
P E A C E P R O C E S S 
Democrat Reporter 

However, in recognition that the 
most likely outcome of the current 
phase of the peace process was some 
form of interim settlement short of a 
united Ireland, it was agreed, in the 
event of such a development, to stress 
the need for the maximum devolution 
of powers on a strict power-sharing 
basis, the inclusion of a significant all-
Ireland dimension - including all-
Ireland institutions with executive 
powers, and for any such settlement to 
include the capacity to develop, over 
time, in the direction of a united 
Ireland. 

Speaking on behalf of the execu-
tive, Connolly Association vice-presi-
dent Willie Wallis described the strat-
egy outlined by the organisation's 
executive as "comprehensive, princi-
pled and pragmatic". It also demon-
strated that the Association was capa-
ble of strategic thinking in the quest 
for its overall objective of a sovereign 
and united Ireland, he told delegates. 

Armed resistance for 30 out of the 
last 40 years had failed to achieve this 
objective, he said. It was now clear that 
only political strategy currently avail-
able was one based on the campaign 
for 'democratic rights' - a modernisa-
tion of the Connolly Association's civil 
rights approach in the 1960s, which 
was premised on an understanding 
that Northern Ireland was a gerry-
mandered statelet, built on the basis of 
a sectarian head count. 

"Discrimination and repression is 
inbuilt in the North and if we can 
devise a strategy which destroys this, 
we eliminate the raison d'etre of that 
statelet's existence," he said, stressing 
the renewed possibilities for building 
a progressive coalition in the North 
which would bring about structural 
reform. 

"Here in Britain, we in the CA, in 
association with others, can also build 
a progressive coalition to support 
these demands and in doing so create 
a situation where the process of 
national reconciliation can seriously 
begin in Ireland for the first time in 
many decades." 
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...but there's no room for complacency, 
Connolly Association conference agrees 

Oelegates at this year's Annual 
Conference of the Connolly 
Association unanimously 
endorsed the organisation's 
support for a sovereign and 
united Ireland and gave their 

full backing to the Irish peace process. 
However it was also agreed that 

while massive improvements had been 
witnessed in the commitment of the 
British government to the peace 
process since Labour's election in 
May, further confidence-building 
measures were urgently needed if the 
process was not to run into difficulties. 

Speaking at the meeting, Connolly 
Association general secretary Enda 
Finlay said that there could be no 
room for complacency as there were 
no guarantees, and, as yet little con-
crete evidence, that the current talks 
would result in an agreed settlement 
by next year's May deadline. 

While accepting that the issue of 
'consent' was likely to remain a key 
factor, delegates endorsed opposition 
to any interpretation of this which 
incorporated a unionist veto, blocked 
progress towards Irish unity or, in the 
interim, prevented the attainment of 
full political, economic and cultural 
equality for all the people of the North. 

Delegates agreed that issues which 
the government needed to address as a 
matter of urgency included: the 
release of politically motivated prison-
ers; the repeal of emergency legisla-
tion; the rapid demilitarisation of the 
North; root and branch reform of 
policing; measures to tackle employ-
ment discrimination; ensuring full 
equality of language and cultural 
rights; and the announcement of a 
new enquiry into the events of Bloody 
Sunday. 

On the subject of prisoners, dele-
gates unanimously agreed that the 
release of politically motivated prison-
ers, both republican and loyalist, was 
essential to any attempts to resolve the 
Anglo-Irish conflict. They were also 
told that the Association would con-
tinue to press the British government 
on all these areas and argue for it to 
adopt a position of persuading north-
ern unionists of the political and 
economic benefits of a united Ireland. 

H0lS!n 

McAliske 

TnrYTPf] 
Rofsfa McAliskey: there is no case to answer 
Human-rights activists (pictured above) outside the Home Office on the first anniversary of Roisfn McAliskey's 
arrest. An independent investigation into the case by a group of international legal experts has concluded that 
"there is no factual basis for the arrest, detention or extradition of Roisin McAliskey". 
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WHITE SMOKE FROM STORMONT 
What is go ing on at the Stormont all-party talks? S o m e o n e has 
descr ibed them as reminiscent of a Papal conclave, wi th lots of 
people standing around outs ide not knowing what is happening, 
wait ing hopeful ly to see a puff of white smoke from the chimney. 
Trimble 's official unionists are simply prevaricating. T h e political 
aim of the Ulster Unionists is to drive a wedge between Sinn Fein 
on the one hand and the S D L P and the Irish government on the 
other. T h e y are longing, avidly, for republican split and a return by 
the IRA, or part of it, to violence. That would let them off the hook 
of having to engage meaningful ly with Irish nationalism. 

The more official un ion i sm can spin out the talks wi thout get-
ting down to the brass tacks, the more pressure they hope 
Adams/McGuinness and the republicans will be under. Trimble 
inside and Paisley and McCartney outside them seem to have 
exactly the same political objectives - to avoid coming to any 
accommodation with nationalist Ireland. 

One response by northern nationalism might be to bring the 
force of public opinion into play. Sinn Fein and the S D L P -
maybe even the Alliance Party, the Women's Coalition and loyal-
ist groups? - might agree to organise 'citizens forums' and 'public 
hearings' across the six counties , at which ordinary people would 
be invited to discuss the k ind of future they want for the North 
and for Ireland as a whole. Such gatherings could be o n the lines 
of the Opsahl Commiss ion hearings some years back. 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING 
While all but the unionists mus t welcome the apparent sea change 
in British government attitudes towards the conflict in Ireland 
since Labour's election in May, there are disturbing signs that the 
Irish peace process could o n c e again be heading for choppy water. 

The withdrawal of 400 British troops in November, the ending 
of daytime military foot patrols in West Belfast and the dropping 
of internment are indeed we lcome measures. However, they are 
just the tip of the iceberg in relation to the enormous movement 
still needed in order to bui ld and secure conf idence a m o n g nation-
alists and republicans in the North. 

The departure of 400 troops still leaves 16,500 stationed in the 
North, whi le evidence of cont inuing police harassment of nation-
alist communit ies , especially in sensitive border areas, continues 
to cause anger and resentment. T h e same is true of the treatment 
of long-serving republican prisoners in Engl ish jails. 

Some of the prisoners have spent over 20 years in jail and still 
don't know how much longer they will have to serve. Others have 
spent years in Special Secure Units , described by human rights 
experts as 'concrete coffins'. Urgent attention to the prisoners 
issues is vital if political progress is to be secured. 

CHARTER FOR RIGHTS 
The recent launch of Cearta: Charter for Change is potentially the 
most s ignif icant development in the peace process outs ide of the 
multi-party talks at. It should open the way for the mass mobilisa-
tion of support, both in Ireland and internationally, for the legiti-
mate d e m a n d s of nationalists and republicans in the North for 
national as well as civil rights. However its success will depend, at 
least in part, on maintaining it as a non-party political initiative 
led by the widest cross-section of community , campaigning and 
human rights organisations. A n enormous amount now needs to 
done in Britain, particularly within the labour movement , to 
ensure that the Charter w i n s sufficient support to maintain neces-
sary pressure on the British government . 
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News 

Charter for 
change 

NATIONAL RIGHTS 
Democrat reporter 

Anew campaign aimed at 
addressing the issue of the 
national rights of people living 
in the north of Ireland as pan 
of the peace process was 
launched recently in Belfast. 

Drawn up by representatives from 
a wide range of political, community 
and campaigning organisations in the 
North, Cearta (Charter for Change) 
hopes to secure around 100,000 signa-
tories in the six counties and secure 
support from key Irish community 
figures in both the twenty six counties 
and Britain. 

"Irish people living in the North 
are entitled to the same national and 
democratic rights of Irish citizenship 
as Irish people living elsewhere in 
Ireland", while "all the people of the 
North are entitled to full parity of 
esteem and equality of treatment", the 
Charter states. "Delivering these fun-
damental rights is a prerequisite to, 
and not dependent upon, any negotiat-
ed settlement." 

As a minimum, the Charter calls on 
the British government to end all 
emergency legislation, carry out root-
and-branch reform of the legal system, 
establish an unarmed, accountable 
and representative police force, end all 
forms of discrimination, ensure equal-
ity for the Irish language and culture, 
and release all political prisoners. 

Charter campaigners are currently 
planning a series of high-profile meet-
ings in the North to be held in Belfast, 
Derry, Lurgan and Dunloy to coincide 
with international Human Rights Day 
on December 10. 

The Charter has been signed, in a 
personal capacity, by Connolly 
Association general secretary Enda 
Finlay, president David Granville, and 
vice president Willie Wallis. The 
Association will consider formal 
endorsement at its executive in 
January. A speaker from the group has 
been invited to address the London 
Branch meeting of the Association on 

15 3 
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Kevin McCorry, one of those behind 
the Charter For Change initiative 

January 28. Speaking at the annual 
conference of the Connolly Assoc-
iation, the Belfast solicitor Kevin 
McCorry, one of those involved in 
drawing up the charter said: "It's an 
attempt to spell out the national rights 
dimension in relation to the present 
political situation and to introduce 
this to a wider audience through pop-
ular debate and agitation." 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

O'Callaghan the unionist 
Convicted former IRA man turned 
police agent Sean O'Callaghan was one 
of the prime movers behind a recent 
conference aimed at reuniting main-
stream unionists. The other key 
organiser is reported to be the pro-
unionist Tory peer Lord Cranborne. 

The prime aim of the conference, 
which was held at Hatfield House in 
Hertfordshire at the end of November, 
appears to have been a failed attempt 
to devise a joint unionist strategy for a 
future referendum on the future of the 
six counties. Representatives of the 
main unionist parties attended, along 
with the Orange Order, Apprentice 
Boys, academics, newspaper editors 
and Westminster MPs. The two work-
ing-class loyalist parties, the PUP and 
the UDP, were not invited. But then 
it's well known that these two parties 
don't own a fur coat between them. 

SF MPs to meet 
with speaker 

C O M M O N S BAN 
Democrat reporter 

Sinn Fein President and MP for 
West Belfast Gerry Adams has 
written to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons asking her 
for a meeting to discuss the 
withholding of facilities from 

his party. Both Mr. Adams and fellow 
Sinn Fein MP Martin McGuinness 
have been asked to swear an oath of 
allegiance to the British Crown as a 
requirement for receiving the facilities 
accorded to other parties at the British 
parliament in Westminster. 

In his letter to Betty Boothroyd Mr 
Adams described the decision to with-
hold facilities at the House of 
Commons as a radical departure from 
the previous position. He told Miss 
Boothroyd: "The additional restric-
tions announced by you only after our 
election impinge directly on our 
capacity to represent and work for our 
constituents." As an Irish Republican 
I have very good reasons for refusing 
to take an oath of allegiance to a 
British monarch. 

In a letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, he said: "The 
refusal to take the oath formed part of 
our election campaign, as did our 
intention, if elected, to avail of the 
normal facilities afforded to all 
Members of the House of Commons. I 
believe therefore that the effect of your 
statement discriminates against my 
constituents on the basis of their polit-
ical beliefs." 

Mr Adams said the Speaker had 
given no reasons for "these discrimi-
natory and far-reaching changes" and 
asked her to reconsider the matter. 
Meanwhile, Mid-Ulster MP Martin 
McGuinness has been refused legal aid 
to pay for his legal action challenging 
the legality of the oath of allegiance to 
the Queen. Michael Flanigan, solicitor 
acting for Mr McGuinness, said: "We 
are disappointed at the decision of the 
Legal Aid Department in failing to 
grant legal aid in this important con-
stitutional matter." 

Readers' Ads 

Wanted: Sean Tracy and the 3rd 
Tipperary Brigade by Desmond Ryan. 
Reply to Nottingham CA Tel. 01604 
715793. 

Readers' ads: Would you like to buy, 
sell exchange something? Advertise in 
the Irish Democrat. Forty words nt.ixi-
mum (No personal contact ads). Tel 
0114 2738182 for further details. (We 
are not proposing to charge for these 
adverts, however a donation towards 
administration costs etc would be 
greatly appreciated). 

Wanted 
Your photographs, 

old and new 
Next year marks the 60th anniversary 
of the Connolly Association, and the 
editor of the Irish Democrat would like 
readers to send in old photographs of 
CA activists/events along with a brief 
explanation of who or what is depict-
ed. We hope to feature some of these in 
the paper later in the year. All pho-
tographs will be scanned and returned 
safely to their owners. 

All photographs should be sent in 
reinforced envelopes for protection to: 
The Editor, The Irish Democrat, 244 
Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8JR 

. - . f l • V, 

Donations to the Connolly Association and the Irish Democrat 
16 September to 18 November 1997 

D. Ferrer £30; R. Doyle £10; 
F. Jennings £5, £10 (in memory of 
Liam & Michael Dwyer); A. Noone 
£5; Sheffield & SY CA £20; 
K.Harding £20; C. Haswell £50; 
J. Bird £5; S. Yorks Communist Group 
£50; Salford CPB £3 (in memory of 
Desmond Greaves); N. Gordon £7.25; 
J. Clarke £9; G. Findlay £10; J. Dunne 
£20; B. Feeney £8.60; P Lewis £5; 

M. Clinton £8; M. Donohoe £3; 
T. Cronin £4; PT. Mullin £20 (in 
memory of Desmond Greaves); 
M. Caffell £10 (in memory of Paddy 
Bond; R. Smith £5; M. Parkinson £5; 
M. Donoghue £5; Michael Donoghue 
£5; R. Rossiter £15; various anony-
mous donations £30. 

Bankers orders (2 months) £313.22 
Total: £691.07 

Imsh Ocmoctuc h i 
For a united and independent Ireland 
Published continuously since 1939, the Irish Democrat is the bi-monthly 
journal of the Connolly Association which campaigns for a united and 
independent Ireland and the rights of the Irish in Britain. 

Annual Subscription Rates (six issues) 

£5.50 Britain 
£10.00 Solidarity subscription 

£8.00 Europe (airmail) 
£11.00 USA/Canada (airmail) 
£12.00 Australia (airmail) 

I enclose a cheque 
(payable to "Connolly 
Publications Ltd")/postal 
order for £ 

Name. 

Address. 

Send to: Connolly Publications Ltd, 244 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8JR 
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News/CA Conference 

Words of praise and warning over peace process 

Ihe Connolly Association's annu-
al conference opened with a suc-
cessful public meeting 
addressed by John McDonnell, 
Labour MP for Hayes and 
Harlington and chair of the 

Britain Ireland Human Rights Centre, 
and Kevin McCorry from the Belfast-
based Campaign for Democracy. 

Praise for Labour's efforts since 
May combined with warnings over 
recent developments in the Irish peace 
process were twin themes of the con-
tributions made by the two guest 
speakers at the Connolly Association's 
annual conference held in London on 
November 15. 

In his opening remarks, John 
McDonnell, said that the Labour 
Party's Northern Ireland front-bench 
team were like a breath of fresh air 
compared to the previous government 
team. Despite some 'fumbling' over 
the parades issue at Drumcree, its 
attempts to sustain dialogue between 
the various parties had displayed "an 
element of delicacy and expertise 
beyond a number of our expectations", 
he said While recognising the impor-
tance of the issue for some, the decom-
missioning block on Sinn F6in partic-
ipation in the talks had been removed 
and dialogue started. Movement on 
prisoners, parades, economic support 
and development, the ending of 
internment and the incorporation of 
European human-rights legislation 
into British law were welcome, he said. 

