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Mr Major... it's time to 
call the Unionist bluff 
Br i t a i n needs 

to call the 
Unionist bluff. 
There can be 
no forward 

movement on the North-
ern problem until the 
absurd pretensions of 
Paisley and Molyneaux 
are tackled head-on. 
Unionists speak as if they 
possess a unilateral right 
to union, when clearly 
there is no such thing. 
There can only be rights 
of separation. 

Fewer than one-fifth of 
the British people want 
to keep the Union with 
the North. To move 
things forward in the 
North, consent to the end 
and consent to the means 

eed to be distinguished 
om one another and not 
dged. 
Neither London nor 

Dublin can accord 
Unionists a veto on 
Britain adopting the 
policy end of working 
towards ultimate Irish 
reunification. 

But they can agree 
pragmatically to accord a 
veto on the necessary 
means to that end — ie, 
the financial, constitu-
tional and political 
measures a Northern 
majority would have to 
agree to at the end of the 

day if it were willingly to 
consent, more properly 
assent, to the ending of 
the union. 

It is like one party in a 
marriage union saying to 
the other: "I want a 
separation, but I want 
your consent to the terms 
and the alimony." 

In Ireland that 
"alimony" will call for 
the continuation of 
British subsidies for a 
period, and their phasing 
out, and transference to 
an All-Ireland Exche-
quer, over 20-30 years. 

But that should be 
more attractive for 
British taxpayers than 
the present prospect of 
these subsidies continu-
ing indefinitely. 

For Britain to say that 
it looked favourably on a 
united Ireland would be 
a profound defeat for 
Unionism. It would 
mean the end of Orange 
hopes of being top-dog in 
the North. 

But, paradoxically, 
that would open up new 
ways for them to stand 
on their own feet for the 
first time, to negotiate 
their future with their fel-
low-country people on 
the island and to achieve 
the self-respect they can 
never have while they | 

•They've got to learn they've no unilateral right to union 

are Britain's lap-dogs. 
In present circumstan-

ces Taoiseach Albert 
Reynolds can look for 
nothing less from Britain 
than his predecessors 
Haughey , Lynch, 
Lemass, and before them 
DeValera, have all done. 
That is, to urge that the 
British government indi-
cate a willingness to look 
positively on a united 
Ireland, and agree to 

work over time to bring 
all the people of the is-
land together in one 
polity — instead of un-
derwrit ing their 
continued division, or 
pretending to a bogus 
neutrality on the matter, 
as now. Proposals to 
change Articles Two or 
Three of the Constitu-
tion, which would 
strengthen the Union 
rather than weaken it, are 

totally irrelevant to that. 
If John Major and Co 

are unwilling to take this 
step because of their op-
portunistic deal with 
Ulster Unionism, then 
Dublin needs to look for 
allies to persuade Britain 
to change its policy. 

The first and most ob-
v ious such ally is 
organised British Labour 
and Liberal opinion. 
Dublin should use its 

foreign policy resources 
to woo that. 

Next is the US govern-
ment and then EC and 
general international 
opinion. Neither Dublin 
nor Irish nationalism as a 
whole are strong enough 
to change British policy. 
Which is why building 
an international alliance 
of support is now central 
to advancing the Irish na-
tional cause. 



DECEMBER 
C O M M E N T 

It's because 
they're there 

ANSWERING the question "why does 
Britain maintain its claim to 
sovereignty?" can't be done within the 
confines of the succession of 
soundbites that passes for debate 

within the mainstream media. But it's worth 
having a go if it sheds any light on the current 
goings-on at the Northern Ireland Office that 
pass for peace initiatives in the press. 

Peter Brooke declared in November 1990 that 
Britain had no selfish, strategic or economic in-
terest in remaining in Northern Ireland. In other 
words, it's not nightmares of a "Cuba off our 
shores" that disturb the sleep of an estab-
lishment dreaming of disengagement. Nor is it 
attachment to the financial payoffs of the British 
presence — there are none: it costs the Treasury 
£7 billion a year to stay — that prevents them 
from leaving. 

It's a profound politico-military conservatism 
that weds the establishment majority to the 
status quo. Britain is willing to preside over an 
apparently never-ending six-county conflict be-
cause its decision-makers fear what the future 
might hold were the borders of the United 
Kingdom ever to be called into question. The 
construction of a genuine peace process, which 
would have to include British withdrawal, 
would entail the partial dismantling of a body 
politic the ruling class is utterly familiar with, 
whose behaviour they can broadly predict, 
whose pulse they are fairly confident of being 
able to read. 

That's why they continue to look for the solu-
tion that won' t upset the UK applecart, and 
that's why they continue to press ahead with at-
tempts to re-instate devolved government in the 
North. 

It won't work. A return to Stormont govern-
ment will s imply postpone the negotiation of a 
constructive disengagement and condemn 
another generation on both sides of the water to 
the violence that is part and parcel of the British 
presence. 

What is needed now is a commitment to be 
wrung from the British government to make dis-
engagement its long-term strategic goal. It won' t 
be easy. But it 's not a pipedream, either. With 
Hume and Adams still talking, the Dublin 
government not hostile to their initiative and the 
genuine possibility of a Clinton peace envoy 
bringing pressure to bear from Washington, 
many of the elements are in place to secure 
change. The challenge remains what can be 
done in Britain. The Connolly Association has 
launched a new campaign to place Britain's 
claim to sovereignty — through Section 75 of the 
1920 Government of Ireland Act — at the centre 
of the current debate. We remain determined to 
help a just peace out of the realm of the possible 
and into the arena of the probable. 
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HEADLINES 

Ireland braces itself for 
grief from GATT 

D He's anxious about the fu-
ture of national identities 

TRADE 
Dublin correspondent 

IRELAND IS to ta l ly un-
prepared for the huge scale 
of redundancies and job los-

ses which are likely to hit the 
country's workforce following 
any new GATT agreement, 
predicted Irish Employment 
Minister Ruairi Qu inn last 
month. 

"The change that will be 
forced or negotiated or ab-
sorbed by us is going to be of a 
scale and depth that I don't 
think any of us realise," said 
the minister. 

As well as fears of the ef-
fects on industry, Irish farmers 
are, with French ones, up in 
arms at the rapid dismantling 
of the EC farm-price supports 

which the Americans are in-
sisting on through GATT, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade which alarms so 
many. 

European TV and f i lm-
makers fear that open-ended 
trade under GATT will lead to 
E u r o p e ' s TV and c inema 
sc reens be ing comple te ly 
swamped by the products of 
Holy wood. 

"What is at stake," says 
French President Mitterrand, 
"is the cultural identity of our 
na t ions , the right of each 
people to its own culture, the 
f r e e d o m to create and to 
choose our own images." 

Meanwhi le Third World 
countries fear that the GATT 
Uruguay Round, if it goes 
through, will throw open their 
banking, services and distribu-

tion networks to takeover by 
Western multinationals, turn-
ing the m a s s of poorer 
coun t r i e s e v e n more into 
economic neo-colonies. 

There a r e c lea r ly good 
reasons therefore for welcom-
ing a breakdown of the GATT 
talks. Then governments can-
not plead GATT in face of the 
wishes of their electorates, but 
will have to listen to what or-
dinary people want. 

As economic tensions grow 
between the capitalist First 
World countries, it is still an 
open question whether their 
desire to join in a common ex-
ploitation of the Third World 
even more wi l l be s t rong 
enough to o v e r c o m e the 
economic differences among 
themselves that may yet have 
them at one another 's throats. 

Norway and Sweden back away 
from Brussels 

EC UNION 
European reporter 

IN THE recent Norwegian 
e l ec t ions the anti-EEC 
Centre Party almost trebled 

its seats, from 11 to 31. As the 
le f t -wing Socialists got 13 
sea ts , N o r w a y ' s anti-
Marketeers now command at 
least 45 seats in the the Parlia-
ment — enough to make EC 
membership impossible for 
Norway, as its constitution 
says that three-quarters of 
deputies would have to ap-
prove this, in addition to the 
people in a referendum. 

Norway's rejection of the 
EC will affect Sweden and Fin-
l a n d , where the pro-
Marketeers have lost their 
major argument — that the 
Swedes and Finns would be 
isolated in case of a No to Brus-
sels rule. Especially in Finland 
this argument may now be 
reversed: that the Finns will 
become isolated if they join the 
EC and Sweden stays out. 

Only 29 per cent of Swedes 
would vote for EC member-
ship, according to the latest 
polls, while 45 per cent would 
s a y No. As S w e d e n goes 
deeper into its. worst recession 
s i n c e the 1930s, o r d i n a r y 

Swedes are not buying the 
message of big business that 
the cure is to join the Common 
Market with its 15 million un-
employed. 

And opinion polls in France 
say that if the French were 
going to a r e f e r endum on 
Maastricht today, a year after 
they approved the treaty by a 2 
per cent majority, the result 
would be a convincing No of at 
least 54 per cent. 

Resistance to EC member-
ship is strongest among French 
voters who support the Na-
tional Front or the Communist 
Party, 80 per cent of whom say 
No. 

