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After the latest Brussels directive, 
Ireland awaits a diet of grey peas, 
white jam and blue lemonade 
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It's that time again: -• Diary of a Democrat columnist, in 
wishing the broadcasting ban an which it is revealed how none but 
unhappy fifth birthday an author knows an author's cares 
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n Their initiative has eclipsed the Mayhew agenda 

Hume-Adams talks 
point to peace plan 

Connolly Associat ion: campaigning for a united and independent Ireland 

SDLP-SINN FEIN DIALOGUE 
Martin Moriarty 

THE D E C L A R A T I O N last month by SDLP 
leader John Hume and Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams that their talks had made 
" c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s " t o w a r d s the 
design of a peace process involving all the 

parties to the Northern conflict represents the pos-
sibility of a major breakthrough in the Irish crisis. 

That the two nationalist party leaders could have 
agreed some form of outline report to the Dublin 
government containing their ideas about the design 
of a n e w peace process is of enormous significance 
in itself. 

But if Dublin seizes the opportunity that has been 
presented to it, it's possible that the adoption of the 
H u m e - A d a m s approach by a united Irish nationalist 
front could mean considerable progress down the 
road to peace is rapidly made in the weeks and 

months ahead. 
T h e joint s t a t e m e n t is 

clear that progress can be 
m a d e t o w a r d s a last ing 
peace. " W e are convinced 
from our discussions that a 
process can be designed to 
lead to agreement among 
the divided people of this 
island, which will provide 
a solid basis for peace," it 
said. 

Joint authority 'not democratic' 
GREAVES SCHOOL 

Dublin correspondent 

PROPOSALS for joint authority or 
joint responsibili ty currently 
floated within the British Labour 

Party, are integrationist, undemocratic, 
and backward , the Campaign for 
Democracy's Bobbie Heatley told the 
fifth D e s m o n d Greaves Summer , 
School in Dublin. 

"Strenuous efforts are being made 
by some elements in the Labour Party 
leadership to secure, by what can be 
described only as subterfuge, a mad-
cap retreat from the party's disen-
gagatory approach of favouring the 
reunification of Ireland by the consent 
of the majority in the North," Heatley 
said. 

He conceded that current Labour 
policy conferred on Unionists "an in-

defensible veto on progress", but ar-
gued that it nevertheless pointed in the 
right direction. 

"By contrast, the recently-mooted 
proposals for 'joint authority' and 
'joint responsibility' in the North, and 
for the British Labour Party to organise 
there, are intergrationist in character, 
undemocratic, and represent a move 
away from a relatively progressive 
position," he said. 

"What is really needed is that the 
British Labour Party ought to flesh-out 
its objective of Irish reunification with 
the f o r m u l a t i o n of a concrete 
programme of actions aimed at secur-
ing the support of a progressive section 
of Northen Ireland Protestantism for 
Irish reunification." 

He said that there was growing dis-
satisfaction with the current reaction-
ary trends in British Labour. "It is to be 
hoped that if this developing opposi-

tion represents a rearguard attempt to 
preserve some of Labour's democratic 
and socially radical principles, it will 
include the retention of the party's 
policy on Ireland, acompanied by a 
vigorous series of actions intended to 
release sections of the Northern Protes-
tant community from its subjection to 
Tory-Unionism," he said. 

" T h e proposals for the British 
Labour Party to organise in the North 
would be, objectively speaking, at one 
and the same time both a signal of 
retreat and an exercise in futility", said 
Heatley. 

And he asked: "Are some sections of 
the Labour leadership so foolish as to 
contemplate a step that would cause 
massive alienation from the party 
among the millions of Irish voters and 
people of Irish descent in Britain, as 
such a move would undoubtedly do?" 
~l Full report: pp4-5 

It also under l ined the 
commitment on the part of 
both party leaders to an in-
clusive approach towards 
a solution. " S u c h a process 

would obviously also be designed to ensure that any 
new agreement that might emerge respects the 
diversity of our different traditions and earns their 
al legiance and agreement , " it argued. 

Despite the hullabaloo in Government Buildings 
and a m o n g Dublin 4 journalists about whether or 
not M r Hume had made some variety of tactical 
b lunder — either in issuing the statement, or in 
referring to a report when the Taoiseach's office 
denied all knowledge, or in participating in the talks 
at all — it's clear that the Hume-Adams dialogue has 
c r e a t e d far m o r e s u b s t a n t i a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s for 
progress than the now stalled Mayhew talks. 

W h a t ' s also important is that whatever else they 
might have been talking about, joint sovereignty was 
not on the agenda. They didn't discuss it. So much 
for the advocates of such undemocratic solutions 
w h o h a v e c l a i m e d t o b e m o v i n g w i t h t h e 
mainstream. 

T h e next few weeks will obviously be crucial for 
the life of the H u m e - A d a m s initiative. But with Mr 
Major and Mr Molyneaux cosied up together, it 
would be hard to imagine a better time for Dublin to 
join a united front for a democratic solution. 



HEADLINES 

OCTOBER 
COMMENT 

It's the only 
game in town 

GERRY ADAMS and John Hume have 
suspended their talks pending a full 
report to the Irish government, and lit-
tle has emerged to date about exactly 
what the two northern nationalist 

leaders may have agreed in terms of the precise 
contours of the jointly-designed peace process 
they have been working on. 

But some things are clear already, both from 
the first joint statement they made in April and 
from remarks the two of them have made since 
reaching the latest stage in their discussions. 
They have rejected the possibility of an internal 
settlement, they have not discussed joint 
authority or joint sovereignty and they have 
based their dialogue on a commitment to national 
self-determination for the Irish people as a 
whole. Just as importantly, both leaders have 
made clear that they are determined to see North-
ern Protestants consensually involved in the 
development of a new peace process, a goal it will 
be vital to achieve if a genuinely just and lasting 
settlement is to be reached. 

Reaction to the preparation of a Hume-Adams 
report to the Dublin government has been instruc-
tive. The UUP's Ken Maginnis professed himself 
"very, very suspicious", while the DUP's Ian Pais-
ley denounced what he saw as a "blood-stained 
nationalist consensus". Jim Molyneaux has used 
the discussions as an excuse to withdraw from the 
Mayhew talks, following Paisley's departure in 
the summer, and has signalled that he expects 
John Major to deliver on his side of the 
Maastricht deal-that-never-was within the 
lifetime of this parliament. Whatever that par-
ticular exercise in horse-trading actually 
amounted to, it's clear that the measures 
Molyneaux is after would send British policy in 
an overtly integrationist direction, in 180 degree 
contrast to the Hume-Adams process. 

Mr Mayhew himself, staring in the face the 
stark reality of the collapse of his three-stranded 
talks, has said it would be "childish" and "silly" 
not to look at whatever report Dublin might pro-
vide him of the Hume-Adams proposals. And 
after some initial confusion, Dublin government 
leaders have stamped the process with their ap-
proval, which opens up an historic opportunity 
for progress in the dismantling of partition: the 
three key representatives of Irish nationalism 
working together for peace in opposition to the 
Unionist-led integrationists. 

Without a doubt, Hume and Adams between 
them have opened a window of opportunity. But 
no-one should forget how regularly history, and 
Irish history perhaps especially so, has proved 
that chances have to be seized swiftly, lest they 
slip through the hands of the key protagonists. If 
progress towards peace is ever to be made, all 
sides will need to take risks, to abandon the cer-
tainties of entrenched positions for the genuine 
possibilities that flexibility offers. Messrs Hume 
and Adams have amply demonstrated their grasp 
of this truth. It's up to Major, Mayhew, 
Molyneaux and Co to respond in kind. 
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10,000 unemployed apply 
for 250 jobs at new plant 
CORK 

Jim Savage 

OVER 10,000 people ap-
plied for the 250 jobs on 
offer at the new Sandoz 

pharmaceutical plant. 
Company spokesperson 

Winfried Pederson said he was 
taken aback at the level of ap-
plications for posts. He said 
they could only provide work 
for 250 people and that com-
merical production would not 
begin until 1995. 

Irish Steel in Cork Harbour 
have demanded severe cut-
backs at the plant in an attempt 
to make it "more competitive". 

They have produced a package 
under which the comapny will 
not pay the increases agreed 
last year under the Programme 
for Economic and Social 
Progress. 

The company also wants to 
axe the sick pay scheme, 
change security measures , 
sub-contract the canteen and 
put scrap-handling out to 
tender. 

In the same area in east 
Cork, Whitgate oil refinery-
must present a case to the 
government for its survival. 

Fai lure to convince the 
government that it has the 
ability to go it alone in the 
market place would leave a 

cloud of uncertainty over 
some, if not all, the 155 jobs at 
the plant. 

