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• paign calls a " t rawling exercis« 
H w h i c h has enabled profi les of th« 
• m o v e m e n t of Irish people to b t 

I establ ished and moni tored" . 
• Since 1974, over 6,5(X) peop le 
H mos t l y Irish, have been arrestee 

u n d e r the Act, of w h o m only I 
H H ^ ^ ^ H f ^ r per cent were convicted of o f fen 

T ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ ^ j r " ces of any seriousness. 
• In 1989, the gove rnmen t dercv 
• ga ted f rom the European C o n 
• ven t ion on H u m a n Rights, afte i 
• t h e Eu ropean C o u r t ru led the 
• Ac t ' s seven-day detent ions wer< 
• in breach of Article Five of th» 

Convent ion - the governmen 
• claimed a national emergency ir 

• . The government maintains it if 

9 (left to right) Errol Smalley, Pat Heaarty, Clare Short, Fr Paddy Smyth, and Myles Cruirlmie necessary to retain the Act in th< 
Pic: Angela Campbell continuing battle against "terror 

ism". Critics claim the figure? 
of March at a packed Jubilee MPs in the months ahead and for legal and welfare help in case demonstrate the PTA's effective 
Room in the House of Commons seeking to extend its influence as of detention. use has not been against politica! 
by Labour front-bench MP Clare a co-ordinat ing b o d y among Described when it w a s intro- violence - which has cont inued-
Short. Irish community organisations in duced into parliament in '74 by but as a means of intimidating 

C a m p a i g n chair Fr P a d d y Britain. thethenHomeSecretaryRoyJen- Irish people away from involv€> 
Smyth, of the Irish Commission John Hegarty, of the Council of kins as "drac'onian" and "unpre- ment in political activity in Bri-
for Prisoners Overseas, said that Irish County Associations, said c e d e n t e d in p e a c e t i m e " , the t a i n , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n the i i 
the campaign would be lobbying that although the council was not powers of the PTA have since activity challenges British rule in 

_ a political organisation, it was been extended, and the Act is' Ireland. 
m a k i n g a stand a g a i n s t the now permanently on the statute • The Connolly Association has 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. books. Labour MP Leo Abse pre- condemned the smear against 

G u i l d f o r d Four campaigner dieted at the time that it would one of the earliest victims of th< 
Errol Smalley, w h o s e nephew fail, as had all similar legislation PTA, Gerard Conlon, carried b j 
Paul Hill was the first person ar- in the wake of anti-colonial upris- The Guardian n e w s p a per las t 
rested under the PTA after it was ings. Opposed by the National month, which devoted two ful 
rushed through parliament in Council for Civil Liberties and pages to detailed transcripts o 
November 1974 on the pretext of the Connolly Association since interviews not conducted undei 
the Birmingham pub bombings, 1974, its use against Irish trade caution with Conlon after his 
gave an account of Paul Hill'615 unionists and opponents of the? conv ic t ion , apparent ly e s tab 
years of wrongful imprisonment. British presence has become so lishing he had privileged infor-

Further contr ibut ions w e r e apparent that the Labour Party mation on the activities of the 
made by Myles Crummie from which introduced it had been IRA in Britain, 
the G A A ( L o n d o n C o u n t y voting against its renewal before "This attempt to smear Gerarc 
Board) , the Irish Chapla incy the annual parliamentary debate Conlon after the Crown droppet 
Scheme's Father Bobby Gilmore was abolished last year and the all charges against him last yeai 
and the Irish in Britain Repfe- 1989 TUC Congress resolved to looks more like a- attempt to g«? 
sentation Group. Thexampaign oppose the Actin a breakthrough Metropol i tan Pol ice Commiss 
is a l s o backed b y t h e 60,000-; political debate. sioner Sir Peter Imbert off flu 
strong Federation of Irish So- Under the PTA, a system of in- hook rather than any serious in 
c i e t i e s arid the C o n n o l l y ^ ternal exile has been created with vestigation of the issues raised b \ 
Association, and a nat ionwide: the A c f s power to exclude from the Guildford convictions," flu 
drive, is now on to haye the cam-; one part of the so-called United CA said, 
paign poster displayed in Irish t. Kingdom to another by executive Imbert heard the confessions o 
centres and clubs. T h e poster in- diktat; and more than half a mil- the Balcombe Street IRA unit t« 

•Csted lion people have been deta i led the Guildford and Woolwich pul 
since and questioned at ports of entry bombings in 1975 but failed tt 

resses under the PTA in what the cam- investigate their claims. 

• • • H E B R O A D E S T 
RANGE of Irish-com-
munity opinion yet has 
united around the new 

• campaign to repeal the 
Prevention 6f Terrorism Act. 

The Repeal the PTA Campaign 
was officially launched at the end 
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EDITORIAL 

No return 
to Stormont 

^ f R PETER BROOKE'S attempt to open 
^ ^ ^ a l k s between the British Northern Ire-
V^^and Office and Six-County political par-
ties - Sinn F6in excluded - has yet to make 
significant progress. But since his speech to 
the Bangor Chamber of Commerce in January 
it has become clearer still that the British es-
tablishment is stirring itself anew in an at-
tempt to establish another devolved 
government at Stormont Castle. 

Indeed, Brooke's speech cleared up some of the con-
fusion about current NIO thinking caused by his inter-
v i ew with Northern Ireland correspondents after his 
first 100 days in off ice . Partition, Brooke said in Ban-
gor, was to stay: there would be n o dilution of 'UK 
sovereignty'. It is n o w clear, if it w a s not at the time, 
just what he meant in the 100 days interview last year 
when he said that the government would be prepared 
to talk to Sinn Fein if they disavowed the IRA's mili-
tary campaign. His remarks did not indicate a n e w de-
velopment in British establishment policy. Quite the 
reverse: Brooke was instead intent on driving a wedge 
between the advocates of armed republicanism and 
the proponents of the primacy of a political campaign. 

In much the same way, he tried to prise the pragmatic 
from the intransigent Unionists in the speech by offer-
ing to remove from the aegis of the Inter-Governmen-
tal Conference whatever was agreed to be part of the 
remit of the new devolved governmental institutions 
at Stormont. 

The expansion of the so-called 'Ulsterisation' policy 
from the military to the political arena won't work. 
Even if they can f ind enough Unionists and Nationa-
lists - and how many 'enough' of either might be is 
open to question - w h o might be wi l l ing to contem-
plate discussing h o w they could share off ice in a new 
local parliament at Stormont Castle, they cannot there-
by do anything other than postpone a lasting solution 
to the crisis. Government devolved from London can-
not deliver because it does not - indeed, it cannot - ad-
dress the fundamental cause of the conflict - Britain's 
claim to sovereignty over part of Irish territory against 
the democratic wi l l of the Irish majority. 

That is where the n e w Connolly Association 'No re-
turn to Stormont' campaign comcs in, to force the es-
tablishment to recognise that it cannot, and it should 
not, postpone any longer opening the way to a just sol-
ution to the Irish crisis by declaring its intention to 
withdraw from England's oldest colony. 
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Irish and British freedom lovers flock to Wembley 

THE Irish community was 
well represented among the 
70,000 who thronged Wem-
bley Stadium on Easter Mon-
day (April 16) to pay tribute 

to the vice-president of the African 
National Congress, Nelson Mande-
la, who spoke to the world during a 
star-studded concert in his honour. 

Thousands of young Irish freedom 
lovers travelled from all over Britain 
and from Ireland. The tricolour was 
just one of many national flags 
waving in the packed stadium 
audience. 

Much praise is due to the Interna-
tional Reception Committee for Nel-
son Mandela for organising the 
event. 

Mandela's 20-minute speech - con-
demning the apartheid system and 
calling for the continuation of inter-
national sanctions against the Preto-
ria regime - was carried around the 
world courtesy of the British Broad-
casting Corporation. 

Since his release Mandela has 
emphasised that the ANC supports 
an armed struggle in South Africa 
until its objective of a non-racial 
society, a democratic republic based 

on freedom, justice and peace, has 
been achieved. 

This would no doubt have been 
made clear to Gerry Collins, former 
Justice Minister of the Dublin gov-
ernment, who recently met Mande-
la in Africa on behalf of the 
Common Market countries. It must 
have made him feel at home. 

There is no truth in the rumour that 
the Westminster MP for West Belfast 
and president of Sinn F6in has been 
invited to tread the hallowed turf of 
Croke Park for an internationally 
televised concert with Ireland's grea-
test rebel singers. 

Apparently the actors' union 
Equity couldn't supply the required 
number of personnel needed to voice 
over the range of supporting artistes 
expected to grace die concert stage 
within the BBC's meagre budget for 
such events. But what if AntUach-
tar&n ever decides to play game for a 
laugh, gives the two fingered salute 
to her majesty and plonks himself 
down beside "red" Ken in the House? 
He could always arrange for the pro-
ceeds from selling the television 
rights across the world to go to a 
good cause! 

Cash boost for London 
Travellers'Forum 

THE London Travellers' Forum, 
representing the mainly Irish travel-
ling community in the Greater Lon-
don area, has just received a cash 
boost with a grant from DION, the 
Irish government's advisory com-
mittee on welfare services, based at 
the London embassy. 

Although the grant itself is a pit-
tance - travellers dub it the Irish gov-
ernment's "conscience money" after 
decades of exclusion from Irish so-
ciety - at least it is a recognition that 
the travellers exist and have special 
needs. 

