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Connolty Association hosts major seminar on British labour s responsibilities 

<Mty is the only 
to the crisis 

^ ^ ^ H E next Labour 
^ ^ ^ • g o v e r n m e n t is com-

mitted to a united 
Ireland, so it was 
ironic that it was La-

bour's tiny integrationist 
fringe who put the Irish 
question on the agenda at 
this year's party conference 
in Blackpool last month. 

The Campaign for Labour 
Representation wants the 
party to organise in the Six 
Counties, and this year they 
were able to point to how 
far the Tories are on their 
way to establishing their 
own organisation in all 17 
constituencies, 
i But vocal as they were out-
side the conference hall and 
on the fringe, they were 
overwhelmingly defeated -
again. The party says it 
doesn't want to contest 
elections in the Six Coun-
ties: the SDLP, its fellow-
member of the Second 
International, is doing that 
already. But more signifi-
cantly, it was left to the Na-
tional Communications 
Union's Tony Clarke to 
voice the executive's oppo-
sition to integration: and 
with the gut political in-
stinct common throughout 
the labour movement he ar-
gued that Labour shouldn't 
organise in Ireland because 
it stands for a united Ire-
land. 

Of course, current Labour 
policy commits the party to 
unity with consent. Unfor-
tunately, this consent is re-
stricted to those living 
within the borders of 
Northern Ireland, not 

I There's no military solution 

broadened to encompass 
the maximum numbers of 
the Irish people as a whole. 
Consent of the majority is 
the only democratic basis 
for political advance: allow-
ing a minority in the 
country as a whole to 
stymie the majority's 
desires means underwrit-
ing the Unionist veto over 
the goal of reunification 
and condemning all the 
people of Ireland to little 
more than a set of vari-
ations on the status quo: 
m o r e SAS shoot-to-kill 
operations, more proxy 
bombs, more tit-for-tat sec-
tarian assassinations. 

How can Labour be per-
suaded to broaden the 
agenda for consent? There 
can be no doubt that its 
trade union base will have 
a vital part to play in any 

such transformation, and it 
is to the credit of local gov-
ernment union NALGO 
that a delegation from was 
Scottish, North-West and 
Metropolitan [London] dis-
tricts was sent on a fact-
finding tour to Dublin and 
Belfast last month. 

Hosted by NALGO's sis-
ter union NIPSA, the dele-
gation saw and heard for 
themselves exactly what 
partition means for trade 
unionists and others both 
sides of the border. They 
met the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions in Dublin 
and its Northern Ireland 
Committee in Belfast. They 
talked to the trades councils 
in Belfast and Ijhiblin. They 
listened to what the Com-
mittee for the Administra-
tion of Justice and the Fair 
Employment Trust in the 

North had to say, and what 
Dublin's Irish Commission 
for Prisoners Overseas 
could tell them. 

The delegation report, to 
be produced in the new 
year, will not just be worth 
reading for members of 
their own union: it is sure to 
be a document deserving 
the widest possible cur-
rency within the British la-
bour movement. 

Exactly how the trade 
unions should be develo-
ping their irish policy will 
be the theme at this month's 
Connolly Association sem-
inar 'Irish unity: strategies 
for consent', held on 10 No-
vember at MSF headquar-
ters, 79 Camden Road, 
London NW1. 

Speakers at the first con-
ference discussing Irish 
unity to be sponsored by 

two national trade unions, 
include Clare Short MP, 
Kevin McNamara MP, and 
Irish Labour TD Emmet 
Stagg. Covering civil liber-
ties and fair employment 
will be Kevin McCorry of 
the Campaign fro Democ-
racy, Oliver Kearney of the 
Fair Employment Trust and 
Liberty/NCCL's Andrew 
Puddephat. Trade union 
speakers include Sean Red-
mond from Dublin, Andy 
Gibb from Belfast, and 
NALGO's Metropolitan 
District secretary Chris 
Eades, who was on last 
month's delegation. 

Details of registration, 
which is £5 for delegates, 
are available from the Con-
nolly Association, 244-246 
Gray's Inn Road, WC1. Tel: 
071-833 9368. 

• MARTIN MORIARTY 
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E D I T O R I A L 

Unequal 
opportunities 

THE'i were warned when the 1989 Fair Employment 
Act was making its way through the Brit ish parlia-
ment last year that they had missed the oppor-

tunity to ensure swift redress in c la ims of re l igious 
discrimination. Employers should not s imply b e bound 
by law to moni tor the rel igious composi t ion of their 
workforces: they should have to reveal the rel igion of 
successful j o b applicants if complaints of discr imina-
tion w ere raised by people who were not taken on. 

T h e legislators said that that was exactly what would 
happen. Last month 's Fair Employment Tr ibunal 
proved them wrong: six-county employers , the tribunal 
ruled, would be breaking the law if they revealed the 
religion of an individual employee . 

The ruling exposed the government ' s c laim to be get-
ting on quite nicely thank you with the j o b of eradicat-
ing employment discrimination for the sham it has 
aiways been: something in the region of 100 separate 
cases alleging discr imination have b e e n brought to a 
halt by the tr ibunal decision. And a vital e lement in the 
existing system of Protestant privilege has been 
preserved for that little b i t longer. 

How much longer is now what is at stake. T h e chair of 
the Fair Employment C o m m i s s i o n says the exist ing 
legislation must be amended and is ta lk ing with minis -
ters at the Northern Ireland Of f i ce about it. K e v i n 
McNamara says Labour wi l l help ensure swift passage 
through parl iament of the necessary a m e n d m e n t s to the 
'89 Act. All th is should m a k e the government ' s task of 
removing the egg from its collective chin that much ea-
sier. 

But the ques t ion remains exactly how far the govern-
ment can go in seeking to establ ish equal i ty of oppor-
tunity in Northern Ireland, w h e n the statelet w a s bui l t 
on the foundat ions of re l ig ious discrimination. T h e r e is 
no solution within the exis t ing structures. But that 
makes the quest to es tabl ish an alternative that much 
more urgent. 
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m Martin Moriarty, Peter Mulligan and Conor Foley (above) listen to the conference debates, while (right) 
evening entertainment is provided by cabaret by the Jackie Russell Ensemble 

Successful year lays foundations for expansion 

is 

THE Connolly Association is 
intensify all efforts to secure 
British withdrawal and the 
establishment of a 32-county 
sovereign Irish state after 

last month's annual conference. 
Deepening the strategy for British 

disengagement remains the Associ-
ation's top priority. But other injus-
tices flowing from partition are not to 
be forgotten: delegates pledged all 
possible support to what should be 
the final weeks of the campaign to 
free the Birmingham Six; urged the 
Dublin government not to extradite 
hunger-striker Dessie Ellis; and re-
dedicated the Association to the 
defence of the political, economic 
and civil rights of the Irish in Britain. 

Work in the trade union movement 
is a major priority for the coming 

year, with a renewed campaign laun-
ched to win trade union affiliations to 
the CA, and the const i tut ion 
amended to extend representational 
rights of trade union affiliates. How-
ever, no-one is under any illusions 
that there will be overnight results. 
Sheffield delegate David Granville, 
who moved the motions, said: "I'll be 
happy if we get half a dozen new 
affiliates over the next 12 months." 

There have been several successes 
over the last year, as national or-
ganiser Conor Foley reported mov-
ing the annual review. The Justice 
Denied pamphlet sold out within 
months of its publication in what 
president Peter Mulligan dcalled "a 
tumultuous year for just ice" . A 
photographic exhibition project on 
construction safety, organised 

Urgent appeal for £10,000 launched 

THE Connolly Association has launched an urgent appeal for £10,000 to 
help fund the continued expansion of its work. 

The target must be reached by next Easter In order to ensure a secure 
financial basis for the Association. A four-page folder Is available to give 
members and branches the political arguments for the money - because 
politics is what It is all about. 

If you are Impressed by what we have achieved during the last year 
and want to see us continue to grow, please send your donation to: 
Connolly Association, 244-246 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 8JR. 

together with the Action Group for 
Irish Youth and the Construction 
Safety Campaign, has secured the 
funding it needs. And the forthcom-
ing trade union seminar, Irish unity: 
strategies for consent, has been spon-
sored by rail and sea union RNfT, 
local government union NALGGV 
and many more trade union bran-
ches and trades councils. 

Equally importantly, the Associ-
ation has recorded a 25 percent in-
crease in membership over the year, 
but there is nowhere near enough 
activity to keep hold of members*in 
London. While branches in Glasgow, 
Liverpool, Sheffield, Nottingham 
and Northampton continue success-
fully to develop their work, organisa-
tion in London remains 
underdeveloped. There are no quick-
fix solutions, but London delegate 
Jonathan Hardy was able to report 
the launch of a video-screening pro-
gramme jointly with the Campaign 
for Press and Broadcasting Freedom 
at Hackney's Unity Club in North 
London, which was opened last 
month with a showing of Kenneth 
Griffiths' Hang Up Your Brightest Col-
ours- his life of Michael Collins - with 
Griffiths himself introducing his 
film. 

