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Foley said that the event had good 
local support. 

"We have more trade union 

other year, he said. 
Edinburgh Rising Phoenix Flute 

Band led the march, the Bass drum 
sporting the legend "Free Nelson 
Mandela." 

h army is doing in their 
the streets of Northern 

Ir Molloy added; " In this year 
iniversaries, of Bloody Sunday, 
iflth anniversary of sending the 
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Irish exiles mourn 
Donall MacAmhlaigh 

IRISH exiles throughout Britain were 
shocked and saddened to learn of the 
sudden death at 61 of Donall Mac 
Amhlaigh, the most prolific worker-
writer to come out of the massive 
post-war "1950s" generation of 
emigrants to Britain. 

Born in Barna, an Irish-speaking 
area in Co Galway, he spent his school 
days in Kilkenny. He joined the Irish 
army and was based again in Galway. 

there he married his wife 
fM^get from Co- Roscommon, and 
they reared two children. 

He spent the last 30 years of his life 
based in Northampton and working 
"on the buildings" in and around the 
Midlands. He wrote extensively in 
both Irish and English in his spare 
lime and many of his books are 
available in public libraries. 

Ferhaps^it was his unselfishness 
which was the characteristic tfyat 
endeared him most to the <iriB)L 
community. He was foftyer helping, 
guiding and assisting. He was always 
available to discuss his: writings at 
venues far and wide. 

H? often spoke at meetings in 
tendon; and in 1981 addressed a 
major conference on the history of the 
Irish in Britain, where Dubliner 
Donal Mac Craith of Kilburn TGWU 
introduced his namesake and chaired . 

<he bilingual session. - . 
: His input into the fostering of the 
Irish language was immeasurable. He 
worked late into the night, reading, 
writiog and researching. He arose 
eftrly in the mornings to work on the 
building site. 

In addition to the Irish Democrat, 
he regularly contributed to Iceland's 
Own, Irish Post, Irish Press, Sunday 
Press and the Irish language weekly 
newspaper, Anois. His writings won 
him much acclaim and many literary 
awards. 
• His best known book, the 
autobiographical Dialann Deorai 
(Diary of an Irish Navvy), became a 
text book in schools in Ireland. It is a 
Remarkable and rare insight into the 
life of an Irish building worker in 
England. I 

Despite his success in the world of 
titefkivtie, the royalties .were 
insufficient to maintain ' tt family 
home. In life this saddened the man 
whose first love after his family was 
the pen.:He was dedicated to both. 

He was a modest man who" Was shy 
in discussing his literary suifittts with 
fellow construction worked. tony 
found it difficult to equate a building 
Worker With an aMdf . 'WR^ his 
ptt>ing Irish people have lost an 
e^emfcd friend. * ' 

URGED TO 
TO GO' 

OVER three thousand people braved driving raiit ana a massive police presence in north-west 
London last month to demonstrate on the 17th anniversary of Bloody Sunday. 

About 500 police turned out to 
"l!jr| the march f rom the 

lomiiiantly Irish district of 
to the predominantly Black 

district of Stonebrfdge. 

Above -the racket of a police 
mirHilTOBtr' " 
over the 

UCATT 
HONOURS 
IRISHMEN 

THREE members of the predom-
inantly-Irish Harlesden Branch of 
UCATT, the building workers' union, 
each with over SO years membership 
of the union, have been presented with 
free cards, 50-year badges and 
UCATT London Region plates. 

The presentation was made by 
national and regional members qf the 
union at the Borough of Willesden 
Social Club in Rucklidge Avenue, 
Harlesden, on February 9 on what 
was a memorabi* occasion for all 
concerned. 

calling for a British declaration of 
intent to withdraw from Ireland," 
he said. 

"It will take a massive movement 
if we are to get a 
f r o m t h i s o r a 

MmS 

Col 4 

sustained said 
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"load, London WCl. l jeyarethe 
b y b o n a r - — 

still in print, 

All that we warned about, that 
what was happening in Ireland 
would be brought back home has 
come true." He said "Many people 
who had no interest in Irish affairs 
now found themselves involved in 
campaigns to defend freedom," he 
added. 

And he revealed tha t in 
interviews with convicted loyalist 
assassin, Albert Baker at Durham 
Prison, Mr Baker had said that he 
believed that he had been working 
for the British Army. 

Republican activists who had 
been murdered by Mr Baker, Mr 
Livingstone said, had been set up by 
British Intelligence sources. 

|; Emma Groves, blinded by a 
p a t a t r o o p e r ' s p l a s t i c bu l le t , 
described the agony caused by the 

of plastic bullets. In a moving 
ich she called for a ban on their 

"As a victim, as a mother, and as 
a grandmother," Ms Groves said 
she dedicated her life to the banning 
of; this weapon. The rally greeted 
ber with a standing ovation, 

j Dungannon Sinn Fein Councillor 
"'le Molloy condemned the 

ernment's media ban on his 
flirty: "Tlie censorship was not 
aimed at Sinn Fein," he said. 
" f i t is aimed at preventing the 

ish people from hearing what 

uSstej 
>~ St"' 
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London Scene 

Temporary accommodation 
O N D O N ' S first e \ e r Irish h o u s i n g 

jNMK' ia l ion h a s n o w a c h i e v e d o t t i c ia l 
r e c o g n i t i o n wi th its r e g i s t r a t i o n b y the 
H o u s i n g C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e 

1 g o v e r n m e n t h o d s w h i c h regulates the 
' a c t i v i t i e s o f h o u s i n g a s s o c i a t i o n s in 

B r i t a i n 

l n m s t r e e H o u s i n g A s s o c i a t i o n 
1 m i n e d , w h i c h t a k e s i t s n a m e I r o m 
t h e p u c r n by W B ^ e a t s , g r e w o u t o f 
t h e a c t i v i t i e s of B r e n t I r i sh A d v i s o r y 
S e r \ ice . w h i c h in 1 se t u p a g r o u p 
t o p r o v i d e t e m p o r a r y h o u s i n g l o r 
s i n g l e p e o p l e . 

I h e h o u s e , w h i c h w a s a w a i t i n g 
c o n v e r s i o n i n t o t h r e e t l . i t s . w a s o u n e d 
b \ a l oca l h o u s i n g a s s o c i a t i o n w h i c h 
a g r e e d t o a l low t h e n e w g r o u p t o use it 
a s t e m p o r a r y h o u s i n g i n s t e a d o f 
b o a r d i n g u p t h e p r o p e r t v t o d e t e r 
v a n d a l s . 

I u r t h e i h o u s e , f o l l o w e d a n d it 
b e c a m e c l e a r t h a t b e c a u s e ol t h e 
n a t u r e a n d e \ t e i r o f t h e h o u s i n g 

problems experienced within the 
local Irish community, the scheme 
would have to be put on a more secure 
footing 

F o l l o w i n g much d i s c u s s i o n , 
research and planning, the scheme 
was re-organised and a number of 
housing professionals were invited to 
join members of the original group in 
setting up lnnisfree in May 1985. 

Since then the association has gone 
from strength to strength and now 
provides temporary accommodation 
for about a hundred single people, 
most of them Irish, in hostels, 
bedsitters and flats, mainly in 
Kilburn. Willesden and Wembley. 

T h e c h a i r m a n of I n n i s f r e e , 
Listowel-born NALGO member Tim 
(Ted) Hartnett said: "Registration 
with the Housing Corporation means 
that we can go forward with new plans 
for housing schemes for the most 
needs sections of our community." 

Russians in Hammersmith 
BY ar rangement w The Theat re 
W o r k e r s ' Union USSR j trilogy of plays 
o p e n s on February I5ch. at The Lyric, 
H a m m e r s m i t h and ssi!! c o n t i n u e on until 
M a r c h 11 111. 
(1) " T h e Peace of B r e s t " with 1 he 
V a k h t a n g o v Theatre with live t ranslat ion 
hv F rances de la Tour and Alan Rickman. 
Di rec ted by Robert S lu rua . 
(2) " T h e T rain to H a p p i n e s s " with The 
M o s c o w Jewish ' S h a l o m ' Thea t r e , with 

live s imultaneous translation by Frances 
Basrber and Martin Sherman. Finishes 
Saturday March 4th. Directed by 
Alexander Levenbuk. 
(3) "Chekov's Women". Directed by 
Vanessa Redgrave and David Hargreaves. 
For one week only , 7-11 March. 

Prices £10, £8, £6, £5 for all shows 
Box Office for further details: 01-741 

2311. 

A chance to see The Russians in act ion! 

MANCHESTER SCENE 

NORTH west Labour History 
G r o u p and t h e I r i sh in 
Manchester History Group are 
organising a joint conference on 
the Irish influence in the British 
Labour movement. 

This will take place on 
Saturday, 8th April at the 
W o r k i n g C la s s M o v e m e n t 
Library, Jubilee HOHSC, 51, The 
Crescent, Salford. 

By DONAL MacCRAITH 

PRESENTATION FOR Juno Comes 
MARIA MAGUIRE 

COMMITTEE members and staff of 
the Brent Irish Advisory Service 
(BIAS) in Willesden Green adjourned 
to a nearby hostelry to make a 
presentation and to bid farewell to part-
time researcher Maria Maguire. 

Maria has now completed a ten-
month contract with BIAS to carry out 
a study of the needs and concerns of the 
large Irish community in the Ealing 
area, funded by a grant from that 
borough's council. 

Her research findings are to be 
published shortly and will highlight the 

issues and priorities for future action. 
Galway-born TGWU member Padraic 
henna, on behalf of BIAS management 
committee, thanked Maria for her hard 
work and wishes her well in her career. 

London-born of Irish parents, Maria 
grew up in Southwark and Is a graduate 
in Sociology and Politics from Sussex 
University. She has many years' 
experience in youth club work and also 
works as part-time research assistant to 
Labour MP Tony Benn, one of the 
greatest friends of Ireland. 

Hackney Irish festival 
THERE was London-wide interest in 
the first Hackney Irish Festival in 
February which fea tu red an 
exhibition on the Guildford Four 
prisoners from Kilburn whose case is 
now being reviewed. 

The festival programme featured a 
talk on the first Dail Eireann of 1919 
by Belfast-born historian Michael O 
Calianain of Claremont Road, 
Queen's Park, who is the editor of a 
best-sel l ing 70th anniversary 
commemorative booklet. 

A traditional music evening was 
organised by Cricklewood-based 
Siobhan O'Donnell's School of Irish 
Music and the Camden-based North 
London Branch of Comhaltas, the 
traditional music organisation. 

One of the festival highlights was an 
exhibition called "Over Here, Over 
There" by three contemporary Irish 
artists and co-presented by Brent 
Council. The exhibition continues at 
the Grange Museum in Neasden from 
March 13 to April 15. 

LAST DUBLINERS CONCERT 
THE Dubliners' legacy is now coming 
to an end with the announcement that 
they are retiring very soon, with 
"gravel-voiced" singer Ronnie Drew 
concentrating on his acting career. 

The past 27 years has seen the 
unquestionable reign of the Dubliners 
with their contribution to Irish and 
international folk music as yet being 

unparallelled. Their songs are listened 
to and enjoyed throughout the world. 

It is therefore with sadness but great 
pride that the Mean Fiddler club in 
Harlesden hosts the four final 
Dubliners' concerts to the world from 
Sunday. March 5 to Wednesday, 
March 8. ~ 

Large audience f o r 
b a n n e d video 

On the left is Ms Bernadette Hyland, Vice-National Chair ofJBRG. On 
the right is Mr Granville Williams, North West organiser for the 
Campaign for Press and Broadcasting Freedom. Picture by 

Danny Claffey. 

Jacobin ideas among Irish 
The morning speaker will be 

Dorothy Thompson who will 
discuss the influence of Jacobin 
ideas on Irish political movements 
in Britain. The afternoon speaker 
will be John Dunleavy who will 
examine the role of Michael 
Davitt as advocate for the Labour 
Party in the 1906 election. 

Admission free. £ I per head for 
lunch. Fur ther details from Alan 
Kahan on 061 360 7601 (daytime). 

OVER 150 people packed a room at 
Manchester's Trade Union Centre on 
the evening of 25th January for a 
showing of the banned documentary 
"Mother Ireland". The meeting was 
organised jointly by Manchester Irish 
In Britain Representation Group and 
the Campaign for Press And 
Broadcasting Freedom. 

