
1111 I I I I I I I 1 1 I 
! 17t> JUN !995 ) 

i i I i I i i I i i i I 1 1 i i 1 1 1 1 I i i i I i i i i • i 1 1 1 1 i i i i i i I i i M i i i i i i i i i i 1 1 H p 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 / 1 1 1 1 

p2 8 i P4 ^ I K R ' 
British trade unionists speak out Quaint but nasty: The Northern TalRTTatigue: nationalists need a 
more than ever on Ireland: Irish Unionists' view of new approach to get out of a 
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PEACE PROCESS 
f ' • ' ' IRISH nationalism 

allies to attain 
I its ends. It is not 
strong enough on its 

town to change 
British policy. 

The Hume-Adams 
agreement brought 
Northern nationalists 
together. The Irish 
government had no al-
ternative but to lend 
support. Southern 
public opinion would 
not have tolerated any-
thing different. That is 
why John Bruton, Fine 
Gael and the Democratic 
Left, even though their 
hearts are probably not 
really in it, have no alter-
native but to support the 
peace process. 

It was the unity of 
Hume with Adams and 
with Dublin that in turn 
got the support of all 
shades of Irish-America. 
This then swung the 
support of Clinton ad-
ministration. 

It showed the im-
mense potential of Irish 
unity. If either Hume or 
Dublin had said "No," 
Gerry Adams would 

never have been per-
mitted to travel to the 
USA. 

But even Northern 
nationalists, plus Dublin, 
plus America, are not 
strong enough to deter-
mine British government 
policy. 

Only domestic . British 
public opinion is able to 
do that. That is why or-
ganised opinion in 
Britain itself, where 
British laws and policies 
are made, is the most im-
portant potential ally for 
the anti-partition cause. 

Cost of partition 

This is because parti-
tion is against the 
interests of ordinary 
British people. Partition 
costs them a lot of 
money, which means 
higher taxes, and 
strengthens the political 
hold of Toryism over 
themselves. Ultimately, 
it is . British public 
opinion and the British 
electorate that are 
decisive in determining 
the policy of British 
governments. The Con-

nolly Association has 
been pointing this out for 
decades. The penny is 
only now beginning to 
drop with people in 
Ireland 

Irish republicanism 
has always neglected 
political solidarity work 
in Britain, even though 
the near-million-strong 
Irish community h6re 
could be a powerful anti-
partitionist force if it 
were organised and ex-
erted itself. In British 
labour, trade union and 
liberal circles there are 
also powerful potential 
allies. 

Irish nationalism has 
traditionally given only a 
fraction of the attention 
to Britain that it has given 
America. It is much 
easier to look to the US, 
where money is more 
easily available. 

Yet if the Irish com-
munity and British 
supporters of the Irish 
peace process get or-
ganised, they could put 
pressure on British MPs 
of all parties to shift to the 
anti-partitionist side and 
support the demand that 

the British government 
"join the persuaders." 

Organisational work 
in Britain may not be 
glamorous. It may be 
humdrum and often 
tedious, but it is the only 
thing capable of swing-
ing the balance of power 

the matter decisively 
in nixjur of the Irish 
nationalist side. 

Lobbying groups 

The focus of solidarity 
work in Britain needs to 
be lobbying MPs on the 
Irish question in their 
own constituencies, plus 
attempting to influence 
the media. Pro-Unionist 
elements are already 
vigorously lobbying the 
Labour Party. They have 
made significant head-
way in seeking to 
undermine Labour's 
"Irish unity with con-
sent" official policy. 

The focus of Irish 
solidarity work in Britain 
should be on mainstream,, 
Labour and liberal 
opinion, the trade unions 
and the churches. 
> Different organisa-

tions of the Irish com-
munity should set aside 
their differences and 
combine to set up groups 
as widely throughout 
Britain as possible, with 
the aim of lobbying for 
the central demands of 
the peace process, as 
these are: advanced by 
nationalist / republican 
opinion within Ireland. 

What is most urgently 
needed now is that the 
key politicial organisa-
tions of the Irish in 
Britain should cooperate 
to extend their influence 
throughout the country, 
in the same way as has 
been done by the Irish in 
the USA. 

They should set aside 
their theoretical and 
long-term differences in 
order to stimulate the 
demand that the British 
government quit stalling 
and meet the specific 
demands of the peace 
process - meaningful 
peace talks, release of 
prisoners, equal treat-
ment for Nationalists 
and Unionists in the 
North, meaningful 
North-South institutions 

with the capacity to 
develop. 

It was the Connolly 
Association that thought 
of the Civil Rights 
strategy. 

Today, we propose a 
similar coming-together 
of all constructive Irish 
organisations in Britain, 
to unite with our British 
friends, to set up groups 
in every constitituency in 
the country, with the aim 
of lobbying and educat-
ing MPs, councillors and 
the media to get their 
support for the step-by-
step measures needed to 
solve the partition prob-
lem. 

Irish Peace Initiative 

Public meeting & social at 
the Camden Irish Centre, 

London 

Wednesday June 28, at 730 

Mitchel McLaughlin, 
Sinn Fein Six Counties 

chairman 

Bernie Grant MP, Tony 
Benn MP and speakers 
from the London Irish 
Women's Centre and 

Saoirse. Late bar and band. 

Tel: 0171 6091743 
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COMMENT 

We must turn 
round British 
public opinion 

THE British media campaign to re lease Private 
Lee Clegg, jailed for life for the m u r d e r of Bel-
fast teenager Karen Reilly, is a c lear r eminder 
of the strength of British publ ic o p i n i o n as 
wel l as a sign of the prevail ing a t t i t ude to 

Ireland. 
Nor the rn Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick M a y h e w is 

current ly cons ider ing the recommendat ion fo r early 
release m a d e by. the Northern Ireland l i fe sen tenc ing 
review boa rd . 

Not m a n y in the British media have a s k e d w h y 
Clegg 's case should take precedence over all those 
w h o have been convicted for paramil i tary activity 
over the last 25 years as an indirect resul t of Britain 's 
fai led policy in Nor thern Ireland. 

Not m a n y have pointed out that Clegg ' s release, 
before there has been any movement b y t h e British 
g o v e rn men t on an early release p r o g r a m m e for Irish 
political prisoners , will severely damage the already 
fa l ter ing peace process. 

Not m a n y have shown much sensi t ivi ty to the 
wrongs d o n e to Karen Reilly's family. 

Desp i t e 10 months of peace in Nor thern I re land 
no th ing much has been learned in Britain a b o u t the 
disaster that has been Northern Ireland. 

But, as our front page article argues, Bri t ish public 
op in ion is vital for pu t t ing pressure on the British 
gove rnmen t to take init iatives to advance the process 
in Nor the rn Ireland towards peace, reconcil iat ion and 
democracy. 

The o n u s must be on us, the Irish in Britain and 
our f r e inds to inf luence publ ic opinion in t h e right 
direction. 

But there are few Irish people in Britain, n o matter 
how insul ted they were over the Clegg campaign , who 
would dare raise their voice against it. 

The Irish in Britain have become used to l iv ing 
with insi ' l t . Deep-rooted anti-Irish racism, the IRA 
b o m b i n g campaign, the indi f ference of the British 
publ ic have combined to weaken the Irish lobby in 
Britain. 

Both Irish republ icans and loyalists, and anyone in 
be tween , in Britain have an interest in c o m i n g 
together to properly in form the British pub l i c about 
what is needed in Ireland. 

An early release p rogramme of political pr i soners 
is some th ing that mus t be discussed wide ly a n d cam-
paigned for. Even the Irish Taoiseach John Bruton has 
b roken f rom his usual style of agreeing wi th every-
th ing Britain does and has asked John M a j o r to start 
the early release of political prisoners. In Belfast in 
June the Nor thern Ireland Association for the Care 
and Reset t lement of O f f e n d e r s is hos t ing a conference 
on this subject . 

This , a n d all the other debates going on in Ireland 
now, m u s t f ind a place in the British consciousness . 

T h e f e w left voices that have consis tent ly sup -
ported the struggle for democracy in I re land are not 
now e n o u g h . There are plenty of concerned Irish 
people in the media and other posi t ions of in f luence 
in Britain. It is t ime they and all the Irish in Britain 
took their courage in their h a n d s and spoke ou t to 
stop the British misus ing the peace process a n d show 
real commi tmen t to a peaceful solution. 
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British trade unions back 
the framework document 
David Granville 

THERE is strong evidence 
that the changed political 
climate in the wake of the 

r e p u b l i c a n a n d l o y a l i s t 
c e a s e f i r e s is e n c o u r a g i n g 
response from a growing n u m -
ber of British trade unions. 

Significantly, among those 
w h i c h have deba t ed or a re 
abou t to debate, motions on 
Ireland dur ing the current con-
ference season, several, includ-
i n g U N I S O N , MSF, t h e 
T r a n s p o r t a n d G e n e r a l 
Workers Union and the Na-
t i o n a l U n i o n of C iv i l a n d 
Publ ic Servants, have mem-
ber s in the Six Count ies . A 
number also have members in 
the Republic. 

Investing in peace 

M o t i o n s h a v e t e n d e d to 
focus on welcoming the end of 
political violence along with 
s u p p o r t for a v a r i e t y of 
m e a s u r e s to tackle pover ty , 
u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n in the Nor th -
many broadly in line with ele-
ments of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions' p rogramme for 
social and economic regenera-
tion, "Investing in Peace." 

In May the de legates at-
t e n d i n g the N U C P S annual 
conference gave s t rong sup-
port to both the peace process 
a n d the ICTU document . 

Voting overwhelmingly to 
suppor t a motion calling for 
the British and Irish govern-
m e n t s to co-ordinate invest-
men t throughout Ireland, the 
s t rengthening of cross-border 
t r a d e and educational links, 
and suppor t for all-Ireland re-

s e a r c h a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 
programmes, this undoubted-
ly represents a welcome step 
forward. 

Even more significant was 
the suppor t conference gave 
for changes to the justice and 
policing systems in the North, 
the introduct ion of a Bill of 
Rights , a n e n d to D ip lock 
courts, and the repeal of emer-
gency legislation, all of which 
were cited as essential to con-
solidate the peace process. 

