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just between the two 
major Unionist parties at 
the negotiating table, let 
alone between the 
Unionists and the SDLP 
and Dublin government. 

The UUP havesimply 
re-heated their old ideas 
for a council of the British 
Isles, which would com-
prise representatives of 
the British and Irish 
governments and 
delegates from any new 
devolved assembly in the 
North. 

But in deference to the 
ov trail trend towards the 
examination of joint ex-
ecutive north-south 
institutions, they have 
added the suggestion of 

Martin Moriarty 
• 

A • O new deal is 
I t I likely to 
B ^ L H emerge from 

the current 
I round of 

Anglo-Irish talks by the 
middle of this month, 
when the next scheduled 
meeting between British 
and Irish ministers will 
marie the latest break in 

ing that the Paisleyite 
DUP's reaction to the 
leaked Jim Molyneaux 
proposals has once more 
underlined how exten-
sive are the differences 
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E D I T O R I A L 

No return to 
Stormont 

THE CURRENT ROUND of Angla-Irish 
talks will come to a close sometime this 
month on or about 16 November, the date 
of the next meeting of the Anglo-Irish in-
tergovernmental conference established 

under the 1985 Hillsborough Agreement. 
Nothing of any substance is likely to emerge, 

but whether 16 November marks just a pause in 
the current negotiations or another more substan-
tial gap, it's clear in which direction the various 
parties are heading. And one thing is as much of 
a dead cert as anything in politics ever is, and 
that's the likelihood of the re-emergence of a 
local assembly at Stormont. For the British 
politico-military establishment, devolution 
would mean a major advance, since they have 
been trying to return to Stormont ever since it 
was dissolved in 1972, because devolution satis-
fies the key goal of British policy — to smuggle 
Ireland out of British politics — without yielding 
an inch of territorial, military or political ad-
vantage. 

Of course, any new assembly won't look exact-
ly the same as the old Stormont regime. London 
recognises that it needs to win Dublin underwrit-
ing of a new settlement (this time, through the ex-
ercise of joint authority) if its latest attempt to 
maintain control of a partitioned island is to suc-
ceed. Hillsborough made that clear. 

But whatever the precise contours af a new ad-
ministration in the Narth, we must recagnise that 
it will dramatically change the framework for our 
campaigning. It was the Connolly Association, 
after all, which laboured long and hard to prove 
British responsibility for the rotten Unionist 
regime during the 1960s. It may well fall to us 
once more to do just that while others are taken 
in by the snow job we can rest assured is just 
around the corner. We will have to battle every 
inch of the way to prove that whatever elements 
of the crisis remain in play — emergency law, 
employment discrimination, armed anti-British 
action — remain the responsibility of the British 
government and remain within the rightful pur-
view of the British democratic movement — 
roughly, the trade unions, the Labour Party, the 
left of the Irish community and the human rights 
lobby. 

These are hard times for everyone whose work 
takes them against the political grain of British 
society. Nevertheless, the development from 
within the trade unions of the Trade Union Net-
work on Ireland, and the emergence from within 
the Irish community of the Declaration for Peace 
in Ireland (both initiatives developed in conjunc-
tion with the Connolly Association) demonstrate 
that movement is not only possible but also 
achievable. The insights of the Association's 
political analysis must now mean that member-
ship growth, increased local activity, a London 
renaissance and expanded sales of the Irish 
Democrat are also achieved over the next 12 
months. If s up to each and every one of us to do 
whatever we can to help snake sure that happens. 
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HEADLINES 

Canadian protest over 
theme 
Ireland's 
CORK 

Jim Savage 

CORK is about to commer-
cialise the tragedy of the 
'Great Humger' with the 

inclusion in the Cobh 
Queenstown Project, due to 
come onstream next March, of 
premises in which will be 
recalled "the sad story of the 
famine emigrants leaving their 
stricken homes forever". 

Ominously, the declared 
aim of the project is to turn 
Cobh into a major tourist at-
traction, targetted at 
Americans, an aim beset with 
the defects of theme parks 
everywhere: moral amnesia 
and historical revisionism. 

Suspicions abound that 
visitors paying their £3.50 ad-
mission (family fee £10) will 
not have it made plain to them 
that far from being a punish-
ment visited on the poorest 
sector of 1840s Irish society by 
a heartless God, the famine 
was an act of political genocide 
by the British government, 
aided and abetted by an Irish 

establishment who despised a 
poverty-stricken population 
they saw as having no use. As 
Karl Marx noted: "The Irish 
famine killed poor devils only. 
To the wealthy of the country 
it did not the slightest 
damage." 

Ironically, similarly am-
nesiac plans by the Canadian 
government to construct a 
theme park on Grosse lie (Irish 
Democrat August 1992) have 
sparked massive protest by 
Irish Canadians. 

Ironically, the federal 
government wants to turn the 
island into a theme park to 
celebrate Canada as a land of 
welcome, which has offended 
the Irish community since the 
government also intends not to 
put too much emphasis on the 
tragic history, which saw be-
tween 12,000 and 15,000 Irish 
men, women and children in-
terred in common graves, 
victims of the coffin ships in 
Black '47. Nor does the govern-
ment intend to recognise the 
mass graves. 

According to the Van-
couver Tribune, Irish Canadian 

outrage is causing consterna-
tion in the offfice of 
Environment Minister Jean 
Charest. 

At a public hearing on the 
issue in Montreal, it was ar-
gued that the graves were a 
testimony to Ireland's history 
and to the people of Quebec, 
who opened their hearts and 
homes to Irish children or-
phaned in the summer of 1847! 

Speakers compared the 
famine to the holocaust, saying 
that no more would Jewish 
people relegate to oblivion the 
tragedy of Treblinka than Irish 
people would forget the his-
torical significance of Grosse 
He. That historic island is our 
Treblinka," one said. 

Action Grosse He repre-
sentative Gretta Dillon said the 
group was hoping for a flood 
of letters to Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney and Environ-
ment Minister Charest. A 
further government hearing is 
now scheduled for later this 
year due to the overwhelming 
volume of protests over the 
plans. 

There are two monuments 

to the dead on the island. The 
one erected at the beginning of 
the century bears the inscrip-
tion (in Irish): "Children of the 
Gael died in their thousands 
on this island, having fledfrom 
the laws of foreign tyrants and 
artificial famine in the years 
1847-8. God's blessing on 
them. Let this monument be a 
token to their name and 
honour ' f rom the Gaels> of 
America. God save Ireland." 

The other, erected by one of 
the medical superintendents, a 
Dr Douglas, in 1847, com-
memorates the sacrifice of the 
doctors and lay people Who 
diedfending the Sick: "In this 
secluded spot lie themortal 
remains of 5,242 persons who, 
fleeig from pestilence and 
famine in Irelandintheyear of 
1847 found America but a 
grave." 

Cork residents are asking 
whether it would not beap-
propriate for Cobh, as a major 
port of emigration with its own 
theme town plans, to support 
Irish Canadians who are W -
tling to ensure their ancestors 
are left in peace on Grosse lie. 

signed in New York state 
DISCRIMINATION 

Democrat reporter 

MARIO C U O M O last 

month become the first 
US governor to sign into 

state legislation a MacBride 
Principles contract compliance 
Bill. 

Under the new law, pushed 
through both houses of the 
state legislature last July by a 
alliance of trade union and 
community organisations' in-
cluding the Irish-American 
Labour Coalition, transatioittl 
companies which do business 

with the state will be required 
to practice fair employment at 
their Northern Ireland opera-
tions in line with the MacBride 
Principles, theanti-discrimina-
tion guidlines named after 
former Irish foreign minister 
and founder of Amnesty Inter-
national Sean MacBride. 

Computing giant IBM and 
the British government both 
opposed the New York Bill. 

Last summer. New York 
City signed a similar contract 
compliance Bill which forced 
Canadian aircraft firm Bom-
bardier, which bought the 
Shorts engineering factory 

when it was privatised in 1969, 
to introduce a recruitment 
programme for Catholic 
workers in order to hold on to 
its multi-million contracts for 
subaway cars with the city. 

Activists who worked for 
the New York state Bill are 
determined it will become the 
first of many across the US. 
"New York was a leader in the 
first wave of MacBride legisla-
tion in the mid-1980s," 
explained I-ALC director Joe 
Jamison last month. "Those 
laws, by directing public 
employee pension funds to 
support shareholder resolu-

tions at Fortune 500 stock-
holde 
effect in other states t 
felt." He pointed out thafPfcn-
nsylvania had adopted the 
pension-based MacBride legis-
lation earlier this year that 
New York had pioneered in 
1986. 

