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Bobbie Heatley 
IT IS a fact that for the past five years, 
with one short interlude, the IRA's guns 
have been silent against state forces and 
that its UK-bombing campaign has been 
s imilar ly ended. M o Mowlam was , 
therefore, correct to conclude recently 
that, in the wake of the peace process, the 
cur ren t situation is an immense 
improvement on the previous 30 years. 

It is worth recalling that we owe the 
peace process to the Hume /Adams 
initiative and its promotion by the then 
Irish Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds. While 
the British Secretary of State did not 
express it explicitly, she nevertheless 
reminded her critics that they ought to be 
profoundly grateful for this progress. 

She was also, implicitly, castigating 
Trimble 's Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 
for its attitude to something -
paramilitary 'policing' - which has been 
going on for decades and about which it 
has said little, especially when it was 
targeted against Catholics, and about 
which it is doing even less. 

Th is is a festering problem but one 
which is only likely to be resolved by a 
successful outcome to the peace process 
which means, in present circumstances, 
the implementation of the Good Friday 
deal. This is precisely what Mowlam 
was striving to protect. 

It speaks volumes about the UUP's 
motives when it rejected her conclusion 
that, even though it was imperfect, the 
IRA's ceasefire still held. This was not 
what that the UUP wished to hear. 

Even though their action has the 
potential to scupper the whole peace 
process , they decided to drag M o 
M o w l a m through the courts, but baulked 
at doing this themselves, shamelessly 
hitching a ride on the grief of a young 
woman whose parents had been killed at 
the height of the violence. 

Negative reactions from the unionists 
are typical of their stalling strategy, 
a l though this t ime the stakes were 
higher: Sinn Fein's exclusion would 
finally shred the agreement. 

W h y is the U U P so unconcerned at 
the prospect of a debacle, especially I 

when the Good Friday deal gives them 
so much and while its democratising 
aspects will go ahead anyhow, even in 
their absence? 

James 'Lord ' Molyneaux, Tr imble ' s 
predecessor as party leader, blurted out 
wha t probably lies at the hear t of 
Trimbleite strategy - an aversion to 
change per se. 

This would explain the 18-month 
failure to comply with the terms of the 
agreement to which the U U P put its 
name. The stark reality is that Tr imble ' s 
party is out of step with everyone with 
the exception of the 'NO' c a m p of 
rejectionist unionism. 

Molyneaux, w h o recently told a 
meet ing of UUP. Young Unionists that 
the agreement would mean the "death 
knell for unionism in Northern Ireland", 

— — 
is especially aggrieved at the Patten 
Report, which proposes changing the 
status of the RUC from the paramilitary 
wing o f middle-class unionism to a 
'neu t ra l ' civic service for all the 
popula t ion . For Molyneaux , such 
changes equate to the 'end of 
democracy ' . 

Tr imble ' s reaction to excoriate the 
report as the 'shabbiest piece of work he 
had ever seen ' was no different. 

Whi le a few timid voices within the 
U U P have disassociated themselves 
from Molyneaux 's stance, actions speak 
louder than words - U U P 'moderate' 
Dermot Nesbitt refused to shake hands 
with a political oppoftent on TV recently. 

George Mitchell, intends tp wind-up 
his review o f the non-implementation of 
the deal by the end of October. 

By then, the U U P will either have 
abandoned its ultra vires position of ' no 
guns , no government ' and will have 
agreed to set up the executive or will be 
seen to be developing an 'exit strategy' 
designed to exculpate it from blame for 
crashing the whole process. 

If they choose the first option it will 
be because the British government 
deser ted it a f t e r the fai lure at 
Hillsborough to browbeat Sinn Fdin as a 
means of getting the IRA to disarm in 
wha t it considered to be premature 
condi t ions outs ide the terms of the 
agreement. 

Another factor to have caused a rift 
between Downing Street and the Ulster 
Unionist Party was the lalter's bizarre 
rejectionist response to the Way Forward 
fdrmula , which IJlair sweated blood to 

The new Bloody 
Sunday inquiry held a 
week of public 
hearings at the end of 
September amid 
growing criticism from 
unionist politicians 
and their supporters 
in the British military, 
political and media 
establishments. 
The hearings 
coincided with an 
appeal by the retired 
bishop of Derry, Or 
Edward Daly, for 
Protestants and 
unionists to back the 
inquiry. 

Or Daly, a parish 
priest at the time, is 
prominently featured 
on Derry's Bloody 
Sunday mural, 
pictured here along 
with Sinn Ftin's 
Martin McGuinness 
and Kay Duddy, sister 
of Jackie Duddy, one 
of those killed, (see 
Blood Sunday story 
on p3) 

Pic: Sass Tuffin 

get on their behalf. 
Yet, contrary to the opinion of some 

commentators, Trimble's position is not 
as weak as he pretends and he has scope 
to accede to the first option and to repair 
his relationship with New Labour. 

He has Ulster Unionis t Council 
support, that of his party 's executive, 
considerable constituency backing and a 
majority of his Assembly members have 
stood with him. 

If they desert and force upon him the 
exit strategy, then the U U P is lost in any 
case. The transparency won ' t work and 
the cautionary words of Dermot Nesbitt 
will be ringing in Tr imble ' s ears 
" . . .unionism (will) be marginalised if it i , 

turns its back on the accord at this stage". • • • , -. ! i 
Further marginalised, he ought to have 
said. 
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Make or break 
OBSERVING THE latest twists and turns of the Irish peace process 
- somewhat euphemistically known as a 'review' under the terms 
of the Good Friday agreement - it remains impossible to predict 
whether former US senator George Mitchell's deliberations will 
enable the deal to be given a new lease of life, or whether it is 
heading for the terminal-illness ward. 

Alternate bouts of optimism and pessimism by the various 
parties and media pundits in Britain and Ireland cannot hide the fact 
that the process is entering a critical and, potentially, its most 
dangerous phase. 

Although the two governments have done their utmost to give 
the impression that there is no alternative to the Good Friday deal, 
in reality there is always a plan B. 

However, the possibility that this could be accompanied by a 
return to past levels of violence involving elements within 
republicanism, loyalism and, inevitably, the forces of the British 
state, continues to provide all pro-agreement parties with a strong 
incentive to keep the Good Friday deal afloat. 

Despite their mutual antagonisms, 'Darth' Paisley and the 'No' 
forces of rejectionist unionism appear perfectly comfortable, and 
not for the first time, are lining up on the 'dark side' with the malign 
forces of sectarian loyalism and the diehard militarists of dissident 
republicanism. 

For Ian Paisley, Peter Robinson, Jeffrey Donaldson and co. in the 
'No' camp, the most welcome outcome of the current impasse and 
continuing loyalist violence against nationalists and republican 
communities, appears to be a return to 'war'. 

It would be a cruel twist indeed if all the progress that has been 
made so far was to founder on the broken bricks and bodies of some 
new outrage similar to that of the Omagh bombing. 

Trimble's bizarre tactics 
HOWEVER, FACED with strong opposition from within his own 
party, especially among the Westminster MPs, Trimble is also not 
above giving the impression, albeit inadvertedly, that'war, war' is 
better than 'jaw, jaw'. 

Yet, even Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams appears willing to 
accept that Trimble's leadership of the UUP represents the best bet 
for the peace process. 

It is, therefore, particularly bizarre that Trimble's tactics for 
stalling the full implementation of the agreement - the foundation 
stone of a new political accommodation in the north of Ireland, 
based on equality and civil-rights for all - simply play into the 
hands of the 'No' camp and undermines the possibility of taking the 
gun out of Irish politics for good. 

Furthermore, it reduces the chances of unionists most treasured 
achievement of the Good Friday deal - the Northern Ireland 
Assembly - ever getting off the ground in any significant way. 

The stark reality is that, if the assembly executive and cross-
border bodies had been set up in July as was expected, the 
decommissioning process would have started, further confidence 
developed and the position of the 'No' camp further eroded. 

Instead Trimble has painted himself into a corner - a position 
which he spectacularly managed to reinforce by his outrageous, ill-
tempered and ill-considered outbursts over the publication of the 
Patten commission report on policing. 

Over the coming weeks we must all hope that George Mitchell's 
undoubted diplomatic skills includes the necessary formula for 
assisting Trimble out of this particular hole and onwards to the full 
implementation of the Good Friday agreement. 
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News 

Ireland to join NATO-led PfP 
I R I S H NEUTRALITY 

Democrat reporter 

THE IRISH government is pressing 
ahead with plans to undermine Irish 
neutrality by pushing through the state's 
membership of the NATO-led 
Partnership for Peace (P fP ) military 
alliance by the end of October without a 
referendum. 

As the Irish Democrat went to press 
it looked increasingly likely that, despite 
growing s igns of opposition a m o n g 
back-bench F ianna Fi l l TDs , the 
government would win majority backing 
in the D£il after it became d e a r that Fine 
Gael was likely to support the Cabinet ' s 
agreement over terms of entry. 

The F ianna Fail-Progressive 
Democrat coalition is now certain to ride 
roughshod over the growing number of 

voices, both inside and outside of the 
Dill, for a referendum on the issue as 
promised by Taoiseach Bertie Ahem 
prior to the 1997 election. 

The Irish Labour Party's attempt to 
mount a par l iamentary chal lenge 
through the mechanism of a Private 
M e m b e r ' s Bill has been rendered 
superf luous as the vote on P f P 
membersh ip will take p l ace before 
Labour's bill is debated in the D6il: 

Minister silent en tapping 
BRITISH SECRETARY of State for 
Northern Ireland M o M o w l a m adopted 
her own version of maintaining 'radio 
silence' during a recent meet ing of the 
British-Irish inter-parliamentary body in 
Cambridge. 

Asked by Sinn F6in TD, Caoimhghfn 
0 Caoli in to confirm that the monitoring 
of all telephone, fax, email , telex and 
electronic data communications between 
Ireland and Britain had ceased , the 
Secretary of State responded by saying 

that the British government did "not 
comment on such matters" and that she 
was "not permitted to reply". 

Although the Ministry o f Defence 
monitoring cen t re at Capenhurs t , 
Cheshire, which operated throughout the 
1980s, is now defunct , concerns remain 
that the work carr ied out there ha s 
simply been transferred to another spy 
installation. 

The Minis te r ' s silence has d o n e 
nothing to alleviate these suspicions. 

Sounds of song 
and solidarity 
T H E T H I R D Raise Your Banners 
festival of political song is being be held 
in Sheffield f rom 12 to 19 November. 

Billed as "celebration of the power of 
music, song and other arts in struggle for 
liberation, equality, peace and justice, in 
defence of the environment, and for a 
better world ahead", the festival is the 
brainchild of the members of the 
Sheffield Socialist Choir. 

Artists booked to perform this year 
include the Tom Rpbjpson Band, Rory 
McLeod, Holly NeariTarika, Levi Tafari, 
Dave Swarbr ick , Sisters Unl imi ted , 
Alistair Hulet t , Sandra Kerr and 20 
socialist and radical choirs. 

Irish interest at the festival centres on 
one of Ireland's best known songwriters, 
Tommy Sands, author of There Were 
Roses, and Your Daughters and Your 

Sons, and whose Music of Healing w a s 
written with the legendary Pete Seeger. 

The event is being supported by the 
Sheffield and South Yorkshire branch of 
the Connolly Association and will have a 
stall at Hallam University Atrium on 
Saturday and S u n d a y 13 and 14 
November. 

• Full programme available from: Raise 
Your Banners P O Box 44, Sheffield S 4 
7RN, telephone 0 1 1 4 249 5185 

New calls for HamlU Inquiry 
THE D E C I S I O N of the Director of 
Public Prosecut ions ' (DPP) not to 
prosecute a number of RUC officers who 
failed to intervene during the attack on 
Robert H a m i l l in 1997, has led to 
renewed calls for an independent inquiry 
into the Portadownman's death 

Mr Hamil l was 25 when he was 
attacked in the centre of Portadown and 
died several days later as a result of his 
injuries. 

It is understood the DPP took the 
decision because he felt that there was 

"no reasonable prospect of conviction". 
Commenting on the DPP's decision, 

Mr Hamill 's sister Diane stressed that it 
was a disappointment, but not a surprise. 

She said: " S o m e members of the 
family had hoped that as the case went 
on they might give us some small bit of 
justice," she said. " W e now have no faith 
in the system at all." 
• Further information f rom the Robert 
Hamil l Campa ign , B M Hamil l 
Campaign, London W C 1 N 3XX; email: 
hamillcampaign@hotmail.com 
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Tories scupper 
agreement meeting 

CONSERVATIVE PARTY 

Democrat reporter 

TORY S U P P O R T for the G o o d Friday 
agreement w a s fur ther b rough t into 
question recent ly when an all-party 
fringe meet ing at the par ty ' s annual 
conference in Blackpool had to be 
cancelled fo l lowing pressure on the 
organisers to withdraw their invitation to 
Sinn F6in leader Gerry Adams. 

The meeting, a similar one was at the 
Labour Party conference , had been 
planned by the broad-based Friends of 
the Good Friday Agreement and the 
Conservat ive g rouping Parl iamentary 
Mainstream. 

Key representatives of the Friends of 
the Good Friday Agreement, including 
former Labour Party spokesperson on 
Northern Ireland, Kevin McNamara , and 
John McDonnel l MP, responded angrily 
to the Tory leadersh ip ' s a t t empt to 
undermine the development o f cross-
party support f o r the implementation of 
the Good Friday d e a l 

Kevin M c N a m a r a accused the Tory 
leadership o f neglecting its du ty to hear 
all sides of the d e b a t e a n d of f l a y i n g 
with the lives o f the next generation' ' . 

DOMUOM to the CMMlly 
Association and the Irish Democrat 

(including 60th anniversary appeal) 
30 July to 3 0 September 1999 

F. Jennings £10 ; I. Mulazzani £52, (in 
memory of S e a m u s McKeever) £25; 
B.&M. Flannery £100; J. Doyle £4.60; 
S. Gray £5 ; F. Slavin £4 .50 ; S. 
McGourty £24.50; U. McEoin £7; L. 
Thomson £3; B . Farrington £50; C. 
Cocker £10 ; T. McKenz ie £ 5 ; J. 
Monaghan £5; V. Deegan £5; K. & M. 
O'Brien £8; P. Ladkin £5; J .&N. Duggan 
£24; S. Mathews £10; P.&G. Horgan; R. 
McLaughlin £10 ; M . Donohoe £8 ; M. 
Caffell (in memory of Paddy Bond) £10; 
T. Hackett £10; D . Jay £2; W. Shillam 
£10; A. J. Kenny £15; A. Barlow £5 ; C. 
Cunningham £10 ; H. Bennett £10 ; K. 
Flannery £15 ; S . Yorks C o m m u n i s t 
Group £50; R. Doyle £15; P. Riley 
£1.70; S. Kenneally £5; M. Furlong £10; 

t K | ? n H y £12; Q Q . £50} a n t * 

Bankers orders (2 months) £294.68 
Total £924^8 
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New evidence vindicates 
Bloody Sunday relatives 
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BLOODY SUNDAY INQUIRY 

Democrat reporter 

A M I D A L L the painstaking inquiry 
preparations and legal wrangling over 
anonymity for British aimy soldiers on 
the day of the Bloody Sunday massacre, 
clear signs are beginning to emerge of a 
day when the hitherto official version of 
what took place in Deny on 30 January 
1972 will finally be consigned to the 
dustbin of history. 

