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NEWTOWN BUTLER DEFIES 
BAN ON TRICOLOUR 
Tension rising in Six Counties 

Our own Correspondent 
^ U R I N G a peaceful Feis and pageant in Newtown Butler, Co. 

Fermanagh, at which Canon T. Maguire, P.P., read the 1916 
proclamation, a large force of black-coated peak-capped R.U.C. 
swooped in a body on the Canon's private home because someone 
had reported a tricolour was fluttering out of an upstairs window. 
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They took a ladder and roughly tore 
the flag down, but hardly had they 
removed the ladder when another 
tricolour appeared ! 

G e t t i n g t h e l a d d e r i n to pos i t ion 
again , t h e y t r i ed to s n a t c h t h e flag, 
j u s t a s it w a s w i t h d r a w n by an 
invis ib le h a n d — o n l y to a p p e a r a g a i n 
w h e n t h e y got d o w n . 

A f t e r th i s process had been r e p e a t e d 
a n u m b e r of t imes , t h e i r a t e D.I. 
b a n g e d loud ly on the p r i e s t ' s door 
d e m a n d i n g to k n o w (.he i d e n t i t y of t h e 
invis ib le d i s t u r b e r of t h e Q u e e n ' s 
peace. But , alas , t hey a r e as i g n o r a n t 
n o w as t h e y w e r e t hen ! 

This kind of ridiculous caper is what the 
British taxpayers' money is being spent on 
in Northern Ireland. Two hundred police-

men in full regalia to catch 
out of a window! 

The lunatic fringe of the Orange move-
ment (secretly encouraged by the 
Government) is desperately trying to 

(Continued on Page Two) 

CONNOLLY 
ASSOCIATION 

FLAG VICTORY 
IN MANCHESTER 

T H E Irish tricolour flies proudly 
once again in Piatt Fields, Man-

chester. 
Following a campaign against the ban 

led by the Manohester branch of the Con-
nolly Association, the City Council referred 
back the reoommendation from its Parks 
and Cemeteries Committee that a ban on 
the display of flags and emblems should 
be enforced. 

Lifting of the ban was just In time to 
permit a demonstration in favour of world 
peace to fly the flags of all nations. 

Ban originated when Mr. R. C. Mac-
Millan tore down the Irish flag from the 
C.A. platform In front of a large crowd. 
Mr. MacMfllan is an M.B.E. and is Direc-
tor of Parks and Cemeteries. He claimed 
it was a "foreign flag.'' 

Speaking at a protest meeting, Mr. Kil-
commlns said the ban was designed to 
oroate a feeling that the tricolour was "net 
quite decent" and thus help the Six 
County Government in Its dirty work. 

Congratulations are pouring into the 
Manchester Connolly Association on this 
great triumph for domocracy and good 
sense, which does the Labour council great 
credit. Ban was effected by a snap vote 
when Labour members,wore absent. 

MONCKTON SPURNS SIX-COUNTY 
TRADE UNIONIST DEPUTATION 

Unemployed can 
chew Coke! 

% 1 / H E N a deputation of Belfast 
* * trade unionists tried to see Sir 

Walter Monckton, who was on a visit 
to the six counties, the British Minis-
ter of Labour refused to seem them. 

They wanted to know what was going to 
be done about the 35.000 unemployed in 
the six counties. 

Apparently this did not interest the Tory 
Minister, who has since resigned. T h e 
unemployed could chew coke. 

Reason lor the insult to Irish t rade 
unionism is believed to be tha t the Six 
County Government refuses to recognise 
the Irish T.U.C. 

"But Freedom yet, thy banner torn but flying 
Streams like a thunderstorm against the wind. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 
""pHE Editorial Committee of the "Irish 

Democrat" issues the following appeal 
to readers of the paper: 

Sinre the Connolly Association con-
ference last year we have gone a long way 
to reach our targets; we have produced a 
brighter and more popular paper, which 
has met with a great response. 

The demand for the paper increases 
month by month and is now limited ONLY 
by the means we have at our disposal for 
selling it. More Connolly Association 
branches more Irish men and women 
prepared to take numbers of copies and 
distribute them 

Par from being an embarrassing or 
difficult task, the job ol selling the • Demo-
crat" is a pleasant sociable activity; it is 
"Hail fellow, well met" wherever Irishmen 
foregather. 

We appeal to ALL readers to help us 
increase the sales, as the Connolly move-
ment is now "catching on" and we must 
strike while the iron is hot. 

The other vital need is finance The 
paper is NOT a profit-making Institution. 
The Connolly Association exists entirely 
on the support it gets from Irish workers 
in the course of its political activity. 

We want to, we must, increase our 
activity, provide popular pamphlets a t 
cheap prices, and keep up a barrage of 
information to the Labour movement. 

We appeal to all our supporters to help 
financially now. One thing you can do is 
to give our official sellers a little bit extra 
for the funds when you buy the paper or 
buy an extra one to sell to your friends. 
Every little helps. 

RADIO EIREANN 
BROADCAST ON 

CONNOLLY ASS'N. 
I R E L A N D ' S National Broadcasting 
"system has beamed to the world a 
special programme featuring the Con-
nolly Association. Speaker was an-
nounced as Mr . Christopher Mac-
Carthy of the Hammersmith Traded 
Council, but Radio Eireann has not 
yet supplied the full text of the talk 
for publication. 

Radio programme, which is taken a s 
recognition of The Connolly Association's 
pride of place among Irish exile organisa-
tions. was from a rather "West Br i t i sh" 
point of view. The paper sponsoring i t 
is a small Dublin weekly, printed as a 
sideline by t h e "Irish Times " 

Nevertheless in a series of articles in-
tended to be critical of the Association, 
the newspaper speaks of the Connolly 
Association's "forcibly expressed tale of 
British injustice to Ireland" and quotes 
though disapprovingly, the "Irish Demo-
crat 's" editorial— 

(Continued on Pag* Eight) 
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ARE THE IRISH PRONE TO T.B.? 
IRISH DEMOCRAT REPORTERS 
GIVE A STRAIGHT ANSWER 

I ^ O C T O R S are working up a new 
racialism in Britain. 
"Irish are more prone to tuber-

culosis than British," says Doctor 
Stuart Laidlaw, Glasgow's Medical 
Officer of Health. 

Vaccinate them on arrival," chimes 
the Hess-MacDonald duet in the "Lan-
cet's" latest silly symphony. 
These two think the Irish race is to 

blame—even those of Irish descent are 
more susceptible than those free of the 
Gaelic taunt 

F I N D FACTS 
There is nothing so unscientific as a 

one-sided scientist, worst of all is a 
doctor bitten by the "blame the patient" 
bug. 

Why not find out the facts? 
" I r ish Democrat" reporters have as-

sembled a few of them here for you. 
And N E X T M O N T H (don't miss it) 

one of the doctors who is not blaming 
the patient will start a new feature in 
the " I r ish Democrat"—one proved neces-
si ty—"Heal th hints for exiles." 

W H O ARE T H E Y ? 
Who come to England? 
The flower of Irish youth. Look at those 

powerful men and fine buxom girls, well 
able to do a day, or a day-and-a-halfs work. 
Why should these be more prone to tuber-
culosis. 

Some say because they haven't had it 
as kids—like someone who hasn ' t had 
chicken-pox and gets it when he's grown 
up. It is so much worse then. That 's why 
the duet says "Give it 'em on arrival." 

We'll express no opinion of t ha t as an 
interim measure. We want to get at the 
root. 

H O W DO T H E Y GET IT? 
You can't catch something tha t isn't 

there. Britain's industrial cities are alive 
with it. 

In London we know of girls sleeping five 
in a room. In Coventry we were told 
of beds like sailors' bunks in tiers on the 
walls, lads sleeping two in a bed and pay-
ing 30 - a week, and no meals. One land-
lady had 16 of them and netted £24 a 
week. 

Well— if there's overcrowding, those 
who have caught T.B. will pass it on. But 
of course if they're vaccinated they can 
be safely packed like sardines in a box. 
Or so the doctors would sav, wouldn't 
they? 

Newtown Butler 
—From Page One 

revive sectarian feeling and split the 
people again after the dullest, dampest 
and most unexciting "twalf th" since 1690 
. . . and welcoming the revival of the 
"Special Powers Act" with its arrest with-
out warrant and imprisonment without 
trial, is demanding "the police must be 
armed with the latest and most effective 
weapons and should be given a wide dis-
cretion in their use." 

It is not proposed to store these weapons 
in Armagh Barracks. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
Congratulations have poured in to 

Canon Maguire, who is being compared 
with Belfast 's iamous patriot-priest. 
Father Fullerton, who detied both the 
stones of the Hibernian mob and the 
bullets of British armoured cars to del end 
the tricolour. 

Father Fullerton, who was bitterly 
hated by the "Castle-Catholic" right-wing 
nationalists of his own day, originated 
the "rat t le your bin" alarm system to warn 
of Black-and-Tan raids 111 Belfast during 
the struggles of the early twenties. 

Attempts to have the tricolour banned 
in Manchester, England, were foiled, 
thanks to the magnificent struggle and 
vigilance of Joe Deighan, Danny Kilcom-
mins, Pa t Kilroy and the other members 
of the Connolly Association branch. (Story 
on f ront page.) 

T E N S I O N RISES 
London "Observer" states tha t tension 

Is rising In "Ulster" (sic! I. Police have 
resumed the carrying of arms. The raid 
on Armagh Barracks, described a,s an 
"outrage." i.s followed by threats against 
the twenty-six county Government, and 
demands are being made on London to 
bring pressure to bear on Dublin. A sec-
tion of the Unionists see in incitement and 
provocation the only means of keeping the 
people divided. 

Meanwhile, Liam Kelly, the M P. who i.s 
doing one year's jail for election pro-
gramme (not one British M P has pro-
tested against this appalling outrage on 
parliamentary rights! i has been elected a 
member of An seanad Eireann. 

Whether people agree with Liam Kelly's 
policies or not, they should demand his 
immediate release as a matter ol principle 

ARE DIGS NECESSARY ? 
Most "digs" are notoriously unsatisfac-

tory for food. Oiten a Birmingham land-
lady serves interminably baked beans, 
black sausage, and tea made with that 
city's notorious "sterilised" milk. Even 
the city restaurants serve it—though I'll 
tell you a secret, the managers and super-
visors contrive to get fresh milk! Steri-
lised milk lasts a week, and saves refrigera-
tor space. 

Unappetising food is bad for digestion. 
Taste for food disappears. Instead of in-
sisting on good food the lodger goes out 
after nibbling at it and has a dr ink to 
put down hunger. 

Irish people from farming districts are 
accustomed to natural food of the highest c a u s _ e _ te "digs"__are s 0 miserable tha t h e d 
quality. They don't get it from Birming 

The rush in the morning—how many 
go to work without a proper breakfast? 
Though, to be f rank, many in digs have 
an evening meal, and a "light breakfast" 
they often take at night. 

O V E R T I M E 
No $op.(!it there's not much time lor 

breakfast. I3us<.- are waiting at 4.30 a.m. 
in London. Leicester. Halifax and other 
(ciitrcs to take men to coalmines, open-
cast sites and building jobs. 

No soldiers in any army in the world 
would be treated tire way building workers 
are. 

Early rising may be good for the soul. 
It is bad for the health. Overt ime is burn-
ing the candle at the other end, too. It 
should be abolished, and the t rade union 
movement is r ight in insisting that pay 
should be sufficient without it. 

Yet many a man works overtime be-

ham landladies. 
Digs would not be necessary if local 

authorit ies did their job. If a m a n is good 
enough for work in a city, he is good 
enough for house room, food and comfort. 
But it is reported that when Coventry City 
Council wanted to start a great re-housing 
campaign, the Government told them to 
spend the money on Civil Defence instead. 
There ' l l be more of that. 

A P A R T M E N T S 

as soon be at work. At the week-end he 
wanders about in the damp until the pubs 
open; British cities are like morgues at 
week-ends. Employers are so a f ra id work-
ers will tire themselves when they are not 
working. 