Conference also called for 
an end to political vetting and 
recognised the importance of 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g t h o s e im-
prisoned as a result of the con-
flict. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
u n i o n ' s n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e 
c o m m i t t e e , d e p u t y g e n e r a l 
secretary Eddie Riley praised 
the c o u r a g e of I r ish t r a d e 
unionists for their a t tempts to 
u n i t e w o r k e r s a c r o s s t h e 
religious divide and across the 
border. 

"All of us have a decision to 
make wh ich will de t e rmine 
whether there is a fu ture based 
on peace and unity or a return 
to a p a s t d o m i n a t e d by 
violence," he told delegates. 

S e v e r a l d e l e g a t e s f r o m 
b r a n c h e s in I r e l a n d s p o k e 
dur ing the debate, mostly in 
support . David Bedlow from 
t h e a l l - I r i sh L igh t s b r a n c h 
stressed the importance of sup-
porting the ICTU construction 
p rogramme and the social and 
economic benefi ts that would 
result from the development of 
more cross-border institutions. 

Northern Ireland Supreme 
Cour t b r anch delegate John 
W a l s h d e s c r i b e d the ICTU 
programme as " the most con-
s t ruc t ive a n d fu tu r i s t i c yet 
tabled." Its adop t ion w o u l d 
c o n t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
rooting out discrimination, im-
proving social conditions and 
dea l ing w i t h long- te rm un-

employment , h e said. 
What little opposit ion there 

was saw the development of 
an u n h o l y a l l iance be tween 
p r o - U n i o n i s t e l e m e n t s a n d 
sections of t h e ultra-left op-
posed to the peace process. 

In a n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t 
deve lopment , a major report 
by UNISON 'S Irish working 
pa r ty w a s a p p r o v e d at t h e 
union's annua l conference in 
June 

An agreed Ireland 

S e t t i n g o u t a d e t a i l e d 
blueprint for f u t u r e UNISON 
policy the d o c u m e n t stresses 
both the u n i o n ' s responsibility 
to do every th ing in its power to 
a s s i s t t h e p e a c e p r o c e s s 
" towards an agreed Ireland" 
and the impor tance of encom-
passing a "radical programme 
based on equal i ty , social jus-
t ice , c i v i l r i g h t s a n d 
democracy." 

Cenh-al to the union's ap-
proach is assistance and sup-
p o r t f o r g r o u p s a n d 
organisations a l ready working 
in these areas-"enabling them 
to effectively intervene in chal-
lenging and shaping govern-
ment policy." 

One impor tan t example of 
this strategy already in opera-
tion has been UNISON'S finan-
cial suppor t over the past three 
years for the Commit tee on the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Jus t ice ' s 
campaign for internationally 
recognised s t anda rds of justice 
to be a p p l i e d in N o r t h e r n 
Ireland. 

Other key areas highlighted 
by the report include: 

* N o r t h / s o u t h economic 
development 

* E f f e c t i v e an t i - d i s -
c r imina to ry legis la t ion a n d 
policy 

* Suppor t for women, eth-

nic minorities and women 
* Highlighting the effect of 

the conflict on civil liberties in 
Britain. 

* Developing North/South 
trade union links. 

* Highlighting the 
democratic deficit faced daily 
by UNISON members, their 
families and communities in 
Northern Ireland. 

* Educating UNISON 
members in Britain about the 
debate in Ireland 

* Tackling anti-Irish racism 
in Britain. 

* Developing policies 
aimed at eradicating disad-
vantage and poverty as a 
means of promoting economic 
equality are at the core of the 
union's approach. 

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that the union particluar-
ly wants to see the debate 
about international investment 
linked to the issue of economic 
justice in an attempt to ensure 
that resources are channelled 
into the areas of greatest need. 
The report also calls for any 
"peacedividend" to benefit the 
North rather than the Treasury 
coffers in Westminster. 

"What is urgently required 
is the comprehensive restruc-
turing of the Northern Ireland 
economy on the basis of need. 
This will strengthen the peace 
process and promote recon-
ciliation by impacting upon 
the poorest Protestants as well 
as the poorest Catholics," the 
report states. 

"The working party 
believes that it has developed 
an approach which represents 
the interests of the whole 
democratic membership of the 
union, challenges injustice, 
supports a democratic and in-
clusive process and is relevant 
and supportive of the work of 
reaching an agreed solution on 
the island of Ireland." 

C A activity update... 
Alex Reid spoke at Biggin Hill CLP. 
An all-London members meeting was held to look at future 
activity. 
Enda Finlay attended Liberty AGM. 
A11 branches took part in local May Day festivals: Irvine, 
Glasgow, Chesterfield and Clapham Common. * 
Enda Finlay spoke at the Liverpool Irish Cultural and Com-
munity Festival. 
Willie Wallis spoke at a meeting of the John McLean Society. 
London members and supporters worked for the Workers 
Beer Company to raise funds. 
Willie Wallace organised an Irish Quiz night in Glasgow 
Successful bookstall at Lewisham IBRG Easter Festival, May 
Day Festivals and Bobby Sands/James Connolly com-
memoration. 
Alex and Enda are completing a new members pack which 
should be available soon. 
The CA took part along with other groups to oppose the 
renewal of the EPA. 

Has your branch been left out? Send news of activities to 
Enda Finlay or Helen Bennett at 244 Grays Inn Road, London, 
WC1 X 8JR. Telephone: 0171 833 3022. 

1995 A p p e a l 
Donations 22/3/95 -

18/5/95 to the Connolly 
Association and the Irish 
Democrat. 

J McC £15, CC Knight 
£2.50, J Mc Keever £12.50, 
F Jennings £10, A Higgins 
£10.40, D McLoughlin £2, 
N Green £3.60, J Egah 
£2.50, M McGuire £10, 
collection at London 
meeting £21.95, J&V Gib-
son £4, A Morton £5, G 
Curran £4, CC £5, S&K 
Healy £8, C Haswell £10, 
P&E Coulton £8, M Cleere 
£%„g Reidy £2, P&G Mor-
gan Mr&Mrs Dwyer 
£8, B Crowley £10, L 
Wilde £10, P McLoughlin 
in memory of Desmond 
Greaves and Paddy Bond 
£10, Joe Clarke £12, 
Bankers Orders £373.40 

TOTAL: £577.85 

L A T E S T N EW S . . . 
Peace process in jeopardy 

The Sinn Fein talks team has 
wi thdrawn f rom the so-
called exploratory dialogue 
with Northern Ireland Office 
minister Michael Ancram. 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams has said that the 
British government is jeop-
ardising the whole peace 
process by insisting on the 
surrender of IRA weapons as 
a precondition to all-party 
talks. 

Even a symbolic gesture 
of decommissioning arms 
would "symbolise an IRA 
surrender." 

"In my view, had a sur-
render of IRA weapons been 
imposed as a precondition to 
peace negotiations prior to 
the cessation, it is possible 
that there would have been 
no IRA cessation on Septem-
ber 1 last year," wrote Mr 
Adams in the Irish Times 
newspaper. 
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Dangerous dumping raises alarm 
ENVIRONMENT 

Jim Savage 

CONCERN continues to 
mount over the pollution 
threat posed by 

thousands of tonnes of muni-
t ions and nuclear waste 
dumped by the British off the 
coast of West Cork. 

Between 1987 and 1992 
Britain's military authorities 
are known to have dumped 

around 16,000 tonnes of ob-
solete munitions, including 
nuclear weapons and con-
taminated material from 
redundant nuclear sub-
marines. 

The Irish public were only 
alerted to the dangers posed by 
the dump after it became 
known that cannisters of the 
deadly nerve gas Sarin, used 
by the fundamentalist Bud-
dhist cult Aum in their mur-
derous attack on the Tokyo 
underground earlier this year, 
were among unwanted chemi-

cal weapons disposed of by the 
British authorities during this 
period. 

The site is also known to 
have been used by the British, 
Swiss, Belgian and Dutch 
nuclear industries to dispose of 
unwanted waste prior to 1982. 

Although it appears that 
the dumping was never offi-
cially unauthorised, campaig-
ners insist that the Irish 
government was kept well in-
formed about what was hap-
pening off the coast of West 
Cork. 

Outside of Ireland's 200 
mile fishing limit, the dump 
lies within Irish territorial 
waters and campaigners are 
now calling for the British 
government to be made to 
remove illegally dumped 
material under international 
supervision. 

Fianna Fail is now among 
those demanding an explana-
tion. However, campaigners 
have accused them of doing 
nothing about the issue during 
their time in office. 

The myth of EC generosity 
PEACE DIVIDEND? 

John Boyd 

IT LOOKS as though the 
European Community is 
being generous to the 

"programme for peace" and to 
small and medium businesses 
in Northern Ireland. 

In April this year the 
European Commission ap-
proved a programme where 
small and medium sized 
enterpi ; ses in Northern 
Ireland are to benefit from a 
grant of 6.2m ECU (£5m). A 
further 300m ECUs (£244m) 
are to be used for "implement-
ing Europe's programme for 
peace" where local community 
groups are supposed to be in-
volved. Control of some of this 
money will be in the hands of 
cross-border panels and, 
surprisingly, Unionists have 
not expressed any displeasure 

at this prospect. 
This "programme for 

peace" was discussed at a 
European Parliament con-
ference. on 11 April at which 
Commission President Jacques 
Santer pledged "solidarity 
with the people of Northern 
Ireland." The European Parlia-
ment has no powers either to 
raise money or legislate. 

First, it should be made 
clear that both sums of money 
are not grants but a small frac-
tion of the total money paid to 
Brussels by Britain. The so-
called generosity of the EC is a 
myth to persuade die popula-
tion at large what a "jolly good 
dung" the EC is. 

To get hold of this money 
handed out by Brussels nor-
mally requires the bidder to 
put up £1 for every £1 he is to 
receive. In other words, you 
have either to have plenty of 
money already, convince 
another authority or a bank to 
put up the money. 

It costs money to make bids 

and to foake a case for the EC 
grant. To check and verify the 
bid costs money. To check the 
money is spent on the object 
outlined in the bid also costs 
money. All of this comes out of 
the grant which is suitably 
diminished. The last word on 
who gets what is held by the 
unelected Commission. 