Earlier this year, 
Democratic presidential can-
didate Bill Clinton pledgedto 
New York Irish community 
leaders that he would pressure 
the British gove 

• From page 1 
Committee, which would deal 
with north-south economic, 
environmental, social and cul-
tural matters. The committee 
would have no executive 
powers and would constitute 
simply a consultative Her in 
relations between the two 

its and a projected 
itbly. 

All of thisis, ofcoursejson-

ditional on Dublin scrapping 
or amending beyond all recog-
nition Articles Two and Three, 
the constitkutional commit-
ment to reunification. 

While neither the SDLP nor 
the DUbtta government have 

enthusiastic 
about the UtfP 
Taioieacf. Albert 
month made it 
ugl MUmll WB®:' 

tween the parties to the talks, 
the Irish government would 
put it to a referendum in the 
South if a similar plebiscite 
was organised in the North. In 
his speech to the Fianna FAil 
Bodenstown commemoration, 
Mr Reynolds made no explicit 
reference to the constitutional 
claim, and indeed urged file 
'British government to toke a 
^positive view" of Irish unity, 

but his remarks have been in-
terpreted as hinting that 
Dublin might be willing to 
trade Articles Two and Three if 
they could secure joint 
authority in aslum. Given that 
the Unionists ssmfci opposed 
to any north-south bodies 

H * , 
ceptoa. 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T N o v t l l H r ' 
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CONSTRUCTION 
Conor Foley 

Health and Safety Ex-
ecutive will decide this 
month whether or not to 

re-open the case against a 
building contractor allegedly 
responsible for the death of a 
young Irishman. 

Michael Brennan was killed 
on a building site near Watford 
in April 1990. He was driving 
a dumper truck on a steep em-
bankment when it overturned. 
He jumped for safety but hit 
his head and was knocked un-
concious. The truck rolled 
over him crushing him to 
death. It was a week after his 
19th birthday. 

The site was managed by 

1932 APPEAL 

Big push 
for£6;0Q0 

MANY THANKS to all those 
who have given between the 
end Of August and the middle 
ofOdober: 

A Young £10, L Wrixon£5, 
W C M a h o n y £5> K Dunlea 
£10, DO,Flaherty£8,PJHtallin 
«0;;J;Heanue £5, E Connolly 
£15, in memoryofCD Greaves 
from M Goodman £10, JHattly 
£5; P Evans £10,RRossiter£30, 
C O S £100, B Rionian £8.80, A 
Ndone£2.50, C&R Foley €», B 
Wilkinson £3, S Bromley CLP 
£7}' London members £7, M 
Wffifd £2.50/* JAM Nolan £5> 
RM £4, G Naughtor. £10, M 
Shanahan £10, banker's orders 
£267.25 
RUNNING TOTAL:£4,406.19 

Alfred McAlpme but Michael 
Brennan was working for a 
sub-contractor, JF McMahon. 
An inspection of the site 
showed that the truck was 
overloaded and its brakes 
were faulty, the embankments 
had no stoppers on them. 
Michael Brennan had received 
no safety training and did not 
even possess a driving licence. 

The HSE initiated a 
prosecution against McMahon 
but by the time it came before 
the magistrates court his firm 
had gone bust. The court was 
unaware he had established 
another company six months 
before the accident which he 
was able to take "off the shelf" 
when the first collapsed. 

The HSE say that they at-
tempted to have the caseheard 

anyway but were blocked by 
the magistrates. However, 
court papers say that the case 
was voluntarily withdrawn. 
The HSE have said that the 
magistrates records are incor-
rect but the Clerk of Watford 
Magistrates Court has con-
firmed in writing that the HSE 
must have voluntarily 
dropped the case. 

Last month Michael 
Brennan's mother, Maureen, 
met the HSE's deputy director-
general David Eaves, who has 
agreed to re-consider the 
evidence and decide whether 
or not to re-open the case by 
mid-November. The conces-
sion is important because the 
HSE had previously been in-
sisting that they could not 
re-open the cast. It was only. 

through the tireless efforts of 
Maureen Brennan that the 
authorities were shocked from 
their complacency. 
i Maureen Brennan's efforts 

show that campaigning can 
work. Irish Democrat readers 
can help by writing to the HSE, 
as soon as possible, to show the 
public concern which exists. 
Letters should be addressed to: 
David Eaves, Health and 
Safety Executive, 1 Chepstow 
Place, Westbourne Grove, 
London W2. 
• Don't forget the Construc-
tion Safety Campaign national 
parliamentary lobby on Wed-
nesday 25 November. 
Assemble at 1pm at St 
Stephen's Gate, Houses of Par-
liament. Further details: CSC, 
071-582 0996. 

DIARY WSSSlll 

Maastricht: Trick or Treaty? 
KfefcLivingstpneMP 
Setenas Milne,joumalist 
7.T5pm (note early time), Tues-
day 10 November, Friends 
Meeting House, Euston Road, 
London NW1. 
Organised by London Connol-

The Great Famine Dis-
remembered: A Suppressed 
Chapter of Irish History? 
Dr Brendan Bradshaw, 
Queen's C< 
8pm, Wednesday 2 
Kennedy Han, Camden Irish 
Centre, Murray Street;London 
NWTv 
Organised by The Great 
Famine Remembrance Com-
mittee 
Mmmtjoy Martyrs -
Memorial Dinner • 
Jofai us forthe 70th anniver-
sary}' -J 
7.30pm, Saturday 5 Decem-
ber, Camden Irish Centre. 

rWard, 

Tickets £20, available from 
Connolly Association, 244-46 
Gray's Inn Road, London 
WC1X8JR. Tel:071-833 9368 

k USPIClON that Jhe plat-
an on Ireland at ' the-
itieh) Democratic 

Left's first Open Forum in 
Edinburgh last ; month was 
overtly an anti-republican al-
liance proved <o be correct 
when not one of the speakers 
mentioned British disengaj 
ment or Irish unity except 
attack them. 

Paddy Gillan, Democratic 
Left Ireland, told the audience 
at Edinburgh University of the 
social and economic problems 

Ireland faced, but ap-
naware of the crisis in 

north, mentioning the Si*-
Counties only when describ-
ing the history of his party. 

identified 
Patty viewpoint,- to 

one of dissociation from their 
position on the north, citing * 
as unrealistic. Btit hi» con-
clusions were somewhat 
bizarre since he seemed to dis-
miss any political initiative 
including withdrawal and 
unity as impossible o r too 

u U mnHnns. satu cunuitua-
tion of direct rule until' the 
republican movement burnt it-
self out was the only answer 
and he indluged himself in lus 
own 'politics of illusion'. 1 

Maxine Brady, Irish Union 
of Students, highlighted the 
lade of civil rights women had 
in the south, speaking at length 

4he women's 
but also 

difficulties 

Bert Ward; New Consensus 
(Britain), was the most 
ludicrous of the speakers when 
he tried uncon vincingly to per-
suade those present that New 
Consensus was anything 
other than an anti-republican 
front. He managed to com-
pletely contradict himself 
when he claimed that New 
Consensus did not take any 
position on partition despil 
having distributed leaflets 
spelling out the organisation's 
support for an internal North* 
ern I.eland solution. -

an enti-republlcan front 1 

'The Irish 
Society 

is 
becoming a 

to be 
seen for 
aspiring 
careerists' 

P^PSIj 
I ' 
devolution inside the UK. 

EdinburghDemoeratic Left t 
convenor-Sean McLaren has 
protested that the host branch 
of Democratic Left; which was 
formed on the dissolution of 
tite Communist Party of Great 
Britain last year r was by-
passed jh the organisation of 
the meeting,and questions are 
being askedaboUt whether 
this was' because the Edin-
burgh group's policy for 
constructive disengagement is 
not part sOt the - British 

LABOUR CONFERENCE 

It's one more 
heave—again 

|HE DIRE STATE of the British economy and 
the government's political misfortunes 
enabled this year's Labour Party conference to 
avoid a depressing post-mortem on its elec-
toral debacle of 9 April. Dissenting voices 

pointed out that Labour's macro-economic policy 
meant it would have faced the same crisis over ster-
ling, the Exchange Rate Mechanism, Maastricht and 
the Budget deficit. But these were marginalised as the 
conference endorsed the leadership's strategy of "one 
more heave." 

Conference marked another step in Labour's trans-
formation to, at best, a social democratic party of the 
continental variety, at worst, a Clinton-style 
Democratic Party of the USA. Labour dropped 

unilateralism after 1987 be-
cause it was judged a vote 
loser. The trade union link, 
tax and universal benefits 
are already under the same 

. . microscope. 
n i g h t i S A t a f r i n 8 e meeting or-

° ganised by the Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland Ken 

_ - Livingstone MP warned place to be that Labour's policy for 
* Irish unity could be lost in 

the general drift to the 
right. But in fact the con-
ference overwhelmingly 
passed a resolution calling 
for new constitutional 
relationships which marked 
a further advancefor the 

party's pro-Irish unity lobby. The Labour Party Irish 
Society, which moved the resolution, now has official 
recognition in the party and its Irish night is becoming 
a place to be seen by aspiring carreerists. 

