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Irish told 
'Get off job' 
Birmingham Factory 
"On and Off" Crux 

Road-blocks, Curfew, Troops 
—everything but commonsense 

CINCE the I.R.A. raids on Derry Radio Station, 
^ Armagh military barracks, Torr Head Radar 
Station and other objectives, the Stormont Government 
has been behaving as if its members had taken leave of 
th eir senses. 

A semi-military regime has been clamped down 

on border areas, involving curfew, road-blocks, 'D' 

Special patrols an J frenzied appeals across the border. 

P R E T E N C E 

M a k i n g nonsense rl the pretence that Nor thern I iv l . ind 

j: flairs arc "not the concern of Br i t a i n , " Br i t ish troops have 

be tn despatched and have been busy b l ow ing up bridges 

on al l but ma in roads between the two parts of I re land. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

J O H N B R A D Y , 36-year-old 
fa ther of four , was sacked 

before others w h o came on the 
job later t h a n he did, accord-
ing to reports f r o m B i r m i n g -
ham, a l though there was a j 

"last in, f i rst-out" a g r e e m e n t ! 
be tween stewards and man-
agement . 

N.U.G.M.W. stewards had made 

an agreement with the manage-

ment. of Witton Moulding Insula-

tions (subsidiary of G.E.C.i that 

the agreement did not apply to 

anybody born outside Britain and 

the Six Counties. 

S H O R T - S I G H T E D 

This meant that nobody from 
the U.K. could be sacked until 
every Irishman from the Republic, 
every coloured worker, and every 
lelugee had been shown off the 
job. 

Great alarm is being expressed 
in Birmingham about this amazing 
agreement. It is pointed out that 
it could lead to the most appalling 
split in the Labour movement 
ever imagined, for it is a standing 
invitation to non-U.K. workers to 
leave the unions and work for non-
T.U. firms. It will assuredly re-
bound on the heads of the short-
sighted men who have agreed to 
it. 

Majority against 
Partition 

25% to 50% against 
Partition 

Less than 25 % 
against Partition 

PARTITION-THE REAL CRIME 

MANCHESTER TRADES COUNCIL 
CONDEMNS DISPUTES ACT 
Liverpool E.T.U. Resolution 

This is the t ime to show 
your Br i t ish f r iends and 
w o r k m a t e s the C.A. 
pamphlet , " T h e I r i s h 
Case Against Par t i t ion ." 

! Farmers will now have to drive 

• their cattle miles around to get 

; iron; one field to another where 

the crazy line ol the frontier cut.-

agricultural units into jigsaw 

pieces. 

The Irish people will one day 

; claim full compensation from 

Britain for this panic-stricken work 

ul wanton destruction. 

R E A C T I O N S 

| British newspapers varied in 

| their reactions. 
I 
j Notorious anti-Irish papers such 

as the "Sunday Pictorial" tried to 

i divert British reactions against 

I the Irish in Britain by pretending 

J that there were I.R.A. intentions to 

I sabotage London docks. 

^Continue* m Page Six) 

RONNIE DELANY 

The young Dublinman who won 
tlie Olympic "Blue Kiband" and 

a Gold Medal for Ireland. 

Poor Turn at 

PROTEST 
MEETING 
Against Br i t ish Act ion 

in I re land 
• 

T H U R S D A Y , 10th J A N . , 

8 p.m. 

W . M . A . R O O M S , 

17 Bishopsbridge Road 

London, W.2 
(Back of Paddington Station) 

Moston 
V I A N C H E S T E R Martyrs COm-

memoration last November 
was the smallest for years and, in 
spite of the weather being a de-
terrent, many feel the reason was 
political. 

First capitulating to the threats 

of hoodlums, the committee has 
banned the placing of wreaths. 

Many organisations in Lancashire 

now do not trouble to come. 

Second, instead of being a de-

monstration of unity of all trends 

of Irish opinion as it was intended 

to be by those who started it in 

1898. it has become the property 

of one section only. 

It is an utter fallacy that when 

Irish organisations co-operate with 

others they weaken themselves— 

instead they strengthen both. 

(Continued on Paee Six) 
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| ANSWER THE § 

§ GREEN TORIES ! § 

§ W h e n you have read th i s § 

§ paper | 
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PANIC ON 
BORDER 

" Y ^ / E cal l on the Na t iona l Execut ive of the Ama lgamated 
" E n g i n e e r i n g Union to press the T .U .C . to b r i n g the maxi -

m u m pressure on the G o v e r n m e n t of N o r t h e r n I re land for the 
repeal of the Trades Disputes Act and that al l A .E .U . branches 
be c ircular ised to support this endeavour." 

TADHG FEEHAN 
COMPLIMENTS 

CONNOLLY 
ASSOCIATION 

y C C O R D I N G to an Irish Press" 
report, Mr. Tadgh Feehan has 

expressed himself very pleased 
with the growing awareness of the 
partition question within the Bri-
tish Labour movement. 

This can only be a reference to 
the work of the Connolly Associa; 
tion, since the Anti-Partition 
League (thanks to its leadership) 
has done nothing. Thank you, Mr. 
Fcchan. 

Councillor Bun-lull proposed 

this resolution at a well-attended 

meeting ol Sal lord No. !) branch of 

the A L U . which had been ad-

dressed be Mr. Jo eph Deighali. of 

the Manchester Connolly Associa-

tion. 

Sparks too 
A similar resolution was passed 

I), the Liverpool Station Engineers 

Branch ot the Electrical Trades 

Union, after it had listened to an 

eloquent and moving appeal by 

Mrs. Kathleen MacLatighlin ot the 

Liverpool Branch of the Connolly 

Associat ion. 

The E.T.U resolution requested 

the E.T.U. Executive to demand 

that the Government uses its in-

fluence with the Northern Ireland 

Government to remove the anti-

Trade Union Act from the Statute 

Book. 

The Irish delegation at U.N.O. - This is the time they 
should insist U.N.O. discusses Partition 
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Can a FACT be wicked? Then why not face it? 

CLASS STRUGGLE SIMPLY I s 
C P E A K I N G at t h e Manchester 
J M a r t y r s ' C o m m e m o r a t i o n , M r . 
M ichae l T r a y n o r accused the " I r i s h 
Democra t" of preaching class struggle., 
To h im this seems so serious a crime 
that he appealed to his hearers not to 
buy our p a p e r — w h i c h m e a n t they 
must refuse to listen to our answer. 

We have no quarrel with Air. Traynor 

lor stating his views. He is entitled to 

do so. We might have expected a little 

more generosity than an appeal not to 

read our reply. But we will counter that by 

saying this—if HE cares to answer US, 

there is room for his reply on Page Eight 

ol our February number. 

We have things in common with Air. 

Traynor. We agree most heartily that 

Ireland should be united and indepen-

dent, and that British troops have no 

place in Ireland. We are at one with 

him in thinking that all Irishmen should 

unite for the purpose of securing the 

unity and independence of the country. 

We think the minority should submit to 

the will of the majority. 

But according to him the vita: issue is 

—we recognise the class struggle, lie does 

not. 

We think we can prove our point. At 
the same time we offer him space to ans-
wer. We're confident in our own argu-
ments, and so here they are- and inciden-
tally any othei reader is at liberty to 

express his view. 

* * * 
" V y H O invented the class struggle? 
»» That's a poser! But let's be clear at 

start—the Connolly Association did 

AN ANSWER TO 
MR. TRAYNOR 

beyond the 
affects every 

field and 

1 a; pern Ktn-
• lasses. Tiic 

the 
not. 

Every member of the Connoliv Associa-
tion was born into a world where it was 
already taking place. If we'd known about 
it we might have preferred to be torn else-
where, but we had no choice. 

In other words the class struggle j« n«t 
-unletting tin \>..ked v^ciali ,ts iiav< 
thought up in pi.,uie peaceful huiiianit'.. 
I t is there whethei you like it or not. It is 
/iot a ]>olu.'\ you "choo.-e" instead ot some 
other course ol action Tt a tact ol 
social life. C'a.-.vs 
ni peace tc.cause 

class : •••lie • ,'«• ,> !;"e;i «;<•,!»; •; <>•« • . 
sai. :' m| *v 

classes, and it is ridiculous to deny its 
existence. 

Far lrom it being anti-Christian to 
recognise it is as a FACT, it is distinctly 
described in the form of the Bible used 
by Catholics t though not in the Pro-
testant Bible! i 

This is what is written in the Book of 
Ecclesiasticus, which any of our readers 
can.read lor himself. 

"What fellowship hath a holy man 
with a dog. or what part hath the rich 
with the poor? The wild ass is the 
lion's prey in the desert; so also the 
poor are devoured by the rich. And as 
humility is an abomination to the 
proud, so also the rich man abhorreth 
the poor." 
In other words, it is generally recognised 

that the class struggle exists. Those who 
pretend it does not exist are onlv trying 
to help their own class. They are like 
burglars who deny there is such a thing 
as robbery. The British Imperialists pre-
tend there is no such thing as a national 
struggle. By denying the reality ol 
national struggles (and putting it down to 
"bandits," terrorists," etc.) they are en-
abled to hold what they have. 

The capitalist confronted with a de-
mand for a wage increase accuses the 
workers of "Communism" and "extrem-
ism" in order to damp down their side of 
the class struggle in his own Interest. 

• * * 

TI7~HAT socialists do is not to invent 
a class struggle that is not there 

They take sides in a struggle that IS 
there. 

Socialists quite frankly represent the 
interests of one ol the contesting classes, 
the working class, against the capitalist 
class. I t is not a matter of "being unfair" 
or "biased" the fact is that the interest 
of these two classes is completely opposed 
ull along the line 

We did not choose to make it so. we 
were born into a world where it was a 
fact that the employe** of labour gets 
richer the less he pavs his worker; he 
makes more money the longer their hours; 
he has less outlay if their conditions of 
work are rough and ready; if he has )X)or 
washing facilities, a poor canteen, or bad 
lavatory accommodation that is, provid-
ing they |>ut up with it. 

That is why every employer resists 
wage increases irrespective of cost of liv-
ing. When the individual workers com-
bine in trade unions to try to get a better 
price for their labour, the employers al-
ways resist recognising these unions till 
they are forced to do so. 

And this antagonism of interest goes 

mere economic 
aspect oi lite. 

* * * 

I^O-DAY the Irish capitalist class in the 

- Twenty-Six Counties can get big divi-
dends by investing money in the British 
Empire. 

They therefore starve Irish industry ol 
capital. They won't earn 5 per cent, at 
home when they can get 15 per cent, 
abroad. 

It is to their interest as a class to be 
able to draw their dividends from invest-
ments abroad which British Imperialism 
looks after for them. 

That is why they will not challenge Im-
perialism on the question of the border. 
They line up with Britain and America 
in foreign policy, and whenever the 
British Government describes people as 
extremists, terrorists and communists, 
they stick the same labels on. 

Why do they do it? Because of their 
class interests. The Irish worker has to 
emigrate abroad because the Irish capi-
talist makes monev by investing in other 
countries tlie piolits he gets irom that 
worker's labour at home. 

Class interests, starting in t lie economic 
lield, have overflowed that field and be-
come the basis ol policy. Indeed the policy 
of any class is always directly or indirectly 
based on its economic interests. 

>}t SjC 

I^AKE the denunciations ol the Connolly 
Association which have become the 

stock-in-trade of every sectarian politician 
in the Twenty-Six Counties, Wha t is the 
purpose of that? 

The Connolly Association has never or-
ganised a single strike or other action in 
; •' , .• .Ml . I a . l i n o '• •: u>> 

. .".;ididate. O: course n 
cheered on tnose it tliu 
good work. 

But it has urged Irishmen 
to rememly 
trade mum". 
• heir orji; 

r r i I E class struggle can only be ended 
' by abolishing the division ol society 

into classes. Some people try to pretend 
that this is another way ol saying "kill 
off the capitalists." That is just bogey-
talk. They take you for children! 

Just now the small lamers are being 
"abolished," eliminated as a class, driven 
oil their land by economic pressure of big 
business. And it will get worse. 

