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Martin Moriarty 

THE Brit ish 
g o v e r n m e n t 
last month 
renewed the 
d r a c o n i a n 

provisions of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act in 
the teeth of opposition 
from human rights lob-
byists. 

And they re jected 
Labour calls for a judicial 
review of the legislation, 
now 20 years old. 

Shadow home sec-
retary Tony Blair had 
called for a review of the 
operation of the Act 
specifically to examine 
the ministerial powers it 
creates to determine 
seven-day detentions in 
police custody and to 
order internal exile 
within the UK without 
full rights of appeal. 

Blair was backed in his 
review call by Ulster 
Unionist MPs, who made 
clear their support for the 
legilsation. 

But Home Secretary 
Michael Howard would 
have none of it. 

Playing the "soft on 
terror i sm" card once 
more, he charged Labour 

• The PTA has failed to stop the violence 

were not serious in the 
war on the IRA. 

It was widely rumour-
ed that it was Howard's 
office that leaked details 
to the press of talks be-
tween Labour leader 
John Smith and Prime 
Minister John Major 
which Labour had 
sought in an attempt to 
establish a bi-partisan 

anti-terrorist agenda in 
the run-up to the Com-
mons debate. 

Labour had asked for 
a judicial review of the 
exile and custody 
powers contained in the 
Act as the price of its sup-
port for the renewal of 
the legislation, originally 
rushed through Parlia-
ment in the wake of the 

month that details of the 
secret bi lateral talks 
emerged in the Sunday 
Express, much to 
Labour's discomfiture. 

Michael Howard has 
denied that the Home 
Office was the source of 
the leak, but no serious 
investigation was made 
last month despite the 
evident fury of Mr Smith. 

Birmingham bombings. 
Labour has voted 

against renewal of the 
PTA since 1981, after a 
lobbying campaign by 
the Labour Committee 
on Ireland and the Con-
nolly Association 
secured a change of 
policy. 

It was after the Smith 
offer was rejected last 



APRIL 
C O M M E N T 

Over to you, 
Mr Major 

IT WAS just about a year ago that Sinn F£in 
president Gerry Adams and SDLP leader 
John Hume went public about their 
dialogue for peace in a move that has 
changed the shape of current Anglo-Irish 

politics. Way back then, the talk was all of how 
to revive the inter-party talks, how to get the 
Unionists on board, how to keep the 
republicans away from the negotiating table 
and still appear serious about a settlement 
Hume-Adams changed all that. Between them, 
they managed to put peace back at the top of the 
agenda. 

Things have moved fast since then. Neither 
the London nor the Dublin governments picked 
up the joint northern Nationalist proposals -
Dublin even briefly formulated its own alterna-
tive (Remember Dick Spring's six principles? 
Not many do). But the Hume-Adams initiative 
wrong-footed both of them. And in their rejec-
tion of its approach, rooted in 32-county self-
determination, they had to come up with an 
alternative of their own. 

The slippery formulations of the Downing 
Street Declaration were the result. The 
Unionists retained their veto over political 
progress in the North and the Nationalists were 
offered a half-hearted commitment to self-deter-
mination (by simultaneous referenda on either 
side of the border). London also reiterated its 
claim to no selfish strategic or economic interest 
in the North, the now standard formula it uses 
to try to disprove the colonial thesis of the 
British presence. 

It is little wonder that Sinn Fein have asked 
for clarification. The document is internally con-
tradictory at almost every crucial point. They 
want to know what some of those crucial pas-
sages actually mean. They want to know which 
of the rival commentaries since its publication 
should be trusted. They want to know exactly 
how it could be used to achieve an all-inclusive 
peace process. 

And they are serious. The IRA's three-day 
ceasefire is evidence enough of that - and given 
the flexibility the republicans seem to have 
shown during their secret negotiations with the 
British over the last two years, there is every pos-
sibility of a (silent?) extension if London 
responded with anything but its predictable im-
perial hauteur. 

By the time you read this, the ceasefire will 
have come and gone, in all likelihood, its poten-
tial for dialogue ignored as the Tories gear up 
for their desperate attempt to secure less of a 
drubbing than they are sure to get at the polling 
booths in May and June. But Ireland will not go 
away just because self-serving English 
politicians try to ignore it. The potential for 
peace lies largely unexplored. I f s a prize we 
need to keep our eyes on over the coming weeks 
and months. Here in Britain, i f s up to the 
socialists and the republicans and the democrats 
to convince the political class to take the risk 
that a genuine dialogue about an Irish peace rep-
resents. 
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HEADLINES 

End the censorship - lift the ban 
MEDIA 

Peter Mulligan 

NOW THAT the Irish 
G ove r n me n t have 
repealed the Section 31 

ban on Sinn Fin speaking on 
the Irish media it is time for the 
British Government to follow 
suit and allow the people of 
this island to hear the case for 
Irish unity. 

For over five years the 
British Government has en-
forced its censorship. On the 
19th October 1988 Douglas 
Hurd, then Home Secretary, 
announced; "The Government 
has decided that the time has 
come to deny this easy plat-
form to those who use it to 
propagate terrorism". 

Of course it was not the IRA 
that the British Government 
were aiming at. Their inten-
tion was to exclude one legal 
political party from explaining 

the Irish case to the British 
people. All sections of the 
British media, including Sky 
and CNN who beam program-
mes into Britain, received a 
Government notice declaring 
that it was illegal to broadcast 
any words that "support or 
solicit or invite support" for 
one of the listed organisations, 
or any words by "a person 
who represents or purports to 
represent" one of the organisa-
tions. 

The docile media fearing 
the loss of their contract gave 
in and banned everybody who 
they thought might express 
Irish dissent. C o m m u n i t y 
groups were banned, Irish 
prisoner campaign groups, 
even Bernadette McAliskey's 
voice was excluded, without 
her knowledge, from a BBC TV 
programme in which she took 
part. Irish songs by Paul Mc-
Cartney and the Pogues were 
also banned. 

The use of the ban become 
more widespread. Over 100 
TV programmes on Ireland 
were banned or severely cen-
sored. The paranoia of the 
media spread to the teaching 
profession. British teaching 
aids on Irish history were 
scoured for mention of the IRA 
or Sein Fin and the BBC was 
happy to lend a hand. The 
equivalent of book burning 
was the order of the day. 

History has shown that the 
censorship ban has not 
restricted the IRA in its violent 
campaign. Without further 
legilsation it was already il-
legal to utter support for an 
illegal paramilitary organisa-
tion. The last known interview 
with the IRA took place in 
1979. 

Various directors of the 
BBC and the independent 
c o m p a n y ' s h a v e made 
protests. It made Britain the 
laughing stock to see 'voice-

overs' being used. The British 
media has been caught up in 
the Government information 
m a n a g e m e n t scheme and 
having accepted the ban they 
were also bound to accept the 
misinformation that was fed 
to them for onward transmis-
sion. The Royal Ulster Con-
s tabulary information 
handouts are reported ver-
batim as if they were gospel. 
Likewise the British army and 
the Northern Ireland Office 
are still reported as if they 
were the sole and true source. 

So the British people 
through their media end up 
with a warped view of what is 
happening in Nor thern 
Ireland. A generat ion of 
viewers, listeners and school 
children have absorbed an in-
correct view of what is hap-
pening in Ireland. Correction 
will take time but it should 
start now. The ban must be 
lifted. 

To Brussels 

Dublin reporter 

WHAT IS the quickest 
way to Brussels?", TV 
presenter Orla Guerin 

asks Dick Spring on the front 
page of Ireland's satirical 
m a g a z i n e Phoenix. "By 
parachute" replies the Labour 
leader. 

Ireland was much amused 
at the way rank-and-f i le 
Labour Party m e m b e r s 
frustrated the apparatchiks 
and spin doctors from Head 
Office in their a t t e m p t to 
parachute in Miss Gearon as 
Labour's candidate in Dublin 
June Euro-e lec t ions , even 
though she had never been a 
Labour Party member. The 
selection conference delegates 
defeated Gearon by one vote, 
despite six Labour Ministers 
and most TDs turning up to 
back her. Instead the nomina-
tion went to longstanding 
party member Bernie Malone, 
to whom former Labour Mini-
ster Barry Desmond recently 
deeded his Dublin Euroseat. 

Desmond is off to Brussels 

by parachute 
to take up a £150,000 a year job 
at the EC Court of Auditors 
and the Labour leadership is 
afraid Bernie Malone is not 
g l a m o r o u s or high-profile 
enough to hold the seat. Hence 
the cocked-up attempt to ditch 
her for RTE's East European 
correspondent. 

Women candidates - the 
more glamorous the better -
are flavour of the month for 
the Euro-elections. The good' 
thing about it all is that it will 
increase public cynicism about 
" Y u r r u p " and ensure that 
most people will not bother 
turning out to vote in June. A 
big turnout is the key thing the 
Eurocrats want in order to give 
Brussels rule a f a c a d e of 
democratic legitimacy. 

If the tide of history flows 
through Europe it is a very 
slack tide indeed. No sensible 
person takes the Strasbourg 
windbag chamber seriously. It 
is miscalled a Parliament, for it 
does not possess the fun-
damental prerogative of a 
legislature, namely power to 
make laws. In the E C the 
Council of Ministers, repre-
senting the national govern-

ments, does that. Neither can 
this Potemkin village of a Par-
liament impose any taxes. 
When it recently voted to 
remove Lord Owen as Bosnian 
negotiator, it was ignored by 
the Council of Ministers. 

The truth is the only people 
who would notice the dif-
ference if the Euro-parliament 
were to disappear would be 
Strasbourg's hotel-keepers, 
res taurant o w n e r s , taxi-
drivers and prostitutes. And 
the MEPs themselves of 
course, who are paid huge 
sums of money for doing noth-
ing useful. The only useful 
ones are the few Danish and 
Green Eurosceptics. 

