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I 'THE BRITISH media again ex- choice in Britain?" it sneered 
I ! celled themselves in reporting the This from the paper that called 
I " Irish Supreme Court's decision. Paul Hill an "IRA Pig" wants to 
I [ The Dally Mall, which once carried "string up" the Birmingham Six 
toa twadlhie "HURRAH FOR TH^^andi lWa been actively encoura-
I BLACKSHIRTS" now ran with ging soldiers to leak classified in 
I "JUSTICE DUBLIN STYLE". The formation to loyalist 
I Mall on Sunday called for a boy- paramilitaries. 
I cott of Irish goods. Today greeted Ironically the solicitor Pat Finu-

the decision with "FUGITIVE LIST cane, brother of one of the appel-
I OF SHAME". The ever eloquent lants, is possibly the most 
I Sterscreamed"SICK"initsBrttlsh prominent recent victim of coMu-
I editions but editorialised In sup- sion between members of the se-
I port of the judgement in the edition curlty forces and loyalist 
I which is produced for the twenty- death-squads. He was killed txt-
I six counties: "No Irish court can cause he defended cases like 
I allow prisoners to face possible these and his killing was encour-
| ill-treatment," it said. aged by this type of irresponsible 

The Sun, as ever, went one bet- reporting. 
Pic: AP/RN ter calling Clarke and Finucane Not only do these newspapers 

"human garbage" and hoping that make reasoned discussion about 
"the precious air of Irish freedom" Ireland more difficult but this son 
poisons them. "Would his Hon- of sensationalism and bias also 
our have felt happier if he had been sets up the Irish community in Brl-
to nominate the prison of his tain for racist attacks. 

• Dermot Finucane on his way from the Supreme Court 

Dublin Supreme Finucane and Clarke might be 
; Court were right to up- similarly treated. By a majority 
1 V hold the Appeals of Der- verdict, the court also ruled that 
j I mot Finucane and Jim FinUcane's case fell within the 

Clarke against extradi- grounds of political exemption, 
tion. The ruling was strictly cor- The 1965 Extradition Act is clear 
rect on legal grounds and, for all that there are circumstances in 
the bile of Britain's gutter press which specific acts of violence are 
and gutter politicians, it is entire- covered by the political exemp-
ly morally defensible. tion clause. This Act has been 
i Both Clarke and Finucane took amended by subsequent laws 
^partin the mass break-out from and rulings, which have nar-
Long Kesh prison in 1983 and rowed its scope, but it has not 
claimed they would face ill-treat- been repealed, 
m^nt if returned there. Finucane Both Clarke and Finucane had 
additionally argued that his case been previously railroaded 
concerned a political offence. through no-jury Diplock courts, 

, there is legal proof that prison- in Clarke's case solely on the 
-ers who took part in the "great basis of a statement he was bru-
-escape" were savagely beaten, talised into signing. Finucane 
made to run gauntlets and had had received death threats from 
•prison dogs set upon them. The warders prior to his escape and 
^prisoners were denied medical his pother, Pat, was killed by 
-assistance for four days and loyalists during his appeal, 
prison officers then cpnsplred It is entirely proper that an Irish 
together to pervert the course of court should consider the con-
justice. A court eventually stitittiqnal rights of an Irish 
awarded compensation to an in- citizen when considering hand-
jured prisoner, but no wtfrder has inghim over toahother country's 
ever been disc ipl ined^ The jurisdiction. If theBritish auth-

the torture of prisoners it is quite 
natural to take this into account. 
Britain has been taken to the Eu-
ropean Courts 31 times and 
found guilty of breaking the Eu-
ropean Human Rights Conven-
tion on 21 occasions. It is the 
worst offender in Europe. 

British justice means the Birm-
ingham Six, can remain im-
prisoned indefinitely and the 
Winchester Three's experience 
shows the frame-ups are conti-
nuing. The growing list of shoot-
to-kill victimo and the emerging 
evidence of collusion between 
the security forces and .loyalist 
paramilitaries stand testament to 
Britain's human rights record. 
The recent killing erf a republica n 
in Lurgan, just minutes after he 
stepped out of an RUC Barracks, 
shows this justice in its most 
summary form. The British gov-
ernment may find such scrutiny 
"grossly offensive" but they will 
presumably apply the same 
standards themselves - the next 
time they receive an extradition 
application from Iraq. 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
April London Members meeting 

The Tom King murder plot 
that never was 

The case of the Winchester Three 

Speaker from the 
Winchester Three campaign 

4pm, Wednesday 11th AprH 
Marchmont Street Community Centre 

Marchmont Street, WC1 
(Nearest tube: Russell Square) 

ALL WELCOME 



EDITORIAL 

A grave cause 
for concern 

JOHN STEVENS' report into allegations of. collusion 
between members of the British Crown forces and 
loyalist death gangs will be delivered to the Depart-
ment of Public Prosecutions and RUC chief Hugh An-
nesley sometime this month. After six months' work 

in the Six Counties, during which 49 members of the Ulster 
Defence Regiment and the paramilitary Ulster Defence Asso-
ciation have been charged with collecting information from 
classified sources on members of the Catholic community, 
the deputy chief constable is flying home to Cambridge. 

But the allegations haven't stopped just because the in-
quiry team has packed its bags. Republican Sam Marshall 
was murdered outside Lurgan police station in County Ar-
magh last month. He had been reporting to the RUC station 
twice weekly as part of the conditions of his bail. He had 
been warned his name was on a loyalist death list. But his 
murder has not been investigated by the Stevens team. 

This has only fuelled long-standing anxieties about the 
scope and nature of the inquiry. Neither Amnesty Interna-
tiona! nor the Committee for the Administration of Justice 
have been able to get a straight answer as to the remit of the 
investigation - not from the Northern Ireland Office, not 
from Mr Stevens himself. 

Neither do the charges brought against the 49 who have so 
far appeared in court suggest that the inquiry has got to the 
root of the problem: they all relate to receiving supposedly 
classified information from the so-called security forces - no-
one has ye' been charged with actually dishing the stuff out, 
which is by far the more serious problem. 

Equally, it would seem that the UDR are to bear the brunt 
of the inquiry's allegations. No serving member of the RUC 
has been charged in connection with the investigation and 
none is expected to be. Yet the claim surfaced last year in a 
Belfast newspaper that a self-styled 'Inner Circle' was opera-
ting throughout the force, its members dedicated to the mur-
der of members of the IRA. Who made the claim? Was it 
true? What are its implications? And even if the Stevens 
team know the answers, we won't know, since Northern Ire-
!md Minister John Cope has assured the House of (Commons 
the report will not be made public. 

None of this is to pre-judge the outcome of the investiga-
tion. But it does serve to underline that with aroun^ 200 
classified documents missing from Army barracks and hun-
dreds of lives consequently in danger, nothing less than a 
full, independent, judicial inquiry can allay the very grave 
concern. 
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Irish Democrat Subscription Offer 
If you are a regular reader of the Irish Democrat, then you will 
already know it's indispensable (or everyone Involved in Irish 
politics in Britain. But do all your frineds and colleagues know? 
We are launching a special new subscription offer to help you 
help us to spread the news. If you send us the name and address 
of a friend or colleague whom you feel would appreciate the news 
and analysis of the Irish Democrat, we will send them a copy every 
month for t he next six months for the special Introductory offer 
rate of £1.50 - that ' s a saving of the best part of £1. 

YOUR NAME 

YOUR ADDRESS 

NEW READER S NAME 

ADDRESS 

• Please return completed form, with a cheque for £1.50, to: 
Connolly Association, 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1. 
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Homelessness single greatest difficulty for London Irish 

Housing crisis 
HOUSING is the single grea-

test single diff icul ty for 
Irish immigrants, and in-
d e e d for all immigran t 
groups in Britain, accord-

ing to the director of the London-
based Innisf ree Hous ing 
Association. 

TGWU member Padraic Kenna, a 
0 aduate in law and sociology from 
Warwick University, says: "Histori-
cally housing, or the lack of housing, 
for Irish people has figured in the 
social history of housing of Britain. 

"In 1844 an author describing a 
part of London where Irish people 
lived wrote 'the houses are occupied 
from cellar to garret, filthy from 
within and without, and their ap-
pearance is such that no human 
being could possible live in them. 
Here lived the poorest of the poor, 
the worst paid workers, the majority 
Irish or of Irish extraction.' 

"Very little has changed 150 years 
later. The only thing tha t has 
changed is the character of Irish 
homelessness in London. We don't 
have anthropologists who can go 
toghettoes, count the numbers of 
Irish and write these wonderful 
theses about tljem. 

"What we've got now is a large 

I nsh community which is homeless 
spread throughout London in squats, 
on the streets, in poor accommoda-
tion, living in bed and breakfast 
three or four to a room. 

So what has changed in 150 years? 
"A recent Salvation Army report 

on a survey of thousands of homeless 
people last summer estimated that 
London has 25,000 people in tem-
porary accommodation, hostels and 
bed and breakfast, and 30,000 people 
living in squats. 

"Their conclusion was that London 
has a shanty town as large as might 
be expected in a Latin American city 
but it is hidden - people live il-
legally in squats, or in cramped, 
badly equipped hotels and crowded 
hostels. We haven't come that far 
since 1844, especially for Irish people. 

"We are urged to organise and to 
seek funds from various sources, to 
practice self help in our community, 
to col lect money f r o m the few 
wealthy Irish business people. But 
Irish people do all these things and 
there still seems to be more and more 
Irish homeless people around. 

" M o r e and m o r e y o u n g Irish 
people are criminalised by having to 
squat in order to get a roof over their 
heads. When are Irish people going 

Double bill of Irish and African dance 

| W O of the oldest and most 
vibrant cultures in London 

: were brought to life on the 
stage of the assembly hall at 
Brent Town Hall in a colour-

ful and exciting exhibition of dance, 
music, song, poetry and drama. 

The Kilburn-based Irish Drama 
and Folk DanceCompany teamed up 
with the Adzido Pan African Dance 
Ensemble to present a double bill 
show, in the middle of which the 
two groups joined together on stage 
for combined dance performances. 