The biggest bombshell to have holed 
the establishment version of events in 
recent weeks has been the revelation that 
independent scientific invest igators 
working on behalf of the Saville Inquiry 
have concluded that key ballistic and 
forensic ev idence presented to the 

Widgery tribunal was "worthless". 
The suggestion, in 1972, by Northern 

Ireland Off ice- forens ic scientist Dr 
Martin that minute presence of lead 
particles indicated that some of the 
victims had been in close contact with 
firearms or explosives was described Dr 
Lloyd, one of three forensic scientists 
commissioned by the new enquiry, as 
"deeply disturbing". 

N o account appears to have been 
taken during the original investigation of 
cross-contamination from army sources, 
or the possibility that lead particles could 
have come from a variety of innocent 
sources. 

Despite admitting that none of those 
killed or injured had "been shot whilst 
handling a firearm or bomb" Widgery 
suggested that some "had been firing 

weapons or handling bombs in the 
course of the afternoon". 

The new forensic investigations have 
vindicated the civil-rights campaigners 
and the families of those killed, w h o 
challenged Widgery's conclusions from 
the outset. 

Even more damaging are new 
ballistic reports indicating that some 
victims were shot f rom behind, and that 
some were killed by doc to red 
"dumdum" bullets, die use of which is a 
breach of the Geneva Convention. 

Widgery explicitly rejected 
eyewitness accounts of demonstrators 
being shot while on the ground while 
pleading for mercy, or while attempting 
to run away. 

The view of some nationalists and 
republicans that the massacre was part of 

a detailed British plan for combating the 
growing strength of the civil-rights 
movement and nationalist unrest in 
Derry and Belfast has also been 
reinforced by top-secret memos made 
available to the Saville Inquiry. 

One memo reveals that three days 
before Bloody Sunday senior British 
army officers were discussing a "final" 
measure - "the use of firearms" - "to 
restore law and order" . The m e m o 
acknowledges that such action would be 
"harsh" and lead to "the deaths of 
innocent members of the crowd". 

Others memos suggest the shooting 
of "selected ringleaders" and the 
disruption of essential services as ways 
of regaining British government control 
in the Bogside and Creggan districts of 
Derry. 

From the United Irishmen to 
support for Good Friday deal 

Terence 
MacSwIney 
memorial 
lecture H 

L O N D O N C O N N O L L Y Assoc ia t ion 
members were treated to a fascinating 
and entertaining talk evening on the life 
of United Ir ishman Nicholas Delaney 
given by the rebel's great-great grand 
daughter Patricia, pictured above left, 
and her daughter Frances. 

The mother-and-daughter wri t ing 
team were speaking at the Camden Irish 
Centre in September at the CA-organised 

launch of their new book A Rebel Hand: 
Nicholas Delaney of1798from Ireland to 
Australia (see review on page 9). 

T h e Connolly Associat ion a lso 
organised a successfu l meeting in 
support of the Good Friday agreement at 
this year 's TUC, held in Brighton in 
early September, above right. 

The meeting, which drew a crowd of 
around 50 union delegates, heard appeals 

for wider trade union support for the 
peace process from T&G Irish regional 
secretary, M i c k O'Reil ly along with 
contributions from London Labour M P 
John McDonnell and Martin Collins of 
the British/Irish Human Rights Centre. 
The meeting was chaired by CA member 
Annie Breen, a national execut ive 
member of the rail-transport union 
TSSA. 

T H E C O N N O L L Y Associat ion is 
organising this year 's annual Terence 
MacSwiney memorial lecture, which 
takes place between 1.30 and 5.30pm at 
Lambe th Town Hall , London, on 
Saturday 23 October. 

Speakers at the event include George 
O 'Mahoney of Cork Sinn Fein who will 

| talk on Terence MacSwiney. 
§ Louise Ryan of the University of 
8 Central Lancashire will speak on 'the 
3 drunken Tans ' , dea l ing with sexual 

violence in the War of Independence. 

Ian McKeane f r o m Liverpool 
University's Institute of Irish Studies, 
will discuss MacSwiney and the fight for 
Irish freedom. 

The meeting will be chaired by John 
Garton of Caitde na nGael. 
• Further details f rom: the Connolly 
Associat ion, 244 G r a y ' s Inn Road, 
London W C I X 8JR, telephone 0171 916 
6172 or 0171 833 3022 

must be 
If ever a word has been 
hijacked by politicians to 
mean what they want it to 
mean, it is the word 
'decommissioning', argues 
Moya St Leger 

THE OXFORD Concise Dictionary 
defines 'decommissioning' as 'closing 
down a nuclear reactor' and ' taking a 
ship out of service ' . The word is not even 
listed in the weightier Shorter Oxford 
English Dictionary. 

For the Engl ish-speaking wor ld 
'decommissioning ' has come to mean 
only one thing, the surrender of IRA 
weapons. It does not apply to licensed 
guns held by unionists. 

When in a recent BBC interview 
former Irish Taoiseach Albert Reynolds 
remarked that " the north is awash with 
)ve^poti^"(hpvvfas ppt simply ptferr in$ fo 
paramilitary weapons. f t > m m 5 3 

By 31 October 1998, according to 
R U C statistics, there were 139 ,588 
licensed weapons in Northern Ireland, 

the overwhelming majori ty of them in 
the hands -of the unionist community. 
Not one of these guns will be touched by 
decommissioning. 

This figure includes 12,090 handguns 
banned everywhere else in the UK after 
the Dunblane massacre. 

W h y unionists were allowed to keep 
their handguns prompted J im Murphy 
M P to table a parliamentary question 
following the 1997 Review of Firearms 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981. 

M o Mowlam's reply left the question 
unanswered: "After much thought, I am 
not persuaded of the need to prohibit the 
possession and use of target handguns in 
Northern Ire land. . . I realise that m y 
decision may disappoint some people 
w h o feel strongly, as I do , about firearms 
control and safeguarding the public." 

O the r questions r ema in . By 31 
October 1998 unionists held 861 more 
weapons than in 1997, but why are 
shotguns and airguns u p by 1,643 and 
rifles by 183? 

j I W h y are unionists stockpiling ever-
tsed weapons during a period 

Bear ing this in m i n d , the role 
unionist weaponry p layed in the 

partitioning of Ireland nearly 80 years 
ago , these figures cannot be lightly 
dismissed. 

While unionists are permitted to hold 
on to their weapons, between July 1987 
and February 1998 "the biggest ever 
compulsory surrender of legally-held 
firearms in Great Britain, designed to 
improve public safety, took place (Home 
Off ice : Handgun Surrender and 
Compensation, 21 June 1999). Among 
weapons handed over were 16,200 
handguns. 

Decommissioning will not affect the 
595 Heckler and Koch Model 104A1 
baton guns (RUC, 1996) still used by the 
R U C to fire plastic bullets for crowd 
control in Northern Ireland. 

Baton rounds have'killed 17 people, 
including eight children, a figure 
condemned by the European Court of 
H u m a n Rights, the US Senate and 
international human-r ights bodies 
around the world. 

Scant mention is made in the British 
med ia of Protestant paramili tary 
weapons field by t h ^ ' u V f , LVF and'tfie 

u i w f e 1 . 
General John d e Chastelain, head of 

the Independent International 

Commiss ion on Decommiss ion ing , 
treats all paramilitary groups equally in 
his 1999 report to the British and Irish 
governments on the prospects f o r 
decommissioning. 

It attracted virtually no press or TV 
coverage, leaving the mass media free to 
perpetrate the notion that only IRA 
weapons have to be decommissioned. 

The LVF's request fo r media 
coverage of the decommissioning of a 
few of their weapons in December 1998 
encouraged the impression that most 
Protestant paramilitary weapons had 
been destroyed. 

Even if the IRA decommissioned all 
its weapons today, a massive arsenal of 
l icensed and paramil i tary weapons, 
probably outnumbering IRA weapons, 
would remain in place within the 
unionist community. 

Until the new defini t ion of 
decommissioning is extended to mean 
taking all arms out of the Northern Irish 
equat ion, the present impasse may 
become an insurmountable obstacle. 

» 1) J : 11 c I S s : TI < < I 11 : I r 

• Moya St' Leger is a freelance writer 
and translator and is an executive 
member of the Connolly Association 

C O R R E C T I O N 

The MacCarthy 
Mor Affair 
Peter Berresford Ellis 

MY BOOK Erin's Blood Royal: the 
Gaelic Noble Dynasties of Ireland. 
published by Constable, on 13 
September 1999, contains a foreword by 
MacCarthy M6r, Prince of Desmond. 

It also includes a section on his 
family and their claims of descent from 
the royal E6ghanacht house of 
MacCarthy of Munster. 

Terence Francis McCarthy had his 
pedigree registered and Arms confirmed 
by the Chief Herald of Ireland in 1979 
and in 1992 he was given courtesy 
recognition as the MacCarthy M6r by 
the Herald acting on behalf of the Irish 
state. 

He has also been given courtesy 
recognition as The MacCarthy M6r, 
Prince of Desmond and 18th Lord of 
Kerslawny, by the Castile and Leon King 
of Arms of Spain, also by two recent 
judgements in an Italian court and had 
his pedigree registered with various 
foreign heraldic jurisdictions, including 
the United Kingdom's NoiToy and Ulster 
King of Arms. 

Over the years he has received 
numerous foreign knighthoods, awards 
and honours, including an honora iy 
doctorate for his work on Irish history. 

He has published numerous books, 
been given civic receptions by the Irish 
president, Mary Robinson, the Lord 
Mayor of Cork, the mayors of Waterford 
and Clonmel and the chairman of Cashel 
Council, and has been received with 
honours by other dignitaries, not only in 
Ireland but in many other countries. 

On July 21, when my book was being 
printed, the Chief Herald announced that 
he was taking the unprecedented step of 
withdrawing the Irish state's courtesy 
recognition. 

Like a great many others I was led to 
believe that this action was due to the 
confl ic t be tween the Irish s ta te ' s 
insistence that Gael ic titles in the modern 
age must descend by Engl i sh 
primogeniture law, inherited by the Irish 
state on independence. 

My column in the last issue of the 
Irish Democrat (Herald 'revises' Gael ic 
law) gave my views at the t ime 
supporting MacCarthy M6r who claimed 
that his title had descended in his family 
through a continuance of Brehon ' aw, 
which would be perfectly legiti late 
under international law. 

In mid-August the Chief Herald of 
Ireland issued a statement that his 
withdrawal of the courtesy recognition 
had nothing to d o with the continuing 
confl ic t of the principles of legal 
succession but was based solely on the 
integrity of the McCarthy pedigree. 

I was invited to meet the Chie f 
Herald at the National Library of Ireland 
on 20 September. 

Following that meeting, lasting four 
hours, I accept that the pedigree of 
Terence Francis McCarthy raises matters 
which are apparently irreconcilable with 
the claim of descent from the royal 
Erighanacht house of MacCar thy of 
Desmond and the claims of inheritance 
of the title by his grandfather under the 
Brehon system in Nantes in 1905. 

The files on this matter, held by the 
Genealogical Of f i ce , will be m a d e 
available to researchers in mid-October, 
this year, under the Freedom of 
Information Act 1997. 

1 H i e tinging c^tkse VevelaliArls'ii/af' 
best, unfortunate, and subsequent 
editions of the book will attempt to 
present the facts as we now know them. 

mailto:connolly@geo2.poptel.org.uk
mailto:hamillcampaign@hotmail.com
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Whflft fi in Police Au,h°ri,y with enhanced 

" ^ i l l powers and responsible to the Northern 
• RUC to be renam(Jd The Northern Ireland Executive, once in place 
Ireland Police Service • Attractive redundancy terms for 
• New badge and 'neutral' symbols officers wishing to leave the f a c e 
and a new oath expressing • Merger of Special and Cr ime 
• Measures to boost Catholic • New police college and training 
recruitment by more than double programmes 
within four years, reaching 30 per cent • Hie appointment of an 'eminent 

based policing t m conduct periodic reviews ^ 
• D e c e n t r a l i s e d s t r u c t u r e and 
authority with district councils to _ 

• Closure of three holding centres, 
Castlereagh, Gough Barracks and • NO end to use of deadly plastic 
Strand Road bullets y ** 
• Reduction in regular police force to • N O 'general disarmament' of the 
7,500 foil-time and 2,500 part-time police 
officers # N O unnedfeilie end to emergency 
• Phasing out of foil-time reservist legislation 
(currently around 2,900 officers) • N O mechanism Ira- e x c i s i n g police 
• New Policing Board to replace officers involved human-rights abuses 

A 'Patten' for future policing? V i e w p o i n t 
by JIM SAVAGE 

How can an 

POLICE BRUTALITY 

Liz Curtis 

KAMONN O DOCHARTAIGH 
(pictured), an independent observer from 
the Dublin-based human-rights group 
Acticii from Ireland (AFrl). was' among 
those in jured when \ f><.iltce\ ^argac* 
ilemc istrators in thp Lowqr, Orm^a^i 
Koadfon Saturday morning, 14 August. 

During the attack, his nose was 

broken and he sustained damage to both 
hands. The video camera he was using 
was smashed. 

Eamonn. a teacher at an all-Irish 
secondary sch(x>l in Tallaght, Dublin, 
was brought up in Ligoniel in north 
Belfast and visits the city frequently to 
Kte his pdrCrttS. 
! He' iwendt'd'trte IxIWef 6rtli<iaYi tfoaci1 

p "otes't 'against 'a march tiy'the Oringfc ' 
Order as an observer oh behalf of A W , 
which is mainly concerned with the 

rights of people in tht third world. 
"I had been filming with a video 

camera for about half-an-hour. When the 
police charged, I was on the pavement 
outside the LORAG centre," he 
explained afterwards. 

"They came at me from behind. One 
• minute T wfcs- filming ;r -policeman 
' batorting1 'a V m ? y d the'nexf i 'gf>{ arf 
' almi^lity wkllop and fell Hal on m^ fde'e.' 

T couldn't' m6Ve arid I could see police' 
boots all around me." 

News/analysis 

M a g g i e B e i r n e of the 

Be l f a s t -ba sed C o m m i t t e e 

on the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 

Individual 
own a river? 

suggestion that the name of the Royal 
Ulsicr Constabulary could be tampered 
with; they suggested that this denied the 
sacrifice made by over 302 officers who 
died over the last 30 years. 

Others, mainly in the nationalist 
community, felt that a change in name 
was the very minimum one would expect 
of any new policing arrangements. 

Reaching beyond the debate around 
external symbols, however, a very 
positive aspect of the report is the fact 
that it seeks to make the protection of 
human rights a cornerstone of the new 
police force. New and existing officers 
have to swear an oath of allegiance not to 
the Queen but to the principles of 
impartiality, human rights and equal 
treatment, and training is to be imbued 
with human rights awareness. 

Yet. while many recommendations 
promote human rights, there are clearly 
important problems that have not been 
successfully tackled. 

The police in Northern Ireland have 
always had emergency powers, and 
despite the fact that all international 
experience shows that such powers lend 
themselves to human rights abuses. 
Patten (albeit advocating the closure of 
the holding centres and increased 
regulation), fails to conclude that such 
powers must go. 

Similarly, while highly critical of 
plastic bullets, the report fails to call for 
their abolition. So, despite clear UN 
recommendations on both these matters, 
and the frequent references to the 
importance of international human-
rights standards, the logical conclusions 
were not drawn. 

Perhaps the most serious potential 
flaw in the report is the apparent absence 
of any mechanism to exclude from the 
new service officers who have been 
involved in past human rights abuses. 
While Patten urges community and 
political leaders to encourage under-
represented groups to join the new force, 
it may be difficult for such a leap of faith 
to be taken when past human rights 
abuses remain unaddressed. 

