
Founded 1939 Organ of the Connolly Association No. 547 September 1989 

ACCIDENT 
"OiV August 15th the 
temperature in the fight 
•gainst the Merrell Dow 
Company's plans was further 
raised when Councillor 
fiennefick was ruled out of 
order in the meeting of the 
Youghal Urban Council 

when he tried to have the 
sensational report from an 
American newspaper 
discussed. The report told of 
*tf\ explosion and, fire 
resulting from a spillage of 
chemicals en route to the 
Dow chemicalplant in Texas. 

Outfide the Town Hall 
about thirty members of 
Citizens Against Merrell 
Dow parried placards which 
read "Monitoring is no 
solution to Merrell Dow 
pollution " and "Youghal 
UDC come September, we 7/ 
remember 

Later some of them, including 
spokespersons Jackie Daly and 
Tony Smyth, attended the 
meeting to hear councillors 

decide : on a letter from the 
company inviting the UDC to 
appoint a representative to the 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l C o m m u n i t y 
Consultative Committee, 

t 
The decision was postponed 

from a previous meeting pending 
the High Court hearing on 
planning matters relating to the 
s i t ing of the £ 4 0 mi l l ion 
pharmaceutical plant outside 
Killeagh. 

Cllr William Kennefick said 
that although the High Court 
hearing Was over, the. issue was 
sttil not finalised as he understood 
an appeal to the Supreme Court 
was likely. He therefore proposed 
deferring the matter again.. 

He was backed by Cllr David 
Loughman, who, said it was 
"pointless to appoint someone to 
a committee dealing with the plant 
which doesn't e x i s t " . The 
company had not yet even bought 
the site, he added. 

The aim of the committee, 
according to the letter from 
Merrell D o w , would be to meet 
company management regularly 
" t o r e v i e w a n d d i s c u s s 
environmental monitoring data 
and information resulting from 
baseline surveys and to provide 
the company with feedback about 
the concerns of residents". 

Only 24 hours later t|ie protest 
group heard that the Cheinical firm 
was all set to start construction of the 
factory. They were about t? go ahead 
with the £60 million pharmaceutical 
plant at Killeagh, east Cork despite an 
appeal to the Supreme Court by local 
residents. This informaujan came 
f rom a spokesman f rom the 
Company. * 

According to the company, final 

sanction to go ahead with an option to 
secure 90 acres of land on the 
proposed site is imminent and, once 
given, preparatory construction work 
will begin. The decision to start on the 
site in advance of the appeal to the 
Supreme Court — expected to be 
heard before the Christmas — had 
been taken, the spokeswoman said, 
because Merrell Dow had already 
successfully come through a Bord 

A section of the large crowd outside the Community Hall in 
Killeagh, Co Cork, recently to hear the three survivors of the 
Bhopal disaster recount their experiences. The plant where 
the Indian disaster occurred was a subsidiary ofMerrell Dow. 

Vie survivors can be seen in the foreground. 

Pleinala appeal as well as a High 
Co^rt action brought by the 
Wopianagh Valley Protection 
Association. 

The WVPA has warned that any 
attempt by the company to go on to 
the site would be opposed by local 
residents, composed mainly of dairy 
farmers, who claim that the produce 
from a 1,000-strong herd of cattle 
would be ruined in the event of a 
chemical spill at the plant. Ms Joan 
Vaughan, spokeswoman for the 
association, said that a number of 
farmers were preparing to go on 
hunger strike in order to demostrate 
their opposition. 

Merrell Dow's spokeswoman in 
Cork said that it was expected that the 
site option would be taken up within 
weeks, or possibly days. The final go-
ahead would have to come from 
America, she added. 

It is unders tood t h a t t h e 
preliminary site work will be 
undertaken in the belief that the 
Supreme Court will uphold the two 
earlier decisions and in order to allow 
the already delayed project to get 
under way as quickly as possible after 
the appeal has been heard. 

The Concerned Citizens of East 
Cork and West Waterford yesterday 
called on the Government to prevent 
any building before the judicial 
process was settled. 

The group warned that it was 
broadening its campaign, with action 
planned in Merrell Dow's home base 
in the United States. 

(Full story on back page) 

ALONE' GROUP FIGHTS RAPACIOUS LANDLORDS 
The old are also preyed on by young thugs 

WHEN I heard they had taken on 
the rapacious landlords, 1 decided 
I would like to meet them. I 
phoned Willie Birmingham and 
ended up by seeing his partner 
Niall O Cooney, a freelance 
journalist. I met him in his house 
in Clontarf. 

When he realised I was keenly 
interested in the activities of the 
group, Niall explained its history, 
aims and objects. It had been 
started 12 years ago. He stressed it 
was not a charity but an action 
group. Its aim was to publicise 
the neglect and squalor of old 
people. Old' people had been 
found to be living in rat infested 
premises. Some had been f o u n d s 
dying of cancer,; some had 
gangrene.. 

One oid lady wasfound lying on 
the floor, of her flat with a broken 
feinV 

Special report 
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professionals are. unable to cope 
with the situation. They seem only 
to respond in thfersiW! of the 
easiest cases. The professionals 
never wanted to. admit that the 
situation.wasreally bad- . 
• -Recently the, group was aterted 
to a situation Where two elderly 
men wef£ aro^e, iitacpyjfjat. 
were; 
sodal 
iwti 

' people are i 
r-J.L - j , ! - , 
tnsn ernes. 

conditions like these in 

mum 

the health authority one o f t he meo had to be w 
if she had a medical in foil. He was suffering 

very bad 
in the elderly are in a hypothermia. He died soon alter, 
id s i t u a t i o n j | e W t other in man was discharged 

without being washed. At this 
point, the Salvation Army moved 
in to get him switched to another 
hospital. 

Many of these old people are 
found living without electricity or 
proper toilets. There are dozens of 
such cases, which the Alone group 
are currently helping. Hundreds 
of elderly people are just barely 
surviving in continuous misery. 
Thousands are feeling acute 
loneliness in old age. "w 

Alone won a great victory in 
1982, when they persuaded the 
Irish government to set up a Task 
Force for dealing with urgent 
cases. Two million pounds were 
made available for immediate use. 

Niall O Cdonaigh appeals to 
people living in Britain to get a 
neighbour or friend to ke 
on elderly reli 
l iving • coot 
' eriorate dramatically as hat 
nappened with so many elderly 
people in cities in both Bntain and 
Ireland 
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London Scene 

Huge parade and carnival 
T H E snowballing Time To Go! 
campaign attracted thousands of 
people to a huge parade and 
ca rn iva l in F i n s b u r y P a r k , 
Holloway on Saturday, August 12 
to mark the 20th anniversary of 
British troops going on to the 
streets in the nor th of Ireland. 

Time To Go!, led by Labour 
MP Clare Short, emerged a year 
ago for the purpose of prompting 
debate on the British presence in 
the north of Ireland and arguing 
how best withdrawal could be 
achieved It has attracted support 
f rom across the political spectrum 
in Britain 

L a s t m o n t h ' s c a r n i v a l 
conc jded a year-long pro-
gram ne of events, which included 
a u .*! l-a t t e n d e d t w o - d a v 

conference in June at the City 
University in London. A national 
office has been opened at 82 
Salusbury Road, London NW6 
6NY. 

The parade assembled at 
Whittington Park, Archway at 11 
am for speeches and entertain-
ment before marching off at about 
l pm to Fmsbury Park, where 
throughout the afternoon there 
was entertainment for all. 

Among t h e entertainers on the 
main stage were Alias Ron 
Kavana, Crannog, Irish Mist, 
Roisin Duhh , Hank Wangford 
Trio, Eric Bell and the Sunsets, 
Mutant Frog and poet-enter-
ta iner B e n j a m i n Z e p h a n i a h . 
There were also a number of guest 
appearances.' 

Kilburn Pensioners' Group -
new members welcome 

W I T H j n increasing number of Irish 
ex i les f rom the h u g e post-war and 
I 9 5 0 ' s wave o f emigrat ion n o w 
r e a c h i n g the ir r e t i r e m e n t a g e , 
membersh ip of the Kilburn Irish 
P e n s i o n e r s ' G r o u p is r a p i d l y 
e x p a n d i n g 

T h e Group started the year with the 
e l ec t ion ol a n e w chairman — 
Waterf'ord-born M i c h a e l Brazil — 
w h o immediateK issued an o p e n 
invi tat ion lo t h o u s a n d s of retired 
loca l exiles to jo in a n d take part in the 
g r o u p ' s activities. 

K e r r y m a n D a n S h e e h a n o f 
L o v e r i d g e Road is the group's v ice-
cha irman. while in charge of f inancial 
mat ters is C o r k - b o r n treasurer M r s 
M a r i e Sergeant o f Kenilworth R o a d . 

T h e group started in 1986 and n o w 
has members f r o m the Brent a n d 
C a m d e n sides of Ki lburn High R o a d . 
T h e atmosphere a t its weekly get 
toge ther has been l ikened to that of 
the o ld "Ceili H o u s e " back h o m e . 

ATTENDANCE is expected to total 
over a thousand at the 1989 History 
Workshop which will be taking place 
over the weekend of the 4th and 5th 
November. The Workshop is an 
annual event which began at Ruskin 
College more than twenty years ago 
and now takes place at a different 
venue each year. This year for the first 
time it comes to Salford and will take 
place in modern and comfortable 
surroundings at Salford University. 

The programme has been organised 
by a committee of historians and 
labour movement activists associated 
with working class movement library 
established by Ruth and Edmund 
Frow. The Frows have been active on 
the committee. 

The workshops are unique in that 
they bring together enthusiasts for 
history from colleges, trade unions, 
women's groups, community and 
ethnic minority organisations. It is 
not surprising that with so many 
different views there are stimulating 
discussions, both in and out of the 
seminars. Some people have alleged 
that the best discussions take place in 
the bar. 

For the past few years an Irish 
contribut ion has been a regular 

B y DONAL MacCRAITH 

NEW IMMIGRANTS JOIN IN 
YOUTH FESTIVITIES 

THOUSANDS of young Irish 
people and their friends flocked to 
Camden 's spacious Grange Park 
in Kilburn for the third annual La 
Feile na nOg — Kilburn Irish 
Youth Festival. 

The Festival was organised by 
the Kilburn Irish Youth Action 
G r o u p , whose membership is 
drawn from local youth and 
community workers as well as 
young Irish people. 

In recent years there has been a 
massive influx of young migrants 
f rom Ireland into the Kilburn and 
West Hampstead area seeking 
jobs, training opportunities and 
accommodation. 

T h e A c t i o n G r o u p , b y 
providing youth club facilities, 
research and other activities seeks 
to respond to the lack of services 
and facilities available for the 

Mr Brazil said: "We chat and swap 
information over a cup of tea and a 
snack, and have a bit of music, 
dancing and sing-song. Sometimes, 
we listen to an interesting talk or 
watch a film. 

"We also try to keep in touch with 
any members who are ill and cannot 
come to the centre. We visit them at 
home or in hospital, and generally 
keep their spirits up until they are on 
their feet again. 

"Our activities include trips on the 
canal, a day out at the zoo, various 
sightseeing tours and trips to the 
seaside in the summer. All in all we 
have a busy and eventful programme 
for our members." 

The group meets at the Kingsgate 
Community Centre in Kingsgate 
Road (near Grange Park) in Kilburn 
every Monday afternoon from 1.30 to 
4 pm and new members are always 
welcome. 

Manchester Scene 
Large turnout expected 

at 1989 Workshop 

increasing numbers of young Irish 
coming into the Kilburn area. 

The Irish Youth festival is a day 
of celebration of being young and 
Irish in London in the midst of the 
pressure of also being an emigrant 
and attempting tosettle into a new 
community and new way of life. 