The first half featured the Irish 
company in Around The House 
and Mind the Dresser, a lively pro-
gramme of dance, comedy and 
poetry, with traditional music and 
ballad-singing from Celtic Wildlife. 

The variety of dances ranged 
from simple steps, figure dances, 
sets and half sets, and even some 
rock and roll dancing! CeliaMcNi-
cholas's moving rendition of the clas-
sic ballad She Moved Through The 
Fair captivated the audience. 

Towards the end of the first half, 
three African drummers joined the 
Irish musicians, and then there was 
a delightful surprise as the Adzido 
dancers came on stage to perform 
Irish set dancing which could not be 
bettered at Quex Road! After the in-
terval the Irish dancers joined the 
Adzido group in a display oi African 
dances. This dance fusion, where 
dance crosses over, where you see 
Irish dancing to African music and 

; m , - . • • • 

to find housing in Britain? Innisfree 
is one tiny step in that direction. 

"We don't need any more research 
or fundraising to show the needs that 
we've got. The visibility of Irish 
homelessness is there for everybody 
-1 don't think that anybody can deny 
that Irish homelessness is the most 
visible homelessness - and tha fs 
only the tip of the iceberg. 

"The Housing Corporation, 
local councils, housing associ-
ations as well as central government 
- they all can change the situation. 
Innisfree can do a certain amount but 
we don't control the resources that 
are available for housing. 

"We can channel resources to 
those most in need, we can develop 
specialist housing for Irish people, 
but we can only do that to the extent 
that we are given resources. As much 
as we can do and as much effort as 
we put into it is only to be as success-
ful as the resources we are given. 

"We have managed to benefit by 
the fact that the Housing Corpora-
tion recognises that there is spe-
cialist Irish housing need artd as>a 
result of that we shall be providing 
housing this year which we would 
not have been able to d o last year," 
Mr. Kenna says. 

African dancing to Irish music came 
about almost by accident. 

Adzido's Ghanaian artistic director 
G e o r g e Dzikunu expla ined that 
when the group frequented an Irish-
run pub next to their office, they 
were introduced to Irish musicians 
and dancers. 

The Irish and the Africans soon 
saw rhythmic similarities between 
their dances and tunes. The Irish 
company's County Dublin born Lil-
lian Massey taught the Irish steps to 
the Adzido dancers whilst the Irish 
dancers began to learn the African 
dances. After hours and hours of re-
hearsals the results of their efforts 
were seen for the first time at this 
show. 

The second half of the show fea-
tured Adzido in The Perseverance, 
a fast-moving exposition of dances 
which started with Azania, a series 
of dances from South Africa, and 
continued with dances from Ghana, 
Nigeria, Duhomey. 

At the end of the show, Elsa Caleb 
from Brent Community Services in-
vited choreographers George Dziku-
nu and Lillian Massey on stage to 
receive an ovation from the apppre-
ciative audience. 

Much credit is due to the founder 
and director of the award-winning 
Irish Drama and Folk Dance 
Company, Galway-born Rosemary 
Kennedy for her innovative and 
entertaining presentation of Irish 
dance and drama. 

Four Provinces 
scurity appeal 

THE Four Provinces 
Bookshop Is launching an 
emergencyappeal[loftmd se-
curity improvements follow-
ing an attempted arson attack 
on the shop on the eve of Saint 
Patrick's Day. 

The damage caused in the 
attack was minimal, thankafo! 
the prompt actions of 4Mir 
neighbours, but this does not 
diminish its potential serious-
ness. Not only could It liave 
destroyed our entire stock,, 
records and equipment but i 
the lives of people living i 
above the shop were also put» 
at risk. 

The attack seems to have 
been prompted by us dis-
playing a Saint Patrick's day 
greeting message to our cus-
tomers in the shop window. 

We regard this as an attack 
on the entire Irish community.• 
The Four Provinces Is a com- * 
munity bookshop run entirely 
by volunteers, most of whom 
are retired. The bulk of our 
trade is in Irish language, lit-
erature and children's books. 
We were attacked simply bo-
cause we provide a service to 
Irish people and because we 
had the aff rontery to celebrate 
Ireland's national holiday. 

We have to take the 
of our volunteers 
and therefore appeal i to 
people to dig deep Into their j 
poclwrtfi s o d help u s f̂ iwd,.®® -̂!.,; 
curlty Improvements before • 

occurs. ? 
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OPINION 

Disinformation against the Irish cause isn't new, says PETER MULLIGAN 

I COLIN WALLACE: at work on disinformation in the 1970s 

£1 million social club at Rusilip on schedule 

ONLY a handful oI votes separ-
ated the outgoing candidates 
from the challengers In the elec-
tions for the chafrman and secre-
tary at the Gaelic Athletic 
Association's London County 
Board Convention in Camdenlrish 
Centre. 

Galwayman Tom Conneely de-
feated Dermot O'Brien by eight 
votes (84 to 76) to retain the chair-

s' manship while Kerryman Pet 
Griffin remains on as secretary 
after seeing off the challenge of 
Martin Digglns by just four votes 
(83 to 79). 

Kerryman Martin Digglns re-
tained his position as treasurer 

j beating Rory Duncan by 111 
! votes to 46 but he had tough 
words for both Board Officers and 
the 162 club delegates present at 
the convention. '1 would bequlte 
heppy standing down from the 
board if I thought H was being run 
property. I didn't like the way I 
was treated on several occa-
sions last year and all I am asking 
fecisfairpiey. 

The same sentiments were 
voiced by Dermot O'Brien. He felt 
that the closeness of the contests 
relected to some extent the dis-
content of a lot of delegates with 
the way the Association In Lon-
don la being run. "The dubs are 
giving e message loud and dear 
that they are not satisfied with the 
way the association is being run. 
I would appeel to every member 
of the executive to let the clubs 
know what is going on and not 
keep information to yourselves". 

Frank Sheehan, a trustee and 
former chairman of the County 

Board who was controversially 
suspended from the Association 
In November, was re-instated at 
the convention after a number of 
delegates complained about his 
treatment. 

Board chairman Tom Conneely 
reported thatthe £1 million project 
to build the GAA's social club in 
Ruislip was well up to schedule. 
Mr. Conneely, the steward at Ruis-
lip, is also Joint licensee of the 
Irish centre in Queen's Park. He 
said that for Ruislip two breweries 
had guaranteed the sum of 
£450,000 by way of grants with the 
board's bankers providing addi-
tional finance. When completed 
the Ruistip headquarters would 
be a vocal point for the GAA in 
London. 

Mr. Conneely disclosed that 
negotiations were advanced for 
the sale of the GAA's New EHham 
ground, estimated to be worth £7 
million with planning permission 
as development land. New 
grounds will be sought In south 
and west London. 

Board member Myles Crummle 
was complimented on his part in 
building a handbaH alley at the 
Irish centre In Kliburn. Since tak-
ing up the post as project devel-
opment worker In 1984, Mr. 
Crummie has promoted the GAA 
within the centre. 

The centre, which has three 
GAA representatives on its man-
agement committee, is currently 
chaired by Pat Flnnegan, who In 
recent years has endeavoured to 
promote social group activities in 
the centre. 

• DONAL McCRAlTH 

TRUTH is the first casualty of 
war and no doubt there is a 
war between Britain's deter-
mination to hold on to a part 
of I r e l and and the Irish 

people's determination to free them-
selves, once and forall, from colonial-
ism. 

Truth and lies are the tools of those 
who have the power to twist them 
and the British papers have never 
been slow to show their loyalty and 
demonstrate their ability to lie for the 
interests of their country. 

In the last 20 years Irish dissent has 
been totally misrepresented in the 
British press - lies and downright lies 
have been the order of the day. Those 
w h o would o p p o s e the Brit ish 
p resence in I re land h a v e been 
presented as been communist drug 
smugglers, blackmailers, sectarian 
bigots, swindlers and so on. 

Just as we are constantly told to 
concern ourselves with the problems 
of other countries so that we do not 
concern ourselves with the problems 
of our own, so too we are told that the 
enemies of the Government are our 
enemies and to give credence to 
"our" enemies is to invite a visit from 
the Special Branch or ridicule in the 
tabloid press for daring to question 
the official line. 

BUT THE enemies of the 
government are the dissi-
dents who question, the 
Trade Unionists and even 
members of the Labour 

Party - the official opposition - who 
are becoming increasingly aware 
that the ever so eager and servile Brit-
ish press have been utilised to spread 
dis-information about this group. 

Once you accept that truth can aid 
your enemies you are in the game of 
re- writing the truth to distort it. We 
remember the hate-mongering head-
lines when the Guildford people 
were jailed for life. We remember the 
joy of the tabloids when the Birming-
ham Six were jailed for three life sen-
tences each. 

The Stalker/Taylor episode is an-
other typical example of published 
lies and deceipt progogated in the 
name of English nationalism. The 
fact that is was excepted by the Brit-
ish public is a reflection on the intel-
ligence of the readers of all English 
newspapers. 

My attention has been drawn to one 
classic example of mis- information 
recent ly publ i shed by The Inde-

pendent. A 26-point headline stated 
"Alleged IRA Gunrunner Linked to 
US'Race Killings'"'. 

The story, which comes from the 
paper"s New York correspondent, al-
leges that there is a connection be-
tween the obviously racialist killings 
of two black political figures and 
supporters of the Irish Republican 
movement in the USA The article 
presents no proof and goes on at 
great length to tie two different 
events into one story so indirectly 
connecting them. The writer also 
makes the point that there is no proof 
that there is an Irish link to the kill-
ings. But the article is given top of 
page prominence and the seed of 
doubt is sown. 

This s a blatant case of mis-infor-
mation. Journalists are lazy and will 
willingly pick up government hand-
outs to fill their columns. This of 
course demonstrates their loyalty 
and ensures they receive regular gov-
ernment press releases. 

In the current furore over Colin 
Wallace's revelations of "black pro-
paganda' coming out of army HQ in 
Northern Ireland, we should not for-
get that the business of making u p 
lies for the British government is a 
long established profession. 

