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Tape-recorder 
Concealed in 
Irish Meeting 
PRETTY GIRL HOLDS MIKE 

T H E eye of a Connolly Association speaker in Hyde Park 
strayed towards a smiling blonde "lovely" who was peering 

up intently at the platform. 

But what did she have in her 

WAS DEV 
LYING ? 

Were Jailings British Orders? 
OTHER EXPLANATIONS POSSIBLE 

Y ^ A S it as a result of a British note that De Valera seized the Sinn Fein 
leaders in defiance of the declaration of human rights (which Ireland has 

signed ? 

I <*> leg?) t ^ j ".̂ >1 '^"i 

REMEMBER 
Irish Re-union 

O R A N G E TREE, 

E U S T O N ROAD 
S A T U R D A Y , 15th SEPT. 

7.30 p.m. 

British newspapers at the time said it was. They 

said that the British Ambassador called in person. That 

has never been denied in Britain. 

But De Valera has denied it. 
Who are we to believe ? 

One theory 

Some people argue that De 

Valera would have too much re-

gard lor his own rebel past to act 

against Sinn Fein in peace time 

hand ? 
A microphone. 
When he expostulated, she 

moved to one side. Behind her was 

an ugly hulking brute operating 

a tape-recorder. The speaker 

ordered them out of the crowd. 

Looking around them at the faces 

of the audience, who had not 

noticed them slyly working their 

way in with their machine, they 

went. 

This was the second time gum-

shoe operators tried to get records 

ol Irish speeches. The number of 

camera-men has trebled sinced the 

arrest of the Sinn Fein leaders. 

One excused his presence by say-

ing he was "only taking the 

crowd." 

Somewhere there would be a 
grand microscope for looking at 
every face in that crowd. 

P I C K E T S A L S O 
Pickets outside the Irish Em-

bassy were asked the way by men 
in a strange car. Then questions 
sprang out about the picketting. 
Who were they? What was it for? 
All details, please. 

The little Falls Road woman 
spotted what was going on in 
the back of the car. One man 
had brought out a notebook. 
The other switched on a tape-
rccorder. She rushed forward 
and told the spy-circus to move 
its effects on. It did. 
English newspapers have re-

cently described methods of get-
ting people to speak on tape re-
corders, and then altering what 
they have said. For example, a man 
might say " I do not believe in 
Civil War." A tape-recorder expert 
could remove the "not" and may-
he m ton years time the man might 
be coni ronted with a record of his 
own voice saying he believed in 
civil war. And he could not get a 
single witness to the contrary. 

The Connolly Association an-
nounces that its members will 
accept no responsibility for al-
leged tape-recordings of their 
voices, now or at any future 
time whatsoever, and that their 
speeches are copyright. | 

THE MEETING THAT WASN'T 
D'Alton plan sadly mauled in cockpit of 

conflicting stories 
I A B O U R M.P.s were to dis-

cuss partition at the end of 
July. I t can now be revealed 
why they did not. 

It was through intervention 
from the Northern Ireland La-
bour Party. 
The Northern Ireland Labour 

Party must not be confused with 

the Irish Labour Party. It has no 

M.P.s, no councillors, and no policy 

that is distinct from the Unionist 

Party. 

Yet this simulacrum, this wraith, 

laid down the law to the Labour 

pundits at Transport House. "Stop 

that meeting." or we break the 

connection with vou! 

Irish houses 
searched 

INCREASING numbers of reports 

aro coming in to the "Irish 
Democrat" of mysterious visitors 
calling on men who were once 
connected with the Republican 
movement, and finding means of 
tricking their landladies into per-
mitting the search of their rooms. 

In one recent case a man had 
just moved from Paddington to 
Camden Town. A visitor refused 
to give his name and finally got 
into the room by saying he would 
leave a note. But there was no 
note left there! 

In another case, in Birmingham, 
a man went on a week's holiday, 
and on his return found personal 
papers missing from his room. 
Then letters which were addressed 
to him started to go astray. 

It has been officially a d m i t t d 
that Britain is now a telephone-
tapping, tiptoe-shadowing, police 
state. How are the mighty fallen! 

Instead of laughing and saying 

"Go ahead!" Transport House 

trembled, before the spectre and 

ordered the M.C.F. to call the 

meeting off. Which they did. 

But the meeting the Move-
ment for Colonial Freedom was 
sponsoring was NOT to discuss 
the Hyde-D'Atton plan. Reports 
in Irish papers that this was to 
be the subject was merely pro-
paganda designed to boost the 
nebulous anti-partition League 
which has Jemi-offtcial backing 
in its efforts to secure the selling 
of Ireland to the N.A.T.O. Im-
perialists. 
How do we know this? 

Very simple. The D'Alton plan 

as given over to Mr. Hvde was ex-

plained by that gentleman in the 

"Manchester Guardian." Mr. Hyde 

had it from the Cardinal and pub-

lished the interview in the "Lon-

don Observer." This is what Hyde 

said: 

"It proposes that a United Ire-
land should offer bases to NATO 
and associate itself with the 
Commonwealth . . . " 
But the meeting of M Ps which 

was first mentioned in "Reynolds 

News" as coming from Mrs. P. 

Rushton and Mr. Fenner Brock-

way spoke of Mr. De Valera's plan. 

The announcement was so obscure 

that people thought De Valera 

must have adopted the D'Alton 

plan. There is no evidence of this 

up to the present, though some of 

those around him may be toying 

with the idea. 

A telephone enquiry to Mr. Fen-

ner Brockway elicited a definite 

statement that the Movement 

Colonial Freedom had not the 

slightest intention of urging Ire-

land to give bases to Britain or 

any other country or group of 

countries. 

(Continued on Page Six) 

LONDON IRISH IN 
PROTEST MARCHES 

Irish Embassy picketed 
I O N D O N E R S rubbed their eyes when five or six hundred 

Irish men and women marched down Park Lane to tell 
the Irish Ambassador what they thought of De Valera's relapse 
into the dark ages. 

They demanded the release of 
the Republican prisoners from the 
Curragh concentration camp. 

Though this demonstration was 
twice as big as that held two weeks 
belore on July 13th, there was no 
press publicity. 

Connolly Association members 
marched In the procession, 

Connolly Member's Resolution on 
Labour Party Agenda 

( ' NDETERRED by his failure to 

gel a majority for Ins anti 

partition resolution at the National 

Union ol Railwavmon's conlerencc 

though he got 58 votes Tommy 

Leonard is now gunning lor the 

Annual Conference of the Labour 

Party at Brighton in September 

'I'he lost resolution was first 

moved by Joe O'Connor. Kerry-

bom member of West London 

Connolly Association, who got 

1.500 rallwaymen to support it at 

Earls Court. Tommy Leonard and 

Eamonn MacLaughlm followed up 

at Acton. 

These two have won their Eng-

lish workmates round entirely for 

support for Irish independence 

With Joe O'Connor they speak for 

the Connolly Association in Hyde 

Park. 

Only the personal intervention 

of the General Secretary, Mr 

Campbell, prevented the resolution 

being passed and thus going to 

the T.U.C. 
The conference which is due for 

the Labour Conference Tommy 

Leonard is a member of ihe Knr;-
ston branch—runs: 

"This conference urges that 
the noxt Labour Government 
when returned to power, will 
withdraw «ll troops from North-
ern Ireland and arrange lor an 
all-Ireland conference on the 
question of partition.'' 
Will he have a chance to move 

it? Not very likely. The current 
campaign of the Anti-partition 
League demanding Ireland's re-
turn to the Commonwealth and 
N.A.T.O. bases in Ireland (the so-
called D'Alton plan i has pro-
bably stabbed it in the back. 

though the Association had no 
hand in organising it. If a call 
had been officially sent out, 
notifying all Irish organisations 
of the arrangements, and in-
viting them to a preparatory 
meetinp, many thousands could 
have marched. 
It is understood that Sinn Fein, 

whose organ the "United Irish-
man" has disclaimed Mr. Calla-
ghan's "Irish National Union." 
withdrew the unofficial support it 
had given to the first meeting. But 
the Connolly Association held that 
Irering the prisoners took prece-
dence over any differences between 
Irish organisations. 

Apart, from the banner demand-
ing the release of the prisoners, 
and a number of posters, the ban-
ners of the Antrim and Ferma-
nagh men's associations added col-
our. Pipers included Mr. Larry 
O'Dowd, Mr. Peter Haselton and 
others. 

Among those who took their 
turn picketting the Embassy was 
Tommy O'Connor, Connolly As-
sociation member from Cavan. 
Tommy used to be "Irish Demo-
crat" sales organiser In Man-
chester, and now belongs to the 
West London branch. 

without tierce threats from cui-

side. 

But others argue that the arrests 

took place so quickly, and on such 

a widespread scale immediately 

the attack took place on the bor-

der, that there was scarcely time 

for Britain to have acted. 

These argue that there was no 
need for a British note. There was 

already a general agreement that 

at the next incident the Sinn Fein 

were to go inside. And the only 

thing to be explained is how the 

incident managed to takes place so 

conveniently when the Sinn Fein 

leaders were sitting in conference 

hundreds of miles from the border, 

just waiting to be picked up. 

Jailings go on 
The jailings go on, although one 

or two of the younger boys have 

been let out. 

Many voices have been raised in 

protest, but so far there seems 

little organised movement. Sinn 

Fein has published several mani-

festos challenging the Govern-

ment to prove or give any evidence 

that they intend civil war as has 

been alleged. The Government tyas 

not responded. 

Newspaper comment is all 

weighted against the internees. 

Mr. Ernest Blythe's statement that • 

the Sinn Fein plan was "nonsense" 

took the headline in the "Irish 

Times," though most of the story 

underneath related to Jack Mc-

Quillan's outspoken attack on the 

Government. Stories reaching Eng-

land that Labour T.D.'s have pro-

tested are dismissed In Dublin as 

without foundation. The only orga-

nisations to protest in the twenty-

six counties were the "Irish Work-

ers' League" and Mr. Jack Mur-

phy's unemployed movement. 

The unemployed fear similar 

action against militants. 
In other words, it was the 

"Irish Press & Times" who were 
popularising the plan to sell the 
country! perhaps American 
troops would bring "business" to 
hotels, shop and merchants. 
They were so sure It was the 
U'Aiton plan that they jumped 
the gun. 
Many people believed they had 

inside information, and poor Mr. 
Brockway was wrongly accused of 
imperialist leanings! 

When it was announced that the 
meeting was off, the "Press & 
Times" showed their trule political 
character. The "Press" held the 
view that the M.C.F. and Labour 
M P s were anvwpy more interested 
in spreading socialism in Ireland 
than in ending partition. 

(Continued on Page Six) 

UNITE TO 
DIVIDE 

REPUBLICANS should not allow 
themselves to be prejudiced 

against trade unionism by the 
suggestion ntade at the Galway 
T.U.C. by President Norman Ken-
nedy. 

It was a personal expression of 
opinion ol a man whose personal 
life had suffered much from the 
use of force in the "troubles." 

He wanted the six-county a"d 
twenty-six county Governments to 
set up a joint court to try the 
offence of using force for the at-
tainment of political aims. But, 
indeed, if that was done, why not 
do awav with the border alto-
gether and so make sure? 
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BIGOTRY IN 
FULL BLAST ROYALTY AND OILTY 

Wars in Palace and Desert 

A S T R E E T I N B E L F A S T . 

JAILED FOR 
LIBRARY BOOKS 

P O S S E S S I O N of two books which are 
classics of Irish history is now deemed 

incriminating by the Six-County "Royal 
Constabulary," and is liable to be punished 
by a fine. 

The books are the famous "Irish Repub-
lic" by Dorothy McCardle, indispensable to 
students, and the even better-known, 

Speeches from the Dock," a collection of 
protests by Irish patriots from Robert 
Emmett onwards. 

Both can be obtained in the Belfast pub-
lic library. 

Their incriminating nature—in the eyes 
of "the law"—was revealed when the police 
brought a man from Crumiln Road Prison, 
where he had been interned without 
charge or trial, to make him face a num-
ber of charges in Belfast court. 

The charges were an example of the 
flimsy pretexts on which the Six-County 
Home Minister holds over 100 men in jail 
in Belfast. 

One was that the internee, Thomas 
James McKenna, of Ballygawley, had in 
his possession a document and the two 
books, "indicating that he was a member 
of an unlawful organisation." The two 
resident magistrates accepted the police 
view of the "dangerous books" and on this 
charge fined McKenna £10. 

OSTRACISE h i m ! " Hound h im ou t ! ' 
Shoot h i m ! " Who is the target of 

these l i gh t i ng words? De Valera? Oh no, 
he is almost respectable these days since 
the suggestion that he has surrendered the 
demand for a free, un i ted and independent 
Ireland. 

The target i.s one of HIT Majesty's Lords 
—a product oi Eton, Oxford and the 
Guards -Lord Altrincham. who has well 
and tiulv put the cat among the pigeons. 

This young buck, whilst brazenly pro-
claiming his Monarchist and Tory back-
ground and beliefs, has bitterly criticised 
the Queen of all the Empire and her court 
for being out of tune with the times. 