Four Provinces Bookshop 
246 Gray's Inn Road, WC1 
Tel- 071-833 3022 

Grand sale 
of reduced and 

second-hand titles 

Saturday 8 December 
from 11am 

Come early for bargains 
Inspect our Christmas stock 

Connolly Association 

Mountjoy 
martyrs 

memorial 
dinner 

Saturday 8 December 1990 
London Irish Centre, 
Camden Square, NW1 

Tickets £16.50 In advance from 
Connolly Association, 

244-246 Gray's Inn Road, v 
London WC1X8JR. 

Numbers limited - book early to 
avoid disappointment 
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TV and newspaper coverage of the Gulf is only too similar to the censorship of the Irish crisis 

From Belfast to Baghdad 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to separate the 

political economy of the media in 
Britain - who owns it, how and in 
whose interest it operates - from 
the way in which it deals with the 

question of Northern Ireland. 
That was the message delivered by 

journalist and broadcaster Granville 
Williams, speaking on behalf of the 
Campaign for Press and Broadcast-
ing Freedom at a meeting organised 
by Sheffield NALGO as part of their 
International Week activities last 
month. 

Comparing coverage of Northern 
Ireland and the Gulf crisis, he high-
lighted the level of manipulation and 
control of the British media exerted 
by the Ministry of Defence and the 
Foreign Office. 

"I've made the comparison because 
what we're seeing in terms of media 
coverage of the Gulf is both a narrow 
and segmented picture of what is ac-
tually happening," Williams ex-
plained. 

"What we don't get are opposition 
views - even from this country - al-
though it's clearly not the case that 
everybody is 'gung-ho' or agrees 
with the headline in The Star which 
suggested nuking Baghdad." 

The public are deliberately 
prevented from acquiring the very 
information which would enable 
them to make an informed judge-
ment of the situation, he suggested. 

Arguing that what normally ap-
pears in the British press about the 
Gulf and Arabs in general represents 
an essentially racist view of the world 
- relying heavily on over-simplifica-
tion and caricature and ignoring 
points of view which challenge the 
accepted establishment wisdom of 
the day - he compared coverage of 
the gulf and the Six Counties crises. 

"What we are denied by our media 
is differentiation, analysis and infor-
mation," he said. "The parallel with 
Northern Ireland is obvious." 

Although he believed that the 
Home Office broadcasting ban - now 
in its third year - had heightened 

some people's awareness of how in-
formation was being deliberately 
suppressed, he stressed that it would 
be foolish to look at the media's 
coverage and understanding of 
Northern Ireland outside the same 
set of relationships operating around 
coverage of the Gulf situation. A cru-
cial factor in both cases - and by im-
plication all other 'crisis' situations -
was the task of key government de-
partments spreadingdisinformation. 

"When I look at the case of Colin 
Wallace and read Paul Foot's book 
and then look at the Gulf I have a 
sense of deja vu," Williams said. "I see 
the same controls, processes, disin-
formation in operation." 

Using the example of Thames Tele-
vision's documentary about the ex-
ecution of three IRA members in 
Gibraltar,Death on the Rock, he further 
demonstrated how Britain's so-
called 'free press' actively under-
mined any notion of serious 
investigative journalism. 

"As a result of Death on the Rock, 
you began to see the pliant press, 
which had uncritically taken all of 
the Ministry of Defence's news re-
leases, attack the very programme 
which sought to raise the sorts of is-
sues that any newspaper should," he 
said. 

Quoting a recent book examining 
the question of freedom under 
Thatcher, Williams noted that the ex-
ceedingly respectable academic 
author had made the pint that while 
the government claimed to be strong 
on individual freedoms - like the 
right to buy your own council house 
- the 'core' political freedoms - the 
relationship between the individual 
and the state, the media and the state 
and individual civil liberties in rela-
tion to the law - had been massively 
eroded. Warning against separating 
the att i tudes, assumptions and 
policies of the British government in 
Northern Ireland from those in oper-
ation here, he stressed: "the two are 
intimate,-y linked". 

Irish film-maker Cahal McLaughlin 

I Cathal McLaughlin breaking the ban In Sheffield 

told the meeting how a film about 
plastic bullets commissioned by 
Channel Four and nearing comple-
tion had been dropped after the in-
troduction of the broadcasting ban. 

Although 16 Dead - now renamed 
The Silent Scream - demonstrated the 
devastating effect of plastic bullets, it 
did not infringe the broadcasting ban 
- nor did the commissioning editors 
at Channel 4 ever suggest there was 
anything wrong with the film other 
than some unspecified 'structural' 
problems alluded to towards the end 
of the production process. 

Under the climate created by the 
broadcasting ban, and with the threat 
of privatisation hanging over them, a 
fretful Channel 4 pulled the plug on 
the project, McLaughlin said. 

"Unless we can break the bi-parti-
san approach [to the Irish question], 
starting with censorship, then any 
chance of having a proper, open, 
honest and imaginative debate on 
policies around Ireland cannot 
begin," he said. 

Guilty until proved innocent - again! 

REMEMBER how the Birmingham 
Six and Guildford Four were tried 
by newspaper and signalled out as 
guilty by media sensationalism 
before a jury ever retired to con-
sider evidence against them? 

The press were at It again last 
month, this time after the arrest of 
three Irish people in Wiltshire. 
Most newspapers had them guilty 
of at least one crime before any 
po l ice charges w e r e even 
preferred. 

In Today the headlines blazed "3 
HELD FOR GOW MURDER" and 
the story started off: "Three IRA 
terrorists were dramatically seized 
by armed police at Stonehenge 
last night." 

The Sun had the frontpage head-
l ine " IRA SEIZED IN STO-
NEHENGE CHASE". Its story 
commenced: "A deadly IRA cell 
was captured in a dramatic am-

bush by armed police last night.' 
The Express proclaimed "IRA 

CELL TRAPPED BY POLICE." 
Their more cautious report said: 
"Four people from a suspected 
IRA murder squad were ambushed 
by armed police last night in the 
shadow of Stonehenge." 

The Mirror had "IRA SUSPECTS 
ARE HELD AT STONEHENGE." 
The story's opening sentence 
referred to "Two Irishmen and a 
woman suspected of the IRA mur-
der of Tory MP Ian Gow have been 
seized by armed police." 

The Dally Mall used the headline 
"ARMED POLICE IN IRA SWOOP", 
while The Star had "IRISH HELD IN 
TERROR SWOOP", with its story 
beginning: "Armed police last 
night claimed to have smashed the 
IRA gang believed to be behind a 
wave of terrorist attacks in Bri-
tain." 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Socialism and Irish independence 
IT WAS IRONIC that Conor 
Foley's Interpretation of James 
Connolly's politics as seeing na-
tional independence as a "pre-
requisite" of socialism in his 
review of Kieran Allen's no 
doubt SWP-ish right-propagan-
dist The Politics of James Con-
nolly should have appeared 
above an instructive review by 
Felchreanach of Forgotten Rev-
olution (September Irish Demo-
crat). 

The point for us to grasp for 
Ireland today is surely that only 
socialism can be national Inde-
pendence. Unless we think of 
national independence only as 
far as Britain physically relin-
quishing the North. The experi-
ence of neo-colonlalism In the 26 
Counties, with Its economic de-

pendency on multinationals and 
the EC, surely teaches us to see 
the concept of independence as 
extending further to include the 
nature of the economy and so-
ciety In Ireland. Independence is 
the key word In relation to Ire-
land's needs, for as Kevin Bo-
land dramatises in his letter In 
the same Issue, some pro-imper-
lalists can accept the struggle 
being limited to a formal united 
Ireland which they could accept 
being again subordinated In 
some sort of union with England. 

It is perhaps also Ironic that 
Conor Foley, and It seems the 
Connolly Association, can main-
tain the mutually contradictory 
propositions that they both op-
pose Free Staters and yet accept 
- even call for - the extension of 

their rule over the North? 
Only a full-blooded under-

standing of the concept of Inde-
pendence as involving the 
socialisation of the Irish econ-
omy now, after the EC honey-
moon is over and before, the 
consequences of 1992 and a 
possible Gulf war destroy Ire-
land's economy completely, can 
help us understand why the Irish 
political left failed to achieve an 
enduring occupation under the 
control of the workers of the Ga-
teaux factory in the recent strike, 
and why, should similar circum-
stances arise in the future, an 
occupation under the control of 
the workers should be achieved. 