MEPs get £50,000 annual 
salary plus subsistence al-
lowances. They get £26,000 a 
year money towards office, 
phone, mail and travel expen-
ses. They get first-class air 
fares everywhere. They have 
£72,000 a year for hire of back-
up staff - a fair amount of 
which goes on secretary 
mistresses. 

A Parliament of snoozers 
truly. The public find it boring 
because nothing important is 

decided there. So MEPs are 
avid for such c r u m b s of 
publicity they can gel. "I have 
never seen anyone move so 
fast as an Irish MEP given the 
hint of a minute on local 
radio", writes one journalist. 
The Euro-parliament meet 
only one week each month out 
of four, so its members are not 
over-burdened with work. 

Eurocrats say the Euro-par-
liament will in time acquire 
real powers and rights. But the 
idea that the European Parlia-
ment can ever exercise 
democratic control on any-
thing is a nonsense. There is no 
such thing as a European 
polity, because the concerns of 
voters in each country are too 
remote from each other. This 
would become even truer if 
the EC/EU enlarges to include 
more States. After all the Dail 
is remote and unresponsive 
e n o u g h to ordinary Irish 
voters, never mind the Stras-
bourg outfit. Most people are 
right not to care a fig for the 
Euro-parliament, unless they 
have the rare chance to vote for 
someone who would like to 
close the whole sham down. 

Power crazy 
ELECTRICITY 

Glasgow reporter 

THE Connolly Association 
EC has adopted a resolu-
tion opposing current 

electricity board plans. These 
are to site pylons across Ayr-
shire at serious risk to public 
health and at the cost of the 
environment to deliver power 
to Northern Ireland. The As-
sociation deplores the deal 
made between John Major and 
Ulster Unionists to export 
electricity rather than promote 
links with the Irish grid. The 
Association has also drawn at-
tention to the trade union 
aspect for power workers in 

the Six Counties whose jobs 
are threatened by the Ayr-
shire/Unionist deal. 

Ayshire is up in arms. The 
people of the land of Robert 
Burns are united in opposition 
to a proposal by Scott ish 
Power to route pylons across 
the county. The quiet word on 
the streets is that Scottish 
electricity is more politically 
acceptable to Unionists than 
Irish electricity. Instead of 
health risks and irrevocable 
scars to the landscape, the logi-
cal and environmental ly 
friendly option would be to 
connect with the Irish grid. 
Unionists hanker for 'power 
across the water ' and a 
Maastricht pay-off. 

Appeal 1994 
Many thanks to all those who 
have contributed donations 
over the past month. We 
apologise for the typograhi-
cal errors in some names last 
month. 

W O'Mahoney £2.50, K 
Haldane £5, M Murphy £5, E 
Johnstone £3, P Evans £20, F 
Jennings £3, Marian & Jeanne 
in memory of their father 
Liam O'Dwyer £20, S Ken-
neally £10, B Crowley £5, T 
Matthews £10, M Clinton £6, 
J Grace £10, Y Boydel! £20, P 
O'Conchuir £1, A Lenagh £5, 
P Quin £2, D Fletcher in 
memory of his wife £20, J 
Gibson £4, M Goodman £10, 
J Tate £100, Bankers Orders 
£146.30. 

Total: £407.80 

Sheffield & SYorkshire 
Connolly Association 

Easter 
Anniversary 
Lecture 

Peter 
Berresford 
Ellis 

Friday 22 April 7.30pm 
Sheffield Community 
Centre against 
Unemploment 
West St Sheffield S1 
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Livingstone calls labour conference 
CONFERENCE 

Alex Reid 

WITH HOPES for ways 
of finding an end to the 
conflict in Ireland sur-

facing in the past months, a 
conference has been called in 
early July by MPs Ken 
Livingstone and Clive Soley 
and Anni Marjoram. The or-
ganisers are intending to make 
the conference a discussion 
forum which will a t t ract 
delegations from the trade 
union and labour movement 

and are hoping for a wide mix 
of organisations to be repre-
sented. 

Among the speakers being 
invited are the SDLP leader 
John Hume, a representative 
from Sinn Fein and a speaker 
from the OUP. The main plen-
ary session will look at the 
major proposals for achieving 
a lasting peace with Kevin Mc-
Namara looking at issues of 
joint authori ty , Ken 
Livingstone on disengage-
ment, Tony Coughlan on Sec-
tion 75 of the Government of 
Ireland Act and Clive Soley on 

winning consent for a united 
Ireland. 

Other issues being ad-
d r e s s e d at the o n e - d a y 
delegate conference are dis-
cussions on the economic ar-
guments for a united Ireland, 
human rights and self-deter-
mination and on looking at 
ways of campaigning within 
the trade unions. 

This is not a policy-making 
conference but the organisers 
hope it is an opportunity for 
labour movement organisa-
tions to carefully consider the 
options available for cam-

paigning towards a united 
Ireland. 

Groups represented on the 
organising committee of the 
conference includes the Con-
nolly Association, the Labour 
Committee on Ireland and the 
Labour Party Irish Society. 

Sponsorship requests are 
being circulated in the near fu-
ture and the organisers are 
hoping for financial as well as 
political support. 

Further details are available 
from the Conference Organiser, 
Towards Peace in Ireland, BM 
Box 5355, London WC1N 3XX. 

British lose US censorship bid 
BRITISH EXPORT? 

James Mullin USA 

THE EXTREMES to which 
the British Government is 
willing to go to control the 

information Americans 
receive a b o u t Northern 
Ireland w a s amply 
demonstrated at the American 
Bar Association meeting in 
Kansas City, MO on 4 
February 1994. 

New Jersey Lawyer and 
ABA m e m b e r Edmund E. 
Lynch arrived at 12.45pm to 
address the ABA Section on In-
dividual Rights and Respon-
sibilities at 1.00 pm when he 
was informed that the British 
Embassy was attempting to 
block his speech. The lawyer 
should not be allowed to speak 
to members of his professional 
association without a British 
representative present. 

Fortunately, the President 
of the American Bar Associa-
tion, Mr. R. William Ide III, 
ruled that the British request 
was without merit, and Mr 
Lynch was allowed to deliver 
his proposal concerning a pilot 
project for ABA trial observers 
in Northern Ireland. 

The British have very good 
reasons for silencing Mr. 
Lynch. He has brought the 
case of seven Ballymurphy 
boys to the attention of the 

Uni ted States Congress . 
T w e n t y - t w o H o u s e and 
Senate members recently 
signed letters of protest to Sir 
Pat r ick Mayhew, British 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, protesting the treat-
ment of the boys. They have 
been held in Her Majesty's 
Prison at Crumlin Road, Bel-
fast for almost three years 
without any credible evidence. 
They have repeatedly been of-
fered deals in return for plead-
ing guilty to reduced charges, 
but they have refused. 

During his frequent visits 
to Northern Ireland, Mr. 
Lynch has established a rap-
port with the British Chief Jus-
t ice , the British Deputy 
Secretary of State, the U.S. Am-
bassador to Northern Ireland 
and the Chairman of the 
Criminal Defence Bar. 

In this country, he founded 
the Lawyers Alliance for Jus-
tice in Ireland. In December of 
1993, he went to the Executive 
Office Building, adjacent to the 
White House, and met with 
Dr. Jane Holl, Director of 
European Affairs for the Na-
tional Security Council, to dis-
cuss the Administration's visa 
denial of Gerry Adams. 

In a February 9th letter to 
the ABA President, Mr. Lynch 
thanked him for defending the 
independence of the American 
Bar Associat ion, and for 

protecting his right to speak. 
Mr. Lynch offered to discuss 
the Northern Ireland justice 
system with a representative 
of the British Government at a 
future ABA meet ing . He 
claimed in the letter that there 
is much for the British Govern-
ment to explain. For example: 

"Why is it that Amnesty In-
ternational, the British Hal-
dane Society of Lawyers, the 
National Council for Civil 
Liberties, Helsinki Watch, the 
Northern Ireland Committee 
on the Administration of Jus-
tice, the European Court of 
Human Rights, and the New 
York- based Lawyers Commit-
tee for Civil Rights have all 
concluded that the system of 
justice in the north of Ireland is 
permeated by injustice and 
prejudicial disposit ion of 
proceedings?" 

"How can a government 
claim leadership in the field of 
human rights when more than 
300 civilians have been killed 
by its security forces and only 
two members of these forces 
brought to the bar of justice, 
one receiving a suspended 
sentence for manslaughter, 
and the other an approximate 
two year sentence for murder, 
served under barracks arrest, 
and thereafter full reinstate-
ment to his Army unit?" 

Mr. Lynch's proposal for 
the Northern Ireland Project 

outlined the following "Areas 
of Concern": Intimidation of 
human rights lawyers, includ-
ing the assassination of Patrick 
Finucane, the strip-searching 
of w o m e n prisoners, the 
denial of assistance of counsel 
during interrogation, the 
denial of jury, the evisceration 
of the rules of evidence, and 
the loss of the right to silence. 

The American Bar Associa-
tion Convention would seem 
to be a safe intellectual en-
vironment where lawyers can 
learn from other lawyers and 
where individual members of 
the association would be free 
to give their views on a legal 
issue in an unfettered manner. 
However, the British govern-
ment made a strong, diligent 
attempt to have a presentation 
censored. Knowing that their 
system of justice is perverse 
and indefensible, they have 
not sought a forum to defend 
it. Instead they have tried to 
repress information about it. 

American jurisprudence is 
based on respect for the Bill of 
Rights. Its cornerstone is the 
freedom of speech guaranteed 
under the First Amendment. 
It is still a foreign idea to the 
British government, and they 
will cross the Atlantic to sup-
press it. 
• James Mullin is President of 
the Irish American Unity Con-
ference South Jersey Chapter. 