Not t ingham and Liverpool are cities 
where you can get a meal if you miss one 
at the digs; so are Manchester and Lon-
don. But Leicester, B i rmingham and 
Coventry seem designed to make the im-
migrant worker's life as miserable as pos-
sible. In Leicester you will see the Irish-

Girls in apartments are usually able men leaning on the traffic rai ls late at 
enough—not so much the boys. There night; or queueing to get a cup of tea in 
is the temptation of the devitalised the solitary Charles Street mi lk bar— 
agenised "cut" loaf, and the ubiquitous usually called the "hot-dog stall." Noth ing 
tin-opener, and frying-pan. in the digs. 

IT SHOULD BE CUT 
CALL-UP 

PREPARING FOR DESTRUCTION 

WASTES T I M E 
SQUARE-BASHING 

BREAKS UP 
APPRENTICESHIPS 

CAUSES 
U N S E T T L E M E N T 

• 

IS NOT NEEDED IN 
PRESENT 

CONDIT IONS 

said Labour Youth Leader 
N O T T I N G H A M Connolly Associa-

* tion has the youthful membership 
so it was there I learned about the 
campaign being inaugurated in Sep-
tember to reduce the period of call-up 
from two years to a more reasonable 
figure. 

So I dropped into Transport House, 
London, to meet the young man behind 
the scenes who is doing the planning of 
this beneficial effort. 

On the sixth floor of the building in 
Smith Square, streamlined efficiency 
within, a bombed church with trees grow-
ing through it in the square outside, I 
met Dick Clements, editor of "Socialist 
Advance," the young people's paper. 

Yes, the campaign began m September, 
and the idea was to/issue a national peti-
tion form and ask everybody, young and 
old, to sign it. 

HOW M U C H ? 
How much reduction did they hope for7 
Mr. Clements had not decided on any 

precise figure. But it was held tha t world 
tension had relaxed, and a substantial re-
duction in the period of military service 
was definitely Labour Party policy. 

"There i.s only Malaya and Kenya left 
for British troops to fight in,"-said Mr. 
Clements. 
The League of Youth have not consi-

dered tlie anomalous position of Irishmen 
in Britain, who object to being called up 
because they may be compelled (especially 
if tension mounts in the Six Counties) to 
take police or even military action against 
their fellow countrymen. 

He did not know that British firms un-
scrupulously recruit Irishmen from the ex-
treme west and conceal from them that 
they are nominally liable for military ser-
vice af ter two years' residence By hiding 
this fact they pick the cream of the 
labour market 

He made a note of it 
Although the campaign l>emg launched 

by the Labour League of Youth does not 
therefore meet the Irish demand for free-
dom from conscription, the cutt ing of the 
call-up will itself reduce tension still fur-
ther. and the advantage of this particular 
campaign i.s that Irish and British young 
people will be able to pull together. 

The Inds in Nottingham, too, will be 
well to the fore 

C O N S T R U C T I V E WORK. 

Health Bill on 
the table 

YJLfHAT operations will be carried out on 
the F ianna Fai l Health Bill now that 

Labour has handed it over chloroformed to 
the Fine Gael sawbones? 

Doctors are well known for bury ing their 
mistakes, and the I .M.A. Doctors wil l make 
sure this one is not buried alive. 

Commenting on Labour support for the 
"suspension" of the Act, contrary to ex-
pllcity pledges by Fine Gael at the eleo-
tion, the Dubl in "Ir ish Workers Voice" 
says "Labour's att i tude is scarwialous." 

Dr. Ryan when he introduocd the Bill 
when De Valera was Taoiseach challenged 
Fine Gael critics to drop their hypocritical 
pretence of religious objections and come 
out Into the open as reactionaries. 

W H I C H ALL M E A N S . . . 
This adds up ti a simple tola1. 
File reserves of physique bllilt up 

the farms ot Ireland by the pos. ess.irs o] 
; !i< si1 sturdy frames are being criminally 
squandered by British employers. 

If the doctor experts want to v.r te mi-
other article for their "Lancet" let them 
make a social survey of the conditions ol 
emigrant workers, and they'll fin J i j l a l 
there are a hundred-and-one reason; for 
tuberculosis apar t from racial inhis.'aivce 
and similar poppycock. Don't b 'ame the 
patients, sirs, blame your own cowardice 
and sycophancy which has failed to make 
the voice of the medical profession heard 
against the destruction of the health of 
the people tha t has been going on for a 
hundred vears. 

T H E C H I L D R E N 
Finally, what about those of Iris'i de-

scent. 
Well, where are they to b© found in 

largest numbers? In Scotland Road Liver-
pool, Hulme of Manchester, Wapping and 
Paddington, St. Helens, Preston, Lochee in 
Dundee and. supreme example, tha Gor-
bals of Glasgow. 

Our reporter recently went round the 
Gorbals with the secretary of the Tenants 
Association, Mr. MacCaffrey, himself of 
Fermanagh parents. He met Mr. Mac-
Cafferty (Fermanagh grandfather) , who 
showed him a sheaf of "in due course" 
letters received in answer to his demand 
for accommodation for his wife and three 
children. He met Mrs. Woodside, who 
showed where her wall had fallen down; 
she was afraid to push the other. 

Mrs. Nimil's house, like the other-;, was 
scrupulously clean -the job of cleaning it 
alone would give most people a nervous 
breakdown. Pounds of these tenants' 
wages have gone into the bottomless pit of 
repairs. The landlords shy off it. After 
all. Hi does no good. 

These tenements, with m a n y others in 
England, are to be charged more for when 
the new Rent Act comes in. I r ish house-
holders want to bear in mind t h a t if you 
get a "certificate of disrepair" f rom the 
sanitary man, there can be no i n c a s e till 
repairs are executed. 

The tenants are organising, Mrs. Mac-
Adam of Cork told us. 

Perhaps those living in digs might or-
ganise, too. Certainly the Birmingham 
Trades Council would help them as it has 
alreadv passed a resolution stat ing its 
willingness. 

SO . . . 
Come off it, doctors. Stop pontificating. 

It's not your faul t you can't do your job 
properly. The money you should have is 
being squandered mak ing bombs—making 
germs Instead of destroying t h e m ! 

But even if it's not your fau l t don't 
whitewash those whose fau l t it is by 
vsMjering about racial predispositions. 
Tel l out the facts—the Ir ish may catch 
more tuberculosis. That 's because they 
are not as well p l a c * in a society where 
workers have to compete for the good 
things of life. 

BIG FARMERS 
SAVE BY IT 

MY X A M A T O S I S , deadly rabbit disease, 
was deliberately introduced into Ire-

land by big farmers, who kept their work 
a deadly secret f rom the authori t ies in the 
Republic. 

Accounts have now been published of 
swabs from infected animals being posted 

from Br i ta in , and of 
j y ing rabbits, blind 
and paralysed, being 
caught and taken in 
motcr - cars from 
place to place 

The value ci the 
products (meat , fur, 
etc.) f rom rabbits is 
only one-third of the 
value of tha crops 
destroyed, so the 
farmers are congratu-
lat ing themselves. 

But the landworker 
will not benefit. He 
is the m a n who could 
take his gun and the 
farmer was glad to 
think there was one 

rabbit l eu , whoever was eat ing the meal. 
Th is w u a way the poor m a n got the 
crumbs from the rich man's table. The 
rabbit ate the big farmer's crops, and the 
man with litt le or no land shot the rabbit. 

Now perhaps the smaller men wil l point 
out that the entire saving of crops goes 
to the big fellow, and the burden of the 
loss falls on the small man. Very nice for 
the big farmer. Don't forget that when 
he moans about taxes. 

The extreme Irresponsibility of the ac-
tion needs to be emphasised. Apart f r o m 
t ransferr ing part of the small man's in-
come to himself the rancher has intro-
duced a disease into Ireland which no-
body understands. We hops nobody will 
have cause to regret the farmers' rash 
action, 

P O L I T I C A L F O O T N O T E 
A Manchester reader onquires is there 

any form of Myxamatosis which attacks 
rats. Not that we know of. 
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CONNOLLY 
r p H E life-size memoria l to be erected at 
* Clones in Connolly's memory is a 

f i t i i n g and welcome tribute to one of Ire-
land's supreme patr iot sons who was 
simultaneously one of the clearest and 
most imaginative thinkers of the Western 
World. 

tt is to be hoped that this worthy initia-
tive in Co. Monaghan will stimulate a 
fresh demand for his writ ings, which 
should be studied wherever the Irish race 
is found. 

T h e teachings of James Connolly are 
among the most thought-provoking and 
challenging ideas in the world, and it is 
largely due to the fact that those who 
ought to have followed them abandoned 
t h e m that I re land is now in the state 
t h a t it is. 

Connolly taught that you cannot erect 
a free Ireland on a subject working-
class. With Henry Joy McCracken he saw 
" the rich always betray the poor," and to 
Connolly " I re land as distinct f rom her 
people" was nothing. 

He wanted to see a free I re land in order 
to release the boundless energies of her 
people from the political chains that 
frustrated them, to give life, air , oppor-
tun i ty and prospects to those who never 
had a chance but of low wages, hard work, 
or the emigrant ship. 

He strove to uni te Ir ishmen. He re-
sisted equally the attempts of Orangeism 
to malign catholics, and of Hibernian 
sectarianism to (as Pearse put it) "narrow 
down patriotism" ti l l it became synony-
mous with only one fai th. 

But while str iv ing for unity James Con-
nolly taught tha t one class of the com-
muni ty , Tone's "numerous and respectable 
class, the men of no property" the work-
ing class, was the only incorruptible in-
heritors of the fight for Ir ish freedom. 
T h e leadership of the working-class is 
essential if I re land is to be freed. The 
tragedy of I re land to-day is that the in-
f i l t rat ion of al ien middle-class ideas into 
the i r counsels led the leaders of Labour to 
abandon their historic task, and climb 
down from the leadership of the nation. 
By so doing they created the split between 
Labour and Republicanism through which 
every corrupt th ing in I re land had 
crawled back to power. 

Those who t ry to down the working 
class while cry ing out slsgans of uniting 
I re land are hypocrites. Those who shout 
"Nat ional freedom'' while damning as 
"Communism" every independent initia-
tive of the work ing man are scoundrels. 
Those who work dil igently and unremit-
t ingly for the elevation of those who 
work, seeing in them the backbone, aye 
a n d the soul of the Nation, are carrying 
out in practice what Connolly actually 
said and did in his l ifetime. 

T h e great need of to-day is that the 
working-class should slough off all self-
doubt and hesitation, and unite its ranks 
drawing all genuine republicans with it 
to realise Connolly's ideal, which was also 
the ideal of Pearse and T o m Clarke, an 
I r e l a n d for her people, I re land playing a 
free I R I S H p«rt In the world. 

MEETINGS 
r p H R Q U G H O U T August the Connolly 

1 Association wil l be holding its usual 
open-air meetings; the weather may take 
up, or It may not. But apart f rom missing 
meetings altogether on account of the bad 
weather, even the meetings that do take 
place cost money. 

* The printing of leaflets is expensive—a 
thousand leaflets may cost a couple of 
pounds at the least. Then the speakers 
have fares to pay. 

So, at the risk of seeming to say "money, 
money, money" on every page of the 
"Democrat," the Editorial Committee asks 
you to donate generously to the collection 
at all our meetings. 

The Connolly Association is meeting 
with the biggest response in its history. 
I,nek of finance is its sole obstacle! 

Why Is this? Because unlike other orga-
nisations it Is a worklngman's organisa-
tion; we can't rely on £50 from a business-
man, wr have to ask nil of you to contri-
bute your sixpences and shillings. 

P E A C E 
CAN BE SECURED 

says 
PAT DEYINE 

factories and the grant ing of much-needed 
wage increases. 

Undoubtedly the people of Prance will 

ning of alliances which contradict collec-
tive security. 

There are many other significant points 
resist with all their might all renewed in the Soviet proposals which if fully and 
American at tempts to drag them into mili- freely discussed can change the war ten-
tary adventures t h a t would thwart their sion in Europe, end the rearmament race 

p E O P L E everywhere are rejoicing at 
the end of the "dirty war" in 

Indo-China. The world is free from 
a major war for the first time in 23 
years, since Japan attacked Man-
churia in 1931. 

It is too soon to estimate the full con-
sequences of this great victory for peace-
loving peoples. But one thing stands out 
t ha t should bring confidence and encour-
agement to ordinary men and women— 
the warmongers and armaments manufac-
turers, despite all their boasted power, can 
be defeated. 