During the last war a committee 
used to meet every week at at the 
home of tlie Duke of Bedford and 
concoct between 40 and 50 lies that 
would be dispersed around the I 
world the following week. Such lies 
or "black propaganda', as the civil 
servants preferred to call them - are 
all listed in the Public Records office 
in Kew. 

We would be naieve to think that 
the practice has stopped. Following I 
the announcement that FT. Ryan is I 
the sue British papers in the Irish 
Court The Sunday Times consulted 
Lord Denning, the former Master of 
the Rolls who said: "It is another 
example of the 'ibel laws being made 
to look silly. The papers have made 
statements about this Father Ryan, 
no doubt much of it supplied by the 
government, and are now unable to I 
defend ft." 

The same Lord thinks: "They may 
havetopay in millions, which will no 
doubt go straight into the hands of 
the IRA." 

Perhaps a further libel claim will be 
sent to the retired Lord, or perhaps 
Britain will sacrifice truth on the altar 
of the fag-end of empire once again, I 
and perhaps most of the British I 
people will accept it. 

The Connolly Association will not. 

IN BRIEF 

HOME SECRETARY 
David Wadd ing ton 
has ordered a fresh 
police inquiry into the 
case of the Birming-
ham Six, after ever-in-
c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e 
from camapigners for 
the men's release. 

Last month's moVe 
came only days before 
t h e new edi t ion of 

Chris Mullin's Error of 
Judgement and an-
other television pro-
gramme about the 
case. 

Another witness has 
also come forward to 
testify that West Mid-
lands police admitted 
to beating the men up 
after their arrest. 
Landlord Noel Walsh, 

a prosecution witness 
at thetrial, now claims 
police told him that 
they had placed a gun 
in Johnny Walker's 
mouth to force him to 
confess to the bomb-
ings, and joked that 
Walker might lose an 
eye after 'falling 
down the stairs' in the 
police station. 

Preventing what ? 
OF THE 181 people detained 
under the Preventionof Terror-
ism Act in 1989 only eight were 
charged with offences under its 
provisions. A further 14 were 
charged with other, mostly 
minor, offences. 

Building slaughter 
AT LEAST 141 people were 

[ killed on British building sites 
last year according to a recent 
report by the Health and Safety 
Commission. Many of these 
were Irish and there has been a 
37% increase in the number of 
reported major injuries suffered 
by self-employed workers, 
which includes so-called 
"lump" labourers. These 
figures do not include those 
who have died as a result of 
industry-related diseases but, 
since the figures take time to 
collect and major accidents 
often go unreported, it is still 
likely to be an under-estimate. 

The report also criticises "dls-
apointingly low" fines levied by 
magistrates on firms convicted 
of breaking health and safety 
legislation. 

In one case, a 16-year old trai-
nee had his finger amputated 
after a guard h8d been illegally 
removed from a machine. The 
firm was fined £150 with £21 
costs. In another a building 
worker died when he dropped 
off the unprotected edge of a 
building on his first day at work. 
The firm was fined £345 with £50 
costs. 

How they won 
' their medals up 
in Derry 
A BRITISH paratrooper has 
been charged with grevious 
body harm after kicking a four-
teen year old schoolboy uncon-
clous on a crowded reilwey 
platform. 

Doctors fear that Jamie 
McSloy may suffer permenant 
brain damage after the incident 
which started when the boymls-
takenly picked up the soldiers 

•beg. He put it down when he 
reellaed it wae not his own : but 
was then leapt upon by the para 
who held him In an arm-lock, 
punched him repeatedly in the 
face, stamped on his heed and 
then kicked him egain as he lay 
on the ground. 

The para welked away as the 
youngeter started to have a fit 
but then came back, kicked the 
boy in the head twice more, 
picked him up to whisper some-
thing in his blood-spattered ear 
and then dropped him onto the 
platform. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

British interests in Ireland 
B ERT WARD a>k-> me l/n--': 

Di'mocrat, March 19Hi.lt to 
explain what are Britain's 
geo-political interest^ in 
Ireland 

1 would sav t h e r e are three ele-
m e n t s . Firstlv, the extraction ot 
profit vital The southern economy 
is important to Britain as about one 
quarter of foreign investment is con-
trolled bv British firms. In the North 
most of the economy is integrated 
into British monopoly capital. 

There is a complication though for 
Britain's ruling class. Now that the 
capitalist powers have to compete 
more v igorously in a shr inking 
world, the southern economy has 
meanwhile been opened up for in-
vestment to Britain's rivals in Eu-
rope, and also to the USA. It is thus 
an arena ot competition in which Bri-
tain has to work harder in order to 
maintain its stake Britain is espe-
cially vulnerable because todav it is 
weaker compared with its colonial 
heyday. In addition British capital is 
under pressure from the USA to inte-
grate Eire into the Western power 
block, ultimately ending Irish neu-
trality. This conflicts with Britain's 
need to "keep its own end up." 

Secondly there is an underlying 
need for Britain to maintain Partition. 
During the capitalist era Ireland has 
had a stronger revolutionarv current 
among its people than has Britain, 
hence the l'-'lh Faster Rising. Sub-
duing and dividing the Irish is a 
strategic objectiveof British imperial-
ism and essential to the rule ot pri-

v ate property in the whole of the Brit-
ish Isles If a popular national revol-
ut ion won power t h r o u g h o u t 
Ireland, the lesson would not be lost 
on the increasingly exploited people 
ot Britain. 

Thirdly the British State badly 
needs a training ground to practise 
repression of popular revolt, some-
where close at hand but out of mind. 
Were it not for the Six Counties, Bri-
tain's elite would either have to limit 
its practice of repression in these is-
lands, upon which it is increasingly 
reliant, or conduct its experiments 
closer to home where the political 
consequences would be much more 
difficult for them to live with 

Thesi. are I believe the main reasons 
why Ireland is important to the Brit-
ish ruling class. 

Peter Latham 
Sheffield 

Pseudo-liberals 
BERT WARD should be thanked for 
drawing attention to Dr Garret Fitz-
gerald's speech at Stirling Univer-
sity, wh ich , as your Edi tor ia l 
reported, claimed that the promotion 
of the Irish Language by the Free 
State from 1922, set back the cause of 
r eun i f i ca t i on , by a n n o y i n g the 
Unionists. 

It is interesting that Earnan De Blag-
haid, who served with Desmond 
Fitzgerald, Garret's father, in Free 
State C a b i n e t s in 1922 and 
throughout the 1920s had a different 
opinion, when, some 40 years later, 
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he reflected on those early days. 
Eaman De Blaghaid was a Belfast-

man and a Protestant. He believed 
that the failure of the 26-county state 
to make Irish the everyday language 
of the people was a major explana-
tion for its failure to woo Northern 
Protestant Unionists into an all Ire-
land independent country. 

He argued, that, as Britain had 
d r a w n a sectarian dividing line 
across Ireland, the most noticeable 
mark of differentiation between the 
26 Counties and England, let alone 
the Six Counties, was Catholicism, 
and that the successful revival of 
Irish would have been hard evidence 
of national as opposed to religious dif-
ferences. 

It may be noted that Mr De Blag-
haid had no hankering for what 
today's pseudo-liberals describe as 
'p lura l i sm' , and which might be 
more accurately described as co-
pying everything, good and bad, 
fashionable in England at any given 
time. 

Dr Fitzgerald is a leading member 
of a pseudo-liberal clique currently 
attempting to monopolise the Irish 
media, but with little popular sup-
port. 

That clique's dream agenda, it 
seems to me, would be as follows 
though it has not yet unveiled it fully. 

First, ban the Catholic Church. Sec-
ondly, shoot the GAA. Thirdly, 
silence the Gaelic League. Fourthly, 
flog the Christian Brothers to within 
an inch of their lives. By the time it 
gets to Any Other Business O'Dono-

van Rossa and the rest of the Fenians' 
bones would be exhumed from Irish 
soil and transported to Van Diemen's 
Land, lest they undo the 'pluralist' 
revolution. But then they might be 
able to persuade the Irish people, as 
Bert Ward has been persuaded, that 
the thoughts of Dr Fitzgerald and 
those of Charles Haughey are the 
cloned orthodoxies of democratic 
pluralism. 

Donal Kennedy 
London 

Defining 
BERT WARDS 

terms 
rS welcome if uninten-

tional injection of humour into recent 
issues will not have gone unappreci-
ated by Democrat readers. Those 
among us who admit to confusion 
when confronted with isms can only 
marvel at Bert's familiarity with 
polysyllabic expressions. The fol-
lowing definitions may be of benefit 
to those who, like myself, are the pos-
sessors of vocabularies less grandilo-
quent. 

Irish Nationalism: The unquestion-
able right of the people of Ireland to 
determine without foreign inter-
ference their own political, cultural 
and economic independence. Un-
likely to be realised in the short term 
given the muddled thinking of some 
British socialists. 

Ventriloquism: The art of project-
ing one's voice, usually through the 
orifice of an inanimate object known 
to the theatrical profession as a 
dummy. 

The perception of a syllogism: The 
ability of an inanimate object profi-
cient in verbal elasticity to speak out 
of its own orifice. 

SeandeBurca 
London N9 

Footnote on unity 
JUST A final footnote to Bert Ward's 
comments on who is misleading 
whom. I said that opinion polls have 
shown consistently high support for 
re-unification in the south of Ireland, 
contradicting Bert's claim (or Garret 
Fitzgerald's) that the majority of Irish 
people do not want unity. I cited the 
findings of a revisionist, writing in 
1987, to illustrate this general trend. 

I am sorry if Bert thought I was 
misleading people with out of date 
figures and accept that the situation 
could have changed in recent years. 
As far as I am aware, the most recent-
ly conducted poll on the subject was 
taken last November by the Irish 
Times. It showed 73 per cent of the 
population in the 26 counties in fa-
vour of a united Ireiand as the best 
solution to the conflict in the north. 

Conor Foley 

Please note 
We welcome your letters to the Irish 
Democrat, and we are very glad thai 
more readers are writing in. Bui 
space is very tight, and so the shorter 
the letter, the better the chance it hat 
of being printed - and printed with-
out cuts! 

