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P3 
Labour's policy on I r e l a n d r e t s fantasies: two 
it helping or hindering the nations, two religions, two 
post-ceasefire situation? cultures or what? 
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p5 Unionist p8 
The gender question: 
Were women more valued in 
ancient Ireland? 
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PEACE PROCESS 

E x e c u t i v e 
committee of 
the Connolly 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
congratulates 

the IRA and Sinn Fein on 
achieving a complete ces-
sation of violence. 

We believe that the 
ceasefire is taken from a 
position of goodwill and 
in an effort to achieve a 
peaceful and just settle-
ment. We believe that the 
evolving initiative begun 
by John Hume and Gerry 
Adams represents the 
best hope for peace in 25 
years of conflict. 

The British govern-
ment has so far proved 
itself a hindrance rather 
than an achiever of the 
current peace process. 

The historic decision 
of the IRA and Sinn Fein 
to take the political road 
is just the beginning of a 
long process to build a 
lasting solution for 
Ireland in which all sec-
tions of the Irish people 
must be involved. 

To continue the 
process the British 
government must move 
now and make a postive 
and far-reaching 
response to the ceasefire 
announcement. The fol-

lowing are some of the 
urgent migsures that we 
sheuk! be Campaigning 
for. 
^DEMILITARISATION 

The government 
should take the follow-
ing immediate steps to 
demilitarise the situa-
tion. 

British troops should 
be initially withdrawn to 
barracks and, over an 
agreed period, 
withdrawn from North-
ern Ireland. Incursions 
into nationalist areas 
which are perceived as 
provocative or threaten-
ing should cease. 

The government 
should instigate urgent 
reform of the RUC which 
has demonstrated since 
its inception its political-
ly sectarian base and 
which cannot secure the 
confidence and consent 
of the nationalist com-
munity as a whole. 

"Yellow Card" rules 
on the use of lethal force 
should be revised. 

Public enquiries 
should be established for 
any incidents involving 
firearems. 

Community monitor-
ing centres should be 
recognised. 
•COLLUSION 

All incidents of col-

lusion between the army 
and/or the RUC and 
loyalist paramilitaries 
should be fully inves-
tigated. The British 
government should 
declare that neither the 
state, nor emanations 
from the state, will use 
political or military 
power to hinder or un-
dermine the process of 
peaceful negotiation 
leading to a settlement. 

••HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND CIVIL LIBERTIES 

We welcome the 
scrapping of the Broad-
casting Ban, but the 
following need immedi-
ate action. 

All exclusion orders 
should be revoked, in 
particular the order 
placed on Gerry Adams. 
Internment should be 
removed from the statute 
books, the "state of emer-
gency" should be 
renounced. The Police 
and Criminal Evidence 
Act codes on arrest and 
detention should be ap-
plied. 

The government 
should signal its inten-
tion to abolish the 
Prevention of Terrorism 
Act and should immedi-
ately reduce PTA 
detention to 48 hours. Air 

and seaport interroga-
tions under the PTA 

•DISCRIMINATION 
The government 

should end the practice 
of political vetting of 
community groups, end 
restrictions on the 
propagation of Irish lan-
guage and culture and 
give just and equal sup-
port to Irish cultural 
activities. 

The government 
should agree an interna-
tional independent 
review of fair employ-
ment measures in 
Northern Ireland. It 
should begin a process of 
discussion with the Irish 
government, US govern-
ment and the European 
(Commission, trade 
unions, business leaders, 
community groups and 
others to plan the 
economic regeneration 
of Northern Ireland. 
'!, The key to peace is in 

John Major's hands. We 
believe that the 
professed neutrality of 
the British government 
and the limitations of its 
iiiitial response to the 
ceasefire threatens to 
weaken die momentum 
for peace and destabilise 
a negotiated settlement. 

The British govern-

ment claims its authority 
over Northern Ireland 
through thstf • 192tf 
Government of Ireland 
Act. 

The Connolly Associa-
tion has campaigned 
successfully with others 
to highlight this claim as 
a major impediment to a 
just resolution of the con-
flict. 

The government 
should persuade 
unionists that their fu-
ture interests lie in 

reaching an agreement 
amongst all the people of 
Ireland. We share the 
conviction of John Hume 
and Gerry Adams that 
there can be no internal 
solution to the conflict. 
Instead, we call on the 
British government to 
proceed to disentangle it-
self from the affairs of 
Ireland and for all 
democrats to join us in 
the effort to secure justice 
and peace in Northern 
Ireland. 

Connolly Association 
Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 22 October 1994 
11.30am • 5.00pm 

Marchmont Community Centre 

62 Marchmont Street 

London WC1 

Closest underground: Kings Cross, Euston, Russell Square 
Delegates fees: £4.00 Observer fees: £2.00 

A social for members and guests will be held in the evening. 

All current members are encouraged to attend the AGM as 
observers. 

Further information from: The Secretary, 
ConnoUy Association, 244, Grays Inn Road, 
London WC1X 8JR Tel: 071833 3022 



Comment 

The final 
phase 

THE British government is in a dilemma. 
On one side it states that it has "no 
strategic or economic interest in North-
ern Ireland" and on the other side it has 
an act of Parliament which claims quite 

categorically that "Notwithstanding the estab-
lishment of the Parliament of Northern Ireland, 
or anything contained within this Act, the 
supreme authority of the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom shall remain unaffected and 
undiminished over all persons and things in 
Northern Ireland and every part thereof." 

Britain still refuses to give up its imperial 
claim to a part of Ireland. Britain still stands as 
an obstacle to the peace process. Now that John 
Hume and Sinn Fein have secured a military 
ceasefire after 25 years, it is our wish that com-
munity discussion and normal politics prevail. 

The horse trading has begun. In the foreign 
office jargon it is called the great imperial com-
promise. Britain will withdraw from Ireland 
only if it has to and then on the best terms pos-
sible. 

On the one side of the table sits the British 
government which is expert in the technique of 
divide and rule. It has played its hand well in 
Northern Ireland. Beside the British govern-
ment sit the Ulster Unionist Party and the more 
fundamentalist Democratic Unionist Party. The 
Alliance Party and those who call themselves 
Ulster conservatives will support this side of the 
table. In the shadows stand MI5 and the army 
generals. 

On the other side of the table are the Irish 
team representing Irish nationalism. There are 
various degrees of strength in this team. It com-
prises of the Irish government representing the 
sovereign Irish state. On the same side is Sein 
Fein, which has fought politicallylor the right 
of the Irish people to rule in Ireland. Beside 
them sit the Social and Democrat Labour party 
and the memory of all those who fought and 
died for civil rights over the past 70 or so years 
in this fag end of empire. Nobody stands be-
hind them. There is a discernible weakness in 
this team's strength. 

In reality the horse trading is between the 
two sovereign governments - the Government of 
Ireland Act versus the Irish Constitution. The 
British, while retaining the voting support of 
the Unionists in the House of Commons, will 
play for a divided Irish team. 

It would be foolish of the Irish Government 
to be hesitant in embracing all who espouse 
unity, justice and peace in Ireland. This can and 
should include Sinn Fein and the growing band 
of disillusioned unionists workers who are find-
ing that they are Irish. The Irish government 
should reach out to them and embrace them. 

For over fif ty years the Connolly Association 
has worked towards this development. It has 
not been easy, but we now see light at the end 
of the proverbial tunnel. We believe that 
Ireland is in the last phase of the unfinished 
revolution. We can work better to ensure that 
the transition is peaceful with the support of the 
British labour movement and you, the reader. 
Now more than ever we need your support. 

Join the persuaders. Join us now. 
PM 
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HEADLINES 

Alarm at Labour's shifting sands 
LABOUR POLICY 
Enda Fin lay 

The 1994 Labour Party Con-
ference has just reaffirmed 
its commitment to the 

unity of Ireland by consent. 
But a statement from the Na-
tional Executive Committee 
also made a big point of fully 
backing the aims of the Down-
ing Street declaration to "foster 
agreement and reconciliation 
leading to a new political 
framework founded on con-
sent and encompassing arran-
gements wi th in Nor thern 
Ireland, for the whole of the 
island of Ireland and between 
Ireland and Britain." 

While activists for Irish 
unity are somewhat relieved 
that the tone of the NEC state-
ment and the conference is for 
a united Ireland, there is still 
anxiety that commitment to 
the role of persuader has been 
watered d o w n . The move 
towards Labour's pre-1981 bi-
partisan policy on Ireland has 
reassured the more unionist 
elements. 

There had been some con-
cern about the likelihood of 
changes in the party's commit-
ment to its policy of unity by 
consent. This has been its 
policy since 1981 and has been 
part of its manifesto for the last 
three general elections. 

Disquiet 
The disquiet amongst ac-

tivists in the Labour and trade 
union movement was caused 
mainly by two things: Firstly, 
Tony Blair's initial response to 
the IRA ceasefire and his sub-
sequent comments. Secondly, 
Labour ' s closet Unionis ts 
(Democracy Now amongst 
others) had been trying to get 
the party to ditch its policy of 
unity by consent and there also 
seems to have been attempts to 
deselect Kevin McNamara as 
Labour ' s f r o n t bench 
spokesperson on the six coun-
ties. 

Tony Blair was eager to 
court the Irish vote in the run-
up to the leadership election. 
He stated that "the conflict in 
Northern Ireland is the gravest 
and most protracted problem 
facing the British and Irish 
peoples." He further stated 
that "the pursuit of peace and 
reconcil iat ion in Ireland 
should be one of the highest 

priorities of a Labour govern-
ment." 

However his initial reaction 
to the IRA ceasefire was less 
upbeat, he welcomed it as "a 
step in the right direction." 

This was further qualified 
by saying: "The test will come 
in whether the statement 's 
welcome intentions do indeed 
lead to a permanent renuncia-
tion of violence and full com-
mitment of the IRA to the 
democratic process. . ." His 
statements were quite similar 
to John Major's reaction to the 
ceasefire tha t" . . . if they (IRA) 
are genuinely i r revocably 
committed to use only peace-
ful and democratic methods in 
the fu tu re , then we shall 
respond positively..." 