Great credit i.s due to all who took part 
in the final negotiations. To the heroic 
Vetminh liberation fighters who made 
concessions far beyond what were ex-
pected, having in mind they were clearly 
masters of the military situation and had 
the support of the masses of people. To 
the British and French representatives 
who resisted strong American pressure to 
continue and extend the war. To the 
Chinese and Soviet representatives who 
painstakingly resisted provocation and 
kept the conference negotiations going 
even when all seemed lost. To all of them 
we extend our heartfelt thanks. 

An outstanding lesson to be learnt is 
tha t despite the different ideologies and 
systems of society In the world to-day -
Capitalist, Socialist and C o m m u n i s t -
negotiation is better than war, agreement 
can be reached on all and any questions, 
the world with all Its complex problems 
and antagonisms need not batter itself to 
pieces, the different systems can peace-
fully co-exist. 

FRANCE REJOICES 

The ending of the eight years Indo-
Chinese war in which she lost 92.000 dead, 
114,000 wounded and 28.000 missing in 
addition to the staggering financial cost 
of £3,000 millions, has brought happiness 
and relief to the French people who for 
many veflrs huve been against it. 

W i t h continued peace the end of this 
dra in on French resources can mean a 
great new advance towards Improving the 
standard of l iv ing of the French people, 
the building of new houses, schools and 

new hopes. 

V I E T - N A M LOOKS A H E A D 

"Tonking is riclr in minerals. We have 
the Red River Delta which is rich in rice. 
T h e north in general is rich ^n timber," 
said Pham Van Dong, Foreign Minister 
of Viet-Nam in an interview. "We will 
quickly repair and extend our roads and 
rail communications and with this our eco-
nomic connections with People's China 
and the Soviet Union will be greatly im-
proved. We hope to have correct trading 
relations with the West and with our 
neighbours of South-East Asia. We will 
develop our relations on the basis of the 
five points in the common declaration 
made after the meeting between Chou-En-
lai and Nehru. We will do everything 
possible to have economic and cultural 
relations with the South." 

The five points in the declaration men-
tioned were:— 

1. Mutual respect for each other's terri-
torial integri ty and sovereignty; 

2. Non-aggression; 

3. Non-interference in eaoh other 's In-
ternal affairs; 

4. Equality and mutual benefit; 

5. Peaceful co-®xlstenc«. 

I t takes no great stretch of imagination 
to picture the enthusiasm with which the 
Viet-Nam people look ahead, confident 
t ha t In peace, with wise leadership they 
can build a happy and prosperous tree 
nation. 

Irish men and women will rejoice at 
the prospect now opened up for a hitherto 
oppressed people and themselves gain con-
fidence that Ireland too can win her free-
dom and independence. 

PEACE IN EUROPE 

With inspired propaganda for the re-
armament of Western Qermany being in-
tensified by those who failed to prevent 
peace in Indo-China, the Soviet Union 
urges that all European countries and the 
United States with China attending as an 
observer should at tend a conference on 
European Collective Security. 

While urging the other powers to pre-
pare proposals, the Soviet Union herself 
proposed: a Joint examination of its pro-
posal to Join the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, to contain German militar-
ism within certain limits, and the bnn-

and concentrate the manpower and raw 
materials wasted In war, into useful chan-
nels in the interests of the people. 

P.S.—I could almost hear the gunfire 
from the China Sea as I finished the above 
notes. Screaming press headlines told of 
the unfortunate Skymaster aeroplane 
disaster and drew the most fantast ic con-
clusions about Chinese aggression. 

With a promptitude unprecedented in 
diplomatic circles the Chinese Peoples 
Government sent a full apology and 
offered to pay compensation. At the same 
time the Chinese Government said the 
provocations of Chiang Kai Shek from 
Formosa were primarily responsible, and 
tha t the Skymaster had been mistaken for 
one of his planes. 

Nevertheless Mr. Faster Dulles, fuming 
with rage at the peaceful conclusion of 
the Indo-Chinese war launched a bit ter 
attack on Chinese aggressors. An Ameri-
can General told the world he had ordered 
his pilots to "shoot first and question 
afterwards. ' ' 

Then two Chinese planes are shot down 
by Yankee planes on the flimsy excuse 
that they had fired on U.S. aircraft 
searching for Skymaster survivors. 

It should be noted tha t the U.S. planes 
were flying in Chinese waters, that 
America is dead Set on Using every « n d 
any means of destroying the possibility 
of peace arising from the Oreat Geneva 
settlement on Indo-Chtna. 

This would be an appropriate moment 
for Eire firmly to declare her support for 
peaceful negotiations between the Powers 
for the settlement of all differences and 
for the end of the cold war. 

Only in such a world situation can 
Eire's hopes for a United Independent Ire-
land succeed and the Irish people in com-
mon with the people of the world settle 
down to peace and prosperous progress. 

SCROOGE 1TD. 
( ^ E N T R A L Bank Scrooges are 

lamenting the rl»e In SMte costs. 
Terrible things wil l happen If It is not 
cut down. This spate of tears at the 
end of July Is believed to be designed 
to bring preesure on the Government 
to cut down social services. That's 
how the health bill goes west. 
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DORMAN (8th Army) O'GOWAN LEARNS NOTHING 
Y l f H E N the Anti-Partition League 

held a meeting at Manchester 
the ninety people who attended were 
treated to another of Dorman 
O'Gowan s reactionary diatribes 
against the "east." 

His thesis was the fami l iar one 
which the Anti-Partit ion League 
leaders in London have followed as 
an inexperienced traveller follows a 
will o" the wisp, through the post-
war years—that idea that if Ireland 
were united she would join in 
Britain's wars. 

This time he was more explicit. 
He claimed that in a United Dail 

Eireann there would be forty votes 
from the north all in favour of the 
"free world." He did not add that 
if his votes would do that they 
would also vote Ireland back into 
the Commonwealth. 

Ex-British Army general (formerly 
called Dorman-Smith) and an in-
veterate enemy of even mild Repub-
licanism, Dorman O'Gowan would 
like to see the Northern Unionist 
votes brought into Dublin to outvote 
De Valera. 

He misses two things. First, that 
his beloved British Commonwealth 

is no longer anxious for a war 
between the two halves of the 
world, and so will bribe nobody to 
bring about what it doesn't want. 
Secondly, if the border were 
removed, the Northern Ireland elec-
torate might vote for social progress 
—they might, if one judges f rom the 
Health Bill, just as likely vote for 
the Fianna Fail he dislikes as the 
Unionists he pays compliments to. 

Dorman O'Gowan has missed the 
historical bus. He would do well to 
confine himself to wri t ing his 
memoirs — in between correcting 
other people's! 

L E I I E 

Trade Union talks 
halt while ballot 

is taken 
1 \ ISCUSSIONS which have been con-
J -' t inuing for some months under the 
chairmanship of Professor Busteed (they 
chose him as a neutral cha i rman by taking 
his name out of a hat, a n d curiously 
enough he has proved a very good one!) 
between the T.U.C. and C.I.U. in Dublin 
have resulted in interim agreement to con-
sult the membership. 

Crux is the old issue of Ir ish or British-
based unions which still overlies the vital 
issue of the trade unions doing their job 
against the boss. 

Danger is tha t insistence on Irish-based 
unions may lead to a split a long the lines 
of the present border, and some think the 
present unsatisfactory situation preferable 
to that. 

It should be emphasised t h a t the pre-
sent tangle in Irish trade unionism arises 
directly f rom the existence of partition. 
When Ireland was partitioned the border 
cut across innumerable social, cultural and 
historical ties. 

The best service British workers can do 
the Irish unions is while recognising the 
right of the Irish workers to have their 
own unions, to keep the closest friendly 
and fraternal relations with all Irish wor-
kers, and to work for the end of the un-
natural partit ion which is the basic cause 
of the present situation. 

NOTES & NEWS 
" W H A T do 

' ' Dermot 
Well, we'll tel 
garet Smythe. 

you think Mr. and Mrs. 
Smythe's baby is called? 
you. Deirdre Aileeii Mar-

Good luck! 

* * 

We were told 111 Bayswater thai there 
were high jinks at Castle Donnington, 
Nottingham. The man who led the Isle 
of Gram strike was sacked. When they 
couldn't get him reinstated the boys 
downed tools, but lor some reason lacking 
union support, they could do little about 
it, and "jacked" the job in a body. 

Well, tha t ' s good, to see militancy and 
independence. But alter it's finished, isn't 
the position just as it they had all been 
sacked? Has the employer been taught a 
lesson? It is important even when things 
don't suit us to STAY AND FIGHT. 

The wejcome publicity of the Radio 
Eireann broadcast on the Connolly Asso-
ciation has brought a number of enquiries 
for the " I r ish Democrat." Do you send 
the paper home when you have read it? 
You should! People are asking for it. 
The address is 53 Rosoman Street. Tell 
everybody, because a number of letters 
have come to old offices we vacated some 
time ago — one was addressed "Irish 
Democrat, England." 

There is a new Dance Hall being started 
up in All Saints, Manchester, and we hope 
shortly to be able to give readers a lull 
account of it. It is thought t h a t lar from 
competing with existing excellent accom-
modation, it will result in drawing a larger 
number of Irish from Lancashire and the 
West Riding into the city, especially at 
week-ends. 

A Scotsman jailed in Belfast told Lord 
Chief Justice MacDermott that he had 
undergone 13 months' corrective training 
in Edinburgh, but in Belfast he found him-
self an ordinary prisoner. He had found 
the difference between Belfast and Edin-
burgh "amazing.'' There were no facilities 
for corrective training In Belfast. The 
Crown representative could tell the court 
nothing about Belfast, and the Lord Chief 
Justice said this was "intolerable." 

## 

Orangeman says: 

"NOT ASHAMED OF TONE 
A SPEECH made by an Orange spokesman on July 12th is to 

be issued by the Anti-Partition League of London as a 
pamphlet. 

Speaker was Mr. James McQui dd y at an Orange Demonstra-
tion at Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone. 

Most O r a n g e m e n , he sa id , w e r e n o t and that to deny everything Irish was to 
a s h a m e d o f Tone, M c C r a c k e n a n d deny their birthright. 
Mitchel l or a n v o t h e r " I r i sh r e b e l " M r ; Feehan said the speech was 

, . a n o t a b | e o n e a n d h e w a s p r o u t i to give 
w h o stood u p aga ins t E n g l a n d w h e n j t e v e r y p u b | j C j t y . 
r i gh t and j u s t i c e d e m a n d e d it. T h e "Ir ish Democrat" was the first 

Mr. McQuiddy said tha t "Ulster Union- p a p e r to point out that there is a section 
ists" distrusted and disliked the English m the six counties which while calling 
more than the "Southern Republicans." 

J T was a pity, he thought, t ha t Unionist 
leaders should attack the Irish lan 

guage, for a man "can be an Irish speaker 
without being a Sinn Feiner." He said 
the Irish heri tage and culture belonged to tar ian th inking 

itself Orange does not accept the impasse 
into which Brit ish Tory-Unionism has led 
the Protes tant population. 

IT is essential for opponents of Partition 
to expunge every single trace of see-

the Orange as much as the Nationalists 
from their outlook in 

^ '.i^i 

/ # Get out" orders 
on the 'Twelfth' 

BELFAST City Corporation has 
taken revenge on tenants who 

gave the game away in the recent 
Housing Enquiry, when it was 
established that people had got 
houses who ought not to have got 
them. 

The bombshell 'fell on July 12th, 
when those who had given evidence 
voluntarily at the Court of Enquiry, 
when serious irregularities were 
alleged and subsequently estab-
lished, were told "Get out." 

It had been urged during the 
enquiry that no action should be 
taken against those who voluntarily 
gave evidence against themselves. 
But this principle was rejected by 
the Corporation. 

The result would be that in the 
event of any other question of 
irregularities arising in the Cor-
poration, those responsible for it if 
it existed would not be in so much 
danger of exposure. 

§ 

L IE T T IE 
T WAS very pleased to see in your recent 
" issue a strong appeal to Irish workers 
in agriculture to join their trade union. 

We in Britain need to produce all the 
food we can, but the agricultural workers 
also have a stern fight to improve their 
wages and conditions, which lag so far 
behind those in industry. Irish land work-
ers, by joining their T .U. can help to 
strengthen the fight and secure Improve-
ments for all concerned. I t is very good 
news that the leaders of the National 
Union of Agricultural Workers appreciated 
this point. 

