The man who believed in liberation
theology 50 years before the
priests of Latin America
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SINN FEIN

Conor Foley
• R E P U B L I C A N appeals
• • K for peace could not be
I I heard above "the deadly sound of gunfire"leading
Sinn F£in member Jim Gibney said last month.
Speaking at the party's annual
Wolfe
Tone
commemoration
in

B o d e n s t o w n , he w a r n e d
republicans against "burying themselves in bunkers"
and asked: "Does this reality
mean that republicans are
trapped inside a complex
w e b of of struggle f r o m
wh^ch they can't, or won't,
emerge; hostages to an immediate past because of all the
pain suffering and commitm e n t ; to past v i e w s
expressed trenchantly which

in time solidified into unyielding principles?
"Does this reality mean
that r e p u b l i c a n s are incapable of recognising that
there is a different world to
the one that existed in the
mid-'60s or that they ignore
the more recent c h a n g e s
sweeping across the globe?
The answer cannot be found
in
the
monosyllabic
response: No."

for a united and independent

Republican thinking had
evolved in the last 10 years,
he said, and they accepted
the pressing need for peace,
"The British government's
departure must be proceeded
b y a sustained period of
peace and will arise out of
negotiations". Republicans
could be legitimately ineluded in these, bet only as a
minor party. T h i s is not 1921
and we don't represent a

Ireland

government in waiting. We
are not standing in the airport lounge waiting to be
flown to Chequers or
Leinster House ... we are
idealists not fools."
Mr Gibney went on to
point out that the discussion
document Towards A Lasting
Peace
s p e l t out t h e i r
proposals for a demilitarisation of Ireland followed by
eventual British withdrawal.

•

Price 40p

But British disengagement,
he said, remained the cornerstone of republican belief.
"Until such time as those in
power come around to this
reality then it is our job to
develop the s t r u g g l e for
freedom. The pace and manner in which we do so will
have an effect on those who
are at present reluctant to
embrace the r e p u b l i c a n
analysis."

TALKS

Martin Moriarty
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HEY'VE gone
on longer than
e v e r y o n e expected
they
would, and now
it looks like the talks between
the
four
six-county constitutional
parties and the London
and Dublin governments
are moving inexorably
towards a return to Stormont as part of a new
British-Irish agreement
which could introduce
joint a u t h o r i t y over
Northern Ireland.
Already a "Strand
Three formation" meeting has b e e n h e l d in
London and "Strand
T w o " talks m a y even
have started by the time
you read this.
But there lias been no
further forward movement on the deadlocked
"Strand One" talks, with
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E D I T O R I A L

Popular opposition to
Union widespread says National
Platform for Democracy

Over their

heads
CCORDING to The Irish Times
newspaper, and confirmed by a senior
party source, Labour would have been
prepared to share power over Northern
Ireland with Dublin, had it won the last

A

election.
The scheme would not have contradicted
Labour's policy of seeking io achieve a united
Ireland by winning unionist consent since the
party has made it clear it considers some form of
a devolved assembly necessary in the short term.
What is new, on one reading of the scheme, is
the implication that there could have been a
change in the north of Ireland's constitutional
status over the heads of the unionist parties. If
Dublin were to have been granted genuine power
then Britain would have had to amend its claim
to absolute sovereignty over Northern Ireland.
Legislation for the territory presumably would
need to have been ratified in the Dail, Irish civil
servants would have sat in the Northern Ireland
Office and the two governments would have
jointly decided security policy.
But here's the rub. The Hillsborough Accord
specifies no change in Northern Ireland's constitutional status without the consent of its
majority unionist population. Labour claims that
its scheme would not have contradicted this and,
according to The Irish Times, preferred to use
words like "responsibility" rather than
"sovereignty".
The plan would only been implemented in the
event of the current talks breaking down and
these would have been continued on exactly the
same basis as present.
From a unionist perspective the last reassurance is meaningless. If the present talks break
down then Direct Rule from London continues
and the unionists can have another chance at persuading the British of the merits of integration.
This is why they are currently not under any
presssure to compromise. With Labour's
proposals hanging over them, their position
would have been completely different.
But what was Labour proposing? Joint
sovereignty means constitutional change but anything less implies continuing the status quo.
Dublin has already been granted a consultative
role by the Hillsborough Accord. They can make
representations and Britain can decide whether
/
or not to listen. Patrick Mayhew demonstrated
the contempt he feels for Dublin's opinions
when he was Attorney General. Those with short
memories may argue that a Labour government
would have been more sympathetic but this does
not excuse the denial of Irish democracy.
Britain's apologists tend to confuse the distinct issues of her constitutional claim over part
of Ireland and legitimate Protestant fears about
re-unification. Advocates of Irish democracy
argue that only once the first has been challenged
can the second be seriously addressed. It is
against that bench-mark that any new proposals
should be measured.
CF

REFERENDUM

Democrat reporter
V\7ien youthful fire was in
my blood
I heard how those before me
Had stood for Ireland's
nationhood,
A yet unfinished story.
I little thought 'twould be
my fate
To watch faint-hearted men
Make Ireland, late a semistate,
A province once again.

—Galvvay Anti-Maastriet
Campaign song
HE 30 per cent No vote in
the Republic of Ireland
referendum on the
Maastricht Treaty is a positive
sign of widespread Irish
popular
opposition
to
European Union, the National
Platform for Employment,
Democracy and Neutrality
commented last month.
The low turnout of 55 per
cent was another index of lack
of Irish enthusiasm for the "already doomed project",
according to the platform's
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• SPRING: absurdities written into constitution
ment in defence of national
democracy that is now sweeping across the European
Community".
The Yes majority was
achieved by "a campaign that
without exaggeration can be
described as a virtual rape of
Irish democracy and the constitution by those who should
have been most zealous in its
defence," the platform said.

To be or not to
be Maastricked

The government had used
newspaper and billboard advertising to push for a Yes
vote, which it had not done in
1972. It had sent a misleading
short guide to the treaty to
every household —not done
in '72 or '88. It had used semiemergency legislation to run
broadcasts by the Taoiseach on
the eve of the referendum —
never done before. Non-party
No groups were denied political broadcasts.
Less than 10 of the 168
members in the Ddil opposed
the Treaty. The Labour Party
adopted no official policy on
ratification of the Single
European Act in 1988, but it
joined the '92 Yes coalition
despite its leader Dick Spring
calling the referendum "the
writing of absurdities into the
constitution".
The National Platform is
staying in business to monitor
developments, including the
possibility of a Maastricht
Mark II referendum and "help
advance the f u n d a m e n t a l
democratic issues it has sought
to champion throughout this
campaign."

• WOMEN S VOICES: Labour MP Clare Short (left) and public employees union NUPE Northern Ireland divisional officer
Inez McCormack (centre) listen to Anna McGonlgto, NUPE president and one of five co-authors of a new book of 20th
century Northern Ireland oral history, Women's Voices, at a House of Commons launch last month. Pic: Joanne O'Brien

Irish
ambassador
uproar

CORK

Jim Savage

A

SERIOUS scandal has
come to light with the
revelation that Cork
Southern Health Board madea
£4 million loss last year.
Over-expenditure
is
blamed on private laboratory
work by consultants, the top
earners in the health service, a
select few of whom earn u p to
£200,000 a year, some reaching
the upper limit of £125 million.
A Southern Health Board
report confirms that a working
relationship existed with a
p r i v a t e clinic in Cork unknown to hospital authorities.
It is now admitted that
specialists were earning hi
figures of between £150,
and £200,000.
The declining numbers of
beds in the regional hospital
for medical card-holders can
only be used for accident and
emergency patients due to cutbacks and the price of a private
bed is comparable to that of a
hotel suite.
Private accommodation at
the £30 million hospital now
runs at £112 a night with the
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No return to Stormont

Consultants use
public health for
private profit
patient also liable to a £15 a day
charge in most cases, which
means that the health service is
now being privatised to pay
for the cost of running the system.
Misleading headed notepaper was being sent from the
regional hospital giving the
impression to private business
that it was being billed by the
authority, when in fact it was
the consultants.
Workers who pay national
health contributions are also
treated in the same fashion as
unemployed medical cardholders.
Regional hospital manager
Sean Hurley stated: "Consultants were getting fees for
private work but should be
paying the hospital too." He
would not reveal the amount
involved.
The Southern Health Board
has ordered that the work be
halted pending agreement
with the private clinic on fees.
They apparently suggest that it
is still acceptable for consultants to use the facilities once
the hospital is paid for their
use.
It's time the cash-starved
health board got its act
together.

