
British trying to establish new devolve ssembly before next genera! election 
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ding of the Cold War But the 
British Government hypocriti-
cally pretends to have no policy 
on the matter - letting on that it 
s tays in Ireland just because the 
Unionists want it. 

An invi ta t ion on these l ines 
f rom Dublin to London would be 
the best way to pu t Britain on the 
spot. If Britain said Yes, it would 
a m o u n t to a declaration of intent 
that i i wanted a united Ireland 
and was will ing to take the first 
prac t ica l s teps t o w a r d s estab-
lishing it. If she said No, it would 
unde rmine the pretence that the 
British Government has no inde-
p e n d e n t interest of its own in 
seeing partition remain. It would 
show instead that it had such an 
interest, which at the same time 
would be hard to justify before 
h o m e and international opinion. 

Either way the Irish side could 
only gain. Such an initiative by 
Dublin is likely to be far more 
product ive than foolishly getting 
entoiled in the latest shenanigans 
of the Anglo-Irish "process". 

• FEICREANACH • HAUGHEY: looking to solve' the Ii 

• M f c RACE YOURSELVES, 
s ^ m everyone, for another 

B I K round of the Anglo-
I ^ m Irish "process". You 
W t U remember this word -

"process". It is what they called 
the political ballet-dancing that 
led up to the Hillsborough 
Agreement of1985, as for months 
on end politicians from London, 
Belfast and Dublin pirouetted 
round one another in an attempt 
to impress the public that great 
things were afoot. Witn North-
ern Secretary Peter Brooke as 
dancing master this time the 
business has now started yp 
again - to the accompaniment, 
naturally, of endless fiddling and 
fluting in the media. z -

Get ready too for more assaults 
on the English language, as 
empty-sounding phrases minted 
by the civil servants are passed 
off as profundities - "all-embrac-
ing relationships", "Irish dimen-
sions") "three-tier discussions", 
"uniting identities". When politi-
cians use cloudy language you 
can be sure they are pulling wool 
over the eyes of their consti-

tuents. 
What the British want in the 

North is "devolution". At mini-
mum to get the Northern trou-
bles away from Westminster. At 
maximum to persuade E>ublin to 
underwrite a restored Stormont 
Assembly by abandoning Ire-
land's claim to sovereignty 
through deleting Articles 2 and 3 
of the Irish Constitution. With a 
general election due next year 
and the possibility of a result 
being dose, the British are in the 
game of courting the Unionists 
again. 

What the SDLP want is jobs in a 
new Northern administration as 
well. For them, though, any new 
settlement must have enough 
All-Ireland trimmings to prevent 
nationalists turning in disillu-
sionment to Sinn F6in. Some 
SDLP people think that an All-
Ireland Council, on the lines of 
that proposed at Sunningdale, 
could be obtained as part of a 
deal which entailed altering Ar-
ticles 2 and 3 as a gesture to the 
Unionists. 

What Dublin wants is some- Ireland clearly wish for and for-
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Viva Mandela! 

IT W AS a-> pred ic tab le as it was dep re s s ing to wi t -
ness the d is tor t ion and mis represen ta t ion of N e l s o n 
Mande la ' s r emarks abou t the I r i s h crisis d u r i n g h i s 

t r iumphan t visit to these i s lands ear ly last m o n t h . 
Contrary to the smears , Mande l a d id not seek to t rans-

pose the s i tua t ion in Sou th Africa to I re land. H e d i d 
not equate the IRA wi th the ANC. H e is not ignoran t , 
mi s in fo rmed or bad ly advised . A n d he does not n e e d 
educat ion about democracy from Bri t ish pol i t ic ians . 
The fact these accusa t ions were level led at h i m b y 
some Labour MPs, Neil Kinnock inc luded , will b e a 
source of d e e p s h a m e for many of t h e par ty ' s m e m b e r s . 

What M a n d e l a said w a s that it w a s not h i s b u s i n e s s 
to tell o ther count r ies w h a t to do b u t tha t it s e e m e d bet-
ter to negotiate than to kil l . He then spel t ou t w h y h e 
favoured the genera l pr inc ip le of t a lks wi thou t p recon-
di t ions . 

"What we would l ike to see", he said , "is that t h e Brit-
ish gove rnmen t and the IRA should a d o p t precise ly 
the line we have taken wi th regard to ou r o w n in te rna l 
s i tuat ion. There is n o t h i n g better t h a n o p p o n e n t s sit-
t ing down to resolve the i r p r o b l e m s in a peace fu l man-
ner". When a journal is t said this w o u l d be t aken as 
mean ing the IRA shou ld not have to call a one - s ided 
ceasefire as a p recond i t ion for ta lks h e said: "I a m stat-
ing what I bel ieve in. It is for you to g ive your inter-
pretat ion of wha t I said. What I a m concerned w i t h is 
a peaceful so lu t ion and , as you k n o w , the Brit ish gov-
e rnmen t has involved itself in nego t i a t ions b e f o r e 
w h e n people were f igh t ing . The re a r e p receden ts" . 

We agree. T h e Conno l ly Assoc ia t ion was campa ig -
n i n g against the in jus t ices which f l o w e d f rom Ire-
l and ' s par t i t ion long be fo re p e o p l e cou ld cite the I R A ' s 
mil i tary c a m p a i g n as an excuse fo r i gnor ing them. 
Twen ty years of v iolence is the pr ice pa id for tha t ne-
glect. We bel ieve that peace can o n l y come th rough 
negot ia t ing a se t t l emen t wh ich ves t s sovere ign ty w i t h 
the Irish p e o p l e and c o m b i n e s a recogni t ion of t h e wi l l 
of the major i ty in I re land wi th the r i gh t s of the mi-
nori ty. 

These genera l p r inc ip l e s a p p l y to conf l ic ts the w o r l d 
over. If Mr K i n n o c k ' s perspec t ive b l u r s w h e n t h i n g s 
ge t close it s h o w s defec t s in h i s g l o b a l vis ion a n d u n -
ders tanding- T o the rest of u s it is a r e m i n d e r tha t 
moral ou t rage is m e a n i n g l e s s if i ts i n t e n s i t y b e a r s an 
inverse r e l a t ionsh ip to the geograph ica l p roximi ty of 
its focus. 

MANDELA 'S stature comes from a deeper polit i-
cal comprehension as he s h o w e d in his speech 
to the Irish Dail. While the contribution to the 

straggle against apartheid from some DSil members I 
might have been modest, Mandela w a s formally recor-
d ing the A N C ' s thanks to the Irish people in the . 
conntry's on ly sovereign parliament. 

H i s conscious parallels between Ireland's freedom 
struggle and the fight against apartheid could not have 
been more relevant to an Irish audience: that interna-
tional pressure had helped bring de Klerk to the nego-
tiatingiabie; rthat the white minority had no right to 
ve to a democratic settlement by threatening a b lood-
bath to preserve their constitutionahpesition. 

Quoting Yeats - "too long a sacrifice r a n make a s tone 
of the heart" - Mandela spoke of "ihe pain of the suf -
fering that Irishmen and w o m e n of conscience had to 
endure in centuries of struggle against an unrelentk)g 
tyranny." But he added that Keats Kalso spoke of love , 
of the love of these whose warm hearts the oppressors 
sought to turnrto stone, theJove of their c o u n b y and 
people and in the end, the love of humanity itself". 
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Executive demands real dialogue on Irish crisis 

CA call for talks 
|HE Connolly Association ex-
ecutive council welcomed 
Nelson Mandela's call for 
unconditional negotiations 
and dialogue between the 

main protagonists to the north of Ire-
land conflict at its day-long meeting 
last month. 

"For the last 20 years, we have been 
campaigning for a peaceful solution 
to the Irish crisis based on a demo-
cratic negotiated settlement which 
recognises the right of the Irish 
people to unitv and sovereignty in 
their own country,' the EC said. 

In a statement from the meeting, the 
executive endorsed Mr Mandela's 
call for real and open dialogue rather 
than the secret symphony of talks 
about talks orchestrated by Northern 
Ireland Secretary Peter Brooke. 

The EC remained opposed to these 
latest attempts to restore the dis-
credited Stormont regime, which 
would not bring peace or justice in 
Ireland a single step closer. 

"When the Hillsborough Accord 
was signed we predicted it would fail 
because it did not address the roots 
of the crisis," the EC said. "Four-and-
a-half years on, none of the reforms 
that it promised have been delivered 
and the British government is prop-
osing to jettison the only tangible evi-
dence that it still exists - the 
Maryfield secretariat and inter-gov-
ernmental conferences. 

"To his credit for the moment, the 
Taoiseach, Mr Haughey, sees this as 
too high a price to pay for being 
allowed a future say in discussions 
about the Six Counties once every-
thing has been decided by the Union-
ists and the British," the EC said. 

The Association had been at the 
forefront of many important political 
campaigns du r ing the last nine 
months, launched a number of in-
fluential, and financially successful, 
publications, and received an influx 
of new recruits, the EC noted, re-
viewing work done since the Liver-
pool conference voted in the current 
leadership and ratified the appoint-
ment of Conor Foley as national or-
ganiser last September. 

Justice issues have been a top 
priority. The Prevention of Terrorism 
Apt Briefing for trade unionists on 
the workings of the Act exceeded its 
initial print run and is now included 
in the information pack of the new 
Repeal the PTA campaign. Justice De-
nied, the pamphlet launched last No-
vember on miscarriages of justice, 
has also sold out, making the number 
two spot in one alternative booksel-
ler's bestsellers list. 

The continuing scandal of deaths in 
the building industry has been the 
second of the CA's campaigning 
priorities, and the EC further agreed 
,to launch a major publicity project in 
conjunction with the Action Group 

for Irish Youth and the Construction 
Safety Campaign to highlight the 
carnage, working with prominent 
campaigning photographer David 
Hevey. 