Socialists say that rather than do away 
with the small farmers, who are at least 
productive, we should be doing away with 
the big private bankers, cattle-dealing 
linns, companies that charge monopoly 
prices for fertilisers and farm machinery. 
We are doing away with the wrong class. 

Nobody suggests shooting the capital-
ists. That is crude talk. But laws should 
be passed which abolish the particular 
function which they have in the world to-
day. That function should not be exer-
cised by selfish, private individuals. I t 
should be the property of all the com-
munity. But the fact is, capitalists are 
gobbling up the farms. 

It is not just a matter of nationalisa-
tion, which still pays its profits over to 
private enterprise. No capitalist should 
be allowed to have any more than a life 
annuity. Maybe he'll never be fit for 
work- his children will be more respect-
able! When he is dead his shares should 
be dead—and that is the MOST compen-
sation that should be given. Otherwise 
there will be a permanent charge on 
industry. We want nationalisation lor the 
workers, not nationalisation lor other 
capitalists. 

* * * 
/ \BVIOUSLY the effect ol denying there 
' ' is such a thing as a class struggle 
is to help the "haves" against the 
nois." The "have nots" are told 

i i i l .S o 

• ••h! • 

they are 
.Si) a. to 

"Vvj. l ej : 
let end 
• i i 1 : 

,; a1 

.Jj: u 

have 
to be 

good boys, taking everything lying down, 
and have nothing to do with Communism. 

Well—they may take that advice. The 
only result will be that they will continue 
to have nothing. And those who give 
them that advice will continue to live on 

a: o r tn, . 
; i .use, th.s ; . ciass trii;;r i< 

.( '-ifjs:> struggle e\i. ts. The on1- • • 
s.'.vii yo.i have to take , •• ••'•flier '<> stand 
up foi your class m not 

Why have these men no monument? I> 
it that workers don't matter? Or is r, 
that the middle class has wiilu lgly (and 
justlyi glorified martyrdom m the na-
tional cause, but refused to give any credit 
to martyrdom in the workers' cause—tor 
Jear that the workers that thev them-
selves employ might take heart ' l rom it 
and demand their due? 

A free Ireland without a lree working-
class is a delusion, a humbug, and a 
snare. It is the solemn duty of all Irish 
workers to pursue simultaneously the 
freedom of their country and the freedom 
of their class. 

* * * 
A ND just in case anybody thinks that 

1»- the class struggle has nothing- to 
do with partition . . . the republican move-
ment would be greatly strengthened in 
achieving a free independent Ireland if 
it had a sound policy to win the Belfast 
workers. And that can onlv be a policy 
that will help them against their bosses 
—a policy that recognises the class 
struggle. The tragedy of Ireland to-day-
is that the Labour movement, has no 
national policy, and the republican move-
ment has no class policy. Yet in the weak-
ness ol each, the other has strength. 

The great contribution of James Con-
nolly to Irish republican and socialist 
thought was precisely that the struggle 
for Irish national independence car.not 
be prosecuted without makine the struggle 
ol the working class against its class ene-
mies a vital, indeed a central part of it. 

It was because he gave the workers a 
picture of what they would gain from 
national independence that he revivified 
the pride of Irish nationality in millions 
of breasts. He wanted an Ireland where 
freedom was not a hollow sham—"free-
dom to exploit other Irishmen without; 
British interference"—it was freedom for 
the common people to build a country 
worthy of them. 

The "Irish Democrat" makes NO apolo-
gies for wanting that too. 

TS AND NEWS 

! HO Ifos- tor 
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Imperialists. 
And so even though the Connolly Asso-

ciation has done tremendous work against 
partition, which Mr. Costello professes to 
oppose, it is still attacked bv Fine Gael. 
Why? 

Because the Fine Gael politicians repre-
sent a class m Ireland, an anti-trade 
union money-making class. They tire in-
terested in removing the border on then-
own terms. The idea that Irishmen ac-
customed to stand up for their rights as 
workers should some day go home and 
insist on those rights in their ow n country, 
haunts them. 

They would sooner have every man, 
woman and child emigrate than have 
such people back. 

They are such nationalists that some 
of them sleep in gfeen sheets—alter look-
ing under the bed for red bogeys. But 
they are content to depopulate Ireland -
because their class interests dictate it. 
That is W H Y republicans do not get on 
with them. 

pi'.cf e 
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tnan any oilier cause, ana not least m 
Ireland. 

Is it or is it not a fact that the working 
class of Ireland bore the brunt of every 
national effort that was ever made? Are 
we to be told that we may carry the main 
burden of the fight to free Ireland, but 
must not dare to demand anything for our-
selves? 

Why is there no monument to Alichael 
Learv batoned to death by the R.I.C. in 
the foundry strike in Wexford in 1911? 

Why is there no monument in Dublin 
to the two workers Byrne and Nolan who 
met a similar fate in the great transport 
lock-out in 1913? 

It was the man who was locking them 
out, at whose behest the police were set 
on them, William Martin Murphy, whose 
paper, the "Independent," screamed for 
the blood of Connolly in 1916. I t was 
Murphy's rich capitalist class who gave 
in to Lloyd George and signed the treaty 
in 1921—while the class to which the 
batoned workers belonged stood firm. 

l i / i l l a h n f y is in the news again. The 
I V American purchaser, J. Stuart Robert-

' son is to turn Kenmare House, Ross 
Island, info a first-class club for wealthy 
Americans. It had previously been sug-
gested (hat he might make it into a copy 
of "Coney Island." Now the news conies 
through—that the club would be restricted 
to "Americans of Irish descent" and 
Americans with a deep love of Ireland, and 
also there Is to be a colour bar And 
no Jews are*to be admitted. 

This is the man backed by Air. Costeilo's 
Fine Gael Government, which refused to 
permit the local people to purchase 
Killarney. 

It has been suggested that Eel Pie 
Island, Twickenham should be taken over 
as a club for wealthy Irishmen with a 
deep love of England; champagne would 
be served and leaders of the Anti-Parti-
tion League would be eligible. No Jews, 
negroes or working men would be allowed 
across the water. 

A national committee has been formed 
for the purpose of erecting a monument to 
Irishmen who fell fighting for the Boers 
during the South African War. Mr. T. L. 
Floyd is Hon. Secretary. P.O Box 4112. 
Johannesburg. The monument is to be 
there. 

A Charter for Rack-renting 
" r F H E B u m Bai l i f f w i l l be the big 

shot in Padd i ng ton , H a m m e r s m i t h 

a nd e l sewhere if this Tory Ren t s Bi l l 

is a l l owed to become l a w , " declared 

Mr . B i l l Pugs ley , c h a i rman of Ham-

m e r s m i t h Counc i l Tenan ts ' Associa-

t ion , s peak i ng to Wes t London 

B r a n c h of t he Conno l ly Associat ion . 

He loresaw tremendous rent increases 

and evictions as a result ol "this most 

vicious measure" aimed at working people 

in the interests of the big landlords. The 

lifting ol rent control, which had placed 

restriction on rents since 1916. would 

affect tenants of houses, furnished proper-

ties, parts ol dwellings and flats, and 

also lodgers and hosteller.; 

Landlords of those dwellings losing pro-
tection would be able to charge the high-
est rents they think they can get, and 
would have the power to evict. It would 
be enough for a landlord to think to him-
self. "He's ruddy-well Irish," or "He's a 
Red," or "He reads the Financial Times," 
and out the tenant would have to go. 

| \VEH 800,006 dwellings would lose pro-
" ' tectltfh, allowing sky-high rents and 
evictions. Complete decontrol would 
apply where the net rateable value of 
house, furnished property or flat exceeds 

£40 in London and Scotland and £30 
elsewhere. Nearly five million dwellings 
would become subject to rent increases— 
where the net rateable value is below £30 
control will continue but severe increase 
could be imposed. For example, the rent 
could be double the gross value, and if 
the landlord merely promised to do re-
pairs he could raise the rent by another 
one-third There would be no right of 
appeal, no tribunals or magistrates' courts 
to which the tenant could go lor protec-
tion. 

Lodgers, except m those all too rare 
cases where landlords and landladies are 
not eaten up with sheer greed, would be 
laced with increased charges and reduc-
tions in the number ot available dies. 
Properties at present available lor lodger.; 
and one-room dwellers would be lost to 
them by being thrown into the market 
tor sale with vacant possession. 

Mr. Pugsley said that the present Gov-
ernment, with "its Housing Minister ol 
the Brass Face," Duncan Sandys, had no 
conception of nor concern for the housing 
needs of the people. Thev plan to "solve" 
the problem by building some houses and 
flats at rents working people cannot 
afford, and then saying, "We don't need 
any more houses- look, people don't 
want them." 

There was a simple way of solving the 

housing problem- the building ot enough 
houses and flats at rents people can afford 
and knocking down the slums. The money 
being wasted on armaments, destruction 
and repression oi other nations could be 
used lor this purpose. But that would 
only be done by a working man's govern-
ment. 

ITIE National Association of Tenant 
and Residents had observed the suc-

cess of the trade unionists and tenants 
ot the Six Counties in forcing the Ton 
Government there to amend a very simi-
lar Bill. The Association wanted to de 
feat completely the British Government's 
new Bill and win security of tenure, pro-
tection and reasonable rent for the 
tenant 

Before the Bill was due to receive 
Royal Assent, around Easter, and become 
operative, conferences would be organised 
throughout the country and the lobbying 
ol M P s would be encouraged. The fiijht 
against the Bill in Parliament wa., : till 
too mealy-mouthed and ineffective 

Mr. Pug .ley invited the Irish to . ip-
port the conference;; and lobbying. 

Michael Kelly and Chris O'Sulhvan 
were elected to represent the West Lon-
don branch of the ConnollV Association 
at a preliminary organisation meeting in 
preparation for a protest meeting in 
Hammersmith Town Hall at the end of 
January. 
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W H O S E 
S H A M E ? 

X J O T the Irish but the British people 
1 should hang their heads in shame j 

when the news comes through that the 
flower of Ireland's youth are defying 
British law in the snowy hills of Antrim. 

These young men are not terrorists. 
They are not the opponents of all law j 

and order, as they are represented. They 
are not mad fanatics, worshippers of the j 

gun, people to whom nationalism is a 
macabre religion. 

They arc Irish patriots. They knew well 
when they left their homes and their 
parents that they would probably finish 
in a six-county jail, that some of their 
friends at home would say "the poor 
mugs" even as they admired them for it. 
They did not face penal servitude, even 
the loss of their lives, for nothing, for 
an empty dream. Nobody does. Men are 
not so constituted. 

They adopted their chosen course of 
action because the British Labour move-
ment has failed in its duty. Their blood 
and their imprisonment is on the heads 
of those who voted for the infamous 

Ireland Act" of 1949, on the heads of 
thos« so-called Labour sycophants who 
attempted the permanent dismemberment 
of Ireland with the aid of Tory votes. 

The "Irish Democrat" has never been 
consulted on their tactics. It has never 
stood up and invited men to take these 
risks. But it has told Labour to do its 
job, to put its principles into practice. And 
it has said, and says again, that as long 
as British Labour fails to secure the with-
drawal of British troops from Ireland, so 
that the majority of the Irish people will 
have their rights as a majority in their 
own country, then young men will do as 
the present generation is doing. 

it cannot be avoided. It is not a ques-
tion of whether their theoretical stand-
point is thoroughly scientific, whether 
there is a proper philosophy behind every 
move. People labouring under a real and 
monstrous injustice do not think this way, 
and if Hitler had conquered England, the 
British people wouM not have seen 
philosophy as their salvation. 

H there was no British occupation of 
North East Ireland there would be no 
i .RJl . The issue is as simple as that. 

I t must be added, however, that not only 
those responsible for the Ireland Act are 
guilty of blocking up the channels of 
normal democratic expression. Those who 
now tine Ireland up with the biggest Im-
perialist robbers on earth, and mouth 
cheap claptrap about anti-partition being 
• oommunrst trick are as badly soiled in 
conscience. The hypocritical leaders of 
the anti-partition League in Britain who 
raised hopes only to betray them wickedly 
and blatantly to the amazement of the 
wortd; the "Holy Joes," the "Be respect-
ables," the "Tlbbs Eve merchants," and 
those to whom nationality means "busi-
ness as usual," have as much to answer 
for. 