• From front page
all three unionist parties no
nearer swallowing the SDLPs
formula for a six-strong commission including London,
Dublin and European Community representatives, administering the Six Counties.
The impossibility of squaring that particular circle is
unlikely to sway the British
government from its 20-yearlong struggle to re-establish a
local assembly in Stormont
Castle.
But London has recognised
since the 1985 Hillsborough
Agreement, the need f o r
Dublin involvement in any
new arrangements if they are
to be less internationally embarrassing than the finalyears
of the previous Stormont
regime.
However, it does appear
that campaigning in defence of
the Irish constitution has paid
off to some extent at least with
Foreign Minister David

Democrat reporter

T

HE appointment of 82year-old
William
Fitzgerald as US ambas
sador to Ireland has brought
howls from protest from the
Irish-American community.
The r u m p u s surprises
nobody, given the Dan
Quayle-style gaffes the retired
Corporate executive has already made.
' At a Senate sub-committee
confirmation hearing on 3
June, Mr Fitzgerald confidently claimed that the Maastricht
referendum had already taken
place, and he put his approval
on the record of dialogue between
"unionists
and
loyalists".
In an editorial calling for Mr
Fitzgerald to resign, the Jefferson Smurfit-owned weekly The
Irish Voice, commented: "In a
week when Americans discovered
that
their
vice-president can't spell
potato [Dan Quayle had added
an "e" on the end in front of a
classroom of schoolchildren
and before the nation's
television cameras], IrishAmericans doscovered that
their new a m b a s s a d o r to
Ireland (a) doesn't know what
month it is and (b) can't tell the
difference between loyalists,
unionists and nationalists."

Andrews warning in the Dail
last month that a referendum
on Articles Two and t h r e e
could stir "very strong passions".
He said it would be vital to
ensure that any constitutional
change "would not appear to
be a denial of the tight of
people born or living in Northern Ireland to be Irish." Any
such change would meet "very
considerable opposition," he
predicted.
His remarks may well signal that the Dublin political
establishment is not at all convinced that it could deliver the
deletion of the constitutional
claim to the Six Counties in
some future referendum.
Reports have already indicated that neither Articles Two
and Three nor the conflicting
British claim in t h e 1920
Government of Ireland Act
wiU be on the table of the
"Strand Three" talks.

Best wishes to
•EffiWfV

andKen Keable
I

1SI11I > - 1

from the ConnoUv Association
executive council
Thank you for all the support you have given the
Aaaodation over the years, and sH the beet In your new
home In Countv Waterford
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RUC officer charged with murder of
Cookstown farming student
LETHAL FORCE

Democrat reporter
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joint convenors Raymond
Crotty and Anthony CoughIan.
'The Maastricht Treaty is
legally dead, killed by the
people of Denmark on 2 June,"
the campaigners said. "It is a
pity that the honour of laying
the unquiet ghost of the Treaty
did not fall to the people of
Ireland on 18 June.
"That honour now lies with
some other EC country later
this year, unless the Euopean
political leaders concerned
have the good sense to call off
now this attempt to bully the
Danes," predicted the National Platform, the non-party
anti-federalist
campaign
against European economic
and monetaiy integration.
The joint convenors conceded that the attempts of
Commission president Jacques
Delors, German Chancellor
Kohl and their clients in the
Irish political establishment to
breathe political life into the
corpse of the treaty had been
encouraged by the Irish result.
But they warned that their
attempts would fail in the face
of the "international move-

B R U S S E L S W A T C H
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The longer-established Irish
Echo said the Fitzgerald
blunders would have been
avoided by better State Department briefing, the absence of
which proved that "the Bush
administration pays little heed
to the problems of Ireland Or
the concerns of IrishAmericans".

A

MEMBER of the RUC
was last month charged
with the murder of 19year-old
Cookstown
agricultural student Kevin McGoVern at a hearih& in Belfast
Magistrates Court.
Twenty-seven-year-old
Timothy
Hanley
was
remanded into RUC custody
pending a further court appearance this month.
Kevin McGovern was killed
when he and two fellow students
from
Loughery
Agricultural College walked
into an RUC stakeout in the
nationalist Greenvale estate
last September.
All the signs are that the

RUC had set up a shoot-to-kill
operation in which they intended to trap IRA volunteers
they had been tipped off were
planning an attack.
But when McGovern fled
the RUC undercover unit, he
was shot several times in the
back and without warning, according to witnesses to the
killing.
In an initial statement, the
RUC claimed the young man
had thrown an object at one of
their patrols. But when they
failed to find anything that
might have constituted a
projectile, they changed their
story and claimed McGovern
appeared to have thrown something at them.
The McGovern family, who
have campaigned f o r nine
months for justice to be done,

remain sceptical about the possibilities of the truth emerging
from the court hearings.
• The release from military
c u s t o d y of t h r e e British
paratroopers charged with the
killing of Belfast teenagers
Martin Peake and Karen Reilly
has been condemned by father
of one of the victims.
The men were freed by a
judge last month in order that
they could "spend more time
with their families".
"What system of justice can
allow soldiers charged with
the murder of two children out
of jail so they can enjoy the
company of their families/1
asked Mr Reilly. "What about
the family life that we have
lost? Whatabout the family life
that my daughter will never
know?"
v.,M|"i

initiative
IRISH COMMUNITY

Democrat reporter

T

HE Federation of Irish
Societies unanimously endorsed the Declaration for
Peace in Ireland initiative
launched by a dozen
prominent Iri6h community
activists just before the genneral election at its annual
congress last month.
In the presence of an official
representative of the Irish
government, the Federation
endorsed the declaration's call
on the British government to
work for "a constructive dise n g a g e m e n t from Irish
affaire".
The Federation will now be
circulating the declaration

throughout its n e t w o r k of
societies and clubs.
The initiative was also end o r s e d by last m o n t h ' s
meeting of the Connolly Association executive council.
And the Washington DCbased Irish National Caucus
lias sent transatlantic support
for the British-based initiative
in a lettef from its president, Fr
SeanMcManus.
He said that he believed the
declaration might succeed
where previous attempts had
failed. "Your strength is that
you are Irish people, or concerned non-Irish p e o p l e ,
living, working and voting in
Britain," he said.
But he warned: "Be neither
Tory nor Labour, just as the
Irish National C a u c u s is

n e i t h e r Republican nor
Democrat."
The declaration's sponsors
must have one aim only, he
said— peace and justice in
Ireland. "Remember that
peace must be Pax Hibernia,
not Pax Britannica."
A n d he underlined the
threat to the integrity of the
initiative from "groups, parties a n d governments" in
Ireland who would "try to control you and use your
campaigns for their own party
political interests". That
would be the "kiss of death",
hesaid.
But he a d d e d : "If the
Decalaration for Peace in
Ireland is seen to be a foreign
agent then your potential is

IE PLANS to centralise all key powers of lawmaking
in Brussels are back in the drawing ofnu
fice
•
fic after the Danish electorate's rejection of
the Maastricht Treaty. But there is now consid•
th<
erable
pressure on the Danish government to
era
mount another referendum to obtain a 'yes' vote from
the larger EC member states and the Commission,
which is supposed to remain neutral regarding the internal affairs of member states.
Talk of 'closing the democratic deficit', especially
from Germany as the largest member of the EC, is exposed as nonsense. The idea that a member state, especially smaller member states, can influence the EC is
shown as a sham.
The tactic by both Irish and British governments is
to give the impression that the process of ratification
is still valid. This is to keep the momentum going to
salvage as much of Maastricht as possible.
Ireland's referendum result does not revalidate the
Maastricht Treaty. But it
does require those opposed
to the aims and objects of
European Union and Eurofederalism to renew their efforts to deny the EC the
powers it seeks. The
democratic decision of the
Danish electorate to reject
Maastricht needs to be
defended and is important
for progress in these islands. The longer the
Danish decision remains,
the greater the time to raise
mass opposition to
Maastricht and keep these
plans blocked.

