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and injuries on the building sites 
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In its latest annual report, 
the seventeenth since it was 
established, the commission 
spells out that "it views with 
a measure of concern any in-
crease in the volume of the 
emergency legislation" and 
approvingly quotes the 1975 
Gardiner report, which un-
derlined how the continued 
existence of emergency laws 
'can , if prolonged, damage 
the fabric of a community. 

and... do not provide lasting 
solutions." 

While SACHR does not 
explicitly reject new clauses 
in the 1991 Emergency 
Provis ions Act which 
criminalise 'possession of 
items intended for terrorist 
purposes' and 'directing ter-
rorist organisat ions ' (Irish 
Democrat December 1990), it 
does reiterate its opposition 
to internment without trial 

r emain ing on the s ta tute within the first 48 hours of 
books and denounces the custody were refused, a "con-
government's failure to order siderable" increase on the 
the video-recording of inter- overall rate of less than 52 per 
rogations at Castlereagh. cent in 1990 overall. 

SACHR also condemns And SACHR once more 
the increasing rate of denial spells out its regret that the 
of access to legal advice to government has "yet to un-
peop le l i f t e d u n d e r the dertake a rigorous review of 
Prevention of Terrorism Act the use of lethal force by 
In the first three months of members of the security for-
1991, over 57 per cent of re- ces." SACHR w a n t s a 
ques t s to see a sol ici tor statutory code of practice in-

troduced to cover shootings 
by police and army. 

The commission is also 
keen to clean up the six-coun-
ty inquest system, and wants 
police and army officers in-
volved in fatal killings to be 
compel led to give oral 
evidence at hearings which 
cannot be delayed to the far-
cical extent they currently 

Democrat reporter 

THE British government's 
own civil l iber t ies 
watchdog, the Standing 

Advisory Commission on 
Human Righto, has ques-
tioned the continued growth 
in the b u l k of Nor the rn 
Ireland em»rg<mcy legisla-
tion. 

• L B o r t h e r n 

^ B M a y h e w has 
cleared the way for the 

i re-introduction of intern-
i ment by finally banning 

the Ulster Defence As-
sociation, the loyalist 
paramilitaries who have 

I been waging a blatantly 
j sectarian war on the six-
j county Catholic 

community for the past 
21 years. 

The decision might i 
have been taken at any 
time during the last two 

, decades, since no-one 
I Q Turn to page 21 htati nUfiAt I rayii ĵ ^Rĵ w 
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Be published, 
get damned 

•HERE'S one press freedom the hired 
'hacks of Wapping and Blackfriars and the 

s should be denied once and T; 
Isle of Dogs i 
for all: the freedom to speculate on the 
lives of Irish people lifted under the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act uninhibited by sub 
judice rules. 

They were at it again last month, covering 
themselves in ignominy with their poisonous 
stories of the arrest of the five people who were 
released without charge after being held for the 
PTA maximum of seven days in Paddington 
Green police station. 

Rupert Murdoch's Today especially distin-
guished itself, destroying the reputations of two 
women held in the swoop as infamously as they 
convicted the Winchester Three of conspiracy to 
murder the then Northern Ireland Secretary Tom 
King just 24 hours after the trio were lifted in 
1968. 

Four years on, it was more of the same. "Secret 
life of terror sisters", a front-page "exclusive", 
carefully built a case of guilt against the women 
out of the mundane details of their very ordinary 
lives. Here were two quiet and polite sister* in 
the 20s who paid their rent on time, worked 
regular hours, and were visited by Irish 
boyfriends over a period of three years. But by 
the mysterious alchemy of modem journalism, 
the very indications of their ordinariness became 
the tell-tale signs of a pair of deep IRA 'sleepers'. 
While police stood guard outside the flat they 
had been planning to leave, neighbours were in-
vited to let their imaginations run riot about what 
sinister double lives might have been concealed 
under their transparent normality. The frisson of 
fear shivers through the statement: "They had 
men friends visit them but because they were 
young girls no-one thought anything of it." The 
thrill of having harboured a pair of deadly ter-
rorists is almost audible in the words of the 
landlord's son: "When they first moved here they 
told us they were sisters and we had no reason not 
to believe them." And you can see the mental 'No 
Irish' signs going up in his postscript: "My father 
is in a state of shock because of what has hap-
pened and he feels very frightened." 

And when they were freed, and not even ex-
cluded from Britain under the PTA — Special 
Branch shorthand for 'we know they're guilty but 
we can't make it stick' — the press pack con-
tinued to insist all five must have been part of an 
active service unit. The Sun helpfully explained 
the five had been released, not because they were 
innocent, but "because of a foul-up between 
Britain's Anti-Terrorist Squad and Special 
Branch". 

What chance would any of them have had if 
the case had ever come to trial? And what lengths 
will they have to go to after the week-longmedia 
campaign against them to rebuild theirlives? 
These life-destroying kind of smears must be 
stopped. Pending the repeal of the PTA, repotting 
restrictions should be slapped on every arrest 
under the Act at least until a detainee is charged. 

MM 

MONTHLY NEWSPAPER OF THE 
CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
Founded 1939 Vol 47, no 9 
EDITOR: Martin Moriarty 
EDITORIAL BOARD: Gerard Curran, Conor Foley, 
Martin Moriarty, Paler Mulligan 
TYPESET AND DESIGNED: Connolly Publications 
PUBLISHED BY: Connolly Publications l td; 24*246 
Gray'* Inn Road, London WC1X8JR. Tel: 071493 3 
PRINTED BY> Ripley Printer* (TU) 
Road, Ripley, DabjsMxe. T*t0773-731641 
1939-19M now available on microfilm 

the Northern Ireland Office 
now more delicately refers to 
as "executive detention". The 
army and RUC top brass have 
after all been talking for the last 
year or more about running 
detention without trial with an 
equality of rigour in both com-
munities. 

And others have called for 
the simultaneous introduction 
of internment on both sides of 
the border. 

And there's the rub. The 
UDA has not been banned be-
cause the Northern Ireland 
Office has suddenly woken up 
to its brutal sectarianism — 
never a likely explanation 
given military intelligence's 
penetration of the organisa-
tion. Proscription has been hit 
upon as part of the process of 
constructing a new British-
Irish Agreement. London 
wants to see the re-estab-
l i shment of a devo lved 
administration in Stormont 
Castle presiding over a final 
anti-repubiican military and 
political campaign with the 
Messing of the Dublin estab-
lishment in lieu of the search 
for a genuine settlement. In 
such a scenario, the silencing of 
the political voice of 
republicanism would be vital 
to an internment-led crack-
down against the IRA, and if s 
'P^fftsctly powriMfr'tftftt'tiNtMb^wv*' 
ning of the UDA could be the 
ff?Y>u*» to the next step ,»in the 
BWMMMl'W m M r i ^ r i j i f t M M 
Sinn M n started by theme, 
nan,. its exclusion m a m t n o 

• KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY: Evelyn ConnoMy, a great 
grand-daughter of Jam** Connolly, ha* joined the Connolly 
Association. A nurse/teacher looking a f f t s r ^ ^ " " 
— •-«•-« i - • n n f l n n r l r n i D t w i h n i -
cniiaron in souur-OMi Lonaon, cvwyn 
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CA conference 
There wiil bea meeting of ̂  Lon-
don members of the Connolly 
Association to discuss the CA's 
annual conference business oh 
Wednesday 16 September* *t 

:7pm in the Cattho>pe Arms, 
Gray's_tan Road, London 
WCT. The nearest t ube i* 

» -K i n g s l_rOSS. 

Lobby called after Black 
July on building sites 

Mayhew clears the way 
for internment 
• From front page 
was fooled by the UDA's use of 
its nnm de guerre the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters in its brutal 
and gruesome war on six-
county nationalists. 

But the usefulness of what 
at one time was Europe's 
largest private army to 
military intelligence far out-
weighed any qualms 
successive Direct Rule teams 
might have had about its 
methods. 

Mayhew and his junior 
Michael Mates claimed last 
month that proscription was 
decided upon after a thorough 
review following their ap-
pointment to the Northern 
Ireland Office in April. 

But one national 
newspaper with very good 
sources at the RUC suggested 
that the decision was taken by 
their predecessors in the wake 
of the bookie shop killings in 
the Lower Ormeau Road in 
February. If thafs true, it can 
only point to a deliberate 
decision to hold off until the 
Orange marching season had 
exhausted itself — and in-
cidentally ensure that the ban 
came as no surprise to the 
UDA. 

Everything points to the 
possibility of the rein traduc-
tion of internment without 
trial the spectre of which has 

the last 12 months but subtly 
altered in shape 20 years on. 
Withthe last anomaly between 
the, treatment of loyalist and 
republican paramilitaries 

d, tiw stoe» 4eoks-$et 
introduction ̂  of what 

Conor Foley 

THE Construction Safety 
Campaign has called for a 
national lobby of parlia-

ment by building workers on 
25 November 1992 after a grim 
month of deaths in the in-
dustry dubbed Black July. 