Despite Labour's partial retreat 
from a position in support of'unity by 
consent', at least the sentiments 
expressed by Mo Mowlam at this 
year's Labour Party conference were 
reflected in the speech by the party 
leader. This had not always been the 
position previously, he insisted. 

Among those who supported an 
end to partition there was a need to 
remain firm about "our overall objec-
tive - some form of agreed united 
Ireland". And whatever agreement 
was reached next year, we would want 
it to move the process in this direc-
tion, he said. 

"If we withdraw from that position, 
as has been the case, at least partially, 
within the Labour Party in the recent 
period, it undermines the confidence 
and the credibility placed in Labour as 
a party." However, he warned that 
there was no chance of a Labour min-
ister speaking up publicly for Irish 
unity in the immediate future. 

Action needed 
on prisoners 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 
Democrat reporter 

Despite a number of transfers since 
Labour took over on May 1, and indi-
cations that three more are in the 
pipeline (Patrick Hayes, Denis 
Kinsella and Vincent Wood), there is 
growing concern over the slow pace of 
progress in this critical area for the 
peace process. 

Delegates attending this year's 
Connolly Association conference (see 
above) reaffirmed the organisation's 
belief that the release of politically 
motivated prisoners, both republican 
and loyalist, remained a key element 
of any genuine attempt to resolve the 
Anglo-Irish conflict 

The Association called upon the 
Labour government of Tony Blair to 
immediately impleme .t a number of 
confidence-building measures includ-
ing: 
•fcthe repatriation of all politically 
motivated prisoners currently held in 
British jails; 
* t h e granting of permanent transfers 
to prisoners currently held in jails in 
the North on temporary extended 
transfer; 
Tfrthe end to strip-' marching and vio-
lent cell searches; 
A the abolition of closed visits, and 
•k the release of all prisoners who have 
served 20 years or more. 

As in past years, we would encour-
age readers of the Irish Democrat to 
send, as a humanitarian gesture of sol-
idarity, seasonal greetings to all those 
who remain incarcerated in Britain. 

Please be careful to include prison 
numbers when addressing envelopes 
and to ensure that all no overtly polit-
ical sentiments are included in cards 
or letters sent to prisoner held on 
remand in HM Prison Belmarsh. 

HM Prison FuH Sutton, Moor Lane, 
York Y041PS 
Vincent Donnelly (274064), Eoin 
Morrow (XK 0179), Denis Kinsella 
(EN 1944), Paul "Dingus" Magee 
(BT 3783), Peter Sherry (B 75880), 
Eddie Butler (338637) 

HM Prison Whitemoor, Longhill Rd, 
March, Cambridge PE1S0PR 
Hugh Doherty (3386636), Harry 
Duggan (338638), Jan Taylor 
(EN 1977), Frank Rafferty 
(XK 0723), Vincent Wood (EN 1049) 

HM Prison Belmarsh (remand), 
Western Way, Thamesmead, London 
SE28 0EB 
Patrick Kelly (XK 1348), Brian 
McHugh (XK 1350), Seamus 
McArdle (XK 3171), 
James Murphy (XK 1347), Michael 
Phillips (XK 1349), Martin Murphy 
(XK 0723), Patrick Martin (XK 0722) 

HM Prison Durham, Old ENert, DH13HU 
Donal Gannon (XK 0720) 

HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton, 
Evesham, Worcs WR115TZ 
John Crawley (XK 0725) 

HM Prison Frankiand, Hnchdale Ave, 
Brasslde, Durham DH15YD 
Patrick Hayes (EN 1978), Nick 
Mullen (MR 0639), Joe OConnell 
(338635), Gerry Hanratty (XK 0721), 
Liam O'Dwyer (MT 2483), Liam 
Quinn (B 49930) 

What was needed was to "re-edu-
cate" the new Labour leadership on 
the question of Irish unity while 
attempting to ensure that motions 
were not passed at Labour Party 
conference which undermined 
Labour's historic position in support 
of a united Ireland. 

Although in general agreement 
with the MP about the positive devel-
opments under Labour, Kevin 
McCorry from the Camjpaign for 
Democracy warned that further action 
was required in a number of key areas. 
The talks process had also revealed a 
number of important weaknesses and 
dangers. 

While expectations, particularly 
those of nationalists, had been raised 
enormously by the start of talks "there 
is a growing realisation that the 
mechanics of the talks process is not 
facilitating accommodation and has 
brought very little progress', he said. 

There was growing evidence of 
frustration due to a lack movement on 
a number of important issues. But he 
stressed that much of the recent media 
speculation about a split in the IRA 
was just wishful thinking on the part 
of some media commentators. 

There was also a feeling on the 
ground that the talks were in danger of 
driving a wedge between the political 
leadership of the national democratic 
movement and the broad mass of the 
population. Republican contacts sug-
gested that a significant proportion of 
Sinn F6in's top and middle ranking 
leaders were "tied up" in the talks. A 
similar situation was also affecting the 
working-class loyalist parties, he said. 

It had become clear that unionists 
were not interested in accommodation 
and were adopting a strategy of 
attempting to separate the SDLP from 
Sinn Fdin. Their plan included use of 
the talks, procedural mechanism of 
'sufficient consensus' (majorities in 
both the unionist and nationalist 
camps) to make progress without the 
republicans. Despite these attempts, 
there were clear signs of determina-
tion to maintain unity between 
nationalists and republicans. 

More worrying was evidence that 
some unionists had begun to press for 
this internal talks procedure to be 
extended to determining 'consent' 
over any proposed constitutional 
change. This was a clear attempt by 
unionists to 'ring fence' the Union by 
making it impossible to move forward. 

"The question for the British gov-
ernment is where do they stand on 
such an approach,A he insisted. "It 
would appear to conflict with the prin-
ciples annunciated in the Downing 
Street Declaration and the Framework 
Document, which defines the consent 
principle in much broader fashion 
than the unionists would like." 

Conference decisions 
•k Conference agreed the need 
for a mass solidarity movement 
in Britain to mobilise public 
support for the main demands of 
the Irish national democratic 
movement. The creation, on a 
gradual basis, of local 'Friends of 
Ireland' groups could assist in 
the process, conference agreed. 

^Conference called on the 
British government to draw up a 
programme for the phased early 
release of all politically 
motivated prisoners (see also 
page 1 & prisoners list below). 

* Conference reaffirmed its view 
of the legitimacy, in national and 
international law, pf Articles 2 
and 3 of the Irish constitution 
and warned that any unilateral 
attempts to change them would 
have a detrimental effect on the 
peace process. 

~k Conference voiced strong 
opposition to the introduction of 
a single European currency. 

~k Conference agreed to support 
commemorative events marking 
60th anniversary of the Irish 
Democrat and the Connolly 
Association; it was also agreed to 
mark the bi-centenary of the 
United Irishmen's rebellion in 
1998. 

^Conference supported a call 
for the Association to produce 
more pamphlets along the lines 
of the highly successful 
Orangeism: Myth and Reality, 
published earlier this year. 

Praise for the Democrat 
Conference gave its unanimous back-
ing to the changes to the Irish Democrat 
over the past year and congratulated 
all those who had worked to ensure 
the successful production of the paper. 

Congratulating the editor and his 
team, delegates noted the importance 
of the paper for the Association, the 
Irish community in Britain and radi-
cal opinion in both Ireland in Britain. 

Addressing delegates at the start of 
the main conference business, Irish 
Democrat editor David Granville said 
that subscriptions to the paper had 
increased by 50 per cent since the 
relanch in April this year. Sales in gen-
eral were also up and new outlets for 
the paper had been secured in Cardifl, 
Glasgow, Nottingham and London. 
Regular pub sales in London had also 
been successfully resumed. 

He warned, however, that much 
more needed to be done to secure the 
paper's finances and raise its profile so 
that its message, and that of the 
Association, could reach a far wider 
audience than was currently the case. 

Social success 
The Calthorpe Arms was reeling to the 
sounds of singer/songwriter Tom 
Lynch at the Connolly Association 
annual conference social. Tom, a 
regular face on the London music 
scene, played and sang the night away 
with a fine selection of Irish tunes, 
including renditions of the Auld 
Triangle, Dirty Old Town and The Roys 
Of The Old Brigade. 
•ArTom Lynch has a wide repertoire 
of traditional and rock and pop 
music. He is available for gigs, parties 
and socials and can be contacted on 
0181 509 1622 or 0374 749 533. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bloody Sunday apology'delayed1 

It looks increasingly likely that a 
British government apology or an 
announcement about a new enquiry 
into the events of Bloody Sunday 
1972, which resulted in the killing of 
14 unarmed civil rights demonstrators 
in Derry, is still several month away 

The latest unwelcome develop-
ment, which appears to be due to pres-
sure from within the Ministry of 
Befence over the implications for 
compensation claims in relation to 
this and other incidents, has been 
greeted with exasperation and anger 
by campaigners and relatives of the 
victims. 

This has been denied by the 
Northern Ireland Office and some 
campaigners believe that information 
about resitance with the MoD was 
being leaked as part of a deliberate 
attempt to make it difficult for the 
British government to issue an apolo-
gy. Others, such as the author of the 
recent book Eyewitness Bloody Sunday, 
Don Mullan, believe that it is not so 
much compensation claims than fear 
of the truth that is causing a stiffening 
of resistence within the MoD. 
•k At the end of November a delega-
tion from Derry Council travelled to 
Westminster to urge MPs to support 
their demand for a new inquiry into 
the events of Bloody Sunday. 

Ctegg denied retrial 
The Court of Appeal in Belfast has 
refused to grant a retrial in the case of 
Lee Clegg, the British soldier who was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in 
1993 for the murder of the Belfast 
teenager Karen Riley in 1993. 
However, the judges agreed that new 
ballistics evidence was admissible and 
the hearing was adjourned until 
January 12. 

Although Clegg has lost two court 
appeals, Clegg was released on licence 
after serving only two years of his sen-
tence and allowed to resume his army 
career where he is currently a physical 
instructor. 

There were protests outside the 
hearing led by the republican prison-
ers group Saoirse. A number of repub-
lican prisoners have served more than 
20 years despite having been convicted 
of relatively minor offences such as 
carrying weapons. 

Blair backs Famine memorial 
Labour Party leader Tony Blair has 
given his personal backing to plans for 
a memorial in Liverpool to the victims 
of the Famine and asked government 
officials to explore the possibility of 
matching a donation from the Irish 
government. 

The Liverpool Great Hunger 
Commemoration Committee, the 
organisations behind the memorial 
effort is also planning to put up 
plaques at points of special relevance 
to the city's Irish community. 

The importance of being1 berry 
A charge of criminal damage against 
local man Sean Bradley was recently 
thrown out of court by Derry Resident 
Magistrate, Bernadette Kelly. She 
agreed with the man's solicitor that 
the owner of the property allegedly 
damaged did not exist. 

RUC officers had named 
Londonderry City Council as the 
owner of a city centre street sign 
allegedly damaged by Mr. Bradley. 
Unfortunately for the hapless RUC 
Londonderry City Council does not 
exist, its name having been officially 
changed to Derry City Coucil in 1984 
"It is just a pity no one appears to have 
told the RUC," said Mr. Bradley's 
solicitor after the hearing. 
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News/Analysis 

McAleese triumphs over smear campaign 
Dublin journalist Owen Bennett looks back at the recent Irish presidential campaign and argues that the McAleese 
victory represents a potentially lethal blow to pro-partitionists among the twenty six county's ruling elite. 

What started off as a rather dull 
issueless presidential cam-
paign was transformed into 
one of the most intense polit-
ical conflicts in the recent 
history of southern Irish 

public life, by a section of the political 
and media establishment which 
thought the contest could be turned 
into a referendum on the North. 

They managed this alright, but the 
result was different from the one they 
had hoped for. 

At first, the electorate had settled 
down to viewing the campaign as a 
sort of contest about which candidate 
most resembled the previous incum-
bent. 

Then leaks began to appear in the 
Dublin press from confidential 
Foreign Affairs documents, in which 
Mary McAleese had given her views 
on the developing peace process. 
These were interpreted as being 'pro-
Sinn Fein', although it was obvious 
that her sentiments expressed 
approval of Sinn Fein's participation 
in the peace process. 

Those elements bitterly opposed to 
the peace process in the first place 
believed that these 'revelations' would 
be enough to sink McAleese. Eoghan 
Harris, the media public relations 
'expert', confidently predicted that 
McAleese would lose, and in his 
Sunday Times column, looked forward 
to "basking in the gratitude of the 
nation for "alerting" it to the "true 
character" of McAleese. 

Harris had already attempted to use 
the election campaign of Derek Nally 
as an anti-McAleese vehicle. He per-
suaded Nally to take a trenchant line 

Mary McAleese as we may never see her again, pictured above at this year's 
Desmond Greaves Summer School, just weeks before the presidential campaign 

over the newspaper leaks and go for 
McAleese's throat. However, Nally 
soon realised he was being used and 
pulled back, but not before doing seri-
ous damage to his own campaign. 

Then, if this wasn't enough, Gerry 
Adams - when question on a radio 
programme - said that he favoured 
McAleese as a candidate. This rather 
innocuous remark was greeted with 
shrieks of horror from 'respectable 
opinion' - John Bruton leading the 
chorus. This was all the 'proof' that 
was needed to show how 'tarnished' 
McAleese's candidature was. 

Most of the pundits felt that this 

would do untold damage to McAleese's 
campaign. Even the Daily Telegraph 
asked hopefully "is the mud begin-
ning to stick?" It went on to say that a 
defeat for McAleese would send out 
the message that "while partition has 
not worked for northern nationalists, 
for those south of the border it has." 

This was the secret hope behind 
the anti-McAleese campaign. 

Partitionism has been the ethos of 
the wealthiest and most conservative 
elements in the south ever since inde-
pendence. The dream has always been 
to establish this ruling-class ethos as 
the official ideology of the state. 

3 However, although this class won 
I the military struggle which founded 
I the Free State, they have never been 
| able to win the political struggle, and 
Q the national ideology of the people has 

remained intact. 
This explains why their ideological 

descendants today are so unhappy 
with the current political strategy of 
the republicans and why they wish to 
return to a military ground - one upon 
which the republicans can be defeated. 

The smear campaign against 
McAleese may represent their last 
effort. The opinion polls show that 
Bruton's intervention has caused his 
ratings to plummet. This failure can 
only be built upon as long as republi-
cans stick to the ground that their 
opponents can not control. 

McAleese's victory left Dublin 4 
licking its wounds. In the Irish Times, 
the columnist Dick Walsh declared 
that it represented a "lurch to the 
right" and despaired of the future of 
the Irish left - this because of 
McAleese's personal religious convic-
tions, and because she follows tradi-
tional Church teaching on sexual rela-
tionships. 

If the left in Ireland has no future, 
it isn't because of Mary McAleese. It is 
because the left has been successfully 
colonised by the ethos of the right 
wing, so that the likes of Dick Walsh 
are reduced to defining left/right 
issues around questions such as 
whether or not a man should wear a 
condom on his penis. 

The McAleese victory represents 
the revolution which has occurred in 
public opinion as a result of the peace 
process. 

Out: Dick Spring 
after one fall 
too many 

In: New Labour 
Party leader 
RuairiQuiim Spring rolls over 

after final belly-flop 
Our Dublin correspondent gives an alternative view of the 'achievements' of 

Dick Spring, who recently stood down as the leader of the Irish Labour Party. 