Those young men should never have 
been put in a position whore they felt the 
only way to free their country from the 
stress of interminable crisis was to make 
their own law and set it up against the 
law of the oppressor. 

The British people still have time. They 
want no more Suez, and no more Cyprus. 
A free united Ireland cannot conceivably 
hurt one hair of an English worker's head. 

Let the British working class, assisted 
by the Irish exiles in Britain, join their 
voicat in one demand. Justice for Ireland. 
Down with the Ireland Act, out with the 
British troops, and give the two nations 
peace! 

BEGINNING 
OF THE 

END 

FAT DEViNE 
^ U R own James Connol ly , M a r x i a n 
^ Socialist, and as a consequence, 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y fishier tor Na ' i c n a ! 
Independence w«--s never in uuubt 
that the 1914-18 W a r and the 1916 
Easter Rebe l l ion m a r k e d the begin-
n ing of the end of Br i t ish I m p e r i a l -
ism. 

Forty years afterwards the President ol" 

the United States of America, Mr. Eisen-

hower, by his public rejection of confer-

ences with the representatives of Britain 

and France and his equally ostentatious 

welcome in Washington of Prime Minister 

Nehru of India pinpoints the correctness 

of Connolly's estimate. 

This is the most significant fact to 

note as we enter 1957. 

Mighty Britain's meteoric decline from 

being the most powerful empire in the 

world upon which the sun never set, to 

the point where she is forced to wait in 

the ante-room whilst her erstwhile colony 

India is feted is a measure of the progress 

of mankind in the last half-century. 

Ireland and Irishmen who would seem 

to have surrendered the fight, political 

and otherwise, for the complete indepen-

dence and unity of the country should 

gain sustenance and courage from the 

outstanding role played by our country in 

the past in the fight for Colonial freedom. 

T H E D E C L I N E 
In the midst of the Imperialist war of 

1914-18 Ireland charted the course ol 

colonial liberation when the Volunteers in 

those glorious few days stormed the Post 

Office—and, even though it was not 

realised fully by the international working 

class movement at the time, set a pattern 

that was followed in one way or another 

hv Colonial pe/> 'V- cvt: • vhcre 

u:e . nded, ov.envb vitl, biiti.-h 

Imperialism stronger nan > ver 

| WE STILL NEED IT 
f~iWING to the holidays we are not able 

^ to publish the staU1 ol our fund in this 

issue. 

But this is not because we arc satisfied 
with it. Indeed the reverse. 

We have not got into our new office yet. 

We have the darkest dreariest part of 

the year ahead, when our outdoor acti-

vities suffer a three montlis break. 

Our annual conference is coming off 

soon and we need money for printing, 

travelling and circularising. 

If ever we needed the support of all the 
good friends who help to keep the "Irish 
Democrat" going, it Is now. 

in fact war <y>t- oik. saw lie Rus-

sian Re*'0.r'»on but a l " •• rev; . hsation 

ot u.e i.' iiiai movement in India find 

elsewhen 

It was not until the second world war 

of 1939-45 that the full import of the crisis 

of Imperialism was clearly seen by all who 

wished to sec. 

Colonial peoples Malaya, India, Singa-

pore, Africa and China who had courts 

geously fought for democracy and 

national freedom against Fascism de-

manded the implementation in their own 

countries of the freedom for which they 

had been fighting. 

INDIA AND CHINA GO 

Less than five years after the end of 

the war China and India by different 

means and along different roads won then-

freedom from Imperialism—900 million 

people. 

Practically all of Eastern Europe broke 

away from the Capitalist, Imperialist sys-

tem and took the road to Socialism. 

DESPERATION 

In this situation British Imperialism 

dug in its heels. 

Malaya, freed from Japanese occupation 

by the guerilla fighters, was reoccupied by 

the Colonel Blimps. 

For nine years the Malayan and Singa-

pore peoples have been fighting a coura-

geous battle against an Imperialism using 

all the worst Fascist methods—concentra-

tion camps, torture of prisoners, burning 

of villages, reprisals, poisoning of crops, 

curfews and summary execution—and 

have already won slight concessions which 

are undoubtedly a forerunner of complete 

national independence in the near future. 

In Kenya the desperation with which 

Imperialism in a forlorn sort of way fights 

to retain its domination has resulted in 

the virtual murder of over a thousand 

Alricans and the imprisonment of scores 

of thousands more. 

But the writing is on the wall. Imperial-

ism in Africa too is on the way out. 

T H E L A S T S T R A W 
Whom the gods wisli to destroy they 

first make mad could very well apply to 

the outrageous action against Egypt over 

the Suez Canal. 

Because of the strength of the Egyptian 

-indeed all Arab—national independence 

movement, Britain two years ago had to 

withdraw from the Suez Canal Zone. 

In this extremity the Tory diehards 

brusquely brushed aside the feelings of 

the people of Cyprus started building bases 

in that island as an "essential step to 

compensate for the loss of Egypt and give 

Brits1" r substitute Middle Eastern base." 

Religious, liberal and progressive 

opinion everywhere was astounded. 

But ''ving Imperialism refused to re-

ur.i, and ather intensified its dictatorship 

and o;,i- -ssion in Cyprus. 

UNt J O Y O K E D AGGRESS ION 
fho decision to nationalise the Suez 

Canal Company taken by the sovereign 

Government of Egypt was the signal for 

one of the worst examples of Imperialist 

aggression in the long and bloody record 

of Imperialism. 

We have the word of United States 

Secretary of State Dulles that Britain, 

France and Israeli jointly decided upon 

an Israeli invasion of Egypt in order to 

give Britain a pretext for military inter-

vention against Egypt. 

Full-scale military action was taken. 

Over six hundred Egyptians were 

massacred by aerial, ground and sea 

attack—all under the guise of a police 

action to separate the combatants! 

The United Nations was blatantly ig-

nored in the initial stages. 

I t was only when Britain and France 

were warned of dire results from their 

actions and of United States and'almost 

unanimous United Nations hostility to 

their action that the Imperialists reluc-

tantly withdrew their forces. 

THE PROSPECT 
For British Imperialism the prospect 

for 1957 is black indeed. 

For the Colonial peoples the prospect 

is bright and full of promise, though pro-

gress may not be easy. 

In these circumstances the time is 

rotten ripe for Ireland to raise the de-

mand for the complete unity of the 

country. 

A virile political demand for the altoli-

tion of the border, if conducted simulta-

neously in Ireland North and South, in 

Britain, and by Eire's representatives at 

the United Nations could win the day. 

After all, Ireland struck the first real 

blow at Imperialist domination in 1916 

during the first world war. 

In the new and changed clrcumstanoes 

of to-day a united campaign on a political 
scale involving moss meetings, demon-

strations and deputations in ail the places 

previously mentioned could win unity and 

independence. 

Nlneteen-Fifty-Seven could very well 

bring a Labour government in Britain 

tliat would be more amenable to Ireland's 

rights and more anxious to build frater-

nal relations between Britain end the 

colonial peoples everywhere. 
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TAK1 
'ONE OF THEM' 

B R I T I S H Ra i lways officials at D u n Laoi re Pier flatly refused to speak to 
press reporters w h o asked w h y the mail -boat due to leave at 8,40 p.m. 

on December 21st did not tu rn up. 

THE T OUT OF 
TRAVEL 

Un t i l nearly m i dn i g h t thousands 

w h o had come for the boat advert ised 

on r a i lway t imetab les queued in 

bitter cold, the \v i n d wh i s t l i ng 

t h rough the gaps in the woodwork , 

l aden w i th mist and cold salt spray. 

"Where was the boat?" people asked. 

No answer. "Is it being used for the 
Hungarians?" asked one. 

There was no loudspeaker announce-
ment. British Railways have the mono-
poly of the route and simply DO NOT 
CARE. 

Until some Irish concern starts its own 
service and does to this incompetent 
octopus what the Volkswagen is doing to 
British cars there will be no improvement. 

Unless, of course, the Irish in Britain 
ORGANISE a little better than they have 
been doing. 

* * * 

/ the boat the usual scenes No bunks, 
' ' no blankets, men and women and 
children sprawled in misery and confu-
sicn. Typical British Railways Christ-
mas scene. 

Queues tor weak tea. Queues for greasy 
chips . . . endless queues. Onlv two people 
wire on duty to serve tea. At 4 a.m. in 
windy, cold Holyhead, many of the pas-
sengers piled into their trains without 
having had a bite since they left Dublin 
--to stand in the Dun Laone queue at 7 
p.m. 

* * * 

" l l T A S there food on the train? Not on 
»» your hie. Not a sandwich. Was 

there a cup of tea? Not a bit of it. 

A trolley on the platforms of the in--

Even then the train 
time. 

could not run to 

There was NO FOG Don't let them 
foist that on you. The sky was as clear 
as glass. But the train chugged slowly 
along stopping again and again till it 
finally pulled into Eustun at 1.10 p.m. in 
the afternoon, seven hours late. 

* * * 

Two Flemish girls said: "We'll never go 
to Ireland again." It was getting across 
Britain with its antediluvian transport 
system that frightened them. 

Railways are nationalised in most Con-
tinental countries, but they are there run 
by public enterprise as a matter of course. 
There is no running them badly and 
blaming it on nationalisation. Of course 
nobody could prove that the Conserva-
tives want to do that in Britain. But it 
they did, they could not show less con-
cern for the passengers. 

The passengers to the Continent missed 
their connections. Reporters saw them 
queued up at Victoria at 3.30 p.m. Hotels? 
The night in overcrowded Christmas 
London? 

Their comments on 
were worth hearing. 

British Railways 

And when one of them asked the en-
quiry clerk a civil question on the tele-
phone he simply banged down the re-
ceiver. That was the end of the inter-
view. That person was delayed 24 hours 
and afterwards found he could have tra-
velled it his query had been answered. 

* * * 

BEFORE the rush reached its This wa.k 

maximum. 

If ever an organisation wanted a 

thorough shaking up it is this pitiable 
systemised muddle of "British Railways." 

The Tories keep hinting that it should 
be broken up into separate companies. 
They have started painting the trains dif-
ferent colours to get the idea around. 

But what is really wanted is genuine 
nationalisation. Get rid of the old mili-
tary gentlemen who bewhisker the board-
rooms. and get practical engineers and in-
telligent working men whose experience 
goes a little beyond "How to make a 
botch of Gallipoli" (or Suez!>. Let a little 
light m on the strange dark workings of 
this monopoly camouflaged as a national-
ised industry. 

And above all modernise. 
* * * 

IET no Englishman get angry with our 

j pointing it out. Anyway the English 
passengers were just as vociferous as the 
Irish in their condemnations. 

But somebody should cut the cackle of 
telling the Englishman that his technical 
achievements are the finest in the world. 

That 's a hundred years out of date. 

He is falling far, far behind in the race 
ol technical progress. He is being out-
priced and outclassed in all fields. And 
does lie know why? If not we'll tell him. 

Ii is because £1.500.000.000 a year of his 
good money is being spent in armaments, 
after which he still hasn't a popgun, and 
can't even shoot a pyramid in the desert. 

His science is subjected to military 
secrecy. His best men. like Professor Hal-
dane, are clearing out rather than be a 
party to Tory militarism. His technicians 
are lining up for the Australian boat. 

And his remedy? Get rid of the Tory 
ne'er-do-wells, who pretend to be the 
"ruling class" and couldn't rule a tame 
snail in a tin box. 

It is part of T O R Y POLICY to spend 
Britain's wealth suppressing and rob-
bing weaker nations. It should be the 
working man's task to use it on efficient 
industries and properly run railways. 

TALKING ABOUT 
THE RAIDS 

ONE or two readers have asked 
our opinion of the point ot view 

sometimes heard that the I.R.A. 
raids are going to make it difficult 
for the Irish in Britain. 

Fully aware of our responsibility, 
knowing as we do that the majority 
of the Irish in the big cities will 
take their lead from the "Irish 
Democrat" and nowhere else, we 
reply as follows: 

Let nobody imagine that taking 
up an apologetic attitude will cut 
any ice whatever. Those who want 
to cause splits between British and 
Irish workers do not need I.R.A. 
raids as an encouragement or pre-
text for their dirty work. They do 
it on housing (we take their houses, 
don't build them of course) and 
jobs (pinch their jobs, not in re-
sponse to adverts in the Irish 
papers, of course) and they are 
never short of some excuse to con-
demn us. 