At a national CSC meeting 
last month activists compared 
notes on 10 recent industry-re-
lated fatalities. 

On 13 July, one man died 
and two were seriously injured 
on a site near Birmingham 
when a suspended access 
cradle collapsed. The fittings 
connecting sections have now 
been replaced by the manufac-
turer. The following day a 
scaffolder, Charlie Waltham, 
died on Kings North power 
station after a fall. 

On 21 July, two workers 
were turned into human 
fireballs following an ex-
plosion during a rout ine 
inspection of a power station in 

undergoing refurbishment in 
Gower Place, near London's 
Euston Station. In Wapping, 
east London, 33-year-old ROy 
Penman, was crushed under a 
two-tonne stack of glass 
panels when the chains on a 
crane snapped outside the 
Skanska office block. He was 
last month fighting for his life 
in hospital. 

Two men were crushed to 
death on 29 July when a 70 
tonne girder being transported 
along the M5 came loose from 
its moorings and smashed into 
oncoming traffic near west 
Bromwich. Another building 
worker was killed when he 
walked off a building site on 
the Al /Ml link road north of 
London and was hit by a car. 

Last month, research by the 
Health and Safety Executive 
on accidents in the building in-
dustry showed that during one 
18-week period on a single 
large site there were 3,600 acci-
dents resulting in 56 minor 
injuries. None of the accidents 
was reportable but the firm, 

which remained anonymous, 
agreed to log them as part of a 
safety audit to find the true 
financial cost of such accidents 
in terms of lost production 
time and damage to materials. 
When it was examined in 
detail this was found to be 
three times higher than had 
been anticipated. Extrapolated 
over the industry as a whole, 
these figures give a prelimi-
nary cost of £350 million. 
Further research is being con-
ducted into the real level of 
industrial accidents and work-
related illnesses, many of 
which currently gq un-
reported. 

The HSE further reported 
last month that its inspectors 
are currently stopping work 
on one in every three building 
sites it visits where roofing 
work is being carried out. In 
Manchester, 50 per cent of all 
the sites that have been visited 
in the last two months are con-
sidered to be so dangerous that 
work has been stopped imme-
diately, i 

Rotherhithe, south-east Lon-
don. The two were thrown 
across the road by the force of 
the 11,000 volt blast while 
working on converting the 
supply to domestic use. An in-
quest for one of them, 
Thambapillai Ramanathan, 58, 
was opened and then ad-
journed pending an inquiry by 
the London Electricity Board. 

The following day, on 22 
July, 27-year-old David 
Webster, from Dartford in 
Kent was killed by a massive 
electrical shock, which in-
duced a heart attack, at the 
Wiltshire Hotel near 
Marylebone station London. 
Workmates who tried to take 
time off as a mark of a respect 
claim they were threatened 
with the sack by some sub-con-
trators. They also allege that a 
serious fall had ocurred on the 
site a few weeks previously. 

In the same week a window 
cleaner, John Moxon, 24, died 
when his harness snapped two 
stories up at the Welcome 
Foundation, which is currently 

• 
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CORK 
Jim Savage 

ENERGY Minister Bobby 
Molloy must finalise dis-
cussions on Cork's 

Whitegate oil refinery or allow 
Taoiseach Albert Reynolds to 
revive his own pl^ns for the 
plant, the Irish premier has an-
nounced. 

Without a doubt, greedy 
eyes arefocussedon Whitegate 
and sevemlmultinationals are 

" t ) » wuptugli 
to pressurise the Irish National 

Petroleum Corporation to sell 
out. Within tfee past four years, 
MNCs based in Ecuador, 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Abu Dhabi, Iron, Italy, France 
and the United States have ex-
pressed an interest in it as the 
companies find themselves 
short of refineries. 

Whitegate makes a profit, 
pumps £15 million into the 
economy and is of major 
benefit to wages and harbour 
dues in Cork. The INPC line is 
that if it has t o find a partner, 
then the state must retain a 
controlling interest 

Although the Taoiseach has 
not revealed what his plans for 
the refinery are, Mr Reynolds 
was behind a previous plan to 
sell the refinery to the Nigerian 
government . T h e ' m a d c a p 
scheme would have entailed 
the abolition of the INPC and 
involved Nigerian control of 
Irish oil distribution. 

As recently as April 1969, 
the government was prepared 
to invest £26 million in 
upgrad ing the plant; Mr 
Reynolds has never revealed 
what happened to the cash ear-
marked for therefinery from 

the sale of the state's stake in 
Tara mines to Finnish mining 
giant Outokumpu. 

Nor has there been any 
government reaction to claims 
by Panorama journalist John 
Ware that British Army agent 
Brian Nelson planned to bomb 
Whitegate as part of a military 
plot to weaken the Irish 
economy in a bid to force the 
government to concede ex-
tradition. The bombing 
campaign was only aban-
doned after < gardai: detected 
UDA men photographing the 
refinery 

"V';"* jffsSji y i a s i 
• M f c r 

JUSTICE 

j broke out inthe 
•dock of Belfast Crown 
Court last month when 

Lord Chief Justice Sir Brian 
Hiitton quashed the convic-
tions of three of the UDR Four 
but returned Neil Latimer to 
Maghabbery prison to serve 
OUt his sentence for themurder 
of Adrian Carroll, the young 
Catholic man who was shot 

work in Armagh city centre in 
November 1983. 

Ian Paisley junior is calling 
for Latimer 's case to be 
referred back to the Court of 

cy" and says he hopes that 
more new evidence will 
emerge during the Director of 
Public Prosecutions investiga-
tioninto police misconduct. 

The case centres around 
two contradictory witness 
statements. The first witness, 
Elaine Faulkner (now Mrs. 
Dunne), says she saw the gun-
m a n minutes before t h e 
shooting. She gave a state-
ment to the police describing 
him as short, about 5; foot two 

inches, and wearing a brown 
duffle coat. 

The second. Witness A, 
claims she was driving past 
ArmaghTechnkSl _ 

; few miles away when she saw 
a UDR patrol carrying out 
what appeared to be a mock 
arrest on a man wearing 
civilian dress, including a 
brown duffle coat. She recog-
nised him as Neil Latimer, a 
former workmate who had en-
"" In the UDR. 

„ the description 
the Woman ap-

proached Fr Dennis Faul and 
Fr Raymond Murray to tell 
them what she had seen. They 
took statements and contacted 
fteRUCin Belfast, d e j i b e t f ^ 
ly by-passing the local ^em ! 
The UDR patrol were taken to 
Castlereagh interrogation 
centre and five were charged 
with murder after signing oon-
fessional statements. 

Neil Latimer, the alleged 
gunman, was die first to sign. 
He kept talking and signing 
throughout his seven day' 
detention: 30 confessional 
statements in all, many of them 
contradictory. He filtered the 
others, whom he said had 
helped him cover up the kill-
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ing, and it was the knowledge 
that Latimer had a l ready 
signed statements which they 
claim led to them breaking 
down. . • • ' \ - -' - - ' 

The five men cametotrialin 
1986. All repudiated their 
statements which they sa id 
they were coerced into sigi 
The trial Judge, Lord Ju 

that in one case 
U 9 6 u 

but rated that the other four 
- had made statements volun-

tarily. All four were sentenced 
to life imprisonment and lost 
their first appeal i n l 9 » . 

But an Electro Static Docu-
ment Analysis test carried out 
on the men ' s confessions 
showed that the police had not 
taken statements in the se-
quence claimed and these had 

visory officers. The 
confessional statements were 
atthe heart of the prosecution's 
case and the Court of Appeal 
had no option but to quash the 
convictions last month. 

But Justice Hutton chose to 
distinguish between Latimer's 
case and those of theethere on 
two grounds. The flrtt was 
that 

original trial that he made the 
confessions, ^ e x p l a n a t i o n 
was that he had been so ter-
rified in CSstfereagh he 'had 
just kept telling lies in an effort 
togetout. 

Thesecondgroundwasthe 
testimony of Witness A. Her 
evidence was- only corrobora-

she did not actually see 
i, and Mrs Dunne, 
> him, appeared at 

the original- trial f o r the 
lefenee. Latimer did not 

. her -description, he is 

would have 
recognised hfm if he had 
passed her in A e street. They 
cannot both be right. 

PteterRbbinsonMP, deputy 
leader of the Democratic 
Unionist Party, last month 

" " to the perversity of the 
ent: "If Neil Latimer is 

then the three others are 
'. If the three are innocent 

i Neil is also innocent," he 
said. 

In an unprecedented state-
ment/Ulster Unionist Party 
M P ^ e n - W a e h m i s said h e 

in the 
Chief Justice after the 

B R U S S E L S W A T C H 

Jobs not 
Maastricht 

,_ —TUCwillbe discussing die Maastricht 
treaty this month followed by the Labour Party 
at their cuiifeience in October. The next ses-
shmof'lffi lauiti i l commences in late October 
whenMPS are due to continue debating the 

treaty in committee and on the floor of the House of 
Commons. 