I should like to take this opportunity of 
drawing the attention of Irishmen work-
ing on the land to the C O U N T R Y STAN-
DARD, which for 19 years has battled for 
improvements for farmworkers' condi-
tions and for 100 per cent trade unionism. 
The paper also deals with agricultural 
policy from a Socialist point of view, which 
no other publication docs. Copies can bo 
obtained from 27 Bedford Street, London, 
W.C.2., 3d. each; six months' subscription 
2/3 post free. 

JACK D U N M A N , 
Editor. 

order to make it as easy as possible for 
these Protestants to realise their national 
heritage. 

This applies most of all to the working 
class. The workers of the six counties 
suffer unemployment as a result of 
Britain's war preparation plus the after-
effects of Part i t ion. Lack of democracy, 
housing, trade union recognition, and 
countless other evils which they suffer 
because they have absorbed the lie that 
Home Rule is Rome Rule. 

If when they look at the anti-Parti t ion 
movement they see nothing but sectarian 
Hibernianism, shopkeeper and publican 
politicians hostile or indifferent to the 
working class, then they will cling to the 
devil they know. 

The Protestant workers of Northern 
Ireland have a great record of "standing 
up against England when r ight and justice 
demand it," provided they understand the 
need for it. 

from AUSTRALIA 
From the Waterside Workers' Federation 

Y \UR Union has always taken the view-
that the fight for peace is one of vital 

interest for the Trade Union Movement 
We believe tha t if the Trade Union Move-
ment throughout the world would raise its 
voice in unison against the warmongers, 
and demand that all points of inter-
national conflict shall be settled only by 
negotiation: peace and security could be 
guaranteed for the people of all lands. 

I take this opportunity to convey to your 
Association on behalf of our Federation, 
our appreciation of the work done by 
James Connolly during his life-time for 
the workers' cause; not only in his native 
Ireland, but for the workers of all coun-
tries. 

We also trust that your fight for tin-
unification of the Irish nation will con-
tinue to expand, and will eventually b>-
crowned with the success it deserves. 

Yours fraternally, 
J. HEALY, 

Gen. Secretarv. 

from BARBADOS 
T AM a member of the newly-formed 

"Caribbean Christian Socialist Party" 
of Barbados, led by Mr. Carlton Gill, a 
young headmaster of the Regent High 
School. I am eighteen years and eight 
months of age and sat my high school 
finals in June 1953 and am not yet em-
ployed. My wish is to come to England. I 
want to be a writer and to study at a 
trade union centre. I would like to spend 
about three or four years there and return 
to Barbados to be general seoretary of our 
Union and to run for a seat in the Bar-
bados House of Assembly. 

Could you all receive me, help me to 
have a job. T h e passage money to England 
is 336 dollars. 

H Y L V E S T E R M A Y E R S 

[The trouble is, Hylvester, tha t our type in 
Britain come by money no easier than 
you do. There is an organisation in Lon-
don called the Caribbean Labour Con-
gress. They too have no spare money, 
but they might offer you advice. They 
are at 3 Robert St., London. N.W.I—Ed.] 

INTERNATIONAL TURF 
EXPERTS MEET IN DUBLIN 

from IRISH SCIENTIST' 
Europe. Yet we continually hear the "old 
argument tha t Ireland is a small nation 
and cannot be expected to carry on' 
research and development. Compared 
with the work being done in Finland, 
Denmark. Germany, etc., Ireland's contri-
bution is indeed small. Bord na Mona 
finances no research at the universities 
and its research and development station 

r | "HE representatives of 15 nations, 
including Iceland and the U . S .A., 

met in Dublin in July to discuss all 
aspects of t u r f ; its properties, win-
ning and uses. 

From the papers read at the conference, 
it is clear t ha t turl will play an increas-
ingly important role in the industries of operates on what can be considered as an 
the world. This is even more true for entirely inadequate sum. 
Ireland, so poor in some natura l resources, Adequate salaries lor Irish scientists are 
so rich m others, of whldh turf is probably another essential, 
the most important. Little new, however, 
was said at the conference. 

In Ireland turf represents— 
(11 A virtually unlimited supply of 

power. 
(I l l The possible basis for a large 

chemical industry. 
UIIi The source of rich agricultural 

land, left when the bog has 
been cleared of turf . 

A FLOURISHING turt industry could 
provide employment and prosperity 

for Irish men and women, as well as pro-
viding a foundation for other industries. 
Prosperity need not depend on p a y i n g the 
workers the miserable wages tha t Bord na 
Mona oilers. Development is hampered 
nol helped by low wage policies. 

Such a turl industry must be based on 
considerable capital investment and on 
research and development. From the 
point of view of the amount and impor-
tance ol the turl being produced, Ireland 
ranks very high among the nations of 

C O N F E D E R A T I O N OF H E A L T H SERVICE E M P L O Y E E S 
A specialized Trade Union for Health Service Employees only 

JOIN TO-DAY — IT WILL PAY ! 
H e a d Office: 

M A N C H E S T E R I I 
1 i tus l i ford Av., L r v e n s h u l m e 

London Office: 
38 A R G Y L E S T R E E T 

W.C.I 

Scott ish Office: 
21 J I O L Y R O O D CRF.S. 

G L A S G O W , N.W.I 

DID YOU HEAR? 
beet, E X P E R I M E N T A L plots of sugar 

kale, potatoes, blueberries, peppermint 
and spearmint are in cultivation on a 2 ,500 

acre fa rm near Ballyforan, East Galway. 
Farm was reclaimed from bog by the Irish 
Sugar Co. Main product is grass which is 
transported by light railway after being 
mechanically mown, and processed in a 
huge factory Into high grade grass meal 
for cattle food. Who said there was no en-
terprise In Ireland? The only trouble is, 
who benefits? 

* * * 

Oundalk harbour is dredged again, and 
B. A I. vessels arc now resuming after four 
months interruption. It is a great pity that 
the smaller ports tend to be put out of 
business by the larger, and Dundalk is 
well placed to serve Louth, Monaghan and 
Cavan—and Armagh too were it not for 
the border. 

* * * 

E.S.B. c u r r e n t s h o u l d be a v a i l a b l e on 
Inishmore (Aran) this year. Oil and wind 
g e n e r a t o r s will be used. The great problem 
on all i s l a n d s of l i m i t e d extent is the way 
the bogs are cut out over g e n e r a t i o n s and 
there remains no local fuel. G e n e r a t i o n of 
e lec t r i c i ty will be a great e a s e m e n t . 
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JAMES CONNOLLY IN SALFORD 
C A L F O R D C ITY , a typical product 
~ of the industrial revolution, lies 
cheek by jowl wi th its sister city 
Manchester. Unlike other large cities 
it has no imposing civic or govern-
mental buildings, and no main square. 
The Town Hall is set back unobtru-
sively of! the main road and is fronted 
by the small Bexley Square. 

Bexley Square is known to thousands of 
Irish people at home and abroad as the 
assembly point for the Manchester Martyrs 
procession, held annual ly in November. 
But this is also of interest in that it was 
here that James Connolly, the Irish La-
bour leader, held some of his most, notable 
meetings in 1902. At one meeting of par-
ticular interest he gave a lecture on the 
subject of "The working class and trusts." 

DECLINE OF AN EMPIRE 
In th:.-. lecture the clear incisive quality 

of Connolly's th inking is shown at its bes t 
So far as is known it was never printed 
in his published works. In simple terms 
understood to the working-class audience 
he addressed, he drew a clear picture of 
the way in which capital was becoming 
more and more concentrated in monopo-
lies and trusts. 

He showed how the growing power of 
American capital was taking over the posi-
tion of dominance occupied up till then by 
the British Empire, and how this would 
lead to a struggle between Britain and 
the United States for control of the world 
markets. He said t h a t the outcome of this 
struggle would be to create the conditions 
for the setting up of socialist governments 
throughout the world. 

Looking back over half a century it is 
clear tha t history h a s proved Connolly to 
be correct. I t is no cause for surprise, 
therefore, to learn t h a t a very able de-
fender of the Tory Par ty in Salford, one 
Abraham Williamson (Councillor) was 
often left floundering when he took par t 
in public debates against Connolly in the 
summer of 1902. 

WORKERS U N I V E R S I T Y 
During his propaganda campaign the 

Irish Labour leader made use of Blatch-
ford's weekly newspaper, "The 'Clarion," 
to advertise his meeting and lectures. He 
attracted many Irish workers around him, 
and his pamphlet, "Erin's Hope,'' selling 

by 
JOSEPH DEIGHAN 

at a penny, had a wide circulation in Sal-
ford and Manchester. 

These were the years when the idea of 
socialism were first beginning to be un-
derstood in a practical way. by the mass 
of the British'working people. The street 
corner meetings, lectures in their small 
poorly equipped clubrooms were their uni-
versities. 

In Connolly the workers had; a first-rate 
teacher. The titles of some of the lectures 
he gave during his stay in Lancashire in-
dicate that he has attained by hard study 
and experienoe a wide knowledge of the 
problems facing the people. Among his 
subjects were "The mission of the working 
class," "Trade Unionism—its limitations," 
"The politics of Labour," "Socialism and 
Republicanism" and the "Contradictions of 
Capitalism." 

BON V O Y A G E 
Towards the end of August Connolly's 

campaign in Salford came to a close. The 
following report taken from a local news-
paper will be of interest to "Democrat" 
readers and gives some indication of the 

HITHERTO U N P U B L I S H E D 

F A C T S 
A B O U T C O N N O L L Y 

impact Connolly had on the local Labour 
movement. 

"A social gathering was held in the 
Social Democratic Club, Trafford Road, on 
Saturday evening, 23rd August, to meet 
Mr. James Connolly of the Irish Socialist 
Republican Party and Editor of the 
'Workers' Republic.' Mr. Connolly has just 
completed a course of lectures delivered by 
him this summer in Salford and he now 
sails for the U.S.A. where he will under-
take a tour extending over three months, 
under the auspices of the Socialist Labour 
Par ty of America. 

"His first lecture in America is to be 
given on 15th September in the Cooper 
Union, the largest hall in New York, and 
he will visit most of the principal towns 
in the U.S.A. The American Socialists 
seem to be undertaking the arrangements 
for the tour in a most enterprising fashion 
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THE SNOWY-BREASTED PEARL 
r j ^ H E R E ' S a Cool leen fa i r as M a y , f o r a year a n d f o r a d a y 

I h a v e s o u g h t by ev ' ry w a y h e r h e a r t to gain. 
T h e r e ' s no a r t of tongue or eye , f o n d y o u t h s w i th m a i d e n s t ry . 

Bu t I ' ve t r i ed wi th cease less s igh, ye t f r ied in va in . 
If to F r a n c e o r far-off Spa in , she 'd c ross the w a t ' r y m a i n 

To see h e r face again t h e s e a s I'd brave, 
And if ' t is h e a v e n ' s decree , t h a t m i n e she may not be. 

May t h e Son of Mary m e in m e r c y save. 

Oh 1 thou b l o o m i n g mi lk -wh i t e dove , to w h o m I 've g iven t r u e love. 
Do n o t e v e r thus r ep rove m y cons t ancy . 

T h e r e a r e m a i d e n s would be m i n e , w i t h wea l th in l and or kine, 
If m y h e a r t would but, inc l ine to t u r n f r o m thee . 

But a kiss w i t h welcome b land , a n d a touch of t h y f a i r h a n d . 
A r e a l l t h a t I d e m a n d w o u l d ' s t thou not s p u r n , 

For if not m i n e dea r girl , oh ! m y s n o w y - b r e a s t e d pea r l . 
May I n e v e r f r o m the f a i r w i t h l i fe r e t u r n . 
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FARMING ON "SLIPPERY SLOPE" 
iTPHE Crichel Down alTair is a God-send 

to the Tory Minister of Agriculture, 
said Aid. F. G. Gooch, M P , at the An-
nual Commemoration of the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs ' t ransported for joining the 
Landworkers' Trade Union a century ago) 
because it, enabled him to evade the real 
issues of farming. 