As well as a broad range of 
musical tastes the festival featured 
information and advice stalls on 
welfare rights, housing, careers, 
e d u c a t i o n a n d c o m m u n i t y 
activities. 

There we^pf Irish dancing 
displa, j, children's events, an 
unde r - f ives play a r e a , and 
entertainment including various 
side shows and a raffle. 

T h e f e s t i v a l p r o g r a m m e 
included five popular bands 
playing folk, traditional and rock 
music, and a delightful display of 

step dancing by the young pupils 
from Maureen Noonan 's School 
of Irish Dance in Kitburn. - * -

The performers were intre* 
duced by MC and D J fo r t h e d M | . 
Dubliner Dave Fanning o f R l i ? 
who kept the music flowing 
between acts. 

i 
There were almost thirty stands 

at the festival run by Irish and 
other organisations, including die 
Action Group for Irish Youth: 
Brent Irish Advisory Service; and 
Kilburn Irish Pensioners' Group. 

Other organisations included 
the Four-Provinces Bookshop; 
G u i l d f o r d F o u r C a m p a i g n ; 
H a m m e r s m i t h I r i s h A d v i c e 
Centre; London Irish Women's 
Centre; Time To G o ; Troops Out 
Movement; and the Wolfe Tone 
Society. •• 

Archbishop shows concern 
LOCAL committees should be set up 
in Ireland to advise intending 
emigrants and to maintain social 
and cultural ties a f te r they 
emigrate, suggests the Catholic 
Archbishop of Cashel and Emly, 
Dermot Clifford. 

The committee, he says, should 
involve local clergy, returned 
emigrants, the parents of emigrants 
and local cultural and sporting 
figures. It could organise regular 
reunions, both at home and abroad, 
and help out with emigrant problems. 

The archbishop also calls ffcr 
emigrants to be given the equivalent 
ol four weeks' unemployment 
assistance when leaving Ireland. He 
makes his suggestions in the Bulletin 
ol the Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul. 

I ' M AFRAID \tft'U-HA>/£ 
~CO DETAIN YOO UNLEU, m 

^ t W y f i f t f l B ttRXEF... AMl> 
SRXTXSH CAUL 

feature. The details of the 1989 
speakers are as follows: 

"We are a river flowing": The Irish 
Community in Britain and Ireland. 
Steven Fielding (Historian) Irish 
Catholics in Britain 1880-1939. 

Christine Gollette (Historian) 
British Labour Party Officialdom and 
Irish Prisoners in 1924. 

Bernadette Hyland (National Chair 
1BRG) The Irish Community in 
Britain since the War. 

Maude Casey (Writer) Irish 
Writing, Irish Identity. 

The work of the Irish in Manchester 
History Group (presented by Group 
members). 

Nell McCafferty (writer and 
journalist). Reminiscences of the 
Feminist Revolutionary War. 

On the Saturday evening there will 
be a social featuring the popular 
Liverpool Irish group. The Ryan 
Brothers. There will be a choice of 
over a 100 speaker* over the weekend. 
The fee is £7.00'wagedr£l unwaged. A 
free creche will be available over the 
whole weekend. For full details write 
to the Convenor History Workshop, 
c / o Working Class Movement 
Library, 51, The Crescent, Salford M5 
4WX. 

MICHAEL HERBERT 

THE. pER-SECOttOH op 
T r a v e u - e r s ACT.,. 

A U - Y o Q HEE-D TO QUALIFY FOR. XT T-S T H E h t O X X X y J 
T O MOME... AN-D AN X R X S H ACCENT \ \ \ J ~ 
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A n o n n Is Ana! ! By P e t e r B e r r e s f o r d 

Thatcher - the historically illiterate Prime Minister 
Emmefs Epitaph 

DEAR, dear Mrs Thatcher. If she 
didn't exist, we might have to invent 
hen She is a constant reminder of the 
gulf between the rulers and the ruled. 
Even having suffered ten years of her 
arrogance which is only equalled by 
h«[r colossa l ignorance and 
insensitivity. Take her interview on 
French television in July when, as an 
invited guest to the celebrations 
marking the 200th anniversary of the 
PJWflch Revolution, the leader 
lectured the French on the Rights of 
Mail. 

/Among the nescient pearls she cast 
wlt« the statement that England had 
secured the Rights of Man with the 
signing of Magna Carta in 1215 AD. 
by the lord Harry! How those jolly 
feudal robber barons would have 
enjoyed that concept. 

Before I could recover from her 
fatuous pomposity, she went on to 
comment with pious distaste on 'The 
Terror' which ensued after the 
Revolution during 1793-94. With 
bellicose eye, the 'Iron Lady' 
admonished that the English had 
secured their rights 'much more 
quietly'! Indeed: in the mid-17th 
Century, the English demonstrated 
how easy it was to lop off the head of a 
monarch and set up a military 
dictatorship. They would probably 
have repeated the exercise in 1689 had 
not James II skidaddled abroad. But 
the leader has a shaky knowledge of 
the history of her own country. 

It is true that 'The Terror', in 
the wake of the French Revolution, 
was an unpleasant period in which the 
ideals of the Revolution were 
subverted and which paved the way 
for the rise of the dictatorship of 
Bonaparte. In the fourteen months 
that it lasted some 17,000 executions 
took place of those considered 
opposed to the new order. 

It was a blood-bath in any 
vocabulary. That's why it has become 
known as La Terreur to the French 
people. But the leader was merely 
interested in scoring a 'holier-than-
thou' point. Alas, there was no one to 
deflect her swaggering imperiousness 
or correct her lack of knowledge of 
history ... even if the Leader would 
have permitted such temerity on the 
par t of lesser mortals. Her 
comtemptuous presumption knows 
no bounds. , 

It could have been pointed out that 
within a few years of the French 

'Terror', the English Government had 
inflicted their own 'Terror' on the 
Irish nation which made the French 
event seem like a mild administration 
hiccup. The executions and killings by 
the English administration, in just a 
few months in the wake of the 1798 
uprising, far outnumbered the French 
excesses. 

While the English authorities 
officially admit to 20,000 deaths 
during and in the aftermath of the 
United Irish uprising, R. R. Madden, 
in his seven volume work The United 
Irfcinlen, their Lives and Times (1834-
46) puts the final total at close to 
70,000. Even the most conservative 
figures agree at a total of 30,000 
Irishmen, women and children killed 
while the English Government 
zealously sought to 'pacify* Ireland. 

Historian ashamed 
off Thatcher 

I applauded the Master of Bailiol, 
Oxford, the historian Christopher 
Hill, when he wrote an apology to the 
people of France (Guardian, July 15, 
1989) over the Leader's lecture. 'As an 
Englishman and an historian, I feel 
very ashamed and humiliated by her 
outburst... It would be nice to think 
that her diatribe could be formally 
repudiated by someone capable of 
speaking for informed British 
opinion.' 

Indeed; and the French are not the 
only people to whom apologies 
should be made. 

But as Christopher Hill would 
acknowledge, the Leader is doing her 
utmost to ^ensure that 'informed 
British opihion' ceases to exist. She 
admits only to her opinion and her 
will. 'We are a grandmother' may 
soon become 'we are the state.' The 
Leader certainly acts as if this were 
already an established fact. 

'Informed British opinion' these 
days is usually 'disinformed British 
opinion' especially when it concerns 
Ireland. The broadcast ban of 
October 19, 1988, silences, among 
other, a member of parliament and 
numerous local councillors, all duly 
elected, and consequently denies full 
representation to the many thousands 
of people who elected them. It denies 
all-sided information about the 
conflict in Ireland for which the 
British people, as voters and 
taxpayers, have a direct respon-
sibility. The Leader and her 

1798, French Tenor 
- 20,000 tided 

1798 English Terror 
in Ireland - 70,000 

killed 
Government are in many ways similar 
to the Pitt regime which suspended 
Habeas Corpus in the United 
Kingdom dur ing the F r e n c h 
Revolutionary period. The Leader 
violates basic Human Rights let alone 
the Rights of Man. There is the 
notorious PTA as well as the 
censorship law which denies the rights 
to freedom of speech and the free 
transmission of ideas. 

Indeed, the Leader also silences 
even the voices of long-dead 
participants in earlier phases of the 
Irish struggle for independence, 
excising swathes of history from 
television and radio. That should be 
anathema to any historian. 

Yet ... dear, dear Mrs Thatcher. 
Perhaps it is as well she exists as a 
reminder to the Irish people that 
Robert Emmet's epitaph has still to be 
written. And, in this month of 
September, we have two United Irish 
anniversaries to underscore the point. 
This month is the anniversary of the 
birth of the great Ulster Presbyterian 
republican, Samuel Neilson, who first 
devised the concept of the United Irish 
movement. Secondly, it is the 
anniversary of the execution of 
Robert Emmet, leader of the second, 
and last, United Irish rising in 1803. 

Samuel Neilson 
Samuel Neilson (1761-1803) was 

bom in Ballyroney, Co. Down. His 
father was a Presbyterian minister. 

A famous relative was Dr William 
Neilson, also born in September 
(1774) in Co. Down. William became 
a Presbyterian minister too apd was a 
radical and champion of the Irish 
language. He was once arrested by the 
English military for preaching to a 
Presbyterian congreation in Irish. At 
the time, of course, Irish was the 
language of the people — Catholic, 
Protestant and Dissenter. William 
wrote An Introduction to the Irish 
Language (1808) and Cead Leabhar aa 
Gaoidhilge (1809). He was prominent 
in attempting to prevent the English 
administration subvert the radical 

World Comment 

By 
Politicus 

HOW does the EC 
manage to gobble up 
more prosperous and 
stable countries? Our 
writer on international 
affairs explains. 
WHY should Austria ,sh to join the 
Common Market? After all it is a 
small country, prosperous, with 
unemployment at 4% compareo with 
the EEC average of 11%, and 
constitutionally committed to 
neutrality since its re-establishment as 
an independent State after the World 
War f! defeat of Hitler, who was 
born there. 

Well, it isn't the Austrian people 
who want to join, for most of them 
have no idea of how the EEC is run. 
They do not realise that EEC 
membership will mean loss of all 
democra t ic con t ro l of the i r 
economy, as well as submission to the 
Brussels Commission and Council of 
Ministers — new rulers they would 
have no say in appointing. But it is 
exactly these factors which are 
attractive to Austrian Big Business, 
which is the main inspirer of 
Austrian's membership application. 

Anyone who knows anything about 
the politics of capitalism will take it 
for granted that the big capitalist 
concerns in chose West European 
countries outside the EEC—Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Cyprus etc. — 
will look with envy on the freedom 
from social controls on capital which 
is the basic principle of the EEC 
Treaties and which makes their 
Common Market opposite numbers 
so very happy. For how can the 
Austrian or Norwegian or Swedish 
Labour and democratic movements 
put pressure on their respective 
Governments to take measures to 

Irish republicanism of Ulster 
Presbyterians and thereby cutting 
them off politically as well as 
culturally from their fellow Irishmen. 
But, as we know alas, the English 
policy of divide and niie succeeded all 
too well. 

Samuel Neilson, who had made a 
smalt fortune in business, turned to 
radical politics and in 1790 suggested 
to Henry Joy McCracken that a 
movement be formed which would 
unite Irishmen of all religions in the 
pursuit for parliamentary reform. He 
later met Wolfe Tone and they formed 
the first Society of United Irishmen in 
Belfast. 

Northern Star 
In 1792 Neilson established the 

Northern Star, the journal of the 
United Irish, and was its editor. He 
advocated the establishment of an 
Irish Republic based on the Rights of 
Man, completely independent of 
England. He supported the Belfast 
based movement which sought 
recognition for the Irish language and 
published the first-ever Irish language 
magazine Bolg an tSoIair in 1792. 