'The longer
the Danish
decision
remains,
the greater
the time to
raise mass
opposition'

In Britain the government dares not bring the
Maastricht Bill back to the floor of the House of Commons. The so-called ratification process has been put
off till the autumn, after a three-month recess in which
there can be no parliamentary opposition.
The Irish campaign against Maastricht included the
fact the treaty is dead. We in Britain should recognise
the right of Denmark to reject Maastricht and avoid a
campaign or call for a referendum as though the
Maastricht treaty were still valid. The other danger to
heed is the change of tack by Labour leaders who now
say the 'possibility of a referendum should not be
ruled out'. Their current policy calls for a renegotiation of the treaty where the next step will be for a
referendum which puts only the question of renegotiation. This has to be rejected.
Britain is president of the European Council from 1
July till 31 December 1992. This provides an opportunity to raise the level of understanding about
Maastricht amongst the electorate and especially
among organisations of the working class.
The key points to put across include the need to
defend what independence and democracy we have to
provide the opportunity for jobs to be kept and
created in Britain to be retained. This is to enable a future progressive government to correct the current
serious economic problems. This would have to be
done by curbing the export of capital, setting up a massive-investment in manufacturing industries and
rebuilding die welfare state and health service. All
these necessary measures would involve breaking
countless rales in the Maastricht Treaty.
A vigorous *nd vocal campaign uniting all those opposed to Maastricht can easily keep it blocked.
To enable an understanding of the complex subject
the following publications are available post free from
the Campaign against Euro-federalism at 57 Green
Lane, Merseyside L45 8JQ:
Q Discussion pamphlet • Britain and European Union:
Democracy or Superstate? 75p
• Text of Maastricht Treaty £2 (this is best read with
the Rome Treaty and Single European Act but not absolutely essential]
Q Text of Treaty on European Union - combining the
Rome Treaty, Single European Act and Maastricht
TKMty&SO
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OBODY believes the newspapers any more,
but do they believe what they see and hear on
TV? Even that is doubtful. A recent Panorama
TV report on the hero of the British army,
Brian Nelson by name, the famous informer
paid by the army to spy on the UDA and set up the killing of Catholics, left one in some doubt.
It is not what they tell you but what they leave out.
Were they frightened by the threat of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act which Channel Four received the previous month? Self-censorship is perhaps the safest bet
for a British TV station if it wants to have its licence
renewed.
We are talking about a part of the "United Kingdom"
where nearly 3,000 people have been killed and 32,000
injured. The area is under virtual military rule running
at an annual cost to the British taxpayer of £6.5 billionplus. The Daily Telegraph in the same week told us, in a
cry of victory, that since the SAS announced their
presence in Northern Ireland in 1976 they have exterminated over 36 members of the IRA but have never
killed any loyalists.
What they do not tell us is how many of these alleged terrorists (the dead receive no trial) were sub-contracted out to the local Inkatha, to Brian Nelson the
British army informer and intelligence officer for the
UDA. He is reported to have been paid an initial £2,000
signing on contract fee, which he used as a deposit for a
house, and thereafter £200 a week.
When Nelson was arrested he had over 1,100
photomontages of potential victims in a cardboard box.
He asked that these be handed over to the British army,
not the RUC. Panorama revealed that former Secretary
of State Tom King had "acted" to protect Nelson who
was arrested over 18 months ago during the Stevens inquiry. Somebody had to be sacrificed, and he was indicted with 20 charges of terrorism and five of
conspiracy to murder. Nelson admitted most of the charges, but at the request of the Crown, additional charges,
including two of murder, were set aside to be pursued
only with the court's leave. This will ensure that he
keeps his gob shut.
The legally anonymous Colonel "J" of Army Intelligence, who was allowed to speak, in court, on behalf
of this killer, stated: "He was torn between the requirements of gaining the confidence of this terrorist organisation while at the same time he had to satisfy the
requirements of his handlers to provide information."
He had been instructed to "limit their murderous activity."
The loyal British media reported the case in true
English fashion. The Financial Times even stated on the
front page that the Ulster Defence Association was "outlawed". Nobody revealed that the UDA "the terrorist organisation" is a legal paramilitary organisation. In fact
it is the largest private army in Europe. Nelson was the
intelligence officer responsible for targeting and exterminating political opponents from photographs and information supplied by the RUC. The blatant impression
was given that Nelson was saving lives.
His pleas of guilty ensured that questions about why
the Army did not act to prevent the killing of several
Catholics by loyalist terrorists were left unanswered.
Nelson was sentenced to a nominal 10 years. With full
remission he will be free in four years. It is assumed
that like others he will be resettled in Canada. But will
his army handlers ever let him go? And will the British
media ever tell the full story? That is the question.
• PETER MULLIGAN

KELLY'S HEROES

CONOR FOLEY
explains why he
is still watching
events north of
the border
O T H Peter Latham
a n d Sean McLaren
avoid
simplistic
equations of Scottish
and Irish nationalism
in their contributions to last
month's Irish Democrat. They
are right to point out the diff e r e n c e s in their colonial
experiences and warn against
relying on a Scottish battering
ram to break up the United
Kingdom state.
But Scotland is a nation. Its
history and culture are significantly distinct to have a
claim on i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
should it wish to exercise that
right to self-determination.
The demand for a Scottish
p a r l i a m e n t is a s i m p l e
democratic one. It is backed by
the vast majority of Scottish
people and arises from their
frustration at 13 years of Tory
misrule. Such a parliament
would attempt to pursue the
collectivist, redistributive
policies that the majority of
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Scots favour. The greater its
powers, the greater its progressive scope. The argument that
it would be a "Scottish Stormont" completely ignores the
circumstances s u r r o u n d i n g
the partition of Ireland and
Britain's role in creating the
Orange state in the north.
Prior to the general election
I shared Sean McLaren's faith
in the Scottish Constitutional
Convention. Its achievement
of c o n s e n s u s a r o u n d the
details of a Scottish parliament
and its support won through
the institutions of civil society
was considerable. It articulated, in a progressive fashion,
the rejection of Tory rule in
Scotland.
From a socialist standpoint
the demand for elections by PR
was absolutely correct as this
was the only way to unify the
parties in the convention. The
plan had the added merits that
it would have reduced the
Tories to a r u m p and
weakened the establishment
g r i p over Labour a n d the
n a t i o n a l i s t s by a l l o w i n g
progressives to vote tactically
across party lines. It would
have also enabled the equal
representation of women.

LETTERS

More on the
Liberator

constitutional grounds may be
accurate. While we are ruled
by a m o n a r c h y exercising
power through an unrepresentative p a r l i a m e n t which
governs with no constitutional
restraint then the choice could
be polarised between subordination and
secession.
Parliament can create subord i n a t e l e g i s l a t u r e s , like
Stormont or the GLC, but if
they conflict with the wishes of
the government of the day then
parliament can sweep them
away.
Had Labour won the election the debate might now
focus on the status of its Scottish parliament. But Labour
lost and the Scots will have to
wrest one f r o m a unionist
government in Westminster. 1
cannot conceive the Tories
granting
a
referendum
worded so as to give Scotland
a real chance to exercise national s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .
Labour's commitment to the
multi-option referendum may
also wane once its new leader,
John Smith, strengthens the
ties between the Scottish establishment and London.
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When the criminal justice system
becomes a conviction machine
Two new reports
have highlighted
how difficult it is
to get a fair trial
in the Six
Counties.
MARTIN
MORI ARTY has
read them both
HEN British Army corp o r a l s David Howes
and Derek Wood drove
their silver Volkswagen into
the funeral of IRA volunteer
Caoimhin Mac Br^daigh in
March 1988, it wasn't just the
m o u r n e r s who thought a
loyalist attack was underway.
The very first news reports interpreted events in exactly the

men who fired the fatal shots
have never been apprehended.
But two new reports have
now cast very serious doubts
on the RUC's continuing investigation into the killings
and the judicial system's involvement in w h a t looks like
some terrible miscarriages of
justice. '
The most comprehensive
account of the cases of the
C a s e m e n t accused (nicknamed after the park where
the two corporals weie beaten)
is by the Belfast-based Committee on the Administration
of Justice.
It concludes by urging sixcounty courts not to follow Mr
Justice Carswell's widening of
the scope of the law on common purpose in the sixth of the
C a s e m e n t t r i a l s , w h e n he
found Patrick Kane, Michael
Timmons and Sean Kelly guilty of m u r d e r because they
must have contemplated it as
one possible outcome of their
assaulting the two men. But
none of them was charged
with conspiracy with the ac-