"Mother Ireland" was originally 
commissioned by Channel 4 from 
Derry Film And Video Collective for 
their "Irish Reels" series. The 
programme examines the history and 
myths that surround the idea of Mother 
Ireland. Music, images and historical 
film are interlaced with interviews with 
a number of Irish women including Pat 
Murphy, Nell McCafTerty, Bernadette 
McAliskey and Malread Farrell. The 
interview with Mairead Farrell was 
conducted shortly before her death in 
Gibralter. The film makers stress that 
at the time of the interview they were 
completely unaware of her involvement 
in the IRA. 

The programme was the first to fall 

OFF OUR KNEES 
VIDEO SHOWING 

"OFF Our Knees": 

fcy 
riii i i l 17 * f • - J 
morn u n Liancs mo 

foul of the restrictions on broadcasting 
Republican and Loyalist organisations 
announced by Douglas Hurd in 
October 1988. Since then not just 
programmes such as "Mother Ireland" 
have been banned but also a radio 
interview with Bernadette McAliskey 
and The Pogues' song about the 
Birmingham 6. 

The Manchester viewing of "Mother 
Ireland" was introduced by Ms 
Bernadette Hyland, Vice-National 
Chair of IBRG, who outlined IBRG's 
opposition to the ban. "It denies British 
people the right to the facts behind the 
conflict in the 6 Counties, it denies Irish 
people the right to learn their own 
history," she concluded. After the 
showing there was a short discussion 
where speakers from the audience 
expressed their own opposition to the 
ban. 

The meeting was chaired by Mr 
Granville Williams, North West 
organiser for the Campaign for Press 
and Broadcasting Freedom. 

BUG 

14th: M t w 
SodaHst CM, I t Wood Street ten. 
Monday March 21th: Trades 
CtakSt 
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Admission: (waged), 25p 
(stwdtato law wfsd)Fi— Is pi—hntn 
and anemploy edpeople/non-wagod. 

= 
Time go go Colli 
Hie Volunteer Centre 
Embankment Street, 

Glasgow 

Friday, 24th March 
7.30 pm til late 

£3, £1.50 unwaged 

to London 
"JUNO and the PayCock" on the 
South Bank in March. Under the 
Direction erf. Peter Gill, a season of 
Sean O'Casey's- "Juno and the 
Paycock" opens at The Royal 
National Theatre London. The 
Players include Tony Hayes, Tom 
Hickey, Aine Ni Mhuiri, and the 
inimitable Pauleen Delaney. • 

This is a masterly production, the 
play is great, the cast is splendid and 
the Director Peter Gill is pure genius. 

See local press for times and prices. 
Tickets can be had at bargain prices 

by turning up and getting stand-by 
tickets. But this production is cheap at 
any price, and would be a great way to 
celebrate our national Saint with a 
night out at the Theatre around St 
Patrick's Day. 

DMD 

Send for Saol 
SAOL, the Gaelic word for "life", is 
the title of a monthly free tabloid 
newspaper for the Irish-speaking 
community. Copies are available from 
BIAS Information Centre, 1 H 
Willesden Lane, Willesden Green or 
direct from Saol, 7 Merrion Square, 
Dublin 2. 

H A C K N E Y 
Sean MacBride 

"EVEN by the standards of the late 
Josef Goebbels , the Sunday 
Telegraph's attack on Sean Mac Bride 
before the body of that great Irish 
statesman had been laid in its grave, 
was remarkable," Proinsias Mac 
Aonghusa told a packed audience m 
the Council Chamber of Hackney 
Town Hall on 10th February, part of 
the Hackney Irish Festival. 

"But it sums up fairly well the 
hatred fof Mac Bride which the 
British government and its 
spokespersons have felt throughout 
the years for this great Irish patriot 
and world statesman," continued Mr 
Mac Aonghusa. 

"For Sean Mac Bride hit them and 
their imperialist designs where it hurt 
most." 

TV personality Mac Aonghusa, the 
Vice-President of both the Gaelic 
League and the World Peace Council, 
was speaking in the presence of the 
Irish Ambassador to London, 
Andrew O'Rourke, the Mayor of 
Hackney, Cllr Medlin Lewis, and 
representatives of both SWAPO and 
the African National Congress. 

Later Cllr Gdry Lawless, who 
chaired the meeting, was cheered 
when he asserted that Sean Mac 
Bride's greatest claim to fame was his 
advice to Irish Republicans to, at all 
times, place their strategy in an 
international context and aim to hit 
the British establishment in its pride, 
prestige and pocket until it allowed 
the Irish people, voting as one unit, to 
decide the' destiny of their own 
country. 

But before that, Mr Mac Aonghusa 
had told the meeting that: "To 
eliminate political violence and to 
allow normal political development in 
Ireland were among the reasons for 
forming the Clann na Poblachta party 
in 1946. Clann na Poblachta was * 
radical and reforming par ty . . . In the 
February, 1948, election Mac Bride,'» 
party won 170,000 first preference 
votes and ten seats in D£il Eireann, a 
remarkable achievement for a new 
party under the Irish electoral system. 

"Jn the inter-party government 
which followed, MacBridtwas a most 
active Foreign Minister. State | 
now available show that th 
and the Americans regarded him \ 
considerable distrust." 

mm 

MARCH 10th is my birthday. As 
it h a p p e n s , I s h a r e t h a t 
celebration with a writer that I 
admire. This year will be the 
center try of Dorothy Macardle, 
perha; >s best known as the author 
of the definitive study of the years 
1916-23 — The Irish Republic, first 
published by Victor Gollancz Ltd. 
in 1937. I recall that the volume 
had a special place on my father's 
bookshelf and, at the precocious 
age of fifteen years, I made my 
first a t tempt t o r ead tha t 
indispensible historical work. 

Yet Dorothy was not only an 
historian; she was a playwright 
whose works were performed 
both at the Abbey and Gate 
theatres; a short-story writer; a 
novelist whose best-known work 
'The Uninvited' has become a 
classic of its genre, sold an initial 
half-million copies and was made 
into a movie which is also rated a 
film classic. 

And in addition Dorothy was 
a n a c t i v i s t i n p o l i t i c s , 
subsequently imprisoned for her 
republican activities, went on 
hunger-strike, was a committed 
anti-Fascist and who later became 
president of the Irish Association 
for Civil Liberties. 

But in this, her centenary year, 
she seems forgotten. The only 
work that is currently in print is a 
new edition of The Tragedies of 
Kerry, a small volume about the 
Free State atrocities during the 
Civil War (republished from Irish 
Freedom Press, Dublin). 

Dorothy was born in Dundalk, 
Co. Louth and came from a 
privi leged b a c k g r o u n d . Her 
father, Sir Thomas Macardle 
(d. 1925) t | f $ a Home Ruler who 
o w n e d s e v e r a l c o m p a n i e s , 
including the famous brewery, 
Macardle, Moore & Co. He was 

active in politics, served on the 
Louth County Council, was 
Deputy Lieutenant and later High 
Sheriff of the county. He was one 
of the Irish Party who accepted 
the vague promises of the British 
Government, having shelved 
Home Rule in 1914 for the 
duration. He encouraged the Irish 
to enlist in the British Army. His 
two eldest sons were killed in 
France and a third son, who later 
became head of Macardle, Moore 
& Co, Major John Ross Macardle, 
survived the war with a Military 
Cross. 

Dorothy received her education 
at the prestigious Alexandra 
School for girls in Dublin, a haven 
of the Anglo-Irish Ascendency 
(although Pearse taught Irish 
there). She took a degree and 
became a lecturer in English at the 
school. It was in 1918 that her first 
play, Asthara, was produced at the 
Little Theatre, Dublin. Dorothy 
became friends with Maud Gonne 
MacBride and involved in the 
'Literary Renaissance* circles. 
Secretly, she joined the republican 
movement and, after the 1919 
Declaration of Independence, she 
worked for Frank Gallagher in 
the publicity bureau of the 
revolutionary Ddil and continued 
t h e r e d u r i n g t h e W a r of 
Independence (1919-21). Her 
work was done in total secrecy for 
she continued at Alexandra 
School. 

On April 6th, 1922, her play 
Ann Kavanagh opened at the 
Abbey Theatre. It was set against 
the 1798 uprising and'was a strong 
statement of her republican views. 
Within days Ireland was locked in 
the turmoil of civil war. And 
Dorothy continued her work for 
the republican movement. 

Back row, left to right: Maud Casey co-author of the acclaimed "Across the 
Water" a documentary of women's experience in Britain. Bridget O'Connor of 
Centerprise, the conference organiser Margaret Quiqley, a leading figure in The 
Worker Writers' movement. Front row: Kath McKay the widely anthologised 
Poetess, Rebecca O'Rourke author of the best selling "Jumping the Cracks", 

Frances Molloy famous for her book "No Mate for the Magpie". 

In their own write 
talented Irish and it is to be hoped that 
The Hackney Irish will continue to 
enjoy a high profile for the rest of the 
year too. 

A word of praise where it is due, to 
Councillor Tommy Shepherd, Chair 
of the steering group, to Councillor 
Gery Lawless and Roland Muldoop 
of Hackney Empire, to Connolly 

.. Association member Chris Maguire 
and 

to all those involved in the 
planning and execution of the work, 
but the one who got it all to hang 
together, Geraldine Doyle deserves 

, recognition and applause!! 
D. M. Daly. February 1989 

THE first major event of The 
Hackney Irish Festival was the second 
annual conference of Irish womens' 
writers, organised by Centerprise and 
held at the Borough's Urban Studies 
Centre. The best 11 Irish writers in 
Britain, and Ireland's leading 
contemporary writers, led workshops 
and discussion groups and gave 
readings from their work. 
' The Hackney Festival was a huge 
success, it was a very ambitious 
undertaking for a first venture into the 
Festival stakes. It encompassed Sport, 
Drama, Literature, Music, Films and 
Exhibitions, no trouble to the very 

She joined Maud Gonne in the 
W o m e n ' s Pr isoners Defence 
League and was writing for the 
repub l ican j ou rna l Eire. A 
meeting she was attending in 
Dublin, of women militants, was 
fired on by Free State troops. 
Dorothy wrote to her school 
governors that she now intended 
undertaking 'premeditated public 
political work'. Within days she 
had been arrested, in Maud 
Gonne's apartment, and her 
books and manuscripts burnt in 
the street as a petty act of violence 
against her. 

She was i n c a r c e r a t e d in 
Mountjoy and later Kilmainham 
where she jo inedaband of famous 
republican women prisoners and 
suffragettes — Maud Gonne 
herself, Constance Markiewicz, 
Mrs Despard and others. To pass 
the time she wrote short stories 
(utilizing political themes) and 
these were smuggled out to be 
p u b l i s h e d in tire, Dublin 
Magazine and the New York Irish 
World. They were later collected 
by an American publisher and 
issued as Earthbound in 1924. 

She joined her fellow prisoners 
on a hunger strike which secured 
their release towards the end of 
1923, after the end of the Civil 
War. Having lost her job at 
Alexandra School she threw 
herself into an investigating of the 
reports of Free State atrocities in 
Kerry. The Tragedies of Kerry was 
published in 1924 and has since 
been republished in 18 different 
editions. 

She had become a close friend 
of De Valera, who was so 
impressed by her capabilities that 
he persuaded her \p undertake a 
full-length history of the period 
1916-23. It was not until 1937 that 
the book was published. The Irish 
Republic, a work of 1070 pages, 
with m a p s , references and 
appendices, is a work that no 
student of modern Irish history 
can afford to ignore. To date it has 
been issued in five different 
editions, the last being in 1968. 

Dorothy followed the De 
Valera faction in the Sinn R i n 
split of 1926 and joined his new 
Fianna F£il party. She served for 
some time as a member of the 
National Executive of the party 
but apparently never stood for a 
seat in the D&l. 

She continued her writing 
career and a new play, The Old 
Man, received its premier in 1925. 
In 193T Witches Brew was 
produced while Dark Waters in 
1932 became the first, of her plays 
to be staged at the Gate, With the 
foundation of the Irish Press in 
1931 Dorothy became its regular 
theatre critic. The editor was 
Frank Gallagher, her former boss 
in the republ ican publ ic i ty 
bureau. In 1938, during De 
Valera's period as 19th president 
of the League of Nations, she went 
to Geneva to report the sessions. 