"The plain fact," he said, "is that this 
Government has brought farming again 
to the edge of the slippery slope. In the 
inter-war years at the bottom of the 
slope was bankruptcy for hundreds of 
farmers and 25 / - a week for those farm-
workers who were fortunate enough to 
get a job." 
The most urgent question, said Alder-

man Gooch was fa rm wages. He pledged 
the National Union of Agricultural Work-
ers to continue unabated pressure until 
I he weekly wage of £7 for I imeworkers 
was achieved. 

IRISH, TOO 
Irish farmworkers in Altrincham, 

Choshire, bought the "Irish Democrat" 
avidly, and road of how by joining the 

N.U.A.W. and taking an active part In 
trade unionism they oan assist their Bri-
tish fellow-workers and themselves share 
in the benefits. 

The Association is also holding meet-
ings in the rich farming areas of Leicester-
shire, where every year thousands of 
Irishmen get in the harvest lor the busy 
farmers. 

And all discussion of the weather is 
barred! 

HYPOCRITES 
T W O elderly hypocrites sat, in Washing-
* ton and agreed that "nations divided 

against their will" should be helped to 
achieve unity through free elections. 

Some people thought about, Ireland, 
divided against her will since 1920 without 
ever being offered an election or needing 
one indeed when 80 per cent of her 
people voted for a republic and asked if 
this meant Ireland It, doesn't apply to 
Ireland was the answer. 

When it suits them they'll pay lip-
service to anything! 

and it is mentioned in their journal, the 
'Weekly People.' that the meetings are to 
be advertised, amongst other ways, by 
posters nine feet by twelve feet. 

"On the above occasion upwards of one 
hundred people assembled, to give Mr. 
Connolly a hearty 'send-off and with 
toasts, songs and music a very enjoyable 
evening was spent." 

Connolly's tour of the United States 
lasted four months, af ter which he re-
turned to Dublin. In September. 1903, he 
sailed again for America and remained 
there until 1910 as an organiser in the In-
ternational Workers of the World organi-
sation. more commonly known as the 
"Wobblies." 

Here he met Fa ther Haggarty, an active 
member of the I.W.W. who. like Father 
Michael O'Flanagan in Ireland, supported 
the workers' cause, and was the author 
of the pamphlet. "Economic Discontent." 

It is interesting to speculate as to what 
would be the attitude of the present U.S. 
administration to a lecture tour by James 
Connolly to-day. It is certain that Senator 
McCarthy would not approve. 

SUPPORT FOR DUBLIN 
S T R I K E R S 

I t is not until November, 1913, that Man-
chester again had the privilege of a visit 
f rom Connolly. 

He came not as a little-known propa-
gandist for socialism and Irish freedom, 
but as an internationally-known leader of 
the Irish workers. He came with Jim Lar-
kin and the names of Larkin and Connolly 
were front-page news in the national 
dailies of Britain. 

This was the year of the famous Dublin 
strike, brought on by William Martin 
Murphy, the richest man in Dublin, owner 
of the "Irish Independent," the Dublin 
Tramways and Jacob's Biscuit Factory. He 
had tried to smash t h e Irish Transport & 
General Workers' Union by purging all 
the union members f rom the tramways 
and the biscuit factory. His employees 
fought back heroically, and were soon 
joined by railwaymen, carters, dockers and 
seamen. All Dublin was in an uproar and 
baton charges by the R.I.C. on the work-
ers' meetings took place daily. 

Funds were badly needed to carry on 
the struggle and Larkin and Connolly 
turned to the workers of Britain. One such 
meeting was held in the Free Trade Hall 
in Manchester on November 15th. So wide 
was the response t h a t the hall was packed 
to the doors, and Connolly, during the 
course of the meeting, came outside to ad-
dress an overflow crowd in the neighbour-
ing Southgate. 

The "Manchester Guardian" in its re-
port of these meetings noted the fact that 
Larkin and Connolly did not confine 
themselves solely to the strike issue, but 
also demanded national independence for 
Ireland. 

From almost every union in England 
and Scotland donations were sent. The 
T.U.C., Labour Party, and the Co-operative 
Union sent funds and foodships. 

Thus was Connolly's policy put into ac-
tion. The unity of British and Irish work-
ers in a struggle together for their com-
mon interests. It is true that the em-
ployers and their allies the more conser-
vative-minded leaders of British Labour, 
succeeded m stemming the advance. But 
those who follow in Connolly's footsteps 
to-day. know tha t this unity Ls being 
forged again on a wider and firmer basis. 

In our lifetime the call for unity in 
action of the British and Irish together 
with the Colonial peoples, will sound the 
death-knell of British Imperialism, "the 
never-failing source of all our ills." 

OUT OF EGYPT 
INTO CYPRUS 

g R I T I S H troops are to leave Egypt. 
They went in "for one year only" 

( fai thful promise)—as far back as 1872. 
It is to be hoped Ireland doesn't have 

to wait so long. In 1921 it was solemnly 
promised partition was "only for five 
years "—on the same reckoning the end ol 
partition would come in 2314 A.D.! 

We're in a hurry, can't, wait that long 

A L T E R N A T I V E 
Now the Mediterranean base is to be 

established in Cyprus. 

Cyprus doesn't want it. But she hasn't 
been asked. All political parties in this 
Greek island want to return to Greece. 

A new constitution is to be imposed on 
the island In which the British Govern-
ment does what it chooses- the familiar 
pattern. Cypriots in London are pro-
testing, and all Irishmen will support 
thom. 

James Connolly 
Memorial in 

Clones 
P R E L I M I N A R Y arrangements for 
* the erection of a monument in 
the town to the memory of James 
Connolly, the 1916 leader, were made 
at a meeting of Clones U.D.C. 

A committee under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Joseph Connolly, U.D.C. 
(no relation of the leader), was 
formed, other officers appointed 
being: Hon. secretary, Mr. J. M. 
Smyth, town clerk; assistant hon. 

§ 
5 
§ 
5 
5 

5 
§ 

§ 
secretary, Mr . Mart in M'Cabe, Sj 
county l ibrarian; hon. treasurers, 
Messrs. P. McGoldrick, U.D.C., and 3 

§ J. McEnerney, U.D.C., both old t 
% I.R.A. men. Committee members ^ 
S are: Councillors S. Keary, J. § 
V McManus, T . O'Connor, G. Patton, c 
2 J. Maguire and J. J . ' McCabe, £ 
S Messrs. J. McDermott, P. McCabe, § 
K E. Sherry, J. Spratt, M.C.C., J. K 
£ O'Grady, P.C., and Capt. FitzPatrick 

The monument will be in the § 
C form of a life-sized figure of Con- § 
r nolly attired in ful l military uniform 2 
S and carrying a rifle. 3 
C It is believed that the entire cost a 

wil l amount to several thousand 
S pounds. Appeals for funds will be 3 
C made to all I r ish organisations in K 
f America, Canada, Australia, Eng- r 
S (and and Scotland, a n d a l s o 5 
§ throughout Ireland. § 

l̂ ?*, 

WHERE ? 
OH! WHERE? 

" Y O U think we've got a private mint 
Or cellar stacked with froodle. 

You must do, or you'd never stint 
Our Fighting Fund — would 

Youdle ? 
# # • 

You know as well as we do that 
You've cash for beer and Guinness 

Send some to save the "Democrat" 
From CREDITORS on the menace! 

* * * 
The seriousness of the situation can be 

judged by its effect on the Editorial 
Board. What's more, we warn literary 
experts that if some money doesn't come 
into the fund in the meantime there'll be 
W O R S E next month. 

Where, oh, where will the treasurer get 
£100 to tide over the expensive months of 
the summer campaign with its inflated 
travelling expenses and printing? 

Only from you, readers. Pearse said the 
Ir ish People never failed to provide their 
political movements with funds—provided 
they were poor enough. Well, some of 
you aren't so poor. 

OUR THANKS T O — 
Birmingham readers, £1 /7 /1 ; Birming-

h a m (anon.), 10/J; Gorbals readers, 3/11; 
A. MacK., l id . ; Partick, 6d.; F. McTaggert, 
2 / 8 ; Cricklewood reader, 6d.; Kilburn 
readers, 2/7; Kevin Donegan, 14/8; D. 
McVeigh, 6/-; M. Rappoport, 5 / - ; Water-
side Workers, £ 2 / 2 / - ; S. Fisher, 2/3; T . 
Watters, 10/-; P. MacLaughlln, £1 ; Hugh 
McGovern, 2/6; A. Olgges, 5 / - ; P. O'Hig-
gins, 4 /6 ; F. O'Keeffe, 4 /6 ; C. Murphy, 6d.; 
total , £8 /5 /3 . 

FIRST WAGE-CUT 
$ I R WALTER M O N C K T O N , the 
^ man who refused to meet the 
Belfast trade unionists (don't imagine 
his successor wi l l be any better now 
he goes!) has just carried through 
the first Government-sponsored wage 
reduction for sixteen years. 

During; the Black-and-Tan period, while 
telling the British people about th? ter-
rible "Sinn Feiners," Lloyd Geoi , • cut 
Brit ish workers' wages by 35 per cent. 

Victims are the catering workers, one 
of the worst organised sections. All Irish-
men in this line of business should join 
their appropriate trade union at once. 
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70 YEARS AGO 
The birth of the G.A.A. 

There might be a 

JOB 
L O N D O N 

In the vicinity of St. Paul's Cathedral 
there are several large contracts concerned 
with the construction of office blocks. 
Contractors are Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, McAlpines. Dove Bros.. Trollope 
and Colls. 

At Lime Street, off Fenchurch Street, 
Mowlems are the contractors for an office 
block. 

In Chancery Lane. Tersons are the con-
tractors for a safe depository building. 

Tot tenham Court Road, behind the 
Dominion, the new T.U.C. building Is be-
ing erected by McAlpines. 

P R O V I N C E S 

Bootle.—Country Primary School. Nor-
west Construction Co. Ltd. 

Chorley (Lanes.).—Liptrot Farm site. IT 
houses, Baxendale Bros.; 15 houses. J. W. 
Lee Ltd.; 18 houses, J. & H. Bullogh Ltd.; 
50 houses, Wm. Townson & Sons Ltd. 

Northampton—School at Trinity Ave-
nue. A. Roberts & Co. 

Huvton-with-Robv (Lanes.).—72 houses 
at St. John's Road site, Albert Bros. 

Walsall—58 houses at Irvine Road, 
direct labour. 

Belfast.—172 houses and 34 flats at Clara 
Park etate. Orbit (N.I.) Ltd. 

Sheffield.—132 dwellings on Greenhill 
Estate. Direct labour. 

Swindon.—197 Easiform houses and flats 
at Penhill, J. Laing. 

Hartford (Cheshire).—Secondary school. 
Tysons. 

Weaverham (Cheshire!. — Secondary 
school, Tysons. 

Chester.—Houses and flats at Blacon, 
Thomas Warrington. 

Leicester.—26 shops, 22 maisonnettes at 
Eyres Monsell estate, C. W. & A. L. 
Hughes. 

Maidstone (Kent).—40 Easiform houses 
at Shepway estate, Gough Cooper & Co. 
Ltd. 

Birmingham.—Primary, junior and in-
fants ' schools at Broadmeadow Lane. F. 
Deeley Ltd, Vic Hallam Ltd. 

Smethwick.—Chance Technical College 
extension, William Jackson. 

Luton.—175 houses on Ramridge No. 2 
estate, G. Wimpey. 

Halifax —68 flats at Mixenden and four 
fiats a t IUingworth, Marshall & Rush-
worth. 

Grantham—56 houses and 16 bungalows, 
Site No. 6. Harrowby, W. Dobie and Sons. 

Preston.—Secondary school. T. Croft & 
Sons Ltd. 

Derby.—Secondary school, Mackworth 
estate, direct labour. 

Farnworth (Lanes.).—Secondary school. 
Greenland Road, John Dickinson & Co. 
(Bolton) Ltd. 

Dunstable. — Extensions to Vauxhall 
Motors Ltd. 

Stevenage (Herts .) . -Two factories on 
the industrial site. John Laing. 

Liverpool —16 shops, 32 flats, 22 garages, 
etc., Southdene. Kirkby, Peak Construction 
Co.' 

Manchester — Langley estate, Middleton. 
247 houses, H. Owen & Son; 147 houses, 
W P Mitchell Ltd.; 285 houses, direct 
labour; 42 flats, Henry Boot & Sons. 

