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by Conor Foley -
and Martin Mortarty 

• • i VERY Irish per-
• son on the 

WM • 
e l e c t o r a l 
register, and 

H l l every British 
person interested in Irish 
affairs, has a duty to vote 
in the general election for 
the candidates best 
placed to enure that the 
current government is 
removed from office. 

For the first time in 13 
years there is a realistic 
chance of ousting the 
Tories at the ballot box. It 
seems likely that they 
will lose thei? overall 
majority and their chan-
ces of staying in power 
may hang on former 
paratrooper Paddy Ash-
down and his Liberal 
pemocrat MPs, or the 
Ulster Unionists, or both. 

From an Irish point of 
view the reasons for 
wanting rid of the Tories 
are overwhelming. From 
the 1981 hunger strikes 
onwards, Margaret 
Thatcher gloried in her 
intransigent refusal to 
look for a political settle-
ment in Northern 
Ireland. She appeared 
positively to relish the 
perpetuation of the con-
flict. 

• RUNNING FOR COVER: The Tories have refused to look for a genuine settlement to the Northern conflict 

She it was who investigation "trial by destroy Thames TV wealth, from poor to rich, 
authorised the SAS am- television" because it which made the has taken place over tfye 
bush of the three could not corroboratethe documentary. last 13 years and those at 
unarmed republican^ official version of events. Other Tory policies the bottom tier of society 
Who died in Gibraltar. She it was who forced have also hit Irish people -have suffered from thje 
She it was who dubbed franchising onto ITVex- disproportionately. A rundown of Britain's 
the Death on the Rock TV pressly in order ttrf vast redistribution of cial services, 

deliberate creation of a 
homeless, jobless under-
class and the 
criminalisation of collec-
tive resistance to this 
process. 
• Turn to page 2 
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IN MY OPINION 

Strange kind 
of justice 

ALBERT BAKER walked out of prison in 
February over five years before his 25-year-
minimum sentence for a series of sectarian 

killings was up. 
A former British soldier — he served with the 

Royal Irish Rangers in the early 1970s before 
rejoining the UDA — he was jailed in 1973 after 
admitting to the murders of four Catholic men. 

Baker shot Philip Faye at his home: "I was told 
to assassinate Faye because he was a Catholic and 
was picking up information," he later told 
Labour MP Ken Livingstone in prison. He and 
the rest of a UDA patrol picked u p Paul Mc-
Cartan just 100 yards from where an RUC 
Landrover had dropped him, tortured him and 
shot him dead: "We were actually standing wait-
ing for him and we took him away and shot him. 
The RUC knew we were there." He lobbed a 
grenade through the window of a bus taking 
Catholic men to work and killed Eugene Heenan. 
His fourth victim was 22-year-old James Mc-
Cartan (no relation of the older man), who was 
dragged from a hotel disco on information from 
Special Branch and CID, beaten with a pickshaft, 
stabbed in the thigh and hands — they were so 
badly cut up his family had difficulty joining 
them in the coffin — and finally shot dead. 

It is not just the gruesome nature of the kill-
ings Baker was involved in that is so disturbing. 
Nor is it just the evidence he provided in a 
lengthy interview with Livingstone about the ex-
tent of collusion between the UDA and the police 
and army, long pre-dating the recent media inter-
est: "Half the assassinations in Northern Ireland 
in the early 1970s wouldn't have been committed 
without RUC backing," he told the Labour MP. 
What is so outrageous is that a self-confessed sec-
tarian killer from the Protestant community can 
be freed five years early when the authorities 
have consistently refused (o consider anything 
similar for republicans. 
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HEADLINES 

Tiny increase in Catholic 
employment admitted by FEC 
EMPLOYMENT 

THE extent of religious dis-
c r imina t ion agains t 
Cathol ics in Nor the rn 

I re land was revealed this 
month by British government-
appointed watchdog, the Fair 
Employment Commission. 

Its findings were a damning 
indictment of British policy. 
Since its inception in 1922, the 
Northern Ireland statelet has 
shown its inability to treat the 
artificially created Catholic 
minor i ty equal ly with the 
Protestant/unionist majority 
exercising government power 
based on blatant discrimina-
tion akin to apartheid in South 
Africa. Before the fall of the 
unionist parliament at Stor-
mont in 1972, the blame for 
religious discrimination could 
be laid at the unionist doorstep 
but subsequently the British 
g o v e r n m e n t mus t be held 
responsible. 

In its 1992 report, which 

monitored 97 public sector 
bodies, including Northern 
Ireland's 26 local councils, and 
1,831 compan ies cover ing 
352,921 employees (56.5 per 
cent in the public sector), the 
FEC found that there has only 
been a 0.2 per cent increase in 
the employment of Catholics 
since its 1991 report. 

Catholics, it is already ac-
k n o w l e d g e d , are 
two-and-a-half times more 
likely to be unemployed as 
their Protestant counterparts 
and it cannot be claimed by the 
British government that they 
are unaware discriminatory 
practices continue to exist. It 
has to be asked whether the 
British government simply 
lacks the political courage to 
rectify these anomalies, or is it 
qu i te con t en t to a l low 
un ion i s t s to main ta in a 
semblance of economic control 
over nationalists in order to 
diffuse unionist disquiet? 

Examples of this abound. 

Harland and Wolff shipyards 
and Shorts planemakers, bas-
tions of unionist industr ial 
might and among the biggest 
offenders of sectarian under-
representat ion, are both in 
receipt of government sub-
sidies or contracts. 

At Harland and Wolff the 
workfo rce is 94.3 pe r cent 
Protestant. At Shorts Brothers, 
the percentage is 87.6. Queens 
University fares no better — 
74.6 per cent Protestant — 
whi le 74.9 per cent of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Uls t e r ' s 
workforce is Protestant. The 
biggest financial institution in 
the North, the Northern Bank, 
has an 81.1 per cent Protestant 
workforce. 

Just three days before the 
release of the FEC report, the 
C o m m i s s i o n ' s t r i buna l 
a w a r d e d a Catholic woman 
£25,000 compensa t ion for 
what the tribunal called "one 
of the worst and most blatant 
cases of discrimination by a 

state authority." The womap, 
employed by the Eastern 
Health and Social Services 
Board, "had suf fe red fear, 
humiliation, frustration,..in-
sults, stress and deep hurt 
arising out of a blatant act of 
unlawful discrimination on 
the grounds of religious belief 
over a considerable period of 
time", the tribunal ruled, , i 

With the combination of 
this latest case and the new 
FEC findings, together with 
the £52 million the British 
government spends in com-
ba t t i ng the a d o p t i o n * y 
American city and state legis-
la tures of the MacBside 
Principles on fair employ-
ment , i t ' s no w o n d e r that 
SDLP spokesperson Sean bar-
ren commented on the J S C 
report: "No society wMch 
claims to be democratic t a n 
continue to tolerate imbalan-
ces of this magnitude/ ' 

• BRENDAN TRACE Y 

Radioactive waste stored in secret 
in Cork harbour 
CORK 

WORKERS at the Irish 
Steel plant in Cork har-
bour were shocked to 

discover that contaminated 
steel scrap, discharged from 
European nuclear installa-
tions, has been stored at its 
Haulbowline plant. 

Sources at the plant claim 
that 60 tonnes of radioactive 
material was stored in a vast 
d u m p at Irish Steel without the 
knowledge of the workforce 
and smelted at the plant. 

No special uniforms were 
issued and workers at the 
scrap metal dump went about 
their business as usual. 

People in the area are espe-
c ia l ly concerned tha t 
dangerous material was stored 

at Irish Steel and that rats es-
caped from the ships when the 
material was unloaded. 

There a r e conf l ic t ing 
reports about precisely where 
the material was stored. One 
source suggested that the con-
ta iners w e r e placed in 
unde rg round caverns, con-
s t ruc ted dur ing the 
Napo leon ic wears a r o u n d 
Rocky Island, through which 
the causeway linking Irish 
Steel to the mainland runs. 

Irish Steel confirmed that 
the "quanti ty of materials" 
stored at the plant was "over 
the statutory limit" established 
by the Nuclear Energy Board. 

Greenpeace commented: 
"It is vital to know where the 
shipments of steel are coming 
f rom, b e c a u s e cowboy 

o p e r a t o r s are o f f l o a d i n g 
radioactive steel from nuclear 
plants now out of commission 
and being scrapped." 

"Several questions remain. 
Why w a s the r ad ioac t ive 
material n o t detected in the 
scrap to be smelted? Why all 
the secrecy? Is there a danger 
of a recurrence of the incident? 
Is the material currently being 
stored safe? A fuller explana-
tion is needed f r o m the 
Nuclear Energy Board a n d 
from Irish Steel about the inci-
dent. 

The government intended 
to sell off the plant, with pos-
sibly dire results when private 
enterprise could have had a 
free hand to poison the v. hole 
area. 

• JIM SAVAGE 

Vote for a new Irish policy 

candidates 
ELECTION 

torn front page 
Many people felt better-off 

in the late 1980s boom but the 
selfish "mise Win" attitudes 
created put an even greater 
strain on society in the bust 
which followed. The millions 
of lives scarred by unnecessary 
building site deaths and in-
juries in the last few years 
s tand testament to an ethos 
which regards the health of the 
many as less important than 
the wealth of the few. 

In mcwt parts of England 
the choice is fairly straightfor-
ward . Vote Labour. This is: 
despite the record of Labour's 
last government. Mason and 
Concannon ire gone now • 
a l t h o u g h JRoy Hattersley 's! 
recent equivocation over the-: 

p o w e r s - i n a PTA Mark H, 

shows their spirit lives on. 
It requires the temporary 

suspension of a great deal of 
cynicism to think that Labour 
will be better this time around. 
But there aresomegrounds for 
optimism. Unlike the Tories, 
Labour has no inst inctive 
preference for the Union. And 
although Neil Kinnock did tell 
journalists at an Irish embassy 
br ief ing last month that a 
Labour government would not 
seek reunification through a 
re-established Brooke-style 
talks process — confirming 
what was implici t in t h e 
party's bi-partisan support for 
t h e N o r t h e r n I re land 
Secretary's "initiative" — a t 
least Labour has a policy far 
Irish unity; the Tories and Che 
Liberal Democrats want to! 

maintain the Union. 
There are certainly am-

biguities and uncertainties in 
Labour's Scottish, Welsh and 
Irish policies and many Irish 
Democrat readers may wish to 
vote against the Labour Party. 
In Scotland and Wales, if s pos-
sible to vote for the nationalists 
— voting Green is equivalent 
to spoiling your ballot paper 
under the current UK electoral 
system. But if you vote SNP or 
Plaid C y m r u , demand as-
surances from the individual 
candidates about their attitude! 
to Ireland. Plaid Cymru have 
long held a progressive posi-
tion but the SNP remain-coy. 
There are many fr iends of 
Ireland in the Scottish Labour' 
Party and people shoutd cOn- '-
Stder their individual records, j 

C " : 
AMDEN Conservat ive 
candidate Oliver Letwin 
apologised for the miscar-

riage of justice m the Birmin-
gham Six case at an election 
forum in the London borotlgh 
last month. 

But ne i ther H a m p s t e a d 
Labour ca ndidate Glenda Jack-
son nor Holborn a n d St 
Pancras Labour MP Frank 
Dobson appeared at the meet-
ing held by C a m d e n Irteh 
Forum in the Irish Centre and 
attended by 200 people. 

Questions on the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and its 
consequences came fast and 
fu r ious and there w a s no 
doubt ing the anger of the 
audience. 

It was also eviden> in the 
dialogue around the classifica-
tion of the Irish as a distinct 
ethnic group. Green Party can-
d ida t e S tephen G a m e s 
pleaded with the community 
not to ghettoise themselves, a 
view echoed by Mr Letwin. 

Ne i the r the Tory nor 
Liberal Democrat candidates 
were in favour of bringing Smn 
F&n into cross-party talks but 
the Green wanted them in. 