Tony Blair then further con-
fused the issue in a Radio 4 
interview. He was asked about 
Labour's established position 
as being "persuaders" for a 
united Ireland. His response 
seemed to suggest that the 
Downing Street declaration 
had rendered this position out-
dated, and he then went on the 
pay compl iments to John 
Major. The interview raised 
worries about whether this 
statement was about to usher 
in an era of bi-partisanship in 
relation to the peace process. 
Ir ish activists wi th in the 
Labour Party were annoyed at 
Blair's disingenuous remarks. 
Political commenta to r s in 
various papers were quick to 
pick up on the significance of 
these words. 

The other source of concern 
stems from the various com-
plexions of orange that make 
up Labour's unionists. Once 
again they have set their sights 
on the discredited policy of the 
Labour Party organising in the 
Six Counties. The most in-
famous and prominent of these 
groupings, Democracy Now, 
claims to have the backing of 
50 MPs. The s tance of 
Democracy Now is at odds 
with the resolutions that have 
emerged from the various con-
stituencies, all of which urge 
the party to commit itself to the 
peace process. 

Sinister ploy 
Only one resolution called 

on Labour to organise in vhe 
Six Counties, which must call 
into quest ion Democracy 
Now's appeal to the grassroots 
levels of the party. However a 
more sinister ploy may still be 
attempted by such elements, 

Kevin McNamara, Labour's Northern Ireland spokesperson 
has been branded a "republican." 

tyst Unionist lobby, to or-
ganise in the six counties and 
to weaken its commitment to 

namely the deselection of 
Kevin McNamara. 

Recently two key Irish ac-
tivists provided a much more 
enthusiastic and progressive 
assessment of the direction 
that Labour must embrace for 
it to play a full part in the peace 
process. Kate Foley from the 
Labour Committee on Ireland 
noted that: "Labour's policy of 
unity by consent is of more 
relevance than before. The LCI 
argues that Labour must make 
an effect ive input into the 
peace process and that the 
party must continue to make 
the case about' tiumart' rights 
abuses in the six counties of 
Northern Ireland, in particular 
against the provisions of the 
PTA." 

Kate Foley added: "Kevin 
McNamara has been a very ef-
fect ive spokesperson for 
Labour on Ireland. He par-
ticularly deserves congratula-
tions for the role he has played 
in arguing party policy over 
the last year." 

John McConnell from the 
Labour Party Irish Society 
s ta ted: "It is crucial that 
Labour mainta ins and 
develops its policy of unity by 
consent, against those seeking 
to push Labour into a Unionist 
position. The Labour and trade 
union movement in Britain has 
a vital role to play in support-
ing the peace process." 

It is therefore vital that 
Labour rejects the in-
tegrationist policies of the en-

unity by consent. 
What is needed at this time 

is for Labour to make a much 
more proactive commitment 
to the peace process and to em-
bellish its stated policy by put-
ting forward a programme to 
encourage support amongst 
the more progressive, liberal 
elements of Irish Unionism. 

While Labour ' s stated 
policy now includes this, it 
also includes the seeds of a 
backward development. 

Bi-partisanship 
Labour MP for Vauxhaul 

Kate Hoey, a leading advocate 
of organising in Nor thern 
Ireland, said after th& 'Con-
ference that she was pleased 
with the absolute support for 
the Downing Street declara-
tion, seeing it as a definite 
move back to bi-partisanship. 

"We are saying, in fact, that 
we will leave it u p to the 
people of Northern Ireland to 
decide their future and we are 
moving away from the role of 
p e r s u a d e r for a uni ted 
Ireland," she said. 

Asked on BBC radio about 
the stated aspirat ion for a 
united Ireland, she said: "Well, 
it's like talking about a united 
world, or a united Europe. It 
just won't happen." 

Nationalists unite 
ACTIVITY 

Scottish reporter 

Leader of the Scottish Nation-
al Party Alex Salmond 
reminded delegates at the,, 
party's annual conference in 
Inverness in September that 
the SNP was the first party in 
Britain to welcome the 
Hume/Adams peace process. 
Mr Salmond in his keynote ad-

dress also referred to the com-
pletely unacceptable 
democratic deficits accruing 
to the people of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland under the 
union. 

SNP MPs are now com-
mitted to voting against any 
attempt to renew the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act after a 
resolution to that effect was 
proposed by delegate Eddie 
Lamb, and passed by a size-

able major i ty at the con-
ference. 

A m o n g other speakers 
suppor t ing this resolution 
were Margaret Ewing MP, 
Shona Robinson and Patsy 
Thomson. 

The Connolly Association 
organised a fringe meeting at 
the conference with the theme 
A New Ireland. Roger Kelly 
f rom the Campaign for 
Democracy in Nor thern 

Ireland was the main speaker. 

He outlined a practical 
s t r a tegy t o w a r d s a new 
Ireland and also gave an up-
date on the current situation. 

Other speakers were SNP 
MP Margare t Ewing and 
David Crossa NEC member, 
and the meeting was chaired 
by Patsy Thomson. 

CA m'eMbers were 
delighted with the turnout (88 

'• J? f. • i .v.;-
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Special powers come to Britain 
JUSTICE 

London reporter 

Th e Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Bill, which is 
believed by civil rights 

groups and many lawyers to 
be one of die most oppressive 
laws to have been passed in a 
modern democracy, will be-
come law by the end of Oc-
tober. 

This is despite the unprece-
dented wide public opposition 
to many of its horrifying sec-
tions, someofwhich have been 
borrowed from the Northern 
Ireland Emergency Provisions 
Act. Q .> . 

As We enter a new phase of 
political activity in Ireland be-
cause of die IRA ceasefire, die 
campaign against the offend-
ing sections of the CJB and the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 
should gain pace. 

Legal director of civil liber-
ties group. Liberty, John Wad-

ham has said: "Terrorism has 
been used as a justification for 
the imposition of draconian 
powers in Northern Ireland 
and the rest of the UK." 

Liberty has called for a 
"peace d iv idend audi t" to 
wipe off the statute books all 
those measures which breach 
civil and human rights prin-
ciples. 

The PTA is still a law of the 
land and one incidence of its 
abuse, the Kate Mage case, is 
reported below. 

As Irish Democrat readers 
well know, die act makes it a 
criminal offence not to provide 
information to the police about 
Nor thern k i s h terrorism. 
Suspects can « held for 7 days 
without charge, a period ruled 
unacceptable in 1988 by the 
Court of Human Rights. It bans 
proscribed organisations and 
gives the Home Office the 
power to impose exclusion or-
ders. The ne\v Criminal Justice 
Bill will give police the power 
to mount road blocks up to 28 
days and to stop and search 

without the usual "reasonable 
suspicion" safeguard. 

In a clause borrowed from 
the 1991 Northern Ireland 
(Emergency Provisions) Act 
and reversing the onus of 
proof, it makes it an offence to 
p o s s e s s any ar t ic le "for 
suspected terrorist purposes." 
It will also be an offence to col-
lect information likely to be 
u s e f u l to ter ror is ts , again 
reversing the onus of proof. 

It could be a rgued that 
Britain's failed policy in Nor-
ther Ireland is making Britain a 
more oppressive place. 

But it must be stressed, as 
well, in the case of the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Bill, 
that die measures taken to curb 
the act iv i t ies of new age 
travellers, hunt saboteurs and 
"ravers", as well as criminalis-
ing peacefu l people , have 
sinister implications for any 
group which wishes to mount 
public protests or have open 
air concerts. 

For example clauses 65 and 
66 aimed at solstice gatherings 

at Stonehenge, in effect mean 
that no gathering of more than 
20 peop le may take p lace 
anywhere if the police choose 
to object and those inciting 
people to attend could be im-
prisoned. These clauses are 
probably in breach of Article 
11 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights (freedom of 
assembly.) 

The Criminal Justice Bill is 
of course a very wide-ranging 
Bill with 142 clauses. Among 
the many other extremely wor-
rying sections, include the 
abolishing of councils' duty to 
provide caravan sites and the 
criminalisation of those camp-
ing without permission, the 
abol i sh ing of the r ight to 
silence, and the criminalisation 
of sqautters who may now be 
removed with violence. 

All Connolly Association 
members are urged to join the 
growing campaign against the 
Criminal Justice Bill. Informa-
tion: The Coalition Against the 
CJB, tel: 071923 0333. 

Picking on the vulnerable 
JUSTICE II 

David Granville 

THE CASE of A r m a g h 
w o m a n Kate Magee, 
found not guilty in July of 

withholding information, has 
horrified many people and il-
lus t r a t ed once again how 
British justice can act in a ven-
geful way against the innocent 
and vulnerble. 

Ka te ' s solicitor Gare th 
Pierce has described the case as 
both "unique and shocking." 

It took only two hours for 
the jury in Sheffield to reach a 
unanimous not gulty verdict 
nearly two and a half years 
after her in initial arrest when 
she was charged with with-
holding information under 
Section 18 of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. 

Gareth Pierce told the Irish 
Democrat: "The prosecution's 

desire to press ahead, knowing 
what they did, can only be 
described as deliberate, con-
scious and ultimately sadis-
tic." 

She outlined the reasons for 
this assessment; I; > 

Selective prosecution 
* 23 people, including an 

eye witness, are known to have 
withheld information. Only 
Kate was charged. 

PTA Section 18b - with-
holding information 

'Introduced as an amend-
ment to the PTA in 1976, mini-
sters gave assurances that it 
would not be used against 
family members. 

•Major reviews of the PTA 
conducted by Lords Shack-
leton (1978) and Colville (1983) 
recommended that section 18 
be dropped. 

•Section 18b is a legal 
anomaly - only in cases of ter-
rorism relating to the affairs of 
Northern Ireland is there an 
obligation to go to the police 

Special appeal 

Very many thanks to everyone who has helped with 
donations for the Irish Democrat. 