Irish governments down 
the years have neglected 
Whitegate , and now the 
Moriarty task force has recom-
mended that unless a credible 
proposak to commercialise the 
refinery is implemented by 
1996, the government should 
immediately put an end to its 
current policy of mandatory 
offtakes of petrol products at 
the plant. 

But despite the failures of 
Dublin politicians, Whitegate 
is performing well and it can 
boast a remarkable increase in 
operating efficiency. Having 

been told in 1988 by the 
government to achieve a cost 
target of just over £10 per 
tonne by 1992, the plant 
slashed its operating costs to 
just £6.66 per tonne, well 
below what ws already an am-
bitious target. 

Whitegate has an excellent 
safety record, and in a harbour 
notorious for its dirty in-
dustries, a stroll around the 
beaches near the refinery will 
not reveal a spot of waste oil. 

The real problem is that the 
multi -nationals are deter-
mined to boycott Whitegate 
and have formed a cartel to 
bring oil from Milford Haven 
and store it in Cork. 

Ireland awaits a diet of grey peas, 
white jam and blue lemonade 
EUROCRACY 

Dublin correspondent 

FOOD workers in Ireland 
are protesting at the threat 
to their jobs caused by 

Brussels latest scheme to ban 
harmless colorants in food. 
Irish peas would look grey and 
Irish strawberry jam would 
look white without the 
colorants that are added to 
make them 1 ike the products of 
the warmer continental 
countries. 

Now the Brussels Euro-
bureaucrats want to ban these 
colorants b e c a u s e food 
products on the continent do 
not have them. This would 
destroy thousands of Irish jobs 
and raise the food import bill. 

The matter was never dis-
cussed, not to mind decided 
on, in the Irish Dail. 

These latest examples of 
Brussels Euro-meddling are on 
a par with the EC directives 
banning the sale of home-
made confectionery, jams and 
cheeses which have shut down 
many small Irish local 
enterpr ises and which 
gastronomic expert Darina 
Allan has started a campaign 
against. 

Ostensibly introduced out 
of so l i c i tude for people ' s 
health, the real effect of the EC 
food directives is to increase 
the sales and profits of the 
giant European food monopo-
lies. These maintain expensive 
lobbyists in Brussels to in-
fluence the character of the 

Commission's draft laws and 
ensure that they are friendly to 
Big Business. 

The giant food companies 
want consumers throughout 
Western Europe to have no al-
ternative to their own uniform, 
homogenized products, which 
will then dominate all markets. 
The directives illustrate how 
the EC serves primarily con-
tinental Big Business, not small 
producers or consumers either 
in Ireland or elsewhere. 

It is foolish to look for 
redress for these reactionary 
laws to the so-called EC "Par-
liament". For this body is not a 
real Parliament that can in-
itiate or determine legislation. 
EC directives are proposed by 
the Commission "draft-law-
factory" for decision and put-

ting into law by the EC Council 
of Ministers. The EC Parlia-
ment can only discuss them, 
not decide them. It can only 
propose amendments that are 
agreeable to the Commission 
and which are subject, like the 
substantive proposals them-
selves, to final decision by the 
Council of Ministers, the real 
EC law-making body. 

Ireland's politicians did not 
tell the people that these 
would be some of the conse-
quences of voting blanket la w-
making powers to Brussels 
when they urged voters to say 
"Yes" to the Single European 
Act and Maastricht Treaties. It 
is they who really are ultimate-
ly responsible for these objec-
t ionable and wholly 
unnecessary measures. 

Connolly Association 
1993 annual conference 

Saturday 
30 October 

Edinburgh Trades Council 
offices, * 
Picardy Place, Edinburgh 

Visitors welcome. 
Accommodation available for delegates. 
Evening social. 

For further information: 
Alex Reid, national organiser, 071-833 9368 

Storm as Garda clothing 
contract goes abroad 
JOBS CRISIS 

Dublin correspondent 

AM AJOR row has erupted 
after a £250,(XX) contract 
for new Garda rain gear 

was awarded to a Scottish firm. 
The government was 

warned that two Irish com-
panies - one in Enniscorthy 
and one in Dublin - would 
have to cut staff as a result of 
th work going abroad. 

Fine Gael's Ivan Yates, one 
of Ireland's leading Euro-
fanatics, stormed: "This is EC 
madness - that small Irish 
firms should be viitims of this 
new competition policy at a 
time when we have the highest 
unemployment in Europe." 

A firm in Enniscorthy cur-

rently has the contract for sup-
plying the Garda protective 
gear. The contract is placed by 
the Government Supplies 
Agency, which under EC rules 
has to advertise for tenders 
across the Common Market. It 
has given the new contract to 
the lowest bidder. 

The Irish firms say that the 
cost to the Exchequer of the lost 
Irish jobs will be far greater 
than any saving on the cost of 
the Garda rain-gear. 

"This is the lunatic 
economics of the so-called 
'single market', which ignores 
such side-effects as irrelevant 
but which gradually more and 
more people are coming to 
grasp the drawbacks of," com-
mented anti-Maastricht cam-
paigners last month. 
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RUC changes tack in the Shankill 
CIVIL LIBERTIES 

Democrat reporter 

CONSENSUAL policing of 
the Protestant working 
class in the Shankill has 

all but completely broken 
down, according to reports by 
the Belfast-based Committee 
on the Administration of Jus-
tice. 

According to CA] staffer 
Micheal Ritchie, writing in the 
latest issue of the rights 
watchdog's bulletin just Nezus: 
"An obsession with the RUC's 
counter-terrorist role appears 
to have exacerbated a divorce 
between the police and a com-
munity traditionally suportive 
of it." 

And he concludes: "Clearly 
consensual policing in the 

Shankill area has to a large ex-
tent broken down." 

The civil liberties organisa-
tion has listened with alarm to 
the growing number of reports 
of police harassment and in-
strusive surveillance in the 
Shankill area over the last few 
months. 

Locals claim that the RUC 
have been unduly forceful in 
taking people's names and ad-
dresses, and have been stop-
ping people and demanding 
information which they know 
already simply to let them 
know they are being watched. 

There have also been allega-
tions of assault by RUC of-
ficers. One man claims he was 
held up against a wall by an 
officer when he was a few 
yards from his church one Sun-
day night, and it was only the 

intervention of other members 
of the congregation which 
secured his release. 

In another incident, young 
men from the Glencairn estate 
claim they were assaulted by 
police offciers who nearly 
caused a riot as they arrested 
them. The RUC charged the 
youths with assault, although 
the men deny they struck any 
of the officers involved in the 
incident. They say they were 
held in police cells overnight 
and refused access to toilet 
facilities. 

"A persistent pattern of al-
legations is that there have 
been attemts to recruit in-
formers," according to Ritchie. 
"Offers of money or charges 
being dropped have figured 
constantly in allegations 
reported to CAJ," he says. 

• His officers aren't so 
friendly on the Shankill 

1 993 
APPEAL 

Rush in 
the cash 
RUSH those donations 
in to 1993 Appeal, 
Connolly Association, 
244-246 Gray's Inn 
Road, London WC1. And 
thanks to P&G Horgan 
£8, G Curran £4, CC £10, 
D O'Flaherty £8, H 
Bourne £5, MBrennan 
£5, A Young £10, K 
Haldane £5, J Egan 
£2.50, A Noone £2.50, W 
O'M £20, D Deighan in 
memory of Joe Deighan, 
Desmond Greaves and 
Paddy Bond £50. 
Banker's orders 
£135.50. 
SEPTEMBER TOTAL: 
£265.50 

TOTAL TO DATE: 

£3,252.81 

Irish-Americans 
slam censorship 
BROADCASTING 

Martin Moriarty 

THE leaders of the Irish Na-
tional Caucus, the 
American Irish Political 

Education Committee, the 
Irish American Unity Con-
ference and the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians have put their 
names to a joint declaration 
against the use of state-cen-
sored British news in US public 
broadcasting. 

"We are united in our unal-
terable opposition to any tax-
payer subsidy, either directly 
or indirectly, of British state-
censored news or documen-
tary programmes on Northern 
Ireland," the four leaders 
declared last month. 

"The American people 
have a right to know that they 

are listening to official govern-
ment propaganda," they ar-
gued. "State-censored news 
must include a 'health 
warning' to identify it," they 
said. 

"We are co-ordinating our 
action on this crucial issue and 
we strongly ensourage mem-
bers of Congress to join us in 
preserving and protecting our 
uncensored public airways," 
they concluded. 

The joint declaration has 
emerged in the wake of sig-
nificant campaigning in the US 
in opposition to the now five-
year-old broadcasting ban and 
to the use of BBC World Ser-
vice reports on the conflict by 
federal government funded 
National Public Radio and the 
privately-owned American 
Public Radio ('Tuning the 
British static out of the Irish 

signal', Irish Democrat, July 
1993). 