Jus t ice ( C A J ) a s sesses 

w h e t h e r the recen t ly 

pub l i shed r e p o r t on 

po l ic ing in t he Nor th 

de l ivers the neces sa ry 

a g e n d a for c h a n g e 

Despite the obvious controversy and 
contention surrounding the Patten report, 
the Good Friday agreement - endorsed 
by over 70 per cent of the electorate had 
always made clear that 'no change' was 
not an option for current policing 
arrangements in Northern Ireland. 

Moreover, on certain issues it was 
clear that there was a degree of 
consensus. In a society that is 40 per cent 
Catholic, how can a police service with 
just seven per cent Catholics expect to 
have any credibility? 

Like all police bodies, many more 
women need to be attracted to work 
within the service, and a more pluralist 
force along ethnic and class lines would 
be a great advantage. 

Furthermore, everyone recognises 
that policing has been operating in quite 
abnormal conditions, relying since its 
inception on emergency powers. There is 
also a widespread acceptance of the fact 
that there needs to be much greater 
community involvement in policing in 
future. 

So. does the recently published report 
of Chris Patten's Commission into 
Policing for Northern Ireland deliver the 
necessary agenda for change? 

Undoubtedly, the Commission has 
produced a substantial piece of work. 
The list of recommendations alone runs 
to 175. They received well over 2.000 
written submissions, held hundreds of 
meetings in public and private, and 
travelled extensively to receive personal 
testimony from a wide variety of people. 

In common with countries around the 
world, the testimonies highlighted just 
how policing is experienced quite 
differently depending on one's politics, 
one's class, one's gender, one's age and 
one's residence. 

The Commission heard from the 
widows of RUC officers and the victims 
of RUC abuse, from nationalists and 
unionists, from urban and rural areas, 
from constituencies largely untouched 
by the conflict and others who had been 
permanently damaged by violence, both 
physical and institutional. 

The immediate public reaction to 
Patten's report mirrors the depth of this 
complex reality, and of the pain felt right 
across the community. Some 
commentators and unionist politicians 
conveyed anger and deep dismay at the 

The Irish Democrat's Cork 
correspondent challenges 
an absentee landlord's 
claim to 'own' a local 
natural resource 

FOLLOWING SUBSTANTIAL local 
pressure, Youghal Urban Council in Co. 
Cork is to challenge the Duke of 
Devonshire's claim to 'own' the local 

Sjj Blackwater river bed. 
£ It is inherently offensive that any one 
u man or woman can 'own' a natural 

resource such as a river, a mountain or a 
lake. The legal obligation to pay ground 
rent to maintain absentee landlords in 
their inflated living standards is equally 
offensive and an historical anachronism 
which should have been dispatched to 
the history books. 

Nothing changed when the treaty was 
signed in 1922 except the colour of the 
post boxes, from red to green, and the 
flag. As James Connolly predicted: "We 
will still have the bailiff with the same 
cap, this time with the badge of the harp 
instead of the crown." 

The people of Youghal will need to 
hold their nerve and not be intimidated 
by the prospect of an expensive High 
Court action to wrest back for Irish 
people what should rightfully be theirs. 

Any legal challenge should be 
pursued by the Irish government as a 
national issue, not simply left to the local 
council. They should demand that the 
Duke, one of the richest men in England, 
produce the title and deeds to the river 
bed he claims belongs to him. 

The family estate at Chatsworth in 
Derbyshire is a jewel among the vast 
wealth and property connected with the 
Cavendish family since it attained the 
highest aristocratic rank as a reward for 
helping William of Orange to the 
English throne. A portrait of William still 
hangs on the main staircase at 
Chatsworth. 

This connection might not go down 
well in Ireland where his family holds 
8,000 acres and the splendid Lismore 
Castle, as well a the wor'd-renowned 
salmon fishery at Carysville, near 
Fermoy, Co. Cork. That's a lot of wealth 
and it's understandable that the people of 
Youghal might be somewhat fazed at the 
thought of taking on one of England's 
richest families in the courts. 

For too long, historical links between 
certain English families who rarely set 
foot in Ireland have been a source of 
grievance among local communities. 

The disappeared Lord Lucan, who is 
wanted by the police for murder, 
maintains a grip on the tenants of his 
estate at Castlebar, Co. Mayo, where 
outstanding ground rent claimed by the 
estate amounts to well over £500,000. 
His son, George Bingham, wants his 
father declared dead so that he can claim 
the earldom and all that goes with it -
including 6^,000 acres in Co. Mayo. 

Land and property have always been 
a volatile issue in Ireland, especially 
when rich foreign landowners prevent 
locals from enjoying amenities which 
they have access to for generations. 

The people of Youghal should 
tenaaiously pursue the issue even if it 
iMparJs going to jail. 'Questioning .the 
iight;of any person, Irish or not, to own 
the natural resources of Ireland should Be 
a right freely available to all. 

The current command structure, 
which includes officers implicated in 
controversies surrounding serious ill-
treatment of detainees, shoot-to-kill 
allegations, and collusion with loyalist 
paramilitaries, remains intact. 

Amalgamation of Special Branch 
and CID under one roof is a welcome but 
limited recognition of the fact that 
Special Branch has been at the heart of 
some of the most serious allegations of 
human rights abuses both in the holding 
centres and in terms of collusion. 

Patten did respond to the widespread 
public concern about accountability and 
clearly has made a number of positive 
recommendations in this regard. The 
Police Ombudsman is given greater 
powers, the new Policing Board will be 
more representative, more transparent, 
and more capable of holding the Chief 
Constable to account. 

It is, however, a pity that local 
structures are probably going to be little 
more effective than they are currently, 

and that all the accountability is to be 
purely retrospective. 

So, while critical of the report on 
several counts, there is also very much to 
be commended. Of course the debate 
now is not so much on how Patten could 
have been even better, but whether the 
political dynamic will allow for any 
progress at all on the policing front. 
Human rights groups have consistently 
argued that policing change is long 
overdue. The logic of this position is that 
it is crucial now to move quickly to 
implement the positive aspects of the 
report. 

Ultimately the acid test of the 
policing commission's report is not 
whether everyone likes it or not, or 
whether it could be even better. Patten's 
work must instead be measured against 
its ability to translate the commitment of 
the Good Friday agreement to a new 
beginning of policing, with human rights 
at its heart, into real change on the 
ground. 

Observer among injured during march protest 
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News/analysis 

The Orange Order — 
portraits in soft focus 
A recent flurry of largely sympathetic 
books on the history of the Orange Order 
has contributed to the impression that 
official Orangeism has embarked on 
something of a charm offensive. The Irish 
Democrat asked two of its regular 
contributors to take a critical look at two 
new titles about the Orange Order. 

KEVIN Haddick-Flynn's 
Onangeism, the making of 
a tradition is the nearest 
thing to a popular history 
of the Orange Order as has 
yet appeared and will 

undoubtedly find a market for that 
reason alone. Orangemen should be 
pleased that they are presented as they 
would like to be perceived in Britain and 
further afield. 

Admittedly, this soft focus, as 
evidenced by the book 's tenor and 
format, are quite irritating given that the 
body in question is avowedly sectarian, 
atavistic and intrinsically supremacist. 

The first and most explicit indication 
that this book covets the approval of its 
subject is the tracing of Orange 
'tradition' to the 16th century. 

However painful to Ireland's 
orangemen, the association with the 
reign of King William is completely 
bogus in terms of their true lineage and 
nomenclature. It is, at best, a 
retrospective late 18th-century construct 
at a time when the newborn Orange 
Order was rivalled by the Hanover 
Association, True Blues and other 
conservative agencies. 

Amongst the reasons for adopting 
this pedigree was the need to obscure the 
plebeian and ultra-violent origins of the 
Orange Older. Its founders in 179S w o e 
an Armagh group previously known as 
the Peep O'DayBoys who had mounted 
vicious attacks on their Catholic 
neighbours from the 1780$. 

Their function was neither to 
generate loyalty to the Crown nor to 
celebrate the memory of King Billy but 
simply to terrorise land-hungry migrants 
and weavers who had disrupted the local 
economy. 

A sectarian dimension was 
stimulated by the Relief Acts of 1778 to 
1793 which raised the spectre of 
unprecedented economic competition 
with the Catholic majority population 
whose prospects had hitherto been kept 
in check by the oppressive Penal Laws. 
Rather than ful ly explore this 
embarrassing territory the author elects 
to squander over 100 pages recounting 
totally irrelevant European history. 

A subtle touch is his inappropriate 
designation of the 1690s Williamite 
forces as 'Orange' and from that point 
the book disingenuously blends various 
manifestations of Irish royalism and 
loyalism with 'orangeism'. 

Hereward Senior, David Miller, Tom 
Bartlett and other historians who have 
examined orangeism highlight the 1790s 
as the critical decade in which the Order 
was transformed f rom a disreputable 
Armagh faction into a national, quasi-
masonic, loyalist mass movement 

Sectarian strategies become 
increasingly useful to a beleaguered 
Dublin Castle executive at war with 
France while domestically challenged by 
up to 300,000 mu hi-denominational, 
republican United Irishmen. 

The Castle consequently fostered 
cadres of ultra-loyalists, principally the 
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Orange Order, to bolster its yeomanry, 
militia and army regulars against 
infiltration by pluralist republicans. 

Haddick-Flynn's view of the pivotal 
1798 rebellion, unfortunately, has all but 
ignored the vast recent scholarship 
which has dispensed with many of the 
canards upon which his account is 
largely based. In this respect he was 
probably misled by the third rate 
'official' orange histories cited in the 
notes. 

Typically, the appalling but aberrant 
Scullabogue massacre which he 
mistakenly claims is "indelibly inscribed 
on the minds of Irish Protestants" is 
misdated by ten days and discussed out 
of context This is perhaps just as well 
given that his casualty figure is inflated 
and the awkward presence of Protestants 
in the ranks of the killers and Catholics 
among the victims is glossed over. 

If nationalist historians once over-
emphasised the role of Orange terror in 
exciting rebellion, Haddick-Flynn, 
ironically, underestimates their 
contribution to containing the spread of 
republicanism. 

Much more could have been said of 
the 'orange yeomanries' of south 
Leinster and Ulster which Lord 
Comwallis credited with having 'saved' 
the country. There is also a curious 
silence oO the orange-sponsored house 
and chapel tunings and assassinations 
which blighted Wexford, Wicklow, 
Kildare and elsewhere in 1799-1801. 

Needless to «ay, links between the 
Order and loyalist violence after 1969 
are barely touched upon and in this 
respect the episodic structure of the book 
facilitates an avoidance of discussion on 
such understandably difficult matters. 

One of the more interesting 
observations is that 157 orangemen have 
been killed in recent decades in the 
North of Ireland. It is unclear whether 
this includes Billy Wright and other 
prominent paramilitary members. 

The main problem with Haddick-
Flynn's approach is that the validity of 

P T ^ l T F W t f insufficiently , 
fa , f^istpric rep^d , 

uently, the book tends to 
legitimise flig myths of the Order rather 
Huiri engage in a thorough process of 

documentation, assessment and 
judgement. The author, perhaps 
unwittingly, has made himself part of 
their tradition and although Onmgeism 
is, at times, an uncritical compendium of 
Orange self-perceptions, it is valuable 
for just that reason. 

The strengths of this book are that it 
addresses an impressive range of issues 
concerning the Order in a readable 
format. Its discussion of the 
development and nature of Orange 
structures is very useful and the 
appendices contain a wealth of useful 
information. This will probably remain 
the best starting point for insights into 
the organisation available to non-
members. 

Kuan O'Donnell 
# Orangeism, The Making of a 
Tradition by Kevin Haddick-Flynn is 
published by Wolfhound Press, at £30 
(hardback). 

NY BOOK in praise of 
the Orange Order must be 
filled with lies. This one is 
packed with them. Some 
are blatant falsehoods 
explicitly asserted. Many 

others are implied by innuendo and 
calculated side-swipes. 

That's not to say that the author is a 
liar. There is the possibility that she 
really believes them all herself. But 
anyone with a knowledge of the subject 
must be allowed to suspect that the 
intellectual integrity of Ruth Dudley 
Edwards could be called in question. 

If she believes all she writes, the 
doubt nevertheless intrudes that she does 
so be because it suits her to do so. Does 
it enhance her position as a mercenary 
purveyor of right-wing opinions of the 
sort that the Daily Telegraph will readily 
buy? 

In her fulsome praise of Orangeism 
she makes much of her Catholic 
background. ("See how open-minded I 
am"!) Her background - "brought up," 
as she says, "under the authoritarian and 
intolerant Irish Catholic Chip-fl)" -
equips fter >ypl|,^ ppjld a p p ^ jp jhej 
Jesuitical sort pif casujstry with which 
she fudges the real horrors of Orange 
bigotry. 

Oh yes, of course, she almost eagerly 
admits, there are yobs, a few 
rowdies and thugs always found 
at Orange assemblies. But the 
'Kick the Pope ' bands are 

disliked by respectable 
Orangemen, who deplore such 
violations of their vows to 
"respect" their Catholic 
neighbours. 

Throughout her book she cannot 
find adjectives enough to tell how 
they are all upstanding, tolerant, 
kind and good-natured and so on. 
Maryah! She defends their 
disgraceful conduct at Drumcree by 
putting the blame on the nationalist 
community. 

My own background is a Belfast 
one and very Protestant. Sure, I have 
known a few very decent men who were 
in the Orange Order as a sort of social 
club. None of the 'decent' ones I knew 
ever took the thing seriously. Most of the 
ardent, committed Orangemen I have 
known were potentially aggressive 
bigots. 

What lies does she tell? So many it 
would be difficult to select the worst. 
Here's one: "Republicans never admit in 
public that they want to gel rid of 
Protestants." 

The lie is implicit: In private they DO 
speak of their desire to get rid of them. 
To believe that calls for an exceptional 
effort in self-deception. 

Another one: "...since partition, while 
the Catholic population of Northern 
Ireland has increased steadily, the 
Protestant population in the Republic has 
decreased from ten to three per cent. 
Many believe that they were persecuted; 
some that they were ethnically 
cleansed." 

The Big Lie: The Catholics in the six 
counties were so well treated that they 
joyfully multiplied, while in the rest of 
the country the Protestants were 
somehow "driven out". That is a famous, 
familiar and wicked canard. 

By and large, this is a dangerous 
book, in my view, in so far that it feeds 
loyalist superstitions and could incite 
more Billy Wrights to slaughter more 
Catholics. 

Has it any value? Yes. The author 
told a man from the Daily Telegraph, 
when it was being launched in London 
with the Messing of David TOrtifcle. that 
she would "do anything" to sell If. 

It is very valuable as an example of 
the extent to which someone can go in 
what must seem to many as the art of 
kidding themselves in the pursuit of 
commercial success. 

Jack Bennett 
# The Faithful Tribe, an intimate 
portrait of the loyal institution* by Ruth 
Dudley Edwards is published by Harper 
Collins at £17.99 (hardback). 

The Irish Democrat 
sends its deepest 
condolences to Jack, 
Owen, Helen and 
Ciaran Bennett on the 

'An appreciation will 11 r 
appear in the next issue)' 
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connolly column 
Not w i t h o u t current 

interest g iven recent 

' spy r e v e l a t i o n s ' , 

C o n n o l l y appl ies a 

r igo rous c lass ana lys i s to 

the i s sue of ' p a t r i o t i s m ' 

in this M a y 1903 ar t ic le 

pub l i shed in the 

Workers' Republic 

Unpatriotic? 
IN EVERY country of the earth in which socialism has taken root its advocates r.,eet 
with the objection that their doctrines are 'unpatriotic', that socialism is a foreign idea. 
Whether it be in Ireland, Germany, France, America, England, Russia, Italy or any 
other country we find the enemies of socialism harping upon this one theme, the 
unpatriotic character of the socialist movement. 

