
An inquest makes history: The Scottish debate takes off: 
the jury which rejected the is it to be independence, 
official version of the truth devolution or no change at all? 
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THE British military doing anything very much, government, which last 
establishment last month Defence Secretary Malcolm month lodged a formal re-
responded to widespread Rifkind announced the quest for the withdrawal of 
calls for the withdrawal of brigadier had been relieved the Parachute Regiment 
the notorious Parachute of his post but denied that from the North. 
Regiment from the Six the decision had anything to In a aeries of Incidents cul-
Counties by rsmoving do with British Army mlnating in paratroopors 
Brigadier Tom Longland violence In the nationalist shooting and Injuring thrse 
from his position as town of Coallaland last civilians outside a pub on a 
commander of 3 Brigade. month. Sunday evening last month, 

In a desperate attempt to it seems certain the Coalisland haa been sub-
be seen to be doing some- decision was taken In an at- Jected to ever-Increasing 
thing while not actually tempt to pladfctetho Dublin harassment since the 
.', -V. ;'.••"••'- ' " l i t — ' 
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be removed from the Six 
Counties during the last 23 
years. 

A junior officer in the 
ParacAute Regiment 
remains suspended after 
the first attack cn the town 
to make the international 
headlines, when troops 
under his command sealed 
off the centre and then 
rampaged through a string 
of Coalisland bars. 

deployment of the regiment during stop and search 
in April. operations and In one Inci-

Fist-fights, which have dent, a young man stopped 
been justified as "self- by a foot patrol was twice 
defence" by Northern lifted off the ground by the 
Ireland Minister Michael throat until he almost lost 
Mates, have become a consciousness, 
regular occurrence as sol- Longland, described as 
diers have thrown down "insensitive to the rights of 
their weapons and people within the 6om-
provoked young people in munity" by the SDLP's 
the town. Men have been Seamus Mallon, becomes 
forced to strip to the waist the first officer of his rank to 

EIGHTEEN years have cleared her and 

late, Judi th relied on the dubious 

W a r d , was forensic efforts of dis-

bai led for graced Home Office 

crimes she scientist Frank Skuse. 

could not have com- Her confession to the 

mitted when she was attack was finally ad-

i released on bail by the mitted to have been the 

! Court of Appeal last product of the unstable 

month. mind it was by Lord Jus-

Judi th Ward was ticeGlidewell last month 

j' jailed for the IRA's M62 when he announced that 

coach bombing in 1974 the court accepted that 

i when the prosecution "no reliance can properly 

, failed to disclose be based upon [her] 

evidence that wou ld various admissions and 

confessions" and found 

her conviction "unsafe 

and unsatisfactory" on 

all counts. 

But enormous num-

bers of questions remain 

to be answered in the 

wake of the Ward 

decision, not least why 

the Home Office consis-

tently advised her that no 

campaign should be 

mounted to re-open the 

case, despite the manifest 

problems with the case 

for the Crown. r r 
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E D I T O R I A L 

Leaks but no 
solutions 

S
O, W H O was it who leaked the SDLP's 

proposal lo the Mayhew talks that the Six 

Counties be run by a team of six commis-

sioners, one each appointed by London, 

Dubl in and Brussels and three elected 

from the North itself? 

All the participants in the process Sir Patrick 

inherited from his predecessor queued up to con-

demn the appearance of the SDLP paper in the 

public domain. After solemn pledges by all sides 

not to breathe a word about what they might be 

discussing deep within the walls of Stonnont 

Castle, the appearance of the plan on the BBC 

television news was simply, as the departed Peter 

Brooke might have said, not cricket. 

But they weren't all telling the truth. And to 

trace the origin of the leak, it's necessary to ask 

the question: who benefits? 

The obvious candidate is Jim Molyneaux's 

UUP. Vehemently opposed to any further in-

stitutionalisation of a Dubl in government role in 

the administration of the Six Counties, and none 

too happy with the prospect of securing only two 

of the six commissioners' seats for themselves, 

the UUP are known to have greeted the SDLP 

plan with alarm. They probably thought couldn't 

lose by going public on the proposal. Their best 

scenario would have been Hume withdrawing 

the idea in the general brouhaha and unionist out-

rage and the UUP plan for a new Stormont then 

setting the talks agenda. But, failing that, Plan B 

would go into operation, under which they 

would try to evade the blame when the talks col-

lapsed — again! — by painting the SDLP as the 

intransigents in the process. More significantly, 

they know that if after all this Sir Patrick ends up 

with nothing, London will impose some sort of 

devolved assembly which would probably not 

suit them too badly at all, since all their guff 

about proportional representation would ensure 

— surprise, surprise — continued Unionist 

supremacy. 

But as the veil of silence descends again 

around the discussions, it's worth examining just 

what the SDLP plan would actually deliver. It cer-

tainly falls at the first democratic hurdle in that it 

hardly extends real power to the community 

when half their rulers are appointed from out-

side. It doesn't clear the second since the people 

themselves are not determining their own politi-

cal destiny. And most importantly, it stumbles at 

the third since it doesn't appear to include any 

mechanism through which a genuine national 
community might be built. 

Because that's the nub. Unless and until the 

conditions are created in which the Irish people 

can begin the process of building a new nation, 

with full respect for the liberties and respon-

sibilities of all the participants to that process, 

talks behind closed doors at Stormont Castle 

have little chance of lasting success. And that 

means people in Britain arguing for the solution 

that dare not speak its name at Stormont — 

constructive disengagement. 
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After 9 April, it's Labavr's 
local election disaster 
Peter Berresford Ellis 

INEXORABLY, disaster fol-

lowed catastrophe as 

Labour lost 365 seats in the 

local elections on 7 May while 

the Tories made net gains of 

308 seats. 

The turnout was reported 

to be an average of 43 per cent 

— in somp areas it was as low 

as 20 per cent — with pundits 

blaming Labour's disastrous 

showing on Labour voters 

staying at home, demoralised 

after the General Election. 

While a depressing result, it 

should not be forgotten that 

Labour still controls three 

times more local councils than 

the Tories throughout Britain. 

Only one-third of the councils 

in Britain were up for election 

and Labour held 88 of them 

while the Tories held only 27. 

Scotland continues to show 

hopeful signs in spite erf 

English pund i t s gleefully 

pointing to the continuing 1.5 

per cent swing to the Tories 

there and curiously dismissing 

the larger swing to the Scottish 

National Party of over 8 per 

cent. SNP's share of the vote 

increased to 24.5 per cent com-

pared to 21.5 per cent on 9 

April. 

SNP not only retained con-

trol of Angus but is now the 

largest party in West Lothian. 

It holds 11 seats, while Labour 

has 10, the Tories 2 and there is 

one Independent so there is no 

overall control. Additionally, 

SNP is now the second largest 

party in no less than 15 coun-

cils. In some authorities, such 

as Moray, Cumbernauld & Kil-

syth, Banff & Buchan, 

Clydesdale, and Nithsadaie, it 

seats. 

Overall, SNP received a net 

ga in of 31 wards (seats) 

throughout Scotland. It now 

controls 142 wards. 

O f course, Labour con-

tinues to hold the majority of 

the 53 Scottish councils with 

20. Independents hold 12, and 

there is no overall control in a 

further 14 while the Tories 

hold four, having gained con-

trol of two more councils. The 

Liberals hold two while SNP 

holds one. , 

The results w i l l not be 

dramatic enough to make the 

Tories reflect on their policy 

towards Scotland. For them 

the Union remains sacrosanct. 

The fact that both Labour and 

the LiberalDemocrats refused 

to join SNP in making the local 

elections a platform for press-

i ng for a referendum on 

Scottish self-government has 

is behind by only two or three weakened the campaigning 
pressure for a Scottish Parlia-

ment and seems to indicate 

that both parties are not to be 

taken seriously in that field-

The Scots are Still confused 

by the results of 9 April and 

whether the Scottish Conven-

t ion, representing the 

aspirations of 75 per cent of the 

Scots for self-government, can 

now force the government to 

take Scotland's claims serious-

ly is highly unlikely. 

Meanwhile in Wales, only 

four councils were up for elec-

tion and these were in the 

south-east in the most 

Anglicised part of the country. 

Nevertheless, Plaid Cymru 

(the Party of Wales) managed 

to make three net gains. Their 

Rhondda successes show the 

continuing steady growth of 

Plaid Cymru in the wake of 

their increased Parliamentary 

representation on 9 April, 

a The Scottish debate: p4 
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Lightning strikes loom over 
London building sites 

practically impossible to or-

ganise a legal strike on a 

building site in the private sec-

tor. The black-list has been 

used to victimise trade union 

activists and the lump (so-

called self-employment) is 

now so prevalent that anyone 

who kicks up a fuss about 

health and safety can face in-

stant dismissal. 

The consequences of this 

were described at a recent 

meeting organised by the com-

mittee: jobs where bricklayers 

were working for £28 a day 

and labourers £15, or workers 

queuing in the early hours of. 

the morning to beg for a job at 

any price with the foreman as-

king how little they will work 

for. Others told of workers 

being assaulted by their 

managers and the appalling 

conditions in which they were 

forced to work. 