Although at first sight the 
grant might appear to be a lot 
of money, in the end only a 
portion reaches the parts it was 
apparently intended for. 

Britain in 1994 passed to the 
EC £1,700m more than it got 
back. This worked out at £120 
for each family of four. North-
ern Ireland's share of this gross 
sum paid to the EC was £45m, 
For example, Birmingham City 
Council in three years spent 
£1,330,000 to obtain Euro 
funds and in ten years received 
£226m. At the same time the 
residents of Birmingham put 
the equivalent of £120m into 
the EC in one year to receive 
just £2.26m. 

On top of that, any project 
funded by EC money has to 
carry notices like - "Built with 
a grant from the EC," even 
though half the money was 
provided by the bidder. 

The grants to Northern 
Ireland need to be looked at in 
this light plus the fact that the 
Unionists have not objected to 
cross-border involvement. It 
Their attitudes indicates that 
the bulk of the money is in-
tended one way or another to 
keep the border and the United 
Kingdom intact. 

The grant for "implement-
ing Europe's programme for 
peace" will no doubt be used to 
keep everybody talking to 
avoid removing the border to 
permit a united Ireland. 
Europe, meaning the EC, will 
not resolve this problem. The 
symbol for what is actually 
happening can be found on the 
front of the National Bank of 
Ireland where the old British 
imperial arms are surmounted 
by a Euro flag. 

Total amnesty not the right call ? 
THE Northern Ireland As-
sociation for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders, is 
holding an international meet-
ing at Queens University, Bel-
fast on the "possible early 
release of politically motivated 
prisoners." 

The former chair of the 
South African Amnesty Board 
Brian Currin will be speaking 
on the difficulties of defining 
politically motivated offences. 
Rathi Jameel Al-Garacci, who 
chaires the Palestinian 
programme for the reintegra-
tion of political prisoners, is 
sharing his own country's dif-
ficulties and experiences, with 
the conference. Italy and the 
Basque country also have rep-
resentatives at the meeting. 

NIACRO deputy director 
Brian Gormal ly 'has said: 
"While we enjoy the continued 
benefits of the ceasefires I 
believe there can be no lasting 
permanent peace without 
resolving the prison situation." 

But he added that the 
debate on possible early 
release of prisoners to date has 
been too simplistic and that the 
issue is very complex. "In spite 
of the ceasefires Northern 
Ireland remains a deeply 
divided society," he said, "and 
it is important that respective 
communities and diverse con-
stituencies have a chance to 
speak to each other if a work-
ing consensus on the future of 
the prisoners is to be formed." 

CONGRATULATIONS \ 

J A N E T A T E 

: on your 80th birthday froui all your friends : 
in the Connolly Association 

i j 

7th Desmond Greaves 
August Weekend Summer 

School 

At the Irish Labour History Museum, Beggars Bush, 
Haddington Rd, Dublin 2. 

Fri Aug 25,7.30 pm: Dr Emer Nolan, 
Maynooth College: Nationalism, Culture 

and the State. 

Sat Aug 26,2.30 pm: Peter Berresford 
Ellis: Orangeism, Myth and Reality. 

Sun Aug 27,11 am: Denis Carroll: 
Thomas Russell and Belfast 

Republicanism. 

Sun, 2.30 pm: Owien Bennett: The 
Evolution of Modern Irish 

Republicanism. 

Fee for full School £30; individual sessions £3. Bookings 
to Cathal MacLiam, School Director, 24 Belgrave Rd-

Dublin 6. 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

Skulduggery 

Rwanda, Yugoslavia, Chechnya - names evoca-
tive of political horror - are milestones in 
European Union skulduggery. "European 
Political Cooperation" is the fancy name the 
EC/EU member states give to their attempt to 

agree common positions on foreign policy issues. In 
practice it means that the smaller EC/EU States go 
along with what suits the big states, or else they kelp 
quiet while Germany, France or Britain get up to some 
skulduggery. 

Rwanda gives its name to the greatest episode of 
human slaughter in history, when, in just six weeks 
last year, over half a million Tutsis were butchered by 
that country's Hutu-dominated government. The Hutu 
soldiers had been armed and trained by the French, 
who were fully aware of what what was being 
planned. When the butchery began France and Bel-
gium used their influence to have the UN troops 
withdrawn from the country, although they could 
have scattered the machete-wielders with a whip of 
grapeshot. Then, when the Rwandan Patriotic Front 
overthrew the genocide-perpetrators, France sent in 
her troops to establish a refugee zone for the Hutu 
leaders and their supporters. The camps, now formally 
under UN protection, are being used as a base from 
which the Hutu leadership is planning a military 
come-back, just as Pol Pofs killers made a come-back 
from a UN protected base in Cambodia. 

The Irish government stayed silent in face of the 
skulduggery of its EC "partner" France. President 
Mary Robinson called for genocide trials of the Hutu 
killers. She said that if there were not at least some tri-
als in Rwanda, perpetrators of genocide in other 
places in future years would realise that they could 
get away with it. But France wants no genocide trials, 
because they would expose France's dirty role in ar-
ming the Hutu killers. So France uses its influence on 
the UN and the European Union to ensure nothing is 
done. When the new Rwandan government tried to 
clear the camps recently, some 2,000 Hutus were mas-
sacred. Almost whooping with delight, France and its 
EU partners jumped in to say there should be no more 
aid to the Rwandan government until those respon-
sible were brought to trial, although the aid given to 
date has been miserable and they have done every-
thing to block action against the killers of the half-mil-
lion Tutsis. The new EC Commission president, a 
non-elected bureaucrat called Santer, successor to the 
unlamented Jacques Delors, says the UN and EU 
should stop aid to Rwanda. He is an arrogant ap-
paratchik pushing a line to please the French. And 
Ireland stays silent. Irish aid workers do their best in 
Rwanda, but the government stays silent rather than 
criticise its French EU "partner." 

Ireland stayed silent, too, in 1992 when Germany's 
insistence on premature recognition of Croatia and 
Bosnia as independent states led inexorably to the 
civil war in former Yugoslavia. Until 1993 the half mil-
lion Serbs inside Croatia had for decades regarded 
themselves as citizens of Yugoslavia, Then the 
European Union said that from April that year they 
should be loyal citizens of the new sovereign state of 
Croatia which the EU, bullied by Germany, said it in-
tended collectively recognising. The Serbs in Croatia 
remembered well the last time there was a Croatian 
state, a puppet of Hitler during World War 2, when the 
Croatian fascists slaughtered half a million Serbs. The 
Serbs in Croatia understandably refused to accept the 
new allegiance which Germany and the EU had 
decided to foist on them and went into rebellion. Com-
plicity in this incitement to civil war was the first 
quasi-imperialist action the Irish state has ever 
engaged in. 

Ireland has been silent, too, while its EU partners 
connive with Russia in its suppression of the 
Chechens. The EU was delighted to champion the in-
dependence of the Baltic states in order to help break 
up the former USSR, but not the right to self-deter-
mination of Chechnya, for fear it would offend their 
friend Boris Yeltsin, who owes them a lot of money. 

These are three examples of how "European Politi-
cal Cooperation" makes Ireland a partner in a collec-
tively iir "trialist foreign policy, side by side with 
Germany, France and Britain, countries stained with 
the blood of tiie countless nations and people they 
have exploited and still exploiL 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

DEMOCRAT LETTERS 

Socialists and self-determination 

Peter Latham asks in his important letter under what 
circumstances can we expect nations to achieve self-
determination. I doubt if there is a general rule. We are 

not called upon to advocate self-determination for other 
peoples. That is for them to decide. There is no duty on 
democrats to assert national rights for nations that do not 
want them. That would be futile in any case. 

The democratic principle is that nations and peoples have 
a right to independence. How they exercise that right is their 
business, not ours. Our obligation as internationalists and 
democrats is only to show solidarity with them if they ask for 
it. 

Peter speculates whether independence and self-deter-
mination can retard socialism or not. But how can a country's 
achievement of independence hold back socialism? In the 
case of the USSR I believe that it was largely the dismantling 
of socialism by Moscow- glasnost which gave everyone the 
right to complain, and perestroika which gave people some-
thing to complain about! - that propelled the country's con-
stituent nationalities to believe, rightly or wrongly, that they 
would be better off on their own. For Gorbachev's reforms 
were making things worse for people, not better. 

In World War 2 socialists backed British capitalism in 
fighting to defend this island's democracy against Hitler. It 
was the Tory Churchill who led the nation in opposing 
foreign rule. It would be grand if all national independence 
movements were led by the left. Sometimes they are, like 
Vietnam. Often they are not, like India or Scotland. Obvious-
ly socialists should seek to be the most consistent campaig-
ners for national independence, but is it not their duty to 
champion democracy for their own people, whether they 
happen to lead the national movement or not? 

John Murphy 
London 

Ghandi's way 

I have seen one issue of the Irish Democrat, which seems a 
most intelligent paper. Its aim "a United Ireland by peace-
ful means" is also most encouraging. The word "democrat" 

obviously means that you believe in majority decisions about 
such things. Let's hope the majority - in all Ireland and Britian 
- will soon agree with your aims. 

One thought for what it is worth - about your journal: 
there is a magazine called Asian Times, for Indians and Pakis-
tanis living in Britain. I used to see it regularly. Until recently 
it seemed to be dedicated to showing up the native Brits as 
thoroughly wicked, malicious and exploitative. Of course, 
very few Asian readers were uncharitable enough to believe 
this! But it catered for the few who really do specialise in 
demonising the other side, or rather inventing it. 

Ghandi showed us how to communicate with "the other 
side," and it is certainly not profitable to treat them as "the 
enemy." His attitude is particularly relevant today, and is 
only recently beginning to be re-examined. I 'm not talking of 
his particular methods, in India, but his principles and basic 
approach to those who disagree or oppose you. It is a very, 
very difficult thing, but no alternative exists. Does your 
magazine promote understanding and openness to "the 
other"? Or is it generating more resentment? It is really worth 
considering! In peace and in love for Ireland, 

Julian Brotherton 
London N15 

Graves appeal 

The National Graves' Association intends to erect a fitting 
memorial in the Republican Plot in Glasnevin Cemetry 
to the "Forgotten Ten" ie Kevin Barry and his comrades 

who were hanged in Mountjoy Jail during the War of Inde-
pendence. 