On health and safety in the 
construction industry there 
did not seem to be any conten-
tion. Mr Letwin only objected 
to giving local authorities so 
much contro l over "hduSe 
building. J 

Liberal Democrat can-
didate Jennifer Horne-iiaberts 
said it was important social 
services were not run dowwin 
the borough, and Mr G a m * 
said 4hat social attitude* «> 
elderly people were wrong. .< I R I S H D E M O C R A T A p r i l 1 * 9 2 

• CELEBRATION: Seneta dancers rou\ irrational Women's Day in 

Government and safety watchdog wash their hands 
of site1 

CONSTRUCTION 

THE Health and Safety Ex-
ecutive and the Depart-
men t of Employment 

have both said there is nothing 
they can do to bring to justice a 
b u i l d i n g employe r w h o s e 
negligence caused the death of 
a young Irishman. 

In separate letters to the 
young man ' s mother, John 
R i m m i n g t o n , the Director 
General of the Health and 
Safety Executive, and Eric 
Forth MP, the Under Secretary 
of State for Employment, offer 
sympathy but state that they 
consider the case to be closed. 

Michael Brennan, 19, w a s 
killed, in; April 1990 when a 
dumper truck thathe was driv-
ing on a steep embankment 

overturned. The truck was 
overloaded and its handbrake 
w a s defect ive. He h a d 
received no safety training, 
regulations about tipping were 
being ignored and the ramps 
and embankments on the site 
had not been fitted with proper 
stoppers. 

The HSE decided to bring a 
case against Mr Brennan 's 
employer, JF McMahon Civil 
Engineering, and the local in-
spector considered the case to 
be sufficiently serious to press 
for it to be heard in the Crown 
Court, which is comparatively 
rare in such cases. 

But by the time of the com-
mi t t a l p roceed ings , t h e 
company had gone into liqui-
dation and a local magistrate 
threw it out despite HSE re-

quests for the prosecution to 
proceed. 

It has since been revealed 
that the company's managing 
director, JF McMahon, had es-
tablished another company 
before going into liquidation 
and that he is still operating in 
the building industry. 

In his letter to Mr Brennan's 
mother Maureen, Mr Forth 
says: "It is natural that, m the 
c i rcumstances of a t ragic 
death, you would want to en-
sure an example is made of the 
company responsible to try 
and p reven t if h a p p e n i n g 
again- However ... there is 
nothing that I can do to change 
the magistrate's decision." 

Mr Rimmington says it 
would have been "much more 
difficult" to have prosecuted 

Mr McMahon as an individual 
since the HSE would have had 
to have proved that the offence 
was "directly linked to his own 
negligent acts." A charge of 
manslaughter, which the HSE 
had considered, would have 
required an even higher stand-
ard of proof, he says. 

Neither acknowledges that 
it was the decision to prosecute 
the company rather than its 
manag ing di rector w h i c h 
caused the case to fail. 

Safety campaigners argue 
that the police and the HSE 
should pursue individuals for 
causing building site deaths 
rather than simply prosecuting 
companies for breaches of 
health and safety legislation 
after a death occurs. 

• CONOR FOLEY 

WOMEN 

LATIONAL 
o m e n ' s D a y was 

>lebrated in Edinburgh by 
a newly formed group of Irisn 
women f rom 7-8 March. 

>'- Saoirse Women's Group 
took'part in the two-day event 
organised by Edinburgh Dis-
tr ict Counc i l in their 
prestigious City Chambers. 
A l o n g s i d e represen ta t ives 
ftom the Af r ican , Asian , 
Chinese and South American 
communities, Saoirse became 
tMfe first group of Irishwomen 

t in such an event in 
: fa 
of first 

and 

Hon o M r i s h w o i r t e n ' S 

experiences living in Scotland. 
It included stories of tattie 
picking, a common living for 
many Irish immigrants in Scot-
I and , and d r e w para l le l s 
between a tattie picker from 
theturn of the century and one 
w h o was still picking them in 
t h e early 1960S; 

Insights intodiscriihination 
and harassment faced by Irish. 
women spanned three genera-
tions. One woman readied a 
Catholic rally in 1935 which 
was attended b 10,000 women 
and addressed by the auxiliary 
Archbishop of Edinburgh/She 
to ld of-an attack by a mob 
shouting "No Popery" led by 
Councillor Cormack, of t h e 
•Protestant Action committee, 

harassment were recounted as 
well. Three women explained 
how their names and addres-
ses had been published in the 
loyalist magazine Red Hand 
and a fascist leaflet had been 
circulated inviting attacks on 
their homes w a s circulated 
which resulted in a lump of 

Recent e x p e r i e n c e s of-

house narrowly missing her 
husband. 

The exhibition showed how 
women had retained their Irish 
identity through the church 
and through political and cul-
tural activity.' 

videos, Mother Ireland, 
Searching md jdmes 

' the b s t o f whictfiiSi _ _ _ 
' terviews wrth his relatives 

f rom the Cov/gate in Edin-
burgh. 

Overa l l the exh ib i t ion 
gained very favourable atten-
tion with the exception of a 
Tory Councillor who tried to 
whip up the media with a sen-
sationalist "pro-IRA" scare 
that failed miserably. 

t h e celebrations ended on a 

cabaret including Seneta, an 
Edinburgh-based g r o u p of 
dancers. Now that Saoirse has 
established its presence as rep-

" resentatives of partof the Irish 
community i n Edinburgh it 
looks forward to attending. 

celebrations with' next 

Women 's G r o u 

BRUSSELSWATC H 

Yes to Europe 
of the nations 

AUNCHED on 7 February, the day the 
Maastricht Treaty of European Union was 
signed, the Platform for Employment, 
Democracy and Neutrality will be urging the 

Urish people to say No to Maastricht in the 
referendum expected in June. 

Together with Pax Christi, Irish CND, the Green 
Party and theMunster-based organization People 
First, the Platformhas been formed as an information 
and liaison centre on the Treaty. Among its sponsors 
are such well-known people as FlannCampbell, Fr 
Dennis Carroll, Raymond Crotty, Desmond-Fennell, 
Declan Kiberd, Matt Merrigan, Mick-O'Reilly, Sean 
Redmond and Trevor Sargent 

The labour Party, the Workers Party and the trade 
unions still have to make up their minds on i t Labour 
says it will decide when the government brings out a 
White Paper and puts a referendum Bill before the 
Diil, probably in March or April. 

At least the people of the Republic have a direct say 
in whether .or not they want their country to be 
reduced to a province of a West European federal 
state. This is because the Irish Constitution states that 
only the Irish people, from whom sovereignty and 

political authority derive, 
can surrender that 
sovereignty. No other body 
can give it away on their be-
half. Ratification of this 
Treaty also requires a 
referendum in Denmark. 
Everywhere else, including 
in Britain, national parlia-
ments can put their peoples 
under Brussels rule without 
asking them. 

But in this television age 
the people—or enough of 
them— can still be brain-
washed by the media, 
which tends to.dance to the 

A No vote 
will save 
Europe 
front a 
decade of 
deflation 
and 
recession time of big government and 

. big business. If the media 
are honest in iafpemingthe Irish public what. 
European Political and Monetary Union really means, 
they will reject theMaastricht Treaty in the referen-
dum, thus sayingihemselves and the rest of Europe 
from a decade of deflation and recession. 

-By refitting to be either browbeaten or confused 
into voting for Maastricht the Irish people will be 
saying N o to thefinal abandonment of neutrality. For 
the Treaty commits EC member states to,"defending 
Europe? m afew years time. Against whom dees-
Europe need defending, one wonders? The European 
Army that Kohl and Mitterrand are talking about 
these days is much more likely to be in the attacking 
than defending business. It will begeared to par-
ticipating in what EC Fresident Jacques Delois at the 
time of the Gulf War called "the resource wars of the 
21st century", and Irish and British people will be li-
able to be conscripted.in i t 

Commitment to a monetary union, in which the 
"Ecu" replaces the punt and other national currencies, 
means a decade of deflation for Ireland and the rest of 
the EEC, as they seek to attain the financial targets of 
the Maastricht Treaty. For it requires Ireland to pay off 
onerthkd of its national debt within fiveyears,on top 
of the £2000 miUie* annual interest on the existing, 
debt That means unprecedented tax increases and-cut-
backs i n public spending for the rest of the decade, as 
we take part ina European experiment in monetarism 
an mtmlrtiT rf refrft* tiuhfinatirial Times has termed, 
the T i w i p n i n i lamp club". 

By^«ctiag^Ueatri«ht the Irish will be saying Yes 
to a Europe of the nations, but No to the raactipMiy 
project of a federal EC superpower, dividing the worid 
with the other superpowers, that goes against the tide 
of history, deoaocracyand genuine internationalism. 

oyment, Democracy, 
lal help of al l progressive 

_ • its case. If IrishDemocrat 
r can send ^donation to An-
il Convenor 24 Crawford 
i will be gratefully acknow-

N' _ _ 
people to 
t t i i m niani 
11 ^ f fP ' v ^ f 
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MEDIA WATCH 

Punishment 
and crime 

HE ISSUE of paramilitary punishment shoot-

Tings in the north of Ireland is fraught and 
emotive. A straightforward case can be made 
that they are a barbaric form of punishment 
and, as they are carried out on people who 

have no opportunity to defend themselves or obtain 
redress, completely contrary to the principles of 
natural justice. But talk to people in the areas where 
they are carried out and they will tell you it is not as 
straightforward as that. 

However you define the conflict in the north of 
Ireland, it is clear that the normal writ of the law 
does not run in certain areas. In many Catholic com-
munities, and some Protestant ones, the police are 
treated, and behave, like an occupying army. When 
they apprehend criminals they are as likely to recruit 
them as informers as to punish them for their crimes. 
So who does the community turn to? Policing the 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ community gives the IRA 

a certain status but can 

Policing 
the 
community 
gives the 
IRA a 
certain 
status 

cause resentment. 
Republicans say that they 
come under pressure to 
take action against "anti-
social elements" and do so 
reluctantly since it dis-
tracts resources and risks 
their personnel. One ob-
vious pressure is the risk 
that such people may be 
touts. For those outside 
the movement the moral 
distinction between kill-
ing, robbing and extorting 
for a political cause or 

doing it for pe.sonal gain may be obscure. For 
republicans it is rigid and another cause for stern ac-
tion against those who stray. 

The moral ambiguities surrounding such ques-
tions was the subject of a Channel Four Despatches 
programme last month. Its opening sequence, for 
which the makers were not responsible, seemed to 
promise sensationalist moralising and irritating 
platitudes. But instead there followed a fascinating 
insight into West Belfast that is rarely shown on the 
television screens. They interviewed joy-riders and 
criminals who had been beaten and shot. They track-
ed down people forced out of the country, talked to 
community workers and the parents of offenders 
and put a Sinn Fein councillor on the spot. The an-
guish felt by the community came across strongly, 
perhaps most poignantly when a father described 
why he had asked for his own son to be shot. It was 
gripping television which forced you to question 
your own feelings. 

Sadly the standard was not maintained when the 
programme moved to Derry, where only Bishop 
Daly and the family of an alleged informer ap-
peared. We were told to take on trust that the man 
had been wrongly accused. But there really was no 
way of knowing. Another man, now living in 
Britain, who admitted passing information to the 
RUC was interviewed but the Sinn F6in councillor 
who helped rescue him after he attempted suicide 
was not. 

The programme had an "exclusive" with the men 
who took refuge in Newry Cathedral last summer. 
But its makers talked to no-one else about the affair. 
This was a real pity since it turned the documentary 
into propaganda. There was no attempt to f ind the 
people allegedly terrorised by these men or pictures 
of the beating that they are said to have inflicted * 
with metal bars. There was no probing of how the 
community from which they had been expelled felt 
or even the reason why they had been thrown out of 
Newry Cathedral. Viewers were left with the impres-
sion that Cardinal Daly was a closet Provo! 