The committee has been 

using the casual nature of 

bu i ld ing industry employ-

ment to its own advantage, 

infiltrating workplaces and es-

tabl ishing contacts on the 

major sites in London. It has 

also openly flouted the law on 

lightning strikes, mass picket-

ing, secondary picketing and 

sympathetic action. 

Observers have spoken of 

witnessing a re-birth of in-

dustrial trade unionism, raw 

and angry. The committee in-

volves activists f rom the 

different unions operating 

within the building industry 

and sees itself as complement-

ing their official activity. 

"We are links in an invisible 

chain," one activist told a 

group of workers. "It weakens 

now and then bu t then it 

strengthens Whefn a lorry 

driver who owes us nothing 

risks his job by refusing to 

cross our picket line — that is 

victory. That is what trade 

unions were built on. If we had 

never had that our kids would 

still be in bare feet." 

• The Construction Safety 

Campa ign annua l general 

meeting takes place on Satur-

day 20 June in Lyndhurst 

Hall, Warden Road, London 

NW5; Registration, which 

costs £5 including tea, coffee 

and lunch, starts at 10am. 

Tickets for the evening social, 

which follows the AGM, cost 

£3. 

• MAYDAY: Sheffield Con-
nolly Association had 

m another successful day at 
the Chesterfield Trades 
council Mayday celebration 
last month, when It took its 
now annual pitch among the 
stalls and sold a range of 
books and pamphlets at the 
well-attended event. 

The branch's well-known 
banner was spontaneously 
applauded by a group Of 
demonstrators lining the 
route Into Chesterfield's 
Market Square. 
£Bolsover Labour MP' Den-

I nie Skinner won the loudest 
round of applause from the 
rally when he explained his 
continued opposition to the 

! British military presence in 
the Six Counties. 

Pic: DAVID GRANVILLE 

Chris C o n w a y 

BUILDING sites in London 

could be set for a series of 

lightning strikes over the 

summer as the unofficial Lon-

don Joint Sites Shop Stewards 

Committee intensifies its cam-

paign of industrial action. 

The committee is led by 

young activists using militant 

tactics which have already 

brought it victories in seven 

disputes since the beginning of 

the year. They have tapped a 

grounds well of anger in the in-

dustry where on many sites the 

safety and conditions clock has 

been turned' back to the 

nineteenth century. Anti-

union legislation has made it 

H E A D L I N E ' S 

official versfon of events 
lartin Moriarty 

IE family of a loyalist 

paramilitary shot dead by 

I undercover British Army 

soldiers is to take a civil action 

against the Min is t ry of 

Defence after a Belfast inquest 

ruled he had been killed when 

he night have been arrested. 

The remarkable decision by 

an eight-person jury means the 

family's civil action is likely to 

be the first in a very long line 

as a whole series of inquests 

in to controversial ki l l ings 

hitherto suspended or entirely 

unheard come before new Bet 

fast coroner John Leckey. 

UVF member Brian Robin-

son was shot dead wh i l e 

making his getaway from the 

sectarian murder of Patrick 

McKenna on the C rum l i n 

Road in September 1989. 

After pumping 11 bullets 

into the 42-year-old Catholic, 

he and a fellow gang member 

were escaping on a motorbike 

when they were ambushed by 

British soldiers in two un-

marked cars. According to 

eyewitnesses, Robinson was 

lying wounded on the ground 

when a soldier walked to 

within six or seven feet of him 

and shot him twice in the head. 

In written statements read 

to the inquest atthe very end 

of April/the soldiers made the 

wearily predictable claim that 

Robinson seemed to be turn-

ing towards them as if to shoot 

when they opened fire. They 

had acted in fear of their lives 

and in self-defence, the state-

ments claimed. 

But the coroner's jury 

rejected allegations by the sol-

diers that Rob inson was 

armed at the time of his death, 

and, more remarkably, dis-

missed their version of events, 

which d id not include the 

coups de graces to Robinson's 

head. 

In his summary of the 

evidence, Mr Leckey said 

Robinson's involvement in the 

McKenna killing should be 

disregarded by the jury, since 

everyone, "regardless of what 

crime they may have com.-

mit ted, shou ld , where 

possible, be captured alive." 

And to considerable 

surprise, he also warned that 

the jury needed to exercise 

caution when dealing with 

written statements by soldiers 

involved in controversial kill-

ings. The situation was "less 

than perfect", he said, when 

jurors could not assess the ac-

counts of witnesses under 

questioning. 

The inquest was the first of 

many wh i ch have been 

delayed by lengthy legal bat-

tles which went as high as the 

House of Lords to determine 

admissibi l i ty of written 

evidence from soldiers in-

volved in disputed killings. 

Two years ago, the Lords 

ruled that RUC officers in-

volved in three of the killings 

investigated by former 

Manchester deputy chief con-

stable John Stalker should not 

be compelled to give evidence 

to the inquests. 

And earlier this year, they 

backed Mr Leckey's predeces-

sor in his decision to accept 

written evidence from un-

named soldiers who killed 

three armed IRA activists in 

Strabane in 1985. 

The conclusion of the legal 

debates means that the 44 in-

quests into cases of disputed 

killings which have not been 

heard in whole or in part in the 

last 10 years are now likely to 

be opened. 

REFERENDUM 

ONOMIC and monetaiy 

ion would mean "hair-

shirt budgets, higher taxes 

and government cutbacks for 

the foreseeable future," 

warned a report by the Plat-

form for Emp loyment , 

Democracy and Neutrality last 

month. u -

Ratif icat ion of the 

richt Treaty vyoyldopen 

a decade of def lat ion 

th roughou t the European 

Communi ty , warned report 

co-author Anthony Coughlan 

at the launch. 

As EC member states strug-

gled to meet the guidelines on 

budget deficits, national debt 

and low inflation, a period of 

low economic growth would 

inevitably follow, he argued. 

At tacking the Dub l i n 

government 's propaganda 

over Maastricht, he said that 

tihe es tab l i shment l ine of 

"economic hell if we vote Nio 

and paradise if we vote Yes" 

had to be rejected. 

Maastricht: The Economic 
Pitfalls argues economic ac-

tivity would Concentrate in the 

more prosperous regions of 

the EC, further deplet ing 

Ireland's manufacturing base. 

^Promises of increased EC 

funding to the 26 Counties 

would not be enough while 

there remained no EC-wide 

taxation and public spending 

system, it says. 

CORK 

^ County Council is to 

crack down on chemical 

(and industrial plants in 

the harbour area after a sig-

nificant rise in the number of 

complaints of ill-health and air 

pollution over a wide area of 

East Cork. 

At least three major in-

dustries in the lower harbour 

area are to be prosecuted over 

recent incidents, the council 

has, confirmed. 

Environmental officer lain 

Maclean described the extent 

of the problem as "very dis-

turbing" already. And locals 

recognise that the noxious 

chemical emissions are set to 

worsen as the weather gets 

hotter. 

J Ringsakiddy-based Angus; 

Pine Chemicals has already 

beenfined £2,000by Judge,Ber-

nard Carroll at Carricaline 

Court after a spillage at the 

plant caused serious air aad 

drinking water pollution. 

Two reports have pointed 

the finger at industries in the 

area. 

An investigation in to air 

quality in the harbour area 

commissioned by the Federa-

tion of Irish Chemical 

Industries recorded a high fre-

quency of emissions. 

And a study by the Resour-

ces and Env ironmenta l 

Management Unit of Univer-

sity College Cork, elements of 

which were leaked by the Cork 

Environmental Alliance, con-

cludes that the chemical and 

harmaceutical industry is to 

' for air pollution. 

FICI director-general NV:-; 

Buckley c la imed, the C E A i | 

would be "very welcome'' to a 

copy of the report when it was • I 

ready for publ icat ion, bu t f 

stressed it had not been shown \ 

to anybody, thus sparking i ' 

local anxiety that it will be left 

to gather dust on a shelf. 

BUt theCE A argued that the 

study would do nothing to 

allay the concern of residents 

of Little Island, Cobh, Cros-

shaven a n d R ingsak iddy , 

whose children suffer from 

bronchitis, asthma and other 

chest complaints. 

In an index of the extent of fl 

local anxieties, few families are 1 

now eating fish from Cork 

Harbour, most of which is 

shipped to other parts of the 

country, and the city's 25 fish 

shpps and stalls have now . 

been reduced to just-three. 

i / r i i v / ' o 

K c l l ! O 

H E R O t S 

8pm Friday 
1 / J u i v 

B R U S S E L S W A T C H 

Don't mention 
the M-word 

NE OF THE major areas not discussed during 

^ the British General Election campaign was the 

ndmg ratification of the Maastricht Treaty. 

Even the text is not available for interested 

^peop le to study and analyse. 

There is no sound reason not to publish the text ex-

cept to keep us all in ignorance. In Denmark the text 

has been freely available for some time during the 

public debate before their referendum on this month. 

The new British government is rushing through 

parliament a bill to ratify the treaty as soon as pos-

sible. This will curtail any opposition mounting a 

vocal and effective campaign to prevent ratification 

and ni le out any public debate. What has been agreed 

and signed will affect all our lives well into the next 

century. 