Noble lords and dukes, whose only basis 
of existence is their sycophantic toadying 
to the Monarchy of a last-disappearing 
Empire, have rallied to a man to denounce 
"this upstart" who is attacking "the very 
basis of their existence." 

And nearly even- newspaper in Britain 
and the Press of most other countries in 
the world have splashed the story all over 
their front pages as the main news of the 
day. 

>{< ifc >$» 

XTTHILE this farce is being played out 
*» British troops, following a week of 

vicious jet-bombing, are massing for an 
invasion of the territory of the Imam of 
Oman, as we write these notes. 

Another Suez that might prove as great 
a boomerang as the recent debacle in the 
Canal Zone of Egypt appears to be under 
way. 

As usual in that part of the world, the 
trouble i.s over oil and who should own and 
control it. 

"Reports from Muscat say that a rising 
has occurred against the Sultan in Central Sultan and ourselves. 

BY 

PAT DEVINE 
The Sultan of Muscat is in fact trying to 

re-impose his authority over territory on 
which up until two years ago he had never 
set foot, and upon a people who don't want 
him. 

Britain has no treatv obligations to the 
Sultan and therefore need not become in-
volved if things were above-board. "We are 
giving the full support which we think a 
staunch friend needs," said Selwyn Lloyd. 

No wonder the "Manchester Guardian" 
can say with complete justification:— 

"A campaign on his (the Sultan's) behalf 
could hardly be justified as a war to make 
the world safe for democracy." 

* * # 

' r pH IS apparently trivial action can spark 

L a new conflagration in the Middle East 
which may not be as easily stopped as was 
Suez. 

The Imam of Oman has appealed to the 
United States of America, the Soviet Union 
and the United Nations to prevent the ag-
gression from spreading. 

"We are begging you to intervene for a 
cease-fire and to allow negotiations in 
order to establish peace between us and 
the aggressors. . . . 

"We were not the aggressors, but the 
Sultan who, with British aid and after 
being incited by them, violated the conven-
tion, occupied Oman in 1955 and attacked 
us witjiout any forewarning. Their mili-
tary interventions have not ceased since 
then, violating the convention between the 
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Nevertheless u i.-, a .step in the right 
direction. We can look forward with confi-
dence to further speedy progress by the 
Malayan peoples in their new-lound par-
tial freedom, that will end the war, with a 
full and complete amnesty lor all con-
cerned, and really establish a firm, free 
unitd and independent Malaya. 

ANYBODY KNOW 
THIS? 

Mr. Martin Rigncv, of Manchester, asks 

does any reader know the words of the 

song "Young Ned of the Hill"? II anyone 

does send them in and we'll pass them on. 

Oman, and the dissidents seem to be in 
control." said the London "Times" of July 
20th. "This is a further stage in the 
struggle for sovereignty over the south-east 
corner of Arabia and therefore for control 
of an area believed to be extremely rich in 
oil." 

With so much inspired reporting about 
troops engaging the rebels it will be as well 
to quote Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Tory Foreign 
Secretary, in the House of Commons on 
July 23rd on the facts. 

"Up to 1793 the Sultan of Muscat was 
Imam of Oman, then a separate I m a m 
was elected to rule under the Sultan. In 
1913 the then Imam revolted, and from 
1913 to 1920 there was a period of uncer-
tainty, but in 1921 agreement was reached 
by which the Imam was given certain auto-
nomy within the realm of Muscat. The 
situation deteriorated towards 1955. in 
which year the Sultan re-established his 
authority in the area." 

It seems clear from this that the Imam 
of Oman, against whom British troops are 
in action, is bv no means a rebel even from 
the imperialist point of view but is the 
righolu! authority in the area in dispute. 

"Oman has enjoyed independence for 12 
centuries. Britain recognised the Imamate 
of Oman's Independence in 1920." 

Vigorous protest should be made every-
where to ensure that this grave injury to 
a weak people and threat of a war in the 
Middle East is speedily stopped and ' 
British troops withdrawn from the area. 

MALAYA 
< \N August 31st the Malayan Federation 
' ' will become an independent state fol-
lowing upon the passing of the Malayan 
Federation Independence Bill in the House 
ol Commons. 

This powerful advance for the Malayan 
people is due entirely to the strength of 
lier liberation struggle since they cleared 
the Japanese invader out of their country 
during the last war, and continued to fight 
to rid their country of imperialism. 

It is regrettable that the declaration ol 
independence is not coupled with the end-
ing of 'lie imperialist ten-year-old war 
against the Liberation movement. 

Neither does the new independence mean 
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CLANCY CALLS 
FOR FREE 

SPEECH 
i4J PEAKING to a large and enthusiastic 
'•sJ gathering in Hyde Park, London on 
Wednesday, July 31st, Mr. Patrick Clancy, 
president of the Connolly Association, 
stressed the importance of defending civil 
liberty by every possible means. 

"Efforts are being made to turn Ireland 
—and Britain as well—into a police state." 
he declared, and gave as examples the in-
ternment of I.R.A. and Sinn Fein mem-
bers in Ireland, the arrest of nationalists 
without warrant, and the decision to top 
telephones on a vast and unprecedented 
scale in Britain. 

* * * 
"But I want specially to speak to our 

Sinn Fein friends," said Mr. Clancy. "A 
few weeks ago Mr. P. J. Kearney offered 
the 'Irish Democrat' for sale at their de-
monstration. There was antagonism from 
a few—a very few—of them. I am sure 
there was a misunderstanding; certainly 
none of the leaders were involved, but 
physical force was finally threatened to 
prevent Mr. Kearney selling his papers. 
Then again last Saturday night outside a 
dance-hall In Ealing Sinn Fein members 
had to restrain one or two of their num-
ber from attacking the sellers of the 
'Irish Democrat'." 

Mr. Clancy then made his point empha-
tically:— 

"Our republican friends must remem-
ber that they will be judged by what 
they do. If people see them attempting 
to deny others the right of free expres-
sion of their opinions, then they wifl say, 
'Where will free speech be if these people 
are ever in the Government?' By trying 
to silence the opposition they will make 
people shy away from them. They will 
make people think De Valera was right 
to intern them. They will look as if 
they ask for rights they will not allow 
others." 
Mr. Clancy continued that he was fully 

aware that the actions of a lew did not 
condemn the majority. 

"But," Mr. Clancy continued, "there 
are forces in this country and indeed in 
Ireland who would dance a war-dance of 
joy, if they saw a quarrel developing be-
tween the Sinn Fein and the Connolly As-
sociation. They would not even be above 
insinuating their agents into Sinn Fein 
in order to create ill-feeling and get the 
Irish people quarrelling. They could then 
oreathe in comlort." 

The Connolly Association, he concluded, 
practised what it preached. When the 
"United Irishman" was barred by the 
police from selling outside a Hammer-
smith dance hall, who took the matter 
up? The Connollv Association. And got 
the light restored. 

When an attempt was recently made to 
stop the sales ol the "United Irishman 
and other papers from outside Hvde Park, 
who went to the Westminster Council and 
got thrown out by Uie authorities? The 
Connolly Association. Who went to the 
House of Commons and got the M P s to 
protest and have the right to sell papers 
restored? The Connolly Association. 

The : didn't say "Let us sell the 'Irish 
Democrat.' and to hell with the others 
They demanded free exchange of opin-
ions, People who had good arguments 
never feared the other man's point ol 
view. Indeed on several distinct occasions 
when the Connolly Association was orga-
nising its huge rallies in Birmingham 
and elsewhere, the "Irish Democrat" had 
carried advertisements, inviting all other 
Irish organisations to attend and sell as 
many of their newspapers as they could, 
and this included the "United Irishman 
If the United Irishman could print good 
articles and gpt support from the Irish, 
he said good on it—he lelt no jealousy 
at all. and he was sure that the present 
wave of support for the Connolly Associa 
tion aroused no Jealousy in the minds of 
the vast majority ol the Sinn Fein. After 
all. what organisation had ever said a 
gcxxi word for them, but the Connollv 
Association? 

We wanted Unity, not division. 
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THEORY 
rANKS to all those who have sent in 

letters on how to free Ireland. We 
can't possibly print all of them this month. 
The interest aroused in this discussion 
has exceeded our wildest expectations. 

Perhaps at this point we should ask our-
selves, what's the value of it? For there 
are people who belittle discussion, incor-
rectly counterposing It to "action." 

A famous man said: "Theory without ac-
tion is sterile. Action without theory is 
Wind." Another man said: "Without a 
revolutionary theory, a revolutionary party 
is impossible." And it is most noteworthy 
that those parties in world history which 
set the highest value on theory have been 
the most conspicuously successful in ac-
tion. 

The complex, involuted Irish situation 
requires for its resolution not less but more 

* theory than others. How is the British 
Labour movement to distinguish between 
the various parties, all with their publicity 
agencies in London busy "pressuring" 
them, unless Irish socialists can come to 
agreement on the main approach, and the 
REASONS for it? You have to give better 
reasons to the world than to the man next 
door. He knows you, the world doesn't. 

The Republican movement has hitherto 
substituted lor theory the study of Irish 
history. There can be no fault found with 
studying Irish history, of course. It is vital 
and essential. But Connolly's peculiar con-
tribution was to bring to the study of IriSh 
history as such, the general theoretical out-
look of the world democratic movement, 
which he had learned three extra 
languages in order to study. 

This needs to be done again to-day. Irish 
experience wants to be supplemented by 
that of other countries struggling for inde-
pendence. Tactics must move with the 
times. The struggle goes on but its forms 
do and must change. 

To take one example, should Sinn Fein 
deputies enter the Leinster House Dail? 
This can be decided in the light of history, 
of precedent, and the answer be "no." Yet 
need what was right in relation to the 
British Parliament in 1919 be right in rela-
tion to Leinster House in 1957? How is this 
to be decided? Precedence, experience, in-
stinct are all very well, but they do not 
enabie a movement to solve current prob-
lems in a flexible manner. 

The test common sense offers is that 
whatever raises the level of the people's 
struggle against its main enemy is correct; 
what damps it down, leaves it without lea-
dership, permits it to miss opportunities 
is inoorrect. But to decide this we must 
know who the main enemy is—a question 
of theory. 

Discussion of such questions can only 
strengthen the movement, one thing pro-
vided, that those who take part in it hold 
f irm to their essential unity of purpose. 
That purpose, whether in discussions be-
tween socialists of slightly or even widely 
different opinions on tactics, or between 
socialists on the one hand and republicans 
who are not socialists on the other, should 
have one aim in mind—to secure agree-
ment by which to oo-ordinate action. 

And there is one additional point. By 
reading the arguments between republi-
cans. socialist or non-socialist, those who 
up to the present are neither, will be edu-
cated Into what socialism and republican-
ism are all about. Among other useful 
things, they will learn that wise men can 
argue without heat. 

Beast that hops 
ĵ HX self-styled Ulster Labour Group, 

with headquarters in Woolwich, Lon-
don, la, we suspect, what the Americans 
used to call a "kangaroo," 

In Civil War days a complete "court" 
with Judge, jury, clerks and constables 
would descend on a quiet town, take up 
all the citizens before It for various misde-
meanours, real or imaginary and, after 
lining everybody all round, move off to 
another kill. 

Two gentlemen have appeared in Wool-
wich. Their stock-in-trade is Unionist 
propaganda. They describe the Twenty-
Six County Government as too reactionary 
to liave anything to do with. Every effort 
at ending partition is oppf»sed bv them. 
They get easy publicity in the British 
Press. 

Yet who are they? On whose behall do 
they act? Who do they represent m 
Ulster? And what did they ever do for 
Labour? 

Yes, we suspect this is n "kangaroo " 

CORK CITY NEWSCAST From N. Letchford 

Is Democracy "Sentiment? 
" y y H A T has been the reaction m 

Cork to Mr. De Valeru's intern-

ment of Republican prisoners ? From 

the public a few acid comments on 

polit ical liberties, from our own 

staunch newspaper, the "Cork Exam-

iner" a smug silence, and from the 

Unemployed Protest Movement here 

a courageously outspoken attack on 

the government. 
There are people who are very dis-

turbed. One old lady asked me if her 

husband would be safe. I was a little 

amused because the gentleman in ques-

tion, although he had a fine record in the 

Fianna from 1916 to 1922, had been pro-

minent only in the convivial get-togethers 

of the Old Fianna. "But he's had one or 

two quarrels with the police," she said, 

"and they don't need to charge them or 

bring them to trial, do they ?" No. and 

that's the danger to our civil liberties. 

As Tim Grahame. Cork's champion ol 

the unemployed said, even he could be 

taken. 

Where i.s the line going to be drawn ? 

Last time in the Curragh there were 

many people quite unconnected with Re-

publicanism, even ordinary smugglers 

and land-grabbers, who couldn't be dis-

posed of any other way. There were 

women, and old men treated in this anti-

democratic fashion. Old Matt Kent, 

veteran of the Land League, was taken 

from his Wexford home last time. He was 

ninety-four! He spent four years there, 

then was released and died in his ninety-

eighth year. Four years for such a man! 

It's best to forget the past, perhaps, but 

this is the same government, remember. 