Bol ton , -Great Lever secondary School, 
Stanley Porter Ltd. 

Wortley (Yorks.).—48 flats, 46 houses, 12 
bungalows at Lane End, Chapeltown, R 
C. Brindley & Co. 

S C O T L A N D 

Glasgow —Shops & maisonnettes. Field-
head Square. Eastwood, R. W. Stewart & 
Co • Primary school, Drumchapel, Bristol 
Aeroplane Co.; Secondary school at 
Knightswood, James Miller. 

Dundee.—430 houses at Angus and 
Douglas Bttes, The Scottish Construction 
Co., D. Dron, James Mtller and Partners, 
Athol Houses. 

C E V E N T Y years ago, in the year 
^ 1884, a small group of men met at 
the Commercial Hotel, Thurles, and 
there in a small room, the Gaelic 
Athletic Association was officially 
founded. I use the word "officially" 
because this meeting was the culmi-
nation of a year of propaganda and 
planning. 

The idea of a National Athletic Associa-
tion had its origins long before this meet-
ing took place. It went back to the time 
of Thomas Francis Meagher, who seems to 
have been the first to have conceived the 
idea. I t was af terwards taken up by the 
Fenian John O'Mahony, who after the ill-
fated attempt at insurrection in 1848 went 
around the country trying to rouse the 
people from the apathy tha t followed the 
famine, and the reactionary leadership of 
the aged Daniel O'Connell. 

One of the ways in which he tried to 
re-awaken the nat ional oonsciousness was 
by organising Hur l ing matches which were 
also a means of disseminating separatist 
propaganda. Hurl ing, be it remembered, 
was Ireland's nat ional game in days gone 
by. 

Although John O'Mahony did not live 
to see the birth of the G.A.A.. he probably 
did more than any other man to prepare 
the ground for it. 

After the defeat of the Fenian insurrec-
tion in 1867. popular opinion turned more 
and more to the developing land agitation, 
and this was coupled with a growing pro-
minence of the Irish Parliamentary Par ty 
under the banner of Home Rule. 

The Fenians, or. as they became known, 
the Irish Republican Brotherhood, found 
their support dwindling away and aban-
doned any hope of immediate insurrection. 
They began to turn their attention to 
ways and means of keeping the separatist 
idea alive in the face of the challenge of 
Constitutional Home Rule which did not 
include independence. The land campaign 
was reaching its height . Parnell's "Plan 
of Campaign" and " the New Departure" 
found the Fenians divided on policy to be 
adopted towards these developments. 

by 
PATRICK CLANCY 

4 SCHOOLTEACHER from Clare named 
^ V Michael Cusack was at this t ime en-
gaged in organising Hurling matches in 
Dublin with remarkable success. In 1879 
P. W. Nally, a member of the Inner Council 
of the I.R.B.. was delegated by the Council 
to meet Cusack and to discuss with him 
the idea of launching a Gaelic Sports 
movement. 

Cusack was not a member of the I.R.B. 
but held Republican and Separatist ideas, 
and the two seem to have reached agree-
ment. The meeting was followed by a 
series of articles in "The Irishman" popu-
larising the idea and pledging support. 

I t was, however, not t i l l five years later 
tha t the movement was launched. A meet-
ing of the inner Council of the I .R.B. held 
in 1883 decided that steps must be taken 
to get the movement started as soon as 
possible. 

T 1 7 T T H this object in view, P. N. Fitz-
gerald. Pat Hooton, John Mar ten 

and J im Boland constituted themselves a 
committee. They were fully alive to the 
danger of having their movement identi-
fied with politics; if there was anyth ing 
which would kill it at birth it would be 
to have it identified with physical force 
politics. 

It was therefore necessary to find out 
who would be less suspect than any of the 
provisional committee, yet simultaneously 
reliable and free from "West Brit ish" in-
fluence. The most suitable man was 
Michael Cusack, not identified with any 
political organisation, but heart and soul 
for the revival of Gaelic sports. 

So the bewhiskered schoolmaster from 
Clare was chosen for the task and indeed 
he was a man of powerful energy, striking 
personality, and well qualified for the task. 

By the beginning of 1884, Cusack had 
done all the preparatory work for the 
launching of the movement and had won 
over Michael Davitt, Justin MacCarthy 
and many other nat ional figures. I t was 
still necessary to find someone to act as 
patron who would command universal re-

spect and support. Cusack's thoughts 
turned to the patriotic Bishop of Clonfert, 
Dr. Duggan, the man who refused to have 
his politics determined by the hierarchy. 

I \R . DUGGAN boldly supported the Land 
• ' League in defiance of its condemna-
tion by his fellow-bishops of the hierarchy. 
While the hierarchy were condemning the 
extremists, he was advising William 
O'Brien not to fall out with extremists 
and used a witticism which he made fam-
ous. "They were extreme." he said, "be-
cause they were extremely right." 

On August 1st, 1884. a deputation waited 
on Dr. Duggan at h i s residence, to ask 
him to become pat ron. Dr. Duggan gave 
the project his blessing, but declared tha t 
it required a much younger man, and then 
went on to say:— 

" I can recommend you to a patr iot ic 
young clergyman, Dr . Croke, recently 
appointed Bishop of Cashel, who wi l l be 
sure to help you w i t h all the influence 
in his power." W h e n Dr. Croke was ap-
proached he readi ly agreed. 

NOTHING remained now but to get 
agreement as to where the headquar-

ters were to be. Provincial bias ruled out 
the capital, Dublin. Mallow was then con-
sidered, but finally Thurles , the traditional 
centre of Hurling, was chosen. Everything 
was now ready to announce the birth and, 
on October 27th, 1884. the following circu-
lar was sent out: — 

"You are earnestly requested to at tend 
a meeting which will be held at Thurles 
on the first of November to take steps 
for the preservation and cultivation of 
our national past imes, and for providing 
national amusements for the Irish 
people during the i r leisure hours. 

"The movement which it is proposed 
to inaugurate h a s been approved by 
Michael Davitt, Mr. Justin MacCarthy 
M.P., Mr. William O'Brien M.P., Mr. T. 
Harrington M.P. a n d other eminent men 
wh6 are interested In the Social eleva-
tion of the race. The place of the meet-
ing will be determined on at the Com-
mercial Hotel. Thurles , at two o'clock 
on the day of the meeting. 

M A U R I C E D A V I N , Carrick-on-Suir, 
M I C H A E L C U S A C K , Dublin." 

Thus the Gaelic Athletic Association 
was born, and to record its good work f r o m 
that day to this would demand m a n y 
volumes. 

and A I B C U T 
R E A D E R S will be sorry to hear Miss 

Kathleen Flynn is now temfeo-
rarily out of action through a lung 
infection. "It's only slight," she says, 
smiling philosophically. But her care-
free attitude does not hide the fact 
that she misses the fire and wit of 
active minds clashing in friendly com-
bat, a common occurrence at our Con-
nolly Association meetings. Anyone 
who has an imagination or who him-
self has been confined to bed for 
more than a month Will realise how 
welcome visitors are. Kathleen is a 
voracious reader. 

The long period in bed for lung cases 
is necessary while doctors only half do 
their job. If someone comes to a clinic 
with an illness only in the embryo stage, 
the usual comment is, "Go away and come 
back when you are really ill." It is ironi-
cal to notice what an uproar is caused by 
the monkeys in the London Zoo catching 
tuberculosis. 

"The public is a menace to the mon-
keys." is how one of the popular news-
papers expresses it. Perhaps, now, the 
natural benevolence felt by Tories towards 
monkeys would prod them into seriously 
tackling the T.B. menace among men. 

While celebrating the fact that World 
War II is now definitely over, we ought 
not to forget those men who "stood by" 
in Ireland. It Is Wrong for the "mer-
cenary'" types to sneer and say they stayed 
at home for fear of action in foreign 
armies. Most of the Emergency Volunteers 

with GERRARD CURRAN 

believed that Churchill was about to grasp 
the rich Irish soil below the Border in his 
podgy fist. This feeling was particularly 
strong in the Border towns. Kevin Done-
gal! f rom Dundalk was among those who 
"stood by," though he was not Just an 
Emergency Man. In all he was 14 years in 
the Ir ish Army. 

But even those who serve so fai thfully 
cannot stay and enjoy retirement. Kevin 
now works in a factory in Enfield. As 
he lives in Tottenham, he belongs to the 
North London branch of the Connolly 
Association. 

The proposals at present being made in 
Ireland to start Civil Defence activity 
brings to mind a story told by Mrs. Mairin 
Flynn, a Dublin girl. A Peace Group re-
cently approached different borough coun-
cils with the question, "What would you 
do if a H-bomb were dropped on your 
borough?" 

"We would have to wait for Fmchley 
to come and dig us out." came the reply 
from the Islington Council. It is surely 
the duty of councillors to be better in-
formed than this. Surely they realise tha t 
H-bomb devastation would extend a t least 
as far as Brighton. Or perhaps the reply 
was intended as cynicism, something 
which is apparently very common among 
our elders these days. 

Mrs. Flvnn, however, is not one to just 
sit on the ience and criticise. Her strenu-
ous efforts as a member of the Labour 
Party on behalf of peace and other such 

issues brought about her election on to 
the G.M.C. for Highbury Ward. 

Meet John Gal lagher , aged 20—Dublin 
born, but his paren ts are from Enniskillen. 

'He is one of those who wanted to see what 
was beyond the blue horizon, so he came 
to London via Stafford—but he is still 
a member of the Dublin A.E.U. 

A sprayer to-day, he installed milking 
machines in every county in Ireland. 

While at home he was a prominent mem-
ber of An Oige, and was at one time or 
another at every Youth Hostel in Treland. 
The first thing people ask when they go 
to a hostel even now is "Is Gallagher 
here?" Why? Because of his prowess on 
every conceivable k ind of harmonica—but 
his favourite ins t rument is a Steinway 
piano! 

* * * 

Liverpool Irish could do worse than con-
tact Mr. J J. S innot t at 74 Upper Parlia-
ment Street especially if they want to 
form a pipe-band. 

Mr. Sinnott—I d idn ' t ask him was he 
from Wexford, but I 'm assuming it on no 
authority—had hea rd of the proposal to 
erect a monument to James Connolly at 
Annalore, Co. Monaghan, and decided that 
Larkin's city might as well have one too 
but this time a living one. 

So lie Is proposing to form the James 
Connolly Memorial Pipe Band, as soon 
as he can get enough players and pipes 

It is a slow and expensive business get-
ting a band together, but there must be 
many players and potential supporters 
a m o n g t h e I r i s h p o p u l a t i o n of L iverpool . 
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SINGER AND AUDIENCE FAREWELL 
WH Y ARE WE I N T E R E S T E D I N FOLK 

S O N G ? W H A T IS OUR P U R P O S E 
IN S E E K I N G O U T A N D P U B L I C I S I N G 
OLD S O N G S A N D BALLADS? 

We believe that the future ol the world 
lies with the common people of the world. 
We believe this ol each nation individually 
a pa r t ol the world. We believe that m 

MR. P A T R I C K G A L V I N 

TOWNS AND 
CITIES 

A READER who is sometimes to be 
found in the 'Rifle Volunteer' asked a 

"Democrat" representative which boroughs 
in Ireland were classed as "cities'' and 
which as towns. 

Apparently there was some kind of a 
bet on it. 

So this is the letter which the "Irish 
Democrat" received from the Department 
of Local Government, Dublin, when the 
facts were sought f rom the most know-
ledgeable authority: — 

" I a m directed by the Minister f o r 
Local Government to refer to your let-
ter of 22nd July inquiring which 
boroughs in I re land rank as cities and 
which as towns, a n d to starte tWaV'city' 
is a t i t le without any special significance 
in local administrat ion. Dublin, Cork, 
Water ford, Limerick and Ki lkenny are 
referred to as cities in Acts relat ing to 
these places. Ga lway is known as 'The 
Cj ty Of the Tribes' but in the Local 
Goverment ( G a l w a y ) Act, 1937, a private 
Act promoted by the local authori ty , it 
is referred to as the town of Galway. 

M. L A V I N . 
Well, that letter was dated 27th July, 

and you couldn't have anything prompter 
or more definite! 