a

tual killers and none of then,
were part of the group who
took the two c o r p o r a l s to
Penny Lane.
The H a l d a n e Society of
Socialist L a w y e r s , w h o s e
report is based on a 14-strong
delegation to Belfast last September, concentrates on the
Kane-Timmons-Kelly trial, but
puts it in the context of an incisive critique of the entire
criminal justice system.
It calls for an end to no-jury
Diplock trials, the restoration
of the right to silence, tougher
standards of admissibility of
evidence and the closure of the
RUC's interrogation centres
since safeguards for protection
of detainees are either insuffic i e n t or i n e f f e c t i v e , t h e
Haldane Society says.
• The Casement Trials: a case
study on the right to a fair trial in
Northern Ireland, CAJ, £3 plus
postage. Upholding the Rule of
Law? Northern Ire'and: criminal
justice under the "emergency
powers" in the 1990s, Haldane
Society of Socialist Lawyers,
£3 including postage.
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• The assemmy sitting i u years ago... win anytning nice it oe revived?

Mc Allion associated with Scotla nd United, the right wing
coup in Strathclydeand the exp u l s i o n of l o n g - s t a n d i n g
Connolly Association member
Jim Friel, president of the Scottish p r i n t w o r k e r s u n i o n ,
shows that not everyone is list e n i n g to Sean M c L a r e n ' s
advice to "all pull together".
C e r t a i n l y the p r i o r i t y
should remain unity and that
means between forces in difAs Labour prepares to sit ferent parties and people in
out the next five years in none. Scotland United, since it
The status of a Scottish par- anodyne opposition the main transcends political divisions,
liament would have been a question seems to me to be seems to be the best vehicle for
matter for the Scottish people. whether the Scots will wait denying the moral writ of Tory
Peter Latham compares it to with them. The recent purge of rule north of the border. I will
the now defunct Greater Lon- the Scottish Labour Party ex- certainly keep watching Scotd o n Council w h i c h on ecutive of MPs like John land.

same manner, (Irish Democrat,
April 1988).
And not for nothing. Only
three days before, loyalist gunman Michael Stone had killed
three people at the funerals of
the Gibraltar Three, Mairead
Farrell, Sean Savage and Dan
McCann.
It was only after the two
men had been dragged from
their car, disarmed, beaten,
dragged into Casement Park,
stripped and searched, thrown
into a taxi and shot by the IRA
on Penny Lane that it emerged
exactly who they were. Exactly
why they were there remains
unclear.
The publicity that matched
their d e a t h s has not been
matched by meHia interest in
the continuing ti uils associa ted
with their killing
To date, 41 men have been
charged with offences ranging
from affray to m u r d e r , although none of the five serving
sentences for aiding and abetting murder were armed and
none have been charged with
membership of the IRA. The

THE article on Daniel O'Connell by Peter Berresford
Ellis seems to have provoked some correspondence.
One reader was upset by the revelation of O'Connell's
double standards. He is often painted as a "pacifist",
especially by the modern school of "revisionist" historians. Ellis has shown that to be untrue and a lie.
While "Irish freedom was not worth one drop of blood"
to O'Connell, he did not mind Irish blood being shed in
other causes — England's empire, the Papal states,
France.
What Ellis left out in support of his argument is that
Daniel O'Connell also supported the recruitment of an
Irish Legion for Simon Bolivar, known in Latin America
as "El Liberator", who was fighting for the independence of Venezuela and Colombia against Spanish
colonial oppression and after whom Bolivia is named.
Daniel O'Connell's son Morgan, and a cousin, one
Maurice O'Connell from Ennis, led the Irish contingent
and Morgan took a personal letter from his father to
Bolivar praising him for fighting for the liberation of his
people. O'Connell delighted in persuadihg the Irish
people to appropriate Bolivar's title of "Liberator" and
apply it to himself in an Irish context! Unfortunately, as
Ellis rightly shows, O'Connell was a man of clay beside
Bolivar. Bolivar had his faults, such as his dictatorial
methods to unite Latin America, but at least he had the
vision and courage to win independence for a major
part of Latin America from colonial Spain. O'Connell
was merely a professional politician whose first consideration was looking after his career. To talk about his
"integrity" is to misunderstand what the word means.
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Scotland United against
the rest of the UK
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Is a return to the
bad old days of
Stormont rule on
the agenda? The
London Times
thinks so, reports
PETER
BERRESFORD
ELLIS
NEW n i g h t m a r e
v i s i o n of political
developments in the
Six Counties was put
forward in the London Times leader of Monday,
June 15. The leader, and we
must remember that leaders
are written by people close to
'source', stated that the British
Government
were
'imminently' going to propose
a home rule parliament, in
other words, a return to Stormont and that if such a return
was not negotiated it would be
imposed.
The leader writer went on
to say that Britain, preferably,
wanted
the
Dublin
G o v e r n m e n t ' s backing. But
they would go ahead with it
anyway and 'there are dozens
of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p a t t e r n s
available'.
The leader writer believed
'that the conditions exist under
which such a policy might
work. Previously all involved
would have walked out to the
cheers of their s u p p o r t e r s .
N o w public opinion in the
province is as fed u p as Downing Street'.

A

The Unionists would not
walk out if London offered
them Stormont back. That is
what they have been fighting
for all these years. Only the
Nationalists would be unhap-

py-

:

The leader is amazingly
truthful in parts for it states:
' T h e b u y i n g off of John
Hume's Social Democratic and
Labour Party, supposedly to
'marginalise' the IRA, has not
brought peace ... Nor has the
English-ordained
local
government been wise.'
'Yet direct rule has left intransigence more entrenched
... the level of violence barely
contained by an ever more
visible a n d cbstly security
presence ... Direct rule must
end. Full local government
must be returned to Northern
Ireland by hook or by crook.
T h e r e m u s t be n o f u r t h e r
prevarication.'
S a y s The Times: "... bold
rulers seize their chances...
N o w is the time for sticks
rather than carrots. The great
b l u f f , t h a t any c h a n g e in
Northern Ireland is always for
the w o r s t , m u s t b e called.
Direct rule of Northern Ireland
from London is a stain on the
United Kingdom, an expensive bloody failure. Nothing
w o u l d s t a n d m o r e to Mr
Major's credit than ending it.'
Bur when has England used
anything other than a stick in
pursuances of their colonial
Ireland politics?
One wonders whether the
leader writer is a member of
the O r a n g e Order, whether
they are simply ignorant of history - even recent history politically naive, or, indeed,
whether something else lies
behind the pronouncement.
For The Times to state that
the British Government is intending to resurrect Stormont,

a return to the pre-1972 situation ( i n d e e d , the pre-1969
situation) takes one's breath
away. That they intend to impose it, if not negotiated, is
even more m i n d - blowing.
Does it m e a n that English
politicians h a v e learnt absolutely nothing from what
happened in the late 1960s; indeed, learnt nothing from the
fifty years of t h e Stormont
regime, with its lack of civil
rights, bloody repression, and
its plethora of discriminative
legislation which made it the
e n v y of w o u l d - b e Fascists
everywhere?
Pddraic Pearse (The Murder
Machine) once quoted a French
writer as paying the English
Government the compliment
that they never commit a useless crime. 'Every crime that
the English have planned and
carried out in Ireland has had
a definite end. Every absurdity
that they have set up has a
grave purpose'.
Could it be that somewhere,
in t h e d a r k c o r r i d o r s of
Whitehall, that the absurdity
revealed in The Times? leader
has been carefully planned?
Could it be that some whizzkid has worked out a whole
n e w s c e n a r i o , for a 'facesaving' British withdrawal?
First we have an imposed
r e t u r n to S t o r m o n t . The
Unionists will be back in the
d r i v i n g s e a t as they w e r e
during 1921-72 and ready to
r e e n a c t all t h e old discriminatory
laws
and
repressive legislation. They
will undoubtedly reenact the
disenfranchisement
of
Catholics a n d start gerrymandering constituencies
again. We m i g h t even see
Derry governed by Unionists
again in spite of the Nationalist
majority.
To protect itself, the-Stor-