Paddy Cooney, Liam Early and Derek Mc-

Kenna are all inside the compounds. What 

mercy could they expect from Minister 

of Justice Oscar Traynor? Veterans of the 

last internment reminded me tliat it was 

Oscar's own brother-in-law, a leader in 

191G, who was shot in 1940 by tiie Fianna 

Fail regime. 

* * * 
I N the absence of any news of condi-

lions on the Curragh here are some 

exclusive bits ol information. A hut which 

housed nineteen Nazis during the emer-

gency was used to squeeze sixty republi-

cans like sardines, in 1957. Things have 

improved from that stage now and food 

is good, but not plentiful. 

Visitors are allowed on the basis of 

one per man per month. No list of names 

has been published, and it is known that 

there are several men "on the run" all 

over Ireland. There is great hardship in 

some families. Already cases of family 

illness are reported, but nobody has been 

released on compassionate grounds. Jobs 

have been lost, of course, some very good 

jobs with pensions attached. Prisoners' 

funds are low, over three hundred are 

imprisoned in Ireland and this means 

several thousands of pounds for their de-

pendants. 

The once enormous Dependants' fund 

is now in sore straits. Reports from other 

parts of the country tell of wholesale 

hold-ups of traffic by Garda at night. 

The unemployed in Cork. I predict, will 

become a real source of displeasure to the 

F.F.-F.G. boys. Last month Barrett, T.D., 

had his smear wiped all over his own face 

and now the Lord Mayor, Mr. Jago, a man 

of no party but of known integrity, has 

contributed a generous fiver to unem-

ployed funds and sent a letter publicly 

welcoming Dublin and Waterford unem-

ployed speakers. Mr. Jago is not easily 

misled by political hucksters, neither are 

the trades unions who are beginning to 

be very friendly to the organisation of 

the jobless. 

Come to think . . . perhaps the gieot 

est thorn in many a political side is the 

rebelly spirit of Cork which can produce 

such people! 
The National Publications Committee 

have produced a four^coiour commem-
moration card to honour South and 
O'Hanlon who were killed in the north 
last December. Printing and presentation 
of this folder, apart from one small mis-
take in Irish, does them credit. It's suit-
able for framing, and many people who 
may not always agree with I.R.A. policy 
have bought it as a tribute to the un-
doubted sincere courage of these men. 

Another recent publishing success was 
the highly coloured postage labels show-
ing the various risings in Ireland. Both 
these items cost one shilling and are pro-
duced by the Committee at their office, 
Box 1, 7 Washington Street, Cork. 

GO RAIBH MAITH 
AGAIBH 

HOLIDAYS have hit our fund hard this 
month, and we miss a number of regu-

lars. But we trust they'll be back this 
coming month, and many more along with 
them, joining in to give their bit for the 
Irish worker's paper. Won't Y O U make 
a resolution to send us something each 
month, if it's only 1/-? Follow the 
example of— 

Corkman 10/-, Anon. £1, Ida Fisher £1. 
F.C.C. 10/-, per C. Sullivan 2/-, M. Brennan 
10/-, Catherine Phoenix 2'-, U.C. 10/-, D. 
Lloyd £1 9s. Id., T. O'Donnell 1/-, T. 
Coughlan 1/-, T. O'Ryan 2/-, J. Qu inn 5 -. 
J. Crowley 5/-, J. O'Connor 2/-, J. J. Leahy 
2/-, S. Hurley 2 6, per J. O'Connor 10 -. 
W. Hardy 5/-, Anon. 6d„ T. Enright 7, -, 
J. R. Holmes 2/-, Anon. (Elephant and 
Castle 2/-, ditto 2/'-, A. Hayes 10/-, C. A. 
Schardt 10/-, Stepney Readers 2/-. L. Aiken 
£1, C. Lambert 4/-, T. MacMullon 2 '-, Geo. 
Thomson £1, Pat McDonnell 2/6. Total: 
£11 12s. 7d. 

THE BETRAYAL OF IRELAND 
by 

WILLIAM GALLACHER 
who as M.P. for West Fife 

led the fight against the Ireland Act 

" ^ y H O fears to speak of Ireland a 

nation ?" This old, but still per-

tinent, fighting slogan of the heroic 

Fenians, got an answer in Parl iament 

when the Irish Act was under discus-

sion. And the answer wasn't credit-

able to the Labour Members of Parlia-

ment—Irish and non-Irish alike. 

They, all of them, fear to speak. 

Shame on all of them. 

W I L L I A M GALLACHER 

I t may be permissible to recall that 

A i thur Henderson, one ol the outstanding 

leaders of the Labour Paity, was a mem-

ber of the War coalition Cabinet in 1916, 

that was responsible for the merciless 

execution of the badly wounded James 

Connolly. 

^ t that time Herbert Morrison was a 

"conscientious objector." When he came 

before the London Tribunal he said that 

all modern wars were caused by capital-

ist greed for profit and that his con-

science wouldn't allow him to fight in a 

capitalist war. When he was expressing 

such .sentiments, neither he, nor any- of 

those associated with him, drea-uit for a 

moment tliat 30 years later he would be 

consorting with a gang of ultra-reaction-

aiy Tories over In Belfast with whom he 

came to an agreement that would, tlvey 

hoped, ensure the permanent dismember-

ment of Ireland. 

The Partition of Ireland was carried 

through without consultation with, or 

sanction from, the people of this country, 

although Lloyd George who had got into 

power as "the man who won the war," 

claimed to be speaking in their name. 

The Irish delegation came to London 

under the threat of full-scale, terrible wnr 

if they persisted in carrying on the light 

for "Ireland, One and Indivisible," for the 

Republic proclaimed in Easter Week, 1916 

won the war" had become something to 

laugh at and the object of the legend was 

on the way out, never to make a come-

back. An attempt at that time, on his 

But a treaty beheading Ireland, severing 

the industrial north from the agricultural 

part, to launch full-scale war against Ire-

land would have brought him, ami his 

government, crashing to their fall, 

south was forced oh, and accepted, by a 

majority of the delegation, without protest 

from the leaders of the Labour Party. 

They became "accessories after the fact" 

and, as a consequence, it never came be-

fore the people nt the subsequent elec-

tion. 

Always we are told that the two party 

system is the most democratic form of 

government. Nothing could be further 

from the truth. When the two parties are 

agreed on fundamentals, as they are in 

this coimtry, democracy becomes a. farce. 

There has not been any one important 

issue presented before the electorate since 

the end of the war. 

' I , H IS threat wa-s a bluff and Griffiths 

* and Collins ought to have recognised 

it a.', a bluff The legend of "the man who 

J O it has been on the great, or what to 

^ ' socialists should be the great, question 

of "Ireland and Nation." Never once, des-

pite the many elections since the Treaty 

was forced on the Irish delegation, has 

this vital question been submitted to the 

people. Both parties were satisfied with 

the dismemberment of Ireland and that 

left the people with no opportunity of 

organised expression. But despite this 

heavy handicap strong feeling was 

occasionally aroused, not only bv Irishmen 

here and across the Irish sea, but also by 

an ever increasing movement of the Lefts. 

It became apparent that sooner or later a 

demand would be made that the people 

should be allowed to deckle. According to 

the "democrats" ?> power rests with the 

people. The i)fople delegates its power to 

a particular party at an election and that 

party, according to the theory, must carry 

out the will of the people. 

But here, in the case of Ireland, the 

"delegates of the people" take away the 

power of the people and hand it over to 

a small intransigeant, sectarian, and 

thoroughly reactionary minority. This is 

what the Ireland Act means. The Tory 

gang in Ulster can veto the democratic 

decision of the people of this country. 

That is not only a betrayal of democ-

racy, it is a betrayal of a fundamental 

principle of Socialism—the right of every , 

nation to complete independence as deter-J 

mined by the majority of its people. And ! 

the overwhelming majority of the Irish 

people are most certainly for "Ireland and 

Nation—Ireland One and Indivisible." 

When the Bill came before the House 

of Commons, introduced by Morrison, 

without mandate from, the people, and, 

I expect, without mandate from the 

Labour Party, a few of us, Pritt, Platts 

Mills, and one or two others, tried to get 

Labour members to take a stand against 

such a travesty of democracy—think of it 

—a Labour Government presenting; Par-

liament with a Bill, now, unfortunately, an 

Act, giving power to the gang in Stohnont 

to decide whether or not the Partition of 

Ireland will be ended. 

,TJUT the Martyrs have not died in vain. 
Lloyd George is gone and to all intents 

and purposes, forgotten. Morrison hasn ' t 

altogether gone, but he's fading faft, all 

his truckling to reaction M s left hin* with 
the respect of few and the contempt of 

many. But the cause of Ireland is In the 

hands of her best sons and daughters who 
will, one of thes? days, reach the hearts 

and minds of the great and powerful 

forces of the working class—when that 

day come* the Ireland Act will b0 torn 

from the Statute Book and thrown into 

the dustbin of history, along with its 

author, and the way will be opened to end 

forever an agelong injustice. 

Partition will go regardless of the 

wishes of the Toiy gang in Ulster and the 

goal of the marhy Martyrs will be realised 

- Ireland, United from Shore to Shore, 

Ireland One and indivisible, Ireland with 

a balanced and sure economy—Ireland 

and Nation 

Every Irish, and every British worker, 

should work to speed tliat day of final 

and glorious Liberation. 
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HOW IT ALL 
STARTED 

The "Tribune" Letter 

MA N Y Uls termen believe, and I 
a m one, t ha t Socia l ism is the 

on ly pa th wh ich can lead an I r e l a n d 
of the fu tu re to p rosper i t y—be it 
Repub l ic or par t of the U.K. 

I appeal to al l s incere Socia l is ts to 
u n i t e in the cause of a prosperous 
I r e l a n d (un i ted p re fe rab l y ) p ledged 
to u p h o l d democracy. 

T h e present situation could not 
be worse. In the Republic any trace 
of Socialism is mercilessly obliter-
ated. The Northern Ireland Labour 
Party is apathetic, if not pathetic. 

T h e Connolly Association exists 
openly only in England, and their 
chief a im at the moment is the end-
ing of part i t ion—as if that would 
br ing about a Socialist society. 

T h e r e is also the Eire Labour 
Party , from whose manifesto the 
word "Socialist" has disappeared. 
They might as well be the Presby-
ter ian Peasants' Party for all the 
good they do the Ir ish worker. 

G. K E R R P A T T O N . 
London, W. I . 

* * * 
So we said: — 

IF you believe t h a t the Social prob-
lem* is first on the list, then you 

.will have to base all your hopes on 
socialist forces. The Republ ican 
movement to you will not be a pro-
gressive force, but at best a danger-
ous diversion from the main task, 
and at worst a capitalistic enemy of 
progress. You will have to fight tooth 
and na i ! to prevent the young neople 
coming under its influence and los-
ing all sight cf socialism. Your im-
mediate demands will be main ly 
economic; you may even tolemte in-
fractions of civil liberty provided 
they affect only the republican ele-
ment . 

Your conception of unity between 
nor thern and southern workers will 
be confined to economic or at any 
rate purely working class questions. 

You will not see any reason to pick 
out the capitalists of Bri ta in as spe-
cial enemies of Ireland, nor will you 
envisage for the workers of the 
nat ion that oppresses Ireland (Bri-
ta in) any special role, as nat ional 
oppression is purely incidental to 
you. 

I F the national question in Ireland 
is of no importance, or at least secon-
dary, then there is no special rela-
tion with the Brit ish Labour move-
ment , and consequently the Con-
nolly Association which exists in 
order to awaken the Brit ish Labour 
movement to its responsibilities on 
the partit ion question, is a waste of 
t ime, or even a dangerous diversion. 
The utmost an I r ish working-class 
grouping in Br i ta in should do is to 
encourage and support the sole pro-
gressive struggle in Ireland, that for 
socialism. 

/ v r o w let us look at what follows 
-i-Tl from the opposite point of view, 
Connolly's position that the nat ional 
a n d social struggles are in his words 
"no t antagonistic but complemen-
tary. 

You will regard the immediate 
enemy as British Imperia l ism and 
all its manifestations on Ir ish soil. 
Y o u will regard the defeat of Im-
perial ism not only as the first step 
on the road to socialism in Ireland, 
removing the external enemy so that 
the internal enemy he is bolstering 
up can be got to grips with, but also 
as t h f rallying ground of the masses 
of the people, many of whom are 
prepared to fight Imperial ism now, 
a nd will be equally prepared to fight 
I r i sn capitalism to the extent tha t 
they see this further step necessary 
to secure the freedom from want and 
insecurity that they desire. At the 
same time there may be capitalistic 
elements not tied in with Imperial-
ism who may set nat ional independ-
ence even above the survival of the 
capita l ist system so that the social-
ists will not be a small isolated sect 
fighting a continuous uphi l l battle, 
bu t the intellectual and moral lead-
ers, the scientific core of a move-
men t of the entire people. 