To date, Westminster MPs opposed to Maastricht 
for one reason or another have tabled over 2,000 
amendments tothe treaty. This is to prolong die 
debate. The problem with this tactic is the treaty can 
be ratified or rejected, it cannot be altered. It is also 
reported die government will guillotine the debate. 
This steamroller technique to get a bill through parlia-
ment was used for die Rome Treaty by Edward Heath 
and die Single European Act by Mrs Thatcher. 

Labour in opposition has to decide whether to ac-
cept the guillotine. If they do it looks as though they 
have abandoned all pretext of insisting the social chap-
m — m — ^ m m — ^ t e r }s included in 

Maastricht over which they 
abstained earlier this year. 
Labour can then hardly ex-
pect to oppose the use of 
the guillotine over less 
serious matters of par-
liamentary business. They 
will also have let the 
government off a nasty 
hook where many- govern-
ment backbenchers are in 

government open revolt. Labour MPs 
/•>. hold the key to rejection. 

O i l a n a s t y If the Labour leadership 
opposes the guillotine it 
looks as though they are 
rejecting Maastricht which 
is the opposite of the case. 
Most MPs have not under-

stood what Maastricht entails. The electorate has been 
kept in near complete ignorance of the contents of the 
treaty which has been very hard to get hold of. -

The government and all those set on press-ganging 
the nation states of western Europe into a European 
Union are playing for time. The Danish government is 
being exhorted to do the dirty on their electorate and 
somehow reverse die rejection of Maastricht The 
latest good news fromDenmark is one of growing op-
position to any f o n t of the Maastricht treaty as more 
people understand the full implications of European 
Union. 

b i France the campaign leading up to their 
Maastricht referendum on 20 September sees the polls 
showings falling support for the treaty. The govern-
ment wiltspend taxpayers money on a 'yes' campaign 
using posters and television. Such levels of resources 
are unavailable to the 'no' camp but still making the 
outconu'imcertain. > 

In Britain, the TUC is proposing a pro-Maastricht 
statement which concludes: 'It would be better for die 
Treaty to be ratified than not... renegotiation would 
be counter-productive'. It claims that to scrap the 

lid leave British working people with a less 
framework to defend their interests. The 

draft Triaty is an attempt to 'address the implications 
andiodustiial integration... and to 

J * e fairly and efficiently'. In many areas 
^ 'provides new levers for influence'. 

What Is not appreciated are facte of current EC life 
for trade unionists and jobs. For instance, the huge im-
balance in trade with EC states. The imported goods 
amount to between one and two million jobs moved 
out of Britain to the continental mainland. Seven 
thousand EC regulations and directives a year intrude 
every corner of our lives, equivalent to twenty seven 
regulations a day over which we have no control. 

All this would be overshadowed by a virtual dic-
tatorship from Brussels if Maastricht were put in 
place. This dictatorship would consist of committees 
such as die Maastricht panel of bankers accountable to 

e recent raking of an unimportant interest 
rate by directors of die Bundesbank sent shivers all 
rouxdttoccnputew of the Stock exchange. This is a 
taste of what*riO come i f w e let i t 

Q JOHN BOYD 

'If Labour 
accepts the 
guillotine, 
they will 
let the 

hook' 
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ECONOMIC NOTES 

MEDIA WA TCH 

Free speech 
gets PTAed 

THE ISSUE of the month must surely be the at-
tempt by the Metropolitan Police Special 
Branch to use the threat of conviction under the 
1989 Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary 
Provisions) Act to force Channel 4 to hand over 

files, documents and other material relating to a 
programme on collusion between members of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and loyalist terrorists. The Director 
of Public Prosecutions was given leave to seek fines or 
orders for sequestration of assets against Channel Four 
and Box Productions, the makers of the programme, if 
they did not inform on their main source of information. 

Channel Four's The Committee alleged that there was 
a secret inner circle of businessmen and Royal Ulster 
Constabulary officers who plotted the murders of 
known dissidents with loyalist terrorists. 

The programme touched a nerve at RUC HQ who im-
mediately instructed the British Director of Prosecu-
tions to use the PTA to force Channel 4 journalists to 
reveal the source of their inside information. The jour-
nalists complied and released a file of source material 
and 19 names. They refused to disclose the main source 
of their material. The Directors of Channel 4 were then 
charged with contempt under the PTA — the first time 
the Act, initially used against the Irish in Britain, has 
been used against a major TV company. 

Having revealed 90 per cent of the source material, 
the TV researcher told the High Court that he would 
rather go to jail than reveal the outstanding name, now 
called "Source A". 

The state prosecution called for the sequestration of 
Channel 4 assets if they declined to disclose the infor-
mation required by the state. Worried faces appeared on 
the front pages of British papers. There was an un-
spoken question that somebody was being disloyal to 
the state and somebody would have to pay the price. 
Free speech was on a tightrope. Could it keep its 
balance or would the PTA push it over? 

The compromise was a relatively small fine, for 
Channel 4, of £75,000. Did the company quietly walk 
away vowing to avoid many further comment on North-
ern Ireland? 

Now it was the turn of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary. The day after the High Court fine the RUC 
released a story claim ing that Channel 4 had been 
hoaxed and that they had a sworn statement, witnessed 
by a solicitor, by "witness X" their answer to Channel 
4's "source A" stating that he was the main informant of 
JKe programme and that he had deliberately misled the 
TV company in an effort to blacken the good name of 
the RUC. C4 replied that over 100 people were inter-
viewed before the programme was broadcast and of the 
19 names disclosed to the RUC nothing more was heard. 

Who was it said a nation that oppresses another for-
ges its own chains? 

• PAUL MCNEILL 
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You can find the roots of 
the slump in the City 
It's the 
institutions of the 
Square Mile that 
are behind the 
crisis, argues 
ANTHONY 
COUGHLAN 

AS THE worst slump since 
the 1930s threatens the 
advanced capitalist 

world, the British people are 
being crucified by John Major's 
commitment to keep the 
pound within the EC's Ex-
change Rate Mechanism. A 
key aim of this in turn is to 
prepare for the single EC cur-
rency deal the EC 12 com-
mit ted themselves to at 
Maastricht. Maastricht en-
visages abandoning national 
currencies altogether, so that 
each EC country has a fixed 
exchange rate with all the 
others for ever more. 

So if you are being hit by 
high house mortgage pay-

ments these days.or by whop-
ping interest on other debts, or 
if you are out of a job or the 
fu ture of your firm looks 
gloomy, you should know that 
the main reason is the commit-
ment of your betters to the 
"European" cause. If Britain 
"de-industrialises", British in-
dustry goes down the tubes, 
imports flood in and exports 
lag, it is all due to overvalued 
strerling — a consequence of 
joining the ERM at too high a 
rate. 

Mind you all the 
newspapers were for doing 
that at the time. So were vir-
tually all ">f Britain's 
economists, ho of all social 
scientists are most dominated 
by fashion. The odd exception 
like Wynne Godley found him-
self ostracised as a maverick, 
though his dire warnings of 
disaster have proved right. 
Politicians, as is their wont, fol-
lowed the intellectual mob. 
Neil Kinnock, John Smith and 
most of the Labour Party ap-
proved. It was the received 
wisdom among the great and 
good that the ERM was the 
right course. 
* Britain is run on behalf of 
the City of London — the 
banks, security houses and 

foreign exchange dealers who 
make their living in the Square 
Mile around Threadneedle 
Street. It is they, with their 
friends in the Foreign Office, 
who have the decisive in-
fluence on the economic policy 
of both Tory Party and Labour. 

For over a century the City 
has captained Britain's 
economic decline in the inter-
ests of the handful of the 
country's population that it 
serves. For all that period, with 
the exception of World Wars I 
and II, Britain has been a net 
exporter of capital. In other 
words for over a century 
British capitalists have in-
vested more abroad than 
foreigners have invested in 
Britain. It is the City which or-
ganises all this. It does the 
deals, channels the foreign in-
vestment and lives off the 
lucrative commissions that 
finance many a comfortable 
life-style around the Home 
Counties. In view of this pat-
tern of net investment of 
capital abroad, which began 
when Britain possessed the 
19th century empire whose 
remnants it was unlucky 
enough to be able to hang on to 
when its rivals Germany and 
Japan were all stripped of 

theirs, no wonder there is 
under-investment at home. 
And if you. are investing 
abroad it is natural that you 
will want above all a strong 
pound, so that you wili be able 
to get more foreign currency 
for your money than you 
otherwise could, even though 
an overvalued currency hits 
Britain's exports and makes 
imports cheaper — which in 
turn "de-industrialises" the 
economy. 