, ... ,.Vi4 Joe Murphy 
Birmingham B21 

London 
Connolly 
Association 
The case of 
Danny MacNamee 
8pm Wednesday 
14 November 
Marchmont Street Community Centre, 
Marchmont Street, 
WC1 
(nearest tube: Russell Square) 
All members and supporters welcome 
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W O R L D C O M M E N T B Y P O L I T I C U S 

Capitalism, Socialism, 
Democracy 

THERt IS MUCH TALK 
these days about capital-
ism, socialism and 
democracy. Not surpris-
ingly, in view East Euro-

pean events and what looks like 
the impending crisis in the 
West. Much confusion too, "revi-
sionism" and questioning. New 
thinking is clearly called for -
and a reconsideration of old 
thinking. We offer the follou -
ing propositions for consider-
ation 

1. Capitalism is the history ot 
wars, socialism the history of 
mistakes. The classical writers 
left no blueprint for the con-

struction of a socialist society -
that is, a society where produc-
tion and distribution are geared 
to the rational satisfaction of 
human needs, where there is the 
utmost democracy and where re-
lations between people are pro-
foundly humane. They said that 
socialism would arise over a 
long period of time out of the 
contradictions of capitalism. So-
cialists in particular should be 
able to think historically. When 
did capitalism begin? In 15th 
century Venice, 16th Century-
Geneva, 17th century Holland 
or 18th century England? If it 
took capitalism centuries to de-

velop - and it is still dev eloping 
in many parts of the world - is it 
not naive to think that socialism 
will spring full-grown from the 
womb of history in our particu-
lar century? Moreover as capital-
ism developed in a zig-zag way, 
with periods of setback as well 
as advance, is it not obvious 
now that mankind faces a long 
period of complex interaction 
between capitalism and social-
ism throughout the world be-
fore the one finally gives way to 
the other? 

2. Competition is the prin-
ciple of capitalism in its pro-
gressive phase, just as 

cooperation is the principle of 
socialism. But out of competi-
tion comes private monopoly, 
monopoly's assault on democ-
racy and national independence 
, and the political rivalries 
which show themselves in wars 
between capitalist States, in 
economic battles over tariffs, ex-
change rates and interest rates 
between pan-capitalist blocs, as 
well as in colonialism and neo-
colonialism. 

3. In developing out of capi-
talism and transcending it so-
cialist society needs to build on 
and make its own the achieve-
ments of capitalist democracy -
the universal franchise, the sep-
aration of powers, and the estab-
lishment of civil liberties. It 
needs to extend democracy into 
areas capitalism baulks at, such 
as establishing time limits for 
all holders of public offices, 
democratising the running of in-
dustry, making male-female re-
lations truly equal, upholding 
the solidarities of community 
and neighbourhood in face of 

selfish individualism and over-
coming bureaucracy in public 
and private firms. 

4. A democratic society is one 
w here citizens have equal legal 
rights, whether in relation to 
se\, age, race, nationality or pol-
itical opinion. A socialist society 
is one run in the interests of the 
working class, those who must 
sell their ability to labour to 
earn a living. Such a definition 
of socialism does not mean the 
State runs everything. Rule by 
the working class is entirely 
compatible with a variety of 
property forms - State enter-
prise, municipal, cooperative, 
family and private. There will 
never be any final or perfect 
combination of these. What 
makes a society socialist is that 
it is the interests of labour 
rather than of capital which are 
decisive in its overall running. 

5. A market economy is not 
capitalism. Pre-capitalist as well 
as socialist societies have mar-
kets. A wholly "free" capitalist 
market is a fantasy. Even strong 

Campaign for Democracy says British disengagement is the only solution to the crisis 

Breaking the deadlock 

THi ? '< c AR S weekend school 
lu'ii bv the Campaign for 
Democracy at the Ulster 
People s College in Belfast 
was a successful and stimu-

lating event held in times of consid-
erable political apathy. 

The principal speaker was Clare 
Short Mi1 who spoke on 'The next 
Labour government and its Irish pol-
icy' She said she thought she could 
detect a significant change coming 
about m British establishment atti-
tudes towards the prospect of disen-
gagement from Ireland. This 
development was resulting from 
profound historical changes that had 
taken place recently, the integrating 
processes of the European Com-
munity and the reduction of cold war 
tensions following the changes in 
Eastern Europe 

It was becoming clear, even to es-
tablishment personalities, that Bri-
tain no longer had any 
militarv-strategic,economicorpoliti-
cal rationale for perpetuating the un-
natural partition of Ireland. Should 
this new tendency of thinking 
strengthen, then the views of Bri-
tain's governing circles would be 
b ought into line with those of the 
public. Opinion polls had shown 
consistently that the British public fa-
voured disengagement, provided 
that this would not result in even 
greater destabilisation and blood-
shed. 

She thought that this latter could be 
coped with bv a de facto implementa-
tion of the disengagement process in-
volving sush things as the all-Ireland 
harmonisation of welfare benefits 
and the connecting up of both econ-
omies with responsibilities in these 
matters being transferred progress-
ively to the Irish government. The 
implementation of a constitutional 
change might come at the latter end 
of this process when Unionist oppo-

sition would have dissipated in the 
light of the perceived benefits that 
would have resulted 

She gave as her opinion that the 
IRA's military campaign would slow 
down this process, but that it would 
not prevent it tasking place. Chal-
lenged by a member of the audience 
as to a Labour government's relia-
bility in implementing promises 
made in opposition, she conceded 
that it was possible for Unionists to 
exert obstructionist pressure in a 
hung parliament. For that very rea-
son, it was necessary for British and 
I rish supporters to step up their cam-
paign for the democratisation of 
Northern Ireland. While she was 
moderately optimistic, the develop-
ment which she had outlined was by 
no means certain. 

Dublin-based barrister Seamus 
O'Tuathail gave an extremely infor-
mative talk tracing the history of Bri-
tain's consti tutional claim to 
sovereignty in the North, entitled 'A 
clash of sovereignties'. The Govern-
ment of Ireland Act 1920, Articles 2 
and 3 of the Irish Constitution and 
the Anglo-Irish Agreement were 
examined. While all of Northern Ire-
land's problems stem from the GIA, 
the British and the Unionists have 
succeeded in sidetracking some gul-
lible 26-county academics, politi-
cians and media people into a 
fixation with articles 2 and 3. 

Against the background of conflict-
ing law (congealed politics), as out-
lined by O'Tuathail, the British 
establishment's ascription of the 
blood-letting arising from the crimi-
nality or the religious bigotry of a 
minority of the Irish could be seen for 
the colossal nonsense that it is. 

The Committee on the Administra-
tion of Justice is a reputable, lawyer-
supported, civil rights group based 
in Belfast. The CAJ has done sterling 
work in this field. Martin O'Brien, a 

I SHORT: optimistic 

leading activist in it, spoke on the 
theme The repressive state'. The CAJ 
intended to internationalise the issue 
of the deplorable state of civil liber-
ties in Northern Ireland. The people, 
he said, were in danger of becoming 
accustomed to the abrogation of their 
civil liberties. His organisation 
would combat this lowering of ex-
pectations and any attempt to repre-
sent the existing abuses as 'normal'. 

Leitrim-born Dublin-based univer-
sity lecturer Luke Gibbons is promi-
nent in combatting the reactionary 
aspects of current historical revision-

ism. He delivered an exocet ot a talk, 
Revising revisionism - criticism in 

history'. A salient point to emerge 
was the value-laden bias of the sup-
posedly objective methodology of 
the anti-nationalist revisionists. For 
instance, the studied neglect of the 
copious writings of the United Irish-
man theorist Dr William Drennan. 
Drennan, he argued, was too awk-
ward to deal with since he drove a 
coach and horses through the prop-
ositions that they had concocted. He 
had synthesised the historic national 
struggle and traditions of the com-

mon people of Ireland, often en-
shrined in folk memory, with the Re-
publican enlightenment of the 
French and American Revolutions, 
thereby blending the national and in-
ternational into a theory of liberation. 
The revisionists tried to present these 
two things as mutually exclusive. 
Contradicting themselves, he said, 
the revisionists selectively extracted 
'documented' facts from history in 
order to bolster the political require-
ments of present-day political estab-
lishments. 

Dr Flann Campbell was his usual 
informative and entertaining self 
when he spoke on 'Developments in 
Ulster politics in the late nineteenth 
century'. 

Bob Heatley of the Campaign for 
Democracy dealt with the themes in 
the organisat ion 's forthcoming 
pamphlet, Breaking the Deadlock. The 
British establishment's bed-rock 'jus-
tification for its interference in Ire-
land was that it was 'defending 
democracy'. This was a lie of gargan-
tuan proportions. Once the British 
people understood this, then they 
would bring their leaders to book on 
Ireland. Northern Ireland is not now, 
nor has it ever been, a democracy. In 
the 70 years of its existence it has 
progressed from police state to mili-
tary-bureaucratism. British disen-
gagement was the only context in 
which democracy could be realised, 
he argued. 