The third political priority has been 
the development of the case for Brit-
ish disengagement both through the 
broad-based Time To Go! campaign 
and in our own work. Following the 
successful strategy pamphlet How To 
Go, the CA is publ ishing a new 
pamphlet this month by Campaign 
for Democracy convenor Kevin 
McCorry on Protestant participation 
in the building of Irish national 
democracy. 

Progress over the last year will be 
reviewed at the 1990 annual con-
ference, to be held in Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, London on Satur-
day 14 October, with a social in the 
evening. 

Plans are already in place for the 
rest of the year. The CA is publishing 
a comprehensive trade union infor-
mation pack next month, and, on Sat-
urday 10 October, organising a trade 
un ion seminar - ' I r ish Uni ty : 
Strategies for Consent' - in manufac-
turing and services union MSF head-
quarters. Speakers so far confirmed 
include, among others, Labour Party 
Northern Ireland spokesman Kevin 
McNamara, Irish campaigner Clare 
Short MP and Irish Labour Party TD 
Emmet Stagg. " J x 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH: Martin Moriarty and Sheffield CA member 
Georglna Hlrsch, whoehalred the meeting 

TURNING BACK the clock to the 
days of the Stormont regime will 
not bring peace to Ireland, execu-
tive member Martin Moriarty told 
a Connolly Association meeting 
in Sheffield last month. 

Launching the Association's 
No Return to Stormont cam-
paign, the meeting was held as 
part of Sheffield's Ireland Fort-
night, organieed by the Labour 
Committee on Ireland, the 
Troops Out Movement and 
Women and Ireland. 

In a detailed critique of ihe 
Anglo-Irish Accord he showed 
how It formed part of Britain'* 
strategy for "managing" the 
crisis In the north of Ireland by 
enlisting Dublin's support. A 
new devolved assembly was one 
element of the same long-term 
strategy, he said. It would not 
bring peace became it failed to 
deal with the roots of the Irish 
crisis. "While Britlsh power re-
mains the Unionists Know that 
their ability to maintain their 
domination through sectarian 
dlscrmlnatlon 
of 

J J . . . I I I 
guaranteed ami nothing 'will 
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NUR BACKS WITHDRAWAL 
alt union NUR voted decisively 
to support a declaration of In-
tent by the British government 
towtthdraw from Ireland at Its 
conference last month. The 
sueceesful motion noted 
Brooke's comments that there 
was no military solution to the 
problems and stated that the 
Anglo-Irish Accord had also 
failed to bring peace. It was car-
ried by 55 votes to 33 against the 
advice of NUR general secretary 
Jimmy Knapp. 

BIRMINGHAM SIX The Liver-
pool Branch of the Connolly As-
sociation staged a fund-raising 
social for the Birmingham Six 
on Monday 25 June. The event, 
at the Liverpool Irish Centre, 
featured several local musi-
cians including Greg Qulry, 
Shay Black and the Irish 
Centre's own Pipe Band. The 
highlight of the night was a per-
formance by the Ryan Brothers, 
a rousing rebel band who are 
long-standing friends of the 
Connolly Association In Liver-
pool. Among those who came 
along to support the event were 
Councillor Joe Devanney and 
Bob Parry MP, along with Peter 
Kiffoyle who wlH replace Eric 
Heffer as Labour candidate for 
Walton at the next election. Al-
together £3S0was raised for the 
Birmingham Six campaign and 
a great time was had by all. 
thanks to alt those who helped 
out. 

[grama The South-
ve drawn up 

a questionnaire concerning the 
experiences,: attitudes and as-
piratlons of the Irish community 

3lnLondon. They see an urgent 
need for a survey particularly of 
jthe younger first-generation 
iltish andwiflbe publishing their 
findings in a report in the 
autumn. Copies of the ques-
tionnaire can be obtained from 
Barry Cannon or Steve Brennan 
c/o the CRSPU, 207 Havil St, 
London SE57SB. 

ia«ie«:nMsa:iyw A new pub-
lishing venture has been laun-
ched in Dublin to provide an 
outlet for the dissemination of 
progressive Ideas and debate. 
Legal expert Kader Asdmal, lec-
turer Tomas MacSiomoin, artist 
Robert Baltagh and trade union-
ist Brian Andorson are its direc-
tors. Qib - A Modest Exposure 
and Squaring With Reality are 
Fulcrum's first two publishing 
ventures. Gib Is a pamphlet-
length poem on the Gibraltar 
murders by Jack Mitchell. 
Squaring With Reality by Antoln 
O'Muircheartalgh deals with the 
complex and topical question of 
the relationship between na-
tionalism and socialism. Both 
'publications will shortly be 
available from the Four Provin-
ces Bookshop. 

NEWS 

British and Irish lawyers make the case for international standards 

Human rights launch 
ANEW GROUP, set u p to 

r e sea rch a n d publ ic i se 
human rights issues is and 
arising from the conflict in 
Northern Ireland was laun-

ched in Denmark in late June. The 
London-based Britain and Ireland 
Human Rights Project has been 
formed by leading British and Irish 
lawyers lo make the case for interna-
tional pressure on the British govern-
ment to conform to international 
standards on human rights which or-
ganisers believe are being aban-
doned in a "self-defeating short cut 
to fight terrorism". 

The Copenhagen launch coincided 
with an intergovernmental meeting 
of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operat ion in Europe - better 
known as the Helsinki process - and 
formed part of a.month-long parallel 
activities conference of international 
human rights groups organised by 
the Danish Human Rights Commit-
tee. 

Prominent patrons of the newly-
formed project include former solici-
tor-general Peter Archer MP; New 
York City's United Nations Commis-
sioner Paul O'Dwyer; Dublin-based 
international lawyer Kader Asmal; 
former secretary general of Amnesty 
International Martin Ennals; and 
Lord Tony Gifford QC, who, in addi-
tion to his other achievements, re-
cently became a member of the 
Jamaican Bar. 

S t rongly r ep re sen t ed too are 
defence lawyers associated with the 
Birmingham, Guildford and Win-
chester cases: Helena Kennedy QC, 
Mike Mansfield QC, and Gareth 
Peirce. Former G u i l d f o r d Four 
prisoner Paul Hill is a patron, along 
with Washington-based writer and 
journalist Sean Cronin. The patrons 
list includes. Euro-MPs Christine 
Crawley and Carole Tongue; cam-
paigners Clare Short MP and Peter 
Hain, who were leading figures in 
Time To Go!; Andrew Puddephat 
a n d Paddy Hi l lya rd of Lib-
erty/NCCL, and Father Bobby Gil-
more of the Irish Chaplaincy Scheme. 

How can you 

By giving a donation to our 
sustentaion fund, which helps 
to cover our monthly out-
goings. Send whatever you 
can afford to Connolly Associ-
ation, 244-246 Gray's Inn 
Road, London WC1. For gifts 
last month thanks to; 

B Chambers £1, B Feeney £2, 
S Healy £7, CO S £5, P Brans-
field £7, P t Mullln £20, D 
O'Connor £10, M Keane £2, T 
Mernagh £2, K Doody £1, AJ 
Kenny £12, M Brennan (in 
Memory of C Findlay) £5, S 
Healy £20, P Quin £5,1 Arnold 
£2, EM Johnston £3, V Deegan 
£5, FHO £3.50, PE Dwyer 
£3.50, South London CA £65, 
R Green £5. Total £186.00 

Bankers Orders: £67 

The Britain and Ireland Human 
Rights Project has been meeting pri-
vately since April, planning a re-
search programme and publications 
schedule. The group will be studying 
all aspects of human rights - from 
civil and political liberties to social 
and economic rights. They argue that 
greater access to, and knowledge of, 
international thinking on human 
rights will aid and clarify thinking on 
Northern Ireland. 

The first educational publication, 
which will be available in Britain and 
Ireland this summer, is a human 
rights history of the last 20 years in 
Northern Ireland written by a project 
patron Kader Asmal. Asmal is the 
president of the Irish Council for 
Civil Liberties, and the new pamph-
let owes much to his role in chairing 
a lawyers' inquiry into shoot-to-kill 
allegations in the North. As a senior 
lecturer in law in Trinity College, Du-
blin, he is well-qualified to draw out 
the implications of ^ 
Britain 's involve- g ^ g ^ g m 
ment in Northern 
I re land f rom the 
standpoint of inter-
na t iona l h u m a n 
rights law on self-
determination. 

The project has 
also helped set u p a 
human rights con-
so r t ium of con-
c e r n e d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
which inc ludes 
such groups as Lib-
erty /NCCL, Cam-
paign fro Press and 
Broadcasting Free-
dom, Interights and 
International Alert. 
This consortium 
ha» agreed to work 
towards holding a conference on 
human rights in Northern Ireland in 
London in June 1991. Discussions 
which will reach out across the spec-
trum of voluntary and community 
organisations are to culminate in a 
preparatory conferenceto be held on 
International Human Rights Day, 10 
December1990. >•> ( 

Commenting on their decision to 

'Over the past 
20 years, there 

has been a 
scandalous 
decline in 
regard for 
elementary 

principles of 
human rights' 

their case at European level, 
point to the hypoaisy of the 

British government "flag-waving for 
Westej-n values" while their human 
rights record in the European Courts 
is worse than that of any other signa-
tory to the European Convention of 
Human.Rights. . -

The government is presently'in a 
state of derogation from the Conven-
tion because it refuses to abide by the 
ruling of the European Court which 
found against seven-day detentions 
under the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act. Signatory states have limited 
rights to derogate from the conven-
tion in cases of war or national emer-
gencies threatening thej i feof the 
state. 