The "peace group" which sponsored this protest 
complained about the programme on Channel Four's 
Right to Reply. That they felt the programme 
deviated from the media rule that the IRA is the sole, 
or main, problem in the north of Ireland is in itself a 
recommendation. 

• CONOR FOLEY 

L-ETTERS'TO THE EDITOR 

Defending the i 
of the Liberator 

HOW SAD that Peter Ber-
resford Ellis should have 
seen fit to attack the in-

tegrity of Daniel O'Connell in 
the March edition of the Irish 
Democrat. To have attacked 
O'Connell 's political judge-
ment (on s eve ra l counts) 
would have been reasonable; 
however it was unnecessary 
and un fa i r to set out to 
demolish the moral integrity of 
a man whose mass movement 
gave ordinary Irish people a 
sense of their own worth. That 
the Liberator was neither a 
socialist nor a revolutionary is 
well-known; he was nonethe-
less one of the most notable 
reformers of his day; and while 
Peter Berresford Ellis so grudg-
ingly a c k n o w l e d g e d his 
achievement by "giving the 
devil his due", he might HSve 
added that the campaign had 
been fought a g a i n s t over-
whelming odds, since the Peel 
government only yielded to 
emancipation under duress. 

Of course one must criticise 
O'Connell for his1 attitude to 
trade unions and the Irish lan-
guage; as well as his support 
for the monarchy. However, I 
don't know why Peter Berres-
ford Ellis labours the point that 
Catholic emancipation did not 
bring full civil rights — it was 
not intended to; it was simply 
the first major breakthrough. 
The franchise and land rights 
were quite different and com-
plex issues which could not 
possibly h a v e been incor-
porated into the emancipation 

campaign. If one rules out 
revolution (which OConnell 
did) then reform could only be 
won piecemeal. 

I cannot agree with Peter 
Berresford Ellis that the only 
achievements for which O'-
Connell deserves the title of 
"Libera tor" were Catholic 
Emancipation and ending the 
liability of Catholics for tithes 
to the Anglican Church. One 
very important achievement of 
O'Connell's that has been con-
s i s ten t ly over looked by 
historians is that of law reform, 
which h e himself believed 
helped him to win Catholic 
Emancipation. Writing to a 
parliamentary colleague, he 
asked: "Help me to do this and 
you have already helped me to 
emancipate the Catholics." O'-
Connell also espoused any 
n u m b e r of l iberal and 
humanitarian causes overseas, 
including the emancipation of 
negro slaves and ending the 
civil rights violations of the 
aboriginal peoples in Australia 
and New Zealand. But with lit-
tle understanding of industrial 
conditions in England, he did 
not appear to appreciate that 
many Engl ish workers 
laboured in conditions only 
marginally better than those of 
negro slaves. 

Having recently examined 
some of O 'Conne l l ' s cor-
respondence, I am beginning 
to understand that his opposi-
tion to trade unions was out of 
a concern for their legal posi-
tion rather than opposition to 

the rights of workers organis-
ing per se. In 1824, the 
Combinations Act had been 
abolished, thus making unions 
legal. However, this was fol-
l owed bv such a spate of 
industrial unrest that in 1825 
the government brought in an 
Amending Act imposing so 
many restrictions that virtually 
all normal trade union activity 
cou ld be d e e m e d illegal. 
Unions sometimes contacted 
O'Connel l for legal advice 
regarding their rules and he in 
turn appealed in 1831 for sup-
port for his cause. But he began 
to worry that any association 
with union agitation might 
jeopardise his repeal move-
ment, and by 1834 we find him 
describing industrial relations 
as "a purely English quarrel". 

We should not fall into the 
trap of accepting ground rules 
put forward by revisionist his-
to r i ans . W h y bother 
a t t e m p t i n g to ana lyse the 
credentials of this or that his-
torical figure put forward by 
them as "alternatives to Tone 
or Connolly"? Our history is 
rich and diverse and, while we 
may criticise any of the major 
players who took us down the 
long road towards democracy, 
we need not repudiate any part 
of it. Tone, O'Connell , the 
Young Irelanders , Parnell, 
Pearse, Larkin and Connolly 
each made their own contribu-
tion to the cause of liberty. 

Yvonne Hart 
London 

Heroic deflation 
EARLY in February I attended 
a lecture by Dr Brendan Brad-
shaw on the revisionist school 
of Irish history that he gave at 
the Soar Valley seminar on 
Irish studies. He made three 
main objections against the ob-
jectivity that these apologists 
for colonialism claim for them-
selves. One of those objections 
he described as "deflation", 
that being the process of at-
tempting to belittle the hero 
figures of Irish nationalism. 

In fact t ha t deflationary 
process has a complementary 
process of in f la t ion . Joht t 
Redmond's tu rn will come, 
maybe, but in the meantime 
there has been a stream of 
books seeking to refurbish the . 
tarnished image of Dan O'-
Connell. The Anonn is Aruill 
feature on O'Connell in your 
March edition was therefore 
very apposite. It can be noted 
that an attempt has been made 
to i n s t i t u t i ona l i s e the O ' -
Connell industry by setting up 
an a n n u a l O 'Connel l 
workshop at Catherdaniel , 
near D e r r y n a n e . The 
workshop w a s inaugurated 
last October. One of its spon-
sors was Gerry Collins, at that 
time Minister for External Af-
fa i rs . This s p o n s o r s h i p 
exemplifies the degeneration 
of Fianna Fiil which used to 
claim to be a "slightly constitu-
tional party"! 

PddraigO'Conchuir 
London 

Devoted champion of progress 
BOBBIE 
HEATLEY pays 
tribute to former 
CA president Joe 
Deighan 

THE death took place in 
Belfast on S u n d a y 22 
March of Seosamh O'-

Diochon (Joe Deighan) who 
was president of the Connolly 
Association in the late 1960s 
when he was res ident in 
England. With the demise of 
Joe, the progressive move-
ment, labour and republican, 
has lost a devoted champion 
who devoted his life to the 
promoti9on of its cause. Joe 
was also a lifelong devotee of 
the Irish language and litera-
ture in Gaelic. He is remem-
bered in Belfast for his work in 

helping to found Cumann 
Cluainard in Hawthorn Street. 

He began his life as a young 
athlete on the Falls Road and, 
despite being overcome by ill-
ness one year ago, he remained 
a fine figure of a man. He 
started out as a Gaelic foot-
bal ler bu t , r equ i r ing the 
finance to pursue his studies as 
a pharmacist , he became a 
part-time soccer professional, 
playing for Linfield Swiss, 
Bangor and Distillery. His 
career wi th the Swiss ter-
minated abruptly when, at a 
social function following a 
match against Ballyclere Com-
rades, Joe refused to stand for 
"the King". 

He qualified as a phar-
macist. It was dur ing this 
period of his life that he met 
Malachy Gray, the well-
known Belfast labour 
movement activist.Malachy 
introduced him to the works of 
James Connolly. From that 
point onwards, the course of 
his life was determined. The 

discovery of Connolly was also 
an event that was to cause him 
to emigrate to England. 

At the time, prior to the ad-
vent of the multiples, chemists' 
shops in the north of Ireland 
were sole trading enterprises 
and Joe, having become an ac-
t ivist in the shopworkers ' 
union USDAW, became stig-
matised. Personal face-to-face 
relationships with employers 
who were themselves subject 
to "red scare" pressures were 
difficult. Joe was not then able 
to set up his own business and 
he was persona non grata. 

In Manchester, he became 
the leading activist in the CA. 
He worked tirelessly to ex-
pand sale of the Democrat, and 
set u p a network of relation-
ships with the British labour 
movement. He succeeded in 
both these aims and he en-
couraged such as Stan Orme 
and Eric Heffer to become in-
terested in the Anglo-Irish 
question. It was not Joe 's fault 
that Orme turned out to be 

such a disappointment after-
w a r d s w h e n h e became a 
member of Labour 's Direct 
Rule team at Stormont Castle. 
During his Manchester days, 
Joe became a much respected 
member of the city's trades 
council which was an influen-
tial organisation. 

He returned to Belfast with 
his wife Dorothy at the height 
of the civil rights agitation in 
1969. He was elected to the ex-
ecutive committee of NICRA 
and worked indefatigably in 
the anti-internment campaign. 
A f o r m i d a b l e p la t fo rm 
speaker, he spoke at indoor 
and outdoor meetings all over 
the Six Counties. He was a 
familiar figure clad in his old 
"duncher" (flat cap), which, 
his friends would joke, was 
worn for disguise, cameras of 
all kinds being often present. 

Despi te t h e disappoint-
ments occasioned by events in 
Russia and Eastern Europe, Joe 
remained a loyal member of 
the C o m m u n i s t Par ty of 

PETER 
MULLIGAN 
explains the vital 
importance of the 
Uemocrafs 
dissenting voice 
inBritain 

CA N YOU hear me 
Mother? No, not you. L 
m e a n Bri tannia the 

Mother of the free. Can you 
heat me? 

There is no reply and I am 
not' surprised. For some time 
now the Irish have been shout-
ing for Britannia to restore 
justice and leave Ireland. But 
instead Britannia has sent in 
more armed squaddies and 

passed laws that would make 
it easier for the police to use the 
strength of the state to terrorise 
and silence the Irish in North-
e r n I r e l and a n d the I r ish 
community inlMtain. 

The Britislfmiedia likewise 
ignored Irish pleas for freedom 
f r o m colonia l i sm a n d 
racialism. We all cried out at 
the continued injustice but 
Britannia acted as if she were 
deaf. 

I say "Britannia the Mother 
of the free" with some reserva-
tion, for there has been, for 
some time now, some doubt 
about the free bit. Likewise the 
rule&ihe ^ v e s j r a r t . -Perhaps 
"Mother of invent ion" or 
"Mother of convention" or bet-
ter still "Mother of empire". 
That at least would put it in the 
historical context and we could 
t h e n a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
philosophy that motivates this 
deafness to cries for justices. 
Britannia has lost an empire 
and failed to find a role. 

Now if Britannia and the 
British media ignore our pleas 
and our arguments for justice 
here and in Northern Ireland 
what can we do about it? Some 
have tried to talk to Britannia^ 
and to p r e sen t their case* 
through the British media . 
They were ridiculed and their 
arguments ignored. They tried 
h a r d e r . Books, v i d e o s , 
newspapers were produced to 
educate the British peop le 
about what is happening in 
Ireland and to ask for their 
help in resolving the problems 
of this fag-end of empire. There 
was a glimmer of awakening. 
Some people were beginning 
to ask awkward questions. 

Now what did Britannia 
do? Britannia passed a law 
saying such talk must not be 
heard on TV or radio and all 
her loyal subjects complied 
and indeed there was less talk 
of in jus t i ce in N o r t h e r n 
Ireland, and what little talk 
there was; was by loyal people 

• 

Ireland. He was convinced that 
the endemic anti-humanism of 
capitalism and imperialism 
would reveal itself to people in 
due Coursie as it created, rather 
than- solved, the ever-mount-
ing " p r o b l e m s of the 
c o n t e m p o r a r y wor ld . 
Soc ia l i sm, shorn of the 
b lemishes at taching to the 
failed variety, would be back. 

A founder member of the 
C a m p a i g n for Democracy 
b u n d l e d in Belfast in 1988, Joe 
channelled the last four years 
of h i s political energy into 
making this organisation suc-
ceed. H i s absence (physical 
only) will be felt particularly 
acutely by the members of the 
committee of the Campaign for 
Democracy. 

The funeral ceremony took 
place at Roselawn Cemetery 
where eulogies were delivered 
to a gathering of Joe's friends, 
personal , political and cul-
tural, by the Rev Brian Daly, 
the family priest, Michael O -
Riordan of the CPI and Kevin ; 

McCorry of the Campaign for 
Democracy. 

Michael Clifford 
IT IS with sadness that we 
report the loss of Michael Clif-
ford, who died at the age of 52 
when a trench he was working 
on fell in on top of him.. 

Mick, as h e w/fs affec-
t ionate ly k n o V in 
Northampton, was active in 
every aspect of Irish activities 
in the town. Chair of the Irish 
Centre, he was also active in 
Comhaltas circles. 