In September, 1796, Neilson was 
arrested. He was incarcerated in 
Newgate (Dub l in ) and then 
Kilmainham where his health 
suffered. He was released on parole in 
February, 1798, but immediately 
threw himself into planning the 
uprising. Tom Pakenham (The Year of 
Liberty, 1972) dismisses Neilson as 'a 
slave to drink' and gives the 
impression that he was just a 
shambling bungler. Yet it was 
Neilson, as a member of the National 
Directory, who devised the signal for 
the uprising, the stopping of the mail 
coaches, and the plans for the attack 
on the Dublin garrisons. In March, 
the members of the Directory were 
betrayed and they had to go on the 
run. On May 19, Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald was cornered in a house in 
Dublin and taken prisoner but only 
after being badly wounded in a fight 
against the military and police. 

Rescue attempt 
Neilson tried to carry on with the 

plans and led a small detachment of 
the United Irish Army of Dublin to 
Newgate Jail, where Lord Edward 
was confined. In the attempted rescue 
of Lord Edward, Neilson was badly 
wounded and captured. Lord Bdwsud 
died from his wounds on June 4. 

Neilson recovered and was indicated for 
High Treason. 

With other captured members of 
the Directory, such as Thomas Addis 
Emmet and Arthur O'Connor, 
Neilson agreed, in the light of the 
failure of the rising, to reveal the 
plans of the movement in exchange 
for his life. It was merely a matter of 
confirming the reports gathered by 
the English intelligence system rather 
than betraying any other members of 
the movement. 

Neilson, and his former colleagues 
of the Directory, were taken to Fort 
George in Scotland and remained 
imprisoned there until 1802. He was 
deported to Holland and by 
December, 1802, had made his way to 
New York. He was about to launch an 
Irish radical newspaper there when he 
died on August 29th, 1803. 

Within a month of Neilson's death, 
the movement he gave birth to had 
virtually ceased to exist with the death 
by execution of Robert Emmet who 
had led the second, and last, United 
Irish rising. 

Emmet was the youngest son of an 
eminent Irish physician who had 
become involved with the United Irish 
movement while a student at Trinity 
College, Dublin. His brother^ 
Thomas Addis Emmet, a leading 
lawyer, was a member of the National 
Directory, and has been arrested in 
May, 1798. Thomas, after his release 
from Fort George? Scotland, had 
gone into exile in France and then to 
America where he became Attorney-
General of New York State. 

In 1802 Robert had gone to France 
to discuss aid for the Irish rising with 
Napoleon and Talleyrand but be 
doubted the sincerity of Napoleon's 
professed interest. 

The fact of his abortive rising, his 
arrest, trial and execution on 
September 20,1803, are a well-known 
episode in Ireland's sorrowful history. 
Equally famous is his oft-quoted 
speech from the dock: 'When my 
country takes her place among the 
nations of the earth then and not till 
then, let my epitaph be written.' 

protect workers' jobs and living 
standards when those governments 
would no longer have necessary 
powers and Brussels would be calling 
all the shots? 

Another factor behind Austria's 
EEC bid is that she was once animper-
ial and imperialist county. Vienna, a 
vast imposing capital for such a mod-
est State, was once the administrative 
centre from which the Hapsburgs 
ruled much of Europe. Austria's civil 
service and political elites still hanker 
for the days when they were big 
political noises in the world. It was the 
hope of playing a part in a big imperial 
operation which made huge numbers 
of Austrians welcome Hitler in the 
1930s. The Austrians and Germans 
ethnically and linguistically. It was an 
accident of history that Germany was 
unified under Prussia rather than 
Austria, with Berlin rather than 
Vienna as its capital. Adding Austria 
to the EEC would complete the eircle 
of defeated European ex-empires who 
have come together to form the new 
collective neo-colonial empire of the 
EEC. 

It will be years before Austria 

actually joins the Common Market. If 
she does, that is. The fact that 
'Austrian Big Business wishes to 
join does not necessarily mean that 
the business and administrative elites 
in charge of the present EEC will 
welcome Austria's application — 
especially if it should make the set-up 
more unwieldy and threaten theirown 
plans. The Austrian people will also 
have a say. In Austria the Left, the 
Greens and the Peace movement 
oppose EEC membership. 

And what should be the attitude of 
Irish democrats arid'the Irish Peace 
movement to the Austruin EEC bid? 
If the EEC threatens Irish neutrality 
and democracy it will certainly 
threaten Austrian. The idea that the 
Irish Peace taovemeirt or tftefrish Left 
will b e n e f i t f r o m ' Austrian 

membership of the EEC. which they 
therefore should support, is an 
opportunist illusion. It is like saying 
that because we are locked in a prison 
we would welcome being joined by 
other prisoners for company! As 
internationalists and democrats we 

'should wish what is good for the 
Austrians, not what will damage 
them, and take our lead from the 
progressive forces in Austria — while 
recognising that it is a matter for the 
Austrians themselves to decide. The 
best way the Austrians can help 
international progress, and incidently 
progress in Ireland at the same time, is 
by keeping their independence and 
resisting the new Anschcluss, which is 
what Austrian membership of the 
EEC would almost certainly amount 
to, and which is why West Germany 
supports Austria's move to join. 

SUSIENTATION FUND 
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£3.40, B. Partington £2, M. Biennan£5, F.H.O.flO, M. Johnson£3 T Unnon£10 D 
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Europe - superstate or common home L ftGAN UGH IS 
C O M M E N T a n d d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t 
what is h a p p e n i n g in E u r o p e i n c l u d e s 
a deal o f m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , some ot 
w Inch has b e e n de l iberate ly g e n e r a t e d 
io c l o u d w h a t is really h a p p e n i n g 
What has to be m a d e crystal c l e a r if 
the d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e n the E u r o p e a n 
C o m m u n i t y , the C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e 
a n d the call for a n d c o n c e p t o f a 
C o m m o n E u r o p e a n H o m e . ' 

T h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t s 
c o n s i s t i n g o f twe lve m e m b e r s h a s a 
small q u e u e o f a p p l i c a n t s a n d a large 
d o s e o f s p e c u l a t i o n . F o r ins tance w i th 
idle a p p l i c a t i o n by Austr ia f o r 
m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e E u r o p e a n 
c o m m u n i t y c o m e s e m b a r r a s s m e n t . It 
one is embarrassed someth ing h i therto 
kep t sec re t is o u t in the o p e n . T h e r e 
a r e a l so a p p l i c a t i o n s f r o m T u r k e y a n d 
C y p r u s a n d ta lk of N o r w a y , M a l t a . 
J u g o s l a v i a a n d H u n g a r y b e c o m i n g 
m e m b e r s 

A r ecen t all p a r t y r e p o r t f r o n 1 

W e s t m i n s t e r says the Channe l Island^ 
a n d Isle of M a n s ill be f o r c e d i n t o E C 
m e m b e r s h i p . These is lands are corners 
ol i n d e p e n d e n c e which need t idying 
up by b r i n g i n g t h e m c o m p l e t e l y under 
ihe t h u m b ot B r u s s e l s . 

D i e red f a c e s b e e n c a u s e d in 
the m a i n by A u s t r i a ' s n e u t r a l i t y , 
v, Inch is u r i t t e n i n t o h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n 
"1 his is in c o n t r a s t to th S i n g l e 
l . u r o p e a n A c t w h i c h f o r m a l l y m a k e s 
cl.-ai the E C is n o t n e u t r a l a n d h a s 
mi l i t a ry a s p i r a t i o n s . 

H u n g a r y is a m e m b e r o f t h e 
W a r s a w Pac t ar id C M E A ( k n o w n 
inco r r ec t l y as C c i m e c o n ) . C y p r u s h a s 
a n o n - a l i g n e d f o r e i g n p o l i c y b u t 
r e l u c t a n t l y h o s t s a Br i t i sh m i l i t a r y 
b a s e a n d a n i n t e l l i g e n c e g a t h e r i n g 
c e n t r e t o r N A T O at a s t a t e g i c p o s i t i o n 
in t h e e a s t e r n e n d o f t h e 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 

l o u n d e r m i n e A u s t r i a ' s n e u t r a l i t y 
a n d b r i n g h e r i n t o E C w o u l d b e a 
p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c b o n u s . F o r 
West G e r m a n y w h i ch n o w d o m i n a t e s 
t h e E C it w o u l d ® e a n a n e c o n o m i c 
t a k e o v e r a n d a u t o m a t i c o p e n i n g o f 
the r o a d s y s t e m to give access to I ta ly 

BY 
JOHN BOYD 

Jim Savage 
and s o u t h e r n Europe . V i r t u a l l y a 
r e p e a t p e r f o r m a n c e o f H i t l e r ' s 
a n n e x i n g o f Aus tr ia w i t h o u t bu l l e t s , 
b l o o d s h e d a n d Naz i salutes. A u s t r i a ' s 
m e m b e r s h i p will not occur o v e r n i g h t 
as s o m e c o n s o l i d a t i o n must take place 
to ensure t h e internal market o f 1992 
d o e s a c t u a l l y h a p p e n . T h e n e u t r a l i t y 
w o u l d h a v e to g o , as it is a barr ier t o 
political u n i o n and hence t o a 
E u r o p e a n U n i o n , Austr ia joining the 
EC w o u l d m e a n o n e less m e m b e r o f 
E F T A . In turn E F T A w o u l d b e 
w e a k e n e d a n d place p r e s s u r e s o f 
remain ing m e m b e r s in S c a n d i n a v i a t o 
j o i n ' t h e E C . 

The E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y c o n s i s t s 
of twelve western and southern 
E u r o p e a n s ta te s with c a p i t a l i s t 
e c o n o m i e s , w h i c h is e v e n t u a l l y to 
b e c o m e a E u r o p e a n U n i o n as a g r e e d 
by treaty. T h e C o m m i s s i o n is t h e 
execut ive , w h i c h has h e a d q u a r t e r s in 
Brussels. A virtually p o w e r l e s s 
directly e l e c t e d a s sembly c a l l e d t h e 
E u r o p e a n P a r l i m e n t meets in 
Strasburg. T h e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l 
m a d e up o f minis ters from member 
states d e c i d e po l i c i e s and l a w s in t h e 
main by m a j o r i t y votes . 

European Union and the EC is 
portrayed as uniting Europe, where in 
fact it only encompasses a minority of 
states and peoples of Europe. 

The Council of Europe was 
founded in 1949 and has its 
headquarters in Strasburg where its 
Assembly also meets. MPs from 
national parliaments form the 
Assembly. 23 states make up the inter-
governmental Council and several 
east European states have observer 
status. President Gorbachov recently 
addressed this Assembly about a 
Common European Home. 

Under Council of Europe auspices 
a European Convention for the 
protection of Human Rights was 
signed in 1950. As a consequence the 
European Court of Human Rights 
was set up in 1959 and judgements 
from this court have been incorrectly 
ascribed to the working of the EC. 

The concept of a Common 
European H o m e is based on the right 
of nations to self determination, 
recognising the existence of two social 
systems in Europe and trade without 
restrictions b e t w e e n all European 
states. 

In contrast to the Common 
European Home the EC is a growing 
superstate being made fit for 
transnationals without the restraints 
and checks of democracy and nation 
states. 

Far from the national question 
being dead, it is alive and kicking in 
some unexpected places. The danger 
is, the initiative will be held in the 
hands of rabid reactionaries and 
nationalists, rather than left and prog-
ressive forces. The latter fail to see the 
importance of the many facets of 
nation states. To help counter the 
growing superstate being made fit for 
transnationals making profits by 
disregarding people, there is a need to 
go back to the writing of both James 
Connolly and Desmond Greaves. 
This will show there remains for the 
foreseeable future a need for nations 
with the right to self determination 
and choice of social system, which 
includes developing democracy. 