The ERM and the 
Maastricht monetary union 
plan it prefigures have as their 
main purpose to maintain a 
strong p o u n d . Talk about 
keeping inflation low is mostly 
rhetoric to disguise this reality. 
Interest rates must be kept 
high to keep footloose capital 
in the country, for otherwise 
people would sell pounds to 
move their capital abroad and 
take advantage of higher con-
tinental interest rates. This in 
turn would lower Britain's link 
to the D-Mark in the ERM. 
High interest rates in turn hit 
business investment in Britain, 
which causes slump. Devalue 
or leave the ERM and at once 
you can have lower interest 
rates, better terms of trade, in-
creased growth and more jobs. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

He bowed down before the royal boat 
THE considered view of 
Yvonne Hart (Irish Democrat 
A u g u s t 1992) is that "O'-
Connell was a tremendous 
force for change and 
progress" . Having spoken 
Ir ish from the cradle, O'-
Connell was able to provide a 
role model for the people he is 
supposed to have liberated. As 
the greatest charismatic Irish 
demagogue ever, he was able 
to exert more influence than 
any other single individual 
against the language switch. 
His advice was: "Spake 
English and bay dacent!" Un-
doubtedly his intention was to 
help them attain progress, 
which was axiomatically con-
nected with the English lan-
guage. But there are other 
v iews . Connolly in The 
Worker's Republic March 1903 
opines that: "Those who drop 
Irish in favour of English are 
general ly actuated by the 
meanest of motives, are lick-
spittles, desirous of aping the 
gentry." 

As regards Yvonne's com-
plaint about the revisionists 
h i jacking O'Connell, 
Connolly's chapter 'A chapter 
of horrors: Daniel O'Connell' 
f rom Labour in Irish History 
provides a good indication 
that the revision^*' choice of 
pol i t ica l hero was well-
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founded. 
Since the arms trial during 

the Lynch administration, suc-
cessive Dublin governments 
have demonstrated not only 
that they remain psychologi-
cally 'An Saorstdf, but have 
degenerated further into 'An 
D a o r s t i t ' . ' To clinch the 
revisionists ' claim to ' the 
linguacide' as their 'national' 
hero, it is worth recalling his 
buffoonery on the occasion of 
George IV's visit to Ireland in 
1821. As the royal boat ap-
proached the shore, the bold 
Dan leaped into the water to 
demonstrate in his own person 
the k>yal servility of the Irish 
people. That.devotion was 
duly recognised by bestowing 
the proud name of Kingstown 
on that part of the shore where 
the royal feet had trod. 

Pidraig O'Conchuir 
London E6 

The challenge 
MY THANKS for publishing a 
most heartening review of An 
Open Letter to Ian Paisley (Irish 
Democrat August 1992). 

The challenge I made to 
both revisionist and orthodox 
historians was that Ireland's 
political roots lav in' 
republicanism rather than in 
monarchism, or, more simply, 
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in Jacobinism rather than 
Jacobitism. This seems the only 
axis of progression by which 
we can seek an accommoda-
tion and understanding with 
"Protestants" as called for by 
Derry Sinn F6in leader 
Mitchell McLaughlin on the 
front page of the same issue. 

With regard to Yvonne Hart 
and Peter Berresford Ellis, I 
part company with them on 
the questions of the integrities 
of Daniel O'Connell and 
Patrick Sarsfield respectively 
(Irish Democrat August 1992). I 
have developed Connolly's 
views to demonstrate that 
ideological consistency is 
necessary so that we may 
achieve unity between 
Catholic and Dissenter initially 
so as ultimately to embrace 
democratic Protestants. This is 
the problem Sinn F&n should 
be addressing, and not get 
bogged down in the phoney 
political ecumenism of the 
monarchist episcopies. 

Deny Keuener 
CoWcUow 

The joker 
I WAS surprised and amazed 
to read Michael O'Riordan's 

ference t o Diarmuid 
as the owner of a 

bookshop in Dublin 

(Irish Democrat August 1992). 
We knew him as "The Joker" 
for his dry wit, and he wore a 
navy blue suit with his pants 
tucked into his boots. Now as I 
remember he never showed 
any resentment towards the 
Connolly Study Group in Tin-
town internment camp during 
the 1940 period, not like others. 

No doubt he was very 
patriotic in his outlook and 
was very friendly in a personal 
way to every member of our 
group as one would not have 
expected him to be. Mick's 
opinion came as a bombshell 
which goes to show that we 
know nothing of what goes oh 
in another man's mind. 

Jim Savage 
Co* 

Muni appeal 
I WOUL,D like to ask your 
readers if-they could help me 
gather information on wall 
murals throughout the world. 
I am interested in the location 
ofmurals, what the murals are 
about, why they were painted 
and a photo of the mural if pos-
sible. I am interested in all 
types of wall mfcrals.. 

- Leo Morgan 
D wing H-BtoCk 6 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

• The education system is keeping Catholics owoung 

MARTIN 
MORI ARTY 
uncovers 
evidence of the 
structural nature 
of religious 

the classrooms of 
the Six Counties 

TWENTY years af ter 
Britain imposed Direct 
Rule on the Six Counties, 

two-and-a-half times more 
Catholic men are unemployed 
than their Protestant counter-
parts, twice as many semi-
skilled Catholic than 
Protestant workers are 
without a job and unemployed 
Catholics tend to be left longer 
in the dole queues than their 
fellows across the community 
divide. . 

These are some of the grim 
statistics which demonstrate 
the structural disadvantage to 
the Catholic community in 
Northern Ireland. They are 
evidence of the legacy of 
decades of discrimination 
from the foundation of the 
statelet. And they are an indict-
ment of successive 
government attempts to get to 
gr ips wi th inequali ty of 

?he Northern Ireland Of-
fice line is that the 196(9 Fair 
Employment Act is going to 
change all this, aMkxigh the 
absence of clear g&alt and 

timetables, and the initial 
blunder over tribunal access to 
evidence of discrimination 
under the new legislation — 
rectified last year—have both 

again over London commit-
ment to real change. 

Whatever happens, one 
thing is clear: it wUl take more 
than the engineering bosses 
and banks antl building 
societies managers improving 
their woeful hiring and firing 
practices. The evidence that 
has been emerging from the 
Standing Advisory Commis-
sion on Human Rights over the 
last four years on the impact of 
the education system on 
Catholic disadvantage in the 
labour market is overwhelm-
ing. 

SACHR began its education 
project in 1988 in the wake of 
its report on fair employment, 

its work, the seventeenth since 
its inception, is dominated by 
the education agenda. 

Catholic education has long 
laboured under systematic dis-
advantage in the Six Counties. 
Between 1947 — when the 
1944 Education Act was copied 
into Stormont law—and 1968, 
the Catholic community had to 
stump up 35 per cent of capital 
costs of its schools. Even 
today's 15 per cent burden im-
poses serious burdens, 
espedally on poorer parishes, 
and case studies reported in 
SACHR's sixteenth annual 

consistently rose above the no-
tional 15 per pent figure. 

The funding of day-to-day 
costs demonstrates further 
Catholic d isadvantage. In 
1984/85 teaching costs for 
Protestant schools per pupil 
were £775 compared with £738 

for Catholic. The figures had 
risen to £1,218 for Protestant 
schools and £1,170 for Catholic 
by 1989/90.. Non-teachin: 
day-to-day costs reprodi 

varied dramatically between 
secondary schools run by the 
separate Library and Educa-
tion Boards from a £7 per pupil 
differential in favour of Protes-
tant schools' in one area to a 
massive £154 differential in 
another in 1985/86. 

Not surprisingly, Catholic 
attainment has consistently 
lagged behind Protestant. Data 
f rom the 1988/89 School 
Leavers Survey demonstrates 
that a higher proportion of all 
Catholic school students gain 
no or low qualifications than 
Protestant — 15.9 per cent 
compared with 10.1 per cent— 
and boys leaving Catholic 
schools fare especially badly. 
And SACHR underlines that 
being educated in a second-
class system has its own group 
psychological dynamic, too. 
"Social and economic disad-
vantage allied to low 
self-esteem may be an impor-
tant contributory factor in 
relation to under achieve-
ment" , this year 's report 
suggests. 

The commission is also con-
cerned about the skewed 
provision of grammar school 
education, with 56 per cent of 
all places being taken by 
Protestant children, "Every ef-
fort must be made to ensure 
equity at all levels of the sys-
tem so that pupils in both 
Catholic and Protestant sectors 
have equal opportunity to 
maximise their attainment 
levels and thus their employ-
ment prospects",; SACHR 
underlines. 