In the early 1970s, Mick, 
w i t h Donall MacAmhlaigh 
and a couple of stalwarts in the 
town, set up a branch pf ihe 
Northern Ireland Civil Rig' ,ts 
Association and held weekly 
ceilis in the Guildhall, much to 
the consternation of confused 
locals. They raised hundreds of 
pounds for NJCRA. 

A former garda, Mick was 
capable of handling the petty 

harassment that the British 
police reserve for the Irish. His 
cool manner and quick wit put 
many a patronising bobby in 
his place. 

Michael Cl i f ford w a s a 
founda t ion member of t h e 
Northampton branch of the 
Connolly Association, and w e 
will r emember him for his 
humanity and his enthusiasm 
for life and Irish freedom. May 

I the sod rest lightly on his rest-
1 • in Aghadoe , 

Mary and family. PM 

Hannah 
Fletcher 
The Connol ly Associat ion 
mourns the death of Hannah 
Fletcher, a loyal and .valued 
member of o u r Glasgow 
branch for some years. We «x-

to her husband tend sympathy t 
uonaia. 

Indeed her loyal subjects 
w e n t fu r the r in the i r en-
thusiasm and included any 
discussion of any Irish subject 
that might present Britannia in 
a .bad light. For that was what 
the law amounted to, they 
cried. No discussion of the 
state terrorism meted out to the 
dissidents in Northern Ireland. 
No discussion of the harass-
ment of the Irish in Britain. No 
sympathetic discussion of the 
cases of the Guildford Four or 
the Birmingham Six or any 
other Irish people arrested or 
detained under the Prevention 
of Terrorism [by civilians] Act. 
Tp discuss Ireland or the Irish 
became a taboo subject and the 
loyal journalists went to the 
film archives and started to 
delete any reference to the 
main leaders of dissent in 
Ireland. For Ireland and the 
Irish it was indeed beyond 
1984. 

Accordingly journalists be*, ̂  
came lazy and ind i f f e ren t 
about events in Ireland and 
wai ted p a t i e n t l y for 
Britannia's government and 
army information handouts 
which they then wrote in their 
own style from The Times to The 
Sun. 

And it soon became natural 
for all section of the media to 
see themselves as the mouth-
piece of the state. To repeat 
State propaganda and ridicule 
any dissent. Realpolitik was 
and is the order of the day — 
each powerful nation's selfish 
pol i t ical , mi l i t a ry and 
economic considerations al-
ways take precedence over 
morality. But now Britannia 
said: "you've gone too far" and 
cloaked her face in shame. 

Must this a lways be the 
case? Certainly not. 'And it is 
the dissidents who will ensure 
that right triumphs over might 
and injustice. We are dissi-
dents and our paper is the 
voice of dissent. Now more 
than ever there is a need for the 
Irish Democrat. Join u s in the 
campaign to tell the British 
people what is happening in 
the i r n a m e in N o r t h e r n 
Ireland. We have found when 
they under stand they support 
our call to end this t regk farce 
of Britannia 's history. End 
Britain's shame. Take the first 
step now—join t n & m ^ 

"GERRY ADAMS, MP for West Belfast, said his 
party had a right to be involved in dialogue, and 
was prepared to talk to anyone without any 
preconditions- 'The Brltlah Government has 
talked to republicans In the past. It will do so, It Is 
my confident belief, again. The only thing in 
question Is when, and under what conditions, 
such dialogue will take place.' Mr Adams 
dismissed the Brooke talks about talks as 'a 
serialised saga of the politics of pretence scripted 
to produce an illusion of movement.... Unionism 
Is narrow and divisive and sectarian and 
conservative. Our people, the Protestant people, 
deserve better.'" He also condemned the Irish 
government for not giving a lead. Independent on 
Sunday 

EMBARRASSING THE GOVERNMEN 
IRA'S aim is to embarrass the government 
without the propaganda drawback of killing 
civilians. Bombings and killings, however great 
public anger, effect only small numbers and do 
not create Inordinate pressure on the govern-
ment — particularly If targeta are 'military' In IRA 
terms." The Independent 

When the Defence 
secretaryannouncealast July that the UDR 
would be disbanded and army personnel merged 
with another British regiment with an Irish title, 
the Royal Irish Rangers, British Army HQ at Us-
burn Issued an information release to the press 
stating that over 30 per cent of the Royal Irish 
gangers were Catholic Irish. The British press 
duly reported. The Northern Ireland Office now 
state that is In incorrect and the figure should be 
6 per cent. In war, the first casualty is truth. NB: 
Unlike other British regiments, the UDR owes it 
Existence to a 1969 Act of Parliament which was 
subsequently amended in 1973 to allow women 
to serve. Will this be used for political backtrack-
ing? The Guardian 

TORY ACROSS THE MERSEY T h e man who 
Established Tory rule in Liverpool was Sir Ar-
chibald Salvidge, PC, KBf, JP (1863-1928). He it 
Was who divided the workers and set up the 
Liverpool Workingmen's Conservative Associa-
tion. He could well afford it as he was the owner 
of Bents Brewery (now Bass) and he was duly 
rewarded with Tory honours. When he died he 
lift control to the chair of his brewery, Sir 
*niomas White. The city was dominated for a 
further 30 yeau by a high Tory Council and it was 
ohly when Labour gained control that central 
gbvernment Isolated the Labour Council by not 
directing Investments that went easy to 
Manchester and even' Birmingham by com-
parison. The Liverpool people are politically 
aware and will see beyond the current media 
hype to put down the great city of Liverpool. 

g B f f l g B B g g g g g "I'm going to try as hard as I 
catTBulrmveryyoung and If It goes wrong I can 
always do something else." John Major. The 
sooner the better, we say. 

in | l jggj | j jQ2!jj2Q9Q "Sunday's ambush of 
roiKTHAT^uKMnDnngs the total killed to 14 
since April 1990. This compares to an average of 
13 Judicial executions carried out annually in the 
early 1950s. Friends of the desth penalty will be 
pleased to see It Is alive and well In Northern 
Ireland and administered so Impartially by the 
army and the police. After all. three of the 14 were 
not Republican suspects." Zeitgeist, The Guar-
dian 

irtdHlMMUriwa The Irish government has an-
nounced that no opinion polle will be allowed 
seven days prior to ail elections and referendums 
because they can be uaed to away voters. 

i t . 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
P E E P S H OW 

Peace in 
our time 
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INSIGHT 

Ireland's abortion 
debacle leaves 
politicians in a 
pickle 
The Dublin 
establishment has 
unwittingly 
thrown the 
outcome of the 
Maastricht 
referendum into 
serious doubt by 
allowing a young 
rape victim to 
travel to England 
for an abortion 
explains 
ANTHONY 
COUGHLAN 

IRELAND'S abortion ban, 
the country's constitution-
al r e f e r e n d u m on the 
ra t i f i ca t ion of the 
Maast r icht Treaty and 

Brussels' carefully laid plans 
for a new Superpower 
European Union are now 
thrown together in a political 
witches brew following the 
' .ish SupremeCourt's decision 
on the recent abortion case, 
known in Dublin legal circles 
as "Attorney-General versus 
X". 

"X" is a young rape victim 
whose parents consulted the 
police about an alleged rape, 
indicating that their daughter 
intended going to Britain for 
an abortion to terminate her 
pregnancy. The police con-
sulted the Attorney-General, 
who judged that he had no op-
tion but to seek to prevent her 
travelling abroad fora purpose 
which in Irish law is totally il-
legal. He secured an injunction 
p r e v e n t i n g "X" going to 
Britain, which the High Court 
then upheld, but which was 
o v e r t u r n e d by a majori ty 
judgement of the Supreme 
Court The Supreme Court 
said "X" could travel, but the 

reasons for their judgement 
sent a torpedo through the 
Irish Constitutional Article 
40.3.3, adopted by referendum 
of the people in 1983, that for-
bids abortion in the Irish State. 

This constitutional Article 
recognises "the right to life of 
the unborn" and pledges the 
state to safeguard that right by 
its laws "as far as practicable", 
with equal regard to the right 
to life of the mother. Up to now 
everyone took this to mean 
that legal abortion is constitu-
tionally outlawed in Ireland 
except in cases whe re the 
mother's physical life might be 
threatened by an ectopic or 
cancerous pregnancy, when 
the foe tus may legal ly be 
sacrificed in order to prevent 
the mother 's death. But the 
Supreme Court decided that in 
the "X" case the mother's life 
was endangered by her threat 
to commit suicide if she was 
not permitted to terminate her 
pregnancy. The court decided 
that this threat justified per-
mitting her to have an abortion 
if she wanted to travel to 
Britain for that purpose. On 
that reasoning they lifted the 
in junc t ion and the y o u n g 
woman is understood to have 
s u b s e q u e n t l y abor ted the 
foetus in a British clinic. 

As the old Irish legal tag 
goes, the Constitution means 
what the Supreme Court says 
it means. It must also be inter-
preted in the present tense. So 
on the face of it the "X" case 
judgement seems overnight to 
shift Ireland from being a 
country where there is the 
strictest possible ban on abor-
tion to one of having — at least 
in some respects — the most 
l iberal abor t ion l aws in 
Europe. For the logic of the 
Supreme Court judgement is 
that a woman need only say 
that she intends to commit 
suicide to entitle her to have a 
legal abor t ion. M o r e o v e r 
anyone else may legally carry 
out an abortion at any time 
during a pregnancy{on the plea 
that they believed in good faith 
that the mother's life was en-
dangered by her threa t of 
suicide if-the pregnancy con-
tinued. 

The judges of the Supreme 
Cour t round ly t icked off 

Ireland's politicians for not 
legislating on the application 
of the constitutional amend-
ment since it was originally 
adopted in 1983. And they 
threw in for good measure 
another political time-bomb 
for the Irish Government by 
stating that, a l though they 
lifted the travel injunction in 
the "X" case, the Courts did 
have the power to prevent 
people going abroad for an 
abortion if health or social 
reasons were the reasons for 
travelling rather than what 
had to do with preserving the 
woman's actual life. They thus 
served notice that there was no 
absolute constitutional right to 
travel abroad under either 
Irish or European law. 

The 
Maastricht 
protocol 
That impinges significantly on 
Brussels. For European law 
and the "European Union" 
proposed at Maastricht makes 
everyone legally "European 
citizens" for the first time, in 
addition to being citizens of 
their own country. Brussels 
and the EC Court have their 
own code of f u n d a m e n t a l 
rights, which override national 
law in case of conflict. It is be-
cause of this that those cynical 
Irish poli t icians, Messrs 
Haughey and Collins, inserted 
a protocol or addendum to the 
Maastricht Treaty last Decem-
ber reserving Ireland's special 
pos i t ion on abor t ion and 
protecting the relevant Irish 
constitutional Article from in-
terference by the EC Court. The 
protocol stated: "Nothing in 
the Treaty on European Union 
or in the Treaties establishing 
the European Communities, or 
in the Treaties or Acts modify-
ing or supplementing those 
Treaties, shall affect the ap-
plication in Ireland of Article 
40.3.3. of the Constitution of 
Ireland." 

But now, because of the "X 
"case, the country's constitu-
tional position on abortion is 

significantly different from 
what it was generally before 
then taken to be. Messrs 
Haughey and Collins' half-
baked protocol, which they 
inserted without an iota of 
public discussion or consult-
a t ion — and which the 
Europeans accepted without 
difficulty as a sop to Ireland's 
special sensibilities in this area 
— has blown up in the face of 
the new Irish government led 
by Taoiseach Reynolds and 
Foreign Minister Andrews. 

The irony is that the 
protocol which was inserted to 
appease fundamentalist "Pro-
Life" opinion in the Fianna F3il 
Party looks like alienating 
liberal, "pro-choice" opinion 
instead. For the liberals are in-
dignant at the threat to the 
right to travel and they also 
want recognition of a "right to 
information" in Ireland about 
European abortion services. 
For abortion is legally a "ser-
vice" throughout the rest of the 
EEC and there have been 
severa l con ten t ious cour t 
j u d g e m e n t s in I re land in 
recent years, based on the 
constitution's abortion article, 
which have restricted the ad-
vertising of foreign abortion 
services or the provision of 
abortion counselling in clinics. 

