
IBRALTAR KILLING 
Michael McDonald 

OV E R five years after unarmed IRA ac-
tivists Maireead Farrell, Sean Savage and 
Dan McCann were shot dead by the SAS 
in Gibraltar, the stage looks set for the 
European Court of H u m a n Rights to ex-

amine the facts of the case in what could be a 
fantastically embarrassing hearing for the British 
government. 

London had pinned its hopes on the 1988 inquest, 
which ruled that the Irish trio had been "lawfully 
killed", being the last word on the case. 

But after a hearing before the European Commis-
sion of Human Rights earlier this month, which 
ruled that Britain had a case to answer over possible 
violation of the European Convention's Article Two, 
all the signs point to a hearing before the European 
Court within the next 18 months. 

At the very least, the expected hearing will revive 
in ternat iona l cont roversy o v e r " s h o o t - t o - k i l l " 
policy, and could force Britain to adopt tougher 
guidelines on the use of lethal force. 

At the early September hearing, Patrick McGrory 
argued on behalf of the families of the members of 
the active service unit that the killings had violated 
Article Two of the European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights, which enshrined the 
right to life in law. 

He said that the Gibraltar operation was "neither 
planned nor executed in such a w a y as to minimise 
the need for the use of lethal force" . The SAS had 

T?een led to believe that the suspects were armed 
(when they were not), that a car b o m b was in place 
on the Rock (the explosives were across the border 
in Spain) and that the device could be detonated by 
remote control (it couldn't have been). 

Mr McGrory further argued that the October 1988 
inquest had been inadequate. T h e British govern-
ment had used public interest immunity certificates 
to guard against the emergence of crucial evidence, 
there had been a "lack of dil igence" in tracing wit-
nesses and those who had come forward had faced 
attempts to discredit and intimidate them. 
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1 HOW IT WAS: SAS men Inspect their handiwork, March 1988 



SEPTEMBER 
C O M M E N T 

Britain's new 
partition 

MY LORDS Owen and Carrington were 
nominated by John Major to go out 
and settle Bosnia. Labour people at 
Westminister chortled when they 
heard it. They said Owen should be 

given the title "Lord Owen of Split" for his latest 
services. For the man who split the Labour Party 
and then split the SDP would surely decide that 
what Bosnia needed was some splitting too. 

And sure enough, Britain's dashing ex-Foreign 
Secretary is trying out on the luckless Bosnians 
Britain's age-old tactic of "divide and quit". 

"Divide and conquer" was known to the an-
cients as a tactic. So was "divide and rule." But 
"divide and quit" , as political critic Christopher 
Hitchens wrote recently in The Guardian, could 
only be the motto of a hypocritical empire which 
always maintained that partition would be the 
last thing it would allow or do, and then allowed 
and encouraged it as the last thing it actually did 
do! 

Partition was the characteristic tactic of the 
British as colonists. Dividing the spoils among 
contending parties always seemed to appeal to a 
certain type of British colonial bureaucrat and 
power-broker. But to make partition work, you 
have to work with partitionists. Hence British 
colonialism traditionally sided with the sec-
tarians, the tribalists and the war-lords against 
those who did not entertain Utopian dreams 
about multi-ethnic or multi-religious co-existence 
- the unfortunate democrats, trade unionists or 
civil libertarians in the colonies who opposed par-
tition and found themselves betrayed. Yet the 
people who were divided were usually not 
pleased and the process of partition set them at 
one anothers' throats for generations. 

In line with this pattern Britain encouraged 
Protestant and Catholic divisions in Ireland for a 
century before partitioning it. In India Britain en-
couraged Muslims against Hindus, before carving 
up the sub-continent between India and Pakistan. 
The British government egged on Jews against 
Arabs in Palestine before partitioning the Holy 
Land. They set Turks against Creeks in Cyprus 
before drawing a boundary through that lovely is-
land. And it was the British Foreign Off ice delega-
tion at thel954 Geneva negotiations who first 
came up with the brilliant idea of partitioning 
Vietnam. 

And now Bosnia, partitioned by the ex-Foreign 
Office flunkey Owen, miniature of the larger par-
tition of Yugoslavia which Britain connived at 
along with Germany and its other EC "partners" 
by prematurely recognising its component 
nationalities as states, without any provision for 
drawing rational boundaries or consulting with 
dissident national minorities. One can b e sure 
that Bosnia's partition will be the root of further 
Balkan wars. 

Still, Britain's own partition should not be too 
far off, as Scotland and Wales, following 
Ireland's example, get out from under England's 
maw and "Britain" as a political entity vanishes 
into history. 
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HEADLINES 

Irish trio face second trial 
year in German court 
JUSTICE 

Moya Frenz^t Leger 
in Dusseldorf 

SEAN HICK, Paul Hughes 
and Donna Maguireenter 
the second year of their 

trial on terrorist charges in 
Dusseldorf next month. 

The trial, which opened on 
26 October 1992 at the maxi-
mum security Regional High 
Court, takes place for only two 
days a week with breaks in 
hoiliday periods, owing to fun-
damental differences in Ger-
man criminal procedure. 

An important expert wit-
ness was interrogated for a 
total of eight hours earlier this 
summer by Presiding Judge 

Herr Wolfgang Steffen. A Ger-
man police officer who spent 
13 years invest igat ing the 
structures and activities of the 
Provisional IRA since the start 
of its operations in Germany, 
failed to give any detailed 
description of the inner work-
ings of the PIRA in response to 
intensely detailed questions 
from the bench. 

In the words of one of the 
five judges, "We are tapping in 
the dark here, but what you are 
saying is really little more than 
speculation and assumption." 

The three defendants are 
charged with belonging to a 
terror is t o r g a n i s a t i o n , a 
criminal offence under Ger-
man law. They are further ac-
cused of the murder of Major 

Dillon-Lee, shot on the night of 
1 / 2 June 1990; shooting at 
police cars which gave chase 
when suspects fled; and plant-
ing explosives at the perimeter 
wall of a British military bar-
racks near Hanover. 

Hick and Hughes deny the 
charges. Maguire is claiming 
her right under German law to 
remain silent. 

This same closely-guarded, 
windowless , high-tech 
courtroom was also the venue 
for the 22-month trial 1990-92 
of Gerry McGeough and Gerry 
Hanratty. 

Since G e r m a n y has dif-
ferent rules from Britain 
governing the admissibility of 
evidence in court, McGeough, 
Hanratty and their defence 

lawyers had ample oppor-
tunity to inform the bench 
about the wider historical and 
political issues at stake. 

Four of the five judges for 
the H i c k - H u g h e s - M a g u i r e 
trial are the same as those who 
sat through the previous hear-
ings and are possibly the best 
informed German justices on 
the Irish situation. No jury is 
present for offences against the 
state. 

Evidence that subtle politi-
cal pressue was s t rongly 
resisted by Presiding Judge 
Herr Steffen suggests that the 
present three defendants can 
be assured a fair, if protracted, 
trial. 

RUC chief hints at revival of 
supergrass system 
POLICING 

Democrat reporter 

RUC Chief Constable Sir 
Hugh A n n e s l e y has 
hinted at the possibility 

of the revival of the discredited 
supergrass system, which col-
lapsed 10 years ago under the 
weight of its own corruption. 

Using the recent upsurge in 
loyalist violence as a pretext, 
and warning darkly that the 
sophis t i ca t ion of the 
paramilitaries' bomb-making 
pointed towards imminent at-
tacks south of the border, Sir 
Hugh said he was willing to 
use the evidence of any "well-
placed witness" in an attempt 

to combat the growing threat 
from pro-British terror gangs. 

Sir Hugh's forecast of bomb 
attacks on the Republic caused 
immediate concern among the 
Dublin political establishment. 

Taoiseach Albert Reynolds 
said he was "surprised" that 
the RUC chief constable's ideas 
had been made public. They 
would normally be exchanged 
with the Garda commissioner, 
he said. Tanaiste Dick Spring 
said the Republic's security 
a u t h o r i t i e s would be 
"monitoring the situation as 
closely as possible". 

And Justice Minister Maire 
G e o g h e g a n - Q u i n n said it 
would be important to know 
what extra information Sir 

Hugh had access to that al-
lowed thim to make public 
statements about the loyalist 
threat. 

But it was the RUC chief 
constable's implication that he 
was considering a return to the 
supergrass system that has 
worried civil l iberties and 
human rights groups. 