But the majority of the British 
workers are fairminded, if ill-in-
formed, and it is our duty to inform 
them. If you feel you don't know 
enough, get the Connolly Associa-
tion pamphlet, the "Irish Case 
Against Partition." We -have an 
answer and we have a good one. 

The common enemy is British 
Tory Imperialism, and nobody else. 
You need not accept responsibility 
for other people's tactics. But if 
the aim is to end Imperialism in 
Ireland, the challenge is here—to 
get busy and end Imperialism by 
the use of tactics that are available 
in Britain. I t is not your concern 
to give calls for action in Ireland or 
to condemn anybody genuinely 
anxious to end Imperialism. We 
here are concerned with the actions 
of the Irish people in Britain. 

Our call is to undertake a united 
campaign to convince the Labour 
movement of the need to repeal the 
Ireland Act, cease all support for 
the Brookeborough Government, 
and call a conference of those con-
cerned with a view to the reunifica-
tion of Ireland. 

British and Irish workers, take no 
notice of attempts to divide you; 
stick together, fight the Tory boss, 
and you can't go wrong. 

numerable stations it stopped at? 
one. 

Not 

Women with infants in arms struggled 
to quiet their babies. Luggage blocked 
the corridors. In the many carriages 
there was either no heating at all. or one 
pipe barely lukewarm. Draughts whistled 
through the cracks in the ill-fitting win-
dows and doors. 

There was no water in the lavatories; 
sanitation was non-existent. 

AWKWARD 
QUESTIONS 

AT LABOUR 
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MEETING 
i T a Labour Party meeting ,in Padding-

- ' ton after hearing the demands for the 

withdrawal of Russian troops from Hun-

gary. Connolly Association General Secre-

tary Mr. Eamonn Lyons got up and asked 

if Mr. Ben Parkin. M P., also supported 

the withdrawal of British troops from 

Nor"hern Ireland. 

"I lost, my job in the Labour Party for 

voting against the Ireland Act," said Mr. 

Parkin. 

Mr. Lyons replied that while he appre-

ciated Mr Parkin's sacrifice he hoped he 

would not rest on his laurels. 

PLEASE NOTE 
A ^ E M B E R S of the Executive Coun-

cil of the Connolly Association 
are requested to note that the next 
meeting will be held at 2 p.m. at 
the Offices of the Association of 
Scientific Workers, 262 Corporation 
Street, Birmingham, on Sunday, 
January 27th. 

Business will include confirma-
tion of time and place of the 
Annual Conference which was to 
have been held in December. 

Representatives from Coventry, 
Sheffield and Stevenage are invited 
to attend although not formally 
members of the Council. Commit-
tee members of Birmingham Branch 
will be entitled to "sit in" on the 
meeting. 

" D L A N N I N G Fu l l E m p l o y m e n t " was 
the t i t le of a consultat ive confer-

ence in the Mans ion House of D u b l i n 
on December 3rd, 1956. 

Called by the provisional United Trade 

Union organisation, it drew attention to 

issues all political parties have failed to 

face squarely—the desperate seriousness 

of the economic situation facing both 

parts of partitioned Ireland. 

Difficulties have been spotlighted 

(though not seriously accentuated, let us 

admit i by the arrival ol 250 refugees who 

are located in Co. Clare. 

Since a very substantial proportion of 
these are Protestants, it is understood 
that the funds for maintaining them are 
being supplied by the Six Counties. But 
the prospect of their obtaining work in 
Ireland remains small. 

Unemployment in the Twenty-Six Coun-

ties now approaches 80,000 and emigration 

is mounting above the 50,000-a-.vear level. 

MR. DILLON 
Before he became Minister for Agricul-

ture, Mr. James Dillon had a reputation 

for being a man of ability, if nothing much 

else. 

The Fine Gael Party was delighted to 

welcome back the man whose pro-British 

utterances during the war had made him 

too hot even for Cosgrave's party to hold. 

But his ineptitude as Minister for 

Agriculture has been so astonishing that 

it is widely held that his weight, if they 

continue to carry it, is the millstone which 

will drown the inter-party Government as 

surely as he was going to "drown Britain 

in eggs." 

There are many huge rocks in Conne-

mara and Mayo, which still await his 

prowess—he was going to roll them into 

the Atlantic if people voted for him. 

About a year ago he promised that the 

price of cattle would never fall further 

than it had. It has never stopped falling 

since then. Last summer he promised 

"fertilisers at world prices" but there re-

main higher than in any other country in 

Western Europe thanks to the strangle-

hold of big British monopoly. And now 

comes the turkey muddle. When, last 

year, turkeys were 6 - a pound. Dillon's 

department encouraged everybody to 

plunge And so shortly before Christmas 

turkeys reached the record low price of 

6d. a pound. 

EXPLAIN - EXPLAIN - EXPLAIN 
THE 

"IRISH CASE AGAINST 
PARTITION /# 

All the Facts in the Connolly Association 

Pamphlet 

Price 1- 1/2 by Post 

This seems to be the way with all Mr. 
Dillon's shillings, on examination they 
prove to be pence on which the silver light 
of his imagination has been playing. 

I t was, of course, Mr. Dillon who started 

off the "Red bogey" by attacking the Con-

nolly Association in An Dail. Though Mr. 

De Valera refused to accept his allega-

tions, they were taken up and repeated by 

every sheet of the ragtime Press. The 

Connolly Association has not only survived 

but expanded. Mr. Dillon may have ex-

panded in girth, but his political repu-

tation was never slenderer and voices are 

being heard "ditch him quick, or he'll ruin 

the lot of us." 

R O N N I E D E L A N Y 
Ronnie Delany had a rapturous recep-

tion when he came back for a flying visit 

from his Olympic Games victory in Mel-

bourne. It was widely regretted that he 

could not remain longer, but he was due 

back on the campus of his American 

university. 

His victory is widely acclaimed the 

greatest in Irish athletic history. The 

metric mile is, of course, the principal 

event of the Olympic Games and taking 

into account the wonderlul improvement 

of athletes on a world scale us a most 

remarkable leat. 

I can reveal that owing to sectarian 

divisions, Delany was very nearly left out 

of the Irish team, but better sense pre-

vailed at the last minute. 

This should be a warning. Something 

should be done, and done quickly, to end 

the ridiculous position where players resi-

dent in Northern Ireland are not allowed 

to lorm part of an all-Ireland team, even 

if they wish it. If is high time that all 

political and sectarian divisions were eli-

minated from the athletic world, and then 

perhaps we ran tackle the ultimately de-

cisive problem ol providing athletics witn 

adequate finance. 
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A WORD TO BELFAST MEN 
IN BRITAIN 

\ I A N Y of you voted Tory when you lived 
in Belfast. But recent events must 

have made it clear to you first that Tory-
ism simply does not work, and second that 
the British working class are not going to 
tolerate it much longer. 

This is because Toryism is based on Im-

perialism. Even the most prejudiced can 

set that the British Empire has seen its 

days. And the only serious question is 

"What is going to take its place?" 

Because if something does not take its 

place, then we ordinary people are going 

te have to carry it on our backs—with 

higher rent, higher prices, bitter resist-

ance to our reasonable wage demands, and 

the ever-present prospect of war. 

It is because Torysim HAS s< en its days 

that we appeal to you to think about your 

position. 
* * * 

MOST of you who voted Unionist at 
home knew all the time that the 

Tory party was the party of your enemies. 
But you feared the nationalists even 

mine. You saw quite clearly that Mr, 
O'Neill's party was composed of "Green 
Tories'' no less Tory than the Brooke-
bo; ough Tories; you feared them even 
moi c than Brookeborough's men. You 
thought Brookeborough's connection with 
British Toryism would enable the ship-
yards to get orders from Britain. You 
trusted your grand militant trade union 
movement to get you good wages once 
the work was there. 

On the other hand, you felt the "Green 
Tories" would have no more sympathy 
with -.oil as working men. while because 

tney were oppo.-ed to B r i t a i n , tiic-v would 

not be able to guarantee you a job. Ai. 
you feared their mealy-mouthed relig:ou> 
sectarianism. They never hud the clean-
ness of purpose to stand and represent the 
people, but made their "Holier-than-thou' 
Catholicism an excuse to stab even their 
fellow-Catholic Mitchell m the back m the 
Mid-Ulster by-election. 

You were quite right to hold these men 
m contempt. But you were wrong to back 
the Tories against them! 

V O U are Irishmen. You know you are. 
1 I f a man came into a pub on Sandy 

Row and said you were English, you 
would knock him down. But at the same 
time as working in industries which at 
present live by means of British orders, 
you are workers, and you do not want to 
be cut off from the British workers whom 
(even while you vote Tory on them!) you 
regard as your partners in the enterprise 
of working class advance. 

Under the present system you are con-
demned to a political no man's land. You 
are pulling down on the political field 
what you are building up on the industrial 
field. 

But need you? Need you feel any con-
flict of loyalties? Is the present position 
necessary? Must you either prop up a 
mouldering system or fade away into 
nonentity? 

E say you need not. You can fight 
with all the proud tradition of Bel-

fast men against the iniquity of Tory ruie 
without fear, provided you do it well 
enough. 

You know the Tories in Belfast, the 

by 
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THAT TERRIBLE TONGUE! 
T > E A F to all appeals and entreaties, 

Liverpool Corporation is to flood the 
Tryweryn Valley in the heart of the Welsh 
Gaeltacht and introduce another little spot 
of desert in hundreds of square miles of 
the second foreign country the English 
conquered. 

The first was England. 
The protest movement revealed interest-

ing facts. 

I1 V E R P O O L engineers argue this 

-J "We want water. The Welsh farm-
cattle are drinking it. Therefore chase 
them and their cattle off the land, and 
we'll have the water." 

That is the fact behind all the fine talk. 
The vile robbery that desolated the 

Scottish Highlands is going on under the 
Welfare state (so-called) and all perfectly 
legally. 

Of course, because British law IS legal-
ised robbery. 

J vF course Liverpool needs water. But 
" ' why must it flood Welsh farms to get 
it? 

It is said the demands of industry are 
increasing. Then why not establish in-
dustry in Wales? 

This was proposed recently and the 
Government said the Welsh should be very 
glad to have Birmingham and Liverpool 
to go to when their own country was 
ruined by the domination of England! The 
same argument is used against us. 

Tho Welsh asked for a road linking the 
North and the South of their country. 
They were told they could have one be-
tween Wales and the Midlands, so as to 
speed up depopulation and anglicization. « * * 

TOOTHING has existed in history quite 
like the English ruling class hatred of 

Celtic culture Having none themselves, 
but the bogus "Classical" cult of Greek 
and Roman dictatorship they hated Celtic 
culture because it was basically denn>-
cratic. Clan society held property in 
common, and the English workers must 
not know this. 

But Liverpool had to have water . . 
Yes. But are they terribly far from the 

sea? 
That city was nearly burnt down in 1940 

because nobody had thought of getting a 
lew hosepipes and pumps and running | 
them into the sea 

British engineers are now so backward 
that they've never heard ol using sea 
water for Industrial purposes, or is it that 
if they use the public drinking water they 
got it on the rates, nicely subsidised? 

But is that any reason why the Welsh : 
should lose their land? 

# * * 

kLD Welsh farmers who speak only j 
Welsh the author of this article went 

to Tryweryn in 1936 and had practically to I 
u i sign language combined with a Welsh J 
phrase book paraded Liverpool's dark j 
streets and begged the Corporation to | 
have mercy, with tears in their eyes. 

By what right ran old men be torn up at. i 
the end of their (lays and scattered be-j 
cause somebody wants their land? 

The right of capitalism to which profit 
I: all and humanity is nothing. 

In the early (lavs of technique perhaps 
there was an excuse. Not much of one — 
but there was no known alternative Now 

there is none. The barbarity stands out 
clear. 

