
P2 
May Day inWaterford 
commemorates heroes of 
Spanish Civil War 

P3 
South Africa 
Indian 'Paddy' in Mandela's 
Government 

1 : s v n m p4 & 5 
The evolution of 
Modern Republicanism ^v 
An examination of the IRA 

* 7. '--m 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 toish Democfo 
J u n e - J u l y 1994 • Pr ice 40p Conno l ly A s s o c i a t i o n : c a m p a i g n i n g for a u n i t e d and i n d e p e n d e n t I re land 

Britain's \m/ rote 
f ITH the publicat ion of the British G o v e r n m e n t ' s response to Sinn 
Fein's clarification reques ts , it looks like all eyes are on Sinn Fein 
and the IRA. Says the Guardian: "But Mr A d a m s mus t appreciate 
that m o m e n t s wh^n peace can be achieved in Ireland are few and 
pas s sudden ly . HiYlack of u rgency is d i s d a i n f u l of h u m a n life". 

The a s s u m p t i o n here seems to be if the IRA renounce violence, the Loyalist 
Paramil i tar ies will follow suit . But will they? Or will they intensify their 
campaign of sectarian m u r d e r . Mr Tom McGurk , a Dublin commen ta to r wri t -
ing in the Business Sunday Post, dated 22/ 5/ 94 th inks they are planning to 
intensify their campa ign . 

It would make i( easier to 
move towards the proposed 
period of peace if there were 
adequate safeguards set up 
now topreventihe massacre of 
innocent Catholics. Neither 
the British Government nor 
the British media show any 
sign that they are aware of the 
danger. M r Major seems no 
more aware of the danger of 
sectarian massacre in Belfast 
than he is of the reality of home 

less people under his nose a 
few hundred yards from No. 
10. 

In the British press the great 
appeaser of Unionism. Conor 
Cruise of O'Brien is always as-
sured a prominent place. Will 
he use his influence to warn 
the Government of the danger 
of a repeat oflhe l969situation 
with the attack on Divis Flats 
with a Browning machine gun 
and the bu rn ing d o w n of 

whole streets. The appeasers 
of Unionism are more likely to 
go on blaming the IRA even if 
the latter have renounced vi-
olence. Many Unionists held 
Republicans responsible for 
the Civil Rights movement in 
the Sixties. 

Sinn Fein asked whether 
Unionists held a vetoover Brit-
ish Government policy. The 
reply was "No group or or-
ganisation has a veto over the 

policy of a democratically 
elected Government But it is 
well known, countries which 
claim to be democratic have no 
hesitation jn linking witb and 
encouraging totalitarian ele-
ments in other Countries, like 
Pinochet in Chile, the Khmer 
Rouge in Cambodia and the 
Orange Order in the Six Coun-
ties. 

Sinn Fein asked the ques-
tion: "What arc the British 
Government's long term inter-
ests and objectives in relation 
to Ireland?" The Government 
replied by quoting from the 
Declaration, which slated that 
its primary interest was to see 
peace established and said it 
would work with the Irish 
Government to find agree-
ment. 

It would help'to speed up 
the peace process, and con-
vince, the republicans to play 

iii 

/ 

the politics instead o f the 
physical force card if the Brit-
ish Government showed they 
had the will and determina-
tion to deal with thebluckmai 
threats from the Unit 
Only Mr. Molynoux urged the 
Loyalist paramilitaries to give 
up their campaign. 

Sinn Fein queried why. if 
the British had no selfish or 
strategic or economic interest 
in Northern Ireland, it d id not 
base its policy on the ending of 
the union. 

The reply was 'The Decla-
ration makes it clear that the 
British Government is com-
mitted to upholding the prin 
ciple Of consent. This is some-
what evasive because the fun-
damental problem is about 
how Unionism can come to 
terms with the rest o f the 
people in the island of Ireland, 
from whom they have chosen 

to isolate themselves politi-
cally. M e r e l y u s i ng the 6 
Counties as the basis for con-
sent delays facing up to the 
central problem. This ignores 
4he fact that the Nationalists 
arc in a majority in Fcrma- , 
nugh, T y r o n e a<nd South 
Down-

Mr. McGurk may be over 
pessimistic in speaking of the 
threat o f a " Pu tch " by 
Loyalists. Mr . Reynolds has 
shown acute awareness of 
their activities when he said 
" -murder ing innocent Cath-
olics had little to the British 
way of life". If a political al-
liance existed between the 
SDLP and Sinn Fein the situ-
ation would be transformed. 
Any attempt to repeat the 
large scale attacks of 1969 
would be very damaging to 
the Unionist cairse. 

G.C. 
mm 

Wolfe To rye 
1763 - 179S 

Wolfe Tone Mug 

We are happy to publish the design for a Wolfe 
Tone Mug. We are are the bi-centenary is n<k. 
until 1998. but we feel that the present is a 
good time to remind ourselves of his life and 
work. Tone stated that the only wuy to end the 
injustices all around him would be to 'unite 
the whole people of Ireland.to abolish the 
memory of past dissensions, and to substitute 
the common name of Irishman in place of the 
denominations of Protestant. Catholic and 
Dissenter'. He knew that a united people 
could bring about change Tor the better. We 
hope that the Celebration Mug , will speed up 
the publication of the complete works of The-
obald Wolfe Tone. The design will be in four 
colours. Please sead cheques H r postal orders 
for £3 to. Wolfe TOfte M u g Fund'. Four Prov-
inces Bookshop. 244Grays Inn Road. London, 
W C I . The secured Mug can be collected there 
or from an Irish Democrat seller in Liverpool, 
Sheffield or Glasgow. For information regard-
ing collection, phone 07 f "833 3022. 

p Four Provinces Bookstall at Wolfe Tone Society meeting oh 8th I i editorial p2 



E D I T O R I A L 
May Day in Waterford 

Four 
Provinces 
Bookshop 

TH E photo on ihe front page s h o w s the Four 

Prov inces Book shop volunteers busy sel l ing 

and chatting u p customers at the recent Wo l fe 

Tone Society Meet ing. in honour of James C o n n o l l y 

and Bobby S and s in London , on 8/ 5/94. The vo l -

unteers have travelled to Soar val ley. Leices ter. to 

Ca rn i v a l s , L ib ra ry lectures, fairs, conferences in 

L o n d o n and d o w n the country. The sales table at 

t h e C l a p h a m C o m m o n M a y day event organ i sed by 

the T U C had six volunteers helping. A n y o n e inter-

ested in as s i s t ing.wi lh this important wo rk please 

p h o n e in (see below ). 

Despite Ihc expu l s i on from 2 4 6 G r a y s Inn Road , 

due to C a m d e n Counc i l ' s s udden sale o f Ihe bu i ld -

ing. the Four Prov inces Bookshop staff have re-ar-

ranged and renovated Ihe premises in 2 44 .Th i s had 

p rev ious l y been used for storage. It now d i sp l ay s 

as many book s as were prev ious ly seen next door . 

A l l the same Irish g rammars , dict ionaries, stories, 

novels , and p lay s in Irish are now available. A l s o 

we have political, historical, b iographica l tilles as 

well as a w ide range of fiction. There is also a 

lem in is! section. It is important to spread Ihe n e w s 

o f Ihe new location lo all those cu s tomers w ho u sed 

to visit us regular ly . 

D u e lo ihe s u d d e n d rop in income, cuascd by all 

ihe d i s rupt ion , we regret hav ing to change lo a 

b i -month ly Irish Democrat. H o w temporary 111 is 

wi l l be d e p e n d s on the efforts o f member s and 

readers. W e need m a n y more dona t i on s to Ihe Irish 
DCIIKK RTIL. 

There is also the need for new and more imag in -

ative luiuJrais ing. A friend w h o w o r k s for a charity 

tells me that a coffee mottl ing p lus a Br ing and Buy 

sale can raise as m u c h as £150. I l 'cach branch ol ihe 

C o n n o l l y As soc ia t ion had two fund rais ing events 

a m o n t h , we w o u l d s oon re turn lo h a v i n g a 

month l y paper. A l s o the rapid expanse of paper 

sales is needed. W h e n you have a really good pro-

duel lo sell like ou r paper, everyone must be g iven 

Ihe oppor tun i ty to buy it. 

The quest ion o f en su r i ng the future of the paper 

w ill be at Ihe lop o f I he agenda of Ihe A n n u a l Confer 

ence at the end o f September and especially the 

need to expand sales. 

Premises 

Me m b e r s o l ' t h e C o n n o l l y Assoc iat ion are look-

ing for a new office in L ondon . A n y o n e w h o 

comes across suitable premises, al a reason-

able price shou ld write to The C o n n o l l y A s soc i -

ation. 244 .G ray s Inn Road. L o n d o n W C I or phone 

071 833 3022 between I lam and 4pm. 

M i OeraociMiC 
M O N T H L Y N K W S P A P K R ( )VTHK 
C O N N O I J . Y A S S O C I A T I O N 

Founded 1939 Vol 49, no 5 
P R O D U C T I O N : J o h n Boyd,Gerard Curran 
K D I T O K I A L B O A R D : Gerard Curran, Conor Foley. 
Martin Moriarty, Peter Mull igan 
TYPESET A N D DES IGNED:Conno l l y Publications 
P U B L I S H E D BY: Connolly Publication* Ud , 
244Gray's Inn Road, U n d o n WCIX8JR.Tel:071-8333022 

P R I N T E D BY: Ripley Printers (TU) l i d , Nottingham 
Road, Ripley, Derbyshire. Tel: 0773-743621 
1939-1980 and 1981-90 now available on microfilm 

E E 2 2 K B K ' 1 
Ken Keable 
Waterford City chose to mark 
the Irish Republic's llrst ever 
May Day Bank Holiday by 
honouring its heroes of the 
Spanish Civil War. A plaque 
bearing ihe names of the ten 
Waterford men who fought in 
the Connolly Column of the 
International Brigade was un-
veiled by Peter O 'Connor, 
their last surviving member.at 
an event organised by Water-
ford Trades Council. 

The unvei l ing was 
preceded by a march along Ihe 
route taken in 1939 by the re-
turning men of the Connolly 
Column, from the railway Sta-

tion along the Quay to Hen-
rietta Street.where they had 
been welcomed and enter-
tained by ex-members of the 
IRA and Cuman na niB.ni 

International Brigader 
Peter O" Conno r told the 
packed meeting, including 
relatives of his comrades: 'The 
great lesson of Spain was that 
of unity, where comrades of 
every religion and none united 
in a common cause lo defeat 
Franco fascism. We need to 
strive for that unity today if we 
are to be successful in gaining 
the freedom of our country. I 
believe we cannot be success-
ful in that task unless we join 
forces with the British working 
class. We must make common 
cause with our comrades 

across the water. Our enemy is 
not the British people, but the 
system of British imperialism 
and monopoly capita l i sm 
which is the enemy of all 
peoples struggling to be free." 