We are appealing to nationally-minded people at home 
and abroad for their support in this venture. Any help you 
can give either financial or otherwise will be much ap-
preciated. 

Gifts or vouchers to donate as prizes for our fund-raisng 
events would be very helpful. All donations large or small 
will be gratefully received and acknowledged. 

We are a voluntary organisation, not in receipt of state 
funds of any kind. 

M. Ni Cearnaig, Ard Runai, 
National Graves Association, 

74 Dame Street, 
Dublin 2. 

Empire's hangover 
LUKE GIBBONS 
shows how 
Unionists cleave to 
an out-of-date 
concept of 
Britishness that 
has been largely 
abandoned in 
Britain itself 

Why has culture become 
a po l i t i ca l i s sue in 
Ireland in a way that 

did not happen in Scotland or 
in Wales? 

It should be obvious now 
that in the late 20th century our 
Irish identity - "Irishness" - is 
p lu ra l i s t and many- s ided . 
Current definit ions of Irish 
identity have not totally dis-
placed previous identities, but 
they have extended them. We 
should not think that modern 
I r e l and began w i t h Sean 
Lemass . The inclus ive all-
embracing Irish national iden-
t i ty tha t we seek today, 
encompassing Protestant and 
Catholic, has a long prehis-
tory. 

The revisionist historian 
Roy Foster lists "varieties of 
Irishness" in his writings. But 
none of the varieties he lists are 
entitled to be separatist. Foster 
continually counterposes Irish 
republicanism and liberalism 
as if they are opposites, never 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y . What we 
need to highlight nowadays 
are forms of Irish nationalism 
that are liberal, radical and 
p lu ra l i s t because they are 
Republican, not in spite of that. 

The ques t ion facing us 
today is whether a pluralist 
and liberal Irishness can be 
reconciled with "Britishness." 
Why did separatism, the ideol-
ogy or a sp i r a t i on for full 
s e p a r a t i o n f r o m England , 
come on the historical agenda 
in Ireland in a way that did not 
happen, or at least has not hap-
pened yet, for Scotland and 
Wales? Was there any in-
herent logic propelling Ireland 
along the road to total separa-
tion, a logic that did not exist 
for Scotland and Wales? 

The native language, after 
all, is stronger in Wale? than in 
I r e l a n d . P e r h a p s because 
Welsh has not been so linked 
to po l i t i cs in Wales , the 
English government did not 
feel they had to extirpate it, as 
they set out to do with Irish. 
Likewise London permitted a 
degree of political and ad-
minis t ra t ive a u t o n o m y to 
Scotland, with its local legal 
system, education system, ad-
ministration and so on, be-
c a u s e that w a s not so 
po t en t i a l l y pol i t ical ly 
dangerous as in Ireland. 

In the 19th century full 
separatism for Ireland in no 
way seemed inevitable. Some 

of Ireland's leading Victorian 
cultural nationalists were 
unionist in politics, not 
separatist - for example 
Samuel Ferguson and Stan-
dish O'Grady. They were 
prepared to work within the 
ambit of British rule. O' Con-
nell and Parnell were not 
republican separatists. The 
demand for Home Rule, which 
dominated 19th and early 20th 
century Irish nationalism, was 
compatible with remaining 
part of the United Kingdom, 
side by side with Scotland and 
Wales within "Great Britain." 
So why did the Irish part com-
pany with this ecumenical 
Britishness, which has con-
tinued to satisfy the Scots and 
the Welsh up to the present? 

The standard answer given 
by revisionists like Foster, FSL 
Lyons, Conor Cruise O'Brien 
et al, is that the Irish allowed 
themselves to be steered away 
from this "Britishness" as a 
second identity by the 
"hillside men," the militants, 
who hijacked the in-
tegrationist movement from 
the constitutionalists. Pearse, 
for example, was originally a 
Home Ruler, until events 
precipitated by Carson and his 
Ulster Volunteers turned him 
towards physical force. 

The reason therefore why 
Ireland was pointed towards 
full separatism from Britain 
was Northern Unionist resis-
tance to Home Rule. If suc-
cessful, Home Rule would 
have turned Ireland into 
another Scotland. For Home 
Rule did not threaten British 
overall sovereignty in Ireland. 
It did not threaten the British 
citizenship of Irish people or 
of Irish Protestants. What 
Home Rule did endanger was 
a supremacist form of being, 
the superior status of the 
Protestants within Ireland, 
and especially in the North of 
Ireland. Majority rule in a 
Home Rule Ireland necessarily 
entailed an end to anti-
Catholic discrimination, and 
full equality between Protes-
tants and Catholics. The 
Northern Protestants were 
mostly unwilling to accept 
that. 

Manufactured 
"Britishness" is a manufac-

tured identity, developed 
deliberately to reconcile 
England, Scotland arid Wales 
to the union. It is an artifical 
secondary identity aimed at 
overcoming the tensions be-
tween the constituent 
nationalities of Britain. Linda 
Colley, in her brilliant book 
Britons: Forging the Nation 1707 
to 1837, shows how the 
development of Britain as a 
political concept, and a sense 
of "British" identity, can be 
discussed without referring to 
Ireland at all. The political con-
cept of Britain and the ideol-
ogy of "Britishness" and 
British identity in those days 
were largely defined by refer-
ence to those with whom 

Britain went to war in Europe, 
or in the colonies she con-
quered and supposedly 
brought civilisation and 
Christianity to, as she ac-
quired her world-wide em 
pire. 

Unlike Ireland, England, 
Scotland and Wales were 
overwhelmingly Protestant, 
so that Protestantism and the 
identification of the Crown 
with Protestantism under the 
Act of Settlement, became a 
key component of "British 
ness." Anti-Catholicism was a 
key element in British con 
sciousness during the 18th 
century and for much of the 
19th. The manufactured iden-
tity, "Britain", was over-
whelmingly defined as 
Protestant vis-a-vis the other, 
namely Catholic France and 
the largely Catholic continent. 
For much of the time between 
the 1690 and 1815 Britain was 
at war with France, her 
Catholic rival, in Europe, in 
North America and in India. 
The Stuart pretenders to the 
Crown were Catholic, spon-
sored by France. If the Stuarts 
had succeeded it would have 
put Britain under the foreign 
hegemony of France. 

The Protestant character of 
the realm became a key ele-
ment in 'British' patriotism at 
this time, for despite various 
national and . regional d i f -
ferences between England, 
Scotland and Wales, these 
three regions had the vital ele-
ment in common that they 
were overwhelmingly Protes-
tant in religion. Britain as an 
artifically created nation was 
largely defined by war and 
conquest. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries the Scots and Welsh 
middle and upper classes did 
well out of the colonies and 
played a key part in conquer-
ing and administering the 
British Empire. 

Ireland had a different 
trajectory from Scotland and 
Wales. Ireland, being 
Catholic, was treated as a 
colony, where equality of 
treatment and parity of es-
teem, to use the current buzz-
words, were systematically 
denied. So what ultimately 
pushed Ireand in the direction 
of separatism and 
republicanism, from the first 
republicans, the United Irish-
men of the late 18th century, 
onwards was the denial of 
equal citizenship with the 
other member nationalities of 
the United Kingdom. 

Today, a transformation is 
taking place in the dominant 
identity and culture of these 
island's Britishness. With the 
empire gone, with Britain no 
longer engaged in the wars 
that were so effective in the 
past in stimulating a sense of 
all-Britain patriotism, with 
most British people indif-
ferent to Protestantism, with 
the British Crown substantial-
ly discredited in the eyes of the 
public, with the ^mpire ceas-
ing to underpin financially the 
elites of Scotland and Wales, 
with Governent policy com-
mited to integration in Europe 

with the former Catholic 
States of France, Italy and 
Spain, the binding cement of 
"Britishness" is rapidly crum-
bling inside Britain itself. 
Some think that it will not sur-
vive much longer and that 
Britain as a political state will 
in due course cease to exist 

Calcified 
A calcified and redundant 

form of Britishness survives 
however in Ireland, among 
Ulster Unionism. Unionism is 
still stuck in the out-of-date 
ideology of an 18th and early 
19th century sense of "British-
ness," with its rabid anti-
Catholicism, its notions of 
superiority, its implicit 
racism, its valuing of the 
Crown in the Protestant suc-
cession as the key symbol of 
political nationhood. The 
ideology of "Britishness" that 
is fast disappearing in Britain 
itself survives in the Six Coun-
ties in all its artificiality. The 
superiority notions of Six 
County Protestants are still 
based on an underlying im-
perialist rhetoric of racial su-
periority, which was 
commonplace as a component 
of 18th and early 19th century 
"Britishness." A thaw is long 
overdue in the frozen and ar-
chaic ideology of Ulster 
"Britishness." 

Current British govern-
ment policy is to "normalise" 
the Ulster Unionst concept of 
Britishness, to bring their 
Britishness out of the 18th cen-
tury and into the 20th. But that 
project is being flatly rejected 
by the Unionists themselves, 
with political consequences 
still unforseeable, and of 
course the ideology of British-
ness within Britain itself is in 
severe crisis. 

Can Northern Protestants 
today find a more progressive 
substitute from within their 
own traditions, rather than 
rely on an ideology of British-
ness largely imported from 
without? Protestantism is in-
herently individualistic and 
hostile to the elaboration of 
ideologies. Perhaps Northern 
Protestants can contribute to a 
rethinking in the Irish context 
of the universal ideas relating 
to the rights of man? Tradi-
tionally the rights of man en-
tail the notion that individuals 
were or should be equal. 
Today, as new cultures and 
long suppressed nationalities 
assert themselves around the 
world, it is gradually being 
recognised that groups and 
cultures should be equal also, 
an idea that has significant 
practical political implica-
tions. If the Ulster Protestants 
can revert to their best tradi-
tions, those of the 18th century 
United Irishmen, they can as-
sert this principle of parity of 
esteem for diverse cultures 
and traditions in the new 
Ireland they are called on to 
construct side by side with 
their Catholic feljow 
countrymen. 
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Quantum leap for 
peace needed 
OWEN 
BENNETT looks 
for a way out of the 
present impasse in 
the peace process 
and argues that too 
much attention is 
being paid to the 
'talks. 