* * * 

/ \NLY people to support the scheme in 
" ' Merioneth are the Bala shopkeepers. 
Three years good biz—then the builders 
go. and the farmers will have gone. But 
perhaps they'll sell oranges and pop-
bottles to tourists who come to look at the 
lake . . . if the Liverpool Corporation does 
i .'. '.' .-. t the hundred.-. <\ soua. ... 
i -. >x . m o : are. r.,;ht of. 
Tr.t shopkeeper class is tnc grent c,ul-

tun:-vacuum of modern times. It was tney 
who introduced English into Ireland—for 
the sake of business It is they who were 

/ / 

shipyard bosses, the linen proprietors, the 
big shopkeepers do not care a damn for 
you. You are fed up with their niggardli-
ness and narrowness. 

Now here's something to think of. The 
working class of the south are just as fed 
up with their own Green Tories. That is 
the meaning of the low polls at recent 
elections. 

The "green tories" no more want the end 
of partition than Basil Brooke. But they 
love to talk about it. That is what keeps 
them in champagne and motor cars. But 
to make sure it never gets beyond talk, 
they pass sectarian laws that you would 
not tolerate, and retire happy that all is 
well. They go on talking anti-imperialism 
while they join the United Nations and 
there help Imperialism. 

But never imagine the Dublin worker 
can't see through them. He can. But he 
is like you- -he doesn't see just how to 
change the position. 

* * * 
ELL our suggestion is that if the 
Dublin and Belfast workers got to-

gether on a programme based on the 
defence of their own interests, and brought 
in the workers of Derry and Cork, they 
could sweep the country and make an 
Ireland that was Ireland, the country of 
Jamie Hope Uhe Sandy Row weaver) and 
Robert Emmet (the flower of Dublin's 
youth i. And along with them place those 
who kicked with the other foot, James 
Connolly and J im Larkin, to whom 
religious sectarianism was anathema, and 
who regarded the brotherhood of man as 
the prime motive force of all human pro-
gress. You would not be ashamed to asso-
ciate with these men. No Belfast worker 
would. 

In a united Independent Ireland the 
Protestants would be numerous enough to 
Mt !•„•(? tva , c.'d.rr. I'.^C-

(Hi then civic* on the 
i ints and Oa'nohcs are 

AY 

/ / 

Unionism, Basil Brookism, (Yes) and 
Costelloism, BREAKS that friendship. 
The interests of the workers demand it be 
cemented. 

In the coming struggles, remember, the 
Tories will try to pit Ir ishman against 
Englishman as they have tried to pit 
Irishman against Irishman. And they will 
not make TOO clear a distinction however 
much they may pretend just now. A united 
Ireland can be economically sound and 
prosperous. A Britain rid of Toryism and 
proceeding along a prosperous path can 
be equally rich and glorious. 

Will you not join with those of us who 
want to rid tire whole working class of 
the dead weight it has to carry now? 

If you are worthy of Henry Joy 
McCraken, and the other United Irishmen 
who said these very things in your Linen-
hall Library in 1798—you will. Fight the 
Tories here and now in Britain. Join the 
Connolly Association, the only completely 
non-sectarian I r i s h organisation in 
Britain. To every man his religious 
opinion. For all. the struggle against the 
boss! 

VI D r D they 'our 
FATT, that Prole: 
BOTH W O R K E D 

And there n< 
sttch a Unit'<' "i • 

responsible for the Welsh national move-i connection 

cultihc has nothing 
struggle should think 

A 

ment being the lotbie simulacrum that it 
is. 

Those Vvlio thin 
to do with the clas 
of this. 

* * * 

ND to those who say we are preaching 
separatism, trying to cut the Welsh 

oft from the English and all that, we reply 
. . we believe that the people's of all 

nations should co-operate and pool their 
resources for the common good. They 
should speak co-operation and good will to 
each other, but . . but . . . . is English 
the ONLY language that has these words 
in it? Can we not all do it in the lan-
guage of our fathers? 

Not if the Liverpool Corporation has 

its wav. 

should 
itaterna! 

th 
Tii" 
r ' 

r K. . ;:>!• oi'K.T '- • 
inJ ,,houid sevei their 
Bi itish workers. Why 

connection might be 
i i n organic, there 

might be something uetween the two. The 
workers of all Ireland need each other, to 
banish Toryism (green and orange) from 
the whole length of Ireland. But the 
workers of Britain need the workers of Ire-
land. and the workers of Ireland need the 
workers of Britain—they need their solid-
arity against the power of capitalism and 
Imperialism; they need their economic 
collaboration. 

And there is no need why the peoples of 
the two countries should ever be foreigners 
to each other; no need why there should 
ever be passports, restricted entry, or the 
registration of each other as aliens. 

Friendship between the peoples of 
Britain and Ireland is essential. Toryism, 

EXPOSURE 
HTHE action of the discredited Eden 

1 Government in sending fresh troops 
to Northern Ireland is a further exposure 
of Imperialist hypocrisy. 

In 1916 Lloyd George said "We must 
make it clear that after the provisional 
period Ulster does not, whether she wills 
it or not, merge with the rest of Ireland." 

After that British Imperialism had to 
climb down and retain only the six coun-
ties where she had a majority (in two of 
these she was hopelessly outnumbered) 
so then k-;ror. the pretence that all was 
flc.-r»f.. and pr-pnr 

Whcr . thur ; -^onard was shot by a "B" 
social L iming me Irom a dance, the 
British Governmei i refused- to intervene 
on the grounds litct the maintenance of 
law and order was (he business of the 
Northern Ireland Government. 

But now, when the boot is on the other 
leg, ..-oops are being poured into a terri-
tory that British M.P.s are not even 
allowed answers about. British parents 
might be expected to have some say on 
the disposal of their children . . . not 
when Imperialism has villainy to be done! 

The "Ireland Act" 1949 takes th« power 
to control Northern Ireland out of the 
hands of the British Parliament—but it 
does not debar Eden from sending troops 
there. 

According to the Ireland Act 1920 the 
Northern Ireland Parliament is not even 
allowed to discuss ending the border with-
out the consent of the British Parliament. 
The 1949 Act debars the British Parlia-

(Continued on Paffe Seven) 

O 1 

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE "BRITISH EMPIRE" 
F O R M E R L Y the British Empire 

was a single-state system ruled 
from London. It consisted of terri-
tories stolen from the natives for 
the enrichment of London investors. 

Now it is divided into three: — 

Britain: 53,000,000 people in 93,000 
square miles. This is the so-
colled "United Kingdom" where 
Irish people are held against 
their will. 

The Colonies: 82.000.000 people with-
out rights. 

The Dominions: A group of formerly 
subject nations who have secured 
political independence, but are 
loosely tied to Britain, and out ot 
which on the whole Britain 
makes money. They could how-
ever cut the painter it they were 
prepared to lace the economic 
consequences, and no doubt 
many o! them will do so in due 
course. Their population is 
504.000.000. 

* * * 
kUT of the prisoner-nations, the 

colonies, British Imperialism 
makes £200.000,000 a year, £2 10s. 
lor every poverty-stricken farmer, 
slum-dweller and his children in the 
poorest territories on earth where 
a shilling is untold wealth. Wages 
m the colonies uverage 2 - to 6 - a 
day. European workers get on the 
average 20 times as much! 

In Nigeria, for example, the aver-
age income is £20 a year (and this 

does for the family, remember) and 
only one-fifth of the children have 
any education whatsoever. There is 
one doctor for 6fi,000 people, no old 
age pensions, no unemployment or 
health insurance benefits! 

But though £200,000.000 a year 
comes into the bankers' pockets, the 
cost of holding the Empire together 
is much more. Military expenditure 
in the first half of 1956 was £92 mil-
lions without Suez. On top of an-
other £92,000,000 for the second lialf 
there is £35,000.000 thown away in 
the Suez fiasco. This is to say 
nothing of a loss to industry esti-
mated at £150,000,000. 

You might well ask, why spend 
over £35 millions plus administra-
tive costs to get back £200 millions? 
Whv indeed? 

* * * 

WELL, it's simple. THEY get tho 
£200,000,000. YOU pay the 

£350,000,000. 
You pay it in purchase-tax, beer 

tax, stout tax, income tax, motor-
car tax, stamp tax, everything else 
tax. 

You'll pay it now in increased 
rent, increased food prices, dearer 
everything. 

You stand on the kerbstones be-
cause there are no buses. You cram 
like cattle on the way to Holyhead 
because there are no carriages, and 
all tho railwaymon are in the army. 
You queue behind 30 people in post 
offices to buy a 2(d. stamp. 

Despite all its wealth, Britain is 

the most dreary and depressing 
country in the world to live in, and 
every ir ishman's heart sinks wherr 
he sees the dull, dispirited faces of 
the girls serving tea at Holyhead— 
so different from the cheery good-
natured countenances of Irish girls. 

This is because, little as the Irish 
nation may possess, it knows where 
it stands as a have-not. The British 
people are taught they are "haves" 
—but they have not! 

The British people are having 
practised on them the most gigantic 
swindle in history. 

If the Tories were just to tax 
£200.000,000 off them, they would 
not stand for it. But when they are 
told it is to defend their "way of 
lite." their "standard of life," their 
"civilising mission," their "defence 
of the western world" and whatever 
claptrap is dolled up in fine words 
for the occasion, they willingly 
fork out £350.000,000. 

Willingly, did we say? Well, not 
so willingly. 

The whole machine turns on a lie. 
And until the Labour movement 

roaiises the truth, that British 
policy is founded on robbery by vio-
lence abroad, and an utter swindle 
on the working class at home, then 
Britain will falter from crisis to 
crisis, fall further and further be-
hind In the race for progress—and 
the big fellow with the money will 
still be rich and the working man 
will still enjoy faith htfpo and 
charity but nothing much else. 
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LECTURE ON 
PLUNKETT 

IN LONDON 
d 1 R E A " r'.erest was aroused in north 

7 Lorii ' jr , particularly among the Irish, 
t the fan. Horace Plunkett and the Co-

erativ^ Movement in Ireland." It was 
' ranged ^ North London Branch of the 
r i/inofiy Association, and the guest 

ijakcr Miss Margaret Digby, Secre-
i -y of ti'-j Horace Plunkett Foundation. 

-hr i > talk by describing Horace 
on};.-"'.. •..•••Irish background, his 
liiiliooM : ; i.-iitIi. liis education at Eton 

i d oxf- • ' • - 11 i<1 Dtmsany Co-operative 
, .'•jit h > .: • r>il on his lather's estate. 
' ' ibci-cui-v I'-u'cecl him to leave Ireland 

• r the (t; \ .innate of the United States. 
."iltv<- h- :i!:;.'tl experience of ranching 

:< if] wa.- >o discover the advantages 
''nericy.'.. .timers had over their I i ish 
.> E ih !;o j j: ' . competitors and also, of 
< <irse !"• .i- able to discover spheres in 

)it'll the V.r.-Ticans could not compete. 

'{e b- i- ' 1 convinced that farming 
j -jded tl>' -operation and assistance of 

• m prevaiie.'-J Government. He had an 
i : fportun.i/' * • itudy and admire the work 
• the A'f.-»::ean department of Agricul-

re. It - a- -hen that he began to work 
00 plan- [": his life's work which can be 
;, mimed up m the slogan he later used 

Getter bv.-H.ess, better tann ing and 
letter living." 

uliss Digo; stressed the fact that 
f rmket t wa- right to begin co-operation 
a nong th' j tanner,s, on the dairying in-
dustry. Til"? subsequent history of Irish 
1 .inning i>r .ves this. She said that the 
v -akne.-is tiiat co-operation had never 
I'-'^n e>u "iJec; to the other aspects of 

inning. o U l e raising and tillage. She 
< impla i iv i about the apathy among 
<V>vernm"t.' T.D.s towards the Co-opera-
f . f / e id^a bet praised the Macra Na 
P-u-me (Vouug Farmers' Clubs). 

£n arsv": to a question, Miss Digby 
t limed tlia1" The Co-operative Creameries 

•re run or; a genuinely democratic basis. 
Asked about the work of the Horace 
Plunkett Foundation Miss Digby said that 
their aim to spread the ideas of Co-
oiieration developed by Plunkett among 
• ;e people.^ of the world. This fine work 
had taken Miss Plunkett to such near and 
I IT countries a,s India, Italy, Finland, Den-
i irk, Swed-en and frequently to Ireland. 