It is fitting, therefore, that we should examine and analyse this theory in order that 
we may find out upon what it is founded, how it is that in countries so widely 
separated the socialist movement meets with an almost identical objection - in 
conservative Ireland as in cosmopolitan America. 

It is an axiom accepted by all socialists that the ruling class industrially will 
always be the ruling class politically, and will also dominate in all other walks of life 
and fields of thought. That until the epoch of revolution arrives the interests of the 
class who hold the dominant machinery of production will colour and mould the 
entire thought and institutions of society at large; making whatever serves such 
interests appear as 'patriotic', 'native' and thoroughly 'Irish' or 'American' or 
whatever the nationality of the possessing class may be. And in like manner stamping 

as 'foreign', 'unpatriotic', 'un-Irish' or 
'un-American' everything that savours of 
danger to that possessing class. 

In other words, the possessing class 
always and everywhere arrogates to itself 
an exclusive right to be considered THE 
NATION, and, basing itself upon that 
right, to insist that the laws of the land 
should be in its hands to frame and 
administer in its own interest, which, it 
pleasantly informs us, are the highest 
interests of the nation. 

This is the characteristic of the 
propertied classes everywhere, even 
where they are not a ruling class. The 
Land League agitation in Ireland, and in 

a lesser degree the present land agitation, exemplified this trait. The Land League 
agitation centred round the fight of the tenant farmers for better terms for their 
holdings. It was primarily a contest betwixt tenant and landlord. 

The agricultural labourer had no concern in it, indeed he invariably got better 
terms from the landlord than the tenant farmer; the urban population had no interests 
directly at stake, town workers were not considered in land bills - all the mercantile, 
industrial and professional classes knew they would be left outside the scope of the 
settlement between landlord and tenant should one be arrived at. Yet, the tenant 
farmers being organised politically and industrially, and above all being class 
conscious, that is to say conscious of the identity of their class interests, succeeded in 
impressing the character of their movement upon the whole life of Ireland. 

Every farmer's grievance became an Irish national grievance, every farmer 
refusing to pay rent was idealised as a patriot battling, not for his own purse, but for 
his country; every farmer evicted was acclaimed as a martyr for his country. If a man 
took an evicted farm he was not merely a landgrabber or scab on his class, he was a 
traitor to 'Ireland', and every person who spoke to him, or helped to feed, clothe or 
shelter him, was also an enemy to Ireland, a traitor to his native land. 

Thus the tenant farmer dominated the thought of the country and made the fight 
of their own class for its rights identical with the idea of Irish patriotism. 

Now we are not pointing this fact out in order to denounce it. 
On the contrary, we consider the farmers acted wisely in their own interests. But 

we do point it out in order to emphasise our contention that any particular act or 
political doctrine is patriotic or unpatriotic in the exact proportion in which it serves 
the interest of the class who for the time being hold political power. 

The farmers of Ireland denounced as unpatriotic everything that failed to serve 
their class interests - including even the labourer's demand for a cottage; let the 
working class of Ireland follow their lead and test the sincerity of every man's 
patriotism by his devotion to the interests of Labour. 

In the eyes of the farmer no wagging of green flags could make a landgrabber a 
patriot: let the workers apply the same test and brand as enemies to Ireland all who 
believe in the subjection of Labour to Capital - brand as traitors to this country all 
who live by skinning Irish labour. 

For the working class of the world the lesson is also plain. In every country 
socialism is foreign, is unpatriotic, and will continue so until the working class, 
embracing it as their salvation, make socialism the dominant political force. 

Then the interests of the working class will be in the ascendant and every man's 
patriotism will be gauged by his services and devotion to these interests, thus 
socialism will be patriotic and native everywhere, and the advocates of capitalistic 
property will be the unpatriotic ones. 

By their aggressiveness and intolerance the possessing classes erect the principles 
of their capitalist supremacy into the dignity of national safeguards; accordingly, as 
the working class infuses into its political organisation the same aggressiveness and 
intolerance will it command the success it deserves and make the socialist the only 
good and loyal citizen. 

Any act or doctrine 
is patriotic or 

unpatriotic in the 
exact proportion in 
which it serves the 
interest of the class 

holding power 

News 

A forum for progressive debate 
GREAVES S C H O O L 

Owen Bennett 
DECLARING HIMSELF to be an 
"unrepentant universalist", Thomas 
Metscher of Bremen Universtity, 
pictured below, gave the opening key-
note address at this year's Desmond 
Greaves Summer School in Dublin on 
the topic of Europe and domination. 

This remark was, of course, an 
opening salvo against the bogus 
"universalism" of imperialism, which 
often dresses itself up as a progressive 
and civilising force. 

He argued that the recent war in 
Kosovo had its roots in a European 
civilisation structured by the logic of 
domination. The characteristic of this 
domination was that its true aims were 
never spoken - at least openly. 

The "veil" was always that of 
"Western civilisation". For centuries 
Europeans have always believed in their 
inherent right to conquer the world and 
impose their values. To do this they have 
had to believe in the "superiority" of 
European culture and to create an 

identity of the native as "outsiders". 
This is what happened to the Serbs. 

And if the West was motivated by 
outrage at the atrocities committed by 
Milosovic, why did they not intervene in 
other situations where worse atrocities 
took place? 

The real aim was to gain access to the 
huge mineral resources of the area and to 
impose western domination. 

In the Saturday afternoon session 
Liam O'Dowd, Professor of Sociology 
at Queen's University Belfast, 
challenged the prevailing view that the 
EU and globalisation are leading to the 
demise of the national state, and pointed 
out that since 1989, 15 new states had 
appeared on the map of Europe. 

He said that this thesis fuels a sense 
of fatalism, leading to the belief that 
there are few real choices left for 
national governments. Controversially, 
he argued that the sovereignty of small 
states such as the Republic 'of Ireland 
may have been enhanced by a European 
regime which constrains more powerful 
states. But he said that this had led to 
power shifting towards non-elected 

technocrat and business elites, and that 
"popular sovereignty" had suffered. 

There was a need to develop new 
forms of national and transnational 
democracy, he suggested 

On Sunday, the Act of Union was 
examined by Dr Ruan O'Donnell of 
Limerick University. The day-to-day 
intricacies of the process, he said, did not 
really concern him. What interested him 
the most about the period was the 
"absence of the crowd". 

The disenfranchised had little real 
interest in the shenanigans which led to 
the Act of Union and did not mourn the 
loss of a parliament with which they did 
not identify. The type of reform Ireland 
needed would never have been tolerated 
by London. 

The press of the day did not give an 
accurate picture of the concerns of the 
ordinary people. After the defeat of the 
1798 rebellion the United Irishmen still 
existed because of the considerable 
power of the masses who wanted 
something more radical than the 
parliament which the Act of Union 
replaced. 

The final session was on the North. 
Dublin-based trade union leader and 
writer Daltun 6 Ceallaigh posed the 
question: does the Good Friday 
document open up possibilities for 
advancing the republican cause? 

While pointing out the flawed 
definition of national self-determination 
in the document, Daltun stressed that 
republican participation did not mean 
acquiescence to the notion that "the Irish 
people had accepted partition". 

While republicans cannot agree to 
the idea that the consent of a majority in 
the six counties is necessary in principle 
to bring about Irish unity, if this was 
achieved in practice it could hardly be 
objected to. 

If the sectarian structures of the six 
county statelet were dismantled, he 
argued, the main rationale for unionism 
would be removed, opening the way for 
unionists to review their stance on Irish 
unity. 

N e w s in br ie f 

Trade union survey 
TRADE UNIONS and ethnic 
monitoring is the subject of a report just 
published by the London Irish Women's 
Centre. Launched during the Summer at 
the Commission for Racial Equality, the 
report is based on the findings of a 
survey of TUC-affiliated unions carried 
out by the Centre in October 1998. 

The report examines Irish people's 
experiences of discrimination and 
disadvantage at work, and in other key 
areas, and calls on all unions to apply 
more comprehensive systems of ethnic 
monitoring. 

0 Copies can be obtained from the 
LIWC at 59 Stoke Newington Church 
Street, London N16 OAR 

Making connections 
TWENTY-SIX community activists 
from Belfast, Deny and Dublin took part 
in a five-day visit to South Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire at the end of September. 

The cross-community group, a 
mixture of adults and young people, 
visited youth and community groups in 
the area, sharing information and 
experience on a range of issues including 
education, employment, training, 
housing and health. 

The visit, which culminated in a one-
day conference in Sheffield, was 
organised by the Sheffield-based Making 
Connections group as part their efforts to 
establish a continuing dialogue between 
local communities in Britain and Ireland. 

Army overruled 
A RULING in the High Court reversing 
a British Army decision to allow the two 
Scots guardmen convicted of killing 
Belfast father of two Peter McBride to 
resume their army careers has been 
welcomed by the family of the dead 
man. 

The two Scots Guards, James Fisher 
and Mark Wright, who were sentenced 
to life imprisonment for shooting 
McBride in the back alter he had been 
searched, in 1992, were released by 
Secretary of State Mo Mowlam last year 
following two failed court appeals. 

Bombing inquiry 
I R I r ' ! TAOISEACH Bertie Ahern, 
confirmed at the end of September that 
the government is to hold a further 
'private' investigation into the 1974 
Dublin/Monaghan bombings, which left 
31 dead and hundreds injured. 

The enquiry, to be conducted by a 
former Irish Supreme Court judge, will 
also look into the 1976 murder of Co. 
Louth farmer Seamus Ludlow and a 
further bomb incident in Dundalk, in 
1975, in which two people were killed. 
The inquiry's findings would be made 
public, Mr Ahem assured TDs. 

Although responsibility for the 
Dublin/Monaghan bombings was 
eventually claimed by the Ulster 
Volunteer Force (UVF), growing 
evidence of British intelligence 
involvement in the atrocities has 
emerged in recent years. 

The government's decision to hold 

the inquiry in private has been severely 
criticised by relatives of the victims who 
believe that the new inquiry should be 
conducted in public. 

The decision has been described by a 
lwayer representing the campaign group 
Justice for the Forgotten as "bizarre" and 
"completely inappropriate". 

More attacks 
THERE REMAINS no sign of any let up 
in the campaign of sectarian terror 
unleashed against nationalist 
communities in many parts of the six 
counties, including Belfast, Co. Antrim 
and Co. Down. 

The loyalist onslaught - some of 
which is undoubtedly connected to 
elements within the main loyalist groups, 
including the UDA, UVF and LVF - has 
become so severe that it has even drawn 
criticism from the leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party, David Trimble. 

Although his long-overdue call for 
action on the issue has been welcomed 
by nationalists and republicans, loyalist 
politicians such as the PUP's Billy 
Hutchinson have accused the UUP 
leader of "opportunism" and of being 
"disingenuous". 

Representatives of the loyalist parties 
have adopted a more positive approach 
to the Good Friday agreement than the 
mainstream unionists and are critical of 
them for not engaging positively and for 
their part in the current impasse. 

• Further details of recent attacks are on 
the Pat Finucane Centre website, 
www.serve.com/pfc/attaug.html 
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The former Irish parliament of the Protestent ascendency class, College Green, Dublin — now the Bank of Ireland 

The Making 
of the 
Act of Union 
In the first in a series of articles to appear in the Irish 
Democrat focusing on the Act of Union and its political 
and historical legacy, historian Ruan O'Donnell, right, 
explains the background to an event whose impact was 
to have major implications for the development of Irish 
political life and Anglo-Irish relations 

LEGISLATIVE UNION 
between Britain and Ireland 
was advocated on several 
occasions prior to its 
enactment in 1800, generally 
when matters of trade and 

war had altered the relationship between 
the two islands in ways that threatened 
England's national interests. While the 
oft-cited Scottish precedent (1707) 
differed with regard to law, education 
and faith, the salient fact was that the 
military threat of a disparate anti-English 
state had been neutralised. 

Also of interest was that Scotland's 
economy was transformed and 
Jacobiteism eliminated in the aftermath 
of the rising of 1745. The subsequent 
redirection of Scottish manpower 
towards Westminster's projects 
enhanced the internal security of the 
island as well as its overseas military 
capacity during the empire-building 
Seven Years War (1756-63). Conversely, 
two later wars waged against France 
between 1775 and 1815 highlighted the 
strategic liability posed by Ireland's 
disaffected population. 

The Irish union proposed by William 
Pitt in 1785 was envisaged as a means of 
tightening Anglo-Irish connections. This 
was deemed desirable given that the 
repeal of Poyning's Law three years 
earlier had yielded 'Grattan's 
Parliament' at College Green, Dublin, 
much legislative freedom. 

Although rejected, the rationale fpr 
re-alignment through commercial union 
garnered support on both sides of the 
Irish Sea. A coterie of pro-union figures 

Union 
coat 

of arms, 
1801-1816 

began to coalesce in support of the 
British appointed Viceroy and his Dublin 
Castle executive. They were animated by 
fears that the gradual lifting of penal 
restrictions on Catholics undermined 
'Protestant ascendancy'. 

The linking of the franchise to both 
land tenure and Anglicanism ensured 
that Catholics and Presbyterians could 
not vote prior to 1793 and were 
afterwards ineligible for election. 
Qualified freeholders advanced two 
members per county (64) whereas most 
of the 300 MPs represented the 117 
patron-controlled boroughs. 

Radicals, not surprisingly, denied the 
existence of anything approximating 
government in Ireland and their quest for 
American- or French-style democracy 
led to the foundation of the Society of 
United Irishmen in 1791. They regarded 
the Castle as a corrupt and foreign 
institution and demanded 'equal 
representation of all the people in 
Parliament'. Their 'union of power' was 
the inverse of that sought by Pitt in that it 

advocated the 'separation' of Ireland 
from Britain. 

Influencing parliament, nonetheless, 
seemed an option until mid-1795 when 
the recall of the liberal Viceroy Earl 
Fitzwilliam signalled a halt to the 
concession of rights. From that point the 
proscribed United Irishmen sought the 
destruction of an alien forum that was 
unwilling to reform itself. 

DISENCHANTMENT WAS 

steadily converted into 
proactive, revolutionary 
dissent as the 1790s 
progressed. The 1796 
Insurrection Act evinced 

an administration that countenanced 
summary executions and the workings of 
martial law from March 1797 and 
widened the breach between the people 
and their nominal parliament. 

Although driven into premature 
rebellion in May 1798, United Irish 
pressure obliged the government to 
amnesty the vast bulk of insurgents. The 

deaths of roughly 30,000 rebels and 
civilians, however, (c. 9 per cent of the 
organisation's membership) was 
evidently sufficient to deter anti-union 
street protests. 

That Irish maladministration was 
blamed for failing to obviate the most 
cogent challenge to British interests 
since the Williamite wars is important. 
The French war was going badly for 
Britain in 1797-1802 and London could 
not rely on every invasion fleet coming 
to grief, no more than it could hope that 
every Irish insurrection would go off 
half-cocked. Bad weather alone had 
prevented the disembarkation of 12,000 
enemy soldiers in Bantry Bay in 
December 17%. War ensured that the 
malfunctioning relationship between the 
Castle and two parliaments was 
intolerable if a viable alternative existed. 

Pitt seized upon the 1798 Rebellion 
to convince Westminster that the time 
had come to bring 'forward the great 
work of union which can never be so 
well accomplished as now'. Plans were 
considered in Dublin from August 1798 
when a new Viceroy, Lord Cornwallis, 
was in situ to press the matter. The 
rebellion was suppressed by September 
but the prospect of the United Irishmen 
re-emerging as French auxiliaries 
remained. 