Dorothy was an anti-Fascist 
and with the onset of the war in 
1939 she disagreed with the 
Fianna F£il policy to keep Ireland 
neutral. 'Hitler's war should be 
everyone's war!' she proclaimed. 
She left the party and -moved to-
London to throw herself into wax 
work. She told the late C. D, 
Greaves, during this period, that 
she thought Ireland should be 
fighting Fascism. 

In 1941 her first novel appeared 
entitled Uneasy Freehold. It was 
an immediate success, selling half-
a-million copies and being a 
Literary Guild choice. In 1944 it 

was made into a film with Ray 
Milland, retitled The Uninvited. 
(subsequent editions of the book 
were retitled to tie-in with the 
film). It has been acclaimed as a 
classic of the ghost story genre. 
Other novels followed -.The Seed 
Was Kind, Fantastic Summer etc. 

Dorothy returned to Ireland in 
1945 and wrote a political analysis 
of the neutral role entitled Without 
Fanfares in which she now, in 
r e t r o s p e c t , ca i i l e t o t h e 
conclusion that Ireland had no 
option but to be 'officially' 
neutral. She expressed her belief in 
the entegrity of Irelandas a nation 
state, vehemently expressed her 
opposition of Partition and 
looked forward to the day that the 
country would be re-united. 

She was now travelling widely 
throughout Europe, concerned 
with the problem of refugee 
children. Eventually she wrote a 
powerful study of the subject — 
Children of Europe. A work that is 
still highly regarded by those 
working for the world's refugees. 

From 1949-51 Dorothy became 
vice-president of the Ir ish 
Association for Civil Liberties 
and in 1951 became its president. 
She broadcast regularly on Radio 
fereann and on BBC, toured the 
USA and was acknowledged by an 
American universif • with an 
honorary doctorate. 

Her last novel, another weird 
tale of superstition and sorcery in 
a small French village, Dark 
Enchantment, was published in 
1953. She was still producing 
short-stories but records of these 
have been mislaid, one was 
c e r t a i n l y p u b l i s h e d in t h e 
prestigious American Saturday 
Evening Post. 

She began working on a 
biography of Shakespeare, whose 
life and work always fascinated 
her. She bad been a member of a 
Shakespearian society even in 
1912. She finished the first draft of 
the work in 1958, just before she 
was taken ill. The boo): was to be 
p u b l i s h e d p o s t h u m o u s l y as 
Shakespeare: Man and Boy, by 
Faber and Faber in 1960. 

The illness became critical and 
she was taken to the Medical 
Missionaries of Mary Hospital in 
Drogheda where she died on 
December 23rd, 1958. She was 
buried in St Fintan's Cemetery, 
Howth, to which funeral came the 
President of Ireland, Sein T. 
O'Kelly; Taoiseach Eamonn De 
Valera and members of both 
houses of the Irish Parliament. 
Her coffin was draped in the 
tricolour and a guard of honour 
was mounted by the IRA Veterans 
of the Four Courts Garrison 
(1922). 

De Valera said: 'Dorothy 
Macardle was one of the noble, 
valiant women of our time, an 
active champion of every cause 
that seemed to her to be good. I 
have never met anyone more 
intellectually honest. She had a 
horror of hypocrisy or pretence in 
any form. She worked incessantly. 
Of her, indeed, could truly be said, 
she was a lover' of labour and 
truth.* 

H e r f o m e r c h i e f , F r a n k 
Gallagher, singled out The Irish 
Republic as t he great book which 
will keep her name forever bright in 
Ireland. The Freedom movement is 
in debt to her for without t int 
painstaking work the facts as a 
whole would probably never have 
been given to the public.' 

T r u l y . It is t h e r e f o r e 
depressingly sad that in this, her 
centennial year, The Irish Republic 
is significantly out of print. 
Perhaps this is because The Irish 
Republic would not sit well with 
the current trend of 'revisionism' 
which seems to be haunting 
establishment historians these 
days. Macardle was not concerned 
with 'excusing'the 1916-23 period 
as the likes of Conor Cruise 
O'Brien are: she spoke as a 
republican, but as someone 
devoted to telling the truth. The 
truth seems to discomfort many 
today. That is why her life and 
work a r e apparent ly being 
forgotten in Ireland and her 
centenary is passing without 
comment. 

A reply to 
Leon O Broin 

LEON O'Broin quite rightly takes me 
to task for using some rather emotive 
language when commenting on matters 
of linguistics. Indeed, the use of 
the terms 'degenerate' and 'corrupt' 
are not terms any conscientious 
linguist would employ when refer-
ing to language and dialect. Such 
terms do not have any specific 
meaning. I understand and appre-
ciate the point that*he makes. How-
ever, he has entirely misunderstood, 
or misinterpreted, what I meant 
and perhaps I am therefore guilty of 
using some imprecise language. My 
comment on 'uncouth, mawkish 
distortion of standard English' was not 
a reference to the English language as 
actually spoken in Ireland bat to the 

" "never-never' language which the 
novelists I quoted put Into the mouths of 
their Irish characters. Tie speech used 
by these novelists is not a reflection of 
the speech used by the Irish people when 
speaking English hut is a speech 
'invented' by the novelists. It may well 
be that these novelists actually believe 
that this is the way Irfeh people do 
speak and that they simply have a bad 
ear for dialect, 

Leon O'Brien totally misunder-
stands what I said when I cited 
Chapman Pincher's book 'The Eye of 
the Needle' in which a character says: 'I 
want yer to be afther Show in' Pat 
exactly where these warheads are.' He 
refers me to P. W. Joyce (whose work I 
have known and admired for thirty 
years) and comments: 'Some of the 
constructions quoted by Berresford 
Ellis such as t o be afther...' are genuine 
forms of speech of the Irish.' To be sure! 
'To be after' is a form used but certainly 
not in the sense Chapman Pincher 
wrote it. Pincher is clearly using this 
ihrase as meaning 'I want you to show1 

at exactly where these warheads are'J 
However, when an Irish person uses thfc 
phrase it is as a past tense. "I am after' 
is 'I have done it'. Pincher has 
distorted this and this is precisely my 
point. 

I would wholeheartedly rec-
ommend Alan Titley's study, as, 
mentioned in my December column, 
to Leon O'Broin for his close perusal 
and would apologise if some inexact 
usage of our lingua franca has caused 
him to misconstrue my remarks. 

t 
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THE FUTURE OF THE 

IRISH TRADE UNIONS 
POLLUTION DANGERS 

IN COUNTY CORK 
THE IRISH trade union movement 

is much less political than its British 
c o u n t e r p a r t . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t he 
dominant political issue in Ireland 
was the s t r u g g l e fo r n a t i o n a l 
independence, whereas in Britain the 
class struggle was dominant . Trade 
unions do not debate political issues 
to the same extent and o u r non-
political out look is illustrated by the 
fact that only a minority of unions (a 
total of 16) are affiliated to the Irish 
Labour Party. This means that there is 
no on-going political education of 
workers by the t rade unions and at 
general elections, ICTU merely issues 
a set of demands , without any advice 
as to how those can be achieved. Not 
surprisingly, the majority of Irish 
workers cont inue to support the 
capitalist parties, with the combined 
vote for parties of the left amount ing 
to probably abou t 15%, at most. 

However, there is a growing 
awareness that this is a ludicrous 
s i t u a t i o n . H e r e we h a v e a 
comparatively well organised and 
wide ly a c c e p t e d t r a d e u n i o n 
movement, a working class which is 
reasonably militant, and yet we have 
no organised political clout. This 
p r o b l e m is i nc reas ing ly be ing 
d i scussed a n d h o p e f u l l y , f r o m 
discussion, will come action. Already 
a few steps have been taken. At the 
1987 Annual Conference of ICTU, the 
following motion was carried. 
"Conference, recognising the 
limitations of purely trade union 
action alone to achieve our policies 
on job creation, tax reform, public 
enterprise and the elimination of 
poverty, and noting that no meeting 
of the ICTU/Labour Party Liaison 
Committee, which met regularly in 
the 196(Tsand I97ffs, has been held 
recently, now calls on the Executive 
Council to seek regular meetings of 
the ICTU/Labour Party Liaison 
Committee to discuss and co-
ordinate strategy for the 
implementation of' trade union 
policies on economic and social 
issues." 

T h i s led t o t he f o l l o w i n g 
arrangements being set up by the 
Executive Council of ICTU and the 
Labour Party: 
(1) The Executive Council of 

Congress and the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party to set up 
a formalised system of 
communication. 

(2) Quarterly meetings between 
representatives of the two 
bodies, or alternatively at the 
commencement of each session 
of the Oireachtas. 

(3) Matters to be discussed to 
include issues of mutual concern 
in the area of legislation and 
also economic and social policy. 
Other matters could be 
discussed by agreement. 

(4) Congress to liaise directly 
with Parliamentary Labour 
Party spokespersons with 
responsibilities for particular 
areas, including issues in rela-
tion to specific legislation 
before the Oireachtas and 
Parliamentary Questions. 

T H E FIRST meeting of the Liaison 
Committee was held on 5th May 1988, 
and in a joint press statement ICTU 
and the Parliamentary Labour Party 
stated that they saiv this new 
arrangement for closer co-operat ion 
as an important instrument for 
advancing the aims of the Labour 
Movement and defending the interests 
of working people. 

The Labour Party Trade Union 
Group , which consists of the 16 
unions affiliated to the Party, has also 
recognised the present shortcomings 
and has embarked on a programme to 
make the Labour Party more 
responsive to t rade unions' demands 
and to "polit icise" the trade union 
movement. T w o conferences were 
held in 1988, at tended by some unions 
outside the affiliated group, so overall 
there is movement in the right 
direction. 

Dominating everything else in o u r 
traile union movement is the crazy 

By 
SEAN REDMOND 

(Gen Sec IMETU) 
PART TWO 

Sean Redmond paying tribute to 
the life and work of Desmond 
Greaves, the former editor of 
the Irish Democrat. Barney 
Morgan, Chairman of the 
Liverpool Branch of the 
Connolly Association, on the 
left, officiated at Desmond 

Greaves' funeral service. 

organisat ional structure. There are 83 
unions affiliated to ICTU, catering for 
a total membership (December 1987) 
of 6 6 6 , 9 0 0 . In a d d i t i o n , 12 
organisat ions hold a t rade union 
negotiat ion licence, but are not 
affiliated to ICTU. There are obviously 
far too many unions. Of the 58 unions 
operat ing in the Republic, 38 have 
only 3,500 members, or less. 17 have 
ISss than 1,000. In the six counties, 17 
unions, which have headquar te rs in 
Britain, have less than 1,000 members. 

T H E result of this is overlapping 
of membership, which gives rise to 
competi t ion between unions. We 
spend far too much time at inter-
union disputes tribunals. The waste of 
resources is also considerable, with an 
e x c e s s i v e n u m b e r of o f f i c i a l s 
at tending the same meeting, whereas 
half of them should be involved in 
r e s e a r c h , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d 
training, all areas where we are falling 
down. The multiplicity of unions also 
means that decision making is a slow 
and cumbersome process. At a time 
when the employers have become 
bigger and more professional , and 
with central Government playing a 
bigger . ole in industrial relations, the 
trade union movement is lumbered 
with an out-moded s t ructure . This 
problem is not therefore simply an 
organisational one. It influences, for 
the bad, our capacity to function 
overall. 

On the credit side, it is being faced 
up to. There is now a widespread 
acceptancc within the movement of 
the need to rationalise a n d recent 
years have seen an increase in the 
number of unions merging. The 
process has now gathered momen tum 
and is unlikely to be halted. Of course, 
the not ion that "big is beau t i fu l " is 
also not correct. Larger un ions could 
simply result in bigger bureaucracies. 
But certainly, the pressing need of the 
moment is for a more streamlined 
structure and this is under way. 

FINALLY, there are the problems 
for the trade union movement caused • 
by partition. ICTU is an all-Ireland 
body, with a Committee in the North, 
elected at an annual Six County 
Conference. The National Executive 
and the National Annual Conference 
retain overall c o n t r o l . The 
constitution of ICTU debars the 
raising of "political" issues, and this 
has been interpreted to include the 
partition question, but not to include, 
for example, South Africa. This has 
resulted in the absurd situation where 
the political implications of the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1986 were 

not debated by the trade union 
movement. Congress regularly re-
affirms support for Irish neutrality, 
while ignoring the possibility that the 
main threat to this neutrality may 
come from some new political 
arrangement between Dublin and 
London. 