The Irish travellers in London -
and in the other larger cities of Bri-
tain - are identified both by them-
selves and by other members of the 
community as people with their 
own distinctive life style. Tradition-
ally of a nomadic nature with 

needs, wants and values which are 
different in some ways from those of 
the "settled" community, they call 
themselves "travellers" or the 
"travelling people" and prefer to be 
known as such. 

Travelling people have a long his-
tory which goes back more than two 
thousand years in Ireland. 

Some of their ancestors were 
travelling musicians, poets, bards 
and craftspeople such as smiths and 
tanners. Others were peasants dis-
possesed from their smallholdings 
by Cromwell or evicted from their 
homes by English landlords be-
tween the 16th and 19th centuries. 
Yet others were families evicted 
during the famine of 1845-48, 
when over a million Irish people 
starved to death while food was 
being taken from Ireland to England. 

r - - isi-a; " : • 7 v . ' "1 Search is on for foster carers Irish Democrat Subscription Offer 
Send us the name and address of a friend or colleague whom you 
feel would appreciate the news and analysis of the Irish Democrat, 
we will send them a copy every month for the next six months for 
the special Introductory offer rate of £1.50. 

YOUR NAME 

YOUR ADDRESS 

NEW READER'S NAME 

ADDRESS 

, • Please return completed form, with a cheque for £1.50, to: 
^ Connolly Association, 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London | 

PROSPECTIVE foster carers from the local Irish community who have 
the space and the patience to car* for teenagers of Irish descent are 
being invited to get in touch with their local social services departimnt 

New legislation means that local authorities must now place children 
i care with foster carers of the same race and cultural background 

but many councils are now desperately short of Irish foster carers. 
Social services departments recruit, train and support people Who 
wish to offer a home to young people In care, and welcome enquiries 
from Irish Individuals and families prepared to take on the difficult 
but rewarding task of caring for these adolescents. 
Teenage fostering Is when people, families or a single person care 

for a teenager In their home. This young person may have problems 
living with his or her own family tor a variety of reasons. Teenagers 
have been called "hard to piaoe" because for along time people have 
preferred to foster younger children. 

But many people are finding that although the problems are different, 
fostering a teenager can be mors rewarding. The social services 
share the responsibility tor the teenager with those who provide 
the home and caring environment, and looks after the teenager's 
upkeep by paying an allowance and offering support 

• Nelson Mandela's historic re-
lease after 27 years imprisonment 
in an aprtheid jail was warmly wel-
comed within the Irish community, 
which has itself experienced its 
share of political prisoners for 
many centuries. 

The momentous event was of spe-
cial significance to the older mem-
bers of the then Willesden (n,ow 
Brent) Trades Council who were ad* 
dressed by Mandela at a meeting in 
1962, before he returned to South 
Africa to face trial and imprison* 
ment. ; < 

Since then the Brent trade union-
ists, including Mayo-born UC4TT 
veteran Tom Durkin, Kerry-bom 
ASLEF member Andy Moynihan 
and Limerick-born MSF member Ri-
chard Lynch, have actively cam-
paigned against apartheid and {for 
Nelson Mandela's freedom. , * 

Several years ago the Trades 
Council hosted the Dublin super-
market workers who lost their jebs 
when they refused to handle apart-
heid produce. Public opinion later 
forced the Irish government to ban 
the import and sale of South African 
produce. 
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IN BRIEF 

PTA DETENTION The Irish 
Congresa of Trade Unions is to 
make a formal complaint about 
the detention of the President of 
Waterford Trades Council under 
the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
Isst month. David Lane and his 
brother-in-law were visiting Bri-
tain to promote the council's 
new book A Labour History of 
Waterford ami were arrested at 
Fishguard in the early hours of 
the morning. They were taken 
to the police station, finger 
printed and questioned about 
,their family, pereonal details 
and political viewe. They were 
not released until five o'clock In 
the morning and then had to 
walk back to the port with their 
luggage and take five Inter-con-
necting trains to reach London. 
{There was no charge, reason or 

jy given tor their arrest. 
Tttey contacted the Connolly 
Association who helped pub-
licise their treatment, 

i - .... 

necnn 
There 

l jgg2HHi |Thl8 year'8 Irish 
Book Fak will be taking place on 
the weekend of 1-3 June in the 
Irish Centre, Camden Square, 
London. It starts at 12am on 
Friday and continues to 10pm, 
runs from 10am to 10pm on Sat-
urday and Irdm 10am to 5pm on 
Sunday. Since Its Inception in 
1985 the fair, assisted by the 
Greater London Arts Council, 
has established Itself as an out-
standing Irish literary event. 
Admission tefree and there will 

exhibitions. 

DYING Y O U N G 

tcusslonsand 
Ink, music and 

Young Irish im-
iki have a 50 per 

icent higher mortality rate than 
their English counter-parts, 
acordtng to official statistics Is-
sued by the British Office of 
PepuMkmCeneussndSurveys 
last month. The Irish have now 
overtaken people from Africa to 
thave the highest mortality rate 
ijof any immigrant community. 
Mortality rates havs risen with 
the latest wave of Immigration 

lllcely to be mainly due and are 
topoorl 
quale diets, alcoholism and in* 
duetrial accidents. 

irunmng a bookstall at the Irish 
In Greenwich Project's Spring 
Festival on Monday 7 May in 

tothe llstof food, drink, muelc 
and gaalic gamae which wNI be 
on display. On Saturday 12 May 
the bookstall wWbs on display 
at theGreenwich trade fair In the 
Borough HaH and the following 
day It will be preeent In Cutty 
iSark gardens. Help Is always 
'Welcome and anyone who can 
>apare some time on the stalls 
i Should ring me rour provinces j should ring the Four Provinces 
bookehop on 071-6333022. 

NEWS 

Fair employment is on the agenda of 24 companies7 annual meetings 

US fwm in the dock 
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• CAUSE OF LABOUR: The Irish American Labour Coalition has been to the forefront of the campaign for 
the adoption of the MacBride Principles within the US labour movement i P 9 

RECORD NUMBER of US. 
companies face questions 

proposals-about their 
equal employment prac-
tices in Northern Ireland at 

annual shareholder meetings this 
year. , . 

Twenty-four Northern Ireland res-
olutions are on the 1990 agenda of 
shareholders' meetings of US com-
panies, an increase over the 21 resol-
utions debated at last year's meetings 
and the 10 debated in 1987 which 
reflects growing concern and action 

on discrimination in Northern Ire-
land by US church groups, state and 
city pension funds and individuals. 
It also reflects the momentum of 
legislative action on the MacBride 
Principles in states and cities across 
the country. , 

"The increasing number of share-
holder resolutions and state legisla-
tive efforts shows that Americans 
will continue to monitor human 
rights in Northern Ireland," says Sis-
ter Regina Murphy, spokesperson 
for the Interfaith Centre on Corpor-

091 
Scottish flute bands are on the march despite 

sectarian attacks and council bans 

THE ROU8ING MUSIC of Scot-
land's republican flute bands enli-
vens Irish marches In Scotland, 
England and the Six Countlee. 
Fourteen banda, moat of them 
baaed m the west of Scotland, are 
organlaed by the Republican 
Banda Alliance Scotland. The al-
liance Is a product of the present 
phaae of struggle In the Six Coun-
ties, the first band, the James Con-
nolly Flute Band, being formed in 
1976. , 
Politically the flute bands repre-

sent a challenging alternative to 
the Catholic aectarianiam of the 
Ancient Order of Hlberniane 
which, until recent tlmea, 
flourished as a "minor Image" of 
the Orange Order In Scotland. Re-
publican flute banda reject the 
"mirror Image" tag often levelled I 
at them by the media and sections 
of the Left, pointing out that many 

band members come from Protes-
tant backgrounds. They Inalat that 
their politics have nothing to do 
with religion and reflect republi-
can, as opposed to Catholic, 
w M l . ' ' A 

The bamto' frequent visits to the 
Six Counties provide a welcome 
morale booster for the nationalist 
communitlss who act aa their1 

hosts. The visits also serve to fur- < 
l l u w kn«t«4 (MAIMWAIIA mL«» 
trier poimcise Dana memoers wno 
gain first hand experience of RUC 
and British Army harassment and 
of the hardships Imposed by dls-
crimination and poverty. Strong 
links develop between the bands 
end the communities they visit. 

The banda also act as a vehicle 
for Introducing working class 
youth to other political iaauee. 
Edinburgh's Rising Phoenix Flute 
Band la, for example, affiliated to 
i L ^ i n i l 1 - , .| i l j j i i i • • . . . I 
tne Anti-Apartnera Movement ana 

ate Responsibility. "We refuse to ac-
quiesce in discriminatory systems in 
Northern Ireland.": 

Shareho lde r p roponen t s have 
asked 14 companies to implement 
and /o r increase thfeir activity relat-
ing to the nine MatBride Principles 
for fair employment, named after one 
of their four original sponsors, the 
late Sean MacBrid4 the only person 
ever to be awarded both the Nobel 
Peace Prize and the Lenin Interna-
tional Prize for P£ace. Eight com-
panies have received resolutions 

led last year's tenth anniversary 
commemoration % Blair Peach In 
Southalk Rejecting Orange secta-
rian exduehrisnv the republican 
bands often set ajs s catalyst for 
wider political Involvement and 
commitment. 
The Influence -of the Orange 

Order and Loyalism In Scotland, 
although arguably diminishing, la 
still strong, particularly on the 
west coast around Glasgow. Loy-
alism pervadea large sections of 
the labour movement, In the trade 
uniona and In thb Labour Party 
itself. On the left there is often a 
distinct unwHtingoess to discuss 
issues relating to the conflict In 
h eland. Even where this has been 
overcome - and progreealve 
policies adopted-there is still s 
tendency to "keep it quiet". 