Sir Hugh himself acknow-
ledged the unhappy history of 
the use of paid perjurers: "I 
don't like the term 'supergrass' 
because it has connotations of 
a system before which was dis-
credited." 

But he added: "If I were to 
have a well-placed witness 
who was prepared to give 
evidence against those he ran 

with, I would use it tomorrow 
without hesitation." 

The appeal of a revival of 
the supergrass system to the 
RUC chief is obvious. Large 
n u m b e r s of p a r a m i l i t a r y 
suspects, against whom there 
is not enough firm evidence to 
convict in normal circumstan-
ces, can be put away that much 
more easily on the word of an 
informer. 

The problem is that in-
f o r m e r s in the past h a v e 
produced testimony whose 
reliability has been in inverse 
proportion to the size of the 
rewards on offer, and only a 
minority of convictions made 
on their questionable evidence 
have been upheld on appeal. 

Liverpool Connolly Assocation 

Annual 
Desmond Greaves 
Memorial Lecture 
1.30pm, Saturday 16 October 

Merseyside Unemployment 
Centre, Hardman Street, 
Liverpool 

Speaker: Peter 
Berresford Ellis 

Labour missing its 
chance 
COMMENT 

BECAUSE Labour leader 
John Smith is such an en-
thusiast for Maastricht, 

the party can no longer 
produce a c r e d i b l e full 
e m p l o y m e n t s t ra tegy for 
Britain. 

They might learn some-
thing from re - reading 
Labour's 1973 programme. 

This said, 20 years ago, that 
Labour would reject any inter-
national agreement "which 
compelled us to accept in-
creased unemployment for the 
sake of maintaining a fixed ex-
change rate parity, as is re-
quired by current proposals 
for a European Economic and 

Monetary union." 
Given that Labour's 1973 

programme document correct-
ly predicted also that the Com-
mon Market would lead to 
higher food prices, the "crip-
pling fresh burdens on our 
balance of payments" and the 
"draconian curtailment of the 
power of the British Parlia-
ment to settle questions affect-
ing vital British interests," it 
might repay study by the cur-
rent crop of Labour politicians. 

Criticism of Maastricht is 
not mot ivated by ant i -
Europeanism but by "anti-un-
employmentism". 

Much of the "wisdom" of 
the past 20 years needs to be 
unlearned if Labour is to pro-
vide any economic alternative 
to the Tories. 
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Adams calls for peace process 
SINN FEIN 

Dublin correspondent 

THE Irish g o v e r n m e n t 
should now take the in-
itiative, as it is in an ideal 

position to seek a new agree-
ment with L o n d o n which 
would have as its main objec-
tive the exercise by the Irish 
people of their right to national 
self-determination, Sinn F£in 
President Gerry Adams told a 
recent meeting in Sachs Hotel, 
Donnybrook, Dublin, the heart 
of Dublin's "yuppieland." 

Partition has failed and suc-
cessive British initiatives have 
failed, Mr Adams said. 

The absence of any genuine 
attempt to resolve the conflict 
in Ire land by t h e Brit ish 
government creates an opor-

1 993 
APPEAL 

Rush in 
the cash 
AUGUST is never an easy 
month in which to raise 
money to keep the 
Connolly Association's 
campaign for Irish unity 
afloat. The holiday 
season always brings 
additional financial 
pressures on everyone. 
So thanks to all those 
who gave last month. But 
if you haven't given a 
donation of late, then 
please think about what 
you could afford this 
month. Every penny is 
valued, every pound is 
wisely spent. Rush your 
donations to: 1993 
Appeal, Connolly 
Association, 244-246 
Gray's Inn Road, London 
WC1X8JR. 

Thanks to: H SMith £10, 
M Goodman in memory of 
Paddy Bond £20, AJ 
Kenny £10, T Donaghy £5, 
E Goulding in memory of 
Harry Goulding £5, H 
Robson £10, S Cion-
nfhaola £5, P McLoughlin 
£10, Red Alert Sheffield 
£15, PW Ladkin £3, A O'-
Keefe £10, J&M Nolan £5, 
C Dirkin £2, F Jennings 
£15, M Murphy £2.50 M 
Loughran £10, J Bird (NZ) 
£5, banker's orders 
£145.50 

AUGUST TOTAL: 
£290.50 

1993 TOTAL TO 
DATE: 

£2,987.31 

tunity for Dublin, which is 
ideally placed to act on this 
since the government is stable 
and is made up of two parties 
which, on paper at least, share 
the policy objective of Irish 
unity. 

"It is essential that a politi-
cal strategy is developed to 
bring about peace with justice 
in Ireland", Adams said. 

"That is what Mr Hume and 
I are exploring. Others should 
also apply themselves to this 
task. Such a strategy requires 
courage and imagination. 

"The party policies of the 
g o v e r n m e n t parties in the 
South support Irish unity. The 
Constitution of this state re-
quires it. The Irish people 
desire an end to conflict and a 
n e g o t i a t e d set lement . The 
people of the North deserve it. 

" W h a t is n e e d e d is a 
process of dialogue and in-
clusive negotiation to agree the 
shape of a new Ireland; the in-
troduction of new structures 
which would allow the people 
of Ireland to work together to 
end past divisions and to build 
an agreed future and initiate a 
process of national reconcilia-
tion that would ensure the cul-
tural integrity and civil rights 
of all sections of the Irish 
people. 

"All opinion in Ireland 
w a n t s a p e a c e f u l and 
democratic end to the present 
conflict, except the Unionist 
parties, which are out of step 
on this issue with many Protes-
tants. British domestic opinion 
would also welcome the end of 
the long strife between our 
countries," Mr Adams argued. • He wants to talk 

Facts feed new generation 
of Famine students 
HISTORY 

Dublin correspondent 

REVISIONIST historical 
myths about the 1840s 
Irish Famine are being 

exposed in the run-up to the 
150th anniversary of that hor-
ror. 

Miss Sally ONeil l told this 
y e a r ' s Car le ton S u m m e r 
School in the Clogher Valley 
that famine, whether now or in 
1845, has very little to do with 
d r o u g h t , g e o g r a p h y or 
c l imat i c condit ions, but is 
primarily caused by poverty, 
political circumstances and 
civil war and usually can be 
predicted in advance. 

Had the English Govern-
ment got the political will in 
the 1840s, the Irish potato 
blight would not have caused 
such suffering, she said. In the 
Irish potato famine 1.5 million 
people died at home, while 
another 200,000 died in the 
process of emigration, either 
on the coffin ships or through 
disease. Yet Ulster, which was 

densely populated, fared best 
during that terrible period. 

From 1844 to 1848, 33,000 
people died in Ulster, which 
had ten times the population of 
Munster, where 476,000 died. 
This could be put down to a 
number of factors, in particular 
a more benign and progressive 
landlord system in the North 
and a better charitable system. 
In Ulster there was also a more 
equitable distribution of land 
among the tenants, with farms 
being two acres on average, in 
contrast to Munster where 
they were a to ta l ly un-
economic quar ter -acre . 
Munster and Connacht also 
generally operated the conacre 
system with excessive con-
centra t ion on o n e crop, 
potatoes, as the main subsis-
tence food, while in Ulster 
there was greater diversifica-
tion - potatoes and corn were 
sown, crops were rotated in the 
fields to protect the nutrients in 
the land, and there was more 
industrialisation, some of the 
wealth from which trickled 
down to the c o t t i e r s and 

peasants. 
This demonstration of the 

variable impact of the Irish 
famine in accordance with 
local social and poltiical cir-
cumstances undermines the 
conventional wisdom of anti-
na t iona l r e v i s i o n i s m . 
Revisionism tends to represent 
the famine as an act of God, in 
no way affected by the charac-
ter of the landlord system, as 
s o m e t h i n g the Engl i sh 
Government could do nothing 
about, and which an inde-
pendent Irish State would 
have been just as helpless 
before as Victoria's heartless 
apparatchiks in London. 

Over-population is not a 
central issue in relation to 
famine, Miss O'Neill told the 
Carleton School, either in the 
1840s or today. It was often the 
low-popula t ion A f r i c a n 
countries that suffered most 
acutely from famine, while a 
densely country like China did 
not exper ience such 
catastrophes. Political and so-
cial factors are always the key 
causes. 

Second city slips into financial crisis 
CORK 

Jim Savage 

SE V E R E cutbacks have 
been predicted as Cork 
C i t y C o r p o r a t i o n has 

slumped into its worst-ever 
financial crisis with the deficit 
now standing at over £8.4 mil-
lion. 