The justification for this position is 
that raising the question of partition 
could damage the unity of ICTU, and 
while this might well be true, it is 
overplayed. Is it really feasible for 
Unionist workers in the six counties to 
break away and form separate unions 
or an "Ulster TUC"? 

Of the 41 ICTU unions in the 
North, 35 have their headquarters in 
Britain. On the question of partition 
and civil rights, some of these 
northern sections play a negative role 
within their overall union, in 
preventing the subject of Ireland 
being discussed. They thus try to 
exercise a veto within ICTU, the 
unions in Britain and the British TUC. 
Trade union unity is presented as 
being the main issue, when the real 
situation is that most unions in the 
north have a majority of Unionist 
members. This is reinforced by the 2'/2 
times higher rate of unemployment of 
the Nationalist population. 

HOWEVER, the situation is not 
entirely one sided. There are some 
trade unionists in the north who do 
not accept that certain subjects are 
unmentionable and they have been 
working away with great courage. The 
Northern Ireland Committee of ICTU 
has called for the enactment of 
s t r o n g e r a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
l e g i s l a t i o n by t he Br i t i sh 
Government, the topic was debated at 
Annual Conference in 1987 and this 
year. At the 1987 Conference a 
motion from the EEPTU on the 
Birmingham Six and Guildford Four 
was carried. The Derry Trades 
Council tabled a motion on the 
economic aspects of the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, which was remitted. At 
this year's Annual Conference, there 
were motions from Belfast, Derry, 
Dundalk and Limerick Trades 
Councils dealing with civil liberty 
issues. 

In 1984, the group "Trade 
Unionists for Irish Unity & 
Independence" was formed. 
Sponsored by 40 leading Irish trade 
unionists, it's aim is to work within 
the Irish trade union movement, and 
to liaise with organisations abroad, on 
the question of partition. It has done 
useful work, and those who founded it 
were surprised at the amount of 
support they received. It is now being 
realised that the problem will not go 
away. The violence and upheaval will 
continue, until there is a solution, and 
that the trade union movement has a 
part to play in achieving this. The fact 
that some British unions have now 
declared for a united Ireland 
encourages us here. Slowly but surely 
the brick wall against discussing these 
issues is being dismantled. 

As stated at the outset, there are' a 
number of key issues facing the Irish 
trade union movement. Irish society is 
changing. Our EEC membership has 
influenced this. Current Government 
policy is strongly directed and 
motivated. The slaphappy "play it by 
ear" days are over. The trade union 
movement is aware of this, but there 
are difficulties in moving a slow horse 
and bringing members with us. But at 
least, we understand the problems. In 
solving them, we hope that we can be 
true to the fine tradition of our 
movement and insist that the Ireland 
of the future must be built on justice 
and not more wealth for the few. 

Sustentafion fund 
Our thanks to: 
G. Hennessy £ 1, P. Coulton 60p, M. 

Howland 80p, R. P. Bowert £ 10.81, T. 
G. Smith £1, M. Porter £10, E. McM. 
£3.50, M. Brennan £5, J. Watson £5, 
A. Higgins £5, k . Bradley £10, N. 
Gordon £ 10, K. Doody £ 1, supporters 
in South London £5.10. Total £74.82. 
Special Fund. K. Dunlea £I«. 

IT is only natural that a city and 
country starved of jobs would 
reach out for oi most 
menial and dirt\ type imaginable 
to put bread on the table for their 
children. 

According to Cork C o r -
poration, there is prospect of 
e conomic r ecove ry in the 
forseeable future. The north side 
of Cork city will be suffering for 
many years from the hammer 
blows of unemployment which 
will continue. 

FROM 
JIM SAVAGE 

The report reveals that over one 
third of the unemployed in the 
Cork area have been out of work 
for over a year. For those who are 
e m p l o y e d , it is wi th the 
pharmaceutical industry. Cork is 
the centre of the pharmaceutical 
industry in Ireland and because of 
lax environmental controls, there 
are no public records indicating 
the effect of chemical factories on 
health. It seems that east Cork and 
the harbour area are becoming the 
dumping ground for "dirty 
industries". 

Genetic 
engineering 

The siting of the Danish insulin 
manufacturing factory, Nordisk 
Gentofte at Ringaskiddy is a case 
in point. Although the Danes 
promised to employ a hundred, 
the deve lopment is a l r e ady 
shrouded in controversy. The 
wrangling, however, was not 
started by the Irish but by the 
Danes themselves when a senior 
member of the company baldly 
declared the reason for locating in 
Rigaskiddy was due to the 
unusually restricting laws on 
genetic engineering in Denmark. 

From his remarks it appeared 
as if the artless Irish were being 
gulled in to accept ing o t h e r 
people's poisonous rubbish for 
the sake of jobs. Meantime the 
Danes were frank about their 
reason for coming to Ring-
askiddy. A spokesman for a 
Danish group of environmentalists 
called NOAH claimed that 
Ireland's accommodating laws on 
the discharging of genetic waste 
prompted the Danish Company 
to move here. 

Allergies 
In the meantime apprehension 

grows in East Cork. Dr Rosali, an 
internationally known cancer 
scientist f rom Canada, warned 
East Cork farmers that the first 
signs of problems created by 
chemical factories were breathing 
diff icul t ies a n d allergies in 
children. She said that the most 
frightening aspect was the effect 
on future generations^ 

Arguing that between 1945 and 
1978 the number of genetic 
mistakes h a d doubled , she 
claimed that a large percentage of 
this was linked to the increase in 
environmental polution. 
A Crosshaven doctor, Mary 
D u m p h y , s u p p o r t e d t h e 
Canadian's comments, stating 
that she was alarmed at the 
number of asthma cases and 
tumours among her patients in the 
Cork Harbour area where the 
majority of the chemical plants 
were situated. 

In the vicinity of the American 

Penn and Pfizer Plants thousands 
of gallons of waste are daily 
poured into the harbour. We 
know that jobs have accompanied 
the chemical plants in the harbour 
area and we appreciate the 
concern of those employed there 
and their families lest thoseJobs 
are threatened. But what a price 
must be paid by their families in 
health due to living in the shadow 
3f the multinationals. 

Beaches ruined 
We have had chemical slicks in 

the beaches in Crosshaven and 
Youghal. The emissions are evil 
smelling and nauseating. We have 
had assurances and reassurances 
which are meaningless. Who is 
going to protect the jobs that 
depend on clean air and water? 
What about the fishermen when 
the fish can no longer survive the 
pollution? 

What of Fota, Trabolgan and 
the vast unrealised potential of 
what is the finest coastline in 
Europe? The technology that can 
design these plants can also make 
them safe. All that is needed is 
committment, if we are not to be 
populated in the near future by 
genetically deformed children or 
children with a s t h m a , and 
bronchitis. 

Damage to farming 
Now Merrell Dow, the huge 

U.S. pharmaceutical corporation 
want to build a plant in Killeagh, 
near Youghall, which wilLagain 
cause great consternation. Not 
only will it affect the environ-
mental quality of Cork Harbour, 

K, but it could affect the best farming 
area in the whole of Munster, and 
after the Hanrahan experience 
which was proof positive that 
once established, pharmaceutical 
industries are not amenable to 
control. 

So the Merrell Dow 'issue' 
highlights a crucial dilemma for 
the whole country. At its core is 
the need to create employment 
and the necessity to preserve 
Ireland's image as a producer of 
quality food in what is perceived 
abroad as a clean environment. 
According to Professor Denis 
Lucy, Head of Food Economics, 
University College Cork, the 
strategic issue posed is: "As far as 
possible the image of clean food is 
enhanced if the plants are located 
where is infrastructure available 
for waste disposal and such like." 
According to the UCC academic, 
"If the Merrell plant went ahead it 
was important that resources be 
allocated to assure consumers 
that its existence did not 
constitute any danger to food 
products." 

Naturally for Mr Tom Kennedy, 
the head of Merrell Dow's operation 
in Ireland, the Womanach Valley in 
Killeagh would be a more pleasant 
place to work than his last 
assignment, the heavily-polluted Sao 
Paulo city in Brazil. They intend to 
spend £40 million to build this plant 
which will create 90 jobs. 

In all, 21 appeals were lodged 
against the planning permit granted 
by Cork County Council, including 
one from 1,000 locals who were 
represented by Tom Menton, the 
solicitor who represented John 
Hanrahan in his case against Merck, 
Sharpe, and Dohme. He was heavily 
compensated in the Supreme Court 
for the damage to his farm by poison 
from their plant. 
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Crotty's anti-EEC fight 
Mm insult ta consult 

SO repressive and arrogant has 
been the Thatcher government 
here that it is in danger of 
alienating some of its important 
would-be friends. The Judiciary, 
hot known for its anti-establishment 
b ia s , has b e g u n to s h o w 
discomfiture, and a little bit of 
contrariness. This is over the 
hiatus that the British have got 
themselves into regarding the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights., By holding poeple in 
detention for seven days at a 
stretch, without charge, they have 
been found to be in breach of the 
Convention... forced to derogate 
from it. 

I say "the British" and not the 
Thatcher government because 
large sections of HM Official 
Opposition and the great British 
public appear t o be, through their 
lethargy, somewhat indifferent to 
what goes on., over there, in north 
Ireland. 

• Restless judges 
In any case, the British were 

hoping that the northern Ireland 
Judiciary would enable them to 
frame a technicality allowing 
formal British subscription to the 
European norms. Suspects under 
the PTA (and who isn't?) would be 
dragged before a Court in suitable 
time and the judge would 
compliantly and automatically 
remand them back into custody so 
that they could go on "assisting 
the police with their enquiries." 
' But the judges said no to this 
little scheme (which was very 
i l l u s t r a t i ve of the B r i t i s h 
government's mentality), and" the 
Law Society itself went on to issue 
further criticisms of the general 
d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h t h e 
government's policy was going. 

Then the Standing Advisory 
Commission on Human Rights. 
(SACHR), another respectable 
organisation, being a quango, (ie. 
government financed) exhibited its 
own growing disquiet about the 
trend of affairs. The Commission, 
headed by Sir Oliver Napier, ex-
leader of t he p ro -Union i s t 
Alliance Party (no dangerous 
revolutionaries they), had this, 
through its spokesman, to say: 'I 
am fearful that everything the 
Commission is doing to promote 
human rights in northern Ireland 
will be cut f rom under us if 
government does not make 
greater use of the consultative 
process which, in a democratic 
society, is absolutely essential. The 
cumulative effect of what the 
government has been doing is 
most worrying". 

Needless to say, the absentee 
•Direct Ruler', Tom King, felt 
himself constrained to take a 
swipe back against this kind of 
criticism, emanating from such 
respectable quarters. 

But the Committee on the 
Administration of Justice, this 
time a bona fide incependent 
organisation (lawyer led), stepped 
in to support the stance of the 
SACHR: "The government has 
shown nothing but contempt for 
the views of SACHR, the Law 
Society, t h e Judic iary , t he 
European Court of Human Rights 
and other concerned groups". The 
other concerned g r o u p would 
include the C A J itself and the 
Campaign for Democracy. The 

CAJ then accused the British 
government of displaying .. "a 
cavalier attitude" towards the 
rights and freedoms of citizens. 

Fair employment 
This was not the end of what 

should have been the govern-
ment's discomfiture. The Fair 
Employment Agency, which is 
itself a government sponsored 
agency, a quango, had not too 
much faith in the proposed 'Fair 
E m p l o y m e n t Bi l l ' — Mrs 
Tha tche r ' s device f o r side-
tracking McBride. The FEA had 
three major criticisms: 

* "Incorrect construction" of the 
affirmative action measures. 
* Introducing the "retrograde" 
tribunal system for dealing with 
individual complaints. 
* Failing to set up a committee to 
oversee the impac t o f - a l l 
government policy in reducing 
religious bias. 

The government, the FEA 
seemed to be implying, was not 
really serious: "The end was 
b r ing ing a b o u t c h a n g e . If 
affirmative action, which was the 
engine for change, is not correctly 
constructed, then... All the other 
measures are of l inked use." 

