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The UUP will take some shifting from 
its 'no guns, no government' position and 
despite George Mitchell's wish to make 
swift progress, the wrangling could go on 
for some time. The UUP will have the 
Christmas break in mind. Mid or late 
January could arrive with little progress. 

Given that the republicans remain 
determined not to allow the UUP to 
instigate a split in their ranks, the 
decommissioning issue will not have gone 
away. From January it will be only a short 
step to May 2000 when unionists claim, 
erroneously, that Sinn Fdin should have 
delivered the completion of IRA 
disarmament. Failure, they will argue, will 
require Sinn Fein's exclusion from power-
sharing - unionists ultimate strategy, in so 
far as they have one. 

It is an approach which is unlikely to 
succeed as SDLP would be committing 
political suicide by agreeing to a unionist 
dominated executive (UUP 4, SDLP 4 and 
DUP 2). It would also raise the chances of 
IRA dissidents resuming the armed 
struggle. Yet it is difficult not to get the 
impression that for Trimble 'war war' is 
better than 'jaw jaw' if it puts off the day 
when unionists have to share even limited 
political power with republicans. 

As one Irish commentator put it 
recently: "It has come as a shock to 
discover that unionism seems to prefer no 
power to power sharing. The question is 
now to discover what lengths unionism is 
prepared to go to adhere to that policy." 

Of course, the British Army (and 
taxpayers) could deal with a return to .var, 
backed up by an RUC retained in its 
present paramilitary form, complexion 
and size. 

In such circumstances all the features 
of the Orange-unionist ancien regime 
would be preserved against the odds of the 
past 30 years of struggle. 

Although this dream is sheer madness 
it does not mean that the backwoodsmen 
of Ulster unionism are not capable of 
going all out to realise it. 

Only the British government, using all 
the economic, social and political pressure 
at its disposal can save the Orange-
unionist recidivists from themselves and 
the rest of us, the people of Britain and 
Ireland, from them. 

AT LONG last the Ulster Unionist Party 
has been forced to reveal its hand. The 
events which culminated in the failure to 
set up a power-sharing executive, and 
which triggered the Good Friday review 
process, demonstrated that Trimble and 
co. have no intention of implementing the 
Good Friday deal endorsed by the 
political parties and the overwhelming 
majority of Irish people. 

It is now clear that the British 
government must use its political 
authority, backed with pressure if 
necessary, to ensure that this latest 
demonstration of unionist's continued 
ability to exercise a veto over the entire 
political process does not to lead to a 
collapse of the Good Friday agreement. 
Only the government has the direct means 
at its disposal. 

It is a travesty that Trimble is allowed 
to keep his highly paid job as first minister 
designate said that the salaries of 
disruptive assembly members are still 
being paid for by British taxpayers. 

Up until now Blair's strategy has been 
one of appeasing and accommodating the 
UUP over the decommissioning red-
herring, in an attempt to get IRA 
disarmament outside of die terms of the 
Good Friday deal. However, the UUP's 
characteristic arrogance and contempt for 
democracy in refusing to allow the 
executive to be set up has aborted yet 
another British government-set 'deadline' 
and delivered a painful kick in die groin to 
Mr Blair himself. 

Despite what David Trimble would 
have us believe, IRA disarmament has 
never been a precondition for Sinn FSin's 
participation in an assembly executive. 
This is entirely down to its electoral 
mandate. The failure of the government to 
get IRA decommissioning outside of the 
terms of the agreement at Hillsborough 
resulted in a change of tack by the British 
prime minister, eventually culminating in 
the joint government Way Forward 
document 

This was accompanied by Blair's 
announcement, following his meetings 
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been bested by a small town lawyer from 
the rural sticks of Ulster, 

The British prime minister had 
unilaterally altered the 'Way Forward' 
document, much to the annoyance of the 
Irish government which had co-crafted it, 
and despite Sinn Ffin's opposition at such 
a blatant Attempt to rewrite parts of the 
Good Friday agreement. 

Blair even allowed the UUP to re-write 
the legislation during its passage through 
the Commons. All to no avail. 

In the end, Northern Ireland's deputy 
first minister designate,, Seamus Mallon, 
had had enough and resigned in disgust, 
leaving no-one in any doubt that the peace 
process was facing a serious crisis. 
However, calls by the SDLP and others for 

Trimble's resignation as first minister, 
were assiduously ignored by the Ulster 
Unionist leader. 

For many months previously Trimble 
had been calling for the 'parking' of the 
'agreement'. He has got his own way on 
this and held on to his highly lucrative job. 

Given the British government's history 
of giving in to unionism, nationalists and 
republicans have every right to be 
apprehensive and mistrustful of the 
agreement review profess now underway. 
While George Mitchell's return to Ireland 
to conduct the review has been welcomed, 
there are doubts about how much time he 
is likely to be able to commit to what 
could become a protracted and highly 
contentious process. 

with republicans, of a "seismic shift" on 
their part over decommissioning. 

Unfortunately, by this time lYimble 
had dug himself into a hole with the 
slogan 'no guns, no government' — 
although he showed no sign of being 
unduly worried, surmising that the UUP 
could miss the 15 July deadline and 

However, Trimble's gamble that Mo 
Mowlam would not activate die d'Hondt 
procedure if his party stayed away from 
the assembly proved to be a serious 
miscalculation. D'Hondt was triggered 
and the ensuing farce was transmitted 
around the world. 

All of Blair's efforts had been in vain. 
Hie man who had 'clobbered Slobo' had 
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A question of democracy 
BY NOW it must be obvious that the best opportunity for a united 
Ireland in our lifetimes rests with the achievement of 'equality of 
treatment' and 'parity of esteem' in the six counties through the 
implementation of the so-called 'equality agenda' — the application 
of the civil-rights programme, 30 years on. 

Equality would remove the rational basis behind most northern 
unionists, which rests in a desire to lord it over nationalists — either 
by holding on to real economic privilege, or symbolically in the shape 
of triumphalist Orange marches through nationalist areas. 

Implementing the equality agenda must inevitably create the 
conditions wherein a sufficient number of present-day unionists seek 
to unite with their nationalist neighbours in the six counties, so 
bringing about a united Ireland with consent. 

Combine this with the growth of the northern nationalist 
population and it is clear that the writing is on the wall, politically, for 
Ulster unionist domination. The Sinn Fein leadership sees this 
clearly. So do Trimble and co; that is precisely why they are so 
terrified of entering any genuine power-sharing arrangement. 

Decomissioning of republican arms, although necessary within the 
context of the full implementation of the Good Friday deal, has been 
used as a smokescreen by both unionists and the British government 
— neither republicans nor loyalists are in possession of the greatest 
quantity of lethal weaponry in the North. 

The real sticking point, as the recent debacle over the failure to set 
up an assembly executive demonstrated, is rather the question of 
democracy and the unionist veto over political progress. 

Despite the insistence of even those unionists who say that they 
support the deal, 'cherry-picking' is not an option. The agreement 
must be implemented as negotiated by the parties and endorsed by the 
overwhelming majority, north and south, or the whole process will 
unravel with disastrous consequences — there is no shortage of 
malcontents, on all sides, who would like to see it bite the dust. 

It is therefore important, progressive and democratic forces in 
Britain step up their efforts in support of the Good Friday deal by 
insisting that the Labour government makes it clear to unionists that 
the people of Britain are no longer prepared to tolerate — or pay for 
— unionist attempts to stifle political progress and prevent genuine 
power-sharing in the six counties. 

Policing fault line 
THE PATTEN Commission report on policing in the North is due any 
minute and its conclusions are likely to unleash a further bout of all-
round recrimination. Although no-one is seriously expecting the 
commission to agree with the overwhelming case for the force's 
abolition, progressive and democratic opinion of all shades will be 
bitterly disappointed if wide-ranging changes are not proposed. 

The worry is that, not wishing to provoke another unionist tantrum, 
Patten will err on the side of caution and appeasement — although 
unionists are likely to kick off over even modest changes. 

In a recent interview, Mr. Patten, who has just secured a plum job 
with the EU Commission, appeared to suggest that changes were 
unlikely to be dramatic. Displaying mastery of the art of 
understatement he admitted that there were ' arguments for some 
change in policing" and that even the RUC chief, Ronnie Flanagan, 
would agree this to be the case. 

But, if what the Patten commission eventually comes out with is 
only acceptable to the chief constable and to unionists, it could easily 
end up as another nail in the coffin of an increasingly battered Good 
Friday deal. Recent leaks suggesting that the commission is about to 
recommend an 'expansion' of the force do not augur well. 

Without fundamental policing reform, the much talked about 
equality agenda will lie in tatters with serious consequences for 
moves to bring about peace and democracy in Ireland. 
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No let-up in 
L O Y A L I S T VIOLENCE 

Democrat reporter 

NATIONALISTS THROUGHOUT the 
six counties continue to be subjected to 
alarming levels of intimidation and direct 
violent attacks at the hands of loyalist 
thugs and tenor gangs. 

Recent incidents have included: 
• On 20 July, the north Belfast home of 
community worker Anna Nee and her 
three children was attacked with petrol 
bombs. Fortunately, damage was confined 
to the outside of the house as the bombs 
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Inquiry must shed light 
on (orders from the top' 

Democrat reporter 
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Although inquiry chairman Lord 
Saville had argued that the soldiers should 
be named, no appeal aginst the appeal-
court decision is planned. 

Commenting on recent developments, 
Connolly Association general secretary 
Enda Finlay stressed that the appeal-court 
ruling would seriously undermine any 
hopes that the new inquiry would be 

firmly based on the principle of maximum 
openness. 

"Bloody Sunday remains a running 
sore for the nationalist population of 
Ireland which must be treated if there is to 
be any real confidence in a process of 
reconciliation on which so much hope has 
been placed for a peaceful future in 
Ireland," he said. 

failed to break through the windows: 
• Around the same time, Limvardy 
mother of three, Ciara Clarice, was forced 
to flee ho- home after she was threatened 
with being 'burnt out'; 
• Several reports reveal a serious increase 
in intimidation and violence against 
nationalists around Crumlin, Co. Antrim; 
• In early July a Catholic man was 
severely beaten in his Ballymoney home 
by a gang of club-wielding loyalists. His 
attackers shouted 'Fenian bastard' 
throughout the attack; 
• An attack on a man in the Markets area 
of Belfast in early July was believed to be 

a 'revenge' attack connected with the 
Parades Commission's decision to ban the 
Orange march from the Ormeau Road; 
• Several arson attacks were reported in 
Carrickfergus in early July and a 
pipebomb was placed outside the home of 
a Sinn F6in member in Ballycastle; 
• On 29 June a pipe bortb was 'posted' 
through a letter-box in south Belfast, but 
fortunately caused limited damage and 
no-one was injured; 
• On 14 July two men claiming to be 
from the UFF attempt to kill a Catholic 
taxi driver in the Dundonald area of 
Belfast 

BURIED AMONG the media furore 
which surrounded the outrageous and 
offensive comments made by ex-
parachute regiment commander Lt Col 
Derek Wilford during a recent BBC radio 
interview, one newspaper reminded its 
readers that the soldier who had ordered 
troops to open fire on Bloody Sunday 
1972 had previously claimed to be acting 
on 'orders from the top'. 

During a recent interview on the Radio 
4 Today programme, the embittered ex-
commander accused the Bloody Sunday 
families' campaign group of representing 
"the republican organisation", and 
accused "almost all" Catholics in Ulster of 
having republican sympathies. 

A Guardian profile which followed 
Wilford's outburst referred to comments 
made by him last year in response to the 
possibility of an official government 
apology for the masacre. 

At the time, Wilford indicated that if 
Tony Blair apologised it would mean 
accepting that British soldiers had 
murdered the unarmed civil rights 
demonstrators. "We were sent to do a job 
which we thought we doing correctly. 
There were orders from the top," he 
insisted. 

The new Bloody Sunday inquiry has 
been beset with a series of delays, 
controversies and legal challenges. 

On 20 July tribunal officials 
announced that the main public hearings 
would not now begin until 27 March 2000 
due to the impget of successive judicial 
review hearings which had forced the 
already delayed start date of 27 September 
back even further. 

Just over a week later, three appeal-
court judges ruled that 17 former soldiers 
would be allowed to give evidence 
annonymously to the new inquiry. 
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Revelations 
fuel murder 
enquiry calls 

P O L I C I N G 

Democrat reporter 

PRESSURE FOR the government to 
establish independent inquiries into the 
murders of solicitors Pat Finucane and 
Rosemary Nelson has continued to 
intensify over the summer months 
following a series of embarrassing 
revelations. 

Towards the end of June a man 
arrested and charged with the murder of 
Pat Finucane murder admitted to having 
been a Special Branch informer at the time 
of the killing. 

Even more sensationally, former 
Ulster Defence Regiment and UDA 
quartermaster William Alfred Stobie, also 
claimed to have telephoned his 
paymasters twice with information of a 
forthcoming, but unspecified, loyalist 
assassination attempt days before 
Finucane's murder. Despite denying any 
knowledge of who was the intended 
victim, Stobie claims that he gave his 
handlers enough advance information to 
save the solicitor's life but was told that he 
was "just an IRA man". 

Evidence published six years ago by 
the US-based Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights had linked a police agent to 
the killing. At the time, the RUC 
dismissed the claims as not worthy of 
"detailed comment". 

Commenting on the day of Stobie's 
arrest, Pat Finucane's brother Martin, who 
is spearheading the family campaign for 
an independent inquiry, stressed that 
Stobie's trial alone was unlikely to 
uncover the full truth. A full public 
judicial inquiry was essential "to establish 
the full involvement of the RUC in the 
murder of Pat Finucane" he insisted. 

Stobie also claims that the RUC 
attempted to frame him on arms charges 
nine years ago and that the charges were 
only dropped after he threatened to go 
public on the Special Branch involvement 
in Finucane's murder. 

If the allegation's are true, said a 
spokesperson for the Belfast-based 
Committee on the Administration of 
Justice, "then the attempts to cover up the 
state's role in the Finucane murder have 
corrupted the very core of the criminal 
justice system". 

A further two men, believed to be 
loyalists, have since been arrested and 
detained under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act in connection with the 

Finucane murder. 
The RUC also came under the 

spotlight in a BBC Panorama 
documentary broadcast at the end of the 
month claiming to have unearthed new 
evidence of collusion between the RUC 
and loyalists paramilitaries. In the 
programme, RUC chief Ronnie Flanagan 
denied having attempted to secure the 
removal of comments attributed to him 
from a draft UN report into the 
intimidation experienced by solicitors 
representing nationalists and 
republicanism the six counties. The 
recollections of UN special rapporteur 
Param Cumaraswamy and the existence of 
two letters posted to Geneva, however, tell 
a different story. 

Further embarrassment for RUC chief 
Ronnie Flanagan followed in mid-July 
following press reports of a major behind-
the-scenes row between the RUC and 
Northern Ireland's police complaints 
watchdog over police handling of 
complaints made by Rosemary Nelson 
against RUC officers. 

A 15-page document written by 
independent commission on police 
complaints chair Paul Donnelly is highly 
critical of the RUC, particularly in relation 
to the way the force handled allegations of 
death threats made by RUC officers. 