Iuck played a big part in making 
Dick Spring Tanaiste in ais 30s. 
He became T D for North Kerry 
because he was his father's son, 
stepping comfortably into Dan 
Spring's Dail seat. Spring Junior 

was a boozing pal of former Irish 
Labour Party leader Michael O'Leary, 
who made him a junior minister on 
his first day in the Dail. When 
O'Leary jumped ship to join Fine Gael 
- who made him a judge in Dublin's 
District Court - the way opened for 
Spring to become leader in his stead. 

Spring retained his North Kerry 
seat by a majority of four in the 1979 
election. If three Kerrymen, or 
women, had stayed at home ralher 
than going out to vote that day, the 
Irish public would have been saved 
the reams of rubbish they had to 
endure extolling Spring's supposed 
achievements following his resigna-
tion in November. 

Spring resigned as leader following 
the miserable presidential election 
showing of Adi Roche, who Spring 
and his grey eminence Fergus Finlay 
thought would repeat the success of 
Labour-backed Mary Robinson in 
1990. Last year he foolishly said that 
he would never lead Labour into coali-
tion with Fianna F4il again. His resig-
nation was necessary to open- the way 
for his successor to do so. Meanwhile 

he is staying on in the Dail, perhaps to 
get a ministry again in a future coali-
tion, or a big job in Europe, and 
doubtless to try to pass on the North 
Kerry 'family' seat to a son or sibling 
in due course. 

Spring's sole politically creative 
achievement was to join with Fianna 
Fail in a coalition government in 1992. 
That opened the possibility of break-
ing once and for all the Labour Party's 
disastrous long love-affair with Fine 
Gael. The 1992 Labour/Fianna Fail 
coalition had the biggest majority of 
any government in the Republic's his-
tory, which was an essential condition 
for the 1994 IRA ceasefire. 

Any other government - either 
Fianna Fail with a small majority on 
its own, or a coalition government 
including Fine Gael - would not have 
had the confidence to make the over-
tures to the republicans that the Albert 
Reynolds-led government had. 

If Labour had stayed on in govern-
ment with Fianna Fail and sought to 

show itself as green as, or indeed 
greener than, Fianna Fail on the 
Nor thern question, it would have 
opened the way for Labour to eat into 
Fianna Fail's working-class and trade 
union support, so growing over time at 
Fianna Fail's expense. That has always 
been the only way Labour could 
become the South's second largest 
party, but Spring disastrously muffed 
his historical opportunity. 

H e quarrelled with Albert 
Reynolds, who was difficult to live 
with, and for reasons that seem main-
ly to have to do with personal vanity, 
refused to continue on in government 
with Reynolds's successor, Bertie 
Ahern. Instead he gave the kiss of life 
to John (T'm-sick-of-the-fucking-
peace-process') Bruton by making him 
Taoiseach. Just as Bruton was about to 
be politically assassinated by demor-
alised Fine Gael colleagues, Spring 
galloped to his rescue by putting him 
and Fine Gael back into office. 

Spring's showed staggering politi-

For the third time in half a century 
Labour had re-established the two parties 

of the 1921-22 GMI Iter as the 
dominant duQ on the Irish political scene 

cal ineptitude in all this. First of all he 
alienated a large swathe of Irish mid-
dle-class and media opinion by coa-
lescing with Fianna Fail in 1992. 
Then he alienated even more numer-
ous Fianna Fail-oriented working-
class and small-middle-class opinion, 
the potential constituency for a grow-
ing Labour Party, by kicking Reynolds 
and Ahern in the teeth and putting 
Fine Gael into office two years later. 

In that way Spring got the worst of 
both worlds for Labour. The result 
was that the 33 Dail seats Labour won 
in 1992 were back down to 17 five 
years later. Labour under Spring was 
back where it started when he took 
over as leader in 1982. For the third 
time in half a century Labour had re-
established the two parties of the 1921-
22 Civil War as the dominant duo on 
the Irish political scene. 

In 1948, 1973 and 1992 the Irish 
Labour Party preferred to be the mud-
guard of Fine Gael rather than the 
vangyard of Ireland's workers, and 
Dick Spring showed himself to be co 
better than Michael O'Leary or James 
Norton before him. These gentlemen 
made good personal careers for them-
selves out of Ireland's Labour move-
ment and retired in due time with 
excellent pension arrangements. As 
wfijl L>jck Spppg 4o,cJue qoursc, % 

nothing worthwhile achieved for the 
Labour movement that made him. 

Labour World 
by D E B O R A H G E O R G E 

Unions confront 
discrimination 

The publication in early 1997 of the 
Commission for Racial Equality's 
report of experiences of Irish peo-

ple living in Britain should help 
unions raise awareness of and combat 
anti-Irish racism in the workplace. 

Civil service union CPSA has 
featured the report in its Red Tape 
journal, focussing on the past experi-
ences of an Irish Public Trust Office 
(PTO) employee, Phil Cosgrave from 
Derry. "Reflecting on events which 
have produced negative reactions 
because he was Irish, bombs and bomb 
scares featured high in the list," says 
the article. 

"In his early days on the building 
site the Brighton bomb went off. 
Colleagues on the site were from the 
Republic. He lost his job because he 
was from the North. 'They were get-
ting angry about being discriminated 
against, so I was let go.' Later on, when 
there was a bomb alert at the PTO, he 
found that he 'ended up standing in 
the corridor' on his own "people I con-
sidered my friends stood apart. It 
made me wonder what they were say-
ing behind my back. It hurt. 

"He recognised that... Protestants 
coming over here had a bigger adjust-
ment to make. He recalled a friend 
who came over here in order to go to 
the Royal College of Art. He thought 
he'd be treated differently from some-
one from the Republic. When he 
wasn't, 'it hit him harder,' said Phil." 

One of the union activities Phil 
Cosgrove has been involved in is 
the campaign against the last 

government's changes to the civil 
service nationality rules. He gained an 
assurance from the management of the 
PTO that they did not intend to 
designate any jobs as 'reserved posts.' 

The campaign goes back to June 
1995 when the Tories announced that 
the civil service could restrict posts to 
British nationals only under article 48 
of the Treaty of Rome, which 
addressed the mobility of European 
workers. This states that only public 
service jobs can be protected. The 
government used this loophole to bar 
Irish and Commonwealth citizens 
from a whole host of jobs. Irish people 
who'd worked for years in the civil 
service saw promotion chances 
disappear, while the implication that 
Irish and Commonwealth people were 
no longer to be trusted has left a bad 
atmosphere in many workplaces. 

"It's just ridiculous to bar Irish and 
Commonwealth people after all these 
years," says CPSA journal editor Val 
Stansfield. Each section of the civil 
service was allowed to decide their 
own restriction quotas: court servcies 
(90 per cent), Foreign and Common-
wealth Office (100 per cent), Ministry 
of Defence (90 per cent) and benefits 
offices (25 per cent). 

The Council for Civil Service 
Unions got up a petition and lobbied 
MPs in the last government. The 
unions raised the issue in the 
European Parliament and the cam-
paign continues under this govern-
ment with no signs so far of any 
willingness to reverse the ruling. 

It is a tricky one. Most countries 
wouldn't have problems restrict-
ing public s e m c e posts to t h ^ t p w n 
nationals. But if it can be shown that 
in the contcxt of the historical positipn 
of the Irish in Britain this ruling is 
d p w t a g f e , .d i f^igf ipj tof^ $rjtian 
should be seen as a special case. 
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Analysis 

Widening the 'doors of perception' 
Despite some reservations about the lack of historical context, Moya St. Leger found much that was 
praiseworthy and groundbreaking in the recently screened BBC TV series Prows: the IRA and Sinn Fein 

Page5 

/ 

Beviewing Peter Taylor's Provos: 
the IRA and Sinn Fein for a 
bi-monthly paper has the 
distinct advantage of allowing 
one time to survey reactions 
and draw conclusions at 

leisure. The four programmes about 
the IRA were accessible and informa-
tive, a breath of fresh air. Yet weeks 
later I remain mystified as to why the 
BBC permitted the screening. 

Could the publicising of revela-
tions about an unresolved political 
situation signal a newly adopted 
public information policy designed to 
prepare us psychologically for the 
political 'great leap forward'? 

For the first time ever British view-
ers were presented with a different 
context within which to place the 
emergence of the Provos on to the 
urban battlefield in the 1970s. 
Familiar footage of civil rights' march-
es, Bloody Sunday, internment, bomb-
ings, Long Kesh, could at least be 
viewed from a different perspective. 

IRA veterans spoke frankly of their 
personal involvement in operations, 
filling in the yawning gaps of a story 
still unfolding. But if the BBC now has 
leave to bring IRA apologetics to our 
screens, surely a few TV minutes 
could have been devoted to examining 
the historical role of Britain as mid-
wife to the IRA? 

The reflections of Brendan 
Hughes, former Belfast brigade com-
mander, chain-linked the programmes 
cleverly. He described IRA triumphs 
and tribulations, even the moment of 
sorrow for the murder of the 19-year-
old soldier, Gary Barlow. Dangerous 
stuff indeed. The British were being 
allowed to see an IRA man as a human 

For the first time 
British viewers were 

presented with a 
different context 

within which to place 
the emergence of 
the Provos on to 

the urban battlefield 
in the 1970s 

being. The saga of Lis own escape is 
the stuff of Irish legend! 

Were viewers surprised to learn 
that it was inside HM Prison The 
Maze that the 'Long War' strategy was 
drawn up in the mid 1970s when the 
British were gaining the upper hand 
in the six counties? I hardly think so. 

Volunteers' descriptions of the 
emotional and political impact of the 
Hunger Strike were vital contribu-
tions. Few British viewers have seen 
the film Some Mother's Son so have had 
scant opportunity to learn why the 
election to Parliament of Bobby Sands 
in 1981 and his death were such pow-
erful factors in creating the solidarity 
underpinning Irish republicanism. 

By far the most intriguing issue 
documented was the long-term con-
tacts between Sinn Fein and British 
intelligence. Michael Oatley, initially 
MI6, was to play a vital role over 20 
years between the British government 
and the leadership of the IRA. 

How come then that Albert 

Reynolds felt 'let down' when he 
learnt of it in 1993? Is it not common 
knowledge that wherever British 
interests are at stake, British intelli-
gence is present at all times and in 
all places? 

We were reminded of the 'startling 
statement' recorded in the Sinn Fein 
minutes of a meeting in 1993 with an 
MI5 agent shortly after the 
Warrington bomb, ' . . . the final solu-
tion is union... it's going to happen 
anyway...'. Can any viewers still be 
doubting Britain's long-term inten-
tion to exit from Ireland? 

Encouraging to see Merlyn Rees, 
Peter Brooke, Michael Oatley, John 
Deverell (former head of MI5 in the 
North), and John Major sharing the 
same screen with opponents, if not the 
same studio. Comments of retired 
British officials are always closer to the 
truth than those of their colleagues in 
office. Some British comment on IRA 
capability was startling, even gener-
ous. Peter Gurney, head of the explo-
sives section of the Met's Anti-terror-
ist Branch described the Downing 
street mortar attack as 'a remarkably 
good aim... technically brilliant'. 

The serious defect of this series was 
in failing to provide viewers with the 
wider historical context. However well 
produced, a four-part programme 
about the IRA which avoids dealing 
with the question of continued British 
political and economic support for an 
artificially constructed Orange 
statelet, fails its viewers significantly. 

Brendan Hughes was awarded the 
concluding moments of the last 
installment. When Taylor asked 'is it 
over?' Hughes replied, 'I believe so. It 
has run its course. Prophetically, the 

penultimate comment 
was made by Gerry 
McGeough who in the 
early 1980s had seen 
his role as 'getting the 
right weaponry into 
place'. He was up-
beat, 'the conflict will 
certainly end and so 
will the British occu-
pation of Ireland'. 
Predicting that we 
shall be seeing 
much more of 
Gerry McGeough 
in years to come I 
might be tempting J 
fate, but I'll risk it. 

mom 
met 

David I 
Like the TV series, the book which 
accompanied it includes much that is 
commendable. Despite this, concerns, 
including the timing of the publica-
tion, which immediately preceded the 
start of talks at Stormont, remain. 

David Trimble of the Ulster 
Unionists Party even went so far as to 
cite the book in his unsuccessful 
attempt to get Sinn Fein excluded 
from the talks before they had even 
got underway. No doubt it was purely 
coincidence that Provos, and the anti-
republican rant which masqueraded as 
the documentary about the 1904 ant i -
Jewish Limerick pogrom (see back 
page) were broadcast at this particular 
juncture? Somehow I think not. 

Make no mistake about it, Peter 
Taylor is a knowledgeable current-
affairs journalist of some considerable 
quality and integrity, who has con-
tributed over the years to our under-
standing of the conflict in the North. 

It is therefore highly disturbing that 
he allowed his work, if that is what 
happened, to be used in this way. In 
addition to the lack of historical per-
spective mentioned in the above 
review, Taylor cannot avoid criticism, 
or at least disagreement, with his 
emphasis on the 'cock up' theory of 
British actions over events in the 
North - particularly Bloody Sunday, 
the importance of which is consider-
ably underplayed in both the TV 
series and the book. 

Taylor's book has much to offer to 
the general reader. However, to those 
looking for greater depth and original-
ity, a supplement of Mallie and 
McKittrick's The Fight for Peace, 
Fighting for Ireland by M.L.R. Smith, 
The IRA by Tim Pat Coogan or 
Brendan O'Brien's The Long War will 
be most useful. 

Provos: the IRA and Sinn Fein by Pe'er 
Taylor, Bloomsbury £14.99 hbk 

Government must stand up to Ulster unionists 
The Irish Democrat's northern correspondent, Bobbie Heatley, warns of the need to address the developing fault lines of the Irish peace process 
and asks if Labour government's kid glove handling of Trimble's Ulster Unionist Party is endangering current attempts to reach a solution 

Ihe new UK government has been in con- | 
trol of Northern Ireland's affairs for just ; ! 

over six months. The record of the 
Northern Ireland Office under Mo 
Mowlam has one big plus to its credit - its 
co-operation with a new Dublin govern-

ment, however it could be in danger of throwing 
this away. 

Although there have been a few infringements 
by loyalist paramilitaries, the mainstream repub-
lican ceasefire is, as yet, holding. Obstacles to get-
ting all-party talks underway have been removed. 
Those unionists who are not attending are stay-
ing away on their own volition because they can-
not contemplate any change in the status quo. 

Probably for these reasons, and despite the 
foul-up over Drumcree, Mowlam appears to be 
up-beat these days. However, her optimistic 
mood doesn't reflect that of the general public 
here, especially nationalists and republicans. 
And, while republican paramilitarism obscures 
the fact, these groups comprise the democracy of 
Ireland. It is one thing to get talks underway, it is 
another to extract a solution from them. 

In this respect, Mo Mowlam, has been per-
ceived to be under-achieving. What many see as 
her mollycoddling of the Ulster Unionist Party 
is, once again, threatening the talks with failure. 

The UUP and the Tories wrecked the previ-
ous IRA ceasefire because of their stalling over 
the 17 months of its duration. Trimble is still at 
it. He has assured his unionist critics, inside and 
outside the UUP, who would have him boycott 
the talks that his sole purpose for being there is 
to deploy the 'triple lock' veto on change given to 
hiifa by Johh Majof a6d reaffirined bjr the prtSent 

Mo Mowlam's up-
beat attitude Is 
not reflected on 
the ground In the 
Mn—1m ftmni inn 
norm, nowevei 
she has the ability 
to persuade 
IHiftble's Ulster 
Unionists to adopt 
a more positive 
attitude to the 
peace process. 