Expert argues Casement 
diaries are for real 
HISTORY 

Democrat reporter 

TESTS conducted by inde-
p e n d e n t h a n d w r i t i n g 
expert Dr David Baxen-

da l e have con f i rmed the 
au then t i c i ty of Roger 
Casement ' s 'Black Diaries', 
selective leaking from which 
effectively put paid to all hope 
of the British granting clemen-
cy towards their author when 
it became known that he was 
homosexual 

Casement was sentenced to 
death by the British for treason 
for his part in attempting to 
secure German military sup-
port for the 1916 Easter rebel 

lion, and many have suspected 
that the leaks were forged in 
order to ensure Casement did 
not escape the hangman. 

They certainly made sure of 
that. Casement was executed 
in Pentonville Prison on 3 
August 1916. 

But in the decades since his 
death, debate has continued to 
rage about the provenance of 
the journals, and there can be 
little doubt that homophobia 
has played just as significant 
part in the discussion as has 
v iscera l suspicion of dirty 
t r i c k s by the British 
authorities. 

But Birmingham-based Dr 
Baxendale, who examined the 
Black Dairies earlier this year 

In the Gaullist Party, the 
RPR, prominent Maastricht 
opponents like National As-
sembly speaker Philippe 
Seguin can claim they have 
two-thirds of RPR voters be-
hind them, even though the are 
in a minority in the parliamen-
tary group. 

No party in the French Na-
tional Assembly can show a 
united electorate backing their 
European policy. Even among 
Mitterrand's socialists 31 per 
cent say No, as do 50 per cent 
of Greens and nearly half the 
voters for Giscard d'Estaing's 
officially pro-Maastricht UDF 
party. 

for BBC Radio Four, declared 
that the journals had not been 
tampered with, and, more im-
portantly, that the handwrit-
ing t h r o u g h o u t w a s 
Casement's. 

This was the first occasion 
that the Home Office had al-
lowed the diaries to be ex-
amined by a h a n d w r i t i n g 
expert. They remain classified 
documents until 2016. 

Histor ian Jeffrey Weeks 
was not s u r p r i s e d at Dr 
Baxendale's verdict. Having 
seen the journals in 1978, he 
said "they had the authentic 
flavour of what it was like to be 
a closeted, upper middle calss 
homosexual in the early part of 
the century." 

Great Irish Famine 
Remembrance 
Association 

Professor 
JJ Lee 
University 
College Cork 

Interpreting 
the famine 

7.30pm, 
Sunday 12 December 

Hammersmith 
Central Library. 

Further information: 
081-902 3799 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 3 p a g e 2 

HEADLINES 

Protests mount over PTA arrest of 
North Shields family 
TERROR LAW 

Alex Reid 

CONCERN is being raised 
over the arrests of a fami-
ly in North Shields, being 

held under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. The McNulty 
family were detained after a 
number of homes were raided 
following explosions carried 
out by the IRA in various sites 
in the north-east of England in 
April and June this year. 

Brian and Dorothy Mc-
Nulty, along with their son 
Sean and his girlfriend Susan, 
and their daughter Annette 
Walker, with Brian's brother 
Niall and his wife Val, were all 
arrested by heavily-armed 
police in different locations in 
North Shields. 

Niall and Val's children 
were taken into care at a local 
police station for 24 hours and 
Susan's children, aged six and 
14 were taken to an unknown 
location. Relatives were not al-
l o w e d to know their 
whereabouts. 

Val was released after 48 
hours without charge to find 
the police had ransacked her 
house and had taken every 
single item of her clothing, 
which is still to be returned. 

Susan was reunited with 
her children after she too was 
released from custody after 48 
hours without charge. 

Charges were eventually 
brought against Brian, 
Dorothy, Annette and Niall 
after being held for a full seven 
days under the PTA. All were 
charged under Section 18 of 

the Act which decrees anyone 
found guilty of withholding 
evidence about acts of ter-
rorism can be jailed for up to 
five years. Sean was charged 
with "conspiracy to cause ex-
plosions". 

Despite the relatively mipor 
charge against four of the 
defendants of witholding 
evidence, all were refused bail, 
and were taken to the 
notorious Durham prison and 
treated as category "A" 
prisoners. 

The health of Dorothy and 
Annette is causing concern to 
their relatives as both are on 
medication and have each lost 
around three stones in weight 
while in prison. Brian has a 
hereditary heart condition and 
has been refused vital treat-
ment by the prison authorities. 

The families are also angry 
at the way visitors of the ac-
cused have been treated. They 
h a v e been s t r i p - s e a r c h e d , 
children are frisked and visits 
are difficult to arrange due to 
the category "A" status of the 
accused. 
• Relatives have started a 
defence campaign and are as-
king for dona t ions to help 
them with prison visits, sta-
t iona ry , p h o n e cal ls and 
campaign materials. Dona-
t ions to be sen t to Janice 
Jordan, PO Box 158, Derby, 
DEI 9NB 

They are also asking for let-
ters to be sent to the Director of 
Public Prosecution, the Home 
Office and the Irish Embassy, 
in protest at the way the ac-
cused have been treated. 

1 993 
APPEAL 

Rush in 
the cash 
RUSH those donations 
in to 1993 Appeal, 
Connolly Association, 
244-246 Gray's Inn 
Road, London WC1. 

Meanwhile, thanks to: 
CC £10, M Wimms £5, M 
Brennan £5, J Hoey in 
memory of Gerald O'-
Reilly £30, F&J Jennings 
£15, Mrs O'Dwyer in 
memory of Liam O'-
Dwyer £10, Mrs E Carroll 
in memory of Desmond 
Greaves £10, S Bond in 
memory of Paddy Bond 
£100, P Mull in 15, 
banker's orders £140.56 
TOTAL TO DATE: 

£3,593.37 

CA sets its sights 
on Section 75 
CONFERENCE 

Democrat reporter 

THE Connolly Association 
launched a new campaign 
for the repeal of Britain's 

claim to sovereignty over the 
Six Counties at its annual con-
f e r e n c e in E d i n b u r g h last 
month. 

"This campaign is neces-
s a r y because p e a c e and 
d e m o c r a c y can only be 
realised in Ireland when the 
British government drops its 
c la im to sovere ign ty over 
Northern Ireland and enters 
into co-operation and negotia-
tions with the Irish govern-
ment and all interested parties 

Join the Connolly Association! 
The Connolly Association is the premier Irish 
organisation in Britain campaigning for civil liberties 
and fair employment in the Six Counties and for a repeal 
of the British claim to sovereignty over Northern 
Ireland. Membership costs a mere £10 a year (£12 for 
couples, £6 unwaged couples and £5 for individual 
students, unemployed and pensioners) and includes a 
free subscription to the Irish Democrat 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

I enclose a donation of £ _ 

Postcode 

towards the campaign 

Return this form with your cheque payable to Connolly 
Association to: 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 

to work towards the construc-
tion of a united, independent 
and democrat ic Ireland," a 
new briefing paper unveiled at 
the conference argues. 

Gues t speaker Anthony 
C o u g h l a n , Irish Democrat 
Dublin correspondent for over 
30 years, argued that it was an 
unfortuante political irony that 
the Hume-Adams initiative 
should have emerged at exact-
ly the moment when the elec-
toral arithmetic on the House 
of Commons militated against 
Britain coming clean about its 
long-term intentions vis a vis 
the Six Counties. 

Martin Moriarty, who has 
stood d o w n as genera l 
secretary after five years in 
post, argued that the window 
of opportunity for peace which 
Hume and Adams had opened 
between them made it vital 
that the Section 75 campaign 
become the centrepiece of the 
CA's political work over the 
next 12 months. 

"Doing what we have al-
ways done and in the way we 
have always done it is simply 
not enough if we arc to have 
any impact on the political 
process," he said. 

Held in Connolly's own 
birthplace amid heightened 
sectarian tensions one week 
after the Shankill Road bomb-
ing - the venue was picketed 
by local loyalists and a bomb 
threat telephoned to Lothian 
police - the conference set an 
extensive agenda of political 
work for the coming year. 

Delegates welcomed the 
Hume-Adams dialogue, and 
a rgued tha t if the peace 
process was to advance, in-
trusive legislation such as the 
broiadcasting ban had to be 
r emoved f r o m the s ta tu te 

book. They also agreed to cam-
paign in alliance with other 
civil liberties organisat ions 
aga ins t H o m e Secretary 
Michael Howard's proposals 
to remove the right to silence 
without self-incrimination. 

Democracy N o w ' s cam-
paign for the Labour Party to 
organise in the Six Counties 
was condemned, as was the 
decision not to prosecute three 
of the police officers involved 
in framing the Birmingham 
Six. 

The incoming Executive 
Council was urged to continue 
the Association's trade union 
work, and a new deal for af-
filiates, offering them better 
services and broader rights, 
was also agreed. 

Detailed consideration was 
given to the restructuring of 
the organisation in order better 
to action its political work, 
with specific targets on public 
meetings, Irish Democrat sales 
and membersh ip dr ives in 
Scotland and Wales and the 
regions of England all agreed. 

"The Conno l ly 
Association's message must be 
re-established in areas where 
branches once existed as well 
as areas where traditionally we 
have not been act ive," ex-
pla ined nat ional organiser 
Alex Reid. 