An interview with 
ALLISON LARKIN 

C a n d i d a t e f o r 
T h e I r ish G r e e n 

P a r t y 

G. Curran 
asks 

the questions 

Q. H o w d id y o u enjoy y o u r 
e l ec t ion exper i ence? 

A. Very m u c h . We were rece ived 
with great interest by the e lectors . T h e 
area c o v e r e d F ing las , B a l l y m u n , 
G l a s n e w n a n d Whiteha l l . We g o t 
2300 o n the f inal c o u n t . 1327 first 
preference this t ime. T h e f igure w a s 
500 in 1987. 

Q. A s 1 u n d e r s t a n d it, the Green 
Party d o e s not be l i eve in a strong 
central i sed state'' 

A. Y e s we want as m u c h as p o s s i b l e 
relegated to the local c o m m u n i t y . 

Q W i t h o u t a s t r o n g central 
orga n i sa t ion h o w will it be p o s s i b l e t o 
m o n i t o r air, soi l a n d water pollution? 

A. I; can all be d o n e at a local level. 
In fact Earth W a t c h is a l ready doing a 
lot of this If pest ic ides are done away 
with a n d we g o over to o r g a n i c 
farming there will be m u c h l e s s 
monitoring to do . 

Q. Do you see a conflict between 
the need to provide j o b s and the need 
to prevent po l lu t ion? 

A. N o we bel ieve there s h o u l d b e a 
shorter w o r k i n g week a n d j o b 
shar ing . T h e u n e m p l o y e d a n d those 
on part-time should be on a basic 
i n c o m e W e have to g o back to m o r e 

Allison Larkin, Green Party Candidate in the recent General Election in 
NW Dublin. 

labour intensive working, and there 
should be an end to factory farming. 
We should go back to more labour 
intensive farming and that way help the 
unemployed. Incidentally pollution in 
the cities can be reduced by the 
introduction of smokeless fuel. 
Michael Gormley has already done 
some good work in this direction in 
Ballyfermot. 

Q. Don't you think that if nation 
s t a t e ? were po l i t i ca l ly and 
economically free it would be easier to 
save the planet from pollution. 

A. I agree with that. The problems 
of the third world are very complex. 
We are working out our policy in that 
Field. Larry Gorman is our third 
world spokesman. He welcomes 
suggestions and helps in formulating 
third world policy. 

Q. Do you offer speakers to trade 
union branches and trade councils? 

A. Yes we are anxious to explain 
our views to all organisations. Of 
course as yet we have only a limited 
number of people we can send as 
speakers. 

THE new direct-rule team is in place, 
headed by another blow-in, Mr Peter 
Brooke, a distant family relative of the 
deceased Unionist Party leader, Lord 
Brookeborough. The Anglo-Irish 
Agreement will continue to be 
implemented, of course, even though 
the Unionists so much dislike it. The 
AIA shows that the Unionists are 
dispensable when it comes to the 
governance of northern Ireland. That 
may be bad government, but then the 
Unionists can not claim to have been 
paragons of virtue. 

The new direct-rulers had arrived in 
time for two important August 
anniversaries: the twentieth of the 
sending in of British troops to prop up 
crumbling Unionism, and the 
eighteenth of the latest FAILED use 
of internment. Just how matters have 
'improved' politically over that time 
can be gauged by the news that is 
coming in simultaneously with the 
writing of this article. 

There has been wide-spread rioting 
in North Belfast. Yet another youth 
has been killed by an RUC plastic 
bullet. Two Catholic parents of three 
children (all under six years of age) 
have been gunned down by Protestant 
para-militaries in their own home. 
The newspapers are full of reports of 
people, from both sides of the 
community (but mainly Catholics), 
being arraigned before the Courts for 
the possession of arms and 
explosives. 

There has been no political step 
forward. The community remains as 
deeply divided as it ever was. Major 
civil rights grievances remain 
unaddressed. According to Dr 
Christopher McCrudden, as anti-
discrimination law specialist at 
Oxford University, the British 
government's 'Fair Employment Bill' 
(which has now gone through all its 
parliamentary stages) was a .. 'major 
disappointment to those who wanted 
effective legislation to tackle 
inequality of opportunity in Northern 
Ireland ... The disappointment was so 
considerable that the Labour Party 
voted against the Bill at Second 
Reading and the SDLP abstained.' 

The government was forced to 
agree to make changes. The then NI 
Minister for Industry, Mr Peter 
Viggers, gave commitments to make .. 
'further specific changes to strengthen 
the Bill in the House of Lords'. This 
got Labour Party and SDLP support 
for the Third Reading. 

However, ' w hen the Bill was 
considered by the Lords ... the 
government not only reneged on its 
commitment to introduce the 
promised strengthening amendments, 
it introduced a set of surprise 
amendments which had the effect of 
weakening the Bill still further'. 

These tactics, it ought to be 
recalled, are straight out of 
Tory/Liberal party history. The 
Thatcher government is merely 
emulating the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century handling of the 
issue of 'Catholic Emancipation'. Dr 
McCrudden concludes: 'The British 
Government clearly regards the vital 
short-term test to be whether it (the 
Bill) succeeds in lessening support for 

the Mac Bride Principles in the United 
States.' A fair enough conclusion. 

The number two in the direct-rule 
team, Mr John Cope, MP for Avon 
North (Gloucestershire), is nothing if 
he is not honest. In an article carded 
by the evening newspaper here 
entitled'What I have come here to do' 
he confessed that his duties were quite 
arduous for .. 'a man who does not 
claim to know Northern Ireland, 
although he had been here on visits 
and had contact with local MPs in his 
period as a Whip'. 

Properly programmed (perhaps 
with reading of Liberal/Tory history) 
he was fixated with the SECURITY 
problem, and for this he had some 
recommendations: 'He did National 
Service with the Royal Auxiliary and 
service with the Territorial Army for 
seven years, so he has some insight into 
the armed services'. But this is not all. 
'. .with three penal institutes in his 
constituency, he has some knowledge 
of prison problems. What an 
admirably equipped Direct-Ruler. 

He may not be conditioned to 
accept the political solution — phased 
Irish agreed withdrawal — but he is 
tutored in keeping the natives divided, 
with fake 'Fair Employment' Bills, 
and he is quite ready to impose the 
ages-old military repressions: 'But I 
do believe that the time will come, I 
don't know when, when the terrorists 
will come to realise that they are not 
going to win and that they are 
increasing the amount of hatred foe 
themselves, not only from the 
opposite side of the community, but 
from whichever side of the 
community they happen to come 
form'. 

Attrition! That is the watchword. 
Nevertheless, some people are 

attempting to improve the political 
climate. In the bicentennial yearof the 
French Revolution the Campaign for 
Democracy will be holding a 
residential school in Belfast to flesh 
out folk memories of the United 
Irishmen who were inspired by that 
e /ent. The nation-building ideals of 
those times will be recalled and 
compared and contrasted with those 
of the present-day EC. 

The school, which will be held on 
the week-end 16/17th September, has 
issued a provisional programme: 
'The aims of the French Revolution in 
the context of the EC — Speaker.. 
Jens Peter Bonde, Dan:sh MEP. 
'Constitutional Framework fora New 
Ireland' — Spea'cer... Anthony 
Coughlan, Dublin. 
'The Economics of a New Irish 
Democracy' — Speaker... Anthony 
Moriarity (Economist/Trade Union 
Researcher), Dublin. 
'The United Irishwoman' — 
S p e a k e r . . . F r a n k i e Watson 
(Schoolteacher) Ros common. 
'The all-Ireland Campaign for 
Democracy* — Speaker... Kevin 
McCorry (Solicitor), Belfast. 

The attendance fee is £30 and I 
understand that late applications 
from interested people in Britain will 
sympathetically received. The address 
to write to is: c/o 45 Donegall Street, 
Belfast. 

Bobbie Heatley 
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THE recent political 
successes of the Greens 
in both Britain and 
Ireland have generated 
great enthusiasm among 
supporters, suspicion 
and hostility among 
industrialists, farmers 
and some trade union-
ists. Would organic 
farming on a large scale 

put cheap food out of the 
reach of many working 
class people? Will the 
quantity of food be too 
small to feed people 
under 'green'methods of 
cultivation? Your 
comments are invited on 
these controversial 
points. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

THE IRISH DEMOCRAT P a g e F i v e 

Roy Johnston replies 
to Politicus 

Dear Editor, 
I HOPE this is not too late for the 
September issue, but Politicus in his 
response to my July critique leaves the 
way open for ftirther discussion. 

Firstly, let me introduce a concept 
which was often referred to by 
Desmond Greaves in his lifetime: 
political judo. The idea is that your 
adversary initiates some political 
momentum in some new direction for 
his own purposes, and you. if;you have 
the necessary skill, can sometimes 
divert the momentum in a direction 
which he did not intend, but which 
serves your purpose. 

My July note was intended in this 
spirit. We have had enough Jeremiads 
about the disastrous consequences of 
the EEC, the SEA etc, "and have 
suffered defeat after defeat in resisting 
the political momentum associated 
with it. Let's instead look around for 
something positive that can be done, 
taking advantage of the EC political 
framework, perhaps in a manner 
which its founding father did not 
intend, and go and do it. I was putting 
forward this for consideration on the 
political agenda. If people prefer to go 
around wringing their hands and 
saying O tempora O mores, and 
bewailing the fait accompli, then I 
suggest they are headed for the 
political wilderness. 

Secondly, let me offer a historical 
analogy. After the Act of Union there 
was a period up to about the 1860s, or 
so when the British State was a 
gentleman-amateur affair, a far cry 
from the powerful centralist monster 
we have now. When the organised 
English working class got its act 
together and presented the Charter 
(modelled incidentally on the 
demands of the United Irishmen, and 
with continuity of experience derived 
from the Corresponding Societies of 
the French Revolutionary period), the 
British ruling class was in a weak 
position and got a fright. Had the 
Chartists won through we would have 
seen a second English Republic. There 
was ferment in Wales and Scotland," 
with a national dimension, and of 
course ferment and crisis in Ireland. 

Had these national ferments 
interacted and co-ordinated their 
policies and actions, we would have 
seen the demolition of the embryonic 
British centralist State, and its 
replacement by a democratic 
federation of republics, along the lines 
envisaged by the American and pre-
Terror French democrats. 

The English State survived, learned 
the lessons, and proceeded to build 
the central professional coercive 
apparatus we are familiar with today, 
going on to build the Empire. 

What I am suggesting is that in the 
EC we are in the early stages of its 
consolidation; it may perhaps be 
compared to the Tudor monarchy, 
faced with the task of bringing the 
major earldoms to heel, and seeking 
popularity with the people to this end. 
The earldoms in this case are the 
major central post-imperial States. 
No way can these be identified with 
the 'nation-state* concept of Marxist 
theory. They are shell imperial states, 
with residual imperial aspirations. 
Their 'sovereign right' to oppress their 
residual internal colonies is not a form 
of sovereignty that I feel comfortable 
defending. Are Democrat readers 
expected to cheer on Mrs Thatcher? 

The new European politics is going 
to develop on the basis of the 
convergence of the Left with the 
Greens. The Left no longer has the 
same basis for division, now that the 
USSR has adopted the path of 
democratic reform. The concept of 
the importance of small political units 
is basic tp Green thinking. The main 
obs tac le to th is democrat ic 
convergence (which when it happens 
will be unstoppable) is the Left's 
residual obsession with large 
centralist political units. The 
Democrat, with its Celtic League 
connections, is well placed to , 
introduce the politics of small-nation 
independence to the Left, not only in 
Britain, but generally in the EC. 