Especially worthwhile is 

• •j'dmtX , -t he paster which "surveys 
parental opinion of education 
in the Six Counties, since, as its 
authors Professor Seamus 
Dunn and Dr Ed Cairns point 
out, thefWfivs of parents have-
before now been mediated by 
the churches, the schools them-
selves and parent-teacher 
associations. The results are in-
triguing. A small majority 
fa voured the crea tion of a com-
prehensive school system, ahd 
between 70 and 80 per cent 
favoured the 'general idea' of 
integrated education, al-
though considerably fewer 
intended to send any of their 
children ihto what remains the 
smallest element of the North-
ern education system. A 
significant majority supported 
the teaching of the Irish lan-
guage and only a small 
number of Protestants op-
posed fostering the native 
tongue. 

The commission's con-
clusions represent a further 
expansion of the religious dis-
crimination agenda, and make 
explicit demands of the current 
government. London should 
assess the impact of its policy 
on the Protestant, Catholic and 
still tiny integrated schools sec-
tors, SACHR suggests. The 
Department of Education at 
the Northern Ireland Office 
should prioritise the expan-
sion of science teaching space 
at Catholic schools and draw 
up comparative inventories of 
science equipment and 
facilities in all schools, it ar-
gues. Grammar school 
provision for Catholic pupils 
should be increased. And an 
"in-depth review" should be 
launched into the need for 
Catholic schools to provide 15 
per cent of their own capital' 
costs. 

THE main purpose of the demonization of 
Serbia by the Western media has been to dis-
tract attention from the way in which Ger-
man and EC interference were primarily 
responsible for creating the political condi-

tions for the civil war in Yugoslavia. 
Watching TV or reading the papers, you would 

never get the impression that it was German/EC 
recognition of Croatian and Bosnian independence 
within their internal Yugoslav administrative boun-
daries that inevitably sparked off rebellions by the 
Serbian minority in these areas. These days 
"Europeans" and Americans are jockeying frenzied-
ly for influence in the Balkans. Inside the EC the 
Germans, the French, the British and Italians circle 
around one another with the deepest suspicions of 
one another's political intentions. 

"Hands off the Balkans" should be the cry of all 
progressive people, as these voracious Big Powers 
circle around the south-east European countries 
they have been used to meddling in for centuries. 
Outsiders can only worsen the national conflicts of 
these parts. If the Albanian majority in Kosovo 
rebels, or Greek-Macedonian tensions worsen, or if 
Romania and Hungary come to blows over the two 
million ethnic Hungarians in the latter country — 
probably the most dangerous potential trouble-spot 
of the whole Balkans — one fact is absolutely cer-
tain. Interference by the Western powers, with their 
bloody records of imperialism and historical med-
d l ing can only make everything infinitely worse. 

What is badly needed in these circumstances is 
for the international community to urge the existing 
multinational States, whether unitary or federal, to 
recognise die right to independence of aspiring na-
tional majorities within their boundaries and en-
courage a negotiation with them over the frontiers 
of the new states, with proper provision for the in-
evitable national minorities created by their birth. 

Following the break-up of the USSR, it looks as 
if the Russian Federation itself, with its 34 republics 
and autonomous regions — most of which do not 
regard themselves as Russian at all — will be the 
next part of fhe globe to generate many new nation 
states. The Western powers, who have done every-
thing possible to break up Yugoslavia, may well at-
tempt the same thing with the Russian Federation. 
With 30 million-Russians living outside the borders 
of Russia, and nationalism providing the only mean-
ingful ideology for so many after file USSR's disap-
pearance — not least inside Russia itself — it is 
devoutly to be hoped that this process of forming 
new Nation States will take place without the hor-
rors of "ethnic cleansing", encouraged as that can so 
easily be by unscrupulous and ambitious political 
demagogues. 

As the labour movements of the newly bom na-
tion states seek to reorient themselves and aspire to 
some form of "socialism" — requiring the imposi-
tion of social controls on capital in the collective in-
terest — they will find themselves facing the 
problem that Ireland's James Connolly wrestled 
with in the days of the Second International: how to 
define the relation between national independence 
and socialism, between democratic struggle embrac-
ing all the people and working class struggle for the 
special interests of a particular class. 

They would do well to emulate Connolly's ad-
vice when he wrote: T h e Irish socialist was in 
reality the best patriot, but in order to convince the 
Irish people of that fact he must first learn to look 
inwards upon Ireland for his justification, rest his 
arguments upon the facts of Irish history, and be a 
champion against the subjection of Ireland and all 
that it implies." 

Connolly's intellectual originality was to link the 
working-class ideal of socialism with the categories 
of the "citizen" and the "native", with the 
republicanism of the former and the nationalism of 
the latter. In doing so he pointed the way forward 
for socialists and Ac labour movement in parts of 
the world that he had never even heard of and 
showed them how they might orient themselves in 
face of today's national problems: 
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WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Hands off the 
Balkans 



IN BRIEF 
Recommended 
eating 
Eating Women Is Not 
Recommended, Eilis Ni 
Dhuibhne, Attic Press, 
£6 99 pbk 

A COLLECTION of 14 
short stories from one of 
Ireland's increasingly 
respected breed of con 
temporary writers. 

Although dealing most 
ly with the experiences of 
ordinary women in ordi-
nary situations, an unset 
tling, dream like quality 
pervades alongside acute 
though sometimes 
humorous, narrative to 
provide the necessary ten 
sion which makes them 
far from mundane 

Eating women may 
not be recommended but 
reading this collection 
most certainly is — and 
not just by feminists! 

Devilish good 
read 
The Devil's Card, Mary 
Maher, Brandon, 
£12.99 hbk 

SHARP political thriller 
set in Chicago towards 
the end of the last cen-
tury Focussing on the 
city's large Irish com-
munity, the plot revolves 
around the real-life mur-
der of physician Sean 
Cronin, a prominent fig-
ure in the Irish com-
munity and leading 
member of Clan Na Gael. 

Using a potent mixture 
of violence, intrigue, cor-
ruption, conspiracy and 
revolutionary 
nationalism, the author ex-
plores tensions within the 
Irish community, its 
relationship to the strug-
gle for freedom in Ireland 
and assimilation into 
mainstream American 
society. Highly readable. 

Workshop talks 
Men Of Liberty (pari 1). 
An Almost Uniaue 
History, Denis Smyth, 
North Belfast History 
Workshop, £2 pbk. 

THE FIRST in what 
promises to be a series of 
pamphlets commemorat-
ing the "momentous and 
turbulent years" between 
the foundation of the 
Society of United Irish-
men in 1791 and the 
Rising of 1798. 

Stopping short of the 
formation of the Orange 
Order in 1795, it aims to 
briefly examine the events 
which brought together 
the likes of Tone, Mac-
Cracken, Drennan, Hope 
and Russell in the strug-
gle for justice and Irish in 
dependence. 

Unfortunately the 
author's particular use of 
extracts from source 
material and commen-
taries sometimes hinders 
the overall flow of this 
otherwise worthy publica-
tion. A short bibliography 
provides some useful 
pointers for more detailed 
information. DO 

DEMOCRAT BOOKS 
I 

Conflicts of loyalty and love 
Peter Berreaford Ellis 
The Blood upon the Rose, 
Tim Vicary, Simon and 
Schuster, £14.99 hbk 

I'LL BE quite honest. Since 
the 1970s I have tried to 
avoid reviewing novels 

about the Irish 'troubles' — 
who the devil first applied 
that curious word to the fight 
for independence? I have, as 
some may know, made a 
study of the scores of books 
set against the current war in 
the north, finding, sadly, that 
they share the lowest com-
mon denominators of bias 
and stereotypes and a 
pathetic naievet£ about the 
situation. 

So when the publishers 

sent me this novel, I opened 
it with a groan. 'Set in Ireland 
in 1919, The Blood Upon the 
Rose is a heartrending story 
of love, betrayal, passion and 
violence, as a country hurtles 
towards civil war\ I was im-
mediately distracted by the 
historical inaccuracy. The 
Westminster engineered 
Civil War" was three years 

away — in 1919 Ireland was 
about to enter the War of In-
dependence. 

But I pressed on with the 
novel. And lucky I did. The 
story opens on the Ashtown 
Road with Lord French (the 
Viceroy) in his car sweeping 
along, guarded by the 
military. We know what is 
about to happen yet we are 
gripped, following tire move-
ments towards the famous 

ambush in which Volunteer 
Martin Savage was shot 
dead. From the opening sen-
tences, the reader is firmly 
hooked in time and place. 

This is an damned good 
novel. It is a tribute to the 
ease of Vicary's writing style 
and his sound historical 
knowledge that he can cap-
ture the place, time and char-
acters, making them live and 
not move merely as historical 
puppets. 

Catherine O'Connell-Gort, 
young, beautiful and 
headstrong, a tnedica) stu-
dent in Dublin, sympathetic 
to SinnF&n and trying to 
help her country, unknown 
to her Anglo-Irish father who 
is a colonel in military intel-
ligence, could very easily be-

such models as Countess 
Markiewicz, Maude Gonne 
or Dorothy Macardle. But 
Vicary presents a very 
credible personality. 