Mechanistic, not mechanical 
CONOR FOLEY'S "Opinion" on the 
"Mechanics of Withdrawal" might 
be better entitled "Mechanistic With-
drawal" given its fixed, static and 
undialectical perception and the way 
it seeks to lay out and predict a new 
reality of British withdrawal, but on 
the basis of an unchanged and appar-
ently unchanging present reality. 

Conor is surprised at Sinn Fein's 
Ard Fheis voting down a resolution 
that "pending" (sic) all-Ireland elec-
tions, sovereignty for Northern Ire-
land should be ceded to Dublin in the 
aftermath of British withdrawal. Ap-
parently he believes that Unionists 
will be more reassured by proposing 
they be handed over to Dubl in 
"pending" (sic) all-Ireland elections 
than they will be by a less "unam-
biguous" scenario of all-party talks 
and the direct election of a 32-county 
Assembly! 

The Sinn Fein position may not be 
the best but it is better than Conor's. 
For it is a proposition not "ambigu-
ous" but o p e n - e n d e d . Un l ike 
Conor's, which will be seized by the 
Unionists as closing down their 
possibilities and excluding them 
from the "caretaker" process, how-
ever temporary or "pending" it is in-
tended to be. 

Sovereignty in a democracy rests 
with the people. It is not "some-
thing" that can be " t r ans fe r r ed" 

around between particular govern-
ments over the heads of all the 
people. "Governments" are not sy-
nonymous with "the people". We of 
all people should not make them so. 
At a time when the doctrine of the 
absolute sovereignty of Parliaments 
and government by "elective dicta-
torship" and the attempts to identify 
the public or national or state interest 
with a government is being widely 
rejected and challenged (consider the 
Ponting decision, Scotland, Chgarter 
'88, developmentsd in Eastern Eu-
rope and the Soviet Union) in favour 
of an understanding of sovereignty 
as resting inalienably with citizens 
with their rights as such protected in 
a Constitution which has the dises-
tablishment of Churches, decentrali-
sa t ion , 'minor i ty r igh t s and 
proportional representation at all le-
vels as major features; we should not 
be retaining the uncritical acceptance 
of the iden t i f i ca t ion govern-
ment=people! 

If, as Conor says, "Britain has no 
right to dictate(sic) political struc-
tures to the people who will have to 
live with them" then no more has 
Dublin! "Pending" all-Ireland elec-
tions or not. Events in Eastern Eu-
rope have shown us that people want 
some sense of a direct say and self-
determination in even the "care-
taker" process. This is the real 

mechanics of British withdrawal, a 
new constitution for a 32-county Re-
public with constitutional and mi-
no r i t y r igh t s a n d p r o p o r t i o n a l 
representation at all levels, including 
the administrative process of re-uni-
fication. We need to build a New 
Consensus around this. 

A British w i t h d r a w a l wi l l un-
doubtedly take place in the context ol 
s imultaneous political turmoil in 
these islands or it will trigger such 
turmoil. The precise organisational 
outcome of this cannot be predicted 
in advance. Events in Eastern Euripe 
show that peoples in political turmoil 
can create new 'caretaker' bodies. A 
constitutional convention as present-
ly exists in Scotland is not impossible 
in Ireland. As for "Trotskyi te" 
("ultra-left") notions of leapfrogging 
a democratic (sic; settlement to the 
national question to an Irish socialist 
republic", Conor would throw the 
towel in before the fight is over. For 
this is an outcome of struggle and 
therefore cannot be predicted in ad-
vance. 

We should avoid giving the Union-
ists the weapon of being able to say 
they are being handed over to a 
"Catholic" Dublin without any say in 
the "caretaker" process. "Pending" 
no matter what. 

Joe Murphy 
Birmingham 
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IRISH NEWS 

ROZ HARDIE tells a grim story of police brutality 

Assault by RUC 
A J 

i 
s 

BELFAST WOMAN is fac-
ing criminal charges of as-
saulting RUC officers who 

, she c la ims sexual ly as-
Isaulted her last year, 

i Geraldine Skillen's court hearing, 
Originally set for 8th December, was 
adjourned until 30th March this year 
and may well be adjourned again as 
w e go to press. 

Gera ld ine Skillen left her Turf 
Lodge home on 9th June 1989. Two 
friends kept an eye on her children 
while she went round to the local 
shop. She told them she only in-
tended to be a few minutes: she was 
going to buy milk and nappies and 
phone a taxi to take the couple into 
town. 

She did not get home for about 
three hours. 

According to the Falls Women's 
Centre, who are helping with her 
case against the police, Geraldine 
Was stopped on her way back from 
the shop by several RUC men. After 
asking for her name, address and 
da te of birth two of the policemen 
grabbed her arms and'orced her into 
the back of a waiting RUC jeep. Dur-
ing the journey to Woodbourne Bar-
r a c k s G e r a l d i n e was sexua l ly 
assaulted by three of the RUC men. 
Two held her down while another 
forced himself on top of her, kissing 
and fondling her and forcing his 
tongue into hei mouth. The man 
holding her right arm put her hand 
between his legs. When she tried to 
resist, she was slapped across the 
face. 

She described her ordeal: "I had no 
chance to protect myself form them 

ones... and when there's two fellows 
holding me down and one sexually 
abusing me, what are you supposed 
to do? I was struggling. And when 
I struggled, they said I hit them. So 
that's what they can charge me with." 

Meanwhile her friends were still 
waiting in her house. The taxi came 
but they stayed as they did not want 
to leave three young children alone. 

At Woodbourne barracks Geral-
dine was dragged into the reception 
area. They told her that her children 
had been taken by the Welfare and 
that she was going to be held for three 
days. However, after two to three 
hours she was released having been 
charged with the assaults and disor-
derly behaviour. She had to make 
her own way home. When she got 
there she burst into tears. She was so 
afraid that the police might return 
that night that one of her friends had 
to stay over with her. 

The next day one of the policemen 
came back to her house with an 
amended charge sheet. She took it 
from him and tried to close the door 
but he put his foot in it, threatening 
to arrest her for a further assault and 
give her more of 'what she got last 
night'. 

Since then Geraldine claims she and 
her three children have been the vic-
tims of regular harassment from 
Crown forces. Lee-Anne, her five 
year old daughter, seems to have 
been singled out for special treat-
ment. She has been stopped three 
times by the RUC, who have sear-
ched her school bag and made sug-
gestive remarks about her mother as 
well as saying her mother was going 

Newspapers claim Fine Gael is moving left 

Dukes' new coalition bid 
FINE GAEL is moving Left, the 
papers say. Newspapers after all 
generally assume that their 
readers are silly enough to swal-
low anything. 

FG leader Ajan Dukes has told 
his party conference that his 
heart does really bleed for Ire-
land's poor. There must be 
"fairer" distribution of national 
wealth, he says. He rediscovers 
the "Just Society" policy of Declan 
Costello and Garret FitzGerald of a 
quarter-century ago. 

The real explanation of all this 
is that Dukes is positioning Fine 
Gael to attempt another Coali-
tion deal with Labour - this time to 
include the Workers Party as well. 
Fine Gael have slumped in the 
opinion polls. They face the pros-
pect of being out of office for at 
least two terms. As do Labour and 
the Workers Party. For some T.D.S 
in ail these parties the Dall arith-
metic points to another Fine Gael 
dominated coalition If Fianna Fall, 
with its one-seat majority, is to be 
dislodged from office. Most people 
expect the PDs, at present in gov-
ernment with Fianna Fail, to revert 
back in time to the womb of that 

party, from which most of them 
anyway originally came from. 

One thing the new Coalitionists 
might all unite on could be di-
vorce. Divorce is a liberal rather 
than a "left-wing" Issue. Imple-
menting a divorce law would not 
cost the Government money. It 
would not play up class divisions 
as would economic issues. On di-
vorce Fianna Fail coald be made 
out to be "right-wing", it would be 
the public duty of all good men and 
true to unite to get them out and 
offer to take on the heavy burdens 
of office instead. One can see in 
advance how the game could be 
played. A deal something like this 
will not be made today or even 
tomorrow. But it could be on the 
cards two or three years down 
the road. That is, unless the na-
tionally minded elements In the La-
bour Party assert themselves,veto 
any tendency for renewed flirta-
tion with Fine Gael and appeal to 
the republicanism of Fianna Fall's 
working class supporters.lt Is only 
by taking such a course that La-
bour, as in the 1960s, can grow 
rapidly on its own. 

• TONYCOUGHLAN 

to be taken away. Her name has also 
been shouted through the letter box 
by policemen. The child is now so 
scared of the RUC that she has gone 
to stay with a relative. 

A fortnight before the original date 
for Geraldine's court hearing her 
house was raided. Nothing suspi-
cious was found but the house was 
ripped apart. She was also subjected 
to further sexual harassment and in-
nuendo when her arm was twisted 
and her housecoat pulled open. Gig-
gling references were made to Wood-
bourne barracks and further charges 
of assault to be made against her. 

The experiences of Geraldine Skil-
len may be the tip of an iceberg of 
sexual abuse and assault as a weapon 
of intimidation and degradation of 
women in nationalist areas. Many 
women may be too hurt or embar-
rassed to publicise such incidents or 
feel that more minor cases are too 
trivial. 

When strip searching first began to 
be publicised in the early 1980s few 
realised how widespread the prac-
tice really was. 

Now attention is beginning to fall 
on the way in which sexual abuse is 
dealt out to nationalist women by 
crown forces. 

I ronical ly , the Falls W o m e n ' s 
Centre, who are supporting Geral-
dine, has recently been denied fund-
ing by Belfast City Counci l . 
Opposition to this sectarian move 
has included the Shankill Women's 
Group who do similar work in a 
loyalist area yet had their continued 
funding endorsed without opposi-
tion. 

New anti-EC union 
forum founded 

IRELAND'S anti-Common Marke-
teers and opponents of European 
Union have regrouped themselves 
in a new organisation, Amarach-
Ireland 2 0 0 0 . 

When EEC Commision President 
Jacques Delors turned up recently 
to speak to the country's business-
men at the Confederation of Irish 
Indus t r i e s , Amarach- I r e l and 
2 0 0 0 put on a picket to tell him 
that Irish people did not want their 
democracy destroyed by Delors' 
"federal Europe" schemes. 