In view of the importance of the 
above-mentioned topics in relatio n to 
a problem which is claimed to be 
soluble', it is a reflection on UK glas-
nost that the press here was 
conspicuous by its absence. Even the 
presence of an executive committee 
member of the Labour Party outlin-
ing what might well be the next gov-
ernment's Irish policy was, to the 
press, apparently a non-event. 

• BOBBIE HEATLEY 
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capitalist markets call for ex-
tensive regulation. Under so-
cialism the market is "free* 
within the context of a Plan -
like a bird is free within its 
birdcage! It is the working-
class orientation of the Plan 
which makes it socialist. In 
such circumstances it is in the 
working-class interest to maxi-
mise output, creativity and the 
productiveness of labour, 
thereby bringing private inter-
est in line with that of society 
as a whole. In public firms one 
way to ensure this and to com-
bat bureaucracy and ineffi-
ciency, is to have active 
representatives of consumers 
and suppliers, as well as pro-
ducers, on their boards. 

6. Capitalism is a society 
run in the interests of the 
owners and controllers of capi-
tal - the dominant sections of 
which today are Transnational 
rather than National - who 
therefore decide the disposi-
tion of most investments. No-
wadays, as competitive 

capitalism gives way to mon-
opoly - with 300 big firms con-
trolling half the 
manufacturing output of the 
entire world - capitalism itself 
becomes the main enemy of 
democracy. It does so though 
its concentration of resources 
so as to set the agenda of pub-
lic affairs, through its domina-
tion of the communications 
media and through the as-
saults of the transnational on 
the Nation State,which is the 
principal agency mankind has 
evolved for imposing social 
controls on capital. 

7. Because Big Capital is 
now so subversive of democ-
racy, the struggle to defend 
and extend democracy 
becomes part and parcel of the 
struggle for socialism. That is 
why, as Ireland's great Labour 
leader James Connolly said, so-
cialists and the Labour Move-
ment should be the foremost 
champions of democracy, the 
best and most consistent fight-
ers against imperialism, sex-

ism and racism and for na-
tional independence and 
democratic accountability in 
public affairs. National inde-
pendence and socialism are in 
effect two stages of one demo-
cratic development of society, 
each of which entails econ-
omic changes that it is the 
function of political change to 
promote. 

8. By championing national 
democracy and independence 
the Labour Movement can win 
support far beyond its ranks 
and the working class can gain 
hegemony over society as a 
whole. In particular, by oppos-
ing the EEC's assault on 
democracy the European Left 
can stop its present retreat and 
go once more on the offensive. 
The Left in each country 
should see itself as a national 
contingent in an international 
campaign in defence of na-
tional democracy. 

That is the meaning of so-
cialist internationalism 
today. 

IN BRIEF 

GLOWING REPORT |T h e 
economic viability of the new 
nuclear re-processing plant 
at Sellafield due to open in 
1992 was called into ques-
tion last month in a report 
published by Cumbrians Op-
posed to a Radioactive Envi-
ronment (CORE). 

The report also argues that 
the new Thermal Oxide Re-
processing Plant (THORP) 
could contribute to the alter-
ation of Important global at-
mospheric processes and 
may add to the stocks of nu-
clear waste already stored in 
Britain. 

By comparing the cost of 
the project to income se-
cured from contracts so far, 
the report says THORP will 
make a loss of between £1.8 
and £3.1 billion. 

"If THORP is a loss-maker, 
then British Nuclear Fuels 
Ltd cannot Justify any level 
of increased risk to anyone 
due torradiation exposure," 
CORE said. 

SEA SICK | The long-term 
health of the Irish Sea could 
be compromised by the con-
f l ict ing demands placed 
upon it by waste disposal 
and dumping, over fishing 
and intensive recreational 
development, according to a 
major report released last 
month by the Irish Sea Study 
Group. 

The report , which has 
taken five years to complete, 
details the threats to the Irish 
Sea and concludes that bet-
ter co-ordination Is necess-
ary at governmental level, 
and between local auth-
orities and planners, to safe-
guard the sea's future. 

The killing fields of 
West Belfast 

THE KILLING of teenage joy-
riders Karen Reilly (18) and 
Martin Peake (17) in West Bel-

fast a y h e end of September has been 
forgotten by the media and the pol-
iticians and others who should be 
voicing their concern. The immediate 
reaction to the slayings was for many 
one of outrage. Amid the condemna-
tions of the Paras' actions came the 
cry that joyriding in Belfast is a dan-
gerous sport. Suddenly joyriding 
and not murder become the talking 
point. 

The act of joyriding in any society is 
a menace. It is also a manifestation of 
the many social and economic prob-
lems that the young people of this 
island have to suffer. Since 1980, the 
British Army have gunned down 
seven joyriders, most of whom were 
teenagers. The RUC and the UDR 
between them have shot dead an-
other three during the same period. 
It seems that the problems of joyrid-
ing in Northern Ireland is to be 
solved from the barrel of a gun. 

The British authorities in the North-
ern Ireland Office as usual came out 
in defence of the soldiers who mur-
dered the two teenagers, claiming 
that the car had failed to stop at a 
road check, injuring a soldier ii^the 
process. How many times in the past 
have we load to listen to that line? At 
no time did they produce the injured 
soldier. Looking at the bullet-riddled 
car and the manner in which it was 
parked suggests that the car wasn't 
speeding nor did it crash as one 
would assume considering thedri ver 
had been shot. 

The sole survivor of the attack, 16-
year-old Markievicz Gorman told 
The Sunday Tribune: "There were no 
jeeps, no-one waving at us to stop 
and no-one shouting at us to stop. 
The first soldier I saw was when two 
of them came out of the bushes when 
the car stopped." 

She went on: "I was in the front seat 
looking out. I saw nothing in front of 
the car, no lights, no jeeps, no-one 
standing in the road. Karen said 

something to me and I turned round 
to listen and then the shooting 
started. I ducked down, then the 
shooting got really,bad, really a 
whole lot of "shofs b&rijf fired at the 
car. I felt the car slowing down and it 
stopped and I looked up to Marty 
and he was lying at the steering 
wheel." 

After the two soldiers dragged her 
wounded from the car, one of them 
stood on her head and told her not to 
look at the car. Shortly after the inci-
dent, a witness came forward with a 
different version of events from that 
of the official story. Eugene Branigan 
told the Irish News that he saw no 
checkpoints. He said he watched as 
soldiers pumped between 40 and 60 
bullets into the car. He also claimed 
that one of the soldiers said: "I hope 
it was one of my bullets that got the 
bastard." The paratroopers respon-
sible for the killings had been on the 
same tour of duty as Private Robin 
Spikins, who was killed by joyriders 
last year. 

The SDLP councillor for the area Joe 
Hendron also claimed to have 
spoken to witnesses who confirmed 
that there were no roadblocks in the 
area at the time of the killings, and 
that the paras had opened fire with-
out warning. Hendron claimed that 
the two witnesses had given full 
statements; to the RUC about the in-
cident. West Belfast M P Gerry 
Adams claimed that "the British ver-
sion of events is patently untrue." 
Security minister John Cope has said 
that there will be a full police inquiry 
into the killings.. 

The army have a motto which says: 
"It is better to be tried by twelve than 
be carried by six". That is why sol-
diers should not be allowed to police 
the Six Counties. Their instinct is to 
kill first and ask questions later, an 
instinct which has been followed all 
too often - with the added bonus that 
they can get away with murder, lite-
rally. 

• PATRICK LAWLOR 

IRISH NEWS 

Stevens stitch-up 
comes apart 

THE RELEASE of five senior loyalists from Crumlin 
Road remand prison last month heaps further dis-
credit on the ill-fated Stevens inquiry. No reason 
was given by the Director of Public Prosecutions for 
dropping the charges against the men, two of whom 

were members of the Ulster Defence Association's ruling 
inner council. It seems the evidence against them was sim-
ply too flimsy. 

John Stevens concluded his report into collusion between 
loyalist paramilitaries and the security forces last May. So 
far there have been 12 convictions arising from the inquiry. 
Four people have received prison sentences the rest have 
been fined. As the Irish Democrat has previously reported, 
the inquiry consciously scapegoated loyalist paramilitaries. 
Members of the Ulster Defence Regiment have faced token 
charges and punishments while no member of the Royal Ul-
ster Constabulary has even been arrested. 