Despite the fact that some of the 
major trade unions in the north 
have had difficulty in accepting 
McBride, the northern committee 
of the Irish Confederation of 
Trade Unions (ICTU) has had its 
doubts tOo about the Thatcher 
government's tactics: the present 
Bill... "would not seriously 
a d d r e s s t h e i m b a l a n c e s 
exemplif ied by the current 
employment ratios (ie discrim-
ination, RWH) between Catholics 
and Protestants... and would need 
t o be v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
strengthened." 

Keeping us apart 
There are people in Britain 

today, including in the labour 
movement, who avoid thinking 
about Ireland on the grounds that 
what is involved is a mere faction 
fight between two warring tribes 
of fanatical religious zealots, and 
that the Provisional IRA is but 
one of the major manifestations of 
this ridiculous struggle. The 
Bri t ish p r e s e n c e t h e r e is, 
somehow, different f rom what it 
would be in an o u t r i g h t 
imperialist context. We're keeping 
them apart mentality. 

P e r h a p s w h a t ha s been 
indicated above will help to put an 
end to that kind of cop-out. What 
is involved is a very serious 
question of civil, political and 
human rights... not any different 
in essence from what is going on in 
South Africa. Only this time it is 
the British government which is 
doing it directly. The violence has 
arisen from this cause, and it is 
NOT the other way around. 

The British have been left with 
an unsustainable legacy from 
Lloyd George... the upholding, in 
some sort of democratic way, of a 
"failed entity" that is the six-
county British State in Ireland. 
That is the cause and the seat of all 
these problems. Which, of course, 
brings us to Duisburg. 

Dublins' anti-Marketeers have 
persuaded economist Raymond 
Crotty to carry the anti-EEC 
banner in the elections to the EEC 
A s s e m b l y — i t s so-cal led 
"Parliament" — in June. Crotty is 
the man whose Supreme Court 
action on the Single European Act 
held up the EEC fo r six months 
and almost prevented, the whole 
1992 business from getting off the 
ground. 

Crotty has agreed on the basis 
that, if elected in the four-seat 
Dublin constituency, all money 
and expenses will go to building 
up a popular movement critical of 
the EEC which will then pay him 
the equivalent of the average 
industrial wage, plus minimal 
expenses. 

This is what the Danish 
People's Movement does, which 
opposes Danish Common Market 
m e m b e r s h i p . T h e People 's 
Movement has four of the 
Denmark's 15 MEPs — a 
socialist, a liberal, a communist 
and a christian clergyman — 
showing the broad nature of 
D a n i s h o p p o s i t i o n to the 
e m e r g i n g E u r o - i m p e r i a l i s t 
Superstate. 

Round Two 
It is almost universally agreed 

among Ireland's anti-Marketeers 
that these farcical elections should 
be boycotted unless they can be 
used to rally the forces of 
democracy on the lines of what the 
Crotty campaign proposes — with 
the MEPs dependent on the 
movement rather than the other 
way round. If that cannot be done, 
no sensible person should turn out 
in an election to this so-called 
"Parliament", which is not a 
Parliament, but which the EEC 
people see as an important way of 
whitewashing and legitimating 
t h e i r a s s a u l t on n a t i o n a l 
democracy. 

Munster's anti-marketeers are 
planning to contest these elections 
on a s i m i l a r p l a t f o r m of 
opposition to the EEC's effects on 
jobs, neutrality and democracy. 
They are expected to announce 
the name of their candidate 
shortly. He may well be young 
Cork solicitor Joe Noonan, whose 
criticism of the foreign policy 
provisions of the Single European 
Act led the Irish Supreme Court to 
decide that the Government was 
acting unconstitutionally in not 
having a referendum. 

After the June election it is 
intended that the Dubliners and 

the Munstermen will get together 
to form a national anti-EEC 
movement aimed at winning back 
the democracy and independence 
which have been sold out by 
Ireland's main political parties. 

In the Single European Act 
referendum 35% of Dubliners 
voted No. If Crotty got half that 
vote he would be in with a chance 
in t h e f o u r - s e a t D u b l i n 
constituency, despite having none 
of the money of the big parties. 
Unlike in the r e fe rendum, 
however, parties like Sinn Fein, 
the Workers Party and the Greens 
will be fielding t he i r own 
candidates, rather than uniting 
behind someone of Crotty's 
standing and integrity. 

Labour — God save the mark! 
— is putting up Barry Desmond 
TD, one of the men responsible 
for pushing the SEA through the 
Irish Cabinet and then getting 
Labour TDs to vote for it in the 
Dail — left-wingers Emmet Stagg 
and Michael D. Higgins not being 
then in parliament. It is doubtful if 
the Labour left will be working 
themselves into a sweat in order to 
give right-winger Barry Desmond 
£125,000 a year to play with in 
"Europe" — on top of his 
ministerial and Dail pensions! 

TIME TO DEBATE HOW TO GO 
TWO hundred years ago, all eyes 

were turned to the French National 
Assembly. Feudal privileges of the 
aristocracy and church were being 
abolished, an entirely new civil and 
judicial code drawn up, and the 
ramshackle remains of the Holy Roman 
Empire swept away. 

A legally-constituted assembly — 
just as in Ireland 70 years ago — had 
appropriated extraordinary powers. 
Tlie French revolution had begun. 

Its impact on these islands was 
immense. Edmund Burke ranted 
against the new government, Thomas 
Paine defended the foundation of the 
modern nation state. In the ensuing 
debate, the issues of the revolution 
became public property and its 
watchwords — liberie, egalite, frater-
nite — die touchstones of democracy. 

Two hundred years on, all eyes are on 
another European revolution, the 
thorough-going reforms of Mr 
G o r b a c h o v and the Soviet 
Communists. And as with France, so 
today with the Soviet Union, the 
watchwords of the new Russian 
revolution — perestroika and glasnost 
— have passed into everyday usage as 
democrats and socialists debate the 
implications of the Soviet "new 
thinking". 

And not only democrats. The 
inevitable consequence of the first 
successes in the search for new ways of 
achieving global nuclear disarmament 
is the crumbling of the keystone of 
Western military doctrine, "the Soviet 
threat". If the US and their European 
allies are to continue to prepare for 
nuclear or conventional war, a war they 
might not want to risk without an end to 
Irish neutrality, they'll need to find a 
new excuse. 

And developments in the resolution 
of regional conflicts — in Afghanistan, 
the Middle East and southern Africa— 
by political and not military means only 
serve to demonstrate how dramatically 
out of step with international thinking is 
the British government's approach to 
the unresolved national conflict in 
Ireland. 

But if new thinking stops short of 
Downing Street, there are signs that it's 
spreading elsewhere in Britain and 
Ireland. 

The Anglo-Irish Agreement, which 
formalised a British shift from their 
erstwhile Unionist allies to the Dublin 
ruling elite in the military control of 
Northern Ireland, has forced Unionists 
to do some hard, if not yet new, 
thinking. 

Protestant disillusionment with the 
political process is rife, Frank Millar, 
one of the authors of An End To Drift, 
has quit politics and is now working as a 
journalist. George Seawright's caravan 
outside the Maryfield secretariat, 
hated symbol of the Republic's toehold 
in the North, has not survived his death. 
And if Ulster still says No, their voices 
these days haven't been raised quite so 
loud. 

Nor is the republican movement 
standing still. The mass media spotlight 
may have been played on Gerry Adams' 
remarks at this year's ard fheis about 
civilian deaths in the military 
campaign, but the central debate 
concerned the need for, and nature of, 
a new anti-imperialist alliance. Hiey 
are at the beginning of a process whose 
co-ordinates are that they cannot win 
unity and independence by themselves 
and that they are not the only anti-
imperialist forces in Ireland. And it 
should not be forgotten in the media 
ballyhoo about the four-party Duisburg 
talks, leaked by the BBC almost 
certainly to put pressure on the 
participants to deliver some proposal, 
any proposal, for government devolved 
from London, that neither side in the 
Sinn Fein-SDLP talks believe anything 
other than that the first phase of 
discussion is over. 

Nor, of course, should the developing 
work be underestimated of the 
archetypal new thinkers, the Campaign 
for Democracy, the urgency of whose 
demands for Ae democratisation of 
political, social and economic life in 
Ireland was underscored last month by 
the assassination of Belfast solicitor 
Pat Finucane, one of the signatories of 
their declaration on the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, civil rights and democracy 
which was reproduced in last August's 
Irish Democrat. 

The separate, but parallel, 
development of the Time To Go 

campaign by some new uiinkers in 
Britain has laid the foundations for 
education of public opinion to an 
unrecognisably higher level about the 
British presence in Ireland. Bert Ward 
is, of course, right when he says in last 
month's Democrat that the majority for 
withdrawal is not based on political 
understanding. 

But what Time To Go can do is try to 
strengthen the voices for constructive 
British disengagement as the first stage 
towards welding that majority into a 
political force for progressive change. 

How could that be done? For a start, 
we need a serious debate on the options 
proposed from Britain for British 
disengagement, primarily the call for 
withdrawal in the lifetime of one 
parliament (propounded by the Labour 
Committee on Ireland), unity by 
consent (Labour Party), and a 
declaration of intent to withdraw, the 
Connolly Association's policy. 

To this end, we are calling a 
conference on April 22, in Islington 
Town Hall as part of the Association's 
contribution to the year of Time To Go 
to debate just this: How To Go. The 
Labour Committee on Ireland and the 
Labour Party's front bench team have 
been invited to present their proposals 
in the context of how to achieve transfer 
of sovereignty of the 32 counties as a 
whole to the Irish people, a topic the 
Dean of Trinity College, Dublin and 
president of the Irish Anti-Apartheid 
Movement Kadar Asmal will address. 

Working sessions will cover Ireland 
and the 1992 trap (led by executive 
member John Boyd), trade unions and 
disengagement, the economics of 
withdrawal and the peace factor and 
there will be ample opportunity for 
discussion of the issues in groups and in 
plenary session. Final speakers will be 
Kevin McCorry from the Campaign for 
Democracy, Clare Short from Time 
To Go and Martin Moriarty from the 
Connolly Association. Further 
information and delegate credentials 
are available from Conference 
bookings, Connolly Association, 
244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London 
WC1. 

MARTIN MORIARTY 
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THE BOYS OF WEXFORD 
IN comes the captain's daughter, the captain of the Yeos, 
Saying: "Brave United Irishmen, we'll ne're again be foes, 
A thousand pounds I'll bring if you will fly from home with me 
And dress myself in man's attire and fight for liberty." 

CHORUS: 
We are the boys of Wexford, who fought with heart and hanc 
I o burst in twain the galling chain and free our native land. 

I want no gold, my maiden fair, to fly from home with thee; 
^our shining eyes shall be my prize - more dear than gold to me. 
I want no gold to nerve m\ arm to do a true man's part -
To free my land I'd gladly give the red drops from my heart." 
And when we left our cabins, boys, we left with right good will 
To see our friends and neighbours that were at Vinegar Hill! 
A young man from our Irish ranks a cannon he let go; 
He slapt it into Lord Mountjoy - a tyrant he laid low! 
We bravely fought and conquered at Ross and Wexford Town; 
Three Bullet Gate for years to come will speak for our renown; 
Through Walpole's horse and Walpole's foot on Tubbemeering's day 
Depending on the long, bright pike, we cut our gory way. 
And Oulart's name shall be their shame, whose steel we ne'er did fear 
For every man could do his part like Forth and Shelmalier! 
And if, for want of leaders, we lost at Vinegar Hill, 
We're ready for another fight, and love our country still! 

JAMES LARKIN 
IN Dublin city in nineteen thirteen 
rhe boss was rich and the poor were slaves, 
The women working and the children starving 
Along came Larkin like a mighty wave. 
The workmen cringed when the bossman told us 
Seventy hours was our week chore, 
We asked for little and less was granted 
less getting little we asked for more. 