Miss Digby kindly invited anyone 
interested to visit the Offices of the 
foundat ion m Doughty Street, W.C.I., 
vhere the; could see the magnificent 
library and gain details about member-
ship. 

Historic Document 

Irish Textile Workers' Union 
Texti le Section: Ir ish Women W o r k e r s ' Union) . 

Headquarters L iberty Ha l l , Dubl in . 

T O T H E 

LINEN SLAVES OF BELFAST. 
" i l T 

Fi:i. l o w - W o k k i : rs , 

j O l ' R cond i t ion . and the condi t ion of the sweated 

women of all ciasses of labour in Belfast, has recently 

become the sub ject of diMiission on all the polit ical 

p la t forms of Eng l and , and of long articles in all the 

most wide ly read newspapers and magazines of both countries. 

A lmos t unan imous ly they agree in condemning the condi t ions 

under which you work, you r miserable wages, the abominab le 

system of f ining which prevai ls, and the s laughter ing speed at 

which you are dr iven . I t is pointed out tha t the condi t ions of 

vour toil are unnecessarily ha rd , that your low wages do no t enable 

YOU to procure sufficiently nour ish ing food for yourselves or your 

chi ldren, and tha t as a result of your ha rd work , comb ined w i t h 

low wages, you arc the easy v ic t ims of disease, and tha t your chil-

dren never get a decent chance in life, bu t are hand icapped in the 

race of life before they are b o m . 

PANIC IN NORTH 
from page 1 

The Manchester Guardian" suggested 
(uat Lord Brookeborough should stop dis-
criminating against Catholics. The "News 
Chronicle' said: "Partition will have to 
Si." 

With the taste of Egypt still burning 
tn.eir tongues, experience of Ireland did 
not prevent the British Government pro-
nosing nov tQ partition Cyprus. 

When the mongrel Press had worked up 
J S liuliaWoo Str Anthony Eden, stretching 
l'j3 chest in an effort to recover the 
PaJmierston tradition, told Mr. Costello 
i.;iat he- must do something about the 
l R.A. 

Mr. Costello did it, some think with re-
i acta nee. He had some young men 
aires ted near the border but, finding 
rothing, had to let them go again. The 
Sinn Fein held a meeting in Abbey Street 
Au ait Hyde Park, its speakers faced a 
battery of cameras. The speaker said if 
aiiy shots were taken there would be an-
other one. There were no shots taken. 

Six-County Premier Lord Brooke-
borough. then lost his head altogether, 
a id re-introduced the Special Powers Act 
under which, he arrested 30 young men 
wuose name.-, are still unpublished. The 
i nforcement of garrisons was followed 
by a tantastic programme of road dyna-
miting and bridge demolition, unpara-
• "led in Iri^h history. 

impelled to show willing, Mr. Costello 
t.ien ordered a few arrests. To give him 
< "dit he accompanied them with a warn-
ing to Britain that the Six Counties were 
(rish territory all the time, and that if 
the invader could not manage them, the 
> ghtful owner was quite prepared to have 
!> try. British Imperialism had stolen a 
i"t ing dog. and wanted Its owner to call 
> olf. 

issuing a condemnation of physical 
l iixo, Mr . costello stated that he founded 
r is attitude on the Irish Hierarchy's con-
demnation of the I.R.A. in last year's 
Lenten pastorals. 

Speaking to the West London branch of 
the Connolly Association, Mr. Patrick 
Clancy Mud the need of the hour was the 
moat vigorous possible united campaign 
I >r a settlement to end partition. 

Ail this is to-day admitted by every 
right-thinking man and woman in these 
Islands. Many Belfast Mills are slaughter-
houses for the women and penitentiaries 
for the children. But while all the world 
is deploring your conditions, they also 
unite in deploring your slavish and servile 
nature in submitting to them; they unite 
in wondering of what material these Bel-
fast women ale made, who refuse to unite 
together and fight to better their con-
ditions. 

Irish men have proven themselves to be 
heroes in fighting to abolish the tyranny 
of landlordism. Irish women fought 
heroically in the same cause. Are the Irish 
working women of Belfast not of the 
same race0 Can they not unite to fight 
the slavery of capitalism as courageously 
as their sisters on the farms of Ireland 
united to fight the slavery of Irish land-
lordism? Public opinion in these islands 
is anxious to help you, but public opinion 
cannot help you unless you are ready to 
help yourselves. 

Especially do we appeal 

TO T H E SPINNERS 
piecers, layers, and doffers. The slavery 
of the Spinning room is the worst and 
least excusable of all. Spinning is a skilled 
trade, requiring a long apprenticeship, 
alert brains, and nimble Angers. Yet for 
all this skill, for all those weary years of 
learning, for ail this toil in a super-heated 
atmosphere, with clothes drenched with 
water, and hands torn and lacerated as a 
consequence of the speeding up of the 
machinery, a qualified spinner in Belfast 
receives a wage less than some of our pious 
millowners would spend weekly upon a 
dog. And yet the Spinning-room is the 
key to the whole industry. A general 
stoppage In the Spinning-rooms of Belfast 
would stop all the linen industry, factories 
and warerooms alike. Heelers and spinners 
united control the situation. Disorgenised 
as they are to-day, they are the helpless 
slaves of soulless employers. United as 
they might be, as they ought to be, as we 
are determined they shall be, they could 
lift themselves into the enjoyment of 
prosperity and well-paid healthful labour. 
As a first step to that end, we wish to 
propoee a programme of industrial reform 
to be realised in the near future, and we 
invite all our toiling sisters to enrol in our . 
Society— the 

IR ISH T E X T I L E WORKERS' U N I O N — 
whose Belfast headquarters is at 50 York 
Street, in order that we may unitedly, and 
at a given moment, fight for its success. 

We demand that the entire Linen 
Industry be put under the Sweated Indus-
tries Act. which gives power to a Trades 
Board, on which employees and employers 
are represented, to iix the min imum wages 
for the whole. 

Under that Act the wages of women in 
the Clothing Operatives Trade has been 
already fixed at a min imum wage of 3]d. 
per hour. Unti l the extension to the Linen 
Industry of that Act, demand and 
pledge ourselves as a Union to fight for 

A M I N I M U M WAGE OF 
3d. PER HOUR 

for all qualified spinners, proportionate 
Increases for all lower grades in the 
Spinning-room, and increases in the piece 
rates for the Reeling-room and all depart-
ments in piece work; abolition of lines for 
lost time; all stoppages to be at the same 
rates as the daily pay per hour. 

We aLso demand from Government the 
appointment of a competent Woman 

Inspector for the Belfast District ex-
clusively, in order that the inspection of 
our miils, factories, and warerooms may 
be a constant reality, instead of the 
occasional farce it is to-day. 

United action can secure every point on 
this modest programme within less than 
a year. I t depends upon you, the working 
women of Belfast. I f you have courage 
enough, faith enough in yourselves and in 
each other, you can win. Most of this 
programme can be won by direct industrial 
action, 

BY A GENERAL S T R I K E 
for it if need be; the rest will be conceded 
by Government as soon as you show 
yourselves in earnest in your demands for 
it. 

To make easy the work of organising, we 
are prepared to establish an office or 
Women's Club-Room in each district, if 
the request for the same is made by a 
sufficient number of members. Take 
advantage of this offer, give in your name 
to us at this office, or to any of your col-
lectors, and we will welcome you as sisters, 
and enrol you as comrades in the coming 
battle for juster conditions. 

Should this manifesto come into the 
hand of any not themselves sufferers, but 
willing to help in the coming battle, if 
they communicate with us we shall be pre-
pared to enrol them as auxiliaries, and 
welcome their help. 

Sisters and Fellow-workers,—Talk this 
matter over, do not be frightened by the 
timid counsels and fears of weaklings. Be 
brave. Have confidence in yourselves. 
Talk about success, and you will achieve 
success. 

Remember the watchword for 1913 must 
be 3d. per hour for all spinners, and a pro-
portionate increase for all other grades. 

Yours fraternally, 

W I N I F R E D C A R N E Y , Secretary. 

E L L E N G O R D O N , Delegate 

J A M E S C O N N O L L Y , Organiser, 

50 York Street. 

(Of the three signatories of the above 

leaflet only one, Ellen Gordon (Mrs. 

Grimley) still survives. She lives 

in Dublin. 

MOSTON f rom 

Page O n e 

I t is recognised that the Connolly 
Association is the only organisation that 
can turn out a really big demonstration 
in Manchester, yet the Association hesi-
tates to do anything in competition with 
the present committee because it still 
contains worthy and honest people 

The continuance of disunity is a ter-
rible drag on the Irish cause in Manches-
ter. How the British Tories must laugh! 

The Commemoration was marred by an 
attack on the Connolly Association by the 
speaker, Mr. Michael Traynor. This at-
tack was not published in the "United 
Ir ishman" and is therefore presumably an 
unofficial expression of opinion bv Mr. 
Traynor, who is a businessman. 

We dislike faotion fights; we want all 
Irishmen and women to unite in a com-
mon policy a Bread to by all; we want 
those who differ to act together on things 
they agree on—but we claim the right te 
reply to oritioisms, and wo have done so 
on Page Two of this Issue. 

Miss Couie 
Bennett 

| O U I E BENNETT was driven into 
public life by her passionate 

sense of the injustice of society to-
wards its economically weaker mem-
bers—the workers and the women. 
Her natural inclination was towards 
literature, and in her youth she 
wrote two successlul novels. But 
she was "one into whose ears has 
entered the cry of the world's pain" 
and that cry called her away from 
a life of quiet literary pursuits to 
a life of strenuous public activity. 

She began with Women's Suff-
rage, and bcoame hon. secretary of 
the Irishwomen's Suffrage Federa-
tion, which covcrecl the whole of 
Ireland. Its motto was "Freedom 
for Service." She also founded the 
Irishwomen's Reform League, which 
was the Dublin branch of that 
Federation. It was characteristic of 
her that the latter organisation 
worked for better housing, meals for 
schoolchildren and other immediate 
local needs as well as for the en-
franchisement of women. 

It was a short step from these 
activities into the Labour move-
ment. Louie Bennett was deeply 
stirred by the 1913 General Strike, 
and from then onwards her heart 
was in the trade union world, 
though it was not ti l l early in 1917 
that the opportunity came to her to 
organise women workers. The pio-
neer Irish Women Workers' Union, 
founded by Helena Molony and 
others, had been broken up by the 
1916 Rising and its aftermath, so 
Louie Bennett had to start from the 
beginning with no members and no 
money. 

• 
-4?) appreciation 

by 
her colleague 

Helen Chenevix 
Secretary, 

n Irish Women Workers' Union 
• 

She began with the women in 
the printing trade, whost average 
weekly wage was about 9/-. She 
then went on to laundresses and 
many other types of worker, gradu-
ally building up an all-women's or-
ganisation with a strong, solid 
membership and an influence even 
greater than its numbers. She was 
for many years a member of the 
Executive of the Irish Trade Union 
Congress and twice its president. 
Shq was also an active member of 
the Labour Party. 

Louie Bennett was deeply con-
cerned with national and int6rna-
tional unity and the elimination of 
destructive violence from all human 
relationships. She was a worker In 
various peace movements, including 
the Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom, which held 
a notable Congress in Dublin in 
1926. She continued her work for 
peace right up to the last weeks of 
her life. 

During all these strenuous years 
she never lost her love of books, and 
she kept a notebook in which she 
jotted down quotations that a j * 
pealed to her. On« of these is this 
description of a character: "A flanw 
like quality in his personality . . . he 
kindles. He himself is alight." It 
would be a fitting epitaph for Louie 
Benneitt herself. She kindled, for 
she herself was alight. 

H.S.C. 