An 18-s t rong EC was 
e lec ted: Stella Bond, John 
Boyd, Catriona Coleman, Tony 
Donaghey, Enda Finlay, Conor 
Foley, Roz Foley, Jonathan 
H a r d y , David Granv i l l e , 
Teresa McGing, Maria 
Maguire, Tara Morre, Martin 
Moriarty, Peter Mulligan, Pat 
O ' D o n o h o e , Sean Reddin , 
Pa t sy T h o m s o n / E l e a n o r 
Hyland (job-share) and Willie 
Wallis. 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Bill Clinton and 
the general 

POLITICIANS and foreign affairs civil ser-
vants in Dublin are praying hard these days 
that no harm will come to the Irish soldiers 
they sent to Somalia last summer. They are 
now realising their folly in agreeing to take 

part in so-called UN "peace enforcement". 
Messrs Andrews, Reynolds and Spring insisted on 

changing the Irish Defence Act to permit the sending 
abroad of Irish troops as "peace-enforcers", not just 
peace-keepers as hitherto. 

Peace-enforcement is a euphemism for interference 
in the domestic affairs of other countries. It means 
there is no peace to start with, but that the UN at the 
behest of the Big Powers on the Security Council, will 
"enforce" the peace. This inevitably means lining up 
with one side and making enemies of the other. Inter-
ference in the domestic affairs of sovereign States to 
enforce human rights, which some now also advocate, 
is another way of opening the same can of worms. For 

what State is so without 
blemish as regards human 
rights that it can claim entit-
lement to enforce standards 
upon others? 

Security Council 
authorisation of US actions 
in the Korean War was the 
first example of UN "peace 
enforcement". The second 

f 0 J" was the Gulf War, which 
lead to the abominations of 
the "turkey-shoot" on the 
Basra Road. But in each of 
these examples there was a 
clear violation of State fron-
tiers and flagrant breach of 
international law and peace. 

Somalia, however, was 
"peace enforcement" of a new kind. It reflected 
American domination of the UN after the Cold War. It 
was to be the forerunner of future American interven-
tion in the internal affairs of States all round the 
world under UN authorisation, with humanitarian 
need or "human rights violations" to be used as jus-
tification for sending in troops by the new policemen 
of democracy. The Americans completely failed to act 
impartially to disarm the various Somali clans and fac-
tions when they first entered that famine-struck 
country, when such action would have been popularly 
accepted. Instead they embarked on a quarrel with 
clan-leader and so-called "war-lord" Aidid. UN com-
mander, US Admiral Howe, supported by UN 
Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali, set out to teach the 
Somalis a lesson with guns, rockets and helicopters. 

What peace-enforcement can lead to the US found 
out when it suffered its worst military defeat since the 
Vietnam War at the hands of Aidid, whose writ runs 
in the capital, Mogadishu. There were 16 Americans 
killed in an attempt to capture him, plus 200 Somalis 
whom nobody in the West particulaly worried about. 
The US hostages that were first taken, then released, 
reminded people sharply of the Iranian hostage crisis 
that broke President Carter. In face of indignant 
public opinion President Clinton now says US troops 
will will be gone from Somalia by next March. The 
Italians say they intend leaving too, so what about the 
Irish and the rest? 

The Irish should never have gone to Somalia in the 
first place and the sooner they leave the better. The aid 
agencies are horror-struck at the US and UN be-
haviour. Somalia will have taught the US a lesson in 
the folly of intervening in other people's quarrels. 
People everywhere will now take note that if US sol-
diers interfere in someone else's country, the way to 
get them out is to influence American opinion back 
home. The Clinton Administration will now surely 
think again before supporting that other lunatic 
United Nations scheme to send 30,000 NATO troops 
under the UN flag to Bosnia. 

General Aidid for certain is no saint. He may in-
deed be quite a nasty piece of work. But in the per-
verse and ironical way in which history often works, 

'Peace 
enforcement 
is a 
euphemism 

interference 
in other 
countries' 

we may all for years to come be politically in his debt. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

"1 Dublin cannot abandon Northern Nationalism 

It's just not 
enough to be 
nice to the 
Unionists... 
The Irish people 
expect Dick Spring 
to back the 
Hume-Adams 
initiative, argues 
our Dublin 
correspondent 

IS DICK Spring making a 
bags of Dublin's Northern 
policy? The Irish Labour 

leader is known to have said 
that he wanted to be Foreign 
Minister to he lp solve the 
Northern problem. But there is 
now widespread dismay in 
Labour c i rc les , as well as 
among the general public, that 
he is not up to the job. 

It is fairly clear now that 
Spring took over Iveagh House 
wi thout h a v i n g thought 

through any clear policy on 
how Ireland might be reunited 
— though this is a "must" for 
constitutional nationalism if 
the IRA are to be shown there 
is an alternative to militarism. 

The Labour leader showed 
no sign of grasping that the key 
to a solution is that the British 
government must be induced 
to base its policy on working 
towards ending partition — 
over however long a necessary 
t i m e s p a n to get N o r t h e r n 
majority consent to the terms 
of ultimate settlement — in-
s tead of conn iv ing at the 
pretence that Unionism pos-
sesses a veto on London adopt-
ing such a policy. 

If the Major government is 
reluctant for party political 
reasons to make such a policy 
shift, Dublin's priority should 
be to construct the maximum 
coalition of political forces 
within Britain itself, in the US 
and internationally, to per-
suade London to make such a 
change down the road. For in 
the post-Cold-War climate, 

with the US no longer backing 
Britain automatical ly, that 
change has now become in-
evitable. 

So when the Hume-Adams 
p r i n c i p l e s landed on the 
Tanaiste's lap in Iveagh House, 
he turned first to his closest ad-
visers, John Rogers and Fergus 
Finlay. Rogers is a barrister of 
Fine Gael background who in 
the past has advocated aban-
doning Ireland's claim to na-
t ional un i ty contained in 
Articles Two and Three of the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . That w o u l d 
leave Britain's assertion of 
supreme authority "over all 
persons, matters and things in 
Northern Ireland and every 
part thereof", expressed in Sec-
tion 75 of the 1920 Government 
of Ireland Act, stand without 
challenge thereafter. It would 
be an h i s tor ic victory for 
Unionism. 

Senior Unionist-inclined 
civil servants in Iveagh House, 
some of them Gar re t 
FitzGerald's acolytes from the 
time he was in charge there, 

but who were kept in their 
place while CJ Haughey ran 
Northern policy, backed up 
the advice of Messrs Rogers 
and Co. Together they per-
suaded the Tanaiste to sup-
p r e s s wha t i n s t i nc t i ve 
sympathy he might have had 
for Nor thern n a t i o n a l i s m , 
based on the fact that he was 
Dan Spring's son and TD for 
republican North Kerry. 

Conciliation 
This was the origin of Dick 
Spring's so-called "Six Prin-
ciples". When examined, they 
turned out to be essentially 
variations of one principle: 
conciliate the Unionists. 

They were s e i z e d on 
d e l i g h t e d l y by a n e r v o u s 
British government as a cloak 
to protect it from having to 
r e s p o n d m e a n i n g f u l l y to 
H u m e - A d a m s . T h e r e were 
suggestions that Spring was 
piqued personally at the way 
Hume-Adams put the SDLP 

leader centre stage. Such sug-
gestions are doubtless unwor-
thy, but it is well known there 
is small love for Hume among 
the Tanaiste's close advisers. 

As for Adams, they get 
quite bilious at the thought of 
him appearing in statesman's 
garb. Small-minded side-is-
sues of this kind distracted at-
ten t ion f rom the policy 
challenge posed to Dublin by 
H u m e - A d a m s and con-
tributed to Iveagh House's 
woeful mishandl ing of the 
matter. 

S p r i n g ' s Six Pr inc ip les 
showed the cock-up his ad-
visers got him into. Principle 
no 4 said that the Ulster 
Unionis ts , not a Nor the rn 
majority, had a veto. This was 
corrected by Secretary of State 
Mayhew — of all people — 
when he told the press the 
Tanaiste did not really mean 
what he said, but must be un-
derstood to mean a majority of 
Northerners as a whole. 

More significantly, there 
was nothing in Spring's Six 
Principles about Britain shift-
ing its policy to one of working 
t o w a r d s u l t imate Ir ish 
reunification, over however 
long a necessary timespan to 
get majority consent. So the es-
sence of Hume-Adams was not 
in them, despite attempts to 
pretend it was. 

The Tana i s t e a p p e a r e d 
therefore to be kicking North-
ern nationalists in the teeth. He 
had been misled by his ad-
visers into the barren game of 
being nice to Unionism, in the 
hope that they might thereby 
cease in t ime to be t ru ly 
Unionis t . John H u m e was 
being insul ted and Dublin 
seemed to be readying to ditch 
constitutional nationalism. 

Then the fur began to fly. It 
became clear there was mas-
sive support all over Ireland 
for H u m e - A d a m s . 
Churchpeople spoke in favour 
of it. N o r t h e r n b u s i n e s s 
l eade r s , some of them 
Unionist, were in favour. In 
Derry 500 letters daily sup-
porting Hume were delivered 
to his house. Fianna Fail Ard 
Fheis delegates gave Hume's 
name the loudest cheer of the 
day when Taoiseach Reynolds 
paid him tribute. Fianna Fail 
w o u l d c o u n t e n a n c e no 
unilateral change to Articles 
Two and Three, he said. A man 
from Knocknagoshel criticised 
Spring in the newspaper s . 
Things were starting to scir 
down Kerry way. 