The month of August the bossman told us 
No Union man for him could work, 
We stood by Larkin and told the bossman 
We'd fight or die, but we would not shirk. 
Eight months we fought and eight months we starveo. 
We stood by Larkin through thick and thin 
But foodless homes and the cry of children 
It broke our hearts and we could not win. 
Then Larkin left us, we seemed defeated, 
The night was black for the working man, 
Along came Connolly with new hope and counsel 
His motto was that we'd rise again. 
In nineteen sixteen in Dublin city 
The English soldiers, they burnt our town, 
They shot our leaders, they shelled our buildings, 
Ibe harp was buried beneath the crown. 
They shot MacDermott and Pearse and Plunkett, 
They shot MacDonagh and Clarke the Brave 
From bleak Kilmainham they took their bodies 
To Arbour Hill to a quicklime grave. 
But last of all of the seven leaders 
I'll sing the praise of James Connolly, 
The voice of justice, the voice of freedom. 
He gave his life that men might be free. 

IRISH 
SONGS 

ri • 

GENERAL GUINNESS 
YOU'VE heard of General Wellington, who won at Waterloo, 
But there's a good old Irishman I'll mention unto you, 
He comes from dear old Dublin, he's a man we all applaud, 
For he always finds a corkscrew far more handy than a sword. 
He's good old General Guinness, he's a soldier strong and 'stout'. 
Found on every 1)ottle-front' and he can't be done without, 
His noble name has world wide fame from every heart he cheers, 
Good old General Guinness of the Dublin 'booseliers'. 
This hale and hearty warrier is worshipped in the ranks, 
He does his task inside the cask as well as in the tanks, 
And he bears the brunt on every front, north, south, east and west 
And he wears about ten thousand canteen medals on his chest, 
He's good old General Guinness, he's won the world's applause, 
For it's he who kept our spirits up in the midst of all the wars, 
WTio was the first to flirt with Mademoiselle from Armentiers? 
Why, good old General Guinness of the Dublin booseliers. x 

All over Bonnie Scotland too the General is seen, 
They've given him the freedom of the town of Aberdeen, 
From Inverness to Galashiels he keeps them warm and bright, 
They love to gather roon' him och on every moonlit night, 
He's good old General Guinness, he's as good as Scottish broth, 
"Twas he who turned the Firth of Forth into the Firth of Froth, 
All Scotsmen dance the Highland Fling and shout when he appears 
Hurrah for General Guinness and the Dublin booseliers! 

Edited by 
Patrick Bond 

The anti-
Irish 

Irishman 
FROM Polar seas to torrid climes, 

Where'er the trace of man is found, 
What common feeling marks our kind 

And sanctifies each spot of ground? 
What virtue in the human heart 

The proudest tribute can command? 
The dearest, purest, holiest, best -

The lasting love of Fatherland! 

Then who's the wretch that basely 
spurns 

The ties of country, kindred, friends 
That barters every noble aim 

For sordid views, for private ends? 
One slave alone on earth you'll find 

Through Nature's universal span, 
So lost to virtue, dead to shame -

the anti-Irish Irishman. 

Our fields are fertile, rich our floods, 
Our mountains bold, majestic, 

grand; 
Our air is balm, and every breeze 

Wings health around our native land. 
But who despises all her charms, 

And mocks her gifts where'er he can 
Why he, the Norman sneaking slave, 

The anti-Irish Irishman. 

The Norman - spawn of fraud and 
guile -

Ambitious sought our peaceful shore, 
And, leagued with native guilt, 

despoiled 
And deluged Erin's fields with gore. 

Who gave the foeman footing here? 
What wretch unholy led her van? 

The prototype of modern slaves, 
The anti-Irish Irishman. 

For ages rapine ruled our plains 
And slaughter raised his red right 

hand, 
And virgins shrieked and rooftrees 

blazed. 
And desolation swept the land. 

And who would not those ills arrest 
Or aid the patriotic plan 

To burst his country's galling chains? 
The anti-Irish Irishman. 

But now, too great for fetters grown, 
Too proud to bend a slavish knee, 
Loved Erin mocks the tyrant's thrafl, 
And firmly vows she shall be free! 

But mark yon treacherous, stealthy 
knave 

That bends beneath his country's 
ban -

Let infamy eternal brand 
That smti-lrish Irishman. 

HUGH IIARKIN 

THREE LEAF 
SHAMROCK 

BY the side our ship was anchored on a bright St Patrick's Day 
On the quay a lass was-sighing for her lover going away. 
In her hand she held an emblem and its parting leaves were three, 
And her parting words were: "Darling, look on these and thiiA of me." 

CHORUS: 
Three-leaf shamrock I adore thee, your three leaves I long to free 
When there's better days in Ireland I'll come home and marry thee. 
Just before the ship had started she laid her hand on mine, 
Just before that we had parted she looked with loving eyes so kind, 
To my coat she pinned an emblem and its parting leaves were three 
And her parting words were: "Darling, look on these and think of me." 
But tonight I am in exile far from home and far from thee. 
Next my heart I'll wear your token, love, no matter where I be, 
And although the seas divide us and your face I might never see 
When there's better days in Ireland I'll come home and marry thee. 

DESTINATION DONEGAL 
AS 1 stand above the starboard bow and watch the ocean foam, 
As I view each new horizon, 1 feel farther from my home -
A sailor on a foreign ship and bound for Montreal, 
Sure I'd give die world to make my destination Donegal. 
1 would take my way to Malin, to Bundoran, to Raphoe 
From Portsalon down to Killybegs from Creeslough and Dunloe, 
I'd wander down by Bamesmore Gap, on everyone I'd call 
And I'd view the Bluestack Mountains from the town of Donegal. 
Oh, Donegal, I miss you, and I'll never understand 
Why I left you for these far-off lands against my heart's command 
Whatever fortune comes my way, whatever may befall, 
Sure I know I'll make my final destination Donegal. 

SEOLADH NA NGAMHNA 
TRATHNOININ aoibhinn ar fiar a'ghleanna 
's me a' seola na ngamhan fe'n bhfasch 
'sea do dhearcas sa taobh liom an speirbhean cailce 
Ciuintais, banuil, naireach. 
D'fliios rui os fein go seimh de'n ainnir 
Arbh aoinne i thar lear do thainig 
"Ar lorg na ngabhain sea d'fhagas an baile 
Is ceann n | bhfaghad go la diobh." 
Ta crainn in caoirthinn i luinin na coille 
'gus ragham n ar aon go la ann 
Mar a mbeidh ceolta na n-ean da soir cui a' chodla 
'Sgeomuid na gamhna 'maireach. 
Geobham-na cead saor o mhaoir na coille 
Fear a thuirt go la doibh, 
Is le fainne'n lae beam ar aon 'nar sheasamh 
Ag soladh na ngamhan fe'n bhlasach. 
"Beirim mo mhallacht do mhaorai na coille seo 
Mar is iad a h'fhag anseo le fan me. , 
M'athair is mo mhathahr go bronach sa bhaile 
Is gan goire agam teacht ina lathair; 
Is anois a stoirin, o tharla ag imeacht thu -it-
Is o tharla nach tu ata i ndan dom, 
Seo dhuit mo phoigin ar bharra mo mhearaibh, 
Is a stoirin mo chuig cead slan leat. 

WOLFE TONE 
IN childhood days I loved to sit upon my father's knee 
And hear the tales of Granuaile and days that used to be; 
I loved to dwell on what he'd tell, a story of his own 
About a hero brave and true, his name it was Wolfe Tone. 

His many deeds of bravery, the battles that he fought, 
And how he died in prison cell, I saddened at the thought; 
It left a spell - how can I tell of tears when all alone 
With childish grief in true belief I prayed for poor Wolfe Tone. 

In that sad, uneven, struggle of the weak against the strong, 
When the anguished cry went to the sky, "How long, oh God, bowkmg. 
An empire's hate decreed a fate that made our people moan - 1 " • 
You did you best, with God you rest, Indomitable Tone. < 

A little grave at Bodenstown close by an ivied wall 
Where the dust of one of Ireland's best awaits the angel's call; . 
And with God's will he'll guide as still till all our land we'll own, 
Then swords of flame shall trace the name of our own unconquered Tone. 

. . . . . ; M 
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HYPOCRISY AND HUMBUG 
THE Winilesham/Rmpton report on DtMk on the Rock, Faber, 145 pp, £3.99 mi 
'Gibrahnr', by Ian Jack, in Grmta 25, Pcnpin, 256pp, U99. 

Where loose talk 
encourages assassination 

Pat r ick M c G o r y : " Y o u ' r e 
saying (Sean Savage) simply got 
his brad in the way of the 
bullets?' 
Soldier C: "That ' s the way it C: "Tt t i t ' s 

to me,-sr .* 
SOMEWHERE in bis compreh-
ensive demolition of the British 
establishment's version of what 
happened in Gibraltar on March 6 
last year, Ian Jack remarks on 
how similar the Rock's graffiti — 
"Free Since 1713".—is to the red, 
white and blue slogans of 
Protestant Belfast. 

1713 lives on — like 1690 — in 
the Gibraltarian imagination, the 
year in which the Rock was 
delivered from the Spanish and 
handed over to the British empire 
in the Treaty of Utrecht. 

British banditry had paid off, 
and now Gibraltar's citizens were 
f ree: free to serve the occupying 
armies, free to work for the 
empire, free to identify themselves 
with the conquerors. And 40-odd 
years ago, they even became free 
to elect a local House of 
Assembly. v

 £ 

Their freedom was built on the 
r o c k of B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y 
occupation. But these days, it 's 
n o t l o o k i n g s u c h a s a f e 
foundation. 

Until January this year, it took 
die best part of 2,000 British 
t roops to stand between Gibraltar 
and the Spanish. But in the 
aftermath of the current so-called 
defence review, 1,000 of those 
b o o p s , their families and support 
staff are being withdrawn, a cut of 
around 50 percent f rom an island 
half of whose 2.25 square miles fs> 
owned by the Ministry of Defence. 

Resistance f rom the Free Since 
1713-ers is already fierce — one in 
10 Gibraltarians earn a living 
f r o m the MoD — and the graffiti 
may well be proliferating in the 
coming months. One retired chief 
minister — a post over which the 
British-appointed governor has 
the power of veto — is already 
h u f f i n g and p u f f i n g about 
Gibraltar standing by Britain in 
two world wars t o be abandoned 
into the arms of the Spanish. 

But Sir Geoffrey Howe, George 
Younger and the rest of them have 
made a few calculations about 
how much it costs the British 
taxpayer to police the gateway to 
tiie Mediterranean. And they are 
confident about scaling down the 
numbers and perhaps eventually 
bringing the troops back home 
because the government whose 
territory extends to within a mile 
of the town centre, the social-
democratic administration of 
Ffelipe Gonzalez, has been co-
o p t e d i n t o t h e E u r o p e a n 
Community, coerced into NATO, 
a n d migh t ye t find itself 
conscripted, into the European 
. Ill IIIHIK^jgg jjK&fftiCTtt?, 

or not the Rock will 
the British orbit is 

_ _ question. One of its 
caverns, fan Jack reports, houses 
• mock Northern Ireland village 
— two shops, local school, 
Catholic church and aH —where 
British troop* rehearse for lours 
of duty for that other British 
colony from where th« policy of 
summary execution of members 
of the republican movement was 
taOeodMt exactly 12 months ago. 

Ifeiread Farrell, Dan McCtnn 
and Sean Savage died in a hail of 
WAS bullets on a Sunday 
afternoon. The smokescreen of 

1 bambug — Tory 
^ Ait ken's wwd» — 

$Sp * • 
" t h e trio i * J W b 

bomb", screamed the tabloid 
headlines the next day. The Daily 
Mail informed its readers the 
explosive had a video timing 
device, the Mirror revealed a 
controlled explosion had failed to 
set it off. According t o 7he 
Independent, the three died in a 
shoot-out, which the Daily Record 
only marginally more fancifully 
described as a gunbattle. . 

MARTi N M RIARTY ] 
But there was no bomb. No 

timer. And they had no guns. 
Fleet Street had swallowed the 
Ministry of Defence story book, 
line and sinker. 