The government is saying one thing 
in Europe and another thing to Par-
liament: "Mrs Thatcher argues that 
Northern Ireland is 'as British as 
Finchley', yet to Europe'* human 
rights watchdogs, she justifies deci -

sions by claiming there is . rt emer-
gency threatening the life of the na-
tion." 

Organisers illustrate the helpful 
role that international human rights 
pressure can apply by describing the 
success of the MacBride Principles 
initiative in the United States - aimed 
atintroducingaffirmativeaction pro-
grammes to combat religious dis-
crimination in employment. In are of 
rapid change throughout Europe, 
there is a strong case to subject Bri-
tain's human rights record to critical 
examination. Such pressure presents 
an effective strategy for the demili-
tarisation'of the conflict. 

The United Nations missed an op-
portunity to discuss the crisis in Ire-
land in 1969 - at the onset of direct 
British military involvement. At the 
time the British government persist-
ed in its claim that Northern Ireland 
was a 'domestic' concern. By the time 
international bodies felt able to over-

r ide thew British 
• • • • • view, it was to dis-

cuss allegations of 
torture. By then the 
escalating circle of 
violence had been 
established. Today, 
the legacy of human 
r ights abuses , 
which have spilled 
over to Britain and 
the Republic of Ire-
land, show every 
sign of ge t t ing 
worse. 

Speaking for the 
project, co-ordina-
tor Martin Collins 
says: "We are con-
cerned above all 
with the obligations 
of the government 
to prometorrespect 

for, and observe internationakstand-
ards on human rights and fun-
damental freedoms. 

"Over the part 20 years, there has 
been a scandalous decline in regard 
for elementary principles of human 
rights: the right to life, the right to a 
fair trial, the right to privacy and se-
curity of person,^freedom of move-
ment, freedom «f expression - all 

.have ceme unddr attack. 
"There is no-fpower to derogate 

from the European Convention on 
nutters which affect the right to life, 
yet the government has still not acted 
on Amnesty International's propo-
sals for speedy and thorough in-
quiries into disputed kill ings 
involving members of the security 
forces." 

The project believes that shortcom-
ings in the administration of justice, 
abolition of jury trial^for serious of-
fences, religious discrimination and 
broadcasting censorshipall "fan the 
flames of discontent and take North-
ern Ireland further away than ever 
from a political solution." 

The project is optimistic that 
human rights in Northern Ireland 
can be placed on thew international 
agenda. The changed atmosphere 
created by Gorbachev's reforms gave 
new life to theCSCE process initiated 
with the signing of the Helsinki Final 
Act in 1975 - and in January 1989, a 
CSCE conference called in Vienna 

decided to allow participating states 
formally to raise human rights issues, 
including individual cases in other 
member states. This could be done in 
a series of further conferences - Paris 
in 1989, Copenhagen in June 1990, 
Moscow in October 1991 and Helsin-
ki in March 1992. 

For the Copenhagen conference, 
the host Danish government agreed 
to facilitate a parallel conference to 
enable non-governmental organisa-
tions to meet to discuss items of mu-
tual concern and lobby official 
delegations. 

Following successful attempts to 
internationalise the Birmingham Six 
issue - gaining hearings in Congres-
sional Human Rights Committee is 
Washington, at the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission in Gene-
va, and at the European Assemblv at 
Strasbourg - the Birmingham Six 
campaign w o n new suppor t in 
Copenhagen, lobbying 21 govern-
mental delegations from the 35 CSCE 
member states. In the DSil, questions 
have been asked, and a number of 
TDs have expressed anger that the 
Irish government did not give a lead 
in initiating such diplomatic moves. 

In the campaign's parallel activities 
session, held on 25 June, Gerry Con-
Ion spoke movingly of his own ex-
periences in seeking justice. He was 
joined by Birmingham Six relatives 
Breda Power and Kate Mcllkenny; 
Jeremy Corbyn MP; Richard Balfe 
MEP and Father Bobby Gilmore. Mi-
chael Farrell represented the Dublin-
based Committee on Miscarriages of 
Justice, which organised last year's 
Parade of the Innocents and more 
recently an imaginative river pa-
geant for the victims of British injus-
tices. 

Irish issues were also prominent in 
other sessions. A rally on censorship 
with Article 19, Index on Censorship, 
the International Federation of Jour-
nalists and the International Organi-
sation of Journalists, drew attention 
to the british broadcasting ban on 
named organisations and Section 31 
of the Irish Republic's Broadcasting 
Act. 

A meeting organised by Interights 
pn Litigating International Human 
Rights Instruments looked at way s in 
which international legislation can 
be used in support of human rights 
issues, and drew extensively on ex-
perience of cases where the British 
government had been successfully 
forced to change its practices after 
being taken to the European Courts. 

In addition to its co-ordinating 
work in England preparing for what 
is described as a Human Rights As-
sembly on Northern Ireland to be 
held in London in the summer of 
1991, the British and Ireland Human 
Rights Project has organised formal 
meetings with human rights groups 
from the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and a n u m b e r of i n t e rna t iona l 
bodies, arguing for pressure to be put 
on the British government. It pro-
poses to publish a full dossier on 
human rights issues arising from the 
conflict in the North which will be the 
centre of a diplomatic offensive at the 
CSCE Human Rights Conference in 
Moscow in 1991. 
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IN BRIEF 

USTICE Justice For All is 
the title of a new publication 
based on the Shankill Road. 
Its editorial describes it as "a 
non-political non-sectarian 
group that has emerged from 
the need for a voice within the 
Loyalist community to high-
light the injustices that per-
meate our society. 

"Since we emanate from 
within the Loyalist community 
we can accept that we look at 
injustices from the Loyalist 
point of view. 

"However that should be 
welcomed by all people inter-
ested in Justice in the world 
because for many years 
Loyalists were muzzled 
through fear of being called 
traitors and suffered their in-
justices in silence. 

"Through our magazine we 
hope to highlight injustices in 
general and to increase 
awareness throughout the 
world that injustice knows no 
religion or politics". 

The July issue of the maga-
zine includes a detailed ac-
count of the cynical 
shoot-to-kill operation which 
caused the death of loyalist 
Brian Robinson in September 
last year - he was shot dead by 
undercover British soldiers 
who had watched him as-
sassinate a Catholic; the ef-
fects of the Stevens inquiry 
arrests on the loyalist com-
munity; and integration in 
Crumlin Road prison. Copies 
are available from Justice For 
All, 252 Shankill Road, Belfast 
BT13. 

KILLING CHILDREN Fifteen-
year-old Seamus Duffy was 
not involved in rioting when he 
was shot dead by the RUC on 
the anniversary of internment 
last August. 

An inquest jury last month 
dismissed claims by the se-
curity forces that the school-
boy was ringleader" of a 
rioting mob. 

The RUC's claims were com-
pletely contradicted by local 
eye witnesses who insist that, 
although there had been 
minor disturbances on the 
evening in question, there was 
no rioting in the area at the 
time when Duffy was shot. 

The R U C admitted to firing 96 
plastic bullets in the area that 
night. Over 20 youths were in-
jured and a baby was almost 
killed when a bullet smashed 
through a window and into its 
cot. The RUC opened fire on 
people trying to give medical 
assistance to Duffy, hitting 
two teenagers, and threatened 
his family with a plastic bullet 
gun inside the Mater Hospital. 

Under Northern Ireland law, 
the RUC officers who killed 
Duffy were not required to at-
tend the inquest or submit to 
cross-examination. 

IRISH NEWS 

Life in the Long Kesh cages 

THESE SKETCHES by West Bel-
fast's Sinn Fein MP on his years 
in the Maze Prison Lrng Kesh, in 
the mid-70s are likely to become 
a minor classic of prison lit-
erature. 

For Adams is a writer. As his 
youthful reminiscences, Falls 
Memories, have already shown, 
he has the writer's gift to bring 
characters alive before us, make 
incident interesting and show the 
humour and humanity which 
make life endurable for people 
who have got themselves into the 
most desperate position for a 
cause they believe in. 

Though the author does not ob-
trude, what he writes tells us in-
directly a lot about himself. For 

no solem i fanatic or po-faced 
politician could write this danc-
ing collection of reminiscence. 
The style is the man. Describe 
others and you tell us about your-
self. Those who read these 
prison sketches dispassionately 
will have to admit that they show 
their author to be a person of 
warm humanity, sensitivity and 
above all humour, which de-
pends on a capacity to stand out-
side ourselves and smile -
something rare in politi-
cians,whose occupational dis-
ease is vanity. 

Many of the pieces were 
smuggled out of the Long Kesh 
cages and originally published in 
the Republican press under the 

pen-name "Brownie". They are 
full of characters • Egbert, Your 
Man, Cratur, the Dosser, Cedric. 
Full of incident too • The 
"Twalfth" in Long Kesh, Christ-
mas-time, escape attempts, cler-
gical visits, the Sinn Fein Ard 
Fheis inside the prison, poteen-
making: "The Commander held 
that you can make alcohol from 
nearly anything as long as you 
have sugar and yeast. The rest is 
just for taste. It's the alcohol is 
important." One chapter is har-
rowing - the description of the 
forced feeding of Frank Stagg, 
who died on hunger strike in 
Wakefield Prison in 1976. 

Two reactions. The first is the 
disgrace and scandal of it all. 
The men in Cage 11 and their 
comrades in the other cages 
were in gaol in their own country, 
put there by a foreign govern-
ment that has not got a jot or tittle 
of right to be in Ireland. Long 
Kesh has been going for 20 years 
now. The British government 
has incarcerated thousands of 

men and women during that time. 
Thousands of mothers and fa-
thers, wives and children have 
spent years visiting these 
prisons and it is they who do the 
real time. Today there are about 
800 Republicans in prison al-
together, mostly in British Jails In 
the Six Counties, though the 
worst-off are those in jails in Bri-
tain. 