The president of the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcast-
ing, which created National 
Public Radio, claims campaig-
ners are trying to involve CPB 
"in a complicated, decades-old 
political dispute in a foreign 
country that has no direct 
relevance whatsoever to US 
public broadcasting." 

The anti-censorship lobby 
is not impressed. "No 
relevance, when British state-
censored news is broadcast 
daily over hundreds of public 
radio stations without a warn-
ing to American listeners!" 
snorted James Mullin, presi-
dent of the South Jersey chap-
ter of the Irish-American Unity 
Conference. 

• Unhappy birthday: p6 

Join the Connolly Association! 
The Connolly Association is the premier Irish 
organisation in Britain campaigning for civil liberties 
and fair employment in the Six Counties and for a repeal 
of the British claim to sovereignty over Northern 
Ireland. Membership costs a mere £10 a year (£12 for 
couples, £6 unwaged couples and £5 for individual 
students, unemployed and pensioners) and includes a 
free subscription to the Irish Democrat 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Postcode 

I enclose a donation of £ towards the campaign 

Return this form with your cheque payable to Connolly 
Association to: 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

A tale of two cities 
I WAS SURPRISED to see the 
headline "Second city slips 
into financial crisis" above 
the short article on Cork by 
Jim Savage last month. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but 
I was led to believe that 
Ireland's second city was 
good old Belfast. Is it my 
Scottish geography that 
needs some adjustment, or 
has someone forgot that the 
Six Counties are part of 
Ireland? 

Willie Wallis, 
Glasgow G31 

Labour's chances 
HOW RIGHT you were to 
draw at tent ion to the 

impossibility of the Labour 
Party ever being able to 
implement a full employment 
strategy now that it has tied 
itself to the Maastricht 
chariot ('Labour missing its 
chance' , Irish Democrat, 
September 1993). 

And the quotations from 
the party's 1973 programme 
have only become more ap-
posite since John Smith's 
TUC and Labour Party con-
ference speeches pledged a 
Labour government would 
make full employment a top 
priority but failed entirely to 
set out a strategy for achiev-
ing it. 

Mary Fleming, 
London N5 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Arafat takes a 
risk for peace 

A GENUINE peace deal between Israel and 
the Palestinians would be of world historical 
importance. It would transform the politics 
of the Middle East by ending the monstrous 
injustice which the Jewish state, with 

Western support, has inflicted for half a century on 
Palestine's Arabs. 

Is the Israeli-Yasser Arafat deal the way to real 
peace? It could be, if the Israeli government, with a 
Labour administration now holding the reins of office 
in place of the ultra-reactionary Likud, really desires 
that and is willing to face up to the implications. 
These are that the agreement to permit the PLO chair 
and his supporters to take over Jericho and the Gaza 
strip should be quickly followed through by a series 
of other steps. The first of these is that Israel is willing 
to return the Golan Heights to Syria, swiped from 
them since the 1967 Six Days War. That means Syria 
and its protege, Lebanon, have no incentive to en-

courage Arafat's opponents 
in the PLO, the hard-line 
fundamentalists and rejec-
tionists who oppose the ex-
istence of the state of Israel 
altogether. If Syria does not 
lend support to the Israeli-
Arafat deal, there is no 
chance that it can succeed. 

The second condition for 
success is that the PLO is 
rapidly given charge of the 
entire West Bank area, not 
just little Jericho and the 
teeming Gaza Strip, as the 
territory of a future inde-
pendent Palestine state. 
Those exiled Palestinians 
who wish to must be al-

lowed to return and settle in Palestine. 
The third condition is Israeli willingness to con-

clude a comprehensive peace deal down the line that 
will allow a division of East and West Jerusalem so 
that each can be capital of the respective Palestinian 
and Israeli states. 

Without these three elements there can be no real 
peace. With them, the way is open for Israel at last to 
become friends with the Arab world and for massive 
trade and investment to grow between them. Without 
them Arafat will be discredited, the PLO shattered and 
Islamic fundamentalism will be leading war and rebel-
lion against Israel for decades to come. That is a war Is-
rael must ultimately lose. For it cannot realistically 
sustain itself for ever in a hostile Arab sea. The rulers 
of the oil-rich Arab states, with their pro-American 
and effectively pro-Israeli policies will in time be 
replaced by more radical regimes. Saddam Hussein's 
Scud missiles are but a foretaste of what will happen 
to Israel then. Which is why Israeli politicians with 
any pretence to far-sightedness will want the agree-
ment on Jericho and Gaza to be the beginning of a real 
breakthrough. Optimists see the Israeli concession on 
Jericho and Gaza as signalling clearly the abandon-
ment of the Likud's ambitions for Greater Israel — 
Eretz Israel — a Jewish state encompassing all Biblical 
Palestine. 

The deal could be an Israeli trick to split the PLO 
Arafat could find himself the Palestinian Michael Col-
lins, isolated in Jericho while his dwindling followers 
are reduced to becoming Israeli surrogates in a civil 
war with their own people. That would give Israel 
supreme predominance for a while, but the Pales-
tinian revenge would come within half a century and 
it would all the more terrible for the trickery and 
failure now. 

Distinguished Palestinians such as the writer Ed-
ward Said fear the worst. "There is an overall feeling 
among Palestinians, myself included," said Said, "that 
we gave up too many things to stay in the negotiations 
according to the American and Israeli plan. Arafat has 
been willing to sacrifice principles and values just, 
perhaps, to get something like Gaza and Jericho." Let 
us hope Said is wrong, as he himself hopes he is. Time 
will tell soon enough. 

'If Syria 
does not 
lend 
support, 
there is no 
chance the 
deal can 
succeed' 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

"1 MARY CULLEN: most historians have not recognised the signif icance of women in society 

"Women have not been 
served well by the 
custodians of memory" 
Feminist research 
had radically 
challenged 
prevailing ideas 
about how history 
is written, Mary 
Cullen told this 
year's Desmond 
Greaves Summer 
School. 
Story and pictures 
by DAVID 
GRANVILLE 

WHILE Dubliners and 
tourists rejoiced at the 
belated arrival of sum-

mer over the last weekend in 
August , and Irish labour 
marked the 80th anniversary 
ot the Dublin Lockout, the an-
nual Desmond Greaves 
summer school consolidated 
its position at the cutting edge 
of ant i - revis ionism and 
progressive political debate in 
Ireland. 

field at the Irish Labour 
I listorv Museum in Beggar's 
Bush Barracks, the fifth Des-
mond Greaves summer school 
showcased a varied 
programme of lectures and 
discussions, from the treat-
ment of feminism and women 
in Irish history and finance and 
economic development in 
Ireland, to the situation in the 
North, and the life and work of 
Peadar O'Donnell. 

Presenting the opening lec-

ture entitled 'History Women 
and History Men', historian Dr 
Mary Cullen of May nooth CoL 
lege, asserted that while "as 
custodians of group memory 
historians have not served 
women well", feminists re-
search into the role of women 
in Irish history had resulted in 
radical challenges to conven-
tional historv. 

"Between 1850 and 1930 
feminists succeeded in 
revolutionising the legal status 
of women and the oppor-
tunities open to them," she 
said "By any standards a 
sizable achievement." 

In view of these achieve-
ments, Dr. Cullen asserted, 
that it was therefore necessary 
to ask why the historical reality 
that political , social and 
economic life revolved around 
a model of society "that sys-
tematically timited women's 
autonomy", remains absent 

from general histories of Irish 
society? 

"If we dismiss a conspiracy 
theory of delibe: ate suppres-
sion, the explanation can only 
be that most historians have 
not seen, and still do not see, 
women as important or 
'significant' in the history of 
their societies." 

" I n this they share the 
prevailing value-system of 
their society," she said. 

Considerable 
Referring specifically to two 
recent histories - both written 
after the publication of a con-
siderable body of work on 
w o m e n ' s history and the 
feminist movement in Ireland -
Dr. Cul len il lustrated her 
point. 

References to feminism in 
the nineteenth und early twen-

tieth century in Joseph Lee's 
Ireland from 1912-88 

were easy to discuss she 
told the audience "because he 
doesn't mention feminism at 
all". 

However, in turning to Roy 
Foster's 'Modern Ireland 1600 
-1972' she said that although 
therearea number of headings 
under women, and five refer-
ences to feminism, in the index 
closer examination proves dis-
appointing. 

" While nothing in these ref-
erences is denigratory, there is 
absolutely nothing to tell you 
what feminists were, as 
feminists, who they were, 
what they were trying to do, 
the reasons they might be 
trying to do it - except that the 
suffragette movement is men-
tioned in passing - what they 
achieved or what they failed to 
achieve, or what methods they 
used. 