O n the Connolly view, the forms of 
un i ty between northern and south-
ern workers must be on political as 
well as economic issues. By the same 
token the winn ing of the Brit ish 
workers as allies takes precedence 
over all other external relations, and 
the organisations of Ir ish people in 
B r i t a i n are of the greatest possible 
importance even if (and this is NOT 
t rue of the Connol ly Association i 
t h e y confine themselves to anti-
par t i t ion . Such an assumption en-
visages the possibility of a progres-
sive major i ty , in Ire land, N o r t h and 
South . 

• This is not the same as 'social 
problems.'—Ed. 

from LONDON 
Joe O'Connor writes: — 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S to the "Irish 
Democrat" for opening its valu-

able pages for such a vital discussion 
as the road which Ireland must fol-
low to achieve Socialism. I think we 
can all agree that Ireland, like every 
other country must have ITS O W N 
particular road. 

Socialism is ol course not round the 

corner. There is a long way to go. and in 

deciding our own course we can learn 

f rom others. 

The Russian Socialist leaders believed 

in uni t ing the whole people in order to 

struggle against the Tsar. This was so as 

to "clear the road for the advance to 

Social ism." 

The Chinese revolutionaries were able 

to unite and lead six hundred mil l ion 

people in the struggle against Imperial-

ism. They are now constructing a Chinese 

Socialist Society. But they still believe, 

after their tremendous experience that , 

m the words of one 01 their top leaders: 

" I f the Socialists in the colonial and 
and semi-colonial countries th ink they 
can achieve Socialism other than 
through the National Liberation Move-
ment, they are hi t t ing their heads 
against a stone wall and will be swept 
aside by the tide." 

Most of us Socialists arc Trade Union-

ists, or should be. but perhaps we don't 

all read the "World Trade Union J ou rna l " 

(which we should d o b I i will be remem-

bered that the Irish T.U.C. followed the 

Brit ish in withdrawing from this body. 

The current issue says in its editorial: 

"The emancipation of the working-
class of the colonial, semi-colonial, and 
A L L OPPRESSED countries, improve-
ment of workers' l iving standards, bet-
terment of their working conditions, 
and the guarantee of their Trade Union 
rights could begin to be solved funda-
mentally O N L Y A F T E R the victory of 
the nat ional- l iberat ion movement in 
these countries, and the expulsion of 
Imperial ism from their soil." 
Or again: 

"The key to victory in the fight for 
national independence is the vanguard 
role of the working-class in the move-
ment for national independence. T h e 
working-class should win the support of 
the broad masses of the people in con-
stant fight against Imperial ism. I t 
should demonstrate by its actions that 
it is itself the most courageous, most 
resolute, most loyal, most thorough-
going and most disinterested f ighter 
against Imperial ism, and its agents, 
hence winning the support of the broad 
masses of the people; that it can employ 
correct tactics, and put forward correct 
slogans to unite all classes, parties, 
organisations and individuals into a 
strong national united front against 
domination by Imperial ism and its 
agents." 

WE can understand Brit ish right-wing 
reformist Trade Union leaders dis-

agreeing with this, and it m igh t account 
for the General Secretary of my own union 
(the N.U.R.i mak ing it his business to 
ensure the defeat of a resolution from my 
branch calling for an end to all interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of the Ir ish 
nat ion. 

There can be no question about it in my 
opinion that the ma in task of socialists in 
Ireland to-day is to unite the Ir ish people 
in the struggle against foreign rule and 
the foreign and foreign-controlled mono-
polies which are t h e basis of imperial ism. 

There may have been an excuse some 
years ago for having doubts about this, 
but to-day when the workers of the im-
perialist countries themselves are realising 
more and more t ha t their immediate 
enemy is the same imperial ism which 
dominates the oppressed countries, there 
can be no excuse. 

"Y\7"E hear criticisms of S inn Fein from 
w different quarters. Bu t I personally 

do not agree with criticising people and 
organisations who do something about the 
ma in political questions, while fai l ing to 
criticise those who do nothing about them. 
I t is all very well to say we want socialism, 
but is it political honesty? Socialism is 
not now a basis for uni t ing the Irish 
people. And it will not drop down from 
the skies. 

The imperialists are clever at preventing 
any forward move. Their method is 
"divide and rule" by such means as the 
Government of I re land Act 1920, the im-
posed "treaty" (1921 >. and much more. 
Can anybody pretend that these are not 
still obstacles io freedom, democracy and 
progress? 

W h a t about these recent arrests of re-
publicans. W h o m is this a victory for? 
W h o ordered it? W h y ? Because imperi-
al ism in Ireland was threatened by a little 
Suez at its back door. 

Bu t the socialists ami republicans who 
openly rejoiced when Bri ta in had to with-
draw her troops from the Suez, Canal 
Zone, due to the opposition of the Egvp-

WE ARE PROUD 
T C P E E S E N T T O C L E R E A D E R S l U E E l EST P U B L I C C I S C U S S I C N 

C N T U E E U N P A / H E N T A I S C E I R I S H S C C 1 A L I S M 

THE CHALLENGE TAKEN UP 
BY OUR ENGLISH FRIENDS 

V O U issue 

' accept it. 

A. Raftery writes: — 

from DUBLIN 
\ T O U R article, "The only hope for Ire-

* land," expresses a viewpoint which has 

aften been discussed among Ir ish social-

ists. Perhaps as a Twenty-Six-County 

socialist I may offer a rather different 

viewpoint? 

The controversy between Connolly and 
Walker which you mention is undoubtedly 
important in the history of socialist 
thought in Ireland. Wh i l e it is true that 
it was, broadly, a conflict on the question 
as to whether nat ional independence was 
necessary for the advance to socialism I 
th ink it is necessary to go a little deeper 
into it. The following Quotation from Con-
nolly is rather long and, perhaps, may ap-
pear at first a bit comolicated. but I th ink 
that it is vital to an understand ing of the 
controversy. 

I n one section of his reply Connolly 

wrote: — 

" W e , of the Socialist Party of Ireland 
now, as in the past, hold it to be our duty 
to assist and foster every tendency of or-
ganised labour in I re land to found a 
Labour Party capable of f ight ing the capi-
talist parties of Ireland upon their own 

from GLASGOW 
I "vEAR S IR ,— I have read the correspon-

U dence started off by your reply to Mr. 

Kerr-Patton, and I must say the letter 

from J.B. made me proud of undefeated 

Ulster! I honestly believe t ha t we have got 

here the clue to the disastrous decay of 

socialism and labour in I re land since the 

days of Connolly. I t is like t ha t giant 

whose mother was the earth; if he could 

be kept off the earth he was as weak as 

a baby. Bu t when knocked down, he came 

up stronger than ever. I r ish socialism, to 

explain myself, can only draw nu t r iment 

from nat iona l soil. 

Where is the great movement of former 

days? Where is the Citizen Army? Where 

are the socialist pamphlets streaming al-

most daily off Connolly's press in Liberty 

Ha l l ? Where the discussions? Where the 

outdoor activity, the meetings, the proces-

sions, the feeling that socialism was L IFE? 

Where the counter-books refut ing social-

ism, criticising and attacking it? Where 

has all this gone? All this socialist fer-

ment . 

I ask myself. I believe it l ias gone the 

way of many a good m a n who was elected 

on to a council. Full of fight to begin with, 

the old ones tamed h im. From revolution 

to resolution, and from tha t to irresolu-

tion! The old sad path. 

I th ink the tragedy was the untimely 

death of Connolly. He fought for unity 

of Labour and republican, tried to imbue 

republicans with a sense of the a ims of the 

working class, and to make the working 

class the shock troops for w inn ing the re-

public. He started with principle, and pro-

ceeded to unity. Alas, to-day, we throw 

principle overboard, in the sacred name ol 

unity, and what do we get but a unity of 

irresolution, postponement, and sail-trim-

ming. 

Yet the th ing has not worked. Socialism 

is weaker in Ireland than it was fifty years 

ago. I can't see any explanat ion other than 

that which J.B. offers. He summarises it 

as simply as possible - abandon the 

struggle for national independence and you 

abandon socialism as well. Yes, however 

much you TALK socialism. 

H. W. 

turn people, would surely not regret it if 
Bri ta in had to get out of I re land? The 
Irish people would become masters of 
their destinies. World imperial ism would 
have received one more blow. World peace 
would be strengthened. 

Surely this object is someth ing that not 
only Irish people but Irish people and all 
genuine democrats among the British 
people should unite lor. Til ls is what the 
imperialists fear. Let us unite, then. Let 
us unite in protest against the Offences 
Against the State Act. for democratic and 
civil liberties everywhere, and the ^release 
of political prisoners as a first step to-
wards a united national f ront of liberation. 

FOR VERY MANY YEARS 

invik other contributions 
soil. . . . At the I r ish Trade Union Con-
gress held in Galway (1911) a motion to 
establish a Labour Party in Ireland was 
defeated by an amendment moved by Com-
rade Walker to the effect that the way 
to seOure independent labour representa-
t ion was to affiliate wi th the Labour Party 
in England. 

" I f he had moved an amendment leaving 
it optional upon the trade unions to choose 
which Labour Party they should join no-
one could find fault but no such option 
was left. His motto was, 'Either affiliate 
w i t h England or we wil l squelch you.' His 
amendment was carried by 32 votes to 29. 
T h e 29 votes for the motion represented all 
the mi l i tant forces of the more "progressive 
t rade unions in I re land; forces anxious tor 
a batt le on behalf of labour against the 
polit ical forces of I r ish capital ism; the 32 
votes for Walker's amendment represented 
the forces of reaction anxious at all costs 
to save the present political parties from 
the dangers inherent in a proposal to give 
the political forces of labour an Irish 
home. Had the motion been carried next 
General Election would have seen some 
seats in Ireland fought by Labour against 
a l l comers." 

JT will be seen that Connolly's approach 
was on the basis of what the working-

class and, in particular, the organised 
t rade union movement should do in 
order to take a step towards the develop-
m e n t of a distinctive no'it 'c-' ]-..' , 
ganisation. I n >. •• > .. 

movement, and indeed ,-••.- working: <:'.: 
p lays no role at a l l -VTM-IV ••< : >• •••: 
to working-class foice.* u <'.•.,.• .o 
"socialists," as, for instance. "II i i. 
lieve that the social problem is V : ' p 

l ist then you have to base all •••'ii i."pes 
on socialist forces" as if large masses -r 
organised workers cannot be moved on 
social problems, even without "socialists." 

To look for a momen t a t the actual posi-
t ion in the two parts of the country. On 
J u n e 15th there were 63,600 unemployed in 
the Twenty-Six Counties, there were 32,376 
unemployed in the Six Counties. The 
figure in the Six Counties was 4,577 higher 
t h a n the previous year and in the Twenty-
Six Counties it was 8,500 higher. I t will 
be obvious to any socialist tha t social prob-
lems loom extremely large in both parts 
of the country and tha t progressive forces 
in the working-class movement by leading 
struggles against such conditions are 
br inging workers in both parts of the coun-
try to a realisation of the responsibility of 
the forces of capital ism for the present 
situation. You say t h a t there must be 
un i ty on political as well as economic 
issues but you then completely Ignore the 
economic issues. To me this is certainly 
no t a socialist approach. 

O n the question of uni ty of the workers 
Nor th and South we must ask ourselves 
how this unity is to be achieved. I t is cer-
t a i n that it will not be achieved by lectur-
ing the Northern Unionist workers from 
either Dubl in or 'London . How are we to 
approach them? W e cannot treat them as 
enemies to be subjugated. To raise Hie 
question of part i t ion wi th them at this 
stage means raising a division between 
National ist and Unionist workers. 

I n my opinion the progressive forces m 
the South should seek unity with the pro-
gressive forces in the North upon those 
issues on which unity can be achieved I lit' 
trade union movement at the moment 
unites the organised workers of the 3-
counties. The maintenance and streng-
thening of that unity, which is under as-
sault bv both Unionist and Nationalist 
reactionaries, Is one of the main tasks ol 
al l socialists. When Connolly and Larkm 
uni ted Unionist and National ist worker, m 
the North I 'm afraid they didn't go on any 
formula as to how to unite them. Thev 
uni ted them on whatever issues thev could, 
which at the t ime happened to be economic 
ones. 

In presenting what you claim is a wide-
spread" view among Twenty-Six-County 
socialists you say that they think The 
first step in I re land is to get socialism. ' 
have been in the Labour movoment tor 
some years and I can assure you tha t the 
number of people who th ink that is insig-
nificant. But what Is necessary in lr<f 
land is to build a Socialist M O V E M E N T , 
which does not at the moment exist as a 

' serious force either North or South . 

| N the two paragraphs in your article in 

' which you present what you claim afe 

tin- opposing viewpoints on the "Republi-

can'' movement you seem to me to reveal 

the basic weakness of your approach from 

a Socialist viewpoint. On wha t you claim 

as the "Connol ly view" the forces which 

:ni\v constitute Sinn Fein a nd the groups 

v.::,) are conducting armed raids into the 

Sr-. Counties are the political representa-

tives of the Irish people in the present 

•^nation. Beh ind this view is the idea that 

v.hat is required in I re land is the taking 

up of the Republican struggle where it 

pipped in 1922. 

F iom this arises the equation of the pre-

M i i t Republ ican movement w i th the Irish 

V"lunteers of 1916 and the I .R.A. of the 

I'dilowing struggle against imperial ism. 