With some emotion he 
thanked his wife B iddy, a 
staunch Catholic, for standing 
by him "through all the vile 
propaganda about the reds in 
Spain burning churches, mur-
dering priests and digging up 
the skeletons of nuns." Other 
speakers included Michael O ' 
Riordan. former secretary of 
the Communist Party of Ire-
land, whopointed out (hat two 
of the first Irishmen to be 
killed in Spain were a Protes-
tant minister from Belfast. Rev 
Bob Hilliard, and a Christian 

brother. Eamon McGroarty. 
Pausing to Henrietta Street. 

Waterford T rades Counci l 
spokesman Jim Kelly told t h e 
marchers: "The men who 
fought in Spain did not enlist 
against a background of popu-
lar support. They went against , 
a background of reaction and 
despair, the Irish anti-fascist 
fighters lucky enough to sur- , 
vive the carnage in Spain came 
home lo an atmosphere poi-
soned by anti-communist hys- , 
teria and witch-hunting. With 
the re-emergence and rise of 
neo-fascists throughout Eu-
rope we should remember the 
lessons of the 1930s. Fascism 
cannot beconfined - it must be 
smashed wherever it raises its • 
ugly head." 

Waterford May Day march - Peter O'Connor, on the right, and Michael O'Riordan hold a Connolly Column flag. 
On the left is ATGWU national secretary Mick O'Reilly, on the eight Mrs Biddy O'Connor. 

Photo - John Evans 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

At Ihe May. the Executive 
Council agreed to hold the 
next annual conference in Lon-
don in late September or early 
October. This is planned to 
coincide with a benefit concert. 
We will let you know the dale 
when this is llrmly fixed. 
Around the Branches 
Following a successful series 
of history lectures the Liver-
pool branch has now taken up 
the case of an Irish prisoner in 

Britain who has served 19 
years at the Home Secretary's 
pleasure. He was jailed at 17 
and has asked for his review lo 
be brought forward. Branch 
chairman. Bernard Morgan, 
spoke on James Connolly and 
Socialism at the Bury Socialist 
Forum. The Forum agreed to 
affiliate to Ihe Connolly Asso-
ciation. made a donation and 
ordered regular copies of the 
Irish Democrat. 
Eil- Send its ymir brunch news 
mill activity to let others kiuiw. 

D o n a t i o n s 

We wish to thank every body 
who has donated for their 
support, especially over the 
difficulties of Four Provinces 
Bookshop. Would those do-
nating please make cheques 
and POs out to Connolly As-
sociation and not as originally 
requested to 'Premises'. 

Donat ions received 16 
March to 16 May 1994 

General - C C £ 10, RM £10. 
D J Smith £5. G Noyes £20. A 
Knott £6. N W London C A 
£4.75. E Carrol £2. M Brennan 
£5. F & J Jennings £10. G Cur-
ran £5. T Doherty £5. Anon 
£10.65. K Doody £20. 

C Dunne £200, Amer ican 
Friends £29. Bury Socialist 
Forum £10. Bankers orders 
£320.56. Total £672.96 

Premises - J Morrisey £16. 
Leeds TUC £10, Midlothian 
TUC £10, Book Fair donations 
£6, Shop collecting tin £9.92, 
RH £42.50. K Galley £10. K 
Haldane £10. C O S £500, E 
Johnstone £6. A Knott £6, C C 
£45. B Wilkinson £2. In mem-
ory of C D Greaves from P 
Mullin £20. In Memeory of Joe 
Deighan from Dorothy £100.1 
Mullazzi £30. J Bird £10. M 
Keane £10. R Bowen £30. 
Total £977.60 

Sixth Desmond Greaves 
Weekend Summer School 

Irish Labour History Museum, Beggars Bush, Dublin 

Friday August 26 
Dr Luke Gibbons - Refiguring National Identity: 
How culture becomes politics ir. Ireland 
Chair: Professor Brendan Bradshaw, Cambridge 
University 

Saturday August 27 
Mr Kieran Crilly - Raymond Crotty, economist and 
economic historian: an assessment. 
Chair: Anthony Coughlan, Trinity College Dublin 

Sunday August 28 
Dr Alf O'Brien - Nascent Capitalism, English 
Colonialism and the Conquest of Ireland 
Chair: Mary Cullen, Maynooth College 

Jack Bennett - Northern Ireland: two communities, 
identities, religions, nations or what? 
Caitriona Ruane - Northern Ireland: perspectives 
of a human rights and Third World activist. 
Chair: Noirin Green, SIPTU 

£12 full school, £3 individual sessions. Social and gar-
den-party included. Bookings to:-
Cathal MacLiam, Summer School Director 
24 Belgrave Rd, Dublin 6 (Tel. 4973154) 
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All-Ireland Irish TV 

MEDIA 
Dublin reporter 

The Irish Government is dis-
cussing with the Belfast auth-
orities a proposal to broadcast 
its planned Ir ish-language 
television station across the 
Border, and particularly to 
Belfast and Derry, where there 
is growing interest in Irish 
among Protestants as well as 
Catholics. 

Irish-language TV is one of 
the more progressive commit-
ments of Dublin's Fianna Fail-
Labour Coalition. It is the 
special responsibility of M i -
chael D.Higgins, Minister for 
Arts, Culture and the Gael-
tacht. The station is due to 

•'begin next year. The model for 
the station is not the present. 

RTE but Britain's Channel 4 , 
with independent producers 
and T V companies being com-
mis s ioned to make pro-
grammes. Plans are already 
being made to commission 
these. It is intended to have 
nearly half the programmes 
"in the can" before opening 
night. 

Telefis na Gaeilge, as it will 
be known, will have its head-
quarters in Co. Galway. In 
Wales the British Government 
provides a full Welsh-lan-
guage station, while in Scot-
land they spend around 10 
million a year on Gaelic pro-
grammes. It is about time Ire-
land caught up. The new Irish 
station is looking forward to 
cooperation with its Scottish 
and Welsh counterparts. 

When the project was ant 

nounced last year there was 
some sneering in Dub l in 
med ia circles. Slave m inds and 
anti-national columnists at-
tacked the whole idea of an 
Irish TV service at a time of 
scarce resources and high un-
employment. However, a tele-
phone poll organised by the 
Gay Byrne Show on radio re-
sulted in 30,000 voting in fa-
vour , with 16,000 against, 
demonstrating once again the 
strong public support there is 
for Irish. Telefis na Gaeilge 
should give a big boost to the 
Irish language. Being able to 
see regular Ir ish-language 
television programmes will 
greatly help the vast numbers 
who have some Irish but who 
are not confident in the lan-
guage, achieve that con-
fid ei ce. 

Parliament? 

Euro-elections 
Liverpool reporter 

In case you had not noticed on 
the9and l2Juneelectionstook 
place throughout the Euro-
pean Community. In Britain 
and Ireland most people will 
not have voted. Why is this? 
The electorate understand that 
this E C institution does not 
make a fig of d ifference to their 
lives. What they have not been 
fully told is that this is not Par-
liament as it cannot raise taxes, 
initiate legislation or form a 
government. 

All the discussion has been 
on national and local issues 
not about the plans for a 
federal Europe which all the 
main political parties support 
in some form or other. 

Indian "Paddy" in Mandela's Government 
SOUTH AFRICA 

by Dublin reporter 
sw xn 

f j 
* 'A 

T H E Connolly Association's 
North London branch was the 
first public meeting Kader 
Asn ia l spoke at in Britain 
when he was a student in Lon-
don away back in 1961. Now 
Minister for Water and Fore-
stry in the Nelson Mandela's 
Government, Asmal describes 
himself as "the local Paddy in 
the ANC " . Hegave up his Irish 
citizenship on being elected to 
South Africa's first non-Apart-

heid parliament, but he re-
mains one of Ireland's, as well 
as South Africa's, best known 
public figures. 

Kader Asmal taught inter-
national law at Trinity College 
Dublin from 1963 to 1991. In 
1964 he and his wife Louise 
Parkinson, formerly treasurer 
of Britain's National Council 
for Civil Liberties, set up the 
Irish Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment. Its first ever public 
meeting was to campaign 
against possible death sen-
t e n d o n Mandela and his fel-
Kw-accused at the Rivonia 
Trial. 

At the end of last month, 
after 30 years of activism that 
made it a model for the inter-
national solidarity movement, 
the IA A M dissolved itself, 
held a giant party and and 
turned itself into the Ireland 
South Africa Association, with 
the.aim of encouraging econ-
omic and cultural links be-
tween Ireland and the new 
South Africa. 

A s a youngster in Natal 
Kader Asmal was influenced 

Friends in prison? 

EUROPEAN UNION 
EC reporter 
T H E E N L A R G E M E N T of the 
E C to include Aus t r i a , 
Sweden, Finland and Norway 
did not require any change in 
the blocking minority rules on 
the EC Council of Ministers. 
That was a wholly separate 
issue from the proposed ex-
pansion of the EC/ EU from 12 
to 16 Members. 

The change in the voting 
rules, which John -Major first 
pretended to resist and then 
collapsed into accepting, was 
pushed through by the Euro-
federalists in Brussels, as well 
as Germany, France and Bene-
lux. They want to use the en-
largement negotiations as an 
occas ion for pu sh i ng the 
EC/ EU further in the direction 
of a West European Superstate 
dominated by themselves.The 

change in the voting rules will 
enable Brussels to issue itscen-
tralising diktats more easily. 

The EC plan is to have the 
Austrian referendum in June, 
as Ge rmany is anxious to 
achieve a second "anschluss". 
Then in November big busi-
ness and the mass media hope 
to pressurise and brainwash 
the Swedes to say Yes, to be 
followed by Finland. Then 
they want to confront the Nor-
wegians with a Yes from the 
others, the message being you 
will be isolated if you dare say 
No. This is the plan to destroy 
the national democracy of 
these small independent coun-
tries. ' 

The enlargement of the 
EC/ EU to include new mem-
ber Stales is not in the interests 
of either their democracy or 
our democracy. How wil l 
either Ireland or Britain benefit 
if the Austrian* or Scandina-

by Connolly's "Labour in Irish 
History". Desmond Greaves, 
former editor of the Irish 
Democrat,, gave him his first 
political introductions in Ire-
land when he moved there 
from London. He made an 
enormous contribution to Irish 
life in the next 28 years. . He 
helped fotind the Irish Associ-
ation of University Teachers 
and the Irish Council of Civil 
Liberties. He assisted several 
Irish trade unions on sensitive 
Labour law issues, as well as 
A r thu r Scargi l l ' s National 
Union of Mineworkers during^ 
the miners' strike. 

In the 1960s he played a 
valuable role in the meetings 
that led to the foundation of 
the Northern Ireland Civ i l 
Rights Association and the 
launching of the civil rights 
movement which politically 
shattered Ulster Unionism. He 
held strong Irish Republican 
v iews and over the years 
helped expose numerous civil 
rights and extradition abuses 
in the Six Counties. He was 
always a good friend of the 

Conno l l y Associat ion and 
Irish Democrat. 