Although some of the UDA members awaiting trial have 
made confessional statements, the evidence against most is 
still weak. For the inquiry to produce anything of substance 
the prosecution will need to produce the UDA's former intel-
ligence officer Brian Nelson as a 'supergrass' witness. 

A former soldier, Nelson is an admitted British intel-
ligence operative who was working for MI5 for nearly four 
years. He was also the UDA's main collator of leaked infor-
mation during this period, passing on a huge quantity of se-
curity documents to give targets to loyalist murder gangs. 
One of the killings he is believed to have helped set up was 
of the solictor, Pat Finucane, killed with a weapon stolen 
from a UDR barracks. 

The problem facing the Stevens inquiry is can they risk 
exposing Nelson to a courtroom cross-examination where the 
extent of his activities would become public knowledge? 
The collapse of the first major trial makes this look increas-
ingly unlikely. Nelson is currently in protective custody but 
is only charged with "posession of documents". To testify 
against his fellow UDA leaders he would have to admit to 
much more serious crimes than this. But if the RUC don't 
use Nelson as a 'supergrass' then what will they do with 
him? His own feelings were shown by a brief hunger strike 
in August. 

There was no outrage at the main conclusion of the Ste-
vens inquiry: that it is not possible to stop soldiers and po-
licemen setting up civilians for murder. His job had been to 
try and prove the practice was restricted to a small number of 
junior members of the security forces. John Stalker's treat-
ment and a fire in his office helped convince him not to dig 
too deep for the truth. But he only had to ruffle at the sur-
face to uncover a cess-pit of collusion at the highest levels 
which it will take more than embroidery to conceal again 
from view. 

• CONOR F O L E Y 

Campaign for Press and 
Broadcasting Freedom and the 

Connolly Association present 

The Dawn 
Directed by Tom Cooper 

Hibernia Films, 1936 
The first Irisn feature film with sound. The Dawn is a War of Independence film 
with veterans playing some of the roles and the acting support of the people of 
Kerry. A labour of love and enthusiasm for the people who mode it, it has its 

message for the Irish film makers of today, who want to see a genuine native film 
industry making its real contribute' >o world cinema. 

7.30pm Tuesday 27 November 
Unity Club, Dalston Lane, London E8 

Admission: £2 Music & bar 
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I R I S H SONGS E D I T E D BY P A T R I C K BOND 

The Foggy Dew 
As down the glen o r e Easter morn toa city fair rode ' 
Three armoured l ines of marching men in squadrons 
passed me by 
No pipe did hum, no battle drum did sound its loud 
taloo 
But the Angelus bell o'er the Li f fey 's swell rang out 
through the foggy dew 

Right proudly high o 'er Dubl in town they hung out 
a flag of war 
It was better to die 'neath an Irish sky than at S u v l a 
or Sud-el-Bar 
And from the plains of Royal Meath strong men c a m e 
hurrying through 
Whi le Britannia's Huns with their long range g u n s 
sailed in through the foggv dew 

Oh the night fell b lack and the r i f les ' crack m a d e 
perf idious Albion reel 
' M i d the leaden rain seven tongues of flame did s h i n e 
o 'er the lines of steel 
By each shining b lade a prayer was said that to 
Ireland her sons would be true 
And when morning broke still th ewar flag shook out 
ts folds in the foggy dew 

'Twas England bade our Wild G e e s e go that smal l 
nat ions might be free 
But their lonely graves are by Suvla ' s waves or the 
fr inge of the great north sea 
O h had they died b y Pearse's side or fought wi th 
Cahal Brugha 
T h e i r names we would keep where the Fenians s l e e p 
'neath the shroud of the foggy dew 

But the bravest f e l l and the r e q u i e m bell r a n g 
mournful ly and clear 
For those who died by Eastertide in the springtime of 
the year 
W h i l e the world did gaze with deep amaze at those 
gal lant men though few 
W h o bore the fight that freedom's l ight might s h i n e 
through the foggy dew 

Joe Hill 

Back through the glen I rode again, and my heart with 
gr ief was sore 
For I parted then with valiant men w h o I ne'r shal l 
see more 
But to and fro in my dreams I go and I kneel and pray 
for you 
For slavery fled, oh the glorious dead when you fe l l 
in the foggy dew 

Sean fhocail agus abairti 
le Seamus O'Cionnfhaola 

1. An te ata thuas oltar deoch ar, agus an te ata thios 
buailtear cois ar: He who is up is toasted, and he who is 
down is trampled on 
2. Is mo croiceann a chuireann an oige de: Many a 
coating does youth cast (shed off it) 
3. Is mo cor i ngligh Sasanach: Many a twist in English 
law 
4. Is dana muc na gabhar, ach saraionn bean an Dial: A 
pig is bolder than a goat, but a woman beats all 
5. Is beag an rud is buaine na an duine: Only a few things 
live longer than man 
6. An rud is goire don chroi, is e is goire don bheul: The 
thing that is nearest the heart is nearest to the ^.eart 
7. Is treise duchas na oiliuint: Nature is stronger than 
knowledge 

Not strictly an Iri>h >ong, although a favourite in Irish 
pubs and clubs. Joe Hill was a trade union activist and 

organiser for the Industrial Workers of the World in 
America (as was James Connolly during his stay in the 
United States). He was executed after a rigged trial in 
1914. James Larkin who attended his funeral was him-

self imprisoned during the wave of legal terrorism 
against the IWW which was to fo'low shortly. 

1 dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night 
Alive as you and me 
Said I but Joe you're ten years dead 
1 never died said he 
I never died said he. 

Them Copper Bosses killed you Joe 
They filled you full of lead 
Takes more than guns to kill a man 
Said Joe, and I aint dead 
Said Joe, and I aint dead 

In Salt lake city Utah 
Standing side by side 
They framed you on a murder charge 
Said Joe I never died 
Said Joe I never died 

And standing there as large as life 
Smiling with his eyes 
Said Joe what they forgot to kill 
Goes on to organise 
Goes on to organise 

In Santiago up to Maine 
In every mine and mill 
Where working men defendtheir rughts 
That's where you'll find Joe Hill 
That's where you'll find Joe Hill 

Slievenamon 
All alone all alone by the sea washed shore 
All alone in the festive hall 
The great hall is gay, while the huge waves roar 
But my heart is not there at all 
It flies far away, by the night and the day 
To the time and the joys that were gone 
I shall never forget the sweet maiden I met 
In the valley of Slievenamon 

In the festive h a r by the sea-washed shore « 
My restless spirit cries 
My love, oh my love, shall I see thee no more 
My land will you ever uprise? 
By night and by day, I will ever, ever pray 
As lonely tlfis life goes on 
To see my flag unrolled, and my true love to enfold 
In the valley of Slievenamon 

It not the grace of a queenly air 
Nor her cheeks of the roses' glow 
Nor her soft dark eyes nor her curling hair 
Nor was it her lily-white brow 
'Twas the truth and melting ruth 
Her smile like the summer 's dawn 
That stole my heart away on that bright summer day 
In the valley of Slievenamon 

• CHARLES KICKHAM 

BOOKS 

Battles between 
British and Irish J 
nationalism -
Peter Latham 
Squaring With Reality • A 
Socialist View of the Nationalities 
Question, Antoin 
O'Muirceartaigh, Fulcrum Press, 
£2.95 

THE QUESTION of na-
tionality has be-
devilled the 
progressive move-
ment for a long time, 

in fact since the revolution-
aries of the last century set out 
to change the world. At that 
time nationalism was often 
looked down on as a diversion 
from the workers' struggle 
against capitalism. Currently 
the opposite view prevails. 
Nationalist causes are often 
idolised, simply because they 
exist. After all, are not small 
nations oppressed by big na-
tions, no matter who is social-
ist or capitalist? 

With a whirlwind of nation-
alism sweeping through the 
world, there is a need for a 
basic analysis to steer our 
movement through the cur-
rent storm. Antoin OMuir-
cheartaigh's pamphlet goes a 
long way to getting our think-
ing on a sound footing. 

His starting point is the 
simple fact that contrasted 
with socialism, nationalism is 
not a coherent ideology or 
philosophy, with a clear set of 
goals which nationalists stand 
for. Nationalism is simply an 
expression of feeling 'specific 
to the many national situ-
ations which give rise to it.' It 
acquires a progressive or reac-
tionary character not in itself 
but in relation to its effect on 
the continuing struggle be-
tween contending classes, 
usually within a given nation-
state, and in particular in rela-
tion to western domination. 