Thus some trades councils have 
affiliated to campaigns Ilka Time 
To Go but refuee to allow their 
premises to be uaed for meetings 
on Ireland! In light of thle It le not 
eurpriaing that young people com-
mitted to British withdrawal from 
Iretend feel the need to form Inde-
pendent organisations to express 
their views. 

Band AWance marches are often 
the subject of sectarian attack and 
council bane. A march planned to 
commemorate James Connolly In 

asking them to review their Northeri 
Ireland operations and to report ti 
shareholders on their equal oppor 
tun i t i es policies and practices 
General Motors has been asked to usi 
its partial ownership of a Northern 
Ireland plant to ensure non-discrimi-
natory practices. 

The proponents of the proposals in 
d u d e church groups belonging to tin 
Interfaith Centre on Corporate Rc 
sponsibility, the New York City Em-
p loyees Retirement System 
Minnesota State Board of Invest-
ment, Connecticut Retirement Trust 
Fund, and the Christian Brothers In-
vestment Services. 

Three major American companies, 
NYNEX, Honeywell and Pitney 
Bowes, have agreed to implement 
fair employment standards at their 
Northern Ireland operations and to 
independent monitoring to verify 
their compliance with the MacBride 
Principles. They are among the first 
American firms ever to agree to inde-
pendent, on-site monitoring. 

Although new fair employment 
legislation has been introduced in 
Northern Ireland by the British gov-
ernment, a 'wait and see' attitude has 
been adopted by many proponents. 
"The original Fair Employment Law 
was in effect from 1976," Sister Regi-
na Murphy says, "and the level of 
unemployment in Catholic areas is 

-still two-and-a-half times greater 
than that in Protestant areas." 

In less than six years after the pro-
mulgation of the MacBride Princi-
ples, 12 states and more than 25 cities 
in the US have already passed legis-
lation which links their investments 
or purchases to a company's equal 
opportunity practices in Northern 
Ireland. Another 13 states have 
Northern Ireland legislation pend-
ing. 

his native Edinburgh was banned 
by Labour-controlled Lothian Re-
gional Council in 1968 after exten-
sive Intimidation of councillors by 
Loyalist thugs who even visited 
them st thek surgeries. Orange 
parades, although often targetted 
to cause the maximum of dlatres6 
to CathoHca, are rarely the subject 
of such bana. 

Band msmbere are regularly 
threatened and frequently at-
tacked. The Intimidation does not 
stop there, however, aa the Rising 
Phoenix found out when they dis-
covered that the Special Branch 
had blackmailed a young band 
member Into acting aa an Informer 
In a carbon copy of RUC recruit-
ment tactice. 
In 1990, the tercentenary of the 

Battle of the Boyns, Loyalist 
groups llks the Apprentice Boys of 
Dorry jjlwiofiiji nwjof dwwn" 
stratlona throughout Scotland. 
They will aiso attempt to whip up 
sectarian tensions, particularly 
agalnetany manifestations of sup-
port for Irish sett-determination 
and Indepsndsncs. Ths bands, 
however, wM play on and, In Edin-
burgh, a major mobilisation Is 
under way for this yeer's James 
Connolly commemoration on Sat-
urday 19th May. 

• DAVID MAGUIRE 
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IRISH NEWS 

IN BRIEF 

PLASTIC BULLETS | T h e 
North of Ireland-based Com-
mittee on the Administration 
of Justice has publ ished a new 
pamphlet on the use of plastic 
bullets. The pamphlet pro-
vides up-to-date information 
on the legal situation relating 
to their use, compensat ion 
paid out to victims and back-
ground about the bullets. The 
pamphlet crit icises the deci-
sion to issue the bullets to the 
Ulster Defence Regiment and 
rei teratestheCAJ's call forthe 
bu l l e t s to be immed ia te l y 
banned. Copies of the pamph-
let are available from the Four 
Provinces Bookshop. 

The Director of Public Pros-
ecutions has recently decided 
not to charge anyone with the 
kil l ing of 15 year old Seamus 
Duffy, the most recent victim 
of these lethal weapons 

KILLEN CONVICTED T h e 
Belfast woman whose sexual 
assault by the RUC was high-
lighted in last months Irish 
Democrat has been convicted 
of disorderly behaviour and 
assaulting three police offi-
cers. Geraldine Skillen ap-
peared at Belfast magistrates 
court on Friday 30 March and 
was fined £50 and given a con-
ditional discharge. Protesters 
outside the court described 
the conviction as outrageous. 

The charges arose out of 
Geraldine's attempts to de-
fend herself against the men 
who pinned her down in the 
back of an RUC van. Since her 
initial arrest she has been the 
victim of a long campaign of 
intimidation to frighten her 
into dropping charges against 
the RUC. A few weeks before 
the court case she was again 
arrested and badly beaten up. 

AND IRISH UNITY? | On 28 
April the Irish National Con-
gress organised a rally near 
Dublin Castle to coincide with 
the meeting of the European 
Community leaders' discuss-
ing German re-unification. 
There was a colourful pageant 
and a multitude of banners In 
the language of every member 
state asking "What about Irish 
unity?". A delegation of far-
mers from the border areas 
also erected a make-shift bor-
der barricade to highlight the 
difficulties they are experien-
cing as a result of the British 
army's policy of blocking bor-
der roads. 

GRALTON SCHOOL | T h i s 
year's school will be held on 
the weekend of 19 20 May in 
Drumshambo County Leltrim. 
The theme will 'be cross-bor-
der regional economic devel-
opment with par t i cu la r 
emphasis on the North West. 
Brit ish people interested 
should contact Dectari Bree, 1 
High Street, Sligo 

Articles 2 and 3 must go, says Paisley 

Unionists find new obstacle to 
talks with nationalists 

HAUGHEY: refused debate on Articles 2 and 3 

UNIONISTS have found a new argu-
ment for staying apart from their fel-
l o w - c o u n t r y m e n and w o m e n -
Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish Constitu-
tion! These should be got rid of before 
we will talk to Nationalists, say 
Unionist out-and-outers like Moly-
neaux and Paisley. They know full 
well that there is no Irish Govern-
ment which would have a chance in 
hell of getting the people to agree to 
that in the referendum which would 
be necessary. 

Article 2 defines the territory of the 
Irish nation as the whole island of 
Ireland. Article 3 says that sover-
eignty over the six North-Eastern 
Counties rests by right with the Irish 
Parliament and Government. This is 
the legal expression of Ireland's 
claim to national unity and inde-
pendence. The Irish Supreme Court 
in the recent McGimpsey case made 
clear that this is not just an aspiration 
but a claim of legal right. It is the 
counterpart of Britain's claim to 
sovereignty over the Six Counties, 
which was originally expressed in 
the Government of Ireland Act 1920 
and now in the Northern Ireland 
Constitution Act 1974. 

Unionists say that these articles of 
the Republic's Constitution enable 

the Provisional IRA to claim legitim 
acy. The IRA, they say, is trying tc 
enforce in practice the claim whicl 
the Irish Constitution makes. If the 
articles were dropped, Unionists 
say, the IRA campaign would stop 
Anyone who knows anything aboui 
Irish Republicanism knows this to bt 
the nonsense which it is. The reel 
impetus which drives the IRA is the 
sense of intolerable oppression and 
injustice of a significant section of the 
Northern Nationalist community, 
who are prevented by partition frorr 
obtaining their democratic rights at 
part of the nationalist majority of tht 
Irish nation as a whole. Physical 
force Republ icans have a n y w a \ 
traditionally looked askance at w h a 
they called the "Free State" Constitu 
tion. They have never looked to its 
provisions to justify their policies. 

The real significance of Articles 7 
and 3 is that it is the counterpart o 
Britain's claim to sovereignty in in-
ternational law.If these Articles were 
withdrawn, then Britain's claim tc 
sovereignty in Ireland would'stand 
legally uncha l l enged before the 
world. What a victory for British im-
perialism that would be. To give Bri-
tain such a victory is the real motive 
of the critics of Articles 2 and 3. 

JIM SAVAGE explains what's behind a new association of farmers in Cork 

Fighting 
Cork Letter 

RECENTLY a small group of 
farmers got together, de-
cided that no one really 
gave a damn and formed 
their o w n Associa t ion. 

Policy documents were issued which 
forecasted that if nothing is done 
there will be up to 30,000 fewer far-
mers in Ireland before the end of the 
century. 

In the opinion of many people in 
rural areas, such as West Cork the 
small farmer will be completely de-
pleted long before the next 10 years. 

N ine ty a d j u s t e d acres is now 
deemed to be a viable unit and even 
with that amount of land they will 
need to get special treatment. Farms 
must be made bigger. Farming com-
munities in West Cork are fighting to 
have the scope of the disadvantaged 
areas ' boundary extended in the 
coastal regions which is crucial to the 
future development of both urban 
and rural areas there. 