South Africa's honorary Ir-
ishman was originally given 
the Ministry of Provincial and 
Constitutional Affairs in Man-
dela's cabinet, but fell victim 
to the opposition of De Klerk, 
who wanted this highly sensi-
tive job for someone in his own 
National Party. Minister for 
Water and Forests gives Kader 
Asmal one of the least gla-
morous but one of the most 
diff icult tasks. Lay ing on 
water is crucial for improving 
tljf physical, lot of millions of 
Black Africans in South Afri-
ca's shanty-towns. It will poss-
ibly be the most important 
visible sign that a Black ma-
jority Government will make a 
difference to them, which will 
be vital in determining their 
reaction to the A N C at the next 
election. 

Kader Asmal truly has his 
work cut out for him, but he 
and his wife will have the good 
wishes and admiration of 
countless Irish people as he 
embarks on it. 

vians lose their national inde-
pendence and sovereignty and 
their effective neutrality, in-
side the EC/ EU prison-house, 
as Ireland has done? Their 
dereliction will not benefit us. 
I re land ' s unemployment 
numbers have increased 400% 
since joining the EC. Its pov-
erty level has soared. It has 
become a dependent, "begging 
bowl" economy. A 20%, 30%, 
40% society in fact - 20% of its 
labour force out of work, 30% 
of its population in poverty 
and 40% of each generation 
emigrat ing. The C o m m o n 
Market is the principal factor 
responsible for the deindus-
trialisation of Britain. 

By saying No to EC/ EU 
membership, as Switzerland 
has already done, the peoples 
of Austria. Sweden, Finland 
and Norway would be striking 
the most effective possible' 
blow at Euro-federalism and 

Eurobureaucracy. At same 
time they will be upholding 
their national democracy and 
an internationalism that is 
based on the free cooperation 
of all of Europe's 52 States and 
peoples, as against attempting 
to build a German-dominated 
West European Superpower 
that goes against the fun-
damental historical trend of 
our times. 

Irish opponents of Euro-
federalism hope that all deifio-
crats in the EC/ EU applicant 
countries, whether politically 
Left, Right or Centre, will unite 
in a mass popular struggle to 
maintain their national inde-
pendence. They will be with 
the No forces in these coun-
tries as they prepare to play 
their vital part in the interna-
tional, Europe-wide campaign 
in defence of national inde-
pendence and the Nation State 
as the locus of democracy. 

W O R L D C O M M E N T 

BY P O L I T I C U S 

SOUTH AFRICA 

SOUTH Africa's first democratic election and the 
emergence of an ANC-ied Government under 
President Nelson Mandela should make pro-

gressive-minded people everywhere rejoice. 
What an extraordinary struggle it has been and what 

an extraordinary movement is the ANCI For nearly a 
century it has championed tlw interests of the black 
majority in Africa's only significantly industrialised 
country. The ANC united Blacks and Whites, Indians 
and Coloureds around the aspirations of the Freedom 
Charter. It has been a model of national front politics 
in which the Left, the South African Communist Party 
and COSATU, containing South Africa's one million 
Trade Unionists, were the most determined upholder-
s of the broad democratic character of the movement. 

In the ANC the Left continually championed democ-
racy rather than socialism - one-person-one-vote as 
against infantile Leftism. It echoed the Six County 
civil rights movement of 1960s Ireland, in which 
democratic demands, not socialist ones, helped to 
shatter Unionist hegemony, until the Leftism of the 
Peoples Democracy in turn helped break the unity of 
Civil Rights. As a result of its key role in South Africa's 
democratic struggle the Left is now in a strong politi-
cal position to insist that the interests of the country's 
workers and unemployed, and not its Big Business-
men, are the prime concern of South Africa's first 
democratic government. 

A key problem for the new South Africa will be its 
nationality and tribal questions. As in all African 
countries, South Africa has people speaking several 
different languages, marked by deep differences in 
culture and outlook. In human and cultural terms the 
more variety the better, but the new Government will 
have to deal sensitively with the various ethnic 
groups to ensure the small ones feel they are cher-
ished like the big. If it can do this, South Africa could 
be a model for the whole of Africa, which otherwise 

's likely to dissolve into a 
multitude of different na-
tional and ethnic States 
over the next century. The 
Zulu Inkatha, led by dema-
gogic Buthelezi allied with 
con- servative White force-
s, could still be a big 
danger. 

Half of South Africa's 
black population is under 
15 years old and growing at 
3% a year. The population 
will double in the next 25 
years. Half of Black South 

Africans are jobless. That is why social programmes 
of basic housing, infrastructure, health and education 
that are labour-intensive and avoid using scarce capi-
tal resources for the benefit of the few, are crucial to 
meet aspirations of the African masses. This is where 
the social outlook of the new Government comes in. 
Will it put the interests of the mass of ordinary people 
first, or tend to serve a Black-Brown bourgeoisie of 
Africans and Indians alongside Whites? 

Having failed to defeat the ANC, and facing ruinous 
economic sanctions, the political strategy of De Klerk 
since 1990 has been to co-opt it into the White power-
structure, and if possible to divide It in the process. 
The composition of Mandela's Government of Na-
tional Unity leans politically to the right in order to 
induce the Whites to cooperate and lay the founda-
tions for a permanent democracy. But the Govern-
ment will have to lean to the Left if it is to maintain 
support of the non-White masses. Left-right tensions 
will inevitably mark its evolution. 
: One-person-one vote in South Africa is a victory for 
all progressive mankind. It would not have occurred 
without the extraordinary solidarity of the interna-
tional Anti-Apartheid Movement, to which the Irish 
Anti-Apartheid Movement made such a distinguished 
contribution. It would not have occurred without the 
support of the formed Soviet Union, East Germany , 
Cuba and China, who for decades armed and trained 
the militants of the ANC. It would not have occurred 
without progressive Black and White opinion in 
America insisting cm the US Government Imposing 
economic sanctions on the Apartheid regime, which 
it agreed to do once the Coid War was over. 

The victory of South African democracy Is a victory 
for us all. Let us rejoice! 

One-person-
one vote.. . 
is a victory 
for all 
progressive 
mankind 

mar 
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MEETING D e V a I e r a 

IN March 1962 former Irish Democrat editor De-
smond Greaves had an interview with President 
Eamon De Valera in the course of Greaves's re-

search for his biography of Liam Mellows, De valera 
sent his presidential car to collect Greaves at Cathal 
MacLiam's house in Finglas, where he was staying at 
the time, and bring him to the Phoenix Park. "When I 
was going up to see him I was under no Illusion that 
I was not going to meet someone who had quite as 
much brains as I had myself Greaves used to 
chuckle in later years. 

Liam Mellows had been with De Valera in the US in 
1919. "Dev said he had the highest respect for and 
opinion of Liam Mellows. He was anxious to record 
his own viewpoint for Mellows' biographer." The main 
topics they discussed are recorded in Greaves's 
notebooks. "Liam Mellows was a bit more extreme 
than I was", said Dev. "Mellows and Mary MacSwiney, 
they liked to worship at the shrine of the Republic... 
They could put their hands in a candle-flame and keep 
it therg. I am made of weaker clay." "He had more 
brains", Greaves would say about this remark later. 

Dev told him that he sometimes had to tell Mellows 
that he disapproved of some of the things he got 
involved in early 1922, which he thought were "not 
democratic." But Dev said he did not accept the 
verdict of the people in accepting the Treaty, under 
Lloyd George's "threat of immediate and terrible war. 
That was under duress. It was a deviation from 
democracy." De Valera remarked that he thought it 
was wrong to keep the IRB going after 1916. "I always 
disagreed with it." And he described how when a 
volunteer officer before 1916 he found that some of 
his subordinates knew things about future events 
which he did not know. When he tackled his superiors 
about this they told him that they knew through the 
IRB. "Then," said Dev, "there'll be two commands. We 
may get conflicting orders." No, he was told, the IRB 
have a majority at headquarters." They were confi-
dent they would be able to bring the others along. 

They asked Dev to join the IRB as a formality. He 
said that he did so in order to be able to know as much 
as his subordinates, but only as a formality. "I did not 
attend any IRB circles or anything of that kind", he 
emphasised. 

Greaves asked 
Dev about the 
distinction he 
made between 
seeking "self-
determination" 
for the Republic 
versus seeking 
its international 
"recognition". 
What was the 
difference? "He 
showed evident 
pleasure and 
said, 'I can ex-
plain that easily 
after being 
through it. 
President Wil-
son had urged 
self-determination. We had exercised the right of self-
determination. We wanted that recognized.' " 
Greaves referred to the IRB regarding itself as the 
Government of the Republic "virtually established." 
The President replied, "I had to laugh at that 'virtually 
established.' It was the Republic was important, not 
the 'virtually established.' It was ridiculous to say that 
in 1920. Possibly the IRB constitution said that the 
president of the Supreme Council was the president 
of the Republic. And if that was so then I wouldn't be 
the president but the other man. And perhaps that 
could have influenced them." "Did you expect to get 
US recognition of the Irish Republic while in the 
States?", Greaves asked him. "The longer I was in the 
US the more difficult it was and the more I realised 
that. But It was my duty to do the best I could. The 
only thing was to get it one, the programme of a 
political party... It nearly succeeded. If Judge Coha-
lan had pulled in we might have done it." 

De Valera said that his aim at the time of the Treaty 
was to make alternative proposals to Great Britain. "I 
saw people who wanted something, and that what 
they were doing would not get it for them. The only 
way was what I said • an alternative proposition", 
referring to his Document No.2 proposal for "external 
association" of the Republic with the British Empire. 

Showing Desmond Greaves out after the interview 
De valera pointed to a tree outside the Aras. "Do you 
know," he said, "that Queen Victoria planted that?" "I 
got the Impression", Greaves used to reminisce after-
wards, "that the fact that he was now in the place 
where Queen Victoria had planted her tree was proof 
to him of the political advance that had been made!" 

The Evolution of Modern 
Republicanism 
A Belfast Correspondent examines the thinking of the IRA 

AT T H E beginning of the 
present " t roubles " in 
1969 the Republ ican 

Movement relied on a short-
term strategy that was based 
on the simplistic notion that 
the British could be got rid of 
in a couple of years through 
armed struggle. 

Thus we had the "I972 -
Year of Decis ion " slogan. 
When this short-term strategy 
failed, rather than re-evalua-
ting the whole political situ-
ation and p l ann i ng for a 
long-term strategy, the Move-
ment instead "extended" the 
short-term strategy, and we 
had "1974 - Year of Victory." 

Relying on short-term strat-
agems of this kind has the ef-
fect of producing desperation 
as the deadline draws near. A s 
a result of this desperation the 
then Republican leadership 
latched on to the I975 IRA, 
truce hoping that this would 
lead to the realisation of their 
dreams. 

Grim reality 
When that did not happen the 
Republican Movement opted 
for the perspective of a "long 
hard war." This was not, how-
ever a change in strategy. It 
was merely a furtherextension 
of the short -term strategy to 
accommodate the grim reality 
that became evident in the late 
seventies, namely that nation-
alist resistance was at a low 
ebb and that there was not 
going to be any quick victory. 