Disagreeing with the conclusions of a 
previous investigation conducted by 
commander N.G. Mulvihill of the 
Metropolitan Police, Mr Donnelly stresses 
that it was wrong for the police to treat the 
solicitor's death threat claims as mere 
"incivility" with no "sinister or 
undermining" overtones. The police's 
failure to acknowledge the serious nature 
of the complaint and their response to it 
"could be construed as representing both 
resistance to and trivialisation of a serious 
matter on the part of the RUC", the report 
concludes. 

The entire police complaints 
procedure also comes in for stiff criticism 
for practices which could be seen as an 
"outrageous, systematic undermining of 
the investigative process". 

A new report on policing published by 
the Committee on the Administration of 
Justice (CAJ), The Agreement and a 
beginning to policing in Northern Ireland 
includes recommendations on how to 
secure a service which is accountable and 
representative and which respects human 
rights. 
• Copies are available from the CAJ, 
45-47 Donegall Street, Belfast BTI 2FG 

AN ARMED police force, the RUC 
exercises a panoply of draconian powers 
under emergency and anti-terror laws. 
Many, including the Connolly 
Association, doubt that can it ever be 
representative of the whole community 
and an impartial upholder of the law. 

Did you know: 
• 93.8 per cent of RUC officers are 
Protestant 
0 Many officers belong to the 
Freemasons or anti-Catholic organisation 
like the Orange Order 
• There is considerable evidence of 
widespread collaboration with loyalist 
terror groups 

• In 1978 Amnesty International backed 
allegations of systematic abuse by RUC 
officers at Caslereagh holding centre 
• Between 1969 and 1998 55 people were 
shot dead by the RUC, 35 of them 
civilians. Many were children killed by 
plastic bullets 
• 400 plastic bullets were fired by the 
RUC at Drumcree during five days of 
unionist rioting. In two days of nationalist 
rioting there were 6,000 fired. 
• In 1997 Robert Hamill was beaten to 
death by a loyalist mob in full view of 
RUC officers 
• A UN report supports claims of RUC 
harassment and intimidation of nationalist 
solicitors 

US steps up pressure for change 
TOWARDS THE end of July, the United 
States House of Representatives voted 
unanimously to cut off funding for US-
sponsored training and exchange 
programmes with the Royal Ulstei 
Constabulary. 

Proposing the successful motion 
congressman Chris Smith said that the 
RUC was linked to the intimidation of 
defence attorneys in Northern Ireland. He 
also called for just and impartial 
investigations into the murders ol 
solicitors Rosemary Nelson and Pat 
Finucane. 

Earlier in the month a group of leading 
US congressmen called for a major 
overhaul of the RUC in line with the Good 
Friday agreement, including an end to the 

force's Protestant bias. "A new police 
service must be strictly impartial, truly 
representative of the whole community, 
and fully accountable to all its citizens," 
argued the US congressmen in a letter to 
police commission chair Chris Patten. 

Signed by the Republican speaker 
Dennis Hastert and Democratic leader 
Richard Gephardt, the congressmen's 
letter was delivered during a visit to 
Ireland by House International Relations 
Committee chair, Benjamin Gilman. 

Victims of RUC abuse and 
international experts on civil rights and 
policing were among those to testify to the 
committee in April as part of a 
congressional investigation into policing 
in the North. 

Plastic bullets heading for Britain 
C I V I L R I G H T S 

Democrat reporter 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT by the Home 
Office of new guidelines governing the 
use of plastic bullets in Northern Ireland, 
England and Wales has drawn widespread 
criticism from human rights campaigners. 

Under the new guidelines drawn up by 
the Association of Chief Police Officers, 
which came into effect on 1 August, the 
lethal weapon can no longer be fired to 
protect property. 

However, although the change will 
slightly restrict their use in Northern 

Ireland it opens the door to their 
widespread use in England and Wales for 
incidents of civil disturbance. 

Chair of the United Campaign Against 
Plastic Bullets expressed dismay at the 
decision to focus on "a narrow element" 
of the regulations and reiterated the 
group's call for a total ban to "put an end' 
to the "nightmare". Plastic bullets had 
been responsible for 17 deaths, including 
eight children, and seriously injured 
thousands more, she said. 

Prior to the recent change, the use of 
plastic bullets in England and Wales had 
been restricted to 'defending' members of 
the public. English and Welsh police 

forces will now be able to use the weapon 
to protect themselves or other members of 
the emergency services. 

"It now seems only a matter of time 
before we witness the first death or serious 
maiming due to plastic bullets outside of 
the six counties," said Connolly 
Association general secretaiy Enda 
Finlay. 

• Images like those pictured right have 
become common in the S'ix Counties: how 
much longer will it be before similar 
scenes are witnessed in cities around 
Britain? 

Picture by Paul Mattsson 

cal ls for MPs 
to probe 
state tapping 

S P Y I N G S C A N D A L 

Democrat reporter 

THE CONNOLLY Association is backing 
calls for a parliamentary investigation 
following revelations that the British 
government monitored communications 
between Ireland and Britain over a ten-
year period between 1989 and the 
beginning of this year. 

Details of the hi-tech tapping operation 
came to light at the end of July in a 
Channel 4 news feature compiled by one 
of Britain's top investigative journalists, 
Duncan Campbell. The revalations have 
caused widespread concern across the 
political spectrum in Ireland and among 
civil liberties organisations on both sides 
of the Irish Sea. 

According to information obtained by 
Mr Campbell, the British government 
recorded all telephone, fax, telex, e-mail 
and data communications from Ireland to 
Britain using sophisticated electronic 
equipment housed in a 150-foot 
windowless Ministry of Defence tower in 
Capenhurst, Cheshire. 

Speaking after the Channel 4 
programme, Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn 
stressed the need for a parliamentary 
inquiry to determine "how much money 
was spent and to what "purpose is this 
bugging of another country". 

According to intelligence sources, 
eight of the tower's thirteen floors housed 
electronic-listening equipment, while a 
further three floors were used to sift and 
scan the tens of thousands of 
communications gathered daily. 

Sources indicate that while the 
primary objective of the decade-long 
tapping exercise was related to Britain's 
intelligence war against republicans, it 
also provided an opportunity to gather 
sensitive Irish government 
communications, as well as economic and 
commercial information. 

One former Taoiseach, Albert 
Reynolds, has even claimed that 
intelligence gathered by the British could 
have"" been used to undermine Irish 
investment initiatives. 

Following the revelations the Fianna 
Fail-led government of Bertie Ahern and 
politicians across the party spectrum were 
quick to demand an explanation from the 
British. The call by Green Party MP 
Patricia McKenna for a statement from the 
Labour government was typical of the 
concern expressed: "Such a situalion 
poses alarming consequences not just for 
the basic civil liberties of the Irish public, 
but also for the Irish economy," she said. 

The British government has so far 
refused to comment beyond ministry 
platitudes about not commenting on 
"alleged interception activity". 

Stressing the need for a detailed 
inquiry, Connolly Association general 
secretary Enda Finlay said: "The British 
government latest attempts to hide behind 
a blanket of national security must be 
forcibly challenged. 

"Britain's dirty war against 
republicanism has assumed an even darker 
and more sinister hue as a result of these 
revelations. 

"People in Britain and Ireland had a 
right to know what type of information 
was gathered and why. Government 
assurances are also needed, making it 
clear that such draconian invasions of civil 
liberties affecting the citizens of a friendly 
nation are not acceptable and will not be 
repeated." 
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Evidence of police involvement in the murders of solicitors Rosemary Nelson 
and Pat Finucane, picture* below, have led to growing demands for the 
abolition of the Royal Ulster Constabulary 

Just what is the RUC? 
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News/obituaries 

N e w s in b r i e f 

Johnson appeal 
MISCARRIAGE OF justice victim Frank 
Johnson is to have his murder conviction 
referred to the court of appeal after 
spending 23 years behind bars for a 
murder he has always said that he did not 
commit. 

The decision of the criminal cases 
review commission, which was 
announced towards the end of July, comes 
two years after the discovery a police 
document pointing to Johnson's 
innocence. 

The police had always denied the 
existence of a statement taken from the 
murder victim, newsagent John Sheridan 
shortly before he died in hospital from 
injuries sustained during what appeared to 
be a robbery. In his statement Mr Sheridan 
told police that Johnson had not been 
involved. 

• In mid-July, the Court of Appeal 
overturned the murder conviction of Clare 
woman Mary Druhan. Three senior judges 
dismissed evidence originally used to 
secure a double murder conviction in June 
1989 as "uncertain, unspecific and 
unsatisfactory". 

Churchman honoured 
ANGLICAN CLERGYMAN, Canon 
Nicholas Frayling, has been honoured by 
the Agreed Ireland Forum for his 
contribution to peace and reconciliation 
between Britain and Ireland. 

Canon Frayling, who argues that 
Britain should apologise to the people of 
Ireland for 8()0 of colonial rule and to 
Protestants for having used them for 
British ends in Ireland, is the first person 
to have received an award from the group. 

The Agreed Ireland Forum, formed 
five years ago by Labour MPs Kevin 
McNamara, Ken Livingstone and Clive 
Soley, presented the Liverpool churchman 
with a copy of Senator George Mitchell's 
book Making Peace at a special reception 
in mid-July attended by prominent 
Catholic and Anglican clergymen, MPs, 
peers and senior Irish Embassy officials. 

Justice for Dairmuid 
THE JUSTICE for Diarmuid O'Neill 
Campaign has announced a series of 
pickets throughout September to protest at 
the continuing cover-up of his murder at 
the hands of anti-terrorist police. 

The pickets will take place as follows: 
• 9 September, Crown Prosecution 
Service, 50 Ludgate Hill, London EC4M, 
6pm to 7pm, 
• 16 September, New Scotland Yard, off 
Victoria Street, London SW1, 6pm to 
7pm, 
• 23 September, Hammersmith Police 
Station, Shepherds Bush Road, I lam to 
12.30pm. 

• For further information contact 0181 
749 2588 or 0411 784 110, or write to 
Justice for Diarmuid O'Neill, BM Box D 
O'Neill, London, WCIN 3XX. 

RUC for Kosovo 
THE DECISION to send 60 RUC officers 
to assist NATO forces in Kosovo has been 
widely condemned by progressive and 
civil-rights organisations in Britain and 
Ireland as totally inappropriate and 
offensive. 

"The RUC is a deeply sectarian force," 
insisted Connolly Association general 
secretary Enda Finlay. 

"It's about as appropriate as if the 
former apartheid regime of South Africa 
had offered to assist the British 
government ir, the aftermath of civil 
disturbances in Brixton. lo\leth. 
Handsworth or St Paul's during the 
1980s. 

A soldier 
of liberty 
Anthony Coughlan pays 
tribute to one of nature's 
gentlemen, International 
Brigader Peter O'Connor, 
who died recently 

WATERFORDMAN PETER O'Connor, 
who died in June at the age of 87, was one 
of the last surviving members of the 
International Brigade which fought to 
defend the Spanish republic against 
Franco and his Nazi and fascist allies in 
the Spanish civil war of 1936-1939. 

He was the last survivor of the ten 

Waterfordmen who fought in Spain. 
He was a lifelong friend of the 

Connolly Association and Irish Democrat. 
Together with the two brothers, Johnny 
and Paddy Power, also from Waterford, he 
used sell this paper's predecessor, the 
cyclostyled Irish Front, around the streets 
of Willesden in the 1930s. The late 
Desmond Greaves always stayed with 
Peter O'Connor when he visited 
Waterford. 

Over the past decade Peter was a 
regular attender at the annual Greaves 
Summer School in Dublin, together with 
his wife Bridget, who predeceased him. 

Peter joined Na Fianna Eireann at the 
age of 10 in 1922. In 1933 he was a 

founder member of the Communist Party 
of Ireland and active in the Republican 
Congress of 1934. 

In Spain he fought in the Battle of 
Jarama in February 1937, in which 19 
Irishmen were killed, among them the 
poet Charlie Donnelly, whose last words 
were: "Even the Olives are bleeding." 

Peter helped cany Donnelly's body 
from the battlefield. Later he became a 
member of Waterford Corporation and 
Council of Trade Unions. Over the past 60 
years he supported all progressive 
political causes in his native city. 

The universal respect he was held in 
was shown by the big attendance at his 
funeral. In 19% he and other former 
International Brigaders were given the 
right to become honorary citizens of Spain 
by unanimous decision of the Spanish 
parliament. 

Peter O'Connor was one of nature's 
gentlemen, a great and good man in every 
way. In his political memoir, A Soldier of 
Liberty, he wrote a concluding paragraph 
which is appropriate for his own epitaph: 

'You have to believe in something, in a 
cause that will make the world a better 
place, or you have wasted your life. I have 
always been inspired by the following 
quote from Lenin: 

"Man's dearest possession is life, and 
since it is given to him to live but once, he 
must so live as to feel no torturing regrets 
for years without a purpose, so live as not 
to be seared with the shame of a cowardly 
and trivial past, so live that dying he can 
say, 'All my life and all my strength were 
given to the finest cause in the world - the 
Liberation of Mankind."" 

Ken kaable adds: 
PETER WAS always ahead of his time. In 
1934 he was trying to do what the Sinn 
F6in leadership is trying to do now - turn 
the republican movement towards 
socialist politics. In a speech in Waterford 
in 1994 he said something well worth 
treasuring: 

"The great lesson of Spain was the 
lesson of unity, where anti-fascists of 
every nation, where comrades of every 
religion and of none, united in a common 
cause to defeat Franco fascism. 

"We must strive for that unity today if 
we are to be successful in gaining the 
freedom of our country. 

"I believe we cannot be successful in 
that task unless we join forces with the 
British working class. 

"We must make common cause with 
our comrades across the water. Our enemy 
is not the British people but the system of 
British imperialism and monopoly 
capitalism which is the enemy of all 
peoples struggling to be free." 

Activist and actor for unity 
Bobbie Heatley and Chris 
Maguire pay tribute to the 
Connolly Association 
activist and actor Declan 
Mulholland, who died after 
collapsing at his home at 
the end of June 

THE FUNERAL took place on 19 July, at 
Golders Green Crematorium, of former 
Connolly Association activist Declan 
Mulholland. He was 66 years old. 

Dec emigrated from his native Belfast» 
to London when he was in his early 
twenties bringing with him a background 
in trade union, republican and left-wing 
politics. He picked up the latter listening 
to the summer evening debates in the Falls 
Park near his home. 

On his arrival in London he joined the 
Connolly Association and accompanied I 

the late Desmond Greaves on his outdoor 
speaking tours to such places as the Bull 
Ring in Birmingham and Platts Fields in 
Manchester. 

Eventually, through Unity Theatre, the 
former carpenter took up acting, notching 
up numerous cameo parts in the theatre, 
films and TV having worked with such 
stars as Harry H. Corbett, Peter O'Toole, 
Ian McShane, Vincent Price and Doug 
McClure. While perhaps the highlights of 
his film career were his appearances in the 
film Star Wars, The Theatre of Blood and 
The Land that Time Forgot. 

He also worked for periods with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and the 
Royal Court Theatre. 