m o n t r e g i m e will n e e d d
defence force. Is the scenario
that the UDR (a British Army
regiment) be transferred to
Stormont authority so that it
simply becomes a modern B
Special f o r c e w i t h o u t t h e
British Army gloss? Will the
British Army then leave the
RUC and UDR, with a little
help from the UDA, to carry
on, as happened between 19221969?
W d u l d the scenario envisage, in the terrible conflict
that will undoubtedly ensue
•between the n a t i o n a l i s t
population and Stormont, that
D u b l i n will be f o r c e d to
mobilise its troops and bring
them to the border, as Jack
Lynch did in 1969? Lynch was
stopped from sending Irish
troops into the Six Counties because he dithered and Harold
Wilson eventually pre-empted
him. But that won't happen
this time. Will 26-County Irish
troops go in?
The British Government
t h e n c a n complain at t h e
United Nations and the ECC;
perhaps declare an Economic
War on Ireland (Britain has
do
so before) and t h e n ,
without losing face, can 'leave'
Ireland to its own devices,
having precipitated a second
civil war in the country, a war
a g a i n s t w h i c h Britain can
s t a n d b a c k , w r i n g i n g its
Governmental
'guiltless'
hands, and bemoan (as British
Governments have so often
d o n e of so m a n y f o r m e r
colonial countries which it has
screwed up) - 'look what happens
the
moment
we
withdraw!'
The Times hails the policy
(of which they seem to have
first hand knowledge) with optimism. Can it be that The Times
is w i n d i n g us u p ? It is a
nightmare scenario.
"""

"

'

As I come from Belfast, I can say that you would be
hard-pressed, especially in these days, to find anyone in
the Six Counties who would want to call O'Connell
"The Liberator" .With good reason Ellis asks: "What did
he liberate?" Certainly not the Irish people.
Muiris MacCanna
LondonN19

National Platform must 90 on
THE progressive anti-Maastricht coalition must continue in existence in order to provide an opposition in a
battle which, after Denmark's rejection of the Treaty, is
still far from over. An opposition even to the extent of
standing candidates on a pro-choice, internationalist,
self-reliance platform in any subsequent election and to
m a k e a reality out of claims of enlarging Irish
sovereignty in Europe, which have been made to look a
bit of a sick joke by revelations in the Brian Nelson case
by John Ware and the BBC's Panorama team that
I r e l a n d was not e v e n able to have the limited
sovereignty it has at the moment respected.
Joe Murphy,
Birmingham

Subscribe!
An annual subscription to the Irish Democrat only costs
£7.50 anywhere in Britain and the Six Counties. Just fill
in the form and return to the addreee below with your
payment. Alternatively, why not become a regular seller
to friends and colleagues? Order however many you
think you can handle - we only ask you pay for the
papers that you actually sell.
NAME
ADDRESS

Postcode
Please send me: •

10 copies •

5 oopies •

1 copy

Return with cheque to: Irish Democrat subscriptions,
244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X8JR
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Legion of the Rearguard

When the journalists don't exactly play by the rules
Exorcising read
Blooming Dublin, Anne
Simpson, Mainstream
Publishing, £12.99 hbk
ONE of the main themes
throughout this collection
of journalistic sketches is
the author's belief in the
need to 'exorcise' the
ghosts of Ireland's
'tortured' history, the
legacy of which she sees
as "an atavistic nationalist
credo" standing in the
way of its embrace of
"political, social and
economic pluralism".
Politically this book
stands for a complete
rejection of the ideals of
Connolly, Pearce et d, and
her obvious sympathies
for Fine Gael — and in
particular Garret FitzGerald — as a
'modernising' force in the
26 counties reveal her
liberal pro-unionist tendencies and place her
firmly in the revisionist
camp.
The book is further
marred by having been
overtaken by events, in
particular the demise of
Charles Haughey and the
turmoil which followed
the Supreme Court's
decision to allow a rape
victim to travel to Britain
for an abortion.
Despite this, there are
some entertaining cameos
of Dublin life and
celebrities past and
present. Unfortunately
there is not enough here
to offer more than some
slight relief from the
boredom of a wet afternoon.
DG

Overdue reprint
Mr Gilhooley, Liam
O'Flaherty, Wolfhound
Press. £4.99 pbk
A long-overdue reprint of
this great novel is now
available in paperback.
This thriller caused a
storm when it was first
published in 1926. Its
fame rivalled that of
Joyce's Ulysses and the
general public seemed to
share Yeats' opinion that
O'Flaherty had written a '
great novel.
Reading Mr Gilhooley is
like watching television,
because OFlaherty's writing is visual, and one is
not being entertained
with word play, but
directed into the story
and kept there, because
one can see it.
O'Flaherty is a marvellously visual writer. One
is immediately attacted to
Mr Gilhooley and sent off
with him.
Perhaps his prose is so
sparse that there are sufficient gaps or spaces for
the reader's imagination
to play and enter the plot.
There is identification, but
although I read the words
on the page, I still cannot
see how O'Flaherty does
it.
HSS

IRISH

graph came into that
Conor Foley
category: "There is undoubBig Boys' Rules: The Secret tedly a community of
Struggle Against the IRA, republican lawyers supMark Urban, Faber£14 99 ported financially by the
hbk
movement, which is
prepared to act in ways
which might be considered
unusual in Britain. For exHIS book was wntten
ample, the lawyer may agree
through extensive collaboration with members to pass a message from a terrorist to his [sic] commander
of the security forces and its
or might use a cross-examinaauthor allowed it to be
tion of a security force witvetted, citing compelling arness in an attempt to probe
guments about possible
whether an operation had
threats to lives.
resulted from a leak within
Presumably neither the
the IRA."
government nor the author
felt that the following paraThere is not a shred of

T

evidence offered to justify
this assertion, although it undoubtedly fits the views of
the senior members of the intelligence community who
are believed to have set up
Pat Finucane's murder. I
hope any royalties from this
book are more than offset by
libel costs.
Urban is probably more
dupe than spook. He discusses instances where the
security forces have lied to
the courts and media, exceded their powers and killed
the wrong people. Some
details are interesting but
most can be found elsewhere.

What is informative is reading how the security forces
regard themselves.
Anonymously they boast
about their shoot-to-kill
policy and bemoan the
government's reluctance to
admit it. As for as the army
is concerned, it's a war and
the IRA are treated as a ruthless but respected enemy.
This would be fine for the
memoirs of a geriatric
general but is an insufficient
basis for an impartial expose.
Urban describes cases which
have already been exposed in
the courts or media and discusses some of the other char-

This song, which embodies the desperate fortitude of the
republicans in the closing months of the Civil War, was
written by a man named — I believe — Keating, to a
magnificent marching tune and was first performed in
one of the prison camps. For the further story of the men
in question, read the book of the same title by Conor
Foley, reviewed in last month's Irish Democrat and
obtainable for £10 from Four Provinces Bookshop
along with songbooks and republican literature.
PB

ges levelled against the
security forces. But again
and again he goes back to
these sources for the final say
or concludes that charges are
"not proven" or "unsubstantiated".
He barely scratches the official sanitised versions on
the Wallace and Holroyd allegations, die Loughgall ambush or the Nelson affair.
Anyone who picked up this
book thinking an investigative journalist would have
considered precisely such
cases to merit further critical
inquiry will put it down disa pointed.

I

thodoxy: 'Thatcherism' is a
dogma which has produced a
cosmetic and flimsy
economic boom. One of the
costs of this temporary
chimera has been the further
impoverishment of the
poorest quarter of the population. This price has been set
by central government
without equivocation of any
kind".
We are left with a disturbing and honest overview of
the Thatcher years, the fact
that few people, least of all
the government, really care
for the dispossessed.
Thoreau says "the mass of
men lead lives of quiet
desperation". John Major
claims this is "a nation at ease
with itself". There is no doubt
as to which adequately sums ;
u p the situation. This book
will make people angry, and
should also make them care ,
and understand more fully.