She is in lovewkfra 
young Volunteer and both of 
them are caught u p in the 
web of the 'dirty war' in 
which Andrew Butler, scion 
of another Anglo-Irish family 
but an officer in the English 
army, attempts to infiltrate 
the republicans to assassinate 
Michael Collins. Butler has 
his own problems. A henxof 
Pasehendale, his own mother 
was a German, and he has 
emerged from the war with 
mental scars and moral con-
tradictions. 

We have here not only a • 
political thriller but a study 
of conflicting loyalties, loves 

and ideals. There is, natural-
ly, a relevancy to the Ireland 
of today, as the unresolved 
struggle for independence 
continues. 

This is Tim Vicary's first 
novel and he is already at 
work on his second... a story 
about suffragettes and Irish 
Unionists. What I find fas-
cinating is that Vicary has no 
Irish connections—which 
sometimes leads to minor in-
congruities when he deals 
with other than middle class 
Irish characters. But, as he is 
usually moving in the world 
of the Anglicised middle-

The paramilitaries withMood 
on their red hands 

Lavish 

turbulent 

• It's hard to find any thlnMng when you're Interviewing them 

Conor Foley 
The Red Hand: Protestant 
Paramilitaries in Northern 
Ireland, S teve Bruce, 
Oxford University Proas, 
£25hbk, £7.99 pbk 

THIS BOOK is the first 
comprehensive study of 
loyalist paramilitalrism. 

Scrupulously researched, it is 
a fascinating read. Relying 
on extensive interviews, ob-
viously gathered over a con-
siderable period of time, the 
author has clearly gained the 
confidence of many 
paramilitaries and has 
rigorously cross-checked his 
sources. He appears to have 
researched this work without 
the help of the security forces 
and his reference to their dis-
information tactics shows a 

ihhy degree of scepticism 
The book traces therise 

and fall of the two main 
loyalist paramilitary group-
ings: the Ulster Defence As-
sociation and the Ulster 
Volunteer Force 

Dr Bruce openly acknow-
ledges when he is unable to 

confirm a story or hypothesis 
and avoids the irritating habit 
of authenticating speculative 
claims by citing unknown " 
"security sources". 

Neither does he spare his 
rivals. Martin Dillon's books 
The Shankill Butchers and The 
Dirty War are repeatedly 
criticised, almost ridiculed, 
and accounts by Kevin Kelly, 
Fr Raymond Murray and 
Duncan Campbell, receive 
similar treatment. 

The book takes the sen-
sible attitude of rejecting con-
spiracy theories where more 
mundane explanations are 
possible. Loyalist feuds can 
usually be explained by per-
sonality clashes rather than 
ideological differences. The 
book implicitly rejects the 
over-theorising of Protestant 
working class conciousness 
by so many revisionist his-
torians and sociologists. Dr 
Bruce quotes a journalist 
saying that when interview-
ing IRA volunteers he had 
trouble keeping up with their 
thinking, when interviewing 
loyalists he had trouble find-
ing any. 

This is not to say the 

author is unsympathetic. In-
deed some readers may find 
the book uncomfortable. 
Republican and loyalist 
paramilitaries are continuous-
ly equated not just in their 
methods but in their cause. 
There is little discussion of 
the nature of the Northern 
Ireland statelet or the relative 
positions of the two com-
munities. The casual reader 
could be forgiven for think-
ing that the historical cause of 
problem was nationalist ir-
redentism rather than 
Unionist discrimination. 

The author appears to 
agree with the loyalist percep-
tion that they are as a com-
munity under siege and the 
civil rights campaign as 
being, at best, middle class 
Catholics demanding 
privileges denied to working 
class Protestants. He is not 
just bending a stick when he 
says loyalists saw civil rights 
as 'another stick to beat the 
Prods, another device to de-
stabilise Stannont". He goes 
on to state: "[Protestants] 
were as poor as the Catholics 
who were doing all the 00m-
pluming Aitd (JcscwIjb® civil 

rights marches as "deliberate 
exercises in coat trailing". • 

Whatever the author's dis-
taste for the activities of 
loyalist paramilitaries he 
seems reluctant to damn the 
beast. His section on 
loyalism and fascism seems 
concerned to minimise the 
links, echoing views ex-
pressed in loyalist magazines 
that they are always initiated 
by the fascists and damage 
the loyalist cause. Readers 
will find no discussion as to 
why swastikas can so often 
be found amongst loyalist 
grafitti. 

Dr Bruce concludes that 
loyalists enjoy the ad-
vantages and suffer the 
problems of pro-state terror 
groups. They can tap the ex-

it lose out in competition 
for recruits and have been un-
able to develop a political al-
ternative to the constitutional 
unionist parties. While he 
believes that many of their 
members are idealists, they 
have attracted a higher 
proportion of mis-fits arid 
psycopaths, lack significant 
community support and are 
more easily caught than their 
republican counterparts. The 
reason why the Catholic com-
munity should be so 
alienated from the state, how-
ever, is not discussed. 

The discussion on col-
laboration between loyalists 
and the security forces con-
tains a fairly effective rebuttal 
of the Wallace/Holroyd al-
legations. It is unfortunate 
that the author chose to mini-
mise the South African con-
nection, which could have 

a chapter. Final-
ly, I would be intrigued to 
know why there Is no men-
tion the case of the UDR 
Four,» Unionist cause celebre 
of recent years which surely 
fell within this book's remit. 

SeanMc 
The Treaty, Brian Phelan, 
Thames Television (Screen 
Guides), £2 pbk 

IS GUIDE was written 
to accompany the film. 
The Treaty, first shown 

on TV in December I99h 
This is a lavishly produced 
introduction to a vital and 
turbulent period of Irish his-
tory, about which controver-
sy still continues. The guide 
contains some excellent con-
temporary photographs plus 
stills fromthefilm.lt also 
contains a useful shoiibibli-
ography. 

For a British public which 
has probably learned little 
or nothing about the treaty 
at school, the film and guide 
serve a very useful purpose. 
How well, I wonder, is this 
subject- covered in schools in 
either part of lreland? 

The treaty, though dead, 
lives on, because it gave v-
Ireland partitfciianda civil 
war. It is easy with 

and damn and 
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>ing by the 
a country is . 

traumatised. We have seen 
" this series of event* in so 

many Africannations. which 
have won their freedom. 

The treaty was inauay 
ways bungled, and the Irish 
negotiators apparently out* 
wittedbywilyBritish 
politicians. Bat Britain •> ; » . a 

»; 1 

Briti 
•till is, for the tragic long-
term consequences of 
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I've seen the hopes ofchUdhood stifled by theh^doftime 

I've seen the wrong rise high and strong, the brave become 
a f a d d -

I think I see them often, when the night is on the town, 
The brass of oldStrasala, and the homes ofCarrigdoun -
There's a light in jimmy Lynch's house, a shadow on the blind, 
I often watched the shadow, lor 'twas Mary in behind, 
Oh oftenin the darkness I think I see it an. 
For Icanncrtltety} but dreaming of the folk in Donegal. 

80 111 hie me back to Glanttes whan the harvest comes again, 
And the cows are in the pastures and the berries in the lane, 
TheyTl give me such a handshake that my heart will leap with joy 

I I H S I S O N * 

Three-leaf Shamrock 
BY THE SIDE our ship was anchored on a bright St Patrick's Day, 
On the quay a lass was sighing for her lover going away. 
In her hand die held an emblem and its parted leaves were three, 
And her parting words were: Darling look on these and think of 
me." • 

CHORUS: 
Three-leaf 1 
When there's better days in Ireland IH come home to many thee. 
Three-leaf shamrock, I adore thee, your three leaves I long to free 

id I 

Just before the ship had started she laid her hand on mine, 
Just before that we had parted she looked with loving eyes so 
kfat4r 
To my coat she pinned an emblem and its parted leaves were 
three* 
And ho- parting words were: "Darling, look on these and think of 
me." 
But tonight lam in exile far from home and far from thee, 
Next my heart Fllwear your token, love, no matter where I be, 
And although the seas divide us and your face Imight never see, 
When there's better days in Ireland I'll come home to marry thee. 

LAST NIGHTT had a happy dream, though restless where I be: 
I thought again brave Irishmen had set old Ireland free. 
And how excited I became where I heard the cannon's roar, 
O gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

Ifa true we had brave Irishmen as everyone must own. 

And also RobertEmmet who till death did not give o'er— 
O gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

Now we can't forget the former years, they're kept in memory 
still, 
Of the Wexford men of '98 who fought on Vinegar Hill, 
With Father Murphy by their side and the green flag waving o'e 
O gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

And some day yet brave Irishmen will mala the Saxon flee; 
Both day and night they'll always fight, until death they'll ne'er 

Ite o'er— 
1 gradh mo chroidhe, I long to see Old Ireland free once more. 