The other is that Adams should 
keep writing. He must have 
countless reminiscences and ex-
periences since the mkJ-70s that 
are worth recording. Even if it 
would be impolitic to publish 
many of them for a long while, let 
us hope he is writing them down 
for publication sometime, as part 
of a further tribute in the future to 
the past. If he does he will some-
day have an Irish political classic 
on his hands. 

This book shows he has the ca-
pacity to write it. 

• Cage Eleven is published by 
Brandon Books at £4.95 

• ANTHONY COUGHLAN 

Latest closure spells disaster for the entire industry 

Wool crisis unravels 
COUNTY CORK'S Dripsey 

Woollen Mills have been 
put into receivership with 
the loss of 60 jobs - the only 
work in the area - after the 

government ' s own development 
agency refused to help the company. 

The IDA refused point-blank an ap-
plication for a few thousand pounds 
to carry the business over a few 

months in spite of its loss of millions 
of pounds of taxpayers' money to 
foreign companies over a period of 
years. 

The closure is the latest in a long 
line in the area. In September 1983, 
Dunlop closed its doors and 680 wor-
kers lost their jobs. The following 
year Verolme closed with the loss of 
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450 jobs, as did Ford with the loss of 
a further 800. 

This year, Sunbeam finished with 
the loss of 400 jobs. Then another 
Cork food processing firm which has 
been operating in the city for the past 
84 years closed its doors for the last 
time with 31 jobs lost. Downdall 
O'Mahoney and Co. Ltd., which was 
taken over by Kraft Foods some years 
ago, was engaged in the manufacture 
of Fry tex and Sunrose Margarine. It 
was a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Kraft, the US-based multinational 
which in turn was taken over by the 
Philip Morris Corporation last year. 

But the Dripsey Woollen Mills clo-
sure isn't just a disaster for Cork: it's 
a disaster for what's left of the entire 
woollen industry in Ireland 

THE MILLS turned out the best 
products in the world, especially 
blankets. Now the only blankets 

sold in Ireland are of inferior material 
from cheap labour countries, who 
pay low. wages in their factories and 
sell in high cost countries such as 
Ireland. No woollen mills exist in 
Ireland: the factory in Foxfort, Co. 
Mayo, closed its doors some years 
ago. T h e Foxfort Blanket was 
equally known worldwide 

Almost 95 per cent of the wool pro-
duced in this country is exported for 
processing abroad, depriving Ireland 
of a multi-million pound industry. 
Wool is currently being exported at 
low prices to Bradford and Edin-
burgh and often imported back pro-
cessed into this country at up to 16 
times its export price 

It is ludicrous that the wool indus-
try in Ireland has virtually ceased to 
exist given that wc have the highest 
number of sheep ever and that the 
demand for Irish woollen fashions is 
at its peak. The current sheep stock 
is 7.7 million, producing 13 million 

kilos of wool each year, but only 5 per 
cent of that wool clip remains in this 
country. 

The present high-quality image en-
joyed by the Irish tweed industry 
could be further enhanced by the 
provision of a total Irish quality pack-
age, processed, spun, blended, de-
signed and manufactured in Ireland. 
The IDA is encouraging fly-by-night 
foreign industries who gobble u p the 
grants and perks, and after a few 
years disappear with the loss of mil-
lions of Irish taxpayers' money while 
one of the greatest standard bearers 
for Irish skills is being processed 
abroad. „ 

With the technology we have avail-
able today there is no reason why 
most of the Irish wool should not be 
processed at home, which would in-
crease the profitability of the wool 
industry and would increase stable 
and long-term employment - par-
ticularly important in rural areas. It 
would also be a thriving contributor 
both to the economy generally and to 
stemming emigration. 

Sporadic efforts are made by local 
development-minded people but 
without official backing from gov-
e rnment depa r tmen t s and state 
bodies like the IDA, disillusion fol-
lows when their suggestions are ig-
nored. 

The established woollen mills in 
Dripsey and Foxfort were closed and 
abandoned. The re-opening of the-
mills would greatly benefit from the 
quality local supply of fleece with a 
commercial production of over 7 mil-
lion Irish sheep each year at a pre-
mium price of £10 per fleece. Small 
sheep-farmers will continue to be ex-
ploited until the country again re-
opens the woollen mills, which in 
effect means the reconstitution of the 
National Wool Council for the setting:; 
up of a processing facility for wool 
immediately. 

• JIM SAVAGE 
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IRISH NEWS 

'Equalising with England was our World Cup victory' 

Ole, ole, ole, ole 
OLE INDEED. It will be long 

before I re land fo rge t s 
World Cup Italia 1990. Or 
ceases to recall the eupho-
ria wh ich seized the 

country as Jack Charlton's team got 
to the World quarter-finals. 

Never was there such a sea of tricol-
ours as; in OConnell Street, Dublin, 
when nearly half a million people 
turned out to welcome the team 
home. Rarely can Ireland have seen 
such a surge of unifying national 
emotion. 

Who says Irish nationalism is dead? 
For nationalism is what it was of 
course - a sense of collective pride in 
the accomplishment of the national 
team. Pride too in the compliments 
paid to the good behaviour and good 
h u m o u r of the I r ish fans w h o 
travelled to Italy, whose conduct con-
trasted sharply with that of some 
other countries' contingents. And en-
thusiasm at having found something 
at last around which everyone in the 
country could unite. 

Symbolic nationalism is what it 
was. People imaginatively identified 
with the efforts of the men on the 
football field, so that for a while they 
became1 a symbol of the nation. It is 
easier to unite around symbols than 
realities. But those June weeks en-
abled the country, at a time of con-
s ide rab le d i sp i r i t edness a b o u t 
politics and the economy, to indulge 
uninhibitedly in a bout of national 
good-cheer and feeling. 

If was national feeling, moreover, 
which stretched to include the Irish 
in Britain. The presence on the team 
of so many Irish players from Britain 
must have underlined to huge num-

bers at home the continued import-
ance of the exiles and the Irish herit-
age on this side of the water. 

The country had no illusions about 
the prospect of actually winning the 
World Cup. People were giving the 
national team full marks for effort. 
They were cheered that a group from 
a small country like Ireland should 

The West Brit, 
element, 
who are 

snobbish 
to the core, 
went about 

grinding their 
teeth or 
sneering 
at it all 

have got as far as it did. Equalising 
w|th England, the old antagonist, 

rightly seen as a great achieve-
ment. That was our World Cup vic-
tory, said Charlton. 

Unlike in some other countries 
there is no racism or hooliganism in 
Irish football fever. The Irish team 
has two black members. Indeed a 
public opinion poll shows that the 
most popular member of the Irish 

Internationalists link up at 
alternative Dublin 'summit' 

ANTI-EEC and 'alternative' move-
ments from around Western Eu-
rope met In Dublin under the 
auspices of the Ireland 2 0 0 0 -
Amarach organisation Just across 
the road from the Dublin Castle 
'Summit' at the end of June. 

They came from the political 
Right and Left Lord Stoddart of 
Swindon represented Britain's 
anti-Marketeers, Ole Ruborg the 
Danish People's Movement and 
Jean-Michel Galano the Commun-
ist Party of France. Anti-Market 
movements In Norway, Austria 
and Switzerland were there too. It 
was agreed that Ireland 2 0 0 0 -
Amarach would organise an occa-
sional newsletter to maintain and 
extend the links between groups 
fighting to maintain democracy in 
the face of the assault from the 
EEC. 

Ireland 2000-Amarach is the 

new umberella group of Ireland's 
anti-Marketeers, it links together 
those who supported Raymond 
Crotty in last year's EEC election 
and members of groups like the 
Irish Sovereignty Movement, CND 
and others who are opposed to 
further centralisation of power in 
Brussels. It includes trade union-
ists opposed to the European 
Monetary Union Treaty scheduled 
for next year. 

Lord Stoddart is chair of the 
Campaign for an Independent Bri-
tain, the new name of what usedbe 
the British Anti-Common Market 
Action Campaign. He is a Labour 
member of the House of Lords 
who resigned as a Whip for the 
Callaghan Government because 
of its attitude to the EEC. 

He brought greetings to the Du-
blin audience from the Campaign 
tor an Independent Britain. In a 

team is one of them, Paul McGrath, 
who is especially liked for his good 
humour and friendly demeanour. 

The West Brit, element, who are 
snobbish to the core, went about 
grinding their teeth or sneering at it 
all. Any manifestation of Irish nation-
alism is utterly abhorrent to them. 
Eamon Dunphy, a TV sports com-
menfator who is notoriously "West 
Brit" in attitude, made some deroga-
tory remarks but was told where to 
get off by the Englishman Charlton. 

When Ireland was in the European 
Cup some years ago Conor Cruise 
O'Brien wrote an article in the Lon-
don Times propounding the theory 
that the Irish were not aggressive or 
hooligan in their football because 
they had other ways of showing ag-
gression - like being nationalistic 
about the North and the IRA! A typi-
cally Rathgar middle-class attitude 
which got its answer in the genial 
euphoria of June 1990. 

This time Cruise O'Brien had the 
grace to keep silent about the Irish 
team and its fans. Instead he resorted 
once again to the welcoming London 
Times to have a go at the Irish Anti-
Apartheid Movement. "Hard-line 
elements in the AA," he wrote, had 
put Mandela up to saying the British 
should talk to the IRA in order to 
"reward" them for allegedly helping 
the ANC in the 1970s! 