1 n spite of everything small farmers 
have applied for the dole, then what 
about the quality of life of the small 
farmer? How many hours per week 
does he have to work? How many 
nours per week d o his children 
work? What is his standard of living 
at the end of the day? 

What the farmer probably does not 
realise is that his standard of living 
and quality of his life are no better 
than city dwellers' and their struggle 
to survive is similar. Workers in the 
city always had the opinion that the 
farming section were wealthy, as it 
was never spelled out to them that 
we had ranchers, and rich farmers, so 
workers were inclined to loft them all 
together and to mention farming 
meant wealth. 

So the time has come for this new 
association to apply for membership 
of the Ir ish C o n g r e s s of T rade 
Unions, and become attached to the 
local Trades Council, where their 
views on the overall position could 
finally be voiced. With all due re-
spects, the smaller farmers grouping 
would not have the financial or per-
sonnel resources to lobby the source 
of all power and that is the bureau-
cracy in Brussels. 

Not since the glory days of Fianna 
F&1 have these people been receiving 
attention. Many of the older farmers 
will remember how the small far-
mers were told during elections that 
they were the salt of the earth, the 
backbone of Ireland and many other 
congratulatory comments. Post-
election, the politicians disappeared. 

The land in East Cork is the most 
fertile in Munster, but West Cork is 
fighting for survival especially the 
West Carbery region which encom-

passes Skibbreen, Bantry, Rosscar-
bery and the peninsular regions are 
disadvantaged. The small farmers 
do not have the money to provide 
housing installation for cattle and 
during the recent very wet and in-
clement weather since January it was 
amazing to see so many cattle being 
fed outdoors. Many of these were up 
to their hocks in mud as farmers tend 
to feed in one field and have it cut up. 
There would hardly be a dry spot in 
the field in which to lie and therefore 
there would be weight loss. 

Spending in small farming is an on-
going process and the truth is they 
have not the cash in hand. One can-
not compare 90 acres of East Cork 
land to the Western side. Large parts 
of West Cork are covered with rocks, 
stones and bogs, hungry cows, hun-
gry calves, hungry sheep and hungry 
people, and is only suitable for goats. 

BUT West Cork has a high poten-
tial for tourism with its lovely 
beeches and craggy mountains, 

the scenic beauty of Glencarriff, with 
the islands of Sherkin and CapeClear 
and the Mizen Head. Those who are 
old enough remember the doldrums 
into which West Cork sank in the 
1950s, when the whole area was 
badly hit by emigration and unem-

ployment and in many ways only the 
very old and the very young re-
mained. 

It is essential that alternative oppor-
tunities of employment for small far-
mers are found: they will have to 
have off-farm employment if they are 
to survive. 

The fact remains that there are a 
large number of small farmers who 
are in a bad financial situation at 
present. The prospect of some ever 
getting out of their bad debts is ex-
tremely slim, and therefore there has 
to be a new approach to what is not 
a new problem. 

Many of them get into debt as a 
result of initially borrowing from 
banks and other financial institu-
tions. Many of them however got into 
bad debt through no fault whatever 
of their own. In some instances i f s 
crop failure, or TB depletes a farmer's 
few cattle or brucellosis strikes. 

When this happens, the farmer now 
has no production base, has no in-
come and so is not in a position to 
make repayments.This is where the 
real difficulty arises. The banks want 
their money back, so the only way 
open to them is to seize the assets and 
sell them. Chequebook tycoons will 
gobble up the land. This is why the 
new small farming organisation was 
formed because of the lack of perfor-
mance by the IFA and ICMSA for the 
small farmer. 
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40-year struggle against military, industrial pollution 

F THE IRISH in Britain are to be 
won on environmental issues, the 
English Green Party must oppose 
the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
and urge the British government 

) declare its intention to withdraw 
om Ireland, Gerrard Curran told 
e Ludlow Green Party last month. 
Using a 'pollution' map of Ireland, 
tr Curran gave an account of the 
;;ht against industrial and military 
ollution since the early 1950s in a 
Ik entitled 'The Irish Green Party: 
lie Politics of Hope for the 1990s'. 
There had been an outbreak of can-

cers and Downes Syndrome babies in 
the area of Dundalk, Co. Louth, in 
1957 as a result of the fire at the Wind-
scale nuclear plant on the British 
coast, he said. And Windscale had 
had its name changed to Sellafield as 
part of the 'cover-up' operation, he 
added. 

Sellafield was not the only cover-up 
in the history of nuclear energy, he 
said: the true extent of the near-Cher-
nobyl situation brought about by the 
escape of coolant from the nuclear 
plant in Snowdonia in the 1970s was 
never revealed, he said. 

The threat to Ireland did not just 
come f r o m nuc lea r energy , he 

Never had it 
so 

THE MEDIA is constantly tell-
ing us how superior living 
standards are in the west to 
those of eastern Europe. It 
doesn't explain that living 
standards here depend on the 
exploitation of the third world 
and a mountain of HP and 
other debt. In Northern ire-
land the average is £300 in HP 
alone. This Includes every 
man, woman and child in the 
calculation. The actual total is 
£442,393,000, a figure which 
grew by £1.5m in one year. 
Outstanding house mortgage 
debt is not included. 
Then there are the borrow-

ings from the commercial 
banking system. The small 
farmers In the North are great-
ly indebted to this quarter. 
For a small community with a 
low average wage in the em-
ployed sector, this Is a moun-
tainous debt obligation, 
especially with Interest rates 
at their present usurious le-
vels. No wonder the imposi-
tion of a Poll Tax has been 
averted for the time-being. In 
the publicly-owned housing 
sector £17 million is owed to 
the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive. Prosperity here, 
such as H Is, must depend 
largely on the self-employed. 

Do the practically debtless 
peoples of eastern Europe 
know the true cost of the living 
standards which they so des-
perately covet and the fragility 
of the base upon which they 
are constructed? 

• BOBBIE HEATLEY 

pointed out. American nuclear war-
ships docked at Irish ports, despite 
opposition from the majority of the 
population: 88 per cent of the popu-
lation of the 26 Counties opposed 
allowing nuclear warships to dock at 
Irish ports, he said. 

The crew and officers of the Ameri-
can nuclear warship USS Yorktown 
got a rough reception when the ship 
arrived in Cork in early 1989, he said. 
Protesters chained themselves to bol-
lards beside the ship and had to be 
cut free. Due to the protest the 
Amer ican A m b a s s a d o r h a d to 
scramble aboard the ship on an im-
provised ladder. Dockers refused to 
set up the gangway. Cork had also 
been declared a nuclear free zone by 
the Lord Mayor, he said. 

CORK H A D ALSO been the 
scene of the struggle against the 
foundation of the Merrell Dow 

Chemical factory in Kileagh, in the 
east of the county, Mr Curran said. 
The firm had a bad record of pollu-
tion in the US, the Netherlands and 
Vietnam, where they had supplied 
chemicals for the des t ruct ion of 

crops, flora and fauna. 
He also outlined the struggles in 

Mayo, Galway, Kerry and Dublin 
aga ins t p r o p o s e d fish f a r m i n g , 
which he explained was seen as a 
threat to the livelihoods of local 
people and a threat of pollution to the 
local water supplies. 

Other topics dealt with were the 
victory in favour of smokeless fuel in 
Dublin, the proposed gassing of bad-
gers because of bovine tuberculosis 
and the submarine menace in the 
Irish Sea. 

Mr Curran explained the policy of 
the Irish Green Party, which- in-
cluded separation of Church and 
State, support of Irish neutrality, op-
posi t ion to the European Com-
munity, and the withdrawal of the 
British army from the six counties 
and its replacement by a neutral 
peace-keeping force. 

Questions and vigorous discussion 
followed Mr Curran's presentation. 
The audience were in agreement and 
expressed their support fof the Irish 
people in the struggle against indus-
trial and military pollution, and for 
an end to unemployment.Irish Green 
Party badges and Irish Democrats 
were sold. 

Guru quits, research section boss demoted 

Is socialism dead in the 
Workers Party? 

DUBLIN left-wing circles are full of 
speculation these days on why Wor-
kers Party "guru" Eoghan Harris 
should have resigned from the party 
and why Eamonn Smullen, head of 
its Research Section, was simulta-
neously demoted. 

Har r i s and Smul len w e r e key 
people in inducing the Workers 
Party to abandon political Republi-
canism a decade ago. They sub-
stituted instead what they called 
"class polit ics" and "socialism". 
Now seemingly they want to aban-
don the "socialism" too, as not being 
in tune with the times, and move the 
Workers Party even further to the 
right. 

The speech Harris wrote for party 
leader Proinnsias de Rossa at the WP 
Ard Fhei$ a year ago heralded this 
latest policy switch. Its Thatcherite 
attack on "dole-scroungers" and 
" w o r k - s k i r k e r s " ra ised m a n y 
eyebrows. 

A pamphlet by Harris attacking the 
whole idea of the Workers Party 
being a party of the "left" precipi-
tated the latest row. The party's TDs 
thought this inopportune. It stuck in 
the gullet of party members who felt 
they had done enough of U-turns. 
But Smullen went ahead and pub-
lished the pamphlet without per-
mission, for which was hauled over 
the coals by the party's executive. 