What had happened was 
that the Plain People of Ireland 
had copped on to the faarthat 
the Iveagh House crowd were 
like the emperor — without 
clothes. The truth was they had 
not a scintilla of a notion how 
to move things forward in the 
Nor th , apa r t f rom b la the r 
about talks about talks about 
talks, intermixed with incanta-
tions against "vah-lence", and 
small-minded niggling at John 
Hume. The public was hor-
rified that Dublin, th rough 
timidity and petty-minded-
ness, seemed to be letting slip 
the chance of a generation for a 
real peace process, posed by 
the H u m e - A d a m s require-
ment to put it up to the British 
government to clarify what its 
real policy was. 

The public realised soon 
e n o u g h a lso tha t the real 
reason Dublin was afraid to 
back Hume-Adams was be-

cause Major might say "No" in 
view of his House of Com-
mons deal with the Unionists. 

What would Iveagh House 
do then, poor things? They 
would have to do some real 
thinking for a change, take the 
Irish national question serious-
ly for the first time in their 
lives, and look around for al-
lies, in British Labour and 
Liberal circles and the USA, for 
a coherent policy. But for those 
officials whose job in life it was 
to wine and dine for Ireland, 
that would be to change the 
mental habits of three decades. 

President Clinton's refusal 
to give Gerry Adams a visa to 
enable him speak in America 
in f a v o u r of the peace 
proposals was fundamentally 
due to Iveagh House com-
placency. 

Clinton said Dublin did not 
favour Adams getting a visa. If 
the US adminis t ra t ion had 
seen D u b l i n take H u m e -
Adams seriously, instead of 
trying to persuade Hume to 
keep his mouth shut, the US 
attitude would most probably 
have been different. If Dublin 
rea l ly w e l c o m e d H u m e -
Adams it would have been 
happy if Adams could have 
won support for it in the States. 

Abandon 
Too late, Dublin rushed out as-
surances that they had not ad-
vised Clinton about Adams' 
visa. But the Clinton people 
were acting on Iveagh House's 
signals of three weeks before, 
the pro-Unionis t nods and 
winks of months and years 
before, and the lobbying of the 
British Embassy and its State 
Department friends. 

Politically, it is a mercy 
Dublin cannot afford to aban-
don Northern nationalism. For 
Irish nationalist opinion — 
that of the great majority of 
people in the whole island — 
just will not stand for it. 

The penny dropped first 
with Taoiseach Reynolds. He 
spoke of distancing himself 
from Major if he let his deal 
with Molyneaux prevent him 
adopting a constructive policy. 
There cou ld be peace by 
C h r i s t m a s , he imp l i ed , if 
Britain made a move. 

As for Labour, it had once 
again muffed its opportunity 
to give a lead on the national 
question, appealing to Fianna 
Fail voters in the process. 

In the green air of Tralee, 
the Tanaiste sought to change 
his tune. He for one would al-
w a y s s t and by N o r t h e r n 
nationalism, he said. If a settle-
ment could be got with Britain, 
then history would give Hume 
the credit. Spring had obvious-
ly heard the rumours about hi 
supposed coolness towar" 
H u m e . He f lew off t 
Washington, to get some mes- < 
sages in there in addition to the 
British Embassy ones. 

But he still has to enunciate 
a policy other than being nice 
to the Unionists. In essence 
Messrs Reynolds and Spring 
are engaged in a damage-
limitation exercise in face of 
outraged public opinion. The 
Irish people expect full back-
ing for H u m e - A d a m s from 
both Taoiseach and Tanaiste. 
Today's voters and future Irish 
historians will not lightly for-
g ive the po l i t i c i ans w h o 
mishandle this particular ball. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

Repealing the cornerstone 
of British rule in Ireland 
What is Section 75? 
Section 75 is a section of the 
Government of Ireland Act 
1920, which states: 

" N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g any-
thing else contained in this Act 
the supreme authority of the 
Pa r l i amen t of the Uni ted 
Kingdom shall remain unaf-
fected and undiminished over 
all persons, matters and things 
in (Nor the rn ) I re land and 
every part thereof." 

The 1920 Act was modified 
by the Ireland Act (1949) and 
a m e n d e d by the Nor the rn 
Ireland Constitution Act (1973) 
but section 75 still remains 
very much in place. 

Section 75 underpins the 
partition of Ireland as it repre-
sents Br i t a in ' s c la im to 
sovereignty to the six counties 
that cons t i t u t e N o r t h e r n 
Ireland. 

Section 75 is the cornerstone 
of British rule in Ireland. 

How does it 
operate? 
Section 75 has p r e s e r v e d 
Britain's claim to sovereignty 
in Ireland against the wishes of 
the vast majority of the people 

f I r e l and since the 1918 
eneral election. Since that 

time opinion polls have consis-
tently re turned similar ver-
dicts (ie, for a united Ireland). 
It is also against the wishes of 
a round 40 per cent of the 
p o p u l a t i o n In N o r t h e r n 
Ireland and the majority of 
people in England, Scotland 
and Wales who have consis-
tently opted for disengage-
ment. 

Section 75 was the means 
whereby Wes tmins te r 
prorogued Stormont against 
the w i shes of N o r t h e r n 
Unionists in 1972. Again in 
1985 the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment was imposed against the 

wishes of Unionists via Section 
75. 

These two dramatic events 
in the short and violent life of 
an undemocratic state reveal 
h o w both National is ts and 
Unionists are merely held as 
subjects of the Crown. 

Therefore Unionist claims 
to be an integral part of the UK 
are an overstatement of their 
dominion status, which con-
fers no right to sovereignty. 

What about 
Articles Two and 
Three? 
Articles Two and Three are the 
response to Section 75 con-
tained in the Constitution of 
I r e l and (Bunreach t na h-
Eireann). 

Article 2: The national ter-
ritory consists of the whole island 
of Ireland, its islands and the ter-
ritorial seas. 

Article 3: Pending the re-in-
tegration of the national territory, 
and without prejudice to the right 
of the Parliament and Govern-
ment established by this Constitu-
tion to exercise jurisdiction over 
the whole of that territory, the 
laws enacted by that Parliament 
shall have the like area and extent 
of application as the laws of 
Saorstat Eireann and the like 
extra territorial effect. 

Much recent debate on the 
future of Northern Ireland has 
centred on the need for amend-
ing or deleting Articles Two 
and Three: The reality is that 
the claim to sovereignty has 
never been forcefully carried 
out. The fact that Unionist have 
never suffered form anything 
contained in Articles Two and 
Three is ignored. 

Calls for the deletion of Ar-
ticles Two and Three tends to 
i m p l y tha t t h e c la ims to 
sovereignty contained therein 
are somehow illegitimate. The 

corollary of this is that Britain's 
claim is justifiable. 

Articles Two and Three do 
not represent a quid pro quo. 
Section 75 is an expression of a 
colonial claim which mitigates 
a g a i n s t democracy and 
f reedom. Articles Two and 
Three are the democratic ex-
pressions of the universally 
recognised right of a nation to 
self-determination. 

Deleting or amending Ar-
ticles Two and Three while 
leaving Section 75 in place will 
allow Britain an uncontested 
claim over Northern Ireland. 
This would also leave the Irish 
constitution without a defined 
territory. 

Articles Two and Three did 
not create the abnormalities in 
Nor the rn Ireland and their 
removal would not begin to 
address the Irish crisis. Section 
75 is the key and it must be 
repealed. 

Deleting Articles Two and 
Three w o u l d also depr ive 
those in Northern Ireland the 
right to claim Irish citizenship, 
thus abandon ing the entire 
Nationalist community. 

What about the 
Unionists? 
Unionist claims that there are 
unilateral rights to union are 
contradicted by the reality that 
there can only be rights to 
separation. Their claims can-
not be allowed to veto moves 
for a democratic solution to the 
Irish crisis. 

Obvious ly to engage all 
p a r t i e s to work t o w a r d s 
majority consent for a united 
Ireland, there must be guaran-
tees for the Unionists within 
this process. It is important 
that rights for Northern Protes-
tants are guaranteed since they 
w o u l d b e c o m e a s izeable 
minority in a united Ireland. 
Unionists would have to come 

to terms with life beyond the 
narrow confines of the union 
with Britain and engage with 
all Irish people to establish an 
Ireland based on democratic 
principles. 

What needs 
to be done? 
On the one hand the British 
Government claims to have no 
selfish, strategic or economic 
interest in Northern Ireland. 
The question must be asked, 
why then does it on the other 
hand proclaim via Section 75 
supreme authority over all per-
sons, matters and things in 
Northern Ireland and every 
part thereof? If the first state-
men t is true sure ly Britain 
must drop its claim to North-
ern Ireland and adopt a policy 
of handing over sovereignty to 
the Irish government and en-
gaging in a process of gaining 
majority consent in Northern 
Ireland. 