The fragility of government control 
was regularly exposed by outstanding 
rebel factions in several parts of Ireland. 
At least 31 people were killed in 
Wicklow in December 1798 and 
disturbances flared in Antrim, Down, 
Wexford, Kildare, Carlow, Mayo, Cork, 
Limerick and Tipperary. 

The Castle's pro-Union 
propagandist, Edward Cooke, noted 
'symptoms of returning turbulence' on 
the 20th and urged the retention of 

United Irishmen 
were in no position 

to oppose union 
owing to their 

military reverses 
and lack of 

political organs 

martial law. Cornwallis informed the 
Home Office that there was 'every 
appearance... of an intended 
insurrection'. It is likely that those privy 
to such dispatches in London would have 
been impressed with the need to bolster 
Irish security. 

The danger was that unrest of this 
order might tempt the French into 
mounting a major Irish campaign. This, 
if successful, would pit a pro-French 
Irish republic against its isolated 
monarchist neighbour. Neutralising this 
problem, therefore, was one of the main 
prospective short term benefits of union 
for Britain as it was hoped that 
integration would engender loyalty. On 
24 December 1798, the British 
parliament voted to seek union with 
Ireland and set the scene for a decision in 
College Green on 22 January 1799. 

Union was narrowly rejected on the 
first Dublin attempt by voting blocs 
which contained too many self-
interested factions to sustain their 
advantage. Preparations to reintroduce 
the bill in January 1800 triggered a flurry 
of lobbying and bribery to ensure its 
smoother passage. Opponents of Union 
claimed that it would deprive them of 
their main font of patronage and most 
borough MPs faced the abolition of their 
seats. As there was room for just 100 
Irish Commons MPs and 32 peers in the 
Lords the issue of compensating was 

central to the success of the vote. 
Each bargained for the pensions, 

sinecures and titles they claimed would 
have been their due were the translation 
not to take place MPs who raised 
commercial concerns were assured that 
Irish products would reap the full 
benefits of 'free trade' within the empire. 
This, as with many other promises, 
proved illusory. 

The Catholic Church, perhaps the 
only agency capable of marshalling 
popular opposition to union, was not 
only unwilling to do so but quietly 
supportive of the measure. College 
Green was the bastion of Protestant 
ascendancy, and as such, was not an 
institution dear to their hearts. Catholic 
leaders looked to the viceroy for 
consideration and he held out the great 
prize of emancipation. Although 
ultimately detached from union 
legislation in the autumn of 1798 owing 
to pressure from ultra-conservatives, 
emancipation was widely believed to be 
in the offing. 

Consequently, the most vociferous 
opponents of union proved to be the Irish 
Bar whose members feared that political 
careers would be closed (o them if they 
were obliged to work in Dublin and also 
attend parliament in London as 
unsalaried MPs. A meeting in the 
Chancery on 10 December 1798 
registered its anger but lacked the means 
to counter the Castle's propagandists. 

The rapidly expanding Orange Order 
was split on union and avoided a formal 
position. Many orangemen were 
unconvinced that entry in to an 
overwhelmingly Protestant United 
Kingdom would provide permanent 
demographic protection against the 
political mobilisation of Ireland's 
Catholic majority. Crucially, the 
postponement of emancipation lessened 
the urgency of pressing the matter 
against the united front of an 
unsympathetic Viceroy and a determined 
British Prime Minister. 

When, in February 1800, the 
vehement anti-union rhetoric of Lord 
Downshire seemed poised to attain 
physical expression, the Earl was 
deprived of his Militia command by 
Dublin Castle. This underlined the 
strength of Comwallis' will to see the 
union through. 

United Irishmen were in no position 
to oppose union owing to their military 
reverses and lack of political organs. 
Their Dublin directory, however, secretly 
reformed in 1799 to lobby France for the 
military aid that would have rendered 
union null and void. Robert Emmet 
registered his antipathy to the measure in 
his proclamation of July 1803 which 
accused orangemen of having been 
'duped to the ruin of your country' into 
Union. 

On 5 February 1800 the Union Bill 
was sent back to parliament where, after 
several false starts, it was passed in both 
Houses. Royal Assent was received by I 
August 1800 at which time Comwallis 
reported: 'there was not a murmur heard 
in the street nor I believe an expression 
of ill-humour throughout the whole city 
of Dublin'. 

That the death knell of the 
ascendancy parliament failed to excite a 
popular response is not altogether 
surprising in view of the prevailing 
political climate. Indeed, the full 
implications of its loss were not realised 
for sometime. Joint provisions in Dublin 
and London brought the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
into being on I January 1801 

• Ruin O'Donnell lectures in history at 
the University of Limerick and is the 
author of a number of highly-respected 
books on the United Irish rebellion. The 
above article is based on a lecture given 
at this year's Greaves Summer School. 

http://www.serve.com/pfc/attaug.html
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Book reviews 

Keepers of the flame 
Bobbie Heatley reviews A Rebel 
Voice: a history of Belfast 
republicanism 1925 - 1972. by 
Raymond J. Quinn. Belfast Cultural and 
Lu al History (Snmp, £9 99 pbk 

UNTIL JOHN Quinn of the Belfast 
Cultural and Local History Group wrote 
this h(K)k the early part of its subject 
matter was known to me only by 
hearsay. I am referring to the period 1925 
through to the 1940s as it applied 
specifically to Belfast. His coverage of 
this matter is welcome and his research 
timely. 

He was still able to interview 
personally some of the veterans of the 
period. What emerges is a record of 
dogged fealty on the part of a not-too-
numerous group of men and women to a 
cause which was up against the odds and 
that had dispirited most people. 

Partition had been recently imposed 
on Ireland by the British state and its 
unionist supporters in the North. 
Republicanism had suffered defeats in 
the rest of the country. Feeling 
particularly isolated, only the 
staunchness and the perseverance of the 
people mentioned in this book kept the 
flame alive against odds that looked, and 
at that time were, insuperable. 

The Orange-unionist UK state bore 
down on them heavily and the play of 

politics in the newly-established Irish 
Free State was anything but a source of 
encouragement Still they kept on 
struggling. 

The younger generation of to-day 
might tend to be over critical of their 
efforts and the political acumen available 
to them, and there might be a tendency to 
slot them into the 'nothing but physical 
force' category. But it has to be 
remembered that they were conditioned 
by their times. 

Their isolated Catholic community 
was suffering severe sectarian repression 
by the one-party unionist police state and 
the political channel for their way out 
was impossible for them to discern. This 
was not solely their failure. Their 
community bore the main brunt of the 
mass unemployment and only the very 
basic educational opportunities were 
available to the working class in which 
most of them were embedded. 

Despite these obstacles they 
remained to play their part in later years, 
providing a base from which the present 
day republican movement was able to 
grow and develop. Today it has a 
leadership whose high calibre is not 
disputed. 

I appreciated the section dealing with 
the socialists and republicans from 
Belfast who volunteered to fight for 
democracy in Spain against fascism as 
part of the International Brigades. 

Although my family came from the 
Protestant side of the sectarian divide my 
father's first ventures into politics were 
in support of that particular cause. The 
name of Jim Straney from the Short 
Strand was mentioned in our house to be 
picked up by my childhood ears. John 
Quinn has intimated to me that a future 
up-date of book he will have more to say 
about Jim Straney and will present a 
rounder picture of him. 

This moderately priced book is well 
worth getting hold of by those who are 
interested in the history of Irish 
republicanism. 

O Copies of A Rebel Voice can be 
obtained from J. Quinn, Post Box 1,537 
Antrim Road, Belfast BT15 3BU, priced 
£9.99 plus £3 p&p (free p&p in the 
North of Ireland). 

Dazed and 
confused 

Ruairi 6 Domhnaill reviews I r ish 
Migrants In Modern Britain, 
1 7 5 0 - 1 9 2 2 by Donald M. MacRaild, 
Macmillan Press, £12.99 pbk and T h e 
I r ish F a m i n e by Colm Toibi'n, 
Profile Books, London, £.199 pbk 

DR MACRAILD attempts to give 
"positive aspects of Irish communal life 

to place alongside the better-known 
stories of aggression, violence and 
contempt"! 

There are signs that the author's 
knowledge of the Gaeil is suspect. This 
is demonstrated in his asides -
usquebach' for uisce beatha, Arthur 

Griffith as a hard-line republican, and 
Sinn F6in as a synonym for Irish 
Volunteers. 

He is not unique in this - some 
British leading academics believe that 
Sinn Fein bombed the 'mainland' in 
1883! 

The Catholic Church at parish level is 
painted in heroic hues. It preached the 
"ancient Catholic virtue of Holy 

Poverty" to those it converted to "loyal 
subjects". (The hierarchy had a 'lets-be-
eve r - so -cha r i t ab l e - to - the - r i ch -and-
powerful' strategy, complementing the 

Colm Toibin 

. The Irish fc 
Famine 

'ancient Catholic virtue'.) 
Before dismissing John Mitchel's 

charge of "conspiracy" to use An Gorta 
M6r to clear the Gaeil from the land, Dr 
MacRaild, might have considered the 
contemporaneous capitalist successes of 
the English enclosures and Scottish 
highland clearances. 

Notwithstanding these criticisms, 
there is much to be recommended in this 
book, particularly in the chapters on 
'Politics, Labour and Participation', 
'Protestant Irish' and 'mainland' 
Orangeism. It provides British 
perspectives on the Irish in Britain, 
complementing Hickman's excellent 
treatise on Catholic education. 

1 admit a prejudice, founded on the 
publicity given to T6ibin's booklet on the 
Irish famine 

Paraphrasing Jeremy Paxman on 
BBC Radio 4, it gives "the lie to 
republican claims concerning the potato 
famine". •<>• 

The Guardian, 10 July carried a large 
illustration depicting five emaciated 
women half-dressed in rags with six 
distressed children facing three well-
dressed shadowy men. A seven to eight-
year-old girl stands on a no-horse, one-
wheeled cart without an axle. The 
caption reads "The daughter of Captain 
Kennedy, Poor Law Inspector of the 
Kilrush Union, distributes clothing to the 
evicted, November 1849." 

The intro to The Guardian piece 
declares that "the great Irish potato 
famine of the 1840s claimed a million 
lives - yet the reasons for the tragedy 
have not still been fully explored. LET 
US LAY THESE GHOSTS TO REST', 
reminiscent of 'one death is a tragedy; a 
hundred deaths are a catastrophe; a 
million are a [boring] statistic'. 

Until H i e reasons for the tragedy" 
are fully explored what gives The 
Guardian or Paxman the imprimatur to 
pontificate? 

The booklet itself is confusing. Is it 
quasi-histoiy, literary criticism, political 
treatise, a plea for better research, or as 
the publicity referred to above implies, a 
meandering exercise in sycophancy - all 
in 15,000 words? 

An odd mixture of 
benefit and doubt 
Peter Berresford Ellis reviews T h e 
IRA And Its Enemies: 
violence and community in 
Cork, 1916-1923 by Peter Han, 
Clarendon Press, Oxford £40 hbk 

THERE IS little doubt that this is a good 
source book, replete in footnotes and 
bibl l#j4? M W°k T1*0 & 
a professol- of history, It is one of those 
books that provides .important 
background material for those who wish 

to go further into the subject. 
One of the problems is that professor 

Hart sets out to be 'fair' to all sides; an 
impossible task. As a result, I am 
reminded of Aesop's fable about the man 
taking his donkey to market who winds 
up pleasing no one and losing his donkey 
into the bargain. 

I was nearly lost after the chapter on 
Kilmichael in which British propaganda 
is treated seriously and Tom Barry 
emerges as a ruthless war criminal, 
personally shooting wounded, helpless 
soldiers and relishing the task. 

fcWMWtf 
Cork City on 1 J/12 December 1920 is 
dismissed in one sentence on p 99: 

"After an Auxiliary section was badly 
shot up at Dillon's Cross on 11 
December, their comrades burned 
Patrick Street and the City Hall, 
murdered two IRA men in their beds, 
and shot five other people." 

Those readers able to refer to my 
article in the December, 1989, issue of 
the Irish Democrat will see how 
distorted this single-line reference to a 
major event is. This might call into 
question the entire accuracy of the book 
for if the author gets it so wrong here, 
what else is wrong? 

I'm prepared to givt him the benefit' 
the doubt: there is much worthwhile in ' 

this study but check it out from the 
source notes before engraving it in stone. 

Welcome return for 
Irish history classic 

Sally Richardson reviews T h e I r ish 
Republ ic by Dorothy Macardle, 
Wolfhound Press, £40.00 hbk 

THIS MASSIVE work, out of print for 
nearly forty years, was first published in 
1937 and it says a great deal for its 
author that it remains so fresh. As a 
definitive account of the period 1916-
1923 it could hardly be bettered. 

Dorothy Macardle - herself a 
republican activist - knew and had 
access to many participants in these 
events and, in addition, carried out a 
formidable amount of research. Written 
from a republican perspective, she is 
scrupulously fair to her opponents. 

Although she was close to the action 
(she started woik on her book just a few 
years after the civil war) she has a sense 
of historical perspective, a sure political 
grasp and her analysis is scorchingly 
incisive. 

This is history with a majestic sweep. 
The narrative moves along at a cracking 
pace; yet Macardle packs it with a huge 
amount of detail. She produces a mine of 
information, but never loses sight of the 
broader picture. And what a panorama 
she paints! 

She has a natural flair for the 
dramatic and vivid but never loses her 
scholarly grip. Her text is illuminated 
with extensive and well-chosen quotes 
from primary sources, and reproduces a 
number of documents in full as an 
appendix. 

Macardle is particularly strong when 
dealing with the civil war. She places the 
blame for it firmly at the door of the 
British, and traces their machinations 

through the Treaty and onwards. "The 
gratification of British Ministers... was 
undisguised", she writes of the attack by 
the Free State troops on the republicans 
in the Four Courts. The British, unable to 
complete the subjugation of Ireland, had 
split the resistance to it and got the Free 
State to do their dirty work by carrying 
on where they had been forced to leave 
o f f . 

Just two quibbles. The first is the 
price. Although worth every penny, a lot 
of people don't have 40 quid to spend on 
a book, and this book deserves to be read 
as widely as possible. The other is the 
lack of biographical information about 
the author. Dorothy Macardle was an 
interesting figure in her own right -
surely she deserves more than just a 
paragraph on the back flap of the dust 
jacket? 

wi 

1 

A United Irishman who 
helped build Australia 
Pegeen O'Sullivan reviews A Rebel 
Hand: Nicholas Deianey of 
1798 from Ireland to 
Australia by Patricia and Frances 
Owen, Banner £7.45 pbk 

THIS MODEST book, written by the 
great-great grand daughter of Nichols 
Delaney and her daughter, serves three 
pprpogpt. It preserves the memory of a 
minor United Irishman, gives an account 
of the contribution of the United 
Irishmen exiles to the making of 
Australia and is a family record. 

The illustrations, particularly the 
Irish ones, are excellent 

Its special interest for Irish Democrat 
readers lies in the Act that Nicholas 
Delaney was one of the illiterate 
peasants of Ireland who were inspired by 
the ideas of the United Irishmen and who 
fought for the cause with resilience as 
well as courage. 

Although there is n0»iecoid of his 
taking the oath he is constantly referred 
to as having a gun which indicates either 
a position or at least initiative on his part 

We more often read of those who left 
their own record: here the authors have 
pieced together Delaney's proud story of 
struggle, sacrifice and survival from 
official records in Ireland and Australia. 

Delaney was a native of south 
WickkM, <4 Debtor 'of the Sthiggle' less' 
often- Studied ami whert: guerrilla war 
continued after the defeat df the United 
Irishmen. 