The national question in Britain has not fully sur-

faced, yet. In Scotland the campaign and support for 

independence grows. In Wales it is less pronounced. 

The struggle for a united 

Ireland persists and is sup-

ported by most of the 

British electorate. 

In England the national 

question, of independence 

and self-determination, is 

little understood. This is 

hardly surprising where 

England, for ever it seems, 

has had its own common 

market of the United 

Kingdom and a long history 

_ of imperialism across the 

understood ^e. 
But from having the 

largest empire in the world, 

Britain is now a subjugate state in the European Com-

munity. Since 1973, it has already passed many 

sovereign powers to make laws and policies across to 

the EC. Virtually all similar powers will go the same 

way if die treaty on European Union is ratified. 

Economic, monetary and political union means the 

Euro-government outlined in the Maastricht treaty 

wil l make Hie important laws and policies which 

govern Britain and England. 

The development and progress of all the nations in-

volved with the EC will be held up and distorted. The 

claim in Scotland is Whitehall makes decisions about 

Scotland using a majority of English either in govern-

ment or paiiiament. Ireland's development was held 

up by the long union with England which readers of 

this paper need no lessons on. It will not be different 

for Britain or England in the proposed European 

Union, i ?.' 

Obviously and despite all the obstacles, everything 

must be donetoprevent ratification of Maastricht. The 

"main weakness lies in the peoples of England not un-

derstanding the need to defend their right to self-deter-

mination and independence, the national question. 

This wil l surface in some form in the political life of 

Britain where a realignment of politic&and political 

'The 
national 
question is 
hardly 
surprisingly, 
little 

The contest for the Labour Party leadership has 

such elements. John Smith is all for taking Britain into 

economic and monetary union and having a single EC 

currency. Bryan Gould is critical of Britain's member-

ship of the EC's exchange rate mechanism which locks 

the currency to the German mark and robs Britain of 

economic independence. Gou ld was an active anti-

Marketeer: let us hope he remains true to this prin-

cipled position held in the past. 

Although we face the prospect of another five years 

of A Conservative government, they will take the 

blame for what takes place in that period. This wil l in-

clude Britain's demise and further deindustrialisation 

in the EC, the effects of centralising capital in the 

Single European Market, the loss of control over the 

economy because of the exchange rate mechanism and 

European Union if ratified. 

What has to be done isito win all sections of the 

labour and trade union movemertfto opposition to 

Euro-federalism and understanding of the national 

question and the importance of self determination. 

With democracy these are the fundamental com-

ponents required for progress. 

• JOHN BOYD 
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THE SCOTTISH DEBATE 

M E D I A W A T C H 

It's wearily 
predictable 

IT IS ALL BECOMING so predictable now. The 

colonised Irish fight back by extending the bombing 

campaign to the 'mainland'. The bomb goes off. The 

reaction of the media who practically ignore such 

events in Northern Ireland, is hysterical to say the 

least. The British security forces, egged on by the 

media, become emotively hyped up and charge out into 

the Irish areas to make an arrest. They need something 

to feed to the howling media. Any Irish person will do. 

The Guildford Four, the Maguire Seven, the Birmin-

gham Six are only the ones we know about. If they can-

not get an Irish person to sacrifice they will accept an 

mentally disturbed English person — Judith Ward. 

If this does not work they will release the name of 

somebody named Magill who they know is not in-

volved and feed the information to the media. Anybody 

will do, the gullible public must be assured that the 

Irish will not win and the police are on the ball and can 

deal with any political dissent. 

It is all a facade of misinformation. The exercise has 

been completed so many times that the police informa-

tion service and the media know the routine backwards. 

There are no mavericks in the British media, everybody, 

but everybody toes the official line when it comes to 

Ireland. War conditions apply. 

It is therefore with surprise that we report the 

bravery of Channel 4 who made a programme on the 

widespread collusion (confirmed by the Stevens in-

quiry) between members of the security forces and 

loyalist death squads. The collusion included members 

of the business community who 'colluded' in supplying 

information compiled by the army or the RUC for politi-

cal and sectarian murders. This is common knowledge 

among the nationalist community in Northern Ireland 

who see the 'security forces' as representing a foreign 

power in their country. 

The Director of Public Prosecutions on the advice of 

the Royal Ulster Constabulary issued an order that 

Channel 4 produce the name or names of those who sup-

plied information to Box Productions, the makers of the 

programme. If the names were not supplied the assets 

of Channel 4 and Box would be seized. 

The frightener worked. Both companies had already * 

given the RUC a dossier of material used to make the 

programme, and now handed over further material. 

They stated that they declined to hand over information 

that would put the life of their informant in danger. 

They also stated that the programme was made in the 

public interest and the 1989 Prevention of Terrorism Act 

should not be used against them. 

But it will be used against them and anybody else 

who tries to tell the British public what is happening in 

their name in Northern Ireland. There are not many 

who dare speak out on this subject. Now there will be 

less. 

• PETER MULLIGAN 
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Onto the next £1,000! 
THE Connolly Association, which publishes the Irish 
Democrat every month as part of its campaign to win 
an ever-increasing constituency for British 
disengagement, relies on its supporters to stay afloat 
financially and politically. We are winning new friends 
all the time, but to weld them into a political force for 
change, we need cash. And, despite the generosity of 
last month's donors, we need more than is currently 
coming in. £400 is very welcome — but It's £600 short 
of the monthly total we need. So whatever you can spare 
this month, however big or small, will be most welcome. 
Meanwhile, thanks to all of the following: Anon £5.20, 
South London CA £117, in memory of Hannah Fletcher 
from D Fletcher £20, CC £5, P McLoughlin £6, Anon 
£1.80, Mr and Mrs Jennings £5, G Hariison £30, B 
Farrington £50, R Smith £5, D Kotz £5, S McKeever 
£2.50, P Tron £1.50, Banker s orders £145. 

MAY TOTAL: £399 
RUNNING TOTAL: £2,037.59 

Time to live dangerously 
north of the border 
SEAN 
McLAREN 

argues the 
Scottish 
Constitutional 
Convention is 
central to 
political change 

NOW is the time for the left 

i nc l ud ing the 

nationalists to put on 

their sombre suits of sobriety 

as Scotland does emerge from 

its post-election hangover, a 

little jaded but with exciting 

possibilities ahead of us. 

I for one have read both 

Peter Berresford Ellis's 

columns on the Scottish con-

st i tut ional quest ion with 

dismay. Not once does he men-

tion the Scottish Constitutional 

Convention or the role of the 

Scottish TUC but instead con-

tinues wi th the i l lusory 

insistence on a future Scottish 

National Party resurgence. 

That nationalists have now 

had two bites from the same 

constitutional cherry—at their 

insistence — and have been 

rejected at a national and local 

level not for their "inde-

pendence w i th in Europe" 

stance but for their go-it-alone 

posturing which is much to the 

distaste of the Scots. This part-

ly expla ins the Scottish 

electorate's resistance to trans-

late their support for 

independence into votes. More 

importantly, how can a party 

with no presence in the institu-

tions of civil society outside of 

party politics hope to lead a 

whole nation to statehood? 

The president of the Scot-

tish mineworkers George 

Bolton was right when he said 

at the STUC Congress that the 

votes of the 20 per cent of Scots 

who voted for the SNP do not 

belong to the SNP. Neither do 

the 39 per cent who voted for 

Labour 's vision belong to 

Labour. We are talking about 

people— individuals. They do 

not belong to parties. We 

belong to them. And the STUC, 

die to its special position as an 

honest broker in Scottish af-

fairs, can help provide the 

focus for change. 

Two years ago, the achieve-

ment of consensus over a 

scheme for a Scottish parlia-

ment with the overwhelming 

support of the Scottish people 

through trade union, church or 

party affiliation, would have 

been written off as "pie in the 

sky". But this vision did suc-

ceed and on the basis of the 

Claim of Right, Scotland now 

has the outlines for a parlia-

ment of a radically new type. 

The failure of 9 April was 

not the failure of that scheme, 

but the failure of our voting 

system, coupled with the ar-

rogance of all the parties. Now 

is the time, as Campbell Chris-

tie said at the STUC Congress, 

to be prepared to live a little 

dangerously. Personally, I 

think the Scots can stand the 

excitement but can the Scottish 

Labour Party, the Scottish 

Liberal Democrats, the Scottish 

Greens and the Scottish Na-

tional Party? 

Those in the Convention 

have developed their strategy 

as to the way forward. Wider 

agreement has been achieved 

on the need for a multi-option 

referendum — so let's all pull 

together, whether we are in a 

party or in none, and truly 

fight for Scotland's interests 

rather than insist on the one 

true path. 

I am talking electoral pacts 

in the remaining Tory seats, fu-

ture real ignments and 

common approaches in the 

defence of our education and 

health services, both rightly 

cherished by the Scots. 

Crucial to all this of course 

is the involvement of the Scot-

tish people themselves. This 

means all of us and I include 

myself d ropp ing any rem-

nants of sectariansim towards 

each other for the common 

good. We the Scots need to 

take the demand of self-

government and the 

referendum to our com-

munities, our workplaces and 

churches in order to prevent 

Westminster imposing its will 

on ourselves — the majority. 