THE IRA ceasefire is now -
incredibly - nearing the 
end of almost its first year. 

Despite this, the British 
response has been mean-
minded and niggardly. 
Promises made before the 
ceasefire of "an imaginative 
and generous response" have 
been welched on. 

After the recent "historic" 
meeting between Michael 
Ancram and the Sinn Fein 
delegation at Stormont, there 
could be no disguising the 
frustration on the part of the SF 
delegation. 

The latest British tactic of 
duplicity is to soft-soap Irish 
and international opinion by 
pretending to be flexible on the 
issue of "decommissioning of 
weapons," but actually har-
dening (heir position in direct 
contact with Sinn Fein. 

Critics of the ceasefire 
within republican circles could 
well point out that the 
republican movement has got 
next to nothing in return for it. 

But this is only true depend-
ing on which direction you are 
looking in. For, despite the lack 
of response from the British, 
movement from other quarters 
has been of earthquake dimen-
sions. 

And indeed, it may be the 
very nature of the political 
earthquake caused by the 
ceasefire which could explain 
the spiteful behaviour of the 
British. 

Almost overnight the 
British found themselves iso-
lated. They could no longer 
portray the "Irish problem" as 
one of "mindless terrorism," 
and their own intransigence 
came under the public spot-
light. 

The British strategy of en-
listing the support of the Irish 
government in the war against 
republicanism was in tatters. 
Inaedibly, there was a Dublin 
government closer to the 
republican movement than to 

the British. And on top of that 
the US administration valued 
fhe views of that government 
over those of London. 

International observers 
wer? puzzled at the un-
restrained fury the ceasefire 
provoked from Unionists in 
the north, and in the months 
that followed the Unionists 
demonstrated on numerous 
occasions what the real prob-
lem of the Six Counties was. 

The political transformation 
was most dramatic in the 
Republic. The professional 
"denouncers of violence" were 
almost incoherent with out-
rage at the ceasefire, making 
the ordinary citizens scratch 
their heads in wonderment. 

Theceasefire was like a light 
being switched on, and 
everyone was seen in their true 
colours. 

And those who were up to 
no good were seen to be up to 
not good and their rage was 
because they were found out. It 
is these elements who have 
been working since the 
ceasefire to'go back to the days 
of darkness. They are the 
parasites of conflict. 

A new stage 
The critics of the ceasefire 

see the peace process as some-
thing passive, depending on 
reciprocal gestures from the 
British. But it is actually a "new 
phase of struggle" in which 
political strategy is the main 
weapon. 

This strategy united all sec-
tions of nationalist opinion be-
hind the ceasefire and the 
nationalist case, as well as gain-
ing alliances with wider 
democratic forces..The right 
wingers of all shades were iso-
lated in their disgruntlement. 

The British government had. 
two choices in the situation: 
either do the decent thing and 
become part of the peace 
process, or try to wreck it. It is 
becoming increasingly ob-
vious that it has chosen this last 
course of action, and is at-
tempting to turn the tide in the 
"new phase." 

Its objective is to re-estab-
lish the centrality of the British 
view of the Irish question on 
the world stage. 

The collapse of the 
Reynolds administration 
under the most suspicious of 
circumstances was an enor-
mous boost to this objective. 
The key element of the 
naionalist alliance was taken 
out of this picture, to be 
replaced fey the more supine 
Fine Gael administration. 

Whether this happened 

with, or without, the aid of 
British intelligence we will 
never know. Pe;?friaps there is 
no need for paid agents in 
Ireland when there are native 
elements willing to do Britain's 
dirty work for nothing. 

What is beyond dispute was 
the role of sections of the media 
who whipped up the climate of 
anti-Fianna Fail hysteria which 
led to the dbwnfall of the 
government. 

The weapons issue 
It is widely regarded in 

Ireland that the British know 
that the issue of "decommis-
sioning of weapons" is not a 
realistic demand, since it is tan-
tamount to an IRA surrender. 
They have introduced it to 
cause division and alarm in 
republican ranks. 

It also has been used to 
weaken the nationalist al-
liance. John Bruton has been 
brought back on side by the 
British on the issue of weapons, 
so that the balance of political 
forces now more closely 
resembles that of pre-ceasefire 
days, when the British strategy 
was to use the Dublin govern-
ment against the republican 
movement. 

That this should have hap-
pened when the republican 
movement is maintaining a 
ceasefire is a disgrace. After a 
recent meeting with John 
Major in Moscow, Bruton came 
put publicly in supporting the 
British demand on "decom-
missioning." 

The British were reported to 
be "extremely pleased" with 
this. Bruton's comments were 
widely . circulated in 
diplomatic circles, and were 
used against Martin Mc-
Guinness in his recent meeting 
with Michael Ancram. 

So while the republicans 
have entered a "new phase of 
struggle" so have the British. 
The British are trying to ensure 
that all "progress" is seen in 
terms of a virtual republican 
surrender, and of republicans 
and the rest of nationalist 
Ireland accepting the 
legitimacy of British rule in the 
north. 

Thus the British, having ini-
tially been isolated by the 
peace process, are now taking 
control of it, by recreating the 
political agenda that prevailed 
prior to the ceasefire when 
republicans were isolated. 
Needless to say, they have 
been assisted in this from all 
those elements in Irish society 
fearful of the democratic 

progress the ceasefire repre-
sents. 

What is now needed is a 
leap forward out of the present 
quagmire. Looking towards 
Britain for concessions will 
only lead us all further into it. 
Britain has demonstrated that 
it is only interested in negotia-
tions to put the republican 
movement under pressure. 

By placing such emphasis 
on the need for talks with the 
British, republicans may have 
unwittingly helped to create 
the scenario for the British to 
lay down the law. After having 
pushed the British to the side 
by the peace process, why be so 
eager to bring them centre 
stage again and allow theirt to 
set the agenda? 

The preoccupation with 
talks with the British seems to 
be a hangover from the armed 
struggle way of thinking, 
when the struggle was seen as 
primarly between two sets of 
military antagonists. 

Republicans should be 
aware that the British use 
negotiations to help recreate 
the old "eyeball-to-eyeball," 
IRA-vs-the Brits situation, to 
keep the republican movement 
thinking along these narrow 
lines. 

The next step 
What is needed is to follow 

through the logic of the 
ceasefire, and galvanise the 
popular support it enjoys 
amongst Irish nationalists. It 
could be argued that when the 
IRA called its ceasefire they 
were not making peace with 
Britain, but with the rest of 
Irish democracy, in order to 
pursue a more vigorous anti-
imperialist policy. 

There is a desperate need to 
consolidate the position as it 
now stands and repulse the ef-
forts of the British and the 
domestic right wing to 
sabotage dungs. This will not 
be done by abstract arguments 
about Irish unity, since we will 
not get to that desirable stage if 
thepresent situation is allowed 
to dip. 

A campaign under the 
general slogan of "Support the 
Peace Process" or even "Save 
the Peace Process" would have 
the effect of gaining public 
support for the position of the 
republican movement and for 
the cause of peace at the same 
time. 

The British government 
would find itself isolated onces 
more and the right-wingers 
would be scattered and shown 
up as the real war-mongers. 

JOHN MURPHY'S 
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Developing 
democracy 

Democracy - self-rule by the people themsel-
ves - is a concept is so rich that it is worth 
considering aspects of it this column has not 
touched on before. Future historians are like-
ly to regard mankind in our time as still 

being at an early and rather primitive stage of 
democracy. 

Kurds, Chechens, Baluchis, Tamils, Ibo, Basques 
and many others, are struggling before our eyes for 
political self-government. The right of nations to self-
determination, a fundamental principle of democracy, 
has yet to be exercised by hundreds of peoples that are 
still being born out of the clan and tribal societies in 
which half the human race still lives. 

But democracy even within long-established nation 
states has a long way to go. The English, American 
and French revolutions proclaimed the great 
democratic principle that those ruled by the law 
should have a say in making the law. But it is only in 
the 20th century that mankind achieved the universal 
franchise, with women having a vote alongside men. 

But one-person one-vote is not democracy if the 
electoral system itself is profoundly unfair. Did you 
know that not a single British government since 1945 
has had a majority among voters in the country? When 
Labour did win a majority of votes in 1951, the Tories 
nonetheless won the election. This is because Britain's 
first-past-the-post system is so undemocratic. It means, 
for example, that if one candidate in a constituency 
gets 30 per cent of the vote and three others get 23 per 
cent each, the 30 per cent candidate takes the seat and 
the majority have no representative. Proportional elec-
tion systems, where seats are allocated in poportion to 
votes cast, are far more democractic. A good 
democracy, too, should permit a reasonable minimum 
of citizens to requisition a referendum on any issue. 

Party funding is another aspect of democracy. 
American presidential candidates must be either mil-
lionaires or backed by millionaires. In Britain big busi-
ness finances the Tories, while Labour looks for funds 
to the trade unions. A healthy democracy is impos-
sible without strict control of private donors and some 
element of public funding for political parties. 

Democracy, too, requires a free press and the out-
lawing of media monopolies. Tony Benn is one of the 
few people calling for Britain's media moghuls to be 
controlled in the interest of free, open political debate. 
Term-limits are also desirable for democracy. 
Americaiupresidents can hold office for only two 
terms. A maximum of two to three terms, or ten to fif-
teen years, seems desirable for all MPs and public of-, 
fice holders. That would bring in new blood. It would 
encourage politicians to concentrate on doing good 
while in office rather than making long-term careers 
in politics for themselves. It would discourage empire-
building. A general push for term limits is likely to be-
come a general democratic issue during the coming 
century. 

Democractic, good government centrally requires 
good government locally. Thriving local government, 
with power devolved as close as possible to the those 
affected by decisions, underpinned by an independent 
local tax system, is the vital soil for democracy in any 
society. That is one reason why Scandinavian 
democracy is strong. 