This is as absurd as the Cruiser's 
erstwhile theory about Irish football. 
But it is revealing of the venom the 
West Brit, element in Irish life are 
capable of - and of the welcome given 
to any reactionary anti-Irish message 
by some of England 's "qual i ty" 
newspapers. 

fighting speech he pointed to the 
paradox that at a time when so 
many East European states, were 
reasserting their national inde-
pendence, Brussels shouljTbe 
forcing through further centralis-
ing measures and bureaucratic 
rules in the name of European 
Union. 

"It is surprising that-the Irish 
Government should be aiding arid 
abetting thisr gadarene dash for 
political, economic and monetary 
union," said Stoddart. "i am 
amazed that the Irish people with 
120 years experience of damaging 
EMU with Britain should appear to 
be so eager to embark on EMU 
with the EEC, where Ireland's in-
terests will be even more 
swamped than those of the United 
Kingdom. For after all London is 
nearer to Dublin than Brussels,"he 
said. 

Dr Margit Scherb from Austria 
told the conference that the proper 
response to the pretensions of the 
EEC was to develop an interna-
tional campaign in defence of na-
t ional democracy. Similar 
get-togethers of 'alternative' 
groupings are likely to take place 
at the six-monthly EEC 'Summits' 
from now on, beginning in Italy in 
December. This development 
begun in Dublin Is bound over time 
to strengthen significantly the in-
ternational impact of the anti-EEC 
movement. 
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WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Will Kinnock 
speak for Britain? 

TALK ABOUT history repeating itself as farce. For years 
the British built up NATO, rearmed Germany and, in 
the sacred cause of anti-communism, wasted vast na-
tional resources on military spending. Meanwhile the 
Germans and Japanese - without Britain's world "re-

sponsibilities" • forged economically ahead. Now while Gor-
bachev and Kohl decide the outlines of the new Europe 
between themselves - talk of shades of the 1939 Nazi-Soviet 
Pact - the British find themselves out-smarted by the Germans. 
Like a latter-day Churchill, Nicholas Ridley makes noises off. 

Huff, puff and indignation. Outrage, cant and pontification. 
What a storm of condemnmation the hacks of the pro-EEC 
press, dutifully doing the bidding of their millionaire masters, 
heaped on Ridley for his comments on the EEC. 

Here was one of the Government's own Ministers, whose 
job for years has been to sell out the interests of the country to 
the Common Market along with the rest of the Cabinet, for 
once giving the game away as to what it is ail about. 

"European Monetary Union is a German racket designed to 
take over the whole of Europe, with the French behaving like 
poodles to the Germans... TTie EEC Commission are 17 une-
lected reject politicians,with no accountability to anybody, who 
are not responsible for rasiing taxes,just spending money, and 
who are pandered to by a supine parliament, which also is not 
responsible for raising taxes and is already behaving with an ar-
rogance that is breathtaking." 

And Ireland? "The Germans are already running most of the 
Community. I mean they pay half of the countries. Ireland gets 
6 per cent of their gross domestic product this way. When is Ire-
land gpoing to stand up to the Germans?" 

All true. All obvious to anyone who cares to look around. 
Confirmed moreover by the decision of the June EEC Summit 
in Dublin to hold two conferences at the end of this year in 
Italy. One to draw up a Treaty of Monetary Union for the EEC, 
and another a Treaty of Political Union. Both would be giant 
steps towards a European Superstate effectively dominated by 
Germany - Hitler's dream of conquest - Festung Europa - at- • 
tained peacefully by economic means. 

Democrats and Labour people everywhere have a basic duty 
to speak up against these plans. An EEC Political Union would 
mean the end to Irish neutrality and independence in foreign 
policy. At Dublin the EEC Prime Ministers agreed to discuss 
the coordination of "security",without qualification - going be-
yond the commitment to align only "the political and economic 
aspects" of security, which is the Single European Act position. 

An EEC Monetary Union would mean there could be no ex-
change rate changes between countries to take account of dif-
ferences in level of economic development and capacity - any 
more than then there are currency differences between Lanca-
shire and Kent.lt means a common EEC currency, a European 
Central Bank and EEC control over Government budgets and 
taxes and public spending. It means Government from Brussel; 
in all essentials - a destruction of national democracy com-
parable to what would have happened if Hitler had won in-
stead of losing World War II. 

For Ireland, economic and monetary union would return us 
to the position of political-economic maiginality we were in 
during the 19th century, when we were part of the UK economic 
and monetary union. In turn Britain would be reduced vis-a-
vis Europe to the position Ireland was then in vis-a-vis Britain. 

A report last year from Dublin's prestigious National Econ-
omic and Social Council showed why a Monetary Union would 
be folly. Two statistics sum it up. EEC expenditure is equival-
ent to 1 percent of the combined gross product of the EEC Mem-
ber States, whereas national public spending is over 
one-quarter of GNP. In the light of such a difference, no likely 
or foreseeable resource-transfer from Brussels could compen-
sate for the permanent surrender by peripheral Ireland - or pe-
ripheral Britain - of control over its exchange rate, currency, 
credit and budget policy, as is entailed by monetary union. 

In an absence of compensating transfer of resources mem-
bership of a European Monetary Union would mean massive 
unemployment and a drain of capital, people and jobs from the 
weaker, peripheral countries towards the rich, developed Gold-
en Triangle area of the continent, with Germany at its centre, 

Labour's Neil Kinnock has attacked Maggie Thatcher for her 
"tin-pot nationalism" in relation to the EEC. He called for Rid-
ley's resignation for being "anti-European." Labour under Kin-
nock has abandoned its opposition to the EEC, which is 
maintained only by Tony Benn, Peter Shore and Labour's Left. 
Yet the latest EEC moves for a Political and Monetary Union 
will be disastrous for the British people and the working class. 
When is Kinnock going to speak up for Britain and its working 
people? 
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MEDIA WATCH 

The wages of sin 

T1S SAID of some of the most beautiful churches in 
Rome that they owe a goodly part of their finery to 
the beneficence of harlots, who, when past turning a 
dishonest penny, sought their treasure in heaven. 1 
am reminded of this by the news that the University 

of Oxford is to be endowed by Mr Rupert Murdoch to the 
tune of £3 million. 

That's the equal of three Bingo jackpots in the Super 
Soaraway Sun. 

And rather more than The Times paid pornographer and 
forger, Richard Pigott, in its irenzy to do down Parnell. 

More too, I'd guess, than it pays currently to Parnell's bio-
grapher Conor Cruise O'Brien. 

Imagine Murdoch reading, let alone admiring, Newman's 
Idea of a University or Matthew Arnold's Culture ant1 An-
archy. Or commissioning such thought-provoking essays for 
The Sun. Or pitting such high, Oxford-cultivated, minds 
against those of Norman Tebbit and Samantha Fox on Sky 
television. 

A whimsical idea, sure to be laughed to scorn twixt Ox-
ford's dreaming spires! But there is nothing in the least fan-
ciful about Murdoch. He's as hard-nosed a capitalist as 
Dickens' creation Gradgrind. 

Murdoch's millions will provide for a new chair of Eng-
lish and Media studies at Oxford. Undergraduates will be of-
fered the chance, during their vacations, to hone their writing 
talents on his papers. 

It looks like a bargain. 
From this autumn, because of cuts in maintenance grants, 

students will be expected to saddle themselves with bank 
loans, repayable when they might expect to be settling down, 
marrying, getting mortgages and children. Further new regu-
lations will stop them applying for social security during va-
cations when, traditionally, the more academic of them 
pursued their studies or travelled to broaden their view of 
the world. 

Enter fairy godfather Murdoch, waving a cheque book 
and posing as a patron of learning. One doesn't have to have 
a degree in economics to get a whiff of brimstone from the 
bargain. Young gifted but penurious writers will pledge 
their souls to Murdoch, as Faust once did to the devil. And 
sums which a hardened hack would see as a single liquid 
luncheon voucher will suddenly look like the contents of So-
lomon's mines. 

I've had a nodding acquaintance with the lure of the Mur-
doch lucre. During the GOTCHA! campaign and the Lady 
Belgrano's War in the South Atlantic I contributed some sat-
irical letters to a local paper puncturing much of the jingoist 
bombast of the day. The editor thought one of them too im-
prudent to publish but he and his colleagues enjoyed it so 
much that I was invited out for a drink. 

Never one to shirk the cause of duty, no matter how un-
pleasant, I accepted and met among the editor's colleagues a 
bright, Jesuit-educated graduate of Irish parentage. He had 
the greatest of contempt for Thatcher, Murdoch and the mur-
derous imbecility of the South Atlantic campaign and, like 
the editor himself, was an affable and civilised young man. 
Alas the last I heard of him he had a senior position on The 
Sun! 

1 would as soon let Murdoch into a University as let a Smw 
photographer take First Holy Communion pictures at a girl's 
convent. 

I see also that Oxford is to have another new Chair. It is 
of Irish studies and 1 believe it derives from other corporate 
philanthropists. 1 await developments with interest 

• DONAL KENNEDY 

IRISH SONGS EDITED BY PATRICK BOND 

Sean fhocail agus abairti 
Le Seamus O Cionnfhaola 

1. Mas mall is direach dioltas De: though slow yet sure is God's 
justice 
2. An rud a chionn an leanbh deineann s6 e: what the child sees he 
does 
3. Is fearr buaineacht na ailneacht: durability is better than beauty 
4. Is mar a ch6ile, aois, uaisleacht, aguscumbacht: identical is age, 
dignity, and power, to them alike 
5. Is ionnan ithe agus 61 nuair atd duine ag ceannach: It is the same 
- to eat or to drink since a person is buying 
6. Is beag Idir an t-olc agus an maith: there is little between good and 
bad 
7. Na t6ir nios sia na do achmhunie: do not go beyond your means 
8. Ni tuisce faighie na caite: no sooner got than spent 
9. Na tri nithe is g6ire ar bith: the three most sharp things 

Fiacail cun, focal amadain, no teanga mna: a hounds tooth, a fool's 
word, and a woman's tongue 
10. Is fearr beaganle s6gh n4 moran le annrO: a little with peace is 
better than much with contention 

Freedom Walk 
This song was originally released on the flip-side of 

"The Wen Behind the Wire", the famous anti-in-
temment protest released after the round-ups of Au-

gust 1971. It epitomises the optimism of the civil 
right< movement and still has a poignancy today. 