Amarach means "tomorrow". 
The name of the new body is meant 
to be forward-looking. It sees the 
future in internationalist terms as 
consisting of a world of coopera-
ting independent nation States -
the opposite of the supranational-
ism of the Common Market and the 
T ransna t i ona l C o r p o r a t i o n s 
which the EEC exists to serve. 

The new body links together 
those who were active in Raymond 
Crotty's campaign in last sum-
mer's European elections, as well 
as the Irish Sovereignty Movement 
and people of republican and La-
bour backgrounds who believe that 
the defence of national democracy 
is the most important political task 
at a time Big Capital is making 
every effort to subvert it. 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY POLITIC US 

Will Gorbachev 
End Partition? 

WEST GERMANY'S Kohl wants to swallow 
up East Germany in an "anschluss", just as 
Hitler swallowed Austria in 1938. A re-
united Germany must be in NATO, says 
the German Chancellor. Gorbachev re-

plies: How would the West feel if a reunited Germany 
said it wanted to be in the Warsaw Pact? Reunited Ger-
many must be neutral, he says. In any case talk of 
NATO and Warsaw Pacts continuing as military allian-
ces is out of date in the light of the past year's changes. 

In Germany the opposition Social Democrats say sen-
sibly that the pace of reunification should be slower. 
There should be a new Constitution for a reunited Ger-
many, rather than East Germany having to bow down 
to the present West German Constitution. They also 
say a reunited Germany must be neutral. 

Later this year the 35 States of Europe will come 
together in the Conference on Security Cooperation, 
following on from the Helsinki agreement. This crucial 
conference, first called by Gorbachev, could lay down 
the rules of the common European House. Not the 
"two-house" Europe of East and West, divided by the 
Cold War, but the "one-house" Europe stretching from 
the Atlantic to the Urals. Already people are saying 
that this CSCE Conference could set up security institu-
tions to guarantee that the frontiers of all European 
States will not be changed by force of arms, to under-
write the neutralisation and substantial demilitariza-
tion of Germany, combat environmental pollution and 
encourage economic and cultural ties in all directions. 

The result could be a mini-United Nations within Eu-
rope, replacing NATO and the Warsaw Pact altogether. 
In Brussels Delors and his Eurocrats are appalled that 
such a development would sideline the EEC, which 
wants to make the Common Market the centre of the 
new Europe, wi th a new Superstate of the Twelve col-
lectively laying down the law to all the others. To this 
end they want the EEC to speak with one voice at the 
CSCE Conference, rather than with separate voices like 
everyone else. This is in line with their dream of the 
the EEC as a new collective imprerialism, with Brussels 
at the centre of a ring of concentric circles of client 
States. 

Being neutral poses the question of whom one is neu-
tral against, said Ireland's Charles Haughey recently . 
If the military blocs fade away as irrelevancies, cannot 
the whole of Europe then become "neutral" in a mu-
tually guaranteed security order where no one need 
fear being attacked by anyone else? Irish neutrality 
could thus prefigure neutrality for Germany and all the 
others. 

And what of Partition in such a new European order? 
As the Irish Democrat pointed out for decades, the 
main reason Britain stays in the North is military, con-
nected with her commitments to NATO. "There is a 
pretty nasty gap in NATO - namely the completely de-
fenceless position of Eire and the inability of NATO 
forces to make use of Irish bases." So said RAF Mar-
shal Sir John Slessor away back in 1952. Thirty years 
later, in 1983, General Farrar-Hockley, former NATO 
commander Northern Europe, echoed the same con-
cern: "Ireland would be of considerable value to 
NATO in the event of a conventional war with the 
USSR." Many other statements on the same lines from 
British generals and politicians could be quoted over 
the intervening period. 

But if European developments make NATO militarily 
out of date, these arguments of the Cold War days lose 
their cogency. Britain no longer has rational grounds 
for maintaining Partition. NATO no longer has need of 
a Six County military base. A united Ireland will be 
seen as quite compatible with Britain's security. In any 
case how much longer will "Britain" itself survive as a 
politial entity? There is every likelihood that there will 
be an Indpeendent or Home Rule Scotland within a 
few years. 

New perspectives and possibilities are therefore be 
ginning to open u p for the Irish Government, for the 
Republican Movement in the North and for the friends 
of Ireland in Britain and internationally, which 
everyone should start thinking how to take advantage 
of. Maybe history will one day give Mikhail Gor-
bachev the credit for starting the process which led to 
the ending of the Partition of Ireland! 
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OBITUARY 

THI RE'S a story of an old curmudgeon, who, v. hen he 
died, posed his good neighbours a conundrum. It 
was not right to speak ill of the dead but they 
couldn't think of anything good to say either. Finally 
the local barber spoke his epitaph - "He was an easy 

man to shave." 
The Guardian's correspondent in Ireland, David Hearst, re-

minds me of that barber. His obituary for the late Unionist 
MP Harold McCusker eschewed judgement, good or bad, on 
the man, but in deadpan style described his beliefs and pol-
itical actions. 

Mr. McCusker died tragically of cancer at 50. Before emerg-
ing into the political limelight he was a teacher and a person-
nel manager. His pupils mav have warm memories of him, as 
I have of a teacher who became a l ine Cael Cabinet Minis-
ter, and those who worked under his management may re-
member him as a fair and good man. But my perception of 
Mr. McCusker, from the media, is of a humourless and con-
fused zealot. If Mr. Hearst is to be believed, his confusion, as 
a phenomenon, was rib-ticklinglv funny, but as a basis for 
political action lethally dangerous. 

A few years back a newspaper showed a picture of Mr. 
McCusker with a drum, bigger than himself, strapped on, 
marching down a street. It might be part of a "Two Ronnies" 
sketch, or a walk-on part of a Christmas show with Denis 
Healey, who knows how to act the fool without persuading 
the spectators to suspend disbelief. But not McCusker; he 
was beating the drum as if his very life depended on it. His 
parliamentary seat probably did, because, before and above 
being a politician, Mr. McCusker considered himself an 
Orangeman. 

McCusker said of the Orange Order: "For two hundred 
years it has been a unifying force and it is the only ecumeni-
cal organisation that I am interested in." I hope he never 
taught history, for during its first 40 years it excluded all but 
Anglicans and still has five years to go to reach its bicenten-
ary. 

Curious too is the fact that Mr. McCusker considered him-
self a Socialist, who in a real United Kingdom would have 
sat on the Labour benches of the Commons (incidentally, 
isn't the "United Kingdom" the real "failed entity" and 
"Northern Ireland" merely the most obvious sign of its 
failure?) - though Mr. Hearst, like the barber above, is too 
charitable to note the irony. Let's examine the Socialist tend-
encies of the Orange Order. 

Explaining Orangemen to his fellow Russians, Lenin called 
them "Black Hundreds" equating them with the bands of 
C7arists thugs who mounted anti-Jewish pogroms. As 
against the Bolshevik view, let's examine that of W.D.Allen, 
who in 1912 was a Unionist MP and follower of Carson, and 
in 1934 a member of Sir Oswald Mosley's British Union of 
Fascists. In an article in the BUF magazine, Allen described 
Carson as the "Leader of the first Fascist Movement in Eu-
rope." But Bolshevik and Fascist observers could both be 
wrong and it is instructive to look at the record of Orangeism 
to see if there was anywhere within it the gem of a socialist, 
labourite, democratic or liberal approach to politics. 

Its origins in the 1790s give little ground for hope. Pro-
moted when Catholic and Protestant tenants were beginning 
to seek common solution to agrarian grievances and Presbyte-
rians and Dissenters were applauding Paine's Rights of Man, 
the Orange Order was in Ireland what the "Church and 
King" mobs yvere in England - anti-democrats, manipulated 
by the aristocracy, out for Paine's blood. 

In the Land League days nearly 90 years later when the 
poor peasantry of Mayo refused to reap Captain Boycott's 
crops, Orangemen flocked in from Ulster to scab, under the 
protection of regiments of British troops. The refusal of the 
Catholics of Mayo to co-operate with the English, Protestant, 
Landlord's agent gave us the verb "boycott." But the Mayo 
people were involved in a social, economic, not a sectarian 
struggle, and had first used their power of solidarity against 
an Irish, Catholic landlord, Canon Bourke, a Parish Priest. 

When, during a strike in Belfast the RIC were prevailed 
upon to join the strike, the Orange Order furnished the em-
ployers with pistoleros who escorted scab drivers to the 
docks, and these armed strike-breakers were the nucleus of 
Carson's London-bankrolled Freikorps, the Ulster Volun-
teers. All of which make Mr. McCusker's socialistic protesta-
tions a mite hard to swallow for Democrat readers, I'll bet, 
but I wouldn't put my money on Guardian fodder. 

I saw Mr Mc Cusker on TV once, finding Gaelic language 
and games alien. Yet I detect genetic connections to the Cu-
mann na nGael/Fine Gael movement and to Fianna Fail. 
McCusker is a fairly common name in the North of Ireland, 
but in the other provinces it is often Anglicised as Cosgrave, 
as in the Fine Gael dynasty. Given its correct Gaelic spelling 
the name is Mac Oscair, son of Oscar. Now Oscar was a 
buddy of Oisin and Fionn Mc Cool who roamed Ireland six-
teen hundred years before the New York-born, Hispanic-
named De Valera set foot in Ireland. And Oscar and his 
buddies were all in Fianna Fail, prototype Fenians! 

1 can't be alone in thinking that an aboriginal, Gaelic, Fe-
nian Irishman who finds Gaelic ways alien, and an Orange-
man who thinks himself a Socialist, is a suitable case for 
ridicule and beyond cure? And that an obituarist who fails to 
point out the funny side of the matter is being charitable be-
yond the call O f duty? • DONAL KENNEDY 

Amhran na bhFiann 
Seo d a o i b h , a c h a i r d e , duan og l a igh , 
Ca i t h r e i m e a c h , b r i o m h a r , c e o l m h a r , 
Ar d t i n t e c n a m h g o buacach ta id , 
S an s p e i r go m i n rea l togach. 
Is f o n n m h a r f a b h r a c h s inn c h u n g l eo 
S go t i u n m h a r g l e r o i m h th iocht d o n lo 
Faoi c h i u n a s c a o m h na ho iche a r seol 
Seo l ibh , cana ig A m h r a n na b h F i a n n . 