A real change of strategy -
whether political or military -
would at least have had to re-
appraise th ings fundamen-
tally, and in part icular 
examine the reasons for the 
failure of the military cam-
paigns of I972 - 74. 

No such reappraisal took 
place cor if it had taken place, 
the tactic of armed struggle 
would have had to be seri-
ously questioned. 

Instead the Republ ican 
Movement c lung on to the 
original simplistic idea that 
victory would be achieved 
through military means. The 
armed campaign was conti-
nued - even though it could 
never hope to match the level 
of operations that were carried 
out in the 1972-74 period, and 
which despite their intensity 
d id not budge the British 
presence. ( 

Long Hard War 
The Long Hard War strategy 
could be seen as s imply a 
"stretching out" of the original 
short-term idea. And it could 
only be stretched so far before 

it would snap, and the old 
sense of political desperation 
over the outcome take grip 
once again. 

It could be argued that in 
recent years the Long Hard 
W a r strategy has in fact 
snapped, as some statements 
by the Republican Movement 
have again gone back to pre-
dicting imminent victories. 
Concurrent with this has been 
the idea that the "Brits are 
weakening" and that republi-
cansjusthaveto "hold on"-the 
implication being that victory 
is within their grasp so long as 
they can stick it out for another 
year or so. 

But what happens after re-
publicans "hold on" for an-
other year or so, and the 
situation is the same as ever? 
That has been the case often in 
the past. 

The picture emerges of the 
Republican Movement being 
dominated by short-term 
th i nk i ng - one short-term 
strategy or expedient foiloweJ 
by another, with no fun-
damenta l revaluat ion and 
little or no long-term thinking 
taking place at all, despite re-
peated disappointments. 

Deadlines 
This obsession with "dead-
lines" was evident until very 
recently in Sinn Fein policy de-
mands - for example the em-
phasis on calling for a British 
withdrawal "within the life-
time of one British Parlia-
ment". Thisdemand wasmade 
without considering whether 
such a withdrawal, if it could 
be brought about in such a 
short time, would in fact suit 
the Irish side. Logically and 
polit ical ly, the transfer of 
power and sovereignty re-
quires the agreement of the 
two sides, the one surrende-
ring power and the one receiv-
ing it. The latter wou Id have to 
agree the date as well as much 
else relating to the hand-over, 
so it could not be unilaterally 
decided, as this demand im-
plied, though on the face of it 
it sounded very rauical. 

All this "deadline" business 
seems to be designed to give 
an impression ofurgency and 
determination. These are false 
impressions. What the "dead-
line" business expresses is re-
ally a lack of strategic 
direction, and the sense of 
mental panic that sets in as a 
result of a dim realisation of 
the lack of strategy. This en-
Courages a lurch from one 
short-term expedient to an-
other, couched in militant 
rhetoric or phraseology which 
serves as a cover for lack of a 

real sense of political direc 
tion. 

What is surely now re-
quired at the current water-
shed in modern Irish politics 
opened up by the 
Hume/Adams initiative (the 
Irish Peace Initiative) is a real 
long-term strategy without 
deadlines, casting off forever 
this short-term psychology 
that expresses lack of political 
confidence and almost guar-
antees defeat. Short-term ex-
pedients for total victory tend 
to have defeat inevitably built 
into them. 

New strategy 
There are signs thatthe Repub-
lican Movement is moving in 
this direction. The "snapping" 
of the Long Hard War idea has 
also made sections of the 
Movement look for a com-
pletely new political strategy. 
Th i s resulted in the 
H u m e / A d a m s initiative, 
which has changed the politi-
cal landscape. 

The new strategy has been 
based on making political al-
lies of other nationalist tradi-
t ions that Republ icans 
p rev i ou s l y regarded as 
enemies. Most important was 
the recognition by the Repub-
lican Movement of the Dublin 
Government. Dublin has reci-
procated this in a certain way, 
and encouraged the abolition 
of Section 31 and theopening-
up for Southern public opi-
nion of a better appreciation 
over time of the realities on the 
ground in the Six Counties. 

Unilateral rights 
The recognition by the Sinn 
Fein leadership that the Re-
publican Movement has no 
unilateral right to engage in 
constitutional negotiations 
with the British on its own 
without the other Irish parties, 
is also a major break with the 
past. 

Previously the Republican 
Movement had regarded itself 
as a kind of "Government in 
waiting", and thus as having 
exclusive rights of negotia-
tions with the British. Indeed 
when the Dublin Government 
made occasional signs in the 
past of adopting even a mildly 
anti-imperialist attitude, the 
Republican Movement felt at a 
loss and was inclined to panic 
and be hostile to such efforts. 
Th is happened for-instance 
over Jack Lynch's demand in 
the 1970s for a British declara-
tion of intent to withdraw 
from Ireland at some time in 
the future. The same was true 
of attitudes to the SDLP, who 

were attacked by the Republi-
can Movement when they did 
not criticise the British, and 
were also often attacked when 
they did! 

Small Shopkeeper 
One might suggest that all this 
was the result of the "small 
shopkeeper" mentality of the 
previous Republican leader-
ship. who feared that their 
traditional territory was being 
encroached on. They Jacked 
the political confidence to 
make significant allies beyond 
Republican ranks and who 
failed to appreciate that in pol-
itical alliances both parties 
tends to gain, not just one. 

Unlike the ordinary work-
ing-class man or woman, the 
small shopkeeper cannot see 
allies anywhere - he only sees 
rivals, and lives in fear of being 
done out of business. The indi-
vidual in the working class is a 
different animal, since soli-
darity with other individuals 
is second nature, and a prereq-
uisite of survival in the indus-
trial scene. This instinct to 
search out allies is not limited 
to people within the immedi-
ate working class community, 
factory or office, it knows no 
b o u n d s and bas ica l ly ex-
presses an internationalist out-
look on the world. 

Collective action 
But the small shopkeepers -
and those whose thinking is 
dominated by smal l - shop-
keeper ideas - are inherently 
timid morally and politically, 
though they may be lions of 
physical courage as individ-
uals. Rather than unite with 
others they pursue fantastic 
"get-rich-quick schemes" as 
the way out of the misery of 
their social circumstances. 
Their individualism and lack 
of understanding of collective 
mass action reflects their often 
isolated personal economic 
circumstances. Th i s small-
shopkeeper psychology can 
sh ow itself in the political 
sphere as well. 

It is argued here that the 
armed struggle of the early 
1970s was to a significant ex-
tent a product of this sort of 
mentality which prevai led 
among the then leadership, 
with its short-term "get-rich-
quick"thinking and limited vi-
sion. And unfortunately there 
was a huge reservoir of angry 
young Northern nationalists 
available for this project at the 
time, whose only interest was -
to "get back" at the Brits. 

The armed struggle con-
tinues today, fuelled by the 
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same basic nationalist anger. 
But it could be argued that the 
continuation of the armed 
struggle today is a physical ex-
pression of the Republican 
Movement 's political past. 

Armed struggle 
The strategic objective of the 
armed struggle was to bring 
the British into direct negotia-
tion with the Republ ican 
Movement over Ireland's fu-
ture. Inherent in this objective 
was the ideology that the Re-
publican Movement had "ex-
clusive" rights to negotiation. 

The strategic objective of 
the Republican Movement has 
now moved on - as well as 
much of its ideology. So the 
armed struggle is - to a large 
extent - an anachronism. 

So calls for "direct negotia-
tions" with the British - over 
the heads of all the other Irish 
"arties - are also a reflection of 
he old ideas, and are now in 

conflict with the new and 
potentially more productive 
strategy that is emerging. 

The new strategy is to es-
tablish allies, and recognizes 
that Irish republicanism needs 
powerful friends if it is to de-
feat British imperialism, be-
cause it is not strong enough to 
do so on its own. 

In the post-Cold War con-
text such political allies are 
available to be won in America 
- the greatest political and 
military power on earth - as 
well as in Labour and Liberal 
opinion in Britain. The British 
Labour Party could well form 
the next Government in Lon-

don, as the popularity of the 
Tories wanes dramatically. 

The combination of forces 
that came together«en the 
Adams visa issue - Sinn Fein, 
the SDLP, the Dublin Govern-
ment, plus mainstream Irish-
America (not just Noraid, but 
the Senator Kennedys and 
Moynihans) - was able to de-
feat the British, who lobbied 
fiercely against the Adams 
visa. The advice of the fiercely 
pro-British US State Depart-
ment was also overridden. All 
this happened even though 
Britain was America's princi-
pal ally during the Cold War. 

USA backing 
It is essential to absorb the les-
sons of this incident. If such an 
alliance could induce the pres-
ent Clinton Democratic Ad -
ministration to back Dublin 
and Sinn Fein/ S D L P against 
Britain, why could it not be 
used to achieve the entire Na-
tionalist agenda, if that can be 
set ou t in separate steps of pol-
itical and constitutional re-
form, right up to eventual 
reunification and theendingof 
Partition? 

A new republican strategy 
could develop - with Dublin, 
U S and British Labour support 
- into a proper " long term 
strategy" - with each phase 
allowed naturally to work it-
self out in its own time. 

The first stage could be re-
garded, .^ an interim step. 
Rather than develop the "Free-
dom Charter" that' has been 
mentioned, perhaps Sinn Fein 
could launch or encourage the 

launching of a "Charter for 
Reconciliation and Democ-
racy", or something on that 
line. 

Pious sentiments 
Sinn Fein could take some of 
the more pious sentiments out 
ofthe Downing Street Declara-
tion - for example about the 
need for people in the North to 
"live in harmony" and show 
respect for "different tradition-
s'' as a starting point. It could 
build a set of concrete de-
mands around them, relevant 
to the actual s i tuat ion o f 
people on the ground in the Six 
Counties, and the endangered 
and hard-pressed local com-
munities there. 

These demands might refer 
to the details of "demilitariza-
tion", release of prisoners, re-
p lac ing the R U C by an 
unarmed community police 
force, a drive against job dis-
crimination in the Six Coun-
ties, pub l i c f und i ng for 
Protestant-Catholic cultural 
coming-together, fifty-fifty 
power-sharing in the North 
and in North-South institu-
tions as long as Partition re-
ma ins . Th i s cou ld be 
represented as an interim pro-
gramme for reconciliation, 
peace and justice relevant to 
the period between now and 
eventual reunification. 

Last resort 
The IRA would go into defens-
ive mode militarily, retaining 
the right to act as defender of 

last resort for endangered na-
tionalist communit ies , but 
leaving the way clear for Re-
publicans to go on the offens-
ive politically through Sinn 
Fein. 

Such an interim political 
programme would in effect be 
a campaign to destroy Union-
ism politically - but all in the 
name of "togetherness"! For 
the more "togetherness" is pur-
sued by Northern Republicans 
and Nationalists, the more it 
will become apparent that the 
only th ing keep ing Ir ish 
people from not being 
"together" is the vile philos-
ophy of Un ion i sm, and the 
Partition that sustains it. 

And if this strategy were 
pursued correctly, with politi-
cal skill and imagination, it 
might not be as "long term" as 
one might think! 

We welcome any 
of your thoughts 
or points of view 
on the above 
important 
contribution to 
discussion. 