Cold and da rk the morning, just before the sun 
A n e w day is breaking, our struggle has begun 
The people are together, w e shall be free 
In t h i s l a n d our h o m e l a n d . O u r o w n 
democracy 

C H O R U S 

Come all you lads and lassies. Rally to our 
cause 
And seek the abolit ion of those old fashioned 
laws 
Let us open every eye. Let the people see 
What this land our homeland means to you and 
me 

O n the road together. Walk hand in hand. 
Ring the bell of justice over all the land 
All the world is wait ing, watching y o u and me 
In t h i s l a n d our h o m e l a n d . O u r o w n 
democracy 

H o w long must w e travel 'till our journey's 
done? 
H o w long must struggle 'till the f ight is won? 
May w e live in peace again? May w e l ive to see 
T h i s land of ours , o u r h o m e l a n d , a truf 
democracy? 

Time To Go! 
Twenty b loody years f i l l ed with protest death 
and tears 
And a legacy of twenty b i l l ion tears 
To uphold your foreign l a w s see the heartache 
y o u have caused 
And you still wi l l not admit its time to g o 

.... 4 

Well the Empire's tumbled d o w n since the time 
the British crown 
Flew its butchers apron over many lands 
For they fought y o u one b y one and de f i ed your 
British g u n s 
And reluctantly you said its t ime to g o 

Well you w i p e d your b l o o d y hands on India's 
burning sands 
To Kenya and to A d e n y o u brought w o e 
For in every land you s tood you have le f t a trail 
of b lood 
And in Ireland still y o u k n o w its t ime to go 

N ow the martial funeral beat has been heard on 
Engl ish streets 
English mothers share the grief that Ireland's 
k n o w n 
And h o w many of your s o n s must be sent home 
one by one 
Before y o u wi l l admit its t ime to go 

So get on the boat y o u kno\v its t ime to go 
Ah get d o w n the road y o u k n o w its t ime to go 
Ah pack up your kit y o u k n o w its t ime to go 

I THE IRISH BRIGADE - new cassette tape 
About Time available from the Four Prov-

inces Bookshop £5.60 plus £0.40 p&p 

Danny Boy 

O h Danny boy, the pipes, the p ipes a r e calling 
F rom glen to glen and d o w n the moun ta in s ide 
T h e s u m m e r ' s gone and all t he t rees a r e falling 
' t i s y o u must go and I m u s t b i d e 
But c o m e you back w h e n s u m m e r ' s in the 
m e a d o w 
O r when the fields are h u s h e d and whi t e wi th 
s n o w * 
Its I'll be here in sunshine or in s h a d o w 
O h Danny boy, oh Danny boy I love y o u so 

But if you come and all the f lowers a re dy ing 
If I a m dead and dead I m a y well b e 
You'll come and find the place w h e r e I a m lying 
A n d kneel and say an Ave for m e 
A n d I shall hear, though soft y o u r t read above 
m e 
A n d all my grave will w a n n e r swee te r be 
A n d you will bend and tell m e that y o u love m e 
A n d I shall rest in peace unti l come to m e 

If I should live and you should d ie for Ireland 
Let not your dy ing prayer be all for m e 
But say a prayer to God for o u r d e a r s ireland 
A n d he will hear and surely set he r f r ee 
A n d I will take your pike a n d place m y deares t 
I'll str ike a blow, though w e a k that b l o w may be 
To aid the cause which to o u r hea t is nearest 
A n d I shall s leep in peace w h e n I re land ' s f ree 

The Old Alarm Clock 
W h e n f i f t t I c a m e to London, in 1939 
T h e city looked so w o n d e r f u l the gir ls w e r e so 
d iv ine 
But the coppers got suspic ious a n d they soon 
gave m e the knock 
I w a s charged wi th being the o w n e r of an old 
a la rm clock 

Next morn ing d o w n by Mary l ebone I caused n o 
little stir 
T h e IRA w e r e b u s y and the t e l ephone ' s d id b u r n 
Said the Judge I 'm going to cha rge y o u w i t h the 
posession of this machine . 
A n d I 'm also go ing to c h a r g e y o u wi th the 
wear ing of the green 

I said to h im Y o u r honour , if you ' l l g ive m e half 
a chance 
I'll show you h o w this small mach ine can m a k e 
the polis dance 
It ticks a w a y politely 'till you get an a w f u l shock 
When it ticks a w a y the gel ignite in m y o l d a l a rm 
clock 

The Judge he took one look at m e and said see 
here my m a n 
For you an all y o u r count ry I d o not g ive a damn 
And the only t ime you' l l t ake is mine. 10 years in 
Dartmoor Dock 
You can count it by the ticking of your old alarm 
clock 

' rv>; K! 
•••••' r,i 'J-nv ' 

This cell it isn't pre t ty and it isn 't .very b i g 
This lonely Dar tmoor p r i son w o u l d put many in 
the jig 
I'd long ago have left the place if I had only got 
A 
clock 

mm 
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Chronicle of the rise and rise of Opus Dei, the sinister Masonic-style religious cult 

and glory 
Doris Daly 
Ferflal Bowers, The Work, 

:GAL BOWERS is a profes-
inal journalist living in Du-

blin. In this his first book he 

ious cult known as Opus Dei, and 
touches jupon its sinister ramifica-

It is not a very well written book, as 
books of this nature go. It has all the 
haBmaiksofa "rush-job". Itdoesnot 
have an index, and although the 
pages are littered with facts and 
figures and a very comprehensive 
'who's who', it fSils to name interes-
ting members of the cult. So either 
Bowers did not find out enough 
about the followers, or he was coun-
selled out of naming them. I would 

to have the t 
The cult under discussion is Opus 

Dei - 'God's work' - founded in 1928 
by a Spanish Roman Catholic priest, 
a Father Escriva, who one day had a 
vision of himself leading the faithful 
onto earthly glory fighting against 
evils of Godlessness, materialism, 
decadence and "the black plague of 
communism". The pie in the sky 
when you die message seemed to 
have been eclipsed by earthly power 
and glory. 

f Initially Fr. Escriva recruited "men 
only from the ranks of the well-
breached and the higher educated, 
but later extended his attention to 
'docile domesticated' women and re-

cruited them as the skivvies (where 
have I heard this before?) The or-
ganisation's Rule Book is called the 
Way and lists 999 maxims for daily 
practice. And it is interesting to note 
that 999 upside-down becomes '666' 
theMark of The Beast or The Devil as 
set down in the Bible - or the works 
of Alestair Crowley, the high priest 
of Made magic. Bowers' book draws 
no such interesting conclusions: he 
misses much of the symbolism. 

Opus Dei was set up in Ireland in 
1947 by a group of Spaniards who 
took up residence in a house near St. 
Stephens Green, and from there re-
cruited members from UCD, The 
College of Surgeons and fromother 
elitist educational institutions. The 
leader Ramon Madurge became a 
post-graduate student at UCD to fa-
cilitate his credentials in Dublin cir-
cles. The cult had a steady spread 
through, ultra right-wing conserva-
tive Catholics in the businessand fin-
ancial community in Dublin. One 
founder member was General Mul-
cahay's nephew Richard. The 
general was so upset by this that he 
threatened to burn down the Opus 
Dei meeting place! Another early re-
cruit was Cormac Burke, a Sligo bar-
rister who translated the rule book 
into the English language. Burke 
later became an Opus Dei priest and 
now v^orks as a judge at the Holy 
Roman ftote in fhe Vatican. 

By the 1980s, a wave of disquiet 
about the machinations of Opus Dei 
and their methods of coercion, or 
'holy coercion' as it is called by the 
cult, brought it to the attention of 

Telefis Eireann and they produced 
three programmes of an investiga-
tive nature on Opus Dei. From this 
sprang a "live-line" telephone help 
line to rescue all those who wished to 
leave the cult but were afraid to do so 
because of threats of victimisation. A 
founding father, now an ex-member, 
gave his private collection of secret 
papers from Opus Dei to The Times 
Newspapers. They published a very 
damning article on January 12 1981, 
which resulted in Cardinal Basil 
Hume issuing guidelines for Opus 
Dei to follow while operating on his 
patch. Following this publicity, Fer-
gal Bowers placed a notice in the na-
tional press request ing personal 
testaments from ex-members and in-
deed members and these testaments 
are the basis for his book, here under 
scrutiny. 

ERE IS no doubt that Opus Dei 
is a clandestine organisation, 
operating not unlike the Ma-

sonic Lodges of Freemasonry. As 
freemasonry is outlawed by the Vati-
can, the implications get curiouser 
and curiouser. The cult exercises 
total control over its members, dis-
criminates against women, recruits 
children without the knowledge or 
consent of the parent^, and here it 
differs from Freemasonry. It collects 
the bulk of its members' earnings. It 
holds unl imited funds in banks 
around the world. It controls a vast 
bus iness empi re and invests in 
proper ty and educational estab-

lishments. It runs training courses 
covertly in catering, for young 
women, its mandate for 'Holy-coer-
cion' and 'blind obedience' is pur-
ported to have come from the Mouth 
of God himself. It expects its mem-
bers to live a life of poverty chastity 
and obedience - even the married 
ones - and it demands that its mem-
bers should indulge in 'self-flagella-

. t ion, e n o u g h to d r a w b lood ' . 
Perhaps this last maxim is indicative 
of the sick nature of this cult, down 
to its very roots! 