British government. 
Naturally, Sinn Fein is said to believe that 

Trimble's increasingly 'childish' strategy, to 
wreck the talks from the inside, is potentially 
fatal for the prospects of retaining peace. The 
ominous beginnings of defections from the IRA 
and Sinn Fein are an early warning sign. But the 
concern is not restricted to republican ranks. 
David Andrews, Ireland's new Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and the SDLP have also record-
ed their alarm at the slow pace of the talks. 

Only one participant has theihSBtnce, not to 
say the power, to persuade the Ulster Unionists to 
behave themselves and end the risk of plunging 
the peoples of Britain and Ireland into another 25 
years of violence and conflict. The political 
process must be shown to work in terms of a 
capability to solve differences. The people who 
are'beginning to reject the process had very little 
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confidenafih the process to begin with. The par-
ticipant who can change all of this, if she has the 
will, is Mo Mowlam. But, the defectors are not 
opting out, at this stage, solely because of the 
stuttering talks process. There are many out-
standing issues which do not require the 'con-
sent' of the Northern Ireland unionists. These 
are matters for the UK government, as the de 
facto governing power, alone. 

One nationalist journalist in Belfast has asked 
the question: 'Where is Mo on the radar screen?" 
Successive British governments have had 75 
years in wtuch to demonstrate that it is possible 
for them to govern Northern Ireland democrati-
cally, and failed. People want immediate action 
on a range of issues, Some which have come to 
the fore recently include: 
^equa l i ty of treatment in employment (British 
minister Tony Worthington recently came under 

rt* rtWf/.vivw.vrwiYrwrtmv'rrj*: 

fire from the comptroller of New York State, Mr. 
Alan Havesi, after a meeting at which Mr. Havesi 
got the impression that the minister was "solely 
representing the views of those in the Northern 
Ireland civil service who have been opposed to 
the principles of fair employment principles 
from day one": 
* government inaction over the pressure exerted 
by unionists students at Queen's University 
Belfast to end the institution's policy of display-
ing bi-lingual signs; 
•fcan inquiry into acts of collusion between loy-
alist paramilitaries and the security forces and 
the protection of solicitors from police threats; 
•k respect for civil and human rights in Northern 
Ireland, including the ending of all emergency 
legislation and the establishment of an indepen-
dent commission to deal with complaints against 
the RUC; 
•k rapid State demilitarisation in view of the con-
tinuing IRA ceasefire; 
•fc increased movement on political prisoners, 
especially those held in English jails. 

I could go on - what exactly is holding up the 
announcement of a reconstituted Commission of 
Enquiry into the events of Bloody Sunday? 

At a recent meeting in Belfast, held under the 
auspices of the Campaign for Democracy, Mr. 
Martin Mansergh, special advisor to the 
Taoiseach, said that it was the ambition of Bertie 
Ahern to see a united Ireland in his lifetime. 
Could this also turn out to be a possible glitch, 
given Tony Blair's stated unionist position, in 
devising a successful outcome to the talks which 
must have the consent of a majority of the Irish 
people north, and south of the. border? 

» V i ' f f f / I rl.\ 
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Features 

connolly column 
In the second edited instalment 
of Women, taken from 
The Reconquest oflreland, 
(1915), Connolly continues 
to explore women's oppression 
in Ireland. Citing women's 
experience as peasantry at 
home, and as wage slaves in 
the factories and ivorkshops of 
the capitalist, both at home 
and abroad, Connolly pays 
tribute to the role played by 
'militant women' in the 

fight for social, political and 
economic rights. 

"None are so 
fitted to break 

the chains as they 
who wear them" 

Women and Equality (part 2) 
The daughters of the Irish peasantry have been the cheapest slaves 
in existence - slaves to their own family, who were in turn, slaves 
to all social parasites of a landlord and gombeen-ridden 
community... The Irish peasant, in too many cases, treated his 
daughters in much the same manner as he regarded a plough or 
spade - as tools with which to work the farm. The whole mental 
outlook, the entire moral atmosphere of the countryside, enforced 
this point of view. In every chapel, church or meeting-house the 
insistence was ever upon duties... Never were the ears of the young 
polluted by any reference to 'right'. 

That, in spite of this, they have proven valuable assets in every 
progressive movement in Ireland, is evidence of the great value 
their co-operation will be, when to their self-sacrificing acceptance 
of duty they begin to unite its necessary counterpoise, a high-
minded assertion of rights. We are not speaking here of rights in 
the thin and attenuated meaning of the term to which we have 
become accustomed by the Liberal or other spokesmen of the 
capitalist class... We are rather using it in the sense in which it is 
used by, and is familiar to, the Labour movement. 

We believe, with that move-
merit, that the serene perfor-
mance of duty, combined with 
and inseparable from the fear-
less assertion of rights, unite to 
make the highest expression of 
the human soul. That soul is 
the grandest which most 
unquestionably acquiesces in 
the performance of duty, and • ^ • • H B I H i ^ ^ B l i 
most unflinchingly claims its rights, even against a world in arms. 

In Ireland the soul of womanhood has been trained for centuries 
to surrender its rights, and as a consequence the race has lost its 
chief capacity to withstand assaults from without, and demoralisa-
tion from within. Those who preached to Irish womankind 
fidelity to duty as the only ideal to be striven after, were, 
consciously or unconsciously, fashioning a slave mentality, which 
the Irish mothers had perforce to transmit to the Irish child. 

The militant women who, without abandoning their fidelity to 
duty, are yet teaching their sisters to assert their rights, are re-estab-
lishing a sane and perfect balance that makes more possible a well-
ordered Irish nation. 

Everyone acquainted with the lot encountered by Irish emi-
grant girls in the great cities of England or America, the hardships 
they had to undergo, the temptations to which they were subject 
must acknowledge... the gravity of the perils that awaited them... 

Those who prate glibly about the 'sacredness of home' and the 
'sanctity of the family circle' would do well to consider what 
home in Ireland today is sacred from the influence of the greedy 
mercenary spirit, born of the system of capitalist property; what 
lainily circle is unbroken by the emigration of its most gentle and 
loving ones. 

Just as the present system in Ireland has made cheap slaves or 
untrained emigrants of the flower of our peasant women, so it has 
darkened the lives and starved the intellect of the female operatives 
in mills, shops and factories... Of what use to such sufferers can the 
re-establishment of any form of Irish state if it does not embody the 
emancipation of womanhood... 

Whatever class rules industrially will rule politically, and 
impose upon the community in general the beliefs, customs and 
ideas most suitable to the perpetuation of its rule. These beliefs, 
customs, ideas become the highest expression of morality and so 
remain until the ascent to power of another ruling industrial class 
establishes a new morality. 

In Ireland since the Conquest, the landlord-capitalist class has 
ruled; the beliefs, customs, ideas oflreland are the embodiment of 
the slave morality we inherited from those who accepted that 
rule... the subjection of women was sn integral part of that rule. 

None are so fitted to break the chains as they who wear them, 
none so well equipped to decide what is a fetter. In its march 
towards freedom, the working class of Ireland must cheer on the 
efforts of those women who, feeling 01. their souls and their bodies 
the fetters of ages, have arisen to strike them off, a:id cheer all the 
louder if in its hatred of thralldom ahd passion for freedom the 
women's army forges ahead-of the militant army of Labour. 

Communities in search of 
peace-process input 

Rose Ardron of the Sheffield Irish Peace Group examines the response of local community 
organisations in Belfast to the Irish peace process and speaks to local activists about their 
contribution to the quest for peace and reconciliation in the six counties. 

it There are two processes in 
Northern Ireland. There's the 
political process and the peace 
process. At the moment they're 
running parallel and not 
converging. The political process is 
i i the talks, but running alongside 
that there's another peace process 
that's being led, or driven, by the 
community. Sooner or later we 
want those to converge. 33 

{Billy Mitchell) 

Billy Mitchell is a loyalist ex-prisoner 
who is now a community worker in 
North Belfast, where he has joined 
with Liam Maskey, republican ex-
prisoner, to set up INTERCOMM, a 
cross-community development pro-

ject aimed at tackling social and economic 
deprivation. As Liam explains: "I believe 
that through the commonness that we can 
find in the lack of services, jobs, and real 
progress, that bonds will build. When you 
succeed together, you grow together; that 
makes constitutional issues easier, more 
clear cut. Because at the end of the day, I 
don't want to have a united Ireland with 
people still divided." 

Billy and Liam were speaking at a 
Labour Party conference fringe meeting 
this October on the theme of 'partnership'. 
To most people in Britain, awareness of the 
'peace process' is dependent on media tit-
bits from the political process. We have 
virtually no access to voices from the com-
munities that have suffered most from the 
violence and who have the most to gain 
from peace. 

This summer I asked community 
activists in Belfast how they saw the rela-
tionship between activity at the grassroots 
and the 'top table' negotiations. Their 
replies throw light on some of these more 
hidden aspects of the peace process and 
reveal areas of common ground that reach 
beyond the troubled communities of 
Belfast in their challenge to the status quo. 

We have virtually no 
access to voices from 
the communities that 
have suffered most 
from the violence 

and who have the most 
to gain from peace 

The vehicle of community development 
has a heightened relevance in the Northern 
Ireland context of political instability, com-
munity division and armed conflict. 
Working-class communities have drawn 
together to create alternatives to compen-
sate for the dysfunction of a contested state. 
Community action has drawn many ordi-
nary people into social and political action 
as an alternative to violence or conservative 
and sectarian political parties. 

It is from these roots that a peace 
process at community level can be traced 

Billy Hutchinson, director of the 
Springfield Inter-community Development 
Project and PUP councillor 

back to well before the ceasefires of 1994. 
Community activists from both sides of the 
peace line were edging towards each other, 
led by the awareness that alongside 
paramilitary violence existed the structural 
violence of unemployment, educational 
disadvantage and the exclusion of margin-
alised groups; that the starting point for 
addressing tension within and between 
communities was to tackle social and 
economic problems. 

The difficulty lies in 
making a peace process 

that relates to 
ordinary people and 

includes them 

The Springfield Inter-community 
Development Project was established in 
1988 with the express purpose of bringing 
communities together to develop a joint 
strategy for tackling socio-economic prob-
lems. The project director is Billy 
Hutchinson, formerly a loyalist prisoner, 
and recently elected as a Progressive 
Unionist Party councillor in Belfast. 

The community development strategy 
seeks to empower ordinary people and 
encourage their participation in decision 
making, he explains. The Project works 
across the community interface in West 
Belfast with a range of programmes aimed 
at community development in the widest 
sense - social, economic, cultural and polit-
ical: "...empowering people to understand 
about political structures and what type of 
political structure should be in place; about 
participatory democracy, when we haven't 
had any type of democracy." 

He expresses concern that the peace 
process has become a thing apart from peo-
ple, with different political groups claiming 
to 'own' it at different points. People are 
leaving it up to the politicians - a danger-
ous thing given the nature of party politics 
in Northern Ireland, he argues. This is why 
it is so important that the focus of the 
debate becomes more inclusive: "...people 
need to be given an opportunity to say 
something before it's actually a referen-
dum. People need to be feeding in and we 
need to look at how we actually do that."' • 

At the Upper Springfield Development 
Trust, Geraldine McAteer manages an inte-
grated social and economic regeneration 
programme for this disadvantaged area of 
West Belfast. Her experience of joint com-
munity ventures undertaken with the 
Greater Shankill Partnership Board is that 
contact and understanding have increased 
through working to a common agenda: 
barriers have been broken down as people 
get to know each other on a human basis, 
and the tangible successes of the project 
demonstrate that it is acceptable and bene-
ficial to work with another community that 
has traditionally been seen as 'the enemy'. 

Geraldine sees economic development 
as key to breaking down marginalisation 
and alienation and giving people a stake in 
the peace process. Hard questions arose 
once the euphoria of the first period of 
ceasefires wore off, she explains. Would we 
get jobs? What does this actually mean for 
me and my family? People had always felt 
that when the Troubles were over there 
would be a new life for them. As it tran-
spires, nothing is that easy. 

To Geraldine, the difficulty lies in mak-
ing a peace process that relates to ordinary 
people and includes them. A political set-
tlement is essential, but the baggage and 
problems of the last 25 years still need to be 
addressed at local level. 

These voices are making a clear call for 
genuine participation in an integrated 
peace process. Billy Mitchell and Liam 
Maskey see that the mechanism for this 
may lie with the Partnership Boards that 
deliver the European Programme for Peace 
and Reconciliation; they argue for the 
resources to enable this process to be led by 
the communities most affected by it. 

Geraldine McAteer would like to see 
channels existing and debates taking place 
that enable people to feel they have a stake 
in the process and that there is some way of 
becoming involved with it. She sees a role 
for the community-development sector 
".. .to provide a sort of forum or framework 
for people to be involved - have our own 
peace process." Billy Hutchinson quotes 
the South African experience with the 
Peace Accord as an effective model of 
building up from the community and 
feeding issues into the political process. 

Community development, and the 
broader concept of civil society have much 
to offer as a source of creativity to provide a 
way out of political impasse. Government 
and political elites also have responsibili-
ties and a role to play. The movement away 
from violent conflict in the North is raising 
the reality of participatory democracy. 
These dynamics are already causing alarm 
in the political establishment. 

If the desire to see an end to violence 
does not extend into the construction of a 
positive peace then the only result can be a 
fragile co-option and pacification. 

There is a need for a democratic space 
within which the peace processes can 
become integrated. The current opportuni-
ties for peace will not last forever. It is time 
that these voices were heard more widely 
and that we build connections with them 
on the basis of our own concerns for partic-
ipation and democracy. 

•A This article draws on research undertaken 
for an MA Dissertation in Peace Studies: 
'Recent Developments in the Peace Process'. 
Comments and further discussion do The Irish 

• Democrat. . . , . 
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Neutrality debate 

PUNA warns against replacing Irish neutrality with full military Integration Into a European nuclear-armed superstate 

The Peace and Neutrality Alliance 
(PANA) aws established to build 
support for Irish neutrality in 
the face of closer EU integration 
and the EU's transformation 
into a nuclear-armed superstate. 

The organisation reflects a widespread 
commitment among people cam-
paigning on international issues in 
Ireland for a policy of positive neutral-
ity to remain and the maintainence of 
an independent foreign policy. 

If the key demand of the Irish 
peace process is to take the gun out of 
Irish politics then PANA's demand is 
to take the gun out of European and 
international politics. 

Indeed it would be ironic if the 
Irish peace process was to be declared 
successful on the basis of Ireland's 
integration into a nuclear armed 
superstate. To exchange the armalite 
for a finger on a nuclear trigger is not 
peace with justice. 

In the ongoing negotiations of new 
constitutional arrangements between 
the Republic of Ireland and the 
United Kingdom, PANA will contin-
ue to highlight its objectives, particu-
larly as the SDLP proposes a three-
member executive in Northern 
Ireland, one of whom would be 
appointed by the EU Commission. 
This inter-linking of the EU with a 
potential outcome of the peace process 
needs to be examined in the context of 
Ireland's overall relationship with the 
EU in such a way as to maximise Irish 
democracy rather than to diminish it. 