This view ignores the fact t ha t the situa-

t;..ti has changed considerably since 1922. 

The two separate states have been in exist-

ence lor 35 years. Both states have a poli-

tical system which allows the majority of 

the Ir ish people to choose their Govern-

liiient and and although there is gerry-

mander ing in the Six Counties, al though 

C.lie regime there has introduced such ant-

idemocratic legislation as the Trades Dis-

pute Act a nd the Special Powers Act, it 

(nevertheless remains true that there is a 

(Unionist major i ty there. 

] In the 35 years the two states have 
grown apar t economically. The Twenty-
Six Counties is no longer exclusively agri-
ultural and has developed its own indus-

Politically the Twenty-Six Counties 
is as independent as any former British 
:olony. Our neutrality in the last war and 
the fact tha t we are not members of 
N A T O, are two examples of this indepen-
dence. 

I n this situation Sinn Fein a nd the other 
groups have no policy at all as far as the 
Twenty-Six Counties are concerned. Their 
policy can be summed up: "Take the North 
by force." As a movement they merely 
represent tha t "left-wing" which arises 
titer every revolution and c la ims that the 
Revolution has been betrayed. I t does not 
go beyond the demands of the smal l busi-
nessmen who led the movement in 1922 
and who, in one way or another, eventually 
accepted the Treaty. 

You say: "This is not to say you should 
(support the raids across the border, that 
'is not the point ," but take away this policy 
lot armed actions and in wha t way does the 
hanti-partitionism of S i nn Fein differ 
|from the anti-partitionism of F i anna Fail, 
fine Gael or Clann na Pob lach ta? 

"The people's indignat ion does not al-
ways take the wisest form of expression," 
you say. The fact tha t S i n n Fein is a 
minority does not make it wrong but to 
get a real view of the s i tuat ion it must 
be seen tha t they are very far from repre-
senting popular feeling in I re land. I n the 
last General Election, in Dub l i n Thomas 
Mitchell, twice elected as S i nn Fein M.P. 
to Westminster, failed to get a seat in a 
live-seat constituency and the vice-presi-
dent of S i nn Fein lost his deposit. A sign 
nl how weak this movement is is that the 
"'ilv forces to protest against their intern-

m e n t in the Twenty-Six Counties have 
been the unemployed movement and the 
socialists! 

The fact is that S inn Fein's policy can-
no t win the support of the people in the 
Twenty-Six Counties and can only harden 
the determination of the Unionist workers 
to stay out of a 32-county state. A l though 
the raids are conducted from genu ine 
motives their only effect can be to come 
as a C.od-send to Unionist propagandists 
and , possibly, to cause serious ha rm to 
working-class unity. 

I A M afraid, Mr. Editor, tha t you have 
' put forward simply the S inn Fein posi-

t ion a nd you have not gone beyond it. I f 
you do not supDort the raids in what way 
does your anti-partitionism differ from 
tha t of F ianna Fail, F ine Gael etc.? Social-
ists must , of course, recognise the potential 
progressiveness of members of S inn Fein, 
as we must also recognise the potential 
progressiveness of the vast majority of the 
members of F ianna Fai l . 

"The only hope for I re land" remains, 
however, the working-class movement, not 
just the socialist "sects" but the 500,000 
workers who are the greatest organised 
force in the country. I agree tha t the 
workers need "a common policy to un i te 
on.'' Tha t means seeking points of agree-
m e n t between Northern and Southern 
workers. Support for your viewpoint, Mr. 
Edi tor , would mean seeking the points of 
division. 

I have no wish to engage in a battle of 
quotat ions but two extracts from articles 
by Connol ly written in "The Harp" in 1910 
seem relevant. In the first one he wrote:— 

" W e have come to the opinion tha t in 
the struggle for f reedom the theoretical 
clearness of a few socialists is not as 
impor tant as the aroused class instincts 
a n d consciousness of the mass of the 
workers. Therefore we are wi l l ing to 
work and co-operate heart i ly wi th any-
one who will aid us in arousing the slum-
ber ing giant of Labour." 

A n d one final quotat ion: 

" I f we were asked w h a t would be the 
a t t i tude of such a (Labour) party to-
wards Sinn Fein, Home Rule, Parl iamen-
t a r y Parties etc., we would reply tha t the 
a t t i tude of such organisations towards 
the party would determine its a t t i tude 
to them. Such a party , resting upon the 
working-class, must necessarily make of 
itseff and its class a touchstone by which 
a l l other bodies must be tested." 

There is no problem in winning the sup-
port of the people of the Twentv-Six Coun-
ties for a policy of un i ty of the country. 
The problem for socialists, using the in-
terests of the working-class as a "touch-
stone," is the winning of the people in both 
parts of the country for progressive poli-
cies to solve the problems facing them, 
p a r amoun t among them being emigrat ion 
a nd unemployment. I n the course of such 
struggles the unity ol interest of the ordi-
nary people North and South will become 
apparent . 

A. R A F T E R Y . 
Dubl in . 

a CHALLENGE O.K. let's 

examine the claims of the 

unnamed at the Hyde Park meeting—on 

a Sunday >n June--as reported in your 

July issue. 

Of course the Irishmen considered they 

were let down by the T.U. Leaders. W h a t 

they failed to say, they were not the only 

ones let down, many, many Engl ishmen 

and Scotchmen knew also and felt as 

keenly as the Irish, that they also had 

been sold down the path. 

It 's again not true to say the Socialists 

don't care a d amn about the I r ishmen and 

their problems. You Irish have short 

memories. Let's take only one instance, 

only one ( I can name many more if neces-

sary). I would ask the Ir ishmen, who 

was it that supported the D U B L I N TRAM-

MEN m 1913, who was it t ha t furnished 

the Food-Ship sent to Dubl in? W h o organ-

ised the "Holidays in Eng l a nd " for the 

strikers' kiddies? If it was not the Social-

ists, then who the devil was it, i t certainly 

was not the hide bound Trade Union 

Leaders, they were forccd in to accepting 

the battle, B Y THE S O C I A L I S T AND 

T H E M I L I T A N T TRADE U N I O N MEM-

BERS . 

W h a t you also forget is tha t R E A C T I O N 

is in the saddle in Britain as i t ' i s in Ire-

land. Why in the same issue of the " Ir ish 

Democrat" we read and wo S O C I A L I S T S 

understand the reaction of De Valera in 

arresting the I.R.A. boys. 

So, because a crowd of un imaginat ive 

Labour Bosses, who parade under a banner 

t inted Red, and are so scared of losing 

their "Big Bell ied" and Flash waist-coated 

jobs, they let their M E M B E R S down: not 

just I r ishmen—we are all labelled "im-

perialists." 

The way out is lor us all to be U N I T E D 

for a sustained effort by both of us Irish-

men and Englishmen, who see the "L ight 

Ahead" and the way forward for a world 

of " F R E E M E N " we only serve the reaction-

ary Labour Leaders by being divided into 

"One against the Other." W h e n we here 

in the B i i t i sh Isles and for t ha t matter 

in all lands care to accept the slogan made 

so plain by Kar l Marx in 1848: 

Workers of all lands—UNITE. You have 

noth ing to lose but your chains. You have 

a world to win" ; then I r i shmen and Eng-

l ishmen and all others will see the way for-

ward and achieve what the Russians, 

Chinese and other Socialist countries have 

already obtained. F R E E D O M F R O M 

C A P I T A L I S T E X P L O I T A T I O N and be 

able to mould our own lives in the way we 

wish to go. F R A N K J A C K S O N , 
London, N.15. 

* * * 

From CORK 

A G R E A T public outcry was r ightly 
raised in England a few weeks ago 

when the police tapped a phone during 
the course of a case they were Investi-
gating. T h e Englishman in the street wi th 
his Instinctive spirit of civil l iberty was 
amazed at this violation. 

But here in Ireland phone-tapping and 
letter-opening is an everyday occurrence 
and now wi th internment wi thout tr ial we 
are a 100 per cent police state. Sixty men, 
and at least twelve of them sl*ty years 
of age have been thrown into the infamous 
Curragh internment camp without trial. 
Whether or not you agree wi th the ideals 
of these men (and who can deny that they 
were inspired by the highest of prin-
ciples?) all liberty-loving men should 
make a practical protest against the 
cowardly action of the Fianna Fail 
Government. 

This internment without tr ial is not 
only a violation ol every principle of 

TWO PROTESTS AGAINST INTERNMENTS 
\\.rE condemn the practice of intern-
' ' men t without any charge or trial," 

s a ' s the " Ir ish Workers' Voice" Bulletin 
"':i;an of the Irish Workers' League, Dub-

"as a scandalous violation of the 
'••••nirntary rights of a citizen . . . but to 
'•'iz'' citizens immediately on the com-
[ 'ti ' in of their sentences, imposed by the 
">'cl;nary courts, and whisk them away to 
i ;-'eminent is an even more scandalous 
V!«-iat:«)ii of democratic rights. 

W. thout any equivocation at all we 
'' iKlemn the policies and practices of 

"ied intervention into Six-county ten i-
I t has been tried on not a few 

' " asions . . . they only make matters 
•''i'.e and finally result in disruption and 
!|ie splintering of the powerful forces for 
I ' M . unity at home and abroad. 

I'O inspire the young people and all 

• : h men and women a genuine anti-

imperia l ist policy is the need of the hour. 
The responsibility lests on the Labour 
movement to come forward with a Labour 
Republ ican policy which will capture the 
imag ina t ion of the youth and win the 
support of the mass of the working people 
of the two parts ol Ireland. 

' T h o Sinn-Fein I .R.A. policy will ncvor 
by itself unite Ireland. Only tho Con-
nolly-Socialist approach, translated into 
the conditions of to-day, points the way 
for the working people of the two areas 
to come together, and by united effort to 
r id tho country of Imperialist Influence 
and control, and establish a 32-county 
democratic state." 

* * * 

The Communist Party (Belfast) says: 
" T h o Tory clamour for coercion, Is not 

surprising. This has always been Ulster 
Toryism's cure for all I r ish ills for over a 

century. T h e fact that such nostrums have 
never cured anything—not even the blind-
ness of Ulster Toryism, mat ters nothing to 
a bankrupt ruling class. 

" I re land, the whole of it, faces a poli-
tical crisis, of which the I .R.A. raids are 
the symptoms, not the cause. Both parts 
of I reland also face a serious economic 
situation of varying degrees of Intensity. 
Wil l Jail-filling and special powers laws 
solvo the crisis? The Communist Party 
has no hesitation in saying that they will 
not." 

The statement ends with a call for 
Labour action to compel the three Govern-
ments to negotiate a peaceful solution of 
partit ion, an end to armed raids, a cam-
paign for the fullest economic develop-
ment of Ireland to deal with the problems 
of unemployment and emigrat ion. 

Unfortunately nobody thought of 
sending the "Democrat" the statement 
of the Unemployed on the subject. 

justice but is contrary to all accepted legal 
procedure. In the name of the heroic 
dead who gave their lives for this fair but 
unhappy land let al l freedom-loving men 
come forward and let the Government 
know they received no mandate f rom the 
Irish people, to turn this country into a 
police state. 

We call on the " Ir ish Democrat," the 
perpetual champion of liberty, to tell our 
exiles that in I re land no m a n can now 
go to sleep at night without the fear of 
being wakened by Dev's Gestapo before 
the morning and removed wi thout tr ial to 
the Curragh. 

In conclusion may I, a freedom loving 
Ir ishman, venture to say what an un-
happy day it was for I re land when De 
Valera first set his foot in this country. 

CORK R E A L I S T 
* * * 

From LONDON 
VVTHAT a pity we weren't at that Hyde 
r r Park meeting! English socialists do 

not care about I re land! IF they're social-
ists they M U S T care—if they don't care, 
they're not socialists. 

If we mean to get rid of capitalism we 
must get rid of imperialism too—in ire-
land as well as in Africa and Asia. I f 
our Ir ish comrades are fighting against 
imperialism in their country they are 
fighting one of our battles wi th us; if we 
English really care about the struggle for 
the future we must be prepared to fight, 
and support other fighters, on all fronts. 

And Ireland is perhaps one of the most 
important, and accessible, of these fronts. 
It was the Parl iament in Westminster 
which dismembered Ireland—we who elect 
our representatives to that body are re-
sponsible for seeing that the evil is un-
done. 

And subjectively too, the Ir ish struggle 
past and present seems closest to us. I t 
has for the most part, and despite the 
Gaelic League, been fought in our common 
language (and we enjoy singing "Whack-
fol-the-diddle" as much as anyone! ) ; 
among its greatest leaders were men and 
women like Pearse, Erskine Childers and 
Madame Gonne-McBride in whose veins 
flowed E N G L I S H blood. 

We psirsonally have found a channel 
for our joint struggle here In front of us 
in the Connolly Association—there may 
be litt le enough we can do to avenge the 
strafed villages of Malaya and Oman, the 
hanged youths of Cyprus and Kenya. 