LECTURE ON 
FINT AN LALOR 

AT MANCHESTER 
GAELIC LEAGUE 

T f A T H E R HARRISON, an Irish priest 

gave a very interesting talk on tin 

writings of Pintan Lalor, under the aus-

pices of the Manchester Gaelic league 

Branch. I j imh Deurg in December. It 

was evident that the reverend lecturei 

was deeply read in Irish history and he 

laid much stress on the correctness of 

the democratic and republican approach 

to the subject, quoting Connolly and 

Pearse, to prove his viewpoint. A feature of 

the lecture was the fund of witty anec-

dotes which the audience much enjoyed 

The Gaelic League are to be congratu-

lated on this venture. 
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ELEVEN-PLUS 
AND ALL THAT 

T H E G R A M M A R S C H O O L I N 

A C H A N G I N G S O C I E T Y 

By F l a n n C a m p b e l l , * M.A. , Ph.D. 
(Published by Watts, 20 '-> 

T^HE title of Flann Campbell's book gives 
a somewhat misleading impression of 

lighthearted polemic on this much dis-
cussed subject. It is, in fact, a most 
thorough and well-documented study of 
the historical background and present 
condition of secondary schooling in 
London. A very useful book for those of 
us who as parents, teachers, or both are 
faced with the problem of forming our 
opinions and supporting or resisting 
courses of action in the interest of the 
school population. 

It is interesting to follow the historical 
development from the chaos of autono-
mous school organisations serving to give 
an "academic" education to the fee paying 
pupils and often run as profit-making com-
panies, to a system attempting to meet 
the rapidly growing demand for large 
numbers of technicians and admini-
strators. We see the statistical evidence 
of the London County Council's valiant 
struggles to provide enough places and to 
fill them with the "right sort of children " 
!io large measure oi ^access in solving tne 

tormer yT#>lems and the numerous 
battling failures of selective measures. 

" in 1900 about one child in every 
thirty-four of the appropriate age group 
went to a grammar school, in 1»?0 it was 
one in seventeen, ir, 103» one in ..u/h' :»nd 
in 1950 or e in ft c bu» '. • 
absurd tor anyone, no matter how expert 
with measuring devices to try to prophesy 
exactly how a child would develop in later 
life. The practical difficulties of selection 
and diagnosis at such an early age were 
enormous and could never be overcome." 

Also the failure of the grammar schools 
to provide the schooling needed by the 
majority of the new type of puoil 
"even after the selective processes had 
been carried out, and the best pupils 
creamed off, the grammar schools were 
still not serving the community to the 
best possible advantage. The curriculum 
was criticised because it was too bookish 
and titerary. It remained academic and 
liberal in bias when the country wanted 
more scientists, technologists and skilled 
craftsmen . . . . it kept its middle-class 
values at a time when larger numbers of 
working-class boys and girls were joining 
its ranks." 

So it has been at last decided to abandon 
the idea of selection and to try a system 
of comprehensive high schools "that would 
oomWne the features of grammar, tech-
nical and modern schools in one large 
unit." This should succeed in keeping 
young people interested in gaining know-
ledge by providing them with opportuni-
ties to acquire the specialised skills they 
will require in thoir future work as well 
as some knowledge of how life in their 
ttme and place Is related to history and 
the general world picture, and also to give 
them the chance to find an interest in 
lersure-time occupations. 

I t is hoped that when the progress of 
the children is constantly watched and 
owing to flexibility of large schools with 
many opportunities tor specialised studies 
they can be guided into the branches of 
learning to which their ability suits them. 

The country will thus be better provided 
with the highly trained, skilled and 
imaginative workers which it so much 
needs, talents which, as Dr. Campbell's 
statistics show, are being wasted by the 
old unworkable systems will be more 
fully developed and the young people no 
longer divided into separate social groups 
at the critical adolescent stage, but able to 
stay in contact with primary school 
friends whose educational careers differ in 
kind though not in quality from their 

H . D . 

•Dr. Flann Campl>ell Ls a former editor of 

the "Irish Democrat." 

Parnell Through 
English Eyes 

CHARLES STEWART PARNELL: 1846-1891 

by 

ROBERT RHODES JAMES 
(Feature Art ic le in "History To-day," edited bv Peter Quenne l l a n d 

A l a n Hodge, J a n u a r y issue 1957. Price 3/-) 

J T R A U S S holds that no oppressed nation ever influenced its oppressor as 
much as I re land did England. But few other Engl ishmen have recof -

nised the fact. "H is to ry T o d a y " is therefore to be congratulated on includ-
ing in its January 1957 number a study by Robert Rhodes James w h i c h , 
though "very Engl ish" does recognise it. 

The study is called "Charles Stewart 

Parnell" and is "English" partly from 

standpoint which converts the Land 

League Struggle into "agrarian outrages" 

and "Bloody Balfour's" reign of terror 

into coercion "carried through with 
courage." 

The writer knows his English history, 

and letters pass between high personages, 

kites are flown from Hawarden Castle, 

and political circles do what political 

circles are supposed to do. But he does 

: not understand Irish history. Nor l'or 

j that matter does he know English local 

i or working-class historv. 

I 

i This leads to curious inaccuracies and 

i omissions. He thinks the "great personal 

! attraction felt by the Irish Nationalists 

I for Lord Randolph Churchill resulted in 

1885 in a temporary coalition between the 

Conservatives and Parnell to oust the 

Liberals." This has always been held by 

Irish writers to have been dictated by a 

desire to secure the balance of power. As 

for the attraction of Churchill, it would 

require a little more proof than Mr. James 

offers. 

Far from Parnell being "loathed by the 

maiorit..- of elec'.oir. in England." h< " .is 

idolised by the working-class radicals, and 

received the freedom of cities, including 

that of aristocratic Edinburgh. 

Another curious confusion is I lie draw-

ing ol a parallel between Moonlighting 

and O'Brien's Plan < f Campami •; the lat 

• c • •.-,<•.: '.-:!>• mid i. ,'.i~uo ai 
execution, but was perfectly open, led by 

a distinguished M P., and had as its cen-

tral maxim the perfectly sound advice, 

"Pay no rent, and keep a firm grip on 

your holding." Not, of course, that "Moon-

lighting" was not every bit as justified as 

the barbarity ol Mitcliellstown (which Mr. 

James does not mention i or Carson's 

packing ol juries and sentencing of child-

ren for "looking a t " policemen. 

The name ol Michael Davitt is not men-

tioned; and a new category, the "English 

Fenians" is invented. 

C H A R L E S S T E W A R T P A R N E L L 

But we forgive Mr. James at the end 

because he has at least grasped the fun-

damental greatness of Parnell and does 

not ^tjnf. hi« anrreciation. His last para-

graph contained the words:— 

"Pride, courage, and a passionate love 
of his country drove him on when cau-
tion and judgment would have advised 
at least a short period in retirement. 
But that was not Parnell's way." 
It is not any irishman'.- way Ana Mv. 

James's next, semen.. <• re a',is n e r para-

llels,. "The battle was his but victory he 

never saw." 

tin; ftrtf'.Ic is illustrated hy a cartoon 

reproduced fiom "Punch" and several 

photographs, and with. 64 glossy paye- io; 

! 1111 i -v.iKi'ig,. "History To-day" :: not 

a bad buv. 

H A M I L T O N M c M A T H 

William Morris 
R O M A N T I C T O R E V O L U T D O N A P * 

(London: Laurence & WH:;. ; ' bO/-) 

A\T I LL I AM M O R R I S was . '..he n, 

' ' accomplished and eolo',. -;Y figure 

enter into the ranks of Ent1!:-: Social!' 

(hiring the closing years ol :ne last ct 

tury. Pre-Raphaelite, mediaevaiist at I 

artist, he put his great literary gifts ••• 

the service of the movement "vfnlst In 

taught his generation the vir.i.t4'- of a t . " •• 

craftsmanship over againr, *,ne re-

production which capitalism "a?; enfoi 

ing. He w as a leading figure :n agitatie > 

and was present at the famou.-. "Bloc1. 

Sunday" incident in Trafalgar Square. 

Alter his death in 1896. tr.e;e was > 

effort to make Morris respectable for in 

was clearly lar too big a man to igno.". 

Literary critics wrote books jpon h im 

which pretended that he was an arti: 

first and foremost and that his Socialise' 

was only a tiresome incidental :o his main 

work. 

Respectable reformists wrote books I > 

show that he was in reality one of them-

selves! Mr. Thompson has produced .. 

really great work in which he replao:; 

Morris into his proper niche as a revo.lu • 

tionary Socialist. At the same time, iic 

traces out the many Socialist byways < t 

those years and save them from oblivion. 

Irish readers should notice '.wo point*: 

"Bloody Sunday" was the outcome of 

meeting called in Trafalgar Square to pro 

test against the Coercion Acts and the 

prison treatment of the Irish M.P., Wil 

liam O'Brien. Irish, radicals sr;d Social-

ists acted together. 

Again, scattered throughout :ne book a." 

many references to the oneness of spir •• 

between revolutionary Irish and revolu-

tionary English. In fact, the book unin-

tentionally justifies from an historical 

point of view the policy of the Connolly 

Association in seeking to unne the Irish 

in England and the English voiking-cla::; 

movements. It is an epoch-making work 

with Socialist historical writing and cl-x 

serves to be read widely. 

F.H.A.M. 

EXPOSURE 
—Continued from Page Five 

ment from discussing it unless t h e 
Northern Ireland one does so first. So the 
British Parliament cannot act until after 
the Northern Ireland one has decided 
something it is not allowed even to talk 
about! 

Now this humbug is being exposed, 
people have a right to demand the repeal 
of the Ireland Act in order to clear a way 
for a just settlement. 

r P H E Editorial Board of the "Irish 

Democrat" desires to place on 

record its very warm appreciation 

of the co-operation extended by the 

many publishers who through 1956 

have submitted copies of publica-

tions lor review in its columns. 

The Editorial Board also wishes 

to extend its warm gratitude to 

those who have helped to maintain 

what we modestly I eel is a credit-

• • • a 

able standard of review of works 

:,ubmitted. Particularly do we wish 

to extend our gratitude to those 

many reviewers whose names are so 

well known in the literary world and 

who have generously given ol their 

talents to help the cause lor which 

the "Irish Democrat" fights. 

May we take this opportunity to 

wish to all our friends, supporters 

and readers a happy and prosperous 

1957. 

• 

J 
TO THE NEW IRISH LEADER 

O U R confidence in thee w e place 
Br igh t j e w e l of the Ir ish race, 
Relentless in pursuit of r ight , 
Inv inc ib le in open fight; 
Ever t rue to Er in 's cause, 
Nobly w i n n i n g men's applause ; 

I re land needs thy w a t c h f u l care, 
Save her f rom the t ra i tor 's snare 

Against the horde of "Mol ly Maguircs, ' 
Cut-throats, renegades and liars, 
O n w a r d march to victory, 
D a r k Rosaleen has trust in thee. 

Example of electioneering satire nnd typical of many attacks on William 
O'Brien, the above acrostic which declares "O'Brien Is a rod" was composed 
bv a sub-editor of. and published bv the "Cork Examiner" during the Cork 
ejection of 1909. 

—Prom Parnell to Pi arse, ' by John J Horgnn. 

sY.^V.^Y: >v. ̂  v. > v. '.i^l '.>-> 

BOOK MART 

MAY I bring to the notice of readers 
of the Irish Democrat. * am interest-

ing feature which it is proposed! to run in 
conjunction with tt~o coming Anauu > 
Canfet ence of the Connolly Association 1r> 
be held on March 30th and 31st, 1957. 

It is planned to hold a sale of second-
hand books of Irish interest, and in parti-
cular historical books. 

Readers of the "Irish Democrat" will 
long be aware of the difficulty of obtain-
ing such works in England, particularly 
for readers living in the provinces, and it 
is felt that such a step might well place 
works of Irish interest otherwise unob-
tainable within reach of delegates and 
visitors, and at prices which could be 
afforded. 

The proceeds of this sale of books win 
go towards the Fighting Fund of the 
"Irish Democrat," and we appeal to read-
ers who may have duplicated or unwanted 
books to forward them to the "Irish 
Democrat." 

P A T O ' S U I L L I V A N 

TELL ME YOUR COMPANY 
—Continued from Page Eight. 

use bell, book, candle, radio, press, tele 

and cinema to support the Hungarian free-

dom fighters." While the ordinary people 

were generously forking out their money 

and shedding their tears, the slick gents 

on the London Stock Exchange were lick-

ing their chops as they raised the shares 

of the "Hungarian Counties Stock" by 10/ 
each on the very first days of the Hungar 

ian events. No doubt they we:e expecting 

that the "freedom fighters" who weir 

likely to get control would be the Huj 
gurian landowners and capitalist, clacs. 