Labour's policy has changed because Ireland's 
strategic significance has altered. The end of the cold 
war and. More crucially, the process of European in-
tegration make many traditional arguments about par-
titionredundant. This is what has opened the space 
fordebate. 

Quite uniquely, the debate on conference floor was 
better than that «t the fringe. Livingstone asserted that 
the only talks which mattered were direct negotiations 
between the British government and the IRA about 
withdrawal in the lifetime of a parliament. Peter Hain 
MP floated the possibility of an "independent North-
ern Ireland within Europe". Contributions from the 
floor were dominated by heckling from members of 
the Unionist Campaign for Labour Representation. 

Such positions are not just wrong, they are ir-
relevant. Labour is in favour of Irish unity which im-
plies ultimate disengagement That battle has been 
won. The Connolly Association's task in all this is 
now two-fold: firstof aH to flesh out the debate about 
disengagement and secondly to focus our campaign-
ing efforts around specific initiatives. 

On the first question there is a need to inform and 
popularise the policy of Irish unity throughout the 
laboar movement We also need to engage in calm 
andsational discussionabout where we disagree with 
Labour's leadership, most obvioudy on their en-
thusiasm for devolution. On the second issue we need 
to examine how best w e a n expose and campaign 
against what the British government is actually doing 
in the here and now. 

There are individual campaigns on issues such as 
miscarriages of justice, strip searching, shoot-to-kill 
and the PTA, which tend to operate on an ad-hoc 
basis, l i te Repeal the PTA Campaign was extremely 
effective in responding to Labour's policy wobble just 
before the election We need to think about how we 
can best support such groups, with limited resources, 
or if we elm help initiate others, most urgently on 
employment discrimination in the Six Counties. 

Opening the pagesvf ihx Irish Democrat, building 
co-operation between other groups with similar aims 
and initiating our own campaigning activities will 
bring dividends in terms of members and readers. If 
every member pledgedto do just one thing regularly 
— come to a meeting, distribute leaflets,sell the paper 
— we'd be well on our way. Think about i t 

• CONOR FOLEY 



WORLD COMMENT BY POLITICUS 

LETTERS 

Home soldier 
home 
I WOULD BE GRATEFUL if you could print my n«ws on 
ww the RemembamiK* Day Commemoration. 

Early this month the poppy will be sold in 
remembrance of those who died in two world wan. 
British Legion Homes for the old and disabled who nearly 
gave their lives for the country will benefit and so they 
should . But a new element is now entering the 
remembrance of those who died at "Flanders fields". The 
old soldiers who march on Remembrance Day to the 
Cenotaph to pay tribute to their comrade* are being drawn 
into a political game that utilises war veterans to justify 
all wars generated by their government. The Daily 
Telegraph says the ceremony remembers the "triamph 
and tragedy of war." 

Since 1945, British soldiers have been involved in over 
76 "wars" in various parts of the world from the Koream 
war to the war in Northern Ireland. Once again the 
government, the media, the establishment, for want of 
broader descriptions, are mixing their evil wars in what 
was a just war against fascism. It is a pity that ex-soldiers 
who only want to remember their dead comrades with 
pride are being used to condone all government wars 
however evil. And that includes the war in Northern 
Ireland. British soldiers who die in Northern Ireland aie 
not dying for triumph they are dying for a tragedy. Bring 
them home now. 

J J Smythe (RSM) retired 

Articles Two and Three 
SINCE the inception of the present Twenty-Six County 
constitution in 1937 embodying the territorial claim for 
the six north-eastern counties known as Articles Two and 
Three, little regard ha* ever been paid to that claim by 
republicans in general or the republican movement in 
particular. Why then have Articles Two and Three become 
so important, having remained idle and useless all these 
years? Simply because they are in direct conflict with the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement, which gives a veto to Northern 
Unionists with regard to Irish unity. 

The British and Unionist leadership believe that the 
time is now ripe for our constitution, in all respects, to be 
brought in line with the Anglo-Irish Agreement. It has 
taken 50 years for Articles Two and Three to come of age, 
and to have a positive relevance to the constitution, and 
also to become a serious impediment to a frightened 
establishment, who are planning its speedy demise. 

But it is very unlikely that our politicians will have the 
final courage for an eyeball to eyeball confrontation on a 
national issue, and another compromise must be sought. 

Perhaps President Robinon will have her wish after all, 
and the people will be asked to have the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement fully or in part included in our constitution, 
thus relegating the offending articles to a mere pious 
wish. 

Eddie Williams, 
Ballyphehane, Cork 
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Once more, it's 
about appeasing 
German imperialism 

THERE ARE meatories 
of the 1930s in Britain's 
current political crisis 
At that time the only 
policy debate that mat-

tered was inside the 
Conservative Party — be-
tween the Tory Government 
under Chamberlain which 
wanted to build up Germany 
against Russia, and various 
Tory dissidents led by Winston 
Churchill or the backbenches 
who wanted rearmament 
against fascism and an end to 
appeasement of the Germans. 
Labour — which had been 
split in 1931 by Ramsay Mac-
Donald who had joined the 
Tories — was side-lined into 
irrelevancy, in part by a large 
pacifist wing that was opposed 
to a rearmament programme 
on idealistic grounds. 

Today the debate is once 
more about appeasing Ger-
many. The Tory government 
under Majot wants to push 
through the Maastricht Treaty, 
which is also the main policy 
aim of the present German 
government. The ex-banker 
Major and his frienefs want this 
because the interest they 
primarily represent — the big 
asset holders and foreign in-
vestment interests of the City 
of London — do not identify 
with the British state any 
longer. The interests of these 
people are overwhelmingly 
where their money is — which 
means where their foreign in-
vestments are. They are 
"Eurofedera l i s ts ' f i r s t and 
foremost, devoid of national 
political loyalty or sentiment, 
and want the Maastricht 
Treaty because it promises a 
common EC currency that is 
independent of all govern-
ments, is run by Eurobankers 
and is safe from devaluation. 

Such a strong Euro-curren-
cy would maximise the value 
of their property and invest-
ments, even though it would 
mean the final deirvdustrialisa-
tion of Britain. The 
government's proposal to shut 
down the coal industry and 
make Britain utterly depend-
ent on continental gas is all of 
a piece with this Euro and pro-
German stand. Closing the 
coal mines would lock Britain 
ever more tightly into the EEC. 
It would have the useful side-
effect of wiping out finally the 
British miners and their left-
wing traditions. Of course it is 
fundamentally against the in-
terests of the British people. 
But that is irrelevant for a 
government guided by other 
considerations. 

As in the 1930s, the Tory 

Government line is opposed 
by the Tory backbench right. It 
is a mistake to regard them as 
the "right" of course. The likes 
of Teddy Taylor, Bill Cash and 
even Norman Tebbitt on this 
issue, really are on the Tory 
left. It is the likes of Major and 
Howe and Heseltine and Hurd 
and Heath who are the real 
Tory right, representing the 
biggest, the most reactionary 
and the most anti-democratic 
elements of finance capital. 
The Tory anti-Maastricht 
people still have some sense of 
national sentiment and nation-
al interest. To an extent they 
represent British industrial 
capital as against the finance 
capital interests of the City. 
They also represent small capi-
tal and small business against 
the big combines. They should 
be the natural allies of Labour. 
But what do we 
see when we 
look to the main 
Opposition? 

For Labour 
under Neil Kin-
nock has 
disastrously be-
come the 
" E u r o p e a n " 
party. Perhaps 
the reason was 
too much 
junketing with 
the German So-
cial Democrats 
and the gand 
panjandrums of 
the Socialist International. Or 
Labour's traditional weakness 
on and failure to understand 
the national question. Or be-
cause, f rus t ra ted at being 
excluded from Downing Street 
for over a decade, Labour 
hoped for measures of 
"socialism" — for which read 
Governmental regulation and 
intervention — from Brussels 
ahd socialists like "comrade" 
Jacques Delors. Or maybe 
there is a genuine belief among 
some of them in the more 
idealistic forms of Brussels 
Eurospeak,' analogous to the 
anti-war pacifist rhetoric of the 
1930s continentals. 

Anyway, the result looks 
like being to paralyse Labour 
in face of Maastricht — unless 
Labour members, supporters 
and voters lobby hard to 
demand that the party oppose 
the government 's plans to 
ratify the Treaty. Labour's 
present leader, John Smith, 
was one of those Labour rebels 
who defied the party whip and 
crossed the floor in 1972 to vote 
with the Tories, along with 
Roy Jenkins, Shirley Williams 
and the later founders of the 

SDP, so as to ensure a majority 
for Britain's original member-
ship of the EEC. The present 
position is that the Labour 
Party leadership is determined 
to ride to Major's rescue if that 
is needed to see the Maastricht 
Treaty through the House of 
Commons — confining them-
selves to criticism only on form 
and procedure, and consoling 
themselves by sneering at the 
ineffectiveness of the Tory 
"right." 