Irish Democrat 
editorial policy 
The March edition of the Irish Democrat, both in its 
front-page splash and its page two editorial, appeared 
to argue for an IRA ceasefire as a necessary 
precondition for progress towards peace in Ireland. 

We regret that these pieces appeared unsigned, as 
though they reflected editorial policy as opposed to the 
views of one of the paper's various contributors. 

Let us be clear: the Irish Democrat believes It is up to 
republicans to come to their own conclusions about the 
efficacy or otherwise of their current political strategy. 
From its British perspective, the paper has always ar-
gued that it is up to the British government to create the 
conditions for the meaningful pursuit of a genuine peace 
process. 

The Irish Democrat is put together on an entirely volun-
tary basis and for the last taw months has lacked the 
overall supervision of an editor, and ft is under these 
difficult circumstances that political mistakes creep in. 

Jonathan Hardy, 
Martin Moriarty 

Demonstration for peace 
ACTIVITY 

London reporter 

A demonstration in Trafal-
gar Square is being called 
by a group p e a c e 

protesters on Saturday 21 May 
1994. They are demanding an 
end to the political deadlock 
over Northern Ireland, and the 
beginning of new talks involv-
ing all parties to the conflict, 
including the paramilitaries. 

" W e all had our hopes 
raised last year," said Emily 
Johns, a spokesperson for the 
g r o u p , 'Negotiate N o w ' . 
"Now we seem to be drifting 
back into a stalemate. We 
think it's time for a fresh ap-
proach." 

The group, which includes 
veteran peace activist Pat Ar-
rowsmith . is calling for 
negotiations to start without 
preconditions and without a 
predetermined outcome. 
Emily Johns explained, "As 
long as the government keeps 
demanding an IRA ceasefire 
before negotiation, and the 
IRA keeps demanding 
promises from the govern-
ment before a ceasefire, we just 
keep going in circles, and 
people keep dying." 

Negotiate Now is circulat-
ing a petition to be handed in 
to the government on 21 May. 
Copies can be obtained from 
Negotiate Now, c / o NVRN, 
162 Holloway Road, London 
N78DQ. 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O L I T I C U S 

New EEC 
members? 

Between now and the end of the year Austria, 
Finland, Sweden and Norway will hold 
referenda on whether to join the EC. Public 
opinion in these countries is mostly against 
"Yurrup", but their Banks and Big Business 

interests are all for it. 
Unemployment in Austria and the Scandinavian 

applicant States is considerably lower than inside the 
EEC. The reason why these countries' governments 
are nonetheless seeking EC membership is because 
that is what their capitalist interests want. 

For decades Sweden under the Social Democrats 
had full employment and the world's best Welfare 
State. It kept strict control on foreigners investing in 
its industry and prevented Swedish big business from 
investing outside their country. Then a Conservative 
government came in and lifted capital controls. At 
once the Saabes, Ericsons and Volvos stated to flee 
abroad. Unemployment soared and the Swedish Wel-
fare State is collapsing. 

Private business wants EEC membership to ensure 
policy is not reversed. It is in the nature of private 
capital to desire minimal social control on its private 
profit-making activities. Ordinary citizens, by con-
trast, want to hold on to their national democracy and 
independence to be able to impose controls on capital. 

That is why, as Ireland's James Connolly taught 
and showed in his political life, socialists and Labour 
people should be the foremost defenders of national 
independence and the strongest democrats and 
Republicans. In modern circumstances it is the Big 
Capitalist interests that want to sell out the nation. 

Public opinion in the EC applicant countries is 
generally against EC membership, overwhelmingly so 
in Norway. But the Eurocrats and the rich and power-
ful elites are confident that they can use their control 
of the media to swing the vote when the time comes 
and pressurise and deceive the voters into abandon-
ing their independence. 

The plan is to pick them off one by one, starting 
with Austria. Then they hope to get 'Yes' in Finland 
and Sweden, and finally confront the Norwegians, 
who said 'No' in 1972, saying you will be isolated and 
on your own if you should dare again say 'No'. 

We hope that this latest stage in European 
capitalism's assault on the democratic and inter-
nationalist heritage of the French Revolution - the 
right of nations to self-determination - will fail. We 
would not wish it on the people of these countries to 
be forced to join us inside the EC prison-house. As in-
ternationalists we want them to defend their inde-
pendence and vote 'No'. By voting 'No' to Maastricht 
in 1992 the Danish people encouraged democrats 
everywhere. We hope the Austrian, Finns, Swedes 
and Norwegians will say 'No' to "Europe". 

Most historical developments can have positive ef-
fects as well as negat 'e. If the plan to get Austria and 
the Scandinavian cot ltries inside the EC/EU should 
succeed, it will cause a crisis in the EC's institutional 
machinery. A Community of twelve different States 
and nations is cumbersome enough, but think of the 
problems if there are fifteen or sixteen. Think of the 
increased chance for fiddles and corruption. A vast 
paper mountain will have to be translated into several 
new languages. This will create mote jobs for trans-
lators, but what og the effect on making EC policy? 

The advent of several smaller States will change 
the balance of voting power on the EC Council of Min-
isters, the body that makes EC laws behind closed 
doors and issues them as so-called "directives" and 
"regulations". The Big States do not want the six-
monthly presidency of the EC to be in the hands of 
smaller States for consecutive periods of time. Each 
State has different votes on the EC Council. At 
present EC laws are mostly adopted by qualified 
majority voting, where a group of 23 weighted votes 
out of 76 - one large country and up to three smaller 
ones - is needed to block a policy. 

The desire of the Big States to change has to caused 
an unholy row. Despite the pretence of being "good 
Europeans" the reality is that differences of national 
interests continually assert themselves in the running 
of the EC, usually for the benefit of the bigger, richer 
countries, who are anxious to keep it that way. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

O B I T U A R Y 

Flann Campbell 

FLANN CAMPBELL, former editor of the Irish 
Democrat, educationalist, historian and Irish 
nationalist died suddenly on March at his 
home in Blackrock, Dublin just a week after 
celebrating his 75th birthday. He had lived in 

Dublin since returning five years ago after a profes-
sional life in Britain. 

His father was the well-known poet and national-
ist Joseph Campbell. His mother, bom Nancy Maude, 
was of Anglo-Irish Protestant background and a close 
friend of the late Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald, mother to 
Garret FitzGerald. 

Flann Campbell's own republican and socialist 
v'ews reflected his parental background and 
t iroughout his life he sought to encourage the politi-
cal coming together of Protestants and Catholics in 
Ireland. 

Dr. Campbell spent most of his adult life teaching 
in Britain at Middlesex Polytechnic, where he was 
Senior Lecturer in Education. Born in Glencree, Co. 
Dublin, he was educated at Trinity College, he com-
pleted his doctorate at the London School of 
Economics. In 1943 he came to England as a teacher 
and became active in the Connolly Association. 

He spent several of his shcool holiday periods in 
the mid-1940's organising into trade unions the Irish 
construction workers on the aerodrome sites of East 
Anglia. He encouraged them to interest themselves in 
English Labour politics, to defend their economic in-
terests as workers while at the same time enabling 
them to advance progressive politics on Ireland. 

In the late 1940's he was active, with Eoin O'-
Mahoney and others, in the campaign for the release 
of Irish prisoners held in British jails. He edited the 
Ins// Democrat, the monthly newspaper of the Connolly 
Association, in 1946-7. 

Long before the political scene exploded in North-
ern Ireland in the late 1960's, Flann Campbell, as an ac-
tive member of the British Labour Party for several 
decades, sought to encourage Labour to take a greater 
interest in Irish affairs, and in particular in the 
deplorable civil liberties situation that existed under 
the Unionist regime at Stormont. 

In 1979 he wrote a short study of Orangeism, The 
Orange Card, which was published by the Connolly As-
sociation. 

His major historical work, The Dissenting Voice, a 
study of radical Protestant thought in Ulster from the 
original Plantation to Partition was published by 
Blackstaff Press in 1991. It sought to draw attention to 
the democratic, anti-sectarian and republican ele-
ments in Northern Protestantism, which he believed 
had been largely submerged or forgotten as a result of 
political events this century. 

This book challenges the popular belief that North-
ern Protestants have formed a monolithic bloc, all 
holding the same political, social, and religious views. 
It is an incisive and timely reminder of a hidden but 
powerful undercurrent in Irish history. He was work-
ing on a history of the Ulster Literary Theatre at the 
time of his death. 

He married his wife Mary in 1947. For several 
decades their London home was a centre of social and 
literary life for Irish people in the capital. 

Flann Campbell was a close friend and political as-
sociate of the socialist republican George Gilmore, the 
poet Leslie Daiken and Alex Digges, chairman of the 
International Brigade Association of the Spanish Civil 
War veterans. 

On his retirement he returned to live in Dublin, 
together with his wife Mary, who is biographer of the 
Nineteenth Century Irish novelist Lady Morgan. He 
was a committee member of the Desmond Greaves 
Summer School. 

In his introduction to The Dissenting Voice, this dis-
tinguished, patriotic, warm-hearted and hospitable 
Irishman summarised his lifelong political values as 
follows: "I make no apology for being on the side of 
Irish Freedom against British imperialism; of 
democracy against all notions of aristocracy and ascen-
dency; of small tenant farmers against big land-
owners; of ecumen-icists against sectarians, and of 
Dissenters of all faiths against Church estab-
lishments." 

They are sentiments that well become him. 
The Connolly Association was officially represented at his 

funeral at Glasnevin Chapel on Friday I2 March by Gloria 
Findlay. 

Adams calls for nationalist alliance 
at Sinn Fein ard-fheis 

1 ADAMS: no half-rights to self-determination 

Republicans have 
united behind the 
Hume-Adams 
peace initiative, 
reports ALEX 
REID from the 
Sinn Fein ard-fheis 

THIS YEARSSinn Fein Ard 
Fheis illustrated just how 
confident , s trong and 

united the party has become 
over recent years. 