City manager Tom Rice 
said the slashing of essential 
services, including plans to im-
prove the maintenance of 
parks and open spaces, expand 
the library service, and in-
crease investment in waste 
management and recycling, 
would have to be considered to 
help reverse the situation. 

Despite c o n s i d e r a b l e 
restraints on expenditure last 
year, the corporation over-
spent by £256,000, bringing its 
revenue deficit to almost £5 
million. 

The financing of the debt is 
a further strain on the cash-
s t rapped local a u t h o r i t y , 
which has to find a further 
£400,000 in annual interest 
rates to service the loan. 

Environment Min is te r 
Michae l Smith is only 
prepared to give the city sup-
port grant totalling a mere 
£125,000, which is to be set 
against an estimated £1.4 mil-
lion rise in staff costs alone. 

With unemployment levels 
in the city soaring ever up-

wards, and Cork now battling 
through its deepest recession 
thus far in the century, the 
worst hit are the jobless, the 
low-paid and those on free 
medical cards. 

O v e r 1,000 patients are 
awaiting orthopaedic surgery 
in ther Southern Health Board 
region, around 800 of them in 
Cork city, 230 of which are 
waiting for hip operations. The 
massive backlog meant that a 
three-year-old Cork boy with a 
terible leg deformity had to 
wait over a year for an appoint-
ment. Yet had his parents had 
the money, the operation could 
have been done in two days in 
the private Bon Secour hospital 
neaby. 

'Europe's 
political 
classes 
have fed 
themselves 
fantasies' 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O LITI C U S 

Waking from 
Eurodreams 

IT W A S MODERN EUROPE'S last real statesman, 
Charles de Gaulle, who declared: "Europe is a 
Europe of the states and nations or it is nothing—a 
mere pageant, a nightmare or a dream." Events 
yearly show how right he was, the latest being the 

currency crisis that broke the ERM. This is a shatter-
ing blow to the fanatics of Euro-federalism, those sup-
porters of transnational capital and apostles of 
national decline whom de Gaulle spent much of his 
later political life fighting. 

So by refusing to lower interest rates to accom-
modate the Euro-federalist champions of the Exchange 
Rate Mechanism, the Germans put their own national 
interests first. So what is new! At a stroke the German 
Bundesbank dispelled the fantasies of 'Europeanism' 
on which two generations of Europe's political classes 
have fed themselves. The currency band tying the EC 
currencies together, which was supposed to narrow 
under the Maastricht Treaty until it eventually gave 

way to a single EC currency, 
has been instead radically 
broadened to permit curren-
cies to diverge and take dif-
ferent national economic 
policies into account. 

It is France that is most 
shocked by what has hap-
pened. France hoped to 
"control" Germany by tying 
the Germans into a single 
EC currency system that 
would abolish the Bundes-
bank and give the French a 
say in running the com-
bined EC monetary show. 
For that reason France for 

over a decade has followed a strong franc policy, the 
franc fort, to ensure their currency would be in line 
with the D-Mark to get ready for EMU. The high inter-
est rates and uncompetitive exchange rate this called 
for brought bankruptcies and mass unemployment to 
the French people. Eventually they rebelled and threw 
out the so-called "socialists". Then the Centre-Right 
under Balladur tried to continue the same policy, until 
the currency markets gave the whole fantastic political 
project the thumbs down. 

The ERM crisis shows that the Eurofederalist politi-
cal aim of an EC superstate cannot be achieved by an 
economic means, the single currency scheme, that was 
totally unsuited to it. The currency markets perceived 
rightly that national electorates just would not stand 
the pain and would force their Governments eventual-
ly to draw back. The "speculators"—mostly banks and 
pension fund managers who understandably want to 
avoid keeping their clients' cash in currencies likely to 
devalue—^did ordinary people a good turn by effective-
ly breaking the ERM. Now it is open to governments 
to bring interest rates down to stimulai investment 
and job creation and devalue their curi ncies if need 
be to encourage exports and protect their home 
markets. That is a necessary condition, though not a 
sufficient one, to get Europe out of its recession. 

But one should not underestimate the Euro-
fanaticism and Euro-folly of the Eurocrats. At present 
they have egg all over their collective faces, but they 
will do their damnedest to get the Euro-show back on 
the road. Balladur is still trying to cosy up to the Ger-
mans at the behest of the French-based transnational 
corporations, but is being strongly resisted by the anti-
Maastricht Gaullists led by National Assembly 
speaker, Phillipe Seguin. In Germany Chancellor 
Kohl wants to save the Maastricht project he con-
cocted with his friend Mitterrand, despite the hostility 
of the Bundesbank and the majority of Germans. In 
Brussels Jacques Delors and his Brussels Commission 
issued what they called a "solemn declaration" in 
favour of a single EC currency, even though this is a 
matter for the EC member states, not for the arrogant 
Delors and his merry men. 

Charles de Gaulle once called the EC Commission 
in Brussels "a conclave of technocrats without a 
country, responsible to no-one." The ERM debacle 
should give national politicians the courage to cut this 
modern tyranny down to size. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

to exist in perpefeftty. Peineotacy indeed? a is the 
deathbed of the democratic system. 

The position of the Unionists is preserved by their 
death-squads. Now that they have massacred Sinn 
Fein, they have cleared the way to wiping out the 
SDLP. For Britain, the Unionists are stooges whose 
raison d'etre is their usefulness as a makeweight in 
parliament. 

Maire NiChuinn (Ulser Aboriginal) 
do Church of StmmtS 

END A FINLAY 
the military in planning and j west Belfast, that in itself will 
policy matters. The Belfast J do more to impact on the 
Peyefce^eHtOffice wa?4«jfcjsh political and security areas 

paving the way. The Lagan-
bank scheme was a continua-
tion of a recent vtrfeae tread 

• which has see* 1 
deve lopment m . 
worldwide. One comateaffter 
has even suggested 

•mbtlHy o f m a t k & w t ^ 

:-} Troubles, whereby ene could 

areas ir&w ihe 

In thei«Biee,apotlee fnsj&ctor was kliled 
and the wave of arrests that followed included a 
pro-Sinn F6in priest, Fr Patrick McRory, which 
caused indignation among the Irish community. All 
those charged were either released or found not 
guilty at the subsequent trial. 

I am researching a booklet about the episode and 
would appreciate any help readers can provide. 

Stephen Coyle 
Flat 2/2, 19 Cynder St, GLASGOW G51 2EW 

Join the Connolly Association! 
The C o n n o l l y A s s o c i a t i o n is the p rem ie r I r i s h 
organisation in Britain campaigning for civil l iberties 
and fair employment in the Six Counties and for a repeal 
of the Br i t ish claim to sovereignty over Nor thern 
Ireland. Membership costs a mere £10 a year (£12 for 
couples, £6 unwaged couples and £5 for individual 
students, unemployed and pensioners) and includes a 
free subscript ion to the Irish Democrat. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

I enclose a donation of C 

Postcode 

towards the campaign 

Return this fo rm with your cheque payable to Connol ly 
Association to: 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 

THE recent devastation in 
the City of London caused 
by the IRA's massive 

Bishopsgate bomb has led to 
the construction of an 'ex-
perimental ring of steel' 
around the financial centre. 

It's one of the first steps 
taken in Britain to the physical 
threat of bombings. But in Bel-
fast over the last two decades, 
there have been other, subtler 
steps taken to avoid the pos-
sibility of bomb attacks, and 
the built environment has been 
manipulated to construct sym-
bolic edifices of normality 
which are used to express the 
government's success in the 
face of continual paramilitary 
activity directed at built-up 
areas in Northern Ireland. 

Following the proroguing 
of Stormont in 1972, Direct 
Rule centralised power and 
emasculated local government 
responsibility. The Northern 
Ireland Office became the 
monolithic decision-maker, es-
tablishing a single tier of 
government which enabled 
London to exert considerable 
control over the organisation 
of space in Northern Ireland, 
all the more significant in an 
area where territory is impor-
tant. 

The single-tier system led to 
accusations about the role of 

Motorway was identified as 
one of the main instruments in 
the Army's scheme, dividing 
the city into strategic districts 
and allowing for easy access 
into troublespots for the Army. 
Similarities with Hausmann's 
boulevards in Second Empire 
France , where polit ico-
military aims were the prin-
ciple motivation, are obvious. 

Along with del ineating 
strategic districts, the motor-
way in conjunct ion with 
strategically placed "super 
barracks" could be used to con-
tain the problems within west 
Belfast, away from the city 
centre and more prosperous 
areas. 