When the black and tans raped, pillag< I 

and burned Ireland there was no saluting 

Irish "freedom fighters," no Lord Mayor.-; 

Fund, and no emergency measures to 

receive Irish refugees. Indeed when 

thousands of Irish men and women were 

driven from their homeland during the 

hungry thirties to seek work In Britain, 

the millionaire press accused them of 

"grabbing British workers' jobs and work 

ing under the rate " Any Irish politician 

however well meaning, who wins the ap 

proval of the millionaire press of he; 

nation's oppressors, should n.̂ k himself 

whose interests he is serving, just as the 

Irish representatives at U.N.O. .-hould aek 

themselves the same question. "Tell nn> 

vour company and Til tell you, Rtc " 

T O M O U R K I N , 
London. N.W.?. 
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R.U.C. "INVADE" LEITRIM 
Amazing Act of Brazen Effrontery 

RE S I D E N T S of K i l tyc logher , Co. L e i t r i m have been amazed by the 
greatest act of impudence yet a t t e m p t e d in the Brookeborough Govern-

ment campaign of " take it out of the people" on the border. 

A head Constable of the R.U.C. b r a zen ly marched across the border 

and ordered Mr. Seely to vacate his house because he proposed to b l ow up 

the road beside it. 

W h e n he protested the petty dicta-

tor a ir i ly replied "send in a c la im if 

the house is damaged , " and refused to 

l isten to Mr. Seely's protest that he 

had five children, one of them on ly 

n i ne months ' old. 

This outrageous and unprovoked 

v io la t ion of 26 county territory ex-

poses to the wor ld the utter hypoc-

risy and cynicism of the Brit ish c la im 

to upho ld the sanctity of agreements. 

It is the same sanctity that took them 

( ut of Suez one Week and in aga in 

the next . 

Blown Up 
W h e n the road was blown up stones 

were rained over the whole village ol 
Kiltyclogher. in the midst of which 
stands a line stature to Sean MacDer-
iiiott, near where he was born. A number 
ol windows were broken. 

The road is essential to the local far-
mers, and it is understood that three 
times it lias been repaired at night by 
the local inhabitants, and three times the 
British Army and R.U.C. have blown it 
up again. 

Another amazing R.U.C. outrage took 
place when trigger-happy police opened 
fire on a convoy ol four cars which, in-
stead of stopping dead, went into a slow 
reverse to find a more stable place to 
stop. Bullets were poured into the first 
car by sten-gun operators. A twelve-year-
old girl was shot in the eye and the 
ether occupants wounded. 

When it was over the Belfast police 
H.Q. said "It was all a mistake." 

In other words the Brookeborough Gov-
ernment has given orders to shoot first 
and find out. who is being shot after-
wards. 

In Glasgow telephone hoaxes have been 
carried out in order to stimulate sec-
tarian feeling. Extremist protestant news-
papers have poured out denunciations of 
the Irish. Glasgow lives under the most 
bigoted Orange administration of any 
city in Britain, and the "Irish Democrat" 
has more than once warned o! the dan-
gers of an ostrich policy towards the bit-
ter sectarianism of its official circles. 

Stimulating hate-propaganda towards 
the State is Home Aflairs Minister Mr. W. 
B. Topping, who accused Mr. Costelio's 
Government of responsibility for "out-
rages" in the Six Counties. He may next 
accuse them of responsibility for his 
policemen crossing the border. 

T h e "Manchester Guardian" declared 
editorially that there is discrimination 
a g a i n s t Catholics in the Six Counties. 
Not one ol 67 high civil service officials 
is a Catholic. And a correspondent 
rightly points out that the British Gov-
ernment in passing the Ireland Act (1930 < 
guaranteed equality between the two re-
ligions—soon alter which Catholics were 
pelted with rivets and thrown into the 
docks. 

Other British comment has praised the 
" Ulster Volunteers" ol 1912 in typical 
black ignorance ol the lact that they 
were organised against the British Gov-
ernment's Home Rule Bill and went the 
length of starting a mutiny in the Bri-
tish army! 

Apparently it is l ight lor Tories to defy 
the Government and arm for the pur-
pose: the Ulster Tories' raids on ammu-
nition depots in 1914 were the actions of 
"freedom fighters" against Home Rule 
Liberalism; the I.R.A. raids against 
Toryism are the actions of terrorists. It 
depends on the purpose. British action in 
Egypt was 'police action'; United Nations 
action to stop a holocaust in Egypt was 
"shortsighted interference." 

While the mills of Tory propaganda are 
grinding out prejudice three young men, 
Messrs. W. P. Gough, J. J. Linehan, and 
Anthony Cooney, all of Cork, are up for 
attempted murder in Ballymoney. 

An R.U.C. Constable was killed in a 
further raid on Derrylin barracks, showing 
the absurdity of trying to solve the border 
question by anything but political means— 
and those means are the withdrawal of 
British troops and a negotiated settlement. 
Blowing up the bridges and roads will be 
of no avail in a district where men who 
know every ditch, fence, and tree are on 
the side of possible raiders. 

The much-maligned and insulted Dublin 
Government has been making raids all 
along the 26-county side of the border and 
taking up young men found sheltering in 
isolated farmhouses. 

A number of these, who were c a u g h t 
with aims, have been given six months jai l 
in Dublin. The names of the sentenced 
men are John Cassidy (.factory worker, 
A r m a c h e Andrew McDowell ( farmer. 
T:pp>. Seamus Siattery <shop assistant. 
Nenagh ' . Peter MacCarthy > greengrocer. 
Keat ly. Scan Daly (Post Office worker, 
Clonakiityi. Gerard O'Brien (farmer, 
Tippi . Eamonn Murphy i Dublin) and 
Michael Buckley i storekeeper, Cork). 
Only one of the eight men was over thirty 
and all the others were under 25. 

No; only 111 Glasgow are provocative 
hoaxc- b( ing carried out. The destruction . 
of a Dublin war memorial was officially 
repudiated by the I.R.A. Its purpose seems 
to have been to shock those who lost rela-
tives in the 1914-18 war and create the 
basis lor the banning or republican parties 
in the twenty-six counties. 

Already the Sinn Fein party has been 
outlawed in the six counties and its 
periodical "Glor Uladh" has been banned. 
Its premises were raided and large quan-
tities of papers and documents were stolen 

TELL ME YOUR COMPANY . . . 
| \EAR SIR. In the "Evening News" of 

' November 23rd, John Carpenter in 

his column "News Diary" waxes enthusias-

tic about a statement by a Mr. P. Johnson 

in the "Nationalist and Leinster Times" 

calling for an Irish Brigade to fight on the 

side of the Hungarians against the 

Russians. 

Mr. Johnson is alleged to have said " I 

have great faith in action, and I don't be-

lieve in lip service at all." This delights 

the millionaire press diarist who says the 

statement "is surely unexceptionable; and 

not a few people, I imagine, would praise 

this Irish Commissioner for his forth-

rightness." 

One can appreciate this millionaire-

owned Tory sheet's enthusiasm for the rule 

of the gun in view of the deceit, double-

crossing and treachery of the Tory war-

mongers to grab back the canal from 

Egypt. However, John Carpenter cannot 

avoid a sneer at the Irish for his news 

item is headed "Yes Begorrah" and goes 

011 to say "If there's a light. Mick will be 
in it." 

II Mr. Johnson, the "forthright Irish 

Commissioner" beloved ol the press of our 

imperialist oppressors had suggested an 

Irish Brigade to struggle for Ireland's free-

dom and independence no doubt he would 

be called a "bandit and terrorist" like the 

Irish who fought the black and tans, the 

Egyptians, Cypriots, Malayans, Kenyans, 

British Guianese and all who struggle 

against imperialist oppression. 

During the Arborlield raid the "Evening 

News" was foremost in whipping up anti 

Irish feeling and calling for the severest 

penalties on those arrested. 

It is also strange that the very forces 

who bludgeon and blast Colonial peoples 

struggling for their independence should 

(Continued on Page Seven) 

Manchester says: 

FO L L O W I N G on the "Irish Demo-
crat" Readers' meeting in Lon-

don last November, plans are now 
Deing made for another conference 
this time to cover the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire areas, which will be 
held in Manchester on Sunday, 3rd 
March. 

It is planned to bring a wide and 
representative selection of our 
readership together to meet mem-
bers of the Editorial Committee and 
exchange ideas on strengthening 
the influence of our paper. Details 
of this meeting will be given in the 
February issue of the "Irish Demo-
crat." 

One home, two away 
The credit squeeze has hit at the 

C.A. Manchester Branch. Two of 
our members Mick Rabbitt and A. 
Barratt have had to "emigrate" to 
Derbyshire, because of the scarcity 
of jobs for steel-erectors in the 
Manchester district. A big rise in 
the circulation of the "Irish Demo-
crat" is forecast for that area. To 
offset Manchester's bad luck top-
rank seller Pat MaoLaughlin has 
arrived there to work. 

YOUR HAPPY NEW YEAR C U T T H I S 

C A L E N D A R O U T 
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the police. A general round-up ot sus-
pects has be-n carried out and it is note-
worthy that the names (if those a'T-'sted 
have been withheld from the press. A 
man may disappear and nobody knows 
what has happened to him. 

Meanwhile Lord Brookeborough con-
tinues to mouth platitudes about Hungary 
and Eastern Europe. 

The Connol ly Association has published 
a leaflet urging the Irish in Br i ta in to 
take political action to win the British 
Labour movement to a policy of ending 
the partition of Ireland. The tragedy is 
that many of the most advanced Irishmen 
in the T r a d e Unions and Labour movement 
consider they are "too grown up" for the 
National struggle. 

They thus encourage the British workers 
to think it :s of no importance, and l-^ave 
the initiative to non-labour forces. This 
trauio position should be reversed and 
every effort made to bring the Irish ques-
tion into the agenda ot next year's Labour 
Party and T.U.C. The Connolly Associa-
tion is appeal ing for a Lobby of M P.s as 
soon as the British Parliament assembles. 

An article on the centre page of the 
"Irish Democrat" emphasises the import-
ance of Irishmen realising that the work-
ing class of the Belfast area is not identi-
cal with Tory unionism and not being 
tricked into making the national struggle 
a sectarian issue. 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

North London Branch 
129 S e v e n Sisters Road, London, N.7 

Mondays, 8 p.m. 

7—James F intan Lalor . 
1 4 — L a b o u r in Ir ish History. 
21—Terence M a c S w i n e y . 

BIRMINGHAM 
B U L L R I N G 

• 

S U N D A Y , 27 J A N . , 6.30 p.m. 
Speakers : 

J O S E P H D E I G H A N 
E. L y o n s Desmond Greaves 

MANCHESTER 
C R O W N H O T E L 

Renshaw Street 
(Oir Strelford Road, Gowns, Pauldews) 

8 J A N . — 
" T h e year ahead" 

P. J. K I L R O Y 

15 J A N . — 
" Impressions of G a l w a y " 

F I N T A N O ' M A L L E Y 
22 J A N . — 

" I r i s h in Brit ish T r a d e Un ions" 
W M . M A U D S L E Y ( A . E . U . ) 

29 J A N . — 
" O u r Policy on the Raids." 

D E S M O N D G R E A V E S 
* * * 

"DEMOCRAT" READERS WELCOME 

I R I S H 

FILM SHOW 
28 J A N U A R Y , 1957 

I R I S H F I L M S & M U S I C 
8 p.m. 

Co-op. Ha l l , 129 Seven Sisters 
Road, N.7 

N o r t h London Connol ly Ass'n. 

WEST LONDON 
17 Bishopsbridge Road, VV.2 

T H U R S D A Y S , 8 p .m. 

3 r d — W o r l d Affairs 
1 0 t h — T h e Raids. 
17 th—Br i t i sh Imper ia l ism. 
24 th—Br i t i sh Labour Movemen t . 

3 1 s t — A n n u a l General Mee t ing . 
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YOUR BEST NEW YEAR RESOLUTION-JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 