Yet in conjunction with the 
Tory backbench rebels, Labour 
could defeat the Major govern-
ment on Maastricht, thereby 
killing off this monstrous and 
anti-democratic Treaty once 
and for all. It is vital that every 
progressive person in Britain 
should urge the Labour leader 
and Labour MP» to do just that 
in the coming months, k is the 

only way to 
force the fun-
d a m e n t a 1 
change of policy 
Britain is crying 
out for. 

Stage One of 
the Major-
Lamont policy 
of tying the 
pound sterling 
to the continen-
tal currencies in 
preparation for 
a common EC 
currency — re-
quired by 
Maastricht — 

was derailed by the currency 
market's lack of faith that the 
weakening British economy 
could sustain the overvalued 
rate. Hence the forced 
devaluation of "Black Wed-
nesday." Currency markets 
are sceptical of the schemes of 
the Euro-politicians, which is a 
key problem for the Maastricht 
currency union plan. 

A Kohl-Mitterand deal is at 
the heart of Maastricht. In the 
treaty. Kohl agreed to abandon 
the independent German 
Mark by 1999 at the latest and 
replace it with a currency is-
sued by a European Central 
Bank which the French would 
have a key role in running. 
Mitterrand saw this as a way 
for France to escape economic 
domination by Germany and 
to obtain a big say in running 
Europe's money. In return 
Kohl wanted political union 
which would give the Ger-
mans a say in runn ing a 
European army that had 
French and British nuclear 
weapons at its disposal. The 
integrated Franco-German 
army brigade was the symbol 
ofthis. 

'The . 
currency 

markets are 
sceptical of 
the schemes 
of the Euro 
politicians' 

Both are fantasy projects 
conceived by yesterday's men. 
Kohl and Mitterand are deeply 
unpopular with their elec-
torates. France's 2 per cent 
marginal "Yes" for Maastricht, 
on top of Denmark's marginal 
"No", shows that even if by 
some miracle all 12 EC states 
ratify the treaty, ordinary 
people everywhere are against 
it the more they learn it is a 
plan to destroy their national 
democracy in the interests of 
Euro-bankers. 

The attempt to Jink such 
diverse economies as Ger-
many, Britain, Ireland, Greece 
and so on in a common curen-
cy union is like yoking an 
elephant, a horse, a camel and 
a greyhound in a team with 
one driver and hoping they 
will all pull a cart in the same 
direction. It is to pursue an 
economically flawed policy for 
the sake of an unrealisabte 
political goal. The attempt to 
enforce the Maastricht rules 
would put strong and weak 
economies under intolerable 
strain as businesses, capital 
and people were expected to 
move so as to sustain the com-
mon currency. It would lock 
Western Europe into unprece-
dented slump. 

The Maastricht Euro-
federalist project, indeed the 
EEC itself, is politically a child 
of the Cold War. Politically, a 
reunified Germany has no 
need of it. Germany was 
reunited overnight — not 
through anything the Ger-
mans did, but as a side-effect of 
Mikhail Gorbachev's 
shenanigans. Kohl and senior 
members of German's political 
class — the Cold War genera-
tion — are still committed to 
the Europeanist basis of post-
war German politics. But 
popular opinion and the 
younger elite are moving 
steadily against that. Economi-
cally, the Bundesbank does not 
want an EMU. It wouldmean 
the end of its own independent 
existence after all. The Bundes-
bank asks, understandably, 
why Germany should run its 
economy, cut its interest rates 
and inflate its currency so as 16 
please the Europhiliacs and 
Eurofederalists of other EC 
states or to h 0 p out the likes of 
Major and Lamont. 

So the Europe des Nations of 
that great realist Charles De 
Gaulle, is beginning to come 
into its own these days against 
Utopian or nightmarish Euro-
federal ism. Far-seeing 
commentators everywhere are 
now beginning to realise this. 
The knife-edge French referen-
dum result only postpones 
final resolution of the issue a 
little longer. Further down the 
road one can see the traditional 
reaction of Europe's powers to 
a united and over-strong Ger-
many — Prance distancing 
itself from the Germans and 
the re-establishment of the en-
tente cordiale, the alliance of 
France and Britain that helped 
to win victory in World Wars 1 
and 2. 

For the British left, the chal-
lenge of the time is to 
champion national democracy 
for Britain, oppose 
Eurofederalism in the interests 
of political and economic 
revival for the country and at-
tack the modern sell-out and 
appeasement policies of the 
John Major Tory Party leader-
ship. 

•ft N * 

THE MAYHEW TALKS 

• Section 75 la at the root at the violence 

The government 
is intent on 
reversing the 
gains of the Irish 
revolution, 
argues BOBBIE 
HEATLEY 

IT SHOULD be clear now 
that, for the time being at 
any rate, the British ruling 
establishment has no inten-
tion of disengaging from 

Ireland. Their policy is directly 
the opposite. They wish to 
reincorporate the Republic 
into some kind of Britisn Isles 
constitutional structures: "in-
tegration within integration" 
as the late Desmond Greaves 
once dubbed it, the British 
themselves being in the 
process of being integrated 
into the EC. 

This means that they are in-
lent upon revering the gains 
made by the Irish national 
democratic revolution in the 
period up to 1949. In pushing 

. for this objective in the ongo-
ing talks about the North the 
British governing estab-
lishment is demonstrating 
that, when it comes to Ireland, 
it has learned nothing and for-
gotten everything. They are so 
used to repressing Ireland over 

a Pavlovian reflex, a way of 

Their tactics are typically 
devious, relying on 
Hons" as tp what is" 
rather than the 

appear to be being 

order to ensnare the Irish 
government and the SDLP and 
get them to agree to the more 
substantial British aim. 

This policy is a prescription 
for continuing sectarian 
violence within the North and 
heightened par«military ac-
tivity against the British from 
sections of the Irish people. 
Recent events in London could 
be an intimation of what the 
future is going to be. 

The bogus "concession" on 
partition takes the form of sug-
gested "strengthening 
North/South linkages", pos-
sibly as a replacement for the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement. The 
Irish Government is reported 
to be interested in such 
linkages, to the extent of being 
prepared to offer up Articles 
Two and Three of the Irish con-
stitution, depending upon the 
"nature and the quality" of 
such linkages (Irish Democrat 
October 1992). 

But the reality of the British 
proposal is that the North 
would remain partitioned 
from the rest of Ireland inside 
the United Kingdom. To pla-
cate the "constitutional 
nationalists" it would have to 
be restructured SO as to erode 
relative Protestant advantage, 
otherwise a devolved "shared 
responsibility" assembly, 
providing jobs for a few 
privileged Catholics, would be 
untenable and short-lived. But 
any real steps in this direction 
would be likely to be timely 
opposed by para-mili tary 
Loyalism. Perhaps it is in an-
ticipation of such a 
development that the British 
authorities decided recently 
(and belatedly) to proscribe to 
UDA. 

On the other hand, the 
republican paramilitaries 

* * be equally fiercely op-
to the continuation of 

partition, the "internal solu-
t ion" . The British, while 
establishing their neo-Unionist 
middle-ground (having drawn 
in the consti tut ional 
nationalists) would be obliged 
to employ massive repression 
against two substantial 
diametrically opposed sectors 
of the community. The abuse 
of civil, human and democratic 
r ights, the. abnegation of 
democracy, wou ld be 
prolonged. 

Two things have happened 
recently to confirm that "in-
tegration within integration" is 
the policy being implemented 
by the present dominant sec-
tion of the British governing 
establishment. One was the 
decision of the Direct Ruler, 
Mayhew, to do a rare thing and 
reveal the British hand. This he 
did by publicly supporting the 
Unionists clamour over Ar-
ticles Two and Three. This 
appeared to confirm what 
many people have suspected: 
that the Unionists have been 
acting as surrogate mouth-
pieces for the British on this 
matter. British "neutrality" iri 
these talks is, once again, self-
refuted. 

second clarification of 
British intentions came 
with the leaking of a docu-

ment containing their 
proposals as to the direction in 
which the talks should go. 
These proposals were not, 
however, to be regarded as 
being supported by the British. 
These suggested that "chan-
nels of communication and co-
operation" between North and 
South should be devised. All 
Ireland institution might be 
fashioned for the purpose and 
here we are back into the realm 
of perceptions. For those who 

might wish to interpret it as 
uch (the Irish government 

and the SDLP) this could be 
de-coded as a phasing-out of 
partition. The British themsel-
ves declared that they were in-
different as to whether or not 
they should have "a presence" 
in these institutions. 