It would be ironic if 
the Irish peace 

process was to be 
declared successful 

on the basis of 
Ireland's integration 
into a nuclear-armed 

superstate 

Central to PANA's demands is to 
seek an amendment to Article 29.2 
of the Republic's constitution which 
reads: "Ireland affirms its adherence 
to the principle of the pacific settle-
ment of international disputes by 
international arbitration or judicial 
determination" by adding: "To this 
end the State shall, in particular, 
maintain a policy of non-membeship 

of military alliances." 
PANA now has a number of sup-

porters in the Oireachtas and we hope 
to establish a Irish parliamentary 
group which will seek support for this 
amendment. The level of support it 
gets will be a litmus test of the effec-
tive support for neutrality. The need is 
to go on the offensive rather than con-
tinually be on the defensive. 

However, the main battle ahead 
will be the referendum which the 
government has promised on the 
Amsterdam Treaty, to be held, ironi-
cally enough, in 1998, the 200th 
anniversary of the 1798 United 
Irishmen rebellion. PANA's recent 
conference on the Treaty aimed to 
crystallise opposition to the embry-
onic nuclear armed superstate and to 
develop our own future vision for 
Ireland and Europe, which is democ-
ratic, free of nuclear weapons and anti-
imperialist. 

However, we should not underesti-
mate the difficulty of our task. The 
Irish economy js booming and the vast 
majority of the people are supportive 
of the 'European ideal' as the EU 
claims, not totally without justifica-
tion, some responsibility for the 

Our efforts to build 
links with the Irish 
diaspora need to 
be accelerated. 

The Irish Democrat' 
with its links with 

the Irish in Scotland, 
England and 

Wales could play a 
constructive role 

successful economy. Those of us who 
oppose some aspects of the current 
direction in which the EU is develop-
ing are virtually ignored by the media, 
and, on the odd occasion when we get 
coverage, are frequently dismissed as 
reactionary isolationists. 

Many reforms, especially in the 
area of women's rights and environ-
mental issues, have been seen to come 
from the EU rather from our own 
political elite. This has created strong 
political and cultural support for the 
EU. Meanwhile, PANA has few 
resources, little money, and every pre-
vious 'European' referendum has been 
passed by a two-to-one majority. 

The strategy for our victory in the 
referendum therefore has to be based 
on a number of basic concepts: 
if building as wide a base of support as 
possible, long before the referendum 
date is declared. (The fact that so 
many groups have affiliated to us 
already and that the foreign affairs 
spokespersons of most parties have 
agreed to meet us shows that we are 
making progress in that direction); 
A developing a strong international 
and European dimension to our cam-
paign so that we are not accused of 
being isolationist. (We have already 
linked with TEAM, the European 

Anti-Maastricht Movement, and our 
efforts to build links with the Irish 
diaspora needs to accelerated. In this 
regard the Irish Democrat with its links 
with the Irish in Scotland England 
and Wales could play a very construc-
tive role.); 
'A'focussing on the issue of nuclear 
weapons and the arms industry as the 
reason why the Amsterdam Treaty 
should be amended to stop Ireland 
from becoming further involved with 
the nuclear-armed Western European 
Union. 

While the recent Irish election pro-
duced a minority coalition govern-
ment whose declared policy is closer to 
that of PANA than the defeated 
Rainbow Coalition, one should not 
underestimate the difficulties. 

The Fianna Fail manifesto opposes 
moves to further integrate the state 
into the WEU further than its existing 

If the key demand of 
the Irish peace 

process is to take 
the gun out of Irish 

politics then the 
PANA's demand is 

to take the gun out 
of European and 

international politics 

observer status. Although the treaty 
would greatly strengthen the 
WEU/EU link, the Fianna Fail 
former Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Ray Burke, uncritically welcomed 
the Amsterdam Treaty, as did all the 
other major political parties. 

However, as a result of the recent 
ruling on the funding of referenda, 
the establishment cannot now spend 
state money, or promise the people 
millions of Punts. Also, there are 
many politicians who genuinely do 
not support the creation of a nuclear-
armed superstate. Although, because 
of party loyalty, might not support 
us, equally they will not actively help 
the Euro-bullies. 

If those political forces who 
would support PANA both at home 
and abroad can be mobilised early 
enough, the possibility of a victory 
for those of us who seek a democrat-
ic and nuclear-free Ireland and 
Europe is very real. The key lies in 
PANA's ability to project the idea 
that its values of positive neutrality 
are part if Ireland's future not of it's 
past. That they grow out of the 
democratic nationalist tradition of 
the United Irishmen rather than the 
imperial traditions of unionism or 
home rule. 

For further information about PANA's 
contact: Con Maxwell, International 
Secretary, Peace and Neutrality 
Alliance, 25 Woodview Park, Dublin 
13, Ireland, E mail: vmacdowe(<t tol.ie. 

Join the 

Connolly Association 
The Connolly Association is the oldest campaigning organisation 
of the Irish in Britain. Membership costs £10 per year - or £12 for 
a joint membership, (£6 joint unwaged) and £5 for individual 
students, unemployed and pensioners. Membership includes a 
free subscription to the Irish Democrat. I 

I 
| Name 
I 
I 
I Postcode 
I 

I /We enclose the membership subscription of £ 
and a donation of £ towards the CA's campaigning 

I 

Address. 

Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA) 
Th_ .'eace & Neutrality Alliance (PANA) was established to build support 
for Irish neutrality which it believes is being slowly destroyed through 
integration into the European Union (EU) which, in turn, is being 
transformed into a nuclear-armed superstate. 

The campaign has attracted support from groups and organisations as 
diverse as the Workers Party, Sinn Fein and the Green Party. Most Irish 
international solidarity campaigns, church groups such as Pax Christi, and 
peace groups like CND are also affiliated to PANA. 

O t y e c t i v e s : 

t It is within the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and 
a reformed United Nations, and not the European Union, that Ireland 
should pursue its security concerns; 

2. Ireland should pursue a positive neutrality and independent foreign 
policy and not join or form an association with any military alliance, such 
as the Western European Union or North Atlantic Treaty Organisation; 

3. Ireland should seek to promote European and international security 
through • policy of disarmament and demilitarisation and should therefore 
oppose the militarisation of the European Union; 

4. Ireland should refuse to cooperate with or condone in any way policies 
or military groupings which maintain nuclear weapons or any other 
weapons of mass destruction; 

5. Irish troops should only serve abroad as peacekeepers under the auspices 
of the United Nations. 

Irislr neutrality under threat from EU 
Roger Cole from the Dublin-based Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA) argues the case for taking the gun out of international politics and 
for building a strong international and European dimension into the campaign for Irish neutrality and a nuclear-arms-free Europe. 
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New Connolly collection 
Peter Berresford Ellis reviews The Lost Writings: 
James Connolly edited by Aindrias O Cathasaigh, 
Pluto Press, £12.99 pbk 
It's always good to see another volume 
of the writings of James Connolly 
made generally available. 

There is much good material in the 
current volume showing Connolly's 
diversity of thought and his views on 
many aspects of Irish political and 
cultural life. However, 'lost writings' 
they are not. 

The selections come from the 
journals which Connolly edited or 
contributed to - such as The Workers 
Republic, The Socialist, The Harp, The 
Irish Worker etc. These journals are in 
(he archives for anyone to examine 
and most Connolly researchers have 
already assessed them. Searching for a 
commercial title, the author has 
tended to create one that is rather 
misleading. 

I know when I first saw the 
volume, I immediately thought it 
might contain the texts of some of 
Connolly's truly lost writings such as 
his plays The Agitator's Wife and Under 
Which I'lag. 

Leaving the reservations of the title 
aside, it is a well-constructed volume 
and a useful work of reference. 

That said, I was rather perturbed 
with a sentence on p i l l which 
claimed thai, in my 1973 volume 
Selected Writings: James Connolly 
(Penguin), now ironically being 
reprinted by Pluto Press, I had taken 

my material from two particular 
works. It is stated that I borrowed my 
material specifically from Selected 
Political Writings by Owen Dudley 
Edwards and Bernard Ransom and the 
Cork Workers' Club Songbook (1972). 

This was irritating and offensive, 
not to mention harmful to my scholas-
tic reputation, especially as my volume 
had been published in 1973 before the 
Edwards and Ransom volume. Nor 
had I any opportunity to take material 
from the Songbook, although I was able 
to make a reference to it in my bibli-

Book Reviews 
ography at the proof stage. 

I therefore wrote to the publishers 
and demanded a retraction, of the 
statement an apology and assurances 
of its removal from subsequent edi-
tions. But we all know that once some 
thing is in black and white in the first 
edition it remains so for ever and a 
day. The publishers did agree with me 
that the wording was 'unfortunate'. 

On November 6, Aindrias 0 
Cathasaigh wrote to me and accepted 
that I had not taken material from 
Edwards and Ransom nor the 
Songbook, although believing it had 
been a reasonable conclusion because 
he had thought the volumes were 
published within a month of one 
another (sic)! This I felt would be a 
rather unreasonable conclusion. 

Even if my volume had been pub-
lished concurrently (and not prior) 
with Edwards and Ransom, anyone 
who knows the publishing world 
would realise just how long the gesta-
tion period is between manuscript's 
submission and actual publication. 

O Cathasaigh wrote: "I can assure 
you that my intention was not to cause 
any offence to you personally, or to 
unfairly impugn your reputation... 
I believe that we are both... motivated 
by a desire to spread Connolly's 
message." 

With that sentiment I can only 
agree. But such a 'blip' demonstrates 
just how careful one must be before 
making assumptions and, moreover, 
putting them in print. It brings into 
question the standard of research and 
reinforces my admonition to everyone 
to keep records. You never know when 
you may need them. 

On the poverty 
of unionism 
Jack Bennett reviews 

Who Are The People'? 
Unionism, Protestantism 
and Loyalism in Northern 
Ireland, Peter Shirlow and 

Mark McGovern (eds), 

Pluto Press, £12.99 pbk 
The title is apt. 'We are the People' is 
not only an Orange war cry, but a slo-
gan reflecting the mind-set of virtual-
ly every unionist politician. Catholics, 
when considered at all, are to be seen 
as non-people. This is a central delu-
sion of Unionism. If there is to be any 
new workable arrangement for the six 
counties, interim or otherwise, union-
ists will have to accept that they are 
definitely not 'The People'. 

This book tackles that delusion 
fairly well head on. It is a collection of 
nine essays, all chewing over from dif-
fering points of view the much-tor-
furtd ' Subject' b f ' the "identity" 'of 

Ulster protestants. So there is plenty 
here to argue about. Arthur Aughey, a 
'new' unionist, writing on 'The char-
acter of Ulster unionism', indulges in 
some curious flights of fancy and 
writes some well-meaning rubbish. 

Brian Graham, on 'Ulster: a repre-
sentation of place yet to be imagined', 
is good, although his approach could 
also be questioned in places. If there is 
an overall weakness, it could be that 
the Ulster loyalist-unionist-Orange 
sectarian phenomenon appears to be 
examined as an isolated, strictly local 
product: spontaneous, self-generating 
and even natural. 

Academics must be careful not to 
seen to be promoting anything like a 
republican agenda, so the role of the 
former imperial power in creating 
and nurturing the Orange disorder 
does not appear to be considered as a 
factor at all. 

There are also echoes here and 
there of Gellner and others whose 
ideas essentially express the modern 
'new' ideology of the trans-national 
corporations, for whom nation states 
are a nuisance and who must therefore 
have it demonstrated that nationalism 
is nonsense. 

However, on balance the contribu-
tions add up to an eloquent, if some-
times sad, commentary on the utter 
poverty and bankruptcy of unionism 
as an ideology. The book is, indeed, 
another useful addition by Pluto Press 
to the debate. Only one flaw for the 
general reader is its over-larding with 
the specialist jargon which scholastic 
sociologists use to impress one anoth-
er, or to communicate with each other 
in an esoteric code. 

I came across a new one for me. 
One of the writers has the word "meta-
narrative" - an ugly combination of 
Greek and Latin which could mean 
anything until we're told what it's sup-
posed to mean. We have a dollop or 
two of "ontology", of course, but I sup-
pose we must be thankful for the 
absence of any epiphenomenalistic 
ejiistomogrijihical rubbish.' ' ' 

Declarations 
of intent 
Sally Richardson reviews 
On the Easter Proclamation 
and other Declarations 
by Liam de Paor, Four 
Courts Press, £14.95 hbk 
Revolutionary declarations, although 
usually put together hurriedly to an 
agenda set by the circumstances of the 
time, frequently come to stand as a 
statement of a cause's or a nation's 
identity. Their phrases continue to 
echo in the minds of subsequent 
generations. 

The Easter Proclamation has this 
much in common with the French 
Declaration of the Rights of Man 
(August 1789) or the American 
Declaration of Independence (July 1776), 
but as Liam de Paor shows, 
its standpoint is in many ways 
different. 

The Proclamation was principally 
the work of Pearse, with input from 
Connolly and MacDonagh. Rightly, de 
Paor points to Connolly's position as a 
separatist republican as well as social-
ist, and to Pearse's growing commit-
ment to socialist principles. 

Lofty aspirations rubbed up 
against workaday practical problems: 
the printer's fonts were short of Es and 
the text was printed overnight on 
decrepit machinery. The following 
morning Helena Moloney took charge 
of the copies for distribution; at noon 
the Easter Rising began. 

Liam de Paor's close analysis of the 
text is lively and erudite. As he con-
cludes, there are "only two political 
parties in the Western world: those 
who take sides with the weak and poor, 
and those who take sides with the rich 
and powerful". The men who wrote 
and signed the Easter Proclamation 
khew'which side they Were on. ' ' ' 

Birth of modern republicanism 
David Granville reviews Rebellion! Ireland in 1798 
by D. J. Gahan, O'Brien Press & Comoradh, £14.99 hbk 

Rebellion! 
M W t / s u / m 

l U N f l I .1. (lAUAN 

I had hoped to hold this one over 
until the next issue of the paper, which 
will include a bi-centenary special on 
the United Irishmen's rebellion, 
however, as the book is the official 
yearbook of Comoradh - the 1798 
Commemorative Committee - and 
includes a comprehensive listing of 
commemorative events in Ireland, 
some readers would undoubtedly be 
disappointed if they only heard about 
it part way through the year. 

The events leading up to the rebel-
lion of 1798 and their immediate 
aftermath rank alongside the Easter 
Rising and the War of Independence 
in their importance for the develop-
ment of Irish national democracy. 
That United Irishmen like Tone 
aimed "to break the connection with 
England", in the process "substituting 
the common name of Irishman in 
place of the denominations of 
Protestant, Catholic and Dissenter", 
remains an inspiration to democratic 
and progressive forces throughout 
Ireland to this day. 

Gahan's well-illustrated chronolog-
ical account of the rebellion is some-
what brief, particularly when com-
pared with the author's detailed study 
of the rising in The People's Rising: 
Wexford 1798 (Gill & Macmillan, 
1995). 

However it will serve as a useful 
introduction to the subject, and the 
yearbook is an added bonus, although 
it's a pity that the book doesn't contain 
a bibliography pointing the reader 
towards the bounty of fine material 
that is either currently available on 
the subject. You'll just have to wait for 
the next edition of the Irish Democrat. 
for that. 

Ships of exile, 
misery 
and profit 
Eddie Mulligan reviews 
The Famine Ships: the Irish 
exodus to America 1846-51 
by Edward Laxton, 
Bloomsbury, £6.99 pbk 

In this excellent book, Laxton 
describes how the system imposed by 
the Penal Laws introduced by William 
of Orange in 1695 forced the majority 
of the Irish to eke out a living by grow-
ing potatoes on tiny strips of frequent-
ly poor quality land, thus setting the 
scene for the calamity which was to 
befall them in 1845. The Penal Laws 
were not fully repealed until 1829, 
16 years before the famine. 