When finally he wi s caught and tried 
in 1799, it was his great good fortune to 
be shopped by a notorious informer, 
Biddy Nolan, who by that tim£ had Men 
exposed as such a liar that Delaney's 
death sentence was commuted to 
transportation to Australia for seven 
years. 

After 16 months of hell in jail 
Delaney sailed for Australia in a 
(ransport ship which, if appalling by 
objective standards, was far better than 
most 

In Australia this illiterate Irishman 
acquitted himself well, leaving his marie 
on the building of embryonic Sydney 
and founding a family, members of 
which have rescued his memoty in this 
book".' ' i > f i! '. i , : < i ( ; j i > >• i 

• A IRebet Hahd i i available frohv 
Banner, 30 Thortifield Road, Ldndon 
W l 2 8JA priced £8.45 inc. p&p. 
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Under the 
Jack Bennett reviews G r e e n 
English: Ireland's influence 
on the English language by Loreto 
Todd, O'Brien Press, £16.99pbk 

A COUPLE visiting an art gallery were 
viewing portraits of well-known people 
by top photographers. How many of 
them could they recognise? The girl 
paused at one with a thoughtful look and 
said: "Who's this now that is?" 

She was Irish, of course. Few people 
reared in Ireland could fail to twig on to 
the subtle nuance expressed in her 
words. Most English people would find 
it puzzling, or at least quaint. 

'Twig on '? What ' s ' twig '? To 
understand, of course. The Oxford 
dictionary says it is of 'unknown origin'. 
But the author of this book suggests 
convincingly that it derives from the 
Irish root 'Tuig'. An dtuigeann tu? 

Loreto Todd is critical of those 
linguists who dismiss lightly the 
contribution of the Celtic languages to 
English - both in vocabulary and in 

influence 
grammatical structure. She argues that 
much of that influence "has been 
overlooked and underestimated by 
scholars who did not know - or perhaps 
did not even want to know - the Celtic 
languages". 

Her book is a glorious, long essay on 
the whole subject. She is obviously in 
love with language, with English as it is 
spoken in Ireland, with Irish and its 
influence on English in England and 
world-wide, and her love for Irish comes 
out tops in this scholarly yet lovely work. 

To quote too many of her examples 
would be to give away too much. She 
springs a few surprises, and some of her 
discoveries are both startling and 
original, yet persuasive. 

Long ago in Belfast, many 
housewives kept a bucket for food scraps 
such as potato skins to be collected by a 
man with a donkey and cart - and a 
terrible stench - for feeding pigs. He was 
known as the 'brock man'. The Gaelic 
origin of 'brock' is here explained. 

The survival in Ireland of 
Elizabethan pronunciation and words -

Book reviews 

long forgotten in England - is well 
covered in this book. The northerner (of 
any sort) who says 'You dirty baste' for 
'beast ' , or 'raisin' for 'reason', is 
reproducing the speech of Shakespeare. 

My wife's father, from Tyrone, 
always pronounced "the wind' like 
Shakespeare - to rhyme with 'kind'. 
n« j r and floor were always 'dour' and 
fluer'. Everywhere in Ireland, the word 

'whore ' is 'hoore' - as it is for 
Shakespeare's melancholy Jaques. 

A highly cultured Dublin academic, 
well known to readers of the Democrat, 
pronounces 'treaty' as 'tray-ety' -
another good Elizabethan survival. 

As a linguist, Loreto Todd follows 
the now politically correct view of all 
languages, but her illustrations could 
give you to think that standard English, 
or rigidly 'standardised English', is 
defective in that it rejects much of the 
potential richness of its inheritance 
Some would say that the same goes for 
official standardised Dublin civil service 
Irish. 

She does not say so herself, but again 
a heretic thought is provoked. There is, 
surely, a sort of 'semi-literacy' among 
the highly literate - such as Oxbridge 
dons - when they emasculate the 
language of all words not familiar on the 
playing fields of Eton. 

A splendid edition of Shakespeare's 
works published by Oxford in 1986 was 
marred by 'modernisations' that were 
quite unnecessary, except for the semi-
literate. 

Richard III calls Richmond 'a white 
livered runagate". This is 'translated' as 
'renegade' - replacing a scornful and 
contemptuous term with a much blander 
one the editors think their students will 

understand. Yel runagate' is still current 
in pans (it Ulster 

Marchpane' was certainly known in 
Belfast and Antrim in recent times, but 
we are given "marzipan'. Shakespeare 
called porcupines 'porpent ines ' , but 
we're not allowed by the editors to know 
this' Arrogance is surely shown when 
"afeured" is always made "afraid'. 

In Belfast the saying is, 'He'd give 
you the jaundies'. When Agamemnon 
says "Princes, what grief hath set the 
jaundies on your cheeks?' what do we 
get'.' Jaundice, of course. (Bah!) 
"Yonker" - prevalent in Ulster - is 
excised from the language in favour of 
'youngster'. 

Loreto Todd regrets the loss of much 
of this among the youth of today, but I'd 
be amazed if "to mitch' was on its way 
out It was the only word known in 
schools in Belfast for the practice when 1 
was there. When to 'play truant' 
appeared in English comics, it called for 
a translation: "That means to mitch'. 

Whate\er riches of language are 
doomed to disappear, this book is an 
important contribution to preserving 
much of them, and the publishers. 
O'Brien Press, are promising a 
paperback edition in the near future. 

War, war, war. Greed, greed, greed 
Money, money, money. 
Royalty, royalty, royalty. 
Advert, advert, advert. Capital, 
capital, capital. War, war, war. 
Greed, greed, greed. Money, 
money, money. Royalty, royalty, 
royalty. Advert, advert, advert. 
Capital, capital, capital. War, war, 
war. Greed, greed, greed. Money, 
money, money. Royalty, royalty, 
royalty. Advert, advert, advert. 

Capital, capital, capital. War, war, war. 
8v ^ ^ Greed, greed, greed 

You want something different? 
Then try the 

ferHihg star!! 
, . 1 Arrf lp igh Ro.id, London N1 4HS • Tel 0171 254 0033 • Fax 0171 254 5950 

Email m o r i t a f e g o o 2 .poptp l .o rg .uk • Websi te h t tp : / /www.popte l .org .uk /morn ing star 

The Irish Language in 
northern Ireland 

The PolltioflflCuiturc and Identity 

CaraIHe C. O'Reilly 

Short history of the 
Irish language 
Ruairi 6 Domhnaill reviews T h e 
Story of the Irish Language by 
Edward Purdon, Merrier Press, £4.99 

AS THE author uses a pseudonym and 
provides no footnotes, it is difficult to ; 

conlfifqfytys .afjjftppty ajnd (tie jt^uroe$.<He/ 
assort;, t ^ t t h e t p ^ i n cpnCphpfory factors, 
in the weakening of Gpeilge were the' 
dearth of literature, and consequently the 

isolation of dialects. In the 20th century, 
adherents of colloquial dialects engaged 
in internecine conflict: -
Ta bias gan ceart ag an gConnachtach; 
ta ceart gan bias ag an Ultach; 
nil ceart na bias ag an Laighneach; 
ta ceart agus bias ag an Muineach. 

The author supports my hypothesis 
that in the 1950s, Gaeilge had reached a 
near-ideal state. But he does not explain 
why some "so-and-so" introduced that 

^plotpi»le,i4nii^llj»ibl|»c|p)IJqp>an»qh 
#»hich: <, c p n s ^ q u e n f ' y ' M ; » I jt^e 

, margin^,sation of the,sifiiu,(fada)andtq 
millions of errors. 

If you doubt that millions of 

typographical errors resulted, check the 
James Connolly commemorative 
postage stamps. 

The clo Romanach has butchered 
Gaeilge for my generation. Those 
privileged to remain in Ireland failed to 
maintain this invaluable asset. Our very 
names are debased to pseudo-Anglicised 
gobbledegook. 

The more perspicacious among us, 
like the author's parents, recognise 

: ^<?aei lg<?heingi ' lof e c p n w w : qr" 
• f e p m r n e n j i a U T h e 'feip9rtomioally>' 
i .i(iactiy(" jp-)Ireland, should beware,,as 

they also are "of no economic or 
commercial value. 

FIRST PUBLISHED in hardback in 1993 under a slightly different title, the arrival of 
a papettiack edition of Women of Ireland: Image and Experience c. 1880-1920 by 
Myrtle Hill & Vivienne Pollock (Blackstaff Press. £14.99) is most welcome. 

This fascinating and beautiful collection of black and white photographs reflects 
the many-faceted experience of Irish women of all classes and communities 
throughout this period of considerable change. 

The photographs are divided by subject: home & family, the world of paid work, 
leisure and culture, education, religion, health and welfare and politics and war, and 
are accompanied by detailed notes. Each chapter includes an useful introductory 
essay. 

The photograph above, from the Keogh Collection, shows members of the Irish 
Women Workers' Union outside Liberty Hall in Dublin sometime during 1913. Delia 
Larkin, sister of the great Irish trade-union leader Jim Larkin. is seated at the centre 
of the front row. DG 

them as a basis for organising a book -
not least because, as the author herself 
points out, one person or group may 
employ all of these lines of argument at 
some time. 

I also have a problem with Camille 
O'Reilly's free-market model of social 
relations, in which people are seen as 
constantly competing to be 'top dog'. 
Thus, for example, she describes people 
as "accumulating cultural and symbolic 
capital" by acquiring a gold fainne (the 
ring brooch that indicates a degree of 
fluency in the language) or passing 
exams in the language. 

This view of people's motivation 
simply does not match my perception of 
people's attitudes in the many Irish 
language classes I have attended in 
Belfast. 

These reservations aside, the book 
does contain some clearly-written 
chapters with many insightful 
observations. Thus, it will be of use to 
others who are studying the language 
movement. 

The movement is a very interesting 
phenomenon, far more diverse than 
outsiders would imagine. Though many 
republicans have learnt Irish, particularly 
in jail, it is far from being a republican 
preserve. Rather, it has provided a way 
of being Irish for many nationalists who 
could not identify with the armed 
struggle. 

For many years the language was the 
concern of a dedicated but tiny group of 
people, but 30 years of conflict have 
transformed it into a symbol of Irishness 
for the entire nationalist community. The 
number of fluent speakers is still quite 
small, but the number of 'wannabes' is 
boundless! 

• Liz Curtis lives in Belfast and writes 
an Irish-language column for the Irish 
Post 

Culture and identity 
Liz Curtis reviews T h e I r ish 
Language in Northern 
Ireland: the politics of 
culture and identity by Camille 
C. O'Reilly, Macmillan, £45 hbk 

I FIND this book very difficult to review. 
It is an academic book at an academic 
price, and as such it will be inaccessible 
both to general readers and to the 
members of the Irish language 
community who are its subject. It does, 
however, contain much interesting 
material. 

Camille O'Reilly is a young 
American academic who lived in Belfast 
in the early 1990s and wrote a thesis on 
the Irish language movement. The thesis 
forms the basis of this book. 

My personal view is that with the 
wide range of interviews she has 
gathered, it would be more useful if the 
author had put together a straightforward 
account of the language movement as 
she found it in the early 1990s, naming 
people and describing their activities and 
attitudes. 

Instead she has left her interviewees 
anonymous, even when they are well ' 
known activists, and has applied 
discourse theory to the interviews, 
arranging them on the basis of the 
arguments they contain rather than on 
the basis of who said what and in what 
context. 

I have to admit that I am prejudiced 
against discourse theory, which in my 
view makes things more, rather than less, 
difficult to understand. Doubtless my 
difficulties stem from a different political 
background. 

In her introduction, Camille O'Reilly 

explains: "For the most part, 'ideology' 
tends to be associated with the Marxist 
tradition, while 'discourse' belongs to a 
poststructuralist paradigm. The concept 
of ideology is rooted in action theory and 
is part of an attempt to grasp the way in 
which unequal power relations are 
maintained with minimal use of direct 
force or coercion. The concept of 
discourse, on the other hand, came into 
social theory f rom linguistics. It is part of 
an attempt to understand how language 
not only reflects or conveys social 
experience, but actually constitutes 
social subjects and social relations." 

Put simply, she identifies three types 
of arguments used by language activists 
to advance their cause: that the language 
is a necessary part of decolonisation, that 
it is culturally important for its intrinsic 
beauty, and that it is a civil right. 

While it is useful to identify these 
strands, I have reservations about using 

http://www.poptel.org.uk/morning
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Letters to the Editor 
W r i t e to: The Editor, Irish Democrat, c/o 244 Gray's Inn Road, London W C 1 X 8JR 

or email at: connolly@geo2.poptel.org.uk 

k w n - o m 
Seamus 6 Cionnfhaola 

An Cuiifhionn 
The Maiden of the 
Fair-flowing Locks 

A deeper purpose? 
I 'VE FOLLOWED will, s,v:(» micrv i 
t h e d e b a t e o n D i d i l \e A n e i e f f l CVtf* 

i-xist?" (ID June/Jiil> l and the e\oftaiuje 
ot l e t t e r s b e t w e e n Petei Benvs t ' u rd I Il ls 

and Dr James (,S<o/wim/j. i.'W, i 
Dr James has entangled hinisell in a 

web (if his own contradictions His line 
ot argument is contused and 
inconsistent. 

Dr James also pursues a deeper 
purpose than just deining the existence 
of the ancient Celts. The question lie 
makes central to his argument, whether 
the Celts in the isles called themseKes 
Celts or not. and a hypothetical answer 
to it, is completely irrelevant: e \en if the 
answer would be in the negative, this 
would not refute the fact that the> were 
Celts. Peter Berresford Ellis has put forth 
his argument clearly to show this. 

Interesting, and a ke\ to the real 
purpose behind ostensible reasoning 
under the cloak of academic learning, is 
to me the timing Dr James (and John 
Collis) have chosen to give the world 
their new tidings. It is just at the time 
when the Celtic peoples have started to 
demand basic rights as laid down in the 
international charters and. along with it. 
basic human rights embedded in them -
the right to self-determination and tile-
right to exercise their own Celtic 
languages and cultures that have been 
denied them so fiercely for centuries. 

The attempt Dr James makes in 
refute the fact that iron-age peoples in 
these isles were Celts, and his thesis that 

Sunshine in August 
Derek Humphries review s LUIUM In 
'.unasa, CD LSA()<)/ 

THE SETS on this, the band's debut 
album, are named after Irish months of 
the year and are generally drawn from 
traditional sources. with an 
intermingling of Breton and 
contemporary compositions 

Delightful arrangements provide a 
certain immediacy and freshness. gi\ ing 
even traditional tunes a new and 
contemporary feel. The musicians John 

ihc concept ot being Cel t ic is a modem 

and loniant.ic invent ion, tries to do away 

the iust i l ic. t l .Hm the Cel ts have tor 

m a k i n g these demands. 

I agree with Dr James that an 
overhaul of icccivcd insular history is 
needful and that nationalism should be 
the subject of searching critique. The 
Celtic movement has stated this overhaul 
and has re-e\;nnined historiography and 
started to free it from its distortions, the 
grcatcsi ol which is to deny that the 
ancient Celts did not exist. 

II this planet is to be a multi-cultural 
house ol cultures and peoples it implies 
that the Celts and their attached culture 
have the right to their own quarter like 
anv other. 

I am glad that Peter Berresford Ellis's 
clear analvsis has once again unmasked 
l)r James, and I am alwav s amazed at the 
vv.iv that he sees through seemingly 
rational arguments that are put forth for 
specific political purposes. 