For those eager to gobble up 
bait this could be interpreted 
as an intimation of a British in-
tention ultimately to 
disengage. 

But there is more than one 
fly in the ointment. What are 
the British seeking in return for 
all this "generosity"? They 
want the dropping or the trun-
cation of • • • • • i 
Articles Two 

What they are proposing is 
that an independent sovereign 
government, the Irish one, 
should participate in institu-
tions on an equal basis with 
powerless representatives of 
no similar status from political 
parties that exist in a foreign 
state. Would the British dare to 
propose such a thing to any 
other government? 

The British plan to 
reconstruct a devolved as-
sembly in the North would not 
alter the bizarre nature of this 
proposal in any way. Such an 
assembly would possess only 
minimal administrative func-
tions. Its elected personnel 
would be powerless subor-
dinates, functionaries of the 
British state. This would in-
evitably be the case whilst 
Section 75 of the Government 
of Ireland Act, as perpetuated 
by such as the Northern 
Ireland Constitution Act 1973, 
remained on the statute books 
at Westminster. 

Under these circumstances 
the British would not require 
an actual physical "presence" 
in the proposed new all-
Ireland insti tutions for 
North /South co-operation and 
communications. These bodies 
would be deciding issues relat-
ing to the governance of the 
whole of Ireland and the 
British would have their sur-
rogates in place. The Northern 
representatives, Orange or 
Green, would themselves pos-
sess no power whatsoever to 
come to independent decisions 
or to provide such funds as 
might be required to finance 
any agreed economic develop-
ment. The British, in other 
words, would be back par-
ticipating in the governance of 
the whole of Ireland. 

This process of re-integra-
tion would be supplemented 
(the net tightened) by such 
things as the Unionist 
proposals for a Council of the 
British Isles and the existing 
Anglo-Irish parliamentary 
tier. 

Given the sorry record of 
British rule in Ireland and the 
abomination of a society which 
their presence has created in 
the North, a person might 
{ ^ • • • I H ' wonder why 

they persist in Articles i wo / t t J • • «. t n e y persist in 
and Three of the ( J n C l e r ] O i n t seeking such a 
Irish Constitu-
tion - the 
d e m o c r a t i c 
claim of the Irish 
people to the 
right to be able 
to exercise 
sovereignty in a 
part of their own 
country. t h e 
British claim 
embedded in 
Section 75 of the 
1920 Govern-
ment of Ireland 
Act as per-
petuated in 
s u b s e q u e n t 
legislation would remain unaf-
fected. 

The circumstance lends a 
bizarre character to the rest of 
what the British have 
proposed. The current upper-
most section of the governing 
establishment has never recon-
ciled itself to thedefection of 26 
of Ireland's counties from the 
United Kingdom in 1920. They 
have never really regarded the 
Irish governments as 
sovereign governments. Their 
psychology reveals this fact. 

authority, 
Britain 

would be 
participating 

in the 
governance 
of the whole 
of Ireland' 

r e c o n q u e s t , 
especially when 
it is likely to in-
volve dangers to 
which allusion 
was made at the 
beginning of 
this article - the 
further aliena-
tion of both 
para-militarism 
in the North. 

The matter 
has all to do 
with EC politics. 
The future char-
acter of the EC 
is, as yet, un-

determined. There is the model 
of the federated super-state. 
The nations would be reduced 
to regions and the whole 
would be governed by a 
central bureaucracy through 
the medium of an independent 
central bank responsible for is-
suing a single currency. If this 
were to be the outcome, parti-
tion would become 
meaningless for that section of 
the British governing estab-
lishment which supports full 
federalism. Westminster too 

would have offered up its 
sovereignty and there would 
be no longer a rationale.for the 
British to remain in Ireland 

It is reasonable to suppose 
that this group would be "laid 
back" on the question of dis-
engagement in the event of the 
EC going in this direction. This 
appears to be the perch on 
which Ireland's top group in 
constitutional nationalism is 
clinging. But the British 
governing establishment is 
very deeply divided on what 
the future shape of the EC 
should be. For this reason, the 
EC will not automatically 
bring about an ending of parti-
tion in Ireland. 

There are the "little 
Englanders" epitomised by 
Thatcher and her group. They 
believe in the Common Market 
while retaining large tranches 
of sovereignty for the nations 
... the "Europe of the nations" 
concept. Unfortunately this 
group does not recognise Scot-
land, Ireland and Wales to be 
nations. Knowing that the 
United Kingdom is an arrange-
ment through which the 
English governing estab-
lishment exercises its 
hegemony over the other na-
tions of these islands, this 
group is determined to 
preserve the UK and, if pos-
sible, to enlarge it in some way 
to reincorporate the defected 
part of Ireland. 

The g roup support ing 
Major is federalist as well 
(while attempting to be cryptic 
about this fact) but it has 
adopted the little Englander 
concept as to what constitutes 
the "nation" in these islands. 
For it, Britain is the nation. 
What motivates it? Prior to the 
last General Election, Major 
gave the game away in an ad-
dress to the Scots. Advising 
them against going for inde-
pendence, he remarked that 
only as a uni t could the 
separate nations of these is-
lands exercise real influence 
inside the EC. What he really 
meant was that only by retain-
ing and enlarging the 
integration of these national 
under English hegemony 
could the English governing 
establishment acquire to itself 
some clout in its rivalry with 
the Germans and the French. 

It is therefore highly unlike-
ly that the little Englanders of 
either hue will be prepared to 
disengage from Ireland unless 
greater pressure than exists at 
present is brought to bear on 
them. Perhaps that is why 
military installations along the 
border are having millions of 
pounds spent on their refur-
bishment and the British are 
pursu ing such a perverse 
strategy in the ongoing North-
ern talks. 

Finally, regarding the Irish 
government's input to these: 
some people are asking why 
the proposals of the New 
Ireland Forum have not been 
offered for discussion. These 
are said to be the preferences of 
the constitutional nationalism, 
with a unitary state the first of 
these options. Nothing has 
been hearJ of these. Why? 
Meanwhile Irish people will 
support the Taioseach's at-
tempt to have Section 75 of the 
Government of Ireland Act, 
1920, placed on the agenda 
since this is the real cause of the 
blood-letting in Belfast and 
London. 

M 



IN BRIEF 

Poet of the past 
Poetry, Lyrics and 
Prose, Joseph 
Conway Guinan, 
£4 95pbk 

THIS is a book which 
will be rend with 
by the reader from the 
rolHing hills of South Ar-
magh and the velvet 
meadows of Co Down. 
His pen will tell the very 
human feelings and his 
love of the ordinary 
people from which he 
sprung, first seeing the 
light of dav in Co Kil-
dare. 

To quote his son Mar-
tin: 'The main reason for 
the publication of this 
edition was to preserve 
for future generations a 
little flavour of the feel-
ings, writing and lyrics 
of an Irishman, married 
to an Englishwoman, 
who epxerienced the hor-
rors of war, knew pover-
ty, had successes, 
enjoyed the 'crack' and 
lived in hope for a better 
world." PJM 

Close to the 
bone 
The Meateaters, 
Michael Collins, 
Jonathan Cape, 
£13.95 hbk 

MICHAEL Collins is a 
new name in Irish fiction 
and on the basis of this 
excellent collection of 
short stories, his name 
will be an enduring one. 
Two of his stories, all of 
which concern modern-
day Ireland, are of par-
ticular note: The Ltead' 
and 'The Butcher's 
Daughter', which use the 
Troubles as a backdrop. 
The stories are macabre, 
darkly funny and always 
close to the bone. EF 

Ring of truth 
Cowboys and Indians, 
Joseph O' Connor, 
Flamingo, £4.99 pbk 

JOSEPH O'Connor's first 
novel will ring very true 
to anyone who has done 
a stint in London. Its 
'hero' Eddie Virago, a 
well-meaning punk from 
Dublin, goes through a 
series of experiences that 
are all too familiar to 
emigrants: the conmen, 
the crummy accommoda-
tion, Irish yuppies, crap-
py jobs, friends selling 
out and the inexorable 
sense of futility. All told 
with an irrepressible 
sense of humour and 
remarkable eye for the 
real truth. EF 

Martin Dillon s guessing games aisift 
the Milltown massacre 

• Mourners take cover during Michael Stone's attack on the funeral of the Gibraltar Three 

Conor Foley 
Stone Cold: The True Story 
of Michael Stone and the 
Milltown Massacre, Martin 
Dillon, Hutchinson, £16.99 
hbk 

IN THE autumn of 19881 
was at a small party in a 
student flat in south Bel-

fast. At a certain point in the 
evening the talk turned to the 
Milltown massacre of a few 
months previously when a 
loyalist hitman launched an 
attack on a republican funeral 
in which three mourners 
were killed. Most of the 
people in the flat had been at 
the funeral of the three IRA 

volunteers: Mairead Farrell, 
Sean Savage and Daniel Mc-
Cann killed in Gibraltar by 
the SAS. Not all of them were 
republicans. Some had 
known Mairead from her ac-
tivities in the Queens Univer-
sity women's group. Others 
had been simply shocked at 
the manner or their execution 
in an obviously pre-planned 
ambush. 