And so Messrs Reynolds 
and Andrews have set out to 
get the eleven other EC States 
to agree to alter the Ir ish 
protocol, although the Treaty 
was signed in early February 
and it has been sent off for 
ratification to all the other 
Member States. They want an 
addendum to the protocol to 
read: "This Protocol shall not 
limit freedom to travel be-
tween Member States or to 
obtain, in Ireland, information 
relating to services lawfully 
available in Member States." 

Of course, the treat cannot 
come into force anywhere un-
less it is ratified by all. If it is 
rejected in Ireland or any other 
State the treaty falls and the 
en t i r e "European Union" 
scheme is scuppered. Thus 
g r ea t issues hang on the 
ratification process in each 
country. They are especially 
important in Ireland and Den-
mark , where the ord inary 
people have the f;.ial say. 
Everywhere else a parliamen-

I HAUGHEY: it's his protocol 

tary major i ty su f f i ces for 
ratification. 

Luckily for the Irish govern-
ment no state has ratified the 
treaty yet, as otherwise not a jot 
or tittle of it could be changed 
The trouble is that in countries 
other than Ireland the more 
people learn about Maastricht 
and "European Union", the 
more concerned and alarmed 
they are becoming. This is 
especially the case in Ger-
many, where the penny has 
dropped with public opinion 
that if "European Union" goes 
through there will be an end to 
the precious Deutschmark in a 
few short years. It has been 
said that for the Germans their 
one major achievement in this 
century of Kaiser Wilhelm, 
Hitler and Auschwitz is the 
Deutschmark, symbol of a 
mighty and p r o s p e r o u s 
economy. Now Messrs Kohl 
and Genscher, without any 
more public discussion about 
the signif icance of the 
Maastricht Treaty than the 
poli t icians p e r m i t t e d in 
Ireland, have agreed that the 
D-Mark should be replaced by 
a new currency, a thing called 
the "ecu" — to German ears, a 
horr ible F rench - sound ing 
word at that — which 
Maastricht ordains is to be-
come the common currency of 
the proposed "European 
Union" by January 1999 at the 
latest. And to add to German 
public indignation, Jacques 
Delors and the Brussels Com-
mission — those "technocrats 
without a country, responsible 
to no one", as Charles De 
Gaulle once called them — 
seem to expect that Germany, 
which is at present groaning 
under the economic burden of 
preventing total collapse in the 
former GDR, will shell out 
large sums of money to the 
poorer EC states to subsidise 
them as they bear the strains of 
making their currencies as 
strong as the D-Mark over the 
next few years, in order to 
p repare for E u r o p e a n 
Monetary Union at the end of 
the decade. Not surprisingly, 
German public opinion is in 
revolt agains t European 
Economic and Monetary 
Union and the whole 
Maastricht federal project as 
these facts sink home. In the 

light of this more and mote 
people think the EMU project 
is inevitably doomed because 
poli t ical ly imposs ib le , ir-
respect ive of w h e t h e r the 
Maastricht Treaty is ratified. 

Bishops' 
condemnation 
In Denmark, whose referen-
dum on Maastricht is fixed for 
2 June, people say that they 
would like to revise the Danish 
protocol relating to foreigners 
buying second,homes in their 
country, if the Irish are per-
mitted to alter theirs. And 
there are 15 other protocols — 
some containing vitally impor-
tant material of interest to 
many countries. For example, 
the statute of the proposed 
European Central Bank is con-
tained in a protocol. 

Quite a lot of people in fact, 
all over Europe, would be ab-
solutely de l ighted if 
Maastricht could be destroyed 
by this whole protocol affair: 
And they would doubtless be 
quite happy also to put the 
blame on Ireland and have its 
special problems with abortion 
as a h a n d y p re t ex t . 
Meanwhile, the Brussels Com-
mission and the Eurocrats, 
who h o p e to run the 
"European Union" show, are 
aghast at the can of worms the 
Irish protocol business has 
opened up. They would like 
Ireland to w i t h d r a w the 
protocol altogether rather than 
create a precedent for others 
trying to raise issues of special 
interest to them, so possibly 
reopening the whole treaty for 
renegotiation. But if the Irish 
government agrees to that they 
give ultimate jurisdiction over 
all I r e l a n d ' s f u n d a m e n t a l 
rights to the European Court 
and European law. Not only 
would that affect the abortion 
position, but quite a lot of 
people these days are becom-
ing genuinely concerned that 
the way things are going in 
Western Europe today, with its 
ageing population, a "right to 
euthanasia" could in time be-
come generalised throughout 
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>: wants new protocol 

t h e EEC t h r o u g h the 
jurisprudence of the EC Court 
of Justice, and sending aged 
relatives to other EC countries 
f o r e u t h a n a s i a "se rv ices" 
could become a legal entitle-
ment in European law. 

The Irish Catholic hierarchy 
has condemned the Supreme 
Court judgement for permit-
ting abortion in certain cases. 
This will in t ime open the 
floodgates to universal abor-
tion on demand in Ireland, say 
the Irish Bishops, pointing to 
t h e expe r i ence of o the r 
countries. Outraged Pro-Life 
opinion in the Fianna Fail 
party and more widely is al-
ready demanding thatanother 
constitutional referendum be 
held to dose the loophole the 
Supreme Court judgement has 
opened. It is probable that 
Fianna F4il, the majority party 
in government, will have to 
concede th is , t h o u g h the 
party's top politicians are most 
reluctant. If they do not, Pro-
Life supporters will be inclined 
to vote against the Maastricht 
Treaty, for they are now dis-
sa t i s f ied w i t h the 
cons t i tu t iona l a r t i c l e the 
Maastricht protocol purports 
to protect. 

On the other hand, if the 
g o v e r n m e n t d o e s concede 
another abortion referendum, 
it will cause division between 
Fianna Fiil and its Progressive 
Democrat partners in Dublin's 
coalition government , who 
lean to the pro-choice side on 
the issue. The Irish opposition 
parties, Labour and Fine Gael, 
also lean to the liberal side. So 
another bitter and divisive 
r e fe rendum on abort ion is 
quite likely in Ireland between 
n o w and t h e Maas t r ich t 
referendum that is also neces-
sary. The lat ter , originally 
scheduled for June, looks like-
ly now to be put back to July. 
Possibly it will not be held until 
much later in the year , as 
I re land 's pol i t ic ians tussle 
with their abortion problem. 
Meanwhile the Republic's un-
employment problem heads 
for the 300,000 mark — one-
quarter of the labour force in 
the state — as the politicians 
d a r e to a d v o c a t e the 
Maastricht Monetary Union 
scheme tha t wi l l certainly 
make the country's unemploy-

ment and emigration much 
worse. 

A special Irish constitution-
al referendum on abortion will 
in turn impinge on Maastricht, 
for the losing side in such a 
referendum will transfer their 
ire to the protocol that seeks to 
copperfas ten and preserve 
from European law whatever 
the constitutional position on 
abortion then may be. 

Contemptible 
crê Â  •• jjc'-. 

Thus the rather contemptible 
crew of party politicians who 
rule the Republic have got a 
right mess on their hands. The 
ideal situation from the point 
of view of democrats opposed 
to "European Union" would 
be if I r e l a n d ' s "Pro-Life" 
people voted " N o " in the 
Maastricht referendum for one 
set of reasons and the "pro-
choice" people voted "No" for 
another set. That would mean 
the entire reactionary project 
would be scuppered once and 
for all, to Ireland's benefit and 
that of all of Europe's peoples. 

That conjuncture may be 
too good to happen, but one 
way or another it is now vir-
tua l ly inev i t ab le t h a t the 
Republ ic ' s r e f e r e n d u m on 
"European Union" will be in-
terwoven with the abortion 
question, which threatens to 
become a "loose cannon" out-
s ide t h e con t ro l of the 
country's party politicians. Of 
cou r se th is d e v e l o p m e n t 
threatens to distract attention 
from all the other huge issues 
invo lved . The Maas t r ich t 
Treaty is 100 pages long and 
contains several hundred new 
or amended articles to the ex-
isting EC treaties. Ireland's 
abortion controversy relates to 
a one-sen tence a p p e n d e d 
protocol. That puts all the 
greater responsibility on the 
fo rces of democracy and 
progress in Ireland to make 
sure that these other issues are 
not lost sight of in the coming 
m o n t h s , bu t a r e b rought 
vigorously to the fore in the 
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Six women hold a 
woman pinned 

on the f l o o r . . . 
The Northern 
Ireland Office is 
turning a blind 
eye to the 
violation of 
women's rights 
in Maghaberry 
jail, argues 
IRENE 
SHERRY 

INCE stripsearching of 
women prisoners was 
introduced in Armagh 

prison in 1982, the practice 
has been used as another 
method of repression in an 
attempt to demoralise and 
weaken women prisoners. 

The Northern Ireland Of-
f i c e and t h e p r i s o n 
administration have consis-
t e n t l y i gno red 
recommendations from in-
d e p e n d e n t doc to r s t ha t 
s t r ipsearch ing should be 
e n d e d b e c a u s e of the 
psychological effect it has 
o n w o m e n . C o n s u l t a n t 
psychiatrist Derek Russell-
D a v i s s a i d tha t 
"stripsearching must stop 
be fo re las t ing damage is 
done to the women whose 
bodies are continually being 
v io la ted ." Professor Ivor 
Browne of University Col-
lege D u b l i n ' s psychiatry 
department, w h o has also 
c o n s t a n t l y s p o k e n out 
against stripsearching, says 
it is "a rather violent proce-
d u r e and a t r e m e n d o u s 
i n t r u s i o n o n a h u m a n 
b e i n g " . H e s ays he has 
spoken to severa l of the 
women who've undergone 
th is procedure and there 
doesn't even seem to be a 
reasonable security purpose 
for doing i t 

Stripsearching was intro-
duced on the pretext of a 
trivial ihdden t in October 
1982 when two young of-
f e n d e r s b e i n g he ld on 
remand for non-political of-
fences were caught taking 
two keys into the jail as a 
p r a n k a f t e r a cour t ap-
pearance. The keys were 
found during a normal "rub 
down " search after the RUC 
contacted the prison. 

In the beginning, strip-
searching mainly affected 

remand pr isoners as they 
were stripsearched before 
and after each remand or 
court appearance. Sentenced 
prisoners were subjected to 
the procedure any time they 
had to l e a v e or re-enter 
prison on inter-prison visits, 
hospital visi ts or compas-
sionate paro les . Pregnant 
women and Women who 
were menst ruat ing had to 
undergo strip searches and 
one woman returning from 
hospital after suffering the 
trauma of a miscarriage had 
to endure a stripsearch. 

In the early stages, the 
women s t r o n g l y resisted 
any attempt to stripsearch 
them, wh ich led to them 
being fo rc ib ly restrained 
and their clothes being torn 
off. Catherine Moore was in-
j u r ed d u r i n g one such 
assault when a towel was 
forced over her eyes and her 
clothes torn off . She later 
suffered severe disciplinary 
m e a s u r e s on charges 
brought against her for as-
s au l t i ng t h e warde r s 
involved. 

The l a t e Card ina l 
O ' F i i c h a p p e a l e d to the. 
British government just four 
days before the opening of 
Maghaberry to "end this ob-
jectionable practice" and to 
base the n e w regime on "a 
system more ful ly in accord 
with human dignity". 

On 18 March 1986, the 
women were moved from 
Armagh to t h e new high 
security prison Maghaberry. 
In the f i r s t m o n t h a f t e r 
being transferred, 17 strip 
searches were carried out on 
r emand p r i s o n e r s which 
rose to 210 at the end of six 
months despite the fact that 
Maghaberry cost £30 million 
to build and a further £5 mil-
lion was spent on security 
measures. 