In the latter 1980s and early 
1990s, a subtler approach has 
been adopted. The Troubles 
have been blamed continually 
for the poor economic perfor-
mance of the North and for 
creating a distorted negative 
image which discouraged in-
ward investment. Combining 
these concerns, the govern-
ment decided to designate an 
Enterprise Zone in Belfast. The 
Industry Minister for Northern 
Ireland said at the time: "With 
little movement anticipated on 
the political front and not 
much beyond containment in 
the security pol icy , the 
economy is now the interesting 
leg of the stool. If work can be 
found for the idle hands of 

the e f f e c t o f sti-fkag 
profitability of retail in the city 
centre and more importantly 
neutral is ing the area. The 
motorway again fell into place 
acting as a buffer between the 
city centre and the highly 
divided area adjacent to it. 

Neutralised 
The government gradually 
realised that the organisation 
of space could actively be used 
in its response to the IRA. With 
the neutralised city centre, it 
set about organising "spec-
tacular" urban spaces. The Bel-
fast Urban Area Plan 
published in 1990 was to guide 
the city over the next decade, 
replete with high-tech 
graphics and expensively-
produced text. 

There are only a few 
photographs of dereliction 
among the numerous 
panoramas complete with blue 
skies and not a hint of the 
Troubles. The commentary on 
the plan studiously avoids any 
reference to the conflict and is 
primar'y concerned with im-
proving the image of the city. 

The main emphasis of the 
plan is its belief in the urban 
regeneration of the city areas 
such as Laganside and a con-
sumer- led revival with 
schemes such as Castle Court 

The future of -Belfast en-
visaged in the plan is con-
cerned with its physical 
regeneration. The plan is less 
concerned with social 
regeneration and a number of 
programmes have been in-
itiated to address this, such as 
"Making Belfast Work", but 
the level of funding of these 
programmes compares un-
favourably with the large 
amounts of public money 
spent on Bel fas t ' s urban 
renaissance. 

The experience in Belfast 
has shown how far the govern-
ment is prepared to go and the 
level of expendi ture it is 
prepared to sustain on the 
symbolic organisation of space 
in Northern Ireland. It is only 
able to manipulate the system 
so completely because plan-
ners are not accountable via 
elected representatives to the 
public: they are essentially 
civil servants. 

Ultimately, the renaissance 
of Belfast has been achieved at 
the expense of any local 
democracy and has absorbed 
hundreds of mil l ions of 
pounds in the process. 

But more importantly, the 
manipulation of the built en-
vironment and its incorpora-
tion into conflict management 
signals the failure of successive 
governments to reach a politi-
cal solution. 

Takes your 
breath away 
THE HYPOCRISY of the Ulster Unionists is 
breathtaking and perfectly nauseating. How can 
they mention a "return to democracy" which they 
have never even tried to practise? 

They set up a gerrymandered situation where they 
were automatically in 
power, a permanent 
one-party state. Now, 
to ensure their victory 
in the ballot, they have 
recourse to the bullet, 
so that over some 
years, 12 members of 
Sinn Fein have been 
murdered outright. 

And this kind of 
mock bal lot is 
w h i t e w a s h e d and 

He's no democrat -covered up, con* 
„--'. ' < • . , - • . • - c— _ n -

"I The day they threw the ring of steel around Belfast city centre: 16 July 1972 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 3 p a g e 4 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

Cutting the cancer out of 
economic 

J U S i r 
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MAkfMl 
MORIARTY 
looks over the 
prospects for the 
Norther^ 
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something to #»e region &f £4.4 
billion is currently raised in 
taxes locally. The arithmetic 
teHs its own story of a statelet 
unable to pay its own way: 
without the £3 billion British 
subvention, Northern Ireland 
would almost certainly totter 
towards co l lapse . Living 

tlupct; vt 
fee wnafcie 4 * susta in the 

^ '3tel0St 40 p63T' 
cent Of the working popufc*-
(Sea, and -unemployme " ^ 
j e a d y -worse than any 
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in the North itself, hgre&tflfe 
agenda for most of the discus-
sion of the issue Within the 
mainstream media. The grim 
realities have attracted very 
few from the dismal science. 

But this much at least is 
clear: there can be little doubt 
that the Northern Ireland 

m' 

vibrant industrial regime. Ac-, 
cording to the Northern 

tional markets, dividing the 
Irish economy in two solely in 
the interests of the British 
political class — who 70 years 
ago had very considerable 
polit ical , economic and 
strategic investments in main-
taining a foothold in Ireland, 
whatever the truth of Sir 
Patrick's claims for the present 
day — set an enormous 
obstacle in the way of the 
growth of a strong domestic 
manufacturing base. PArtition 
made it all the more difficult to 
provide the scale of shelter 
from external competit ion 
needed to nurture growth and 
frustrated the exploitation of 
serious economies of scale. 
Domest ic fa i lure in turn 

eated a dependency on «ut-
**" " "v " ofrwunai' 

ifl 
weak economies, not least the 
significant outflows of capital 
as surplus is repatriated to the 
home base, not reinvested lo-
cally. 

Unlikely 
' lb m * - * m m ten, solutions 

ward, and noraretheylikely to 
he economically-driven: the 

isis ' is 

IN AN interview with the 

German newspaper Die Zeit 
which became briefly 

notorious earlier this year, 
Northern Ireland Secretary Sir 
Patrick Mayhew argued that 
Britain had neither strategic 
nor economic interests in the 
maintenance of the union with 
Northern Ireland. He said that 
the cost to the Treasury of sus-
taining the statelet, now run-
ning at £3 billion pounds every 
year, was run up solely in the 
pursuit of democracy: the 
majority of the people of the 
North wished to remain in the 
UK, and until they decided 
otherwise, Parliament would 
carry on voting the expendi-
ture necessary to prop up the 
province. 

While he is misguided, to 
say the least, to claim that the 
shell of the military-
bureaucratic regime in North-
ern Ireland contains a 
democratic kernel, Sir Patrick 
is right in one regard: the sums 
involved in the exercise are 
considerable. Over £7.4 billion 
is earmarked for the current 
financial year — and that ex-
cludes the cost of the court ser-
vice, some agriculture 
spending and the cost of the 
British Army regiments on 
their tours of duty (including 
the locally-recruited Royal 
Irish Regiment). Yet, according 
to Sir Patrick's estimates, only 

~ NoiftcStf t t fef idi ias" 
been economically viable, any 
more than its has been politi-
cally or socially. From its birth 
by partition in 1921, it was un-
able to raise the cash to cover 
the imperial contribution fixed 
to cover its own share of UK-
w i d e spending on state 
defence and the diplomatic 
service, and the high cost of 
pol ic ing a s tate let whose 
legitimacy was not recognised 
by 40 per cent of its citizens and 
subject to continual political 
and military challenge meant 
all hope of Northern Ireland 
achieving economic self-suf-
ficiency had died within 10 
years of its creation. 

But despite the scale of the 
drain on the Treasury, certain-
ly felt even more acutely in 
these days of public expendi-
ture cuts, little of the debate on 
the future of Northern Ireland 
has concerned itself with the 
economic sphere. This is not 
wholly surprising. The essence 
of the conflict lies in the politi-
cal world — whether the laws 
for the six counties that make 
up the statelet should be made 
by the British Crown in Parlia-
ment or by the Irish people 
through their majority repre-
sentatives in the Dciil. Equally 
importantly, IRA bombs caus-
ing millions of pounds worth 
of damage in the heart of the 
City of London, together with 
the ever-increasing death toll 

lost during the last decade, 
while the IDB and the Local 
Enterprise Development Unit 
spent between them £1 billion 
on industrial development. 
With its 1980s strategy failing 
entirely to sustain the statelet's 
economic base, let alone ex-
pand it, the Northern Ireland 
Office, through the Depart-
ment of Economic Develop-
ment, is now pinning its hope 
on its new policy Competing in 
the 1990s: The Key to Growth, 
which argues that the market 
s h e ' d rulespendingpriorities 
henceforth. British experience 
of the Thatcherite agenda sug-
gests a great leap forward is 
not a likely prospect. 

