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Republicans face new 
political challenge 
THE IRA should 

not suspend 
armed struggle 
because of the 
Downing Street 

declaration. There is notX 
enough in it to merit that. 
It should not call off the 
military campaign in 
return for a bilateral deal 
with the British. Previous 
temporary cease-fires 
showed the dangers of 
these for Northern 
republican communities. 

The case for ceasing 
IRA offensive operations 
at this time is to give 
mass politics a chance for 
their own sake. It is to 
enable the development 
of a mass republican 
political movement, 
North and South, which 
together with the SDLP, 
the Dublin Government 
and powerful allies now 
obtainable in America 
and Britain, has the 
potential of pushing 
Britain decisively down 
the disengagement road. 

The challenge now 
facing the Republican 
Movement is whether, 
like the Fenians of old, it 
has the political courage 
and intelligence to make 
a united "new depar-
ture" towards politics. It 
was the Fenian "new 
departure" of the 1870s 
that made possible the 
mass political movement 
of Parnellism and the 

Land League, which but 
for the accident of the 
Parnell divorce case, al-
most achieved Home 
Rule for ai! of Ireland 
over a century ago. 

The thing that can now 
shatter Ulster Unionism 
in all directions and 
remove the main 
age in the way of a 
United Ireland, is a mass 
political movement for 
50/50 power-sharing 
the Six Counties and 
North-South bodies, 
pending final British dis-
engagement. Such a 
movement can be 
through politics and 
mass non-violent action 
if Republicans unitedly 
cease the present oppor-
tunity. 

Republicans should 
note carefully that it is 
the Unionist politicians, 
in the North and in 
Britain, and those 
"Dublin 4" neo-
Unionists, the PDs, Fine 
Gael and the "Stickies", 
who are r.ost anxious 
that the IRA should 
refuse to embrace 
politics. Republicans 
should ask themselves 
why this is so. The people 
who would be most 
relieved if Republicans 
oblige by politically 
isolating themselves are 
MolyneauX, Taylor and 
their British backers. For 
it enables them to avoid 

• 
being exposed for what 
they really stand for -
which is Unionist 
dominance within the 
North, though that is no 
longer possible. 

It is essential Sinn Fein 
is involved in "talks" on 
the Six Counties. Sinn 
Fein has to be there to 
give backbone to Dublin 
and the SDLP. If they are 
not, the interests of the 
Nationalist people will 
be compromised. If Sinn 
Fein is there, it is Britain 
and the Unionists who 

will be politically on the 
spot. The Adams visa 
issue showed the poten-
tial of a real 
"pan-nationalist" front 
involving Dublin side by 
side with mainstream 
Irish-America. Maintain-
ing such a alliance to 
advance the Republican 
agenda further depends 
vitally on the IRA 
sanctioning and en-
couraging a mass 
movement of political 
Republicanism in condi-
tions of peace. 

Of course Northern 
Republican communities 
cannot tolerate the 
"Royal" Ulster Con-
stabulary walking down 
their streets again. Of 
course there must be 
British demilitarization 
and community policing. 
Of course there must be 
50/50 arrangements in-
side the North and 
North-South pending 
final British disengage-
ment. Of course there 
must be an amnesty for 
prisoners. But the way to 

get all that is through 
politics, building a pan-
nationalist front the way 
the Adams visa issue 
showed was possible. 

In the next round the 
Irish in Britain and 
British Labour and 
Liberal opinion can be. 
brought in, in a way that 
did not arise on the 
Adams visa issue. Here 
the Connolly Associa-
tion, the oldest political 
organisation of the Irish 
in Britain, is showing 
what needs to be done. 



MARCH 
EDITORIAL 

Visa for one 

I F Sinn Vein, Gerry Adams and a group of 
spirited Irish Americans could deliver the big-
gest blow to the Anglo-American diplomatic 
alliance for several decades, what might be 
achieved if the Irish Government made a 

coherent attempt to galvanise Irish America in 
support of national policy? 

We echo this perceptive question from our 
Dublin contemporary the Sunday Business Post 
and hope Irish Republicans and nationalists 
will think deeply on its implications. For the out-
come of the Adams visa issue showed for the 
first time ever in Anglo-American relations, 
Washington chose Dublin instead of London. 

It could only happen in the post-Cold War 
context, when Britain's value as America's prin-
cipal ally against Russia is no longer relevant. 
The British, bent on damage-limitation after 
Gerry Adams's US visit, say it was due to Clin-
ton needing the support of Senators Kennedy 
and Moynihan in their re-election year. That is 
too simplistic, there would have been no visa if 
Dublin had not given Washington the nod, due 
principally to Albert Reynolds and his advisers, 
showing vision on the Irish question for the first 
time in years. It would not have happened if 
John Hume had not urged Ted Kennedy to sup-
port it, and intense lobbying by leaders of the 
Irish-American community, including business 
leaders, trade unionists and media people. 