What needs to be done in 
the short term is firstly, to con-
vince the British Government 
to drop its claim to Northern 
Ireland. This would merely be 
the first step in a process of 
considerable timescale for the 
eventuality of a united Ireland. 
For this eventual goal to be ac-
tualised pressure would need 
to be exerted on both the Irish 
and British Governments to 
endeavour to find majority 
consent for change in Northern 
Ireland. 

Britain must be persuaded 
to join those looking for peace, 
d e m o c r a c y and u n i t y in 
Ireland rather than siding with 
those whose only interest is in 
maintaining divisions and the 
abuses that those divisions 
perpetuate. 
CJ The full version of this brief-
ing is available from Connolly 
Association, 244-246 Gray's 
Inn Road, London WC1X 8JR. 

J O H N M U R P H Y ' S 
KEYWORDS 

In the interests 
of the worker 

IF A CAPITALIST SOCIETY is one run primari-
ly in the interest of the owners and controllers 
of capital, a socialist society i$.run primarily in 
the interests of the working class - that is, those 
who must sell their ability to labour in order to 

live. In developed industrial societies the working 
class, so defined, is the most numerous and largest 
class in society and grows continually ever larger.'It 
includes workers by hand and brain, white-collar 
and blue-collar, those getting wages and those paid 
salaries, as well as people of widely differ ing in-
come levels and living standards. 

Such a political definition of socialism makes its 
essential characteristic the class character of the 
state rather than the proportion of socialized to 
private capital, which some definitions emphasise. 

Socialism does not mean the state runs every-
thing. Rule in the general interest of the working 
class is compatible with a varied mix of property 
forms - state enterprise, municipal, cooperative, 
family and private, combined in different and 
changing proportions. There will never be any 
final or perfect combination of these, as the mix 
which optimizes output, working conditions and 
the general public welfare will always be shifting 
in line with technical and social change. 

Thus what makes a society socialist rather than 
capitalist is that it is the interests of labour rather 
than capital that are ultimately decisive for its over-
all running and in deciding the main thrust of State 
policy. 

Socialism entails therefore a qualitative shift in 
the balance of class power. It means that the "com-
manding heights" of the economy, the term used in 
the British Labour Party's constitution, are under 
public control. Social considerations and the notion 
of the common good, rather than the "furies of 
private interest" will then govern the allocation of 
society's surplus, its savings and how they are in-
vested. 

Socialism implies that private interest, in-
dividualism and private economic effort are in 
general harmony with the collective welfare, in-
stead of being promoted at the latter's expense, as 
happens under capitalism today. 

Capitalism is a history of wars, socialism a his-
tory of mistakes. The classical socialist writers 
criticised capitalism but left no blueprint for con-
structing socialism, a society where production and 
distribution are geared rationally to satisfying 
human needs, where there is the fullest democracy 
and social relations are profoundly humane. They 
saw socialism arising over a long period of time out 
of the contradictions of capitalism. 

It is important that socialists think historically. 
When did capitalism begin? Was it 15th century 
Venice, 16th century Geneva, 17th century Holland 
or 18th century England? If it took capitalism cen-
turies to develop in its various forms - and it is still 
developing in many parts of the world - is it not 
naive to expect socialism to spring full-grown from 
the womb of history in our particular century? 

Moreover, as capitalism developed in a zig-zag 
way, with periods of setback as well as advance, 
should one not expect a long period of complex in-
teraction between capitalism and socialism 
threoughout the world befiore the key features of 
one give way finally to the other? 

The historical alternatives are undoubtedly 
socialism or barbarism. Socialism calls for social 
control of capital in the human interest, which 
means ecologiocally sensitive economic develop-
ment on a global scale. The present-day world is 
crying out for socialism. Events underline its social 
necessity on all sides. 

With the world population near doubling in 
numbers by 2050 and the income-per-head and 
resource gulf between the First and Third Worlds 
ever widening the failure through establishing 
socialism to restrain the furies of private interest in 
the First World - which leads one-sixth of 
humanity to consume the greater part of the 
world's non-land resources - imperils the very fu-
ture of the human race itself. 

• The chaos will continue until Britain begins the process of disengagement 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 3 p a g e 5 



IN BRIEF 

Western Sunrise 
Giving Ground, 
Colm 0 ' Gaora, 
Jonathan Cape £8.99pbk 

DUBLIN born O' Gaora 
has produiced a very ap-
pealing collection of short-
stories. Many of his tales 
rely on the West of Ireland 
for a backdrop, and the 
writing refelcts its beauty 
and h a r d s h i p . O'Gaora 
successfully captures real-
life moments where truth 
is revealed oftne in spite of 
i tself. An impress ive 
debu t ; I eager ly awai t 
O'Gaora's second book. 

ENDA FINDLAY 

Art in Chaos 
Here Comes John Bridget 
O'Connor, Jonathan Cape 
£8.99 pbk 

Another first collection 
s ty l i sh ly p roduced by 
Jonathan Cape. The author 
writes stories reflecting the 
c o n d i t i o n of modern 
socie ty , w h e r e the in-
d i v i d u a l o f t en has to 
search for .ueaning in 
chaos. O'Connor overcom-
es some of the problems of 
trying to represent the Zeit-
geist by relying on the nar-
rative that resembles a 
stream of consciousness on 
a manic daydream to great 
effect. Many of her stories 
are also laced with a wry 
sense of humour. Her writ-
ing p o i n t s towards a 
promising future. 

WANTED! 

Second-hand 
books in 
good 
condition 

Please bring them in to 
[•'our I'rov inces Bookshop 
244-246 Gray's Inn Road 
London WC1X8JR 
Please telephone 
bookshop manager Jim 
Duggan for further details 
071 -833 3022 

IRISH BOOKS 

Damaged goods 
Alex Reid 
Northern Ireland File by the 
National Peace Council £6 

AVHRY impressive table 
of contents would sug-
gest that this information 

pack may contain valuable 
material for those with an in-
terest n Irish politics. There are 
chapters on the historical back-
ground to the conflict in the Six 
Counties, the economic costs, 
civil rights, women in society, 
politics and employment prac-
tices. Unfortunately, any ideas 
the reader have had that this 
pack is worth purchasing are 
not borne out by the actual 
contents. 

It contains some terrible 
sweepinggeneralisations,only 
half explains the important is-
sues, offers no coherent politi-

cal analysis of the conflict and 
is couched in terms and lan-
guage which are not out of 
place among the most fervent 
supporters of British policy in 
Ireland. 

In fact they s ta te q u i t e 
categorically that they can 
offer no solution to the crisis, 
leaving the reader wondering 
why they bothered to publish 
this pack at all if that is the case. 

The views put over per-
petuate the myth that the con-
flict is all about religion and 
not politics or democracy. 

They state without chal-
lenge some dangerously mis-
guided opinions. The report 
a rgues that "Cathol ic a n d 
Protestant interests diverged" 
with the establishment of the 
Home Rule movement, that 
protestants "feared a loss of 
r e l i g ious l iberty u n d e r a 
Catholic-dominated govern-

ment". Further, the authors 
argue that unionist were made 
"even more insecure" by the 
adoption of Article Two in the 
Irish constitution, and that the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement led to 
protest from unionists who 
"experienced, for the first time, 
the power of the security forces 
used against them". What 
utter rubbish! 

The agenda the NPC are 
working to is apparent for all 
to see, that's if anyone wastes 
their time looking at this docu-
ment. Any ideas of a united 
Ireland are given the mini-
mum of consideration here. 
With no solution to offer, the 
authors can come u p with 
nothi lg m o r e t han feeble 
ideas such as visiting North-
ern Ireland or meeting Irish 
people, as part of their Ideas 
for Action. 

A frustrating read indeed. 

Fighting fascism 
John J O'Dowd, 
Even the Olives Are 
Bleeding, Joseph O'Connor, 
New Island Books, £6.95 pbk 

CHARLIE DONNELLY 
d i e d 1937 f igh t ing 
against fascism in Spain 

at the age of 23. He had been a 
writer and political activist in 
Ireland and Britain. 

In Dublin he had been in-
volved with the Republican 
Congress and in London he 
helped bring out Irish Front as 
a monthly bulletin of the Lon-
don Branch of the Congress. 
This was the precursor of Irish 
Freedom, the m o n t h l y 
newspaper that later became 
the Conno l ly Associat ion's 
Irish Democrat. 

This short book, according 
to its author, is an attempt to 

provide a detailed and com-
prehens ive int roduct ion to 
Donnel ly 's life, poetry and 
politics. 

Of six chapters, five cover 
the period 1931 to 1937, from 
Donnelly's entry to UCD as a 
student until his death. 

The author fails to show 
adequately how the political 
developments of the period re-
la ted to a n d in f luenced 
Donnelly's literary develop-
ment. 

The book contains a fair 
amount of rather pretentious 
academic writing and there are 
some basic factual errors. 

Some of Donnelly's poems 
are reproduced, which is a 
good thing, and the bibliog-
raphy gives useful information 
on Donnelly's writings. Over-
all, though, the book is disap-
p o i n t i n g as an account of 
Donnelly's "Life and Times." 