But the deep-seated 
problems in the Northern 
economy cannot simply be 
blamed on failures of the last 
14 years of Tory government. 
Indeed, the crisis is rooted in 
the very creation of the statelet 
itself. As Ronnie Munck hasar-
gued (The Irish Economy: 
Results and Prospects, Pluto 
Press, 1993), partition artifi-
cially reduced the size of the 
home market, with disastrous 
consequences on both sides of 
the border. Since a relatively 
large and dynamic home 
market is a necessary, if not 
sufficient, condition for firms 
to grow to the scale that allows 
them to compete in interna-

institutions, or creation of a 
joint executive between Belfast 
and Dublin, or joint London 
and Dublin sovereignty over 
the North, or reunification in 
the context of British dis-
engagement. 

But one thing at least is 
clear, and that is the real poten-
tial of increased North-South 
economic co-operation pend-
ing reunification. Given that 
the two Irish economies have 
much more in common with 
each othpr than they do with 
Britain, it makes sense that all-
Ireland initiatives can create 
new possibilities for growth 
And harmonising industrial 
and agricultural policy — in 
effect recombining the two key 
sectors partition splintered 
apart — together with com-
mon transport, investment and 
tourism author i t ies could 
produce major economic 
rewards. Indeed, radical har-
momsation, not to say integra-
tion, of the two Irish economies 
seems to be one of the only 
prospects likely to lead to any 
real upturn in the "Northern 
Ireland" economy. What 's 
missing at the moment among 
the key economic and political 
decision-makers is any real 
sense of the truth of how the 
six-county economy can only 
develop within a process of its 
eventual reunification with the 
South. 

J O H N M U R P H Y ' S 

KEYWORDS 

Coercion is 
the key 

POLITICAL THEORISTS define the state as 
the possessor of the monopoly of legal 
force over the people of an area. The es-
sence of the state is thus coercion, the 
capacity to make laws and enforce them 

against those who are unwilling to obey. Of course 
a state's authority may have legitimacy and free ac-
ceptance in the eyes of its citizens. They may will-
ingly identify with it and loyally obey its laws. But 
the sanction of force is always there. If obedience is 
not freely given, it can always be exacted. That is 
what policemen, prisons and armies are ultimately 
there for, as the embodied expression of state force. 

A state may be overthrown if it is attacked from 
outside and defeated by another state. Or it may be 
overthrown from within by revolution. A revolu-
tion occurs when new political forces emerge from 
the population to take over the state, establish a 
new social order and alter the state constitution in a 
fundamental way But feel revolutions are rare 

' 'WVMMta*. f % l t i m T f W f t t h f i r i i l II llWilfuWi'tthil 6 
particular stele, while lea ving the state Itself in 
being vis-a-vis other states, with the laws and 
property relations it maintains unchanged. 

The ancestry of today's territorial states lies in 
the great river valley civilisations of Egypt, Ur, 
Babylon, Nineveh, the Indus and the Yangtze, 
where settled agriculturalists first throve. There fer-
tile conditions produced bountiful crops and a sub-
stantial social surplus over and above what people 
needed from year to year to keep themselves alive, 
f h i s g a v u f a e to private property, t » S d a w society 
of landlords ahdtiire/M>Jf tfee soil 2 * 4 to the ter-
ritorial state with its rulers, priests and army to 
protect property from outside attack or internal se-

ISSffiS: ' in Id J bwmk&BHtics. the meal uhfltemMiet Aris-
r i thcen-

plutocracies and bureaucracies, where power is in 
the hands of a few—landlords, rich people or 
holders of public office. And there are democracies, 
where power is diffused among all the citizens or 
common people, who typically rule through their 
elected representatives. 

In Aristotle's day citizenship was confined to 
male freemen, who generally owned at least some 
property, and excluded slaves and women. And 
things remained like that for nearly 2,000 years. 
Then the 17th century English revolution and the 
18th century French and American revolutions set 
in motion the extension of democracy to all male 
citizens, irrespective of whether they owned proper-
ty or not. They led on to the final abolition of 
slavery and the attainment of political citizenship 
by women as well as men, with the 20th century at-
tainment of the universal franchise. 

The other great achievement of the English, 
French and American democratic revolutions was 
to establish the principle of the separation of state 
powers—legislative, executive and judicial—be-
tween different organs of government as being in 
practice the the best guarantor of citizens' rights. 
When the key state functions were so divided, 
citizens adversely affected by one governmental 
organ could appeal to either of the two others for 
redress. For when the same people combined in 
their own persons the role of law-makers, ad-
ministrators and judges, it led inevitably to terrible 
abuse. 

The great social scientists Marx and Engels 
analysed states by their class character. They 
showed that the way people earn their livelihood, 
produce the food, clothes and shelter they need to 
live, as well as the economic relations they enter 
into with others to do that, and their level of tech-
nology, profoundly influence virtually everything 
else in society, including its class character and the 
class nature of the state. 
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Arrested development 
IN BRIEF 

Collector's Item 
The Joy of Collecting 
Antiques and Collectables in 
Ireland, Helen Coburn, 
Wolfhound Press, £15.99 

THIS handsome guide to 
collecting Irish quality 
furniture, etc. of past ages 
is extremely well 
produced and reasonably 
priced. Just the volume to 
slip into your case if your 
favourite occupat ion, 
.yvhile touring in remote 
parts of Ireland, is poking 
around in junk shops for 
buried treasure. 

A more serious con-
tribution this excellent 
book by Heelen Coburn 
makes, is to remind us of 
the artistry and 
craftsmanship of Irish 
workers in past centuries. 
The incredible beauty of 
the objects, so well dis-
played in this fascinating 
book is a reminder of the 
great Irish cultural 
heritage which British im-
perialism endeavoured, 
but failed to destroy. 

I do hope the editors at 
Wolfhound Press, having 
triumphed with this 
mouth-water ing book, 
will be commissioning 
Helen Coburn, whose 
natural easy style makes 
light of her good taste and 
deep scholarship, to give 
us a larger volume -
several if necessary -
which will present in 
greater depth the whole 
incredible range and 
beautv of Irish aits and 
crafts of past centuries. 

SMcG 

Enda Finlay 
The Irish Economy: Results 
and Prospects Ronnie Munck, 
Pluto Press, E10.95 pbk 

THREE words c r o p up 
again and again in 
Munck's analysis of the 

Irish economy - colonialisism, 
dependency and partition. 
The three are obviously inter-
linked and with them many of 
the failures and inefficiencies 
of the Irish economy can be 
described. 

M u n c k ' s approach is 
based neither on nationalist 
nor revisionist analysis but on 
"dependency development". 

This argues that while 
development did indeed take 
place in Ireland, this was 
limited and conditioned by 
colonial subjugation to 
Britain. According to Munck, 
dependency development is a 
" n u a n c e d methodology 
which incorporates politics, 
economics and sociology". 

Munck analyses the two 
economies of Ireland in some 

IRISH BOOKS 

detail, with ample tables and 
examples. 

Two chapters look at the 
economy of the North and the 
26 counties. There are chap-
ters on the "Agrarian Ques-
tion" ant. "The Worker and 
the Economy" which discus-
ses how the increasing role of 
women in the economy is 
mitigated by their over-repre-
sentation in low-paid, part-
time jobs. 

Munck seems to accept the 
inevitability of European in-
tegration, but also believes 
there is time to advance nas-

Gerald Curran 
Roger Casement, Brian Inglis, 
Blackstaff Press £7.95,462pp. 

until the setting up of the Free 
State. Her arguments can also 
be applied to the illegitimacy 
of the Six County arrange-
ment. 

At one point, the author 
sums up by saying that at no 
time, in its long presence in 
Ireland was England's rulers 
able to convince the dominant 
community that the exercise of 
authori ty reflected the 
community's needs. It is not 
a l together clear whether 
'dominant community' refers 
to the majority of the popula-
tion or the dominant class it-
self. 

The author contends that 
the 17th and 18th Centuries 
brought movement towards 
some form of representation 

cent debates , to organise 
politically around the needs 
of w e a k e r regions, " t o 
develop a social dimension to 
the new Europe and address 
the so-cal led 'democrat ic 
deficit' in EC workings". 

The main strength of the 
book lies in the final chapter 
which considers alternative 
scenarios. These range from 
continuation of the status quo 
to a reunified Ireland within a 
radical democrat ic 
framework. The latter, he 
sees, in the context of his 
analysis, as the only possible 

he has overlooked all the gay 
men in the British forces, who 
have to keep it secret in case 
they get expelled. 

He has overlooked also the 
famous case of Turing, the 
mathemat ic ian who w a s 
prosecuted by the authorities 
and driven to suicide, despite 
his outstanding contribution to 
the British war effort in World 
War II. Also Reid has shown no 
understanding of Irish 
nationalism. 