The author makes some im-
portant remarks about the loss 
of national sovereignty by 
EEC member states to the 
Brussels bureaucracy, as West 
European monetary union, is 
to restrict opportunities for 
national working class move-
ments to score democratic vic-
tories within the framework of 
their own nation states. But is 
the term 'supernationalism' 
accurate? Is a higher' merg-
ing of European nationhood 
being created 'above' member 
states? The merging of Euro-
pean centres of past and pres-
ent world empires is a 
contradictory process, full of 
obstacles rooted in the rival-
ries between imperialist 
groupings. Can there be a Eu-
ropean super-state? Or will 
the very real threat to the na-
tional democracy of, say, Bri-
tain and Ireland, come more 
from the dominant power of 
the EEC - Germany - rather 
than from the EEC itself? 

Some useful observations 
are made about nationalism in 

England, France (including 
the fascist movement of Jean-
Marie le Pen) and Germany 
east and west, following the 
upheavals of the last twelve 
months. However, his as-
sumption that Scottish, Welsh 
and Irish nationalism all have 
a similar anti-imperialist con-
tent in relation to England is 
open to question. With no sig-
nificant national divisions in 
Britain's ruling class, Scottish 
and Welsh nationalism have 
the potential to divide Bri-
tain's workers in the face of a 
powerful enemy. Why separ-
ate the militant traditions of 
the Clyde and the Welsh val-
leys from their fellows in Eng-
lish industry? There have 
been cases too in Strathclyde 
where right wing union activ-
ists have won support on a na-
tionalist ticket - a very 
worrying combination of 
forces. 

Ireland itself is, as the author 
makes clear, a battleground 
between Irish and English na-
tionalism, the latter being a 
form of imperialism. This 
battle has been institution-
alised by partition, and ever 
since left unity across Ireland 
has foundered time and again 
in the treacherous cross-cur-
rents of nationalist attitudes. 
These are explained as fol-
lows: there is the secular re-
publican tradition of Wolfe 
Tone, developed by Connolly 
and today continued by the 
socialist republican tradition. 
There is the anarchist tradition 
stemming from the military 
tactics of the Fenians, and the 
tradition associated with the 
Catholic Church, based on the 
small propertied classes and 
reactionary on social ques-
tions. The author puts for-
ward the campaign for Irish 
democracy as the best way of 
bringing together the nationa-
list trends against British 
domination. 

Perhaps the pamphlet ' s 
greatest strength is the found-
ing of the author's argument 
on the two historical tenden-
cies referred to by Lenin: fir-
stly in the early stages of 
capitalism the awakening of 
national movements and the 
formation of nation-states, 
and secondly in the mature 
phase of capitalism the break-
ing down of national barriers 
to create an international 
unity of economic life, politics, 
science and so on, a unity 
which is itself riven with con-
flict between labour and capi-
tal. T h e far-reaching 
implications of this approach 
deserve far more thought and 
discussion than they usually 
get. 

Antoin O'Muirchea rtaigh's 
pamphlet is informative and 
stimulating, and boldly tack-
les a neglected issue of social-
ist politics. Even at £2.95 you 
should read it and start think-
ing! 
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Bob Purdie hasn't written the definitive account of NICRA - but it's still worth reading 

Not the full civil rights story 

I SYSTEMATIC LOBBYISTS: Connolly Association 

Anthony Coughlan 
Bob Purdie, P o l i t i c s in t h e 
Streets, The Ongins of the Civil 
Rights Movement in Northern 
Ireland, Blackstaff Press, Belfast, 
1990, £9.95 

Bob purdie 's book 

is the first attempt to 
give a detailed ac-
count of the origins 
and early years of 

the 1960s Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Movement. It will 
usefully stand beside Dr Conn 
McCluskey's study of the 
Dungannon-based Campaign 

for Social Justice, which ap-
peared last year, and Paul Art-
hur's 1974 book on the 
People's Democracy. 

It was the civil rights move-
ment that broke the Unionist 
Party's hold on power in the 
Six Counties. For a period it 
opened up the possibility of 
Nationalists taking advantage 
of divisions within Unionism 
in order to gain a political ma-
jority in the area that would be 
committed to democracy. 
Such a majority could have 
moved over time towards 
closer cooperation with the 
Republic and, inevitably, to an 
eventual United Ireland. Un-

fortunately however, the side-
tracking of the civil rights 
movementbyBritain'sunwill-
ingness to intervene construc-
tively, the Movement's own 
internal divisions, the growth 
of Paisleyism and the emer-
gence of the Provisional IRA 
in 1970, closed the window of 
opportunity for bringing Par-
tition peacefully to an end 
which had opened for a few 
hopeful, exhilarating years in 
the 1960s. 

What I found most interes-
ting in Bob Purdie's account 
was his review of develop-
ments in the Nationalist com-
munity at the t ime, as a 
younger generation got fed-
up with the lack of impact of 
the old Nationalist Party. New 
too is his account of the British 
Labour- based Campaign for 
Democracy in Ulster, which 
uses the CDU archives that its 
secretary, Paddy Byrne, de-
posited in the Northern Ire-
land Public Record Office. 
There is also new material on 
Derry's various Action Com-
mittees . Unfortunately, 
though, the book does not ful-
fil the expectations raised by 
its sub-title, of being the de-
finitive'account of the origins 
of the Civil Rights Movement. 

The main reason for this is 
the author's omission of a de-
scription or evaluation of the 
work of the Connolly Associ-
ation in Britain. For the Asso-
ciation pioneered the idea of a 
civil rights campaign as the 
way to shatter Ulster Union-
ism, and its work from 1955 
onward was absolutely cru-
cial in changing the climate of 
British Labour opinion from a 
pro-Unionist one at the time of 
the passage of the 1949 Ireland 
Act to a broad anti-Unionism 

twenty years later. Bob Purdie 
hints at this in various pas-
sing, though mostly patroni-
s ing and sometimes 
inaccurate, references to the 
CA. These do indicate that it 
was active in anti-Unionist 
propaganda in Britain for sev-
eral years before the CDU's 
foundation in 1965 and that its 
work helped to stimulate the 
interest of organisations like 
the National Council for Civil 
Liberties and the Movement 
for Colonial Freedom, to 
which it was affiliated. But 
Bob Purdie does not seem to 
know that several of the initia-
tors of the CDU were Con-
nolly Association members , 
that there was close cooper-
ation from the beginning be-
tween the CDU and the CA -
with the C A usually taking the 
political initiative - and that 
MPs like Paul Rose and Mar-
cus Lipton,whose work he 
does mention, had their inter-
est in Ireland first roused by 
systematic lobbying from CA 
members among their consti-
tuents. 

THIS OMISSION is aU 
the more regrettable 
as, aware that Bob 
Purdie was writing 
this book and having 

read a journal article of his on 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
this reviewer wrote him a let-
ter about it in August 1988. 
Among other things I sought 
to draw his attention to the 
CA's role and to the value of 
the Irish Democrat as a source 
of information on that and on 
British developments gener-
ally. He refers to this letter in a 
note on p257, but he clearly 

did not follow up the research 
suggestions made. Indeed, al-
though Bob Purdie says in his 
text that the Connolly Associ-
ation "was able to exert signi-
ficant influence in the early 
1960s due to its having a regu-
lar monthly newspaper, the 
Irish Democrat, which sold 
widely among Irish immi-
grants", the Democrat is not 
listed among the 33 news-
papers and periodicals which 
are mentioned in the bibliog-
raphy as having been con-
sulted. Surprisingly also there 
is no reference to CD 
Greaves's The Irish Question 
and the British People (1963) 
and The Irish Crisis (1972) 
among the 1 4 0 or so books 
and articles in the Bibliog-
raphy, although these works 
provided the most compre-
hensive criticism of the civil 
l iberties situation under 
Unionism written during the 
period, apart from Govern-
ment publications like the 
Cameron Report. 

Of course thesis-writers are 
not always happy with sug-
gestions which may call for 
extra work and this book's In-
troduction says that it is based 
on the author's PhD thesis, 
submitted to the University of 
Strathclyde in 1988. Theses 
usually need substantial re-
casting if they are to make 
good books. One feels the 
author may have baulked at 
this. Its basis in a thesis may 
also explain some of the 
book's other unsatisfactory 
features. For example, it com-
mences by plunging into a de-
scription of the ONeill years 
1962-68, without making clear 
that the civil rights movement 
was a reaction to a long-estab-
lished apparatus of discrimi-

nation that had lasted de-
cades. Discussion of British 
Government attitudes and 
policy, which had tolerated 
anti-Catholic discrimination 
by Unionism since 1921, is in-
adequate. As a result it is not 
clear that Captain O'Neill's 
policy was the result of his 
being squeezed between 
pressures from Britain as well 
as from events in the North. 
The book's chronology is con-
fusing. The chapters dealing 
with the various elements that 
made up the civil rights move-
ment go back and forth across 
the years with cavalier regard 
for temporal sequence,which 
is not redeemed by the 
author's disclaimer in his In-
troduction. 