Donations 16/7/94 -14 /9 /94 
Irish Democrat special appeal: Anon £5, E&R Frow £20, 

Friends in Ireland £100, SK Wright £30, A Higgins £50, 
Collection Liverpool £7.50, AEEU London North £25, B 
Wilkinson £7, L McBrinn 2.50, R MacLochlainn £10, AG 
Morton £80, CPB Leicester £25, H Smith £25, K Doody £7, 
FHO £12.50, AW £10, in memory of Liam O D w y e r from 
Mrs Lilley £10, F&J Jennings £20, C Powe £10, A Noone £5. 

Total: £461.50 
General donations: J Wells £10, in memory of Desmond 

Greaves and Paddy Bond from P McLoughlin £10, M 
Maguire £10, in memory of Joe Deighan from T Marriqjjp 
£15, M Sheehan £10, J Shaw £6.20, H y n d b u r n 
TUC £5, Sheffield CA branch £50, J Roche £20, PW Ludldn 
£5, S MacLennan £5, MF Loughran £15, A Harvey £1, S&T 
McLaren £8, J&M Nolan £5, P Latham £5, P Quin £5, in 
memory of Harry Goulding from Liz Goulding £10, F Rushe 
£10, M Barry £10, CC £100, I Pearce £5, C Haswell £10, 
bankers' orders: £318.18. 

Total: £648.38 

with information. 
•Prior to this case only 24 

peop l e had been charged 
under Section 18. Only 11 cases 
have resulted in conviction. 

Extreme prejudice 
*A conscious decision by 

the police to release a picture of 
only one of three suspects -
Kate's brother, Joe Magee, 
resulted in extra prejudice by 
deliberate association. 

* At the time of her brother's 
arrest nothing was done to 
prevent publicity prejudicial to 
her trial appearing in Britain. 
The same applied when he 
successfully appealed against 
extradition in February 1994. 

* The prosecution's attempt 
to engineer a joint trial with Joe 
by successfully arguing for a 
p o s t p o n e m e n t of Kate ' s 
original trial date was a cynical 
attempt at manipulation. 

Vulnerability 
* As a single parent with 

two children she was always 

vulnerable to police pressure. 
* With one child living in 

Northern Ireland she would 
have had an additional reason 
why not to give information to 
the police. 

* * Unparalleled oppressive-
ness of her detention during 
which she was taken to hospi-
tal with severe abdominal 
pains. After two days treat-
ment she was brought back for 
a further two days of question-
ing. 

* The p rosecu t ion con-
t inued , 6ven though the 
postponement of her trial and 
the death of her father in Oc-
tober 1993 led her to attempt 
suicide. 

* The conclusions reached 
by a lead ing psychologist 
revealing Kate to be a vul-
nerable individual failed to 
dent the prosecution's desire 
to secure a conviction. 

j'j.v-'.. 

Dubl in to remember 
Connol l y 
At last James Connolly (1868 
-1916) is to have a permanent 
memorial in Dublin. A bronze 
statue of the father of Irish 
socialism, backed by a Starry 
Plough flag made in metal is 
to be erected across the street 
f r o m Liberty Hal l . The 
memor i a l is the work of 
Earn on ODoherty who was 
chosen in a public competition 
sponsored by public service 
union SIPTU and organised 
by the Connolly Memorial In-
itiative. 

£35,000 is needed to com-
lete this important project, 

na t ions may be sent to 
James Connolly Memorial In-
i t iat ive, c / o Liberty Hall, 
Dublin 1. Patrons of the initia-
tive include Robert Ballagh, 

plel 
Doi 

Ross Connolly (grandson of 
James), Anthony Coughlan, 
Mary Cullen, Proinsias de 
Rossa TD, Terry Eagleton, 
Phil Flynn, Tony Gregory TD, 
Matt Merrigan, Michael O'-
Riordan, and Ruari Quinn 
TD. Informat ion: Michael 
Quinn, Dublin 628 5258 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I TI C U S 

Germany 
cracks the whip 

THE German Christian Democrat Party's plan 
for a European Community/European Union 
of concentric political rings has truly set the 
cat among the European pigeons. For this is 
the clearest indicator yet of German ambitions 

to dominate the EEC, now that it is reunified and its 
partition problem solved. 

Germany would lead an inner core of five: Ger-
many herself, France and the three Benelux countries. 
Then there would be an outer ring of other EC/EU 
members, and outside that again, a third ring of 
EC/EU applicant or associated states, mostly in Eastern 
Europe, with states like Switzerland and Cyprus 
thrown in, and those Scandinavians that might reject 
r C membership in the referendums. 

Gone in this German plan is all the soft soap about 
partnership and equality between big and small EC 
states, which the Eurocrats and Europhiliacs have 
been pushing for decades. Gone is the pretence that 
each member state has a veto on fundamental policy 
so that all travel together at the same pace in the same 
direction. Germany, the dominant element in the Fran-
co-German axis, wants to be able to do her own thing -
in effect to run the EC political and economic show -
along with France, if France succeeds in keeping up 
with her, and leave the others to adapt to whatever 
Germany decides. 

This is transparently a plan to maintain the Franco-
German axis that dominated the original six-member 
EEC and which is threatened by an EC/EU of twelve 
members, sixteen or even larger. That is why French 
President Mitterrand and his Prime Minister Balladur 
have backed it. They represent the pro-German party 
in France, whose «m, is to have a say .in running the 
EC/EU show by playing along with Germany. 

The pro-German policies of the one-time "socialist" 
Mitterrand go back to his youthful support for right-
wing causes and his service for Vichy under Hitler in 
the war. Mitterrand was decorated with Vichy's medal 
by Marshal Petain personally. He evenremained 
friends with Rene Bousquet, the Vichy fascist who or-
ganised the sending of thousands of French Jews to 
German concentration camps, right up until 
Bousquef s assassination just a few years ago. 
Mitterrand's presidency is now drifting ignominious-
ly to its end and the struggle over who should succeed 
him embodies two different visions of how the EC/EU 
should develop. 

The alternative to a German-dominated 
Eurofederalist EC/EU is Charles De Gaulle's vision of 
a Europe of the Natipns, in which different states get 
together on some things, disagree on others and form 
a multitude of variable alliances. This is the kind of 
Europe that is tending to come about anyway. 

This alternative Europe of the Nations is also a 
Europe of the balance of power, in which a stronger al-
liance of Germany's neighbours will keep in check 
any dangerous German pretensions. 

The French establishment is now divided between 
embracing a German-dominated Eurofederalism on 
the one hand and, on the other, a Gaullist-type Europe 
of an independent France in alliance with other inde-
pendent states. The French socialists foolishly support 
the former and want arch-Eurocrat Jacques Delore as 
their presidential candidate. The French communists 
support the classical Gaullist policy of an independent 
France. 

In Britain the pro-German party consists of the 
Euro-fanatics Heath, Hurd, Heseltine and Howe and 
their hangers-on, while the swelling ranks of Euro-
sceptics want Britian to revert to its classical policy of 
holding the European balance of power. 

British Labour's current love affair with 
Eurofederalism risks painting it as the anti-national, 
pro-German and pro-European party in face of a Tory 
Party in which John Major embraces increasingly 
popular Euro-scepticism. The next British general elec-
tion is due to be held around 1996, at a time when the 
question of Eurofederalism versus Europe of the Na-
tions will be dividing the next EC treaty-making con-
ference that year. Unless Labour moves away from its 
present uncritical "Europeanism," it could be handing 
the next election to the Tories on a plate. 
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GREAVES SUMMER SCHOOL 

Formidable cocktail 
of political debate 
DAVID 
GRANVILLE 
reports on the 
sixth Desmond 
Greaves Summer 
School 

THE SUMMER School held 
in Dublin over the last 
weekend in August con-

tinues to go from strength to 
strength - even to the point of 
attracting favourable com-
mentary from the Irish Times 
which has virtually ignored 
the event in previous years. 

Delivering the opening lec-
ture at this year's school, Dr 
Luke Gibbons, a lecturer at 
Dublin City Universi ty 's 
School of Communications 
opened up new ground on the 
subject of the relationship be-
tween national identity and 
culture and politics in Ireland. 

Much of the work on 
nationalism in Ireland had 
concentrated on economic 
structures, political mobilisa-
tion and religious ideology, he 
argued, with scant attention 
paid to culture as a material 
force "informing and con-
stituting national identity". 

"Culture for the most part 
is left to the literary intel-
ligentsia, while historians get 
on with the real job of studying 
'facts', understanding how 
society really works," he said. 

A tendency on the part of 
Irish historians to dismiss the 
importance of culture - "the 
whole mode of life of a com-
munity, its structures of ex-
perience, the way it tells its 
own stories" - as little more 
than myth and rhetoric, par-
ticularly where nationalist 
memory was concerned, 
deprived them a "basic requi-
site" for understanding the 
past. 

Stressing the importance of 
studying popular culture he 
argued that: "It may be pos-
sible to trace why Irish cultural 
nationalism became wedded 
to a separatist political project, 
in marked contrast to the Scot-
tish and Welsh experience 
which subsumed cul tural 
identity under a wider sense of 
Britishness." 

The Irish experience was 
quite distinct from that ex-
perienced by the Scottish and 
Welsh nations, he argued, 
stressing that "in its formative 
period 'Britishness' was ex-
pressly def ined as anti-
Catholic, which meant 
disenfranchising the native 
Irish population". 

"It was not so much a case 
of the Irish rejecting British-
ness, as their being excluded 

from the British body politic. 
And while Britain has ceased 
to be a consciously Protestant 
nation, this outworn idea 
formed the basis of Unionist 
rule in Northern Ireland." 

"It would seem that it is not 
just Irishness but Britishness 
which requires a fundamental 
re-appraisal. If Irish identity 
can be expected to survive 
without sovereignty, why 
does the same flexibility not 
extend to its British counter-
part? Must it always be a case 
of 'No Surrender?" he con-
cluded. 

The complexi ty, and I 
suspect for many at the school, 
the novelty of Dr Gibbons' ar-

heroically into the breach to 
deliver a stimulating assess-
ment of the life and work of 
economist and economic his-
torian Raymond Crotty after 
advertised lecturer, Kieran 
Crilly, was forced to pull out at 
the last minute due to illness. 