Definitely, keep watching 

Scotland for the emergence of 

a new politics which will in-

form progressives in England 

and Wales as to the way for-

ward. 

I welcome Conor Foley's 

recognition that those of us in 

the Convention camp are in-

deed anti-unionists, but why 

swing back to the idea of a 

majority for independence in a 

referendum when the real task 

is making the referendum a 

reality? Don't look to Scotland 

to unshackle England and 

Wales from the union — this is 

a task the Scottish and Irish 

have been trying to accomplish 

over the years. Let's hope 

others can learn from both our 

successes and failures. 

• Sean McLaren is convenor 
of Edinburgh Democratic 
Left 

When electoral arithmetic gets 
the upper hand over class unity 
The left should be 
arguing for 
socialism not 
getting tangled 
up in the PR 
debate, argues 
PETER 
LATHAM 

I MUST SAY I am puzzled. 

Why is it that a paper like the 

Irish Democrat is no more 

able to withstand the current 

euphoria for proportional rep-

resentation than less well-in-

formed sections of the left? 

Mere arithmetic seems to have 

got the upper hand over work-

ing class unity and, more wor-

ryingly, the principle of victory 

by majority vote. 

There seems to be an as-

sumpt ion that if the 

proport ions of MPs in the 

Commons were altered by PR 

then the character of the Com-

mons would also be changed. 

This assumpt ion is highly 

suspect. We would be less like-

ly to elect a Labour 

government than at present, 

not more, and even if we got 

one the constitutional basis — 

or in plain language, the bour-

geois character — of the 

Commons would be just the 

same as it is now. It would still 

have al l the l imitat ions 

referred to by Peter Berresford 

Ellis in his May column. I can-

not see that we would have 

wrested very much from the 

ruling class. It seems to me that 

because of the current difficul-

ties of arguing for socialism, 

some of us are settling for elec-

toral devices as a way forward. 

Theconstitutional semi-tur-

moil in Scotland gives an 

apparent justification for these 

ideas. Home Rule and PR 

mean more democracy, which 

is just what we want. Or is it? 

There is more to democracy 

than just voting, important 

though that is. There is the 

. - . . . . ,/:.?„> - . ; • 

vexed question of getting what 

you vote for. The Tories seem 

unl ikely to concede Home 

Rule for Scotland, at least for 

the present. But if they did, 

would they suddenly giver to 

a Scottish Labour parliament 

all the things they are currently 

deny ing via the existing 

mechanisms — funds for 

manufacturing investment, 

improved rail and bus 

transport, better housing, 

education, social services? I 

doubt it. Greater London, 

similar in population to Scot-

land, had its elected council 

scrapped precisely because it 

wanted to provide some of 

these things. Home Rule, with 

or without PR, would be cold 

comfort if more "democracy" 

made absolutely no difference 

in practice. 

In any case the Scottish-

English relationship is barely 

comparab le w i t h that of 

Ireland and England. My un-

derstanding is that Scotland 

became a junior partner with 

England in the growth of 

British imperialism and played 

a prominent part in its colonial 

activities arOund the world, 

such as the civilisation o f 

Africa by Sottish missionaries 

like Livingstone. While the 

H igh l anders paid a bitter 

price, as did the Irish, Scottish 

cities in the low lands 

prospered along with their 

English counterparts. Ireland, 

by contrast, failed to urbanise 

to anything like the same ex-

tent, as profits and population 

were creamed off to foot the 

British bill, remember too that 

Scotland had its own colonial 

adventures such as the planta-

"Ron of Ulster and the attempt 

to set u p trading posts like 

Darien in Central America. 

Are these the actions of an ex-

ploited colony? 

I bel ieve that both 

nationalism within Britain and 

PR both deserve discussion 

from a principled class-con-

scious position. Unfortunately 

in the current wave of Senti-

ment, this is not happening, as 

people hope against hope for 

something good to focus on. 

• Peter Latham is a member 
of Shel ield Connolly As-
sociation 
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Already under 
pressure from the 
Office of Fair 
Trading and new 
competition 
legislation, 
British Gas is 
now facing the 
investigation of. 
its new 
Ballylumford 
operation, reports 
MARTIN 
MORIARTY 

BRITISH GAS looks set to 

become the first London-

based company to come 

under internat ional fair 

employment pressure after its 

acquisition of a six-county 

electricity generating station 

with an appalling record of 

employment discrimination. 

T|f». company bought the 

Ballylumford power station 

for £132.4 mil l ion in Apri l 

when the government 

privatised Northern Ireland 

Electricity. 

Acquisition of the largest of 

the three NIE plants was part 

of the company's international 

expansion policy, which aims 

to compensate for the enforced 

shr inkage of its domestic 

market over the next three 

years by investment in money-

making overseas operations. 

Since the Office of Fair 

Trading ordered British Gas 

earlier this year to cut its share 

of the British industrial market 

in half by 1995 and the new 

Compet i t ion and Services 

(Utilities) Act opened the door 

to competition for domestic 

supply, the company has been 

looking beyond its home base 

in an attempt to preserve 

profitability. 

Which is where Ballylum-

ford came in. But the; 

acquisition of the Northern 

Ireland plant has not proved to 

be as straightforward an in-

vestment as British Gas might 

have hoped, for their owner-

ship has served to open its 

discriminatory employment 

practices to transatlantic 

scrutiny for the first time, since 

New York City, which is legal-

ly obl iged to ensure its 

investments in six-county 

businesses do not underwrite 

workplace religious dis-

crimination, has a massive $48 

million (£28 million) pension 

fund stake in British Gas and 

fully intends to use it to push 

for change at the plant. 

Change is certainly over-

due at the plant, situated about 

30 miles from Belfast near 

Lame. While NIE's overall 

employment record was not 

good, with less than 20 per cent 

of its 5,600-strong workforce 

found to be Catholic by the Fair 

Employment Commiss ion 

religious discrimination has 

KEARNEY: statistics 
prove discrimination 

created an even greater dis-

parity at Ballylumford, where 

only 8 per cent of workers on 

the payroll are Catholic, ac-

cording to Equality's Oliver 

Kearney. 

The Northern Ireland Of-

fice can hardly believe their 

bad luck. The eager interest in 

a privatised NIE plant of cam-

paigners for the MacBride 

Principles, which commit US 

companies to promoting fair 

employment in their Northern 

Ireland operations, can hardly 

have been the sort of thing 

former Northern Ireland 

Secretary Peter Brooke meant 

when he declared in the House 

of Commons: "I welcome the 

opportunities which [the sale 

of the plant will] present." 

The Department of 

Economic Development an-

nounced last month that 

British Gas would be " subject 

to all the requirements of fair 

employment legislation" in an 

attempt to head off MacBride 

lobbyists at the pass. 

They are not likely to have 

much luck. Using the lever of 

contract compliance legisla-

tion passed by New York City 

last year, Comptro l ler 

Elizabeth Holtzman — who 

has responsibility for the city's 

pension fund portfolio — has 

already persuaded Bombar-

dier, the Canadian owners of 

the Shorts aircraft factory, to 

improve its employment prac-

tices in Belfast under threat of 

losing its lucrative subway car 

and garbage van contracts 

with the city. The company has 

since opened a recruitment of-

fice in neutral central Belfast 

and its managing director has 

even met with Sinn F6in coun-

cillor Pat Rice to discuss 

religious discrimination. 

Investigators with the 

Washington-based Investor 

Responsibility Research In-

stitute, which has published 

three reports into fair employ-

ment in Northern Ireland after 

previous fact-finding, trips, 

were last month seeking meet-

ings with management and 

un ion representatives to 

p ro f i l e the Ba l ly lumford 

employment situation for their 

US subscribers in their next 

report. 

• Fair employment campaig-

ners expect a decision later 

this month on a contract com-

pliance bill modelled on the 

successful New York City 

legislation, which was last 

mon th work ing its way 

through New York State. 
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Campaigners urge Mayhew to credit J g j g " 
Doherty's US years ! counties 

•wjW hi-, -

RIGHTS 
Democrat reporter 

MERICAN human rights 

I campaigners are calling 

I on Northern Ireland 

Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 

to credit deportee Joe Doherty 

with the over eight years he 

spent on remand in Belfast and 

the US against the sentence he 

is now serving in the Six Coun-

ties. 

After winning his legal bat-

tle against extradit ion, 

Ddherty was deported from 

the US to Northern Ireland in 

February this year when he 

lost his bid to claim asylum. 

But no decision has yet been 
reached on whether the 13 
mdnths he spent on remand in 
Crumlin Road jail or the eight 
yeaf-s and eight months he 
spent imprisoned without 
charge in the US will be 

' • 

credited against his Northern 

Ireland jail term. 

"Al lowing Joe credit for 

t ime served is w i th i n Sir 

Patrick's discretion," ex-

p la ined Ann Gaughan , 

associate director of American 

Protestants for the Truth about 

Ireland, last month. 