Casement did not betray 
England, simply because he 
was not English. Sawyer ap-
pears unable to grasp this basic 
fact. 

Brian Inglis accepts that the 
diaries were Casement's own 
and not forged by the British. 
This is accepted by most 
serious students of the subject 
now. The British have themsel-
ves to blame for the forgery 
theories because they used the 
diaries to deny Casement a 
reprieve after his trial. 

Inglis brings out very well 
what a band of villians Case-
ment was surrounded by 
during and after his trial. There 

along the lines of a Locke-Hob-
bes type Social Contract. But in 
this "the Gaelic community 
was ignored and ultimately 
alienated." 

These arguments cut the 
ground from under the revi 
sionist historians feet. If the 
foreign institutions are such a 
failure, secret societies for 
peasant rights and uprisings 
are inevitable. So making little 
of the risings and pointing out 
the alleged shortcomings of 
leaders is simply a waste of 
time. 

Dealing with tenant 
farmers in the 19th century, 
Macmillan draws attention to 
the fact that they had no links 
with the landlord class. By this 
she seems to mean there was 

solution which can address 
the political, economic and 
social problems of modern 
Ireland. 

Munck packs considerable 
knowledge into this sliml60 
page book. His analysis is 
clear and concise and his con-
clusions are brave enough to 
tackle the social and 
economic problems which 
would face a unified Ireland. 

This book should be read 
by all those who are inter-
ested in advancing the debate 
for a united Ireland. 

was the vindictive Blackwell, 
legal adviser to the Home Of-
fice, F.E. Smith who had 
boasted of his own, 'Loyalist' 
gun- running treason three 
years before, a Judge who had 
been recently involved in the 
Marconi Scandals, and finally 
Casement's Barrister Sergeant 
Sullivan who was mainly in-
terested in securing his future 
in the British Bar. 

The Inglis biography helps 
to show the world, at that time, 
as Casement saw it and that is 
surely the function of biog-
raphy. He is particularly good 
on the evolution of Casement's 
politics from Home Ruler to 
being the follower of Mitchell 
and Wolfe Tone via Arthur 
Griffith's Sinn Fein. 

Inglis captures very well 
the atmosphere of the time, 
the world of Robert Lynd, 
Alice Stopford Greene, Bulmer 
Hobson and Bernard Shaw. 

This is sincere, moving and 
dramatic book, well worth 
reading and cheap at the price 
of £7.95. 

nothing to conceal or mitigate 
the purely economic relation-
ship. It was justified by neither, 
religion, tradition or custom. 

When the author started the 
book she felt that the Irish con-
tribution to political theory in 
general and to the theory of the 
state in particular had not been 
appreciated. Her own work 
demonstrates the important 
contribution Irish historians 
have made to understanding 
the relation between state and 
society. 

The book makes stimulat-
ing reading because of the 
originality of the approach to 
the subject and the patient 
scholarly imvestigation car-
ried out by the author. 

WANTED! 
Second-hand 
books in 
good 
condition 
Please bring them 
i n t o 
Four Provinces 
Bookshop 
244-246 Gray's Inn 
Road 
London W C 1 X 8 J R 

Please telephone 
bookshop manager 
Jim Duggan for 
further details 
071 -833 3022 

OF THE three biographies 
of Casement , now in 
print, the the Brian In-

glis one is by far the best. 
In BL Reid's, long book, The 

Lives of Roger Casement, the 
hero's patriotism is described 
as obsessive. His character is 
described as deeply divided 
and confused. Conrad, Morel, 
and Conan Doyle have an en-
tirely different story to tell. 
Where Reid is sensational In-
glis is straightforward and sin-
cere. 

The Sawyer book, arrogant-
ly titled, Casement, The Flawed 
Hero written from the point of 
the Anti- Slavery Society pays 
serious tribute to Casement's 
effective campaigns against 
brutalities inflicted on natives 
of the Congo and Amazon. But 
Sawyer is absurd on the al-
leged traitorous qualities of 
homosexuals. He is referring 
to Burgess, MacClean et al, but 

r : H f l 

Governing in whose name? 
Gerald Curran 
State, Society and Authority 
in Ireland - The Foundations 
of the Modern Irish State, 
Getchen Macmillan, Gill and 
Macmillan, £35hbk, 278pp 

The author is an Associate 
Professor of Pol i t ica l 
Science at the University 

of Calgary in Canada. The 
book has its origins in her Doc-
toral Dissertation which ex-
amined the Irish Free State's 
authority and constitutional 
framework. 

Concentrating on the issue 
of the the authority of the new 
state, Macmillan begins by ex-
amining the larger issue of the 

history of political issues in 
Ireland. She takes as her start-
ing point the coming of the 
Norman parliament in the 13th 
century. 

In her journey forward 
from the 13th century, the 
author focuses on the question 
of legitimacy, that is, the tacit 
acknowledgement of the 
governed, be they Gaels, Dis-
senter, Old English, or later As-
cendancy class, that the system 
of government under which 
they lived was morally entitled 
to their allegiance. 

Not unexpectedly for the 
Irish reader, she decided that 
none of the constitutional ar-
rangements, imposed from 
England were accepted by the 
majority as being legitimate, 

Pursuing greatness: tales of 
Roger Casement 

1 He was no traitor to England 
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IRISH SONGS 

The Dawning of the Day 
(Air: Fainne geal an Lac) 

O G O D rest you Robert Emmet , 
And g o d rest you noble Tone; 
God rest you Patrick Sarsfield 
In your grave far, far away; 
God rest you all who strove to speed 
The d a w n i n g of the Day. 

Chorus 
Freedom's bright and blessed day! 
Ireland free from Saxon sway! 
Lift y o u r hearts and pray, G o d speed us 
To the dawning of the Day! 

Not in vain you poured your life blood, 
Gallant hearts of Ninety-Eight! 
Not in vain you stood undaunted 
'Neath the scourge of English hate; 
Men of Wexford, men of Antr im, 
Men w h o s e names shall ne 'er decay, 
But shall shine like stars to lead us 
To the dawning of the Day! 

Chorus 

Foreign foe and native traitor, 
Both h a v e failed to quench the name, 
That has guided Ireland's armies 
Through the years of pride and shame; 
And ' twil l flash to deathless glowing 
Making bright the upward w a y 
When o u r men will march to freedom 
At the dawning of the Day! 

Chorus 

O'er the field your blood has hallowed, 
O ye hosts of Irish dead! 
Men of Ireland you shall tread, 
When the foeman reels before them, 
In the thunder of the fray, 
They shal l shout your name in triumph 
At the d a w n i n g of the Day. 

SLAN UBH 
Your w o r k allows no time for rest. 
Your longest life's the mearest span; 
Your cause, the bravest, noblest , best, 
That e 'e r inspired the heart of man. 
Fight on ! fear not! for God is just 
(The T y r a n t too shall cease to live) 
And pray for him whose bones are dust. 

Chorus 
Sisters a n d brothers, comrades all, 
Who trod the olden road with me, 
Who answering a nation's call 
Dear M o t h e r Eire swore to free -
To you w h o carry on the fight, 
My share of death-less hope I give 
Before I pass into the night -
Slan Libh, Slan Libh, Slan Libh. 

Slan Libh! a simple Irish phrase 
Of parting but to meet again, 
Twixt comrades w h o tro' nights and days 
For Eire's sake strove might and main; 
For her dear sake, remember me. 
For her dear sake my faults forgive. 
God speed the fight for liberty! 

Repeat Chorus 

• PEADER KEARNEY 

The Last Rose Of 
Summer 
'Tis the last rose of summer, left blooming alone. 
All her lovely companions are faded and gone 
N o flower of her kindred, no rose bud is nigh 
T o reflect back her blushes or give sigh for sigh. 

I'll not leave thee, thou lone one! 
T o pine on the stem 
Since the lovely are sleeping,go, sleep thou with them. 
Thus kindly I scatter thy leaves o'er the bed 
Where thy mates of the garden lie scentless and dead. 

So soon may I follow, when friendships decay. 
And from love's shining circle the gems drop away. 
W h e n true hearts lie wither'd and fond ones are flown, 
Oh! w h o would inhabit this bleak world alone! 

• THOMAS MOORE 

Song of Choice 
An anti-fascist song by American folksinger Peggy 
Seeger 

Early in the Spring the seeds are growing 
Unseen, unheard, they lie beneath the ground 
Would you know before the leaves are showing 
That with weeds all your garden will abound 

If you close your eyes, stop you ears, shut you mouth 
H o w can you know? 
For seeds you cannot see may not be there, 
Seeds you cannot see may never grow. 