The demands of acting marginalised 
politics as a component of Declan's 
activity in later years but his attachment to 
his left-wing republicanism held fast. In 
1969 when the Falls Road came under 
attack by loyalist mobs accompanied by 
the B Specials Declan was one of the first 
to return home and make himself available 

for the protection of the community. 
He was greatly loved by all those who 

had the good fortune to get to know him 
closely and this fact was attested to by the 
large gathering of his friends at Golders 
Green. 
Chris Maguire add*: 
Declan was a large and colourful character 
and the life and soul of every party. 

Desmond Greaves often talked of how 
he used to defend the speaker and 
platform against attacks outside factory-
gate meetings. 

I met Declan in 1952 at the world 
youth festival in Sheffield and we 
remained firm friends until his death. 

A committed socialist, he became 
interested in the left-wing Unity Theatre 
in Camden Town and soon took to the 
stage which moulded him into a confident 
actor, a profession he pursued until his 
untimely death. 

Even after death he still holds centre 
stage his most recent film role being in the 
Star Wars movie now showing. 

Eurowatch 
by JOHN BOYD 

Behind the mask 
THE RECENT period has thrown EU 
objectives into sharp focus. We have been 
shown a plastic mask of good cheer which 
in reality hides the ugly face of corporate 
big capital and fascism itself. 

Fascism is not racism, gas chambers or 
men with odd salutes and moustaches 
These were used to intimidate and divide 
people to press one set of people to act 
against another whether by race, colour of 
skin, ethnic background or class. Their 
main purpose was to distract from what 
was really happening, especially corporate 
capital's aims to exploit where it could 
gain economic and political control. 

In Germany a fascist party was called 
the national socialists to deceive the 
unwary and entrap workers mentally and 
physically. The Nazi party was not 
socialist but a tool of capitalism to 
promote German imperialism and 
expansion for big corporate business, the 
very opposite of nationalism. 

In the NATO bombing period prime 
minister Blair and foreign secretary Cook 
called the elected president of Yugoslavia 
a 'fascist' who wanted to dominate the 
world because he would not bow to 
NATO-EU diktats in the Rambouillet 
'accord' and let NATO forces trample over 
the whole of the Yugoslavia. Because the 
Yugoslav government would not jump on 
the shovel they were bombed. 

It was the latter action which was 
'fascist' using older Nazi blitzkrieg and 
intimidatory methods to .crush people. 
Defending ethnic minorities was the 
repeat of an excuse used by Hitler over 
Sudetenland for eventual occupation of 
Czechoslovakia and World War II. Then it 
was appeasement by Britain at Munich 
which led to World War II. This time it 
was the Russian government which 
appeased NATO-EU bombing. 

It was the action of NATO which was 
fascist - where leading states decide they 
can act anywhere in the world using any 
pretext for intervention. 

The non-aligned Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia had not threatened or attacked 
any other sovereign state. 'Defence' 
Minister Robertson has stated that the 
armed forces of the 'West' no longer have 
to respect the right to self determination of 
nation states. 

It is Messrs Blair, Cook and Robertson 
who have shredded the UN charter and 
international law. They are acting in the 
same manner as did the armed forces of 
Germany, her allies, Japan and Italy 
during the second world war. 

There are other similarities. Former 
Commission President Jacques Delor's 
boast that 80 per cent of law making 
would end up in Brussels is now all but 
complete. 

Twenty-one governors of the 
European Central Bank are answerable to 
nobody but have wide powers over the 
economy and monetary affairs of eleven 
EU member states. 

In the Third Reich, Berlin 
overstamped national currencies and 
capitalism was let to rip aided by slave and 
forced labour. Labour movements had 
been taken over, quelled and destroyed on 
the way. 

Today, corporatism propagates 
theories that the class war is over and 
pushes social partnership to enmesh 
labour movement leaders and 
organisations in their plans for big capital 
to rip with no regard for social 
consequences. Hence a 'free market' 
where labour movement resistance and 
demands have been seriously weakened. 

The EU is the ugly face of big capital 
What is needed is a fuller understanding 
of how the politics of Euro-federalism 
operate and more unity in opposing this 
reactionary monster. 
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balance: Good 

While the future of the 
Good Friday document 
remains uncertain, Daltun 6 
Ceallaigh assesses its real 
significance and analyses 
its potential to bring about 
change should it survive 

I —J*— 
the latest crisis in the Irish 
peace process 

HERE DOES the 
Good Friday 
Document stand for 
those who believe that 
it opens up 

ossibilities for 
progressing (be republican cause? 

Its views of consent and self-
determination are impossible for a 
republican to accept; to do so would 
amount to political abjuration and 
ideological suicide. This is because, as 
Geny Adams has indicated, they: "rest on 
the gerrymander of partition and are thus a 
violation of the principle of democracy 
and a denial of die right of the Irish people 
as a whole freely to resolve their own 

"We held, and hold, that Ireland is the 
valid constituency for mapping out the 
future of the people of the island, and 
without external interference. However, it 
is not feasible to proceed in that way 
immediately, not least because of the 
attitude of the British government. So, we 
must see how we can advance the position 
without a negation of principle. 

"No other party has been asked to 
abandon its philosophy and analysis. Nor 
will we abandon ours and there is nothing 
in the document which compels us do so. 
There is no affirmation or action required 
in it which can be construed as binding 
one to die Document's flawed definition 
of self-determination." i ! 

But, while republicans cannot affirm 
that the consent of a majority in the six 
counties is necessary in principle in order 
to bring about Irish unity,should-it bte 
achievable in practice, it is baldly 
objectionable asa meats towards an end. 

Insofar as Irish unity is not going to 
come into being in the shcrt ttfiff, 
whatever about die diminution of British 
sovereignty over- the north through'imM-' 
Ireland ministerial council, consideration 
ought therefore to be given to how 
northern majority consent to unity might 
come about There are five headings tiut 
ought to be looked at in this connection: 
persuasion of unionists, British policy, the 
demography of Catholics, the 
immigration of nationalists, and the 
emigration of unionists. 

The persuasion of unionists: 
Obviously, one should continue the 
propaganda work of trying to convert, as 
far as possible, unionists to a national 
democratic position. Although that does 
not necessarily infer supporting Sinn F6in, 
not least because of its recent associations 
for unionists or because of their reluctance 
to accept left-wing policies, or even 
supporting the SDLP. But it does at least 
pertain to voting patterns in a plebiscite. 

British policy: Just because the British 
have legislated for possible secession of 
the six counties from die United Kingdom 
and their incorporation in a united Ireland, 

and have also declared themselves neutral 
on the issue, that does not mean that they 
are logically bound to an allegedly neutral 
stance - a case of the British empire 
becoming the British umpire. (They are of 
course not neutral in reality through 
continuing to passively accept a unionist 
veto on unity.) 

It is still open to die British in future to 

It is still open to the 
British in future to 

become active • -

"persuaders' M^M&'ZMiiii 

become active 'persuaders', and work 
should c o n t i n u e all levels and in all 

consent thereto. In 
other words, at least to resurrect in 
substance the 1988 British Labour Party 
policy which Mo Mowlam, among others, 
signed up to. 

Demography of Catholics: In 
summary, the position is that the 
proportion of Catholics, or those of that 
background, in the population at the last 
census in 1991 was estimated at 43 per 
cent and there is some speculation that it 
might be around 45 per cent now; 
moreover, it was 50 per cent plus in die 
median teenage cohort eight years ago. 

Immigration of nationalists: 
Thought has not been given up to now to 
a feature which has operated elsewhere in 
the world to help alter the political balance 
of a situation. That is immigration of 
nationalists from the twenty-six counties, 
Britain and, to a lesser extent, elsewhere in 
the EU to the north, which coukl not be 
prevented under EU rales. 

This was originally a fear of unionists 
as regards the south, and was reflected 
prior to EU membership in employment 
legislation to prevent the 'green hordes' 
from coming across die border. 

Such 
encouraged from the 
on, although this blight not be legally so 
straightforward in some instances. Up 
until now, such an idea might have 
appeared unrealistic, given die violence in 
the north and its high unemployment 
rates. But if die latter two factors altered 
substantially and positively, die notion 
might no longer be so strained as it would 

Emigration of unionists: This has 
already begun to take place, especially 
among the middle-classes and particularly 
where children are going to Britain for 
third-level education and then staying 
there. The tendency to emigrate to 'the 
mainland' might be strengthened for those 
unionists who cannot stomach the Good 
Friday document and its full implications 

tof identity as well as 
hi -': -;sK; : * 
Cjiife 

N THE other hand, a decline 
I in violence and increase in 

f , as just noted, 
work in the opposite 

But thiB question is 
this would be 

sufficient to overcome the distance which 
many unionists obviously feel from a 
society in which equality is the norm and 
the political and demographic balance is 

Movi £ on to actual constitutional 
changes, the three bases of British 
sovereignty over the six counties up to 
1998 were (he: Union with Ireland Act 
1800 ('Act of Union'), the Government of 
Ireland Act 1920, die Northern Ireland 
Constitution Act 1973. 

The second and most of the third have 
now been repealed md the remaining 
legislation has been subjected to the 
Northern Ireland Act 1998 insofar as it has 
'effect notwithstanding,any other previous 
enactment'. This Wt,"also includes die 
mirror image of the amendments to the 
Irish constitution to allow for an all-
Ireland ministerial council and 
implementation bodies. " 

These are the key legal differences 
over Sunningdale which, at most, 
envisaged ordinary legislation in the 
Assembly and the Oireachtas regarding a 
Council of Ireland. That was instead of 
what has happened now, viz constitutional 
legislation at Westminster and Irish 
constitutional amendments to give powers 
to an all-Ireland body. In other words, the 
Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 
did not specify a council of Ireland, while 
the 1998 Act provides for a north-south 
ministerial council and linked 
implementation bodies; the Irish 
constitution was not amended in 1973 to 
allow fa- the first, while in 1998 it has 
been altered to permit, the second. These 
steps would not be necessary if a partial 
cession of sovereignty to all-Ireland 
institutions by the two governments were 

major difference of a 
political kind in 1998 over die situation 
twenty-five years ago is that republicans 
will now be part of the legislature and 
administration of the six counties as well 

. as participants in the all-Ireland 
ministerial council. 

It may be said that this could not be so 
a quarter century back not least due to 
Sinn K i n ' s abstention from full-bodied 
political involvement That may be true, 
but it does not alter a significantly 
changed political fact which has been 
missed by most if not all observers. 

Beyond that, there is also the 
constitutional progress that nationalists 
held only four out of eleven places in the 
executive of 1973/4, whereas they will 
occupy six out of twelve posts in 1999. 
This numerical and proportional advance 
from a 36 per cent to a 50/50 situation is 
very important What is also noticeable is 
that some unionists are not so resistant to 
the ministerial council as to die council of 
Ireland of 1973 which suggests at least an 
element of fatalistic resignation to the all-
Ireland dimension. 

Let us now t u n to the further 
amendments of the Irish Constitution in 
respect of Articles 2 and 3. 

Article 2 now effectively holds that 
there is an Irish nation co-extensive with 
the island of Ireland, even if there are 
those on the island who either say they are 
not part of the nation or do not want to be 
so politically. 

Article 1 (and this is important) 
remains unaltered and says: "The Irish 
nation hereby affirms its inalienable, 
indefeasible, and sovereign right to 
choose its own form of government". 

Article 3 gives up die claim by the 
Oireachtas and Irish Government to a 
right of jurisdiction over the six counties. 
Ironically, the orthodox republican stance 

such a right of a 'Free 
State'parliament and administration. Hie 
Article then goes on to envisage a dinted 
Ireland arising from consent of a majority 
of the people "in both jurisdictions". 

In fact, this is compatible with the 
principle that die valid constituency for 
determining the political future of Ireland 
(» Af i i s land , while acknowledging the 
reality that the people are spread across 
two jurisdictions. It would have been 
different if the phrase in quotation was In 
each jurisdiction', which was in earlier 
drafts leaked to the media, but changed in 
later ones. 

The reference to a "firm will of the 
Irish nation" to unity is important and 
again links in with both die definition of 
the nation as stretching throughout the 
island and the continuing mention in the 
Preamble about seeking to have "the unity 
of our country restored", 

It can be argued that there is thus still a 
constitutional imperative to strive towards 
unity. " ^ m m 

• Daltun 6 Ceallaigh, pictured above, is 
an Irish trade union leader and the author 
of several books on the conflict between 
Britain and Ireland. 

by P 0 L I T 1 C U S 

Germany pushes 
EU militarisation 
"I HAVE always found the word Europe 
on the lips of those politicians who wanted 
something from others that they were 
afraid to demand under their own names." 
A remark of Otto von Bismarck, 
Germany's Iron Chancellor, which fits 
exactly his country's attitude to the 
contemporary European Union. 

As German troops move into Kosovo, 
operating outside Germany for the first 
time since the second world war, and as 
the Bundestag moves to the old Reichstag 
building in Berlin, Germany pushes ahead 
with its proposals to militarise the EU. 

The Cologne summit of EU heads of 
government in June adopted the German 
plan "to lay the foundations for a 
European Defence Union", to use the 
words of new German Brussels 
commissioner, Gunther Verheugen. This 
hugely important development got little 
faess coverage at the time, overshadowed 
by the end of the Kosovo war. 

So European Defence Union (EDU), 
follows European Monetary Union 
(EMU). As possession of an army and a 
currency, the monopoly of legal force and 
the monopoly of legal tender over a 
territory, are the two classical essential 
features of being a state, this is a further 
giant step towards turning the EU into a 
superstate under German hegemony -
with France desperately trying to hold on 
to Germany's coat-tails. 

The following were agreed in 
Cologne: 
# the virtual integration of the EU and the 
nuclear-armed military alliance, the 
Western European Union, the European 
wing of NATO, details to be worked out 
by the end of this year, 
# the development of the 'appropriate 
capabilities and instruments' for 
conducting an EU security/military 
policy; 
• the establishment of an EU council of 
defence ministers, a permanent EU 
political and security committee in 
Brussels, and an EU military committee 
consisting of military personnel from 
member states to make recommendations 
to the forma- body; 
• the establishment of an EU military 
staff and situation centre, as well as a 
'satellite centre' and a 'centre for strategic 

• The use of these military institutions to 
undertake the so-called 'Pfctersberg tasks', 
which include 'peace-making and crisis-
management' - polite euphemisms for 
either making or threatening war, if need 
be without a UN mandate, as in Kosovo; 
# a commitment 'to foster the 
restructuring of the European defence 
industries,' 'strengthen the industrial and 
technological defence base', and 'seek 
further progress in the harmonisation of 
military requirements.' In other words 
boost the EU arms industry. 

The Finnish EU presidency is to flesh 
out de&ils of these institutions and 
commitments by the end of this year. The 
summit statement talks of 'using NATO 
resources for European-led operations.' 
Thus the EU remains militarily 
subordinate to the US. The appointment of 
NATO secretary-general Solana to the 
new high-powered job of EU foreign 
policy and security supremo, symbolises 
this relation. 