I'M GOING BACK to Glenties when the harvest fields are brown 
And the autumn sunset lingers onmy little Irish town. 
When the gossamer is shining where the mortal blossoms blow 
i n take the road across the hfils I tramped so long ago— 
13s far I ambeyond the seas, but yearning voices all: 
"Will you not come bads to Glenties and your wave-washed 
Donegal?" 

The Men of 
Barry's CoHimn 
WHEN British terror failed to win 

The Mack and-Tans they were ) 
in 
They thought they'd teach us manners. 
But instead of teaching they were taught 
A lesson which they dearly bought 
For when Kilmicheal's day was fought 
Low was their bloody banner. 

From east to west, from north to south 
They tried to wipe thecolumn out 
Till a must at Crossbany's rout 
Awoke them from their dreaming. 
Though10 to one they were that day 
Our boys were victory in the fray 
And o'er the hills they marched away 
With bagpipes merrily screaming. 

• • w 
Those Essex brutes who tortured Hales 
They scoured the land to fill the jails 
They thought their foul deeds would 
pale 
The cheers of Irish mothers. 
Paid dearly for their deeds were they 
When passing by Tooreen one day 
We dearly made the Essex pay 
And well avenged our brothers. 

Then piper play a martial air 
For the gallant boys who conquers there, 

No mournful tone nor solemn 
The grandest tune that was ever played 
For the fighting squad of the Third 
Brigade 
Whose gloriou&deeds will never fade — 
The men of Barry's Column 

\ 

IT DOESN'T seem quite so long ago 
The last time that I saw you 
Ain't it funny how memories grow 
Seems they always fold around you 
They tried to break you in living hell 
But they couldn't find a way 
So they killed you in an H-Block cell 
And hoped that all would turn away 
They thought your spirit couldn't rise 
again 
But you dared to prove them wrong 
And in death you tore away the chains 
To let the world hear freedom's song. 

Yet the heartache and pain linger on 
They're still here 
"Though its 10 years since you've been 
gone 
Love is stronger now You showed us 
how 
Freedom's fight can be won 

I wish their was an easy road to choose 
To bring the heartache to an end 
But easy roads are always sure to lose 
I've seen it time and time again 
If you could stand by me like yesterday 
I'd find the strength to carry on 
Let your spirit shine along the way 
And our day will surely come 

Yet the heartache and pain linger on 
They're still here' 
Though its ten years since you've been 

s is stronger now You showed us 
how 
Freedom's fight can be won if we all 
standas one 

PETER MTTL t TCTA N' S 
PEEPSHOW 

The cost to the 

WH TEWASH After a two-year Investigation costing 
£1.8 million, the Director of Public Proeecutlone has 
concluded that there Is no caee In law against the Weet 
Midlands serious crime squad who were responsible 
for many 'miscarriages of Justice.' The Times 

POLICE" ASSAULTS Ths British Govsrnment's own 
haman rights advisory committee In Northern Ireland 
has called for the local police complaints committee to 
monitor Interviews" oNrtleged terrorist suspects at ths 
notorious Castlereagh Interrogation centre. One Bel-
fast firm of solicitors stated that they had dealt with 
compensation tor Ill-treatment cases ovar the last two 
years totalling £134,000 associated with Caetlereagh. 
The police admitted no liability and no police were 
charged with the assaults. The claims of mental and 
physical torture have Increased greatly in the last tow 
years as the new generation demand their national and 
civil righto. The Guardian 

H f i a "A Belfast solicitor stated that 
to get young children to act as Informers and 

them from asking for a solicitor to be 
present during Interviews. 'What they do to young 
peopleis very alniater. Filing a complaint against the 
RUC Is a waste of time — the complaints system is a 
Joke. In 13 yeara I've only had one complaint upheld.' A 
15-year-old boy from the Ballymurphy area of west 
Belfast said: 'A soldier shoved his gun In my face and 
aald that he'd blow my braina out All I did waa look at 
him and he called me over.'" HelsinkiWatch report 

IdifilJIildHJ Ten RUC officers could face perjury and 
other charges after falsely authenticating interview 
notes In the UDR Four sectarian murder case after three 
of the accused were freed on appeal last month. The 
RUC officers may decide to seek an appeal to the House 
of Lorda or request Sir Patrick Mayhew, Northern 
Ireland Secretary, to refer the caee back to the Appeal 
Court. He may decide to declare that It la not In the 
public Interest to prosecute. It has been done before. 

l : l JcTdmd:MW The International Fund for Ireland, 
set up In 1086, has announced that it has received £12 
million from the USA (Its sixth contribution) and £12 
million from the EEC. Additional contributors are 
Canada and New Zealand. The current account stands 
at £164 million ready to be handed out to enterprising 
ventures without capital. In reality the fund lets Britain 
spend more on controlling dissent. 

HirsTslAfciaHl Gerald McGinn, aged 17, waa found 
deed after being chased and fired at by RUC officers. A 
second youth waa taken to hospital with gunshot 
wounds to the arm and shoulder. We are told the Inquiry 
Is still to be supervised by the Commission for Police 
Complalnta. The Guardian 

LAST WORDS 

"YOU CAN no mors spNt Irstondinto two parts than you 
can spilt England or Scottondtnto parte. Jreland la ana 
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Today's anti-revisionists are fighting the same battles their 17th century forebears did 

Patriotic historians 
y 

IMET WITH a 'revisionist' 
a long the way . No, he 
didn't wear the mask of 
Castlereagh ... well, not as 
far as 1 k n o w . This 

'academically objective' gent 
w a s ra ther d i s m i s s i v e of 
Seathrun C6itinn, the subject 
of the June column. He in-
formed me that C6itinn was 
not worthy of serious con-
sideration as an historian; that 
he w^s an untutored maverick, 
out of touch even with histori-
cal thinking of the 17th 
Century. 

Indeed, I was informed that 
there were no 'Irish historians' 
wor thy of cons ide ra t ion 
dur ing this period and the 
achievement of the English 
conquests was to introduce 
historical scholarsh ip into 
Ireland through English learn-
ing. 

Having thus chastised me, 
the 'objective ' his tor ian 
ploughed his stately way on-
wards, stoically ignoring my 
rather unacademic and cer-
tainly non obejective response. 

The 17th Century was the 
most crucial period in Irish his-
tory. It was the period in which 
the native Irish social order 
was devastated by the English 
conquests; devastations from 
which Irish nationality has 
never really recovered. The 
position of the Irish language 
as the language of administra-
tion, learning and commerce; 
the position of the native laws 
and social system, have never 
returned to the position of 
prominence which they en-
joyed at the s ta r t of that 
century. It was the 17th Cen-
tury which saw the cultural 
soul rpped out of Ireland. To 
understand the history of that 

century is to understand the 
tragedy of modern Ireland. 

During that most vicious of 
centuries for Ireland, a number 
of Irish historians realised that 
the ancient records and books 
were in danger of destruction. 
Already, early in that century, 
in the wake of the Elizabethan 
conquests, the native works of 
history and genealogy were 
be ing neglec ted and 
destroyed. Yet Irish culture 
was not dying without a fight. 
It was a time of passionate en-
deavour in the field of prose 
and poetry, in theology and the 
sciences, a t ime of intense 
literary product ion in both 
Irish and Latin. 

Unable to print patriotic 
works in Irish or Latin in 
Ireland, apart from some ad-
min i s t r a t i on a p p r o v e d 
Protestant tracts, the Irish es-
t ab l i shed their cen t res of 
publishing in Antwerp, Brus-
sels, Louvain, Paris and Rome, 
and from there smuggled the 
books back into the country. 
Another form of circulating 
patriotic literature was in the 
traditional pre-printing press 
fashion, the laborious copying 
and circulating of manuscript 
books. 

In no field was there more 
activity than in that of histori-
cal scholarship. 

One of the most unique his-
tories of the period deals with 
the 'Flight of the Earls' in 1607 
as a consequence of the tragic 
defeat of the Irish at Kinsale in 
1601. 

The author of this account 
was Tadhg O Cianiin from Co. 
Fermanagh (c. 1575 - d. Rome c 
1625). He came from a family 
wh ich were he red i t a ry 
chroniclers to the Maguires of 
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Fermanagh. He accompanied 
Aodh O N§ill and the Aodh 
Ruadh O Domhnaill, and their 
followers, to exile in Rome. O 
Cianiin wrote a detailed ac-
count of their f l ight f rom 
Ulster, their journey to Rome, 
with a unique day-to-day ac-
count of the journey, their 
poli t ical d i scuss ions and 
plans. In 1916 the work was 
translated into English by Paul 
Walsh and pub l i shed in 
Dublin. 