Describing Crotty as the 
principal contributor to inter-
national social science made 
by Ireland this century, An-
thony Coughlan stressed that 
his originality and insights 
stemmed largely from the 
'unusual' way in which he 
came to study economics - first 
as a working farmer, then 
through academic study. 

Crotty 's s tudy "Irish 

Catriona Ruane from the Belfast Centre for 
that women must be involved in the peace process. 

said 

gument , undoubtedly left 
some, including myself, strug-
gling to keep up at times. 
However, it is to be greatly 
hoped that he continues his 
ground-breaking work which 
has opened up a new and im-
portant front in battle against 
the anti-national interpreta-
tion of Irish history. 

The anti-revisionist tenor 
continued with the contribu-
tion of Dr Alf O'Brien from the 
Department of History at Cork 
University, who examined the 
forces which lead to the birth 
of English capitalism, with 
particular emphasis on the 
development of colonialism 
and the conquest of Ireland. 

"The central theme, but by 
no means the only one, in 
modern Irish history is the fact 
of the English conquest," he 
argued. "Whatever, the com-
plexity of Anglo-Irish relations 
in the nineteenth century, a 
century particularly favoured 
by the 'revisionist' school, or 
the problems of Irish landlords 
in that period, the fact of the 
conquest remains." 

Earlier, Greaves School or-
ganiser Anthony Coughlan, a 
figure well known to readers 
of the Irish Democrat, stepped 

Agricultural Production" - an 
economic history of Ireland 
from the earliest times up to 
the 1950s - was a seminal work 
of "profound importance in 
modern Irish economic his-
tory," he said. 

He had also made an im-
portant contribution in the 
field of 'universal history' 
through the development of 
his pioneering ' lactose 
tolerance' theory of capital for-
mation. 

Describing his ideas as "im-
por tan t , or iginal and 
profoundly new" Anthony 
Coughlan stressed that Crotty 
had been the first to grasp the 
importance of human's ability 
to drink milk beyond infancy 
in the social and political 
development of ancient 
societies. 

His work, which continues 
to gain international recogni-
tion, explored the shift in the 
balance of power away from 
the river valley crop growing 
societies and the development 
'individualistic capitalism' in 
western European based on 
the "acquisition and gradual 
accumulation of tools, instru-
ments and cattle". 

Such societies, Crotty ar-

Dr Alf O'Brien of University College, Cork speaking on nascent capitalism, English 
colonialism and the conquest of Ireland. 

Dr Luke Gibbons, Dublin City University 

by women of all communities 
in the Six Counties. 

In addition to the usual 
problems faced by women in 
the South and throughout the 
world, women in the North 
suffered as a result of the con-
flict and the very high level of 
militarisation in the North. 

"It is women who have to 
organise against violence and 
abuse, visit relatives in jail, 
survive on unemployment 
benef i t , hold entire com-
munit ies together, in both 
Loyalist and Nationalist com-
munities," she said. 

As a result, women, par-
ticularly in the nationalist 
community , played an in-
creasingly important role as 
social and political activists. 

Citing the rase of Feargal 
Caraher's widow, Margaret, 
she said: "Here was a woman 
of 20 with a 13 month old child 
who was thrust into the 
limelight because her husband 
was shot dead by British 
troops." 

TTie result was her transfor-
mation from a victim into a 
woman activist in her own 
right, "a woman who chal-
lenged both the British and the 
Southern state over their inter-
pretation of her husband's 
death and who had challenges 
her own community in a very 

quiet, encouraging way, and 
who br ings a long other 
women." 

"Of course, they didn't get 
the acknowledgement they 
should have," she stressed. 
"Unfortunately they're only 
allowed in so far by the men." 

This highlighted how im-
portant it is to broaden the 
base of any negotiations in-
volved in the peace process so 
that women are included at all 
levels, she stressed. 

H u m a n r ights groups, 
community organisations and 
women's groups, who have 
built up expertise over the past 
25 years must be included in 
their own right, she said. 
"Otherwise an historic oppor-
tunity is lost." 

"Too often, and for too long 
we have been excluded and 
our concerns sidelined. There 
is a growing movement of 
women throughout Ireland 
and internationally who are 
refusing to be silenced." Turn-
ing to the significance of the 
current Irish peace process in 
relat ion to wor ld peace 
developments she urged a de-
gree of caution, stressing that 
developments in Ireland 
should be seen in the context of 
a general change in approach 
by the superpowers. 

"What we have is an inter-
national shift with the super-
powers moving, or trying to 
move, from direct military in-
tervention to a more sophisti-
cated form of control." 

The peace process was 
taking place alongside the su-
pe rpower r ivalry to con-
solidate markets in their own 
so-called T>ack yards' with all 
its attendant dangers, she said. 

This year's programme, the 
usual formidable cocktail of 
ant i -revisionist history, 
progressive political discourse 
and analysis, coupled with a 
friendly, welcoming atmos-
phere, is something those of us 
who are politically active on 
this side of the Irish sea rarely 
have a oppor tuni ty to ex-
perience these days. 

Give yourself a treat -
educationally, politically and 
socially - put next year's school 
in your diary now and make 
yourself a promise. I already 
have. 

gued, differed significantly 
from those based on settler 
colonialism, the more collec-
tively orientated capitalism of 
East Asia or from the clan-
based communally orientated 
societies. 

As always, the school fea-
tured important contributions 
on the situation in the North. 

Attempts to manufacture 
or invent "radically divergent 
characteristics" in order to 
separate the people of Ireland 
on the basis of nat ional , 
religious or communal iden-
tity, had produced nothing but 
"theoretical fantasies" said 
Belfast journalist Jack Bennett, 
opening his dynamic and 
highly entertaining talk. 

A Belfastman of Protestant 
background, he said that none 
of these theories stood up to 
any intelligent or critical ex-
amination, "for all of them are 
clearly the product of ideologi-
cal prejudice." 

An article based on his 
speech can be read on the op-
posite page. 

Placing a w o m a n ' s 
perspective firmly on any 
agenda about peace and social 
change in the North, Catriona 
Ruane of the Belfast Centre for 
Research and Documentation 
explained the situation faced 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 
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and mischief 
JACK BENNETT 
exposes Unionist 
theoretical 
fantasies that 
perpetuate 
sectarianism 

THE SEARCH for some 
special identity for the 
Protestants of Ulster has 

proved futile and fruitless be-
cause no recognisably dif-
ferent identity for them can 
actually be found. 

They have no definable 
identity apart from the iden-
tity they share, as Northern 
Irish people, with the people 
around them. They all speak 
the same language, and speak 
it in identical accents, which 
vary only a little from region to 
region. 

The reality which makes 
the Irish all one people is 
their shared, common histori-
cal exper ience upon the 
ground of Ireland, and the fact 
that their economic and 
political development differs 
radically from the historical 
experiences known to the 
peoples of Britain. 

» 

Irishness 
Most Protestant people in 

Ulster — indeed, you could 
say all of them up until recent 
times — have always been 
conscious of sharing a sense of 
Irishness with their Catholic 
fe l low-countrymen and 
women. 

It is a relatively new thing 
among some of them to be 
anti-Irish as such, and even 
today attitudes of that sort are 
to be found only in those few 
ghetto areas where ignorance 
f lour ishes and where the 
broader horizons of reality are 
obscured by the backyard 
walls. 

Those are the areas where 
most of the savage, mindless 
loyalist "Taig-sprayers" — as 
they like to rail themselves — 
come from. Indeed, so narrow 
is their view that anyone out-
side a twelve-mile radius is 
suspect. 

As a result, within recent 
days, a few ordinary Protes-
tant workers have been shot 
dead by loyalists in Belfast be-
cause they spoke with Armagh 
or Fermanagh accents that 
made them "sound" like 
Catholics. 

So what we do have is cer-
tainly a problem of religious 
sectarianism—the problem of 
Orange-unionis t - loyal i sm 
which could be described as a 
sort of political Protestantism. 

Unionist historians usually 
labour diligently to deny or to 
ignore the starkly obvious con-
nection between that sectarian 
problem and the moral and 
material support given to sus-

tain it by the imperial English 
power in Ireland. 

They like to depict Orange-
loyalist sectarianism as a sort 
of natural and spontaneous 
thing, and thereby ignore the 
major and dominating reality 
that has led to our present 
political position. 

Modern revisionists have 
joined in to elaborate on the 
theme, and a few university 
teachers posing as brainy 
people, and indulging in ego 
trips to show how clever they 
are, have produced various 
theses whidt'jp effect uphold 
Protestant sectarianism as a 
sort of natural outcrop of 
Irish history. 

Attempts have been made 
to manufacture, or to invent, 
radically divergent charac-
teristics to separate the two 
religious communities into 
two different and irreconcil-
able peoples, or tribes. 

These e f for t s have 
p roduced noth ing but 
theoretical fantasies — and al-
though their authors no doubt 
honestly consider their work 
to be scholarly and detached, 
they have in their actual effect 
done little else but provide the 
ideological feeding stuff for 
fanatics and "Taig-killers." 

Fanciful 
A Unionist politician told 

us recently that the two 
re l igions const i tuted two 
races. More fanciful 
sophistry has tried to argue 
that they are two nations. 

Way-out weirdo versions 
hold that the Ulster Protestants 
are the ancient Irish Cruithin, 
who went to Scotland, became 
the Picts, and came back to 
claim their territory after the 
Reformation. 

Less strident and more 
cautious voices—aware of the 
dange r of Appearing too 
ridiculous — Advance the no-
t ion that the Protestant 
population simply has a dif-
ferent culture or some set of 
naturally different traditions. 

Perhaps the most fatuous 
flight of fantasy of all is that 
which describes the Protes-

tants as "British Ulster" and 
the Catholics as "Irish Ulster' 

It's true, of course, that 
Unionists like to think of 
themselves as British. We 
know, of course, that there is 
no such thing as a British 
nationality. There are three 
distinct nationalities in Britain 
— English, Scots and Welsh. 
Being British is a political 
category which gran ts a 
citizenship to people who are 
British subjects. 