I had watched the scenes 
on television and flown over 
to Belfast just days after the 
deaths at Milltown had been 
overshadowed by another 
killing, in Andersonstown, 
later that week. Two soldiers, 
armed but in plain clothes, 
had driven at speed into the 
front of the funeral cortege of 

one of the Milltown dead. 
Their route was'blocked by 
black taxis and they were 
hauled from their car by 
angry, frightened mourners, 
beaten up, stripped and later 
shot by the IRA. Only days 
before, the security forces 
had managed to rescue the 
loyalist, Michael Stone, after 
he was apprehended by 
mourners, but this time they 
did not even try to save the 
lives of their own soldiers. 

Talk at the party inevitab-
ly turned from the 
traumatised horror of the 
scenes to the questions that 
had puzzled everyone ever 
since. Who was Stone and 
how had he known that the 
security presence in west Bel-

Scarpering from his beginning to his 
early end 
Sean McGarry 
The Scarperer. Brendan 
Behan. A rena . Ar row 
Books. £2.95 pbk 

WHO was the Scar-
perer? Is he simply the 
mysterious figure 

whose influence enables a 
group of prisoners to break 
out of Dublin's Mountjoy 
Penitentiary? (Presumably 
they were not penitent.) 

And who was Brendan 
Behan? Another mysterious 
figure, whose influence 
enabled millions of readers 
worldwide to escape from 
their ignorent servitude and 
feel liberated by contact with 
an Irish genius, who shot 
across the skies like a comet 
and made us wonder 
whether he had really burst 
into the cosy literary dens 
and onto the stale London 
stage and the frozen TV 
studio set to transform them 

with the force of his unique, 
yet very Irish personality and 
passion. 

Are the Irish wayward to 
a fault, you might ask, as you 
follow Brendan's plot, which 
for superficial daftness, 
belongs to Beckett's Godot 
and Joyce's Ulysses in its dis-
regard for convention and its 
ability to shock. 

What do Irish mothers put 
in their babies' milk - pot-
teen? Irish children are much 
loved, brought up fondly but 
strictly; they love Mom and 
Dad and respect the Church 
and appear as normal as a 
Sunday roast; and thro 
whoo6h! They write books 
that alarm, frighten, stun, 
and make you swear off the 
stuff or become an addict. 

Are the Irish writers of 
Behan's ilk original or 
aboriginal, bewitched or 
witching, geniuses or genuin-
ly daft? Am I daft to worship 
the man and to mourn his 
death at the early age of 41? 

I am tempted to echo the 
blurb and say that The Scar-
perer is a magnificent novel. It 
made me laugh and wonder 
what the French made of 
Brendan. He was nobody's 
fool. This novel, though dis-
tinctly odd, has a plot and is 
well-constructed. It is about 
people who scarper, that is to 
say, escape or flee. Probably, 
you scarpered in your time 
from family, school, church 
or whatever. I scarpered once 
from the factory; and then 
from the RAF when they 
wanted to courtmartial me; 
and from Oxford when they 
wanted to hold on to me; and 
from Africa when the 
colonial regime wanted me 
dead. 

But compared with Behan, 
I was a beginner. The im-
penitent, impecunious Bren-
dan scarpered from 
beginning to his early end, 
which is pretty much the p 
of this wild, intriguing. Iris 
novel, too. . 

fast would be lifted that 
morning? What was the 
mysterious police van doing 
on the motorway to which 
Stone headed to make his es-
cape? What were those sol-
diers doing in 
Andersonstown? Why had 
they not escaped when they 
had the chance and why had 
they been allowed to die? 

Someone suggested that 
the soldiers had been 
sacrificed to draw attention 
from Milltown. At the time I 
disagreed with her. After 
reading Dillon's book I am 
not so sure. 

Dillon writes well but he 
rushes things. His research is 
sloppy and he takes too 
many claims at face value. 
His revelations are a bit like a 
Channel 4 documentary: sen-
sational but suspect. 

His latest account tells the 
story of Michael Stone: thug, 
thief, loner, womaniser and 
killer. A murderous teenager 
who graduated from street-
fights and car stealing to tor-
turing Catholics in the 
"romper-rooms'" of the early 
1970s. A friend of Ginger 
Baker and bodyguard to 
Tommy Herron, he dropped 
out of mainstream loyalist 
paramilitarism when Baker 
turned out to be a British 
agent and Herron was shot 
by his own side. Brought 
back by John McMichael, he 
operated as a freelancer carry-
ing out killings for the UDA 
while its leaders racketeered 
and the organisation stag-
nated. 

There are many interest-
ing claims in Dillon's book 
and the collusion with the 

security forces is well docu-
mented. The problem is its al-
moat total reliance cm Stone's 
testimony, supplemented by 
occasional quotes from 
anonymous loyalist and intel-
ligence sources. 

Dillon does not get far 
beneath Stone's skin, but 
maybe Stone is deep down 
superficial. He says he 
respects women and would 
never harm a child but he 
abandons partners who be-
come pregnant and has a 
violent temper. Apolitical, he 
claims a macho code of 
honour. He murdered for 
prestige and money. A mer-
cenary sinn 6. 

Dillon says the loyalists 
had advance warning that 
the security forces would not 
be at Milltown and sanc-
tioned Stone's attack in 
revenge for the killing of Mc-
Michael. He says that Brian 
Nelson and another MI5 
agent knew of the plan and 
were later responsible for dis-
tancing Stone from the UDA. 

His next claim is more con 
troversial: that the soldiers in 
Andersonstown were part of 
an undercover and pre-
viously unknown unit, the 
FRU, responsible for dirty 
tricks and liaising with 
loyalists. He offers no proof, 
although his hypothesis 
about why the soldiers were 
left to die i* convincing. On 
the critical questions as to 
why they went in so lightly 
armed and why they aid not 
escape when they had the 
chance, however, he is only 
able to hazard the same gues-
ses that we made at that 
xuty. 

Beautiful 
Ireland 
calendars 
now in stock at 
Four 
Provinces 
Bookshop 
246 Gray's Inn 
Road, 
London-
WC1X8JR 

' v . \ ; , : ' * 

£2.50 sach plua SOp 
postage and packing 
No Ineraasa on laat 
year's prtoee 
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tic collection of Irish 

— — a — 

Doom 
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reduced and 
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Irish and 
English books 
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NEAR THE TOWN of Liacanna in the County of Clare 
Where many great Irishmen's plana were laid bare 
You saw the wild aeas as you stood on the heath 
And you wondeced and gazed at (he ocean beneath 
You're life of religion was never to be 
You soon found your way to the land of the free 
In the state of New Jersey perfected your plan 
And your work was unveiled as the great Fenian Ram 

CHORUS 
Some men for adventure had plans for the stars 
While Others had hoped to see Venna or Mais 
But you worked and you laboured to build your wild dream 
That you'd be the man with first submarine! 

O'Donovan Rossa, bold Breslin Devey 
Knew that Holland's invention waa for teal and no toy 

•ea 
The English protested complained to Old Sam 
Of a mischievous boat called the Great Fenian Ram 
Oh he's just an inventor we've nothing now to hide 
John Bull was so angry when the Yankee replied 

'Neath the waves of the ocean this craft was at home 

As the ship moved so silently 'Math the rivers and waves 
An attack on the Empire was prevented by spies 
And the cause was all crushed in dissension and lies 
But Uncle Sam's navy waa so proud of your boat 
That the Holland's the name of the first sub afloat 

And here as I stand beside New York Bay 
I can see the way you're remembered today 
For your lutme it is written on tnmiek aaden ships 

Be proud son of Ekeann an Irishman he 
John Holland the first for to voyage 'naath the sea 
Lai the statue of liberty a beacon shine free 
for John HoUand the first for to vayage 'naath the sea 
• THE WOLFE TONES 

'f / 

THE BLACK AND TANS they a n * to stay 
To wipe the Irish cowards away 
But oh their lovely holiday 
Was spoilt by Bany's column 

Oh but isn't itgreattosefc the Tommies and the RIC 

No aims I 
But o'er the seal . 
If caught by Barry's column 

Along the kmelyroadthey climbed 
•Armed infrentand anned behind 
We're sorry but that bridge was mined 
Said the lads from Barry's column 

They stopped forest just for aspati 
Some hand grenades among them fell 

Said the lads from Barry's column 

n 
WHERE Lagan streams sing lullaby, thaw Mows a lily fair; 

" The twilight's gleam is ift her eye, the night k on her hah; 
And like a lovesick leanashee she has my heart In thrall: 
No life I own nor liberty, for love is toed of att. 