Tim Pat's hatchet job on Dev 

1 Not the power-crazed Machiavel of Coogan's imagination 

Feichreanach 
Tim Pat Coogan, DeValera: 
Long Fellow, Long Shadow, 
Hutchinson, 1993, £20 hbk 

THE MERITS and demerits 
of "Mick" Collins versus 
Dev were the theme of 

many a pub argument over 
foaming pints in pre-196()s 
Ireland. The Irish civil war, as 
well as current political party 
battles stemming from it, were 
popularly seen as a struggle 
be tween the r e spec t ive 
legacies of the Big Fellow and 
the Long Fellow. 

Tim Pat Coogan has fol-
lowed his volume on Michael 
Col l ins wi th an equa l l y 
monumental study of Eamon 

De Valera. It is very readable, 
as one would expect from one 
of Ireland's top journalists and 
a former editor of The Irish 
Press. There is lots of informa-
tion in it, some of it new, on 
DeValera's life and times. 

Politically though, it is an 
attempt to do a hatchet job on 
Dev, which despi te the 
author's best efforts does not 
ultimately convince. 

Michael Collins is Tim Pat 
Coogan's hero. C oogan comes 
from a strong Fine Gael back-
ground. For him Collins is not 
only a guerilla leader and or-
ganiser of genius, but a states-
man and visionary politician 
as well 

How anyone can seriously 
believe that is hard to under-
stand. In 1921 Collins was con-

niving at the assassination of 
Sir Henry Wilson and passing 
guns to help the Northern IRA 
resist the Orangemen, while 
simultaneously he was politi-
cally committed to enforcing a 
Treaty that underwrote parti-
tion. 

The contradiction resolved 
itself when he g a v e in to 
Churchill's pressure and used 
British-supplied arms to as-
sault the Four Cour t s and 
precipitate the first engage-
ment of the civil war . Mr 
Coogan tells us that Collins in-
tended to resume the struggle 
for a united Ireland by military 
means once the South was 
"settled". If he really did have 
tha t in m i n d , it is ha rd ly 
evidence of political maturity 
or a capacity for realism. Intel-
lectually, DeValera at all times 
towered above him, as he did 
above all the other political 
figures of the period, with the 
exception of James Connolly. 

Tim Pat C o o g a n sees 
DeVale ra ' s b e h a v i o u r 
throughout his career as being 
mot iva ted p r i m a r i l y by 
power-hunger . He ascribes 
Dev 's conduct d u r i n g and 
after the Anglo-Irish Treaty 
negotiations asdue above all to 
jealousy of Collins. For Tim 
Pat, "Machiavelli's principal 
Irish disciple" had an "extraor-
dinary facility for demonstrat-
ing that black was white and 
vice versa", U-turned on every-
thing he professed during the 
civil war, and was "simply 
pro-power." 

He even suggests that Dev 
"did not even want the Six 
Counties, because he would 
then be faced with the uncom-
fortable presence of a large 
number of Protestants in the 
Dail." 

This b i o g r a p h y regur-
g i ta tes every d e n i g r a t o r y 
judgement or rumour that de 
Valera's political enemies dis-
seminated in his lifetime. 

Hence we have rehearsed 
again that Dev may have been 

born a bastard, though no new 
evidence is produced. Or that 
his secre tary , Kathleen O'-
Connell, may have been his 
mistress. That he was not a 
good family man during 1919-
21 and yet took an excessive 
in t e r e s t in his c h i l d r e n ' s 
s tud ies w h e n he did meet 
them. 

No, it just will not do. It is 
doubtless hard to write a sym-
pathetic biography of someone 
one dislikes. But it is a pity Tim 
Pat Coogan's animus should 
spoil the impact of what could 
have otherwise been a good 
book. 

Though conservative on so-
cial matters, there is no doubt 
that DeValera stuck faithfully 
to his ideal of an Irish Republic 
throughout his long political 
career. Mr Coogan is right to 
po in t o u t that in 1921 he 
produced Document no 2 — 
his s c h e m e for an I re land 
l inked to the Brit ish 
Dominions by means of an ar-
rangement in which the British 
monarch was head of the as-
sociation rather than directly 
Ireland's sovereign — without 
adequately explaining it to his 
colleagues or persuading them 
of its merits. 

But to have done that at the 
time would have been to reveal 
his n e g o t i a t i n g h a n d 
beforehand to the British. He 
stuck assiduously to his Docu-
ment no 2 conception, how-
ever, wh ich he u l t ima te ly 
implemented in the External 
Relations Act, and which was 
shown in 1947 to be of wider 
validity when newly inde-
p e n d e n t India b e c a m e a 
republic within the British 
Commonwealth. 

Seeing the politics of the 
period in personality terms as 
he m a i n l y does , Tim Pat 
Coogan shows small aware-
ness of the large social and 
class forces that were operative 
in the Irish revolution. The 
destruction of the Home Rule 
Party in the 1918 general elec-

tion left the Irish bourgeoisie of 
traders, manufac turers and 
large farmers without a party. 
The more numerous small 
bourgeoisie rushed in to fill the 
vacuum, typically represented 
by teachers, clerical workers, 
smal l f a r m e r s and smal l 
businessmen. The Irish Trade 
Union Congress and Labour 
Party remained organisation-
ally uninvolved in order to 
maintain their unity with their 
Northern Unionist members 
— so los ing the who le of 
Ireland for the sake of Belfast, 
as Peadar O'Donnell once put 
it. 

The disparate strands of the 
small bourgeoisie united for a 
time around Eamon de Valera. 
When the Treaty tore these 
apart , the forces of conser-
vatism and property found a 
new rallying point in Griffith 
and Collins, from whom came 
the present-day Fine Gael. A 
decade later those excluded 
from that settlement rallied 
once more around de Valera in 
Fianna Fail . But w i t h o u t 
Labour on its left pressing 
Fianna Fail to take a more 
n a t i o n a l i s t d i rec t ion , tha t 
party in turn moved steadily to 
the right. 

The re is pa thos in the 
thought of DeValera at the end 
of his days almost certainly 
voting against Ireland's mem 
bership of the EEC and th 
subversion of the Constitution 
and State independence he 
had done so much to establish, 
which EEC membership in-
volved and which the party he 
had f o u n d e d was now en-
thusiastically recommending. 

But it was not de Valera 
who excluded Labour either in 
1918 or later. 

The g rea t t ragedy of 
modern Irish politics — the so-
cial counterpart of deValera's 
political dominance — was 
tha t L a b o u r , fo rge t t ing 
C o n n o l l y ' s legacy of 
republicanism, continually ex-
cluded itself. 
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IRISH SONGS 

James Larkin 
In Dublin city in nineteen thirteen 
The boss was rich an the poor were slaves 
The women working, and the children starving 
Along came Larkin like a mighty wave 

The workmen cringed when the boosman told us 
Seventy hours was our week chore, 
We asked for little and less was grnated 
'less getting little we asked for more. 

The month of August the bossman told us 
No union man for him could work, 
We stood by Larkin and told the bossman 
We'd fight or die, but we would not shirk. 

Eight months we fought and eight months we starved, 
We stood by Larkin through thick and thin 
But foodless homes and the cry of children 
It broke our hearts and we could not win. 

Then Larkin left us, we seemed defeated, 
The night was black, for the working man, 
Along came James Connolly, with new hope and 

counsel 
His motto was that we'd rise again. 

In nineteen sixteen in Dublin city 
The English soldiers, they burnt our town, 
They shot our leaders, they shelled our buildings, 
The harp was buried beneath the crown. 

They shot Mac Dermott and Pearse and Plunkett, 
They shot MacDonagh and Clarke the Brave 
From bleak Kilmainham they took their bodies 
To Arbour Hill to a quicklime grave. 

But last of all the seven leaders 
I'll sing the praise of James Connolly 
The voice of justice, the voice of freedom, 
He gave his life that men might be free. 

Both Sides of the Tweed 
A traditional Scottish song about the Act of Union of 
1707, rewritten by Dick Gaughan in 1981. 

What's the spring - breathing Jasmine and rose? 
What's the summer with all its gay train? 
Or the splendour of autumn to those 
Who've bartered their freedom for gain? 

Chorus 

Let the love of our land's sacred rights 
To the love of our people succeed 
Let friendship and honour unite 
And flourish on both side of the Tweed 

No sweetness the senses can cheer 
Which corruption and bribery bind 
No brightness the gloom can e'er clear 
For honour's the sum of the mind 

Repeat chorus 

Let virtue distinguish the brave 
lace riches in lowest degree 

Think them poorest who can be a slave 
Them richest who dare to be free 

Repeat chorus 

The Rocky Road to Dublin 
In the merry month of May from my home I started 
Left the girls of Tuam nearly broken hearted 
Saluted father dear, kissed my darlin' mother 
Drank a pint of beer, my grief and tears to smother 
Then off to reap the corn and leave where I was born 
I cut a stout blackthorn to banish ghost and goblin 
In a bran' new pair of brogues I rattled o'er the bogs 
And frightened all the dogs on the rocky road to Dublin 
One two three four five, hunt the hare and turn her 
Down the rocky road to Dublin 
Whack fol-lol-de-da. 

In Mullingar that night I rested limbs so weary 
Started bya daylight next morning light and airy 
Took a drop of the pure, to keep my heart from sinking 
That's an Irishman's cure, when'er he's onthe drinking 
To see the lassies smile, laughing all the while 
At my darling style, twould set your heart-a-bubblin' 
Till I was almost tired of the rocky road to Dublin. 