And how can the temper of a country be truly 
democratic if there is a monarch, an aristocracy, titles, 
a court and a House of Lords, all of which encourage 
snobbery, irrational social deference and preening 
throughout public life? The true democrat will say, 
"Away with them!" 

And democracy is incompatible with the power of 
the money lords and high finance, the concentration of 
class power in the hands of monopoly capital, national 
and transnational. That point makes it evident that 

socialism - for its completion, that democratic political 
institutions call for socialist controls on capital to com-
plement them, the democratic revolution, in other 
words, puts the socialist revolution on the historical 
agenda. 
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IN B R I E F 

Part of the 
Third World 
A Guide to Ireland in a 
Developing World. By 
Gerard McCann, 
Stephen McCloskey 
and Gerard Duddy. 
Available from One 
World Centre, 4, 
Lower Crescent , 
Bel fast . £3.00 
(include p&p) 

THE aim of this publi-
cation is to facilitate a 
analysis of Ireland, 

north and south, both in a 
national and a global con-
text. The authors have 
chosen four main sections 
to carry out this analysis; 
1) Demographic profile, 2) 
Economic Profile, 3) So-
cial profile and 4) Politics 
and^ Conflict. These four 
c o m p o n e n t s are then 
c o m p a r e d with 11 
c o u n t r i e s which have 
similar population struc-
tu res a n d history to 
Ireland. 

The study provides a 
f a sc ina t ing number of 
carefully chosen statistics 
and commentaries from a 
wide variety of sources to 
show that Ireland has 
many similarities with the 
d e v e l o p i n g world . 
Readers may be especially 
interested in the chapter 
on politics and conflict, 
where a number of paral-
lels can be drawn between 
civil liberties and human 
rights abuses in the north 
of Ireland and those in the 
notorious basket cases of 
South a n d Cent ra l 
America. 

For anyone wanting to 
c o m p a r e I r e l a n d ' s 
development with that of 
other European countries, 
this publication will serve 
as an informative starting 
point. 

• Enda Finlay 

Partners in 
escapism 
The Fabulist. By Philip 
Casey. Published by 
Serif £9.99<pbk). 
THIS is a very enjoyable 
novel a b o u t two in-
d i v i d u a l s , Tess and 
M u n g o w h o s e lives in 
Dublin change when they 
meet each other. Finding a 
connection with each other 
but determined to escape 
their humdrum lives, both 
reinvent their lives and ex-
periences, to live together 
in a mutual world of fan-
tasy. This procedure is not 
as u n c o m m o n as o n e 
might imagine among the 
lower middle classes. 

This is Casey's first 
novel and hopefully .he 
will continue to deliver as 
he has done with this im-
pressive first attempt. 

. • Maria Maguire 

IRISH BOOKS 

A case for nationalism -
from a Unionist historian 
W.E.H. Lecky, Historian 
and Politician 1838-1903, 
by Oonai MacCartney, 
Lilliput Press, Dublin, 
£18.99. Reviewed by 
ANTHONY COUGHLAN 

THE great Irish Victorian 
historian, Lecky gave ster-
l ing s e r v i c e to Ir ish 

nationalism. Yet he ended his 
life as one of Trinity College's 
t w o U n i o n i s t MPs at 
Westminster, the other being 
his fellow Dubliner Edward 
Carson. 

Lecky's five volume History 
of Ireland in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury is still essential reading for 
s tuden t s of the period. As 
Donal MacCartney, professor 
of mode rn Irish history at 
University Cqllege, Dublin, 
says in his fine biography: "No 
other historical writer had con-
tributed to so much to the con-
cep t of the moral and 
constitutional invalidity of the 
Act of Union of 1800." 

Lecky's work was seized 
upon by the Irish Home Rule 
movement and its liberal allies 
in Britain as lending historical 
support for their case, even 
though, in his last years, Lecky 
himself b e c a m e a f i rm 
defender of the union. In the 
controversies of the 1890s the 
younge r m a n w a s of ten 
quoted against the older. 

Lecky's y o u t h f u l heroes 
were Grattan, Swift and Davis, 
a Protestant w i th an Irish 
father and mother , he was 
liberal in outlook, sceptical in 
religion and contemptuous of 

the pol i t ia l r e l i g i o u s sec-
tarianism endemic in Ireland. 
It was his l a n d l o r d back-
g r o u n d t h a t m a d e Lecky 
unionist in later life. He had 
inherited 2,000 acres in Coun-
ties Carlow and Laois, the 
rents from which always kept 
him in comfort. He never had 
to work for a wage. Following 
his student days at TCD he 
spent ten years wander ing 
around the continent, reading 
in libraries and making notes 
for his great works, The Rise 
and Influence if the Spirit of 
Rationalism in Europe and 
European Morals from Augustus 
to Charlemagne. 

' These w e r e p i o n e e r i n g 
works in the history of ideas. 
They sought to show the in-
fluence of climate, geography, 
scientifitdiscovery, individual 
personality and social trends 
on European values from the 
Roman Empire to the 19th cen-
tury. Lecky did not grasp the 
d e t e r m i n i n g fac tor of 
economic development and 
associated changes in class 
relations on prevailing social 
ideas, so these works now 
seem dated. He failed to find a 
sociological school of British 
history. 

Parnell's linking of land 
agitation, Fenianism and the 
demand for Home Rule hor-
rified Lecky. Gladstone's Land 
Acts turned him against the 
Liberals. He got more socially 
conservative with age and was 
influenced also by the jingois-
tic imperialism of the 1880s 
and 1890s. He could contend, 
for example, that the Indian 
Empire had proved to be a 
school of inestimable value for 
maintaining some of the best 
and most masculine qualities 

• Parnei addresses a meeting of the Land League. His linking 
of land agitation, Fenianism and Home Rule horrified Lecky. 

of the race. He b e c a m e a 
s p o k e s m a n for the I r i sh 
landlords in their negotiations 
on land purchase with the 
g o v e r n m e n t . He a l w a y s 
remained a liberal unionist, 
t h o u g h , one of those w h o 
favoured "killing Home Rule 
w i t h k i n d n e s s . " He s a w 
Ireland's destiny as being a 
partner alongside Britain in the 
administration of the empire. 
The nationalists continued to 
respect him; partly because 
they believed his historical 
work on 18th century Ireland 
made much of their case for 
them and partly because even 
as late as 1896, when he was a 
Unionist MP, Lecky coulfl still 
a d v a n c e such d e m o c r a t i c 
views as, Every government of 
one nationality is of the nature 

Mass politicisation 
The French Disease. The 
Catholic Church and 
Radicalism in Ireland 
1790-1800. By.Qalre 
Keogh. £19.95. Published 
by Four Courts Press. 
Reviewed by GERARD 
CURRAN. 

THIS book concentrates on 
the spread of radicalism 
among the Catholic 

population between 1990 and 
1800 and the reaction of the 
hierarchy and priests in the 
Catholic Church. It is a useful 
book because the impression is 
sometimes given, with the con-
centration of interest on the 
northern leaders of the United 
Irishman, fhat there was little or 
no knowledge of Thomas 

Paine's works and the ideas 
emanating from the French 
revolutionary thinkers among 
the general Catholic popula-
tion. Despite the efforts of the 
Church and the Government 
there was a great mass 
politicisation of the people. 

We see the events through 
the anxious eyes of prelates and 
parish priests and government 
informers. Paine's works The 
Rights of Man and The Age of 
Reason were read to the people 
when they gathered outside 
church gates after mass. 

United Irishmen leaders 
and agents also-organised 
meetings in ale houses. There 
were also great displays of 
solidarity at funerals and even 
weddings and christenings. 
There was constant invective 
comment because of the repres-
sive actions of the authorities in 
Ar thur O 'Connor ' s radical 
press. 

The members of the hierar-
chy were very worried about 
the vulnerability of priests who 
lived among die people and 
many of them were infected 
with radical ideas. The in-
formers constantly watched 
and reported on the activity of 
priests as well as leaders of the 
revolutionary movement and 
the loyalist representatives of 
the government constantly 
complained to the bishops 
about the activity of the people 
and the priests. 

Members of the hierarchy 
fell over backwards trying to 
prevent the people from joining 
die rebellion. Despite that and 
the closer contact between the 
English government and the 
Papacy, the black propaganda 
described the rebellion in 1798 
as a popish plot. This excellent 
book should be essential read-
ing for anyone studying the 
Rebellion of 1798. 

of slavery and is essentially 
illegitimate. 

The land whose rents sup-
ported Lecky in his life's • "ork 
is fostering the study ot Irish 
history still. When Mrs Lecky 
died in 1912 she left her 
h u s b a n d ' s large library to 
Trinity College and a substan-
tial sum from his Irish estate to 
endow a chair there to be 
called the-Lecky chair of his-
tory. The historians Alison 
Phillips, Edmund Curtis, Con-
s tan t ia Maxwel l , Jocelyn 
Otway-Ruthven and James 
Lydon have held the profes-
sorship since. Through this en-
dowment, Lecky continues to 
make a valuable contribution 
to the progress of historical 
studies. 

Critical facts 
Northern Ireland: A 
Political Directory 
1968-1993. By W.D. 
Flakes and Sydney 
Elliott. Blackstaff 
Press. £14.95 (pt <) 
THIS large volume con-
tains an exhaustive amount 
of information, logically 
ordered and easily con-
sulted. The book is divided 
into a chronology of-major 
events, a dict ionary of 
Northern Irish politics, 
election results 1968-93, 
systems of government for 
the same years, the security 
system and security statis-
tics. 

Because of its en-
cyclopaedic coverage of 
events, people and politics, 
the Flakes and Elliott book 
must be one of the prereq-
uisites of anybody serious-
ly interested in the last 25 
years. 