Words and wisdom of James Connolly 
The. first of a regular series of excerpts from Connolly's works relevant to our times 

On military 
struggle 
Here then is the immense dif-
ference between the Socialist 
Republicans and our friends 
the physical-force men. The 
latter, by stifling all discussion 
of principles, earn the passive 
and fleeting commendation of 
the unthinking multitude. The 
former, by insisting on a thor-
ough understanding of their 
basic principles, do not so 
readily attract the multitude, 
but do attract and hold the 
more thought fu l amongst 
them.. . i 

Our position towards it is 
that the use or non-use of force 
for the realisation of the ideas 
of progress always has been 
and always will bedetermined 
by the attitude not of the party 
of progress, but ofthe govern-
ing class opposed to that party. 

If the time should arrive 
when the party of progress 
f i nd s its w a y to freedom 
barred by the stubborn greed 
of a possessing class entren-

ched behind the barriers of law 
and order; if the party of pro-
gress has indoctrinated the 
people at large with the new 
revolutionary conception of 
society and is therefore repre-
sentative of the will of the ma-
jority of the nation; if it has 
exhausted all the peaceful 
means at its disposal for the 
purpose of demonstrating to 
the people and their enemies 
that the new revolutionary 
ideas do possess the suffrage 
of the majority, then, but not 
till then, the party which rep-
resents the revolutionary idea 
is justified in taking steps to 
assume the powers of govern-
ment, and in using the wea-
pons of force to dislodge the 
usurping class or government 
in possession... 

In other words socialists be-
lieve that the question of force 
if of very minor importance. 
The really important question 
is the principles upon which is 
based the movement that may 
or may not need the use of 
force to realise its object... 

The ballot-box was given us 
by our masters for their pur-

poses; let us use it for our own. 
Let us demonstrate at that bal-
lot-box the strength and intel-
ligence of the revolutionary 
idea. Let us make the hustings 
a rostrum from which to pro-
mulgate our principles. Let us 
grasp the public-powers in the 
interest of the disinherited 
class. 

The Workers'Republic 
July 221899 

What is a free 
nation? 
What is a free nation? A free 
nation is one which possesses 
absolute control 6ver all its 
own internal resources and 
power, and which has no re-
striction upon its intercourse 
with all other nations similarly 
circumstances except the re-
strictions placed upon it by na-
ture. Is that the case of Ireland? 
If the Home Rule Bill were in 
operation, would that be the 

case of Ireland? To both ques-
tions the answer is: No, most 
emphatically No! A free nation 
must have complete control 
over its own harbours, to open 
them or to close them at will, 
to shut out any commodity, or 
allow it to enter in, just as it 
seemed best to suit thevwell-
being of its own people,and in 
obedience to their wishes, and 
entirely free of the interference 
of any other nation . . . A free 
nation must have full power to 
nurse industries to health, 
either by government encour-
agement or by government 
prohibition of the sale of good s 
of foreign rivals. It m ay be fool-
ish to do either, but a nation is 
not free unless it has the power 
. . . A nation must have power 
to alter, amend or abolish the 
law s u nder w h ich the property 
of its citizens is held, in obe-
dience to the demand of its 
-own citizens for any such alter-
ation, amendment, abolition 
or modification. Every free na-
tion has that power 

The Workers'Republic 
Feb. 1 2 1 9 1 6 
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DIRECT colonialism passed into history with the 
winding up of the great European colonial em-
pires In the decades after the end of World War 

2. Only vestiges remain - Hong Kong, French pos-
sessions in the Pacific, and Ireland's north-eastern 
Six Counties, the latter a special case of a colony 
become part of the metropolis, the relic of England's 
first ever colony dating from 11b9. 

Does that mean imperialism has disappeared from 
history? Are nations and peoples no longer domi-
nated by foreigners? No! In terms of numbers more 
people are dominated today than before. The Third 
World of Africa, most of South Asia and Middle East 
consists of countries nominally free and inde-
pendent, but with economies and politics - dominated 
by foreign Big Capital, International political forces 
and institutions serving the interests of Big Capital. 

Colonialism, in other words, has given way to "neo-
colonialism". This term was first coined by the late R. 
Palme Dutt. It is now widely used to refer to the 
coexistence of real economic servitude with nominal 
political freedom. In fact a facade of political inde-
pendence makes more acceptable and helps to legit-
imate the economic chains that bind the neo-colonial 
peoples. With his far-seeing political vision Ireland's 
James Connolly prefigured the advent of neo-coloni-
alism almost a century ago when he penned the 
well-known words: "If you remove the English army 
tomorrow and hoist the green flag over Dublin Castle, 
unless you set about the organisation of the socialist 
Republic your efforts would be in vain. England would 
still rule you. She would rule you through her capital-
ists, through her landlords, through her financiers, 
through the whole array of commercial and individ-
ualist institutions she has planted in this country..." 

Neo-colonialism therefore is modern imperialism. It 
no longer rules by means of colonial governors, im-
perial civil servants and the troops of Raj and Foreign 
Legion, but through foreign investments, skewed 
terms of trade, the rape of primary producers and the 
institutional diktats of the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Bank and QATT. And if the natives 
get uppity and seek economic freedom to match their 
political independence, direct- use of old-fashioned 
force by the former colonial countries, or political 
subversion- encouraged frbm within, can still be re-
sorted to to bring them into line. Examples are as-
saults on Guatemala, Granada and Panama, 
overthrow of Iran's Mossadeq, Chile's Allende and 
Congo's Lumumba, and arming of client surrogates 
like Israel and apartheid South Africa to act as im-
perial policemen in their regional neighbourhoods. 

Modern imperialism developed at an advanced 
stage of capitalism, when owners of capital found the 
possibilities of maximum profit-making at national 
level constrained by the small size of domestic mar-
kets or over-strong national Labour movements, and 
saw more profitable opportunities for investment in 
foreign countries. Banks and financial institutions in 
turn acted as transmitters of these Investments, lev-
ying commission on currency exchanges as capital 
investments moved out, and dividends rolled in. Pre-
conditions of modern Imperialism were growth and 
centralization of domestic national capital, linking 
manufacturing with finance capital, and export of 
capital, with repatriation of profits. In Britain this was 
a process undertaken by City of London institutions, 
who for a century have been main stake-holders in 
British imperialism and neo-colonialism. 

Britain, France and the US are countries with a 
significant parasitical class who depend for all or 
some of their income on foreign investments built up 
over generations. They do not make or do anything 
except cash their dividends and keep an eye on the 
foreign shares in the Financial Times and Wall Street 
Journal. These dividends bring some income into 
Britain, to be spent mainly on luxuries and real estate. 
Economists regard them as a plus item in Britain's 
national balance of payments. But high levels of in-
vestment abroad, a process going on now for over a 
century, Is the main reason for underinvestment in 
British Industry and the country's continual econ-
omic deindustrialisation and decline. 

Paradoxically, by losing World War 2 the capitalists 
of Germany and Japan were deprived at a stroke of 
their foreign Investments. This Is why In the post-war 
decades they concentrated on investment at home 
and on modernising their Industry with the most 
up-to-date equipment As a result they completely 
passed out victorious Britain, their war-time enemy, 
In the economic competition between me capitalist 
powers. Unlike Germany and Japan, , the British 
people have been continually burdened by their 
rulers with the legacy of Empire. Who wae It said that 
a nation that oppresses others forges its own chains? 

mm 



IN B R I E F 

The Consequence. 
By Colbert Kearney. 
A Novel Published by 
B l a c K s t a f f . 
Paperback Original. 
Price £8.95. Cover 
illustration by Fiona 
Burns. 

Finton Kearney has a 
p r o b l e m . H i s L on -
d o n pub l i s he r tells 

h i m h i s new n o v e l is 
ready for publication. His 
f ami l y and f r i e n d s are 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to the 
launch. The trouble is, he 
h a s n o m e m o r y what -
soever of hav ing written 
the t h i n g . H is anx i e t y 
deepens when he when he 
g a t h e r s that the nove l 
seems to attack the three 
most important men in 
his life. 

In d e s p e r a t i o n he 
begins to write a ' t rue ' ac-
count of his past that will 
do justice to the three men 

h i s b e l o v e d U n c l e 
P c a r s e , h i s b r i l l i a n t 
t e a c h e r a n d m e n I o r 
Eugene Watters. and the 
roaring, irresistible, tragic 
Brendan Behan. 

Blurr ing the lines be-
tween fact and fiction, 
a n d c a p t u r i n g al l the 
f reshness and attack of 
I r i sh w r i t i n g a n d talk, 
Colbert K e a r n e y ' s enig-
matic novel is one of the 
most stylish Irish literary 
debuts for many years. 

G Curran 

In the Season of The 
Daisies, by Phelan. 
Lilliput Press. Price 
£8.95 pbk. Published 
by Lilliput Press. 

The s to ry o f S ean i e 
D o o l i n . s u r v i v i n g 
twin of a brutal civil 

war murder in the Irish 
mid lands, forms the core 
of this extraordinary first 
novel, in 1948 the Town 
h a u n t e d by its v i o l en t 
past, prepares for a visit 
from de Valera and Presi-
dent O ' Ke l l y . 

Over 24 hours, events 
and ind iv idua l s converge 
as, one by one, the men 
w h o were there on that 
d r e a d f u l n i gh t in 1921 
speak out -schoolteacher, 
doc to r , butcher , pr iest , 
victim - each with his o w n 
involuntary v is ion o f hell. 

The violent, poetic and 
dramatic tale with the re-
tarded D o o l i n at the 
centre is told in language 
that is simple direct and 
emotionally devastating. 
This is a powerful new 
work of literature, which 
bears compar i son with' 
O'Flaherty. 

G.C. 

Times of trouble 

The Irish Troubles: A 
Generation of Violence 
J. Bowyer Bell. Gill & 
Macmlllan £24.99 (HB) 
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The Irish Troubles set out 
to be a definitive account 
of one of the world's lon-

gest conflicts. A s each new day 
brings another twist of hope 
and horror to Northern Ire-
land, this epic study could 
hardly be better timed. J Bow-
yer Bell is an American aca-
d e m i c and an expert on 

v i n t e r na t i ona l i n su r gency 
movements. He has close links 
to the U S intelligence com-' 
munity and author of the clas-
sic history of the IRA , The 
Secret Army. 

It is rarely appreciated the 
extent to which Irish politics 
have always been shaped by 
external influences. Britain 
first occupied and settled Ire-
land to secure her western 
coastline against France and 
Spain. Ireland was a battle-
ground in the English civil 
war, "g lo r ious revolution" 
and indirectly, in the constitu-
t ional s t rugg le s which ex-
tended the f ranchise and 
curbed power of the House of 
Lords. 

Republicans have always 
been internationalist in their 
outlook. It is no coincidence 
that the up r i s i ng s of 1798, 
1848, 1916 and 1968 occurred 
in the rapids of revolutions 
across Europe. 