Harris is a TV producer by profes-

sion, someone in the image-making 
business. He is of the breed of con-
temporary "designer socialists", for 
whom presentation comes before 
policy everytime. He admires Neil 
Kinnock's policy advisers, whom he 
believes share the same attitude. He 
supports a coalition of the Workers 
Party, Labour and Fine Gael aimed at 
oust ing Fianna Fail f rom office. 
While some Workers Party TDs think 
the same way, they are worried that 
Harris is just too blatant about it. 

It was Peadar ODonnell who once 
said that Republicanism, not "social-
ism", is the most "left-wing" thing in 
Ireland until the country has attained 
real unity in independence. 

The tragedy of the many good 
people who led Official Sinn F6in -
from which developed the present 
Workers Party - is that in giving u p 
physical force and the IRA they 
threw out political Republicanism as 
well. A case of the baby going out 
with the bathwater! Instead the WP 
adopted an ideological mishmash 
they got from Harris which effective-
ly aligned them with the central 
policies of Transnational Monopoly 
Capital, the British Government and 
the Ulster Unionists. 

Is it possible t ha t , having learned 
the limitations of Eoghan Harris's 
"class politics", they can still retrace 
their steps? 
• DUBLIN CORRESPONDENT 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Has socialism 
failed? 

THE COLLAPSE of various regimes of "real existing so-
cialism" in Eastern Europe is a challenge to all who see 
socialism as a form of society superior to capitalism. 
Are the capitalist propagandists right when they boast, 
"We have won"? 

Capitalism is the history of wars, socialism the history of 
mistakes. The founders of modem socialism developed their 
theory as a criticism of capitalism. They did not draw up a blue-
print on how to build a socialist society or lay down rules on 
how to run it. They did say, though, that the most important in-
tellectual faculty socialists should cultivate was a sense of his-
tory - to be aware that things are always changing and that it is 
foolish to exalt the circums'.. nces of one period or pl.ee into 
eternal truths. History tells us that it took centuries for capital-
ism to emerge out of fedualism, and there are parts of the world 
where this has not happened yet. Is it not naive then to think 
that socialism in turn will wholly displace capitalism and dis-
play its superior potential within just one century - our own? 

It was the victorious Red Army after World War 2 which 
brought socialism to countries like Poland and Hungary, 
which are now seeking to restore capitalism. To many in these 
countries socialism seemed a "foreign" import from outside. It 
is different in Russia, China, Cuba or Vietnam, countries where 
socialism is the result of indigenous revolutions and is there-
fore "national". Socialism will continue developing in these 
countries but their peoples are unlikely to abandon it. The spe-
cial circumstances of places like Lithuania, Latvia, Georgia and 
so on underline the point that socialism must be national if it 
is to secure permanent acceptance. 

WHAT IS socialism anyway? Politically it is a so-
ciety run by and in the interests of the working 
class - those who work for a wage or salary - rather 
than of capitalists, owners of capital. Economi-
cally, there is plenty room for debate on the best 

way for such a society to organise wealth production in coun-
tries at different levels of economic development. Plenty room 
too for experiment to find the optimum mix of centralisation 
and decentralisation - experimentation which will go on for cen-
turies to come as technology continues to change and new pro-
ducts are discovered. 

Capitalism is not the market. Markets existed in slave and 
feudal societies, as well as in capitalist and socialist ones. Capi-
talism is a society where profits - the surplus produced by la-
bour - are appropriated by private capitalists who then use 
them to decide what society shall produce, where, and in what 
amounts. Capitalist competition is not just a spur to "effi-
ciency", as capitalist economists argue. Qut of competition 
comes private monopoly, as big capital eats up small. From that 
in turn comes the export of capital to exploit the cheap labour 
of other countries, as well as competition that takes political 
forms in trade and interest-rate and exchange-rate wars - as 
well as wars using tanks, guns and bombs. 

From capitalism comes waste, Third World exploitation, 
racism, sexism, the destruction of community values and - most 
importantly in Western Europe today - the attack on the democ-
racy of the nation state as multinational firms seek to escape 
control by elected governments. In global terms capitalism is as 
vicious and riddled with contradictions as ever it was and will 
therefore continue to generate the democratic and socialist 
counter-impulses which will inevitably supercede it. 

The founders of modern socialism saw socialism growing 
out of capitalism and transcending it. Socialists need to appro-
priate and build on the positive achievements of capitalism, 
and indeed of all human culture. Politically they need to draw 
out the potential of the concept of democracy in quite new 
ways. Gorbachev says no one should hold public office for 
more than two terms. What about campaigning for ways of en-
suring elected representatives keep the promises they are 
elected on? O^recalling them from office if they are unsuit-
able? Of fostering vigorous local government and encouraging 
public participation in decision-making at every level? 

Connolly taught how socialists must achieve national democ-
racy, before seeking Jo apply democracy to industry. He taught 
how socialists must recognise the universal human values ex-
pressed in the great religions. The likes of Marx, Engels and 
Gramsci had acute things to say on man's relations with nature, 
anticipating the modern Green movement, and on gender rela-
tions which anticipated modern feminism. By drawing on the 
their movement's heritage of democracy, human values, femin-
ism and recognition of man as part of nature, socialists in the 
period ahead can be more succesful than ever before in show-
ing they have got the answer to the real problems of people and 
the Labour movement. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Irish in 
AS O N E who was raised in 

the same Glasgow Irish 
c o m m u n i t y as T o m m y 
McCaffer ty (Garngad) I 
will not enter into the fu-

tility of a debate about who knows 
the most Irishmen (or women) 

However I must reply to his com-
ments on Ellen Mitchell's letter and 
defend the Glasgow branch of the 
Connolly Association. Ellen and 1 
were secretary and chair when the 

„. b r a n c h w a s re - fo rmed in 1985, 
thanks mainly to the inspiration of 
the late Margaret Byrne RIP. A na-
tive of Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, Mar-
garet was an indefatigable fighter in 
the cause of Republicanism and So-
cialism. 

] have sincere respect for Tommy's 
beliefs but I feel he may not yet be 
clear as to the aims of the Connolly 
Association. We are Socialist Repub-
licans in the tradition of Connolly 
and those like Peadar O'Donnell who 
helped form the Republican Con-
gress. Therefore it is no surprise that 
members of our branch are active in 
the broad labour and trade union 
movement. The branch contains 
people who are members of Labour, 
Communist, Scottish Nationalist and 

Abairti agus 
Sean fhocail 

Le Seamus 0 
Cionnfhaola 

Sentences and proverbs 
1. Ag d£anamh leath throm air: 
To deal with him cruelly 
2. Gan luath na iomrd a dhea-
namh orthu: Without speaking or1 

mentioning them 
3. Scuir an capall agus leig do < 
iomlasc a bheith aige do fhein: 
Unyoke the horse and let him roll 
himself (as an easement) ] 
4. lomas forasna: The knowledge 
that enlightens (early) 
5. Chulr s6 a phosah ar cheat: He 
postponed his wedding 
6. Do dhelneadar coimhirse le 
ch6ile: They became reconciled 
7. MAs cinniuin dom tu mar st6r: 
II you are fated to be my treasure 
8. FAgfad clmlr ort: I will wound 
you for life 
9. Nach de Shlle a dhein an cear-
harnbg: What a square mass of 
flesh Sile has become 
10. Fearann ar ghdltas: Land held 
under rent 
11. Bionn an fhlrlnne searbh ach 
Is mills br£ug uaireannta: Truth 
Is bitter but the lie is sometime 
sweet 
12. Tugann tost cead: Silence 
gives consent 
13. Is beag an cealg a dheanfadh 
braon: It only takes a small thorn 
to make pus 
14. Galar gan ndire an tochas: 
Itch is without shame (galar=dls-
ease) 
15. MA t6 bean an tigh tinn nfor 
chaill si a goile: If the lady of the 
house is ill, she don't seem to 
have lost her appetite 

Scottish Socialist parties and some 
who are not members of any party. 
Some members of the branch have no 
Irish connections. However we are 
non-sectarian and share similaraims. 

There is surely no contradiction is 
supporting a 32-county Socialist Re-
public and opposing the lump. We 
are not in the game of green Toryism. 

The branch has had its successes 
and failures since the re-birth, how-
ever we must always be optimistic. 
There has been something of a re-
naissance of interest in things Irish in 
this city, especially in the cultural 
and social fields. I welcome the fact 
that Comhaltas and the GAA are 
having something of a revival and 
Feis Glasche, the oldest Feis in Scot-
land or England is still going strong. 
Ceilidhe are well attended and it is 
gratifying to see so many second and 
third generation Irish involved. The 
Strathclyde Irish Festival was a big 
success last year and it is hoped to be 
even better 1990. These events have 
had excellent financial backing from 
the (Labour) councils in Glasgow and 
Strathclyde. 

In the short time since our branch 
has been revived I think we can be 

IRISH SONGS 

reasonably satisfied with our pro-
gress. We have had speakers of the 
calibre of Tony Coughlan, Emmet 
Stagg TD and others. We have made 
contact with people like Sean Red-
m o n d and Matt Merr igan . We 
helped organise a public platform for 
Matt at the STUC in Aberdeen in 
what proved to be one of the best 
fringe meetings at conference. And 
of course we have had the late De-
smond Greaves who was particular-
ly pleased with our progress. I 
visited the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions congress in Bundoran in 1989 
in a informal capacity. We have in-
troduced short Irish lessons at our 
meetings. 