A r o u n d three h u n d r e d 
delegates matched by the 
same number of media ob-
servers were in the Dublin 
suburb of Tallaght and heard 
speaker after speaker referring 
to the unity of the republican 
m o v e m e n t behind the 
A d a m s / H u m e peace initia-
tive in the apparent hope that 
this has paved the way for a 
political breakthrough for the 
coming months. 

The peace process was 
given the most careful analysis 
and events such as the Down-
ing Street Declaration were 
put into the wider context of a 
general peace initiative. 

The major theme of the Ard 
Fheis, Peace Through National 
Self-Determination, was 
matched by a feeling among 
many delegates that a process 
of national reconciliation was 
needed between nationalists 
and unionists in the country to 
overcome the sectarian nature 
of the Six County conflict. 

The clear socialist outlook 
of the pari/ was highlighted in 
many debates over the 
weekend and in particularly 
those dealing with the 
European Union, the economy 

and on the wide ranging civil 
liberties issues which the party 
has addressed over the years. 

The main focus of the Ard 
Fheis was the ninety-minute 
speech of Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams. He pointed to 
that part of the Downing Street 
Declaration which deals with 
self -determinat ion, and 
described what he called "the 
serious flaw in the document": 

"Having declared that the 
Irish are entitled to exercise the 
right to self-determination 
without external interference, 
they then proceed...to inter-
fere.. .A nation cannot have a 
half right, or a quarter right to 
self-determination", he said. 

He demanded clarification 
from the British government 
as the declaration was "rid-
dled with ambiguities, con-
tradictions and confusion". 

However, Adams high-
lighted positive dimensions of 
the dec lara t ion , saying it 
marked "a stage in the slow 
and painful process of 
E n g l a n d ' s d i s e n g a g e m e n t 
from her first and last colony" 
and like the Hillsborough 
agreement gives Dublin a 
"foot inside the door in the Six 
Counties". He added that Sinn 
Fein "should ascertain what 
role there is for the Downing 
Street Declaration in advanc-
ing the peace process". 

T h r o u g h o u t his speech 
Adams referred to the terrible 
cost of the conflict - the 
economic costs, the number of 
people who have died and 
been injured and the curbs on 
civil liberties - all perfect ex-
amples of the need for a decla-
ration which can provide 
agreement on a lasting peac^ 
and national unity. 

He Reiterated calls made 
last year on the need for a mass 
broad-based movement to ad-
vance nationalist aspirations. 
Suggesting the adoption of an 
Irish Freedom Charter to be 

directed at both the British and 
Irish governments, Adams 
said such a charter could bring 
together the "widest range of 
nationally minded Irish 
people... and provide not only 
a focusing point but a rallying 
point as well". 

Sinn Fein, of course, is not 
Gerry Adams alone. But if 
anyone doubted the unity of 
the party behind him and the 
political confidence they have 
in him, these doubts would 
have been swept away with 
the ovation he received at the 
conclusion of his speech. This 
was no stage managed ova-
tion, but evidence of the feel-
ing from delegates that with 
Adams' leadership they are on 
the brink of political success. 

Endorsement of the stance 
taken by Adams and the rest of 
the party leadership over 
recent years came in the debate 
which considered the peace 
process and the Declaration. 

JOE CAHILL, reportedly 
the former Belfast com-
mander of the IRA said 

that as a veteran of the struggle 
he had never seen such a 
strong, united and committed 
party. Many of the resolutions 
passed congratula ted the 
leadership in the initiatives 
that they have taken, par-
ticularly the Hume/ Adams 
talks. 

Martin McGuinness 
reiterated comments he made 
at last years Ard Fheis on the 
needs for Republicans to be 
both "flexible and imagina-
tive" in the creation of the 
peace process and gave his ac-
count of events surrounding 
the secret discussions Sinn 
Fein had with the British 
government. 

In a message of reconcilia-
tion aimed at unionists, Mc-
Guinness told them, "We want 

to live in peace with you. We 
want an end to injustice, coer-
cion and fear. We have an in-
terest in removing these hate 
filled words from the political 
vocabulary of this country. " 

He called on the British 
Government to "use its resour-
ces" to create the space within 
which Irish Nationalists and 
Unionists can begin a process 
of national reconciliation lead-
ing to an agreed Ireland". 

In the weeks leading up to 
the Ard Fheis the party was 
under enormous pressure to 
give a clear and definitive 
response to the Downing 
Street declaration, hence the 
presence of so many interna-
tional media correspondents. 
They did not of course do so. 

To either fully reject or fully 
accept would have overes-
timated the importance of the 
document and to have serious-
ly underestimated the pan-
nationalist initiatives taking 
place such as the H u m e -
Adams discussions. 

Addit ional ly , it would 
seem strange to expect Sinn 
Fein to make a decision on a 
document which does not 
offer a clear and explicit mean-
ing and has been called "am-
biguous" , " h a z y " and 
"dishonest" by many beyond 
Sinn Fein itself. 
Our Dublin correspondent adds: 
The most significant aspect of 
this year's ard fheis was the 
a b a n d o n m e n t of the old 
Republican attitude towards 
the " F r e e Sta te" and the 
Dublin Government . 

Republcans now regard the 
Dublin Government and tre 
SDLP as allies, albeit guarded-
iy-

But many speakers from 
the floor gave the impression 
they were avoiding certain 
realities, not the least of which 
is the debt they owe John 
Hume for their political good 
fortune.Another is that the 
current situation has come 
about for Republicans not 
from a continuation of the old 
policies but from a change in 
direction. 

The real public interest in 
the Republican movement at 
the moment is not really due to 
what it has done in the past, 
but what it might do in the 
future. At present there is a 
standoff between the British 
and Sinn Fein, but this cannot 
go on forever, one side must 
give way. And this is the prob-
lem which the ard fheis failed 
seriously to address.If it be-
comes clear that there is going 
to be no peace, all political ad-
vances the Republicans have 
made may be lost. 

What is hopeful is that not-
not only is the Republican 
movement coming to terms 
with Dublin and the SDLP, but 
that this is being reciprocated 
to some extent. Both now view 
the northern conflict as the 
product of a long history and 
have m o v e d away from 
moralising on the wickedness 
of those involved to the in-
tense annoyance of the PD's 
Stickies and Fine Gael. 
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Legal 
heart of 
British 
power 
in 
Ireland 

A constitutional 
expert looks at 
legal aspects of 
British withdrawal 
from Ireland. 

CALLS FOR "suspend-
ing" the 1920 Govern-
ment of Ireland Act were 

made at last month's Sinn Fein 
Ard Fheis in Dublin. That Act 
is the legal heart of the Parti-
tion problem. Ireland will 
remain divided as long as 
what is left of Lloyd George's 
Partition Act continues in 
force as the law of the UK. 

But the total deletion of 
what is left of the 1920 Act -
not just its suspension, which 
implies that it can be "un-
suspended" again later - is at 
the end of the process of 
British withdrawal, not at its 
beginning. 

It is one small section, Sec-
tion 75, of the Government of 
Ireland Act that is at issue, for 
all the other sections of the 
1920 Act have already gone. 
Section 75 is the "saver" for the 
s u p r e m e authority of the 
British Parliament - or in legal 
jargon "the Crown in Parlia-
ment" - over Irish territory. 

Section 75 of the 1920 Act 
has continued in force in 
British law under Schedule 6 
of the Northern Ireland Con-
stitution Act 1973. Section 75 
reads: "Notwithstanding any-
thing contained in this Act, the 
supreme authority of the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom shall 
remain unaffected and un-
diminished over all persons, mat-
ters and things in Northern 
Ireland and every part thereof." 

This simple sentence makes 
the British Government, and 
ultimately the UK Parliament, 
legally responsible for every-
thing in the Six Counties. It is 
what makes Northern Protes-
tants and Catholics subjects of 
the Crown, rather than free 
citizens of a free Republic, 
where all authority comes 
from the people rather than a 
monarch, and with a constitu-
tion based on popular referen-
dum. i n . / ' 

Britain's "unwritten" con-
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stitution is the sovereignty of 
Parliament. In Britain the law 
is what Parliament decides 
Any Parliament can do what it 
likes and no one Parliament 
can bind another. 

As a British Attorney-
General once said, if Parlia-
ment were to order the 
beheading of all blue-eyed 
babies at birth, it would be per-
fectly legal in British law! That 
is why it is legal nonsense to 
talk of the Six Counties as pos-
sessing a right to "self-deter-
mination", when in British law 
Parliament can legislate to 
hand it over to Dublin tomor-
row, or to Outer Mongolia, or 
to whomever "else it might by 
majority decide. And if this 
Parliament does not choose to 
do so, any future one can. 

When Irish Republicans 
want the British Government 
to abolish Partition, what they 
are saying in British constitu-
tional and legal terms is that 
they want it to work towards 
the day when a British Prime 
Minister would stand up in the 
H o u s e of C o m m o n s and 
propose the deletion of Section 
75 of the 1920 Act and the for-
mal handing over of legal 
responsibility for the North in-
stead to an All-Ireland 
Government and Parliament 
that are willing to accept it. 

For that exactly is what 
happened when Britain left all 
the other colonies and 
dominions of her once vast 
Empire. 

This is why Section 75, 
should be "on the table" in 
Anglo-Irish discussions about 
a final constitutional settle-
ment, for only by doing so 
would the British Government 
demonstrate willingness to 
talk seriously about how to 
end Partition. 

The Irish counterpart of 
Section 75 is Article 2 of the 
1937 Consti tution, which 
defines the territory of the 
Irish nation as "the whole is-
land of Ireland, its islands and 
territorial seas . " That is a 
political and moral claim of 
right, in Latin a claim de jure. 
But Section 75 is not just a 
claim of right but an assertion 
of fact, a statement of the ac-
tuality in British law of the 
sovereignty of the Crown in 
Parliament over the area, in 
Latin a claim de facto. 