The people of Kenya and 
Cyprus, and elsewhere, were 
British until their political 
s ta tus changed, and the 
people of Northern Ireland 
may continue to be, or cease 
to be, British by decision of the 
Westminster Parliament. 

Two cultures, two nations, 
two this or two that—any two 
damn anything will do to 
separate the sheep from the 
goats and to rationalist what 
is, plainly and simply, an irra-
tional religious divide. 

We need waste no time on 
the "two races" theory. We are 
all a very mixed bunch. 

The first settlers in the 
North from Scotland were 
mostly male and took wives 
from the native Irish. Some 
Gaelic septs embraced Protes-
tantism at a later stage, for a 
variety of reasons. 

The mixture is evident in 
the Gaelic family names of 
many unionists and in the 
English-Scotch names of many 
nationalists — as in Hume-
Adams, for instance. 

The two nations theory 
deserves little attention, for 
like all the theories promoted 
to magnify religious differen-
ces and give them some innate 
substance, it does not stand up 
to any intelligent or critical ex-
amination. 

It d raws heavily on 
pseudo-Marxist ideas and 
uses quasi-Marxist jargon, 
which it then merges with die 
ideological propaganda of 
modern t rans-nat ional 
f inancial and indus t r ia l 
capitalism — propaganda of 
the sort that hired university 
scholars are employed to 
produce to order. 

It holds that nationalism is 
"bourgeois," out of date and 
a lot of old hat — a doctrine 
that suits the big-time interna-
t ional capi ta l is ts who no 
longer need, or want, too 
many national states. 

The doctrine appeals, of 
course, to the imperialist-
minded section of the British 
Labour movement, and those 
sections of die doctrinaire left 
which also accept it are, in fact, 
tailing along behind die most 
modern of ultra-right-wing 
ideologies. 

One academic estab-
ishment man at Queen's 

University In Belfast — 
another who would appear to 
lave that same ingrained sec-
tarian mind-set which Conor 
Cruise O'Brien seems to have 
to many of us who have long 
wrestled with the problem <-
that which considers tribal 
and religious enmity to be a 

natural condi t ion of the 
human species - produced a 
pamphlet a while back called 
"Two Ulsters - a Case for 
Repartition." 

It was an extravagant and 
ridiculous blueprint for an 
elaborate division of the six 
counties in to an absurd 
patchwork quilt of separate 
communities based on a sort 
of religious apartheid, some of 
which would belong to 
Britain and some to an Irish 
state. 

He proceeds from the no-
tion that there exists two dis-
tinct and irreconcilable tribes, 
one known as "British Ulster 
and the other as "Irish Ulster' 

Using facile international 
parallels, he saw the example 
of the road from west Ger-
many through east Germany 
to west Berlin as a useful 
model, and suggested a 
similar road from the "Irish 
territory around Newry, run-
ning through "British" ter-
ritory to an "Irish" enclave in 
west Belfast. 

Ethnic cleansing 
Carried away with his in-

ternational parallels, he makes 
an argument for "two nations 
in Ireland out of the fact that 
two nation states exist on the 
one island of Hispaniola in the 
Caribbean — Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic—and on 
the fact that there two nation 
states on the Iberian peninsula 
— Spain and Portugal. 

His pamphlet was "bor-
rowed" by the UDA and used 
as a pattern for its projected 
programme of ethnic cleanfr-* 
ing and as a blueprint for driv-
ing out the Catholic 
population f rom extensive 
areas. 

The au thor , of course, 
repudiated this appropriation 
of his ideas, but , however 
much he may perceive his 
work to be independent of sor-
did political squabbles, it 
nevertheless appears to con-
stitute, in its overall practical 
effect, a mischievous and ir-
responsible exercise in mag-
nifying religious differences 
and legitimising die sectarian 
mind-set. 

And if the immediate press-
ing problem m the six coun-
ties today is to find a sure path 
to peace and reconciliation, 
fantasy theories of that sort are 
the last thing we need. 

Well, now, what about the 
"two cultures" then? 

Again, the search for a 
definably different culture for 
die Protestant population of 
die North can only lead us up 
a blind alley — whether we 
take the word in its broader 
anthropological sense or in die 
narrower sense of producing 
distinctive cultural works in, 
say, literature, poetry, music 
and that sort of thing. 

Politically speaking, we 
must insist that there is no 
such thing as a unionist "cul-
ture", for political unionism 

tends rather to be anti-culture, 
since it thrives necessarily on 
ignorance. 

Most of the best Protestant 
wri ters and poets — both 
recent and not so recent — 
were national or nationalist 
in their outlook. 

Few, if any, were unionist 
in the modern understanding 
of the term. Even Samuel Fer-
guson could not be counted 
among the ideologists of 
modern unionism. 

"Kick the Pope" 
As for the "two traditions 

which we're constantly 
being told we ought to have 
mutual respect and esteem 
for, we need to be careful. For 
central to the main unionist 
political tradition is the idea of 
"Kick the Pope and keep the 
Taigs in their place." We can 
have no respect for that. 

Perhaps some unionists 
might say it is "British tradi-
tions" they wish to cling to. 
Hard luck again. There are 
many different political tradi-
tions in Britain, some of them 
good and some of them bad, 
and political unionism has al-
ways supported the worst of 
them. 

Unionist politicians elected 
to Westminster were always 
among die most backward and 
reactionary MPs there. They 
voted consistently against 
every progressive measure in 
eluding the post-war welfare 
state. Throughout the pre-
vious century they opposed 
every reform bill, every exten-
sion of the franchise and every 
measure to ameliorate the con-
ditions of working people. 

The ultra-reactionary na-
ture of the unionist-Orange 
movement throughout the last 
century , promoted by the 
gent ry , the landlords , the 
magistrates and aristocrats, 
survives in the obsequious 
grovel l ing of Orange-
loyalist elements towards their 
"betters" — symbolised on 
their banners with portraits of 
kings, queens, earls, dukes and 
similar idols of democracy. 

Popular 
On the other hand the Irish 

movement for independence 
h a s a lways been broadly 
popular and truly democratic. 
From the United Irishmen on-
wards, the most advanced and 
radical elements in it always 
h a d close relat ions with 
similar radical, democratic 
and popular movements in 
Britain, such as the famous 
"corresponding clubs." 

The revolutionary Young 
Ireland movement and the 
Fenians were in close contact 
with the Chartist movement, 
and some Chartist leaders 
were former Fenians. 

Ex-Fenian Michael Davitt, a 
working man who grew up in 
Lancashireand laboured in the 
mills there, produced and 
edited one of Britain's first 

Labour journals, the "Labour 
World". 

The British tradition in-
herited by political unionism 
is the tradition passed down 
from the tyrant Castlereagh,-
while it is the Irish inde-
pendence movement that 
today shares the best of British 
radical, popular and demo-
cratic traditions. 

But if we look for more en-
lightened political traditions 
on the Protestant side, there is 
no difficulty in finding some 
that deserve respect. 

Throughout the history of 
all Irish movements for inde-
pendence, there has been a 
consistent, substantial and un-
broken strand of support for 
the democratic cause among 
intel l igent and thinking 
Protestants. 

It is the practice of the 
ideological promoters of the 
tribal theory to dismiss Protes-
tants who take a nationalistic 
posi t ion as eccentrics, 
mavericks or just plain odd-
balls. 

They must sweep them 
away because their existence 
conflicts with their doctrine of 
the naturalness of loyalist-sec-
tarian bigotry and their belief 
that sectarian conflict is a sort 
of thing only to be expected. 

So, if what we have is simp-
ly two sets of religious tradi-
t ions, there should be no 
problem in granting mutual 
respect and esteem to each of 
them — if it wasn't for that 
other problem, the problem of 
political Protestantism and 
Orange-loyalist-unionism 

Political mess 
That is the problem which 

still stands in the way of any 
new, sensible and just solution 
of the political mess which is 
the six counties. 

For most unionist groups, 
including some which foolish 
commenta tors on Dublin 
newspapers still like to call 
"moderate", share the same 
characteristics — all marked 
by intransigence, intolerance 
and a refusal to budge away 
from the position that they 
will accept no settlement short 
of one based on the old cock-
o'the-walk sectarian domina-
tion of one religion over the 
other. 

But the unionist monopoly 
of sectarian-based power, now 
recognised to be utterly un-
tenable, is coming to an end 
anyway. 

Political change is now ur-
gently on the agenda and the 
old six-county set-up is gone 
for good. 

In the interests of recon-
ciliation, which must surely be 
part of the peace process, it is 
essential that the Protestant 
people be allowed to reclaim 
their true and only identity 
and inheritance — that which 
they share with their Catholic 
neighbours. 
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IN BRIEF 

Global context 

World order and its 
rules; Variations on 
some themes by Naom 
Chomsky 

Available f rom CRD, 
89b Glen Road, Belfast, 
BT11 8BD. Price £2.00. 

THIS pamphlet was based 
on a lecture that looked at 
West Belfast in a wider, 
even global context with 
the aim of lessening the 
marginalisation of the 
area. 

Chomsky's initial com-
ments are to refute the end 
-of-history arguments that 
have been promulgated by 
various commentators in 
the West. 

Within this critique he 
places America's interna-
tional terrorism centre 
stage to portray the hid-
den agenda of "all for our-
selves, nothing for other 
people." 

He reassesses the cold 
war, not as a conflict be-
tween capitalism and com-
munism but as a 
manifestation of the so-
called north-south con-
frontation. 

During the cold war, 
Chomsky shows how the 
Third World countr ies 
who tried to oppose their 
service role were sys-
tematically c rushed . 
Nicaragua was a case in 
point , what Oxfam 
referred to as the threat of 
a good example. 

What characterises the 
whole period of the cold 
war was that the West got 
its way most of the time. 

Since the end of the 
cold war Eastern Europe 
has been returning to the 
third world structure. This 
represents an opportunity 
to the transnational com-
panies. 

The example of these 
regimes are then used to 
put pressure on the rights 
of the pampered workers 
of Europe into accepting 
reduced standards. 