In January, you 've still got the choice 
Y o u can cut the weeds before they start to bud. 
If you leave them to grow high, they will silence your 

voice 

A n d in December you may pay with your blood. 

Chorus 
So close you eyes, stop you ears, 
Shut your mouth and take it s low. 
Let others take the lead, and you bring u p the rear, 
A n d later you can say you didn' t know. 
Everyday another vulture takes flight, 
There ' s another danger born every morning, 
In the darkness of your bl indness, the beast will learn to 

bite. 

H o w can you fight, if you can ' t recognise a warning. 

Chorus 

Today you m a y earn a living w a g e 
T o m m o r r o w you may be on the dole, 
Though there's millions going hungry, you needn't get 

engaged, 

For its them and not you w h o ' s fallen in the hole. 

Chorus 

It 's alright for you if you run with the pack, 
It 's alright if you believe in all they do. 
If fascism is slowly climbing back, 
It's not here yet so what 's it got to do with you. 
Chorus 

T h e weeds are all around us and they're growing, 
It'll soon be too late for the knife, 
If you leave them on the wind that around the world is 

blowing 
You may pay for you silence with your life. 

So close you eyes, stop your ears, 
Shut your mouth and never dare, 
A n d if it happens here, they'll never come for you, 
Because they'll know you really didn't care. 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

When they 
come in the 
morning 
SARAH COHEN and Sean Hampson were arrested 
under the provision of the PTA in March this year. They 
were held for 15 hours and savagely treated by the 
hyped up police. Charges were dropped without 
explanation and they were released. The Metropolitan 
Police have now apologised and paid the couple 
£6,000 each in damages. The vast majority of people 
arrested under the PTA are later released without 
charge. The Daily Telegraph 

THE CONSERVATIVE AND UNIONIST PARTY "The 
proposition is a betrayal ofthe people of Ulster.... The 
Conservative and Unionist party stands four-square 
behind the union." John Major in his attack on the 
Labout front bench for daring to talk of 'joint 
administration' and not displaying the same degree 
of empire loyalism as the Conservatives. 
HANSARD N.B. The Conservative and Unionist Party 
was formed in 1886 after Gladstone's conversion to 
Home Rule for Ireland. The Unionists left the 
Connservat ives in 1972 after the abol i t ion of 
Stormont, but they still vote as one. 

THAT BOMB IN DUBLIN Yorkshire TV's First Tues-
day programme has claimed that British military 
intelligence was involved in the 1974 loyalist bomb-
ing of Dublin inwhich 33 people were killed. It 
claimed that the Gardai investigation was hampered 
by lack of co-operation from British security forces 
inthe North who were protecting their agents. NB MI5 
has had an active interest In Northern i idand for 
many years. The security forces worked with the 
Loyalist workers strike which broke the power shar-
ing initiative. K was MI5 who used the Kincora Boys 
Home to entrap, blackmail and control Unionist 
politicians with paedophile tendencies. When Harold 
Wilson's government negotiated with the IRA, it was 
MI5 who organised Loyalist paramilitaries on a sec-
tarian killing campaign to stir reaction. 

UNIONISTS URGED TO BOMB DUBLIN "My fear is 
that if bombs in Belfast and London are seen to 
advance the cause of republicanism and the claims 
of Dublin over Northern Ireland then there will be 
those who see bombs in Dublin as a way of upholding 
the cause of Unionism." Lord Norman Tebbit speak-
ing on Sky TV. John Hume later stated that Tebbit was 
publicly encouraging Unionist terrorism and ought to 
be exiled to Northern Ireland under a Home Office 
exclusion order. 

EC MONEY FOR NORTHERN IRELAND More than 
half of the £2 billion in the regional aid that Britain is 
to get from the EC will be passed on the 'British 
Governemnt development programme' in Northern 
Ireland. The British Industry Minister has stated that 
£1,040 million would be passed on. Robin Cook, the 
shadow trade and industry secretary, said this was 
the price the government was paying for the support 
of Ulster Unionist MPs in the debate on the Masstricht 
Social Chapter. The Times 

LAST WORD 

"We sing no more of waling, no songs of sighs ot tears, 
high our hopes and stout our hearts to banish all our 
fears. Our flag is raised above us so that all the world 
can see, 'tis labour's faith and labour's arm, alone can 
labour free." 

D James Connolly, 1913 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

Lessons in progress: Ireland's ancient system of social care 

The Irish NHS, 300 BC 

How often do you hear 
Tory politicians exhort-
ing people to help them 

put the ' G r e a t ' b a c k in 
' B r i t a i n ' ? I t ' s a c y n i c a l 
xenophobic catch-phrase. The 
greatness, if that 's the right 
word, ot anv civilisation is to 
be tound in its ability to create 
a society in which its people 
are assured of adequate hous-
ing, a good health service and 
freedom from want bv being 
able to work. 

The United Kingdom had a 
lot going for it in the few-
decades following the intro-
duction of its National Health 
S e r v i c e and N a t i o n a l In 
sura nee Scheme in the late 
1440s. Condit ioned by that 
' n e w s o c i e t y ' , w h e n I lett 
school in the 1950s, it never oc-
curred to me, that anyone in 
the UK would ever again face 
the prospect of homelessness, 
or would not be assured ol 
medical treatment or not have 
some prospect of work (unless, 
of course, thev happened to 
live in the Six Counties and 
kick with the wrong foot!). 

It was a minor period of 
'greatness' which the Tories 
have now scuttled. 

Reversal 
Well, Thatcher was a lways 
bleat ing about her wish to 
return to Victorian values. We 
should have believed her. The 
homelessness, unemployment 
and lack of health care now 
created by the Tories is certain-
ly Victorian in character. 

Remember how Thatcher 
brought back rickets among 
children in this country after 
an absence of forty years by 
stopping the distribution of 
free milk in s c h o o l s ? And 
anyone who has had dealings 
with hospitals recently will 
realise just how 'safe' the NHS 
was in the hands of the vora-
cious Tories. 

Child prostitution, drugs, 
the high crime rate, often aris-
ing from the utter despair of 

being caught in deprived so-
cial classes, is certainly a return 
to the Victor ian v a l u e s of 
Thatcherism for which Major 
is merely the incompetent grey 
mask. 

Nowadays, when 1 read a 
Charles Dickens novel [0//z>er 
Txvist, for example] 1 no longer 
locate it in a byegone age. 1 see 
the here and now; 1 see the 
s treets of modern L o n d o n , 
with its beggars, pimps, street 
gangs, homeless and derelicts. 
Yes, we have returned to Vic-
torian values. 

I have to keep reminding 
myself that when I first came to 
London in 1964, 1 was able to 
walk home across the city at 
two o'clock in the morning 
without fear of attack or the 
sight or sound of even the oc-
casional professional tramp. 

Yes, you have noticed that I 
have a 'bee in my bonnet ' 
about the destruction of the so-
cial fabric which existed here 
from the mid 1940s until the 
advent of Thatcher. 

Back in 1970s, when I was 
writing regular features for the 
Belfast Irish Weekly, 1 remem-
ber complacently writing in an 
ar t i c le about the sad com-
parison of the UK NHS to the 
health care system then in 
place in the Irish state. The 
point 1 was actually making 
was that I re land o n c e led 
I'll rope with its ancient medi-
cal service. 

In pre-Christian times, even 
in the societies of Greece and 
R o m e , l itt le provis ion was 
made for the treatment of the 
ailing poor. The sick, feeble 
and elderly were often put to 
death as the best means of sort-
ing out p r o b l e m s . T h o s e 
societies regarded disease as a 
curse inflicted by supernatural 
p o w e r s a n d s o u g h t to 
p r o p i t i a t e the m a l e v o l e n t 
deities rather than organise 
relief work. 

Complacent historians will 
tell you thjy it was not until St 
Fabiola (d£c. AD 399) set up a 
hospice for the sick and needy 
at Porto near Rome that the 

first hospital in Europe was 
founded. 

Of course, such institutions 
were long established in India. 
The Annals of Cliarake tells us 
that Asoka, (c.273-232 BC) the 
emperor of India who, sick-
ened by p o w e r and w a r , 
turned to B u d d h i s m and 
professed non-violence, estab-
lished the first hospitals in 
India around 252 BC. 