At Cologne the EU States adopted a 
12-page 'S t ra fe^ on Russia' — a 
detailed programme of interference by the 
EU in Russia's internal affairs in political, 
economic and military life - a manifesto 
of collectivc EU imperialism. The British 
and Irish governments signed up to that 
too, but it is certain that Germany was and 
will he to the fore in pushing it. 
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Trade union news 

connoLLy column 
Published in the Irish 
Worker of 30 August, 1913, 
this article by James 
Connolly sets out his 
union's perspective in the 
run up to one of the 
bitterest disputes in the 
history of Irish working-
class struggle 

The Dublin Lock Out 
ALL THE capitalist papers of Friday last join in urging, or giving favourable publicity 
to the views of others urging the employers of Dublin to join in a general lock-out of 
the members of the Irish Transport and General Workers' union 

It is as well. Possibly some such act is necessary in order to make that portion of the 
working class which still halts undecided to understand clearly what it is that lies behind 
the tyrannical and brow-beating attitude of the proprietors of the Dublin tramway 
system. 

The fault of the Irish Transport and General Workers' Union (ITGWU)! What is it? 
Let us tell it in plain language. Its fault is that it found the labourers of Ireland on their 
knees, and has striven to raise them to the erect position of manhood; found them with 
all their vices of slavery in their souls, and strove to eradicate these vices and replace 
them with the virtues of free men; found them with no other weapons of defence than 
the arts of the liar, the lickspittle, and the toady, and combined them and taught them to 
abhor those arts and rely proudly on the defensive power of combination. 

It found a class in whom seven centuries of social outlawry had added fresh 
degradations upon the burden it bore as 

The Irish Transport 
and General 

Workers Union has 
taught that they 
who toil are the 

ones that 
matter 

only 

the members of a nation suffering from 
the cumulative effects of seven centuries 
of national bondage. 

Out of this class, the degraded slaves 
of slaves more degraded still ? for what 
degradation is more abysmal than that of 
those who prostitute their manhood on the 
alter of profit-mongering? 

Out of this class of slaves, the 
labourer's of Dublin, the ITGWU has 
created an army of intelligent self-reliant 
men, abhorring the old arts of the toady, 
the lickspittle, and the crawler and trusting 
alone to the disciplined use of their power 
to labour or to withdraw their labour to 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ assert and maintain their right as men. 
In other words: The ITGWU found 

that before its advent the working class of Dublin had been taught by all the educational 
agencies of the country, by all the social influences of their masters, that this world was 
created for the special benefit of the various sections of the master class, that kings and 
lords and capitalists were of value; that even flunkeys, toadies, lickspittle and poodle 
dogs h" 1 an honoured place in the scheme of the universe, but that there was neither 
hono Jit, nor consideration to the man or woman who toils to maintain them all. 

Aga.iist all this the ITGWU has taught that they who toil are the only ones that do 
matter, that all others are but beggars upon the bounty of those who work with hand or 
brain, and that this superiority of social value can at any time be realised...by the 
combination of the labouring class. 

Preaching, organising and fighting upon this basis, the ITGWU has done what? If the 
value of a city is to be found in the development of self-respect and high conception of 
social responsibilities among a people, then the ITGWU found Dublin the poorest city 
in these countries by reason of its lack of these qualities. And by imbuing the workers 
with them, it has made Dublin the richest city in Europe to-day, rich by all that counts 
for greatness in the history of nations. 

It is then upon this workii.e Jass so enslaved, so led and so enriched with moral 
purposes and high aims, that the employers propose to make general war. 

Shall we shrink from it; cower before their onset? A thousand times no! Shall we 
crawl back into our slums, abase our hearts, bow our knees, and crawl once more to lick 
the hand that would smite us? Shall we, 
who have been carving out for our 
children a brighter future, a cleaner city, a 
freer life, consent to betray them instead 
into the grasp of the blood-suckers from 
whom we have dreamt of escaping? No, 
no, and yet again no! 

Let them declare their lock-out; it will 
only hasten the day when the working 
class will lock out the capitalist class for 
good and all. If for taking the side of the 
tram men we are threatened with 
suffering, why we have suffered before. 

But let them understand that once they 
start that ball rolling no capitalist power 
on earth can prevent it continuing to roll, 
that every day will add to the impetus it 
will give to the working-class purpose, to the thousands it will bring to the working-class 
ranks and every added suffering inflicted upon the workers will be a fresh obstacle in the 
way of moderation when the day of final settlement arrives. If it is going to be a 
wedding, let it be a wedding: and if it is going to be a wake, let it be a wake: we are ready 
for either. 

If for taking the 
side of the tram 

men we are 
threatened with 

suffering, 
we have suffered 

before 

T&G backs Good Friday process 
T & G C O N F E R E N C E 
Democrat reporter 

DELEGATES AT the recent biennial 
conference of the Transport and General 
Workers' Union gave their full backing to 
the signing of the Good Friday agreement 
and called upon trade unionists in Britain 
and Ireland to play a prominent role in 
progressing the Irish peace process. 

The union, which represents workers 
in both parts of Ireland, is one of Britain's 
biggest and most powerful trade unions. 

Delegates endorsed four wide-ranging 
motions from branches in Ireland 
committing the union to support a new 
political dispensation in the North based 
on combating sectarianism, promoting 
social and economic progress and 
protecting civil, individual and cultural 
rights. 

Among the key points endorsed by 
conference was a clear recognition of the 
British government's special 
responsibility in ensuring the continuation 
of the peace process and the importance of 
implementing, without delay, parts of the 
Good Friday agreement relating to 
equality, policing, just ice and socio-
economic measures. 

Additional measures to protect 
equality and cultural lights of the people 
of Northern Ireland, including a Bill of 
Rights, were also vital, delegates agreed. 

The conference also highlighted the 
importance of far-reaching changes to 
policing and the justice system including: 
• the need for a representative and 
accountable police force 
• the abolition of the Diplock Courts 
• the repeal of all emergency legislation 
• the introduction of video recordings for 
all interrogations 
• compliance with international standards 
on access to legal representation 
• a restoration of the right to silence. 
• independent investigations into mis-
carriages of justice 
• wide-ranging reform of the judiciary 

Delegates also demanded affirmative 
action to aid disadvantaged areas, the 
socially excluded and the long-term 
unemployed 

Delegates supported the proposal for a 
trade union audit of the operation of the 
Good Friday agreement based on the 
annual reports published by institutions 
set up under the agreement, and called for 
trade union solidarity with groups in 
Britain working to support the process. 

Speaking on behalf of the union's 
executive committee, Irish regional 
secretary Mick O'Reilly, pictured, 
stressed that the signing of the Good 
Friday agreement and the assembly 
elections which foUowed had "opened up 

tremendous opportunities for the trade 
union movement in Northern Ireland". 

The overwhelming endorsement of 
agreement by people throughout Ireland 
had created the potential for transforming 
the political landscape of the North. It was 
now possible to move away from "the wall 
of sectarianism, communal suspicion and 
a politics of national and religious divide" 
which had plagued progressive trade 
union initiatives over the past 30 years. 

The agreement had come about as a 
result of compromise on all sides, he said. 
The onus was now on trade unions "to 
pursue a post-agreement politics which 
extends and deepens the peace process 
and promotes equality between both 
communities". 

Praising all those who were working 
towards the full implementation of the 
Good Friday agreement, including the two 
governments, the leaders of all the pro-
agreement parties, unionist, nationalist, 
loyalist and republican, he nevertheless 
warned against complacency. There 
remained many problems ahead and the 
agreement would not solve everything. 

To those working to bring down the 
agreement he issued a stern warning: 
"You will face the combined and 
concerted opposition of the trade union 
movement if you attempt to thwart the 
will of the majority of people who 
desperately want peace and prosperity. We 
will not allow you to plunge Northern 
Ireland back towards violence and 
sectarianism." 

Trade unions needed to act as a 
support and facilitate co-operation 
between pro-agreement forces, he told 
delegates. "We must assist and encourage 
all sides to this historical conflict to move 
from a sterile politics of a sectarian 
headcount to a progressive politics that 
transcends community divides." 

Addressing the concerns and 

aspirations of both unionists and 
nationalists in turn he stressed that the 
"trade union movement must do 
eveiything possible to encourage 
progressive elements among the unionist 
people to take this extra step, to confront 
reactionary elements within their own 
camp, and work with pro-agreement 
nationalists to make the assembly and 
executive work." 

After suffering 30 years of violence it 
was understandable that unionists were 
suspicious of nationalists, he said. But, it 
was necessary now for them to take risks 
and make peace with their neighbours. 
"Standing behind vacuous slogans and 
demands for decommissioning as a means 
to exclude nationalists can only endanger 
the progress to date and plunge Northern 
Ireland backwards", he said. 

Equally, nationalists, who had been 
"on the receiving end of 30 years of 
discrimination, terrorism and state 
repression", had good reason to be 
suspicious of unionists, he reminded 
delegates. But, for the first time, they had 
an opportunity to "step out of the sectarian 
ghetto", forge new relationships with 
progressive unionists and participate as 
equals in Northern Ireland. 

The trade union movement could 
facilitate that dialogue which must 
ultimately "lead to progressive politicians 
speaking on behalf of workers 
nationalist or unionist - rather than just for 
their own community. "Both Sinn F6in 
and the SDLP have a role to play in this 
but they cannot do it alone." 

"The trade union movement can 
provide a neutral space for these forces to 
come together away from the glare of 
public statements and debate. We can act 
as a facilitator and honest broker to assist 
these progressive forces in drawing up a 
new agenda for social and economic 
reform and strategies," O'Reilly said. 

Morris euro 
challenge 
TUC GENERAL secretary John Monks 
came under fire from the leader of one of 
the country's biggest trade unions for 

misusing his position to support Britain's 
adoption of the euro. 

In a statement issued before the 
biennial conference of the Transport and 
General Workers Union in July, the 
union's leader. Bill Morris, left, accused 
the TUC general secretary of giving the 
support of the trade union movement 
without having first canvassed its views. 

"The TUC has no mandate to be 
promoting the euro at any cost If it is the 
policy of the executive, it is certainly not 
the policy of the congress. I don ' t see any 
members queuing up to promote 
membership of the euro." 

Calling for a referendum of all union 
members on the euro issue, he said that 
pro-euro union trade union leaders were 
"asking us to take a leap in the dark". 

Moving an executive statement at 
conference reaffirming the T&G's official 
policy of staying out of the euro if it would 
result in job losses, Mr Moms stressed 
that although the union was in favour of 
joining "in principle" this could not be "at 
any price and at any old time". i 

New ICTU 
president 

UNISON'S INEZ 
McCormack, left, 
took over as the 
new president of 
the all-Ireland 
Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions at 
the centre's 
b i e n n i a l 
conference in 
June. 

Of Protestant background, She has 
played a vital role in developing public-
sector trade unionism in the six counties, 
particularly in the health sector. 

A strong supporter of the peace 
process, she took part in the late 1960s 
civil rights marches as a young student 
and has been instrumental in formulating 
UNISON's progressive policies on 
Ireland. ' • » . 

Many people have begun to draw 
parallels between Portadown and 
Alabama, and between the Orange Order 
and the Ku Klux Klan, such is the abuse 
and intimidation that the residents of the 
Garvaghy area have had to endure. 

In the run-up to the weekend the 
Orange Order were refused permission to 
parade down the Garvaghy Road. This, 
however, did not allay resident's fears that 
some sort of confrontation was likely to 
occur, the build up to Drumcree five being 
similar to other years. 

On Saturday, 3 July, the delegation 
travelled to the Garvaghy Road as part of 
a large convoy from Belfast The convoy 
included international observer teams 
from the United States (Peace Watch 
Ireland, the Irish Parades Emergency 
Committee and the Lawyer's Alliance for 
Justice), Ireland (AFRI and the Table 
Campaign) and Canada (the Coalition for 
Peace in Ireland). Friends of Garvaghy 
Road groups f rom different parts of 
Ireland were also there along with 
residents from die Ormeau Road and Falls 
Road areas of Belfast. 

The convoy arrived at the Ash Grove 
Community Centre as the local resident 
were launching a new book, Garvaghy: a 
community under siege (Beyond the Pale 
Publications, £8.99), based on the diaries 
kept by them during July 1998, which 
reveals the real price of "Orange feet on 
the Garvaghy Road". 

At a briefing session that evening 
about the situation on the ground we were 
told there had been an Orange march 
every night the previous week and one 
was expected later that evening. The area 
was very tense, with numerous stewards 
and observers positioned at likely 
flashpoints. 

That evening, around 500 loyalists 
gathered in Portadown town centre that 
evening for a rally at the end of so-called 
'Long March' which was to advance 
Protestant 'civil rights', appropriating the 
language of die civil rights movement in a 
cynical attempt to claim victimhood. 

Later on Orangemen walked from the 
town centre to Drumcree Church and as 
they passed St John's Catholic church, 
bands stopped and played Orange tunes. 
An American observer sustained arm and 
head injuries and was hospitalised 
following an attack by some of the 
marchers. A young nationalist man from 
the Garvaghy Road was also badly beaten 
after a confrontation with police. 

Perhaps surprisingly, the following 
day's marches passed by without much 
incident Despite this, the area was very 
tense as die marchers passed the top of the 
Garvaghy Road, a flashpoint on previous 
years. Resident were relieved that the 
number of marchers was down 
considerably on previous years 

Following their service at Drumcree 
Church, and a token protest about not 

RUC roadblock beside St John's Church on the Gervaghy Road, top. Loyalist supporters at Drumcree Church police 
barricade, above, demonstrate marchers' attempts to hijack the slogans of the civil rights era. Below left Brendan 
MacCionniath addresses the media scram on the Gervaghy Road and, below right, Connolly Association members show 
their solidarity outside Drumcree community centre. Pictures by Sass Tuffin, Jim Redmond and Enda Finlay 

being allowed down the Garvaghy Road, 
the field, which last year had been the 
scene of nighdy batdes between march 
supporters and die security forces, was 
virtually empty. 

• - » 

WAS a palpable sense 
of relief among residents of 
the Garvaghy Road that the 
violence of previous years had 
not been repeated. Yet, many 
people were uneasy, 

suspecting that, as on previous occasions, 
some sort of deal had been done behind 
their back. However, it was clear that die 
Orangemen and their supporters, aware of 
the international media attention, were, on 
this occasion, on their best behaviour. 

However, the mask slipped as night 
approached with skirmishes breaking out 
between loyalists and the security forces 
as those who had remained around 
Drumcree Church attempted to break into 
the Garvaghy area. Loyalists taunted and 
hurled sickening, sectarian abuse at 
residents near St John VChurch graveyard. 
Police and army reinforcements had to be 
called in and several plastic bullets were 
fired before the loyalist mob was brought 
under control. 

This year there was no huge stand-off 

between loyalists and the security forces, 
no bringing the six-counties to a standstill. 
What was witnessed represented a change 
of tactics by the Orange Order in the hope 
that it will be granted a march through the 
Garvaghy Road at a later date. 

The story from the Garvaghy Road is 
one of a community united in its belief 
that they must be consulted about any 
march through their area, of resilience and 
resolve in die face of continual abuse and 
violence. 