Accounts f rom prisoners 
paint a very disturbing pic-
ture of h o w strip searches 
are carried out and the ef-
fects they have upon them. 

"A prisoner is brought to 
a cubicle in the reception 
area and told to remove her 
clothes and hand them to the 
warders w h o thoroughly ex-
amine each item. Cynical 
comments are made about 
the women ' s clothing and 
her b o d y . M e n s t r u a t i n g 
women are forced to remove 
their sanitary protection for 
inspection. 

"The p r i s o n e r is then 
visually scrutinised. They 
are ordered to turn round 
while the i r backs are ex-
amined and the warder runs 
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he r f i n g e r s t h r o u g h the 
prisoner's hair. The palms of 
their hands are turned over 
for inspection and their legs 
are lifted to inspect the soles 
of their feet . If a woman 
re fuses to comply with a 
strip search she can have her 
clothes forcibly removed by 
up to 15 prison warders and 
then the prisoner can be 
charged with assault and put 
in solitary confinement." 

The NIO claim that strip 
searches are carried out with 
sensitivity. But in a state-
m e n t to an i n d e p e n d e n t 
p u b l i c t r i b u n a l , w o m e n 
p r i s o n e r s s t rongly con-
tradicted this: "What kind of 
s e n s i t i v i t y is d i s p l a y e d 
when one is ordered to strip 
completely naked in a hos-
tile atmosphere and in the 
presence of equally hostile 
jailers? How sensitively can 
one order another to comply 
to a frontal and rear visual 
inspection of their naked 
bodies?" 

A disturbing new trend 
w a s n o t e d by w o m e n 
prisoners when two were 
stripsearched after visits — 
which had not previously 
happened — when prison 
staff alleged that they had 
" s e e n s o m e t h i n g " b e i n g 
passed. On the basis of these 
fabrications, strip searches 
were sanctioned and when 
the women voiced their con-
cern at t h i s sinister n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t a f t e rwards , 
t h e i r p r o t e s t s were dis-
missed. 

P a u l i n e Qu inn w a s 
re turning from a compas-
sionate visit when she was 
called into reception on 26 
April 1991. This was a very 
harrowing time for Pauline 
as her grandfather had just 
been buried that morning 
and previously on Sunday 3 
March, her brother John and 
three friends, Dwayne O'-
Donnell, Malcolm Nugent 
and Tommy Armstrong had 
been brutally gunned down 
by loyalist paramili taries 
outside Boyle's pub in Cap-
pagh, Co Tyrone. 

On arrival at reception, 
Pauline was told she would 
be stripsearched. She asked 
to see the governor in an at-
tempt to ascertain the reason 
w h y the s t r ipsearch w a s 
being carried out but her re-
quest was refused. Pauline 
was then locked in a small 
room inside reception. She 
stood with her hands on the 
bars at the window to try 
and protect herself. At this 
point she was set upon by 
e igh t sc rews . She w a s 

dragged to the floor, her 
clothes forcibly removed 
and she was pinned down 
naked on the floor. The so-
ca l led m e d i c a l o f f i c e r 
removed a sanitary towel 
from Pauline, took it aside 
and searched it. At this stage 
Pauline was still on the floor 
and extremely distressed be-
cause the screws involved 
had verbally and physically 
abused her and stripped her 
naked. The medical officer 
told Pauline to open her legs 
which she refused to do, 
f ee l i ng pa r t i cu l a r l y dis-
gusted at the suggestion. 
The o f f i c e r then o p e n e d 
Pauline's legs herself and 
searched between them and 
then o r d e r e d the o t h e r 
screws to "turn her over", 
parted the cheeks of her be-
hind and searched her anus. 
The other women on thew 
wings could hear Pauline's 
screams and shouts but were 
unable to assist her. 

Pau l ine was na tu ra l ly 
very d i s t ressed , vomi ted 
throughout the evening, and 
had to receive medicatidn 
from the doctor to each the 
pain and try and relax her. 

After this brutal attack, 
she made a compliant via the 
prison governor and was 
told an inquiry would take 
place and that the outcome 
would be made fully known 
to her. On this basis, Pauline 
co-operated fully with the 
invest igat ion which took 
place on 2 May 1991. Since 
the investigation, she has 
been told that the result of 
the inquiry will not be made 
known to her. 

The w o m e n in 
M a g h a b e r r y jai l now 
believe there was a total 
cover-up in the inquiry and 
that the NIO and the jail ad-
ministration never intended 
to hold an impartial inves-
tigation. 

Pauline participated in 
the i n q u i r y because she 
d i d n ' t w a n t any o t h e r 
woman prisoner to be sub-
jected to such degrad ing 
treatment again. The refusal 
of the prison authorities to 
issue the result of the inves-
t iga t ion f u r t h e r 
d e m o n s t r a t e s tha t the 
British administration will 
go to any lengths to repress 
republican prisoners. 

S t r ip sea rch ing h a s n ' t 
generated such a tense at-
mosphere of hostility in the 
prison since the early 1980s. 
It is now quite apparent that 
the NIO are prepared to let 
this situation continue and 
indeed worsen. 
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Somewhere between King Lear and Citizen Kane 
David Granville 
Parnell: A Memoir, Edward 
Byrne, ed Frank Callanan, 
The Lilliput Press, £4.95 
pbk; Parnell in Perspective, 
ed D George Boyce & Alan 
O'Day, Routledge, £ pbk 

TH E cen tenary of 
Pa rne l l ' s dea th in 1991 
p r o v i d e d publ ishers 

wi th the ideal oppor tun i ty 
both for repackaging and ad -
d i n g to the t r e m e n d o u s 
wea l th of wr i t t en material al-
r e a d y ded ica ted to " I re land ' s 
u n c r o w n e d king". What 

proportion of these publica-
tions will eventually con-
tribute to furthering our 
understanding of the man 
and his times remains less 
clear. Fortunately, both of the 
above titles do, though in 
very different ways. 

First published in The Irish 
Independent in October 1898, 
Edward Byrne's short 
memoir of his friend and 
political mentor covers the 
brief but tumultuous period 
between the ordeal and sub-
sequent triumph of the Par-
nell Commission, and the 
split in the Home Rule Party. 

Although clearly the work 

Clues 
from the 
history of 
dissent 

Bobbie Heatley 
The Dissenting Voice: 
Protestant Democracy in 
Ulster from Plantation to 
Partition, Flann Campbell, 
Btackstaff, £12.95 pbk 

THIS IS a book which has 
raised unionist and neo-
unionist hackles. I can 

think of no higher recommen-
dation for It. A well-known 
unionist historian, reviewing 
it in an up-make Dublin 
newspaper catering for the 
Dublin 4 set, apparently did 
not want The Dissenting Voice 
to be published at all, 
pronouncing it "odd" that 
funding for its publication 
came from the Cultural Tradi-
tions Programme of Northern 
Ireland, "which aims to en-
courage acceptance and diver-
sity." 

But this book is a major 
contribution to the under-
standing and acceptance of in-
digenous diversity. 
Historians, such as the one 
referred to, do not object to 
th« funding of publications1 

about the Orange Order. 
This, by implication, is to 
promote acceptance and un-
derstanding, despite the fact 
that Orangeism is intrinsically 
sectarian, divisive, aggressive 
and intolerant — although, 

on an individual basis, this 
writer has known many good-
natured Orangemen. It is a 
peculiar feature of life in 
Northern Ireland that Oran-
geism, as a credo, can trans-
form such people when they 
come together as a political 
group. 

Dr Flann Campbell's book 
outlines the history of north-
ern Protestants who were not 
Orange-Tories and it 
describes, often with useful 
statistical material, the con-
text in which they strove to 
bring together Ihe diverse ele-
ments of the Irish nation. 

According to the inverted 
logic of unionism, this is to 
"stir up ancient fires", as the 
Dublin newspaper review 
was headlined. Given the con-
flagration that unionism has 
created in contemporary 
Northern Ireland, that asser-
tion is very rich indeed. The 
on-going carnage in the 
North is a direct legacy of 
Unionism/Orange-Toryism 
which, as Dr Campbell 
demonstrates, is the in-
veterate enemy of Protestant 
democracy and radicalism. 
This does not stop our 
Unionist logician from 
proclaiming, straight-faced, 
that this is "an odd time to 
publish such a book." Again, 
the hankering to suppress. 

To remind Protestants of 

of a dedicated and admiring 
lieutenant, the nature of their 
relationship and Byrne's jour-
nalistic talents have com-
bined to produce a document 
which is both historically sig-
nificant and highly readable. 

As editor of the Freeman's 
Journal, Byrne played a major 
role both in disseminating 
and popularising Parnell's 
political creed and in con-
tributing to the creation of 
the Parnell myth in Ireland. 

Parnell's understanding of 
the rapidly growing powers 
of the popular press in 
Britain and Ireland, and his 
judicious courting of media 

attention, lead editor Frank 
Callanan to describe the 
Home Rule Party leader as 
"the first media celebrity of 
modern politics" in a 
postscript to the memoir. 

Bearing this in mind, the 
reader would be wise to 
heed the caution concerning 
"literary placements" such as 
Byrne's, in Wj McCormack's 
preface: "Parnell operated 
somewhere between King 
Lear and Citizen Kane. All 
memoirs of him should be 
valued, and suspected." 

The question of Parnell's 
relationship with the press is 
also examined by James 

Loughlin in Parnell in Perspec-
tive, although the similarities 
between the two publications 
end here. 

This collection of essays 
by academics working in 
England, Ireland and Wales 
a t t e m p t to cover aspects of 
both "the man and the myth" 
and is divided into two sec-
tions. 

The first deals with 
Pamell's relations with the 
Catholic Church, colleagues 
such as Davitt and O'Brien, 
Farnell as a nationalist, and 
his impact on British politics. 
This is followed by essays ex-
amining Parnell's political 

and economic outlook, the 
factors behind his charismatic 
appeal, and his portrayal at < 
the hands of essayists, 
novelists and biographers. 

In-addition to essays by 
the editors D George Boyce 
and AUuvO'Day, and James 
Loughlfli, contributors in-
clude Paul Bew, Philip Bull, 
Anthony Claydon, Sally War 
wick-Haller, Michael Hurst, 
John Kelly, Liam Kennedy 
and jCJ Woods. 

Yet despite the academic 
nature of this book, there is 
much there which will prove 
rewarding to the general 
reader. 

I It's Deculiar how they change when they get together politically 

their forebears such as Henry 
Joy McCracken, Jamie Hope 
and William Drennan, to 
mention just a few of the per-
sonalities featured in this 
book, all of whom sought to 
create in Ireland a "brother-
hood of affection" in place of 
friction and dis-union, is some-
how to exacerbate the north-
ern situation. Those of us 
who are born and grew up in 
the Protestant side of the com-
munity in the North and 
who, despite unionist efforts 
to keep us in the dark, 
managed to learn something 
of Protestantism's cultural 
diversity — to include 
republicanism — are not like-
ly to be surprised at the 
aforementioned example of 
perverted and convoluted 
thinking. It is a hallmark of 
unionism. 

Our unionist reviewer 
then goes on to squirm at the 
mention of certain words in 
Dr Campbell's excellent book 
such as "liberal'', "radical", 
"democratic" and "freedom.".' 
Dr Campbell is accused of 
using these as if "they were 
guaranteed by the Weights 
and Measures Of ;ce, and not 
just the expression of his own 
views." 

Here we get another ex-
ample of the unionist psyche, 
the compulsion to obfuscate. 
Unionism habitually defines 

the concepts described by 
these words in a manner 
decidedly at variance with 
what everyone else under-
stands them to mean. With 
this usage they do indeed be-
come nothing more than the 
expression of unionism's 
"own (perverse) views". For 
everyone else, however, these 
words do have an objective 
meaning which is not too dif-
ficult to comprehend. 