S inne Laochra fa i l , ata faoi ghea l l ag Eir inn, 
Buion d a r s lua, t h a r t o inn do t h a i n i g c h u g a i n n ; 
Faoi m h o i d b h e i t h saor , seant i r a r s insear f ea s t a 
Ni f h a g f a r f a o i n t i o r a n na fao in t rai l , 
Anoch t a t h e a m sa b h e a m a bao i l 
Le gean ar G h a e i l c h u n ba is so sao i l 
Le gunna - sc r each , f a o i l amhach n a bp i l ea r 
Seo l ibh , cana ig A m h r a n na b h F i a n n . 

We' l l s i n g a song , a so ld i e r ' s s o n g 
With chee r ing , r o u s i n g chorus 
As r o u n d o u r b l a z i n g f i r e s we t h r o n g 
The s ta r ry h e a v e n s o ' e r us; 
I m p a t i e n t f o r t h e c o m i n g f ight , 
And as w e w a i t t h e m o r n i n g ' s l igh t , 
Here in t h e s i l ence of t h e n igh t 
We' l l c h a n t a s o l d i e r ' s song: 

Chorus: 
Sold ie r s a r e w e 
W h o s e l i ves are p l e d g e d to I r e l and ; 
Some h a v e c o m e 
From a l a n d b e y o n d t h e wave, 
Sworn to b e f ree , 
N o m o r e o u r anc ien t s i r e l and 
Shal l she l t e r the d e s p o t or the s l ave . 
T o n i g h t w e m a n t h e b e a r n a bhao i l l , 
In Er in ' s c a u s e c o m e w o e or wea l 
M i d c a n n o n ' s roar a n d r i f l e s ' pea l , 
We' l l chan t a s o l d i e r ' s song . 

In va l ley g r e e n , o n t o w e r i n g crag, 
O u r f a t h e r s f o u g h t b e f o r e us, 
A n d c o n q u e r e d n e a t h t h e s ame old f l a g 
T h a f s p r o u d l y f l o a t i n g o ' e r us. 
W e ' r e c h i l d r e n of a f i g h t i n g race, 
T h a t n e v e r ye t h a s k n o w n disgrace , 
A n d as w e march , t h e f o e to face, 
We ' l l chan t a s o l d i e r ' s s o n g . 

S o n s of t h e Gael ! M e n of t h e Pale! 
T h e l o n g w a t c h e d d a y i s b r e a k i n g 
T h e se r r i ed r a n k s of I n n i s f a i l 
Sha l l set t h e ty ran t q u a k i n g . 
O u r c a m p f i r e s n o w a r e b u r n i n g l o w , 
See in the eas t a s i lve ry g l o w , 
O u t y o n d e r w a i t s t h e S a x o n foe 
So chan t a s o l d i e r ' s s o n g . 

Abairti agus sean fhocail, 
Le Seamus 6 Cionnfhaola 

1. Solus do thiiiii. do ar nfdh: To give him an insight into a thing 

2. Thugadar tarcuisne orm agus rlnneadar fanoid di'om: They set at 
nought and mocked me 

3. Tuairim do thiuirt ar fhuascla 6igin sfochana: To insinuate s o m e 
overtures of peace 

4. Go gcuire Dia an t-4dh agus rath ort: God prbsper you 

5. Chuirfinn m'anam air: I would lay my life on it 

6. Do culreadh ceist orm: The question was put to me 

7. Ceisig na scoiairi anois: Question the students now 

8. Do rug an teas orthu: They were overtaken by heat 

9. Diol chuaird a thiuirt air: To pay him a visit 

10. T6lm ag cuirtedlreacht: I am visiting 

The Legend of 
County Louth 
(Tune: The Northern Lights of 

Aberdeen) 

In a little t o w n in C o u n t y Lou th 
A s t range th ing you will see, 
T h o u g h the green, g r e e n grass 
g r o w s all a r o u n d 
Here n o n e will ever be. 
For the Black and Tans h e r e killed 
a m a n 
Of the Irish Volunteers , 
A n d w h e r e h e w a s la id n o t a 
single b l a d e 
H a s g r o w n for 30 years. 

A n d in m a n y a colony, I guess , 
W h e r e the British A r m y g o e s 
A n d out u p o n the green , g reen 
g rass 
A pat r io t ' s l ife-blood f lows , 
C o u l d c h i l d r e n a n d m a r t y r e d 
m e n 
Leave such a pr in t i ndeed 
T h e earth w o u l d soon lose all he r 
b loom 
A h ! - and c r imes no m o r e b e h id . 

HELEN FULLERTON 

Connemara 
Cradle Song 
O n the w i n g s of the w i n d 
O ' e r the d a r k rolling d e e p 
Angels a re coming 
T o watch o ' e r thy sleep; 
Ange ls are coming 
T o watch ove r thee 

to the w i n d 
over the sea. 

Chorus: 
H e a r the w i n d b low, love 
H e a r the w i n d blow, 
Lean your h e a d over 
A n d hear the w i n d blow! 

O n w i n d s of t h e night 
m a y y o u r f u r y b e crossed, 
M a y no-one w h o ' s dear 
To o u r island b e lost! 
Blow the w i n d gent ly 
C a l m be t h e f o a m 
Sh ine the l ight br ight ly 
A n d gu ide t h e m back h o m e . 

T h e cur rachs a r e sailing 
W a y out on the b l u e 
L a d e n wi th h e r r i n g s 
Of s i lvery hue ; 
Si lver the he r r ing 
A n d silver t h e sea 
A n d soon there ' l l b e silver 
For baby a n d me. 
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xtremlsts early 1980s maintained that the psy-
« and the chological effects strip searching 
prepared wereoften similar to those of a sexual 
a . assault. — ^ to go to cover 

Peter Berresford Ellis 
Mythology ofthe British Isles, Geoffrey 
Ashe, Methuen £17.99. 304pp, 
illustrated. 

EOFFREY ASHE is one of 
* the leading authorities on 

Ithe Arthurian legends, a 
visiting professor at sev-
eral American and Cana-

dian Universities and a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature. 

I have, in the past, enjoyed many of 
his books, tracking d o w n the medie-
val Arthurian legends which had 
their provenance in stories of a 5th or 
6 t h C e n t u r y Bri t ish Cel t ic k ing 
struggling for the independence of 
his people against the invading hor-
des of Anglo-Saxons. I therefore ex-
pec t ed grea t th ings of th is well 
produced, and excellently illustrated 
work. 

I should have been warned by the 
jacket 'blurb' which announced that 
'Ashe uncovers a British mythology 
which is comparable to the Greek in 
r i c h n e s s a n d cohes ivene ; s , and 
which possesses a national genius all 
its own' . The fact that there is no 
culturally homogeneous 'British na-
tion' maices Ashe's work a very un-
comfortable read, for the author is 
s t r u g g l i n g to c o m b i n e seve ra l 
diverse national traditions (from the 
Irish, Scots, Welsh, Cornish, Manx 
and , English) into o n e consistent 
t radi t ion and it plainly does not 
work. 

In fact, after trying to incorporate 
T h e Voyage of Bran', the Tslavigatio' 
of Brendan and some tales o f Finn 
MacCool and Ossian, into the 'Brit-
ish' context, he gives u p on the Irish 
side: . ' Ireland's o w n heritage is so 
vast, so rich, and so largely inde-

pendent, that it would be presump-
tuous and insulting to force it as a 
whole into such a frame. There could 
be no true unity in the result, which 
would be an unhappy combination 
of two books. The course followed 
here is to introduceIrishstories when 
they are clearly related to British 
ones. Where this is so, they some-
times bring illumination that would 
be lacking without them." 

fERY COMMENDABLE. 
But he does not follow his 
own guidelines. For surely 
as an Arthurian scholar he 

_ must know of the wealth of 
Arthurian material in the Irish lan-
guage which clearly relates to the 
'Bri t ish ' s tor ies a n d i l luminates 
them? 

I find it singularly surprising that 
he fails to mention these tales written 
during the 15th and 16th Centuries, 
of which numerous manuscripts sur-
vive. These would certainly fulfil his 
criteria for inclusion. Yet there is no 
mention of them (perhaps because 
they are in Irish?) even though a good 
account of them was given by Robin 
Flower in Ireland and Medieval Europe 
(British Academy, 1927)... an essen-
tial work not listed in Ashe's bibliog-
raphy. 

In fact, the bibliography is interes-
ting not by the works included but by 
theimportantand recently published 
works on Celtic mythology which 
are not listed. For example, I would 
have thought no work on the mytho-
logy of these islands could have been 
complete without reference to Tho-
mas F. CRahil ly 's Early Irish History 
and Mythology? • Nor is D r Jeffrey 
Gantz's fine work Early Irish Myths 
and Sagas (Penguin, 1981) nor his 
translation of the Welsh Mabinogion 

(Penguin 1976) mentioned or listed. 
Marie-Louise Sjoestedt's essential 
work Gods and Heroes of the Celts 
(1982); Charles Squire's Celtic Myth 
and Legend (1905); and Moyra Calde-
cott 's pioneering Women in Celtic 
Myth (1988) are not; listed nor dis-
cussed. Neither is the standard back-
g r o u n d w o r k , The Growth of 
Literature: by H.M. and N.K. Chad-
wick (1932), a three-volume work 
which is essential background for 
dealing with the mythology of these 
islands. 

What we have in this work is a con-
centration on British Celtic legends 
as expounded through the Latin 
translations of Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth together with other English 
and French medieval interpretations 
of Geoffrey liberally sprinkled with 
Englih folklore. 

TTiere is no attempt to treat of orig-
inal myths and sagas in any of the 
Celtic languages. That is a shame. 1 
believe that dealing with such mat-
ters through third-hand sources, sim-
ply distorts the original material and 
destroys the vitality of the Celtic lite-
rary traditions. The title of the book 
obviously becomes a misnomer. 