We have had the privilege of providing 
the projection service for tha t great f i lm 
"The Dawn." Some of our Ir ish comrades 
are very anxious that it is shown to Ir ish 
audiences; we, for our part , are very 
anxious that, w i th its straight-from-the-
shoulder challenge "A nation that op-
presses another cannot Itself bo free" it 
is seen by OUR fellow-countrymen I 

"Not care, one way or another, whether 
Ireland is free or unfree, part i t ioned or 
united?" We're selfish—we want a Social-
ist Republic here in England, O U R ancient 
sireland must no more shelter the despot 
or the slave—so of course we care! How 
could we do otherwise? 

TED & GWEN SHIELDS 
London, E.7. 

• * • 
From a COCKNEY 

I M not really surprised that your orator 
* could not get Engl ish people to take 

up his challenge. What were they to say 
in that crowd of dangerous-looking Irish-

men? I've seen Engl ish people made fools 

of in Irish meetings in Hyde Park. I don't 
blame them for keeping mum. If they said 
they were interested in I re land they'd be 

told to m i nd their own business! 

Anyway, how many Engl ish workers 

bother about the future of Eng l and where 

they were born and bred? Is it much won-

der if they don't bother about other coun-
! tries. Especially when there are such con-

flicting accounts of it. One lot of I r ishmen 

tell us "Ge t out" and the others say "Stay 

in." W h a t do you want us to do? 

Personally, I th ink we are the nat ion 

that is "pu t on." I am quite prepared to 

agree tha t there has been much wrong 

done in the past. I certainly don't agree 

with it. Bu t it was not the Brit ish people 

who did it. Bu t what I want to ask is. 

why should the Northern Irish th ink they 

have a r ight to sit in our Par l iament 

whether we want them or not. Did none 

of you ever t h i n k—I suppose it never en-

tered your heads—that our English 
nat ional sovereignty is violated by the de-

mand of the Northern Irish to have 12 

Tories at Westminster? 

Apparently we have just got to put up 

with them unt i l the Irish people agree 

among themselves. As an Engl ishwoman I 

tell you, you can have them any t ime you 

like! 

A COCKNEY BORN 
E.2. 

I 
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WAS DEV LYING ? 
— from page one 

TOPICAL JOTTINGS 
T . D . a t t acks 

Mr. Jack McQui l lan . T IX. addressing a 
meeting at Kilteevan. Co. Roscommon, 
.-aid that there would be no need to stamp 
nut illegal organisations if the political 
parties had shown the slightest proof of 
their sincerity towards achieving H united 
Ireland. 

" I t is a terrible condemnation of our 
political set-up that such revolt ing and 
shameful provisions as the Offences 
Against the State Act should be en-
shrined in our so-called democratic 
legislation," said Mr. McQui l lan. 

He urged tha t An Taoiseach himself 

. houid attend the U.N.O. and press Ire-

land's case. 

"Better for our Government to be a 
thorn in the side of Britain in the coun-
cils of the Uni ted Nations t h a n be an 
agent of repression against a section of 
our own people here," he declared. 

Two weeks previously thousands had 
marched through the town of Longford In 
protest against the jail ing of their T.D. 

What now? 

Sin Fein has appealed to all democratic-
minded people to stand by t hem in the 
emergency. Th is is thought by some to 
foreshadow passible changes of tactics, 
though this is doubtful. 

Some believe tha t Sinn Fein should now 
do what Parnel l did when brought to a 
similar impasse at K i lma i nham . They 
could call the raids on—so they could call 
them off, wi thout losing face. They 
could substitute for them a campaign of 
lively constitut ional mass-agitation draw-
ing in all the lorces of Ir ish democracy, 
and making an appeal to the working class 
of the Six Count ies over the heads ol their 
Government. They could recognise the 
Leinster House Dai l 111 the same way as 
they recognise its dog-licences and stamps, 
that is to say 'de facto' while not recognis-
ing that it was the 'de jure' Government 
of the Republ ic ol 1916. 

The Government is boasting that it has 
got all the leaders under lock arid key. But 
the "United I r i shman" is still being pub-
lished and in August published an open 
letter to Aneur in Bevan asking h im to be 
a real Labour statesman and stand for 
withdrawing Bri t ish troops from Ireland. 
Letter was signed by famous transport 
leader, Michael Quill , of New York. 

This letter should be widely circulated 
and we suggest to our S inn Fien friends m 
London t ha t they should post a copy to 
every Labour M.P. and T.U. leader. I f 
necessary, the Connolly Association will 
help them. 

The publ icat ion of the Qui l l letter is an 
opportunity for pressing Bri t ish Labour to 
secure a peaceful settlement based on 
voluntary wi thdrawal by Br i ta in . 

| N a few months more now the G.N.R., 
* backbone of Ireland's transport system, 
will be no more. A victim of partit ion, it 
is not mourned by the capitalist element 
on either side of the border since they 
hope to make big money out of private 
fleets of lorries. As the branch lines close 
down there wil l be more emigration. * * * 

I f it is wicked for the State to own the 

principal industries of a country, then the 

Turf Board is wicked. Maybe it is, but the 

turf output of Bord na Mona last year was 

no less t han eight times t ha t of 1950. Wha t 

if the whole industry of a united Ireland 

were similarly planned- and at the service 

of the people as well? Public ownership 

mav be wicked, but it seems to work. 
* * * 

The girl who decided to swim the Irish 
Sea must have been having a look at the 
holiday mai l boat. 

* * * 
Whi le London Sinn Fem and its support-

ers were march ing to Pentonville, wreaths 
were laid on the Casement Memorial in 
Mur lough Bay. The Brit ish Government 
continues its campaign of slander against 
this great man's memory and there is 
great ind ignat ion that his remains cannot 
be brought home. 

I n lour lull pages the "Manchester 
G u a r d i a n " has boosted the Irish Republic. 
It is a fine place lor -hun t i ng , shooting, 
fishing, lazing, mountaineering, and in-
vesting your money. Apparently it hasn't 
any people In it or, ll it has, the "Man-
chester Guard ian" doesn't care about 
them. 

The New York State Section ol the 
American Federation of Labour has sent 
a resolution to the President demanding 
tha t the U.S.A. should request the British 
Government to stop ma in ta in ing an armed 
force in the Six Counties and to take al l 
necessary steps to restore Irish unity. The 
resolution goes before the National Con-
vention. A resolution to the International 
Conference of Free Trade Unions makes 
clear that the A.F. of L. has rejected the 
wishy-washy D'Alton plan. It demands 
that the unions take such action as they 
deem best to "el iminate the intolerable 
artificial partition of Ireland," and to re-
store unity under a single government. 

Lord Brookeborough is not grateful to 
De Valera for jail ing the Republicans. In-
deed it has whetted his appetite. Latest 
insult is the banning of the Circuit of Ire-
land, marathon cycling race, Ras Tailtean. 

" I f the Labour movement doe.s not der. 
berately set out to secure the election •">! 
a Labour government then it means that 
the progies.sive forces of this country must 
reconcile themselves to the role of m u m 
bl ing critics of other parties." These words 
ot common sense were uttered by Mi 
James Larkln, who referred to the recent 
decision to have nothing more to do with 
coalition governments at a meeting of the 
Dub l i n Labour Partv at the Thomas A-shi 
Hal l . 

Domicili i O'Laore told the Gael ic Hum-
mer school a t Gweedore tha t if Ir ish is 
to be saved the ridiculous system of teach-
ing through Irish in infant classes must 
go. Up-to-date methods, films, strips, etc 
must be used. The old Gaelic letters must 
be replaced by the ordinary La t in alphabet, 
which all advanced writers did already 

Connolly Association at t i tude to the 
I .R.A. has undergone no change since the 
jai l ings. "We will never condemn, though 
our advice would be to try political rather 
t h an militarv methods," said a London 
spokesman. " I f there is a lot of rain you 
get floods. It imperial ism occupies anotner 
country you get trouble. I t is no use con-
demning — remove the cause." 

Brookeborough's 'Labour' 
Touts at Westminster 

THf 
1 

E Woolwich Kangaroos (known to 
themselves as the Ulster Labour 

Group) have been busy touting Labour 
M.P.s asking them to have all collections 
for Sinn Fein stopped in Bri tain. 

In an interview with Mr . Arthur Bottom-
icy the Kangaroos made available to the 
M.P. their boundless stores of inside in-
formation upon Republican affairs. Money 
collected at public functions was being 
used to help illegal organisations to carry 
on their campaign of terrorism in 
Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Bottomley is said to have agreed 
that "it should be stopped." If the Union-
ists raised it on the floor of the house, he 
would be "sympathetic" to them, he told 
a member of the "group." 

It is also stated by the group that Mr. 
Hugh Delargy has promised moves to 
have Sinn Fein collections stopped. 

IS T H I S T R U E ? 
It is very hard to believe that a man 

with such a long record of support for the 
Irish cause as Mr. Delargy would want 
Special Powers introduced into England 
at the behest of Ulster Unionists. 

Does f^r. Delargy know that this state-
ment has been published connecting his 
name with these reactionary views? 

We sincerely trust he wil l come forward 
and repudiate all connection with the self-
styled "Ulster Labour Group." 

These statements have been made much 
of both in the " I r ish T l m e C and 
"Northern Whig." The "Northern Whig" 
notes that Mr. Delargy has recently left 

the anti -part i t ion League- but not we 
suspect from friendliness to unionism! 

Mr . Bottomley is quoted as blaming the 
United States for I .R.A, activity. Anything 
but the obvious—if one country occupies 
another it will meet wi th opposition f rom 
the occupied! 

Readers' 
Comments 

\ Y O U N G R E A D E R who bought 
the "Democrat" on Tottenham 

Court Road paid us a curious 
back-handed compliment. "You're 
profiteering on us," he told Desmond 
Logan, "You know well we HAVE to 
buy the paper, so you charge six-
pence for it. It's not fair." 

Well, we assure tha t reader that 
if we could produce it for a penny, 
that's what he'd get it for. 

* * * 
In Kilburn another said "You 

print plenty of stuff for the new 
readers who are just learning. What 
about something more advanced for 
the OLD readers?" It 's hard always 
to strike a balance. But we hope 
the old readers wil l jo in in the dis-
cussion on I re land and socialism. 
Letters from readers are always wel-
come." 

MEETING WASNT 
f rom page one 

Sports J)aradc PATRICK MCDONNELL 

/ C A R D I F F middle Phi l Edwards 
^ stopped Paddy Delargy in the 
third at Abergavennys said J im 
Wicks afterwards " I gave Paddy the 
wrong instructions; I t was all my 
fault ." T h e tough G a l w a y m a n c*td 
not expect Edwards to have so 
devastat ing a right a l te r tak ing al l 
the left-handers the Welshman 
could give. 

* * * 
The I / jndon County Board of the 

G A.A. are p lanning well in booking 
Wembley Stadium for W h i t 195S. 
and it is contemplated to have four 
Senior County teams in action In 
both football and hur l ing . The 
matchee will be played on Wh i t 
Saturday , instead of t he usual W h i t 
Monday . Wembley c a n easily hold 
100,000 of a crowd. The venture is 
Worthy of the full support of Ir ish 
people In Britain, a nd we wish it 
every success 

* * * 

Memories of the Brown. B o m b e r -
Joe Louis. On the centre court at 
Wimbledon, Miss A l thea Gibson, 
the lanky girl f rom Har lem, came, 
• a w a n d oonquered. L ike Joe Louis 
she had to overcome other handi-
caps before coming to Wimbledon. 
A great champion. 

* * * 

Bann is ter <G.B >, C h a t a w a y 
(G.B. ) , Ibbotson (G .B , Delany 
( I re l and ) , Kuts (U S S.R. i -forget 
these trackers for a moment . A 
Russlftti athlete has cleared the 
H i gh J u m p at 7 feet 1 inch. Whow! 
Name?—Yu r i Stepanov. 

A novelty event at the Dnnore 
Harriers annua l spoits held in Dub-
lin was a penny-farthing cycle race 
I t could only be put on a par with 
cumed-racing1. The competitors 
climbed h igh on to their respective 
perches—without parachutes—and 
the race was on. Un t i l a careless 
spectator got hit by a "penny" and 
like hump ty dumptv, down came the 
Jack. 

* * * 

Many Gaels engaged in the Build-
ing Trades wi th ^ondon firms are 
interested In the idea of start ing 
inter - f i rm competit ions of Qaelic 
Football and Hur l i ng for Challenge 
Cups. A match between Ir ish stal-
warts f rom Wlmpoys a n d Mac-
Alpines, I ' m sure, would All any 
stadium a n d I would like to see 
Inter - f i rm competitions materialise. 
Couldn't Trade Unions start and 
sponsor this? 

* * * 

Association football is here, and 
we shall be following once more our 
old favourites Farrei l (Everton), 
Dunne (Luton) , Haverty (Arsenal), 
Godwain (Bournemouth) , Hurley 
(M i l lwa l l ) , F a g a n (Manchester 
Ci ty) , and a host of other talented 
Irish footballers. 

* * * 

Apprentice jockey in the news this 
t ime is Brendan M<x>nev who won 
nn H E C K L E Y at the Lanark July 
meeting. Brendan is 19. and a native 
of Mul l ingar , Co. We.stmeath. 