The Garvaghy Road residents' 
demands for face to face talks with the 
Orange Order and the freedom to live free 
from sectarian harassment are collective 
demands. In adopting this position they 
are upholding an important part of the 
Good Friday agreement. Among the 
forces ranged against the agreement are 
the bowler-hatted Orangemen and the 
loyalist thugs attracted to their sectarian 
cause. 

The decision to allow this year's main 
Orange Order rally was to take place in 
Belfast's Ormeau Park, on the Ormeau 
Road, which came hot on the foot of the 
Drumcree weekend, came as no surprise 
to nationalist and republicans. 

The Orange Order deliberately 
switched its main 12 July rally from the 

countryside at Edenderry, on the southern 
outskirts of Belfast, in protest at the 
Parades Commission's decision to ban the 
local lodge from marching down the 
nationalist lower end of the road, the scene 
of trouble in previous years. 

The Orange Order appeared to be 
attempting to re-create a Drumcree-style 
stand-off in Belfast and to intimidate the 
local community by threatening them with 
up to 40,000 loyalist laying siege to the 
area. In the end, only a massive security 
operation, similar to the one employed at 
Drumcree, ensured that trouble was kept 
to a minimum. 

Of course, there could be a resolution 
to the annual crisis on the Garvaghy Road, 
but it will require the Orange Order to 
pack away its supremacist ideology and to 
sit down with those who represent the 
residents' of what is almost certainly the 
most beleaguered community in the 
North. Sadly, to date, the Orange Order 
has shown precious few signs of being 
willing to afford residents even the 
common courtesy of meeting with 
face to face. 

O The Friends of Garvaghy Road can 
contacted at BM Box 5519, 
W C 1 N 3 X X 
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Solidarity with 
the besieged 
residents off 

• * . ' . " jgCT 5' 

Garvaghy Road 

Features 

Portadown at the beginning of July as part of a delegation 
organised by the London-based Friends of Garvaghy 
Road. Connolly Association general secretary Enda 
Finlay explains the significance of what has been 
happening at Drumcree and reports on this year's events 

Six members of the Connolly Association visited 

THE PURPOSE of the 
delegation was to show 
support and solidarity with the 
local community, to observe 
the Orange Order march to 
Drumcree Church, to monitor 

the response of the RUC and the British 
army and to discover what it is like to live 
as a minority in a partitioned town. 

The recent history of Dnimcree shows 
how important and symbolic it has 
become to hardline loyalism. In 199S Ian 
Paisley held Trimble's hand aloft as they 
danced their sectarian jig in Portadown 
town centre after a deal had been down to 
allow the march. This event was widely 
credited with catapulting Trimble into the 
leadership of the Ulster Unionist Party. 
Since then he has worked hard to prove his 
hardline credentials. 

In 1996, the British government 
initially decided to stop the march, leading 
to an ugly stand-off with loyalists. The six 
counties were under siege, die Orange 
Order threatened to "bring the province 
(sic) to a standstill"; roads were blocked, 
the airport was closed and the RUC 
threatened mutiny. After a five-day stand-
off, the march was eventually forced down 
the Garvaghy Road. Loyalists murdered 
31-year-old Catholic taxi-diver, Michael 
McGoldrick during the stand-off. 

In 1997 residents awoke to find 
themselves under siege by the British 
Army, plastic bullets were fired at 
residents as Mo Mowlam broke her 
promise to the residents of the Garvaghy 
Road, by not consulting with them before 
allowing the march to be forced down the 
road. 

Last year the stakes were raised by the 
Orange Order as they threaten to bring 
100,000 Orangemen to Dnimcree Four. 
An intense stand-off began and was only 
scaled back following the murder of the 
three Quinn children who w o e burnt to 
death in their Co. Antrim home by 
loyalists. Despite coining in for 
widespread criticism, the Orange Order 
refused to bear any of the blame for the 
murder of the three young boys and 
instead commenced a year of protest and 
violence. 

In the period since last July there have 
been ova- 200 Orange demonstrations (the 
vast majority of them illegal), Catholic 
homes and businesses have been attacked, 
burned or bombed; Catholic resident have 
been attacked, assaulted, abused and 
intimidated. Five people have been 
murdered as a result of pro-Orange 
violence. 

The entire community, with great 
courage, has rallied around to defend itself 
from these attacks. It seems incredible that 
all this has been allowed to happen despite 
the pledge in the Good Friday agreement 
that everyone in the community has "the 
right to freedom from sectarian 
harassment". 
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Defending Cromwell 
Rutin O Donnell reviews Cromwell, 
an honourable enemy: the 
untold story of the 
Cromwellian invasion of 
Ireland by Tom Reillw Brandon 
£77.99 hbk 

CROMWELL AN honourable enemy is 
one of the most controversial Irish history 

trftles in recent years. The significantly 
omitted question mark signals from first 
glance that there is an overt agenda to this 
work. 

If this were not clear enough the 
foreword explicitly states Reilly's 
intention to "exculpate Cromwell from the 
charges of wholesale and indiscriminate 
slaughter of the ordinary unarmed people 
of Ireland". 

Whereas 'revisionists' once attempted 
to traduce nationalist icons in order to cut 
their legacies down to size, Reilly takes 
the opposite tack in seeking to champion 
the undisputed arch villain of the Irish 
millennium. 

Cromwell's position as one of the most 
written about figures in the English 
language is understandable and stems 
from his unique status as regicide, 
conqueror, puritan, republican dictator 
and nepotist. 

Historians who elect to gloss over the 
atrocious 'Irish dimension' to his career 
will presumably welcome Reilly's 
ingenious defence of the Protector's 
bloody sojourn in Ireland. 

Reilly supports his bold thesis with a 
number of central arguments which are 
repeated in one form or another ad 
nauseam. 

One is that the Cromwellian campaign 
in Ireland was militarily legitimate and 
legal in terms of its ostensible objective of 
re-conquest and, crucially, was typical of 
those waged under contemporary rules of 
war. 

As Reilly states: "Cromwell may well 
have had no moral right to take the lives of 
the defending garrison of Drogheda, but 
he certainly had the law firmly on his 
side" (p. 117). 

In other words, his slaughtered Irish 
enemies deserved what they got for 
resisting what they wrongly perceived to 

CORK UNIVERSITY Press continues to 
pump out new titles in its innovative 
Irish Narratives series at an alarming 

,£ite. The most interesting of the latest 
batch, somewhat surprisingly, is A 

Policeman's Ireland; reco-
llections of Samuel Waters, 
R I C , (ed. Stephen Ball). 

While very much a view from the 
'other side' as far as Democrat readers 
will be concerned, the memoir 
nevertheless provides a fascinating insight 
into the life and work of an Irish police 
officer in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. 

Deeply committed to the union. 
Waters played a prominent role in the 
development of the force's Special 
Branch, a key element in Britain's efforts 
to suppress nationalist and republican 
revolt. Waters eventually retired from the 
force in 1920 following the assassination 
by the IRA of a Special Branch colleague. 

Despite his background. He remained 
in Ireland after the founding of the Free 
State, living out the remaining years of his 
life in some comfort. 

Other new titles in the Narratives 
series include T h a R e y n o l d s 
Letters: A Irish emigrant 
family in iate Victorian 
Manchester (ed. Lawrence W. 
McBride), and The Misfit Soldier: 

Cromwel l 
\ t i l l n i H H i r J b l i 

be English invaders and were, 
consequently, willing agents in their own 
downfall. 

His argument is undermined by several 
factors, not least by the marked difference 
in behaviour of the New Model Army in 
England and Ireland. 

This, of course, is understandable 
given that the two campaigns were fought 
for different reasons at different times and 
most historians would exercise caution in 
drawing such direct comparisons. 

To be fair, Reilly provides compelling 
evidence of altered conduct without 
drawing the obvious conclusions. 

His admirable presentation of 
historical minutiae frequently invites 
interpretations that are at odds with the 
narrative thrust. 

A case in point is the painstaking 
discussion of whether 6,000 members of 
the Drogheda garrison were put to the 
sword or just 3.000 or 3,500. 

Moreover, judging at this remove 
whether or not all those killed were 
combatants seems somewhat academic 
given that all perished in contravention of 
Cromwell 's assurances of humane 
treatment. 

Reilly's views on such matters are 
often wholly valid but amount to subtle 
shifts in the orthodox interpretation that 
fall well short of exonerating his hero 
from traditional opprobrium. 

A crucial aspect mentioned but 
considerably underplayed by Reilly is that 

REVIEWS IN BRIEF 
Edward Casey's War story, 
1914-1918 (ed. Joanna Bourke). All 
three titles are available in paperback, 
priced £8.95. 

Wolfhound Press are to be 
congratulated for bringing Liam 
O'Flaherty's third novel, T h e 
Informer, (pbk £6.99) back into print 
after an absence of several years. Long 
recognised as a classic thriller, 
O'Flaherty's tale of betrayal and intrigue 
is set against a backdrop of left-wing 
revolutionary politics in Ireland some time 
during the 1920s. 

Originally published in 1925, the book 
displays all of O'Flaherty's talents as a 
master storyteller. The book won the 
James Tait Black Prize and, in 1935, was 
turned into a highly successful film by the 
American filmmaker John Ford. 

Other O'Flaherty novels available 
from Wolfhound include M r 
Qilhooley, The Assassin, 
Insurrect ion and Famine. There is 
also a treat to look forward to in 
Septemeber when Wolfhound publish 
The Collected Stories. 

For the first time ever, this three-
volume boxed set will bring together all of 
O'Flaherty's short stories. The set includes 
his Irish-language stories and a number of 
others published for the first time. 

An examination of the role played by 

the Cromwellians were chomping at the 
bit to avenge what they understood to be a 
widespread massacre of Protestant settlers 
in Ireland during the 1641 rising. 

Unbeknownst to them the casualty 
reports were magnified up to one hundred 
fold and the circumstances of their deaths 
misrepresented by anti-Irish propa-
gandists. 

His men were also expecting to recoup 
years of back pay for civil-war service out 
of forfeited Irish assets. In fact, so 
confused were the Cromwellians by 
conditions on the ground in 1649 that they 
executed Irish royalist soldiers who had 
no sympathy and only recent connections 
with the rebels of 1641. 

Much of the fighting in Ireland was, as 
Reilly contends, typical of seventeenth 
century warfare but the cold blooded 
aberrations of Drogheda and Wexford 
warrant more than to be placed in context. 

Another perspective stressed by Reilly 
is that Cromwell was absent when many 
of the worst known atrocities took place. 
Edmund Ludlow and Henry Ireton had 
blood on their hands but they were 
Cromwell's immediate subordinates in a 
military chain of command and Ireton was 
his son-in-law. 

Needless to say, there is no evidence 
that Cromwell disapproved of the brutal 
tactics employed by his officers to mop up 
Irish resistance after his return to England 
in May 1650. 

In Wicklow, where organised 
resistance continued in the mountains 
until April 1652, Ireton resorted to the 
widespread use of the firebrand and 
gallows to quell insurgency. 

This later campaign is not detailed by 
Reilly and it is evident that die selective 
focus of his book obscures the overall 
character of the Cromwellian conquest 

More sustainable are Reilly's claims 
that Cromwell wa»a compassionate man 
who was deeply w£>unded by a series of 
family tragedies. ^ 

This may be so, but the historical 
significance of such pathos is highly 
debateable. 

Reilly makes a reasonable case that 
several impo(t|uit attacks on Cromwell's 
Irish career are tainted by the prejudices of 
his opponents. , 

A fair point, albeit one that could be 
made 6f virtually any historically 
prominent figvfe. Be does, however, make 
a convincing case for downgrading the 
reliability of Certain oft-cited texts. 

and economic urban 
regeneration in the West, with particular 
reference to Belfast City, is the subject of 
a new publication from left-leaning 
publishers Pluto Press. 

Essays In City 
imagining 

Visions: 
Place, 

, edited by 
Frank Gaffikin and Mike Morrissey 
(£14.99 pbk), includes contributions on 
both general theories of urban 
development, economic regeneration and 
city governance as well as specific studies 
focusing on the actual experience of 
Belfast. 

The latter includes an examination of 
issues such as the development of the 
city's economy, the impact of political and 
social divisions, the development of 'new' 
forms of city governance, and the role of 
culture in the regeneration of a divided 
city. 

Gaffikin and Morrissey, who are co-
directors of the Urban Institute at the 
University of Ulster, contribute about half 
the essays in this book with the remainder 
coming mostly from specialist academics 
and consultants. 

Although dealing with important 
subjects, all of which^fc worthy of greater 
debate, the general leader is likely to put 
off by the dense academic style of many 
of the contributi9ns. 

Guided tour of 
rebellion sites 
Declan O'Brien reviews A MMk 
through Rebel Dublin 1916 by 
Mick O'Fdrrell, Merrier, £7.99pbk 

THE TENDENCY in certain academic 
and political circles to play down the 
events of Easter 1916 probably says more 
about the ambivalence of the Irish 
establishment towards Ireland's 
revolutionary past than it does about any 
waning of public interest in this key event 
in the formation of the modem Irish 
nation. 

The appearance of Mick O'Farrell's 
pocket-sized guidebook is therefore most 
welcome, bringing together a fascinating 
collection of photographs, a brief history 
of events and the recollections of various 
participants. 

Although a tad expensive at £7.99 for 
just 128 pages, the book is probably worth 
it for the illustrations alone. The idea of 
juxtaposing original photographs of the 
key rebellion sites alongside recent 
photographs of the same locations is both 
simple and highly effective. 

Given the destruction caused to parts 
of the city as a result of British artillery 

. • Urif m • . 
bombardment, the results of which are 
graphically illustrated by several of die 
illustrations, and the many changes to the 
city throughout the intervening years, it is 
we are reminded that a surprising number 
of the buildings which featued in the 
Rising are still with us. 

A self-professed student of the rising, 
O'Farrell has put his knowledge to good 
effect, creating a book that will 
undoubtedly interest the student of recent 
Irish history, as well as appealing to the 
general reader or historically inquisitive 
tourist. 
; i> • » r . I M s ^ ' f r a Hp's-

Ireland's past 

Ireland: one hundred years 
ago by David Harkness, Sutton 
Publishing, £18.99 hbk 

THAT T H E visual impact of the 
photographic image has become an 
important tool in the historian's efforts to 
bring new life and insight into the events 
of recent history, is ably demonstrated by 
this highly evocative collection of 

• . 
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photographs, accompanied by quotations 
from the writing of the day. 

While covering all aspects of Irish 
society from the pampered and opulent 
lifestyles of the aristocracy and the 
military presence of the occupying British 
power, through to the everyday 
experiences of ordinary working people in 
both town and country, the emphasis is 
thankfully on. the latter. 

Pictured: an eviction in Co Clare in the 
1890s. The full forces of oppression — 
police, military, magistrate and the 
landlord's agent — are cleariy visible as 
they carry out their nefarious business. 

• 

A new lease of life 
for Marxist classic 
Ruairf 6 Domhnaill reviews I 
and Empire* from 1790 to the 
p r e i s n t d a y by Eric Hobsbawm with 
Chris Wrigley, Penguin Books, (revised 
ed, 1999) £9.99 pbk 

ERIC HOBSBAWM is the courageous 
Marxist who refused to desert his creed 
and his comrades, when they became 
unfashionable. Although capable of an 
insensitive remark, his' anti-Irish 
reputation is not justified. 