'There is precedent for the 

principle of allowing prisoners 

serving sentences in UK 

prisons credit for time served 

in other jurisdictions," she 

said. 

j She argued that common 

fairness and decency would 

demand that the years Doherty 

spent in US jails uncharged 

wi th any criminal act in 

Amer ican law should be 

credited against the time he is 

now serving in Nor thern 

Ireland. 

"In 1988, the Board of Im-

migration Appeals ordered a 

hearing on Joe's daim that he 

wou ld face persecution if 

returned to the UK, " Ms 

Gaughan pointed out. 

"A denial of credit by Sir 

Patrick would be the embodi-

ment of the argument found so 

persuasive by the BIA," she 

said. 

American Protestants for 

the Truth about Ireland is ur-

ging an internat ional 

campaign to persuade the 

Northern Ireland Secretary of 

the case for credit, and mount-

ing pressure on the US Senate 

and House of Representatives 

for transatlantic action. 

• Wri te to: The Right 

Honourab le Sir Patrick 

Mayhew, Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland, Stormont 

Castle, Belfast BT4 3FT and if 

you can send a copy to 

Doherty's US lawyers Some-

rstein and Pike, 401 

Broadway, 27th floor, New 

York, NY 10013. 

UNIONS 

THE American Federation 

of State, Coun ty and 

Municipal Employees, the 

US public service union, has 

formed a Northern Ireland 

Committee to educate and in-

form its members about the 

crisis in the Sue Counties. 

Chaired by CSEA executive 

vice-president Danny 

Donohue, the committee plans 

to s tudy the pol i t ical , 

economic, religious and labour 

situation in the North. 

Inspired by the report of the 

three-district NALGO delega-

tion to both parts of Ireland in 

October 1990 — N A L G O is 

AFSCME's sister union — Mr 

Donohue is planning to or-

sunilar delegation to 

reland and Britain later this 

year. 

AFTER the election result was known, Ian Lang made 

it quite clear that the Conservatives had won in 

Scotland. The result according to the Tories was: 

Conservatives 11, SNP 3. The 49 Labour and 9 Liberal 

Democrat seats didn't matter. 

And Ian Lang was right! In a Scottish context, the 

Tories campaigned for the status quo and only the SNP 

demanded the right of the Scottish people to take their 

independence. 

The plain truth is that all those who voted Labour 

were playing the UK political game — and they lost. The 

English Tories overwhelmed them. 

No matter how much they huff and puff with their 

Scotland United and suchlike groups, they are powerless 

to achieve anything. A nation which demands inde-

pendence can take its case to the international 

community. One which wants devolution has to neg for 

it from its masters. 

I think Conor Foley's evaluation of the Scottish TUC 

as being "light years left of the British TUC" is very wide 

of the mark. The STUC is dominated by the same people 

as the BTUC — the leaders of the big English-based 

unions. Campbell Christie could call for Alex Salmond 

to address the conference because he is a member of the 

only big Scottish union — the Educational Institute of 

Scotland. But the English-based unions vetoed it. 

I hop I am wrong, but I think the Scottish Labour MPs 

will soon abandon their campaign in Scotland. John 

Smith and Donald Dewar will soon make them toe the 

English party line. 
Brian Wilkinson 

c Buckie 

King Death 
HAVING followed the argument about O'Connell in 
your recent columns, the verses below caught my eye 
when I stumbled over them reading The Northern Star: 

King Dan — A New Version of King Death 

King Dan was a rare old fellow, 
On cash he was always bent; 
He called for the gold so yellow, 
And they forked out the Irish rent. 
Hurrah for the Irish Rent! 

There came to him, many starving, 
Who'd forgotten the word content; 
And widows, their last mite halving, 
To add top the Irish rent. 
Hurrah for the Irish Rent! 

The workman gave half his earning, 
Though the children wanted clothes; 
And the peasant, a penny turning, 
To the rent-fund a farthing throws. 
Hurrah for the Irish Rent! 

All came up to the royal old fellow, 
Who laughed to his heart's content — 
As he took up the gold so yellow, 
And promised repeal for the rent. 
Hurrah! hurrah! 
Hurrah for the Irish Rent! 

As readers will no doubt be aware, The Star was the 

main newspaper of the Chartists movement, and ex-

hibited great support for Irish causes. They had in this 

case filched the poem from an early part of Punch, at that 

time a good deal more favourably disposed towards 

radical aspirations than it was later to become. 

But the Chartist reviewer prefaced publication with a 

few remarks of his own: "The following is not amiss: we 

copy it for the use of ad mirers of the 'Liberator', the 'Irish 

Moses', the 'Saviour of the nation not yet saved'." 

The main grudge held against O'Connell by the Char-

tists movement was his hostility towards trade unions, 

particularly evidenced in the persecutions of Glasgow 

cotton spinners. But this is outside the remit of your 

debate. 

Jim Clayson 
London NW11 
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Collins and De Valera: the men and the myths 
Conor Foley 
De Valera - The Man and 
the Myths, T Ryle Dwyer , 
Poolbeg, £7 .50 pbk Michael 
Collins, Tim Pat Coogan, 
Arrow Books . £6.99 pbk 

MICHAEL Collins and 

Eamon de Valera have 

been the subjects of 

many biographies but the 

two men's influence in shap-

ing modern Ireland was 

such that the market can 

stand another couple. 

Modern Irish historiog-

raphy, to an even greater ex-

tent than contemporary 

politics, is still divided over 

the 1921 Treaty settlement 

which partitioned Ireland 

and laid the basis for the 

state which now exists in the 

26 counties. The fact that 

Collins and de Valera took 

opposing sides on this issue 

has coloured all assessments 

of their careers and his-

torians tend to line up in 

rigidly divided camps. 

The irony is that Collins, 

the revolutionary, lost his 

life at the hands of his 

former comrades defending 

the Home Rule cause while 

de Valera, the politician, 

ived to see an independent 

Republic in the 26 counties 

of Ireland established 

through constitutional 

means. 

Neither men were 

socialists and the faith 

which both placed in inde-

pendence as a panacea for 

Ireland's ills has not been 

borne out by events. But 

since most socialists see 

political independence as a 

pre-requisite for a more equi-

table social order, and the 

struggle for it as containing 

a radical dynamic, their lives 

remain of great interest for 

the left. 

It is easy to see why his-

tory has treated Collins well. 

Handsome, flamboyant and 

courageous he was the first 

to grasp that British military 

power in Ireland rested cn 

her intelligence services and 

smashing this was a prereq-

uisite to breaking the 

Empire's hold. Although 

the flying columns helped 

make Ireland ungovernable, 

it was the ruthless execution 

of spies and informers and 

the systematic intimidation 

of the police which really un-

dermined the colonial ad-

ministration. 

De Valera spent most of 

the war in the safety of the 

USA, a fact of which Coogan 

is particularly con-

temptuous. Ryle Dwyer 

develops the revisionist 

thesis about de Valera's 

"mother complex" arguing 

that he often looked to 

America in times of trouble 

and suggesting that perhaps 

it symbolised the mother 

who rejected him in infancy. 

Whi le entertaining, this ar-

gument shows the self-indul-

gence of so much modern 

Irish history-writing. The 

United States was the most 

powerful nation in the 

world. It had a large and in-

fluential Irish community 

and a traditional antipathy 

towards Britain. O f course 

de Valera was to use this to 

try and win concessions 

from the Brits; he was a 

good politician. 

That is really the nub of 

the argument. Collins was a 

soldier and an administrator 

but Lloyd George ran rings 

around him in the Treaty 

negotiations. He came back 

from London with a flawed 

document and then tried to 

prevent the civil war with a 

series of intrigues which in 

fact precipitated i t 

De Valera was not a 

military man and his ab-

sence from Ireland during 

the Tan war was probably 

no harm. It was his decision 

not to go to London which 

was of greater consequence. 

Desmond Greaves once sug-

gested the merits of de 

Valera's alternative to the 

Treaty Document may yet 

come to be appreciated. The 

point of it was that it could 

have held the republican 

movement together without 

antagonising the British to 

the point of all-out war. 

De Valera was to pursue 

the formula of "external as-

sociation" contained with in 

it for the rest of his political 

life and it was his success in 

achieving most of this on 

which his reputation rests. 

His tactical manoeuvres 

have been much remarked 

upon but the consistency 

with which he pursued that 

central goal, was quite 

remarkable. Subsequent 

generations of republicans 

have spent much time 

analysing the strengths and 

weaknesses of Michael Col-

lins. Perhaps they should 

pay similar attention to what 

de Valera was really u p to. 

Little consideration has been given to the evolution of their politics 

Peter Berresford Ellis 
Legion of the Rearguard: 
The IRA and the Modern 
Irish State, Conor Foley. 
Pluto Press, £9 .95 pbk 

PERHAPS I SHOULD START 
with a confession of 
bias. I had the privilege 

to read this book in 
manuscript 18 months ago. I 
applauded it then as I ap-
plaud it now. It is one of 
those rare studies which are a 
must for any student of Irish 
history of w hatever political 
persuasion. It takes its place 
alongside works such as 
Macardle's Tl:e Irish Republic, 
Greaves' Life and Times of 
lames Connolly, Joyce's Social 
History of Ancient Ireland, 
Connolly's Labour in Irish His-

tory and so on. In other 

words, it is one of the books 

that are central to an under-

standing of Irish history. 