UP THE REPUBLIC! They raised their battle cry
Pearse and MacDermot will pray for you on high
Eager and ready, for love of y o u they died
Proud marched the soldiers of the rearguard.
CHORUS:
Legion of the rearguard answering Ireland's call
Proud you marched as proud they come from Cork to
Donegal
Tone and Emmet guide you, though your task be
hard
D e Valera leads you, soldiers of the legion of the
rearguard.
Glorious the morning, through flame and shot and
shell
N o w rally Ireland, your sons w h o loved you well
Still we'll d e f e n d y o u through death or prison cell
Praise for the soldiers of the rearguard.
Crimson the roadside, the prison walls, the cave '
Proof of their valour, so sleep i n peace ye brave
Comrades, step lightly, you're near a hero's grave
Proud died the legion of the rearguard.

Cap in Hand
I CAN TELL Hie meaning of a word like serene
I got s o m e Q g r a d e s w h e a l w a s 16 i M d m
I can tell the difference between margarine and
butter
I can say Saskatchewan without starting*, stutter

tCY

But I can't understand why w e let someone else rule
our land
Cap i n hand.

it tl
But I can't understand why w e let someone else rule
our land
Cap in hand.
. : . . /
.
We fight w h e n they ask us. We boast, then we cower
We beg for a piece of
W h a f s already, what's already, w h a f s already ours.

It's not hippies in sheets plodding up Parliament Hill
Peter Berresford Ellis
Dictionary of Celtic Myth
and Legend, Miranda J.
Green, Thames
and
Hudson, 240pp, £16.95.
The Celtic Shaman:
A
Handbook, John Matthew,
Element, £8.99.

E

VER SINCE lolo Morgannwg 'reinvented' the
Gorsedd ceremony of
bards on 21 June, 1792, the
words 'Celt' and 'mysticibm'
have unfortunately become
synonymous to many people.
There has been a growing
number of books which have
dealt with the subject of preChristian Celtic religion,
many of which are in the Iolo
Morgannwg tradition of inventing what the authors
would have wished ancient
Celtic society to have been
like.
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At least Iolo was a Welshspeaker who sought inspiration in ancient texts for his
ideas. The same cannot be
said about many modern
writers on Celtic 'mysticism'
who apparently see the
druids as a bunch of 'hippies'
in white sheets plodding up
Parliament Hill in London, or
Glastonbury, and muttering
invocations (in English,
naturally) to all manner of
quaint deities.
Dr Green, however, is a
Celtic scholar of some distinction. Her Dictionary is scholarly and actually carries 243
illustrations. But, because Dr
Green is intrigued by Celtic
deities and archaeology,
there is a heavy bias towards
listing her interpretations of
them rather than a sifting of
the actual texts and interpreting them for lay-readers. Her
entries are curiously selective, and more concerned

page

with an archaeologist perception rather than someone
seeking out the personalities
in Celtic mythological texts.
We have nine entries on
Jupiter, for example, but none
on Mac C6cht, Mac Gr£ine,
Mac Moincanta, Mac Roth or
Mael Duin. We have 19
entries under Mars, but none
under Mael Fhothartaig,
Magh Indoc, Magh Slecht,
Magh Tuireach or Maine, and
not even poor old Manann^n
Mac Lir gets an entry to himself but Mercury has nine different entries. There is no
entry under Milesius.... Well,
who said the book was
devoted to Irish mythology,
anyway?
It is more a book for
university libraries rather
than for general consumption
and it is not by any means an
embracing reference to the
gods and heroes, the goddesses and heroines which

dominate the pages of the
mythological stories. As such,
the work is rather disappointing.
John Matthews' book is a
curious work. Matthews, and
his wife Caitlln, have written
extensively about Arthurian
and Grail legends. I was
rather impressed with a previous volume Taliesin (1991)
as an interesting piece of research into ancient Irish and
Welsh mythological texts.
However, I cannot accept
that his latest work The Celtic
Shaman has any relevance as
a serious contribution to Celtic studies. It is a mishmash
of elements of American Indian, Celtic, and Eastern mysticism and philosophy put
together as 'a practical plan
of self-tuition'. Want to be a
druid? Sure, read this book
and do the exercises! No
thanks.
It reminds me of an un-

PETER

The Star of the County
Down
NEAR T O Banbridge Town in the County Down,
O n a morning in July,
Down a boreen green came a sweet colleen,
A n d she smiled as she passed m e by.
She looked so neat from her t w o white feet
To the sheen of her nut-brown hair,
I'd to shake myself, sure, the coaxing elf,
To make sure I was really there.
)

Anatomy of Thatcherism
but beautiful photographs.
Enda Finlay
The writing is powerful
The Dispossessed, Robert and emotive as we get brief
Wilson and Donovan Wylie, glimpses into people's lives.
Picador, £6.99 pbk
The author manages to write
in a style that is never
patronising and constantly
questions his reasons for writT IS rare to encounter a
book like this. With the pos- ing this book and the actual
value of his endeavour.
sible exception of Paul
Harrison's Inside the Inner
What we learn from the
City, there has not been a bet- book is considerable. The
ter book written on the dis'Culture of Poverty Thesis'
possessed in society in the
fashionable with conservative
last number of years.
politicians which more or less
blames the poor for creating
Author Wilson and
their own situation is shown
photographer Wylie take us
up for the politically exon a journey across the bleak
pedient lie that it is.
urban landscapes that have
endured the excesses of
We discover that poverty
Thatcherism over the last 13
is exacerbated by race, sex
years. We are taken to
and that it is also hidden to a
deprived areas of London,
large extent — with the excep- • Dereliction, Upper Shanklll
Pic: Donovan Wylie
Glasgow and Belfast, where
tion of the homeless. "The
Wilson documents some of
troubles" in Northern Ireland
the people he has enhave also hit the poor dismunity.
in these times "owes its scale
countered and Wylie supproportionately harder than
and intensity to one parWe are left in no doubt
plies some incredibly stark
other sections of the comthat the root cause of poverty ticular brand of political or-

BONOS

comfortable experience I had
in Woking. I paid to go into a
lecture by a so-called learned
archaeologist entitled 'Celtic
Astrology . What contribution would'this specialist
make towards an under-

We fight w h e n they ask us. We boast, then w e cower
We beg for a piece of
W h a f s already, w h a f s already, w h a f s already ours.
Once I thought I could m a k e G o d a bribe
So I said I w a s i n hi® lost tribe
Getting handouts can be so frustrating
Get in Une, son, there's five million waiting
• V • •
' '
• I can't understand w h y you let someone else rule
your land
Cap i n hand
N o I can't understand why w e let someone else rule
ouiland
Cap In hand, cap i n hand, cap i n hand, cap in hand,
cap i n hand, cap i n hand.
• TOE PROCUMMERS

ticsocirty? TThTmbbLh I
heard made me ask the man,
during the tea interval,
whether he had even studied
ancient Celtic society, its
literature and beliefs. He
frankly admitted that he had
not. Why call his talk 'Celtic
Astrology'?
'Well,' he said disarming\y, 'if you put the word
'Celtic' in a title these days, it
seems to attract a lot of
people.' God help us!
Should I admit to the fact
that my own study - A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology —
is due out from Constable?
Maybe I should re-title it Dictionary of Hyborian Mythology?

CHORUS:
From Bantry Bay u p to Derry Quay,
From Galway to Dublin Town;
N o maid I've seen like the b r o w n colleen
That I met in the County Down.
As she o n w a r d sped, I shook my head,
A n d I gazed with a feeling rare,
A n d I said, said I, to a passer-by:
"Who's the maid with the nut-brown hair?"
H e smiled at m e and with pride said he:
"That's the g e m in Ireland's crown,
Young Rosie McCann from the banks of the Bann,
She's the Star of the County Down,"

MULLIGAN'S

PEEPSHOW

Liberation - cause
and effect
"YOU HAVE to look at what is causing the violence.
Mo-one wants to see people being bombed out of existence for another 23 years. I remember what it wss like
before the violence started. Guerrilla warfare cannot
exist anywhere In the world If ordinary people don't give
shatter and succour to them. You have to go in there
and see why they are doing It" Taoiseach Albert
Reynolds spseking to The Independent The journalist
added the unquote: "He has offered to end Ireland's
constitutional claim to the six counties in the North if
Britain will put on the negotiating table the Government
of Ireland Act which established the border.'' 5.6.92
WdflldiiiMdildbHrisfci "The [Para Regiment] will always be open to criticism In Northern Ireland because
they are trained to be aggressive." The Dally Telegraph
after a Para in a fit of revenge shot three people. Michael
Mates later issued a statement saying tt was justified.
19.5.92
0 B i 2 i a B D 0 2 l "An RUC officer said: "We give them
[the IRA] a bloody nose but they wipe it and come back.
Sometimes we take out an entire active service unit.
There's a lull, new faces appear and the whole thing
starts again.'" Independent on Sunday 24.5.92

I've travelled a bit, but never was hit,
Since m y roving career began;
But fair a n d square I surrendered there
To the charms of young Rose McCann.
With a heart to let and no tenant yet
Did I meet with in shawl or g o w n
But in she w e n t and I asked no rent
From the Star of the County Down.