He affirmed that An Ghorta Mhor, 
relative to the size of the population was 
"the greatest human catastrophe of the 
nineteen century anywhere in the world". 
His acclamation of Connolly's writing, 

p n p u p n p p . . , mp,, 
indicating knowledge and empathy, is 
uncommon among British historians. 

This history concentrates on England, 
giving little space to the "Celtic fringe". 
Hobsbawm balances support for Irish 
independence and the Irish in Britain 
without ignoring some distasteful facts. 

He recognises that Irish Catholics 
were exploited to undercut local wages, in 
making a muscular contribution to 
capitalism. (They also followed the 
dictates of a vehemently anti-socialist and 
rapacious Church.) 

Thi is a lucid, comprehensive account 
of the social and economic developments 
which shaped the society in which we live. 
Despite the odd 'lapsus linguae' - should 
we expect the emeritus professor of 
economic and social history to know that 
there is no country called "The Irish 
Republic", when most of the population of 
Ireland cannot grasp that fact? - it is a 
brilliant book. -• i 'Vir 
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Nations and the right 
to self-determination 
Anthony Coughlan reviews T h e 

Rights Of Nations Desmond 
M.Clarke and Charles Jones(eds.), Cork 
University Press, £14.95 pbk 

CLASSICAL LIBERALISM is 
concerned with the rights of individuals, 
in particular as against the state, which is 
seen as representing society and 
embodying its collective claims. 

In this book Cork University Press 
makes a novel and significant contribution 
to the voluminous literature on the 
national question. 

In it various liberal theorists grapple 
with the right of nations and peoples to 
self-determination. For this is a group 
right that is not easily reconcilable with an 
ideology that sees society as made up of 
separate, atomised individuals. 

Recognition of the right of nations to 
national self-determination goes back to 
the French revolution's Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and of the Citizen. 

This is the only group right recognised 
in such basic statements of international 
law as the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 

Both of these open with the stipulation 
that "All peoples have the right of self-

David Granville reviews Freedom of 
Angels: surviving Qoldenbride 
Orphanage by Bernadette Fahy, 
O'Brien, £7.99pbk 

NEW STORIES surface in Ireland on an 
almost weekly basis highlighting the 
appalling levels of abuse, physical, mental 
and sexual, suffered by children in care, 
particularly, though not exclusively, 
during the 1950s and 1960s. 

The revelations, and increasingly 
frequent court cases, have brought shame 
upon both Ireland's religious orders and 
the state, which for significant periods 
throughout the century, failed woefully to 
protect some its most vulnerable citizens. 

While the recent case of the ex-nun 
convicted of rape and indecent assault 
stands out as a particularly horrifying 
example, Bernadette Fahy's moving and 
deeply disturbing personal account of life 
under the 'care' of the Sisters of Mercy at 

Enda Finlay reviews Through the 
Minefield by David McKittrick, 
Blackstaff Press, £11.99 pbk 

READING THIS book during the recent 
upheavals in the peace process, as the 
Ulster Unionist Party failed to grasp the 
opportunity to look to a shared future, it is 
tempting to believe that this is yet another 
temporary crisis in the overall scheme of 
things, and that we are not going back to 
war. 

McKittrick's book, a collection of his 
articles for the Independent newspaper 
from Febr a>y 1996 (the ending of the 
IRA's first ceasefire) to March 1999 (the 
murder of Rosemary Nelson), charts "the 
rollercoaster ride of hope, despair and 
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determination. By virtue of that right they 
freely determine their political status and 
freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development." 

Notwithstanding the assertion of this 
right in such solemn and authoritative 
documents, a common response among 
liberal intellectuals is one of extreme 
scepticism or hostility alike towards 
nationalism and towards claims for 
national self-determination outside of 
such special contexts as decolonisation. • 

Dublin 's Goldenbridge orphanage is 
equally chilling. 

Forcibly separated by the courts from 
both 'unsuitable' parents and siblings, hers 
is a story of the fear, degradation and 
terror experienced daily at the hands of 
nuns and lay staff who operated a regime 
based, not on care, integrity and respect 
for the individual, but on systematic 
vindictiveness and abuse. 

At one point she accuses the religious 
orders and the state of "collusion" in their 
attempts to enforce social control. The 
"real reason" behind the establishment of 
the now notorious industrial schools, she 
suggests, had more to do with protecting 
the wealthy than protecting the vulnerable 
poor: "The Church benefited because it 
had total control over the moral function 
of the lives of the poor. 

"A more hidden objective of the 
schools was the hope that if children were 
trained at an early enough age to blind 
obedience and discipline, society would 

back to hope again" which has 
characterised the last three years of the 
peace process. 

It is a reminder of how far the process 
has actually come; despite the 
procrastination and delay. 

One of the main lessons that the 
politicians will hopefully have learned is 
that their failure to implement the Good 
Friday agreement creates a vacuum which 
will always be filled by political violence. 
If real benefits do not accrue to people on 
the ground support will ebb away. 

McKittrick notes that in the last year, 
out of 55 deaths, three involved the IRA, 
the remainder were the responsibility of 
the Real IRA and various loyalists. 

Despite this fact, the demand for IRA 
decommissioning lias been allowed to I 

Book reviews 

This book shows why this is so. Some 
of the contributor* tie themselves in knots 
trying to reconcile their liberal 
individualism with the claims of national 
groups to self-determination and 
independence. Unconsciously imperialist 
attitudes and assumptions of western, 
developed-nation, not to speak of 
academic, superiority frequently peer 
through. 

It is remarkable that nowhere in the 
collection is there recognition that the 
proper point of departure of any study of 
the national question is internationalism, 
not nationalism. We are internationalists 
as members of the human race. The 
human race is divided into nations. 
Therefore we stand for the independence 
of nations. 

But the book is worth buying for the 
contributions of the LSE's Anthony D. 
Smith, Canada's Will Kymlicka and 
Edinburgh's Neil MacCormick. They 
show up Eric Hobsbawm, Ernest Gellner 
and Benedict Anderson - conventional 
academic authorities on nationalism - for 
the philosophical idealism that vitiates 
their work. 

Smith was a classicist before he took 
up sociology. Because of that he knows 
that nations existed hundreds, in some 
cases thousands, of years before nation 
states came into being. By contrast 
Gellner says nationalism invented nations, 
rather than nations producing nationalism! 
MacCormick hits the nail on the head 
when he writes that "the problems 
associated with nationalism lie more with 
the state and with statism than with the 
nation". 

benefit. The poor would become 
submissive and respectful to all authority, 
secular and religious." 

Deeply scarred by her experience, 
Fahy's is yet a story of survival, healing 
and eventual triumph. Others, lacking her 
resilience and determination, have been 
less fortunate. 

bring the agreement to the brink of 
collapse. 

Certain politicians could do well to 
peruse David McKittrick's useful 
collection of articles. 

British policy and 
the Great Famine 
Anthony Coughlan reviews Famine, 
Land and Politics, British 
Government and Irish Society 
1843-1950 by Peter Gray, Irish 
Academic Press, £39. 50 hbk 

This masterly work of scholarship 
describes in detail how the British 
government, the Whig and Tory 
politicians, and British elite opinion 
generally responded to the crisis of Irish 
society in the 1840s which was 
precipitated by the Great Famine. 

Even though Ireland was part of a 
supposedly 'United' Kingdom state the 
book shows clearly how its rulers reacted 
very differently from how they would 
have done if the crisis had occurred in 
England or in Scotland. Free trade 
economics, evangelical providentialism -
the Famine was God's will! - and attitudes 
of ethnic and imperial superiority, 
combined to justify a policy of 
extraordinary inhumanity mixed with 
crass incompetence on the part of 
Britain's rulers. 

In the seven years 1843-50 total 
British state expenditure for Irish famine 
relief amounted to around £8 million, over 
half of it in the form of loans. Yet in 1833 
parliament had voted £20 million to 
compensate the West Indian planters for 
the emancipation of their slaves. And it 

Historical view of 
ailments and cures 
Gerard Curran reviews Medicine, 
Disease, and the State in 
Ireland, 1650-1940, Elizabeth and 
Greta Jones (eds), Cork UP, £15. 95 pbk 

COVERING ALMOST 300 years, this 
book is a pioneering attempt to open up a 
previously neglected area of Irish social 
history. Dealing with the impact on Irish 
society of disease, alternative healing, the 
growth of medical institutions and of the 
professions of medicine and nursing, it 
also explores the relationship between 
medicine and politics. 

Four of the essays deal with typhus, 
smallpox, tuberculosis and mental illness. 
There was much controversy about TB 
because poverty, hygiene, overcrowding 
in slums, were key factors in the high 
incidence of the disease. Progressive 
doctors and politicians thought the 
improvements in conditions of the poor 
were more important than the discovery of 
the Tubercle Bacillus by Koch. 

The relationship between religion and 
medicine in Ireland is discussed by 
looking at the influence of female 
religious orders in nursing and the 

Civil war memoir 
Sally Richardson reviews Brother 
Against Brother by Liam Deasy, 
Mercier Press, £6.99pbk 

LIAM DEASY, deputy chief-of-staff of 
the IRA, was captured by the Free State 
forces in January 1923 and sentenced to 
death. He gained a stay of execution in 
return for an attempt to persuade his 
fellow republicans to call off the war. His 
comrades were scathing. Ernie O'Malley, 
himself expecting execution, was 
particularly contemptuous of what he saw 
as nothing more than cowardice. 

However, Deaxy's memoir is more 
than just an apologia for his actions. He 
describes the confusion that existed in the 
IRA alter the Treaty as sides were taken 
and men took up their positions for a war 

was to spend £69 million on the Crimean 
War of 1854-6. 

In 1849 Edward Twisleton, chief Poor 
Law commissioner for Ireland, resigned in 
protest at government policy on the 
ground that "the destitution here is so 
horrible that he is an unfit agent of a policy 
that must be one of extermination." 
Compared with spending a modest sum to 
keep the Irish poor alive, he asked, "of 
how much less permanent importance is 
the conquest of Scinde or of the Punjab for 
the greatness of the Empire". 

This is just one vignette from many 
others in this impressive and beautifully 
produced book, which will be essentia 
reading henceforth for all serious students 
of the Irish famine. 

relationship between church, state and 
hospitals between the wars. 

The part played by the state in the 
development of poor law services in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries is 
examined, in particular the attempt made 
after 1922 to regulate sexuality. 

The writer describes the attempt by 
male politicians and members of the 
Catholic hierarchy "to criminalise those 
who did not follow strict Catholic 
teaching". The outcome was more 
venereal disease, general ill-health and 
misery among vulnerable women. 

Added to the ban on the use of 
contraceptives was the strict censorship 
which suppressed information on birth 
control. The government of the Free State 
feared that fewer births would reduce the 
population and destabilise the state. 

It has to be remembered that the 
partition of the country by Britain meant 
that both parts of the country became very 
reactionary, as predicted by Connolly. 

On the treatment of the mentally ill. 
asylums were widely used to deal with 
relatives who were regarded as a nuisance 
by their families. The use of mental 
hospitals to deal with aberrant behaviour 
was widely used in other countries, 
including Britain and Russia. 

This book deserves a wide readership 
especially, among those are working in 
medicine, nursing or local government. 

nobody but the British wanted. 
Liam Deasy is writing in the early 

1970s, 50 years after the events, as a new 
generation engaged in the fight for the 
Irish Republic. The scars from a civil war 
go deep; in the case of the Irish civil war t 

they go especially deep, as so many of the 
participants had so recently been fighting 
on the same side for the same cause. 

Even fifty years later, Deasy's pain is 
palpable. By the lime of his capture, he 
says, he felt that victory against the Free 
State forces was impossible and had ueen 
deeply shaken by the killing of Sean Hales 
and the execution of Mellows, O'Connor, 
McKelvey and Barrett. Hales and Barrett 
were close friends and he felt at least 
partly responsible for what had happened..* 

This txxik is full of information about 
the events of the civil war. Its reissue is a 
valuable contribution tu our understanding 
of Jiat period. 

No signs of mercy 

Independent man's view 
of the peace process 

» 
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Letters/culture 

An author responds 
WHIN I read Peter Berreslord Hllis s 
reeent column attacking my new book. 
The Atlantic Celts. Lnglish neo-
colonialism. 1 initially concluded that he 
cannot have read it 

On reflection I think that, like a 
militant Orangeman or a blue-rinse Tory 
lads in Tunbridge Wells, he is simply 
stuck 111 the rut of outmoded assumptions 
about the cultural politics of these islands, 
entrenched so deeply that he cannot see 
over the parapet to where completely 
different - non-nationalistic - ways of 
understanding our origins and identities 
have been developing. 

In my book I investigate the 
development of the idea of Ancient Celts 
in these islands, and challenge the 
established view. For the insular peoples 
never called themselves Celts before 
I7(X); and direct archaeological evidence 

just does not fit the traditional picture of 
invasions by waves of essentially similar 
'Celts' in late prehistory. Where did this 
actually quite recent idea come from? 

Historical research suggests the 
appearance of conscious contemporary 
Celtic identity, and belief in a deep Celtic 
past, was esponse to English cultural 
domination, and growing British 
imperialism. It was part of the widespread 
rise of romantic nationalisms in Europe. 

Such historical re-examination of the 
Ancient Celts is just one part of a general 
(f.erhaul of received insular histories 
currently being conducted, in Britain and 
elsewhere, by generations of scholars who 
have grown up in post-colonial, multi-
cultural environments, where nationalism 
is conspicuously absent. Indeed all 
nationalisms are the subject of searching 
critique. 

The result is profound re-evaluation, 
not just of 'Ancient Celts', but of all such 
historical identities, from the origins of 
Britishness. to conceptualizations of 
Rome (a model for British colonialism), 
and the origin-myths of the English. 

In my own contribution to this broad 
debate, I have suggested that the 

Letters to the Editor 
Write to: T h e Editor, Irish D e m o c r a t , c/o 2 4 4 G r a y ' s Inn R o a d , L o n d o n W C 1 X 8 J R 

or email at: c o n n o l l y @ g e o 2 . p o p t e l . o r g . u k 

Celticness of the isles was not 
'rediscovered' 111 the eighteenth century, 
but was an essentially new idea; it 
developed among the non-English peoples 
of the islands in resistance to the 
imposition of a new, English-dominated, 
'British' political identity. 

Indeed I argue that these new two 
identities share the same birthday, 1707, 
which saw both the Treaty of Union 
between England/Wales and Scotland, 
and the first publication of the idea that the 
non-English island peoples all spoke 
related languages, which it was decided to 
label 'Celtic'. 

Within 20 years this linguistic usage 
also became a contemporary ethnic self-
name, and a label for ancient peoples and 
their artefacts. 

A recent date of creation does not 
mean that modern Celtic identity is in any 
sense false or invalid; anthropological and 
sociological research suggests that all 
such identities are cultural creations of 
particular historical circumstances. 

Celticness is also actually typical in 
incorporating elements of older traditions 
- Irishness, Welshness, and so on - to 
claim legitimacy through depth of 
historical roots. An 'ethnogenesis' 
actually more recent that commonly 
believed is no objection to validity. 