In the Irish community, Opus Dei 
was b e h i n d the main p re s su re 
groups involved in campaigns such 
as the anti-abortion lobby, and the 
anti-contraception lobby, private 
health and anti-pornography. How-
ever they work covertly behind the 
scenes, quietly achieving their aims 
without drawing attention to them-
selves, as the founding father in-
sisted. The present Pope Karol 
Wojtyla was a personal friend of 
Father Escriva the founder, and in-
deed ample evidence exists to show 
that Opus Dei furthered the candi-
dacy of Wojtyla for Pope. The main 
stream of Catholic clergy are not 
trusted by Opus Dei and only their 
own hand picked priests are used in 
rituals and in instructing the recruits. 
In feet 98 per cent of their members 
are lay-people and are seen by some 
clerics as a threat to the Roman Cath-
olic Faith itself! More than likely it is 
a threat to the unbridled power of the 
clergy! Ei ther way it is an al-
thogether sinister cult. 

Going further afield into Europe 

finds the Roberto Calvi murder and 
the connection with a secret Masonic 
order, and there is evidence that 
Opus Dei were the 'fixers' in the dirty 
dealing behind this scam. It is also 
claimed that Opus Dei was involved 
in covert funding of the Polish Soli-
darity Union and that up to 100 mil-
lion dollars of 'Holy-Money' went to 
Solidarity. It is also well known that 
the Vatican demanded in return an 
open confrontation with the Com-
munist Polish Government. 

The tentacles of Opus Dei reached 
out around the world on 'mission 
impossible' style coups, fielded by 
their specially trained legion the 
Holy Mafia. One can but wonder 
about these ultra right-wing subvers-
ives and the new wave of disestab-
lished states in Eastern Europe today. 
The South American continent also 
indicates a similar pattern of subvers-
ive interference there too. Here in 
England in the Irish community, 
Opus Dei operatives are attached to 
every campaign and on every band-
wagon. They recruit among the 
leaders and they leach kudos from 
every successful campaign, insidious 
and clever professionals who either 
hold the stringsof power or are the 
right hand of those in power. There 
are no labouring men among them -
the only hint of where not to seek 
them - and they all go home and 
flagellate and live happily ever after. 
Please read this book, forearmed is 
forewarned! 

Further reading: Hot Money, by 
Thomas Naylor , publ i shed by 
Unwin & Hayman. 

Ma lac hi 

Gerard Curran 
Suheil Bushrui and Time Prentki, The 
International Coi 
WB Yeats, 

rial Companion to tho Poetry of 
i, Colin Smythe, £14.99 

i ^ H I S IS an excellent guide to the 
f I life and poetry of WB Yeats. It 

11 I has a general commentary, a 
brief history of Ireland and chapters 
on the different aspects of the poets 

. work, such as. Symbolism, National-
ism and politics, people - 20 short 
biographies - piaces, the poet's vi-
sion, history and civilisation, (anac-
countof Yeats' attempt to put Hegel's 
philosophy into poetry). The rest of 
the' book consists of useful -sum-

i mariesofthe poems. 
I Such a work am only be introduc-
tory because one needs a more de-
tailed knowledge ofthe events in the 

J i j g h - p i l e s ^ e figure renu^from 
j .present problems. Foreign admirers 

of Yeats misunderstand the poef&ln-
ihtaWM in magic and the ocoilt. One 
. Irish commentator (not an academic) 

described Yeats' more obscure 
poetry as "ramblings". Yeats saw the 
magic and myth as an explanation of 
the workings and origins of poetry. 

Foreign admirers tend to take very 
seriously Yeats' frequent references 
to the aristocracy. People in Sligo 
however remember that Yeat's an-
cestorshad no connection with either 
land or nobility. One of them was a 
miller and others were in the profes-
sions such as the law and medicine. 
It is often more obvious to the Irish 
when the poet was deliberately con-
ning the public as in the following 
reference to his ancestors. 

Merchant and scholar who have left me 
blood, 

That has not passed through and any 
huckster's loin. 

but where would the merchant be 
without the huckster to sell the goods 
he imported, and even scholars must 
get someone to go shopping. 

Because the poet did not like the 
in-fighting of political debate often 
carried on in some smoke filled com-
mittee rooms, he. thought it possible 
to free Ireland by heroic gestures. 

MacDormgh and MacBride 
And Connolly and Pearse, 
Now and in time lobe, 
Wherever green is work, 
Are changed, changed utterly: 
A terrible beauty is born. 
Brian Fanington comments in his 

pamphlet: "Yeats' highly romantic 
view is similar to that of other politi-
cal romantics who are not poets and 
•who cannot help setting a man who 
died for a cause above one who lives 

for it. I am not saying here that to die 
for a cause is not the noblest thing a 
man can do, but we must not go from 
that to conclude that it is the most 
useful. In many ways the death of a 
patriot is a failure because from then 
on he is lost to the cause he served." 

Although Yeat's references to the 
political activities of Maude Gonne 
and Countess-Markiewicz were at 
times offensive the women in ques-
tion knew how to retaliate, l i k e 
many men today, he thought women 
should not engage in intellectual dis-
cussion though it was alright for 
them to do a poet's secretarial work. 

Yeats remarked how people visibly 
warmed to himself and his wife after 
he had written the following: 

I say that Roger Casement 
Did what he had to so 
He died upon the gallows 
And that is nothing new 
The last 10 years saw the publica-

tion of Yeats' greatest poetry. He 
proved he could mock his own ro-
manticism and himself better than 
any of his critics. 

You think it horrible that lust and rage, 
Should dance attention on old age. 
They were not such a plague when I 

was young, 
What else have I to spur me into song. 
This book will encourage the reader 

to further study. The best book on 
Yeaf s poetry was by Louis Mac-
Niece. Thebest shorter work was the 
pamphlet by Brian Farrington Mala-
chi Stilt Jack published by the Con-
nolly Association, sadly now out of 
print, 

Roots of Celtic culture 

Peter Berresford Ellis 
Miranda Green, Symbol & Image in 
Celtic Religious Art, Routledge, £24. 

FOR THOSE interested In the 
culture of their ancestors, this 
book Is certainly a must. DrMfr-
anda Green, a tutor in Classical 
Studies at the Open University 
of Wales, has already written 
several well-received works on 
pre-Christian Celtic religion, 
such as The Qods of the Celts 
(1986) and The Religions of Ci-
vilian Roman Britain (1976). 
This confirms her reputation In 
the field and results from fhe 
award to the euthor of the John 
Legonna Celtic Research Prize 
by the National Library of 

I first met John Legonna 
(1916-1976) in the mid-1960s 
when he was a leading light of 
the Celtic League. His father 
was Cornish and Ms mother 
was Welsh end by'profession 
he W N i t farmer with lands at 
Pen Rhos Fech end Ltenrfeys-

tud in mid-Wales. He was a re-
publican and a supporter of in-
dependence for all the Celtic 
countries with a lifelong com-
mitment to the promotion of the 
cultural identity of those lands. 
When he died he made a gift of 
his farmlands to the National 
Library of Wales In order to fos-
ter Celtic studies. 

Dr Green acknowledges her 
debt to John Legonna arid her 
volume Is a worthy memorial to 
him. Although written primarily 
for the academic, the book can 
be enjoyed by the lay reader as 
well. It gives a detailed study of 
Celtic cult imagery, studying 
material from 500 BC to 400 AD, 
making a fascinating contribu-
tion to our understanding of 
pre-Christian Celtic belief. It of-
fers a radical new Interpretation 
of the field and contains over 
100photographsand drawings. 
A must for the bookshelf of 
anyone interested in the cultu-
ral origins of the Irish, Scots 

nx, Welsh, Bretons and 
Cornish. 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

PETER 
MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPS HOW 

HISTORY NOTES B r i t a i n ' s 
Vietnam - "Seven weeks be-
fore the Truce in July 1921 the 
British presence in County 
Cork was 8,800 front line in-
fantry troops, 1,150 Black and 
Tans, 540 Auxiliaries, 2,080 
machine gun corps, artillery 
and other units - a total of 
12,500 men. Against these 
British forces stood the Irish 
Republican Army whose Fly-
ing Columns never exceeded 
310 riflemen in the whole of the 
County of Cork, men moreover 
with no experience of war .... 
untrained in the use of arms ... 
with no tactical training ... 
practically unarmed ..." TOM 
BARRY 

CARLTON CLUB "They are 
evil, ruthless individuals who 
clearly have no regard for 
human life and are prepared to 
kill anyone." Commander 
George Churchill-Coleman, 
head of Scotland Yard s anti-
terrorist branch speaking after 
the IRA bombing of the Carlton 
Club last month. DAILY TELE-
GRAPH 

FINDING PEACE 

par-
ticular they point to the poten-
tial propaganda gain if the 
abstentionist MP, Mr Gerry 
Adams, was to swear the oath 
of allegiance to the Gueen, and 
take his seat in the House of 
Commons where he could 
confront the Prime Minister on 
television which would be 
broadcast world-wide." DAILY 
TELEGRAPH 

ifcW'TcWIM Mr.Peter Brooke, 
the Secretary of State, North-
ern Ireland Office, receives a 
salary of £52,627 per annum. 
Mr. J. Cope, (salary £42.357 
per annum) replaces Mr. I. Ste-
wart as Minister of State, 
Northern Ireland Office. 