Pure English mythological tradi-
tions only get a few pages in the book. 
As Ashe states: 'The Anglo-Saxons 
in Britain never developed a real 
mythology". 

SHE points out , interes-
tingly, that the saga of Beo-
wulf stands alone but he 

. d o e s not seem to know 
— -Awhy this should be. Again, 
he does not appear to know the work 
of the great Celtic scholar Professor 
C.W. von Sydow and his Beowulf-
skalden och nordisk tradition, (Arsbok, 
1923) w h o pointed out tha t the 

Brett Kibble 
Who Framed Colin Wallace?, Paul Foot, 
Macmillan £12.95 hbk, £4.99pbk. 

THE RECENT publicity around 
Colin Wallace'a disinformation 
work for the army in the Six Coun-
ties and his role in MIS'a 'Clock-
work Orange' subversion of the 
Labour government in 1974are, In 
part, due to this book which came 
out last year. 

The book gives a coherent ex-
planation about what happened 
and why and a good Insight Into 
the shadier operations of the Brit-
ish Army's disinformation tech-
niques - and how open to such 
manipulation the British madia 
have always been. The forged do-
mi—i«i« «imuU»im British MP's. 
white crude, allow how aaaily 

I f f t i i h JntelUaanca c&n 

Paul FOot's explanation of the 

ancient T i i n B6 Fraoch' (Cattle Raid 
of Fraoch) provided the model of the 
English saga. 

Beowulf was of course, written in 
Northumbria about the reign of Aid-
frith (c. 685 AD). Aldfrith was sent for 
his education to Ireland at the mon-
astic school of Lisgoole. He com-
posed verses in Ir ish, several of 
which are still extant. Von Sydow's 
argument is that Aldfrith was the be-
getter of Beowulf having knowledge 
of the ancient Irish saga. Professor 
Gerard Murphy (in Duawire Finn) 
agrees, showing that there are nine 
significantly close points of identity 
between the two compositions. 

It is the real lack of knowledge of 
Celtic language sources, or the wil-
ful determination to ignore them, 
material which is so central to any 
work on mythology in these islands, 
which makes the book such a disap-
pointment. To pretend that there 
exists a British nation puts one at a 
disadvantage at the outset. It is just 
as nonsensical as talking about the 
mythology of the European nation. 
This book is merely a celebration of 
the Anglicisation of some Celtic 
traditions. It seems that Ashe speaks 
with a profound relief when he says: 
"England's annexation of the Celtic 
hero (Arthur) did not, after all, in-
volved a total setting-aside of ances-
tral Englishness." But, in claiming 
various things Celtic for an English 
tradition, I think it is going a little too 
far to talk about the Celtic Church as 
propounding an 'Anglo-Celtic Chris-
tianity'! 

Sadly, the book appears to be pro-
pounding its own particular brand of 
mythology (one which reflects the 
last two centuries of English internal 
colonisation) - that there ife an ident-
ity which is culturally 'British'. 

It will sit well on a 'reyisionist's' 
bookshelf. ' 

though he discusses the Civil 
Rights movement without men-
tioning the broad-based Northern 
Ireland Civil Rights Association, 
Instead dealing only with the small 
Trotskylst group In NICRA, Peo-
ples Democracy. 

The book also covers Wallace's 
arrest for murder and his sub-
sequent conviction in 1981 of 
manslaughter. Here Foot shows 
off his talents as an investigative 
journalist in a well- documented 
piece of detective work. 

The Wallace caae has all the 
makings of an excellent political 
thriller, ft exposes 1115's subver-
sion of the Labour Government 
and the Liberal Party in 1974, the 
ultimately successful attempt to 

of 
the Coneervative Party with a 
hard-right candidate, the MIS 

Roz Hardie 
Strip Searching: Personal Testimonies, 
United Campaign Against Strip 
Searching. Available from UCASS, do 
Association of London Authorities, 36 
Old Queen Street, London SW1H 9JF. 

EXERTING POWER over a person 
by depriving them of their clothes as 
a means of torture 'leaving no visible 
bruises' is a technique which has 
been used by repressive regimes 
throughout history and worldwide. 
Winnie Mandela, for example, has 
described how her experience of strip 
searching by the South African state 
made her feel so humiliated and de-
graded that she found herself con-
templating suicide. • 

Campaigners against strip search-
ing as it was used against Republican 

• I - A k «» l l , . 

Indeed, many women described 
the prospect of a strip search as the 
same as being told they were told that 
they were going to be raped on Mon-
day morning. 

While the government maintained 
tha t t h i s w a s a s e c u r i t y issue, 
handled in a sensitive manner with 
no distress caused more and more 
instances of strip search as used 
against other groups came to light. 

The UCASS report contains psy-
chiatric reports based on interviews 
with one male and 16 female victims 
of strip searching. They come from a 
variety of backgrounds and under-
went the ordeal in different circum-
s t a n c e s b u t . r epo r t a common 
reaction. 

Feelings of guilt, anger, humiliation 
and powerlessness are described as 
well a s anxie ty a n d dep res s ive 
symptoms, all of which have been 
obeaved in rape victims. 

Financial restraints meant that it 
wasa small study but provides a use-
ful pilot and encouragement for a 
more formal research project. 

Poking fun 
at long-held 

beliefs 

EHen Mitchell 
Oiney Hoy, Freddy Anderson (Polygor 
1989,140 pages £7.95) 

THIS IS Freddy's first novel. Parts 
of it have been published as 
stories, poems and songs and as 
a play which won an award on the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Fred-
dy was born in County Monaghan 
but has lived in Glasgow since he 
was a young man. 

The protagonist, Oiney, is a 
character similar to the Good Sol-
dier Svejk in that he is sometimes 
victim snd sometimes Instigstorof 
a wide variety of adventures which 
are really funny. Through the me-
dium of these adventures the 
author covers many of the Import-
ant current issues in the areaa-ot 
politics and religion. In this sense 
one is reminded of the work of 
writers such as Swift, who use an-
archic humour, Irony and satire to 
Illuminate current issues of the 
day. 

There Is a lovely story attached 
to how Oiney got his name which 
it would be a pity to spoil - enjoy HI 
Very quickly we meet Olney's 
granny - The Holy Terror' • and the 
description of her sitting at her 
cottage door watching the holy 
going to Chapel is memorable. 
She is saying her rosary and com-
menting on the character of the 
people passing - we are reminded 
here of Holy Willie's Prayer. 

The book Is imbued with hu-
mour of a wide range making it a 
great pleasure to read. The hu-
mour ranges from understated hu-
mour for example, the school 
where Oiney did not learn much 
except the Catechism and how to 
write at an angle of 45 degrees In 
a copybook; to descriptions which 
actually make the reader laugh 
outright for example, Oiney selling 
contraceptives on a Dublin street, 
beside a Convent. 

The humour pokes fun at long-
held beliefs for example, the holU 
ness of holy water (which Oiney 
collects on a train because he tor-
got to collect it In Lough Dearg). 
His train water is still effective in 
curing peoples' aches and pains 
because they believe it to be holy. 
We are also often reminded of the 
parochialism of small com* 
munities. However, many larger 
Issues are also aired, such ss the 
division of Ireland by the Border. 
Other social changes are also Indi-
cated for example, abortion and 
contraception. 

To sum up, this is a highly read-
able book and adding it to yw* 
bookshelves would fee worth* 
while, i look forward to mors writ* 
Ing from Freddy. 

tC - ' . 

New celebration of the Anglicisation of Celtic traditions by renowned Athurian scholar 



ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

The release of Nelson Mandela after 27 years in jail brings back personal and public memories 

Struggle for a birthright 

M A N D E L A : indomitable freedom fighter 

Ti l l RELEASE of Nelson 
Mande la on Sundav , i e-
bruarv 11, was an event 
w h i c h t o u c h e d m a n v 
people. After twentv-seven 

^e'.irs, most of them spent in the tou-
is t conditions imaginable, this indo-
n i t a b l e and u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
ireedom tighter walked to freedom. 
And with his emergence, it vou list-
t ned to the self-satisfied bleafings of 
Mrs Thatcher and the English Estab-
.shment, vou might be persuaded 
hat the struggle to obtain freedom 
nd democracy in South Africa has 

neen won. One frivolous Tory com-
mentator in a London newspaper 
sneered: 'Now the l iampstead So-
cialists can go back to eating their 
Outspan oranges without their con-
science pricking them'! 

Once again, Thatcher has demon-
strated her contemptuous arrog-
ance, by rush : g to lift sanctions 
against the consensus opinion of Eu-
rope and the world. 

Yet Apartheid still exists, the state 
o f emergency still exists, the racist 
regime still exists and the vast ma-
oritv of South Africans are still de-

nied the i r c i t i z e n s h i p and basic 
human rights. No; with the release 
of Mandela, the struggle for free-
dom merely enters a new phrase. The 
business interests of the British Gov-
ernment will ensure the fascist Preto-
ria regime survives longer than it 
would otherwise have done. 

But February 11 was, for me per-
sonal ly , a time for indulging in 
memories. I first arrived in London in 
J964, a few months before Mandela 
and his comrades were brought to 
trial for high treason. A Tamil friend 
from Johannesburg and I managed to 
rent a flat together in North London 
which became a meeting place for 
South African exiles during that fate-
ful year of political trials. During 
t h a t y e a r a l o n e t h e r eg ime im-
pr isoned 8,000 political prisoners. It 

was a June dav when the Rivonia 
Trial, as it was called, came to a close. 
In spite of a plea of mitigation by 
Alan Pa ton (author of Cry the Beloved 
Country) who called on people to 
recognise the courage and ability of 
Mandela and his comrades, Judge 
Quar tus de Wet imposed the senten-
ces of life imprisonment. 