Kuairidh Muileach 
(iiessen-Lahn, Germany 

(Correspondence on this issue is now 
closed i 

Patriot and socialist 
IT WAS wilh sadness I heard of the 
death ol Eamonn McLaughlin (Irish 

McSherrv. Scan Smith. Mike 
Mc( ioldrick (pipes. fiddle. 
f l u l cAvh i s i l c i . D o n o g h H e n n e s s y a n d 

T r e v o r Hu tch inson ( a c o u s t i c g u i t a r , 

double bass) integrate well and 
comp lemen t each other. E a c h i n s t r u m e n t 

is allowed to assert a leading role, 
vv ithout sense of competition. 

Ciivai loot-tapping stuff. 

Dancing with style 
Sully Rielniiihiiii review s T h e 
D a n c e r s Danc ing by Eilfs Ni 
Dhiiihlwe. liltn Ulall I'ress. £7.99 pbk 

THIS NOVEL is set in I972 in the 
Donegal (iaeltacht: voting people from 
various parts of Ireland are to spend the 
summer awav from home at an Irish-
language college. 

Here wc find the joys and tribulations 
we all experienced in our early teens -
living lo break free from authority, first 
encounters with the opposite sex, the 
embarrassments and awkwardnesses of 

Demoerat June/July 99), a friend of 
almost 50 years. My sorrow at his 
passing was deepened by my inability, 
due to illness, to attend his funeral. 

Eamonn and I met at London 
Transports's overhaul works in Acton in 
1952. As Ulstermen, he from Derry and 
I from Donegal, we immediately hit it 
off. We both shared a common interest in 
events in the six counties and at the 
injustices and denial of civil liberties 
suffered by nationalists there. 

Eamonn was general secretary of the 
Connolly Association at this time and 
enrolled me as a member. He soon had 
me involved in activities to do something 
about the 'Northern Ireland' situation. 

He organised lunch-time, factory-
gate meetings at the engineering works 
in the Acton area to put the facts and urge 
support for an inquiry into the abuses. 
We also addressed many trade union 
f i n c h e s , attended many lobbies of 
parliament and met various sympathetic 
MPs and shadow Home Secretaries. We 
were particularly active on the cases of 
Mallon and Talbot, two young men 
charged with the murder of a policeman 
in Tyrone. 

Like myself, Eamonn became a 
member of the National Union of 
Railwaymen. In West Ealing No 2 

growing up. Orla, the protagonist, feels 
herself to be a fat lump beside her pretty, 
well-dressed friend Aisling. 

Although a long way from home, 
these young people can't leave their 
backgrounds behind. Pauline and 
Jacqueline, from Derry, vainly try to 
explain the Troubles' to Dublin girls 
Orla and Aisling. Orla won't tell anyone 
the truth about her embarrassing parents 
and is constantly trying to avoid her 
eccentric auntie Annie who lives near the 
college. 

The past resonates constantly in the 
present and the home lives and past 
histories of the characters are interwoven 
with the here and now. An old cutting 
from a local paper tells Orla of how a 
relation of hers was condemned to hang 
for infanticide. 

A good deal of the pleasure of this 
book comes from fell's Ni Dhuibhne's 
understanding of the teenage mind 
combined with her luxuriant, evocative 
prose. She has the ability to write 
descriptively without ever letting the 
story get strangled in the lushness of the 
language. It all makes for a richly 
enjoyable read. 

Anniversary Parade 
Chris Maguire selects some notable 
dates for October and November 
October 3 IRA and INLA prisoners end 
their hunger strike after 10th prisoner 
dies, 1981; Sean 6 Riarda, composer, 
dies 1971 
October 5 The civil rights organisation 
People's Democracy formed 1969. The 
group's elected leaders included 
Bemadette Devlin, Eammon McCann 
and Michael Farrell 
October I Charles Stewart Parnell, 
politician, dies Brighton, 1891, aged 45. 
Sinn F6in MP Gerry Adams born 
Belfast, 1948 
October 8 Sean MacBride receives 
Nobel peace prize, 1974. 
October 9 Captured Marxist 
revolutionary with Irish ancestory 
(Lynch) , . f ipes to . Che Gufvai% \ & 
murdered by Bolivian troops, 1967 
October 12 IRA bombs Grand Hotel, 
Brighton, 1984. Margaret Thatcher and 
senior cabinet ministers narrowly escape 

branch we won support for an inquiry 
into the misrule in the six counties and 
got support for a rally in Trafalgar 
Square where the chief speaker was 
Gerry Fitt MP. Eamonn and I also made 
contributions. 

Because of our activity in the branch 
we had many resolutions on Ireland 
carried and forwarded to head office. As 
a result, the NUR became a very 
sympathetic and powerful supporter of 
the demands for justice and civil rights in 
Northern Ireland and is still supportive. 

A very gifted person, Eamonn was a 
genuine lover of humanity. All men and 
women, irrespective of race, creed or 
colour, were accepted by him as friends 
and equals. A fervent patriot and 
socialist, he worked and made 
contributions in every field where he had 
influence. 

Eamonn was a close and valued 
friend, whom I mourn and shall miss 
very much. To Barbara, his wife and 
partner, I offer my sincere sympathy. But 
she can remember Eamonn in the words 
of Tom Paine: "The world is my country, 
mankind my brethren, to do good my 
religion." This was certainly Eamonn's 
philosophy. May he rest in peace. 

Tom Leonard 
London 

* * 

by Eamonn McLaughlin 

This hand was on a strong right 
arm, 
I cut it off and flung it to the north 
And thereby claimed the land. 

Ah, it was a mad bloody deed. 
I heard it was for a while a symbol 
Fiercely used in wicked times. 

But now, tell me you 
Newcomers to this otherness, 
Is it, as I must suppose, 
Long forgotten in a land of peace? 

• Eamonn McLaughlin, trade 
union activist, campaigner for Irish 
freedom and writer died earlier this 
year (see ID June/July 1999). 

This, one of his last poems, was 
kindly given to the paper for 
publication by his widow, Barbara. 

death; The Boer War begins, 1899 
October 14 Eammon de Valera bom 
Manhattan, New York of Spanish father 
and Limerick mother, 1882 
October 18 United Irishmen formed in 
Belfast, 1791 
October 20 The Guildford Four, Gerry 
Conlon, Carol Richardson, Patrick 
Armstrong and Paul Hill, freed after 14 
years of wrongful imprisonment 
October 23 Samuel Beckett, playwright, 
wins Nobel Prize for literature; Maxwell 
Henry Close, geologist, born Dublin 
1822; anarchists Sacco and Vanzctti se it 
to the electric chair in US, 1927 
October 25 Terence MacSwiney, Loru 
Mayor of Cork, dies in Brixton prison 
after 78 days on hunger strike, 1922 
November 1 Kevin Barry, republican, 
executed by the British, aged 18,1920. 
November 2 Private James Daly, 
ConridUght sty>t at dawn for his 

part in the Indian mutiny, 1920; G.B. 
Shfw r playwright, dies at Ayot • St. 
Lawrence, 1950 
November 8 Bram Stoker, author and 

ALTHOUGH THIS song has been 
attributed tp Muiris O Duagain, an Irish 
bard who lived near Benburb in the 
county of Tir Eoin around the middle of 
the seventeenth century, it is probably of 
greater antiquity. 

This song was heard in my own 
district of Ring in Co. Waterford where I 
attended school 70 years ago. 

An bhfeaca tu an cuiifhionn 
'si ag siul ar na bdithre, 

Maidin gheal druchta 
's gan smut ar a broga: 

Is m6 oganach sul ghlas 
ag tnu le f phosadh, 

Ach ni bhfaghidh siad mo run sa 
ar an gcuntas is d6igh leo. 

An bhfeaca tu mo bhdbdn, 
la brea 'si na haonar, 

A cul dualach, dris lanaeh, 
go slinnedn sios 16i. 

Mill ar an 6ig bhean, 
's ros brea na headan. 

's is d6igh le gach spriosan 
gur leanan leis fein 1. 

An Bhfeaca tu mo sp&r bhean 
's i taobh leis an tonn, 

Fainni 6ir ar a mearai 
's i reiteach a cinn. 

Se dubhairt an Paorach 
'bhi na mhaor ar an long, 

Go mbfearr leis aige fein i, 
na Iiire gan roinn. 

Foe loir (vocabulary) 
Boithre (roads); bhiban (love); na 
fe&onar(aione);go slinnean (down to her 
waist); 

Speir bhean (a heavanly woman); 
spriosan (a cad); maor (a steward); fainni 
oir (gold rings); 6ganach sul ghlas 
(green-eyed youth); mo run sa (my love); 
smut ar a br6ga (polished shoes, not 
dirty); an Paorach (a man named Power). 

Countries and nationalities 
(i) without the article: £ire (Ireland), 
Eireannach (Irish); Sasana (England), 
Sasanach (English); Alba (Scotland), 
Albanach (Scottish); Meiricea 
(America), Meiricednach (American). 

(ii) with the article: An Fhrainc 
(France), Francach (French); An 
Ghearmdin (Germany), Gearmdnach 
(German); An Spdinn (Spain), 
Sp&inneach (Spanish); An Iod&l (Italy), 
Iodilach (Italian); An Ruis (Russia), 
Ruiseach (Russian). 

creator of Dracula, born Dublin, 1847 
November 10 Padraig Pearse, 
educationalist and revolutionary 
nationalist, born today, 1879 
November 11 Ned Kelly, outlaw, hanged 
at Melbourne gaol, 1880 
November 16 The Anglo-Irish Treaty 
signed by Collins, Griffith and co. 
ratified in the British House of 
Commons by a majority of 343,1921 
November 19 Theobald Wolfe Tone, 
United Irish leader, dies in prison after 
cutting his own throat a week earlier, 
1798. The British authorities h id refused 
Tone's request to be shot like a soldier. 
November 20 Brendan Behan's play The 
Quare Fellow first performed at the Pike 
Theatre Club, Dublin 1954 
November 23 Allan, Larkin & O'Brien, 
the 'Manchester Martyrs' hanged, 1867 
November 28 Sinn Flin founded by 
A r M Griffith, d9p5 , , i H J i 

November 30 Mqnagha^-boro , poet 
Pa)ric|c, Kavaoagh dies in Dublin aged 
63, 1967; blueshirt leader Eoin O'Dufly 
born, 1892 

I 1 

j Join the | 
| Connolly Association j 

The Connol ly Association is the oldest Irish campaigning ' 
organisation in Britain. Membership costs £10 per year; j 
£ 1 2 for joint membership. (£6 joint unwaged), or £5 for | 
individual students, unemployed and pensioners. 

| Membership includes a tree subscription to the Irish j 
I Democrat. I 
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Gerard Curran's songs page 

The Irish Rover 
This one is for Jack Fleming of Stoke and Trent who was 
unable to attend the Greaves School in Dublin this year 
as he is convalescing from a major operation. Asked 
what song he would like to see in the next Democrat, he 
replied promptly. 'The Irish Rover'. So Here it is. 

In the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and six. 
We set sail from the coal Quay of Cork, 
We were sailing away with a cargo of bricks 
For the grand city hall in New York. 
We'd an elegant craft. It was rigged fore and aft. 
And how die trade winds drove her, 
She had twenty-three masts and she stood several 
blasts, 
And they called her the Irish Rover. 

There was Barney Magee from the banks of the Lee; 
There was Hogan from the County Tyrone. 
There was Johnny McGurk who was scared stiff of 
work, 
And a chap from Westmeath named Malone. 
There was slugger O'Toole, who was drunk as a rule, 
And fighting Bill Tracey from Dover, 
And your man Mick McCann from the banks of the 
Bann. 

Was the skipper on the Irish Rover. 

(Traditional) 

Come to The Bower 
This song was a call to Irishmen and women abroad, 
especially in America, to come back to the home 
country to win our final freedom from oppression and 
tyranny. Nowadays, Irish firms of 'head-hunters' are 
scanning the horizon for people with computer skills to 
come to help the thriving Irish and American software 
companies. This song should help the newcomers 
understand our tradition of resistance. 

Will you come to the bower o 'er the free boundless 
ocean 
Where the stupendous waves roll in thunder and 
motion, 
Where the mermaids are seen and the fierce tempest 
Gather to love Erin, the green land of our fathers 

Chorus 
Will you come, will you, will you come to the bower 

Will you come to the Land of O'Neill and O'Donnell 
The patriot soldiers of Tirowen and Tirconnell 
Where Brian drove the Danes and St. Patrick the vermin 
And whose valleys remain most beautiful and charming 

Chorus 

You can visit Benburb and tne storied Blackwater 
Where Owen Roe met Munroe and his chieftains of 
slaughter 
You may ride on the tide o'er the broad majestic 
Shannon 
You may sail round Lough Neagh and see storied 
Dungannon 

Chorus 

You can visit New Ross, gallant Wexford and Gorey 
Where the green was last seen by proud Saxon and Tory 
Where the sail is sanctified by the blood of each true 
man 
Where they died satisfied, their enemies, they would not 
run from. 

Chorus 

Will you come and awake our lost land from its 
slumbers 
And her fetters we will break, links that long are 
encumbered 
And the air will resound with Hosannas to greet you 
On the shores will be found gallant Irishmen to meet 
you. 

Chorus 

The Old Ways Are 
Changing 
There used to be a great tradition among travellers and 
gypsies. If something happens, make a song about it. 
Hostility to the gypsy way of life has become so 
endemic, only tough 'off loaders'(Jack Straw's words) 
can survive. The changed attitude was reflected by 
Ewan McColl in this song from a gypsy original. (This 
song also appears it: 'Songs from The Roadside', 
published by Redlake Press) 

The old ways are changing, you cannot deny, 
The day of the traveller's over 
There's nowhere to go, there's nowhere to bide, 
So farewell to the life of the rover. 

Farewell to the tent and the old caravan 
To the tinker, the gypsy and the travelling man, 
Farewell to the life of the rover. 

Farewell to the cant and the travelling tongue, 
Farewell to the Romany talking, 

The buying and selling, the old fortune telling, 
The knock on the door and the hawking 

You've got to move fast to keep up with the times, 
For these days, a man cannot dander, 
There's a bylaw to say, you must be on your way 
And another to say you can't wander. 

Farewell to besoms of heather and broom, 
Farewell to the creel and the basket 
The folks of to-day would far rather pay 
For a thing that's been made out of plastic. 

Farewell to the pony, the cob and the mare, 
The reins and the harness are idle. 
You don't need a strap when you're breaking up scrap. 
So farewell to the bit and the bridle. 

© McColl 

Joe Hill 
Paul Robeson's recording of Joe HiU, and its regular 
inclusion in performances by the singer, helped to 
ensure that the 'Vbbbties' activist's message became a 
rallying cry for organised labour throughout the world. 
The words to the song were written by Alfred Hayes 
with music by Eart Robinson. 

I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night dive as you or trie 
Said I, "But Joe p u t e Jen years dead," * 1 

"I never died," said he, "I never died," said he 

'In Salt Lake, Joe, says t, him standing by my bed 
They framed you on a murder charge, 
Says Joe "But I ain't dead', says Joe "But I ain't dead.' 

The copper bosses killed you Joe, They shot you Joe' 
says I. 
Takes more than guns to kill to kill a man,' 
Says Joe, 'I didn't die,' says Joe, 'I didn't die' 

And standing there as big as life, and smiling with his 
eyes 
Joe says "What they forgot to kill 
Went on to organise, went on to organise'. 

'Joe Hill ain't dead' he says to me. 'Joe Hill ain't never 
died' 
Where working men are out on strike 
Joe Hill is at their side, Joe Hill is at their side 

From San Diego up to Maine, in every mine and mill 
Where workers strike and organise 
Says he 'You'll find Joe Hill', says he, 'You'll find Joe 
HiU.' 

Celtic Art Cards 
Christmas and New Yfear Cards 

U- ' • • . -S[ , . 