In The Dissenting Voice, it 
is the latter objective inter-
pretation of the words that 
Dr Campbell employs. His 
definition of the "democracy" 
is the same as that of Wolfe 
Tone and the United Irish-
men — the labouring masses, 
undifferentiated as to ethnic 
or religious background (for 
the purposes of discrimina-
tion), who owned little or no 
property. At one stage, a 
rising bourgeoisie in Ireland 
was included in this 
democracy. The opponents of 

.democracy ,werethe plwnder-
ing English/Britishcolonisers 
whose garrison, for much of 
thepenod covered, was th« 
numerically small class of 
landed magnates who, in 
return for their services to the 
colonisers, were protected 
from being overthrown by 
the democracy. 

Dr Campbell 
demonstrates clearly that 

Orange-Unionism had its 
origination in this anti-
democratic alliance of class 
forces and that because of 
this fact it is intrinsically reac-
tionary. The later transmuta-
tion of the big property 
autocracy to include a new 
regressive native northern 
bourgeoisie, did not alter the 
nature of the beast. The 
danger to it of expanding 
electoral franchises was 
coped with in the north by 
employing the methods of 
populism which, for the 
benefit of any unionists or. 
neo-unionists who may be 
reading this, is not the same 
as democracy. 

Populism in the northern 
context meant differentiating 
and dividing the working 
people on the basis of 
religion so as to attach a 
majority section to the 
autocracy politically. Histori-
cally, the vehicle for achiev-
ing this objective was — and 
is — the Orange Order. 
Simultaneously with this 
stratagem, and as an indis-
pensable-pert of if/ went dis-
crimination detrimental to 
CatlMte woekwg people in 
the main and systematic 
repression of Unionism's 

dogne or another repre-
sented the interests of the 
country's national democracy. 

Dr Campbell further 
pointsout that in this 
unionist all-classes alliance, 
the top dog was — and still 
remains — an outside ele-
ment: the English governing 
classes who are the dominant 
influence within the British 
state. If unionist politics is, ! 
therefore* to be included as a 
component of the culture of 
Ireland, then it is an exotic 
plant imposed from outside 
this country. 

Dr Campbell does not con-
tend that every Protestant 
radical and dissenter down 
through the decades under-
stood thematter precisely in 
this way, but the more politi-
cally advanced of them cer-
tainly did. Others, perhaps 
because of pressures which 
.we wiS rtever now be able to 
discover, were sometimes 
lessthan. separatist. Neverthe-

their stances on the so-
rialistruggles of their days 
had separatist implications in 
quite a few cases. 

Timesarechanging and 
Apo l i t i ca l and economic 
conditions which gave rise to 
British unionism in Ireland 
are undergoing a metamor-
phosis: DrCampbell 's 
metftedology will assist the 
reader to assess whether or 
not the old-time form of 
unionism will be able to 
with&tand the stresses and 
strains to which the different 
emerging Europe will subject 
it,. He further demonstrates 
thatProtestantism and 
unionism are not 
synonymous and that they 
have not always cohered in 
the past, at least without a 
g n a t deal of effort to "win 
the consent" of Protestants 
for unionism. 

The crisis in the North 
may no tbe the most>critical 
for the-present British state — 
perhaps Scotland will turn 
out to be t ha t—bu t it is cer-
tainly the most shameful. 
Something new urgently 
needs to be done and there is 
more than one clue in Dr v 

Campjbell's book as to what 
thM newness o u g h t t o consist 
9M*frrecouu*mdMhread-
ing for the Dublin 4 set as 
well. 

&qpfcrii)9gp>und that has 
not been o»wtra versed in 
the past, The Dissenting Voice 
-isan 1 

names of Ireland's northern 
Protestant democrats. 
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Revisionist song competition 
AS PART OF THE first Irish Democrat Eu-revision song contest 
— thanks to Peter BerceSford Ellis for that joke —you were 
asked to supply suitably craven words to songs of Irish rebel-
lion in an attempt to do for musical culture what the neo-
colonial school of intellectuals have done for the nation's 
history. 

Although there's only room to print five of your efforts, 
thanks to all those who took part — although if s a disappoint-
ment nobody took up the challenge of Come Out You Black and 
Tans (Let Me Shake You By The Hand). 

No prizes were mentioned when the competition was 
opened in January — perhaps that might have spurred more of 
you to have had ago. So to reward the musical revisionists Who 
made their contrtinitions with no financial gain in view, there is 

Belfast as one contestant suggested. To Jack Bennett for a splen-
didly sarcastic pair of new songs to old tunes goes a copy of na-

the Rearguard. And yes indeed, Mike Melly, none of the follow-
ing should ever be sung on The Late, Late Show. 

Take It Down 
from the Mast 

Tune: Red River Vatley 

TAKE IT D O W N from the mast by consensus, 
It's a f lag only sub-versives claim, 
It's entirely against ecumensus, 
And i f s all for our troubles to blame. 

Like crur anthem, it smacks trf sedition, 
A n d those Articles dread T w o and Three! 
We'll consign the whole lot to perdition, 
Together wi th Mother Machree. 

A n d the Angelus bell is provoking, .. v.,: 

Offensive to broadcast it, t o o V ' ; , « !< <+//•• -
With the flag it is due itk revmfagM-.v l-:jjm-
To g o b a c k to the Red/White and Blue. 

A s for Gaelic, i f s clearly a menace, = v * 
Perceived b y the Unionists a s such, 
A threat from all those who're again' u s 
A n d as useless as Greek D o u b l e Dutch. 

Our-folk tunes are much overrated, 
A n d tainted With r u d e T e b e l songs, 

And dwel l ing on old ancient wrongs. 

Take it d o w n form the mast by consensus, 
Its colours should ne'er m o r e be seen. 
I f s rebellious as well as contentious, 
Then we'l l all stand to God Save the Queen. 
• JACK BENNETT 

This We Will Maintain 
Tune: The Meeting of the Waters 

THERE IS NOT in this w i d e world a shape more divine 
Than that m a p erf six counties, with its sweet bolder line. 
Oh, ' twas not to divide us Brat boundary w a s made, 
But just to encourage more cross-border trade. 
Refrain: Oh, just to encourage more cross-border trade. 

• 

Opponents of friendship have still but o n e aim, 
To abolish that Bonder, w h i c h w e mist maintain. 
Foe Is 'twere abolished, ' twould be friendship's sad tos&, 
Since we 'd thenhwwe nO border to shake hands across. 

A s virtuous humbugs our aims we declare, 
W e must all come together, one country to share, 
A n d the best w a y to share it? Oh, divide it in two, 
The north share is ours and the rest is for you . 
Refrain: Oh, the north share's for us and the rest is for you. 

Dangerous devils still strive to achieve 
That union of counties w e can never conceive, 
For friendship's our business we've turned top an art, 
A n d w e can't promote friendship unless we're apart. 
Refrain: Oh, w e can't promote friendship unless we're 
apart. 

H P 

.-'ill 
across ' ' 

I shoot of t our mouth, 

O h United Dividers, let's never more flinch, 
T o preserve our w e e province we'll yield not an inch, 
We'll stand by our Border, and when i f s all told, 
W e shall still tell them all, What w e have w e will hold. 
Refrain: Oh, we'll still tef l them all, what w e have we will 
hold. 
• JACK BENNETT 

from the 
TAKE IT D O W N from the mast by consensus , 
I f s the f lag w e revis ionis ts abhor 
S o w e make u p h i s t 
T o s h o w there w a s n o republic at all. 

W e work hard at the t a s k o f re 
Irish hearts and m i n d s to our cause 
W h i c h is for dear Britannia protecting 
'Causewe're i s l o v e w i t h her money and laws . 

D i d you know Cromwel l Wasreally k indly? 
"Hel l or C o n n a c h f w a s s imply untrue 
A n d the Great H u n g e r never happened 
N o r did w e perish a half mil l ion and two! 

W e loved all those nice English landlords 
W h o looted, raped and ki l led us in yore, 
O n l y the insane and criminals protested — 
Insurrection hardly happened at all. 

S o come out all y o u b o l d myth-makers 
Here's a job that w i l l g i v e y o u much fame 
L e f s prove England's empire is faultless 
A n d that thew Irish were really to blame. 

We'l l take thew facts and just distort them, 
If w e can't bend t h e m then we'l l ignore 
A n d b y using our scholastic deportment 
Say our crit ics o n l y a nationalist bore! 

We' l l justify ourse lves b y being "academic", 
Po int out our pos i t ions and degrees, 
C la im that w e are o n l y be ing unbiased 
A n d others can't s e e the w o o d for the trees. 

If w e convince p e o p l e they love dear England 
A n d that they never really wanted to part 
From Britannia's g lor ious Empire 
W e shall truly h a v e p layed wel l our part! 

• . • -

L e f t persuade p e o p l e they are not Irish, 
,, Just West B r i t o n s — t o England be true, 

m o r e important, our JOD security, too. 

We' l l sway Ireland that i f s not her flag, 
T h a t Pearse a n d C o n n o l l y d id not care, 

W e a i e a l l k t f ] 
Refrain: Oh ,we 're j 

it our bus ines s to Show r , 

That we 
A n d be parted front W< 

. . . . . . • -

T h e n t a k e i t d a m t " 
m 
Sony 
T o 

I down, t h e red rag, 

ImperiumApologia 
Air: The Old Fenian Gun 

DARE N O T uou speak of '98, 
N o r judge un less you frown. 
W h e n mut inous men in shameless s in 
Raised p ikes against the Crown. 

Yet in its wake , there came a break 
For peace and unity. 
Renounce the sword and praise the Lord, 
Cried those of loyalty. 

The U n i o n Act i s writ w i th tact, 
Staunch m e n were heard to s ing. 
Others said, we're better dead 
Tahn union wi th your king. 

But w i s d o m won , good deed was done , 
Dark m e n were held at bay. 
Stil l s o m e d id lurk and went to wrok 
O n e day to have their say. 

By verse and song they roused the throng 
Subvers ives and misfits. 
S o y o u can see w h y you and me 
Are n o w not jol ly Brits. 
• MIKE MELLY 

Three Green Fields 
What have I got? s^id the plump old w o m a n 
What have I got? said the p lump old w o m a n 
to m e 
I've got three green fields, all drained and 
irrigated, 
Ideal for creating "lakes", the whole lot paid 
the EEC. 

What have I got? said the Tourism Minister. 
What have 1 got? said the Tourism Minister to 
me. 
I've got "Europe 's Celtic Soul" devoid of 
Celtic bodies 
Whose battered cars and vans tend to block 
auto-boreens, you see. 

What have 1 got? said the D e m o g r a p h i c 
Expert 
What have I got? said this wise old D.E. to me 
We've got population trends, whereby Cork, 
Tralee and Galway | 
Have become preparatory schools for cities 
beyond the seas. 

What should w e worry about? say the Dublin 
pundits. j 

I 
Ideals dissolve in time, say the cognoscenti to 
me, I 
Leaving a painless glass of pure anaesthetised 
history I 
Which w e will dr ink with relish to cazuterise 
memory. 

What have I got? said the wise old woman. 
What have I got? said the wise old w o m a n to 
me. 
I have four green fields, each of them a jewel 
My soris fought and died to bring back the 
green f ie lds to me. 
But that w a s just a rather embarassing 
over-reraction : ' . . . . 
Far, far better resolved over tea-cakes and : 

H I E * . • .. . 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERR$$FORD ELLIS COLUMN 

The election is certain to be important for English control over the nations of these islands 

The fate of th 
, - V 

LABOUR believes in self-
government. The Labour 
Party is pledged to a 
scheme of statu tory legis-
latures for Scotland* 

Wales and Ireland ...as part of the 
krgrr plan which xcill transform 
the British Empire into a Com-
monxealth of sel'-gorerning 

The 1992 Labour Partv Elec-
tion Manifesto1 

No Actually it is the official 
policv s ta tement f r o m 
Transport House as the Labour 
Partv squared up to the 1Q18 
General Election. 