Britishness is even more obviously a 
modem creation than Celticness, but Irish 
people have more cause than most to 
know that it, too, is real. 

For me. the message of such work on 
identities like Celticness, Britishness, or 
Englishness is that, if all our ethnic and 
national identities were created by our 
ancestors according to contemporary 
political circumstances, usually more 
recently than we have been led to think, 
then in a changing world we must all be 
prepared to examine them critically. 

We must see whether the beliefs they 

incorporate about ourselves, and our 
neighbours, still fit reality. If they have 
become an obstacle to understanding, 
peace and prosperity, they can and must 
be modified. 

All the crucial elements of my 
argument Berresford Ellis conveniently 
omits from his attack, because they do not 
fit with his comfortable stereotyping of 
my ideas as neo-colonialist. 
Consequently, he does not have to 
consider the possibility that traditional 
ways of understanding peoples and 
history may indeed be profoundly flawed. 
I invite Democrat readers to look at my 
book, and make up their own minds. 

Simon James 
University of Durham 

Impressive and fair 
THE CURRENT (June/July) issue of the 
Irish Democrat was sent to me by a long-
time subscriber. 

I'm writing to commend the Peter 
Berresford Ellis Column on the Celts 
issue. It was most impressive. As a way of 
arguing a case it was exemplary. The 
author goes out of his way to be as fair-
minded as possible, yet is inspired by deep 
convictions and a genuine grounding in 
scholarship. 

His case is made all the more 
convincing because he does not announce 
a prior agenda or engage in empty 
rhetoric, but argues his case with a 
genuine search for the truth conducted as 
part of a rational argument. 

The Book Review section was also 
impressive, as was the piece by the 
marvellous Ruth Frow. Keep up the good 
work. I 'm forwarding my subscription 
cheque and look forward to future issues 
of the Irish Democrat. 

Vincent Mahon 
via e-mail 

ED. Perhaps other readers would like to 
get a friend to take out a subscription to 
the Irish Democrat. If you have somebody 
in mind why not drop us a line and we '11 
send them a complimentary copy and a 
subscription form. 

Working-class 
intellectual 
YOUR REPORT of Eamonn 
McLaughlin's death brought many 
memories flooding back of the years we 
worked together in Acton Works, London 
Transport. Before adding to that report 
could you please extend my deepest 
sympathy to his wife Barbara, and my 
regrets at not being able to pay my 
respects earlier. 

Eamonn soon made himself 
recognised as a leader when and as the 
NUR representative of the storemen he led 
the dispute that succeeded in bringing an 
all-round increase in their wages and 
conditions. 

Subsequently he produced his musical 
documentary, which many of his 
comrades and fellow workers were 
privileged to see in the first showing in 
Toynbee Hall, East London. 

Eamonn's deep knowledge and 
understanding of Irish history played a 
large part of the development of Acton 
Rails Branch of the Communist Party's 
support of a united Ireland. He was a 
talented man and was a real working-class 
intellectual. 

Pat Warwick 
Broadway, Worcs 

The editor welcomes readers ' letters 
bu t reserves t he r ight to s h o r t e n 
contributions as necessary. Letters of 
less than 250 words a r e preffered. 

Sign up now for the eleventh 
CD Greaves summer school 
A WEEKEND of political thought and 
discussion is in store in Dublin from 27 to 
29 August. 

Held at the historic Irish Labour 
History Museum at the Beggars Bush 
barracks, the weekend boasts sessions on 
Europe and the logic of domination, 
globalisation, the future of the nation 
state, the 1X00 Act of Union and the 
arguments for north-south development 

against the effects of continued partition. 
Speakers include Professor Thomas 

Metscher from Germany, Professor Liam 
O'Dowd, of Queens University, Belfast, 
Dr Ruan O'Donnell of Limerick 
University and James Anderson of the 
University of Newcastle. 

This year's event will have a special 
bonus with the launch of C. Desmond 
Greaves's posthumously published comic 

Anniversary Parade 
Some notable dates for August and 
September: 
August 1 Padraig Pearse gives oration at 
the graveside of the Fenian O'Donovan 
Rossa. I9I5; slavery abolished throughout 

| the British empire, 1834 
August 3 Roger Casement hanged, 
Pentonville prison, I9I6. 
Sugust 6 Daniel O'Connell born. 1775; 
English Poor Law passed, 1834 
August 9 Internment introduced in 
Northern Ireland, 1971 
August 11 De Valcra leads Fianna Fail 
into the Dail for the first lime. 1927 
August 13 British troops deployed in 
Northern Ireland, 1969; first issue of The 
Workers' Republic edited by James 
Connolly, 1898 
August 15 Oliver Cromwell arrives in 
Ireland for the first time, 1649; Dublin 
workers locked-out by W.M. Murphy. 
191.1 
A"fiUSt 22 Michael Collins shot by anti-
'rca:y republicans at Seal mHlath, i 

Co.Cork; John Keegan Casey, poet and 
Fenian born Ballymahon, Longford, 1846 
(best known for the rousing ballad Rising 
of the Moon) 
August 24 Desmond Greaves, historian, 
writer and political activist died. 1988; 
William La Touche founded of the first 
Dublin bank. 1747; John Philpott Curran, 
lawyer and Irish nationalist bom, 1750 
August 30 Fergus O'Connor. Chartist 
leader, dies. 1855; 
August 31 IRA declares ceasefire, 1994; 
Henry Jov McCracken, United Irish 
leader, born, 1767 
September 1 Roger Casement born 
Sandycove. Dublin, 1864; Constance 
Wilde diags Oscar to a Hyde Park 
demonstration in support of striking 
London dockers, 1889; John Redmond, 
leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party 
born Wexford. IX56 
September 3 John Devoy. prominent 
Fenian, bom Kill, Co. Kildare, 1842; 
Oliver Cromwell dies, 1658 
September 4 Connolly Club, the 
forerunner of the Connolly Association, 

founded at the Old Engineers Hall, 
Doughty Street, London, 1938 
September 10 Cromwell's troops seize 
Drogheda and butcher local population, 
1641 
September 12 Maxwell Henry Close, 
pioneering geologist dies in Dublin, 1907 
(his Irish studies are still consulted today) 
September 16 Thomas Davis, poet, 
nationalist and co-founder of The Nation, 
along with Charles Gavan Duffy and John 
Blake Dillon, dies, 1845 
September 20 Robert Emmett, United 
Irishman, hanged and beheaded in 
Thomas Street, Dublin, 1803 
September 25 Dublin City and County 
Orange lodge passes resolution 
condemning a move to establish a Roman 
Catholic university in Ireland, 1900 
September 27 Co-operative food ship 
lands in Dublin in support of striking 
Dublin workers, 1913 
September 28 Sinn Fein president, 
Eamon De Valera, demands complete 
Irish independence and British 
withdrawal, 1920 

epic poem. Elephants Against Rome, with 
readings by Jack Bennett. 

The whole weekend, Friday to Sunday, 
costs just £10 Full and individual sessions 
are £3; 

Bookings and enquiries should be 
addressed to: Micheal O Loingsigh. 
Summer School Director, 24 Belgrave 
Road, Dublin 6 . Telephone Dublin (00 
3531)4973154 

Join the 

k u n - o m 
Seamus 6 Cionnfhaola 

An Binsin Luachra 
The Little Bench of Rushes 

THE MEANING of the word 'binsin', is 
sometimes mistaken by some eminent 
writers to mean bunch. 

In the old days it was a general custom 
for the country folk to go out on 
midsummer's eve and cut a bundle of 
rushes (beart luachra) which would as 
much as a strong boy could carry on his 
back. 

The rushes were then strewed on 
benches of stone outside of their cottages 
where the youth of the neighbourhood 
would meet to spend their evenings. 

La da rabhas go h-uaigneach, 
Ag dul suas dhom go Vo an Chlair, 
Bht mo ghadhairin bheag go h-
uaibhreach, 
Ag uail phuirt is mo ghuna im laimh; 
Ce casfaf orm ach stuaidh bhean, 
Na gruaige finne gile brea; 
Is binst'n luachra buainte a id . 
Den luachair ba ghlaise d'fas. 

A chaih'n bhig na luachra, 
Na leagfa-sa do bheart ar lar; 
No an dtiocfa liom 6n uaigneas, 
Faoi bhruach na coille is glaise blath? 
Sagart nf bhfaigh sceal air, 
Na aoinne eile go bhfaighim b&s; 
No go dtiocfaidh caint do cheirseach, 
No bearla don Ion dubh bhrea! 

A chailfn bhig na luachra, 
Glac suaineas is fan go reidh, 
Ni cail duit a bheith chomh uaibhreach, 
In uaigneas is tu leat fein, 
Ma scaip m6 do chuid luachra, 
Is dual go bhfuil cuid mhor thar-eis, 
Agus bainfead binsin mh6r dhuit, 
A's ualach mar thuille leis. 

Vocabulary 
Numbers 0 - 2 0 
naid (zero); aon (one); do (two); trf 
(three); ceathair (four); cuig, (five); se 
(six); seacht (seven); ocht (eight); naoi 
(nine); deich (ten); aon deag (eleven); d6 
dheag (twelve); tri deag (thirteen); 
ceathair deag (fourteen); cuig deag 
(fifteen); se deag (sixteen); seacht deag 
(seventeen); ocht deag (eighteen); naoi 
deag (nineteen); fiche (twenty). 

Numbers above 20 
fiche a haon (21); fiche a do (22); fiche a 
tri (23); fiche a ceathair (24); fiche a cuig 
(25); fiche a se (26); fiche a seacht (27 
fiche a hocht (28); fiche a naoi (29 
triocha (30); daichead (40); caoga (50 
seasca (60); seachto (70); ochto (80 
nocha (90); cead (100); dha chead (200): 
tri chead (300) etc. 

Connolly Association 
The Connolly Association is the oldest Irish campaigning 
organisation in Britain. Membership costs £10 per year; £12 
for joint membership, (£6 joint unwaged), or £5 for 
individual students, unemployed and pensioners. 
Membership includes a free subscription to the Irish 
Democrat. 

Name 

A d d r e s s . 

Postcode 

1/we enclose the membership subscription of £ and a 
donation of £ towards the CA's campaigning. 

Return to: CA, 244 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8JR 

244 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 
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traditional song would be: 
vigilance". 

of 

'Conceit is the enemy of 

As I went walking down Broadway, 
Not intending to stay very long, 
I met with a frolicsome damsel 
As she came tripping along. 
Her eyes they shone like diamonds, 
You'd think she was queen of the land, 
With her hair thrown over her shoulder, 
Tied up with a black velvet band. 

A watch she pulled out of her pocket, 
And slipped k right into my hand, 
On the very first day that I met her, 
Bad luck to the black velvet band. 
Her eyes they shone like diamonds, 
You'd think she was queen of the land, 
With her hair thrown over her shoulder, 
Tied up with a Mack velvet band. 

T'was in the town ofTralee 
An apprentice to trade I was bound, 
With a-plenty of bright amusement, 
To see the days go round. 
Till misfortune and trouble came over me, 
Which caused rile to stray from my land. 
Far away from my friends and relations, 
To follow the black velvet band. 

Before the judge and the jury, 
The both of us had to appear, 
And a gentleman swore t o the jury -
The case against us was clear, 
For seven years transportation 
Right unto VariDieman's Land; 
Far away from my friends and relations 
To follow her black velvet band. 

Oh all you brave young Irish lads, 
warning take by me, ' 

Beware of the pretty young damsels 
That are knocking around in Tralee. 
They'll treat you to whiskey and porter, 
Until you're unable to stand, 
And before you have time for to leave them, 
You are unto Van Dieman's Land. 

.. .. . 
Seamus MacMurphy 
The poet-raparee Seamus MacMurphy was betrayed by 
his girl friend Molly Hardy, because her father! Patsy, a 
shebeen-keeper, poisoned her mind against him. Seamus 

And dress me for the grave. 
If you still wish to wed me, 
With our hearts side by side, 
Come back and kiss me 
And your heart will be well pleased. 

My cortege sets off 
On next Friday morning; 
And early on Sunday 
By the low-lying roads. 
There'll be Nellie and Nora 
And all the young girls; 
And I'll hear their voices, 
'neatfi the sod where I lie. 

. j K , : - . 

was 
hunter and the contemptuous soldiers deliberately paid 
Patsy in mall coins. The weight of the bounty was too 
much for him and he died of a heart attack on the way 
home. Molly drowned herself soon (#er. (The song 
appears in Irish with an English translation in a new 
collection Traditional Songs of the North of Ireland, 
published by Wolfhound Press. 

J i t" t?<-tj( ' •'' v 
On die mount of Slieve Guilion 
The banquet was all arranged; 
And Seamus MacMurphy 
Was leader of all. 
He would give no obeisance 
To the Saxon churls. 
Today he 's in Armagh with 
No one to release him. 

Today in Armagh, 
My incarceration so cold. 
My cellmates torment me; 
To hell with their ' fun' . 
They know not my tongue, 
No English I'll speak; 
But my dear's the dark girl 
On the high glenside. 

Alas, I 'm not a whortleberry 
On the motintainside; 
Or a pretty little primrose 
Being gilt by the sun. 
Or still be Jamesy MacMurphy, 
The handsomest in Ireland; 
And I'd celebrate this Christmas 
InCreggan, i f Icould . 

And my blithe, gracious Molly, 
Even if you did fix my death, 
Come to my funeral 
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Billy Bragg joined the army 'to prove his worth 'and ride 
in a tank. Instead they wanted to send Mm to Northern 
Ireland. After his training he bought himself out for £175. 
This song was written by Bragg in protest at the Gulf War. 
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There are soldiers matching on the common today 
They were there again this evening 
They paced up and down like sea birds on the ground 
Before the storm clouds gathering 

I must buy whatever tinned food is left on the shelves 
They are testing the air raid sirens 
Ihey've filled up the Wood banks and emptied the beds 
At the hospital and the asylum 
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I saw a man build a shelter in his garden today 
As we stood there idly chatting 
He said "Oh, no I doh't think war will come" 
Yet still he carried on digging 

Everything in my life that I love 
Could be swept away without warning 
Yet the birds still sing and the church bells ring 
And the sun came up this morning 

• t | J 
Life goes on as it did before 
As the country drifts slowly to war 

©Cooking Vinyl 

The Ballad of Michael 

While we welcome the release of political prisoners, we 
must not forget those like Michael McGaughan who died 
in British jails. This song can be found in the Christy 
Moore Songbook published by Brandon. The author is 
unknown. 

Take me home to Mayo 
Back across the sea 
Tike me home to Mayo 
Where once I ran so free. 
Take me home to Mayo 
And let my body lie 
Home in Mayo 
Beneath the western sky. 

My name is Michael Gaughan, 
From Ballina I came. 

I saw ray people suffering, 
I swore to break the chains. 
I took the boat to England 
Prepared to fight or die 
Far away from Mayo 
Beneath the western sky. 