The ' revisionists ' of the 
time were already at work and 
causing concern. Peter Lom-
bard, Archbishop of Armagh 
and Primate of All Ireland (d. 
1625), a Waterford man, had 
been ambassador for O N6ijl 
and O Domhnaill to the holy 
See during the Elizabethan 
Wars. He was particularly 
anxious about the distortion of 
Irish history by English com-
mentators. While in exile, he 
wrote a Latin commentary on 
Ireland which was printed at 
Louvain in 1632. It outlined the 
or ig ins of I re land ' s f ight 
against the English conquest 
and gave a judgment of the 
Ir ish l eadersh ip . He also 
worked on a 'Compendium of 
the History of Ireland' which 
remains the fullest account of 
the Elizabethan Wars told 
from the Irish viewpoint. This 
was published in Lisbon in 
1621, finance by Philip O Sul-
l ivan Beare, the f a m o u s 
soldier-historian. 

Louvain was not only a 
centre of Irish printing at this 
time but was a centre of Irish 
scholarship in all its forms. The 
Donegal-born Professor of 
Theology at Louvain, John 
Colgan (c.1590 - d. 1658) was 
working on what he intended 
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to be a six volume compen-
dium of early Irish history and 
lives of Irish saints. Colgan 
was being helped by another 
Donegal scholar Aodh Buidhe 
Mac an Bhaird (c 1580 -1635), 
w h o had been Colgan 's 
predecessor as Professor at 
Louvain. 

The two men chose a third 
Donegal m a n , Miche^I O 
Cteirigh (1575 - 1645), a Fran-
ciscan brother, who had been 
taught by Ireland's leading his-
torians, to return to Ireland 
and gather material for the 
work . O Cte i r igh was in 
Ireland f rom 1627-1642 and 
not only collected material 
from the ancient manuscripts 
for Colgan's work but material 
for a factual history. 

This became the famous 
Anndla Rtoghachta tireann, 
which Colgan dubbed 'Annals 
of the Four Masters' because O 
C16irigh had sought the help of 
three other eminent scholars to 
compile the work. 

The 'Annals' are an impor-
tant work and had not the 
material been rescued and col-
lected by O C16irigh and his 
colleagues during the lull be-
tween the d efeat of Kinsale and 
Cromwell's cataclysmic con-
quest, it is possible that the 
knowledge would have been 
lost. A large percentage of the 
old manuscript sources were 
destroyed. Not only did O 
C16irigh compile his 
chronological history, but he 
made a descriptive Irish king 
list, copied the definitive ver-
sion of the 'Book of Invasions', 
and had the first Irish diction-
ary printed in Louvain in 1643. 

O C16irigh's helpers were 
his o w n cousin 
Cucho igc r i che O C16irigh 
(c.1590 - d. Mayo 1664), Fear-
feasa O Maolchonaire and 
Cucho igc r i che O 
Duibhgeanndin, a descendant 
of the chief compiler of the 15th 
Century 'Book of Ballymote'. 

Another O C16irigh cousin 
was Lughaidh OCl&righ, who 
was a leading bardic poet. 
About 1630, he wrote The Life 
of Hugh ODonnell ' which be-
came considered as the most 
cons iderable secular biog-
raphy then written in Irish. 
Aodh de Blacam has called it 
'one of the great books of the 
nation'. 

While Miche l O Cl&righ 
and his colleagues were top 
rank historians, yet O Cteirigh 
dec ided to send the 
manuscript of their 'Annals' to 
ano the r h i s to r ian for his 
criticism and approval. This 
was Flann Mac Aodhagi in 
(fl.1600-1650). He. was from 
Co. Tipperary of a family 
had produced several 
tions of historians. 
ClGirigh m a d e this 
would indicate that 
authority on Irish historical 
matters was highly regarded. 
Indeed, Miche61 O Cltfrigh 
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had been a pupil oif Flann Mac 
Aodhag£in . Unfor tunate ly , 
none of Flann's work seems to 
have survived the English 
destruction. His cousin, Baotlv 
ghalach Mac AodhagSin, was 
keeper of the Leabhar Breac 
(Book of Duniry, c.1400) and 
only one piece of his work has 
survived. 

A n o t h e r of Flann Mac 
A o d h a g S i n ' s most d i s t in -
guished pupils, and a most 
influential historian of this 
period, was Dubhaltach Mac 
Firbisigh (b. Sligo 1585 - d. 
1670). His family w e r e 
chroniclers to the ( JDowds of 
Sligo. As a student he made 
copies of the 'Annals of Ossory 
and Leinster'. He compiled the 
f a m o u s Genealogies of the 
Families of Ireland which is one 
of the principal authorities in 
this branch of Irish history. 
When Galway fell to the Crom-
wellians in 1652 he managed to 
flee to the house of Sir James 
Ware in Dublin, taking his pre-
cious manuscripts with him. It 
is said that one of the books he 
gave to Sir James w a s the 
l l t h / 1 4 t h Century Annals of 
Inishfalien, which is now n the 
British Museum. In the protec-
tion of Sir James' house he 
wro t e A Treatise on Irish 
Authors, a Martyrology a n d 
began to compile a Glossary. Sir 
James died and Mac Firbisigh 
attempted to return to Sligo 
but was murdered on the road 
by a Cromwellian. 

Domin ic O DAlaigh (b. 
Kerry 1595 - d. Lisbon 1662) 
was a Dominican, who used 
the name Dominic de Rosario. 
He was to became a bishop and 
President of the Privy Council 
of Portugal. He played a part in 
Irish politics of the period, as 
an envoy to Charles I, he tried 
to ensure that the King grant 
civil and religious liberties to 
the Irish. He also wrote a his-
tory of the Geraldine family 
(the earls of Desmond)' pub-
l ished in Lisbon in 1655, 
translated in a French edition 
in 1697, which became a good 
source work of the period. 

One of the most famous his-
tories of the period was that of 
Ruairf O Flaithearta, better 
known under the Anglicised 
form Roderick O Flaherty. O 
Flaithearta (b. Co. Ga lway 
1629 - d. 1718) was a victim of 
the Cromwel l ian conf isca-
tions. He had studied under 
Dubhaltach Mac Firbisgh and 
Se4n O Loingsigh. ' 

O Loingsigh ( m o r e 
popularly referred to under his 
Anglicised name - John Lynch, 
b. 1599 - d. 1673) b e c a m e 

of Tuam and was 
alway-man w h o 

Seathrtn Ctitinn's 
history into Latin and 

ihed it while in exile in 
Brittany in 1660. He also wrote 
his own attack on those his-
torians who were distorting 
and denigrating Irish histoiy 

and culture + Cambrensus Ever-
sus (1662). This column has 
a l r eady d£alt w i th both 
C6itinn and O Loiiigsigh. 

0 Flaithearta wrote a Latin 
history of Ireland, the Ogygia: 
or, a Chronological Account of 
Irish Events. This had the 
curiosity of being published in 
London in 1695. It was the first 
history of Ireland, written by 
an Irishman, which reached 
that section of the English 
public which could rpad Latin. 
The author pulled no punches: 
'I live a banished man within 
the bounds of my native soil; a 
spectator of others enriched by 
my birthright...' The work was 
finally translated into English 
in 1793. O Flaithearta later 
wrote a study of West Con-
nacht. 

Out of the usual run of his^ 
torians was a Kerryman Se&n 
O Conaill (c.1675 d. C.1725) 
who was claimed as an ances-
tor of Daniel O Connell. Se£n 
wrote a verse history of Ireland 
unde r the title Tuireadh na 
htireann, which was edited by 
Douglas Hyde in 1932. 

The Irish view of the Con-
federate war of 1641-1649 was 
writ ten by two Capuchins, 
Barnabas OFerrall and Daniel 
O'Connell. Their work was 
called Commentarius Rinnuc-
dnianus and w e n t to 2,666 
folios of manuscript. 

Perhaps the mo6t fascinat-
ing patriotic history of the 
century was the work of Char-
les O 'Kel ly of Ga lway 
(1621-1695) w h o fough t 
against Cromwell, went into 
exile, returned on the Restora-
t ion and f o u n d himself 
c o m m a n d i n g a reg iment 
under Sarsfield du r ing the 
Williamite Wars. After the 
Williamite Conquest, because 
of his age, he was allowed to 
live in retirement at Aughrane 
and there wrote in Latin his 
account of the wars. But be-
cause he was l iving under 
English occupation he careful-
ly disguised the Williamite 
conquest as being a conquest 
of Cyprus, Macariae Excidium, 
pretending that he was trans-
lating a work from Syriac by 
'Philotas Phylocypkes'. The 
disguised history of the con-
ques t of I re land was 

dec iphe red i a n d edi ted 
deciphered by Count G.N. 
P lunke t t in 1894 as 'The 
- >ite War in Ireland 1688-
., .Before his death, O'Kelly 
had written his own English 
language version. 

1 have endeavoured to give 
a 'taste' of the work being done 
in Irish historical fields during 
this tragiccentury. Native Irish 
c u l t u r e had a long a n d 
honourable tradition of his-
torians. The role of those 13?th 
C e n t u r y h i s t o r i a n s Was 
precisely the awne as those 
who are endeavouring to meet 
t h e cha l l enge oif t o d a y ' s 
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