Your faithfully, 
Roy Johnston 
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SPECIAL POWERS IN BRITAIN -
"The last 20 years of legal changes in 
Northern Ireland have posed serious 
questions concerning the abuse of 
civil liberties, the normalisation of 
extraordinary powers and possible 
use of the province as a laboratory for 
the introduction of similar measures 
in Britain." INDEPENDENT. . 
COLONIAL LAW - An RUC 
officer who killed Seamus Duffy aged 
15 by firing a plastic bullet at point 
blank range is to be charged with 
murder. N.B. Twenty two members of 
the security forces (in Northern 
Ireland) have been prosecuted for 
killings involving firearms while on 
duty, only two of them have been 
convicted. Private Robert Davidson 
was given a suspended sentei.ee for 
manslaughter. Private Ian Thain was 
released from his life sentence for 
murder after serving two years, three 
months, and allowed to rejoin his 

regiment. This represents an acquittal 
rate of 91 per cent. 

ON HARASSING THE IRISH — 
"You pull their armpit hairs when you 
search them; that gets them going... 
you muck them about as much as 
possible." ON KILLING THE 
DISSIDENTS — "If you can't get a 
good conviction, you get someone 
slotted." Slotted is army slang for 
shot. ON USING CIVILIANS "If I 
was in a doorway talking to someone, 
I'd use that person if I could. It sounds 
quite cold blooded but anything that 
will get in the way of you and the 
possible sniper is a bit of help." From 
the British propaganda film "For 
Queen and Country", Yorkshire 
Television. 

EEC WORK FODDER? — "By the 
end of this century, the baby boom 
generation of the I960's will be 
approaching its mid-life crisis. In its 
wake is an ever dwindling number of 
youngsters entering the labour 
market. Among the members of the 
European Community, only Ireland 
will have more people in the 15-19and 
20-14 age groups in the year 2000 than 
it had in 1985. West Germany's youth 
is set to be almost halved. Irish school-
children would be well advised to 
learn German." From the magazine 
EUROPE. 

POLITICAL SOLUTION - "It is 
dishonest to present IRA violence as 
purely a security problem when it is 
party rooted in social deprivation 
problems of hideous dimensions — 
which is itself rooted in 60 years of 
relentless Unionist discrimination 
against Nationalists. It is absurd to 
waffle about "beating the terrorists" 
as though the contest were taking 
place on some battlefield isolated from 

ROUND AND ABOUT 
The contemporary political scene — our reporter 
Michael Scanlon questions the editor 

M.S. Now that Cold War is 
over you can drop all talk of world 
imperialism. 

G.C. On the contrary, there are 
many signs that the forces of 
imperialism are not just waiting in 
the wings. The Americans have 
put up a spy satellite with the latest 
technical gimmickry with the 
specific purpose of spying on the 
Soviet Union. Besides the U.S. is 
currently attempting to destabilise 
Vietnam in a diplomatic alliance 
with the Khmer Rouge (famous 
for their massacres ofthousands in 
Cambodia), and China whom the 
U.S. denounce in public for the 
Bejinge killings of unarmed 
civilians. 

M.S. You will admit that the 
days of the nation state are 
over, Many states of Europe are 
clamouring to join the EC and 
give up their nation state status. 

G.C. On the contrary, as was 
said in the sixties, the twentieth 
century is the century of national 
independence. You only have to 
r e m e m b e r t he n u m b e r of 
countries which have broken 
away from the British and French 
Empires . China ga ined in-
dependence from Japan, Vietnam 
from France and later the U.S., 
Cuba and Nicaragua from the 
U.S.. The prison house which the 
EC will turn out to be as far 
ordinary peoples' aspirations are 
concerned will generate great 
popular movements for a return 
to national democracy. 

M.S. To turn to Irish politics 
don't you think that the media 
attention to the anniversary of 
troops arriving in Northern 
Ireland on I4th August, 1969, 
shows a serious concern about the 
problem. 

G.C. It reminds me rather of 
the barrages they used to put up in 
the First World War before troops 
went over the top, to distract the 
other side from what the real 
intention was, exept in this case 
the only intention is to carry on as 
before. Most commentators have 
studiously avoided the issue which 
is that Britain is still occupying 
Ireland illegally, and is using 
deception and force to stay there. 
There was a glimmer of light in 
some comments. For instance 
Colonel Doyle in the Irish Times 
said that "the statement that the 
British had no military interest in 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d was too 
s w e e p i n g . " E l s e w h e r e he 
indicated that the neutrality of the 
British soldier in the conflict was a 
myth. 

M.S. What did you think of 
Robert Maxwell's call for a 
s u d d e n , w i t h o u t w a r n i n g 
withdrawal to concentrate minds 
on both sides? 

G.C. I thought it was an 
attempt to represent the Alf 
Garnets of England who want to 
be shut of the problem but who 
don't want to leave in a 
responsible way. Maxwell knows 
perfectly well Britain is there for 

strategic reasons on behalf of 
NATO. Its rather like the activity 
of a circus clown who can only 
entertain but cannot make serious 
proposals. 

M.S. Mr G a l l o w a y M P ' s 
suggestion for EC troops appears 
to be a way out of the present 
impasse? 

G.C. I don't think anyone 
based in England, Scotland or 
Wales has the right to propose 
that other troops should occupy 
I r e l a n d . Especia l ly as Mr 
Galloway is claiming to speak or. 
behalf of Time To Go, he should 
concentrate on the mechanics o( 
withdrawal which will cause the 
least dislocation to any section of 
the Irish people. 

M.S. Do you consider the 
rejection of Time To Go to at the 
TGWU Conference a serious 
setback? 

G.C. It was not entirely 
unexpected. Mr John Freemar. 
built up his reputation many years 
ago as an apologist for unionism 
The majority of the ten thousand 
Time To Go demonstrators in 
Finsbury Rark on August 12th were 
trade unionists. The TGWU 
declared for unilaterism despite 
the fact that there are many trade 
unionists in the a r m a m e n t 
industries. Many trade unionists 
are also becoming dubious about 
nuclear power. In the same way 
the battle will be won to get them 
to support Irish unity and 
independence. 

The highest hopes of Heseltine 
Michael Heseltine: The Chal-
lenge of Europe - Can Britain 
Win? Weidenfeld & Nicolson: 
£14.95. 
ONE of the aspiring successors to 
Mrs Thatcher, when she is 
eventually thrown to the wolves 
by the Tory party, is Mr Heseltine. 
His case for Britain winning in 
Europe is interesting and needs to 
be studied carefully. Readers of 
the 'Democrat ' will spot several 
classic mistakes made on the 
national question. These go along 
with c u r r e n t a t t e m p t s by 
academics and politicians to 
distort history and make out there 
is a c o m m o n E u r o p e a n 
inheritance. Having made this 
case they go on to justify why 
Europe should be united and the 
nation state done away with by 
"enhanced but shared sover-
eignty." 

For instance: "The English, 
Scots, Welsh and Irish are 
descended f rom con t inen ta l 
Europeans — Celts, Anglo-
Saxons and Danes. The Romans 
imposed an initial unity which 
brought us within the European 
civilisation of imperial Rome . . . " 
History books of the past showed 
a dreadful extremity of poverty and 
hopelessness." Dervla Murphy 
writing in the INDEPENDENT. 

NEO-COLONIAL1SM — Despite 
receiving over £ 126 million the 10,000 
strong ySA financed Nicaraguan 
Contra army is being disbanded. The 
leaders of the Contra's will receive 
political asylum in Miami the rest will 
await their fate. President Bush is now 
expected to "buy" internal opposition 
parties to oust the socialist 
government led by President Daniel 
Ortega. 

clearly that north of Hadrian's 
Wall, Wales and Ireland were in fact 
never part of imperial Rome. This 
empire did not emcompass vast 
areas of what is now the continent 
of Europe. Scandinavia, most of 
Germany and eastern Europe 
were never part of the Roman 
empire. 

Mr Heseltine is trying to sit 
astride two horses going in 
opposite directions by riding the 
nation state and calling for 
Europe to be a superstate where 
nation states will not exist as we 
know them. There is even a 

contradiction in the title! Where 
did the six counties and the UK go 
to enable Britain alone to win? 

The penultimate chapter had 
the heading, Defence: The First 
Responsibility. In the final line of 
this chapter the former defence 
minister clarified a great deal 
when he says " . . . our commit-
ment to European defence is 
inseparable from our commit-
m e n t t o E u r o p e i t s e l f . " 
Meanwhile state propapanda 
saturates people's minds with 
economic mirages of 1992! 

JB 

GOVERNMENT MAKING 
BOTH Labour Party and Workers' 
Party willingness to do a deal with 
Fine Gael in the recently elected Irish 
Dail was referred to by the Fine Gael 
leader Alan Dukes in a recent 
interview. 

Dukes says that he telephoned both 
Labour's Dick Spring and the 
Workers' Party leader Proinsias de 
Rossa to solicit their support for a 
Fine Gael nomination as Ceann 
Comhairle. Spring said: "I can't tell 
you what I'm going to do until I know 
what the Workers' Party is doing." De 
Rossa said that he would telephone 
back. 

When he did, the price for Workers' 
Party co-operation was 40 Fine Gael 
first preference votes for Sean 
Garland, general secretary of the 
Workers' Party, whom they want to 
have elected to the Senate on the 

Industrial and Commercial Panel. In 
return for Dukes' guarantee of those 
40 votes, Mr de Rossa guaranteed a 
vote for Paddy Harte as Ceann 
Comhairle — and 21 first preferences 
for Fine Gael candidates on all the 
other Senate panels. Dukes demurred 
at this, saying that "guaranteed" 
voles in a Senate election were 
difficult to come by, "as everyone lies 
to everyone else." "I know that," 
replied De Rossa, according to 
Dukes, "but we can direct our votes." 

The deal did not come off, but some 
people are suggesting that it indicates 
a willingness by the Workers' Party to 
emulate Labour in doing deals with 
Fine Gael over the coming years, once 
both parties decided to rule out any 
support for Fianne Fail in the new 
Dail, so effectively pushing Haughey 
into the arms of the PDs. 

1992 A STEP BACKWARD FOR DEMOCRACY 
>1 Residential School on the 16/17 September 1 9 8 9 In 
the Ulster Peoples' College, Adelaide Road, Belfast, 
wU explore the way ahead for democratic poffics In a 

New Ireland.' 
Write to: Campaign for Democracy c/o 45 Donegall Street, Belfast 1 
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APRIL OF 1916 
O H , a terrible beauty was born 
Back in April of 1916 
W hen a handful of heroes stood out 
For to fight or to die for the green. 
Oh what pride and what joy fills the heart when we tell 
Of the stand that they made 'gainst the foe, 
Of their courage unflinching mid flame, shot and shell 
In the ruins of the old G.P.O. 

CHORUS: 
Oh Ireland awake from thy slumbers they cried 
To awaken thy soul was a dream 
Of the men who so gallantly fought and who died 
Back in April of 1916. 

They raised up the green, white and gold 
Back in April of 1916; 
And they thought of the heroes of old 
Who gave all for dear Dark Rosaleen; 
When they drilled and they marched and prepared for the fray 
How they hoped and they prayed they would see 
After long years of waiting the dawning of day 
That would set poor old Ireland free. 

CHORUS: 
Oh thev died for our freedom we knew 
Back in April of 1916, 
In this land where their hearts1 blood did flow 
We will e'er keep their memory green 
Let us cherish the freedom they gave us with pride 
And to dear Mother Ireland be true 
Let us work for her glory what e'er may betide 
As we know they would have us do. 

CHORUS: 

Irish Songs 
EDITED BV PATRICK BOND | 

Easy and slow 
'TWAS down by Christchurch that l first met with Annie 
A neat little girl and not a bit shy, 
She told me her father, who came from Dungannon 
Would take her back home in the sweet bye and bye. 

CHORUS: 
And what's it to any man whether or no 
Whether I'm easy or whether I am true 
As l lifted her pettycoat easy and slow 
And I tied up my sleeve for to buckle her shoe. 