S T A T I S T I C S I According to The Guardian, the SAS
have killed 37 IRA personnel and six unlnvoived bystanders. 23.5.92 The Independent claims the figure is
30 "Identified and killed". 24.5.92 Figures published by
English papers who reprint Government handouts
should be taken with a pinch of salt According to the
Irish Information Partnership the "security forces"
killed 329 of which 123 are listed ae "nationalist
paramilitaries". Additionally "loyalist paramilitaries"
have killed a total of 705 people (to 1989) of which 71
per cent are listed as "catholic civilians".

At the harvest fair, she'll be surely there,
A n d r U dress in m y Sunday clothes;
A n d I'll try s h e e p ' s eyes and deludherin' lies
O n Hie heart of tne nutbrown Rose;
N o pipe I'll smoke, no horse I'll yoke,
Though m y p l o u g h with rust turns brown,
'Til a smiling bride b y m y o w n fireside
Sits the Star of the County Down.

•asmFHHrjgiBw Rodney McNally and Richard Marshall, both 25, were sentenced to seven years with
Harvey Gouriey, 24, who get five years for "savagely
attacking" a Protestant student In Belfast who falsely
toM them he was a Catholic thinking they were. The
Independent 22.5.92. A UDR women who killed her
lover's wife has been sentenced to five years. It is
expected she will be released with a year with full
remission. The Independent 16.6.92

Slievenamon
ALL ALONE, all alone, by the sea-washed shore,
All alone i n the festive hall;
The great hall i s gay while the huge waves roar
But my heart is not there atalL.
It flies far away,.by the night and the day,
To the time and the joys that are gone;
,
I shallnever foiget the s w e e t maiden I met
.
In the vaUey of Slievenamon.
In the festive hall by the sea-washed shore,
My restless spirit cries:
"My love, oh! m y love, shall! never see thee more,
My land, will y o u ever uprise?"
By night and by day, I will ever, ever pray,
As lonely this Ufe goes on,
To see m y flag unrolled, and my true love to enfold,
In the valley of Slievenamon.
It was not the grace of a queenly air,
Nor her cheeks of the roses' glow,
Nor her soft dark eyes, nor Ira: curling hair,
Nor was it her lily-white brow.
'Twas the soul of truth and melting ruth,
Her smile like the summer's dawn
That stole m y heart a w a y on that bright summer day,
In the valley of Slievenamon.
E8KICKHAM

"An SAS man explained the commander's
i to put men Inside the police stationttkethle:
'The Yellow Card rules are officially seen to cover
I of course they do not. You put your men
In the Station [thought to be empty]. That way they [the
IRA] are threatening you without even knowingtt.That's
how you get around the Yellow Card'." TIM Guardian
23.5.92 "In the vWagee of east Tyrone the dead IRA men
are regarded by many as martyrs and hatred of the
security forces bums undiminished." The Guardian
23.5.92 For "security forces" read "British troops in
Ireland".
saaBwiflasi«>iagw»iBE^ A Home Office committee
is currentlyreviewingthe possibility of transferring the
32 republican prisoners held In English jails to Northern
Ireland. The released story indicates that thla Is because the English prisons are overcrowded while there
is ample space in Maghaberry and the Maze prisons.
•The sticking point la remission. Political prisoners in
Northern Ireland havereceivedup to 50 per cent remission. Those In Britain do not The Home Office Is considering a new category of prisoner who will be on
"extended temporary transfer" to Northern Ireland but
controlled from Britain. The Guardian 8.6.92
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"The most powerful foe of Labour la capitalistic Imperialism, and In Great Britain capitalistic Imperialism
stands or falls by the subjection or liberation of
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The man who believed in liberation theology 50 years before the priests of Latin America

Turbulent Irish
perience. Tom^s MacCurtajn,
then,Commandant pf Cork No
1 Brigade,' IRA, approachjed
gather PoiryniGaJjdvasked him
to become t h e B r i g a d e ' s
Catholic chaplain. The suppression of 1916, the threat of
military conscription and the
g r o w i n g political s w i n g
t o w a r d s Sinn Fein, caused
many Irish leaders to realise
that the Irish Volunteers and
Irish Citizen Army (which had
joined together as Olaigh na
h-fiireann, popularly the IRA,
in 1916) might soon have to be
used to defend Irish national
integrity.

•

McSWINEY: Father Dominic was his chaplain

HE Irish Catholic
Church, as an institution, has not served the
Irish nation well In its
struggle to reassert its
independence and national integrity. Even prior to the first
attempted conquest of Ireland
by the Anglo-Normans, the
Church welcomed and justified the conquerors. Indeed,
the Irish Hierarchy in the 12th
Century colluded in the invasion because they wished to
see the Church become a temporal
power,
owning
property, with the Hierarchy
as feudal potentates in a social
•.ystem which was contary to
the principles of the native
Irish system but which the
Church enjoyed in England
and other European countries.
Ever since the 18th Century,
particularly, the Church, as an
institution, has taken an unequivocal political stand in
s u p p o r t i n g and j u s t i f y i n g
English
imperialism
in
Ireland

T

Only i n d i v i d u a l s h a v e
emerged from the ranks of the
clergy from time to time to take
a moral stand against imperialism.
Generally, my father, who,
as a journalist, working secretly for Frank Gallagher during
1919-21, played a minor role in
affairs of the time, had little
time for the political posturmgs of the Church. He saw
clerics as men like any other;
men prone to mistakes and
misconceptions, especially in
matters political.
,
In 1950 he wrote of some of
the people he had met and who
had most i m p r e s s e d him
during his career. His list was
headed by Mahatma Gandhi.
Second on his list, however,

was a Capuchin named Father
Dominic, who he had known
i a Cork, shared a cell in Dublin
"with for twenty-four hours in
1920 a n d i n t e r v i e w e d in
Oregon, USA, in 1925. Father
Dominic believed in liberation
theology fifty years before it
became popular among the
priests serving the peoples of
Latin America.
Moreover, Father Dominic
was an admirer of James Connolly a n d maintained that
Connolly's Labour, Nationality
and Religion, his reply to the
Lenten Discourses against
Socialism delivered by Father
KaneSJ, in 1910, was one of the
most challenging and thoughtprovoking studies presented
to priests serving in a colonial
situation.
Dominic O'Connor, w a s
born in Cork in 1883, and educated by the C h r i s t i a n
B r o t h e r s . He s t u d i e d at
Rochestown monastery near
Ardfinnan, Co. Tipperary. He
entered the Order of Friars
M e n d i c a n t , C a p u c h i n s , at
Rochestown in 1899 and was
ordained in 1906.
Father Dominic was a keen
student of Irish and a member
of Conradh na Gaeilge, doing
active work for the language
revival
During the earlv vears of
the 1914-18 war, ' F a t h e r
D o m i n i c had served as a
military chaplain in Serbia and
Greece He returned to his native Cork i n 1917, fol lowing the
shock of 1916 and its aftermath, and threw himself in an
active role in the national
movement. Every moment he
could spare from his religious
duties he gave to organising.
His service as a military
chaplain gave him a unique ex-