Towards the end of the 
text, Chomsky makes a 
number of comments on 
the globalisation of the 
world economy. 

1: It has lead to a 
supragovernmental level 
of decision making, com-
pletely unaccountable to 
the public. 

2: The globalisation of 
the world economy has 
lead to the globalisation of 
the third world model. 

3: The need to establish 
control of the ideological 
arena is vital. 

The conclusion made 
by Chomsky is that the 
conflicting tendencies , 
which exist and always 
have, may yet save us. 

If not, will the world be 
a place in which a decent 
being will want to live? 

Enda Finlay 

» / * K / » f » « 

Lessons of experience 
Anthony Coughlan 
reviews 
Straight Left. An 
Autobiography by Paddy 
Devl in . Pub l ished by 
Blackstaff. Price £8.95. 

PADDY Devlin is the 
bur ly , rumbust ious , 
choleric, colourful, but 

warm-hearted politician who 
in August 1970 founded the 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Party in the Six Counties, along 
with John Hume, Gerry Fitt, 
Ivan Cooper, Paddy O'Hanlon 
and Auptjn Currie. 

Paddy, now aged 69, was 
born in Lady Street on the 
Falls Road and his autobiog-
raphy gives a most interesting 
account of growing up in 
working-class Belfast of the 
1930s and 1940s. His father 
was a strong trade unionist in-
fluenced by socialism, his 
mother an ardent follower of 
Joe Devlin. Idealistic and 
thoughtful, Paddy joined the 
Fianna, l ike many of his 
schoolmates, and in 1942 was 
interned for three years 
without charge or trial by the 
Unionist government under 
the Special Powers Act. 

On his release, he left the 
IRA, threw himself into trade 
unionism, educated himself 
through wide reading in 
politics and literature and in 
1956 hecame a Belfast city 
councillor on behalf of the 
British Labour Party. The 
strong right-wing Catholic 
Action movement of the time 
regarded him as too far to the 
left. They ran a scurrilous cam-
paign against him so that he 
lost his seat two years later. He 
then joined the Nor thern 
Ireland Labour Party, a main-
ly Protestant body, and 
became its leading Catholic 
member. He was elected its 
chairman in 1967 and two 
years later won the Falls seat 
in the Stormont Parliament 
from Harry Diamond. 

Paddy Devlin was one of the 

founders of the Northern 
Ireland Civil Rights Associa-
tion and took part in the first 
civil rights marches. He was 
instrumental with Gerry Fitt, 
in getting British Labour MPs 
to attend the October 5th 1968 
civil rights march in Derry, 
which brought the Northern 
Ireland situation to the atten-
tion of the world when the 
demonstrators were assaulted 
by the RUC on the orders of 
Home Minister Craig. Paddy 
then went on to help the SDLP 
and was Minister for Health 
and Social Services at the Sun-
n ingda le power-shar ing 
executive which the wretched 
Harold Wilson and Merlin 
Rees betrayed after five 
months existence by their 
timidity in the face of the so-
called Ulster Workers Council 
strike of May 1974. 

Whatever one thinks of 
Paddy Devlin's views and 
political career, anyone inter-
ested in Northern Irish politics 
will find useful lessons in this 
story. His comment on his 
ministerial experience with 
civil servants might well be ap-
plied to those who drafted the 
Major-Reynolds joint declara-
tion before Christmas. He 
describes "the ploys and 
machinations of these clever 
civil servants at work." 

He shares the view of the 
Ir ish Democrat 's former 
edi tor , the late Desmond 
Greaves, that the real tragedy 
of the civil rights movement 
was that it didn't take off a few 
years earlier than it did, under 
the auspices of the Labour 
movement, before Paisley had 
got as much momentum be-
h ind him and before 
nationalist patience with the 
Stormont regime had totally 
run out. 

After the fall of the Sun-
ningdale Executive Paddy 
Devlin became increasingly 
critical of the SDLP as too 
nationalistic and socially con-
servative. The rupture came 
when John Hume announced 
in 1977 that he was going to 
s tand for election to the 
European Par l iament two 

years later on a pro-European 
platform, "a view that was ab-
solutely different from mine," 
comments Devlin. 

Paddy Devlin resigned. His 
resignation statement con-
tained the following: 

"Our behaviour on entry to 
the EEC was simply reprehen-
sible. We issued statements at 
the time of the referendum in 
favour of entry and allowed 
advertisements, which we did 
not pay for, to be published in 
newspapers in which voters 
were promised 'steak and kid-
ney pie in the sky.' The pie in 
the sky did not materialise, nor 
was anyone seized w i t h 
remorse over the fraudulent 
nature of the publicity cam-
paign-

Looking back on his break 
with the party he had helped 
found, he writes: "On reflec-
tion, I regret the way events 
ended. It was a most unworthy 
squabble in which I was not 
the innocent party. I had noth-
ing to be proud of in the ex-
changes." 

It is a tribute to the big-hear-
tedness of a thoroughly decent 
man that Paddy Devlin could 
pass such a judgement on his 
own actions. In retrospect it is 
a pity he broke with the SDLP. 
He would have been a useful 
counterweight to the social 
conservatism and middle class 
nationalism that has made that 
pa r ty ever more closely 
resemble the old Nationalist 
Party it displaced. Paddy is 
surely mistaken in thinking 
that after 1969 there was room 
in six county politics for a 
cross-community Labour 
Party that could un i t e 
Catholics and Protestants on 
economic and social issues, 
without tackling the national 
question. This after all had 
been the illusion of the NILP. 

It is sad to hear Paddy Dev-
lin tell us he has gone blind. 
This book shows he can use 
words to give sight to others. 
He should write more. He 
must have many more human 
stories that he could not in-
clude in this fine autobiog-
raphy. 

MAY 21 1974: Troops —TTra n 
away from the official trade union back-to-work marchers 
at Belfast docks. -< 

Strike against democracy 

Bohemian boys 
David Granville reviews 
The Boys: A Biography of 
Michael MacLlammoIr 
and Hilton Edwards. By 
Christopher Fitz-Simon. 
Nick Hern Books. £17.99. 
Hbk. 

THIS IS a fascinating and 
scholarly double biography of 
Michael MacLiammoir and 
long-time companion Hilton 
Edwards, "the Boys" whose 
outstanding contribution to 
the dramatic arts in Ireland 
over nearly five decades won 
them both national and inter-
national acclaim. 

In 1928 they founded the 
Gate Theatre, bring what the 
author describes as a kaleido-

scopic cross-section of modern 
European and American 
drama to Ireland's capital. 

Outward looking at a time 
of relative cultural isolation, 
they rapidly gained a reputa-
tion, first in Ireland and then 
later abroad, for their eclectic 
repertoire and innovative ap-
proach to active, production 
and design. 

A fluent Gaelic speaker, 
MacLiammoir was also 
responsible for founding 
Ireland's first Gaelic theatre in 
Galway and wrote several im-
portant works in the Irish lan-
guage. 

After his death in 1978, it 
was discovered that, like Ed-
wards, MacLiammoir - whose 
real name was Alfred 
Willmore, was in fact English 

and had learnt to speak Gaelic 
in London. 

Hilton Edwards was to be-
come RTE's first director of 
drama after its establishment 
in 1961, a post which he left to 
direct MacLiammoir's The im-
portance of being Oscar, which 
became a resounding interna-
tional success. 

Their openly homosexual 
relat ionship and, at t imes 
bohemian lifestyle, seems to 
have caused little more than a 
few raised eyebrows, while 
their commitment to develop-
ing the dramatic arts in Ireland 
and prodigious talents en-
sured their elevation to the 
ranks of Ireland's literary and 
artistic establishment. 

A compelling story, well 
told. 

Alex R e i d reviews 
14 May Days by Don 
A n d e r s o n . Gil l and 
MacMillan £7.99 pbk 

The even t s which took 
place over the last 
for tnight in May 1974 

were among the most tragic 
political actions taken by a 
group of workers over the last 
20 years. It was a reminder to 
all of us in the labour move-
ment that not all strikes are 
progressive. 

This was not a strike caused 
by a dispute over wages and 
conditions, but undoubtedly a 
politically reactionary state-
ment by unionists attempting 
to defend their hegemonic 
power over Northern Ireland. 

The 14 May Days described 
in this excellent book, when 
loyalist paramilitaries and 
their political counterparts or-
chestrated a political strike 
against the power-sharing ex-
ecutive in Stormont (the "ex-
periment that nearly worked" 
according to the book's cover) 
and ultimately against British 
government policy itself, was a 
landmark event in modern 
Irish history. 

The so-called Ulster 
Workers' Council strike was a 
significant show of strength on 
the part of the unionists and 
was a contrast to the weak 
response of the Labour 
government who failed to 
respond adequately to one of 
the most powerful expressions 
of the Unionist veto ever seen. 

Anderson, a BBC journalist 
in Belfast at the time, provides 
a great ins ight into these 
events, recalling the issues 
which made the news at the 
time as well as using first hand 
accounts to describe the secret 
meetings of the UWC, the 
dialogue taking place behind 
the scenes at Stormont and the 

role of British and Irish 
politicians. 

It is the days of the strike 
itself which are the main focus 
of Anderson's book. The tac-
tics used by the strikers -
roadblocks, shut-outs, harass-
ment , and in some cases 
serious assault of workers at-
tempting to carry on working. 
Some loyalists went further 
and at least four people were 
killed as a direct result of the 
strike and other instances of 
bomb attacks targeting busi-
nesses which attempted to stay 
open. 

This book reads at times 
like a very good political and 
journalistic account of the 
strike and at other times like a 
gripping populist thriller, so 
bizarre and fast moving were 
the events taking place. 
Anderson himself admits that 
this is no academic study or 
thesis but is simply an account 
of the unfolding events as he 
saw them. Nevertheless, the 
analysis of modern-day 
Unionism and the driving for-
ces behind it, which Anderson 
so clearly provides, will be a 
welcome contribution to our 
understanding of that some-
times misunderstood section 
of the Irish community. 