In Dublin next arrived, I thought it such a pity 
To be so soon deprived a view of that fine city 
When I took a stroll all among the quality 
My bundle it was stole in that neat locality 
Something crossed my mind, then I looked behind 
No bundle could I find upon my stick a wobblin' 
Enquirin' for the rogue, they said my Connaught brogue 
Wasn't much in vogue on the rocky road to Dublin. 

From there I got away, my spirits never failin' 
Landed on the Quay as the ship was sailin' 
Captain at me roared, said that no room had he 
When I jumped aboard, a cabin found for Paddy 
Down among the pigs, I played some funny rigs 
Danced some hearty jigs, the water round me bubblin' 
When off to Holyhead, I wished myself was dead 
Or better far instead, on the rocky road to Dublin. 

The boys of Liverpool, when we safely landed 
Called meself a fool, I could no longer stand it 
Blood began to boil, temper I was losin' 
Poor old Erin's Isle they began abusin' 
Hurrah me soul said I, me shillelagh I let fly 
Some Galway boys came by, they saw I was a hobblin' 
With a loud hurrah, they joined in the affray 
And quickly cleared the way for the rocky road to 

Dublin. 

The Harp that Once 
Through Tara's Halls 
The Harp that Once Through Tara's Halls 
The soul of music shed, 
Now hangs as mute on Tara's walls 
As if the soul had fled. 
So sleeps the pride of former days. 
So glory's thrill is o'er, 
And hearts, that once beat high for praise 
Now feel that pulse no more. 

No more to chiefs and ladies bright 
The harp of Tara swells; 
The chord alone, that breaks at night, 
Its tale of ruin tells. 
Thus freedom now so seldom wakes, 
the only throb she gives, 
Is when some heart indigant breaks, 
To show that still she lites 
• THOMAS MORE 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

TALKING 
PEACE 
"THE REPEAL OF Articles Two and Three would 
merely heighten the sense of alienation and isolation 
felt by the nationalists in the North. It would damage 
the position of the SDLP and would serve to 
encourage still more extremists in the republican 
movement. To abandon the articles as a unilateral 
peace offering would be short-sighted and 
counter-productive. They [the unionists] would not 
feel any more secure, indeed the likely upsurge in 
violence would have the opposite effect." Kevin 
McNamara, the Shadow Northern Ireland Secretary 
speaking at University College Cork. 

TALKING SOLUTIONS 'Whatever agreement we 
come up with has to be an agreement that unionists, 
like the rest of us, can give their allegiance to. They 
have to be part of it and have to feel that it accom-
modates them," he said. "The broad next phase is 
both governments have the opportunity to give these 
matters their consideration. The response of the 
British government to date has been a matter of 
concern. Mayhew has been arrogant, clumsy and 
gratuitously insulting. Their policy is in absolute tat-
ters. 

"Where are they going? Are we going to face into the 
next century, when other apparently intractable con-
flicts throughout the world are being resolved, with 
Britain still propping this place up with British soldiers 
and subventions?" Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein leader. 
The Independent On Sunday. 

QUOTE ^ ^ "I don't give two balls of roasted snow what 
advice anybody gives me about these talks, because 
I will continue with them until they reach what I hope 
will be a positive conclusion." John Hume at a press 
conference in Downing St, after meeting John Major. 

THE KILLING FIELDS ^ "The loyalists groups char-
acteristics are reflected in their victims. Of the 900 
killed by them, around 170 have been Protestants and 
well under 100 have had strong republicans links. 
They have killed more than 600 uninvolved Catholics. 
The attitude that 'any Catholics will do' has been 
illustrated often. One man told police he had shot a 
man dead 'because he was a Fenian bastard.' 
Another said: 'The only reason I did this was I was 
told the man was a taig [Roman Catholic] and it was 
taigs who killed my father.' Another said he had killed 
a woman 'b ecause she was a taig-lover.' 
The Independent. NB. Over 18 Sinn Fein party 
workers have been killed by the UDA who the Tories 
kept legal until a year ago. 

TRUE OR FALSE ^ "Northern Ireland is treated as a 
post-colonial s i tuat ion in the mythology of 
republicanism. It is not Cyprus. It is not some post 
colonial situation in Africa. It is a democratic 
country." David Burnside speaking for Unionism. The 
Guardian. NB. David Burnside is a former British 
Airways press officer who is taking a lead in defend-
ing the 'British residents in Ireland'. 

TALK NOW Call for the Government to negotiate 
with Sinn Fein were ; ^ported by 71 per cent of 
respondents in the Irish Republic and 51 per cent in 
Britain. 63 per cent of respondents in Northern 
Ireland thought the chances of the talks being suc-
cess ful were 50:50. In Britain the figure was 67 per 
cent. Source Opsahl Commission. 

The National Census has identified 
speakers out of Scotland's population 

of 5.5 million. This is a drop of 15,000 from the pre-
vious census. 

LAST WORD 

"If only more people from Britain would come here, just 
once, to see for themselves. All the myths and 
stereotypes put out by the press about 'the troubles' 
have been blown away by what I've seen here." 

D A British trade unionist after 
visiting Northern Ireland 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

100 years after the foundation of the Gaelic League, Irish is in danger of extinction 

Linguistic freedom-fighters 

SORT F*A DAMMAR* — Hva thai vi gjor? hvii munn. Oft klov*vken kommcr hil lil Norgc? 
— Vi fir vrl K 1 finnr ft nonk n»vn pi ll ( 

"What shall we do if the hoof-and-mouth disease spreads to 
Norway?" 
"I guess we'll have to find a Norwegian name for it." 
Drawing by Ragnvald Blix, 1927 

IT WOULD be inappropriate 
to let this centenary year of 
the foundation of Conradh 

na Gaeilge slip by unnoticed. 
C o n r a d h na Gaei lge was 
founded on July 31, 1893, the 
year following Dr Douglas 
Hyde's famous lecture to the 
Irish Literary Society 'The 
Necessity for deAnglicising 
the Irish N a t i o n ' . H y d e 
recalled that this appeal went 
down like a damp squib with 
his Dublin audience and only 
after he repeated his address in 
Cork was there a sufficient 
response to allow the Gaelic 
League to be formed. 

By 1904 the League had 593 
active branches and 150 full-
time organisers and teachers. 

The initial years were a suc-
cess. By 1899 they had forced a 
UK Government Commission 
to set up an enquiry into secon-
dary education which resulted 
in the language achieving a 
new i m p r o v e d s ta tus in 
schools in 1901. Bilingual 
education in Irish-speaking 
areas was achieved in 1906. 
This was fo l lowed by the 
recognition of the language as 
a teaching medium in all Irish 
speaking areas. In 1905 the 
Post Office was forced to ac-
cept all letters and packages 
directed in Irish. In 1909 the 
University Commission ac-
cepted Irish as a subject for 
matriculation. 

Then came the estab-
lishment of an Irish state in 
1922 with the declaration of 
Irish being the first official lan-
guage and the political inten-
tion to restore the language 
throughout the country in all 
walks of life. The last census 
before independence showed 
only 14 per cent of the popula-
tion (553,717 people) spoke 
Irish over the age of three 
years, in the entire coun'try. 
Today the latest figures avail-
able show over 30 per cent 
claim a knowledge of Irish. 

Typically, I am told the 1991 
Census figure for the 26 Coun-
ties is still not available but the 
mid-term 1986 figure showed 
1,042,701 p e o p l e r e tu rned 
themselves as Irish speaking 
o u t of a p o p u l a t i o n of 
3,540,643. As for the Parti-
tioned 6 Counties, out of a 
population of 1,502,385 some 
142,003 returned themselves as 
having some degree of com-
petence in Irish but only 79,012 
c l a imed c o m p l e t e f luency 
being 10.6 per cent of the 6 
County population. This latter 
figure is of some satisfaction to 
me for I was arguing in the 
1980s for an enumeration of 
speakers in the 6 Counties and 
when I claimed that perhaps 
some 60,000 people could have 
knowledge of the language, I 
was roundly rebuked by pun-
dits. 

Decline 
But, as we know, the figures 
are somewhat misleading be-
cause the native speaking 
population has continued to 
decline. 

What went wrong? 
I remember being told in 

the early 1960s that the answer 
was simple; no nation could re-
store a dying language. The 
Irish, so it was complacently 
said, were foolish to try to 
revive a 'dead ' language. It 
was just a piece of nationalist 
romanticism. 

It was surprising how many 
Irish people adhered to this 
view... and still do. It was even 
m o r e s u r p r i s i n g that the 
rhetoric of successive Irish 
governments about restoring 
the l a n g u a g e w a s t rea ted 
seriously as if deeds backed up 
that rhetoric. 

I was so lemnly told on 
more than one occasion that 
the Irish Government could 
not restore the Irish language 

in spite of every effort made by 
them! 

Then there was the other ar-
gument. 'You cannot force a 
people to speak a language 
w h i c h they don ' t w a n t to 
speak,' one sage Irish observer 
told me with great seriousness. 