Two political points. In this 
writer's opinion Bob Purdie 
understates the key role of Mi-
chael Farrell and the Young 
Socialist Alliance in setting up 
the student-based People's 
Democracy and in determin-
ing its policy throughout. And 
he could not withhold a wry 
smile at the statement that Dr. 
Kevin Boyle became involved 
in the PD "a little against his 
better judgement." Professor 
Boyle is a very respectable fig-
ure public figure these days, 
but my own recollection, as 
someone who knew many of 
the relevant participants at the 
time, is of his playing a very 
determined and influential 
role as a young man in the 
events which helped divide 
the civil rights movement and 
thereby bring to naught some 
of the more progressive politi-
cal possibilities it opened up. 

Bob Purdie's book is interes-
ting and worth reading, but it 
is a pity it is not the definitive 
account it might have been. 

D.M. Daly 
Stolen Years: Before and After 
Guildford, Paul Hill with Ronan Bennett, 
Doubleday Transworld, £12.99 hbk 

THERE IS very little new in-
formation in this book be-
yond what we already 
know from the media, 
Guildford Four campaign 

pamphlets and latter-day documen-
tary television programmes. How-
ever the sum total of information 
reinforces the belief that what the 
British establishment, Lord Denning 
not included, refers to as a "miscar-
riage of justice" was in truth a 
bloody procured abortion and the 
procurers to date go unpunished 
and are still at large to operate il-
legally whenever Britannia waives 

the rules again. 
This is Paul Hill's own story, the 

rootless, homeless, unemployed 
youth who left his native Belfast to 
find work and escape from sectarian 
discrimination and a violent, war-
torn dty. Instead he was arrested 
and stitched up for a crime he did not 
commit. The judge, Sir Michael Ha-
vers, in passing sentence stipulated 
that in Hill's case "life was to mean 
for life". 

The prisoner in the dock was 21-
years-old, his baby daughter had 
been on earth for just seven weeks. 
His alleged accomplices went down 
with him for life, or thereabouts, and 
the British public slept safely in their 
beds, deceived into believing that 
dangerous terrorists had been 
removed from the streets by a won-
derful police force and all was well 
with the imperialist state once again. 

Stolen Years is written in the first 
person, the narrative couched in a 
bland textbook style - just facts, 
chronicled, indexed and presented, 
and excellently so. But the coolness 
of it outraged me, the narrative style 
grated on my nerves. So I went to 
talk to him about it. 

Paul's youthfulness astonished me 
and his tense, coiled energy warned 
me off asking too many "trigger 
questions". He chain smoked and 
talked incessantly. He never once 
dropped his guard. 

That Ronan Bennet actually com-
piled the book from 36 hours of Paul 
on tape Was what perhaps robbed 
the book of its soul. 

However Paul's soul had not been 
lost: he perhaps had found and 
forged it on the way to his own per-
sonal Calvary. Nor was his generous 
heart reduced to parsimonious 

scapegoating by his hideous fate. 
His leonine pride had raised him up 
above any defilement his captors or 
his gaolers cared to inflict upon his 
body. They never got through to his 
soul and therefore could not break 
his spirit. 

This is indeed remarkable in the 
face of the punishment he had to 
endure. Fifty odd times he was 
shifted between 32 different disper-
sal prisons. He spent five of his 15 
years in solitary confinement. His 
lover married another. His beloved 
grandparents and a younger sister 
died. His appeal was thrown out of 
court. The evidence of the Balcombe 
Street gang was deliberately sup-

evile i and the beatings and the \ 
habits of gaolers merely served to 
strengthen his will. He endured all 
like a crucified Christ. "Lord forgive 
for they know not what they do." 

Yet Paul never spoke of Christ nor 
of religion. He was full of talk about 
the books he read in gaol and the 
insight they gave him into the moti-
vations of human society. The 
wasted years were those spent in 
school and were compensated for by 
his prison education. 

Yes, he admits prison made him a 
better person, the certainty that he J 
was innocent kept him going and his j 
protests gave him satisfaction and 
hope. He refused to do any prison 
labour and because of his Category 
A status a report about his private 
rebellion landed on the Home Secre-
tary's desk week in week out for 15'. 
years. They had locked him away 
but they could not throw away the 
key. It was a humbling thought to 
discover how paltry our efforts on 
the outside were, in comparison to 
his lonely protest in the inside. How-
ever much he railed about the ca-
lumny of the establishment and the 
awful cockroach infested Victorian 
pissoirs that are used as prisons, he 
never once denounced an inmate. 
The criminals had a code of decency 
beyond which they never fell and 
one day they would all be free, but 
the screws never for they were the 
real "lifers". 

Paul Hill, born on the thirteenth 
hour of the thirteenth day August 
1954, we salute you. Your destiny 
made you famous, but your cour. 
and magnanimity of spirit has made 
you great! 



IN B R I E F 

a s a x s a a i B i f i T h e 0w-
cial investigation into the case 
of the Guildford Four is being 
deliberately delayed by the 
authorities, according to Paul 
Hill's solicitor Mike Fisher. 

It has taken Avon and Somer-
set police a year to complete 
their investigation into how the 
Surrey police handled the 
case, and two files have been 
sent to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions - one in August, 
the other last month - which 
are understood to contain evi-
dence against seven officers, 
including a policeman who is 
said to have threatened Hill 
with a gun while he lay in his 
ceil. 

The files also contain the re-
sults of Electro-Static Docu-
ment Analysis on the notes of 
interviews with Carole Ri-
chardson and her two alibi wit-
nesses which reveal they were 
tampered with. 

But they apparently rule out 
a w idespread conspiracy, 
clear senior officers and make 
out that there was no physical 
ill-treatment of the four. 

However, the key thing is that 
the investigation has taken so 
long. Mike Fisher is predicting 
that the prosecutions will not 
be dealt with any more swiftly 
and that means that the sec-' 
ond stage of the May inquiry 
will be delayed even further: it 
cannot resume until all pros-
ecutions are out of the way. 

"I think the whole business 
has been delayed deliberately 
- it's a well-known technique to 
deal with an embarrassing 
situation," Fisher said last 
month. 

SHORTS RANGE WEAPONS 
A former weapons instructor 
with the Royal Irish Rangers 
was jailed for six years last 
month for making sub-ma-
chine guns for the Ulster 
Defence Associat ion f rom 
components manufactured at 
the Shorts aircraft factory in 
Belfast. 

John Ross, who left the army 
three years ago with what was 
described as "an exemplary 
record", pleaded guilty to eight 
charges of manufactur ing 
guns and possessing them 
with intent to endanger life last 
year. 

Judge Frank Rusell pro-
fessed himself very disturbed 
that the components Ross had 
been supplied with had come 
from Shorts, and he expressed 
the hope that police would be 
able to trace the source. 

• Peter Mulligan's Peepshow 
will be back next month 

ANONN IS AN ALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^mmm^mm^mmm^^ 

The Tories are out to impose state censorship on television and radio 

Balance and bias 
i. 

DURING the first week of 
October the House of Lords 
wjre debating one of the 
Tories' most audacious at-
tempts to impose state cen-

sorship on radio and television. So 
what's new? Look at the controls 
about reporting the war in Ireland. 
Certainly; during the last decade the 
'good old system' of self-censorship 
(plus the liberal use of D-Notices if 
editors can't be completely relied 
upon to do 'the right thing') has 
rapidly been replaced with a more 
stringent Government directives and 
directions from Government as to 
what people should be told. 

Well, the Broadcasting Bill is de-
signed to curb the mavericks who 
think truth is more important than 
the political establishment. The 
Tories' attempt to squeeze in an 
amendment to clause six of the 
Broadcasting Bill was a blatant at-
tempt to impose a code of rules for 
the broadcasting authorities which 
would be legally imposed in order to 
stop programmes regarded as 'one-
sided'. In the Orwellian Newspeak of 
today 'one-sided' = 'anti-Tory'. Gov-
ernment, according to Lord Ferrers, 
the Home Office Minister in the 
Lords, suggested that not only an 
order that all programmes should be 
'balanced' but the Government itself 
would draw up a list of requirements 
to 'include the wavs in which impar-
tiality could be achieved within a 
specific context...' 

The amendment, despite its Orwel-
lian use of words like 'balance', 'im-
partiality', 'fairness' and so on, has 
nothing to do with those concepts. 
What it has everything to do with is 
control. The amendment to the 
Broadcasting Bill would effectively 
prevent the type of current affairs 
and documentary programmes that 
have exposed the secret pressures 
and corruption of establishment and 
vested interests and the cover-ups, 
the lies, duplicity and behaviour of 
Government ministers and officials. 

Such programmes as those on the 
Guildford Four, The Birmingham 
Six, Death of the Rock, on the Ma-
guires, on the Stalker Affair, would 
be prevented from being made. That 
is the intention of the Tory regime. 