The final statement in the 
book shows that, despite past 
tragedies caused by unionist 
politicians and paramilitaries, 
they do still have a roie to play 
in a future united Ireland and 
they have to wake up to this 
reality. As Anderson points 
out, "the difference between 
the Irish republ ic and 
everywhere else in the world 
for Ulster Protestants is that 
the Irish republic actively 
wan t s them under agreed 
terms. . . It has been forgotten 
that Protestant orange was 
deliberately incorporated as 
one of the colours of the Irish 
tricolour. It never was part of 
the flag of the United Kingdom 
and never will be". 

IRISH SONGS 

Banna Strand 

"No signal answers from the shore," Sir Roger sadly said, 
"No comrades hers to welcome me, alas they must be dead, 
But I must do my duty and at once I mean to land." 
So In a boat he pulled ashore to lonely Banna Strand 

The Germans were lying there with rifles in galore, 
Up came a British ship and spoke "No Germans reach the 
shore; ? 
You are our Empire's enemy, and so we bid you stand 
No German foot shall e'er pollute the lonely Banna Strand" 

Thejj sailed for Ctya^town Harbour. Said the Germans, 

The British are ourrhaiters man to man and gun for gun, 
We've twenty thousand rifles here, but they never will reach 
land 
We'll sink them all and bid farewell to lonely Banna Strand." 

f r 
They took Sir Roger prisoner and sailed for London town 
And in the tower they laid him as a traitor to the Crown 
Said he, "I am no traitor,'' but his trial he had to stand 
For bringing German rifles to the lonely Banna Strand. 

'Twas in an English prison that they laid him to his death 
"Im dying for my country," he said with his last breath; 
He's buried in a prison yard far from his native land; 
The wild waves sing his requiem on the lonely Banna 
Strand. 

Will you go, lassie, go? 
Oh, the s u m m e r time is coming and the trees are 
sweetly blooming, 
And the wi ld mountain t hyme grows around the 
blooming heather 
Will you go, lassie go? 

And well all go together to pluck the wild mountain 
thyme, 
All a round the blooming heather , 
Will you g o lassie go? 

I will bui ld m y love a tower near yon crystal fountain, 
And on it I will pile all the f lowers of the mountain. 
Will you go, lassie go? 

If my t rue love she were gone, I would surely find 
another, •"* * 
Where wi ld mountain thyme grows around the 
blooming heather , 
Will you go, lassie, go? 

Joe Hill 
'Twas on Good Friday morning before the month of May 

A German ship was signslling beyond there in the bay 
We'ye twenty thousand rifles here, all ready for to land 

But no answering signal came from the lonely Banna Strand 
i ; ' : ' i • 

A motor car was dashing through the early gloom 
A^tjjfcjlen crash and In the stream they went to meet their 

Two Irish lads lay cjying there just like their hopes so grand, 
They could not give the signal now from lonely Banna 
Strand. 

r t» 

FOUR PROVINCES BOOKSHOP 
244 Grays Inn Road, 

London WC1X 8JK 
Tel: 071833 3022 
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Irish books, periodicals, tapes 
Beautiful 1995 Ireland calendars £2.50 + 50p p&p 

Celtic Christmas cards 40p each 
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I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night, al ive as you and 
me. 
Says I, "But Joe you ' re ten years dead," 
"I never d ied ," says he, "I never d ied ," says he. 

"In Salt Lake, Joe, by God" says I, him standing by 
my bed, 
"They f ramed you o n a murder charge," 
Says Joe "But I ain't dead." Says Joe, "But I ain't 
dead." 

"The copper bosses killed you Joe. They shot you 
Joe," says I. 
'Takes more than guns to kill a man,' 
Says Joe, 1 didn't d ie says Joe 'I didnt die.' 

And standing there as big as life, and smil ing with his 
eyes, 
Joe says "What they forgot to kill, 
Went on to organise, went on to organise.' 

7 o e Hill ain't dead' he says to me, 'Joe Hill ain't 
never died. 
Where working men are out on strike, 
Joe Hill is at their side.' 

From San Diego u p to Maine, in every mine and mill 
Where workers strike and organise, 
Says he, You'll f ind Joe Hill says he, -You'll f ind Joe 
Hill. 

Love is pleasin' 
Love is pleasin and love is teaSin' 
And loves a pleasure when first it is new; 
But as love grows older, at length grows colder, 
And fades away l ike the morning dew. 

I left my mother, I left my father, 
I left my brother and my sisters, too, 
left my home and m y kind relations, 
left them all for the love of you. 

If Id a-knowed before I courted, 
That love had a-been such a killin' crime 
I'd a-locked my heart in a box of gold, 
And tied it up wi th a silver twine. 

Chorus 

Join the Connolly Association! 
The Connolly Association Is the premier Irish 
organisation in Britain campaigning for civil liberties 
and fair employment in the Six Counties and for a repeal 
of the British claim to sovereignty over Northern 
Ireland. Membership costs a mere £10 a year (£12 for 
couples, £6 unwaged couples and £5 for individual 
students, unemployed and pensioners) and includes a 
free subscription to the Irish Democrat 

NAME • 

ADDRESS 

Postcode 

I enclose a donation of £ towards the campaign 

L J 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

THE COST OF WAR 

IMPERIAL ECONOMICS _ _ "I am not saying they are 
going overnight. It would take at least 25 years, but I 
believe the decision has been taken and the process 
begun. Britain now regards Northern Ireland as finan-
cially draining, strategically redundant and an 
international embarrassment" Former Irish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Peter Barry in an interview in the 
Cork Examiner. 

IMPERIALISM LIVES "The (British) Government 
should stop talking to the Dublin Government about 
how the province (sic) should be governed. The 
government of Northern Ireland should be put on a 
comparable basis with the rest of the United 
Kingdom, and not run as if it were a colony waiting to 
be handed over to the government of a foreign 
country." Norman Lamont's advice to the British 
cabinet Dally Telegraph. 
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net stationed in Northern i army pereonr 
Ireland. The army has six resident battalions, six 
short tour battalions and six Roysl Irish Regiment 
battalions. The RAF hss 1,100 and the navy 250. 

SOMEBODY ELSE S HUSBAND "Every time a sol-
dier gets shotor attacked In Northern Ireland, me and 
the kids watch the news and listen out for the area the 
eoldier was in. When it's not my husband's area, we 
just switch off." Joanna, a corporal wife. Independent 
on Sunday 

THE COST _ The cost of the military operation In 
Northern Ireland last yssr was £477m. MI5 hss-
devoted half its resources, some 2,000 officers, with 
a budget in excess of £150m to what they proclaimed 
as "the most serious threat to our national security". 
Additionally the Anti-Terrorist Squad has had nearly 
100 officers with a large civilian backup team. The 
Guardian. NB: It cost the Irish taxpsyer over £200 
million per year to patrol the Irish border with Britsin. 
According to the Guardian, the Brits received over 
14,500 manhours of cover from the Irish army and 
police while they Were en border manoeuvres. The 
question: is who paid for this cover? 

POPULATION TRENDS The nationalist community 
in Northern Ireland should have new-found con-
fidence in the future. They number 42 per cent of the 
six county population and their children make up 
over 50 per cent of all the Nl children. The Inde-
pendent on Sunday has reported Ian Paisley as 
urging his followers to "get out and breed." NB: The 
population of the six counties is growing by 0.8 per ^ 
cent each year. However, half of this is lost by emigra-
tion. If emigration is reduced then the Irish view will 
predominate within two decades. 

LOOK TO T HE FUTURE _ _ _ _ _ _ "British policy has failed in 
Ireland. It has failed to defeat the desire for freedom, 
it has failed to satisfy the Unionists. It has tailed to 
bring peace... The Unionist leadership must look to 
the future, to stand on its own feet to lead its people 
forward, independent of the veto which can be taken 
away." Gerry Adams in The Guardian 

According to a report by 
icester the IRA Bishopsgato 

bombing displaced over 20,000 workers and 
generated a repair bill of at least £350m. Also accord-
ing to the same source the IRA claimed over 1,060 
incidents In England alone In 1992. The report recom-
mended that the city should be ringed with steel at a 
cost of £100m (maintenance cost of £25m). "Terrorist 
Threat to Safe Shopping". Centre for the Study of 
Public Order. University of Leicester. £10.00 

THE TORY YEARS 10 per cent of Britons - over 5.6 
million are receiving income support Half of them are 
receiving wages below the poverty line. In the last 3 
years the number of people claiming income support 
has increased from 4.2 million to 5.6 million. It is 
known that many do not claim their entitlement 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

It was a far more serious offence to kill a woman than a man 

Sexual harassment in ancient Ireland 

I HAVE, on more than one 

occasion, a r g u e d that it 
might ha ve been better for an 

independent Ireland to have 
thrown out the English law 
system tout ensemble in 1922 
and gone back to its ancient 
Irish law system and re-estab-
lished its sp i r i t and 
perceptions (not, of course, its 
specifics) as the law of the land. 

It is not that the laws of the 
Fenechus, more popularly the 
Brehon Law, were the perfect 
system, as we perceive society 
today, but they were a com-
paratively progressive system 
when compared to Greek, 
Roman or other contemporary 
European systems. 

No where is this displayed 
than in matters relating to 
women. While in ancient 
Greece and Rome, women had 
severely limited rights - in-
deed, no political rights what-
soever - in Ireland they fared 
far better. Among the Anglo-
Saxons, the woman's position 
was summed up in a line in the 
Exeter Book gnomic verses: "a 
w o m a n ' s place is at her 
embroidery". That is, women 
of rank - for such was the 
hardship of w o m e n of the 
lower classes and the slave 
classes of Anglo- Saxon society 
that they barely made it into 

their thir t ies. U n d e r the 
Brehon system, once a female 
reached the "age of choice") at 
14 years, they were expected to 
have a further 40 years (that is 
until she is 54 years old) when 
"it is right that she should be in 
her youth." 

Ireland's laws relating to 
women were unique. Let me 
hasten to say that I am not in 
any way idealising the situa-
tion; it had its faults, but, in any 
history of women ' s role in 
society, the position of women 
in ancient Ireland is worthy of 
consideration. 