* * * 

Camogie is making rapid progress 

among our girls in London, and so 
h igh is the standard of play that 
Irish county teams visit ing London 
will be m for some surprises. 

* * * 

Shamrock Rovers, the famous 
Dublin football ciuto, have applied 
for entry to the European Soccer 
Cup Competition. T h e y h a v e 
registered their home ground In the 
competition at Da lymount Park, 
Dublin. This Is the Headquarters 
of Bohemians. Preparations are 
being made to install "l ights" at 
Dalymount. Gtenavon were also 
accepted. 

* * + 

Those applying for stand tickets 
for the all-Ireland Senior football 
and Hurl ing finals should write in 
the first instance to Secretary. 
Gael ic Athletic Association, Crok«' 
House, Jones's' Road, Dubl in , I.e-
land. and state particulars of re 
quirement.s, enclosing a stamped 

addressed envelope for reply. 
* * * 

Queens Park Rangers wil l issue 36 
complimentary Stand Tickets to old 
age pensioners in Hammersmith. 
There will be free admission into 
other parts of the ground, also, for 
old age pensioners of the district, 
this season, for League matches. 

* * * 

Racing fans will know' v. l ift 
"horses lor courses" nu ans Well in 
his own backyard, Ronn ie Delany 
trounced Derek (Flash! Ibbotson 
over the Landsdowne Road, Dublin, 
mi le and the cheers of 30,000 nearly 
capsised the Mail Boat. 

W h a t a thing to say! Here was a small 
group ol Lalxiur people prepared to give 
I re land BETTER T E R M S t h a n envisaged 
in the D'Alton plan. They were to be 
turned down for fear that they should 
popularise socialism in I re land by doing 
something lor tha t country! 

"The Times" said the same in other and 
more explicit terms:— 

"Although those interested may be 
acting from the best of motives, one 
might question the advantage of allow-
ing the D'Alton plan to be used as the 
plaything of a very Lef t -wing socialist 
group." 
It went mi sirudgins'ly: 

" I t is of course important that all 
members of the House of Commons 
should be given an opportunity of 
acquainting themselves wi th the main 
objects of the plan . . . but the thing 
cannot be haphazardly planned or un-
duly rushed. . . . Furthermore there is 
the added consideration that if a group 
like the Movement for Colonial Freedom 
should give the impression that it is 
pushing the plan, others might fight shy 
of the whole idea. Discussions on the 
topic must be on an al l -party basis." 
This statement was the extremist expo-

sure of the d i lemma of the reactionaries in 
relation to partit ion. They have known for 
vears that the Socialists alone are pre-
pared to push Ir ish freedom. They are 
afra id that if they accept the wil l ing help 
of the socialist forces, it will spread social-
ism in Ireland. 

So instead of proposals which would be 
supported by socialists nnd give Ireland 
uncondit ional lreedom, they want other 
proposals which would be supported by 
Conservatives, even if these only gave Ire-
land a limited freedom and indeed bound 
her hand and foot with foreign bases. 

They think they will not get Conserva-
tive support unless they offer N.A.T.O. 
bases. So they W A N T to give Ir ish soil 
over to foreigners. To get I re land united? 
No, to stop the socialists uni t ing her l Can 
political moral i ty sink lower? 

The plans proposed by the M.C .F. are 
of course themselves less t h an we would 
wish. Mr. Brockway believes, or so he is 
reported in the Irish Press, t ha t the 8 m 
step would tie tha t the Twenty-Six Coun-
ties voluntarily rejoined the Common 
wealth. He also thinks that economic links 
between Northern Ire land a nd Britain 
would have to be mainta ined. 

I t is widely held, however, t h a t if the 
band ol left-wing Labour M.P J? w i t h which 
M r Brockwav is associated h a d been in 
receipt of better advice on the I r i sh ques-
tion, thev would have been prepared to 
meet Ir ish demands more thoroughly. Cer-
ta in ly the way to encourage Labour to 
reach this point is not to snub them for 
offering too much ! 

I t Is to be hoped that the M.P.s wil l mart 
after all and have before them not a flied 
plan bu some well-thought-out general 
principles f rom which a m i n i m u m pro-
gramme can be beaten out. 

a New Builders' 
Leader" 

An Independent Monthly 
for Building Workers 

Pi icr or by post 
5 / 6 per a n n u m 

Bccome an Agent and sell some 
on the job ! 

Writr lo-clny for details ;<> 

Hecrriary. 

234 Somervell Ro;ui 

South Harrow Mlddx. 

THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
in Poland and Russia 

j ' HERE must be many Aim i kan.s, >< h«. 

l:ke myself a i r members , 1 the Roman 

...holic Church , and who v. lil he in-

n-ted t ) heai ••uiin-Unng ol the po: .Lou 

the C i i u i vh in Poland and the Soviet 

• ion. So much false informat ion has 

j-c.n spread about, that I regarded it as 

. very great privilege to have t he opjxjr-

K.-uty recently of visiting these countries 

;;:-d 6eeing for myself the true position. 

Poland, a country of 20 mi l l ion Catlio-

.r., is the largest Catholic country in the 

h-orkl and is i n the ma in deeply devout. 

n,eri> are an enormous number of 

hurches, packed on Sundays, and well-

:iUed on week-days, whete chi ldren drop 

,n on their way to school to say a prayer, 

*oojen on their way to do their shopp ing 

;ind men on their way to work. The re-

ations between Priest and People is 

;irrxUal and affectionate, for many of the 

priests died with them during the hideous 

,' krs of occupation. 

I'r.e agreement between the Government 

BY 

m m i * 
I VEAR S I R , — I got a copy of your paper, 
' ' the " I r i sh Democrat." I t is the first 

roay I ever got. I th ink is it a splendid 
Irish paper. I wish to congratulate you in 
!.he way you exposed the t ruth about De 
Vtiiera a nd his gang in the Twenty-Six 
Counties, also voicing your opposit ion to 
the Hyde^D'Alton sell-out policy. 

1 myself am a native of the Six Counties, 
and I a m only in Eng land about one 
month. I heard a lot about the Connol ly 
Clubs at home. I th ink if the Ir ish in 
Hrrt&in all jo ined and got well organised, 
(hey could do a lot more for I re land t h an 
:s being done at present. Any th ing t h a t is 
being done now is by the Connol ly Clubs. 
Mter all it is the working class t ha t is the 
:]ac.K'bone of any country. 

I have read the "Democrat" from begin-
ning to end and I am in complete agree-
ment with the Connolly Clubs. On lv for 
thai, I would not l)e writ ing to you now. 
Well, to be frank. I wonder could I join 
.Mime t ime in the near future? I f vou pub-
lish this letter olease do not pr in t my 
uarr.e. I will sign mysell — 

U L S T E R M A N . 
Yorkshire. 

Name and address supplied i. 

IP 
i / w 

E D I T O R . Friends EAR 

ho wish to make a tour 

of Ireland 

of Ireland 
.hOiild contact An Oige, the Ir ish Youth 
Hostels Association, 39 Mount iov Square. 
I )UD:in. 

There are 36 hostels controlled bv An 
<),L;e. They are generally small , simply 
urnished but, comfortable and adequate. 

Mi'".tellers have to do their own cooking. 
'•• which the necessary utensils are pro-

• • i'-d. Most of the hostels are also nro-

• "led with crockerv. but hostellers inu t 
"•'4, their own cutlery. 

MONICA WHATELY 
nnd the Ch inch seems to me to be abso-

lutely lair It gives the right to the 

people ol Poland to l>elong to any 

Church, or to none, it forbids under a 

penalty of up to live pounds anyone to 

mock or deride the religious beliefs of 

another. I t allows religious teaching to 

be given in the schools, and processions 

to take place in the open, it restores all 

churches damaged in the war. and pays a 

stipend to the Clergy. 

At one Seminary tha t I visited 500 young 

men were being trained for the Priesthood, 

and unl ike England, there is no shortage 

of religious vocations in Poland, in spite 

of what is dubbed their athiestic govern-

ment, a government be it known that con-

tains many practising Catholics. 

Old peoples' homes are run by nuns who 

have not to face the financial worries 

borne by their sisters in England, who are 

frequently troubled at the possibility of 

closing some of their wards owing to lack 

of funds, whereas in Poland the Govern-

ment pay 100 per cent of all costs in 

runn ing such homes, and the nuns are 

free to give their undivided love and 

attent ion to those facing the sunset of life. 

On its part the Church undertakes no t 

to work against the State's programme of 

Socialism, to aid the Government in the ir 

work for peace and to co-operate w i t h 

them in working for the general well-being 

of the people. 

* * * 

y i r H E T H E R we like It or not Com-

' " mun ism has come to stay, it already 

dominates a sixth of the world, and we 

should be less t han realists if we 

imagined at this stage it could be over-

thrown. To me it is the symbol of the 

failure of so-called Chr is t ian democracy. 

The failure of democracy to provide 

security for the suffering millions, the 

failure of Christ ians to carry out the law 

of love; and so have peace in the world. 

The Polish nation i.s showing the world 

that Commun ism and Catholicism can 

work side by side. 

Before leaving for the Soviet Union, I 

touk the piec.mtion of wri t ing to the Car-

dinal's Secretary in London to ask h im 

if there were any Cathol ic Churches open 

in Moscow, where as a Catholic I could 

fulfil my Sunday obligations. I received 

a letter back saying: "Tha t there were no 

Cathol ic Churches open in Moscow." 

Assuming that the headquarters of the 

(,'athiilic Church ,n E i . jhuu i would most 

Miirly know, I made no attempt on : iwh-

int; Moscow to discover my Church, but 

went instead to the Orthodox Church 

where I heard some very beautiful music. 

Wha t was my amazement on reaching 

the hotel to find that two of my fellow 

delegates, like me having accepted in-

vitations to attend the very important 

Seminar on the Status of Women, had 

not made enquiries before leaving their 

own count! y, but had enquired at the 

hotel on arrival and had at once been 

directed to the Church of St. Louis of 

France, where they had heard Mass. 

The next day I went down to see the 

Priest, a fine old man , who, when I showed 

h im the letter from the Cardinal 's Secre-

tary, expressed the utmost surprise. But, 

h e said, this church has been open for over 

a hundred years, it was never closed even 

dur ing the time of the Revolution. I have 

ministered here for fifty years, here I give 

the Catholic children their religious in-

struction, here I baptise the babies, marry 

the voting, and from here I visit the sick 

in their homes, and in the hospitals, and 

bury the dead. 

"He should no t have said that there 

were no Cathol ic Churches open in 

Moscow, he should have said he did not 

know, for our enemies make much false 

propaganda against o iy Government . " 

Such were tire words of this wise old 

man , who assured me that no one inter-

fered with his work, that the following 

Sunday the Bishop of R iga would be cele-

brat ing Pontifical H igh Mass at his 

church. 

He said there were a network of Catho-

lic Churches open all over the Soviet 

Union, and gave me the address of our 

L E T T E R S 

• i bookings must be made ill, advan: e 
• iit'li the head office at 39 Mount joy 

i'-are. Dubl in , and not through the resi-
wardens. Overnight fees are Im 

' .ois a m i juniors 2 (1. and fur those 
uer lij. l An Owe extends a warn: 
••'••/ine to members l iom over: eas to use 

iiosteis and enjov the beauties ol the 
•;) countryside. 

ne part i t ion ol Ireland lias sadlv 
ided the Ir ish Youth Hostel movement 
<T" 's a separate organisation in North-

Ireland, which has at present two 
i.n hostel chains, one circling the Mo:m 
• '•s (ii Mourne. and another stretching 
ng the Antr im coast. These are linked 
i lesser chains in the Sperrin M o m r 

and in the Lake District ol County 
•"innnagh Men Is are not nrovided but 

i.oers' kitchens are well equipp"d 
•king is usuallv done on pressure 

he objects of Ivith organisations is to 
1 nil. lint especially young people ol 
ted means, to a greater knowledge. 
• and < are of the count rvside. pa r t nu 
• bv providing hostels or other simple 
•minodation for them in their travels 

i thus to nromote health, rest and edu 
I'm I! \nii no join the Y.H.A ns a 

ur renewed member. It is open to all 
'iir, irrespective ol race, creed, jK> 1 i11 
"i religious beliefs. 

Yours etc.. 

L E T T E R 

J O H N I L L I N G W O R T H , 
Paddington Group. 
Youth Hostels Association 

I BEG you to accept this short letter re-
ferr ing to the recent controversy in the 

" Ir ish Democrat" regarding Socialism and 
Nationalism. As a former member of Sinn 
Fein, and also of the Irish Labour Party, 
I would like to air my views. 

The bitter struggle ahead can, in my' 
opinion, only be won when the principles 
of Connolly and Pearse pre C O M B I N E D 
again. It is about t ime members of S inn 
Fein woke up to the fact that the "Free 
State" exists. Their ideals are laudable 
but not very practical in 1957. 

Larkin united orange and green with a 
common link, the al l - important object of 
both sides being a full stomach. This was 
smashed by Tory-Unionist contrivances. 

But it could be done again with a virile 
! socialist republican programme, which I 

am proud to say I found in the Connolly 
Association. 