Why, then, is this a book 

of importance? Firstly, it 

deals with a period which 

has never been fully explored 

before — it concentrates on 

the republican movement in 

Ireland during the period 

1921-1941 and includes a suc-

cinct and highly important 

e' say on republicanism from 

m 2 through to 1992. 

It is the first book which 

examines the political evolu-

tion of republicanism since 

the unsuccessful War of Inde-

pendence 1919-1921 which 

resulted in defeat for the 

republicans, led to an English-

engineered Civil War and the 

Partition of Ireland at gun-

point. Not even Bowyer Bell's 

now standard study of the 

IRA, The Secret Army, dealt so 

clearly and with such 

detailed source material, on 

the all-important period of 

the 1930s. 

Indeed, the author has to 

be congratulated on his 

diligent research and 

scrupulous footnotes. The 

work is written with an ap-

parent effortless ease of 

thought and style. 

Conor Foley correctly 

states that therelias been no 

shortage of analyses of the 

modern IRA, its strategy and 

roots in the alienation of the 

nationalist community in the 

Six Counties. But little, if any, 

attention has actually been 

paid to the republican 

movement's internal ideologi-

cal dynamic. Little considera-

tion has been given to the 

historical evolution of the 

political ideology of 

republican movement and its 

physical force wing. His pur-

pose is to provide that ex-

amination and he does it 

well. 

I am delighted to welcome 

an historian of talent and 

political perspicacity. More 

so, following the usual Irish 

historical fare we are current-

ly being fed with. The neo-

Unionism (miscalled 

'revisionism') which has for 

some years now been at-

tempting to de-legitimise 

present day republicanism by 

criticising Ireland's historical 

struggle for independence, 

by exonerating England's 

past colonial mismanage-

ment and justifying the parti-

tion of Ireland. 

This work is a breath of 

fresh air compared to the tur-

gid 'objectivity' of profes-

sional place-seeking 

'academics' eagerly seeking 

to hold their sinecures. Here 

is history as it should be writ-

ten. 

O f great importance, if 

one can single out areas in a 

work that is important from 

start to finish, are the chap-

ters on the Republican Con-

gress, the Connolly Column 

in the International Brigade 

during the Spanish CivU 

War, and also the analysis of 

the IRA bombing campaign 

of 1939-41.1 was particularly 

fascinated by Conor Foley's 

analysis of the latter. It 

seemed more coherent than 

either Bowyer Bell or 

Coogan's studies. 

The publication of the 

book is also particularly time-

ly in view of the new, 

tougher line, being espoused 

by the Tory government 

which has now been given 

five more years of power un-

bridled power in the UK by 

winning support of only 42.5 
per cent of those who 

bothered to vote. Within a 

few hours of being ap-

pointed, the new Secretary of 

State for Northern Ireland, 

Patrick Mayhew, announced 

that the Government's policy 

was to 'defeat the IRA'. The 

appointment as Northern 

Ireland Minister of former 

colonel Michael Mates, right-

wing extremist and political 

thug, would indicate that the 

North is in for a tough time, 

tougher even that the period 

presided over by Labour's 

bully boy, Roy Mason. 

The Tories, in rushing hel-

ter-skelter to escalate the con-

flict in military terms, have 

learnt absolutely nothing 

from the last 23 years; neither 

they have learnt anything 

from the last 800 years. 

Thesimple lesson of his-

tory is that nclt since the birth 

of the Irish republican move-

ment in the 1790s has the 

English government ever 

defeated it. They checked it, 

yes; they have constrained it; 

on occasion, indeed; but it 

has always risen again. It is 

curious that the Tories never 

seem to ask 'wh / ? Why, no 

matter how many times the 

English army and its mer-

cenaries roll over them, do 

the Irish rise up again to con-

found them? 

And what if Mayhew and 

Mates do increase the powers 

of the military? Heaven 

knows they are powerful 

enough. Under British Army 

occupation we have seen a 

frightful erosion of civil liber-' 

ties, and there were precious 

little human rights in the Six 

Counties prior to 1969. The 

British Army has already set 

u p a record of dishonourable 

conduct unmatched by any 

other'security force' in 

Europe. Its 'shoot to kill' 

policies; its torture methods, 

its general repressive policies 

and harassment of the 

nationalist population, have 

made it one of this most 

repugnant repressive forces 

in Ireland. 

And now under Mayhew 

and Mates, over the next five 

years, things will get infinite-

ly worse. 

There is no hint of a politi-

cal solution, let alone a moral 

solution. Brute force is now 

the Tories' declared policy. 

The aim is to pulverise the 

republican movement by all 

means possible. 

Yet the policy is pursued 

against the wishes of the 

sineetheearly 1970s have 

consistently registered 

majority support for British 

withdrawal from Ireland. 

It is curious that British 

politicians seem to have no 

understanding of the prob-

lem, its root and its cause, 

and without an under-

standing they, of course, can-

not begin to comprehend the 

solution. I na nutshell; they 

are the problem and their 

withdrawal is the solution. 

Anything-less Otto that, 

means a continuation of the 

armed struggte for inde-

pendence. 

There should be little ex-

cuse m this day and age for 

ignorance of the history and 

pdWcatdynamks of 

republicanism, or of the back-

ground to4he war in Ireland. 

However, the flood of neo-

Unionist literature has cer-

tainly attempted to obscure 

the issues although there is 

good reason tobelieve that 

the 'revisionist1 assault on 

Irish history is abating, dis-

pelled by its own blatant pro-

BHtish imperialist attitudes. 

Among the current studies, 

Conor Foley's study of this 

important area is a tour.de 

fm-

The Crack Was Ninety Tone's Grave 
in the Isle of Man 
WEREN'T WE the rare old stock, spent the evening 
getting locked 
In the Ace of Hearts, where the high stools were 
engaging 
Over the Butt bridge downby the dock for the boat 
she sailed at 5 o'clock 
Hurry boys now said Whack, or before we're there 
we'll all back 
Carry him if you can. 
Ah the crack was ninety in the Isle of Man. 

Before we reached die Alexander Base, the ding 
dong we did surely raise 

she sailed out of the port 
Landed upin the Douglas Head, enquired for a j 
vacant bed 
The dining room we soon got shown by a decent 
woman up the road 
Tads ate if you can". 
Ah the crack was ninety in die Isle of Man. 

Next morning we went for a ramble round and saw 
the sights of Douglas Town 
Thenwewent for amighty session, in a pub they 
call Dick Darbies 
We must have been drunk by halfpast three, to 
sober up went swimming in the sea 
Back to our digs for (he spruce up and while waiting 
for the fry 
We all drew up our plan. 
Ah the crack was ninety in the Isle of Man. 

That night we went to the Texas Bar, came back 
down by horse and car 
Met Big Jim and all went in to drink some wine in 
Yates's 
The Liverpool women it was said were all to be met 
in the Douglas Head 
McShane was there in his suit and shirt, them 
foreign girls he was trying to fiii 
Saying here girls I'm your man.'* 
Ah the crack was ninety in the Isle of Man. 

Whacker fancied his good looks, on an Isle of Man 
woman he was struck 
But a Liverpool lad was by her side and he was 
thro win' the jar into her 
Whacker thought he'd take a chance, asked the quare 
one out to dance 
Around the floor they stepped it out and to Whack it 
was no bother 
Everything was going to plan. 
Ah the crack was ninety in the Isle of Man. 

The Isle of Man woman fancied Whack, your man 
stood their'till his mates came back. 
And whack! they all whacked into Whack ana 
Whack was 1 

them as well 

did sail 
Deported every man. 
Ah the crack was ninety in the lsleof Man. 

• 1 
I 

IN BODENSTOWN CHURCHYARD there is a green 
grave, 
And wildly around it the winter winds rave; 
Small shelter I ween are the ruined walls there, 
When the storm sweeps down on the plains of Kildare. 

Face I lay on that sod, it lies over Wolfe Tone, 
And I thought how heperished in prison alone, 
His friends unavenged, and his country urtfreed — 
"Oh bitter," I said, "is the patriot's meed." 

For in him the heart of a woman combined 
With a heroic life and a governing mind — 
A martyr for Ireland — his grave had no stone — 
His-name seldom named, and his virtues unknown. 

I was woke from my dream by the voices and tread 
Of a band who came into the home of the dead; 
They carried no coffin, they carried no stone, 
And they stopped when they came to the grave of 
Wolfe Tone. 

They were students and peasants, the wise and the 
brave, 
And. an old man who knew him from cradle to 
grave,And children who thought us hard-hearted: for 
they 
On that sanctified ground were forbidden to play. 

But the old man who saw I was mourning there said: 
"We come, sir, to weep where young Wolfe Tone is 
laid, 
And we're going to raise him a monument too — 
A plain one yet fit for the simple and true!" 

My heart overflowed, and I clasped his old hand, 
And I blessed him and blessed every one of his band: 
"Sweet, sweet, 'tis to find that such faith can remain 
To the cause and the man so long vanquished and 
slain." » 

In Bodenstown churchyard there is a green grave, 
And freely around it let winter winds rave — 
Far better they suit him thaitryin and gloom — 
Till Ireland, a nation, can'bulla him a tomb. 