Some people see "joint 

s o v e r e i g n t y " over the Six 
Counties as a possible interim 
stage pending final British 
withdrawal. This means that 
the British Parliament and 
Irish Dail would share the job 
of making some or all the laws 
for the North, each voting for 
the same laws separately. 

Section 75 would of course 
have to be amended to allow 
that. But joint sovereignty or 
" c o n d o m i n i u m " arrange-
ments of this kind are in-
herently cumbersome. That is 
why history has few examples 
of them. 

Of course, from the Irish 
point of view, shared legisla-
tive sovereignty would be an 
advance on the present situa-
tion where Britain possesses 
sole sovereignty. 

Joint sovereignty is often 
confused with "joint 
authority", which some British 
Labour people have recently 
advocated - in part perhaps as 
a way of sidestepping their 
policy commitment to work to 
get rid totally of Section 75. 

Joint authority refers to a 
structure of North-South con-
sultative and advisory boards, 
established by the two 
Governments, with supreme 
sovereig-nty or law-making 
power still resting with Wes-
minster under Section 75. 

These boards could have 
executive power devolved to 
them by Parliament. Power 
devolved is of course power 
that can be later resumed, as 
was shown for instance when 
Westminster abolished Stor-
mont. 

Joint authority also could 
be an interim step in im-
plementing a British policy 
direc ted at ul t imate dis-
engagement, but in itself it 
would leave British sovereig-
nty unaffected. 

The most likely picture 
therefore is that until the day 
comes when a British Govern-
ment invites Parliament to 
delete it, Section 75 of the 
Government of Ireland Act 
will remain in force. Britain 
should put it on the table as an 
index of its good faith, but 
"suspending" it can have no 
legal meaning. 

What progressive politics 
and a genuine peace process 
needs is that the British 
Government should aim at, 
and base its policy on working 

towards, the eventual deletion 
of Section 75 in its entirety. But 
that step should be seen as the 
final legal step, not the first, in 
Britain's withdrawal from 
Ireland. 

Until Britain surrenders 
sovereignty over the North, 
Republicans will want it to 
keep its sovereignty there. For 
only that way can successive 
British direct rulers be held 
responsible for the actions of 
their troops, policemen and 
administrators, for the taxes, 
public services, civil liberties 
and all the other matters they 
are in charge of, pending will-
ing takeover of that respon-
sibility by the Irish side, on a 
date and in a manner that has 
to be mutually agreed. 

This need for agreement 
and mutuality is why there can 
be no unilateral setting of a 
date or terms for a British 
withdrawal from Ireland. It is 
legally and politically impos-
sible. The terms, time-scale 
and procedures for undoing 
Partition must logically be 
negotiated by two sides - the 
British side and the Irish - the 
party surrendering sovereig-
nty and the party taking it on. 

Of course pending British 
surrender of sovereignty and 
the repeal of Section 75, Britain 
should exercise its sovereignty 
over the Six Counties in con-
sultation and agreement with 
and on the advice of the Irish 
side. That means primarily 
Dublin, which is the principal 
representative of the Irish 
majority. And it means the 
representatives of the two 
Northern communities - both 
of which are Irish minorities -
to the extent that that is prac-
ticable. 

If Britain is serious about 
disengagement and eventual 
Irish reunification, it should 
show its good intentions now 
by commencing demilitariza-
tion, controlling the Loyalist 
murder gangs, standing up to 
Unionist thuggery and black-
mail and ensuring equal treat-
ment and "parity of esteem" 
for Nationalists in the Six 
Counties. In other words it 
should use its sovereignty 
under Section 75 in a progres-
sive way, pending its ultimate 
handover"' to the repre-
sentatives of the Irish people 
as a whole through the total 
deletion of Section 75. 

JOHN M U R P H Y'S 
KEYWORDS 

Colonialism 
In his classic book Culture and Imperialism Pales-

tinian writer Edward Said defines imperialism as 
the practice, theory and attitudes of a dominating 

metropolitan centre ruling a distant territory. 
Colonialism, which is almost always a consequence 
of imperialism, is the implanting of settlements on 
that distant territory. 

Imperialism, says Said, is simply the process or 
policy of establishing or maintaining an empire. Em-
pire is a relationship, formal or informal, in which 
one State controls the effective political sovereignty 
of another society. It can be achieved by force, by 
political collaboration, by economic, social or cul-
tural dependence. 

Direct colonialism has largely ended in our time. 
Imperialism lingers on where it has always been, in 
the cultural sphere, as well as in specific political, 
ideological, economic and social practices through 
which the elites of the rich countries dominate the 
world's poor. Unionism in Ireland, Afrikaanerdom 
in South Africa, Zionism in Palestine are contem-
porary political leftovers of colonialism. 

The economic leftovers lead to systematic under-
development in the 140 or so States that were former-
ly capitalist colonies. Ireland was England's first 
colony. After the Normans conquered England in the 
eleventh century, they threw themselves on Ireland. 
Five hundred years later their descendants had total-
ly subdued it. By then what the displaced Irish called 
the "curse of Cromwell" had become the curse of 
Columbus in America. The lessons of the "great 
work of subjugation and conquest" the English 
pioneered in Ireland, they applied even more ruth-
lessly in the New World, and later again in India, 
Australia and elsewhere. 

In Ireland the English and Scottish colonists and 
planters still needed the labour of the Irish, who 
remained as working tenants on the land their ances-
tors once owned. In North America and Australia the 
colonists found continents inhabited by hunter-
mm^^^^t^^mmmmm^m gatherer peoples who did 

Imperialism 
lingers on 
where it 
has always 
been, in the 
cultural 
sphere 

not pract ice set t led 
agriculture. They were 
s i m p l y e x t e r m i n a t e d , 
leaving only remnants of 
Red Indians or 
aboriginals to survive. 

Colonialism began 
once a handful of West 
European States had es-
t a b l i s h e d s t rong 
centralised monarchies. 
A f t e r C o l u m b u s dis-
covered America in 1492, 
lust for booty and loot 
sent the pirates , 
m a r a u d e r s and slave-
traders across the oceans 

with every encouragement from monarchs and 
governments back home. Spain and Portugal started 
first, after they had expelled the more civilised 
Moors from the Iberian peninsula. Their superior 
technology of gunpowder conquered multitudes 
armed with only spears and arrows. Cortes took over 
Mexico with some 500 Spaniards. Pizarro overthrew 
the Incas with less than 200. 

The booty Sir Francis Drake brought home "may 
fairly be considered the fountain and origin of 
British foreign investments", wrote the economist 
Keynes. "Elizabeth paid out of the proceeds the 
whole of her foreign debt and invested a part of the 
balance in the Levant company." Its profits in turn 
helped form the East India Company, which under-
took the conquest of India. The Dutch did the same, 
then the French. 

Colonialism and imperialism laid the founda-
tions of modern capitalism. Loot from the colonies 
founded the fortunes of the great metropolitan mer-
chant and banking families, who in turn financed the 
first manufacturers. The triangular trade in cloth, 
slaves and sugar between England, Africa and 
America helped give England her headstart in 
manufacturing. 

Direct colonialism culminated in the Nineteenth 
Century. In 1800 the European powers held ap-
proximately 35% of the earth's surface. By 1914 they 
held a grand total of roughly 85% of the earth as 
colonies, protectorates, dependencies, dominions 
and commonwealths. 

CI Street life, North Belfast 
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IRISH BOOKS 

IN BRIEF 

Irish identities 

Fionnuala O Connor 
In Search Of A State: 
Catholics in Northern 
Ireland The Biackstaff 
Press £8.95 (pbk) 
This book is the result of 
fifty taped interviews be-
tween 1 9 9 2 - 1 9 9 3 con-
ducted by the author. The 
interviewees range from 
Alliance supporters to an 
IRA volunteer. To state 
that this book gives often 
conflicting viewpoints on 
the various topics covered 
seems obvious. However 
this does s e e m to be a 
central point of the book, 
namely that there is a lack 
of a concise identity. 

The lack of a concise 
identity goes right down to 
what one cal ls oneself ; 
republ i can , nat ional is t , 
n o r t h e r n n a t i o n a l i s t , 
northern catholic etc. The 
plurality of identities is 
perhaps not too surpris-
ing. But given the nature of 
the statelet, dilution and 
confusion of the minority's 
ident i ty h a s i m p o r t a n t 
political implications. 

T h r o u g h the various 
topics covered; political al-
legiance, class, the IRA, 
Protestants, Britain, the 
South (sic) and the Church 
no definite line emerges. 
Instead, the Author allows 
the opinions to unfold, un 
able to extricate a clear pic-
ture of the realities faced 
by Catholics. This may be 
due to the fact that the 
Cathol ic " b a d g e " is no 
longer the main expres-
sion of identity. 

O v e r a l l , the book 
s t ruck me as s l ight ly 
depressing, the minority in 
the six counties without a 
clear identity or political 
allegiance within which to 
explore an identity. 

However, a number of 
discernable points emerge. 
First, Catholics, since the 
civil rights movement in 
the early 1960's, have had 
their sights raised and are 
unl ikely to sett le for a 
return to the ancien regime. 
Second, the emergence of 
the Catholic middle-class 
has thrown up a number of 
problems, not least their 
political allegiance. They 
may vote SDLP now but in 
the future who will they 
vote for? M a n y people 
believe it is this class 's 
pol i t ica l d y n a m i c over 
time that could be vital to 
the future of the six coun-
ties. 

Third, one gets the feel-
ing that isolation, people 
being left to suffer for so 
long, the South (sic) tied up 
with their own affairs has 
embittered many in the six 
c o u n t i e s . O ' C o n n o r 
apears to advocate some 
form of internal solution, 
but th is is d i f f i c u l t to 
square with her own ob-
servations above. 