Among those sentenced with Man-
dela, Sisulu and the o thers was 
Govan Mbeki, whose book The Peas-
ants' Revolt had just been published. 
Mbeki's son was staving with us at 
the time. It was an emotional time, 
dur ing which much midnight oil was 
burnt while the pros' and 'cons' of 
the armed struggle, in an South Afri-
ca context, were discussed. The ANC 
had been formed in 1912 to fight the 
racist regime, which did not emerge, 
as some seem to think, when the Af-
rikaner Nationalist Party came to 
power in 1948. The roots of the 
regime were put into place long be-
fore by England. I recall that most 
ANC members at the time felt their 
problem had been that they had in-
itially been too e n a m o u r e d with 
Gandhi ' s ideas, Gandhi had tremen-
dous influence on the foundation of 
the ANC in 1912for,of course, Gand-
hi began his political carecr in South 
Africa. By the early 1960s, it had been 
forcibly demonstrated that 'passive 
res is tance ' , used by A N C for 50 
years , had not worked. True that 
their non-violent fifty year struggle 
aga ins t the most violent and re-
pressive regime outside of Hitler's 
Germany had won polite liberal ap-
plause. On December 10,1961, Mar-
tin Lutili received the Nobel Peace 
Prize on behalf of ANC. 

By then, however, Mandela, who 
became leader of ANC and had re-
alised that only armed struggle could 
bring the fascist regime d o w n and 
m a d e that his toric t u r n i n g point. 
Umkonto w e Sizwe (Spear of the Na-
tion) was formed in June that year, an 

organisation formed not only by Af-
ricans but by whites and Asians. On 
December 16 (Dingaan's Da v, mark-
ing the defeat of the Zulu king) the 
f irs t explosions and shots in the 
armed struggle took place. 

Rather than to Gandhi ' s example, 
Mandela and the ANC looked to 
other examples ... they looked to Ire-
land. At the time, ANC were inter-
e s t e d in I r i sh R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
literature. A recording of Robert Em-
mett ' s speech had been made and 
widely distributed among the Afri-
can population ... "When my country 
takes her place among the nations of 
the earth, then, and not till then, let 
my epitaph be written." This imme-
diately appeared on the South Afri-
can censorship lists and was banned , 
a long with Black Beauty (I kid you 
not!) the Anna Sewell children's clas-
sic. Ironically, the song Danny Boy 
also appeared on the 'banned list' in 
1964 as subversive. 

My father had been responsible, I 
suppose, for introducing me to Afri-
can politics. As a journalist he had 
travelled Africa, particularly South 
Africa, and his interviews ranged 
f rom meetings with Gandhi (in the 
1930s) to Jan Smuts. He was also ac-
quainted with Father Trevor H u d -
dleston, an ardent Anti-Apartheid 
fighter. He gave me a book about this 
t ime by Basil Bunting: The Rise of the 
South African Reich which gave a de-
tailed comparison of the Apartheid 
laws with those of Nazi Germany 
( sc rub 'Jew' a n d inser t 'A f r i can , 
Asian and Coloured') . It horrified 
me and profoundly affected my pol-
itical thinking. 

Memories of 1964. Over a thousand 
people, men and women, were held 
unde r the 90 day law (detention in 
solitary confinement without trial 
for 90 days - this w a s later increased 
to 180 days). O n e of those to be so 
detained was Ruth First, journalist, 
author, and member of the white op-
position. She specialised in exposes 
of the Apartheid regime. Anything 
s h e wro te was , by G o v e r n m e n t 
o rde r , banned f r o m appea r ing in 
South Africa. Her husband, a barris-
ter, was disbarred f rom practice for 
political reasons. I recall, as a boy, 
meeting her in the shadow of my 
fa the r , when s h e worked for the 
Guardian as Jo 'burg editor. 

M e m o r i e s of 1964. M a n d e l a ' s 
speech before h i s sentence: ' O u r 
struggle is a truly national one. It is a 
struggle of the African people, in-
spired by our o w n suffering and our 
own experience. It is a struggle for 
the right to live. 

"During my l ifet ime I dedica ted 
myself to this s t ruggle of the African 
people. I have fought against whi te 
d o m i n a t i o n a n d I h a v e f o u g h t 
aga ins t black domina t ion . I h a v e 
cherished the ideal of a democratic 
and free society in which all persons 
live together in ha rmony , and wi th 
equal opportunit ies. It is an ideal 
w h i c h I hope t o l ive for a n d t o 
achieve. But, if needs be, it is an ideal 
for which I am prepared to die." 

Memories of 1964.1 sat down and 
began work on my first serious 
novel. It was a stoTy about an African 
from Sophiat&wn (just outside 
Jo 'bu rg , a t o w n s h i p w h i c h V e f v -

woerd ordered to be bulldozed into 
the dus t because it w a s thought that 
its proximity presented a threat to 
white Jo 'burg) coming to London 
and f inding racism still existing,; not 
in the same blatant fo rm but withal 
more insidious and equally as op-
pressive. Remember the boarding 
house signs? 'No Blacks. No Irish.'? 
The novel had a pa inful birth, my 
Jo ' bu rg Tamil f r i end insisted on 
reading it, chapter by chapter, to our 
South African friends so that they 
could judge it by their experiences of 
racism. The novel w a s finished; but 
never published. One publisherlsaid 
that my depiction of racism in Lon-
don w a s too subjective. It was re-
jected. Eventually, I p u t the mss 
aside as being part of the one million 
words which Henry Miller said a 
writer mus t write before he begins to 
write! It w a s all part of the education 
process. 

Memories of 1964. Another Jo'burg 
friend, Frank Rembach, arrived in 
London wi th a show called 'Wait a 
Minimi!, he was designer and Sftage 
manage r . It was a satirical revue 
aimed against the Apar theid regime. 
It opened at the Fortune Theatre and 
ran for t w o years before going to 
New York! It was Frank w h o encour-
aged m e to start working on another 
novel. It seems a long while ago, 
thinking back to the hopes and fears 
of that experience, and now to come 
to terms with the fact that this July 
my fiftieth title will be published. 

Memories of 1964. That summer I 
at tended my first political demon-
stration in London. It w a s an Anti-
A p a r t h e i d picket o u t s i d e Lords 
Cricket Ground in St John's Wood. 
South Africa was playing England. 
My banner read: 'Keep racism out of 
sport!' I recall standing by the main 
gate and being abused and sworn at 
by m e m b e r s of the c rowds w h o 
pushed unthinkingly in to support 
South Africa's racist sporting pride. 
Dennis Brutus, who had started the 
initiative in fighting racial discrimi-
nation in sport, had just been shot by 
the South African police 'while at-
tempting to escape' f rom the Mar-
shall Square police station in Jo'burg. 

Memories of 1964. That autumn I 
paid my first visit to Belfast, a job for 
the magaz ine I was working on. It 
was then I realised, to my horror, 
that Apartheid was not confined to 
South Africa. It was then that the 
Irish s t r u g g l e s u d d e n l y s topped 
being something in history books 
and became alive as a continuing 
fight. 

I could hardly believe that to keep 
their fascist statelet in existence in 
the Sue Counties, the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (with their formidable 
armoury of water cannon, sub-ma-
chine guns, armoured cars, heavy 
mounted guns and gas projectors) 
were actually spending more per 
capita on weapons than the South Af-
rican 'Defence' Forces! It was diffi-
cult to believe that there existed, in 
the United Kingdom, legislation (the 
Public Order Bill and Special Powers 
Act) which contravened twenty-one 
out of the thirty provisions of the 
Universal Declaration of Humarf 
Rights and that the existence of that 

legislat ion p r e v e n t e d the Un i t ed 
Kingdom from being a signatory to 
that declaration. 

Surely, in my naiveness, I thought 
that the English Left would be hold-
ing continuous mass demonstrat ions 
to protest against the lack of civil 
liberties in the Six Counties, sup -
posedly part of this country? W h y 
weren' t there even articles about the 
terrible si tuation in the Left-Wing 
publications? 

As I say, it w a s a time of education; 
of growing u p politically. When I 
began to write o n the state of affairs 
in the Six Counties, and to p ropound 
the fundamental principle for human, 
p r o g r e s s , t h a t a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s , 
throughout the world, must have the 
r igh t to self-determinat ion, I w a s 
amazed to be me t by the imperial 
arrogance of some members of the 
English Left. W h e n I spoke u p for 
Irish, Welsh and Scottish self-deter-
mination, I w a s attacked by the Left 
f o r p ropos ing t h e South Af r i can 
Apartheid system in these islands. 
There was an i rony in being the reci-
pient of that accusation. 

Over the years I have come to re-
alise how muddle-headed the ma-
jority of the Left were (with notable 
exceptions). O n e recalls the at t i tude 
of the Labour Par ty towards Ireland, 
f rom their approval of the 1916 ex-
ecutions to their legislation in 1949 
reinforcing the fascist regime in the 
Six Counties. O n e recalls Michael 
Foot 's paen of praise on the 'pro-
gressive att i tudes' of the Stormont 
regime in 1949. A n d one recalls h o w 
Labour simply ignored the excesses 
of the fascist reg ime until it burst like 
a festering boil upon their comfort-
able rosy-coloured horizon in 1969. 
Still, today, only a minority of the 
Labour Party t ruly understand the 
na tu re of the Irish struggle. The im-
perialist ethic r u n s so d e e p tha t 
m a n y don't even recognise they pos-
sess it. But it 's there... a knee jerk 
reaction, especially when it is the 
r ights of the Celtic peoples which a re 
u n d e r discussion. 

Imperialism and nationalism have 
never been proper ly understood or 
analysed. H o w can you be a nationa-
list and a socialist, they wail? The 
t w o are incompatible! Their m i n d s 
a l w a y s see n a t i o n a l i s m a s ag -
gressive, that is - the same as the 
imperialism they have practised For 
so long. They fail to understand de-
fensive nationalism - which is anti-
imper ia l i sm - a n d which is the 

. nat ionalism of the Celtic peoples. 
There will be little progress in this 
multi-national state until the Left 
comes to a proper analysis of 'im-
perialism' and 'nationalism'. 

What is it, lying deep in their 
psyche which makes them applaud 
the nationalism of distant-peoples in 
their struggle to throw ofrthedomi-
nation of other nations, but 'which 
will denounce as reactionary andr 

fascist, the struggle of the ©eltic'peo-
ples to throw off the yoke of M | p 
laud's domination? <-

A h wed: remembering 1964. Per-
sonal memories; public memories. 
Yet the release o f Nelson Mandela i s 
not an ending, it is merely a iWW 
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