:» > • 
<And 

Roddy McCoriey 
HO! see the fleet-feet boats of men 

Who speed with feces wan 
From farmstead and from Saber's cot 

Upon the banks of Banni 
They come with vengeance in their 
eyes, 

Too late, too late are they, 
For Roddy McCoriey goes to die 

On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Oh Ireland, Mother Ireland, 
You love them still the beat. 

The fearless brave who fighting fell 
Upon your hapless breast; 

But never a one of all your dead 
More bravely fell m fray, 

Than he who marches to his fete 
On the Bridge of Toeme today. 

Up the narrow atreet he stepped, 
Smiling and proud and young; 

About thehemo rope on his neck 
The golden ringlets dung. 

There's never a tear iun the blue, blue 
eyes, 

Both glad and bright are they 
As Roddy McGorleygoes to die, 

On the Bridge of Toome today. 

The grey coat and its sash of preen 
Were brave Sndetaintess men; 

A banner flash beneath the sun 
Over the marching men. 

The coat hath many a rent this noon 
The sash is torn away, 

And Roddy McCoriey goes to die, 
On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Oh, how his pike flashed in the sun! 
Then found a foeman's heart! 

Through furious fight and heavy 
odds, 

He bore a true man's part; 
And many a redcoat in nve dust 

Before his keen pike-play; 
But Roddy McCorky goes to die 

On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Because he loved the motherland, 
Because he tared the Green, 

He goes to meet the martyr's fete 
With proud and hjoyous mien, 

T q j c to the last, true of the last, 
He treads the upward way: 

Young Roddy McCoriey goes to die 
On die Bridge of Toome today. 

PETER MULLIGAN S 
PEEPSHOW 

Power-sharing 

"JAMES MOLYNEAUX and many in Ma Water Unlontat 

the idaa of sharing power with CathoMcs ramakw 

IMPERIAL HYPOCRISY "It (Britain's) present stance 
la that of an heneet twohar, holding the ring between 
Northern lretand,es<|uabbllngparttee...andeupportfor 
the union tt la pledged to maintain."Editorial, The Deity 
<1 

SOiU ! r. "There la n o pwiltientet eotutkm. 
F*in ua not opposed to discussion. Does this process 
Involve real dialogue or merely the building of tt-
lualons?" Mltchai McLoughlln, Chair of Sinn FWn'e Six 
Country Executive. The Guardian 

PAID INFORMER "Rupert Alia son, MP for Torbay, said 
the arreet and conviction of Nelson set a 'dangeroue 
precedent' which could put off other InfOrmenta from 
providing vital MtaMgance on terrorist activities In 
Ulster. He worked undercover for the army while ha waa 
an . . _ .. .. 
son Is still loan (eolation cell at the top security Crumlln 
Road (all In BeHaet, awaiting transfer to a prison on the 
mainland." The Tlmee 
L O Y A L DEFENCE -We never purported to be a pollti-

, We are a defence group." UDA statement to 

The European Court of Humani 
r .ad the caae of Brannlgan and McBride 

The case concerns the human rights requlre-
detention the detainee ahouid be 

uwpuy uwfore a Judge. Seven-day detentions 
I by the Secretary of State violate thie rule. 

Britain's derogation from the provlelon of the ECHR is 
an Important iaaue In the caae. Once mors Britain la 
shamed before the world for Its treatment of thelrieh. 
KArtdJilJJMtililM "Tha police call for (a) the 
extonelon of the Prevention of Terrorlem Act (PTA) to 
remove the constraint of 'reasonable grounds' when 
they suepecteparaon of having committed an offence." 
.... "A further particular consideration In this respect to 
that the principal tarroriet threat to the Unltad Kingdom 
and to UKfntoreete on the continent of Europe oemee 
from the Provisional IRA, not from terroriat organlse-
tions external to the community." The Poltoe Service 
eubmlsslonto migration control at the external bordera 
of theEuropeanCommunlty.Home Affairs SelectCom-
mlttee Report, HC 2154, II andlll, 1002.. 

MdSbMifcHlEl Channel Four are getting a hammering 
from the security forces after defying the chaigee 
brought by the RUC and under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act. The thought police have now been In-
structed to enforce atata censorship. Scotland Yard'e 
SOI equad have raided the home of Ben Hamilton, a 
programme researcher. He hae been charged with per-
jury arising from the RUC High Court action against 
Channel Fourfor refusing to dtadoee the sourcs of their 
Information on RUC coHuMon with the focal Inkatha. He 
stated on his rslsaas: "I have not committed perjury. I 
have simply told the truth. Thie la a political trick 
designed to ahlft the focua away from the death equade 
to Channel Four." 
KMllgldMdEfEia It la not known whether Oldfleld 
(former Security chief of MI6 In Northern Ireland) took 
the 'full life' teat, in which queetlona about 
homosexuality are asked, or the shorter 'counter-
Intelligence' version, which asks such questions aa 
•Are you working for a foreign power?' The Obeerver 

LAST WORD 

"Our Injustice created the situation [In Northern 
Irelsnd] ;snd by constantly repeating that wo wM maln-
tslnHss long aa-the majority'wtehK, we actively InNNt 
Protectant and Catholic from working out a « w inure 
• m i h s r Tkla la i h * mi%t nl Win u I a I a i i m " 
togstnar. Tnis a BAKER. AnoncanBtehoo -



ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

We're all prisoners of our families, understanding our ancestry is the first step to liberation 

Growing up in a Celtic UN 

11 BLACK SHEEP? PBE's 3 x great grandfather taken In 
1860, aged 84, wearing the medal won in tha Penineuiar 
Campaign 

FROM mv father , as 
d e m o n s t r a t e d last 
month , I received a 
tradition of Irish left-
wing republicanism. 

From mv mother, I received 
the t rad i t ion of English 
radical ism and , s t rangely 
enough, a pan-Celtic overview 
which has long been part of my 
philosophy 

My father, coming from 
Ireland via France, met my 
mother in London in 1926. My 
mother was from an old estab-
lished Sussex family named 
Randell which traced its 
lineage, in unbroken line, back 
io the 16th century. The name 
means 'wolf shield'. And as 
Saxon families go, they were a 
somewha t individual is t 
bunch. One of their earliest 
records was a letter from the 
mayor of Rye, Sussex, to the 
sheriff of the county, Edward 
Pelham, in 1592, demanding 
that one of my mother's ances-
tors be a r res ted being 'a 
common forger of passports ... 
he is a very dangerous fellow 
and writes manv hands'. Good 
to know there were scribes in 
the family even in the days of 
'Good' Queen Bess! 

The inn, which my 10 x 
great-grandfather ran in 
Cromwell's day, still stands in 
Rodmell, near Newhaven. A 4 
x great-grandfather kept up 
the anarchistic family tradition 
by being a notorious smuggler 
who, sadly, was caught when 
his horse was shot from under 

him by the Excise men in 1790. 
The only 'black sheep', so 

far as I am concerned, was my 
3 x great grandfather who 
joined the British Army in 
1794, served until 1816, and 
fought in the Peninsular Cam-
paign, the American War of 
'1812' and returned to be part 
of the army of occupation in 
France after Waterloo. He was 
a Staff Sergeant of the Royal 
Artillery Drivers Corps and, 
during the period, wrote a 
series of detailed letters to his 
wife (which were kept by the 
family and later extracts pub-
lished) which now provide a 
source of information on con-
di t ions for the ordinary 
soldiers during the Napoleonic 
Wars. 

But there were fascinating 
cultural mixes in the family. 
My mother's mother was of a 
Breton family who were politi-
cal exiles and the family was 
replete with Celtic branches. 
Two great-great uncles were 
doughty Scots Gaels while 
another branch of the Randell 
family had settled in Wales in 
the 18th Century becoming 
Welsh-speakers and doing 
their bit for Welsh inde-
pendence. However, two of 
them turned out to fight 
American Colonel Tate 's 
Black Legion' when they 

landed near Fishguard in 1797. 
An extant letter from their 

father, Franci» Randell, to his 
wife from Milford Haven, on 
February 23, 1797, was pub-

lished in the South Wales Eli-
ning Post (February 24, 1937) 
and tells her: 'Our two 
sons...joined the Earl of 
Cawdor's force to round (up) 
the French soldiers who 
landed in Fishguard last 
night'. Well, we can't all be 
politically sophisticated. Some 
readers may remember my 
historical novel The Liberty Tree 
(1982) was about this event, an 
event first learnt about as a 
child from my mother's family 
traditions. 