The Blarney Stone 
OH, 'TWAS on the road to Bandon, 
One fine morning in July, 
I met a lovely colleen 
And she smiled as she passed me by. 
I said: "lam a stranger 

I'm lonely all alone, 
And would you kindly tell me 
Where I'll find the Blarney Stone?" 

CHORUS: 
There's a Blarney atone in Kerry, 
There's a Blarneystone in Clare, 
There's a Blarney stone in Wicklow — 
And there's plenty in Kildare, 
There's a Blarney stone in Leitrim, 
And another in Tyrone, 
Sure the divil a town in Ireland 
But you'll find a Blarney stone. 
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Says she: "I know you come from Galway, 
I I can tell it by your brogue, , 
J Sure, there never was a Galway man 

But he was an awful rogue. 
' But since you are a stranger 
I Where the river Shannon flows, 

And the only Blarney stone I know 
Is underneath my nose." 

Oh, her Irish smile it broadened 
And she winked a roguish eye. 
I felt my heart a-thumpin' 
Till 1 surely thought I'd die, 
So I rowled her in my arms 
And she never made a moan, 
While I kissed the blooming roses 
On the Bandon Blarney stone. 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 

PEPSHOW 

Truth the first 
casualty 
THE DIRECTOR of public prosecutions has charged 
Channel Four with contempt of court for failing to supp-
ly the names of informants who supplied Information 
for • programme on collusion between security forces 
and loyalists gangs. Michael Grade, chief executive of 
Channel Four issued the following statement: 'The 
programme was painstaking, Important and respon-
sible andforthe first time theBrttish public was offered 
first hand evidence that death squads were operating 
in Northern Ireland In collusion with members of the 
security forces and some community leaders." The 
GuanKan 

waanwaaHia "Article 19, the International centre 
against censorship, yesterday described the use of the 
PTA as a 'direct threat to the International law on 
freedom of expression and Information'". Box Produc-
tions, makers of a Channel Four programme which 
looked at the role of state forces Involved in sectarian 
killings announced after receiving a directive under the 
PTA to inform on their sources of Information "This is 
an extremely important test case of the right of Jour-
nalists to scrutinise the activities of the security forces. 
H Is the public right to know that is the central issue." 
The Dally TelegraphTbe CA has always maintained that 
laws to contain dissent in Northern Ireland would be in 
turn be used against the people of this Island. 

w a i a i i a f t n a a a "Mr Steven's detectives eventually 
established that the people who lured the Irish News to 
a Belfast hotel and showed It 64 flies about 233 
Republican activists living In the Irish Republic were 
not disloyal RUC officers but loyalist terrorists actively 
seeking to discredit the force. No-one was ever 
charged." Chris Ryder, Irish Correspondent, The Dally 
Telegraph. This is Ryder's logic — they ascertained 
they were terrorists but they could not charge them 
because they had official documents which would im-
plicate others. 

• i : i s»rtWWi' i "Television programmes about 
Northern Ireland are the wrong place at look for media 
self-interest. The mystery Is why anyone makes such 
programmes at all. Viewers turn off at the very mention 
of the subject. The story has been going haplessly 
round in circles for decades. There Is no sex, no laughs, 
no charm, no hope. The place Is such a hall of mirrors 
that getting anywhere near the truth is difficult, 
dangerous and often prohibitively expensive. We are 
not talking about the rights of Journalists. The Issue at 
stake Is the public interest In Informing people about 
events in Northern Ireland, one of the major political 
stories of our generation." Director of Programmes Liz 
Forgan The Guardian 

FRONT P A G E LIES "Double agent Brian Nelson, who 
worked In Northern Ireland for the Army and the out-
lawed Ulster Defenoe Association, was Jailed for 10 
years after admitting conspiracy to murder five men and 
other terrorist charges." Financial Times The UDA is in 
fact a legal paramilitary organisation. 

•ddMIMhl'JMlSa "All involved In the security cam-
paign agree that the IRA is not short of potential recruits 
and that catching them in the act Is difficult without 
some penetration of the internal working of the or-
ganisation. But the IRA has its own counter-intelligence 
techniques and has become more disciplined and 
sophisticated than In the 1970s and early 1980s. The 
DaHy Telegraph 

KfdllsldJMiJ3l»l Lord McAlpine has announced that 
hlsformer 10 bedroom-mansion which was bombed by 
the IRA Is now for sale. "People seem to be drawn by 
the fact that the IRA bombed it. All the publicity has 
dons us a lot of good," a spokesperson said. Carry on 
bombing? Surely notl The Dally Telegraph 

LAST WORD 

"At once austere and unbending, they were also 
cankerous, febritoand prone to hysteria and conspiracy 
theories." 

• ROY FOSTER, historian, 
onthe fundamentalist settlers In Ulster 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

' GEOFFREY KEATING: His seventeeth centruy writing is a forgotten national monument 

A patriotic Irish Justorian 

DUBLIN UNDER SIEGE 

WI T H THE neo-
u n i o n i s t 

h i s t o r i a n s 

( p o p u l a r l y but 
w r o n g l y known 

r-s ' r e v i s i o n i s t s ^ in hotfoot 
pursuit ot icons to support 
'heir cause, there is one per-
sonal i ty that they wil l 
especially want to shun - un-
less, t>t course, to attempt a 
hatchet' job Isorrv, do 1 mean 
11 order to produce a study of 
u n b i a s e d , academic 

ohiei tivitv'?l on his life and 
work. ! r e f e r to Seathrun 
l e i t m n , m o r e c o m m o n l y 
known bv the Anglicised ver-
sion ot his name, Geof frey 
Keating. 

To Ce i t inn goes the ac-
colade of being Ireland's first 
major patriotic historian of the 
modern era. His famous his-
torv of Ireland, written under 
the title horns Fensa arEirinn (lit. 
.1 bas ic k n o w e d g e about 
Ireland) was undertaken as a 

a 
reaction to the racist nonsense, 
passing for Irish history, being 
written bv English commen-
tators in his day. His work 
was especially a response to 
the o u t p o u r i n g s of such 
p r e c u r s o r s of modern 
revisionism' as William Cam-

den, Edmund Spenser, Fynes 
Morvson, Edmund Campion 
and Richard Stanyhurst. 

C e i t i n n s o c o l o u r f u l l v 
describes them by comparing 
them to 'beetles, wont to roll in 
anv tilth they can find'. 

Unfortunately, to the out-
side world, it w a s the works of 
(. amden et nl which were to be 
accepted as the standard books 
on Ireland for two hundred 
y e a r s , w h i l e the works of 
Ceit inn and others of like 
mind, in the wake of the seven-
teenth century Engl ish 

conquests, were to become al-

most an 'underground ' 

literature. 

I re land today is rather 

replete in summer schools. Yet 

I find it curious that no one has 

apparently thought of organis-

ing a 'Ceitinn Summer School' 

which could be used by those 

Irish historians who shun the 

neo-Unionist school as a 

counterblast platform to the 

'revisionists'. Perhaps it is not 

too late to create such a meet-

ing point? 

C^itinn was born c.AD 1570 

at Burges, Co. Tipperary. The 

name was Norman in origin 

and derived from 'Etienne'. He 

later wrote in his history that if 

he gave the Irish too much 

credit, his readers should 'not 

imagine I do so through par-

tiality, praising them more 

than is just through love of my 

own kindred, for I belong, ac-

cording to my own extraction, 

to the Old Galls or the Anglo-

Norman race.' 

He was sent to a school near 

Cah i r . As he grew o lder 

Seathrun went to the Irish Col-

lege at Bordeaux to study. He 

then completed his studies in a 

seminary in Salamanca. He 

returned to Ireland about A D 

1610 with a doctorate in theol-

ogy and as an ordained priest. 

The Plantation of Ulster had 

been taking place while he was 

abroad as well as the seizure, 

by the English Crown and "its 

servants, of properties else-

where in Ireland th rough 

claims that land-titles were 

flawed. Among those who suf-

fered were CSit inn 's o w n 

family who were forced to 

mortgage their lands to an 

Eng l ish colonist n amed 

Richard Cox with the prospect 

of never being able to recover 

them. Ceitinn lamented: ; 

They have our luckless man-: 

sions without fighting; 
And every sod (hat's best of 
our land - the finest. 

In this poem Om sceolarard-
mhaigh Fdil, written while he 

was in Spain, Ceitinn com-

mented: 

Since I heard the news from 
home, I sleep not quietly; 
And the fate of our helpless 
people for ever tries me; 
Though long they've been a 

, wall against dregs of pirates, 
At last around them much of 
the cockle-weed is twining. 

Returning to his native Tip-

perary, Cei t inn became a 

curate at Tubrid, near Cahir. 

The hamlet took its name from 

a holy well (tober). Ceitinn 

quickly gained a reputation as 

an orator. It is said that he was 

driven from the parish for con-

demning the mistress of Sir 

George Carew, Lord President 

of Munster, in a sermon. The 

outraged lady is reported to 

have persuaded Carew to use 

the anti-Catholic laws to harcgj ^.ysjjich was also published in St 

Ceitinn. 