The visa issue showed the potential of an 
Irish pan-nationalist front and the possibilities 
if Irish nationalism unites and wins powerful al-
lies. Here was the Sinn Fein leader, SDLP 
leader, Irish Government, and leaders of 40 mil-
lion Irish-Americans in the US, intervening 
decisively in relation to Britain's principal ally 
of a few years ago. It seems a minor item, a visa 
for one Irishman, but helped transform Gerry 
Adams into a world figure. It was of enormous 
symbolical and political importance to show 
what could be achieved through political pres-
sure on Ulster Unionism and its British Unionist 
supporters in the event of an IRA cease-fire. 

While the Six Counties remains separate 
from the rest of Ireland, Nationalists are entitled 
to a 50/50 share in running it. Arguments for 
"self-determination" in Six Counties by the 
Unionist majority are valid for the Nationalist 
majority in three of them. It means Nationalist 
entitlement to full equality on the ground and a 
step towards real North-South joint authority 
over the Six Counties as a step to eventual 
British recognition of sole Irish sovereignty. The 
Unionist longing tor "croppies-lie-down", the 
basis of their loyalty to the Crown, will be ex-
posed as unsustainable. Unless they discover 
their Irishness, they won't know where they are, 

If Hume-Adams go for that, Dublin must sup-
port them. Powerful Irish-America will also be 
there in support - putting Unionism on the spot 
and pressurising British Governments in a way 
Irish nationalism, North and South, cannot do 
on its own. Such an alliance, with British Labour 
added in, would transform the politics of the 
Irish question and open the way to a united 
Ireland by peaceful means, though it would take 
some years to bring about. But its precondition 
is a new departure towards politics by the forces 
of Irish Republicanism, and the political 
courage and intelligence for that. 
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Our own acute crisis -
Bookshop sold without notice 
CAMDEN COUNCIL has ac-
commodated the Four Provin-
ces Bookshop, Connolly 
Association and Irish 
Democrat at 244-6 Gray's Inn 
Road for ten years. The Coun-
cil has now sold the property 
without informing the Book-
shop that they intended to sell 
the premises or that the 
property had eventually been 
sold. 

An evic t ion o rder was 
served on the bookshop on 10 
February. An appeal was 
made against the eviction. 
Despite winning a last minute 

reprieve to put off eviction for 
one month to allow other 
premises to be found a further 
court summons and eviction 
not ice was issued on 15 
February to move immedi-
ately. The Bookshop ' s 
problems were compounded 
by a clause in the notice which 
stipulated a payment of £30 a 
day if trading were continued 
up to a full court hearing in 
April on the appeal against 
eviction. 

Four Provinces Bookshop 
is not a commercial business 
although it did pay the full 

bus iness rates on the 
premises of £3,000 a year. All 
the staff in the Bookshop and 
those who help produce the 
Irish Democrat are all unpaid 
volunteers. 

The Bookshop also 
provided a community ser-
vice and supplies Irish litera-
ture to the general public 
which is denied them else-
where. Other services in-
cluded information about 
meetings, events, classes, 
demonstrations and other ac-
tivities organised by any Irish 
organisation. 

At the time of writing other 
p remises were be ing in-
spected with Camden Coun-
cil o f f ic ia l s . Any f resh 
premises are likely to cost 
£12,000 a year. 

Many letters and phone 
calls of support have been 
received at the Bookshop. The 
Council has taken notice of 
these communications of con-
cern. 

Further letters of support 
can be addressed to Four 
Provinces Bookshop 244-246 
G r a y s Inn Road , London 
WC1X 8JR. 

The MI5 Arms Sting 
BRITISH POLICY 

Dublin reporter 
IT NOW seems the British 
Government tried to blackmail 
Dublin with threats of Loyalist 
attacks in the South in the lead-
up to last December's Down-
ing Street declaration. 

Readers will recall the blaze 
of publicity before Christmas 
when MI5 purported to un-
cover a shipment of 200 tons of 
explosives and 300 assault 
rifles in a Polish ship at 
Teeside. MI5 said the vessel 
was on its way to Loyalist gun-
men in Belfast and thatajtip-off 
alerted them to its cargo. 

It was at a time of much 
tension between London and 
Dublin, just before the Major-
Reynolds statement. Rumours 

were abounding of Loyalist 
plans for a pre-Christmas 
bomb blitz on Dublin. No one 
was arrested for the supposed 
smuggling. 

Now both the Poles and 
British custom officials have 
confirmed to Irish Press jour-
nalist Emily O'Reilly that the 
whole thing was a "st ing 
operation" mounted from start 
to finish by MI5 and MI6. 