The author paints a gruesome 
picture of the conditions on board 
some of the ships used to transport 
people to America and Canada. He 
describes how a flourishing trade built 
up around the exodus, with owners 
converting vessels which were unfit or 
ill-equipped for the perilous journey 
in order to make money. 

He shows how the British govern-
ment, keen to populate Canada, 

subsidised the fares and how landlords 
unable to extract rent from starving 
people found it cheaper to pay their 
fare than to keep them on their estates. 
This helped to clear the Irish from the 
land and populate a new colony at the 
same time. 

Laxton reminds the reader that 
although the British agreed to pay the 
cost of American famine relief to 
Ireland, they were not prepared to take 
the necessary measures to prevent the 
tragedy by stopping the export of food-
stuff from Ireland. 

This well written and beautifully 
illustrated book will not fail to move 
anyone with an ounce of humanity. 

Police debate 
Beyond the Politics of Law 
and Order by Johnny 
Connolly, Centre for 
Research and 
Documentation, £3.00 

The stated objective of this construc-
tively provocative pamphlet published 
by CRD is to "provide a starting point 
for the development of a new form of 
policing in Ireland" - in both the six 
and twenty six counties. 

Arguing the case for a positive shift 
away from the current 'law and order* 

approach to a policing policy clearly 
founded on 'community-orientation', 
criminologist Johnny Connolly right-
ly identifies the centrality of the issue 
to the developing peace process. 

Although unlikely to find much 
support in either the RUC or the 
Garda Siochana, hierarchy, this 73-
page pamphlet contains much intelli-
gent comment and criticism of tradi-
tional forms of policing throughout 
the world, while pointing to a radical, 
but viable, alternative. 

It should not only be read by all 
those concerned with the develop-
ment of consensual policing in the 
North, but also by Jack Straw and 
every member of a police authorities 
throughout Britain and Ireland. DG 
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Architects of the Irish 
peace process 
David Granville reviews An Irish Voice: the quest for 
peace by Gerry Adams, Roberts Rinehart (Distributed 
in UK by Airlift Book Co.), £9.99 pbk and John Hume: 
a biography by Paul Routledge, Harper Collins, £20 hbk 

Book Reviews 

For those Democrat readers unfamiliar 
with the writings of the Sinn Fein 
leader An Irish Voice: the quest for peace 
is probably as an accessible a starting 
point as any, and far from shallow or 
disappointing for being just that. 

This collection of Adam's column 
in the Irish/American newspaper The 
Irish Voice between June 1993 and July 
1997 is more than a fascinating chron-
icle of an unfolding peace process. Any 
politician who manages effortlessly to 
combine deep-held political convic-
tion with razor-sharp observation and 
analysis, and self-effacing good 
humour, is usually worth listening to. 
In Adah's case his politics are invari-

ably sound: oh yes, and he can write 
well too. 

Here we have the entire roller-
coaster of the developing peace process 
in Ireland, in so many ways the sorry 
tale of opportunities squandered, usu-
ally as a result of the attitude of our 
government here in Britain. The elec-
tion of a Labour government has 
brought new hopes. Let us hope that 
Mr Adams is able to sustain 'the opti-
mism of the will over pessimism of the 
intellect' which he refers to in the final 
column included here. He will cer-
tainly need to. 

This is an important and highly 
readable collection. However, it's diffi-
cult for me to improve on the words of 
Irish Voice publisher Niall O'Dowd 
who in his foreword to the collection 
writes: "I believe these columns will 
serve as part of an important historical 
record some day, as a diary in progress 
from the principal architect of the 
Irish peace process which has given 
the world such hope that conflict reso-
lution, wherever it happens, can make 
a better place to live." Amen. 

The latest biography of John Hume 
also portrays a man of steadfast con-
viction, whose contribution to bring-
ing about the current peace process 
should be suitably acknowledged. 

Unfortunately, the first obstacle I 
had to overcome as a reviewer with 
John Hume; a biography is its author, 
Paul Routledge. I for one have not for-

J O H N H U MK 
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given his hatchet job on miner's leader 
Arthur Scargill - a man who, though 
not without his faults, fought to pro-
tect the interests of his union mem-
bers with a selfless dedication 
matched only by the far from selfless 
efforts of the likes of Ian MacGregor 
and Margaret Thatcher in their pur-
suit of the destruction of the National 
Union of Mineworkers. 

That said, this is a workmanlike, 
though not especially revealing, effort 
which allows the reader to gain a fair 
understanding of what it is that makes 
John Hume tick at a political level. 
His track record as a dedicated civil 
rights activist and nationalist politi-
cian with a penchant for a 'post-
national state' solution to the conflict 
based on consent and accomodation is 
well covered, as is his support for the 
'European project'. 

Regretably, Routledge is able to add 
nothing new to what is already known 
about the contacts between Hume and 

• ,t j 

Adams etc. There is also almost noth-
ing about Hume the man, and pre-
cious little about Hume the business-
man, making this, on balance, a disap-
pointing study. 

Fading vision 
of conflict and 
two-nationism 
Owen Bennett reviews 
The Politics of Illusion: a 
political history of the IRA 
by Henry Patterson, 
Serif Press, £14.99 pbk 

This is an updated version of a book 
first written in 1989 which includes 
recent developments surrounding the 
peace process. 

The blurb on the back cover claims 
that militant nationalism and the pol-
itics of the left make "illusory bed-fel-
lows". But this argument is never real-
ly followed through in the main text 
with any sort of conviction. We are 
never sure what the 'illusion' referred 
to in the title is. 

The theoretical basis of Patterson's 
approach seems to be a form of two-
nationism. He refers to the "tradition-
al national assumptions of one nation" 
implying that these are questionable, 
from this perspective the pursuit of a 
united Ireland could appear to him an 
'illusion'. 

However, Patterson's examination 
of the tradition of 'social republican-
ism' is quite thought-provoking, and 
only goes of f / the rails when he 
attempts to prove a grand theoretical 
case - that socialism and nationalism 
are contradictory. 

It is true that republicans have 
en^bpked, on ^sopalfsticH experiments 
with little success in the past - the 

'new departure' of the late sixties 
being a particular disaster. 

It is also true that the working class 
in the south were largely unimpressed 
by the 'new departure' as well as the 
Republican Congress of the 30s. 

But the lesson to be learnt from 
these failures is that it is easier to 
mobilise the Irish working class 
around national-democratic slogans, 
rather than socialistic or narrow econ-
omistic ones. 

The main division in republican-
ism is not between social-republican-
ism and narrow nationalism, as 
Patterson argues, but between politics 
in general and militarism. Social-
republicanism only forms part of the 
first category. The fact that republi-
cans in the past have approached class 
issues in a muddled way does not 
prove anything. 

Concentrating on superficial 
left/right divisions like this and trying 
to find contradictions which don't 
really exist leads Patterson into a 
muddle when examining the peace 
process. 

He sees the 'pan-nationalist' strate-
gy of Sinn F6in as a retreat from the 
explicit left-wing rhetoric it used in 
the mid 1970s. But the current strate-
gy is a mature left-wing one, and is in 
line with Marxist theories about the 
democratic struggle. 

However, this book is by no means 
an anti-republican rant." But the 
attempt to make a theoretical case 
against republicanism spoils what is 
otherwise a reasonable and fair narra-
tive. Indeed, Patterson's commitment 
to impartiality mijtigates against his 
own theories. One, suspects that J f l i s 
now not so sure of them as when he 

wrote . fte o i fan^ book 
peace process started. 

Mapping out 
Irish history 
An Atlas of Irish History, 
Sean Duffy (ed.), 
Gill and Macmillan, 
£12.99 hbk, £9.99 pbk 
Although the maps and other illustra-
tions are excellent and highly infor-
mative, the text accompanying them is 
somewhat disappointing, providing 
little more than a brief summary of the 
periods covered by the illustrations. 
However, this is hardly surprising 
given that the hpok attempts, in jusf 
144 pages, to cover every key period 
from Ireland's pre-Celtic origins 
through to the Northern conflict and 
Ireland in the 1990s. 

Still, there's no doubt that this 
imaginative effort will find plenty of 

going to break tfie bank. DG 

Recent developments in 
loyalist thinking 
Enda Finlay reviews UVF by Jim Cusack and Henry 

McDonald, Poolbeg, £9.99 pbk, and Seeking a Political 
Accommodation: The UVF, Negotiating History by Roy 

Garland, A Shankill Community Publication, £1.50 

One of the questions that is often 
asked regards the nature of loyalist 
paramilitaries: are they mere adjuncts 
of the British state in the north or are 
they politico-military organisation in 
their own right? It does of course suit 
some arguments to portray loyalist 
paramilitaries as the former: it is 
easier to explain them away and ignore 
the problem. 

The central theme running 
through these two publications is to 
warn against such a complacent, 
simplistic attitude and to look deeper 
into the UVF and the evolution it 
undergone since the 1970s. 

What I found disappointing with 
both publications was the lack of study 
and analysis on the rise of the UVF's 
political wing, the Progressive 
Unionist Party. They just seem to 
emerge in the period leading up to the 

loyalist ceasefire and obviously stem 
from ex-loyalist prisoners whose 
reflection in jail during the troubles 
forced them to realise that they also, 
were not going back to pre-1969 days. 
At some point the penny finally 
dropped they were being used by the 
unionist establishment which had 
never articulated working-class con-
cerns. 

It would have improved both stud-
ies to have examined where the PUP 
and to a lesser extent the UDP (Ulster 
Democratic Parly) align themselves 
politically and what sort of accommo-
dation they envisage with nationalists 
and republicans. Garland's pamphlet 
includes a very interesting interview 
with Gusty Spence whose comments 
illuminates the development of the 
UVF from the 1970s to the current 
ceasefire. 

A passion for 
sea and sands 

/ _ 

Ruairi O Domhnaill 
reviews Erskine Childers: 
Author of The Riddle of the 
Sands, by Jim Ring, 
John Murray, £12.99 pbk 
Perhaps an author with greater under-
standing of Irish history would have 
balanced his account differently. Jim 
Ring is not 'especially Irish', nor espe-
cially an historian. 

Ring sees Childers as a propagan-
dist, as demonstrated in The Riddle of 
the Sands - A Record of Secret Service 
Recently Achieved of which Childers 
claimed to be editor. This "celebration 
of a certain sort of Englishman and 
Englishness" deceived many includ-
ing the establishment. 

After a tragic childhood, and edu-
cation at Haileybury and Cambridge, 
Childers led the life of an English gen-
tleman. He was appointed a Clerk to 
the House of Commons, where his 
vacations lasted from August to 
February, allowing him ample time for 
his passion, sailing. 

Although unfit for the Civil 
Service, Childers served as a driver in 
a subsidiary of the gentlemen's regi-
ment the Honourable Artillery 
Company (HAC). He published an 
account of his service in the Boer War, 
before embarking on The Riddle of the 
Sands for which the establishment 
lionized him and invited him to the 
United States with the HAC. 

There he married Molly Osgood, 
whose obituarist claimed "...the real 
power behind the de Valera revolu-
tionary movement was Erskine 
Childers, and that the real power 
behind Erskine Childers was his 
wife." For most of their married life 
they were more concerned for 
Childers' political career and their 
comfortable life in London. When he 
became actively interested in Ireland, 
Childers had failed, in his bid to be 
elected to Parliament. ... 

Ring's account of the Asgard gun-
running is stimulating- how members 
of the Prcfles.t^nt, ps^epfl^ijcy raised 
£l,523-19s-3d in a gesture of "fair 
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play". To counterbalance the Ulster 
Volunteers' 30,000 rifles, they bought 
1,500 old Mausers with less than 17 
rounds of ammunition to each. 

Paradoxically, the Childers were 
"profoundly shocked" at news of the 
Easter Rising and that 'their' rifles 
may have played a part in it and Ring 
finds it "difficult to believe that either 
he [Childers] or Molly would or could 
have condoned" the IRA practice of 
taking arms from the RIC in 1919. 

In 1914 Childers had been commis-
sioned in the British navy air service, 
decorated for largely unsuccessful 
operations and promoted to lieutenant-
commander. The man who more than 
a decade earlier was regarded as unfit 
for the Civil Service finished the war 
as a major in the Air Force. 

Up to the age of 47 Childers lived 
just four years of his youth in an Irish 
"big house" \frith virtually no contact 
with the Gaeil. Based on this, a few 
brief visits to Ireland, plus "his five 
years in the House of Commons" [as 
Clerk!] by 1917 "his expertise in Irish 
affairs was well-known". As the calami-
ty of Treaty, civil war, and Childers' 
role begin to unfold, the author 
performs well, despite lapses such as 
dismissing the Crown Forces' arming 
of both Free Staters and republicans as 
though it were some minor error. 

Childers' tragedy, was that both 
Irish and British vilified him. Ring's 
account is interesting but his empha-
sis on his subject's life as an English 
gentleman, Crown servant, soldier, 
officer and empire loyalist may fail to 
^ejidear Qhilders to republican or loyal-
ist and certainly not to socialists. 

ATLAS o. 
I R I S H 
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'Novel' view of 
the nation 
Gerard Curran reviews 
The Novel and the Nation: 
studies in the new Irish 
fiction by Gerry Smyth, 
Pluto Press, £11.99 pbk 

This book should appeal to both acad-
emics and the intelligent reader. 

The material on Irish fiction since 
the 1980s is invaluable. Smyth goes 
through the themes in Roddy Doyle's 
novels starting with The Commitments, 
the first of his Barrytown trilogy. 
Questioned by Smyth about 'struc-
turalism' and 'post-colonial theory', 
Doyle avoids the academic cliches like 
a judo expert. 

However, his analyses of Doyle's 
novels illustrates one problem. Smyth 
exaggerates the theoretical motivation 
of writers. Mainly authors write about 
the world around them, unaware that 
they are "challenging the limits of 
Irish Identity". 

Other novels by writers based in 
the twenty six counties considered in 
detail inchiJe Mother Of Pearl by Mary 
Morrissey, The Maid's Tale by 
Kathleen Ferguson, The Butcher Boy 

by Patrick McCabe, The Journey Home 
by Dennot Bolger, and Another A/ice 
by Lia Mills. The novels by 'northern' 
writers are the least known in Britain 
and deserve more publicity. They 
show characters grappling with prob-
lems of violence, sectarianism and 
group loyalties. 

Hidden Symphonies by Deirdre 
Madden is described as a bleak, unre-
lenting vision of life in Northern 
Ireland couched in the Catholic myth 
of redemption through suffering. 
Although Smyth describes it as deeply 
reactionary I cannot help remember-
ing that Balzac, while claiming to be a 
royalist, painted a realistic picture of 
French 19th Century capitalism. 
Other 'northern' writers discussed 
include Glenn Patterson (Burningyour 
Own, and Fat Lad), Robert Mac Liam 
Wilson (Ripley Bogle) and Mary 
Beckett (Give Them Stones). 

In the 'theoretical' section Smyth 
overlooks the fact that the 'dominance' 
of the pastoral myth suited sections of 
the moneyed classes very well. They 
had their capital invested in the 
British Empire and it suited them very 
well to see mass immigration, while 
they got richer. The development of 
democratic discussion and more open-
ness put pressure on these greedy peo-
ple as well as the Catholic Church. 