It was almost two months later 
before Thames T V s This Week 
team asked the question: "Were 
the soldiers acting in self-defence, 
or were they operating what has 
become known as a 'shoot-to-kill 
policy' — simply eliminating a 

Soup of known terrorists outside 
e due process of the law, without 

arrest, trial or verdict?" 
Government reaction was swift. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe, the man who 
shamelessly told the Commons a 
pack of lies the day after the 

And it works. It confuses public 
opinion by asking the wrong 
ques t ion . " D i d t he British 
establishment licence a conspiracy 
against a democratically-elected 
Labour government?" becomes 
"Should former spies be able to 
p u b l i s h t h e i r m e m o i r s ? " 
Similarly, "Did the SAS execute 
three unarmed republicans?' 
becomes "Should Thames TV ask 
questions about Britain's military 
campaign against the I R A ? ' 

But it 's not just that public 
opinion is confused. Writers, 
reporters and broadcasters are 
i n t imida t ed . " I f a n y o n e is 
tempted to take a closer look at 
the events of March 6," Death on 
the Rock producer Chris Oxley 
said after the publication of the 
Windlesham/Rampton report, 
"remember what may happen if 
you 'question* (or cast 'doubt ' on) 
the government's account." 

His warning is what makes the 
Windlesham repor t requi red 
reading for English and Irish 
democrats alike. And it throws 
into relief the pluck of Penguin 
Books for publishing, and Ian 
J a c k f o r wr i t ihg , such a' 
t h o u g h t f u l l y u n s e n s a t i o n a l 
account of what really happened 
in Gibraltar twelve months ago. 

killings, unblushingly complained 
to the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority that "irresponsible and 
partial presentation of 'evidence" 
would have a prejudicial effect" 
on the ' judicial process". His 
b r e a t h t a k i n g co r respondence 
With the IBA is reproduced at the 

4 qf the Windlesham/Rampton 
"art on Death on the Rock. 
ftthin the last few weeks, the 

programme has been vindicated 
by an inquiry, presided over by a 
former Tory Northern Ireland 
minister, which took four times as 
long as the Gibraltar inquest itself. 
Carmen Proetta is no "anti-British 
whore" (The Sun). This Week 
editor Roger Bolton has had no con-
tact with republican paramilitaries 
(Daily Mail). Death on the Rock 
was neither sloppy nor one-sided 
(Sunday Times). 

But the government hadn ' t only 
contended the programme was 
partial. Throwing the argument 
up a gear in an attempt to i ' 
the met ' 

they substituted a pseudo-moral 
argument in a grander Tory 
scheme of things: Death on the 
Rock was, in a phrase coined by 
Tom King, was "trial by tele-
vision." 

They've done it before. When 
ex-MI5 officer Peter Wright used 
his autobiography to describe the 
destabilisation of the Wilson 
government, they spent hundreds 
of thousands of pounds across the 
globe in a campaign to smother 
the details of a very British coup in 
the dustcloud of "the Spycatcher 
affair". - ^ .• , 

IMPORTANT • 
COULD contributors please note that 
all copy should reach die Editor on or 
before the tenth of every month. It 

early is put in At most prominent 
position and will be set in larger size 
print. 

* x »• • * 
The last date for entries of the 

Fejbraary Caption Competition is 
March 31st. Remember we want to 

WITH the Thatcher government the 
British people have inctaled an 
antocracy that can brook no opposition. 
Elsewhere in this 'Democrat' it is 
outlined how even pro-establishment 
groups in northern Ireland are 
beginning to become alienated. Hiere 
has been yet another development. 

By Red Hand 
On Ireland die Tories ate not only 

autocratic, they are zenophobic. That 
must have been why junior Home 
Office Minister, Mr Douglas Hogg, 
suggested that some lawyers in 
northern Ireland were . . . "unduly 
sympathetic" . . . to terrorists. Some 
lawyers, you see, have the temerity to 
defend people accused of IRA-ism (not 
terrorism, as such) and, what is more, 
they have the ability to make a good 
professional job of it - as had Mr Pat 
Finucane. Mr Hogg had been warned 
about the possible effect of his words. 
He most probably did not intend them 
to have the effect which people now 
assert that they had. 

He was only acting in the stupid, 
arrogant, ill-informed way in which 
Tories act invariably when Ireland is 
involved. Historically they were always 
particularly antipathetic to opposition 
from THERE. Not so long ago pitch-
caps were IN. 

Mr Finucane was a signatory to the 
C a m p a i g n f o r D e m o c r a c y ' s 
'Declaration on the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, Civil Rights and 
Democracy' - over half the signatures 
on which were Protestant. This called 
for a phased constructive British 
withdrawal from northern Ireland 

Oh My Dark Rosaleen 
Do not sigh, Do not weep 

DR John McGurk, Head of 
History at the Liverpool Institute 
of Higher Education and member 
of the teaching team of the new 
Institute of Irish Studies in 
Liverpool University opened a 
series of lectures commemorating 
the French Revolution's bi-
centenary at the Irish Centre in 
Mount Pleasant. These winter 
lecture series were founded by 
Desmond Greaves and it is good 
to see that they w e being 
c o n t i n u e d by the Conno l ly 
A s s o c i a t i o n in L i v e r p o o l . 
Desmond always had a theme to 
this ever popular winter series and 
John McGurk has been a faithful 
contributor to the series. In this 
opening talk John McGurk 
concentrated on some aspects of 
Franco-Irish relations prior to the 
Revolution and in which Waiting 
for the French' to help the Irish 

Fiance. 
Both themes were frequently 

b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r i n h i s 
talk in the many so called 
conspiracies of the Irish to gain 
French military and monetary aid 
t o f r e e I r e l and f r o m her 
oppressors . Centra l t o the 
lecturer's theme was the wav in 
which D r McGurk delineated the 
build u p of French phobia in the 
Dublin and London adminis-
trations until the massive impact 

know what Gorbachov said to of the American Revolution on 
Mafgaret Thatcher, la mm sentence Irishmen engendered new hopes 
and it hat got to refer to some aspect of especially in thc PiytWtsnt 
the Irish OMttfam. democrats of the North w h o * kin 

appeared to have been a dominant l e c t u r e g a t L i v e r p o o i . D r McGurk 
aspect. He dwelt on the two mam e n d e d h i s i ^ u r e with some 
types of peoples Ireland sent ^ m i m p o r t a n t y e t 
out in its celebrated diaspora — 3 e c t r e s u l t o f the French 
wldiers to the Irish B r i m d * of Evo lu t ion on Irish history, but 
5 2 2 * ^ l ^ r one which is difficult to assess, 
scholars to the host of Irish ^ ^ the founding of the Royal 
Colleges on the continent of Catholic College at Mayi 
Europe so many of them m 1795 and the widespread i 

tl French 

played such a large part in that 
revolution. 

If the ordinary people of 
America and later of France in the 
Revolution of 1789 could throw 
off tyrannical rule and govern 
themselves, then why not the Irish 
in Ireland? As is his wont, D r 
McGurk often let the evidence 
speak for itself and his range of 
sources included very interesting 
materials from the state papers 
in Ireland, especially on the two 
John O'Mafonys, uncle a n d 
nephew, both eventually bishops 
of Killaloe, and both key figures in 
Franco/Irish relations a century 
before the Revolution. 

The Volunteer Movement, 
Theobald Wolfe Tone and the 
United Irishmen and the actual 
intervention of the French with 
men, money and arms in 1798 are 
to be covered in subsequent 

jotn in 
Quence 

of its original French emigre 
p r o f e s s o r s . H o w e v e r , m o s t 
historians agree (no easy matter) 
that militant republicanism was 
the main legacy carried through to 
Tone, Pearse and Connolly. 

The living interest in Ireland's 

wnicn 
attach .̂ In the 
evening, many 
Fran co-Irish 

and 

of the 
of tiie city's 
links were 

„ on this the 
Bernard Morgan 

wtll informed. 

according to a programme agreed with 
the Irish interests involved. 

Mr Colin Haddkk, President of the 
Law Society, had this to say about the 
coid-Mooded and very cowardly murder 
of Mr Hnncane: "Mr Douglas Hogg 
has mated an excuse for die (pro-
British, author) terrorists to carry out 
the murder." 

Itii,ofcourse,a very well suppressed 
fact - on the part of the "free" British 
media - that in the period 1969 to 1981 
52.3% of the CIVILIAN deaths have 
been caused by the British State forces 
and their Loyalist para-military 
objective allies. In 1988, the Loyalists 
had been responsible for 45% of the 
ciriHaa deaths. _ 

Their mode of operation is to attack 
unarmed unsuspecting civilians ONLY 
(as with Mr Finucane) and bomb or gun 
them down without mercy. Very 
occasionally do they successfully target 
$ nationalist para-military and never.it 
would seem, in a stand-up face-to-face 
armed encounter. Their motivation is 
atavistic pro-Tory Unionism (dressed 
up as "Protestantism") and that is 
undoubtedly why the British media 
seldom condemn their barbarism.. 
Doesn't it, almost universally, support 
medievalism in Afghanistan? 

De facto the British powers-that-be 
are allies of THIS KIND of terrorism. 
Mr Goibachov should remember this 
when he mee t s . . . "SHE that must be 
obeyed." 

The presence of proto-fascist 
terrorist groups inside the Protestant 
part of the community has, of course, 
the efficacy - for the British - of 
supressing the liberal democratic 

• tendency within northern Irish 
Protestantism. Historically this 
tradition has, at times, expressed itself 
in a fervid pro-Irish pro-Republican 
stance, viz, 1798. 

Despite their ambiguous (some 
would say, non-existent) Anglo-Irish 

.undertaking to respect a northern 
majority for the reunification of 
Irelasd, the British are evidently very 

"anxious to avoid a close eventuality of 
that kiad. 

Loyalist para-militarism is "just the"" 
ticket" here. It does not cow the 
nationalists, but it keeps potential 
Protestant radicals from sticking out 
their necks. 

1989 is the bi-centeimial of the 
French Revolution. Protestants were 
then very much alienated from British 
rule in Ireland. Today they are 
becoming alienated again . . . privat-
isations and the Anglo-Irish Agreement 
are responsible for this. There are plans 
in the six-counties, despite the British 
reign of terror, to re-examine IN THIS 
CENTENARY YEAR the legacy of 
Steel Dickson, Hope and M'Cracken. 
Perhaps in this other side of 
Protestantism will lie some hope for our 
country. 

What is particularly sad about the 
whole sorry mess is that the British 
labour movement has the capacity to 
put an end to the bariiarism. But then it 
would need a policy on Ireland 
genuinely distinguishable from that of 
Thatcher's Tories. It would need to 
have a Arm commitment to the . . , 
phased Irish-agreed British withdrawal 
from Ireland. 

GLASGOW BRANCH 
CA MEETINGS 

March 9th, April 13th, May 
11th, June 8th, August 19th, 
September 14th, October 
12 th, November 9th, 
December 14th. ie the 
second Thursday of every 
month at 7.30 pm at the 
Patrick Burgh H a i l , 

Glasgow. »i 
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/ l e e f t A A o w REST IN PEACE - DONAL PEADAR 
" i : 

WAR BY OTHER MEANS — 
"Candidates in local elections in 
Northern Ireland may be required 
to swear an oath of allegiance to 
the Queen and make a declaration 
renouncing support for outlawed 
organisations. Mr Tom King, 
Secretary of Stale for Northern 
Ireland, said it was no secret that 
the g rea t conce rn of the 
Government had been 'the quite 
blatant and clear support of the 
armed s t rugg l e ' " SUNDAY 
TIMES — NB. The previous oath 
of allegiance called on politicians 
"to render true and faithful 
allegiance and service to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her 
Heirs and Successors according to 
law and to Her Government of 
Northern Ireland". This oath was 
withdrawn in 1973. It is now 
proposed to re-instate it and add 
"I declare, and undertake that if 
elected I will neither support nor 
assist the activities of any 
organisation proscribed by law in 
Northern Ireland." The new 
Elected Authorities (Northern 
Ireland) Bill requires candidates 
seeking election to councils in 
Northern Ireland to sign a form 
declaring they will not express 
support for any Government 
listed organisation. 

THE LEADERS OR THE LED. 
"Mr Mallon, like other members 
of his party, sees the agreement as 
a signal that London is no longer 
i r r e v o c a b l y c o m m i t t e d to 
retaining Northern Ireland with 
the United Kingdom. The SDLP 
has used it as an argument in the 
n a t i o n a l i s t c o m m u n i t y for 
abandoning the violence of the 
IRA and taking a constitution 
approach. There has been little 
progress, however, since the 
agreement was signed." THE 
TIMES. 