At its most crass, the idea of 'bal-
ance' would result in a programme 
on the Nazi concentration camps 
being 'balanced' by law with equal 
time given to a Nazi Party spokesper-
son justifying why the camps were 
necessary! 

The amendment to the Broadcast-
ing Bill (indeed, the Bill itself) is one 
of the most obscene and flagrant at-
tacks on freedom of information 
(such little as exists) in this country. 
There is little doubt that Mrs 
Thatcher's bellicose and evil hand is 
behind it. As John Pilger wrote in The 
Guardian: 'All this has clearly come 
from Thatcher herself, who, the rec-
ord is clear, has done more than any 
modern British leader to use the law 
to limit basic freedoms, notably free-
dom and diversity of expression. She 
achieved this distinction (the Official 
Secrets Act, the Interception of Com-
munications Act, the Contempt of 
Court Act, the Criminal Justice Act 
etc.) while protecting and honouring 

those who have done most to dam-
age and devalue modern journal-
ism.' 

One can add, of course, that she 
changed the temporary Prevention 
of Terrorism Act (with its draconian 
measures, suspension of human 
rights, internal exile clause - some-
thing she had the audacity to criticise 
the Soviet Union over some vears 
back) into a permanent statute. 

It is interesting that while the 
amendment was withdrawn by the 
Government during the Lords' de-
bate on Thursday, October 11, Lord 
Ferrer intimated that an agreement 
had been struck between the broad-
casting authorities which amounted 
to saying - no made it law and we will 
simply ensure that orders are fol-
lowed. This will be even more insid-
ious than an actual blatant law on 
censorship (sorry, 'balance') because 
people won't be aware that it is hap-
pening. Just like the good old days, in 
fact! 

Indeed, during the week of the de-
bate of the amendment, they were 
showing at the National Film Theatre 
Ken Loach's Questions of Leadership, 
made back in 1983. This was in the 
days when Norman Tebbit was 
raging about the 'lefties' in the BBC el 
al. Ken Loach had made four films on 
how the trade union leadership often 
col laborated with Government 
against the interests of millions of 
working people. Remember what 
Connolly said? Worried by the way 
trade unionism was developing in 
Britain, he warned that it could 
become 'engines for... suppressing 
all manifestation of revolutionary ac-
tivity' and 'forge great fetters for the 
working class'. Ken Loach's films 
were a good demonstration of the 
fulfilment of Connolly's prophesy. 

The interesting thing here is that the 
Newspeak concept of 'balance' was 
already rearing its head. After he had 
made the films, and after months of 
delay and prevarication, he was told 
that the IBA (meeting in secret - good 
old democracy!) had decided that 
each of the four programmes would 
need 'balancing'. Loach considered 
this an absurdity, maintaining that 
because his films provided a view of 
trade unions rarely seen on televi-
sion, they were the very balance to 
the usual view. Need I add that they 
were never shown? 

Well, a lot of middle-class liberals 
were heard to have heaved sighs of 
relief when the amendment was not 
put. But that doesn't alter the state of 
the world in which we live. 

The fox-like Lord Woodrow Wyatt, 
described as Thatcher's 'stalking 
horse' in the Lords, is still at large, 
playing a skilful political game. 
Wyatt has continually called broad-
casting in Britain a red plot'. It is he 
who tabled the amendment in the 
Lords having agreed this at a meet-
ing in Downing Street. Heaven help 
the 'noble lord' if he genuinely be-
lieves the programmes generally put 
out on BBC and ITV show 'left-wing 
bias'. It simply means that he is so far 
to the Right, anyone more liberal 
than Genghis Khan or Attila the Hun 
is a raving Marxist! 

Of course, Wyatt made a career out 
of red-baiting in the electricians' 

union and obsequious interviews 
with Tor}'leaders. Soon he was to be 
given a life peerage for his sterling 
service to the establishment. These 
days he vents in spleen in Murdoch's 
propaganda sheets The News of the 
World and The Times. 

For a brief period, The Times (1960s 
and early 1970s) even began to ac-
quire a liberal and reasonable repu-
tation as a newspaper. Along came 
Murdoch and now it's back to where 
it stood in the mid-19th Century. Re-
member its anti-Irish racist editor-
ials? It rejoiced in the decline of the 
Irish population during the famine 
years, observing that 'soon it will be 
as rare to meet and Irishman in Ire-
land as an Indian in Manhattan'. 
And that genocidal outlook, one ga-
thers, is would sit on the current wri-
ters of such propaganda sheets. 

There are, says John Pilger, some 
who still think that Thatcher and her 
cohorts are merely 'misguided' in 
their zeal to deny any freedom of 
opinion which contradicts their own. 
Misguided? No. The Tories have 
planned long and hard. They have a 
greater understanding of the use of 
the Press and Media as a weapon 
than any Government since the 
Nazis. They have learnt a lot from 
Goebbels' use of propaganda and 
censorship. 

Let me quote Pilger again: "That is 
why it has elevated Murdochism and 
the language of advertising and pub-
lic relations above free journalism. 
Almost all its actions since 1979 have 
been in the name of a doctrine of 'a 
free market and a strong state', of 
expanding 'consumer choice' while 
restricting political choice. The result 
is a debt- laden 'two thirds society' 
progressively shorn of countervail-
ing power. And, of course, the 
'choice' is as phoney as 'balance' for 
it excludes the unprofitable and the 
politically unpalatable. 

"This obnoxious assault on free-
dom has got this far because Thatcher 
and her pals have encountered only 
polite and confused opposition. Pol-
iteness should end now. If broadcas-
ters and the public do not defend the 
public's right to know, who will?" 

Indeed. The right to know also per-
meates another area that we must 

interest ourselves in ... that is the re-
writing of history under those same 
labels that Thatcher is using to create 
censorship in broadcast ing: the 
words 'balance' and 'impartiality' 
are part of the same Orwellian News-
pea k vocabulary which has pro-
duced 'academic objectivity' and so 
on. 

The 'Revisionists' or 'Neo-Union-
ists' in Irish historical writing (and 
not only in Irish historical writing, as 
I have mentioned before) are part 
and parcel of this insidious move to 
produce unthinking masses; to pro-
duce an uninformed and unques-
tioning public who will, like the mass 
of people in Nazi Germany, allow the 
leaders to have their power without 
constraint or accountability. 

Above all things, politicians need 
accountability, and I am not merely 
talking about the 'X' we place every 
five years or so on our ballot forms. 
For real accountability, we need in-
formation. The sooner the 'secret 
state' of Britain is dismantled, the bet-
ter. The sooner there is a Freedom of 
Information Act in this country then 
the sooner we will begin to create a 
democratic society. 

At the moment we exist in a truly 
Orwellian state with 'Big Sister' 
watching with a malevolent eye over 
us and slapping us down if we dare 
to get 'uppity'. This country, the 
United Kingdom, has never, in mod-
ern times, reached such a level of lack 
of freedoms. 

Heaven help us if Thatcher, by 
some curious fate, gets back for an-
other term of office. Last time she 
received the backing of only 42 per 
cent of those who voted in the elec-
tion, and only 33 per cent of the elec-
torate. 

She has reached a stage of megalo-
mania and outrageousness that if she 
is returned, she may well decide to 
don her 'Oliver Cromwell' outfit, 
march into the Commons and de-
clare 'You have sat too long in this 
place!', close it down (as he did) and 
begin to rule by decree. It may be an 
outlandish scenario, but a decade ago 
it was unbelievable that such legisla-
tion as the Broadcasting Bill could 
have been proposed without causing 
a general furore in the country. 

Sustentation fund 
The Connolly Association gets no big handouts from anybody: 
that's why we need your help every month to keep our campaig-
ning for Irish unity expanding. 

Thanks to ail those who have given during September and 
October. * 

Brian Wilkinson £1, Brian Farrington £15, R de Swardt £19, M 
Parkinson £7, N&J Duggan £15, S McLennan £5, A Noone £3.50, Y 
Boydell £25, M Brennan £5, S Elliott £5, G&L Foley £15, C O'S £5, 
PW Ladkin £2, P Mullin £12, P Byrne £3.50, M Gester £10, T 
Oonaghy £5, J Nolan £5, M Porter £10, R Thompson £6.50, D 
O'Connor £2.50, South London CA £69, S Clarke £1.50, J Hourigan 
£3.40, C Crawley £3.50, P&G Horgan £20, P Quln £10, A Hlgglns 
£6, In memory of Elsie O'Dowling from Mrs E Heath £23.50, In 
memory of Fred O'Shea from Gloria Findlay £20, in memory of Mrs 
Redmond from B Wilkinson £5 

Total: £338.90 
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