O'Connor manages to 
pull t o g e t h e r all the 
various threads to produce 
an accessible book which 
poses as many question as 
it answersabout "catholic" 
identity in the six counties. 

n Enda Finlay 

French recruit to revisionism 

fl CONNOLLY: denigrated 

Anthony Coughlan 
Pleasant the Scholar's Life: 
Irish Intellectuals and the 
Nation State Maurice 
Goldring, Serif, £11.95 pbk 

NA T I O N A L inde-
p e n d e n c e g e t s a bad 
press in the West these 

days . The reason is that 

defending State sovereignty 
does not suit the interests of 
Transnat ional Capital and 
global finance, whose paid 
servitors dominate the media. 

These giant concentrations 
of capital, out to maximise 
private profit, have a natural 
interest in being free of the so-
cial controls and democratic 
constraints that only inde-
pendent States, responsive to 

national electorates, are able to 
impose on them. 

It is a pi ty to see a 
Frenchman join Ireland's anti-
national "revisionists." His-
torically French writers have 
supported Irish unity and in-
dependence. 

Maurice Goldring is Profes-
sor of Irish Studies at the 
University of Paris. Over the 
years his name has often ap-
peared in Workers Party pub-
lications, when that party was 
c h a m p i o n i n g o u t - a n d - o u t 
Unionism. He a d m i r e s the 
politics of Cruise O'Brien. His 
latest book is a s t u d y of 
nat ionalis t intel lectuals in 
Ireland's movement for inde-
pendence. 

He has interesting things to 
say on the influence of their 
different social class back-
grounds on the likes of Yeats, 
G e o r g e Russel l , Griffith, 
Pearse, Connolly etc. But in 
doing so he manages to cast 
more than a peck of dirt at the 
notion that Irish national inde-
pendence is of any relevance 
today. 

Like most fashionable con-
t e m p o r a r y h i s t o r i a n s and 
sociologists of the national 
question, Maurice Goldring 
work is marked by philosophi-
cal "idealism." This is the no-
tion that ideologies and mental 
interpretations of reality are 
primary, rather than the social 
movements and objective fac-
tors they reflect. Hence such 
writers typically give far more 
a t tent ion to " - i s m s " like 
nationalism and the ideologies 
of nat ional c o m m u n i t i e s -
which are, after all, only one 
aspect of their existence - than 
to the genesis and evolution of 
the real people who actually 
make up these communities. 

Goldring refers approving-
ly to Eric Hobsbawm's view 
that the nation is a subjective 
notion, which cannot therefore 
be defined in rational terms. "I 
share with Eric Hobsbawm 

and Ernest Gellner the idea 
that the nation is not an objec-
tive reality. . . For Gellner it is 
nationalism that created na-
tions, not nations that created 
nationalism." 

In reality of course an Irish 
nation, a distinct community 
with its own name and lan-
g u a g e , inhabiting the area 
known as Ireland and distin-
guishable by national designa-
tions from the contemporary 
English, Scots, Welsh, Ger-
mans etc., existed at least a mil-
lenium ago, centuries before 
such a thing as "nationalism" 
was ever heard of. 

In those days the Irish were 
divided politically into clans or 
tribes, but they nonetheless 
r e c o g n i s e d one another as 
Irish, and were so recognized 
by others, and seen as sharing 
a broadly common culture. 

Before nationalism as a 
political movement could ap-
pear on the stage of history, 
clan and kinship-based society 
had to disappear or be much 
eroded. Professor Goldring 
shows no inkling of the long 
lineage of most nations. He 
writes perversely, "most na-
tional history is a fairy-tale in-
vented for grown-up children 
in the nineteenth century." 

He denigrates James Con-
nolly as a thinker. Like his 
mentor Eric Hobsbawm, he 
m a n i p u l a t e s " - i s m s " a n d 
s e n d s J a m e s C o n n o l l y ' s 
" n a t i o n a l i s m " , in c lass ic 
idealist fashion, into battle 
with his "socialism." 

He forgets that the matter is 
one of real things rather than 
their theoretical reflections - of 
how national independence, as 
embodied in the establishment 
of a democratic State, may re-
late to socialism, a mode of or-
ganising that State's economy 
and institutions. 

Goldring contends that the 
national question was " n o t 
central" to the thought of Marx 
and Engels, "who saw the 

primacy of class over every 
other historical category." In 
fact he underestimates, and to 
some extent misunderstands, 
the interest in national issues of 
socialism's founding fathers. 

Concern with social class 
did not prevent Marx and En-
gels from writing over 500 
pages on Ireland, closer study 
of which would undoubtedly 
have helped Goldring under-
s tand better both national 
questions in general and the 
Irish question in particular. 

One of the central concep-
tions of c lass ical social is t 
thought is that in the era of 
Trans-nat ional capital and 
capitalist imperialism, the na-
tional and colonial struggles 
for independence, formerly 
par t of the b o u r g e o i s -
democratic revolution, have 
become part of the socalist 
revolution, the attempt to sub-
ordinate capital to the interests 
of the working-class. China, 
Cuba and Vietnam would be 
examples. 

That is why is is so unfor-
tunate today, when the assault 
on nat ional d e m o c r a c y by 
Trans-national capital is taking 
place all round the world, to 
see books like this spoiled by 
crude attempts to counterpose 
"nationalism" - the common 
idealist term for national inde-
pendence - to "socialism" and 
"class politics". 

This only helps to add to the 
c o n f u s i o n of a c o n f u s e d 
L a b o u r m o v e m e n t and 
prevent people appreciating 
that the way forward today for 
the Left e v e r y w h e r e is to 
champion national democracy 
and independence against the 
assaults of Transnational Capi-
tal. 

For whether it is in Western 
or Eastern Europe, this is the 
only way for Labour to estab-
lish its political hegemony 
over society, as well as deal 
with the dire e c o n o m i c 
problems of our time. 

Strong voice from a life on the margin 
Penny Mitchell 
Lyn, A Story of Prostitution. 
Lyn Madden and June 
Levine, The Women's 
Press in association with 
the Attic press, Dublin. 
£4.95pkb 

This book co-writ ten by 
June Levine, a profes-
sional writer a n d Lyn 

Madden, a prostitute from 
Dublin, is an extremely sad 
and tragic , yet fascinating 
read, telling the story of one 
woman's life as a prostitute. 

The book is very frank and 
unref ined. I feel th is best 
portrays her story, giving us a 
real insight into her past and 
present life and her future 
p r o s p e c t s . Her o p e n n e s s 

makes us feel close to her, as if 
we were part of her life. We 
begin to feel as she does, the 
pain and the fear. 

The book reveals that, con-
trary to popular belief, pros-
titutes are sensitive, caring and 
whole women, managing to 
take on all the n o r m a l 
everyday female roles, such as 
mothehood, wife and home-
maker, despite the pressures 
they face, going out on the 
streets every night. 

We learn that for some, 
prostitution is the only means 
of survival. Hurt created from 
family and social deprivation 
and poverty is responsible for 
driving some women to pros-
titution, but pimping remains 
perhap the greater driving 
force. 

Pimps, who are often the 
lovers or boy-friends and in 

some cases the husbands of 
p r o s t i t u t e s can only be 
described as evil. From Lyn's 
account, it is apparent that the 
pimp/ lover in her life, namely, 
John Cullen, who is now serv-
ing a prison sentence for mur-
der, was the cause of much 
mental and physical suffering, 
and I believe that pimping in 
any way or form should be 
regarded as a very serious 
crime. 

The book highlights the 
total lack of awareness and un-
derstanding of the seriousness 
of prostitution on the part of 
society; the social services, the 
police, the law and the general 
public. 

It ra ises too, the whole 
quest ion of the s e x u a l in 
equality that still exists in the 
world to-day and points out 
some ideas for change. 

One contributor talks of the 
eradication of pimping and the 
need to provide greater sup-
port for prostitutes, through-
counselling services, benefits 
and housing. 

From a more preventative 
point of view however, one 
might suggest that the best 
way to put an end to prostitu-
tion, would be to give women 
social and economic inde-
pendence and equality, which 
we are so rightly entitled to. 

Personally, the book trig-
gered off many mixed feelings; 
of upset, sickness, anger and 
frustration.,, On several oc-
casions, Lyn's story reduced 
me to tears and almost total 
disbelief that any one person 
could have endured so much 
pain and suffering. 

It made me fully appreciate 
my good fortune in life; my 

health, my loving family and 
friends and my comfortable 
home, some of the things that 
Lyn and m a n y other pros-
titutes have little of. 

The book brought to light 
the fact that prostitution is just 
not acceptable in our society, 
whether a woman is exploited 
by one man in marriage, or by 
many men out of marriage, 
and I am totally opposed to its 
legalisation. 

No person should have to 
sell her/his soul for the sake of 
survival. If one is without soul, 
what is the point in survival 
anyway? 

Lyn is a book I w o u l d 
definitely not have wanted to 
have missed reading. All credit 
to Lyn Madden who had the 
amazing courage to tell her 
story and to June Levine for 
helping to write it. 
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IRISH SONGS 

A selection of songs ofEasterWeek 1916 

The Three Coloured 
Ribbon 

(a ballad of Easter Week) 

I had a true love, if ever a girl had one, 
I had a true love, a brave lad was he; 
One fine Easter Monday all with his gallant comrades 
He started away for to set old Ireland free. 

Cowld Tay 
We watched out if anyone knew us 
But got no reward for our pains 
As we journeyed from Dartmoor to Lewes 
Secured in handcuffs and chains. 

But soon other thoughts we were thinking, 
For 'ere we had reached the half way, 
Like boys out of school we were drinking 
A glass of the cowldest tay. 

Chorus: 
All around my hat I wear a three coloured ribbon-o 
All around my hat until death comes to me; 
And if anybody's asking me why do I wear it, 
If s all for my true love I never more shall see. 

His bandolier around him, his bright bayonet shining, 
His short Service rifle, a beauty to see, 
There was joy in his eyes, though he left me behind 

him 
And started away for to set old Ireland free. 