We wandered by Thomas Street down to the Liffey 
The sunshine was gone and the evening grew dark, 
Along by Kingsbridge, and begod in a jiffy 
Me arms were around her above in the Park. 
From city or country a girl is a jewel, 
And well made for gripping the most of them are. 
But any young fellow is really a fool 
To be trying the first time to go a bit far. 

Now if ever you go to the town of Dungannon 
You can search till your eyeballs are empty and blind 
Be you lying or walking or sitting or running 
But a girl like Annie you never will find. 

KILLIEBURNE BRAE 
THERE was an old man lived on Killieburne Brae 
Rifle, rifle, tiddy fol day 
Had a curse of a wife for the most of his days 
With a riffle um day, tiffledum day, riffleum tiffleum doodlumday. 
One day as this man he walked out in the glen 
He met with the divil, says "how are ye then?" 
The divil he says "I have come for your wife 
For I hear she's the curse and the bane of your life." 
So the divil he hoisted her up on his back 
And away off to Hell with her he did pack. 
When when at last they came to Hell's gate 
She lifted her stick and she battered his pate. 
There were two little divils there tied up in chains 
She lifted her stick and she scattered their brains. 
There were two other divils there roaring like bulls 
She lifted her stick and she shattered their skulls. 
There were two other divils a-playing at ball 
She lifted her stick and she battered them all. 
So the divil he hoisted her up on his back 
They were seven years going and eight coming back. 
And when they came back to Killieburne Brae, 
Well the divil he capered and shouted hooray. 
Says he "here's your wife back safe and well 
For the likes of herself we would not have in Hell." 
Which proves that the women are worse than the men 
When they went down to Hell they were threw out again. 

Apologies to all the ladies! If uu believe the song you 'd believe anything! 

REV J. BRACKEN 

THE WIND THAT 
SHAKES THE 

BARLEY 
( A song of ninety-eight) 

I SAT within the valley green, 
I sat me with my true love, 

My sad heart stro.. the two between, 
The old love and the new love; 

The old for her, the new that made 
Me think on Ireland dearly; 

While soft the w ind blew down the glade 
And shook the golden barley. 

'Twas hard the mournful words to 
frame. 

To break the ties that bound us, 
'Twas harder still to bear the shame 

Of foreign chains around us; 
And so I said "The mountain glen 

I'll seek next morning early" 
"And join the brave United men"; 

While soft winds shook the barley. 
While sad 1 kissed away her tears, 

My arms around her flinging, 
The foeman's shot burst on our ears, 

From out the wild wood ringing. 
The bullet pierced my true love's side, 

In life's young spring so early, 
And there upon my breast she died, 

While soft winds shook the barley. 

1 bore her to the wild wood screen; 
And many a summer blossom 

1 placed, with branches soft and green, 
Above her gore-stained bosom: 

I wept and kissed her pale pale cheek, 
Then rushed o'er vale and farlea, 

My vengeance on the foe to wreak, 
While soft winds shook the barley. 

And blood for blood, without remorse, 
I've taken at Oulart Hollow, 

While mourners placed my true love's 
corpse 

Where I full soon will follow; 
Around her grave I wander drear. 

Noon, night and morning early, 
With breaking heart whene'er I hear 

The wind that shakes the barley. 

THE JUG OF 
PUNCH 

'TWAS very early in the month of June 
As 1 was sitting in my room, 
A bird sang from an ivy bunch, 
And the song he sang was "A Jug of 

Punch". 

CHORUS: 
Tooralooraloo, tooralooraloo 
And the song he sang was 

"A Jug of Punch". 
What more diversion can a man desire, 
Than to be seated by a snug coal-fire, 
Upon his knee a pretty wench, aye, 
And on the table a Jug of Punch. 
If I were sick and very bad, 
And was not able to go or stand 
I would not think it all amiss 
To pledge my shoes for a Jug of Punch. 
The doctor fails, with all his art, 
To cure an impression on the heart; 
But if life was gone - aye, within 

an inch. 
What would bring it back like a Jug 

of Punch? 
Now you jovial topers, as you pass by, 
If you are thirsty stop in and try, 
And with your sweethearts never flinch 
To dip your bills in a Jug of Punch. 

THE REASON I LEFT 
MULLINGAR 

1 WALKED through the city a stranger 
In the land I can never call home 
1 cast a sad notion across me 
In search of my fortune to roam. 
I'm weary of working and drinking 
And a week's wages left in the bar 
And God, it's a shame for to use a friend's name 
Just to beg for the price of a jar. 

CHORUS: 
1 remember that bright April morning 
When I left home to travel afar 
But to work till you're dead 
For one room and a bed 
That's not the reason I left Mullingar. 

Ah, this London's a city of heartbreak -
On a Friday there's friends by the score 
Ah, but when the pay's finished on Monday 
A friend's not a friend anymore. 
The working day seems never ending, 
From a shovel and pick there's no break, 
And when you're not working you're spending 
That forture you left home to make. 
And for every man here that finds fortune 
And goes home to tell of the tale, 
Each morning the Broadway is crowded 
With many's the thousands who failed, 
So young men of Ireland take warning 
In London you never will find 
That gold at the end of the rainbow 
You might just have left it behind. 

THE BONNY BOY 
"OH father, dear father, you've done what's very wrong 
To marry me to this bonny boy, he being so very young; 
For he is only fifteen years and I am twenty-one -
Oh the bonny boy is young and still growing." 
"Oh daughter, dear daughter, I did not do yon wrong. 
To marry you to this bonny boy although he is young, 
For he will be a match for you when I am dead and gone -
Oh, the bonny boy is young, but he's growing." 
"Oh father, dear father, I tell you what we'll do 
We'll send my love to college for another year or two. 
And all around his bonnet we will tie a ribbon blue 
To show the ladies that he is married." 
Oh a year it went by and I passed the college wall 
And saw the young collegians a-playing at the ball 
I saw my love amongst them, the fairest of them all 
Oh the bonny boy was young and still growing." 
Oh, at the age of fifteen he was a married man 
And at the age of sixteen the father of a son 
And at the age of seventeen o're his grave the grass grew green: 
Cruel death had put an end to his growing. 

PAT MURPHY'S MEADOW 
THE autumn winds are here again and the night winds chilly grow, 
The woodland turns to golden hue and the harvest moon's aglow 
To hear again of days long past to come no more, I know 
When I mowed Pat Murphy's meadow in the sunny long ago. 
I see again the ocean and the distant sails afar 
As the maiden in the meadow strikes up "Dark Lough na Gar" 
There was music soft and tender in the winds that whisper low, 
When I mowed Pat Murphy's meadow in the sunny long ago. 
Where are the happy boys and girls who danced the gay quadrille, 
Or the singer who warbled sweetly "The Burning Granite MUl"? 
To hear again at sunset "Where Sweet Afton Waters Flow" 
When I mowed Pat Murphy's meadow in the sunny long ago. 
Those days are but a memory lik* the snows of yesteryear, 
And when evening shades are falling, all alone I shed a tear, 
On my cheek I feel the soft touch of die winds that whisper low 
When I mowed Pat Murphy's meadow in the sunny long ago. 
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Our tight for nationhood 
sustains and energises us 

People's history 

Desmond Fennell, THE 
REVISION OF IRISH 
NA TIONALISM. Open Air, 
Dublin, tm, £4.95punts. 
REVISIONISM is the historiography 
of the Irish counter-revolution, says 
political philosopher and writer 
Desmond Fennell in this little book, 

course of events, especially over the 
last century and a half, with the help 
occasionally of new minor facts, or a 
new treatment of already known 
minor facts. "More precisely," says 
Fennell, "it is a new allocation, with 
regard to known major facts and the 
general course of events, of lightness 
and wrongness as between the ideas 
and actions of the Irish and the 

which is one of the most important "««"«»* a n d «tions of the British 
intellectual statements to come out of a n d W Ulster Unionists. 
present-day Ireland. 

History gives meaning to people's 
lives by explaining to them their past, 
which made them what they are. It is 
essential that a national past be seen 
as worthwhile and meaningful if a 
people are to have self-respect and 
collective self-confidence in the 
present. Traditional Irish history-
writing was nationalist. It presented 
Ireland's political history as the story 
of how the Irish were invaded, 
conquered and dispossessed by the 
English and how they struggled in 
successive efforts over the centuries to 
undo the Conquest and, in the 
modern period, to establish an 
independent nation-State which 
would enable them to take their place 
on a footing of equality with other 
nations and peoples who also lived in 
nation-States. 

Revisionist Irish history-writing, by 
contrast, points to the conclusion that 
the struggle to establish a united 
independent Irish State was largely 
futile, that England's involvement in 
Ireland was basically well-
intentioned, even if mafked at time by 
lapses and bungling, and that we 
should nowadays accept the 
dominance of our culture and public 
policy by foreigners, whether 
England, America or the EEC. 

Irish historical revisionism is not, 
primarily, the presentation of new 
facts about the past, which is of course 
always desirable. Nor again, as some 
revisionists would have us believe, is it 
the refutation of factually false 
historical "myths". Primarily it is a 
new moral interpretation of the 
known major facte and the general 

Such revisionist history is written 
by professors ij} universities. It is 
popularised by anti-national elements 
in press and television and taught to 
young people in school textbooks. 

"Anti-Nationalist re-
visionism promotes 
collective discourage-
ment, national disinte-
gration and provincial 
decline." 

Fennell shows that, far from being 
politically value-free as it pretends to 
be, it has arisen to serve the history 
needs of Ireland's present political 
Establishment, who have abandoned 
the struggle for an independent united 
Ireland and who accept, and need to 
justify, their status as clients of 
transitional capital and the EEC. He 
shows, by quoting their own words, 
how revisionist historians such as 

:i< Profepsofs Ronan Fanning and Roy 
Foster, who like to present themselves 
as objective and impartial, are 
essentially apologists for the Irish 
political and economic Establish-
ment. They belong in effect to that 
social group whom Karl Marx once 
vividly described as "the hired 
intellectual prize-fighters of the 
bourgeoisie". They are engaged in 
manufacturing a modern version of 
the 19th century liberal unionist 
history which sought to justify 
England's continued interference in 
Ireland. In rejecting Irish nationalism 

they are not rejecting nationalism per 
se, but are effectively apologists for 
English nationalism, or ^t least its 
imperialist variant. 

Fennell says: "Anti-nationalist 
revisionism abandons, and cuts us off 
from, the only intellectual tradition 
and threat of continuous meaning 
that runs through our modern history. 
It promotes collective discourage-
ment, national dHtntcpiUon and 
provincial decline". It is therefore 
positively harmful to the public good 
and to public morale, for it is 
necessary for a people's self-respect 
that they have a positive image of 
themselves and their national past. 

Two criticisms this reviewer would 
make. There is surely no such thing as 
a "British nation", a term Desmond 
Fennell sometimes uses. It hardly 
advances understanding of the 
political schizophrenia of Ulster 
Unionists to define them as "Ulster 
British" in order to contrast them 
with the Nationalist "Ulster Irish". 
And our author scarcely refers to 
social class. His account of modern 
Irish development would surely gain 
in richness if it paid more attention to 
the different attitudes to nationalism 
and imperialism of the different 
classes which constitute the nation-
capitalists, farmers, workers and so 
on. When Connolly spoke of "the 
reconquest of Ireland by its people" 
he had a much grander conception in 
mind than the establishment of an 
Irish State, crucial though the coming • 
into being and maintenance of such a 
state was to its realisation. 

Desmond Fennell's book , 
especially its last two chapters, shows 
that Irish intellectuals who uphold 
democratic rather than imperialist 
values are at last fightigback. Anyone 
interested in Irish history or 
concerned about how the Irish today 
see themselves and their future will 
find it worthwhile spending £4 or so 
for these two brilliant articles, which 
are bound to have a lot of influence. 
Organisers of Irish Studies courses, 
please note! 