My body cold and hungry 
In Parkhurst jail I lie. 
In my fight for freedom 
On hunger strike I'll die. 
I have one last request to make 
I hope you wont deny 
Take my body back to Mayo 
Beneath the western sky. 

me home to Mayo 
across die sea. 

me home to Mayo 
Where once I ran so free. 
Tbke me home to Mayo 
Arid let my body lie 
Home again in Mayo 
Beneath the western sky. 

The Female Highwayman 
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This unusual song is from Sam Henry's famous 
collection. The source is the daughter of the late Daniel 
Watton, Ballyhome, Ballywillian. It is said to be a song 

from the the time of the English plantation of Ulster. 
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Silvy, Silvy all on a day, 
She dressed herself in man's array. 
With sword and pistol down by her side. 
To meet her true love away did ride. 

She met her true love all in the plain. 
She stepped up to him and bid him stand: 
'Stand and deliver unto me,' she said. 
Or in a moment your life I'll have.' 

He gave her all his gold and store. 
But still she said, 'There is one thing more: 
A diamond ring, sir, I saw you wear. 
Make haste and give it, and your life I'll spare. 
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This diamond ring is a pledge of love. 
My life I'll lose before the ring I'll give.' 
She being tender hearted, just like a dove. 
She turned round and left her love 
' . - .."fV' V 7 i iS 1 . . . - • 
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But one day after, these two were seen 
Walking together in the garden green 
He spied the guard hang by her clothes, 
Which made him blush like any rose. 

'What makes you blush at so silly a thing? 
I fain would have your diamond ring; 
It was I who robbed you down on the plain, 
So here's your watch and gold again. 

'And die reason why that I tried you so 
Was to see whether you were a man or no 
But now I ' m convinced all in my mind, 
So heart and hand, love, are truly thine.' 

m 
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Sources said.. 

PETER MULLIGAN'S regular 
trawl through the British 
press 

Killing for the state - "The Bloody 
Sunday killings were appalling. The sense 
of grievance on behalf of the 14 unarmed 
civilians gunned down was a powerful 
animator of republican terrorism. But 
those deaths were the product of fear and 
confusion on the side of the Paras, as well 
as of culpable prejudice against the 
Roman Catholic population. 

"The precise mixture of confusion and 
culpability does matter. Facing the tnufc 
with open eyes is the best way to effect 
reconciliation and remove the causes of 
terrorism. Keeping the names secret 
makes it look as though the Army has 
something to hide." (editorial, The 
Independent.) 

On sectarian killings - "it was those who 
simply hate Taigs (Catholics). I don't 
think there's a concept here about the 
constitution of Northern Ireland - this is 
simply about bitterness and hatred." 
(David Irvine of the Progressive Unionist 
Party, Independent on Sunday) 

On that agreement - "Well, they |the 
unionists| were negotiating without 
talking to us. So Tony Blair negotiated the 
unionist position, and he may have moved 
the unionists further than they would have 
gone had they been negotiating 
themselves." (Cierry Adams MP. • t t 
Observer) 

Filthy British money "They have 
destroyed the act of union and given the 
title deeds of Ulster to Dublin on a plate. 
These people have sold out Ulster. As for 
me, I would rather starve than take filthy 
British money." (Ian Paisley MP, The 
Independent) 

Euro-elections - "The result showed that 
Unionist support for the Good Friday 
Agreement had ebbed and that David 
Trimble, UUP leader and First Minister 
designate, would almost corininlv be 
toppled if he entered government w nl. 
Sinn Fein" (Daily Telegraph) 

Too l iberal?- "Mr. Trimble could well 
lose the leadership of the UUP's ten strong 
parliamentary party, which includes six 
dissidents. Dissident within the Ulster 
Unionist Party are understood already to 
be collecting the 60 signatures that would 
be necessary to convene the 800 member 
Ulster Unionist Council to seek a vote of 
no confidence in the party leader." (The 
Tunes) 

- "Just £ 
Israel dictates American policy in the 
Middle East, so the Unionists believe -
not without reason - that they can dictate 
British policy in Northern Ireland. In both 
cases this makes the relationship between 
protector and prot£g6 unhealthy, even 
explosive." (Robert Fisk, The 
Independent) 

The human community - According to 
Government sources over 60 children 
under the age to two are abandoned in 
England and Wales each year. Over 1,85£ 
people in England (only) sleep rough 
every night. (The Independent) 
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( ( T h e s e proposals do give Ireland 
control of her own destiny. They put our 
future in our own hands - enable us to 
stand on our own feet, develop our own 
civilisation and national distinctiveness. In 
short, we have won liberty after th& 
struggle of centuries. 39 
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Arthur Griffith. 8 August 1921. 

The Irish Independent 
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Iwsh Oemoouc 
Anonn Is Anall: T h e Peter Berresford Ell is Column 

Peter Berresford Ellis argues that a 
recent move by the Irish Chief 
Herald to 'revise' an important 
remnant of Ireland's Gaelic 

^heritage means that the Irish 
Republic is finishing off the job 

Herald 6 revises' Gaelic 

started by the Tudor Conquest 

THERE WAS a time when I used to believe 
in- the Irish proverb that truth would 
always prevail. These days I tend to agree 
with George Orwell that truth is malleable 
- it can be bent and polished. This year we 
seem to have been inundated by money-

spinning tomes by those who would turn history on its 
head. 

We have had books telling us that the Celts did not 
exist; telling us that Cromwell was really a nice old 
soul who went through Ireland distributing flowers 
and spreading peace and light; books claiming that 
the Orange Order is totally misrepresented and are 
just a decent set of folk who want to indulge in quaint 
folkloric rituals; people telling us that there was no 
'Great Hunger' in Ireland and it is all down to the 
'republican propaganda machine'. 

One of the tricks of 'revisionism' is often to give 
the facts but to spin them in the way they wish people 
to perceive them. 

A few of those nobles 
who survived continued 
to pass down their titles 
under the Gaelic law of 

dynastic succession 

Truth is never absolute, rarely simple, and always 
capable of being twisted in skilful hands to mean the 
opposite of what actually happened. 

In the case of a recent announcement of the Chief 
Herald of Ireland, from which one concludes that he 
has rewritten the law system of Gaelic Ireland insofar 
as those claiming to be Gaelic chiefs is concerned, the 
truth is absolute and cannot be reinterpreted. 

Between 1541-1610 Ireland was conquered and 
the native Irish law system was abolished. By English 
statute and common law all Gaelic titles were made 
extinct and utterly abolished. Gaelic nobles, from 
kings on downwards, either went under or fled to 

' Europe for safety. 
A few of those nobles who survived continued to 

pass down their titles under the Gaelic law of dynastic 
succession which was opposed to English 
primogeniture (eldest male heir inheritance). The 
Gaelic system was part electoral and part hereditary. 

In 1943 the Irish Free State set up a genealogical 
office and some time thereafter instituted the office of 
a Chief Herald of Ireland to take over the office of the 
(English) crown's herald - the Ulster King of Arms. 

This English office (established in 1552) still 
exists in the London College of Arms as the Norroy 
and Ulster King of Arms. 

In 1944 the Irish State through its genealogical 
officer (subsequently the Chief Herald) decided to 
give 'courtesy recognition' to the heads of those 
surviving Gaelic noble families who still claimed 
Gaelic titles. But 'recognition' was made conditional 
under the inherited English law system of 
primogeniture. 

This was a nonsense and made a complete 
mockery of the Gaelic titles. 

Under international law, a successor state (ie the 
Irish Free State or Irish Republic) cannot 
retrospectively alter the laws of succession of titles 
which were created in a predecessor state. 

For example, the Irish Republic, gives 'courtesy 
recognition' to the Anglo-Irish peers created after the 
conquest between 1541-1921. The state cannot tell 

The Rock of Cashel in Tipperary: traditional Mat of the MacCarthy M6r 

the Duke of Leinster (cr. 1766), Marquess of 
Waterford (cr.1789) or Viscount Doneraile (cr 1785) 
that they would only give 'courtesy recognition' to 
these title holders on the basis of native Irislv»law 
descent. One could imagine the outrage that would 
engender. 

Yet Brendan O'Donoghue, the new Chief Herald, 
believes the state can arbitrate over Gaelic titles and 
insist that those claiming Gaelic titles can only inherit 
them under the very law system that abolished them. 

Thus we have the anomaly that the Irish Republic 
is seen to be giving a death kick to a living remnant of 
Gaelic Irish law. In other words, the Irish Republic is 
finishing off the job started by the Tudor conquest. 

In doing so, the state is in conflict with 
international law. In 1998 two judgements, handed 
down in the Italian courts, actually specifically 
referred to this matter and insisted that the Irish state, 
if it wishes to give such 'courtesy recognition', must 
only do so by recognising dynastic succession by 
Gaelic law. 

The same position is taken by many international 
heralds as well as international lawyers and 
historians. The world of academia actually pointed 
this out in 1944 and its collective opinion was 
acknowledged, its advice was ignored by the 
Genealogical Office. 

The Chief Herald, in insisting on recognition 
under the very law which abolished the titles, is 
actually making the Irish Republic a laughing stock in 
Europe. Not only is the office bringing the state into 
disrepute but its actions impinge on a section of 
Article 40 of the Irish constitution: 'Titles of nobility 
shall not be conferred by the State". 

Under international law, 
a successor state cannot 

retrospectively alter 
the laws of succession 
By retrospectively altering the laws of dynastic 

succession and bestowing a title on this person or that 
person, the Chief Herald is actually creating and 
conferring a title of nobility. 

There is an even more fascinating aspect. When 
the heads of the Eoghanacht dynasty of Desmond, the' 
MacCarthys fled into exile in France in the 17th 
Century, they took their bards, brehons and ollamhs 
with them. In 1905 they were still using Brehon law 
to elect a MacCarthy M6r. This was when, in Nantes 

the senior heads of the family met and elected the 
grandfather of the current MacCarthy Mor to the title 
as a derbhfine, or kinship electoral college. 

The current MacCarthy M6r, who succeeded on 
his father's abdication in 1980, was also elected under 
the Gaelic law system. Under primogeniture he was 
actually the sixth in line from his father as senior heir 
male. 

That fact not withstanding, the then Chief Herald 
invited him to apply for 'courtesy recognition'. He did 
so but pointed out that he was not a 'primogeniture 
heir' but held his title on the basis of Gaelic law, in 
accordance with international law. The Chief Herald 
of the day clearly recognised that fact. 

THE GENEALOGY of MacCarthy M6r's 
grandfather had been examined and 
recognised in 1905 by the Ulster King of 
Arms. It is also recognised by the Spanish 
herald, the Castile and Leon Kings of 
Arms, and the Spanish government who 

also state that a Gaelic title can only descend by 
Gaelic law. 

It took the Irish Chief Herald six years of 
investigation before 'courtesy recognition' was given 
to the current MacCarthy M6r in 1992. 

In the- Sunday Times (Ireland) 20 June issue the 
Chief Herald, Brendan O'Donoghue, announced that 
he was considering "un-recognising" MacCarthy M6r 
and giving his title to a retired accountant in Wiltshire 
on the basis of English primogeniture law. The 
gentleman in Wiltshire is the great-nephew of an 
eccentric British India Service judge who, in 1921, 
adopted 'MacCarthy M6r' as a name by Deed Poll. 
Kerry newspapers, at the time, pointed out that he was 
not even primogeniture head of his own branch of the 
family. 

What is worse, in all this sound and fury, is that the 
announcement was made in an article which went out 
of its way to character assassinate the current 
MacCarthy M6r to which the newspaper, not being 
interested in truth or fairness, has not allowed any 
right to reply at this time of writing. 

On 22 July, MacCarthy M6r 's solicitor received a 
letter from the Irish Chief Herald declaring that the 
"courtesy recognition" oi the Gaelic title was now 
"null and Void" and that even the confiimation of the 
family coat of arms was "invalid". 

In this matter the Chief Herald has taken the 
unprecedented step of overturning his predecessor's 
recognitions because he insisted on the recognition of 
Gaelic titles by primogeniture and not Gaelic dynastic 
law succession. 

The Chief Herald will only recognise Gaelic titles 

under the guidelines of the very law system which 
abolished them and made them "utterly extinct". 

Senior counsel, John Peart, acting for MacCarthy 
M6r, asserts that the Chief Herald has no right to 
"recognise" or "unrecognise" Gaelic titles as these 
were abolished by statute and common law. 

When the Irish state came into being no enabling 
law was passed to permit it to recognise such titles. 
Indeed, even had it done so, it would have 
contravened international law which argues that a 
successor state, such as the irish Free State or the 
Republic of Ireland, cannot retrospectively alter 
dynastic succession law existing in a previous state 
such as the Gaelic kingdoms. 

He argues that the Chief Herald's actions amount 
to the creation of titles - a breach of the Irish 
constitution. Article 40.2.1 which states: "Titles of 
nobility shall not be conferred by the state". 

It also gets dangerously close to infringing another 
section of Article 40 of the Irish constitution in which 
the state guarantees to protect its citizens from unjust 
attack and to vindicate the good name and property 
rights of every citizen. As a title is an 'ideal property' 
in law, then the Chief Herald become guilty of theft of 
that property. 

The point of all this is that whether MacCarthy 
M6r is, or is not, the person he has been recognised to 
be for the last twenty years; there is another principal 
at stake: the questionable role the Irish state, through 
its Chief Herald, of destroying this last living remnant 
of Gaelic law and of setting up what will be 
tantamount to a group of counterfeit 'Gaelic chiefs' 
under English primogeniture; What, in reality, 
becomes a new 'West Brit ' gentleman's club with no 
basis in the reality of Gaelic Ireland at all. 

The Irish state stands 
against international law, 

international heraldic 
and nobiliary usages and 

advice 
So much for Pearse's vision of an Ireland 'not free 

merely, but Gaelic as well ' ! 
That is something to be deplored by republicans 

and socialists as much as any other shade of Irish 
opinion who wish to preserve some reality of Gaelic 
Ireland and its culture and not see a Disneyland 
fantasy created in its place. 

Readers of this newspaper have already seen how 
the sovereign Irish state allows its stale heraldic 
symbol to be quartered in the Queen of England's 
Royal Standard; an insignia used on all the United 
Kingdom's civil service, parliamentary notepaper and 
symbol of its crown courts, without raising their voice 
in protest. ' 

Now the Irish state stands against international 
law, international heraldic and nobiliary usages and 
the advice, first given 50 years ago, of learned 
academics in the field. 

Will politicians and the civil service ever allow 
Ireland to truly become a nation once again? 

Ironically, the English crown herald, the Norroy 
and Ulster King of Arms, Thomas Woodcock, has 
said: "One should not apply a common law 
inheritance system to a title which only existed under 
Irish Brehon law; if you argue that Irish Brehon law 
and the Gaelic titles could not be abolished by 
conquest, then the inheritance system under that law, 
ie the laws of tanistry, must be applied." 

• Erin's Blood Royal: the Gaelic noble dynasties of 
Ireland by Peter Berresford Ellis (foreword by The. 
MacCarthy M6r, Prince of Desmond) will be 
published by Constable & Co. in September, price 
£ 2 0 ' 
• Details of a new campaign group, which has been 
set up to protest at the Irish state's stand against 
Brehon law, Cairde an Seareachta, can be obtained 
from: Mary Aylward, telephone 0171 281 7424. 