He whispered: "Goodbye my love, old Ireland is 
calling," 

High over Dublin the tricolour flies; 
In the streets of the city the foemen are falling, 
And wee birds are singing "Old Ireland arise". 

In praying and watching the dark days passed over, 
The roar of the guns brought no message to me; 
I prayed for old Ireland, I prayed for my lover, 
That he might be saved and old Ireland be free. 

The struggle was ended, they brought me the story, 
The last whispered message he sent back to me: 
"I was true to my land, love, I fought for her glory, 
And gave up my life for to set old Ireland free." 

So all around my hat I'll wear a three coloured 
ribbon-o 

All around my hat I'll wear the green, white and gold 
And if anybody's asking me why do I wear it, 
It's all for my true love I'll never more behold. 

• Peadar O'Cearnaigh (dedicated to Eva) 

The flag that floats above 
us 
The slave may bend in abject fear 
And hug the chains that bind him, 
The coward run his base career. 
Nor lights of freedom find him. 
But while above us floats the flag 
Of green and orange blended, 
No tyrant knave its folds shall drag, 
While our stout arms defend it. 

No hireling slaves are we, 
To bend with meek submission 
To the alien's grinding tyranny, 
Or despot's fierce ambition; 
But for our own, our suffering land, 
Our foreign foes defying, 
We'll strike while we can raise a hand 
And keep the banner flying. 

A living rampart round it throng 
A thousand hands are ready 
To strike a blow for motherland 
Calm, patient, firm and steady! 
Then shout it out to foe and friend, 
To those who hate or love us, 
While life remains we will defend 
The flag that floats above us. 

• William Collins 

Chorus 
So let us to England be grateful 
And trust her by night and by day 
And swear that 'rebellion' is hateful 
As long as she gives us cowld tay. 

For she's out to save small nations, 
Is'nt that what her leading men said? 
To prove it she's now on half rations 
And fairly well stranded for bread. 
So we rebels are resting contented, 
Our feelings light hearted and gay, 
For we see that "John Bull" is demented 
And we toast his defeat in cowld tay. 

n Sean Etchingham (13th December 1916) 

The soldiers of Cumann 
na mBan 
All honour to Oglaigh na hEireann! 
All praise to the men of our race, 
Who in days of betrayal and slavery, 
Sav'd Ireland from ruin and disgrace 
But do not forget in your praising 
Of them and the deeds they have done 
Their loyal and true hearted comrades, the soldiers of 
Cumann na mBan! 

Chorus: 
They stand for the honour of Ireland 
as their sisters in days that are gone, 
and they'll march with their brothers to freedom, 
the soldiers of Cumann na mBan! 

No great-hearted daughter of Ireland 
Who died for her sake long ago, 
Who stood in the gap of her danger, 
Defying the Sassenach foe, 
Was ever more gallant or worthy 
Of glory in high sounding rann, 
Than the comrades of Oglaigh na hEireann, 
The soldiers of Cumann na mBan! 

Oh, high beat the hearts of our Mother, 
The day she had longed for is nigh, 
When the sunlight of joy and of freedom, 
Shall glow in an eastern sky; 
And none shall be honoured more proudly 
That morning by chieftain and clan 
Than the daughters who served her in danger, 
The soldiers of Cumann na mBann! 

• Brian O' Higgins 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

Reactionary 
alliance 
"A new parliamentary committee on Northern Ireland 
is to be dominated by Unionists and Conservative MPs 
- a move which will bolster the Government's 
Commons alliance with the nine MPs of the Ulster 
Unionist Party.The composition will be seen as a sign 
of Mr Majors's determination to solidify his alliance 
with the Ulster Unionists." Independent on Sunday 

F O R W A R D TO PEACE W I T H J U S T I C E " T h * British 
Government is tentstively grappling with new 
realities. On the one hand, they show a hard and stern 
face and on the other, there are clear signs that many 
of them are troubled by Britain's role in Ireland. Many 
of them know in their hearts the partition of Ireland 
was wrong. They also know that in the past unionists 
treated our community diabolically...A dramatic 
statement on the issue of the veto would demand a 
dramatic response and that means an IRA suspen-
sion of activities.'' Martin McGuinness Vice President 
of Sein Fein. The Daily Telegraph 

HOW THEY SEE US "He told MPs that a very large 
number of workers from the Irish Republic had been 
involved in the (Channel Tunnel) project. They had 
their chaplaincy and they had their Irish pubs. It may 
not be generally known that at these Irish pubs there 
were collections for IRA funds....contracts for cater 
ing on the trains and duty-free-shoping had gone to 
two Irish firms. He called for proper screening and 
vetting of staff." John Taylor, Ulster Unionist MP 
speaking on the Channel Tunnel (Security) Order in 
the House of Commons. Hansard 

PREVENTING TERRORISM ACT! "Mr. Clarke [Home 
Secretary] admitted last year that detention without 
trial is basically about gather ing intelligence. The 
police can shake down any Irishman they chose, 
either for 14 hours at a port without reason given, or 
for two-plus-five days on the say-so of the Home 
Secretary. Most detainees are never charged. Those 
eventually convicted were mostly minor Irish 
criminals, drug pushers and social security 
fraudsters." The Times NB. 81 unconvicted people 
are currently banned from travelling from Northern 
Ireland to Britain. To their honour Labour has voted 
against the PTA for the last ten years. 

VISIT ING B O M B E R S "The City is braced for fallout 
in Forte and BAA shares after the second [+1] attack 
at Heathrow Airport last Thursday night. A number of 
brokers have downgraded shares on the two groups, 
as fears grow of an IRA campaign against tourist 
targets." The Independent on Sunday 

I N T E R N M E N T A G A I N ' "We could round up three 
quarters of the IRA by breakfast tomorrow with inter-
nment It is on the agenda but it does need the 
support of the Republic of Ireland." Andrew Hunter, 
chairman of the Conservative Northern Ireland com-
mittee on Radio 4. ind on Sunday 13.3.94 NB Albert 
Reynalds has already categori cally rejected any in-
volvement in jailing Irish nationals without trial in an 
effort to solve Britain's problem in Ireland. Last year 
230 loyalists were charged with terrorists-type offen-
ces. The figure for republicans was 137. The Guardian 

LAST WORD 
"The British union leaders seem to think, speak and act 
as though trade unionism was meant to be used as a 
salve for the sore of poverty...They seem to think that 
round table conferences, nice language, beautiful 
phrases that fall trippingly from the tongue, 
Conciliation Boards and agreements are the be-all and 
end-all of life...We say trade unionism is a root remedy 
and by industrial action we can accomplish great 
things. We are not willing to say that trade unionism 
shall be used by industrial commissioners, Conciliation 
Boards or Cabinets to chloroform the workers, to 
persuade them to remain as dumb, driven dogs...They 
are not there as apologists for the shortcomings of the 
Capitalist system, they are not there to assist the 
employers in helping to defeat any section of workers 
striving to be free, not to act as a brake upon the wheel 
of progress." 

• From a manifesto by James Larkin ig i3 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

Remembering William Lawless, Irish republican exile of 1798 

Napoleon's Irish General 

WHENEVER I go to visit 
some good friends of 
mine who live in Ecom-

moy, just south of Le Mans, I 
find I cannot escape from Irish 
history. One of the main or-
ganisers of the famous Le 
Mans Grand Prix motorcar 
race is a Henri Browne de Kil-
maine, the family originally 
came from Kilmaine, Co. 
Mayo. Henri runs a car busi-
ness in nearby Tours. The town 
house of the Browne family on 
the rue Traversie is full of Irish 
memorabilia. 

More importantly, Tours 
was also the home of a fascinat-
ing Irish patriot w h o s e 
birthday falls on April 20 but, 
alas, I doubt whether there will 
be any commemorations of his 
life there or in Ireland for he is 
sadly neglected even in the his-
tor iography of the Irish 
republican movement. 

William Lawless was the 
holder of the chair of anatomy 
and physiology at the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Dublin. 
He became an active member 
of the United Irishmen, was 
forced to flee for his life in 
Spring, 1798, joined the French 
army and was commissioned 
into the Irish Legion of 
Napoleon. He was personally 
decorated by Napoleon, be-
came the Legion's command-
ing officer and when the 
Legion was disbanded after 
Waterloo, he retired with the 
rank of brigadier general to his 
house in Tours. He died in 
Paris on December 25, 1824, 
and is buried at Pre Lachaise. 

Lawless stood firmly by his 
republican ideals throughout 
his career and supported and 
agitated for French support for 
the United Irish movement. 

William Lawless was born 
in Shankill, Dublin, on April 
20, 1772. He trained as a sur-
geon and was appointed as 
demonstrator in the dissecting 
room of the Royal College of 
Surgeonr. In 1794, aged only 22 
years, he became one of the 
youngest professors of surgery 

there. In 1796 he co-authored, 
with William Hartigan, A syl-
labus of a course of lectures on 
anatomy and physiology. 

The successful young sur-
geon had become devoted to 
the goals of religious tolerance, 
Irish self-government and so-
cial equality propounded by 
the United Irishmen. He was a 
close friend of Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald and was involved in 
the planning for the 1798 
uprising. 

Fugitive 
Warned in the 
Spring of that 
year that the 
English were 
about to arrest 
him, Lawless 
fled to Paris 
with some of 

his more fortunate colleagues. 
In November, 1799, the Royal 
College of Surgeons formerly 
expelled him from the College 
rolls. 

Lawless was living on the 
Left Bank in Paris among a 
growing number of Irish ex-
iles. He decided to offer his ser-
vices to the French army and 
took a temporary commission 
in General Guillaume Marie 
Brune's a r m y fighting the 
English in the Netherlands. 
After the French victory over 
the English forces, Lawless 
resigned his commission and 
continued political agitation 
among the Irish exiles in Paris 
in support of the United Irish 
movement. He shared accom-
modation with Thomas Addis 
Emmett, Arthur O'Connor, 
John Sweeney and William 
MacNeven. 