One of Mr. Smyth's more contro-
versial suggestion is that the coloniser 
takes possession of the 'realistic novel'. 
The writer's theories come from books 
and articles where there is no mention 
of a native bourgeoisie. If he had read 
the books of Brinsley MacNamara he 
would have encountered tales of the 
rich greedy farmers and their relatives. 
Instead he claims that only poetry and 
drama flourished at the beginning of 
the 20th Century. 

Smyth also implies that a surreal 
style should be adopted by the anti-
imperialist writer. This would make 
Finnegan's Wake a most revolutionary 
work. The trouble with this theory is 
that Smyth gives no examples. Despite 
some faults, The Novel and the Nation is 
an enormously stimulating book and 
any blemishes the writer has are miti-
g.ited by the service he has done Irish 
writers and their readers by tackling a 
subject shunned by so many. 

FRANK McCOURI 
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Tale of misery 
surmounted 
Gerard Curran reviews 
Angela's Ashes: a memoir of 
a childhood by Frank 
McCourt, Flamingo, 
£6.99 pbk 
This book got three prizes: the 1997 
Pulitzer prize, The National Book 
Award and the Los Angeles Times 
Award. A number of critics have 
called the author a great storyteller 

and he has a rare genius for comedy. 
But most of time he does not wander 
far from the actual experience. When 
he does it is pretty obvious to the Irish 
reader. It is not so much a story of mis-
ery as of misery surmounted. 

Due to the death of Frankie's baby 
brother his mother and father came 
back to Ireland from New York and 
settle in Limerick with the help of 
Frankie's grandmother. Here they 
live in terrible poverty; the TB 
epidemic is raging, and every other 
major disease is hovering near. 
Frankie the hero gets Typhoid and 
goes to hospital. There he experiences 
sheets and the complete absence of 
vermin for the first time in his life. 

At home one toilet is used by the 
whole lane. When it rains their down-
stairs room is flooded. The worst suf-
fering falls on his mother; his father's 
addiction to drink is the cause of 
much of their poverty. 

Because it is a child's story there is 
no malice, although there is sharp 
social comment on the comfort 
enjoyed by well-off people, including 
the priests and nuns. 

Having, myself, gone to school in 
the thirties, in Dublin, I can vouch for 
the truth of the school scenes and also 
those ir the confession box. The sec-
tarianism of Catholics towards 
Protestants seems to me exaggerated at 
times. But it has to be remembered the 
author is trying to remember back 
over a span of 50 years. 

A Wilde for this season 
Martin Moriarty reviews Wilde (Brian Gilbert 1997 GB). 
On general release. 

In his last essay, The Soul of Man Under 
Socialism, which first appeared in 
1891, Wilde argued that human devel-
opment was predicated on the contin-
ual re-making of reality from visions 
and dreams of a better life. "A map of 
the world that does not include Utopia 
is not even worth glancing at," he 
argued, "for it leaves out the one coun-
try at which Humanity is always land-
ing." It was a never-ending process, he 
suggested: "When Humanity lands 
there, it looks out, and, seeing a better 
country, sets sail. Progress is the reali-
sation of Utopias." 

Watching the latest cinematic ver-
sion of his life, it's hard not to think of 
that maxim (which got him into so 
much trouble with the Marxist and 

Fabian left at the time) with regard to 
the progress of sexual tolerance in this 
century. It might even be said that gay 
liberation is marked by the realisation 
of different successive Wildes. Almost 
40 years ago, Robert Morley was 
allowed just the occasional meaningful 
look to signify Wilde's sexuality and 
Peter Finch seemed to be no more 
than a devoted father. Today, Stephen 
Fry can engage in more or less frank 
sexual congress on camera with a suc-
cession of boyfriends. That 's a good 
thing, even if it appeared to disturb 
one or two older members of the audi-
ence at the screening I attended. 

Fry is of course terribly good in the 
role he himself says he was probably 
born for. He tosses off a succession of 
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aphorisms as if he has just made them 
up (no mean feat when they're as 
famous as his speech at the premiere of 
The Importance of Being Earnest), and 
delicately displays Wilde's transfor-
mation from terror at his own sexuali-
ty to an embrace of its vital potential 
for him. As his lover and Nemesis 
Lord Alfred Douglas, Jude Law suc-
cessfiily combines sexual irresistibility 
with what Wilde called in De Profundis 
Bosie's "epileptic fury". And Jennifer 
Ehle's Constance is an object lesson in 
how to make vulnerable on-screen 
women into something more than the 
two-dimensional victims of standard 
Hollywood fare. 

However, in brilliantly narrating 
his rise to fame and destruction at the 
height of his creative powers, Julian 
Mitchell's admirable screenplay nec-
essarily sacrifices some important 
aspects of the man - his predatory sex-
ual appetites, for instance, just as 
much as his own unique take on 
socialist values. At a time when the 
nature of the collusion between the 
public and the media in the construc-
tion of news values is once more under 
scrutiny, it's a shame there could be 
found no space for Wilde's extraordi-
narily contemporary views on the mat-
ter: T h e public have an insatiable 
curiosity to know everything except 
what is worth knowing," he wrote, 
again in The Soul of Man under 
Socialism. "Journalism, conscious of 
this, and having tradesman-like 
habits, supplies their demands." But 
that would require a different film, 
one which will undoubtedly emerge in 
the progress towards the next Utopia. 
For the moment, this is a fine Wilde 
for the late 20th century. 
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Irish voices 
/ _ 

Ruairi O Domhnaill 
reviews Buaitediri Chorn 
Ui Riada: Ceiliuradh 
Ceathru Ceid: 1972-1997, 
Raidio na Gaeltachta 
(2 CDs: total playing 
time 91.36 minutes), 
RTE CD207 
Music for the discerning listener: this 
is a compilation of songs for solo voice 
performed by winners of the O Riada 
Cup. It also celebrates a quarter of a 
century of Raidio na Gaeltachta. 

Unaccompanied solo voice can be 
an acquired taste and tracks here 
endure for up to nine-and-a-half min-
utes. The voices are brilliant; on one 
track, audience support can be heard, 
though not to any detriment. 

My strategy was to build apprecia-
tion by identifying familiar parts. My 
key was a poem which I have recited 
(to myself) for 40 years as Ar an luing 
seo, Paidi Loingse. The correct title 
Contae Mhuaigh Eo or Conndae 
Mhuigheo. 

It is noteworthy that in 25 years, An 
Ghaillimh has won Corn Ui Riada on 
no fewer than 20 occasions: the great 
Tir Chonaill (Not Dun na nGalll) 

thrice and An Rinn, Port Ldirge, twice. 
The performance quality demon-
strates that it is not another instance 
like Galway's many free 
rides to the All-Ireland semi-finals! 
When will Sean-Trafford Chois Laoi 
have its day? 

Although for many, appreciation of 
these songs may require some effort, 
their authenticity and quality are 
unique and an infinity from that joke 
in poor taste, the 'Country and 
Western' school of Irish music. 

Those with a slightly less esoteric bent 
towards the Irish vocal tradition you 
could do a lot worse than treat them-
selves this Christmas - or better still 
get someone else to treat you - to a 
copy of Irish Voices: The Best in 
Traditional Singing (Topic Records 
TSCD702). 

This excellent collection brings 
together seventeen stunning perfor-
mances, some recent, others from the 
Topic archives, and features a range of 
traditional vocal styles, including 
Sean-Nos. 

Among the artists featured are Joe 
Heaney (Bean An Leanna), Paddy 
Tunney (The Rollicking Boys of 
Tandaragee), Tom Lenihan (The Lake 
of Coolfin), Frank Harte (The Traveller 
all Over the World), Patrick Street fea-
turing Andy Irvine (The Humours of 
the King of Ballyhooley), Ron Kavana 
(Blackwaterside), Four Men And A 
Dog (High on a Mountain) and Willie 
Clancy (The Song of the Riddles). Then 
again there's not a bad track. DG 

SEAN 
O'CASEY 

s u e I t I V 

0'Casey society 
launched 
A society to honour the life of one of 
Ireland's greatest writers, Sean 
O'Casey, was launched in Dublin in 
August at a special exhibition featur-
ing the life and work of the Dublin 
playwright. 

The society's patrons include: 
O'Casey's daughter, theatre director 
Shivaun O'Casey; O'Casey scholar, 
professor Robert G. Lowry; play-
wright, Harold Pinter; actress 
Maureen Toal; and film director, Jim 
Sheridan. 

Speaking at the opening of the 
exhibition, John, Jack, Sean: the Life 
and Times of Sean O'Casey, Dublin 
Lord Mayor, John Stafford paid trib-
ute to the playwright's contribution to 
Irish literature: "Many authors and 
playwrights who came after him have 
faded into obscurity, but it is a mark of 
his genius that his plays are still per-
formed today, not only in this home 
town, but throughout the world." 

Further details are available from: Sean 
O'Casey Society, c/o Bank of Ireland, 85 
Upper Dorset Street, Dublin 1. 
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Irish songs 

Arthur McBride 
Arthur McBride is an anti-recruiting song from Donegal. 
This version was collected by P. W. Joyce in his nattve 
Limerick, in the early 19th century and printed by him in 
his collection. 

I had a first cousin called Arthur McBride, 
He and I took a stroll down the seaside, 
A seeking good fortune and what might betide, 
Twas just as the day was a dawning. 
Then after resting we both took a tramp, 
We met seargant Harper and corporal Cramp, 
Besides the wee drumer who beat up for camp, 
With the rowdy dow dow in the morning. 

He says, 'My young fellows, if you enlist, 
A guinea you quickly shall have in your fist, 
Besides a Crown for to pick up the dust, 
And drink the King's health in the morning. 
Had we been such fools as to take the advance, 
The wee bitter morning we had run to chance, 
For you'd think it no scruple to send us to France, 
Where we would be killed in the morning. 

He says 'My young fellows, if I hear but one word, 
I will instantly out with my sword, 
And into your bodies as strength will afford, 
So now, my gay devils take warning. 
But Arthur and I, we took in the odds, 
We gave them no chance to lunge out their swords, 
Our whacking shillelaghs came over their heads, 
And paid them right smart in the morning. 

As for the wee drummer, we rifled his pouch, 
And we made a footballl of his rowdy dow dow, 
And into the ocean to rock and to row, 
And bade him a tedious returning. 
As for the old rapier that hung by his side, 
We flung it as far as we could in the tide, 
'To the devil 1 bid you' says Arthur McBride, 
'To temper your steel in the morning.' 

(Traditional) 

Johnny I hardly knew ye 
We print this great Irish anti war song to remind us of all 
those who were killed and crippled in the six counties, and 
to remind us British companies supply weapons of war 
and torture in Algeria, Burma, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia 
and other countries often subsidied out of public taxes. 

While going the road to sweet A-thy, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
While going the road to sweet A-thy, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
While going the road to sweet A-thy, 
A stick in my hand and a tear in my eye, 
A-dole-full damsel I heard cry, 
Johnny I hardly knew ye! 

Chorus 

With your drums and guns and guns and drums, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
With your drums and guns and guns and drums, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
With your drums and guns and guns and drums, 
The enemy nearly slew ye, 
My darling dear, you look so queer, 
Och, Johnny I hardly knew ye! 

Where are your eyes that look so mild, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
Where are your eyes that look so mild, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
Where are your eyes that look sq mild, 
When my poor heart you first beguiled, 
Why did you run from me and the child, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

Where are the legs with which you run, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
Where are the legs with which you run, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
Where are the legs with which you run 
When you went to carry a gun? 
Indeed your dancing days are done, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

It grieved my heart to see you sail, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
It grieved my heart to see you sail, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
It grieved my heart to see you sail, 

Though from my heart you took leg bail, 
Like a cod you're doubled up head and tail, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

You haven't an arm you haven't a leg, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
You haven't an arm you haven't a leg, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
You haven't an arm you haven't a leg, 
You 're an eyeless, noseless, chickenless egg, 
You'll have to be put in a bowl to beg, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

I'm happy to see you home, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
I'm happy to see you home, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
I'm happy to see you home, 
All from the Island of Sulloon, 
So low in flesh, so high in bone, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

But sad as it is to see you so, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
But sad as it is to see you so, 
A-roo, Ha-roo, 
But sad as it is to see you so, 
And I think of you now as an object of woe 
Your Peggy'll still keep ye on as her beau, 
Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 

Follow me up to Carlow 
"They don't make them like this any more" was Christy 
Moore's comment on this song in The Christy Moore 
Songboi.k, where you'll also find the music. 

Lift Cahir Mac Og your face, 
Brooding o'er the old disgrace 
That black Fitzwilliam stormed your place, 
Drove you in the fern. 

Grey said victory was sure, 
Soon the firebrand he'd secure, , , 
Until he met at Glenmalure 
With Fiach MacHugh O'Byrne 

Chorus 

Curse and Swear, Lord Kildare, 
Fiach will do what Fiach will dare. 
Now, Fitzwilliam, have a care, 
Fallen is your star low, 
Up with halberd, out with sword, 
On we'll go for, by the Lord, 
Fiach McHugh has given the word; 
Follow me up to Carlow. 

See the swords at Glen Imaal 
They flash all over the English pale 
See all the childrren of the Gael 
Beneath O'Byrne's banners. 

Rooster of a fighting stock 
Would you let a Saxon cock 
Crow upon an Irish rock? 
Fly up and teach him manners. 

From Tassagart to Clonmore 
Thee a flows a stream of Saxon gore. 
Well great is Rory Og O'More 
At sending the loons to Hades. 

White is sick, Grey is fled; 
Now for black Fitzwilham's head 
We'll send it over dripping red 
To queen Liza and her ladies. 

Allaire, my girl. 
John Keegan Casey (1846-1870) ivrote The Rising of 
The Moon in his teens and was later jailed for his nation 
alist activities. His early death was attributed to the harsh 
treatment he received in prison. His verse, while often 
strong and vigorous, was seldom bitter. He was released on 
rov1:;;on he left the country. Instead he disguised himself 
ui u Quaker called Hamilton and continued to operate 
from a lodging house in the shadow of Dublin Castle. 
Time, however had run out on him, and he was dead 
within six months. He wrote Maire, My Girl for Mary 
Briscoe of Castlerea, whom he married in 1867. 

Over the dim blue hills strays a wild river; 
Over the dim blue hills my heart ever. 
Dearer and brighter than jewels and pearls, 
Dwells she in beauty there, Maire my Girl, 
Dwells she in beauty there, Maire my girl. 

Down upon Claris heath shines the soft berry, 
On the brown harvest tree droops the red cherry. 
Sweeter the honey lips, softer the curl, 
Straying adown thy cheeks, Maire my girl. 

'Twas on an April eve that I first met her; 
Many an eve shall pass ere I forget her. 
Since my young heart has been wrapped in a whirl, 
Thinking and dreaming of Maire, my girl. 

She is too kind and fond ever to grieve me, 
She has too pure a heart e'er to deceive me. 
Were I Tirconnell's chief or Desmond's earl, 
Life would be dark, wanting Maire, my girl. 

Over the dim blue hills strays a wild river, 
Over the dim blue hills rests my heart ever. 
Fairer and dearer than jewels and pearl, 
Dwells she in beauty there, Maire my girl. 
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Peter Mulligan's Peepshow 

Playing the 
game? 
Freemasonry and Tlw Orange Order 
The Home Office Affairs Committee 
has recommended that judges, magis-
trates and others in the criminal jus-
tice system should be required to dis-
close membership of the Freemasons. 
The RUC and judicial membership of 
the Orange Order should also be 
disclosed to avoid a conflict of interest. 