NO EXTRADITION "It is clear 
that at present many Irish 
people are questioning 
whether D6II Eireann should 
agree to submit frish citizens 
to a system of justice in which 
a large section of the com-
munity In the North has not as 
yet been persuaded to place 
Its confidence." Charles 
Haughey INDEPENDENT 

"The fRA 
has also used a number of re-
spected intermediaries who 
have access to the British ad-
ministration in Ulster at the 
highest level to underline the 
seriousness of their intentions 
to find a peace formula. The 
Government, conscious of the 
political price that flirting with 
the IRA has exacted in the 
past, is ultra cautious, but it 
has said that a mere ceasefire 
would not be sufficient to en-
able it to do business." DAILY 
TELEGRAPH 

Our past, our culture, and our traditions are all under threat 

Murderers of memory 
THE 'revisionist' bandwagon 

continues to roll and gather 
strength as institutions and 
organisations pour in money 
to support the rewriting of 

Irish history. The latest award has 
been the grant of Str.Cl 17,000 from 
the Leverhulme Trust to Dr Brian 
Graham, of the University of Ulster, 
and Dr L.J. Proudfoot, of Queen's 
University. The learned doctors are 
to e x p u n g e the landlord as the 
demon' of 18th/19th Century Irish 

history. 
The project, 'Landlords, Planning 

and Urban Growth in Ireland, 1703 -
1845', will apparently' destroy our 
erroneous notions' of absentee or 

rackrent landlords. The agrarian vi-
olence of the period will be ascribed, 
I presume, to discontented 'proto-
Provos' (a phrase which revisionists' 
have introduced recently to deni-
grate Irish national leaders of yeste-
rvear). 

Dr Graham has already gone on 
record as saying: 'Landlords are no 
longer seen as an expropriating class, 
withdrawing capital from Ireland, 
but as investors in the country. This 
view belongs to a much larger trend 
in Irish historical geography and so-
cial and economic history towards a 
re-evaluation of the 'Gaelic' national-
ism of the 18th and 19th Centuries 
and its relevance to contemporary 
Ireland'. 

1 presume we shall soon be hearing 
that Maria Edgeworth (1767-1849), 
herself of a landowning class in Ire-
land, was nothing more than a 
'proto-Provo' hack- writer. Castle 
Rackrent (1800) and The Absentee 
(1812), two of the greatest political 
and social novels of the time written 
in cold anger at the results of land-
lordism in Ireland, will be proved, 
with the help of the generous funds 
from the Leverhulme Trust, simply 
fictional imaginings. 

The mind tingles with anticipation 
as to how our two bold 'revisionists' 
will deal with contemporary ac-
counts, such as Arthur Young (1776) 
who described landlord's agents as 
the most oppressive species of ty-

rants that ever lent assistance to the 
destruction of a country'. Perhaps 
Arthur Young will be dismissed as an 
English sentimentalist'! [A phrase 

used to dismiss me by a revisionist' 
supporter reviewing my pamphlet 
Revisionism in Irish Historical Writ-

ing' in The Tribune recently.) Young's 
horrifying picture of life on the es-
tates in Ireland will take a lot of 're-
vising ' to meet the 'revisionist ' 
clean-up bill. But we know our bold 
'revisionists' are up to it. As Josef 
Goebbels remarked, the greater the 
lie the more people will believe it and 
the 'revisionist' group seem to have 
learnt tnat lesson well 

We know that the 'Whiteboys', or-
ganised by a Protes tant lawyer 
named Fant, were just another bunch 
of proto-Provos', malcontents who 
were not representative of the Irish 
people, and we must ignored the 
contemporary inquiry into their acti-
vities (1762) because it does blame 
the landlords. This might be an em-
barrassment to the 'revisionist's' 
thesis. And, I suppose, we will have 
to accept that Jonathan Swift was an-

other proto-Provo' hack-writer for 
producing A Modest Proposal...' All 
nationalist propaganda, of course. 

But I must not race ahead; obvious-
ly our two bold revisionists' will be 
mak ing the most of their 
Str.El 17,0000grant from Leverhulme 
and using the funds wisely to change 
the course of history. 

'Revisionism' is a phenomenon of 
the right and, of course, not only Ire-
land is suffering from its effects. The 
French Right are also churning out 
changes in historical writing and 
they, more openly and proudly than 
their Irish counterparts, even have 
their own journal called 'Revisionist'. 

The main work of the French 'revi-
sionists' is to down-play the French 
collaboration with Nazi Germany 
during the war, not by claiming it did 
not happen (as some have done) but 
by claiming that the Nazis were all 
jolly nice people and that the death-
camps did not exist! The facts are that 
be tween 3 - 5 mi l l ions French 
cit izens, anti-Fascists, Jews and 
others, were denounced to the Nazis 
by the collaborationist Vichy regime. 
Tens of thousands of French citizens 
perished in the camps. 

Not so, say the 'revisionists'. The 
gas-chambers never existed and 
what vy^ are seeing in old newsreels 
is meiely an effective means oTdisin-
fectiug camp inmates! 
. The French 'revisionists' have done 

so well that a recent 
opinion poll has re- • H H B H I 
vealed that one-
third of the French 
p o p u l a t i o n , born 
after the war, do not 
believe in the exist-
ence of the Nazi con-
cen t ra t ion camps 
nor in the extermi-
nation policies. That 
is one in ten of the 
entire French popu-
lation. 

' R e v i s i o n i s m ' , 
emanat ing from a 
small group of ob-
scure Fascist aca-
demics, has become 
a frighteninglv po-
tent weapon in 
m o d e r n France. 
Like their counter-
parts in Ireland and Britain, the 'revi-
sionists' claim they are merely exer-
c is ing their r ight to ques t ion 
generalised notions of the truth and 
they even have the audacity to quote 
Article 11 of the Declaration of 
H u m a n Rights in their defence, 
claiming that one should never put 
any limitation to historical questions 
as if all they were engaged in was a 
intellectual debate. Imagine the limi-
tations put on the intellect if Fascism 
ever succeeded in dominating a state 
again? In fact, what Article 11 states 
is that people can exercise the free-
dom of speech and opinion provided 
they are ready to answer for any 
damage done to their victims. 

You will have noticed in France re-
cently the rise of anti-Semitism again, 
the desecration of Jewish cemeteries 
and synagogues. This is a product of 
the French 'revisionism'. 

The French anti-Fascists are very 
nervous of the growing phenomenon 

I The Connolly message has been distorted by the revisionists 

'Revisionism' 
is a 

phenomenon 
of the right 

and, of course, 
not only 
Ireland is 

suffering from 
its effects 

of 'revisionism' and there is talk of a 
Bill in the French Assembly to make 
'revisionism' illegal based on the 
precedent of t ' e Judgment s of the 
Nuremburg Trials. PersoiSfely, I do 
not think this is the way Of dealing 
with the problem. It is the type of 

legislation which 
the Fascists would 
enact against their 
opponen t s . But, 
having said that , 
we do have to deal 
with such insidious 
propaganda and its 
influence. 

In France, at least 
those in Govern-
ment recognise the 
nature of the beast 
they are dea l ing 
with, and see it as 
an expression of 
right-wing corrup-
tion of the minds of 
the people. In tetms 
of the 'revisionism' 
of Irish historical 
writing, there is no 
such a t t i t ude or 

state backing to counteract its man-
ipulative influence. Indeed, it has the 
full backing of the state and most of 
the academic authorities and fund-
ing bodies. That makes the Irish situ-
ation a much more dangerous one 
than the French 'revisionism'. 

In France there already exists a 
book exposing the 'revisionists ' 
which, in translation, is called 'Mur-
derers of Memory'. I think it is an 
excellent title, highly expressive of 
the phenomenon with which we are 
dealing. 

If, in the face of the overwhelming 
weight of documentary and visual 
evidence, the countless testimonies 
of survivors, the eye-witness ac-
counts of those who liberated the 
camps, we can have one person in ten 
of theentire French population firm-
ly believing that concentra t ion 
camps did not exist, then there emer-
ges a very frightening vision of the 
future 

We have seen how well 'revision-
ism' has worked in Ireland in the 
past; how a section of the people of 
Ireland, people of radical tradition, 
w*ho evolved the concepts of republi-
canism and led the early liberation 
and radical movements, were sub-
jected to 'revisionism' and how they 
have been subverted and isolated 
from the rest of the population into a 
belief that they are different, superior 
and whose destiny is linked with that 
of a foreign monarchy and union 
with another nation. If there is a les-
son to be learnt then it is - 'Revision-
ism does work!' 

Let us hope that people will wake 
up to the threat which will eradicate 
their past, their culture, and tradi-
tions and folk-memory more surely 
than Cromwell's attempt at geno-
cide. Oops! I suppose all that was a 
figment of the 'nationalist' imagin-
ation and Oliver went to Ireland to 
distribute largesse amongst the na-
tives? I am sure we will shortly be 
hearing how Oliver actually helped 
the Irish sort out their land distribu-
tion problem and so benefited the 
nation. 

The counterblasts against the little 
band of academics who have taken it 
on their shoulders to rewrite Irish 
history, with more than a little help 
from the Establishment, have been a 
long time coming from the hallowed 
halls of academia. Personally, I think 
many historians could not take the 
'revisionists' or their methods seri-
ously,and felt it beneath theirdignity 
to comment. Thankfully, many are 
now awakening to the seriousness of 
what the 'revisionists' are doing. • 

Dr Brendan Bradshaw's excellent 
critique of 'revisionism' in the aca-
demic journal Irish Historical Studies 
(Vol. XXVI, No. 104), whidi was de-
tailed in the July Irish Democrat, is a 
significant and excellent- Atticism 
and needs to be widely studied by 
those interested in the 'revisionist* 
phenomenon. And he is neither an 
'English sentamentallsf nor ft/rabid 
nationalist' nor a 'Provo hack-
writer". 
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