MI5 bought the guns and 
explosives from the Poles, 
shipped them to England told 
the customs officials at 
Teesport to unload them. They 
then summoned the media so 
that frightening pictures of 
guns and bombs would be 
beamed around the world via 
satellites at the most politically 
he lp fu l time for British 
negotiators. 

All the whole thing 
amounted to was that Polish 
weapons were shipped across 
the Baltic to attend a photo-call 
in Britain organised by MIS! 

The Poles told the Irish 
Press that the operation was 
political and psychological in 
intent. It sought to influence 
the Northern peace process by 
raising fears in the South of a 
massive Loyalist backlash and 
making Taoiseach Reynolds 
more accommodating to what 
Britain sought. It simul-
taneously justified MI5's exist-
ence and funding. 

Britain's newspapers, radio 
television and politicians ha ve 
ignored this exposure of MI5, 
though it has caused much 
concern in Ireland. It makes 
one wonder what the British 
Government is really up to! 

Nuclear peril at Sellafield 
ENVIRONMENT 

Liverpool reporter 
THE PEOPLE of Dundalk, 
Co.Louth, are up in arms as 
more evidence emerges of the 
number of Mongol children 
concaved locally at times of 
nuclear emissions from Sel-
lafield/Windscale/Thorp, just 
75 miles across the Irish Sea. A 
new survey by Dundalk doctor 
Patricia Sheehan shows a likely 
link between the deaths of 18 
Irish children and the birth 
defects of 38 more to the con-
troversial Sellafield nuclear 
plant. 

Sellafield's £3 billion Ther-
mal Oxide Reprocessing Plant 
(Thorp) reprocessing plant, 
which has just gone into opera-
tion, has been called an out-
dated hangover from the 
post-war nuclear culture. 

It was first planned twenty 
years ago at the time of the first 
oil crisis. Then nuclear power 
was seen as the answer to 
diminishing coal and oil reser-
ves. Plutonium would be 
needed for atom bombs and to 
generate limitless electricity. It 
was a mighti ly expensive 
material and the Thorp plant 
could provide enough for 

Britain's nuclear power sta-
tions as well as recycle used 
fuel from nuclear reactors 
overseas. The Japanese and 
others send their nuclear fuel 
for reprocessing to Sellafield. 
Their boats go continually up 
and down the Irish Sea with 
the deadly stuff. 

But a transformed world 
s i tuat ion has made Thorp 
redundant . The end of the 
Cold War means that there is 
plenty of plutonium from all 
the nuclear bombs awaiting 
dismantling. The US Defence 
Department estimates that at 
p resen t there is enough 
surplus plutonium swirling 
around the world to make 
87,000 nuclear weapons. 

Thorp will add more use-
less plutonium to this pile. 
There are only half as many 
nuclear power plants in the 
world as were envisaged in the 
1970s. So that there is a 
p lu ton ium surplus , not a 
shortage. 

Plutonium the size of an 
orange is enough to make a 
nuclear bomb. Thorp is bound 
to encourage nuclear prolifera-
tion, nuclear smuggling and 
possible nuclear terrorism. 
President Clinton has written 
to the US Congress: "Con-

t inued production of 
plutonium L justified neither 
on economic nor national 
security grounds, and its ac-
cumulation creates serious 
proliferation and security 
dangers." Thorp encourages 
these. There is need for inter-
national pressure on Britain to 
shut it down. 

Tory politicians like Hesel-
tine, Gummer and Clark back-
ed the Thorp project to keep 
the powerful British nuclear 
industry in business. Having 
presided over the dein-
dustr ial isat ion of Britain 
through their Thatcherite 
economic policies, these in-
credible people now want to 
see Britain become the world's 
plutonium capital, armed of 
course with its own nuclear 
bombs! 

Meanwhile the Irish 
Government and people, not 
to mind the citizens of Dun-
dalk, get ever more worried at 
Sellafield's frequent nuclear 
discharges into the sea and air, 
the long sequence of accidents 
at the plant and the danger of 
accident to one of those nuclear 
ships plying up and down the 
Irish Sea - all within a hundred 
miles of Ireland's capital and 
it's population. 

Liverpool Branch 
Connolly Association 

Winter series of 
history lectures 

6pm Sunday 
6 March 

Anthony Coughlan 
Trinity CollegeDublin 

Ireland -
Britain's first 
and last 
colony? 

6pm Sunday 
27 March 

Jonathan Moore 
Strawberry Hill 
Institute of Education 

The last 
Anglo-Irish 
settlement 

Irish Centre 
127 Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool L3 

7.30 Friday 18 March 

Peter Beresford Ellis 

The founding 
of the Irish 
Community in 
England 

With Sean Reddin 
Connolly Assocation 

andDiarmuid 
Breatnach IBRG 

Lewisham Irish 
Centre 
2 Davenport Road 
London SE6 
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The Downing Street Declaration - Response of Irish Trade Unions 

Labour movement 
Dublin reporter 
THE DUBLIN based Trade 
Unionists for Irish Unity and 
Independence (TUIUI) have is-
sued their response to the 
Downing Street Declaration. 
Their statement says that the 
declaration has a number of 
"positive features" which can 
be used in the progress 
towards a political settlement 
of the conflict. 