Right turn - "Many innocent electors 
voted for the Labour Party in the 
belief that it would implement the 
policies of the moderate left, not 
embrace the programme of the centre 
right." (Roy Hattersley, former deputy 
leader of the Labour Party) 

Ireland united - "The IRA are at pre 
sent the main inheritors of something 
that has been happening for hundreds 
of years, and if they were to shut down 
tomorrow the issue would not go away. 
It may be within the power of Sinn 
Fein leaders to 'deliver' the IRA but it 
is not within the power of the IRA to 
deliver indefinite peace. I am not 
being willfully hypothetical here. I 
very much want the war to end. I just 
can't see it ending unless everyone, 
however tacitly, accepts that Ireland 
will be united in the foreseeable 
future." (Jeremy Hardy, The Guardian) 

Them and us - "But why should our 
government play this game? British 
policy has been endlessly contorted 
and warped in order to affect the inter-
nal balance of forces within the repub-
lican movement... now the key provi-
sion of our anti-terrorist statutes are lo 
be removed from the legal armoury. 
Far from 'constitutionalising' republi-
cans, these concessions have in fact 
whetted their monstrous appetites. 
(Daily Telegraph editorial.) 

Parity Of esteem - "A Catholic lawyer 
summarised: This place is over 40 per 
cent Catholic, which means it is over 
40 per cent nationalist, which means it 
is over 40 per cent Irish. I want to see 
the British government acknowledge 
that, and it would be nice if we could 
get acknowledging it too." 
(The Independent) 

Freedom's door - Under the 100-year 
rule the Home Office has released 
some new documents relating to the 
Irish 'subversives'. One British secret 
agent reported in 1905 that the Irish 
rebels were helping the Boers in South 
Africa and were in contact with 
Russian diplomats and Indian nation-
alists and "that the native in India is as 
anxious to throw off the yoke as the 
malcontent Irishman professes to be.. 
an Irish revolt would be aided by 
simultaneous Indian rising". 
(The Guardian) 

Unsettling for The Times - "The speed 
with which Gerry Adams - has again 
moved from outright pariah to inter-
national peacemaker is unsettling, if 
not offensive... The Ulster Unionists 
should remain at the table but act with 
caution. Good taste as well as due tac-
tics imply that they should at first 
avoid direct contact with Mr Adams. 
(Times editorial). 

Last Word 
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t t In these days of doubt, despair, 
and resurgent hope we fling our ban-
ner to the breeze, the flag of our 
fathers, the symbol of our national 
redemption, the sunburst shining over 
and Ireland re-born. 99 
James Connolly, Workers'Republic, 
April 8,1916. 
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Anonn Is Anall: The Peter Berresford Ellis Column 

A Great Hatred, and an outrageous propaganda 
Peter Berresford Ellis argues that the recent Channel 4 documentary^ Great Hatred was little more than a crude piece of propaganda which 
did a serious disservice to anti-fascist republicans and those families who suffered as a result of the anti-Jewish pogrom in Limerick in 1904. 

iRish temocBAc 

Ireland's proto-fascist Blueshirt movement was notably absent from Sebag-Monteflore's analysis 

Most experts agree that for propaganda to 
be really effective it has to be subtle. On 
Channel 4, on October 15,1 sat down to 
watch a documentary called A Great 
Hatred, written and presented by Simon 
Sebag-Montefiore. It was outrageous 

propaganda and it was not subtle at all. Hardly ever 
did Sebag-Montefiore allow truth to stand in the 
way of the story he wanted to put over. Lies, innu-
endo and, at best, half-truths, were the aids to the 
venom and prejudice with which he attempted to 
spin his spurious tale. 

Even the Daily Mail, a newspaper not known for 
a progressive stance on Ireland, seemed rather 
bemused when reviewing this documentary of hate. 
It concluded that 'as an exercise in vengeance... his 
documentary could hardly be bettered'. Obviously, 
his title/! Great Hatred reflected Sebag-Montefiore's 
own emotional stale and not those he was attempt-
ing to portray. Sebag-Montefiore started with an 
incident which occurred in Limerick in 1904 where 
30 Jewish families had settled at this time and were 
prospering in business, which upset certain mem-
bers of the non-Jewish business community. 

Enter a local Redemptorist priest, Father Craig, 
whose sermons became anti-semitic ravings. This 
rabble-rousing priest caused the Jewish community 
to be chased out of Limerick. Among them was 
Sebag-Montefiore's grandfather. It was an appalling 
incident. But Sebag-Montefiore was not so much 
interested in the suffering of this community as he 
was in his crass attempt to show that anti-Semitism 
was an Irish republican phenomenon and that anti-
Semitism has pervaded Sinn Fein through the 
years. Indeed, his claim is that all Irish republican-
ism is an 'Irish Catholic isolationist' philosophy and 
exclusive of all other faiths and creeds. 

Some eighty IRA men joined 
the 15th International 
Brigade as the Connolly 
Column in 1936. Many 

gave their lives fighting 
against Fascism 

To this end, Sebag-Montefiore spent a third of 
his programme parading around Belfast with David 
Ervine of the Progressive Unionist Party, which rep-
resents loyalist paramilitaries, talking about those 
'wicked, prejudiced Catholic republicans', as well as 
making unsubstantiated claims against Gerry 
Adams and Martin McGuinness and the current 
Sinn Fein leadership. 

Sebag-Montefiore set the tone for his grotesque 
ideas by consistently mistranslating Sinn Fein as 
meaning 'Ourselves Alone' to demonstrate it meant 
an exclusive Irish Catholic ideology. Even school-
children in Ireland know that the name means sim-
ply "Ourselves'. The name was chosen to express the 
policy of economic self-reliance as argued by its 
founder Arthur Griffith. But what had Sinn Fein to 
do with the expulsion of 30 families of Jewish busi-
nessmen from Limerick in 1904? Sinn Fein had not 
been founded at that time; its first convention was 
held in November 1905. And it wasn't even a repub-
lican party then. That was an incidental for Sebag-
Montefiore. He had found an anti-Semitic quote 
from Arthur Griffith and wanted to include it. After 
all, Griffith founded Sinn Fein, didn't he? So Sinn 
Fein must have been anti-Semitic then and must 
continue to be so now! 

Frank Ryan, one of 
the Irish anti-
fascist republicans 
maligned In Sebag-
Montefiore's 
documentary. He is 
pictured here in 
the uniform of an 
officer of the 
Spanish Republic 

Glossed over was the fact that Griffith was never 
a republican. Ignored was the fact that Sinn Fein 
was not a republican party but set up by Griffith as 
a dual-monarchist pacifist party, with Griffith still 
believing in the British Empire but wanting a slice 
of the action, and that Sinn Fein remained so until 
the 1917 convention changed its constitution. It was 
quite in keeping with Griffith's politics to reject the 
republican idea in 1921 and become head of the 
Free State fighting against republicans in a bloody 
civil war. Sebag-Montefiore wanted, however, to 
paint Griffith as the archetypal republican, the spir-
itual father of Adams and McGuinness. And truth 
must not stand in the way of good propaganda. 

So we are told republicanism 'from the start' was 
anti-Semitic. What an insult to all those Irish Jews 
who fought, in various ways, for the independence 
of their county in the republican movement even 
down until modern times. There was no mention of 
these. I was waiting for at least some half-hearted 
attack on the great Robert Briscoe (1894-1969). Son 
of Lithuanian Jewish immigrants to Ireland, of a 
strict orthodox Jewish background. He had been in 
the USA in 1916 but returned home soon afterwards 
and joined the IRA. He was Michael Collins' arms 
procurement officer sent on missions to Germany 
and the USA to get arms for the republicans. He 
took the republican side in the Civil War and 
remained with Sinn Fein until 1926. 

Afterwards he was one of the founders of Fianna 
Fail and was elected a TD serving for Dublin City 
South from 1927-1965. He was twice Lord Mayor of 
Dublin. He actually saw no conflict in being an 
Irish republican and a Zionist and led delegations 
seeking support for a Jewish homeland in the 1930s, 
passing on his Irish guerrilla experiences to the 
Haganah in what was then Palestine. 

There is an irony, which Sebag-Montefiore 
might miss the subtlety of; that is - a television doc-
umentary of Briscoe's life (The Fabulous Irishman) 
was banned by Britain when it was made because he 
was an Irish republican. I have chosen to mention 
the most famous Irish Jew but there were many oth-
ers. The 4,000-strong Jewish community in Ireland 
has contributed to the Irish republic out of all pro-
portion to its size. 

The Herzog family who originally settled in 
Belfast, led by Dr Isaac Herzog, moved the family to 
Dublin where Isaac's son, Chaim Herzog, destined 
to be an Irish-speaking president of Israel, was 
raised and educated. The Herzog family ran safe 
houses for Sinn Fein leaders; leaders such as de 
Valera and Collins. The He: were active within 
republican circles in the 193(K when they were 
warning the world of the Nazi plans for the Jews, as 
early as 1933 when England was in the full flood of 
appeasement and was ignoring what was going on; 
when the British Union of Frocks was attacking 
Jews in London's East End. There were riots in 
Dublin when Oswald Mosley tried to address a 
meeting there of the quasi-fascist Blueshirt move-
ment, the movement which was vehemently anti-
republican. Republican leaders set up the Labour 
League Against Fascism and through the 1930s the 
clashes between the IRA and fascist Blueshirts are 
well documented. A leading republican, Aodh de 

Blacam, in the Irish Press of July 24,1935, warned of 
thfe dangers of not standing up to Hitler and his 
Nazis. 

Frank Ryan, who was denigrated in the docu-
mentary, and leaders of the Republican Congress, 
organised IRA volunteers in support of the Spanish 
republican government during the Spanish Civil 
War (1936-1939). Some 80 IRA men joined the 15th 
International Brigade as the Connolly Column in 
1936. Many gave their lives fighting against 
Fascism. Among those of Ryan's Connolly Column 
who were killed was another great Irish Jewish 
republican, David Levy of Dublin. Ryan himself 
was wounded and captured. Imprisoned by the 
Francoists and sentenced to 30 years, Ryan was 
extradited by the Abwehr to Germany where, in 
spite of his socialism and anti-Fascist activities, the 
Germans hoped to persuade him to influence Irish 
republicans to support them. 

Ryan died in 1944 in Germany from the ill-
health caused by his wounds and suffering * 
while in prison. None of this was men- M 
tioned by Sebag-Montefiore who sim- • 
ply presented Ryan as a leading Irish 
republican working with the Nazis. 
He was certainly no political friend of 
Sean Russell who had opposed the 
leftwing IRA led by Peadar , 
O'Donnell and Frank Ryan. His right 
-wing policies did lead him into 
attempting to seek German aid in 1939 
and in this he was strongly opposed by ^ ^ H i 
Maurice Twoomey, Sean MacBride and 
other leading republicans of the time all of ^ H 
whom were splashed by Sebag-Montefiore's 
brush as anti-Semitic and pro-Nazi. 

Russell died in 1940, anyway. A reading of Enno 
Stephan's book Geheimauftrag Irland (Hamburg, 
1961), translated as Spies in Ireland, or Cronin's biog-
raphy of Frank Ryan would have put paid to most of 
Sebag-Montefiore's myopic raving about Ireland 
during 1939-45. But, then, truth was no obstacle to 
him in putting over his prejudice. He did managed 
to find the elderly Budge Mulcahy of Sligo, who had 
married a German exchange student, Helmut 
Clissman, in Dublin in the early 1930s. Clissman 
was called up during the war and served in the 
Abwehr under the anti-Nazi Admiral Canans. The 
Clissmans are very elderiy and living in Dublin. 
Helmut Clissman was not even capable of talking on 
camera. The interview was clearly designed to show 
'unrepentant republicans working with Nazis'. 

This programme seemed 
nothing more than a 

blatant attempt 
to destroy the current 

peace talks by stirring up 
unfounded hatreds 

Then came an interview with 95-year-old 
prolific author, novelist, playwright and poet Henry 
Francis Montgomery Stuart. He was simply intro-
duced as an Irish republican who broadcast propa-
ganda for the Nazis during the war. As part of 
Sebag-Montefiore's claim of Irish Catholic exclu-
siveness, it was not mentioned that Stuart was an 
Ulster Protestant, educated at Rugby. Hailed by 
Yeats as one of the great names of Irish literature, 
1939 had found him in Berlin where he worked in a 
strictly civilian capacity. His broadcasting was not 
on a par with William (Lord Haw-Haw) Joyce, to 
whom he was immediately and erroneously com-
pared in the programme, but is more likened to 
England's own egocentric author PG Wodehouse. 
Stuart was a cantankerous, self-indulgent, egocen-
tric who took polemic views out of sheer perversity. 
He was certainly not an 'Irish republican leader'. 

If I had the space, I could go on and on attempt-
ing to correct the half-truths, distortions, and his-
torical lies. This was no attempt to discover what 
happened in Limerick in 1904. Nor was it even an 
act of vengeance for an ancestor being driven out of 
Limerick. In fact, it was a gross insult to those 
Jewish families who were driven out of Limerick 
because this incident should have been carefully 
investigated and documented. 

The fact that one family, let alone 30 families, 
could be driven from their homes by a racist mob, 
should be a cause for shame. Moreover, an attempt 
should be made to understand exactly how it hap-
pened. But this programme seemed nothing more 
than a blatant attempt to destroy the current peace 
talks by stirring up unfounded hatreds. 

What stuck in my craw was Sebag-Montefiore 
blandly assuring viewers that the last pogrom in the 
British Isles occurred in Limerick in 1904. I can 
recall other pogroms, but pogroms conducted by 
Sebag-Montefiore's newfound friends in Ulster and 
more recently than 1904.1 recall that 1,820 Catholic 
families had to flee their homes in Belfast between 
July and September 1969 alone. Refugee camps had 
to be set up south of the border to accommodate 

Sebag-Montefiore wanted 
to paint Griffith 

as the archetypal 
republican, the 
spiritual father of 

i Adams and 
McGuinness. 

P f And truth must 
not stand in the way 

of good propaganda. 

some 8,000 families, burnt out of their homes. 
It was, at that time, the biggest displacement of a 
population in Europe since World War II. 

There would be other pogroms against Catholics 
in 1970 and 1971. Indeed, the 20th Century has been 
full of pogroms in Northern Ireland. In August, 
1920, the entire Catholic populations of Lisburn 
and Banbridge were driven out in a single night. 
The forefathers of Sebag-Montefiore's newfound 
friends, Orange murder gangs, were moving section 
by section, night by night, through Belfast. Hugh 
Martin of the Daily News reported how on a single 
night in August 1920 he saw 2,000 Catholic men, 
women and children, driven from Ballymacarrett 
Road, their houses burnt by the Orange gangs. 

But Sebag-Montefiore has no more interest in 
truth and morality than those revisionists who 
would now have the world believe that the Nazi 
Holocaust is a figment of Allied propaganda. It 
would be fascinating to learn his real motivations in 
presenting this diatribe. Maybe I am cynical. 
Perhaps the motivation was to achieve what it has 
succeeded in doing - getting everyone talking about 
Sebag-Montefiore. Maybe he believes in Mae West's 
philosophy - 'it is better to be looked over than 
overlooked'. I have looked him over and feel that 
this right-wing propagandist should be overlooked. 
He has nothing to offer but prejudice and lies. 