We have worked with the 'Time to 
Go' campaign and the Campaign for 
Democratic Rights in Northern Ire-
land (CDRNI) at various times. 
Many of our members are involved 
in other activities. I spotted a few at 
a packed Comhaltas concert just last 
night. We would like to see many 
more Irish people becoming in-
volved in political activity. However 
this is no new problem and it is hard-
ly true of second or third generation 
Irish. Some would say that we are 
over represented! 

H-block Song 

Tommy's remarks about bluenoses 
and freemasonry in the labour move-
ment of course contain a grain of 
truth. It would be strange in a pre-
dominantly Protestant country if it 
were otherwise. I suspect there are 
Hibs and Knights in the Irish Labour 
movement. 

I have some knowledge of the la-
bour movement as I am Branch presi-
dent of my own union SOGAT and a 
member of the NEC and Labour 
Party activist. When on a picket line 
I do not ask it the comrade beside me 
is a bluenose or a Tim. 

Of course, Glasgow is more aware 
of the situation in the six-county sta-
telet than most other cities. After all 
the majority of Glasgow's Irish popu-
lation come (or came) from the nine 
counties of Ulster. It is to the eternal 
credit of the labour and trade union 
movement that it has been as real 
positive force and healing factor in 
the sectarian divide. The much ma-
ligned Labour Party has been a sym-
bol of un'+v for working people, a fact 
acknowledged by our enemies. 

Readers will remember the long 
struggle of my own union, SOGAT, 
against the Murdoch empire at Wap-
ping and Kinning Park. The Trade 
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Union official who helped recruit th 
scab labour in Glasgow was a 
EETFU official called Pat CHanlor 
who I am ashamed to say, is of Iris 
origin. Scabs can be found on eithe 
side of the sectarian divide. 

R6 the two specific points raised b 
Tommy:-1 was unable to be preser 
at the Emmet Stagg meeting. Hov\ 
ever I know John Foley well and car. 
not believe that any decision Johi 
made from the chair was intended h 
stifle political debate. Tommy du 
agree it was a good meeting and 
hope he continues to participate ii 
the branch and debate these matter 
which give him concern. We mus 
work with all our allies, whether ii 
USA, Europe or even Scotland 
However these allies will not b> 
found among the super-national coi 
porations of big business. Genei 
ations of Irish including my owi 
father had to slave in remote buildin, 
sites, tunnelling jobs etc. and finishe i 
their days without even a pension 
Fine maybe when you are young an< 
fit, but not when the aches and pain: 
set in. So much for contract labour 
Many of these Irish workers came 
from rural backgrounds with little or 
no history of union organisation 
Multi-national capitalism is oui 
enemy, whether in Scotland, Eng 
land or Ireland. It has failed to de 
liver the goods and our fight for <• 
united Ireland must a l w a y s b<. 
coupled with the fight for Socialism 
That is what the Connolly Associ 
ation stands for. 

Jim Frit 
Glasgow 

Note: 
Pressure of space has forced us to 
hold over some letters. Please keej 
them coming, but try to keep then 
short, or we'll shorten them for you' 

PATRICK BOND 

On 5th May Bobby Sands died on hunger strike. A few days before 
his death he was visited in hospital by his fellow MP, Don Concannon, who 
toid him the British Labour Party fully supported Margaret Thatcher's re-

jection of the prisoners' demands. Bobby Sands was followed to his death by 
nine more hunger strikers during that summer. 

I am a proud young Irishman, in Ulster's hills my life began 
A happy boy through green fields ran and kept God's and man's 
laws. 
But when my age was barely ten my country's wrongs were told again 
By tens of thousands marching then and my heart stirred to the cause 

CHORUS 
So I'll wear no convict's uniform nor meekly serve my time 
That England might brand Ireland's fight eight hundred years of 
crime 

I learned of centuries of strife, of cruel laws, injustice rife 
I saw now in my own young life the fruits of foreign sway 
Protesters batoned, tortured, maimed, divisions nurtured, passions 
flamed 
Outrage provoked, right's cause defamed. This is the conqueror's 
way 

Descendant of proud Connaught's clan, Concannon serves cruel 
Britain's plan 
Man's inhumanity to man has spawned a trusty slave 
No strangers are these bolts and locks, no new design these dark 
H-blocks 
Black Cromwell vValks while Mason stalks the bully taunts the brave 

Does Britain need a thousand years of riot, protest, death and tears 
Or will this past decade of fears of eighty decades spell 
An end to Ireland's agony, new hope for human dignity 
And will the last obscenity be this grim H-block eel*" 

The Boston Burglar 
I was born and bred in Boston, boys, a place you all 
know well, 

Brought up by honest parents, the truth to you I'll tell; 
Brought u p by honest parents, and reared most tender-

iy 
Till I became a sporting blade at the age of twenty-three. 

M y character w a s taken and I was brought to trial 
My parents thought to bail me out, but I was kept in jail. 
The jury found m e guilty and the judge h e Wrote it 
d o w n -

"For robbing ot the Union Bank you are sent to Char-
lestown." 

1 s a w my aged father and h e standing b y the Bar; 
Likewise my loving mother a-tearing o u t her hair, 
A-tearing of her grey old locks and the tears came 
trickling d o w n 

Saying: "John, m y son, what have y o u d o n e to be sent 
t o Charlestown?" 

There's a girl in Boston City, boys, a girl I d o love wel l , 
A n d if e'er I get my liberty wi th her I m e a n to dwell, 
If e'er I get my liberty bad company wil l I shun, 
A n d the robbing of the Union Bank, l ikewise the drink-
ing of rum. 

Ye lads that are at liberty should keep it w h i l e ye can; 
Don't roam the streets by night or day or break the laws 
of man; 

For if ye do you're sure to rue and b e c o m e a man like 
m e 

A-serving out your twenty years in the penitentiaiy. 
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BOOKS PACE EDITED BY DORIS DALY 

An outstanding new account from America ot the labour movement in the nineteenth century 

Anthony Coughlan John W.Boyle, The Irish Labour 
Movement in the Nineteenth Century, Catholic University of America Press, A/ashington, £35 Bmmet O'Connor, A Labour History of /Vaterford, Waterford Trades Council, !I2 dary Jones, These Obstreperous 
Lassies, A History of the Irish Women Workers' Union, Gill and Macmillan, £ll 

IT WAS activists in the labour 
movement rather than university 
academics who pioneered Irish 
labour history - James Connolly 
himself, T.A Jackson, Desmond 

Ryan, John Swift, Andrew Boyd, De-
smond Greaves. Then university 
p»eople started making contributions 
• the likes of Emmet Larkin, Rachel 
CyHiggins, Fergus D'Arcy. The best 
:if the academic writing has always 
seen written by people sympathetic 
to the values and tradition of the la-
bour movement. 

In 1925, the American Professor 
liO.Clarkson was one of the pioneers 
if Irish labour history with his book 
'.abour and Nationalism in Ireland. 
Mow again from America comes an-
other outstanding work - John 
:toyle's detailed account of the labour 
movement between 1825 and 1906. In 
those days most trade unionists were 
craft workers - carpenters, brick-
'ayers, bakers, tanners, printers, 
(intil 1824 unions were completely 
outlawed by Acts forbidding "com-

binations". Daniel O'Connell was 
fiercely anti-trade union. He refused 
to forge an alliance between Irish 
peasants and English industrial wor-
kers, as the Chartist leader Fergus 
O'Connor wanted. The Dublin trades 
unions were unique in 19th century 
Europe in facing a problem of dein-
dustrialisation, as industries closed 
and workers' numbers fell. They 
were nationalist in their politics as a 
consequence. The Dublin unions 
were the first organised body in Irish 
society to demand repeal of the 
Union. In Belfast the skilled workers 
were employed in industries like 
shipbuilding and rope-works, which 
depended on Empire markets and 
British order books. This made them 
support the political unionism of 
their employers. 

Boyd describes the growth of Brit-
ish unions in Ireland and the forma-
tion of the Dublin and Belfast Trades 
Councils. Dublin Trades Council 
took the initiative which led to the 
founding of the Irish TUC in 1894. He 
tells of Ireland's role in the First Inter-
national and the beginnings of so-
cialist organisation. The English 
socialist William Morris discovered 
on a visit to Dublin in 1886 that "the 
Irish will not listen to anything ex-
cept the hope of independence as 
long as they are governed by Eng-
land." In Belfast William Walker 
said that Irish workers should join 
with English ones in common sup-
port for the Empire. There are still 
"orange socialists" in the Six Coun-
ties who echo this view. In opposi-

tion to Walker Connolly urged or-
ganised labour to champion national 
independence. Boyd's book has 
much interesting detail. For example 
he tells us that Connolly almost cer-
tainly spent time in India during his 
youthful service in the British Army. 

ABOUR's story at the national 
level needs to be supplemented 
>y local and regional studies as 

well as histories of individual trade 
unions. Emmet O'Connor's Labour 
History of Waterford traces the story of 
labour organisation in that city from 
the middle ages to the present day. It 
shows how national events im-
pinged on the life of the south of 
Ireland port, and how events in 
Waterford influenced things nation-
ally. 