These omissions are even 
more extraordinary, she sug-
gested, in the face of Foster's 
bibliographical essay in which 
he admits that the topic of the 
Irish feminist movement in 
this period is "nowhere treated 
adequate ly" , directing the 
reader - "in default" to Mar-
garet Ward's 'Unmanageable 
Revolutionaries'. 

Whatever his revisionist 
credent ia ls , h ighl ight ing 
Foster's treatment of feminism 
was not intended to imply 
criticism she insisted: "because 
he's one of the few historians 
to have attempted to come to 
terms with it." 

Neither was attacking male 
histor ians : "because I am 
aware that there are feminist 
historians and that certainly 
doesn't let us off the hook. 

"So far feminist historians 
have concentrated specifically 
on women and have not at-
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

~i REMEMBERING O'DONNELL: Packy Early, Peter O'Connor and Donal Donnelly examine the legacy of premier socialist 
republican Peadar O'Donnel 

tempted the major challenge of 
writing integrated human his-
tory - rewriting Irish history in 
the light of feminist insights." 

The wideranging contribu-
tion of financier and writer on 
economic affairs, Emmet O'-
Connell, while both radical 
and innovative in tone, non the 
less had something of the 
curate's egg about it. 

His analysis of the develop-
ments of "an aspiring ruling 
class in waiting" - comprised 
of unelected EC bureaucrats; 
the sordid manoeuvres of the 
Maastrict road to the creation 
of a European superstate; and 
the disastrous social and 
economic consequences of 
both the imposition of rigid 
monetary policy and the intro-
duction of a 'single market' 
towards this end; struck a 
strong chord with most of his 
audience. 

Relating what he saw as the 
major developments in world 
capital ism to the national 
economic policies of succes-
sive Dublin administrations 
over the last thirty years, he 
castigated them for supporting 
policies which had subsidised 
capital at the expense of labour 
and placed the burden of ser-
vicing the ever increasing na-
tional debt on the urban and 
rural labouring class. 

"The national debt stands at 
some IR£28 billion and the an-
nual cost of servicing this mas-
sive millstone is equal to some 
90% of all PA YE taxes col-
lected," he explained. 

"The full disaster of the 
Twenty Six County economic 
policy of transferring wealth 
from the 'men of no property' 
to the capital owners of the 
vast economies such as 
America and Germany is now 
becoming apparent with un-
employment rates of 20%." 

He warned that the con-
tinuation of these policies 
would result in highly paid 
service industries: civil ser-
vants, judges, lawyers, bar-
risters, accountants and 

i bankers - "all handmaidens to 
capital and to the ruling class" 
- and another class of cleaners, 
agricultural labourers, lower-
class civil servants and social 
workers. 

"The only industrial 

workers left would lie in low 
tax, high tec, multinational 
companies enjoying sub-
sidised capital and the 
freedom to repatriate profits." 

In proposing an alternative 
to the existing government 
policy, O'Connell suggested 
that national debt should be 
defaulted on - either by res-
cheduling or inflating the cur-
rency; until such a policy 
change, accompanied by the 
replacement a political estab-
l ishment wedded to the 
benefits accrued through its 
creation and maintenance, any 
economic progress, in any 
form, he explained would be 
difficult. 

Hint 
However, while hinting that 
any such change would have 
to happen electorally, he was 
less forthcoming about exactly 
which current or future politi-
cal forces could replace the ex-
isting elite. 

"One day the Irish elec-
torate will have to decide who 
suffers. Are their sons and 
daughters children of some 
lesser god, destined to live out 
their working lives on foreign 
shores or on the dole queue at 
home - or do they change the 
ruling political class and thus 
change the economic priorities 
that place foreign capital and 
accumulated debt, failed 
economic policies, ahead of 
their well-being." 

Highl ight ing the 
microchip, "in all its various 
disguises" as the dominant 
item of hard technology over 
the next half century, he then 
suggested that I re land's 
economic future lay in the area 
of software production and in-
formation control 

Unfortunately, it was at this 
point that O'Connell intro-
duced the contentious, and un-
doubtedly racist notion, 
concerning the ability of 
various cultures to take ad-
vantage of these technological 
advances. 

By suggesting that many of 
the nations Latin America, 
Africa, the Middle and Far 
East, remained at such a low 
state of development as a 

result cultural factors - as op-
posed to the role played by im-
perialist exploitation and a 
legacy of neo-colonial domina-
tion by the western powers -
was deeply offensive to many 
of those present. 

Meanwhile his assertion 
that only to so-called "open 
societ ies" i .e. Anglo -
European capitalist societies 
possessed the necessary the 
'mind set' enabling them to 
take full advantage of the com-
plex information flows that 
will be at the heart of future 
wealth creation, was frankly 
absurd. 

The very idea that nations 
such as Ireland or Britain, with 
their labryinthine networks of 
secrecy, c e n s o r s h i p and 
privilege, are in any genuine 
way open and free does not 
bear up to serious analysis. 
And to write off nations such 
as Japan or China on the basis 
that their use of the ideograph 
in language is "essentially in-
compatible with the efficient 
use of computer technology" is 
nothing short of eurocentric 
folly. 

Speaking on 'The Northern 
Problem, What Now' Bobbie 
Heatley of the Campaign For 
Democracy s t ressed that, 
despite the willingnessof some 
of the participants, there was 
l i tt le chance of the talks 
process resuming. 

"In view of what happened 
before you can only come to 
the conclusion that this is a 
good thing given," said Bobbie 
Heatley. "They have been used 
as a means of trying to avoid 
facing up to the real issue." 

"Fundamentally nothing 
has changed over the last 
twenty years," stressed Heat-
ley. "Community divisions 
have got even deeper and 
alienation between the com-
munities has reached a very 
dangerous state of affairs." 

However, there were a 
number of positive develop-
ments, such as the ongoing 
talks between Sinn Fein and 
the SDLP, and objective condi-
tions, he asserted, have never 
been better for forcing the 
British to concede. 

What was required in the 
current circumstances was a 
four-pronged approach in-

volving: a renewed campaign 
for democratic,human and 
civil rights in the North; a cam-
paign in the Republic which 
challenges the partitionists; a 
campaign in Britain highlight-
ing Britain's role in Ireland; 
and an intensification of inter-
national pressure on the 
British government over its 
role in the Six Counties. 

Commenting on develop-
ments within the British 
Labour Party Heatley said 
that: "Strenuous efforts were 
being made by some elements 
in the J-abour Party leadership 
to secure, by what can be 
described only as subterfuge, a 
mad-cap retreat from the 
party 's disengagatory ap-
proach of favouring the 
reunification of Ireland by the 
consent of the majority in the 
North." 

Clntrast 
"By contrast , the recently 
mooted proposals for joint 
authority and joint respon-
sibility in the North, and for the 
British Labour Party to or-
ganise there, are integrationist 
in character, undemocratic, a 
represent a move away from a 
relatively progressive posi-
tion," 

he said 
"What is really required is 

that the British Labour Party 
ought to flesh-out its objective 
of Irish reunification with the 
formation of a concrete 
programme aimed at securing 
the support of a progressive 
section of Northern Ireland 
Protestant ism for Irish 
reunification." 

The range of subjects 
covered at this year's school 
was a subject of conversation 
among participants, some of 
whom would undoubtedly 
have preferred the programme 
to have adopted a common 
theme. However, the majority 
welcomed the variety of the 
programme. And the excellent 
quality of the presentations 
and the lively debates which 
followed cannot will have en-
sured that participants went 
away better informed and with 
their political batteries suitably 
recharged. 

JOHN MURPHY'S 
KEYWORDS 

The measure 
of our rulers 

WHAT DOES the ruling class do when it 
rules? Is it meaningful to speak of a 
"ruling class" at all, when we live in 
liberal democracies where everyone 
has a vote? Does the universal 

franchise not mean that everyone gets a look-in, 
that each citizen has some influence, however 
small, on state policy, though of course we recog-
nize that some people have a lot more power and in-
fluence than others. 

Social classes clearly exist, income, wealth, 
power, privilege and status are quite unequally 
divided in society. As regards income, one-tenth of 
income-earners get around one-third of the post-tax 
income. As regards wealth, some 5 per cent of 
households own 75 per cent of the country's proper-
ty. As regards power, the likes of Rupert Murdoch 
and a handful of media barons decide what goes 
into and who appears in the press and on TV. 
Decisions on what the economy produces and 
where and in what amounts, and what incomes 
people should get for making things, are con-
centrated in the hands of a tiny number of com-
pany directors, financiers and occupants of the 
board rooms of domestic and transnational firms. 
The motivation of these people is overwhelmingly 
to increase their own income and power. If doing 
that brings benefit to others because it requires the 
production of the useful goods and services they or-
ganise, that is incidental. 