• ENDA FINLAY 

VIDEO 

People's 
festival 
Making Ourselves 
Free. Video. (SO 
minutes) Produced 
by Liz Curtis, Lyell 
Davis and Naomi 
Wilson. Available 
from Feile an Phobail, 
Culturlann, 216 Falls 
Road, Belfast BT 12 
6AH, £10. Reviewed 
by ENDA FINLAY 

FEILE an Phobail 
(West Belfast Com-
munity Centre) is an 

initiative by the people of 
nationalist West Belfast to 
counteract i ts very 
degrading and damaging 
portrayal in the media, 
and of its determination to 
challenge the efforts of the 
state to stereotype and 
vilify it. 

The initial Feile was in 
August 1988 following the 
events of that March when 
the people of West Belfast 
were classified as sub-
human, animals etc. The 
video works well as both a 
promotional device for 
Feile and as a video 
documentary in its own 
right. It shows the in-
credible resilience and 
creativity of one of the 
most deprived areas of 
Europe, to s tage the 
largest community fes-
tival in Ireland. 

The lack of coverage 
by the media of Feile an 
Phobail reminds me of its 
treatment of the Notting 
Hill Carnival, where the 
largest street carnival in 
Europe is treated largely 
as an issue of crowd con-
trol. 

This video shows the 
determination of a com-
munity despite every-
thing. 

And it documents the 
rich culture and the im-
portance of culture to the 
people and it shows an 
image of West Belfast 
which has so far been ig-
nored. 

All books reviewed here 
can be bought at 

FOUR 
PROVINCES 
BOOKSHOP^ 

STILL OPEN: Tues to 
Sat,10am - 4pm 

244, Grays Inn Road, 
London WC1X 

8JR,Telephone: 0171 
8333022 
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IRISH SONGS in memory of Paddy Bond 

Wolfe Tone 
The first storm of winter blew high, blew high, 
Red leaves were scattering to a gloomy sky; 
Rain clouds were lowering o'er the plains of Kildare, 
When from Dublin, southward, the mourners came 
there. 

In the spring, they whispered, Lord Edward bled. 
And the blood of hosts was in summer shed; 
Death in the autumn o'er Connacht passed, 
But the loss that is sorest came last, came last. 

Though Fitzgerald died, sure we fought them still, 
And we shouted Vengeance on Vinegar Hill, 
Knowing our flag would again be flown 
If France gave ear to the prayers of Tone. 

Twice, we thought his appealing lips 
Brought forth her armies and battleships, 
And the ftorms of God shall not always stay 
England's doom as in Bantry Bay. . 

And, oh, we said to the hopeless ones, 
Who made count of Ireland's martyred sons, 
The bravest lives; be your mourning dumb, 
E're the snow of winter of winter Wolfe Tone shall 
come. 

He came - was beaten - we bear him here 
From a prison cell on his funeral bier, 
And freedoms home shall buried low 
With his mouldering corpse 'neath the snow. 

Hush, one said, o'er the new set sod, 
Hope shall endure with our faith in God, 
And God shall also forsake us when 
This grave is forgotten by Irishmen 

o Alice Milligan 

Mount Massey 
I long to remember those bright days of yore 

Which sweetly with joy I beguiled. 
The friends who frequented my old cabin floor. 

And comrades loved when a child. 
How I longed for to roam, by Mount Massey's green 
groves 

Or poach by the light of the moon, 
That spot of my birth, theres no equal on earth -
Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

CHORUS 
So friends come with me, and 'tis there you will see 

The apples and cherries in bloom 
And 'tis you I'll invite, where I first saw the light -

In Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

In the sweet summer time, when the season was fine, 
What fun would be there at the gate. 

The colleens would smile as they sat on the stile, 
While tiie sweethearts their love-tales relate. 

When dancing was over, we'd stroll through the park 
Each lad with his lassie in bloom. 

The spot of my birth, theres no equal on earth -
Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

So now I must roam, from my own Irish home, 
And cross o're die wild raging sea, 

To leave friends behind both loving and kind, 
And the colleens who dearly loved me. 

Though fortune may smile, far away from our isle, 
I'll pray that the day soon may come, 

When I'll stray once again, by the lovely domain -
Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

The above songs were picked out by Paddy Bond during 
his lime as songs page editor 

Only Our Rivers Run Free 

When apples still grow in November 
When blossoms still grow from each tree 
When leaves are still green in December, 
It's then that our land will be free. 
I wander her hills and her valleys 
And still through my sorrow I see 
A land that has never known freedom 
And only her rivers run free. 

I drink to the death of her manhood 
Those men who would rather have died 
Than to live in the cold chains of bondage 
They'd bring back their rights where denied 
Oh where are you now when we need you? 
What burns where the flame used to be? 
Are you gone like the snows of last winter 
A id will only our rivers run free? 

How sweet is life but we're crying 
How mellow the wine, but we're dry 
How fragrant the rose but it's dying 
How gentle the wind, but it sighs. 
What good is youth when it's ageing? 
What joy is in the eyes that can't see? 
When sorrow and sadness have flowers 
And still only our rivers run free.' 

Tension 
This song was written by three members of the Irish group 
That Petrol Emotion and taken from their 1988 album 
End of the Millennium, Psychosis Blues 

In the struggle for self-determination 
Progress and change must soon be seen 
The pain endured and you haven't heard a word 
Of truth from corrupt authorities' 

People say what people like 
But when tension burns it's like dynamite 

We've had oppression and mass manipulation 
The censorship of soul's a tragedy 
More than sleepless nights just for the civil right 
Of expressing our own identity 

Chorus 

So think of Seamus Heaney 
Won't make you feel alone 
O Faolain, Joyce and Macken 
Digging for our souls 

Chorus " 

Suppressive midget minds creating 
A bankruptcy of hate against belief 
But we're making giant strides with knowledge, love 
and pride 
Resiliance of spirit still remains 

Chorus: 

Nothing ever changes 
And don't ask me why. 

Q Sean O'Neil, Claran McLaughlin, Reamann O 
Gormain 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
P E E P S H O W 

Who has the 
weaponry? 

AN ARMED SOCIETY _ - The British forces in North-
ern Ireland now amount to 31,000. (12,500 regular 
army, 13,000 RUC, 5,500 Royal Irish Regiment, 3,000 
police auxiliaries, 3,000 prisoner officers, 3,000 Ter-
ritorial Army) There are 130,000 legally held firearms. 
Additionally, over 40,000 unionists have been trained 
in the use of firearms by the now disbanded Ulster 
Defence Regiment Add to this the ex-police officers 
and ex-servicemen and it is estimated that over 
100,000 unionists were trained by the British state to 
use arms in defence of their interests. There are 41 
firearms clubs, 38 firing ranges and 140 registered 
firearms dealers in Northern Ireland. Most of the arms 
held by loyalist groups were secured with the con-
nivance of the security forces who used them to 
target known republicans. The Independent 

ARMS AND THE MAN ^ - "There is widespread 
suspicion that the issue of arms decommissioning 
has been a posture. The government's initial demand 
was that arms be handed over. Weapons were then to 
be surrendered. The more neutral 'decommissioning' 
was finally introduced. In the civil war of the 1920's 
there was a tradition that republicans hid their guns 
or their 'pikes in the thatch'. There was never much 
chance that the IRA would hand them over to the RUC 
or the British Army." The Financial Times 

NEGOTIATIONS _ Michael Ancram, the second in 
command at the Northern Ireland office, is now hold-
ing talks' with Sein Fein. A Scottish aristocrat, he is 
the son of the Marquess of Lothian. His wife is the 
daughter of the 16th Duke of Norfolk. He has played 
his part as the nominal Tory Catholic in Scotland. 
First elected as Tory MP for East Lothian in 1974, he 
then lost the seat Five years later he was elected for 
Edinburgh South which he also later lost. Tory head 
office then got the hint and found him a safe seat in 
Devizes with a majority of 20,000. He is committed to 
Tory values and holding on to the fag end of empire. 
Sein Fein would be wise not to reveal all their cards. 

COLLUSION - "...the Stevens inquiry would have 
been very important if its scope had been wide 
enough to look at the issue of collusion as a whole... 
It did not look at evidence that collusion between 
members of the security forces and Loyalists armed 
groups had been going on for many years, or at the 
overall pattern as H related to both targeted and ran-
dom killings of Catholics. It did not examine the 
authorities' record during this time in bringing 
criminal proceedings against security personnel in 
this regard, or the official response top evidence of 
partiality and discriminatory treatment." From Politi-
cal Killings In Northern Ireland. Available from 
Amnesty International, 1 Easton Street, London 
WC1X8DJ 

CULTURAL IDENTITY - The right to display street 
signs in Irish as wafl as in English in Northern Ireland 
has finally bean approved by the House of Lords. 
OsronsM Denton said that K was "in Hne with the 
Government's policy of encouraging greater ap-
preciation of cultural identity in N.lreiand." HANSARD 

LAST WORD 
"After Ireland is free, says the patriot who wont 

touch sodaNsm, we wM protect aN classes, and if you 
wont pay your rant, you wM be evicted same as now. 
But Ae evicting party—wW weer green and the harp 
h J I L ^ . U 1> A a M M M k m * • - - — - * * ^ a - o J L i l . . l i l l i i i . " 

witnout tne crown NOW ion I DIM worm ngnung tor. 
Q James ConnoBy wrWng in The Workers Republic. 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

Some light summmer reading as Peter recounts his strange adventures in media-land 

The author as media personality 
IT has occasionally been my 

custom, as readers will 
know, to turn from the 

problems of history to more 
mundane things as a means of 
light relief. Wasn't it Hilaire 
Belloc who said "from the 
problems of the world, I turn to 
ducks"? Well, I am not a fan of 
the swimming bird of the 
genus Anas -1 once had a bad 
experience with a dish of 
canard a la orange one 
Chr is tmas in France. 

I prefer to turn to other 
means of meditation. For now 
and then I find myself in agree-
ment with the poet W.H. 
Auden: "Political history is far 
too criminal and pathological 
to be a fit subject of study for 
the young. Children should ac-
quire their heroes and villains 
from fiction." Perhaps herein is 
a hidden reason why I also 
write fiction? And so,, some-
times readers find that I give 
way to bemoaning, the "joys" 
of the profession in which I 
struggle to earn my living, 
regretting that I did not heed 
the advice of my father who 
forewarned me of these joys to 
come. One thing he did not 
foresee, however, was the 
changing role of the author. 