Pack off ten cards (various designs) £5.50 
(price Includes p&p) - UK only 

Cheques payable to Northampton Connolly Association 
(Single design packs available on request) 

All greetings In English and Irish 
Available from: Northampton Connolly Association, 

5 Woodland Avenue, Abingdon, 
Northampton NN3 2BY. 

Tel. 01604 715793 
email: pmcelt@compuserve.com 

Also available: Celtic art greetings, St Patrick's Day 
and Beannachtaf cards 

All cards tfitfdifcJBd ty the'lHdrtColVitounity Arts 
Project (non profit) 

Four Provinces 

244 Gray's Inn Road, London 
WC1X 8JR 

tel: 0171 833 3022 
For a wide selection of Irish-interest books on history, 

politics, literature, biography and music,, seasonal cards 
in Irish and English, mugs, badges, Irish language 

materials, music tapes and CDs and calendars. 

James Connolly & Wolfe Tone mugs 
£3.50 each, £6 the pair 

James Connolly, CA 60th anniversary badge, 
£7.99 

John Hlnde's 'Beautiful Ireland' calendars, 
£4.00 (inc. p&p) 

Songs of Irish Labour (£13), Planxty, Wolfe Tones, Bothy 
Band, Maighread Nf Dhomhnaill, Irish song collections... 

and many more 
(All prices excluding p&p unless otherwise stated) 

Open 11am-4pm, 
• I< MI Tuesday to Saturday , n 

' Mail order and catalogue available on request 

Sources said... 

PETER MULLIGAN'S regular 
trawl through the pages of 
the British press 

Institutionalised sectarianism - "The 
Unionist/RUC assumption still seems to 
be that this is 'our' society, and that 
'they' - the Catholics - are welcome to 
live in it, but on our' terms. That is 
precisely how the Met used to think 
about blacks and Asians." (editorial. 
Independent on Sunday) 

"It (Northern Ireland) 
receives a wholly disproportionate 
subsidy of £8 billion a year. One third of 
the local workforce is employed by the 
Government and another third is 
dependent on it. Public money pours 
through its factories, hospitals, 
universities, farms and tourism. Almost 
the entire province has a vested interest 
in direct rule. (Simon Jenkins, The 
Tunes) 

"Membership of 
secret societies implies grace and 
favours. H i e Home Office is treating 
with soft gloves the veiy agencies where 
there is greatest public concern about 
secret societies?' (Harry Fletcher, 
National Association of Probation 
Officers, on the Freemasons, The 
Independent) 

"Candidly, being 
colonised causes difficult moral 
historical issues and it would be narrow-
minded and ungenerous of us, the 
colonial power, not to recognise that." 
(Chris Patten, chair of the Independent 
Commission on Policing speaking about 
Hong Kong, The Independent) 

Stltt certificated guns - disarmament 
must be "followed by the removal of 
100,000-plus legally held personal 
protection weapons (PPWs) from the 
hands of the pro-British population of 
Northern Ireland." (editorial. The Times) 

Censorship - The Guardian has revealed 
that Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, has issued a record number of 
gagging orders 'Public Interest 
Immunity Certificates' to ban the 
dissemination of 'restricted' information. 
In most cases it has been to protect the 
identify of British soldiers and elite riot 
containment force members as well as 
the identities of RUC and prison service 
officers who are the subject of 
compensation claims for damages or 
assault on IRA prisoners. (Mo Mowlam 
has signed 28 gagging orders in the last 
two years.) 

The Informer - "I'm a dead man - they 
will do a better job next time. They'll 
come back and kill me. I feel truly 
betrayed. I did so many dangerous 
things, risked my life so many time, for 
the British Government." (Martin 
McGartland, informer, quoted in The 
Daily Telegraph) 

The alternative - "The prime minister 
has displayed endless patience with the 
unionists. If they are now portrayed as 
the obstacle to progress, he may not be 
so long suffering in future. . . The 
concern for many unionists is that the 
government would in effect be dusting 
down the Labour party's 1980s policy of 
'Irish Unity by Consent' - a policy 
abandoned when Tony Blair took over as 
leader." (Financial Times) 

LAST WORD 
H T o me judges seem the well paid 
watch-dogs of Capitalism, making 

,t|iipgs s^fe and !(?3sy Jfor 't(ie 'deyi) | 
Mammon. J l 

Maud Gonne 11866-1953] 
Letter to W B Yeats. 

mailto:connolly@geo2.poptel.org.uk
mailto:pmcelt@compuserve.com


lmsh CcmocRAc 
Anonn Is Anal l : T h e Peter Berresford Ellis Column 

Ireland partitioned, A 
Peter Berresford Ellis 

examines the background 

to the Treaty of Glanmire 

and discovers that 

partition is far f rom a 

20th-century development 

PARTITION. AS a means of resolv im: 
a political territorial dispute. was 
enforced in Ireland back in A I) I I IS 
in the Treats of Glanmire. The 
Partition in question was that of the 
ancient kingdom of Munihain 

(Munster. the stadr is Norse, meaning "a place' and 
was added on to the Irish name). The result was the 
emergence of the separate kingdoms of Desmond 
(Deis Mumhain = south Minister) and Thomond 
(Thuaidh Mumhain. or north Munster). 

Thomond was to be ruled by the O'Brien 
dynasty and Desmond by the MacCartln dynastv. 

Passing through Glanmire not so long ago - it 
lies four miles north-east of Cork C'ny. I asked a 
local if they could direct me to the site where the 
great armies of Ireland had gathered u itli their kings 
and princes and agreed this treaty. The local, an 
educated man, had never heard of any such event. 

I was not exactly suiprised. Look for the Treats 
of Glanmire in most history books and \ou won't 
find it mentioned. Indeed, look for Glanmire as a 
site of Munster historical interest in specialist hooks 
and you still might look in vain. It is merely a sign 
of how a lot of native Irish history has been 
discarded and thereby forgotten over the years. 

So what happened on that June day at Glanmire 
- Gleann Maghair - the valley of the plain' Why did 
the High King, the Kings of Connacht. Breilne. 
Leinster. princes of the Ui Neill of l ister. O 
Lochlainn and Eoghanacht princes and other 
notables, gather at this spot? 

What brought them there was. 111 fact, the 
culmination of a hundred and fifty years of power 
struggle created by the O'Brien dynasty who had 
attempted to abrogate Irish law to secure a central 
Irish kingship which they would dominate. 

Until the end of the l()th Century. Minister was 
a large, rich and powerful kingdom The 
Eoghanacht. the descendants ol Hoghan Mor. who 
also claimed descent from Hibhear l ionn son of 
Milesius, were the ruling dynasty, the kingship 
alternating between the heads of seven princely 
septs w ith Cashel as the ancient capital. I lie 
Eoghanacht also alternated as High Kings ol Ireland 
with the Ui Neill of the north, who claimed 
descendant from Eremon. the other son ol Milesius. 
The High kingship was a precedence ol honour 
rather than a centralised authority 

Then in AD 963 the ruler of the Dal gCais sept, 
in what was to become Thomond (basically Clare 
with areas of Limerick and Tipperary i. one 
Mathgamain mac Cennetig. sei/cd the throne of 
Munster from the Eoghanacht by military force. 

In AD 976 he was assassinated by an 
Eoghanacht prince named Maelniuad. who restored 
Eoghanacht power, until Brian Boroimhc I Born) of 
the Dil gCais killed him in AD 97K and claimed the 
Munster kingship for himself 

Brian was ambitious and ruthless Not satisfied 
with being simply King of Minister, he wanted to be 
a High King with absolute power. If he could take 
the kingship of Munster by force then he had 110 
doubts that he could likewise usurp the High 
Kingship and recreate it into a feudal, central 
authority. In this, he had the backing of the pro-
Roman clerics of the Irish Church who wanted to 
reform the church away from its decentralised 
Celtic usages. 

Brian's armies began to ravage the other Irish 
kingdoms. In A D 9W Mael Sechnaill. the III Neill 
High King, for the sake of peace recognised Brian 
B6roimhe its king of the southern half of Ireland. 
Brian used this as 'breathing space', consolidated 
his forces and then threw them against Mael 

The violence of the Dal 
gCais was extraordinary 

even by the European 
standards of the day 

Sechnaill's forces in the north, forcing him to 
surrender and abdicate. 

In 1005, Brian declared himself High King and. 
by bestowing 20 ounces of gold on the clergy of 
Armagh, persuaded them to support him, by openly 
acknowledging Armagh as the ecclesiastical 
primacy, something that was then disputed, 
especially by Emly in Tipperary. 

Brian's rise to power marked a break with the 
past and paved the way towards a centralised 
monarchy of all Ireland. Brian Boroimhe, whose 
Dal gCais dynasty renamed themselves after him 
(the O'Briens) was by no means recognised as a 
legitimate King. The Irish kingdoms were in a state 
of constant armed challenge to his authority. 

Dal gCais propagandists now began to 'rewrite 
history' to prove that Brian had a historical and 
legitimate authority. They made up a genealogy 
claiming the Dal gCais was an E6ghanacht sept, 
descending from Cas, son of E5ghan M6r. 

It was the conflict of the Irish Kings against 
Brian, who was seen, outside of his native 
Thomond, as a usurper, which caused the events 
leading to the Battle of Clontarf in 1014 where 
Brian won a victory over the Danes and their Irish 
allies, such as the King of Leinster. 

In that conflict the Uf Neill of the north stood 
aloof from the conflict and the D£1 gCais could 
hardly have expected widespread support from the 
other kingdoms that they had ravaged. 

In the moment of victory Briaij was killed. The 
ambitious of the O'Briens were checked and Mael 
Scchnaill of the Uf N6ill immediately reassumed the 
High Kingship. In Thomond, Brian was succeeded 

by his son Donnachadh (d. 1064) who had a tough 
time trying to follow his father's example and even 
lost his right hand in a combat trying to exert his 
authority over all Munster. Even his own family lost 
faith in him and he was finally deposed. 

Turlough O'Brien (1009-86) also tried to gain 
power against strong opposition but succeeded in 
establishing himself as High King by military force. 
However, he was defeated by the other Irish kings 
several times and was never able to assert a central 
authority. He also followed Brian's footsteps by 
sacking the Abbey off Clonmacnoise before falling 
ill and dying at Kincorra, Co. Clare. 

His son, Muirchertach, became the third and last 
O'Brien to claim the High Kingship. Muirchertach 
was a chip off the old Brian B bloc. He, too, 
plundered the Abbey at Clonmacnoise, and his raids 
on churches caused even the Archbishop of Armagh 
to intervene and condemn him. Every year, 
Muirchertach set off on summer campaigns to try to 
exert power over the other kings. The violence of 
the Dal gCais was extraordinary even by the 
European standards of the day and shook the 
political status quo to its core. After 1113 
Muirchertach O'Brien suffered several bad defeats, 
particularly from the Uf Ndill. He was also ill. 

DURING ALL this time, the 
E6ghanacht princes, the legitimate 
rulers of Munster, had been fighting 
the D£1 gCais in an attempt to regain 
the kingdom. Muirchertach's hold 
over Munstcr was now precarious for 

the E6ghanacht had found an astute leader in Prince 
Tadhg Mac Carthaigh (MacCarthy). 

Tadhg was the eldest son of Muiredach, King of 
the E6ghanacht Chasil and the great-great-grandson 
of the last E6ghanacht King of Munster, Donnchadh 
II (d. 963). By 1116 he had succeeded in creating a 
pan-Eoghanacht coalition and this was proving a 
stronger alliance than the Ddl gCais coold deal with. 

In 1118 the last O'Brien High King called on the 
kings of Ireland, demanding their support to help 
him crush Tadhg and the E6ghanacht. One wonders. 

having treated the other Kings of Ireland with such 
brute force to bring them to heel, whether 
Muirchertach really expected them to flock to his 
support in Munster? Or did he think that they would 
simply see that annihilation of the Eoghanacht as 
beneficial and momentarily forgot the Dil gCais? 

As it turned out, the Kings of Ireland simply saw 
the situation as the ideal opportunity to place the 
O'Briens in a position where their power base was 
weakened and they would not be able to continue to 
threaten the stability of the Irish political system. 

On 28 June 1113, the High King, Muirchertach 
O'Brien, and his army, were encamped at Glanmire. 
Prince Tadhg MacCarthy, with his brothers Cormac 
and Dormchadh, and the E6ghanacht army, had 
taken up positions to the west. Then the allies of the 
High King began to arrive. Toirrdelbach O Conchuir 
(Turlough O'Conor), King of Connacht, with his 
forces, was the main ally. He had his own political 
agenda to pursue. Intrigued by the O'Brien concept 
of using the High Kingship to establish a central 
political power structure, he would soon make a 
snatch at the High Kingship for the O'Conor 
dynasty. 

There was Murchadh O Mael Seachlainn, a 
prince of the Uf Neill and his army. What help 
Muirchertach thought he might expect from his 
most implacable foes is curious. 

Then there was Aodh, son of King Donnchadh O 
Ruairc of Breifne, with his army. Breifne had been 
laid waste several times by the DS1 gCais and 
regarded the Dal gCais as usurpers and 'jumped up' 
petty chieftains. 

The armies gathered around Glanmire, ready for 
the 'mother of all battles'. The High King, seeing 
the strength of the armies who had answered his 
call, was apparently confident of victory over the 
Eoghanacht princes of Munster. But the expected 
battle did not take place. The High King had been 
called before the other kings and was given an offer 
that he could not refuse. A treaty with Prince Tadhg 
MacCarthy was to be agreed. Tadhg would be 
returned his ancient capital at Cashel. But Munster 
would be partitioned between Thomond (Clare, 
with portions of Limerick and Tipperary) and the 
rest of Munster would become Desmond or south 
Munster. The O'Briens would rule in Thomond 
while the MacCarthys would rule in Desmond. 

Outwitted and ill, Muirchertach returned to the 
Dal gCais heartland, and died soon after, probably 
of pulmonary consumption, and was buried in 
Killaloe in March, 1119. No more O'Briens would 
try to usurp the High Kingship by force. 

It was now the turn of the O'Conors of Connacht 
to fulfil the role of usurping the High Kingship by 
military means. They provided three High Kings 
until the Norman invasion and afterwards the Uf 
N6ill returned and provided the last native High 
King of Ireland, Brian Ui Neill, King of Ulster, who 
was acknowledged as High King in 1258 and was 
killed by the Anglo-Normans at Catha an Duin, the 
battle of Downpatrick, in 1260. His head was sent to 
London as a battle trophy to be exhibited. 

H.A. Jeffries, in his essay Desmond: the Early 
Years and the Career of Cormac MacCarthy (Cork 
Historical and Archaeological Journal, Vol. 81, 
1983) says of the Treaty of Glanmire that it was 
"one of the most significant settlements in pre-
Norman Ireland. In national terms it transformed the 
balance of power in Connacht 's favour, and 
rendered impossible the realisation of O'Brien's 
aspirations to High Kingship." 

Tadhg I MacCarthy (1118-1123), the first 
Desmond king, had a short reign as he had became 
seriously ill by 1123. The Annals of Innisfallen 
recount that he had to abdicated the throne in favour 
of his brother Cormac, who as Cormac III was 
regarded by the annalists as one of the more 
influential Kings at Cashel, patron of the arts, 
sciences, music and literature and who endowed the 
building of Cormac's Chapel at Cashel as well as 
twelve churches around Lismore. 

Yet, he too, was to be murdered in 113^ at the 
instigation of the O'Briens, still nursing their 
ambitions for power. But the restored Edghanacht 
dynasty, now the MacCarthys.i was to remain, in 
power and reign over Desmond until the death' of 
Donal IX MacCaithy M6r in 15%. 
• See cotfedfion jage 3 ' 