This is one reason for hope 
that the H u m e - A d a m s dia-
logue and the Downing Street 
Declaration might contribute 
to a lasting peace. In the post 
cold war era where regional 
conflicts are being settled, bor-
ders redrawn and the nations 
of the European Union mov-
ing towards pooled sover-
eignty, the Irish conflict is out 
of date. 

The book begins w ith a de-
scription of Irish society in the 

' 1950s and sixties; the clash of 
modernity and traditionalism 
in the south and the social 
apartheid of the north. The 
slow pace quickens to Burntol-
let Bridge in January 1969 

Untangling Friel 

The Achievement of 
Brian Friel. Price 6.95. 
Edited by Alan Peacock. 
Publ ished by Col in 
Smythe. 

This group of essays is essen-
tial reading for getting an un-
derstanding of the work of 
Brian Friel, Ireland's greatest 
living playwright. His themes 
and preoccupations are appar-
ent in his early short stories, 
many of which were published 
in the Bell magazine,edited by 
Sean O'Faolain 

These themes were, "satire 
on sexual repression", love, 
language, and nostalgia about 
the past, personal involve-
ment with places, the inhu-
mane rigidities of Cathol ic 
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where student civil rights mar-
chers were attacked by 
loyalists. There follows a de-
tailed accountofthesplit in the 
IRA, the rise of the Provos, in-
ternment, Bloody Sunday and 
the descent to carnage. 

The book is stronger on de-
scription than analysis. There 
is no discussion of what might 
have happened had thee La-
bour Governments of 1964-70 
acted earlier to reform on Stor-
mont. It was reasonable for the 
civil rights campaigners to as-
sume that the British could be 
persuaded to act in the same 
way as the American Federal 
government had helped de-se-
gregate its southern states. La-
bour 's failure in this regard is 
shameful. Once the troubles 
started, reform, became all the 
more difficult. 

The chapter on the hunger 
strike is the weakest in the 
book It fails to capture, the 
enormous popular emotional 
power that tjie resistance to 
cr im inal i sat ion p r oduced . 
Brit ish government intran-
sigence, and Margaret Thatch 
er's arrogant public posture 

Church Dogma. All these pre-
occupations later featured in 
the plays.The Troubles ' in the 
six counties which erupted 
after Internment and Bloody 
S u n d a y , caused the 
p laywr ight to increase his 
range and brought his greatest 
work. Translations'. 

Seamus Deane talks about 
translationsofthe place names 
which is the central theme of 
the play, being "an act of ob-
literation, mutilation." This 
has been misunderstood by 
some critics who fail to see that 
the translating in this case is 
being done by an authoritarian 
occupying power and cannot 
be compared to Friel 's own 
translations of Russian plays 
into the English language used 
in Ireland for production in an 
Irish setting. 

republicanised a whole new 
generation. 

Despite the British govern-
ment's public attitude, a var-
iety of factors have combined 
to change the terrain on which 
the conflict hasy been fought 
since the early 1980s. The in-
creasing cooperation between 
the British and Irish govern-
ments within Europe has rele-
gated to strategic importance 
of the Unionists for Britain. 
N o r t h - s o u t h coopera t i on 
makes sense for business. A 
University educated Catholic 
middle class is growing in the 
north while in the south the 
old idealofa unitary Irish state 
has come under revisionist as-
sault. Northern Ireland's wel-
fare state was la rge ly 
protected from the ravages of 
Thatcherism and, despite high 
unemployment, some of the 
worst poverty has been elimi-
nated. 

None of this makes North-
ern Ireland normal. Its econ-
omy is a workhouse, reliant on 
external subs idy , wh i le its 
h u m a n r i ght s record re-
sembles that of a police state. 
But a pol i t ica l sett lement 

could bring a rapid easing of 
civil rights violations and raise 
the prospects for of an am-
nesty for prisoners. 

One final insight of Bell is 
his assessment of the republi-
can movement 's internal de-
bate. Revolutionaries tend to 
be very conservative, he notes, 
coming to important decisions 
through consensus. Sinn Fein 
is right to call for clarification 
of the Down ing Street Declara-
tion - it.is ambiguous. How-
ever there is a central ' 
concession. The British Gov-
ernment has formally stated 
that it is for the Irish people 
A L O N E to decide their own 
future. 

The I r i sh Gove rnment ' s 
statement that it wil l not 
coerce a majority in Northern 
Ireland into a United Ireland is 
not new. What wou Id be new 
would be if Sinn Fein were to 
make a similar statement as 
part of their considered re-
sponse to the Declaration. 
Oncethat common ground has 
been established the question 
of demilitarisation and a cess-
ation of all violence is just log-
is, ics Conor Foley 

The work is of a high stand-
ard t h roughou t . Each con 
tributor has something valu-
able to say about the different 
aspects of Friel's work. The 
range of approach is wide; Ri-
chard York on Friel's use of 
Russian material, Alan Pea-
cock on 'Friel, Greece and 
Rome ' . Sean Conno l l y d is -
cusses use of history in T rans -
la t ions ' . Joe D o w l i n g , the 
director explains why Friel's 
work makes goo^| theatre. 
Seamus Deane and Seamus 
Heaney deal with philosophi-
cal and psychological aspects. 

Desp i te the presence of 
strong women characters in 
Fr iel ' s p lays there is not a 
single woman among the es-
sayists. Seven of Friel's plays 
are avai lable from Gal lery 
Books. Q C 

Four 
Provinces 
Bookshop 

We are open at 
244 Grays Inn Road 
Tuesday to Saturday 
11am to 4pm. 

A little smaller perhaps 
but we still have a wide 
choice of books, 
pamphlets and papers. 
We can obtain the 
books reviewed on this 
page. Come and pay us 
a visit 

tel 071 833 3022 

Manager - Jim Duggan 

The New Protec-
tionism: Protecting 
the future against 
free trade. Time Lang 
& Colin Hines. 
Earthscan, £10.95. 

There are countless ar-
g u m e n t s for free 
trade. A s S u s a n 

George says, 'free trade 
may sound great but is in 
fact the freedom of the fox 
in the henhouse on a glo-
bal scale.' 

It is the global environ-
ment and social values 
which are at grave risk 
from G A T T . So called 
benefits across the globe 
are entirely f ict i t ious. 
India has seen civil unrest 
in opposition to comple-
tion of the G A T T talks. 

There is a p re s s i ng 
need todiscusstrade.pro-
tection of industries, con-
trol of capital and social 
provision. This is a book 
to make readers think and 
act - dangerous stuff. 

John Boyd 

Paddy Clark Ha Ha 
Ha. By Roddy Doyle. 
Published by BCA. 
Hardback. 

Ro d d y D o y l e w a s 
born in Dub l i n in 
1958. H i s first novel 

The Commitment s was 
pub l i shed to great ac-
claim in I987. and was 
made into a very success-
ful film by Alan Parker in 
1991. The film was en-
joyab le but the o lder 
generation had to keep 
the volume down on the 
T V set. The Snapper was 
more enjoyable because 
there was no loud music 
in it and a great story if 
you didn't mind the four 
letter wo rd s used very 
frequently. 

The present volumere-
m i n d s me of " M a r k 
T w a i n ' s H u c k l e b e r r y 
Finn and Tom Sawyer. 
S ucce s s f u l c h i l d h o o d 
books are notoriously dif-
ficult to bring off success-
fully. 

Patrick Clark is ten. He 
loves George Best and Ge-
ronimo. He hates zoos, 
kissing and the boys from 
the corporation houses. 
H e idol ises Father Da-
mien w h o looked after 
lepers in Africa. He bul-
lies the McCarthy twins 
and Willy Hancock into 
playing lepers. Kevin is 
h i s best f r iend. The i r 
names are all over Barry-
town written with sticks 
in wet cement. 

He wants to stop his da 
arguing ^vith his ma, but 
does not know how. He is 
confuted. He sees every-
th ing but unde r s tands 
less and less... 

Witty and poignant, 
earthy and exuberant, this 
story charts the triumphs, 
indignities and bewilder-
ment of Patrick Clark and 
his world, a place full of 
warmth, cruelty and love. 

G. Curran. 
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Down by the Glenside Green Island 
Twas down by the Glensidc I met an old woman 
A-plucking young nettles norsawl was coming. 
I listened awhile to the song she was humming, 
Glory-o,Glory-o,to the bold Fenian men. 

*Tis sixteenlong years s|nce I saw the moon beaming, 
On brave manly forms 

and theireyes were heart gleaming, 
I see them all now sure in all my day dreaming, 
Gldry-o,Glory-o,to the bold Fenian men. 

Some died on the hillside, 
some died with the stranger, 

And wise men have judged 
that theircause was a failure, 

They fought for old Ireland 
and they neveT feared danger 

Gloiy-o, Glory-o, to the bold Fenian men. 

I passed on my way, thanks to God that I met her. 
Be life long orshort^ure 111 never forget her, 
There may have been Ijrave men, 

but they'll never be better, 
Glory-o, Glory-o, to the bold Fenian Men. 

P eadar Kearney 

The Maid of Anner 
She lived bes ide t he Anner 
At the foot of 5 l e v e n a m o n , 
A gent le Irish p e a s a n t girl. 
With mild eyes l ike the d a w n ; 
Her lips were d e w y rosebuds . 
Her teeth of pea r l so rare", 
and a snowdr i f t ' n ea th a 
beechcn bough 
Her neck and n u t b r o w n hair. 

H o w pleasant twa.s to meet her 
On S u n d a y s , w h e n the bell 
Was filling with its mellow tones 
Lone wood and g r a s s y dell! 

"And when at e v e y o u n g ma idens 
Strayed the r iver b a n k along. 
The w i d o w s b r o w n - e y e d d a u g h t e r 
W a s the loveliest of the throng. 

Oh brave, brave Irish girls-
W e well may call y o u brave! 
Sure the least of y o u r perils 
Is the s tormy occan w a v e ; 
When you leave y o u r quiet valleys 
And cross the A t l an t i c foam 
To hoard your h a r d - w o n earn ings 
For the helpless o n e s at home . 

Wri te word to m y o w n dear mo the r 
Say we' l l meet w i th God above; 
And tell my little b ro the r s 
I send them all m y love 
May the angels e v e r gua rd them 
Is their dy ing s i s te r ' s praycr-
And folded in the letter 
W a s a braid of n u t - b r o w n hair. 

And cold and we l l -n igh callous 
This weary hear t h a s g rown 
For thy helpless f a t e d e a r Ireland, 
And for so r rows of m y o w n ; 
Yet a tear my e y e wi l l moisten 
W h e n my A n n e r s ide I stray 
For the lily of the m o u n t a i n foot 
That withered far a w a y . 