Wi are in an age when 
authors are expected to be 
"stars" of radio and television. 
Authors can no longer simply 
be reclusive and rely on the oc-
casional literary review to 
promote book sales. In this day 
and age they are expected tobe 
entertainers as well; media 
personalities, appearing not 
simply on the infrequent "book 
programme' but on all manner 
of weird and wonderfu l 
shows. 

For some authors , the 
change from the isolated, in-
troverted occupation of writ-
ing to extroverted media 
performer is one that presents 
little difficulty. After all, I think 
Logan Pearsall Smith had it 
r ight when he observed: 
'Every author , however 
modest, keeps a most out-
rageous vanity chained like a 
madman in the padded cell of 
his breast.' I, for one, often let 
my madman out of the padded 
cell for exercise. 

But it is a bizarre world out 
there in media-land, especially 
for the unwary author. 

1 was reflecting on this on 
the long journey from London 
to Zennor in Cornwall, where 
BBC Radio 4 were taking me 
(first class, naturally) to do a 
'.celebrity spot ' on 'Going 
Places' which was broadcast 
on March 24.1 had to choose 
my favourite spot in Britain, go 
there, walk about, talking into 
the microphone of my 
memories of the place and 
chatting to the locals who, I 
fondly hoped, might recognise 
me from .my-misbegotten 
young manhood. 

So in March, this year, 1 
found myself standing on die 
b lus tery , w indswep t hills 
above Zennor, frozen to' the 

m a r r o w , teeth cha t te r ing 
down the 'mic', desperately 
trying to recall some pithy ex-
periences of living there in the 
mid-60s while attempting to 
write THE NOVEL. In fact, I 
never moved beyond typing 
'chapter one' on a blank page 
and af te r several m o n t h s 
moved over to writing a work 
of non-fiction. As media ex 
periences go, it was certainly 
one of the better, less nerve 
wrenching ones. 

At least I had the pleasure 
of chatting with an old Zennor 
resident, the artist Patrick Her-
ron, who had the pleasure of 
turning down two offers of a 
kn igh thood from Maggie 
Thatcher. The offers had ap-
parently been made following 
Patrick's criticism of Thatcher 
and Toryism during one of his 
exhibitions in Australia which 
was widely reported. The 
theory being, if you can't beat 
'em ... bribe 'em. With Patrick, 
it just didn't work. 

Embarrassing 

One of my most embarrass; 
ing experiences occur red 
during a promotion tour that 
my. publishers sent me on in 
1986. The tour started in New-
castle and it worked its way 
south.via various local radio 
stations. Most of the radio in-
terviews were live. 

It was. either in Teeside or 
Hull that I arrived to do a local 
live radio chatshow. At first, 
the dour receptionist claimed 
that she had never heard of me 
but after some moments was 
finally persuaded to contact 
the s t u d j o .where the 
programme was going out. 
Yes! They were expecting ah 
author to be interviewed and I 
was bundled into the studio, 
headset jammed on and sound 
level on the 'mic' tested, while 
the commercial break was 
being run. 

The young, very young, 
presenter exchanged a few 
pleasantries and then began to 
scrabble in front of him for his 
notes . The studio l ight 
switched to 'red', the sound en-
gineer gave the 'thumb's up ' 
and the presenter pressed 
eagerly forward: 

'Now I am pleased to wel-
come to the studio Jeremiah 
Pottingshed who has just pub-
lished a book on the sex life of 
the procumbent pearlwort ...' 
(or some words to that effect). 

Needless to say, I was not 
Jeremiah Pottingshed nor had 
I the faintest idea of what a 
procumbent pearlwort was. 

What does the poised 
author do in such a situation? 
Call the presenter a 'bloody 
fool' and storm out of the 
studio in the manner 
Trimble and other Ui 
pol i t ic ians when faced 

Questions they cannot answ 
ertain conflicts go through 

your mind. You are on the air 
live, thousands of people may 

be hanging on to your words, 
and the whole purpose is to 
plug your book ... 

You take a deep breath and 
smile contritely across the 
studio: 

'I have to apologise to lis-
teners, you see Jeremiah Pot-
tingshed has been called out to 
deal with a case of ignorantia 
magnifica at Broadcasting 
House and has asked me to fill 
in for him. So, if you don't 
mind, I am going to talk about 
my new book...' 

Sounds of red-faced 
presenter searching for his 
other notes. 

One of the worst ego-
deflating experiences I had 
was in New York in the 1970s. 
I Was 1o appear on the 'Joe 
Franklin Show', a Channel 9 
TV chatshow, in support of a 
US edi tion of one of my books. 
The studio ' was in Times 
Square and I duly presented 
myself at the doors. The first 
obstade waSa Damon Runyon 
character who was passing 
himself off as the security 
guard. He was a large, red-
faced fellow who was a walk-
ing adver t isement of the 
pitfalls for the American love 
of fast-food. He removed an 
onion-dripping hotdog ,ar«d 
wiped the ketchup front his 
chin long enough to frisk me 
and take d o w n personal 
details; name, age, driving 
licence - but he threw a fit 
when I said that I did not have 
a social security number! 

Finally, I was passed (to a 
bored-looking young girl who 
intrigued me because she was 
carrying a copy of the 1850s 
temperance novel Ten Nights 
in a Bar-Room and What 1 Saw 
There. She refused to answer 
my friendly opening gambit as 
I attempted to warble the 
famous song from the bode: 
'Father, dear Father, come 
home with me now. ' She 
deserted me in an empty 'wait-
ing room'. • 

Then in rushed a young 
lady who promptly started to 
undress before me, explaining 
as she did so, with breathless 
candour, that she had just 
come from some theatre, and. 
needed to change before she 
did the TV show. 

The bored-looking young 
girl returned, still c'utching 
her book, to show us to the 
studio. 

It took the form of a large 
room (I still have the impres-
sion of an aircraft hangar) with 
a group of seats at one end. 
There were about thirty people 
there. A studio audience? No. 
Joe Franklin was recording 
several shows that day. They 
were all his guests. Like nerv-
ous school children awaiting 
an interview from the head-
master, each one went forward 
in turn to the brightly lit seat to 
be interrogated. 

Of course, I was last in the 
line, following the actress who 
had revealed her talent to me 
in the waiting room. When I 
finally was led to the interview 

• Peter dressed in the robes of s bard of the Gorseth Kernow (Cornish Gorsedd), He was 
inaugurated as a bard in 1987 for his services to Cornish culture. The Gordstedd is nothing 
to with esoteric modern " Druldlsm." 
chair, Joe went into his routine, 
and asked me two 'down to the 
knuckle' questions. Who the 
hell was I? And what the hell 
was I doing in New York? 
After which, he turned to the 
camera and said approvingly? 
'Now isn't that fascinating! 
Well, that ends the show for 
today folks!' The theme music 
started and he waved at the 
camera, adding sotto voce to 
me, 'Wave, godammit!' Ner-
vously, I ^vavejd. When I, and 
some friends, saw .the show 
screened a day or so later, I had 
hysterics and refused to move 
out of the a p a r t m e n t lest 
anyone recognise me: 

Yet you have to roll with 
the punches the media throw 
at the unsuspected author as 
you try vainly'to promote your 
books. 

The only time when a de-
gree of anger actually over-
came me was last year. 

In my role as Celtic scholar 
and historian, my publishers, 
Constables, had published my 
study The Druids. Now this is a 
ser ious discussion on the 
Dru ids of ancient Celtic 
society. It had nothing to do 
with sun-worshipers, modern 
esoteric societies or pagan 
revival is ts or New Age 
travellers. There were quite a 
lot of requests for media inter-
views and most presenters had 
actually bothered, if not to regd 
the book, then to look carefully 
at their researchers' notes. 
There were some, however, 
who had not. 

BBC Radio Cornwall (who 

•should have known better if 
anyone should) telephoned 
and asked me to'do an inter-
view over die 'phone live. At 
the appointed time, as ar-
ranged , they came on the 
'phone for the broadcast. The 
opening words caused my 
blood to run cold. The 
presenter waffled on about it 
being die summer solstice and 
that a ' rea l live D r u i d ' 
(presumably me) had just rang 
the studio to talk about what 
Druids believed in! • 

What does the serious 
author do in those circumstan-
ces? Tell the presenter he is 
liar? Tell him he's out of his 
tree? Remember, it's a live 
family show! Hang up? You 
are on the air to Sell your book! 

Serious study 

The same thing happened 
a few days later on LBC. My 
publishers, knowing what had 
happened at Radio Cornwall, 
had spent two 'phone calls ex-
plaining very carefully that I 
was. an historian, a Celtic 
scholar, who had written a 
serious study on the Druids 
which was nothing to do with 
modern esoterics. The 
producer of the show had as-
sured the publishers that this 
was clearly understood. It 
would be a 'serious' studio dis-
cussion. 

At the door of the studio I 
met the producer and also 
voiced my concern. I was as-

sured that all was well, the 
presenter was a professional 
who knew his stuff. I entered 
the s tudio and sat myself 
down. The commercial bireak 
finished and we were 'live'. 

'And now we have in the 
studio a real Druid,' breezed ' 
the presenter. 'I expected him 
to walk in clad in his white 
robes but... ' He broke off ner-
vously as my face started to 
contort. 

At times like these, I try to 
recall the words of an old 
booktrade journal is t and 
author, Eric 'Whitefriar' His-
cock, whom I had the privilege 
of working with in my jour-
nalistic days, subbing his 
weekly book column on a 
magazine that I was then 
deputy editor of. Over his 
daily champagne breakfast at 
El Vino's, in Fleet Street, Eric 
once c lapped me on the 
shoulder and observed: 'Dear 
boy! Providing they get the 
title of the book right, your 
name, the publisher and price 
correct, everything else is a 
plus.' 

. Trouble is, I have now had 
the experience of presenters 
getting all four things wrong. 

So don't think that the 
media promotion round for a 
hardworking author is simply 
a gentle chat with Melvyn 
Bragg or an intense 'state of the 
arts' discussion on the Tate 
Su>w'. It's a hard, frustrating 
and strange world out there in 
media-land. But, unfortunate-
ly, it does sell books! 