The tradition is that the 
Irish law system w a s first 
gathered in oral form under 
the semi-legendary king Ol-
lamh Fodhla in the 8th Century 
BC and its f i rs t known 
codification, af ter a 9-man 
commission had sat for several 
years, was in AD 438. 

In these ancient Irish laws, 
there are lengthy tracts on the 
position of women and it may 
come as a su rp r i se to our 
modern society that there is a 
series of laws on sexual harass-

ment. Even verbal assaults on 
w o m e n were regarded as 
ser ious 1,500 years ago in 
Ireland. There is a wide range 
of verbal assaults ranging from 
mock ing her appea rance , 
publicising a physical blemish 
to even coining a denigrating 
nickname. 

When it came to physical 
harassment , the Irish laws 
were tough. The Bretha Nemed 
Toisech states tha t the full 
honour price of a woman must 
be paid to her if a man at-
tempts to kiss her against her 
will. Similarly, if a man at-
tempted to interfere with the 
women's clothing. According 
to the Cdin Adomndin, an addi-
tion to the laws in the 7th Cen-
tury AD, a man had to pay a 
fine of 10 ounces of silver for 
touch ing a w o m a n in a 
familiar way or attempting to 
put his hand inside her girdle. 
The fine for putting his hand 
under her dress was 7 cumals -
a cumal was the equivalent to 
the value of three milch cows 
so one can see that this was a 
heavy fine. 

The really serious area of of-
fences was, naturally, rape. 
And early Irish law distin-
guished between two different 
types of rape although both en-
tailed the same penalities. For-
cor was forcible rape. This was 
rape by violent means with 
possible physical injury to the 
victim. The second form of 
rape was sleth which covers all 
situations, apart from a violent 
attack covered by forcor, in 
which a women was subjected 
to sexual intercourse against 
her consent. For example, sleth 
was the charge if a woman was 
drunk and the man took ad-
vantage. A triad refers to a 
sleith tre mescai or 'taking ad-
vantage of her when drunk'. 
An early glossator suggests 
that sleth was also the charge if 
the woman was seduced by 
flattery. Sleth was also the 
charge if a woman was very 
tired and the man took ad-
vantage. 

As I have previously stated 
(Irish Democrat, July, 1993 -
'Brehon Ways of Justice') the 
basis of the penalities given in 
Irish law was not revenge but 
compensation. Compensation 
of the victim was far more im-
portant than mere punishment 
of the perpetrator and this is 
what makes Celtic law (for the 
same concept lies in the Welsh 
Laws of Hywel Dda) progres-
sive. Therefore , the main 
penalty was payment of com-
pensation, the well-defined 
honour price. The rapist had to 
pay and, indeed, if the woman 
became pregnant then the 
rap is t became f inancial ly 
responsible for the rearing of 
the child. 

The honour price of all 
citizens, including kings and 
chieftains, was, in both the 
matter of compensation for 
killing and for rape, a standard 
rate of 7 cumals. We must also 
take into account the lack of 
absolute private ownership in 
early Irish society, so a stand-
ard rate for everyone makes 
sense. 

Marriage by capture and 
rape was accepted in ancient 
Rome and, indeed, until recent 
times in Sicily, rape was a so-
cially acceptable method of ac-
quiring a wife. In the ancient 
Irish laws this method was 
also observed though it was 
not as brutal as the Roman or 
Sicilian method for the woman 
had to give her assent to the 
intercourse. The Cdin Lanamna, 
the main text on marriage, ac-
tually lists 9 types of sexual 
union of which linamnas eicne 
n6 sleithe or marriage by rape 
or stealth is listed. If the kin of 
an under-aged female did not 
agree with her choice of suitor, 
then one of the ways of obtain-
ing marriage was by 'rape'; 
that is an agreed sexual inter-
course . Though this was 
regarded as being of nature 
criminal, if the remtale had 
agreed then it was technically 
obse rved as 'mar r iage by 
rape'. We find in Irish sagas 

some lasting marriages arriv-
ing from such unions. For ex-
ample in Esttada Tige Buchet, 
Cormac rapes Ei thne 
Thoebfota and makes her his 
queen. 

There were other ways of 
young lovers getting together, 
howeve r , which are not 
regarded as criminal. Union by 
abduction, lanamnas foxail, was 
merely the method of elop-
m e n t while lanamnas taidi 
union by secret visiting was 

another . However, if such 
elopment took place, her assets 
were held until she reached the 
age of consent. 

Now, of course, the law was 
not weighted entirely in favour 
of women and in the Corpus 
luris Hibernici, edited by D.A. 
Binchey, in 1978, Professor 
Binchey points to 8 categories 
of women who received no 
redress if subjected to rape. 
Most of the categories are 
promiscuous or adul terous 
women. A prostitute, for ex-
ample, or a married woman 
who agreed to a secret meeting 
with another man. 

If a woman does not lodge 
her complaint of rape with the 
authorities within three days 
or tries to conceal the fact that 
she has been raped then she 
forfeits her right to compensa-
tion. If she is assaulted in a 
town or where there are people 
within the vicinity, then she is 
legally obliged to try to call for 
help. 

Of course, this does not 
apply if the attack occured in a 
wilderness although the law 
texts give some good advice: 
'three darknesses into which 
women should not go; the 
darkness of mist, the darkness 
of a forest, the darkness of 
night'. This, by the way, was 
not a prohibition under law, 
simply advice, for there is no 
evidence that a woman raped 
under these cicumstances lost 
her right to legal redress. 

The ultimate crime against 

women was, as with men, the 
crime of murder. It was con-
sidered under Irish law a far 
more serious offence to kill a 
woman than to kill a man. 

As Roman Chr is t iani ty 
began to take its hold in 
Ireland the idea of compensa-
tion began to turn to the con-
cept of revenge. The Cdin 
Adomndin, the laws added to 
the Brehon system at the 
Synod of Birr in AD 697, laid 
d o w n some very heavy 

penalities which were alien to 
earlier Celtic attitudes. The 
murderer first has a hand and 
foot cut off and then is put to 
death while his relatives have 
to pay the trie or honour price 
of the dead woman. Whether 
the influence of the Church 
succeeded in making this 
punishment the normal form is 
in doubt as, in practice, most 
murderers seemed to have 
simply lost their civil rights for 
14 years, haying to work to 
compensa te society, p lus 
paying twice the honour price 
of the woman (14 cumals) to her 
next of kin. Compensation is 
more sensible than simple 
revenge. 

As a comparison, if a 
woman committed murder, 
even after the enactment of the 
Cain Adomndin, she was never 
put to death, although in the 
most serious cases it was an-
nounced that woman had been 
guilty fuidir cinad o muir (of an 
offence from the sea). Now this 
meant that the guilty was set 
adrift in an open boat and if 
washed ashore whoever 
found them had the right to 
take them into servitude. The 
p u n i s h m e n t is ment ioned 
more in the canon law texts of 
Ireland rather than in the pre-
Christian material. 

The most famous example 
of this form of punishment ap-
plied not to a woman but to a 
man named Mac Cuill of 
Ulster, a robber and murderer, 
who was set adrift and washed 
ashore on the Isle of Man. 
Christian monks claimed him 
and he converted and even-
tually became a bishop there 
becoming, from a distortion of 
his name, St. Maughold. « 

The Cain Adomndin states 
that if a woman commits mur-
der then she is put into a boat 
with one paddle and a vessel of 
gruel and set adrift on an off-
shore wind. Her judgement is 
then left to God. Murder, in-
cidentally, induded fingal or 
kin-slaying - that is if she en-
compassed the death of any of 
her family including her hus-
band. 

One of the main reasons for 
a woman murdering her hus-
band in many societies, even 
until recent times, was the lack 
of divorce. Caught in a mar-
riage in which husbands were 
feudal masters, the woman 
was pushed into a position 
where she saw no other way 
out of an intolerable situation 
than to kill. 

In ancient Ireland imscarad 
or divorce was permitted for 
many reasons . The Cdin 
Lanamna is the text which deals 
with this and in particular the 
division of the property at the 
time of divorce. The share out 
depended on the amount of 
property bought into the mar-
riage by each partner and, in-
terest ingly enough, the 
proportion of household work 
each partner did (aurgnam). 

The woman had the right of 

divorce in many cases. If the 
husband had an affair with 
another woman; if he failed to 
support her; if she found that 
she has been tricked into a 
marriage by false promises; or, 
if the husband uses physical 
violence against her . 
Homosexuality or impotency 
are causes for divorce. If the 
man is found to be boasting to 
his friends in the local tavern, 
or elsewhere, of the intimate 
details of his love-making, a 
woman may divorce him. 

Of course, conversely the 
man has 7 grounds whereby 
he may also divorce his wife. 
Unfa i th fu lnes s , persis tent 
thieving, inducting an abor-

tion of herself without consult-
ing him, killing her children 
and acting in a way which 
brings shame on the family. 

As well as divorce, ancient 
Irish law even recognised a 
form of legal separation and 
there are 11 circumstances in 
which a married couple may 
legally separate without fine 
or penalty from either of the 
partners. Most of these are 
natural separations. Others re-

! la te to f o r m s of incom-
patability. 

One type of separation, of a 
temporary nature, is that both 
partners may go away for a 
while to seek a child if either 
partner is infertile. The wife of 
an infertile husband, if she 
does not wish to divorce over 
this situation, may leave him 
so that she may become preg-
nant by another man. In such 
cases the resultant child is 
legally t rea ted as the 
husband's. This is, of course, 
done with the full knowledge 
and approval of both partners. 
Similarly, the man may seek 
another woman to have a child 
by and again the child is raised 
within the marriage. 

One should add of course 
that the divorces and separa-
tions under the law must be 
w i th just cause . If e i ther 
partner is frivilous about leav-
i n g they a r e classed as 
'absconders from the law of 
marriage'. Even in cases where 
a man or woman had adequate 
grounds for divorce, if they do 
not go through the proper 
legal procedures and recog-
nised period of time, (ria ri 
techtai) then they are fined. The 
woman's fine was die value of 
he r coibche or bride-price or 
dowry. 
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