A.C. 

THE POLITICS OF 
HOPE, THE ORIGINS OF 
SOCIALISM IN BRITAIN 
1880-1914. Edited by 
Edmund and Ruth Frow 
(Pluto Press £14.95). 
RUTH and Edmund are respected 
worldwide for their efforts over thirty 
years, often in the face of official and 
academic indifference, to preserve 
and popularise the history of working 
people. They established the Working 
Class Movement Library in their own 
home in Old Trafford and amassed a 
vast coUaction of books, pamphlets, 
prM£ ftofttry, banners, emblems and 
much more which can illuminate the 
radical history of the past two 
centuries . They have given 
encouragement, good advice, cups of 
tea and Ruth's famous buns to 
countless researchers. 

Just when it seemed that the house 
was about to burst its seams Salford 
Council stepped in and swept the 
collection (along with Rpth and 
Edmund) off to a new and larger home 
with full-time staff and much greater 
access for the public. 

The Library has a good Irish 
section in the form of the T. A. 
Jaclrson collection. These books were 
collected by his daughter Stella. This 
section will become even more 
comprehensive this summer when 
some of the late Desmond Greaves' 
collection is to be added. 

Ruth and Edmund's latest book 
bringr together fourteen classic 
Socialist pamphlets written between 
1883 and 1908. It was a period of great 
social and political ferment. 
Numerous socialist groups sprang up 
and spread the word by means of 

cheap pamphlets. This collection 
includes many of the great names 
including H. G. Wells, Annie Besant, 
Robert Blatchford, Henry Hyndman, 
Tom Mann and William Morris. 

Of particular interest to Irish 
readers are two pamphlets written by 
George Bernard Shaw and James 
Connolly. By upbringing, tempera-
ment and career it would be hard to 
imagine two more different men yet 
both called themselves socialist. One 
wonders what they thought of each 
other. 

Lenin described Shaw as "a good 
man (alien among Fabians". The 
Fabian Society believed »« 
evolutionary, not revolutionary 
socialism. Shaw joined in September 
1884, wrote many of their early 
pamphlets and spoke at countless 
meetings up and down the country oni# 
their behalf. This short pamphlet 
appeared as Fabian Tract No. 13 in 
1890 and is entitled "What Socialism 
Is". 

Connolly's pamphlet "Socialism 
Made Easy" appeared in America in 
1909. He spent seven years there 
between 1975 and 1910 before 
returning to Ireland. He was one of 
the founder members of the Industrial 
Workers of the World or "Wobblies" 
as they became known. 

They advocated strikes as the most 
effective way of achieving socialism. 
The pamphlet was not published in 
Britain until after Connolly'sdeath by 
the Scottish Labour Party in 
Edinburgh, his birthplace. 

Ruth and Edmund have written a 
general introduction to the collection 
and a short biography of each writer. 
The book will be of great interest to 
those wishing to know more about the 
origins of socialism. 

TWENTY YEARS TOO LONG 
THE Scottish TUC's backing of the 
Time To Go charter is a big 
breakthrough. Because of the advance 
of 'he Scots national movement in 
recent years, opinion in Scotland 
nowadays is much more sympathetic 
than it used to be to the right of the 
Irish to national reunification. More 
sceptical too of London's pretence 
that it holds on in Ireland for the sake 
of Irish bright blue eyes. 

It shows what patient work on the 
ground can do, by Irish people and 

LAWYERS, politicians, actors, writers 
and civil rights groups are calling on the 
British Government to lift the restrictions 
on the broadcasting of Irish affairs 
imposed by Home Secretary Douglas 
Hurd last year. 

Playwright Harold Pinter, writer 
Germaine Greer, actors Connie Booth, 
Cyril Cusack and Tom Watt, historian 
Christopher Hill and publisher Carmen 
Callil are among the sponsore of the 
Petition Against the Broadcasting Ban on 
Ireland launched this week. (See list of 
initial signatories). 

The Petition describes the ban as "a 
serious violation of the right to freedom of 
speech," and says that "censorship of the 
mass media is the tool of the dictator not 
the democrat." It will be handed hi to 10 
Downing Street on Thursday, 19th 
October, the first anniversary of the ban. 

> The ban forbids "actuality" broadcasts 
of members of 11 Irish organisations and 
the use of any contemporary or historical 
material which the authorities consider 
might be sympathetic to republican and 
loyalist groups. Elected representatives of 
a legal political party, Sinn Fein.ihctodtog 
its President Gerry Adams MP, are baited 
from speaking live on radio and TV. There 
has been widespread condemnation of the 
restrictions, from prominent Tory 
backbenchers, BBC, Channel 4 and ITV 
managers, all the media unions, most 
national newspapers, and many overseas 
commentators. _ _ 

Broadcasters have been issued with 
conflicting interpretations df the bid's 
scope. It has been used (o prevent a C4 
screening of award-winning film "Mother 

Ireland"; air-play of 
8 Pogues song 

asserting the innocence of six people jailed 
for the Birmingham bombings; interviews 
with relatives of four people jailed in 197S 
for the Guildford pub bombings; and 
unedited repeats of history series such as 
Thames TVs "The Troubles". 

"This act of political censorship has 
sullied the independence and reputation of 
British broadcasters at home and abroad", 
says CPBF Chair Tony Lennon. "It has 
made the broadcaster's job more difficult 
in an area of conflict, encourages self-
censorship, and wrecks the chance of open 
political debate to resolve the conflict in 
the north of Ireland. The Petition reaffirms 
freedom of speech and the public's right to 
know." 

The CPBF is particularly concerned that 
the ban may be incorporated in new 
broadcasting legislation planned for this 
autumn. 

Copies oT the Petition can be obtained 
by sending a stamped addressed envelope 
to CPBF, 9 Poland Street, London WIV 
3DG. 

An Irish language version is available on 
request. 

-41 -j ... 
Signatories include; 
Acton and entertainers: Connie Booth, 

Charlotte CornweU, Cyril 
i, Tom Watt. 
Conrad Atkinson, 

petition launched 
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Peter Berresford Ellis. 

Michael Farrell, Christopher Hill, Sheila. 
Rowbotham. 

Individuals: Pat Arrowsmith, Carmen 
Callil (publisher), Jeff Cohen (director. 
Fairness ft Accuracy in Reporting, New 
York), Steve Dawe (Green Party 
International Committee), Chris Dunkley 
(critic & broadcaster), Jacob Ecclestone 
(Deputy General Secretary NUJ), Tony 
Hearn (General Secretary, BETA), Cllr 
Sharon Lawrence (Haringey), Tony 
Lennon (Vice-President, BETA), Roy 
Lockett (Deputy General Secretary, 
ACTT), Alan Sapper (General Secretary, 
ACTT), Philip Spender (Index on 
Censorship), Hilary Wainwright, Barbara 
Gunnell ft Scarlett McGuin (former joint 
NUJ Presidents). Cllr Richard Stanton 
(Brighton), Marta Wohrle (Editor, 
Broadcast). 

Lawyers: Lord Gilford QC, Sibgat 
Kadri QC, Ian MacDonald QC, Michael 
Mansfield QC. Stephen Sedlty QC. 

MEPb: Christine Crawley (Birmingham 
E), Michael Hindley (Lancashire B). 
Carole Tongue (London E). 

MPs: Tony Banks (Newham NE), Tony 
Benn (Chesterfield), Sydney Bidwell 
(Ealing Southall), Paul Boatang (Brent 
South), Ron Brown (Leith), Dale 
Campbell-Savours (Workington), Demds 
Canavan (Falkirk WJ, Bob Clay 
(Sunderland N), Harry 
Jeremy Corbyn (Islington I 
(Bradford S), Maria 
Msryllin), George Galk 
Hillhead), Beraie Grant (To 
tMngftoflfc (Brent EV" ___ _ __. 
(Halifax). Chris Mullln (Sunderland S), 
Bob Parry (Liverpoot Riverside), DtWn 

Primarolo (Bristol S). Clare Short 
(Birmingham Ladywood), Dennis Skinner 
(BolsoverK Andrew Smth (Oxford E). 
Chris Smith (Islington S & Finsbury), 
Clive Soley (Hammersmith), Audrey Wise 
(Preston). 

Organisations: Campaign for Press & 
Broadcasting Freedom, Channel 4 
Campaign Group, Information on 
Ireland, Liberty (NCCL), Socialist 
Society, Third World First. 

Poets ft playwrights: John Arden, 
Caryl! Churchill, Margaretta D'Arcy, 
Dick Edwards, Trevor Griffiths, Michael 
Horovitz. Adrian Mitchell, Harold Pinter, 
Alan Plater. 

Trades unions: Broadcasting & 
Entertainments Trades Alliance (BETA), 
National Union of Journalists. 
Hammersmith ft Fulham Trades Council, 
London Freelance NUJ Branch,Guardian 
NUJ Chapel. 

For mote information contact: 
Mfce Jwpioa; It 437 27*5 

Liz Curtis: II M2 4195 (after 3 pen) 

( U y r o o ) , 
BobCryer 

I ORGANISER 
I IT ls with great pleasure we 
I aMMMMce the appataiaaat of 
I Conor Foley as National Ml-
I tkm organiser for tb> Connolly 
1 AMMftMott* His duties begin 
f (Htm fl^yfffffcff ft! Pfcoto 
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Scottish friends of Ireland, to win over 
opinion in such a broad and 
representative organisation. And it 
shows the work that still needs to be 
done in the wider fields of England. 

There is no force within Ireland 
strong enough to induce the British 
Goverment to change its policy from 
one of staying on there to one of 
getting out and handing over control 
to an Irish Government, representa-
tive of the Irish majority. Not ail the 
IRA's bombs and bullets, even if they 
were to be doubled and trebled and 
doubled and trebled again, would be 
strong enough to force the hand of the 
British Government. The IRA itself 
now clearly recognise this and have 
said as much. For after 20 years of the 
"armed struggle" the British 
Government's will to stay on seems as 
firm as ever. Britain is a nuclear power 
after all, stuffed from end to end with 
bases and armaments ready for World 
War 3. Belfast's casualty figures are 
trivial in face of that. The troubles 
there give the British Army useful 
combat experience after ail. 

ALLIES NEEDED 
Which is why the Irish national 

movement needs allies. The only force 
strong enough to change British 
Government policy is organised 
public opinion inside Britain. And the 
main pJace that opinion can be 
influenced and organised to fight 
Partition is within the organisations of 
the trade union movement such as the 
Scottish TUC. Getting the TUC in 
England to bock Time To Go will be a 
harder task. Yet the same methods of 
constant explaining, lobbying and 
persuading can do that too. Which is 
why Irish people in Britain should Ik 
active in their trade unions whenever 
they can, in their personal economic 
interest as well as for the sake of their 
own country. 

The Connolly Association and IriaE 
Democrat said this 30 years ago wher 
wit feunchod the idea of a civil fights 
campaign as die way to break Mr 
Unionist powtfr-hold in the Sin 
opfejjfc1' " 
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Cessation of monitoring — prelude to pollution 
CHEMICAL THREAT 

THE tact that Cork Harbour is 
popular with the chemical 
industry does not mean that the 
chemical industries are popular 
with the people. This was evident 
when Yougha l ' s golf links 
underwent three hours of protest 
and verbal confrontation over the 
proposed £30m pharmaceutical 
plant at Killeagh, East Cork. The 
US Company's management team 
m Ireland, headed by General 
Manager John Oberlatz ran into a 
stormy reception. 