Waterford is not a large city and the 
labour movement there was closely 
affected by goings-on in its rural hin-
terland. George O'Brien described 
the Whiteboyism of theJSth century, 
which had its origins on the Water-
ford-Tipperary border, as "a vast 
trade union for the protection of the 
Irish peasantry." With the rise of the 
Defenders in the1790s, Whiteboyism 
acquired a political consciousness di-
rected mainly against the colonial 
regime. Emmet O'Connor describes 
the political culmination of Defende-
rism, the 1798 Rebellion, as "the first 
and greatest trade union revolt of 
Irish history". Radicalism lingered a 
long time in rural Co. Waterfbrd. 

Waterford's farm workers were mili-
tantly trade unionist in the 1920s, but 
in the next few decades agricultural 
workers virtually disappeared. The 
book is especially interesting on the 
role of clericalism in the labour 
movement in the I950s. What hap-
pened in Waterford typified many 
other places. In those early days of 
the Cold War, crucifixes, statues and 
holy pictures appeared in union 
halls, while no branch AGM was 
complete without a mass or an ad-
dress from a priest. In the 1960s, 
Emmet O'Connor writes, "thesepub-
lic pieties evaporated in the dry wind 
of liberalism". 

Waterford Trades Council can be 
proud of publishing this outstanding 
book, which is virtually a social his-
tory of their city as well as of its la-
bour movement. Proud too can be 
Peter O'Connor, who used to sell 
Irish Front - predecessor of the Irish 
Democrat - in London in the 1930s, 
later fought in Spain and returned to 
play a leading part in Waterford's 
labour history right to the present 
day and whose son, Emmet, is this 
books's distinguished author. 

J 
•HE Irish Women Workers 
Union was a by-product of Lar-

_ kin's organisation of Dublin 
workers before World War 1. His sis-
ter, Delia Larkin,was its first secre-
tary. Later Helena Molony, Louie 
Bennett and Helen Chenevix guided 
its fortunes. It fought over a 73 year 

period for the rights of laun<-.?sses, 
print workers, boxmakers, nurses 
and dressmakers. 

For much of this time the basic 
problems of women workers re-
mained the same - underpaid in rela- ' 
tion to men, compelled to give u p 
their jobs on marriage and vulner-
able in an era of mechanisation to the 
steady erosion of their traditional 
areas of work. In this struggle 
women were joined, and often op-
posed, by the men of the labour 
movement, with the claims of "the 
vast majority" often being advanced 
within the movement at the cost of 
women workers' interests. 

The themes of Mary Jones's book 
remain constant - the fight for a mini-
mum wage and a shorter working 
week, and the struggles of a smaller 
union against poaching by more 
powerfu l contemporaries. The 
women themselves were not always 
in accord, with those from the craft 
tradition often as adept at excluding 
married women from the workforce 
as were their male colleagues. Such 
disputes did not, however, spell dis-
unity. With a common legacy these 
"obstreperous lassies", of diverse 
politics and practice, maintained 
their essential bonds. In 1984 the 
IWWU amalgamated with the Feder-
ated Workers Union of Ireland, now 
in turn amalgamated with the 
ITGWU as SIPTU - the Services, In-
dustrial and Professional Trade 
Union. Mary Jones's book is a worthy 
tribute to the splendid women who 
are its heroines. > 

Britain's best 
Irish history 'iJt ' 

THE moat comprehenelve collection of 
books on Irish history, politics and social 
life to be found In Britain la now Inithe 
Working Cta*» Movement 
Manchester, tha collection the two of ua 

.laid the foundation of many fc 
We are happy to tell reader® of the Irleh 

Democrat that a speoial Irish Room at the 

Library now houaaa tha Irish booka of tha 
laterJBaamond Greaves (1913-1988), who 
edited tha Irish Democrat and worked full-
time for the Connolly Association for over 
forty ysara, akle by aide with thoaa of Tho-
mas Alfred Jackson (1879-1955), author of 
tha famous Matory Inland Her .Own and 
also s supporter of tha Connolly Associ-
ation. We Invite students and researchers 
In the araa of blah studies to coma and use 
the collection and teH others about It. 
The Irish have made a powerful contribu-

tion to the British Labour movamant since 
thedayeof John Doherty, who founded the 
country'aflret general trade union In the 
1880a, and tha Chartist leaders Ftraus 
O'Connor and Brontarra O'Brien. The 
moat enlightened leaders of British La-
bour have aiwaye held that the people of 

Britain cannot attain social emancipation 
until their Government disengages from 
Ireland and lata the Irieh people solve their 
own problems themselves. T.A. Jackson 
and C.O. Greaves were born In England, 
but spent much of their political Uvea ad-
vocating the union of the cauae of British 
Labour, radicalism and aoclallsm with that 
of Iriah unity and Independence. They 
were both remarkable scholars and histo-
rians and men of extraordinary wide cul-
ture. H Is therefore fitting that their libraries 
should be housed In Salford, aide by aide 
with a vast amount of other material on the 
Labour, trade union, eoclaliet, co-opera-
tive and women's movements In this 
country, going back over two centuriea. 
The collection of books, pamphlets and 

labour movement memorabilia waa 
started two decades ago in a semi-de-
tached house In Old Trafford. In 1987 Sal-
ford CKy Council Cultural Services took 
over tha administration and staffing of tha 
Library, moving It to Ha praaant flna Victo-
rian building at JubUaaHouae,51 Tha Craa-
cent, Salford, only a mile from tha centre 

There ata three enthueiaatic full-time II-
brariana who offer ovary assistance to 
scholars and students aa well aa to casual 
vieltore. There is an exhibition room where 
there la an Interesting collection of trade 
union emblema, photographs, pottery, 
printa and badges, all reflecting working 
class activities. Theee complement the 
book ooilocMoW" 

TheReading Room acteia the focal point 
of theLibrary, where ueera can be aaaiatad 
to find tha materiel they eeek. Numerous 
individual rooms house tha subjections, 
which have been added to by donations of 

archive material from eeveral trade union 
and progressive organiaations. 

Salford has long-standing Iriah connec-
tions. There was a big Irish immigrant 
population from the end of the 18th cen-: 
tury. The Victoria Mill which provided I 
Frederick Engels with the income from 
which he helped to keep the Marx family 
while Karl Marx researched and wrote his 
monumental work on Capital, waa located 
in Salford. The Manchester Martyrs, Allen, 
Larkin and O'Brien, were hung at the New 
Bailey prison |ust across the river from 
Mancheater. This waa not one of Selford's 
finest hours. More creditably, James Con-
nolly held several public meetings on be-
half of tha local socialists in Salford In 1901 
and again In 1902. 

There is not space to list the many treas-
ures of the Irish collection. Tommy Jack-
son and Desmond Greaves possessed 
many rare 18th and 19th century booka. Aa 
one would expect, tha Greeveecoi lection 
la sspecially strong on modemJrieh poilti-
cai history and the Northern troubiee of the 
past twenty years. Several of the Greavee 
books are annotated with Interesting or 
^muw^^mtmi*e»w w i n w w n e w K H V I V W M ' w i 

caustic remarks on their contents, for De-
smond believed in giving an Instant reac-
tion to what he read If ha waa strongly 
moved to approbation or dissent. 

We are also giad to say that the executor 
of hie aetata has agreed to keeo addina to 
the Malt collection any material of toyort-
ance on Irish hietory and affaire which 
should come out in the coming years. The 
coHeotlon will therefore be kept up to date, 
which should Increase ita value for stu-
oents and researcnara. 

• RUTH AND 
EDMUND FROW 
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ARMY TV CREW' "The army 
and police in Ulster are inves-
tigating why two plainclothes 
soldiers posed as a television 
camera crew while filming in 
republican areas last month. 
John Foster, broadcasting of-
ficer of the National Union of 
Journalists, said the matter 
was serious. By doing this 
they obviously place other 
camera crews, technicians 
and journalists in great jeo-
pardy. It is quite irrespon-
sible. SUNDAY TIMES. NB. 
Ten years ago the British army 
in Northern Ireland printed 
counterfei t NUJ cards and 
presumably still have them. 

HAT ABOUT IRELAND? It 
is inconceivable to us that of 
all the peoples in Europe, only 
the German people should be 
denied that right" - Douglas 
Hurd, Foreign Secretary, on 
German unity and self-deter-
mination. 

NO ANSWER "British policy 
in Ireland is an 18-year-old 
British soldier with a rifle walk-
ing up the Falls Road. That is 
no answer to those political 
questions. Those soldiers are 
being used as cannon fodder. 
At the end of the day, the army 
will have to leave. People who 
support withdrawal will have 
to keep plugging away. The 
army presence hasn't sta-
bilised the situation, and Peter 
Brooke has said the army can-
not defeat the IRA. This must 
leave the soldiers asking 'why 
are we here?' Is it to save the 
face of a few British politi-
cians?" Aly Renwick, former 
British soldier who served in 
Northern Ireland. 

IRISH BUDGET | The Irish 
Government has announced 
that social welfare payments 
are to be increased by 5 per 
cent to cover anticipated infla-
tion rate of 3.5 per cent. Stand-
ard tax is to come down 2 per 
cent to 30 per cent. Likewise 
standard VAT is reduced to 23 
per cent. VAT on telephone 
and electricity bills is in-
creased to 10 per cent. Petrol, 
cigarettes and drink remain 
untouched. 