WHISKEY OR SCOTCH? 
its 
of 

own 
pot-

D O T E E N may come into 
again—in the sense 

distilled whiskey. 
An article in a London newspaper 

makes the correct point that the 
general run of Scotch whiskey isn't 
really whiskey at all, and the REAL 
Scotch whiskey (ugh ! nyum, nyum !) 
is very rarely come by. 

The proper stuff is made from a mash 
consisting of malted barley only, and it 
was distilled on a small scale lor local 
consumption until a f te r Culloden the 
Honoverian kill-joys came collecting their 
duty. Burns mentions "the cursed horse-
leeches o' the Excise!" 

Legalised- at £10 a licence and 2/3 a 
proof gallon, distilling was later carried 
out on an increasing scale Glenlivet. 
Clan Grant , and others still surviving. 
T H E N that scoundrel of an ,®neas Coffey 
* invented the continuous still; whiskey 

was ruined, doomed, stream-lined, mass-
produced, till now it is piling up in bonded 
warehouses and not even America will take 
enough of it. 

The pure malt mash became a thing of 
the past unmalted grains, rapid matura-
tion—oh, for the days of the pot still. 

And they may come back again, too. Un-
less the duty comes down and the home 
market is recovered. For the fact of the 
matter is that America is drinking in-
creasing quantities of home-produced rye-
spirit. and the present-day "blended" 
Scotch is (though a better product) not 
sufficiently better to compete 

Here's a chance for the poteen-makers 
Cannot the pinnacles of Talisker and Glen 
Mrtlir be adequately scaled in Baliycroy 
and Glencolumcille? 

Of course, remember, we're not advising 
you to try. We're only speculating- if you 
don't, you can't expect to accumulate. 

every nation it is the common people who 
have the power and the initiative to go 
lorward to a higher order ol Mirier., that 
one ol the many evidences of this powei 
;;nd initiative is the long tradition ol folk 
art cherished by the common people and 
that bringing this tradition into promi-
nence and respect is a vital means ol 
giving the people lull confidence m their 
own powers. 

H A V E WE S T U D I E D , OR EVEN CON-
S I D E R E D , W I T H S U F F I C I E N T CARE 
W H A T IN FACT T H E RESPONSE OF 
O U R A U D I E N C E R E A L L Y IS TO-
W A R D S THESE S O N G S IN G E N E R A L 
A N D I N P A R T I C U L A R ? 

purpose of communicating their theme 
and spirit to the rest ol the nation. 

Recentiv I was part of an audience 
which listened with great attention to hall 
a dozen dialed songs ol which not one 
word could be distinguished by them or 
by me. The leartion was two-told Many 
people possibly, I'm afraid, the majority 
—lelt (and some ol them said so > that it 
this was tolk song, to hell with it. I don't, 
blame them. The rest lelt that they them-
selves must lie at fault and went away 
feeling diffident and incapable of culture. 
For this, those responsible must be blamed. 

Behind this lack of insistence on making 
our material comprehensible there is, 
indeed, a contempt for the people that is 

No. Generally speaking it seems to be the opposite of what we desire, 
taken for granted that any performance A R E THERE ANY POLITICAL 

I M P L I C A T I O N S I N C E R T A I N OF 
T H E S E A T T I T U D E S A N D RES-
PONSES? 
Yes. indeed: and very important ones. 

The atti tude that the people are always 
and invariably right on every point is mere 
populism. If it were presented as a 
political theory it would be laughed out 
of court at once; but too often in cultural 

of any "lolk-song" to any audience must 
by na ture be A Good Thing. In fact, our 
audiences are very of ten pre-selected, and 
we sing to the converted; our audiences 
are polite, and applause is inevitable; our 
audiences are diffident and blame them-
selves, not us, l'or anything they do not 
understand; and on many points our 
audiences are ignorant, and take our word 
for it—often with little justification —that 
here is something they "ought" to like and matters anything goes. The lact that a 
support. 

W H A T IS, A N D W H A T S H O U L D BE, 
O U R A T T I T U D E T O W A R D OUR 
A U D I E N C E S ? 
"Good enough for the lobs." Believe it 

delicate composed song is commonly sung 
by Irish street-corner singers in the 
ranting-tearing "Nya-Nva" manner by no 
means proves tha t this is the "right" 'way 
to sing it. It is so sung simply because 
the street-corner singer knows no other 

or not, this view (in these or equivalent mode of singing and will apply this 
words i is less uncommon than you might method to all songs without distinction, 
suppose. Respect for the audience is vital, To present that mode to an English 
but not yet universal. Even such respect, audience, as the way to sing tha t song is 
however, is not enough. Every perform- merely to trade upon ignorance, a le Fleet 
ance should arouse its audience's enthu- Street. 
siasm, inspire its audience with self- Moreover, we are interested (see Section 
confidence and enhance the audience's I above i in folk ART, not in any and every 
understanding. I have been in the "song of the people." Many folk songs, 
audience at many performances that do genuinely deserving the name, are no 
none of these, and few indeed are the per-
formances that do all of them. 

Enthusiasm is fairly easy to arouse, 
since the audience will respond to a fine 
voice and accomplished presentation even 
apar t from the subject matter. Self-con-
fidence is a more subtle matter, and is 
closely bound up with understanding. To 
be emotionally stirred by something one 
does not understand may be very pleasant, 
but it does not increase self-confidence. 

As for understanding, this is, of course, 
a question of communication. The normal 
human means of communication is lan-
guage; in songs, of couse, the language is 
upheld, transmuted and intensified by the 
music, but should as it were float upon t h e ' i 
music, not be overwhelmed by it. I have 
heard many songs, written in plain Eng-
lish, which were incomprehensible because 
the words were not given the necessary 
priority. 

Further , there is the question of dialect. 
Many dialect songs are almost wholly 

more than average, and many are almost 
valueless. It is our business to distinguish. 

( I am speaking here solely of folk song 
in the stricter sense, and a m excluding 
f rom the argument the many fine ballads 
more correctly described as "popular 
songs" which in my opinion also deserve 
publicising. There are other such popu-
lar songs, however, which we should not 
present. As an Ir ishman I am thinking 
in particular of the "Paddies Evermore" 
type of song, regarded wi th disgust by 
the Irish, whose sole purpose is that of 
colonialism, but which I have heard 
from progressive platforms in this 
country.' 
The audience response ol "To hell with 

it" is part of a general anti-culture attitude 
singularly common in Britain, and very 
dangerous. It has, of course, been 
assiduously fostered for nearly a century 
by the popular press and mass entertain-
ment, and is, alas, often encouraged—or at 
best not discouraged—by those who should 
know better. And even those who do 

incomprehensible, even in print, outside know better, and are trying to overcome 
the area in which t h a t dialect is living it, often fail to make any impression, 
speech. To present songs in obscure and owing to faulty presentation and choice of 
difficult language as representative of the material. A very serious responsibility 
national heritage as a whole is to confuse nes on those whom the workers are willing 
the public. It is parochialism in folk to consider as authorities in these matters, 
music. Dialects lorm par t of the national They must neither fool nor antagonise the 
language, but language in general is com- people in culture, as in politics. Still less 
munication. and language tha t does not must they decrease instead of increasing 
communicate has failed of its purpose. I the people's self-confidence. The en-
can see nothing against the modification couragement of cultural diffidence among 
of the language of dialect songs with the the working-class is a political crime. 

j JAe Qaatd Oj 

CLwiagh 
: I N the P r i m a t i a l C i ty 
• N o w su re ' twas a p i ty 
[ To m a k e such gossoons 
: Of t h e bould Fus i l ie rs , 
; To d e p r i v e t h e m of r i f les 

: A n d o the r such t r i f les 
j T h a t be long to the i r t r a d e , 
• 'Twou ld r educe ye ' to t ea r s . 
• 

: Oh, g r e a t w a s t h e s o r r o w , 
• W h e n they found on t h e m o r r o w 
; No t a gun nor a b o m b 
} H a d they l e f t t h e m a t all , 
• A n act ion so wicked 
• N o t w a r and "not c r i c k e t , " 
: To s t r ip t h e m as n a k e d 
: A s Eve at the fal l . 
• 

| No t a gun fo r i n s t ruc t i on , 
! A n d m a y b e a ruc t ion , 
| In some o the r coun ty , 
• Y e ' n e v e r could tel l , 
• And Brooke a w a y fishin' 
i In N o r w a y and w i s h i n ' 
f His min ions could chase t h e m 
: To C o n n a u g h t or Hel l . 

i B u t w h a t can t hey do n o w 
j T h e O r a n g e and B lue n o w 
i A n d the i r Engl ish m a s t e r s ? 
[ (Oh, Erin , Go B r a g h !) 
• Bu t r e t r ea t in d i so rder , 
• L i k e sheep f r o m t h e bo rde r , 
j D i s a r m e d and d i s h e a r t e n e d , 
| L i k e the G u a r d of A r m a g h . 

S C O R P I O . 

LIVERPOOL > 

P I P E R S - | 
See ^ 

"ROUND AND ABOUT" J 
» 
* Page Six 

THE SYSTEM A NEW SHORT STORY 
by PATRICK NORMAN 

{ LL the slot machines were in play when 
-1 * I.airy and Tim entered their "depart-
ment of finance." T h a t was Larry's new 
name for the amusement arcade, and 
whenever lie mentioned it in an unguarded 
moment Tun would be helpless with laugh-
ter for several minutes. 

"That ' s a good one," he'd gasp, the tears 
lolling down his cheeks—"the department 
of finance!" Larry would enjoy the effect 

"Here's our chance now." he said con-
fidently. "Number one is disengaged." 

So they stood betore the whirling drums 
tortured by a vision of miniature painted 
fruit, gripping the machine tensely-some-
times shaking it savagely, only to be 
stopped by a disapproving at tendant and 
all the time muttering "Hard luck that 
was a near thing." and sometimes venting 
their disappointment in stronger terms. 

This time Tim, the smaller of the two, 
of h is little joke and slap Tim on the acted as banker- running off to change 
back to help him recover. To-day was a Vet another shilling when the hungry 
special occasion, for every Thursday they machine had done its work. He would hop 
pooled five shillings and took turns at back beside Larry again, flushed and ex-
pulling the slot machine handle. It was cited, handing over the coins as if eager 
a system they had. and sometimes they to get rid of them. Then Larry pulled 
were lucky and won a jack-pot. but more the handle with precision once more, for 
often they left the saloon penniless and a i i the world like an operator minting new 
philosophical once more. 

Now they stood inside the door and 
studied form in their own special way. 
There were good machines and bad ma-
chines those tha t paid out and others 
tha t seemed to be "fixed" by the manage-
ment. Long experience had taught them 
the ones to play, and they waited patiently 
for an opportunity to approach the ma-
chine they favourod. 
r p H E noise of these machines, on a small 
* scale, was like the intermittent roar 

of traffic at a speedway meeting: now it 
was high-pitched and whining, then it sub-
sided for a while as more coins were fed 
into the slots and the "one-arm bandits" 

coins for the Bank of Ireland. 
At last the machine gave a satisfied 

hum, then settled into a restful silence. 
Slowly Larry turned and glanced at Tim. 
He held down his thumbs. 

"Well, that 's tha t !" said Tim dolefully. 
"Come on out of here before this bloody 
capitalist has the shirts off our backs. I'm 
not taking any more chances with the 
cigarette money " 

"Ah, I don't know." said I,arry. lingering. 
"I've an idea we could crack this thing if 
we had the courage to feed it another few 
coppers." 

"Crack it!" says Tim "You said that 
last week. Did you bring an axe this 

gulped them down and spun with well-oiled time?" he added sarcastically. 
efficiency. Now and then it, was like the 
sound of throttling and braking, and then 
a new note was added to the din thr 
Jingling of coins in the metal pay-out cups. 
It was as music to their ears, and presently 
Larrv nudged Tim in the ribs. 

"It 's a simple mathematical law." said 
Larry, and then he went on with his jaw-
breakers to exnlain some idea he'd worked 
out to the rfleet that slot machines have 
to pay out some time. And sure enough 
Tim was loath to move off a f te r he'd lis-

tened for a few minutes. The machine 
bulged with coins—it seemed to challenge 
them to try just once more. 