Charles J K ickham 

Irish Community Arts Project in I4 lhyear - non profit making 

Celtic Greetings Cards - Christmas Cards - St Patrick's 
Day Cards - Beannachtai Cards - Irish Political Cards 

All greetings in Irish and English - 40p each. £4.5()p for ten 
Please state type or assorted pack 

The island lies like a leaf upon the sea 
Green island like a leaf new fallen 
from the tree 
Green turns to gold as morning breezes 
gently shake the barley 
Bending the yellow corn 
Green turns to gold, there's purple 
shadows on the distant mountains 
Sun in the yellow corn 

They came in their longships front 
lands beyond the sea. 
They came in their longships and they 
saw the land was green. 
Wind in the barley, trout and salmon 
leaping in the river 
Sun in the yellow corn 
Leaping ashore they slaughtered those 
who laboured in the barley 
Scything them down like corn," 

The longships sailed away and new 
invaders came. 
With long bow and lance bringing 
death in England's name 
With sword and with mace they went 
reaping through the fields of barley 
Plundered the yellow corn 
Crop followed crop and prospered in 
the killing field of barley 
Harvest of new young corn 
Marching down the years the men of 
war they came. 4 

With bombs, assassin's bullets. C S gas 
and guns 
Ghosts of the past are chasing shadows 
through the fields of barley 
Hiding in the yellow corn 
9(X) years they tried to trap the 
wind that shakes the barley 
and the sun in the yellow corn. 

The island lies like a leaf upon the sea 
Green island like a leaf new fallen 
from the tree 
Green turns to gold as morning breezes 
gently shake the barley 
Bending the yellow corn 
No force on earth can ever trap the 
wind that shakes the Mtrlcy 
or the sun in the yellow corn. 

Ewan M c C o l ^ 

The Convict of Clonmel 
How hard is my fortune 
And vain my repining! 
The strong rope of fate 
For this young neck is twining. 
M y strength is departed; 
M y cheek sunk and sallow 
While I languish in chains 
in the gaol of Cluanmeala. 

N o boy in the village 
Was ever yet milder. 
I 'd play with a child. 
And my sport would be wilder. 
I 'd dance without tiring 
From morning till even. 
And the goal ball I 'd strike 
To the lightening of heaven. 

At my bed-foot decaying. 
M y hurlybat is lying. 
Through the boys of the village 
M y goal-ball is flying; 
M y horse 'song the neighbours 
Neglected may fallow -
While I pine in my chains 
In the gaol of Cluanmcala 

Next Sunday the patron 
At Home will be keeping 
And the young active hurlers 
The field will be sweeping 
With the dance of fair neighbours 
The evening they'll hallow. 
While this heart once so gay 
Shall be cold in Cluanmeala 
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PTA EXCLUSION ORDER 
CHALLENGED 

Mr. Gerry Adams has challenged the power of the British 
Govern ment who under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
(Temporary Provisions) banned him from entering Bri-
tain. The indefinite exclusion from Britain was signed by 
the Home Secretary in October I e x t e n d i n g a previous 
order signed in 1982. The ban was temporarily lifted when 
Mr . Adams was M P for West Belfast but was rein stated 
when he received an invitation from Tony Benn M P to 
address a meeting at Westminster. The Home Office is-
sued a statement at the lime saying that Mr . Adams "was 
or is concerned in the commission, preparation, or insti-
gation of acts of terrorism connected with Northern Ire-
land." Like all the other 81 exclusion current orders no 
evidence need be presented. Tony Benn said "Banning 
people you don t like is the practice ol d ictators." Thel)dil\ 
Teh-griph 

INTERNAL EXILE AND THE PTA 
The Home Secretary. Kenneth Clarke, has rejected Labour 
Party calls for a modification of the PTA. He stated that 
exclusion orders are only used against those with "a long 
history of key involvement with the Provisional IRA or 
other extremist groups." This is a blatant lie. Involvement 
with the IRA is illegal and is therefore a chargeable of-
fence. N B. Exclusion orders have been used solely against 
Irish nationals who cannot be charged and whotheHome 
Secretary considers have an attitude that should be con-
fined to Ireland. The Guardian 

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY 
Convicted IRA member Patrick Hayes has stated in court 
that the British police have convicted the wrong man. He 
told the Old Bailey judge; "Patrick Kelly was convicted of 
dr iv ing a lorry bomb and sentenced to 25 years. He had 
no connection at all with that bomb or any other bomb but 
was convicted on the basis of his nationality." The hide 
intuitu I 

AFRIKAANER MIND SET 
Theday altera young women was killed in an orange hall. 
David Sharrock of the Guardian gave the U D A a page of 
free publicity to proclaim "Loyalists prepare for long 
war". O f course it was a case of divide and rule. The U D A 
did tell the Sharrock that they had a political programme 
and a new policy document "for an independent Ulster 
would be published shortly". NB. In January the U D A 
published a plan to repartition Ireland and "provide an 
ethnic Protestant homeland" by expulsion and migration. 
Guanluti 9th April. Does the Guardian really believe this 
is a political programme? 

COLLUSION 
Derek Adgey. 23 a Royal Marine has appeared before 
Belfast magistrates accused of five paramilitary offeiH.es, 
including collecting information for the Ulster Freedom 
Fighters. He was also charged with conspiring to murder 
Brian Gillan. a member of Sein Fein, and conspiring to 
murder employees of a taxi firm in west Belfast. The 
magistrates allowed him to be remanded in military cus-
tody. The Times 28.4.94 N B A representative ofthe Repub-
lican movement staled that "Loyalist Killer gangs" would 
not draw the IRA into "the cul-de-sac of sectarian war-
fare". Guardian 

NON EVENT 
M I 6 through the foreign office have released a story that 
the I R A are trying to get arms from Iran. Most ofthe Brit 
ish and a few ofthe foreign papers reprinted the black 
propaganda. The truth is that Iranian intelligence was 
gaining negotiating credibility with (he Germans and 
other "British allies" much to the chagrin of the British 
Intelligence Service who because ofthe Salmon Rushdie 
situation are excluded from direct contact with the 
dreaded Iranians. The story was used to pressure other 
intelligence agents from exchanges with Iran. Guardian 

L A S T W O R D 

"The apathy of the workers seeiped to stultify all our 
efforts; it seemed that with the advance of education a 
spirit of selfishness had been imparted and self-sacrifice 
had died out. The gospel of the materialistic school 
seemed to have captured the great mass of the working 
class. Men replied to your appeal for fellowship and 
brotherly love in the words of Cain: ' Am I my brother's 
keeper? ' ...And then suddenly when things seem blackest, 
and dark night enshrouds abroad, lo! the sun. and lo! 
thereunder rises wrath and hope and wonder, and the 
worker goes marching on." Irish Worker. 12 August 1911 
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Ireland and the English Crown. 
WH E N 1 w as al school in 

L o n d o n over 35 years 

ago, the only f ragments 

of Ir ish H is iory offered to us in 

our history lessons were se-

lected details about the Ir ish 

F a m i n e ' a n d H o m e Rule I f any 

good has come out of the con-

flict in Northern Ireland over 

the last two years, it has to he 

the greater awareness of the 

El izabethan Plantation o f U l -

ster. 

Yet wh i ch historical f i gu ies 

besides C r o m w e l l d o the Eng -

lish assoc iate w i th I r e l a n d ? 

S o m e k n o w o f Pa rne l l . but 

w h o has ever heard o f Sir A n -

thony St Leger ? The m a n w ho 

d e s i g n e d the p o l i c y w h i c h 

gave K i n g Hen ry V I I I a tighter 

gr ip on Ireland in the lf>th cen-

tury ha s been c o n v e n i e n t l y 

forgotten as has so m u c h of 

Br ita in ' s colonial history. 

Anthoy St. Leger 
Sir A n t h o n y St. Leger. Kn i gh t 

of the Garter, was so h i gh l y 

esteemed by his c oun t r ymen 

at the l ime of his death that a 

p u b l i c funera l , an event o f 

p o m p and circumstance, wa s 

ordered for h im by the He r -

a lds ' Office. H i s tomb in U l -

c o m b e C h u r c h in K e n t , 

records: 

This i•(iiilenuui if the privie 
chamber and employed in the most 
honourable iffice under the must 
renin-iicd.Hairy llie Eight and 
the Edward llie sixth.Kings. twice 
Lord Deputy if Ireland.In wliase 
IIICIUICS in his first government, 
the Nobililic and Commons there 
ii ere in dined by general I and free 
consent to ge\e miter Hen lie the 
eight,King of England in the 
Province also Regalia Jura, the 
title and scepter if Klin> to him 
and him Posx critic for ever, wliine 
pracdcccssors were inilitlcil only 
Ijnils of Ireland 

King of Ireland 
.So. w hat k ind o f man w a s Sir 

A n t h o n y Leger and w hat w as 

Ins b a c k g r o u n d ? H o w d id he-

go about i n d u c i n g ' the I r i sh 

' Nob i l i l i e and C o m m o n s ' to 

g ive their 'general! and free 

consent ' to K i n g H e n r y V I I I 

being accepted as K i n g o f Ire-

land ? 

Sir An thony wa s the first 

b o r n - o f nine ch i ldren o f S i r 

Ra lph St.Leger. Sher i f f o f Kent 

and his w ile Isabel. H i s fo rma l 

education w as c omp rehen s i v e 

m the most des i rable sense. 

W h e n tw elve years o f age he 

w a s sent for h i s g r a m m a r 

l e a r n i n g w i t h h i s t u t o r to 

France, for his carriage to Italy, 

lor h i s p h i l o s o p h y to C a m -

b u d g e . for his law to G r a y s 

Inn: and for that w h i c h c o m -

pleted all the g o v e r n m e n t o f 

himself, to court...' where he 

was noticed even as a y o u n g 

man for his "soliditie and w i s -

d o m '. 

A s a barrister and a courtier 

his life might have been une-

ventful had it not been for a 

turn o f events in 1537 w h i c h 

marked the beg inn ing o f h is 

publ ic office. K i n g H e n r y V I I I . 

d i s tu rbed by the eternity o f 

strife in Ireland between the 

Pale and the Gael ic and 'O ld 

Eng l i s h ' l o rdsh ips , appo inted 

Sir A n t h o n y as head o f a com-

miss ion o f three off icers for the 

orilre and establishment to be 
taken anil made touch ing the 
whole slate of our land if Ireland, 
and all and every of our it/ fairs 
within the same, both for the re-
dact it»t if the said latule to a due 
civililie and olxiliens. and ail ml-
van cement if I lie public weal of the 

New policy 
From the time of the Norman 
conquest. Ireland, technically 
governed as a ' L o r d s h i p ' 
through the heads of Norman-
Irish families-the 'old English' 
whoconstituted the Irish par-

liament. was nominally sub-
ject to the Privy Council. But 
the real power was not with 
the Crown. The V cnglish' 
had long since adopted Irish 
customs and language and 
were more contented with the 
supremely equitable Brehon 
Laws than with English juris-
prudence. The Fitzgerald re-
bellion sealed Henry ' s resolve 
to deal with the problem. Sir 
An thony ' s miss ion was to 
examine the situation and sug-
gest a new policy. 

At the time of Sir Anthony 's 
arrival in Ireland in September 
1537 the Pale had shrunk to a 
narrow district o f about 
twenty miles around Dublin. 
On the borders of the Pale, 
manors, houses, tenements 
and land had been abandoned 
and stood rotting. Juries com-
posed of the principle gentry 
and most respected merchants 
heard evidence given on oath 
of hardship and distress being 
caused to the l andown ing 
classes by maraud ing 'old 
English'and Irish. Detailed re-
ports were made of the deposi-
tions regarding thefts, assaults 
and other offences. 