The Welsh Randells were 
mostly mariners, one of whom 
was involved in transporting 
Welsh immigrants to 
Patagonia in the 1860s where 
they intended to set up an in-
dependent Welsh-speaking 
state called Y Wladfa. The area 
remains Welsh-speaking 
today but was annexed by 
Buenos Aires within a few 
years of the settlement. 
There were other, immediate 
members of the family who 
represented the Celtic world; 
one of my mother's sisters 
married a Scot, another a 
Welshman, a brother married 
a Welsh lady, and, my mother, 
of course, married an Irish-
man. 

Growing up in that atmos-
phere was like being in a Celtic 
united nations. 

My great-great grandfather 
William (d.1844) ran the first 
circulating library in his vil-
lage, at well as hia own 
printing press. When he wai 
not printing other people's 
books he was writing his own 
and publishing them. He was 
known, according to a contem-
porary local newspaper, as "Mr 
Read-all', a play on his name. 

There were other members 
of the family engaged in 
literary endeavours such as 
Henry Randell who turned out 
a rather forgettable tome en-
titled An Essay on the Law of 
Perpetuity (1822) and Thomas 
Randell who published his 
first volume of poetry in 1826 
forbiddingly entitled The Day 
of Judgment and other poems. 
Later in the century another 
Thomas Randell of St John's 
College, Oxford, was turning 
out works of Biblical scholar-
ship, such as On the Date of St 
Polycarp's Martyrdom (1885). 

My mother's family, at this 
period in the late Victorian age, 
were radical Liberals in 
politics, isolated in a veritable 
sea of Sussex Tories. There was 
a strong Liberal tradition in the 
family. 

David Randell (1851-1912), 
whom my mother recalled 
very vividly, was Liberal MP 
for the Gower, South Wales, in 
1888-1900. David came from 
the Welsh branch. He was a 
solicitor in Llanelli and took on 
a lot of work on behalf of 
miners, fighting cases against 
the employers. One commen-
tator regarded him as a 'quasi-

Socialist'. Certainly in those 
days before the Labour Party, 
workers' representatives were 
found in the radical wing of the 
Liberal Party. 

David was sponsored in his 
stand for parliament by the 
local miners and t inplate 
workers. He was a close friend 
and colleague of the famous 
"Mabon', the Rhondda MP, 
Williams Abraham, whose 
leadership helped the small 
and autonomous district 
unions to united to form the 
South Wales' Miners' Federa-
tion, several members of which 
went to Ireland to join the Irish 
Citizen Army during the War 
of Independence. David also 
became a friend and supporter 
of Keir Hardie who entered 
parliament as the first ever 
Labour MP. He won the seat at 
Merthyr Tydfil in 1900. This 
was actually the start of the 
break between the working 
class vote and the Liberal 
Party. 

I have seen some criticism 
of David, not only for his 
Socialism but also because he 
was a 'Welsh nationalist", that 
is, he was a suppor ter of 
Cymru Fydd, the group o£ 
Welsh Liberal MPs seeking 
self- government for Wales. 
These MPs were closely con-
nected with men like Michael 
Davitt and other Irish and 
Scots MPs who saw a broader 
Celtic connection. They had 
made an attempt to set up a 
Celtic League in 1886. It's nice 
to know that he was among my 
ancestors. His speeches in Par-
liament were mainly to do 
with working class rights or 
with status for the Welsh lan-
guage. 

"If it was to be held indis-
pensable in India that a judge 
should understand the lan-
guage of the people in his 
district, a similar qualification 
should surely be held to be in-
disensable in Wales," he once 
demanded. 

MY grandfather remained 
a radical Liberal until his 
death in 1943, aged 93 

years. He had been active in his 
local Liberal Party until 1918. 
He had a married Sarah-Ann 
DuLake whose father Jean-
Joseph DuLac had been the son 
of a Breton political refugee 
who had settled in Croydon. 
Jean-Joseph senior had 
worked on the staff of the 
Breton Procurer-G6n6ral, La 
Chalotais. La Chaiatois was a 
highly progressive politician 
and several times had chal-
lenged France's centralist 
monarchy as it made attempts 
to abolish Breton autonomy. 

One Breton historian has 
described the Chalotais affair' 
as the most famous casTcrf 
resistance 
by the Breton Parliament. La 

Chalotais had opposed a 
decision of Louis XV imposed 
on Brittany. His resistance is 
seen as the forerunner of the 
Revolution, which started in 
Rennes in 1788. Many Bretons 
had re turned to Brittany 
having fought in the American 
War of Independence bringing 
the creed of The Rights of 
Man' with them, such as Ar-
mand de la Rouerie. 

Then in 1790, following the 
French Revolution, the French 
government abolished the 
Breton parliament and its inde-
pendence, which led to a bitter 
warfare: Breton republicans 
and Breton monarchists fought 
with French Republicans and 
French monarchists in a war 
which lasted nearly 15 years. 
Even for 10 years after that, 
warfare continued to disrupt 
Brittany. Many members of the 
Breton Parliament, like its 
president, de la Houssaye and 
La Chalotais, had fled into 
exile. 

Many Breton republicans 
and progressives had made 
their way across the Channel 
and settled in England. La 
Chalotais^himself settled in 
England. Jean-Joseph senior 
continued to work in exile for 
the re- establishment of Breton 
independence and, indeed, the 
creation of a separate Breton 
republic. Here his son was 
born, who anglicised the name 
from DuLac to DuLake. His 
daughter became my 
grandmother. 

My mother, who died last 
December, one month away 
from her 95th birthday, in-
herited a similar family 
passion for history as had my 
father. Among her papers was 
a 70,000 word memoir of her 
life growing up between 1897 
and 1918 which she had 
started writing at the age of 90 
years and had just finished 
before her death. I am hoping 
to get this enthralling social 
document published one of 
these days. 

My mother had grown up 
in the radical tradition and 
joined the Women's Social and 
Political Union just before 
World War 1, as soon as she 
was old enough. She remained 
firmly committed to the ides of 
radical social progress and was 
staunchly anti-imperialist. 
Until the time of her death she 
continued to be upset over the 
continuance of the war in 
Ireland, finding it hard.to ac-
cept that the Labour and 
Liberal Parties, with their 
philosophical claims, did not 
support , as official party 

immediate disengage-

In sorting out the boxes of 
her mementos recently, I dis-
covered that she had 
symbolically kept her 1926 
union card (the year of the 
Great Strike). She had then 
been Working in London as 

wardrobe mistress in the 
Matheson Lang theatre com-
pany in the West End. 

Lang, a Scots Canadian, 
was a matinee idol who had 
appeared in silent movies and 
played cameo roles in some of 
the talkies. My mother loved 
the theatre and when I was in 
my early 'teens she would take 
me regularly once a week. It 
became a Monday evening 
ritual. In those days, of course, 
theatre prices were affordable 
to most people. I have retained 
a love of theatre ever since. 

So there you have it. I am 
heir to two family traditions. 

My father, and his family, 
with left-wing Irish 
republicanism and my 
mother's family with its pan-
Celtic and English radicalism. 

We are all, to some extent, 
the 'prisoners' of our parents 
and therefore of our ancestry. 
Understanding our ancestry is 
thefirst step to personal libera-
tion. 1 believe that I have had 
good fdtfune in my ancestry. 
They were not rich nor power-
ful, these ancestors. I grew up 
in hard times during a period 
when my father's income as a 
free-lance journalist was 
precarious and when my 
mother, formerly a wardrobe 
mistress, return to dressmak-

I can remember visits to the 
'pawn shop'. I inherited no sil-
ver spoon out of all this 
ancestry unless it was the sil-
ver spoon of a cultural and 
political awareness. 

From this background, I 
gained a compulsion to want 
to know about things, especial-
ly about historical 
development, to investigate 
and to communicate my find-
ings to others. I have become a 
compulsive researcher and 
writer. As I approach my 50th 
birthday, I find (and am quite 
terrified by the finding) that I 
have now published a total of 
54 books, of which 22 have 
been written under my own 
name. It was only after I had 
been in journalism some time 
that I felt the necessity to 
return to higher education and 
get my degrees in Celtic 
studies. 

I believe I was just lucky 
that both sides of my ancestry 
had a deep commitment to 
progressive ideas and an-ap-
preciation of history, both on a 
personal as well as on a com-
munity level. They believed in 
keeping documentation rather 
than keeping land or posses-
sions of monetary value; 
their's was an inheritance of 
ideas which is a greater 
prosperity than objects. 

Perhaps it is from these an-
cestors that the question can 
best be answered as to why a 

rson named Peter Berres- | 
d Ellis could attempt to 

A History of the Irish 
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