It is the sad nature of things 
that Ireland should be over-
looked when it comes to con-
s i d e r i n g the his tory of 
medicine by the new wave his-
torians. But the Irish Annals do 
refer to the establishment of 
the first hospital in Ulster by 
the semi-legendary queen of 
Ireland Macha Mong Ruadh 
(d.c. 377 BC). She is said to 
have e s t a b l i s h e d at Emain 
Macha (Navan) a hospital ap-
propriately called Broin Bherg 
(t'ic house of sorrow). 

Sophisticated 
Legend or not, we know that 
by the time of the Christian 
period, there were hospitals all 
over Ireland, some for sick 
people in general, others serv-
ing specialist needs, such as 
leper hospitals. And when the 
ancient laws of Ireland first 
came to be codified in AD 438, 
a remarkable and sophisti-
cated Irish National Health 
service was in place. 

Indeed, provision of 'sick 
maintenance', including cura-
tive t reatment by qualified 
medical practitioners, stays in 
hospital, attendance allowan-
ces and nourishing food, had 
to be provided under the law 
for all who needed it. There 
was not even a means test! 

Under the 'Law of Torts' 
there occurs o n e particular 
condition which should cause 
us a wry gr imace. The law 
states: 'Full sick maintenance 
(must be paid) to a worker in-
jured for the sake of unnecessary 
profit.' |My italics]. 

The main point of the laws 

on the subject of the sick, as 
given in both the Senchus Mor 
and the Rook of Acaill, is that no 
one, whatever their social posi-
tion, in ancient Ireland, need 
fear sickness. Not only were 
they assured of treatment and 
hospitalisation, whether they 
had money or not, but society 
would not let them or their de-
pendents lack food or security. 

Indeed, if a man, with de-
pendents was incapacitated by 
his illness, then those depend-
ents were also provided for. 

If anyone unlawfully in-
flicted a wound, even bruising 
which had to be treated, then 
the wrong-doer was made to 
p a y for the t rea tment , the 
doctor's fees, compensation to 
the injured and money to sup-
port the family of the injured 
until they were well enough to 
resume work. 

The laws were very specific 
as to how a hospital was main-
tained and as to its day to day 
running. The law states: 'The 
hospital should be free from 
debt; should have four doors, 
and should have fresh water at 
h a n d . ' I m p o r t a n t l y , ' d o g s , 
fools , and people likely to 
cause the patients' worry, are 
t o be kept apar t from t h e 
hospital'. 

Out of darkness 
D u r i n g the so-cal led Dark 
A g e s , w h i c h I h a v e o f t e n 
pointed out were the Golden 
Age of Learning in Ireland, the 
Irish medical schools became 
famous throughout Europe. 
Students were sent to Ireland 
for their education from many 
European countries, including 
f r o m the k i n g d o m s of the 
Anglo-Saxons. At one time the 
premier school of medicine in 
E u r o p e was that at Tua im 
B r e c a i n ( T o m r e g a n , C o . 
Cavan) which existed at least 
from the fifth century AD. 

Even at a later period the 
Irish doctors still had a reputa-
tion in Europe. Jan Baptiste, 
Baron Van Helmont of Vil-
woorte (1580-1644), a famous 
c h e m i s t , p h y s i o l o g i s t a n d 
phys ic ian , wrote that Irish 
medical doctors were, in his 
t i m e , considered far better 
than any others in Europe in 
their knowledge and training. 

The oldest surviving medi-
cal text books date from the 
early fourteenth century, text 
books written in Irish. 1 had 
pointed out before, and sadly, 
that these Irish medical text 
b o o k s constitute the largest 
c o l l e c t i o n of m e d i c a l 
manuscript literature, prior to 
1800, surviving in any one lan-
guage. 

What a wealth of info: 
tion we might learn if scholars 
cou ld be f inanced to work 
t h r o u g h t h e s e tex ts in a 
thorough fashion? But, like so 

m u c h old Irish l a n g u a g e 
material, they are left to gather 
dust and decay in var ious 
libraries. 

The ancient Irish laws were 
specific about the qualifica-
tions of medical doctors. Exact 
distinction is made about law-
ful and unlawful physicians 
and if an unlawful physician 
attempted to practise then they 
were subject to severe penal-
ties. The ancient Irish recog-
nised that it was rather easy to 
deceive people who were ill 
and who, desperately seeking 
a cure, would grasp at any 
straw to secure it. 

Doctor's orders 
Physicians were responsible 
for the t r e a t m e n t of t h e i r 
p a t i e n t s and if , by the i r 
negligence, the condition of the 
patient worsened, they were 
held responsible and compen-
sation had to be paid. 

Additionally, Irish law un-
derstood that it was necessary 
for a physician to have time 
a w a y from his prac t i se to 
study new techniques and up-
date himself with new medical 
knowledge. Therefore the local 
c lan had to m a k e such 
provision for the physician 
that 'he might be preserved 
from being disturbed by the 
cares and anxieties of life and 
enabled to devote himself to 
the s tudy and work of his 
p r o f e s s i o n ' . The phys ic ian 
who worked in a hospital had 
to contract to take students 
who accompanied him and 
were trained in situ. 

In 1920, Dr James J. Walsh 
(not only a doctor of medicine 
but a doctor of law and a doc-
tor of literature) examined the 
Irish laws on medical practice 
and pointed out: 

'The provision for nursing 
in these hospitals is rather in-
teresting because it included, 
at the same time, the training of 
the young men for the practice 
of medic ine , and therefore 
resembled, in certain respects 
at least, our [modern] system 
of clinical teaching.' 

Every physician contracted 
to keep at least four medical 
students and to teach them, 
above all by the students ob-
serving his methods in prac-
tise. 

A c c o r d i n g to Dr Walsh : 
'There is nothing in the world, 
as we have come to realise very 
well in modern times, equal to 
a c u s t o m of this kind for 
making practical physicians -
that is, giving a good clinical 
knowledge of medicine: and at 
the same time there is nothing 
£hat is so good for patients, be-

se a physician is, as it were, 
trial before these keen stu-

dents, who are gradually gain-
ing experience in medicine, 
and he is consequently obliged 

to put forth his best efforts to 
show his skill...' 

'No wonder, then, that the 
old Irish physicians acquired a 
reputation that spread even 
beyond Ireland, and has come 
down to us in the history of 
m e d i c i n e . T h e y o u n g e r 
physicians were trained clini-
cally, ie at the bedside - the 
only way that will make real 
physicians - and the older men 
were kept up to their best ef-
forts by the presence of the 
young men with them.' 

From I r i sh m a n u s c r i p t 
literature, supported by ar-
chaeological finds, we find the 
ancient Irish had an advanced 
system of surgery - trefinning 
and caesarian operations were 
k n o w n , h e r b a l r e m e d y 
k n o w l e d g e w a s a d v a n c e d , 
sleeping draughts were under-
stood as well as poisons, and 
medicated baths were also un-
derstood and used. 

Ironically, what we term as 
a 'Turkish Bath' was known 
until recent times in eastern 
Europe as an Trische bader'. 
The 'hot air' bath was well 
known in ancient Ireland and 
used even to the last century as 
a p a r t i c u l a r c u r e for 
rheumatism. It was called a 
tigh 'n alluis (sweating house). 
Survivals of these ancient bath 
houses were k n o w n in the 
northern parts of Ireland in the 
last century, one of the best ex-
amples being on Inishmurray 
whose excavation was given in 
t h e Kilkenny Archaeological 
Journal (1885/6). 

Progress? 
But history is m e a n i n g l e s s 
taught in isolation; meaning-
less unless it has some practical 
a p p l i c a t i o n to the present 
times. 

It is of little use sighing for 
the glories of the past. What we 
have seen in Ireland is a descent 
into modern 'civilisation' just 
as in the UK, during these last 
long, bitter years of Toryism, 
we have witnessed a terrifying 
move backwards to the pitiless 
and uncaring society of the 
Victorian age. 

The point that 1 was making 
back in the Irish Weekly in 1970, 
is, I believe, more valid than 
ever; and that was that an inde-
pendent state ought to have 
tried to translate its ancient 
world renown medical health 
sys tem in the m o d e r n age. 
How many will remember the 
cry of Connolly's friend, John 
MacLean of Scotland: 

'Backzcard to communism, 
forward to communism!'? 

T h e g r e a i n e s s o f a n y 
civilisation, as I have said, lies, 
amongst other things, in en-
suring that a decent medical 
health system is available to all 
who need it no matter what 
their circumstances. 
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