I can't put too much emphasis on the 
fact that republicanism cannot mature 
without socialism, A N D V I C E VERSA. I 
can well remember the scepticism | had 
about socialists. They were the quare fel-
lows who wanted to coerce us into a god-
less Russia, so i heard. But believe me, 
the quarc fellas arc in Stormont and Lein-
ster House, and they want to put us in 
Crumlln Road or Mountjoy. So if there 
are any hesitant republicans who want to 
be disciples of both Tone and Connolly, 
join the Connolly Association. 

i ^NCE again you have shown your 

capability as an Editor in giving 

front page publicity to the reply of the 

Cork Unemployed to that Fine Gael M.P. 

Ir ishmen in England, and Ireland, be-

ware of remaiks "Kreml in agent," "com-

munist ' ' or "red" or such like when they 

are made by people who drive round in 

new Consul cars, and pay as little as they 

can to those they employ. They are not 

interested in your welfare but are trying 

to mainta in their own high standards by 

smearing your leaders as reds! 

May I also take this opportunity to 

compl iment Jack Murphy T.D. and his 

associates on the splendid work they are 

do ing for the unemployed. Keep it up. We 

cannot be with you bodily as you march 

through town and city but we are with 

you m spirit. O ther Irish papers will not 

publish your great work because they want 

to support a capitalist system which be-

lieves m low wages and unemployment. 

You can be sure the "Irish Democrat" will 

always give its support to win 

D E N I S M C C A R T H Y 
Dagenham. 

A N T H O N Y F A N N I N G . 
London, N.19. 

MAY I claim droit de reponse to Anne 
MacLaughlin's letter in your last 

issue. I would first ask her to name the 
exact facts whioh are distorted in the 
" I r ish Democrat"; then I would like to tell 
her that it is no use our wasting our 
energies to get our politicians to put Eire 
r ight becausc our politicians do not want 
to see the border go for the very simple 
reason that they arc making a good thing 
out of it. 

Then I would like to oorrcct her on the 
discontented few as she oalls them in 
Belfast. It took more than a few to put 
Clarke and Mitchell into Parl iament, and 
as for biting the hand that feeds the Irish 
in England, did she ever hear the lines: 

"It 's Faddy this, and Paddy that 
Sure he's always In the way 

Except when bullets are fal l ing fast 
And the word is clear the way"? 

So I sign myself, a Munsterman who is 
proud to be Irish. 

M I S S M. W H A T E L Y 

Church in Leningrad, where I could hear 

Mass the following Sunday. W i t h consider-

able pride he showed me a beautiful missal 

inscribed and presented to h im by the 

Holy Father. 

/ i N my return to London I took up the 

matter with the Cardinal 's Secretary, 

for I felt tha t he could not have knowingly 

given me false information. His excuse 

was very weak, the difficulty of getting 

such information, of accounts t ha t clashed 

and so on. I pointed out that these diffi-

culties were surely not insuperable, since 

a number of the Embassies in Moscow 

served Catholic countries. I n fact the wife 

of the present British Ambassador to 

Moscow is a Catholic and actually wor-

ships at the Church of St. Louis of France. 

I was forced to believe in the worlds of 

that old Priest that "manv of our enemies 

make much FALSE propaganda against 

our Government . " 

In Leningrad .the Priest begged me to 

tell the world that Catholicism was not 

dead in Russia. "Tell them what you 

have seen," he stressed over and over 

again. You have been in the churches, 

and you know. 

For that reason I tell my fellow-Catho-

lics that they may know the truth—that 

truth without which we can none of us 

be free. 

•••••IIHiaNllllllllMIHIHIIMIIfllliaailifilMHMiai 

i THE HOMES OF ! 
DONEGAL 

J J U S T called in to see you all, | 
* I'll only stay awhile. 
I want to see how you're gett ing on j 
And I want to see you smile. 
I 'm happy to be back again 
To greet you big and small, • 
For there is no place else on earth j 
Just like The Homes of Donegal. 

I like to see your happy faces, • 
Smil ing at the door, : 
The kettle bubbling on the crook, i 
As I step up the floor. 
And soon the teapot is f i l l ing up : 
My cup that is far f rom small. : 
0 your hearts are like your moun- ; 

tains, : 
In the Homes of Donegal. 

1 like to sit along with you, 
And while away the night. 
Wi th tales of yore and fa i ry lore 
Beside your fire so bright. 
And then, I see prepared for me, : 
A shake down by the wall. • 
There is repose for weary wanderers, • 
In the Homes of Donegal. : 

To see your Homes in par t ing days, 
Of that I'll never tire. 
To see the porridge bubbling 
In the big pot on the fire. 
The lamp alight, the dresser bright. 
The big clock on the wall. 
Of a sight serene Is the less you've 

seen, 
In T h e Homes of Donegal. 

The time has oome when I must go, 
I bid you all adieu. 
The open highway calls me forth 
To do the things I do. 
And when I a m tramping far away, 
I ' l l hear your voices call, 
And please God, I'll soon return 

again, 

To The Homes of Donegal. 
F. O L (Cork).1 . 
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HERE IT IS! A GOOD 
EVENING 

FOR YOU! 

The Arguments you need to 
answer that Man! 

THE FACTS YOU KNOW BUT 
AREN'T QUITE SURE OF ? 

The friendly atmosphere of 
intelligent Irish workers 

THE CHANCE TO SAY YOUR 
PIECE AND ARGUE THE POINT 

I RELAND is being 
• much of what is being 
is confusion? 

S o m e t i m e s in the we l te r of 

conf l ic t ing repor ts it is ha rd to 

m a k e head or ta i l of w h a t is 

go i ng on ! 

It is not as if the political parties 
wanted to make things clear. It suits 
them better to muddy the water so 
that it looks deeoer than it is. 

Questions are being asked by Eng-
lish workmates, and, also, the 
younger generation of Irishmen who 
do not remember how partition was 
brought about. 

There is a terrible danger that the 
Imperialist story of partition will 
come to be believed. If lies are told 
often enough, in a big enough way, 
and the generation that R E M E M -
BERS passes untruth gets by as 
truth. 

Therefore every Irishman must re-

talked about once more. But how 
talked is sense, and how much 

fresh his memory on the funda-
mental FACTS of Ireland's fight for 
independence. Don't be at a loss 
when the question is popped to you. 
The man who KNOWS need never 
have a red face, need never show 
the slightest perturbation even in 
the face of the trickiest question. 

Education is the secret of that. 
The Connoiiy Association is the 

only Irish organisation which sys-
tematically educates its members 
not by boring classes, not by dreary 
lecturing by a droning know-all—but 
by free lively interplay Of ideas, with 
Irish wit, Irish imagination, and 
Irish common-sense. 

The Connolly Association meet-
ings at 17 Bishopsbridge Rd., shown 
clearly on the plan on this page, are 
the most interesting Thursday night 
event in London, to any Irish Re-
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publican or Socialist. And WE SAY 
that every socialist should be a re-
publican, and every republican a 
socialist! 

They are also friendly gatherings 
where those present know how to 
combine pleasure with business! 

Don't be misled by those people 
who parrot Mr. Dillon's slanders 
about the Connolly Association. 
Don't listen to the Imperialists' lies 
about the Association being against 
religion. That was the sort of lie 
told about Davitt, Parnell, and even 

De Valera, when he WAS a leader 
of the Irish people. There has never 
been a single occasion at any Con-
nolly Assocation meeting where a 
solitary word was said attacking any 
man's religion. Come and see for 
yourself what lies these are—even 
when repeated in good faith by 
those who read them on the yellow 
anti-national press! 

Good company, good talk, a 
"quick one" when the meeting's over 
if you want it, and then good night! 
All interested welcome. 

NORTH LONDON 

129 S e v e n Sisters Road, N.7 

M o n d a y s : 8 p.m. 

WEST LONDON 

17 Bishopsbr idge Road, W.2 

T h u r s d a y s : 8 p.m. 

COVENTRY 
S A T U R D A Y S , 3.30 

T h e Prec inc t 

CONNOLLY ASSOC'N. 

LIVERPOOL 
BRANCH 

• 

M E E T I N G S 

EACH SUNDAY 

PIER HEAD, 8 p.m. 

MANCHESTER • 
Sundays, Piatt Fields 

3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Chorlton Town Hall 

Every Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

AUGUST 26-30 
Facts of P a r t i t i o n . 

M o n d a y — P . C L A N C Y : 
C u r r a g h M u t i n y . 

T u e s d a y - D E S M O N D G R E A V E S 
T h e legal aspect. 

W e d n e s d a y — E . M A C L A U G H L I N 
T h e Spec ia l Powers . 

Free the Prisoners 
J ) L A N S for a n e w campa i gn for the 

release of Repub l i c a n pr isoners, 

both in B r i t a i n a nd I re land , were dis-

cussed at the newly-const i tu ted Lon-

don Co-ord ina t i ng Comm i t t e e w h i c h 

w i l l l i nk C o n n o l l y Assoc ia t ion 

branches in London . 

The Association's EC . is being asked to 

urge that those in Britain be accorded spe-

cial political prisoner treatment, pending 

their release. 

In view of the fact that Republican 
organisations are sometimes a little 
sensitive about others "butting in," the 
Connolly Association in London makes 
it clear that its campaign is confined to 
the two objects described above. It is not 
concerned with looking after the de-
pendants, as this is already being 
handled by the organisations to which 
the prisoners belong. 

The Connolly Association's standpoint is 
that the terrible sentences inflicted on the 
Arborfield prisoners are a standing invita-
tion to future judges to give longer sen-
tences lor political offences than would 
be the case with civil offences. 

11 is therefore a matter of public inter-
est for all democrats, English as well as 
Irish, that these sentences should not be 
served in full. It is even more important 
that this should be recognised and go on 
record so that the evil precedent will not 
at any time be used to jail trade unionists 
or other political rebels. De Valera's jail-
ings also set a most evil precedent. 

If sentences are given on political 
grounds, then there should be political 
treatment for those sentenced, and this 
was indeed given to the Fenians who 
raided Chester Castle in 1867. 

The Connolly Association's campaign 
will not be confined to Republicans, Social-
ists, or even to Irish people. It is hoped 
that all who value iustice in its true sense 
will join in. But it is specially hoped that 
the London Sinn Fein. Gaelic League. 
G.A.A. and County Organisations will give 
their support in accordance with their con-
stitutions. 

It is pointed out that it is not true that 
the Gaelic League never interfered in 
politics. During the first year of its exist-
ence. the London Branch held a meeting 
m Lambs Conduit Street to raise funds 
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SEPTEMBER 2 - 6 

Conno l ly 's teachings. 

M o n d a y - E . M A C L A U G H L I N 
on class struggle. 

T u e s d a y — G . C U R R A N 
on R e p u b l i c a n i s m . 

W e d n e s d a y — P A T D E V I N E 
on I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . 

SEPTEMBER 9-13 
I r e l a n d to -day . 

M o n d a y — T O N Y F A N N I N G 
B r i t i s h I m p e r i a l i s m . 

T u e s d a y — P . 0 . S U L L I V A N : 
W h o m D e v . represents. 

W e d n e s d a y — P A T C L A N C Y : 
T h e L a b o u r M o v e m e n t . 

lor the Dublin strikers who were under 
the leadership of the Socialist J im Larkin. 

Among those who have signified their 
willingness to take an active part in the 
campaign are Joe O'Connor, the well-
known republican Tighter from the Co. 
Kerry, and Mrs. Sheila O'Brien whose 
work for the release of Kenya prisoners 
during the emergency tn that country is 
known throughout Africa. 
Mr. Patrick Clancy, president of the 

Association, recently addressed two meet-
ings on the subject of Mr. De Valera's 
internment policy. fie explained that the 
Connolly Association was completely op-
posed to it. The very least a man was 
entitled to was a trial. 

The refusal to publish the names ol 
those arrested was unforgivable. Though 
we could not bring the same pressure to 
bear on the Irish Government as we could 
on the British, he said, we would leave no 
doubt as to what our opinion was. 

Connolly Association 

WEST LONDON 

BRANCH 

W 
H Y D E P A R K 

S U N D A Y S , 3.30 p.m. 

1 S e p t . — G . C U R R A N 

8 S e p t . — E . M A C L A U G H L I N 

15 S e p t . — P A T C L A N C Y 

22 S e p t . — G . C U R R A N 

SEPTEMBER 16-20 
W h a t w e can do. 

M o n d a y - E . M A C L A U G H L I N : 
Organise. 

T u e s d a y — G . C U R R A N : 
, Inf luence L a b o u r . 

W e d n e s d a y — P A T D E V I N E : 
U n i t e a m o n g ourselves. 

E V E R Y T H U R S D A Y THE M E E T I N G IS AT 17 B I S H O P S B R I D G E R O A D , P A D D I N G T O N W . 2 

F r i d a y - G . C U R R A N : 
H o w to end P a r t i t i o n . 

F r i d a y — D E S M O N D L O G A N 
on Socia l ism. 

F r i d a y — J O E O ' C O N N O R : 
F r e e the prisoners. 

F r i d a y — P . O ' S U L L I V A N 
End P a r t i t i o n . 
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