Fo l lowing the inqu i s i t ions 

Sir. A n t h o n y remarked that it 

wou ld be difficult to ho ld Ire-

l a nd . ' f o r o n e J e s s e it be 

peopled with others than be 

there already, and a l so certain 

fortresses by by lded there and 

w aided.if it be gotten the one 

day it be loste the next". Cu r i -

ously the right to ' h o l d ' Ire-, 

land w as never d o u b l e d . 

Domination 
Sir Anthony submitted his 

report to the King in 1538. He 
suggested bringing Ireland' 
firmly under English domina-
tion by a three pronged policy: 
to w in recognition for Henry's 
spiritual and temporal sover 
eignty and to conquer the 
country anew by carefully ap-
plied force and English admin-
istration: to replace the Irish 
system of land division under 
the Brehon laws with the Eng-
lish system of land tenure. 

Sir Anthony was duly con-
stituted as Lord Deputy of Ire-
land in July 1540 and he saw 
Dublin again in early August. 
While most of the land was 
peaceful the Kavanaghs Were 
causing a disturbance just 
south of the Pale. Conscious 

that taking military action 
would be a bad start to his 
mission. Sir Anthony hesitated 
for some days considering his 
position carefully. 

Fair minded man 
In England his reputation as a 
fair minded man meant that he 
had much to lose by acting im-
prudently. But like all English-
men whose bus iness was 
Ireland, he was there for the 
sole purpose of conquest. He 
invaded Kavanagh's territory 
'burning and destroying the 
same". Taken by surprise. Ka-
vanagh submitted and Sir An-
thony. trying to demonstrate 
that King Henry desired obe-
dience rather than property, 
restored their lands immedi-
ately on condition they were 
held by Knight's service to the 
king. Kavanagh had no choice 
but to give his 'genrall and free 
con sen t ' ! By such 'gentle 
handling' Sir Anthony hoped 
to win his loyally. 

Pattern set 
The encounter with the Kava-
naghs set the pattern of Sir An-
t h o n y ' s passage through 
Ireland. For ten months he pro-
ceeded round the country with 
his retinue and soldiers visit-
ing each clan head in turn. 
Months of bitter fighting and 
hard bargaining ensued di-
rectly after his encounter with 
Kavanagh. By Christmas, the 
O 'Mores. the O 'Connors and 
the OToo les had entered into 
Treaties whereby they surren-
dered their lands to have them 
re-granted along with English 
l i l ies . Sir A n t h o n y spent 
Chr istmas at Carlow Castle 
mediating between the Kavan-
naghs and the O 'Mores in an 
attempt to settle personal dis-
putes between. Lloyd was to 
comment: Caesar came, saw 
and overcame. Sir Anthony 
St.Leger came, saw and set-
tled'! 

New Year's Day 1541 was 
spent travelling in Munstcr to 
receive the submission of the 
mightiest of all leaders James 
Filzjohn Fitzgerald. Both men 
got on so well, a friendship 
nourished between them and 
their famil ies for year.s to 
come. 

A visit to Killmallock i,s re-
corded in a letter from Sir An-
thony to the King in w hich he 
observes I hat '/ think none if 
your Grace's Deputies caul this 
way this liiinilrcth yeris btfore' 

Limerick, the stronghold of 
the O'Briens, was his last port 
of call. The meeting with the 
resolute, frosty O'Brien tuned 
out to be a frigid encounter. No 
agreement was reached. Mac-
Wi l l iam of Connaught and 
MacGillpatrick of Ossory were 
not of such stern stuff and 
yielded to Sir Anthony's offer. 

Chieftens hold out 
In addition t u O 'Br ien two 
other great chieftains held out: 
O 'Donnel l and O'Neil l How 
ever, their courageous resist 

ance did not hinder the event 
which took place on 13th June 
1541. Assembled in Dubl in. 
The Irish Parliament, passed 
the act giving Henry V I I I his 
new title: 

That Henry King if England 
and liis successors, should be 
styled Kings of Ireland, with all 
manlier if juris diction, /xnver 
prerogative and royal authority, 
etxiesiasliitJ mil civil.' 

Nominally Henry V I I I had 
in fact enjoyed power and 
prerogative under the former 
title 'Lord of Ireland'. The Act 
simply clarified and stamped 
his position with the official 
seal. 

Act celebrated 
Lavish celebrations were laid 
on in Dublin for the passing of 
the Act. Sir Anthony com-
mented to Henry: The thing 
/Missed so joyously and so miclie to 
the am ten I at ion if every person, 
the Sunday following titer were 
made in the citie g rente Jesting in 
llieir lurwses with a goodly sort if 
glumes'. H a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g 
within the Pale! 

By August even O 'Donnell 
had succumbed but O 'Ne i l l 
still refused to meet Sir An -
thony putting up the fight of 
his life when his Ulster terri-
tory was invaded. After sev-
eral devastating attacks he was 
forced to surrender and a 
meeting was arranged to dis-
cuss terms. A s a concession to 
his own nobility he was ac-
corded an audience with King 
Henry and journeyed to Eng-
land with his delegation to 
surrender his land personally. 

Splendid sight 
mmm—tm—m 

By all accounts they were a 
splendid sight at court. Could 
any King of England have in-
tuited that even while receiv-
ing his title as Earl of Tyrone. 
O'Neill and a thousand years 
of his descendants w o u l d 
never be owned by the English 
Crown. 

O'Brien in turn eventually 
gave in and received titles of 
Earl of Thomond and Baron 
Inchiqutn for his submission 
and renunciation of his claim 
lo land east of Shannon. 

Submission 
In the winter of 1541 forty 

Irish nobles made their formal 
solemn submiss ions to the 
Lord Deputy St.Leger. kneel-
ing before him seated on his 
throne, they laid aside their 
girdles, skeans and caps as a 
gesture of their loyalty to 
sv. ear allegiance to the Crown. 

At ihe prorogued parlia-
ment assembled at Limerick in 
February 1542. with Sir An -
thony presiding, several new 
acts were passed imposing 
English laws intended lo er-
adicate practices c o m m o n 
under the Brehon laws. Dur-
ing ihe two further terms Sir 
Anthony served as Viceroy in 
Ireland and in ihe years lo 
come, law-making continued. 
Without doubt Sir Anthony 's 

'service to the Crown ' tight-
ened England 's grip on Ire-
land yet not enough to prevent 
the later catastrophe of the 
plantation of Ulster. 

Colonist's will 
To-day it is tempting to apply 
20th century norms of justice 
to Sir Anthony and his gener-
ation. Yet the question of the 
lawfulness of one country im-
posing its will on .another did 
not arise for countries of the 
past. No colonist doubted the 
morality of colonisation then 
perceived as morally defen-
sible, and politically expedi-
ent. Insights furnishing us 
with a willingness to acknow-
ledge Ihe right of others to self-
determination only emerge 
after impor tant historical 
lessens have been learned. 

In ourcentury those lessons 
have been learnt by all western 
democracies bar Britain. The 
anglicisation of Ireland in the 
16th century was a tragedy. 
The continued British claim to 
'Regalia Jura' over part of Ire-
land 450 years later would be 
a joke were it not the source of 
such indescribable suffering. 

Amiguities 
Irish history is riddled with 
ambiguity. One might assume 
that Sir Anthony.even with his 
unsullied reputation for inte-
grity, could only earn censure 
from Irish historians. Curi-
ously. this is not the case. Pro-
fessor E d m u n d Curt i s 
described him as 'an gentle-
man of the old aristocratic 
type, and a fair-minded man 
who saw no reason for depriv-
ing lordsor the Church oftheir 
just liberties'. Likewise, Mar-
garet MacCurtain claims that 
'by 1547 no other Englishman 
of his time had such an intui-
tive grasp of Irish affairs and 
no Englishman of his time was 
so universally esteemed in, Ire-
land as Anthony St.Leger. She 
told me personally that she 
considered Sir Anthony as a 
very good media tor'. 

He made many friends 
among the Gaelic nobles. Once 
charged with treason, he was 
ordered back to London.The 
earls of Tyrone. Thomond and 
Desmond, the barons of Upper 
Ossory. O'Carrol of Ely and 
O'Connor sent a petition to 
Henry testifying to Sir Henry's 
good con duel and administra-
tion and demanding a replace-
ment like h im should Sir 
Anthony not be returned to 
Ireland. 

Questions 
The political expediency of 
keeping a nation ignorant of 
Irish history in which my an-
cestor played his pari, has 
proved counter-productive in 
my case. I am not alone. With 
Ireland now on the agenda a 
nation is beginning to ask 
questions. Is it unrealistic lo 
hope they are answered with 
truth and humility, at last? 

Moya Frenz St. Leger 

E L L I S 

R E V I E W 

The Irish Tradition in 
Old Irish Literature. 
Charles O.Wright, 
Cambridge Studies 
in Anglo-Saxon 
England, Cambridge 
University Press, 
£37.50. 

Back in 1985. when I 
first pub l i s hed 
Celtic Inheri tance. 

I argued that Old Eng-
lish.or what is popularly 
called Anglo-Saxon Lit-
erature, was much in-
fluenced by Irish. The 
point that I was making 
was that it was the Irish 
w h o brought literacy 
and learning to the 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 
and help the early Eng-
lish in their first stum-
b l i ng attempts to 
become a literate nation. 

I was particularly in-
terested in the 
numerous similarities 
between^the A n g l o -
Saxon classic Beowulf 
and the earlier Irish Tain 
Bo Fraich. Don't get me 
wrong; I was not the first 
to notice this. Professor 
C.W. von Sydow (father 
of the movie star Max 
von Sydow) was the first 
Norse-Celtic scholar to 
make the observa tion. 

When my book ap-
peared. several critics 
were openly derisive, 
others pointed out that I 
could not be taken seri-
ously. not being part of 
the 'academic establish 
ment'- that is I did not 
ho ld a chair at some 
venerable university. I 
have, therefore, a special 
satisfac tion at seeing the 
publication of this work, 
t h o u g h , t hough it is 
s omewhat on the ex-
pensive side for irtost in-
dividuals. 

Professor Wright (of 
the University of Illi-
nois) has narrpwed.his 
field simply to the Irish 
influence on old English 
Religious literature such 
as 'The Devil 's Account 
the Next Work ' in which 
he sees the influence of 
Irish myth. 

P eter Berresford 
Ellis 

P e t e r 

B e r r e s f o r d 
E I I i s 
Tho se many readers, 
over the years, w ho have 
enjoyed Peter Berres-
ford Ellis's column will 
be sorry to hear that he is 
under doctors' orders. 

The good news, how-
ever. is that if he drasti-
cally cuts down on his 
m a n y wr i t ing, cultu-
ral.and political act iv - ' 
ilies his health should 
improve. 

Best w i she s for a 
speedy recovery from 
nil readers of the Irish 
Dent ofrat. 
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