As regards political power, that is concentrated 
in the hands of the government in office, its 
politicians and senior civil service. The executive 
decides what comes before Parliament. Parliament 
is ruled by the parties and patty whips. The parties 
look for the votes of the people every four years or 
so and their leaderships present programmes that 
rarely amount to real choice. 

A ruling class is defined above all by the shared 
assumptions its members hold about the existing 
economic order and its associated system of proper-
ty relations. Our society is fundamentally a 
capitalist one. State policy is premised on uphold-
ing private profitability, ensuring conditions that 
will increase the capital and economic power of 
business and high finance. Whatever will do that is 
on the policy agenda, either actually or potentially. 
Anything that might subvert capitalist profitability 
in any fundamental way is not. 

The rich and power-holders of our society quar-
rel continually among themselves. Capitalism after 
all is based on competition. There can be deep dif-
ferences of interest among capitalists. But the dif-
ferent owners and controllers of capital all have an 
interest in maintaining the existing economic order. 

Many public issues do not touch significantly 
on capitalist interests — for example what shall be 
the penalties for drunk driving, definitions of men-
tal illness, the character of family law or the ar-
chitectural design of public buildings. But when 
issues arise that do, the furies of private interest 
show themselves quick enough. You can skin an 
onion peel by peel, said RH Tawney the historian, 
but you cannot skin a tiger claw by claw! 

Tawney was referring to the way the rich and 
powerful hang together when anything seems to 
threaten their class interests fundamentally. In this 
the capitalist ruling class is no different from 
ruling classes throughout history — whether it be 
the slave-owners of ancient society or the feudal 
lords of mediaeval Europe. 

States exist to uphold the prevailing economic 
and property relations. Those running the state 
have no alternative but to do that, even if often 
they are scarcely conscious of the fact, so ingrained 
are the policy assumptions on which they work, 
while simultaneously they may do many other 
things as well. In capitalist society it is is the rule of 
private capital and its owners that is upheld. Any 
change in that rule such as to make the interests of 
workers and the real producers, rather than owners 
of capital, predominant constitutes a social revolu-
tion. But such events are relatively rare in history. 
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Spirit of social 
justice renewed 
Peter Berresford Ellis 
Renewing the Irish Church: Towards an Irish 
Liberation Theology, Joe McVeigh, Mercier Press, 
£6.99 pbk 

IT IS NOT socialism but capitalism that is opposed to 
religion,' wrote James Connolly. But since his 
execution, the Irish Church, as an institution, have 
been at pains to denigrate Connolly's teachings. They 
have wavered from declar ing that he rejected 
socialism on the eve of his execution to the even more 
absurd idea that he never really understood the 
meaning of socialism. Connolly's own view was that 
Christianity began as a struggle of the oppressed, 
reflected in the social teachings of the early Church 
leaders, and maintained throughout his life that those 
who accepted the original Christian ethic should 
logically join the socialist movement. 

Renewing the Irish Church is like a breath of fresh air 
blowing through Irish Catholicism. 

Father Joe McVeigh is the parish priest of Garrison, 
Co. Fermanagh, and a priest who is not afraid to stand 
up and be counted. 

He is a member of Clergy for Justice and has docu-
mented many instances of harassment, written ar-
ticles about injustices and violations of human rights 
by British troops in the north of Ireland. He has not 
removed himself from his people by putting on the 
cloth which many clergy seem to do. 

While in America he first became aware of the libera-
tion theology of the oppressed people of that con-
tinent and he turned to look at his own country with 
new eyes. He came to an awareness that the Irish 
Church was avoiding a central issue affecting the lives 
of the people of Ireland. He wrote The Wounded Church. 

Father Joe's second book pulls no punches. It is a 
hard hitting examination of the role of the Irish Church. 
He believes that if Jesus came to live in Ireland today 
he would again be persecuted, suffer harassment and 
be executed by the so-called religious authorities of 
the church and state. 'The Church is called to exercise 
a prophetic ministry. It must risk persecution. It must 
take the side of the poor and oppressed.' 

Father Joe hits out at the complacency of the clergy, 
who, when called upon, are eager to condemn their 
own people for using desperate measures, but dare 
not to point the finger at the real perpetrators of the 
obscene state of affairs which exists in the north. He 
argues that the Irish Catholic Church needs to face up 
to its responsibilities and admit its mistakes. 

Father Joe shares with Connolly the idea that 
originally the Church was a progressive movement. 
He even argues that pre-Christian Irish religion had 
much to do with securing a sound social foundation 
on which early Christian ideas could built, something 
I, too, have argued for a while now. He shows how the 
Celtic Church was finally absorbed by Rome. Rome 
was setting itself up as a temporal fiefdom with its 
members as feudal princes and as a property based 
body supporting the status quo and not standing up 
for the oppressed against the oppressors. 

Father Joe is particularly devastating in his denun-
ciation of the Church's support of Hitler on the basis 
that he was the duly constituted authority. In its sup-
port of British imperialism over the years, the Church 
simply continues its role of supporting any move-
ment, however morally corrupt, which promises 
strong government. 

He believes that there is still a potential for the Irish 
Church, looking back to its Cettic Christian roots, to 
reform itself. He argues for the notion of meitheal or 
local solidarity among people against social injustice. 
In this manner, he believes, that the Church could 
become the spiritual and social movement it was 
meant to be - a movement firmly based in moral 
doctrine, countering the slave mentality which he sees 
evident and supporting community development and 
social justice. 

I would urge everyone concerned with modern Irish 
politics and society to read this book. Whether one 
agrees entirely with all the ideas, they are worthy of 
examination and discussion. This is one of the most 
refreshing studies on Irish Catholicism that I have 
encountered. 

MEDIAWATCH 

Wishing the broadcasting 
ban an unhappy birthday 

Censorship helps no-one understand why he's there 

JONATHAN 
HARDY laments 
the fifth anniversary 
of TV and radio 
censorship 

ON O C T O B E R 19 1988 
D ou gla s Hurd, then 
Home Secretary an-

nounced to the House of Com-
mons that he had issued 
notices to the BBC and IBA 
prohibiting broadcasting of 
direct s t a t e m e n t s from 11 
Northern Irish organisations. 
To have introduced legislation 
would have meant directly 
debating and amending the 
Representation of the People 
Act, since the primary motive 
of Hurd's edict was to for-
malise censorship of a legal 
political party, Sinn Fein. 

l ive years on, a shameful 
anniversary looms again. 

Hurd put forward two con-
tradictory arguments to justify 
the ban He argued that the ap-
pearance of representatives of 
these Irish organisations in 
broadcas t caused offence to 
viewers and listeners and gave 
an "easy platform to to those 
who use it to propagate ter-
rorism" (Hansard 19 October 
1988). 

The research carried out by 
the Glasgow University Media 
Group shows just how tenden-
tious these claims were. Media 
interviews with Sinn Fein, 
along with all coverage of the 
Irish crisis had long been sub-
ject to intense regulatory con-
trol and self-censorship by the 
media. 

In the year before the ban. 

Sinn Fein was formally inter-
viwed 17 times out of 633 
reports on Northern Ireland. 
Codes of practice by the BBC 
and IBA laid down that the 
supposed impartiality and 
balance of normal news report-
ing had to be replaced by hos-
tile, accusatory interviews 
which hardly offered an "easy 
platform" for Sinn Fein. 

The two arguments put for-
ward by Hurd have no basis in 
law and directly contravene 
the International and 
European treaties on freedom 
of expression and information 
to which Britain is a signatory. 

The vagueness of the ban 
led to immediate confusion 
and snowballing self-censor-
ship which the Government 
made no effort to prevent. 
Notoriously, the IBA justified a 
radio ban of the Pogues' song 
Streets of Sorrow by saying: 
"The song alleges some con-
victed terrorists are not guiltv 
and goes on to suggest that 
Irish people are at a disad-
vantage in British courts of 
law That allegation might 
support or solicit or invite sup-
port for an organisa t ion 
proscr ibed by the Home 
Secretary's directive, in that it 
indicates a general disagree-
ment with the way in which 
the British G o v e r n m e n t 
responds to, and the courts 
deal with, the terrorist threat in 
the UK." 

Dressed up as a democratic 
measure against terrorists, the 
ban immediately dis-
enfranchised the 80, (XX) people 
40 per cent of the nationalist 
vote who gave their support to 
Sinn Fein in the 1987 election. 
It denied them the right to hear 
their own representatives and 
told them that they did not 
have a legitimate opinion. 

The principle introduced by 
the ban is that the British Home 

Secretary is the appropriate 
person to decide who has and 
who does not have a legitimate 
political opinion. 