RIGHT WING VIEW — "We 
must cease to give the impression 
that the possibility of future Irish 
unity is even remotely and 
conditionally considered. Such 
ambivalence undermines those 
who support the Union and 
encourages those who murder in a 
campaign for its dissolution 
t h r o u g h a t t r i t i o n . " T o n y 
Marlowe, Conservative MP for 
Northampton North. HANSARD. * * * 

HARLAND AND WOLFF — 
"During the past five years the 
east Belfast yard has received 240 
million of government funds and 
each of its 3,500 employees is,-
costing the taxpayer around 
£15,000 a year. Despite the 
importance of the yard to the 
economy of Northern Ireland, the 
government has decided to cut its 
losses." SUNDAY TIMES. NB. 
in fact, the workforce of this 
Unionist stronghold, the second 
largest employer, has now been 
reduced to 2,900. Current debts 
are 400 million and annual losses 
are running at 20 million a year, 
after subsidies. 
Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd (TU), 

Nottingham Road, Ripley, Derbys, 
and published by Connolly Publi-
cations Ltd, 244 Grays Inn Road, 
London WC1. Telephone: 01-833-3022. 

DONAL MacAmhlaigh was born 
in Galway in 1926. The family 
moved to Kilkenny when Danny 
was 13 years of age. After the 
usual primary education he found 
himself, like many others, without 
a full time job and joined the Irish 
Army. When they found out he 
was fluent in the tongue he was 
commandered into the Irish 
speaking regiment. It was here he 
learnt his appreciation of working 
class culture and the changing face 
of Ireland seen through the 
decreasing use of the mother 
tongue. It was the time of the 
advent of, what can only be 
described as English commercial 
values, into rural Ireland. 

He always spoke of those early 
days in the Irish regiment as the 
time when basic issues of why and 
how were discussed in Irish. 
Perhaps they all felt that as 
inheritors of the language they 
had a responsibility to understand 
the composition of the people of 
Ireland and the role of the 
language they were speaking. 
Though words like colonialism 
were not used they understood 
that the defence of the language 
was part and partial of the defence 
of Ireland, and the destruction of 
our language was a political 
weapon of those who would deign 
to rule us. 

Danny left the Irish army with a 
hope for better things; but he soon 
joined the queue for the boat and 
i n 1 9 5 1 h e a r r i v e d i n 
N o r t h a m p t o n t o t a k e u p 
residency in the local hospital as 
an orderly. The staff at that time, 
like most hospitals in the UK, 
were manned, or should I say 
womanned, by the youth of 
Ireland. Here was the stuff that 
life is made of — working people 
with a moral goal to help those 
less fortunate than themselves 
'and the Irish have always been 
good at that' as Danny often said. 
His stories about Matrons and 
mops in the early sixties are period 
gems of working class culture. His 
story of Mr M'Baka about the first 
black doctor in Northampton is a 
lesson in multi-cultural co-
existence. 

Author, Journalist and Broadcaster. This tribute comes from Peter 
Mulligan, Secretary Northampton Branch of The Connolly Association. 
Donal leaves a widow, Bridget, a daughter, Maureen and a son, James. 

The move into local digs was 
later to provide stories of shared 
rooms, mean dinners and slightly 
off Landladies. The stories were 
retold in the pages of the Irish 
Democrat in Britain and Ireland's 
Own in Ireland. His reports 
appeared in Innu and Inois, The 
Irish Times to the Irish Post. We 
all read these stories avidly — they 
were our lives — v ; knew these 
conditions, those landladies. The 
stories were no less real because 
the names and locations had been 
changed. Likewise the stories of 
the building workers — Danny 
worked on all the major building 
sites in the East Midlands. From 
Milton Keynes to Coventry, from 
the Ml to the M6. He was a 
modern day Patrick MacGill 
recording the trials, tribulations 
and joys of the people he worked 
alongside. 

Revelations of comradeship on 
the building sites gave heart to the 
fainthearted. His expose' of the 
vindictive and greedy gombeen 
ganger who wore the large hat 
(because his head was small) 
brought back memories for those 
who knew those conditions, and 
in a way ensured that they are 
history. 

We all marvelled at the 
descriptive characters, building 
sites and pubs in Dialann Deorai: 
later published in English as The 
Irish Navvy. Again it was a piece 
of our time when gangers 
recruitedfor Murphy and paid out 
in the pub. 'Danny exposed them 
on the white pages of his books in 
Irish and in English. The exploited 
brains and the brawn that built the 
motorways and the London 
Underground were laid bare. And 
undernea th it all was the 
heartache of the exile. Nobody 
ever said thank you for helping to 
build Britain. 

In N o r t h a m p t o n D a n n y 
MacAmhlaigh was a founder 

member of the Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Association which 
made local people, at least in the 
1970s, reflect on what the 
Protestant fundamentalists were 
about in Northern Ireland. In 
later years he was an active 
member of the Northampton 
Connolly Association and our 
mentor at the Irish Class which 
ran for two years in the 
Unemployed Centre. Attendance 
ranged from 20 to 12 for ages from 
50 to 8 — every week Danny was 
our voluntary teacher giving us a 
basic grasp of the language of our 
forefathers. That was all we 
required, a foothold in the door to 
identify ourselves. It was positive 
and it worked. Reflecting life, in 
its simplicity, innocence and 
hardship was Danny's forte. He 
was a man of simple means and his 
recorded judgements were honest 
and true. 

Outside the hundreds of short 
stories that Danny wrote, in Irish 
and English f o r t he Irish 
Democrat and other publications 
he found time to write five full 
length novels in Irish. Two of 
them were translated into English. 
The classic biography The Irish 
Navvy (Dialann Deor&i 1960) 
revealed a small part of a greater 
picture. Schnitzer O'Shea is a 
glorious satire on gombeen/ 
bourgeois cultural values. An 
additional book is in the process 
of being published. 

(an^ofiaiO. ^ s p e c i a r b i | e ^ t t h 
he ordered specially, you (mow 
the type, the ones used by the 
Garda, great big things like 
Centurian tanks. He was often 
seen traversing about the town at 
a steady pace. In fact he used his 
bicycle on the day he passed from 
us. 

Danny's politics were socialist 
b u t n o t of t he M a r x i s t s 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s v a r i e t y . His 
philosophy was made on simple 

THERE is worldwide interest in 
Gorbachaev's changes in Russia. For 
socialists the key question is: will they 
strengthen or weaken socialism? 
Gorbachaev has had stunning foreign, 
policy successes. Everyone now sees 
that the Russians want peace. We can 
all sleep more peacefully in our beds 
as a result. If the arms race continues 
it will not be due to the USSR. It will 
be because the West's military-
industrial complex wants tension 
maintained so as to keep profitable 
government arms orders rolling in. 

But what of Russia's economy? Will 
the changes now on foot — 
decentralisation, more reliance on 
market signals to guide production of 
consumer goods, the leasing of 
farmland and other public property to 
individuals and co-operatives, give 
better results than when everything 
was run from the centre? They should 
do in time, though there will be 
problems aplenty for a period. The 
champions of capitalism will gloat 
over these difficulties. They do so 
while menacing storm-clouds are 
gathering over captialism — the Third 
World debt problem, trade rivalry 
between the US, Japan and the EEC, 
the about- to-burst speculative 
balloon on world stock markets. 

Socialists above all must see politics 
historically. As the late Desitiond 
Greaves used to say: "Capitalism is 
the history of wars, socialism the 
history of mistakes." It is not given to 

• BY 
POLITICUS 

any generation of men to lay down the 
future for centuries to come. Marx 
and Engels did not attempt to give a 
blueprint of how to run a socialist 
society. It took capitalism centuries to 
develop out of feudalism. It is only 
realistic to recognise that it may take 
centuries for socialism to show its full 
potential over capitalism? A socialist 
society requires a co-operative, 
altruistic psychology among people it 
will surely take a long time before the 
rotten individualism and selfishness 
of the capitalist period is expunged 
from the human heart. 

Highly centralised planning made it 
possible for die Russians to build up a 
heavy industrial base in the 1920b and 
1930s. It wat done at terrible cost in 
human suffering. They compressed 
into two decades the pain and sacrifice 
which whole generations had to 
endure during the 19th 
Industrial Revolution in the West, 
the Russians had not done that we 
might all t o d a y he under Hitler. But 
when the priority is not steel or coal or 
other heavy industry, but producing 
the multitude of consumer items 
which m a k e up a m o d e r n 
popula t ions* living s t a n d a r d , 

must become the 
order of the day. 

Not completely of course. This is 
decentralisation based on planning. 
Socialism means production for need, 
not private profit. A truley socialist 
society will give priority to the 
production of social service type 
goods, distributed without charges or 
heavily subsidised — education, 
health services, transport, public 
housing, books, cultural goods and 
the like — which are provided free or 
heavily subsidised for social reasons. 
Under socialism social service reforms 
of distribution continually enlarge. 
Under capitalism, social services are 
regarded as a drag on private profit 
making, continually under attftck, 
being cut back or marked down as 
candidates for privatisation. 

The fundamental political difference 
between socialism and capitalism depends 
on who runs the State. Is it run by those 
representing the working class and people 
as a whole? Or by the Banks, the big 
monopolies and the private property 
relations underpinning them — in the 
interests of capitalism in other words. 

These are the issues they are now 
grappling with in Russia. In judging them 
it is necessary to distinguish the.political 
essence of socialism from the trafttftory 
local circumstances of particular socialist 
societies at different stages of 
development. And one should remdMber 
.always to distnut what they say about 
socialism in the capitalist press! 

WORLD COMMENT 

logical grounds that Western 
Europe was rich and the few 
manipulated the many. His 
judgements were made on moral 
grounds, perhaps inherited f r o m 
his Catholic upbringing. He 
recognised unfairness for what it 
was, a means of playing us all 
against each other. 

We will remember him for his 
humanity, honesty and simplicity. 
For his description of those of ten 
difficult early years in exile we all 
went through. He was of us and he 
expressed our feelings. We have 
lost our mentor but the cause is 
stronger and goes on 

He preferred Gaelic 
"S6 IVTuaigneas fada 
an gaoth a dtuaidh k leathadh 
Is an bis ins an sp£ir " 
THE lines from "Sean O'DuibMr a 
Gleanna" will be familiar to his friends 
in "Cuideachta" who were waiting for 
him in the Irish Club in London for one 
of his occasional visits f rom 
Northampton. Sometimes delayed by 
the Ml traffic on the way, his late 
arrival presaged no special unease. We 
were not to know that on the way to 
doing something he dearly loved— 
speaking and listening to Irish r - t h e 
great leveller had struck an unkind blow 
at the rearguard of Irish culture. JDonal 
was by any standards a significant Irish 
writer and we can ill afford his loss. 

He will be remembered by those who 
knew bin however as a man of great 
charm and firmness and quite without 
"side". Modest about hisownwttk,he 
melted easily into any company, 
happiest perhaps among bis mates from 
the buUding site where the crack would 

of varied and interesting writing that 
tells much abort him. 

Immersed as he was in the QaeHc 
tradition in Galway, it is no surprise 
that his early works followed the 
autobiographical mode of Maurice 
O'Sullivan, Feig and many others. But 
in doing so he has left fine social 
documents in fields so often overlooked 
for being too obvious — "Saol 
Saighdiura" spelling out with precision 
and humour the humdrum of peace-
time soldiering and "Dialann Deorai" 
saying for himself what was the 
experience of thousands of post-war 
emigrants to Britain putting on record a 
period when work was to be had but 
only with long hours, poor conditions 
and the difficulties of nomadic 
employment and atrocious housiqg. His 
sensitivity in this book is acknowledged 
in that the translation "The Irish 
Navvy" was entrusted to a poet 
(Valentine Iremonger) and both book 
and translation will surely endure. 

Age and experience lead him to 
deeper and more original themes. His 
fantasy "Schnitzer O'Shea" is set below 
ground in the London Underground 
Railway system from which there seems 
to k no escape. Ope cannot avoid 
comparison with two other great 
Galway Gaelic writers — Padraic 
O'Conaire who set "DeoraMwacht" 
among the London-Irish and Mairtin 
O'Cadhain's "Cre na Cllle". All O n e 
go right back to the springs of ewly 
Irish story teOiim for imaginativework. 
Had DwnhMd) ehoeen to write in 
English he temtdhave been inline for a 
Booker or a Whitbread prize but Us 
loyalty toT 
confident that by| 
in mm f»jf l 

what he had in 
BFLATHAS DO. 