On Augiist 12 MacSwijjey
was aiyefted while presiding

court with 'being in possession
of documents the publication
of which would be likely to
cause d i s a f f e c t i o n to H i s
Majesty'. MacSwiney refused
to plead in a foreign court and
declared he would refuse food.
The Lord Mayor was placed on
a warship and transferred
f r o m his o w n c o u n t r y to
England w h e r e he was imprisoned in Brixton Jail.
F a t h e r D o m i n i c accomp a n i e d t h e Lord M a y o r ,
Father Dominic did not m a i n t a i n i n g his role as
hesitated but threw himself chaplain. MacSwiney coninto the task. He appointed tinued his hunger strike. He
c h a p l a i n s for each of the died on the 74th day. A young
twelve individual battalions of V i e t n a m e s e exile n a m e d
Nguyen Ai Quoc, working as a
the Cork No 1 Brigade.
There survives a detail set d i s h w a s h e r in the Carlton
of i n s t r u c t i o n s to IRA Hotel, broke down and cried
chaplains
from
Father when he heard the news. 'A
Dominic signed on October 11, nation which has such citizens
1918. Father Dominic saw no will never surrender (to imconflict in the Catholic Church perialism)' he commented. In
supporting the IRA as activists 1941 the Vietnamese changed
in a war of liberation. He his name to H o Chi Minh and
wrote: 'Chaplains should in- took the lessons of Irish antiform themselves of the general i m p e r i a l i s m to his o w n
facilities granted by the Holy country.
See, durante hello, which it is
The m u r d e r of one Lord
presumed will be automat- Mayor a n d t h e ' j u d i c i a l
ically available if the IRA murder' of another, who was
enters the war in defence of the also a member of the D£il, was
rights of the nation'.
the beginning of one of the
When Tomas MacCurtain most frightful reigns of terror
became Lord Mayor of Cork, ever inflicted on the Irish
t h e first r e p u b l i c a n Lord p o p u l a t i o n by the British
Mayor, in January, 1920, it was military - the age of the 'Black
decided, at a meeting of the and Tans' and the Auxiliaries.
corporation on February 13, to
Father Dominic returned to
revive the old custom of ap- Ireland and for a while he lived
pointing a chaplain to the Lord at the Church Street Friary,
Mayor. Father Dominic was Dublin,
with
another
invited to accept the position. Capuchin of like mind, Father
It was at this period that my Albert, w h o h a d a t t e n d e d
father, working for the Cork some of the 1916 leaders before
Examiner, first m e t F a t h e r their executions.
Dominic. Father Dominic
My father now met Father
served MacCurtain until the Dominic in s u r p r i s i n g cira s s a s s i n a t i o n of t h e Lord cumstances. My father had
Mayor.
gone to Dublin with eye- witMacCurtain • »as shot dead ness accounts of the burning of
at his home by British agents Cork City b y the British
on March 20,1920, the morn- military on December 11/12,
ing of his 36th birthday. The 1920. He had left for Dublin on
inquest found that the Lord December 15 and delivered his
Mayor was callously mur- papers to Frank Gallagher,
dered and that 'the murder coordinating the republican
was organised and carried out publicity bureau, to be passed
by the Royal Irish Con- on to D e s m o n d Fitzgerald,
stabulary, officially directed Minister for Propaganda.
by the British Government'. A
A week later, just before
verdict of wilful murder was Christmas, he was arrested
found against Lloyd George with s o m e i n c r i m i n a t i n g
and others.
papers on him and taken to
Father Dominic now be- Ship Street Barracks, at Dublin
came
chaplain
to Castle. His recollection was
MacCurtain's
s u c c e s s o r , that it was early in January,
Terence MacSwiney.
1921, that he was joined in his
Terence M a c S w i n e y , a cell by Father Dominic w h o
graduate from UCC, was not had been arrested with Father
only deputy Lord Mayor but Albert at the Church Street
represented Cork in the D3il. Friary. As he was using a pseuHe wrote plays, poems and donym, father made a point of
polemic articles in a number of introducing himself by his
journals - a highly literate and false n a m e b e f o r e F a t h e r
intelligent
man.
On Dominic c o u l d
express
MacCurtain's murder, he be- surprise at seeing the C o r k
came Lord Mayor.
journalist w h o had inter-

jr

viewfecft him sdjfne m o n t h s
befort nOw in ai?ublin prison
cell. They spent $nlv twentyfou^.+ioUrs together -before
fathe'F Was t r a n s f e r r e d - t o
Mountjoy.
The recollection is interesting as, according to Ernie
O'Malley, On Another Man's
Wound (1937), it was in Decern-^
ber, 1920, that he was taken to
a cell in Ship Street Barracks in
which he met Father Dominic.
He is sure that this was before
Christmas but my father
remained firm that O'Malley
must have misrementbered the
time and that Father Dominic
was not arrested until January.
Florence O ' D o n o g h u e was
e q u a l l y s u r e t h a t Father
Dominic was not arrested until
January.
Father Dominic, known for
his patriotic stand, was singled
out for special treatment by the
British officers w h o interrogated him. He was beaten
a n d t o r t u r e d b e f o r e being
brought u p before a military
court and sentenced to five
years' penal servitude. He was
t r a n s p o r t e d to E n g l a n d to
serve his sentence.
*
Released under the general
a m n e s t y of J a n u a r y , ; 1 9 2 2 , ,
Father Dominic wasmstressed
at what he saw as the subversion of the Irish Republic.
When the tragic Civil War
erupted, he and his friend,
Father Albert, reported to the
republican garrison in the Four
Courts. At 4.07 a.m. on June 28,
1922, Free State troops, using
borrowed British field guns,
opened fire on their former
comrades, thus precipitating
the Civil War at the behest of
the English Government. Inside the besieged Four Courts,
Father Domirvic and,father Albert offered absolution to the
republican forces and stayed
with them until the end of the
eight d a y s of f i g h t i n g in
Dublin.
Father Dominic managed to
escape to the Wicldow Mountains where he ministered to
both sides during the conflict.
It was then, because of his
growing reputation, that the
Hierarchy decided to intervene and the Vicar Provincial
of the Capuchins issued orders
for Father Dominic to leave
Ireland. He was send to Bend,
Oregon, USA.
It was at a place called
Lakeview, Oregon, that my
father had his last meeting
with Father Dominic in 1925.
Being in the USA and hearing
that Father Dominic w a s a
priest ii» the area, m y father
had sought him otit and wrote
an interview with him. Alas, I
have never been able to track
down where this was published, and have only seen his brief
mention of Father Dominic in
1950.
One thing was clear. Father
Dominic was unhappy in what

he saw was a political exile.
His superiors even tried to pers u a d e h i m t o become an
American citizen to which he
refused-.-! am-a citizen of the
Irish Republic and can never
be anything else/ he told my
father. He, too, was critical of
the political role of the Irish
Hierarchy in their support of
the status quo, whether it was
Britain's role in Ireland or the
Free State. 'More than other institutions or organisations, thi
role of the Church should be t<
look to the wider, fundamenta
morality, both nationally anc
socially.'
He found the work by Cori
nolly stimulating and exciting
especially Labour, Nationality
and Religion.
The Church, he asserted
should not be a political institution, endeavouring to use
its resources to shore up imperialist regimes nor regimes
that were corrupt and repressive.
His great friend Father Albert had also been sent into
exile in Santa Barbara, Californ i a , a n d d i e d there on
February 14,1925. Father Albert had expressed his wish for
his..r6R9®tos .fctt jtiikcxv
to_
Ireland to & buried: Father
Dominic, in trying to-arrange
this, w a s meeting with
obstruction from the Hierarc h y a n d t h e Free State
Government which he found
'obscene' and insulting to the
man w h o had administered to
m a n y of t h e 1916 leaders
before their execution. ;
F a t h e r D o m i n i c died in
Bendt, Oregon, on October 17,
1935. His last wish was that his
body should also be returned
to Ireland.
That simple request took
over t w e n t y ydars of campaigning by republicans to
fulfil. It was not until Friday,
June 13, 1958, that a TWA
aircraft brought the remains of
both Father Dominic and his
friend Father Albert home.
They were taken to Rochestown Capuchin Cemetery and
interred there on June 14.
. In face of the popular support for the return 6t the
remains, C h u r c h and State

nunic was
a n e m b a r r a s s m e n t to t h e
Church; in death the Church
had sought to consign Him to
oblivion in an exile's grave;
finally, 23 years after his death,
the Church had to give in to the
demands of the people. Today,
however, little seems to b e
known of Father Dominic's
views or ftis role in the War of
Independence. It would seem
that t h e I r i s h H i e r a r c h y ' s
method of getting rid of their
'turbulent p r i e s ? was more
successful than Henry II's.
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