GAELIC SCOTLAND An In-
crease in Gaelic language 
radio and television broad-
casts in Scotland was de-
manded in the Commons by 
Margaret Ewing (SNP, Moray) 
who said the Scottish com-
munity ;vas united in its wish 
to see the regeneration of this 
part of its culture. Tim Renton, 
the Home Office Minister, 
stated that 82,000 out of a 
Scottish population of 5.2 mil-
lion spoke Gaelic. He declined 
to give any indication that fa-
cilities would be made avail-
able to increase the number of 
Gaelic speakers. HANSARD. 
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The .Irish-mu$t be one nation v%o can sympathise with the Lithyargans 

Who's constitution? 

I GORBACHEV: assurances given 

FOR 20 years now, I have been 
a 'Lithuania watcher'; that is, 
it's 20 years ago that I first 
became interested, studied 
and wrote on the problems 

of that unhappy country. 
Lithuania was eventually recog-

nised by the League of Nations as an 
independent democratic republic, on 
Mav 15,1920, having thrown out the 
Germans, the Russians and the Poles 
(who had attempted to incorporate it 
into Poland). 

On August 3, 1940, after twenty 
years of independence, the Lithua-
nian Republic was forcibly annexed 
to the Soviet Union. Soviet Russia, 
having signed a Treaty with Nazi 
Germany, moved its armies into the 
Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania. The republics were 
overwhelmed by military force. 

Now Lithuania has declared again, 
in no uncertain terms, that it still be-
lieves in its right to self- determina-
tion. Yet Gorbachev has the gall to 
claim that, in declaring their inde-
pendence, the Lithuanians are be-
having unconst i tut ional ly ' and 
illegally. 

The mir.d boggles at the logic. 
Having forcibly invaded and con-

quered a country and imposed their 
own system of rules and laws - in-
deed, their own 'constitution' - a con-
stitution in which the people of that 
country have had no democratic say 
in framing - the imperialists com-
plain when the people refuse to obey 
their rules; to obey a constitution im-
posed on them by right of conquest. 

Should such bully-boy tactics be 
taken seriously? Of course not. They 
should convince no one. Indeed, in 
these islands, the Irish, Scots and 
Welsh are painfully aware of the 
constitution' games of their imperial 

masters. 
1 first became interested in the prob-

lem of the Baltic state because I was 
struck by the similarities of that small 
country's struggle with Ireland's 
struggle. But, at least, Ireland has had 

only one imperial agressor to deal 
with. 

In the mid-16th century, inde-
pendent Lithuania was being in-
vaded by both Russians and 
Prussians. In desperation it sought 
an ally and asked for a military al-
liance with Poland. The Poles had an 
eye to the main chance and, in 1564, 
the Recess of Warsaw proposed an 
unequal union in which Lithuania 
would be a province of Poland. Li-
thuania refused to sell its liberty. Po-
land retal iated by joining the 
Russians and Prussians in carving up 
Lithuanian territory. In 1569, dis-
heartened, Lithuania gave in and 
agreed to uhite itself to Poland to 
save its territorial integrity. Poland 
then saw off the other empires. This 
Union lastedfrom 1569 to 1795. Thus 
began the Polonization of Lithuania 
which all but-destroyed the country's 
distinctive language and culture. 

THE Polish empire tottered 
and fell in 1795 and was par-
titioned between Prussia, 
Austr ia and Russia. On 
January 31, 1796, Lithuania 

was formally annexed to the Russian 
empire. There now followed a 'Rus-
sian only' language policy. During 
this time Lithuania fought for her in-
dependence and was used by un-
scrupulous politicians - Napoleon 
sponsored a Lithuanian goverment 
which fell in 1813. 

A major Lithuanian uprising took 
place in 1831. One of the leaders was 
Emily Plater, an extraordinary 25 
year old feminist and political thin-
ker, renowned for her beauty, and 
famous as a recorder of Lithuanian 
folklore and a writer of poetry. She 
was executed. In 1852 Russia banned 
the Lithuanian language by law in all 
walks of life, even in the home. In 
1860 came another uprising, finally 
put down in 1864. In the suppression 
that followed an attempt was made 

to eradicate all traces of a separate 
Lithuanian nationality. 

But the Lithuanians organised an 
Underground and conducted secret 
language schools. They were still de-
manding self-government and in 
1905, as a political sop, the Tsar eased 
up on the Russification policy and 
allowed Lithuanian to be taught in 
some elementary schools. Germany 
invaded Lithuania in 1914, wresting 
it from Russian control. They set 
about a 'Germanization' policy, also 
banning Lithuanian. 

But the Lithuanian National Libera-
tion Movement continued to or-
ganise and on February 16, 1918, 
proclaimed a Declaration of Lithua-
nian Independence. The 1916 upris-
ing in Ireland had greatly influenced 
the attitudes and policies of the Li-
thuanian leaders and they declared 
the country to be an independent re-
public. 

The Irish people should constitute 
at least one nation in which a sym-
pathy and empathy for Lithuania 
ought to be found. When Lithuania 
was fighting for its liberty in the early 
years of this century, the great heroes 
of the Lithuanian National Move-
ment were the leaders of the Irish 
National Movement. Jonas Jablon-
skis (1861-1930), the 'Father of the 
Lithuanian Language Revival' also 
paid inspirational gratitude to Dou-
glas Hyde and Conradh na Gaeilge. 
Alas, would they draw such inspira-
tion f rom the Irish Government 
today? 

In 1918 Lithuania had to face the 
Red Army from Russia, the Polish 
Army (Poland maintaining that Li-
thuania was part of its territory on 
the basis of the former Union of 1569-
1795) and a German-White Russian 
Army. The League of Nations finally 
stepped in to recognise Lithuania as 
an independent republic on May 15, 
1920. The price was the partition of 
some of its territory to Poland 

Lithuanian became an official state 
language for the first time in 400 
years. For the first time in 400 years 
the language and its culture was offi-
cially taught in Lithuanian schools, 
broadcast on radio, and used in Li-
thuanian newspapers, magazines 
and books. And, in those twenty 
years of democratic self-government, 
the Lithuanians achieved what suc-
cessive Irish Governments have been 
claiming they were attempting to do 
during the last 70 years. The Lithua-
nians restored their language, cul-
ture and national identitv, so that 
even the last 50 years of Russian oc-
cupation has not been able to destroy 
it. 

Twenty years later, in 1940, the Rus-
sians invaded and have remained 
until today. 

In 1941 the Lithuanians rose up in 
an attempt to throw the Russians out. 
Nazi Germany seized the oppor-
tunity to grab the territory. In 1944 
Soviet Russia were able to invade 
again under the pretence of 'lib-
erators'. From 1944 to 1952 Lithua-
nian guerilla forces (having fought 
the Nazi occupation) continued to 
fight a war of independence against 
the Russians while the rest of the 
world ignored the situation. During 
1945-46 alone some 145,000 Lithua-

nians were forcibly transported to 
Siberia. 

In July, 1949, the Russian language 
was enforced in all L i thuanian 
schools. A Russification process was 
begun. However, today, out of the 
republic's population of 3,572,000, 
just over 3 millions still speak Lithua-
nian, while there are a further 800,000 
Lithuanian speakers elsewhere in the 
Soviet Union, forcibly re-settled out-
side Lithuania during the Stalinist 
years. Also, in an attempt to weaken 
the nationality of the country, Rus-
sians were encouraged to settle in 
Lithuania in large numbers, taking 
many key jobs in the country. The 
parallel of Ireland is remarkable.' , 

Already on March 27, this year, So-
viet military helicopters were over-
f lying Vilnius, the capital , and 
distributing leaflets to encourage the 
Russian minority (planted in Lithua-
nia during the last 40 years) to coriie 
out on the streets to protest against 
the independence movement. Soviet 
officials, even blatantly wearing uni-
form, have been seen organising 
demons t ra t ions of the Russian-
speaking minority and attacks on Li-
thuanian groups. Gorbachev wants 
to create a sizable Unionist minority 
in order to manipulate the situation. 
He has already shown that he is well 
read on what England has done and 
is doing in Ireland. >! 

GORBACHEV'S bland as-
surance to the world that 
he would not use force 
was demonstrated to be a 
pack of lies w h e n , on 

March 27, Soviet paratroopers took 
over key political buildings in Li-
thuania. That assurance, too, had a 
hollow ring when one considered the 
fact that the Red Army was already 
in Lithuania. There are barracks and 
air force bases there and an estimated 
30 - 40,000 regular troops. Ever since 
the Lithuanian March UDI more 
troops have been quietly pouring 
into the republic. Lithuania is re-
garded as a strategic area for Soviet 
Defence. Even prior to March 27 
troop movements in the republic's 
capital of Vilnius had developed into 
crude displays of military force. It is 
likely that before this article is pub-
lished, the Soviets might feel confi-
dent, in the face of the lack of firm 
protest from the rest of the wo 
arrest the members of the Lithu 
Government and impose a puppet 
regime or direct rule. I 

The Lithuanian situation is a vo-
latile one. * 

The Struggle of the Lithuanians for 
cultural, political and economic inde-
pendence is surely one which the 
Irish people can understand and 
have the greatest sympathy with. 

Whatever happens in the conti-
nuing unfolding drama, a drama 
which is representative of tjie 
struggle of all small nations for self-
determination, we must make clear 
that imperialism, from whatever 
quarter it comes/should have no 
place in the world of the future; tujd 
Constitutions, imposed by imperial 
powers by military force, can have no 
status, legal or moral. 
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