Protesters, members of the East 
Cork Concerned Citizens Group, 
carrying banners and placards 
leered the Merrell Dow executives 
and their guests. One banner read 
"Chemical factories kill, keep East 
Cork green", while another 
proclaimed "No welcome for 
Merrell Dow in Youghal,go back 
home". As the cars drove past 
abuse was hurled. One protester 
shouted at Merrell Dow Director 
of Human Resources, Gerry 
O'Malley " F.... off you moron". 
However p ro te s t e r s ' spokes-
person Nicholas Loughnane said 
that, while the Concerned Citizens 
Group would regret the use ot 
i n t e m p e r a t e l a n g u a g e , the 
outburst "only highlighted the 
depth of feeling" among the 
majority of the people of East 
Cork and West Waterford about 
the Merrell Dow decision to locate 
in "so environmentally insensitive 
an area as Killeagh". "I can only 
hope that the intemperance will in 
future be confined to language" 
he added. 

Mr Loughnane described the 
protest as " token". They felt it 
only right that they should let Mr 
Oberlatz and the other executives 
know how deep feelings were 
against the proposal. 

In another incident Merrell 
Dow executive, Tom Kennedy, 
bad his golfing shoes thrown away 
as he was taking them from his 
car. The company had planned to 
round off the day with an official 
polf competition, but it was 

decided not to go ahead with it. 
Later Merrell Dow said the 
c o m p e t i t i o n was c a n c e l l e d 
because there "were too many 
people around the course, and 
they wanted to ensure that no one 
would be hur t" . The pollution 
threat posed by the proposed 
Merrell Dow plant far outweighed 
the "handful of jobs and dollars" 
b e n e f i t to Eas t Cork the 
Womanagh Valley Protection 
Association insisted. 

FAMILIES IN DANGER 
The Association — vociferous 

opponents of the plant — said 
they were determined to keep the 
Kilfeagh area free from pollution. 
"We are not interested in 
pointlessly exposing our families 
to danger". The Association said 
Merrel l Dow had " p a t r o n -
isingly" talked about improving 
the quality of life. "What can they 
mean? What can they offer that 
will improve our already good 
quality of life?" 

The Association challenged the 
Company's assertion that their 
proposal was supported without 
reservation at all Government 
levels. Several official and semi-
official bodies have declared their 
objection to the project. These 
include the Department of the 
Marine, Bord Failte and the 
S o u t h e r n F i s h e r i e s B o a r d . 
Significantly at a local level, 
Youghal Urban Council had 
v o t e d aga in s t any f u r t h e r 
expansion of the pharmaceutical 
industry in East Cork. 

T h e r e was a very h igh 
attendance at public meetings, as 
the campaign intensified, at 
Killeagh, Gortroe, Inch and 
Ballycotten. Mr Flor Harnedy of 
the Irish Farmers' Organisation, 
who helped organise the meetings, 
said that there were two main 
dangers from the manufacturing 
plants. . . the effluent to be 
discharged into the Womanagh 
River, and the waste to be 
discharged into the atmosphere 
from the plant stacks. Local 
farmers and food processors, who 

give employment, are within their 
rights in opposing this plant that 
would damage their operation, or 
indeed Ireland's food production 
image abroad, as the land in East 
Cork is the most fertile in 
Munster. 

WASTE INCINERATOR 
Prior to the General Election 

Mr Haughey promised that the 
project would not go ahead unless 
all parties, including the local 
residents, were satisfied that the 
health and safey of the people 
would be protected. One of the 
groups who oppose the plant — 
Frank Motherway whose eleven 
acre dairy farm adjoines the 
Merrell Dow site — claimed that if 
the plant went ahead, twenty years 
work on his farm would "go down 
the drain. I would have to 
consider pulling out of the area. 
My cows, would be grazing 200 
yards from a toxic incinerator. I 
would fear for the health of my 
family." 

The position of Cork Harbour 
with all these chemical plants, 
which are now out of control to 
such an extent that Penn 
Chemicals, Carrabinny, Carriga-
line were fined £1,000 with £50 
costs by Justice B. Carroll for 
failing to notify Cork County 
Council of an incident at their 
plant likely to cause air pollution 

on C^ember 30th last during the 
New Year I.oliday period. 

Also we had Angus Fine 
Chemicals Ltd, Loughbeg, 
Rinaskiddy facing four charges 
under Section 24 of the Air 
Pollution Act, which states that 
the Company caused orpermitted 
an emission from its factory in 
such quantity and in such a 
manner to be a nuisance of four 
different dates — December 15th 
and 16th, January 7th and 
February 8th. The fifth offence 
occurred on January 31st. The 
company is being charged under 
Section 31, that it failed to notify 
the local authority of the 
occurence of the incidence likely 
to cause air pollution. 

ASTHMA INCREASE 
Two Crosshaven doctors, John 

and Mary Dunphy, alarmed at the 
increase in the number of young 
patients which is on the increase 
suffering from asthma attacks, 
have embarked on a study to 
measure the basic health of the 
community in the harbour area. 
F a m i l i e s in C r o s s h a v e n , 
Carrigaline, Passage, Mahon, 
Little Island and Rushbrooke are 
presently filling in a detailed 
medical questionnaire, whose aim 
is to compare the health status of 
the area with that of other areas in 
this country and abroad. 

The 20 page questionnaire was 
designed by a Canadian cancer 
research scientist, Dr Rosalie 
Bertell, and has already been used 
in C a n a d a , N o r w a y and 
Australia. The family doctor team 
suspects that chemical pollutants 
over Cork Harhour piaji be 
causing a variety of respiratory 
problems and as well — rare 
tumors. 

Dr John Dunphy remarked: 
"The World Health Organisation 
says that 80% of all cancers are 
C a u s e d by e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
conditions. The survey will help to 
establish if the type of health 
problems we are encountering are 
related to air pollution. Dr 
Dunphy complains that the 
secrecy surrounding the standards 

used by Cork County Council 
atmospheric monitors, and the 
doctors are not kept informed of 
the levels of air and water 
pollution. 

LEAD MEASUREMENTS 
SUSPENI 
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Referring to the Bhopal 
Disaster, he said that lives were 
needlessly lost because doctors 
were left in the dark about the 
chemical activities of the US 
owned plant. He complains that 
for the past three years lead 
measurements, as a source of 
pollution, have been suspended 
in the Cork Regional Hospital 
because the new machine that is 
required cost £20,000 and the 
hospital cannot afford it. 

The doctor pointed out that 
health surveys of the type he and 
his helpers are doing should be the 
responsibility of public health 
authorities. He does say with 
regard to more chemical factories 
located in the Harbour, bis 
opinion was that there should be 
an embargo until those that are 
there already are adequately 
monitored for their pollution. He 
will not accept the equation that 
the arrival of chemical plants 
equal plenty of jobs. In fact he 
says so sophisticated are the 
chemical plants that, once 
established, they expand and 
actually reduce the workforce. 

Some years ago a plant in 
Ringaskiddy was employing a 
thousand people, but even though 
the factory is now much, bigger, 
advanced technology has-led to a 
reduction of the workforce by a 
third. In other words, the doctor 
argues, a more accurate equation 
might be that the higher level of 
pollution, the smaller the number 
of jobs. He deplores the lapk of 
research into the link between 
health and pollution, arguing 
that, as matters stand, local 
authorities do not have the 
expertise to deal with the 
advanced technologies coming 
from the US and elsewhere. 

From "Irish Democrat" 20 years ago 
SEPTEMBER 1969 

THE terrible curse of British 
imperialism. 

r W h o are t o b l a m e lor the attempt to 
obliterate the Catho l i c populat ion of 
Belfast'7 

S o m e will say "the Paisleyites, B-
men. and R U C . " 

Bui w h o is t o blame for the 
Paislcyites. B - m e n , and R U C ? 
. There can o n l y be one answer 

Thai answer is British imperial ism, 
ihe greatest curse in Western Europe. 

In 1921 England partit ioned 
Ireland. In order to hold the six 

c o u n t i e s the Lloyd George 
government introduced the Special 
Constabulary. It was not Stormont 
that introduced it, it was England. 

The Special Powers Act is merely 
the re-enactment of the British 
"restoration of Order in Ireland Act" 
which lapsed when the Free State was 
started. 

It was England who made the first 
gerrymander in Derry in the 'eighties. 
It was England who started favouring 
the Protestant areas against the 
Catholic areas. 

It was England who picked the 
members of the first government in 
the six counties. They were not 
elected. England subsidised them. 
England protected them. 

And linally, when the rulers of the 
six counties began one of the most 
appalling attempts at genocide 
Western Europe has seen since Hitler, 
then and then only, and to keep the 
United Nations out, did Britain send 
in troops. 

Britain's policy in Ireland is based 
on imperialism, on the attempt to 
dominate Ireland by dividing her, and 
to suck her economic wealth and 
manpower. 

No Irishman will confuse Britiah 
imperialism with the British people. 
But the Irish people are entitled to say 
to the British that it is time they came 
to grips with this monster they are 
harbouring amongst them. 

Desmond Greaves 
THE great art of using English lies in 
the juxtaposition of the Latin and the 
Saxon word, the abstract and the 
concrete as they so often are, while 
remembering that the Saxon is the 
dominant. 

Shoddy management — industry, police, government 
SHODDY wiring caused deaths in the 
train accident at Clapham Junction 
some months ago. Shoddy building 
caused a high rise block of flats in 
Canning Town to collapse some years 
ago. These accidents are due also to 
bad management, the desire to get 
quick results, the desire to cut costs. 
The same thing happens in police 
work When the pblice investigating 
ihe Birmingham bombing in 1974 
found that six Irishmen were setting 
off together to Belfast to attend .a 
funeral of a young man who had 
blown himself up with a bomb they 
thought this was a great opportunity 
to charge them with the horrific 
bombing and get rid of public 
pressure and the anxiety of their 

superiors for quick results. But, ol 
course, these were the wrong men. 

These corrupt and shoddy practices 
did not start with the Birmingham 
Bombings investigation and they do 
not end there as Chief Constable 
Geoffrey Dear has suddenly 
discovered. It is shoddy and corrupt 
government which has decided that 
Mr Dear's investigation shouldnotgo 
back far enough to include the 
Birmingham Bombing investigation. 
The police officers involved and 
undoubtedly members of their 
families know that the Birmingham 
Six are innocent of the charges against 
them. Sooner or later someone is 
bound to start talking. There are too 

many people involved 
permanent ctiver-up. 
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G.C. 

The silliness of people going to 
university "to study politics". What is 
politics? The working out of policy, 
deciding on a course of action to 
achieve an end. What end? That must 
be decided first. The ends of action are 
not to be learned from professors. Of 
all subjects politics is not one wjiich 
can be studied from books but must 
be based on one's own experience. 

So many people lead utterly passive 
lives. In the olden days there was a 
piano and a bookcase in every middle-
class househood, but this has gone 
with television, radio and the motor 
car. People , seek passive entertain-
ment, white simultaneously there ii«n 
explosion of crime; and we are only 
seeing the beginning of It. Hu 

You speak of the revival of German 
power in Western Europe and their 
interference in the Third World. But 
don't forget the villainy of Britain. 
Remember that they have invented 
almost every device of oppression 
thought up by the 20th century. Who 
first invented concentration camps? 
The British in the Boer War. Who first 
thought up "shot while attempting to 
escape"? The British in Ireland. You 
say the Germarts aire now using social 
democracy to subvert the labour 
mbvement in plains like Portugal. But 
who first started that? Aga'in it was the 
British When they set up tame trade 
unions in their forniercolonies before 
leaving them. They miight not be 
strong enoujgh to be as villainous as 
the Germarts any longer, but do not 
think for a mortem ihey would not 
like to be. Ah old skunk smells like a 
skunk just'thfe mVwc'(H)79). -
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beihgs need a purposive intei 
with society. One can debate 
that interaction should be. It might 
even be to make money! B«t wtttn 
there is no interaction, people 
passive and empty, acted upon, not 
acting 

aK the time for the 
thereby smaller 
greater. 

Pr in ted^ Riijile: 

Telephone: 01433-! 