The United Kingdom is 
going to the polls on Apnl 9 
and one of the kev issues is the 
c o n t i n u e d existence of a 
cen t ra l i sed UK state. The 
Labour Partv is using the 
promise of Home Rule to 
court Scottish voters once 
sgair. after nearly 50 vears of 
ignoring the question of Scot-
tish self-government Between 
191S and l d 4 5 the Labour 
Party were hrmlv committed 
to setting up parliaments for 
both Scotland and Wales Qe-
ment Attlee reaffirmed this 
pledge rust before the 194? 
Genera ! Election and the 
Labour Party s Scottish Coun-
cil issued a booklet 'Let's Face 
the Future adv ocating a Scot-
tish Parliament. 

The Labour Par tv , of 
course won the 1945 General 
Ejection and for the first time 
m its history was in a strong 
enough position to meet its 
se l f -government promises . 
What happened? Perhaps it 
can be summed up m the cyni-
cal w o r d s of John Taylor , 
secretary o; the Labour Party 
>n Scotland speaking in Dun-
dee r. December, 1947. 

I mvself ceased to desire 
sett-government as soon as we 
secured a Socialist Govern-
ment tor Britain." 

It-deed the Labour Party's 
home ru'e premises of 1945 

w ere admitted to have been a 
device o; poutx-ai expediency' 

bv no iess a person than Her-
bert Morrison {Lioerpod Past, 
'.2 December 1953). Morrison 
was wartime Home Secretary. 
Attlee s Foreign Secretary and, 
in i 0 ^ 3 was rewarded by a 
peerage 

Given the h is tory of 
Labour s a t t i t ude to se l f -
government for Ireland. Scot-
land ami Wales, one cannot 
help but view the cu r r en t 
Labour Party s stance with a 
high degree of cynicism. 

Having promised and then 
denied a Scottish Parliament in 
1945. w h a t has m a d e t h e 
Labour Party and that great 
advocate of Unionism, Neil 
Kirvnock, change their minds 
cnce again? Only fear of loos-
ing their Scottish power-base 
to the Scottish National Party 
has prompted Labour to sup-
port anv idea of devolution 
The swing to the S \ T has been 

I Has he seen ( blinding light on the 

a steady phenomenon. The 
embittered Scottish reaction to 
the lack of action af ter the 
results of 1979 referendum on 
devolution (a 52 per cent 'yes" 
vote) has caused Labour to 
reconsider its position. The 
swing to separation rather 
than merely devolution has 
worried Labour 

Although the Scottish Na-
tional Party won their first 
Westminster seat for Mother-
well in 1945, it was not until 
Winif red Evving took t h e 
Hamilton seat in 1%7 that the 
electoral fo r tunes of SNP 
began to take off In the 1974 
General Election SNP had 11 
seats and m March. 1979. the 
Labour Partv set up a referen-
dum which, they said, would 
decide the issue. But while 52 
per cent of the votes polled 
were cast for a Scottish Parlia-
ment . Labour dec la red it 
wanted a two-thirds majority 
before establishing such a par-
liament. leaving the Scottish 
electorate embittered as never 
before. 

In fact. .Arch le Kirk wood 
MP introduced in the House of 
Commons, on 14 December 
1983. a bill seeking to establish 
a Scottish Parliament. It was, of 
course , defea ted with 111 
vo t ing in f avour and 244 
against Needless to say. the 
majority of Scottish MPs sup-
ported the bill only to be 
out-voted by the majority of 
English MPs bu t t h a t ' s 
British' decnocracy. 

The interesting point here is 
that Kirkwood s ^elf-Govern-
ment for Scotland Bill' was 
actually the 26th such motion 
to be in t roduced a t 
Westminster in the last 100 

years and, of those motions al-
lowed to come to the vote, at 
least four out erf everv five 
Scottish MPs (80 per cent) have 
cast their votes for a Scottish 
Parliament Nothing could be 
achieved with the in-buil t 
English majority. Indeed, as 
the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, said, in dismissing 
the very first "Self-Government 
for Scotland Bill' proposed in 
1714: T h e English have catdit 
Scotland and will keep her 
fast. 

David Dimblebv. chairing a 
BBC1 Panorama deba te in 
Edinburgh, on 17 February 
brought down the derision of 
his Scottish audience by ven-
turing to state that the Treaty 
of Union, ratified by the Scot-
tish and English Parliaments 
on 16 January 1707, was an act 
which had full approval of the 
Scottish people. The Treaty, 
like the subsequent 1801 Act of 
Union with Ireland had tittle 
to do with the desires of the 
people. It was enacted without 
reference to them by the self-
interest of the majority in the 
Edinburgh parliament. 

The English government of 
the day worked hard to secure 
the Union because of economic 
ambitions and the fear tha t 
Scotland might chose her own 
monarch after the death of 
Queen Anne — a right en-
dorsed by the Scot t ish 
parliament's Act of Security of 
1704. England now feared a 
separation of the Crowns with 
the potential erf a Stuart monar-
chy restored in Scotland in 
conflict with an Hanovenan 
monarchy in England. Daniel 
Defoe was dispatched to Scot-
land to bribe. in whatever way 

he could, members of the Scot-
tish Parliament to .ensure their 
acceptance of tite Union. The 
vote in the Scottish Parliament 
was 110 for Union and 6 9 
against. 

"We're bought and scld for 
English gold, 
Such a parcel of rogues in a 
Nation.' 
So s u n g Robert Burns, 

reflecting on the bribery and 
corruption by which the Union 
was carried out. Indeed, the 
English were to dispense titles, 
Government appointments , 
estates and pensions on those 
Scots who voted for the Union. 
No sooner was the ink dry on 
the Act of Ratification than 
Westminster began to dis-
regard most of the clauses of 
the Treaty of Union. And the 
Scots, t ha i with only 61 Mem-
bers in a House of 500, could 
not use parliament ('constitu-
tional means') to wi thdraw 
from that Union. Lord Seafield, 
who had been a prime mover 
of the Union, despaired when 
he attenuated to move the 1711; 
"Self-Government for Scotland 
Bill'- The Engl ish Lord 
Treasurer sneering asked him: 
Have we not bought the Scots 
and the right to tax them?' 

The f i rs t 
military attempt 
to sever the 
Union came in 
1708, the year 
fo l lowing the 
Union, when 
Scots decided to 
use the restora-
tion of the Stuart 
mona rchy to 
break the con-
nect ion wi th 
Eng land . The 
Earl of Mar, 
once a 
p rominent ad-
vocate of the 
Union, per-
sonally ra ised 
the Stuart stand-
ard in Braemar in 1715. The 
uprisings in Scotland for the 
Stuart cause, the last major one 
bong in 1745, have been dis-
missed by Unionist historians 
as merely 'Jacobite' uprisings. 
The fact tha t the S tua r t 
claimants had to make a firm 
pledge that they would rees-
tablish the Scottish Parliament 
and sever the Union is ignored 
Yet without that pledge, the 
Scots would not have sup-
ported the Jacobite cause. 

Jacobitism was replaced by 
Jacob ism in Scotland in the 
1780s. The Friends of the 
People and its successor the 
United Scotsmen, w e r e 
pledged to whHMiag an in-
dependent Scottish Republic. 
There was an attempted upris-
ing in 1797. The insurrection of 
1820, the last major Scottish 
rising (referred to in this 
column, April, 1989), also 
sought a radical Scottish 
republic. Such was the ferocity 

Kinnock 
was against 
any form of 

self-
goverment 

for Wales or 
Scotland 

until very 
recently 

by_which the: rising was s u p 
pressed, and "Such Was the 
Widespread of Govern 
pient agents infiltrating the 
movement,- IMfc while Other 
movements arose, there was 
no major attempt at insurrec-
tion in the following decades. 

The modern constitutional 
Scottish independence move-
ment began in the 1880s. A 
Scottish Home Rule Associa-
tion was formed in 1886 which, 
at that t ime, a t t racted a 
majori ty Scott ish support . 
Three years later, on April 9, 
1889, the first of a new series of 
Scottish Home Rule Motions 
was put in the House of Com-
mons but defeated by 200 votes 
to 79. Between 1889 and 1906, 
Scottish Home Rule motions 
were raised every year with 
the majority of Scottish MPs in 
favour. Even David Lloyd 
George officially seconded the 
1895 motion proposed by Sir 
Henry (afterwards Lord) Dal-
ziel, which was defeated by 
only 26 votes. 

The last Scottish Home Rule 
Bill to come to a vote, as op-
posed to being talked out' (a 
quaint parliamentary device 
used to get rid of any un-
wanted mao&Gn) was en l 6 

Apri l 1920, 
when the Bill 
was defeated fry 
only 10 votes. As 
already pointed 
out , of those 
Bills that have 
been allowed to 
come to a 
division eighty 
per cent of Scot-
tish MPs casts 
their votes in 
favour. 

So what are 
we to make of 
the promises of 
1992? What 
Labour is 
promis ing is 
no th ing new. 

They promised a Scottish Par-
liament consistently between 
1918 and 1945. When they 
were in a position to do some-
thing about it they dismissed it 
simply as a device of political 
expediency'. Are they now to 
be trusted? We know how Neil 
Kinnock was so vehemently 
against any form of self-gover-
ment for his native Wales or for 
Scotland until very recently. 
His attitude to Ireland leaves 
much to be desired. Of course, 
it is just possible that he has 
recently seen a 'blinding lighf 
on the road to Westminster, 

But Scottish expectation It 
running high. Opinion polls 
tell us that between one-third 
and half of the Scottish people 
want complete separation 
from England and a further 
third would settle for a parlia-
ment keeping within a UK 
structure. We are told that ex-
pectation for separation it 
running high. Certainly, the 

Tories are running scared and 
throwing everything they can 
into attempting to persuade 
the Scots to m a i n t a i n t h e 
•Union. "* % 

I have always supported 
the principle of Scottish inde-
pendence, as will be obvious 
from readers of this column. I 
have always wondered at the 
illogic of the Irish voters living 
in Scotland and Wales w h o 
s u p p o r t i ndependence for 
Ireland but are quite prepared 
to vote for Unionist parties in 
their host countries. 

There are two ways of look-
ing at the 1992 G e n e r a l 
Election in Scottish tenns. A 

"strong vote for SNP would en-
s u r e t ha t a L a b o u r 
g o v e r n m e n t , if r e t u r n e d , 
would, this time, be forced to 
stick Ifc its electionpledges. A 
majority vote for SNP would 
ensure Scotland w i s cm the 
road to independence. N o one 
can now argue that Scottish 
separation is economic suicide 
for the Scots. Independen t 
projections show that Scot-
land, if it had full fiscal control, 
w o u l d be t h e 23rd m o s t 
p r o s p e r o u s s ta te in t h e 
western world per capita in-
come: 

What is absolutely certain is 
that if Labour wins a majority 
of seats in Scotland while the 
Tories dominate in England 
and form another UK govern-
ment, ignoring the desires of 
Scotland for their own parlia-
ment, when the next election 
comes about, Scotland will 
vote for total separation. In the 
interim, we may well see a 
renewal of the activities of the 
Scottish National Liberation 
Army on a much grander scale 
asa product ofScottish frustra-
tion. 

If April 9 does prove to be 
the Scottish '1918* then Scots 
would be well warned to look 
what happened to Ireland in 
the wake of the 1918 General 
Election. Perhaps leopards can 
change their spots, though I d o 
n o t see m u c h s ign of th i s 
a m o n g the Engl ish Estab-
lishment leopard. 

In Irish terms, out of an in-
dependent Scotland might, 
finally, come a new attitude to 
the continuing war in Ireland. 
Irish Unionists might have to 
rethink their position within a 
disintegrating United 
Kingdom. The sacred cow of 
the 'United Kingdom', un-
changeable, inviolable, would 
be brought into question. Scot-
land could well become a key 
to aolving the problem of' 
England's domineering in-
tra niigence to her Celtic, 
neighbours, especially in the 
SixCounHta. 

The 1992General Election is 
certain to b« important for the 
future of Bngiiah political, 
economic and cultural control 
over the nations of these is-
lands. - V T v 
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