Such was the conclusion of 
the Diplock judge who threw 
out Sinn Fein's 1990 challenge 
to the ban under the terms of 
the 1973 Northern Ireland 
Constitution Act which out-
laws discr iminat ion by a 
british minister to an group on 
the grounds of political or 
religious opinion. 

Of course , banning the 
voice of republicanism fits 
naturally within the policy of 
Ulsterisation, the assault on 
Sinn Fein's elctoral success and 
the promotion of the official 
view that Britain's enemies are 
terrorist gangsters lacking any 
political motivation. However, 
such a ban could only succeed 
through the submission and 
acquiescence of broadcasters. 

Two years ago in Greece, 
when the editor of Elef-
tlierotypia was arrested under 
the criminal code for publish-
ing a statement by the Novem-
ber 19 group, six other editors 
immediately published the 
same statement in solidarity 
and were jailed. After ten days 
the Government c l imbed 
down, agreeing to reconsider 
the application of its repressive 
law to the press. 

In Br i ta in , with a few 
honourable exceptions, broad-
casters have seldom gone to 
the wall over Ireland. When 
the ban was introduced in 1988 
TV and radio broadcasters 
were a lready cr inging in 
preparation for major legisla-
tion on the future of broadcast-
ing legislation. In the new 
environment broadcasters ' 
public opposition to the ban is 
all but invisible BBC "Health 
Warnings" which drew atten-
tion to the ban were ended in 
1989. According to one senior 
execut ive : " I t looked so 
dramatic like we were seeking 
to make a point". 

Unsurprising 
It has been left to the NUJ, 
backed by the broadcast tech-
nicians union BECTU, to 
mount a challenge to the ban in 
the courts. The case has now 
passed through the British 
courts who unsurprisingly 
rejected it. The NUJ iscurrently 
wait ing to hear from the 
European Commiss ion on 
Human Rights who will decide 
whether Britain has a case to 
answer. 

Despite many worthy state-
ments by Broadcasters includ-
ing John Birt, no broadcasting 
organisation has been willing 
to share the costs of this action 
or join forces with the unions. 
A parallel case by Irish jour-
nalists against Section 31 of the 
Irish Broadcasting Act which 
bans the reporting of Sinn Fein 
statements at all times, includ-
ing elections, was dismissed by 

the European Commission for 
Human Rights in April 1991. 

Anyone who believes that 
the European Court offers the 
promise of political impar-
tiality to challenge State mis-
rule would benef i t from 
reading that judgement. 
Facing political pressure from 
Britain and Ireland, the Com-
mission ruled that the censor-
ship of Sinn Fein had a 
"legitimate aim" yet it failed to 
examine either the effective-
ness of the ban or its far-reach-
ing effects on journalists' work 
and on the fundamental , 
democratic right to know. 

On the aniversary of the 
ban the Campaign for Press 
and Broadcasting Freedom 
will be launching a new com-
pilation of programmes 
tampered with or taken off the 
airwaves. Compiled by Liz 
Curtis, author of Ireland: The 
Propaganda War, the list is the 
most c o m p r e h e n s i v e yet 
produced and conta ins a 
detailed history of the ban in 
the context of the long history 
of censorship of progr. _imes 
on Northern 

Interference on the Airwaves: 
The Broadcasting Ban, Ireland 
and the Media will be launched 
on 19 October in London and 
Manchester with public meet-
ings planned in both cities. 

The far reaching implica-
tions of the directive make it 
crucial that overturning the 
ban is at the heart of any 
serious programme for civil 
liberties and reform of the 
British State. 

Any concession to censor-
ship weakens us all and it is not 
difficult to see how the opera-
tions of media censorship, in a 
culture of acquiescence, can be 
extended to other forms of 
political opposition. 

The anniversary of the ban 
is a reminder of the acquies-
cence of those who insist their 
job is to examine and challenge 
the activities of institutions 
and individuals who hold 
power in society. For us it 
should be a reminder to step 
up pressure to bust ie ban. 
The activities on the nniver-
sary will not in themselves 
achieve that, but, working 
together, we must use all op-
portunities to increase the 
demand for proper open 
debate about Britain's 
presence in the North of 
Ireland. 
~l Interference on the Airwaves: 
the Broadcasting Ban, Ireland 
and the Media is available from 
the Campaign for Press and 
Broadcasting Freedom for 
£3.99 plus 50 p&p. Cheques 
and orders to CPBF Book Ser-
vice, 8 Cynthia Street, London 
N1 9JF. Tel: 071 278 4430 
"1 Manchester meeting: 
Troubled Images: The Broadcast-
ing Ban, the media and Northern 
Ireland takes place on Tueday 
19 October , 7 . 30pm, The 
Cornerhouse, Oxford Street. 
Tickets £1 from The Corner-
house. Tel: 061 228 2463. 
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Sweet Omagh Town The Boys of Barr na Sraide 
Ah from sweet Dungannon to Ballyshannon 
And from Cullyhanna to old Arboe 
I have roved and rambled, caroused and gambled 
With songs to thunder and whiskey flow. 
And it's light and early, I tramped through Derry 
And Portaferry in the Co. Down. 
And with all my raking and undertaking 
My heart was aching for sweet Omagh town 

And when life grew weary and I grew dreary 
I set sail for England from Derry quay. 
And when I landed, sure twas' fate commanded 
That I to London should make my way 
Where many the gay night from dark to daylight 
I spent with people of high renown. 
But with all their spleandour and heaps to spend sure 
My heart was aching for sweet Omagh town 

Well then further going, my wild oats sowing 
To New York city I crossed the sea 
Where a congregation of rich relations 
Stood on the harbour to welcome me 
In grant apparel, like dukes or earls 
They tried to raise me with sword or crown 
Ah, with all their glamour and uproarious maner 
My lips would stammer of sweet Omagh town. 

Sean 0'Duibhir 
a' Ghleanna 
After Aughrim's great disaster 
When our foe, in sooth was master 
It was you who first plunged in and swam 
The Shannon's raging flood 
And through Sliabh Bloom's dark passes 
You led your Gallowglasses 
Although the hungry Saxon wolves 
Were howling for your blood 
And as we crossed Tipperary 
We rived the Clan O'Leary 
And drove a creacht before us 
As our horsemen onward came 
With our spears and swords we gored them 
As though flood and fire we bore them 
Still Sean O Duibhir a'Ghleanna 
We were worsted in the game 

Long, long we've kept the hillside 
Our couch hard by the rillside 
The sturdy knotted oaken boughts 
Our curtain overhead 
The summer sun we laughted at 
The Winter snow we scoffed at 
And trusted to our long bright swords 
To win us daily bread 
Till the Dutchman's troops came round us 
In steel and fire they bound us 
They blazed the woods and mountains 
Till the very clouds were flame 
Yet our sharpened swords cut through them 
To their very hearts we hewed them 
Stil ' Sean O Duibhir a' Gleanna 
We were worsted in the game. 

Here's a health to yours -and my - king 
The sovereign of our liking 
And to Sarsfield, underneath whose flag 
We'll cast one more chance 
For the morning will wing us 
Across the seas and bring us 
To take a stand and weigh a brand 
Amongst the sons of France 
And as we part in sorrow 
Still, Sean O Duibhir, a chara 
Our prayer is'God save Ireland' 
And pour blessings on her name 
May her sons be true when needed 
May they never fail, as we did 
For Sean O Duibhir a' Gleanna 
We were worsted in the game. 

Oh the town it climbs the mountains and looks upon the 
sea. 

At sleeping time or waking time, it's there I'd like to be. 
To walk again those kindly streets, the place where life 

began, 
With those boys of Barr na Sraide who hunted for the 

wren 

With cudgels stout they roamed about to hunt for the 
dreolin. 

We searched for birds from every furze from Litir to 
Dooneen. 

We danced for joy beneath the sky, life held no print or 
plan. 

When the boys of Barr na Sraide wnet hunting for the 
wren. 

And when the hills wen bleeding and the rifles were 
aflame 

To the rebel homes of Kerry the Saxon strangers came. 
But the men who dared the Auxies and who fought the 

Black and Tan 
Were the boys of Barr na Sraide who hunted for the wren. 

But now they toil in foreign soil where they have made 
their way, 

Deep in the heart of London or over in Broadway, 
And I am left to sing their deeds and praise them while I 

can, 
Those boys of Barr na Sriide who hunted for the wren. 

And here's a health to them tonight, wherever they may be: 
By the groves of Crham river or the slopes of Bi na Ti 
John Daly and Batt Andy and the Sheehans, Con and Dan, 
And the Boys of Barr na Sraide who hunted for the wren. 