Soldiers were sent from 

Cork to seize and bring him as 

a prisoner to the city. But 

Ceitinn, forewarned, was able 

to flee into the Galtee Moun-

tains. 

Hiding out in a cave in the 

Glen of Aherlow, about 1620, 

he is said to have decided to 

commence work on his history 

of Ireland, angry that English 

historians were distorting and 

belittling Irish civilization and 

its cultural achievements. 

'I have seen that the natives 

of Ireland are maligned by 

every modern Engl ishman 

who speaks of the country. For 

this reason, being much 

grieved at the unfairness those 

writers have shown to Irish-

men, I have felt urged to write 

a history of Ireland myself.' 

C6itinn travelled all over 

Ireland, consulting ole books 

and ancient manuscr ipts 

which were still in Irish hands, 

and wrote a connected narra-

tive of the history of Ireland, as 

opposed to the usual 

chronological style of record-

ing such as given in the 

contemporary Annfla 
Rioghchta tireann, compiled 

between 1632-36. He was the 

first Irish historian to use the 

narrative style. 

One tradition has Ceitinn 

affecting a disguise to visit 

Cork to transcribe some of tlje 

books in the library of the LQfd 

President of Munster himself, 

while the Lord President's sol-

diers scoured the countryside 

for him. The same tradition has 

him making a similar visit to 

Dublin to examine the ancient 

texts. 

The book was completed 

before 1630 and was written in 

what is now considered as 

Early Modern Irish. It wasi 

greeted with acclaim and 

numerous manuscript copies 

were made and circulated. 

Printing in Irish was then ex-

tremely difficult due to the 

tight hold the English ad-

ministrat ion kept on the 

presses. The centres of Irish 

printing were on the Continent 

(Brussels, Louvain, Antwerp, 

Paris and Rome) from where 

books in Irish were smuggled 

into the country to keep the na-

tive literary tradition alive. 

The earliest surviving Irish 

manuscript of Ceitinn's book is 

dated 1636 and is now in the 

Franciscan Archives of Dublin. 

A Latin translation was pub-

lished in St Malo, Brittany in 

1660. This was made by Father 

Sein O Loingsigh, a Jesuit from 

Galway, who was Archdeacon 

of Tuam who fled Ireland in 

1652 following the surrender 

of Galway to the Cromwel-

lians. O Loingsigh wrote his 

own counterblast to the 

'revisionists' of his day -

Cambrensis Eversus (under the 

name of Gratianus Lucius) 

i Malo, later in 1662. It was an 

argument mainly against the 

'slanders' of G i r a l dus 

Cambrensis. 

The first time Ceitinn's his-

tory was edited and translated 

into English was in Dublin in 

1723. Many other edit ions 

have appeared since but per-

haps the most scholarly work 

was the three volume edition 

by the Irish Texts Society, the 

first volume being edited by 

David Comyn, 1902, and the 

last two volumes being edited 

by Patrick Dineen in 1908. 

Whereas modern historians 

may correctly criticise C&tinn 

for not making any distinction 

between fable and fact (indeed, 

one has called his work 'a most 

naive evaluation'), Ceitinn's 

strength today is, that in deal-

ing with what are now lost 

sources, he invented nothing 

and embroidered little. What 

he did not find, he did not re-

late. According to Dr Douglas 

Hyde, C6itinn remains the 

authority on Irish historical 

traditions of his day. Many of 

the manuscript books which 

he consulted did not survived 

the English conquests and 

devastations of the seven-

teenth century. 

This is not to say. that 

C6 i t inn 's work was not 

criticised in his day. Because he 

did not appeal to the approba-

tion of the old Gaelic literary 

class, as was custom, there is 

evidence that he was censured 

by th<»m. One such bard ic 

scholar wrote on the 'errors' in 

the work. ('A Seventeenth 

Century Criticism of Keating's 

Foras Feasa ar £irinn, pp. 119-

140 in tigse, Vol XI, Pt. II). But 

the criticism shows more er-

rors on the part of the critic 

than on C6itinn's part. 

By 1634 C6itinn was acting 

as parish priest of Cappoquin, 

Co. Waterford, but ,by 1644, he 

had returned to Tubrid and is 

said to have built the chapel 

there about 1644, which now 

stands roofless. There is a stone 

inscribed in Irish there which 

commemorates Ceitinn and 

Father Eoghan O Dubhtaigh, 

both of whom are buried in 

that spot. 

When the Irish rose in in-

surrection in 1641, C6itinn 

became an outspoken sup-

porter of Eoghan Ruadh O 

Neill. During the Cromwellian 

conquest, he was especially 

marked out by the English be-

cause of his patriotic role. He 

was, apparently, in Clonmel in 

1650, which was garrisoned by 

the Confederate Irish com-

manded by A o d h Dubh O 

Nei l l , Eoghan Ruadh 's 

brother. The English soldiers, 

commanded by Oliver Crom-

well himself, breached the 

walls and poured in only to 

recoil with great loss - the 

worst set-back Cromwel l 's 

troops endured in Ireland. 

However, the attack^Jjia^x-

hausted the Ir ish both 

ammunition, supplies and in 

casualties. O N6ill and his men, 

numbering 2,000, withdrew 

under cover of night. 

While the exact circumstan-

ces of C6i t inn 's death are 

recorded only by tradition, the 

tradition seems acceptable. 

Cromwell's men entered Clon-

mel and C£itinn, who had not 

withdrawn, was cornered in St 

Nicholas' church and killed. 

This would place Ceitinn's 

death on May 10, 1650. His 

body was eventually taken 

back to Tubrid where he was 

buried. (Dr Patrick Power has 

argued, however, that C6itinn 

was buried at Shanrahan, near 

Clogheen. But the memorial at 

Tubrid would deny this.) 

C6itinn was not only an his-

torian He wro te several 

theological works such as Tr{ 
Bior-ghaoithe an Bhdis (The 

Three Shafts of Death) which 

was written about 1625. 

This work contains an ex-

cellent humorous tale (which 

might have come from the pen 

of a Flann O'Brien). A Munster 

man left Ireland to seek his for-

tune at sea. The ship puts into 

an English port and the sailor, 

who speaks no English, makes 

for a tavern. He manages to get 

food and drink and shelter for 

the night. But, as he later re-

lated to his fr iends on his 

return to Ireland, in the morn-

ing he is set upon by someone 

called 'Mac Raicin' who robs 

him of his money. Mac Raicin 

turns out to be the landlord of 

•h inn who has demanded 

that the sailor 'make reckoning'l 
ie - pay his bill or reckoning. 

The sailor is under the misap-

prehension that 'make 

reckoning', which the landlord 

keeps shouting, was the man's 

name - 'Mac Raicin'! 

The story has an interesting 

social aspect because, at this 

time, under the-Brehon. Laws 

of hospitality, the traveller 

could sti l l tour in Gael ic 

Ireland and receive free food 

and shelter. The sailor was 

therefore unaware that, in 

England, he would be charged 

for his night at the inn. To his 

perception, 'Mac Raicin' had 

robbed him. 

An earlier work was a 

defence of the Mass, Eochair-
Sgiath an Aifrinn (Explanatory 

Defence of theMass) apparent-

ly written abort 1615. 

C^itinn's theological writ-

ings have been edited by 

Robert Atkinson, Dublin, 1890, 

and Patrick O'Brien, Dublin, 

1898. 

As well as historian and 

theologian, C&tinn was a poet 

whose work suggests that he 

had some bardic t r a i n i ng 

though he uses assonantal 

metre in much of his surviving 

18 poems, a form considered 

vu lgar by the bard ic 

traditionalists. His patriotic 

elegy LA Dd Rabhas ar Maidin go 
MMRfr is an early example of 

4fie aisling or vision poem 

which later became common 

in Irish literature. i W poem is 

a vision of Ireland as a goddess 

containing a political promise 

of national resurrection. 

Hispoetry was collected in 

Ddnta Amhrdin is Caointe 
Sheathruin C6itinn, Dochtuir 

Diadhachta by Father John 

MacErlean SJ, Dublin, 1900. 

Among his poems is one 

apparently written towards 

the end of his life. Bean Idn de 
Stuaim, which seems to be a 

response to a woman who fell 

in love with him. Although 

Frank O'Connor has argued 

that it was not written by 

C£itinn, most scholars accept 

that it was. The opening two 

verses, in O'Connor's transla-

tion, are: 

Woman full of wile 
Take your hand away, 
Nothing tempts me now, 
Sick for love you pray. 

But.my hair is grey 
And myfksh is weak. 
All my Mood gone cold -
What is it you seek? 

It is sad that Ctitinn seems 

to be so generally forgotten 

these days. Aodh de Blacam 

has described his history as 'a 

nat iona l monumen t . ' But 

Ireland, sadly, has a reputation 

for ignoring its national monu-

ments. 

Observing the neo-Unionist 

convo lu t ions of today 's 

'revisionists', the shades of 

Camden, Spenser, Campion, 

Stanyhurst and Moryson must 
be rejoicing as they continue to 
stalk Irish history. 