In 1803 Napoleon 
Bonaparte authorise u the for-
mation of an Irish Legion. The 
old Irish Brigade of the French 
Royalist Army had been dis-
banded in 1790. Bonaparte 
seemed in earnest about the 
creation an Irish force to help 

in his projected invasion of 
Ireland. 

On December 7, 1803, let-
ters of commission went to 
those who volunteered as of-
ficers in the Legion. They were 
to be native born Irishmen or 
the sons of native born Irish-
men. Within a few months the 
Legion's strength stood at sixty 
officers, twenty non- commis-
sioned offices and a thousand 
other ranks divided into two 
battalions. Lawless had volun-
teered gnd been commissioned 
as captain, in view of his pre-
vious military service. 

For months the Irish Legion 
trained first at Morlaix in Brit-
tany and then at Quimper. Of-
ficially, the Irish Legion was 
now the 3rd Foreign Regiment 
(Irish). 

The Legion's First Battalion, 
in which Lawless was serv Ing, 
was sent to the island of Wal-
cheren at the mouth of the 
Schelde in what is now Hol-
land. The Second Battalion 
were sent to Spain, sadly to 
fight the Spanish Irish Brigade 
at battles such as Badajoz. 

Lawless remained with the 
First Battalion until 18Q8 when 
he was sent on detachment to 
Brest. In July, 1809, Lawless 
was promoted to Chef de 
Bataillon and sent to rejoin the 
First Battalion of the Irish 
Legion as its commanding of-
ficer. 

By the time Lawless 
reached the battal ion on 
August 1, the English had in-
vaded the island of Walcheren, 
and the Irish were fighting a 
defensive action as part of 
General Pierre-Jacque Osten's 
small force opposing their 
landings on the north shore of 
the island. 

There was heavy fighting 
during the first two days after 
his arrival and the English, 
with heavy siege guns, were 
maintaining an intensive bom-
bardment. Walcheren's major 
port of Flushing was in their 
hands. In the fighting Lawless 
was wounded by a musket ball 
entering his cheek below the 
right eye and lodging by the 
ear. 

He was forced to give up his 
command and taken to the 
home of a Dr Moke who 
removed the ball. On August 
15 the French commander sur-
rendered unconditionally and 
the survivors of the First Bat-
talion of the Irish Legion were 
singled out and shipped off to 
England as prisoners. 

Lawless, however, together 
with a Lieutenant Terence O'-
Reilly, were hidden in Dr 
Moke's home. For two months 
the Irish officers evaded the 
English until their wounds 
were healed enough for them 
to escape to .via South 
Beveland to Antwerp. 

Lawless and O'Reilly were 
greeted as heroes in Paris and 

Napoleon bestowed on Law-
less the Legion de Honeur, 
promoting him as full major. 
The First Battalion were now 
brought back to strength. In 
fact, in the wake of the sup-
pression of the Emmett rising 
in Ireland there was a tremen-
dous surge of recruits to the 
Irish Legion. During 1809 
some 2,363 volunteers arrived. 

The Legion was now under 
the command of the son of a 
Tipperary born officer of the 
Clare Regiment of the former 
Irish Brigade, Colonel Daniel 
O'Meara. The Irish Legion had 
been extended with a Third 
Battalion commanded by John 
Francis O'Mahony and also a 
Fourth Battalion. 

However, Lawless wrote to 
Napoleon's Minister for War, 
Henry James Clarke, son of 
Thomas Clarke, the Irish born 
colonel of Dillon's Regiment of 
the former Irish Brigade, who 
had been appointed minister 
in 1807. Lawless pointed out 
that many of the new recruits 
were not Irish. 

On July 14,1810, Napoleon 
himself ordered the Irish 
Legion to be purged of all Scots 
and English recruits. 

The Third Battalion now 
joined the Second Battalion in 
Spain while the reconstituted 
First and the new Fourth Bat-
talions were at Landau consist-
ing of 1,825 officers and men. 
On January 1, 1811 these two 
battalions were told to be 
ready to take part in the in-
vasion of Russia. Hugh Ware 
of Co. Kildare was given com-
mand of the First while John 
Tennant of Belfast was given 
command of the Fourth. 

Promoted 
Lawless him-
self was now 
promoted to 
Colonel and 
given overall 
c o m m a n d . 
But the bat-
talions did not 

take part in that fateful in-
vasion. In the Spring, 1813, 
however, Napoleon, having 
suffered terrifying losses in 
Russia , and in headlong 
retreat, needed every unit he 
could get. 

On February 1, Lawless led 
his battalions into action on the 
Elbe as part of General 
A l e x a n d r e Lauris ton's V 
Corps. Here they took part in 
the crucial attacks which 
caused Napoleon to win the 
battle at Lutzen on May 1, cap-
turing Leipzig on May 2. 

But in the summer of 1813 
came the suspension of hos-
tilities and Lawless took his 
men into quarters at Goldberg, 
Silesia, north of Berlin. The 
Second Battalion of the Legion 
had been withdrawn from 

Spain, having suffered heavy 
casualties, and were supposed 
to be recuperating and recruit-
ing to replace losses. These 
were now hastily moved to 
Silesia to join with the First and 
Fourth Battalions. 

On A u g u s t 16 L a w l e s s 
again led his men into action, 
playing a leading role in the 
battle along the Bobr river, in 
what is now Poland. Forming 
squares, Lawless was able to 
repulse Russian General 
Vacht ui's cavalry attacks but 
General Gebhard von 
Blucher ' s artillery took a 
tremendous toll of the Legion. 
Some 300 were killed and 
wounded in a few hours. Ten-
nant was killed and Ware was 
wounded. It was the bloodiest 
e n g a g e m e n t the Irish had 
fought . The Legion w a s 
withdrawn to north of Berlin. 

Offensive 
The Scots 
Gaelic-speak 
ing Marshal 
Jacques Mac-
Donald, com-
m a n d i n g 
N a p o l e o n ' s 
army in 

Silesia, took the offensive and 
launched an attack using the 
Irish Legion as a spearhead. 

Blucher was forced to fall 
back but not before Lawless 
was wounded. On August 21 
during the battle of Lowen-
berg, north of Berlin, Lawless 
was struck on the leg by a can-
nonball. Although the ball was 
fairly spent it created a serious 
wound and he was carried to a 
village which was being used 
as headquarters by Napoleon 
himself. Napoleon, recognis-
ing Lawless, ordered his per-
sonal surgeon, Dr Dominique 
Larrey, to attend to the Irish 
colonel. Larrey was forced to 
amputate Lawless's leg below 
the knee. 

The First , Second and 
Fourth Battalions of the Irish 
Legion had advanced east 
again but were now being 
decimated. On August 29, the 
combined Russian and Prus-
sian armies overran their posi-
tions. Captain Miles Byrne, of 
the Second Battalion, wrote 
that only eight officers and 
thirty men escaped by swim-
ming the flooded river Bobr. 
These men were led by the 
wounded Hugh Ware who 
had swam the swollen river 
bearing the regimental eagle. 

Lawless was taken to Leip-
zig and then Paris. He was 
eventually nursed back to 
health by his family. 

John Francis O'Mahony 
was now promoted colonel of 
the Irish Legion which 
mustered a total of twenty-
three officers, with ninety-four 
non-commissioned officers 

and soldiers. Lawless, who 
had asked Clarke to name 
W a r e as c o m m a n d e r , was 
promoted to brigadier general. 

O'Mahony was distrusted 
by Lawless for he had been an 
officer in the Royalist Irish 
Brigade and, when it was dis-
banded after the French 
Revolution, had joined the 
English army and fought the 
French in Egypt. 

After the Treaty of Amiens, 
O'Mahony had returned to 
Paris proceeded to lose a small 
fortune by gambling. Only his 
friendship with the Minister of 
War, Henry Clarke, resulted in 
his commission in the Irish 
Legion. Lawless felt that O'-
Mahony was simply a mercen-
ary without principle who 
fought with equally en-
thusiasm for England or 
France provided it was in his 
interests. 

Ironically, the descendent 
of this ambivalent soldier, 
Colonel Comte Maurice de O'-
Mahony, fought in the French 
forces during their colonial 
war in Vietnam in 1950. He 
was one of the few French of-
ficers to be taken prisoner by 
the Vietminh (forerunners of 
the Vietcong). Released when 
Vietnam was partitioned in 
1954, he c o m m a n d e d the 
French Foreign Legion against 
the Algerians in their War of 
Independence from 1958-1961. 
But what was in the future. 

N a p o l e o n ' s abdication 
ended all thoughts of Lawless 
returning to active service. 
However, the Bourbon ad-
ministration respected Law-
less by placing him on half-pay 
and retiring him from the 
army. Lawless settled with his 
family at Tours. His house be-
came a centre not only for his 
former comrades of the Irish 
Legion but for many exiled 
Irish revolutionaries of the 
United Irishmen. 

In 1815 the Irish Legion was 
officially disbanded. 

Lawless was to die in Paris 
on Christmas Day of 1825. 

Throughout his career, 
Lawless never lost sight of his 
political principles. He had 
joined the French army with 
one sole p u r p o s e ; that of 
liberating his native land. Even 
when Napoleon gave up the 
idea of invading Ireland and 
helping the United Irishmen in 
their s t ruggle for inde-
pendence, Lawless remained 
in the Irish Legion in the hope 
that Napoleon would change 
his mind, keep his word to 
commit his troops in support 
of Irish independence. 

Lawless success as a sur-
geon and then as a soldier, his 
r e w a r d s and promotions , 
were, in his years of exile in 
Tours, overshadowed by his 
great disappointment - that his 
ultimate goal of Irish freedom 
was not achieved. 
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