When the wheel of life runs out and peace compes over me, 
Just take me back to that old town between the hills and 

sea. 
I'll take my rest in those green fields, the place where 

life began. 
With those boys of Barr na Sraide who hunted for the wren. 

f l SIGERSON CLIFFORD 

The Galtee Mountain Boy 
'l joined the Flying Column inl916, 
In Cork with Sean Moylan, in Tipperary with Dan Breen. 
Arrested by Free Staters and sentenced to die 
Farewell to Tipperary' siad the Galtee mountain boy. 

'We went across the valleys and over the hilltops green 
Where we met with Dinny Lacey, Sean Hogan and Dan 

Breen, 
Sean Moylan and his gallant men that kept the flag fying 

high. 
Farewell to Tipperary', said the Galtee mountain boy. 

'We tracked the Dublin mountains, we were rebels on the 
run. 

Though hunted night and morning, we were outlaws but 
free men. 

We tracked the Wicklow mountains as the sun was 
shining high, 

Farewell to Tipperary', said the Galtee mountain boy. 

'I bid farewell to old Clonmel that I never more will see 
And through the Galtee mountains that oft times sheltered 

me. 
The men who fought for their liberty and who died 

without a sigh. 
May their cause be ne'er forgotten' said the Galtee 

mountain boy. 

PETER MULLIGAN S 
PEEPSHOW 

DIRTY TRICKS 
DEPARTMENT 
MI5 INFORMERS - Patrick Oaly has admitted that he 
worked for the British security services for the past 14 
years and for part of that time he worked in the 
Republic. He set up Liam Heffernan and Martin 
McMonagle in a raid on a Somerset quarry for non 
existent explosives. MI5 supplied the transport and 
accommodation prior to the raid. They even supplied 
oxyacetylene tools to break into the explosives shed. 
When it was discovered that no explosives were used 
at the quarry the MIS supplied those too. The two 
raiders never got a chance to find anything after they 
tripped over a policeman they were arrested. For the 
charges to hold any sub stance the police had 
required the agent as a prosecution wit ness. It was 
then that the set up was revealed. In a statement Daly 
said he has received a salary from the security service 
for past work. He says that as a result of being called 
on to give evidence, so blowing his cover, he has been 
promised £120,000 to buy a new house, £153,000, 
index linked, payable as a salary over ten years, and 
£61,000 in other benefits. He blatantly added: "My 
Security Service contact told me that it had been 
decided that I should be compensated for all the extra 
stress and disruption and that I would receive the sum 
of £40,000.1 further understood that if the case was 
successful and lengthy sentences were given, this 
sum might be increased." 

With an unlimited source of funding and controlling 
Irish dissent accounting for nearly half of its activities 
MI5 has to be seen to supply results, buying them can 
be one option. The Sunday Observer. NB There can be 
little doubt now that MI5 have a strong setup in the 
Irish Republic. They previously ran a setup in Dublin 
where they bought Gardi to supply police information 
and journalist's to spread black propaganda to 
destabilise the Irish Government. With the fight 
against Irish Republicanism now accounting for 
nearly half of MI5's activity we can expect that the Irish 
in Britain will also be a target group. We should be on 
our guard, we are liable to be manipulated. 

U D A S T A T E M E N T "The middle class and upper 
class are saying what we said is right, there is a 
pay-nationalist front, and these people are helping 
us. They realise what we said is coming true...We 
have been influenced by certain individuals, by 
people who don't belong to our organisation but who 
have sympathy with us, people helping us strategi-
cally and tactically." The Sunday Observer 

QUOTE OF THE YEAR 'People don't mind if they 
are stopped for routine searches. But why are police 
questioning so many black motorists, I wonder? 
Since when has the IRA been recruiting black mem-
bers?" The Independent 

"City police are switching from 
frauatoterrorism as their main target." The Times. 
Bad news for Irish terrorists but good news for city 
fraudsters. 

GAELIC SCOTLAND At the last census 66,000 
Gaelic speakers were identified out of Scotland's 
population of 5.5 million - a drop of 15,000 from the 
previous census. Rhoda MacDonald, Scotland's 
head of Gaelic, claims 40,000 Gaelic speakers for 
STV's area. She wants to make the language "sexy" 
and "attractive". The Independ ent 

AUSSIE REPUBLIC! 'C o r thousands of immigrants 
in Australian this is the sticking point. They think it 
incongruous to swear fealty to a monarch both 
foreign and absent; and some Irish immigrants would 
rather choke than declare loyalty to the Queen." 
Sunday TelegrLph 

LAST WORD 

"The Rich always betray the Poor." 
T HENRY JOY M'CRACKEN. 1798 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

In which it is revealed how none but an author knows an author's cares 

Diary of a columnist 

"I Romantic isn't his word for writing for a living 

THE TALK had ended. The 
last questioner had sub-
s ided into s a t i s f i e d 

silence. The chairperson had 
made her speech of thanks and 
I was sneaking quietly for the 
door and looking forward to a 
snooze on the train home. 

'Congratulations on your 
anniversary/ breezed the tall 
lady who blocked the exit. She 
reminded me of those Dalkey 
matrons, usually attached to 
curious breeds of dogs, who 
would appear in Irish hotels 
during the 1960s and, when 
they discovered that you were 
an author, would proceed to 
wax lyrical about their literary 
connections. ' Joyce/Shaw/Be-
ckett was a friend of the family, 
you know!' 

1 stared blankly and not a 
little alarmed. 

'Next month your column 
in the Irish Democrat will be six 
y e a r s o ld . ' T r u e . The first 
Anonn Is Anall column was 
published in October, 1987. 

'It must be such a romantic 
life; being a writer, that is,' 
went on the lady, thrusting out 
a hook for my autograph. 

Romantic? It 's hardly the 
word I would use. In fact, the 
lines of William Cowper (from 
'The Progress of Error', 1782) 
came into my mind. 

None I'llI mi author knout an 
author's cares, 

Or fancy's fonduess for the 
child she bears 

On the train home I decide 
to ut i l ise this a n n i v e r s a r y 
column to a typical working 
week, chix>sing a random date 
in September, and deciding to 
write about it no matter how 
mundane events were just to 
g ive a demonstration of an 

author's cares and to attempt 
to disabuse my readers of the 
notion of the romantic life one 
is supposed to lead. 

Monday: up at seven-thirty, 
shower, cup of tea and out to 
water the tomatoes. Another 
cup of tea and into the study to 
turn on the word-processor. 
The current writing task is 
revising the manuscript of the 
new book which is a study on 
'The Druids' due for delivery 
to my publishers. The mailman 
interrupts me. 

Wisely, my wife, Dorothea, 
keeps out of things. We barely 
meet for lunch. 

I divide the mail into sec-
t ions . O v e r the y e a r s y o u 
develop a canny eye for the 
type of mail. Bills, royalty che-
ques and business letters, per-
sonal letters, invitations and 
'fan mail', for want of a better 
term. I deal with the business 
letters first, dutifully enter the 
royalty cheques in my ledger (I 
like to keep my accountant 
very happy). Then the bills are 
sorted and set aside (payment 
at the last minute!). Then I deal 
with the 'fan mail'. 

Vitriol 
' F a n m a i l ' is a l w a y s a 
t r a u m a t i c exper ience . It is 
usually sent on in a package 
from one or other of my pub-
lishers. Today's batch is fairly 
typical. T w o fairly abusive let-
ters from outraged Tories from 
Reigate or some such place. A 
third o u t r a g e d reader had 
landed up with my 'Celt and 
Saxon' because it was 'book of 
the month' from the Ancient 
and Medieval History Book 

Club. He has some interesting 
propositions. The English con-
quest of the Irish was justified 
because the Irish were a bunch 
of savages murder ing their 
own people. Ireland could be 
reunited if the 26 -Count ies 
c a m e back into a uni ted 
'British' state and it was time 
for 'Britain' to become great 
again by leading a new 'com-
mercial conquest' of the world. 
I dispense these sort of letters 
into the waste bin. 

I do try to make a point of 
replying to intelligent letters 
from readers; after all, these 
are the people who pay your 
wages by buying your work. 
Usually I let these letters pile 
up for a week or so, depending 
how many arrive that are not 
m e r e l y a b u s i v e a n d are 
answerable. Then I spend a 
day replying. 

I have to be h a r d with 
another letter from a young 
student who encloses a copy of 
their dissertation on 'Beowulf 
for my comments. I sometimes 
read manuscripts as special 
favours for friends but I make 
it a cardinal rule not to read 
unsolicited m a n u s c r i p t s . If 
people seek advice about pub-
lication, I advise them to con-
sult guides in libraries such as 
' W r i t e r s and A r t i s t s Y e a r 
Book' etc. 

A newspaper sends me a 
copy of a book to review; five 
hundred words by the end of 
the week. With a sigh, I leave 
aside the manuscript that I am 
working on. 'The Druids' can 
wait but this editor can't . 