Now this implies that the 
Irish people must always have 
wanted to speak English. The 
t ru th is that the Irish were 
forced to speak a language 
they didn' t want to speak. And 
it is an indisputable fact that 
E n g l i s h only b e c a m e a 
majority language in Ireland at 
the start of the 19th century. 
That argument is fallacious. 

If the Irish government 
were making 'every ef for t ' 
why have they failed to effect 
the language change? 

Again the uncomfortable 
truth is that far from making 
every effort, successive Irish 
governments have made no ef-
fort at all to restore the lan-
guage Yes; in spi te of the 
occasional 'salad dressing' for 
show and the odd politician 
slipping out with 'Ba maith Horn 
cupla focal a ra in na fior teanga 
na hEireann..." and having said 
that slipping back into English, 
the Irish government has intro-
d u c t i o n no pract ical s t eps 
towards the restoration of the 
language. 

I must confess that it was 
not until the mid 1960s that I 
questioned thenotion whether 
l anguage restoration was a 
practical proposition or not. I 
had listened too much to those 
people running round, wring-
ing their hands and saying it 
was simply unworkable. 

It was only when I met and 
started doing some research 
with the late Seumas Mac a' 
Ghobhainn (1930-1987), the 
Scottish writer, poet and lan-
guage activist, that I started to 
realise just how narrow this 
vision was. Seumas was doing 
some research on the Korean 
l a n g u a g e struggle and the 
three centuries of Japanese 
domination and attempts to 
destroy the language. Seumas 
handed me the transcript of a 
judgment made by a Japanese 
trial judge on members of the 
Korean Language Society in 
Hamhung in 1943. It was mind 
blowing. 

In h is j u d g m e n t the 
J a p a n e s e judge u n w i t t i n g 
delivered an address as to why 
a l anguage freedom move-
ment was more important than 
merely a political f r eedom 
movement. 

A language freedom move-
ment 'not only prevents the 
decline of the nation's own cul-
ture but induces its improve-
m e n t and p r o g r e s s . 
Improvement of the national 
culture awakes a strong intro-
spective consciousness in the 
people themselves, incites the 
d e s i r e for i n d e p e n d e n c e 
among the weak nations and 

fosters nat ional strength to 
achieve po l i t i ca l inde-
pendence. ... this kind of move-
ment has now been accepted as 
the most powerful and most 
effective sort of movement in 
the world history of national 
movements.' 

As Seumas remarked: 'Lan-
guage f reedom fighters are 
more dangerous to the im-
per ia l i s t s t h a n any o ther 
freedom fighter, for all the 
while the language and culture 
survives, then the nation sur 
vives and with the survival of 
the nations survives the dream 
of political freedom. Once a 
language is destroyed the na-
tion is destroyed and lost, as-
similated as weak provincials 
in the aggressive culture of the 
imperialists.' 

That was why the Japanese 
judge ordered the executions 
of those twelve members of the 
Korean Language Society in 
1943 - men and women whose 
crime had been to secretly 
p r in t and d i s t r i b u t e dic-
t ionar ies , books and 
newspapers in Korean. 

Revival 
I was in t r igued . Everyone 
knew of the Hebrew language 
revival. Hebrew remains uni-
que as the only instance of a 
language which ceased to be 
spoken over 2,000 years ago, 
except as a language of the 
sacred religious texts, being 
revived as the language of a 
modern nation. When the state 
of Israel came into being in 
May, 1948, only 54 per cent of 
the p o p u l a t i o n had a 
knowledge of Hebrew. Within 
the year, with a million im-
migrants flocking to Israel, 
Hebrew speakers became a 
minority, dropping to less than 
20 per cent of the population. 
Practical plans were put for-
ward and by 1954 some 60 per 
cent spoke Hebrew. By the end 
of the 1950s, the figure rose to 
95 per cent. How had this been 
achieved? The answer was 
government planning and ac-
tion. 

But Ireland could not be 
compared to Israel - or could 
it? Certainly in terms of practi-
cal methods, the supply of in-
tensive courses and creation of 
a society where Hebrew was 
being used in everyday life 
was essent ia l to l anguage 
revival. 

Seumas and I found the 
revival of I n d o n e s i a n , or 
Bahasa Indonesian, a fascinat-
ing example of a language 
which had to overturn three 
cen tur ies of Du tch im-
perialism. But it was still not a 
close example to the Irish situa-
tion and therefase not suitable 
for a role model. 

Seumas and I began to turn 
out attention to Europe. We 
were i n t e r e s t e d to know 

whether Europe possessed any 
parallels for Ireland; after all, 
m a n y count r ies in Europe 
have become independent this 
century in similar manner to 
Ireland and with the same lin-
guistic problems as Ireland. 

T h e resu l t w a s tha t we 
found many fascinating ex 
amples of language restora 
tion. 

For example, one doesn't 
ask a Norwegian whether he 
can speak Norwegian these 
days. Yet from 1380 until 1814 
Danish was the official lan-
guage of Norway until Den-
m a r k ceded N o r w a y to 
Sweden. The Norwegian inde-
pendence movement finally 
forced t h e sever ing of the 
union wi th Sweden in 1905 
and Nynorsk was accepted as 
the first official language of the 
state. Nynorsk was a language 
der ived by Norwegian lan 
guage enthusiasts in the 19th 
Century which had purged the 
Danishisms from it for many 
Norwegians were speaking a 
Dano-Norwegian which was 
called Riksmal (now Bokmal) 
derived through the centuries 
of Danish rule. 

Over the years since inde-
pendence, the two language 
forms have, through legisla-
t ion , b e e n b r o u g h t closer 
together with the Norwegian 
Government setting up a per-
manent language commission 
in 1951. Now we have Sam-
norsk (Common Norwegian). 

Examining language strug-
gles and restorations in Al-
banian, Armenia, the Czech 
state, Estonia, the Faroes, Fin-
l and , Ice land , ' Latvia , 
Lithuania, Poland, Rumania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia and the Uk-
raine, Seumas and I realised 
that what we were observing 
were numerous practical ways 
of successfully reviving lan-
guages. 

Success 
Why, we asked, had no Irish 
government since 1922 set tip a 
Linguistic Commission (like 
Norway) and sent delegations 
to these countries to find out 
how they were succeeding 
and, indeed, had succeeded in 
restoring their national lan-
guages? 

In 1970 the Scottish author 
F rang Mac Thomais , then 
editor of the Inverness based 
b i l i n g u a l fo r tn igh t ly 
newspaper Sruth, invited us to 
contribute a regularly series of 
articles on 'The Problem of 
Language Revival' with the 
results of our studies and ob-
servations on twenty countries 
which had restored their lan-
guages. The articles were pub-
lished between July 23, and 
December 24,1970. 

Such was the response to 
these articles at the time that 
the Inverness publishers Club 

Leabhar Ltd. decided to pub-
lished the articles as an il-
lustrated 148 page paperback 
book in 1971 (for the grand 
sum of 60 pence per copy!). 
Our introduction was deemed 
i m p o r t a n t e n o u g h to be 
reprinted immediately in the 
1971 Annual Volume of the 
Celtic League (Dublin). 

Although the book sold out 
wi th in the first year, there 
were problems with the pub-
lishers and the plates of the 
first edition, together with the 
i l l u s t r a t i v e mater ia l w e n t 
missing. For many years after-
wards , Seumas and I w e r e 
receiving numerous letters for 
p e o p l e o f fe r ing a l m o s t 
fabulous sums for copies. Alas, 
we re ta ined only one copy 
apiece for our files. 

No pub l i she r ever sub-
sequently felt that they could 
go to the expense of resetting 
the entire book again and so it 
was never republished. Per-
haps one day...? 

Since the publication of The 
Problem of Language Revival, 
however, Seumas and I had 
encountered many other suc-
cessfu l l anguage s t ruggles 
which could be considered and 
more information about those 
examples we. originally wrote 
about could be usefully added. 

I read our 'Conclusion' with 
interest: 'From our study we 
can learn many things - per-
haps the greatest lesson being 
to remove our gaze from the 
terrible failure of Ireland to re-
s tore i ts l anguage . As w e 
stressed in our introduction, 
Ireland is the only country un-
dertaking the task of restora-
tion which has failed in that 
task. We hasten to add that the 
'ground work' in Ireland has 
been made to such an extent 
that if an Irish Government 
were really serious in its intent 
to restore the language, the 
back of such a language res-
t o r a t i o n could be b r o k e n 
within a period of ten years.' 

I think that is still a fair es-
timate. 

It is a tired proverb - where 
there is a will, there is a way. 
Pe rhaps the Irish p roverb , 
vaguely similar, sounds more 
positive in context: Mas toil linn 
an chrioch caithfimid toiliu leis na 
ddigheanna (as we will the end, 
we must will the means). But 
there has been no political will 
in the Irish Government nor, 
sadly, among the Irish people 
to deal with the restoration of 
the language. And until that 
happens then Irish will con-
t i n u e to d imin i sh in t h e 
Gaeltachtal, and become only a 
subject for esoteric study. 

H e r e w e are, then , o n e 
h u n d r e d years on f rom Dr 
Hyde's foundation of Conradh 
na Gaeilge and with a worse 
prospect than he was faced 
with for the future of the lan-
guage. An obair gan deaneamh 
Jos! 
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