Don't blame me if you lose the 
cigarette money." says Tim, going off to 
change the last shilling. But one by one 
the coins were swallowed up by the 
hungry machine, never to jingle com-
fortably in their pockets. 
They went outside to be met bV a light 

shower of rain. They took shelter at the 
junction of Marlborough Street. It was 
late in the evening and the street was al-
most deserted. 

"God!" said Larry suddenly—"my 
lungs are cryin' out for a smoke. And 
another week to go before we get another 
penny—I've a mind to go back there and 
wreck every slot maohine in the place." 

"Maybe you're gettin' sense at last," 
rejoined Tim wryly, poking in his vest 
pocket for a crumpled Woodbine. He 
broke it in two and handed one half 
to Larry. "Here," he offered, "I was 
saving this up for a rainy day." 
They lit up and drew on their cigarette 

ends gratefully. Then Tim's hand shook 
nervously and he made a step homeward. 

"I suppose it's the same all over the 
world." said Larry at last, preparing to 
go the other way: "Gulls like us, I mean 

throwing our money away on junk like 
that ." 

"I don't know." said Tim nervously. 
"I don't know, Larry . . . But what am 
I going to tell Agnes? I was supposed 
to take home a bottle of milk for the 
child She's expecting another one in 
August, you know." 

"Tell her what you like. Tim," said 
Larry sadly, moving off with a wave of 
his hand; "tell her what you bloody well 
like . . ." 
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ASSOCIATION 
T^HE following letter has been received 

by Mr. P. J. Kilroy, Secretary of the 
Manchester Connolly Association: 
Dear Sir— 

I have been instructed by my ward 
party to ask you to convey our sincere 
thanks to those individual members of 
your society who rendered assistance 
during the municipal elections. 

A speaker f rom your society has been 
invited to outline the aims and objects of 
Your movement, and I assure you I am 
looking forward to this event with interest. 

Yours sincerely, 
MRS. W. MASSEY, J.P., 

Sec., St. Luke's Ward Labour 
Party. 

\ LETTER from another member of the 
same ward reads:— 

The monthly meeting of the St. Luke's 
Ward Labour Party in Manchester 
Exchange Division will prove to be a most 
memorable one. The recent controversy 
regarding the use of the Tricolour a t Con-
nolly Association meetings resulted in a 
speaker being invited along to outline the 
association's aims and policy. 

Daniel Kilcommins thus took members 
on a fine excursion into Irish history. He 
dispelled all doubts that may have pre-
viously existed concerning the Associa-
tion's policy. 

Councillor J im Conway and Councillor 
Mrs. W. Massey both deplored the resolu-
tion aimed at banning all organisations 
from flying flags and banners. This, it 
was pointed out, would be a death-blow 
for Labour and trade union meetings. 

I feel sure the Connolly Association 
must appreciate the value of talks in 
Labour Party wards throughout the coun-
try. Mr. Pat O'Hare, who was responsible 
for the invitation being extended, did a 
great service. Labour Party members left 
the meeting convinced of the value a 
kindred movement can be in achieving 
Socialism. 

ANTHONY W I L L I A M S . 
Member, St. Luke's Ward Social 

Committee. 
On Thursday, June 24th, Dr. Betty 

O'Shea addressed the Hillsborough 
(Sheffield) branch of the Labour Party, 
and stressed the responsibility of the 
British Government for Partition. The 
Ireland Act (1949) was a terrible mistake 
and had betrayed the trust of thousands 
of Irish workers in England who had 
helped to put Labour in office. The 
restoration of the removal of partition to 
Labour's programme was a necessity. 

RADIO EIRE ANN 
BROADCASTS C.A. 

From Page One 
"The only way to end partition is to de-

feat imperialism; 
"The way to defeat Imperialism is to 

unite all those who are opposed to it into 
one front." 
Of the "Irish Democrat" it was stated 

tha t its features were interesting, "espe-
cially to those with patriotic feelings," and 
tha t it appears to be "pro-Catholic, anti-
British, in favour of the abolition of the 
border, and strongly against any discrimi-
nation exercised against Irishmen." 

Actually, of course, the "Irish Democrat" 
is norf-sectarian and believes in religious 
freedom and toleration; it is not against 
the British people but only against British 
Imperialism, but the above is as fair a 
statement as the "West-British" mind 
oould be expected to grasp. 

I t is, however, rather surprising that Mr. 
MacCarthy should have associated himself 
with a wanton attack on the Electrical 
Trades Union, whose recent strikes for 
more wages were described In an article 
purporting to give his views, as "Com-
munist-inspired." 

Mr. MacCarthy and the Hammersmith 
Trades Council would hardly expect their 
names to be used in connection with that 
type of statement, which must have orept 
in from the edttorial side's bias against 
trade unlenism. 

Despite the pronounccd critical bias 
against the Association, readers and 
listeners to the series would get a firm 
impression of the Connolly Association as 
a several thousand strong band of con-
vinced and vigorous anti-Imperialists, and 
the proof of the support it enjoys is to be 
found in a picture where several Irishmen 
a r r seen defending an "Irish Democrat" 
girl seller who is (according to the cap-
tion) being threatened witjh assault. 

LASGOW 

A U G U S T 8th 

BRUNSWICK ST. 

SUNDAYS, 7 p.m. 
PUBLIC LECTURES 

on 
IRISH TOPICS 

Followed by Questions ! 

A U G U S T 15th 

'Unity in the cause of 
Irish freedom" 

''What Socialism means 
for Ireland" 

Speakers: DESMOND GREAVES (of Irish Democrat) 
THOS. McKENDAY (of Belfast Irish Labour Party) 

POINTS * FROM * OUR * MEETINGS 
LEICESTER SHEFFIELD 

G O V A N U C & O S S 
7 p.m., FRIDAYS, 

A U G U S T 6 and 13. 

CLYDEBANK 
12 noon, SATURDAYS, 

A U G U S T 7 and 14. 

GORBALS CROSS 
Dunmore Street 

3 p.m., SUNDAYS, 
A U G U S T 8 and 15. 

8 p.m., WEDNESDAY, 11th. 

COAT BRIDGE 
T H E F O U N T A I N 

T U E S D A Y , 10 AUGUST, 8 p.m. 

For other Glasgow Meetings, 
see local announcements 

" Y y E must persuade the British Labour 
Movement to protest against every 

wrong done by the Tory-Unionist Govern-
ment in Northern Ireland," said Desmond 
Greaves, Editor of the "Irish Democrat," 
"and we must never think these protests 
are in vain. They are part of the process 
of educating the British workers in the 
facts of the partition Government in 
Northern Ireland." He suggested the im-
prisonment of Liam Kelly, the refusal of 
Monckton to meet the trade unions, and 
the refusal of the Government to recog-
nise the Irish T.U.C. as issues to be taken 
up. 

LONDON 
The lectures organised by the Conrto-y 

Association in Hyde Park had audiences 
ranging from 200 up to a maximum of 750. 
No other Irish organisation could have T T J T O N 
undertaken educational activity on this 
scale, with experts explaining Irish 
History and the problems of politics to-
day night af ter night to at tent ive and 
usually enthusiastic audiences. 

When Joe Deighan addressed the Shef-
field Branch on July 18th he explained the 
present situation in Ireland, and made a 
firm case for a radical and fundamental 
change. The first step was the removal of 
the border, and then vested interests 
would have to be tackled. 

BIRMINGHAM J ^ E I C E S T E R C ITY (Market) 
Nearly 1,500 extra copies of the " I r i s n r 

Democrat" were sold during one week's 
concentrated effort in July. Eamonn 
Lyons, Eamonn MacLaughlin, Cathal Mac-
Liam, Desmond Greaves and others ad-
dressed monster meetings in the Bull 
Ring, and universal approbation was ex-
pressed of the Connolly Association 
policy—to make an all-out effort to win 
British Labour to the cause of anti-parti-
tion. and then keep the organisation to-
gether till a new Labour Government of 
more left-wing complexion than the last 
came into office and carried out its 
pledges. 

NOTTINGHAM 
A N D DISTRICT 

N O T T I N G H A M CITY 
(Old Market Sq.) 

6.30 p.m., Sunday, 29th. 
P A T R I C K CLANCY. 

Among the points made were: 
PAT CLANCY: The struggle for Irish In-

dependence throughout history has 
always been part of the general 
struggle for European Democracy, 
and to-day it is part of the struggle 
for world democracy being fought 
by the people of Kenya, Malaya, 
Egypt, Cyprus, and elsewhere. 

PAT O'SULLIVAN: Those who put all the 
blame for unemployment in the 26 
counties on the Irish authorities and 
used poverty in the south as an ex-
cuse for keeping the north, were like 
people who stole the front wheel of 
a man's bicycle and then said: 
"What's the use giving it you back 

you can't ride the wheel you've 
got!" 

PAT DEVINE: You cant be an inter-
nationalist without being a Nation-
alist first. You can't be a genuine 
nationalist without respecting other 
people's countries. All countries were 
entitled to their own way of life and 
it was fortunate that the opinion of 
the mass of the people was slowly 
impressing this on their rulers. The 
Irish people should support all anti-
Imperialist moves. 

NOTTINGHAM 
Dr. E. O'Slieu, Secretary of the Sheffield 

Branch of the Connolly Association ad-
dressed an enthusiastic meeting a t which 
she explained the origin of parti t ion, and 
the need for the unity of the British and 
Irish workers. 

Several new members of the Association 
were made at a meeting in Luton on the 
last Sunday of June. This was the first 
meeting in Luton for many years, and 
Irishmen were delighted to see the Irish 
flag in the City af ter so long. 

HARD FACTS 
^ L L readers and supporters of the 

"Irish Democrat" should join the 
Connolly Association because :— 
1. It is growing. Others are doing the 

same. 
2. It is the only Irish organisation in 

Britain which says support the Labour 
movement. This means you can 
defend your class and your country at 
one time. There is no conflict when 
you are in the Connolly Association. 
It is part of the working-class move-
ment. 

3. It is completely non-sectarian. It 
NEVER breathes a single word against 
any man's religious beliefs. It defends 
absolute liberty of religious worship 
by all. It believes that wherever a 
man's religion comes from, still, as 
Daniel O'Connell said, his politics 
should be taken from HOME. 

4. It is active. Inactive organisations 
are no use to Ireland. 

5. It is uncompromising in its demand 
for Unity and Independence for Ire-
land. 

6. Its members are people just like the 
readers of the "Irish Democrat." 

7. Organisation is strength, and time is 
pressing. 

JOIN NOW, DON'T DELAY. 

Printed by Ripley Printing Society Ltd 
(T.U.), Ripley, Derbvs.. and published 
by the Editor at 53 Rosoman Street, 
London, E C 1. 

FILL THIS UP A N D SEND WITH 2 / 6 TO 

5 3 ROSOMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C.I 

I wish to join the Connolly Association. 

N a m e 

A d d r e s s 

7 p.m., Tuesday, 3rd. 

M E L T O N M O W B R A Y 
3 p.m., Sunday, 1st. 

* * * 

L O N D O N 
H Y D E PARK LECTURES 

"The Six Counties are Irish as 
the rest." 

Tues., 24— 
An Englishman demands: 
Unity for Ireland—and why. 
W A L H A N N I N G T O N . 

Wed., 25— 
"National Independence" 
E. M A C L A U G H L I N . 

Thurs., 26— 
"Working-class Leadership" 
P A T R I C K CLANCY. 

Fri., 29— 
"Will Ireland ever become 

Socialist ?" 

D E S M O N D GREAVES. 

AND EACH SUNDAY, 3.30 p.m. 

WEST LONDON-Thursdays 
W.M.A. Rooms, 17 Bishops-
bridge Road, 8 p.m. 

NORTH LONDON—Mondays 
The Locomotive, 
Arlington Road, N.W.1. 

SHEFFIELD 
NEW BRIDGE INN 

8 p.m., S U N D A Y , 22 A U G U S T 
CHRIS. M A G U I R E 
DR. E. O'SHEA. • • * 

MANCHESTER 
E V E R Y SUNDAY, 3 p.m. 

PLATT FIELDS 
A N D W H A T IS MORE 

WITH FLAG! 
COMING SHORTLY 

"THE L I F E AND T E A C H I N G S 
OF FATHER M I C H A E L 

O 'FLANAGAN" 
Cash orders executed at 9d. 

Order Now! 
Connolly Association pamphlet 