The day is interrupted by 
luncht ime p e r a m b u l a t i o n s . 
There are various woods and 
heaths situated near our house 
and a quick walk to get the 
juices flowing and the thinking 
gear in order helps before I sit 
down again for the afternoon's 
stint at the word-processor. 
Evenings are sacrosanct, or as 
sacrosanct as I can make them. 
The 'phone usually tends to be 
much in use on a personal 
l e v e l . W e e k d a y s f o l l o w a 
general pattern with a meal, 
g lass of wine and perhaps 
friends calling round. 

Trouble 
T u e s d a y . T h o s e d a m n e d 
tomatoes need watering again! 
A cup of tea. The hand reaches 
for the word- processor - back 
to 'The Druids'. Then the mail-
man comes. A problem day. I 
am having a set-to with a pub-
lisher (not my publisher) but 
one who issued a book on a 
subject that I had once written 
about. The book had freely bor-
r o w e d from m y w o r k ; 
demonstrably so. I wrote ob-
jecting and the result was that 
the publisher had paid me 
some money and promised to 
make acknowledgments to me 
in any new edition of their 

work. That was six years ago. 
A literary editor has sent me 

a book to review which has 
turned out to be this publish-
er's book disguised under a 
new title and jacket cover and 
w i t h o u t , of c o u r s e , the 
promised acknowledgments 
to my work. I have written an 
o u t r a g e d letter. Today the 
publisher replies with some 
feeble excuse. 

I now reach for the 'phone 
and g e t in touch with the 
S o c i e t y of A u t h o r s , the 
a u t h o r s ' t rade union. T h e 
morning is taken up with me 
sort ing out the file of cor-
respondence from six years 
ago (never throw things away, 
I've learnt that lesson once 
before) and making photostat 
copies of the file to send to the 
Society. Mark Le Fanu, the 
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y of the 
Society, and a descendent of 
the Dublin writer Sheridan Le 
Fanu, tells me that he will take 
up the matter. 

Lunchtime: too drained to 
go for the walk. Decided to 
turn to the other letters. 

My publishers have sent me 
a proof copy of the index for 
the new book about to be pub-
lished in October. This is 'The 
Celtic Dawn' , a study of Pan 
Celticism (that will upset a few 
p e o p l e ) ! By the t i m e I ' v e 
finished that, the afternoon has 
gone. 

Wednesday: the tomatoes 
are a c t u a l l y looking good. 
Pleased, I enter my study with 
a cup of tea just as the mailman 
rings at the door again. The 
usual assortment. Only one 
abusive letter from someone in 
S u s s e x w h o says he can 
demonstrate that I am a liar 
and fraud and that the British 
Army is i n n o c e n t of any 
atrocities in their fine upstand-
ing his tory of 'keeping the 
peace' in Ireland. The waste 
bin is nearly full now. Must 
empty it. 

I turn on the word proces-
sor. 

The 'phone rings. My agent. 
Good news and bad. I opt to 
hear the bad news first. His 
New York office is not having 
any luck in placing my last 
novel T h e Windsor Protocol' 
in a US paperback edition. The 
good news is that an American 
p u b l i s h e r s w a n t s to do a 
reprint of one of my early titles. 

Great! It looks like I can pay 
for the b a t h r o o m to be 
redecorated. I am not brilliant 
when it comes to wielding a 
paintbrush. 

The 'phone again. My pub-
lishers. Can they send a bike 
messenger to pick up the cor-
rected i n d e x p r o o f s ? T h e 
'phone again. Greek television. 
I have recently taken part in a 
t w o - h o u r d o c u m e n t a r y on 
Northern Ireland which they 
are screening in November. 
They want to clear up a few 
more historical points. I come 

off the ' p h o n e nearly t w o 
hours later and head off for my 
lunchtime walk. 

It's a day for the media. The 
afternoon brings a 'phone call 
from CBC (Canadian Broad-
casting Company) who are in 
the process of producing a 
d o c u m e n t a r y on Irish im-
migration to Canada during 
the ' F a m i n e ' per iod to be 
screened shortly. The 'Famine' 
seems the in-thing because 
Great North Productions are 
working on a four hour mini 
series drama forCTV and RTE, 
to be filmed in Ireland and 
Canada, concerning an Irish 
family's migration during the 
Famine years. This will not be 
b r o a d c a s t in Ire land and 
Canada until the fall of 1995. 

For the last couple of years 
a C a n a d i a n fi lm c o m p a n y 
have had the option to my 
novel 'The Rising of the Moon', 
c o n c e r n i n g the Fenian in-
vasion of Canada, but have 
been meeting a stone wall in 
their efforts to raise money for 
the production. I think I know 
just what sort of script the 
C T V / R T E drama series will be 
like. Sour grapes? Why not? 

Interruptions 
T h u r s d a y . B a c k to the 
tomatoes before grabbing the 
morning tea and heading to the 
word-processor. . . and being 
interrupted by the mailman. 
An assorted mail, a contract to 
be read, copies of a new edition 
of one of my previous books, a 
foreign language translation 
and some research material 
that I had been waiting for. 

J e s u s ! I r e m e m b e r tha t 
t o d a y w a s t h e day that I 
promised to meet with the 
editor from my publishers and 
an art ist to discuss a new 
project we hope to do next year 
on Celtic illuminated Gospel 
books. 

I race round, ensuring cof-
fee and biscuits are available 
just as they arrive for the dis-
cussion. 

A few hours later I can get 
back to f in ishing the mail . 
N e w s f rom an old f r iend. 
T h o m a s Keneally the Irish-
Australian writer and Booker 
prize-winner. I first met Tom 
twenty years ago when he 
asked Carmen Calill to intro-
duce me having read my 'His-
tory of t l .e Ir ish W o r k i n g 
Class'. Tom has become presi-
d e n t of t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
Republican Movement. He's a 
fierce supporter of Australian 
Prime Minister, Paul Keating, 
in his plans to make Australia 
a republic. 

It's time I cleared the back-
log of mail Dorothy is out this 
evening so I content myself 
with a sandwich and work 
through to ten o'clock and 
stagger to bed exhausted. 

Friday: It's up at six this 
morning. I need to polish off 
the five hundred word review 
before I get distracted by the 
mailman. I then sneak out into 
the g a r d e n to w a t e r the 
damned tomatoes and head 
back thinking, at last, I can get 4 
b a c k into r e v i s i n g ' T h e 
Druids'. 

N o w a y ! T h e m a i l m a n 
brings me another pile of let-
ters and books. Among them is 
a note from Father Joe Mc-
Veigh, parish priest of Gar-
rison, Co. Fermanagh, who 
sends me a copy of his latest 
book. It's the first time that my 
History of the Irish Working 
Class has been q u o t e d in a 
work on Irish Catholic Theol-
ogy-

I find it difficult to stop 
r e a d i n g Father J o e ' s b o o k . 
How long before his bishop 
sends for him and he is dis-
patched to be parish priest of 
Rockall, I ask myself? Heady 
stuff. It looks fascinating. Must 
w r i t e s rev iew for the 
'Democrat' . Father McVeigh, 
as many will know, has writ-
ten numerous articles about 
British injustices and viola-
tions of human rights in the 
north of Ireland. With dif-
ficulty I turn to deal with other 
things. Finally, I sort every-
thing out and switch on the 
word- processor. Back to the 
manuscript of 'The Druids ' . . . 

The 'phone rings. The local 
newspaper wants to send a 
reporter to interview m e that 
afternoon. 

The 'phone rings. A friend 
from the Bodleian library has 
d i s c o v e r e d s o m e r e s e a r c h 
material that I must have. 

The 'phone rings. Someone 
w h o , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , h a s 
managed to get my number 
and wants a long intense dis-
cussion on Irish history. 

The 'phone rings. My agent 
trying to sort out some nitty-
gritty contract problem. 

The 'phone rings. An editor 
wanting me to write a short 
story for an anthology he is 
putting together... 

T h e door bell rings. The 
r e p o r t e r from the loca l 
newspaper. 

It's six o'clock on a Friday. 
Dorothy and I have a quick 
snack and head off to a produc-
tion of 'Titus Andronicus' by 
Billy Shakespeare. A friend has 
her first significant role in the 
production. The play is actual-
ly an early 'video nasty'. As I 
sit watching the mayhem, rape 
a n d b l o o d s h e d , I f o n d l y 
w o n d e r w h a t M a r y 
Whitehouse's thoughts on the 
play would be. But then, as it 
w a s S h a k e s p e a r e , s h e ' d 
probably think it was all right. 

The working week is over 
and I haven't done a thing 
about revising the manuscript 
of 'The Druids'. 

Still, the tomatoes are look 
ing good! 
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