In recognising the Declara-
tion as only a beginning to any 
peace process TUIUI make it 
clear that a lot more has to be 
done by the British govern-
ment before a settlement can 

be reached. According to 
TUIUI the British govern-
ment must accept that they 
have a role as active par-
ticipants in the process and 
can not simply be acknow-
ledged as neutral observers. 

" Unless the British Govern-
ment adopts an active role , 
especially in dealing with 
Unionist opposition to change, 
the hopes for progress which 
now exist may come to naught. 
The British must not be al-
lowed to let this happen", they 
argue. 

The major worr ies for 
TUIUI are those sections in the 
Declaration which seem to 
confirm and upho ld the 
Unionist veto. They point to 

What Sean MacStiofain says 

POLITICS 
Dublin Reporter 
SEAN MacStiofain, founding 
chief-of-staff of the Provisional 
IRA, is reported as saying that 
he believes the IRA should 
suspend its offensive in the 
situation ar is ing from the 
Downing Street declaration. 

The Sunday Press quotes 
him as saying that civilians in 
the North are tired of the con-
flict. "Something has changed 
in the North in the past five 
years. There is more political 

Poverty In Cork 

CORK 

push. It is my belief that the 
best way forward for the 
Republican movement is for 
them to change their message 
of struggle by suspending of-
fensive operations and putting 
the human resources of the 
movement, the determination 
and willingness to work of the 
local leadership and rank and 
file, into a nationwide cam-
paign of peaceful political ac-
tion." 

He talks of the current 
military stalemate. "All the 
Queen's men cannot destroy 
the IRA. The organisation is in-

Jim Savage 
WE HAVE a shameful poverty 
crisis in Cork City when 6,000 
children arrive at school every 
day without food, as their 
parents have not the money to 
give them a proper breakfast. 
The result is that Cork Cor-
poration has to provide a 
morning meal for the children 
in 33 city schools. Soup, bread 
and buns are part of the fare. 
You would think we were back 
again in Victorian times. 

Another poverty problem 
facing the cash-strapped Cor-
poration is the long waiting list 
for council houses and flats. 
Meeting p r iva te rent or 
mortgage payments is beyond 
the means of many. Large 
numbers are homeless and 

the contradiction of the Irish 
people's right to self-deter-
mination whilst this right, in 
the words of the Taoiseach Al-
bert Reynolds, "is acknow-
ledged, subject only to the 
condition of consent". Which 
in effect means tl ie consent of a 
the unionist minority. 

" Clearly this is at the heart 
of the problem" according to 
TUIUI, "expressed simply, as 
of now, the Irish people, while 
possessing the right to self-
determination, are being 
prevented from implement-
ing that right". 

The Unionist veto is "un-
democratic and...should not 
exist", they say. "If the 
Unionists, are permitted to 

block any new all Ireland 
structures, the coercion of the 
majority of the Irish people 
will continue unabated." 

With the Declaration re-af-
firming their veto, the 
Unionists may prove to be 
more dogmatic in any new 
round of inter-party talks so 
Britain's "active role" in the 
peace process must include 
joining the ranks of the per-
suaders to "set in train a 
process, beginning with peace 
and ending in a political settle-
ment,.... the ba 11 must be knock-
ed back into Britain's court." 
A full copy of TUIUI's state-
ment can be obtained from the 
Secretary Sean Redmond, 33 
Lindsay Road, Dublin 9. 

tact. They have adequate sup-
plies and enough volunteers 
and are in a position to escalate 
military action when they 
wish. But I believe they are not 
in a position to force the British 
army to withdraw. So it's time 
to cons ider what other 
methods of struggle would be 
more appropriate." 

Previous civil action failed 
in the 1960s, says MacStiofain, 
because it met with head-on 
opposition from the Northern 
state. "This time I believe it 
could make substantial 
progress in a relatively short 

space of time. The Unionists 
are in no mood for dialogue, so 
a halt in military action at this 
time wou ld give 
Republicanism a much needed 
public relations boost... I want 
to see Republicanism win," he 
emphasises, "But there is noth-
ing sacrosanct about the armed 
struggle. It is only a tactic." 

Mr MacStiofain, now aged 
66, is currently recovering 
from a stroke and heart attack 
at his home in Navan, 
Co.Meath, Ireland. He con-
tinues to be active in the Gaelic 
League. 

have to sleep out around the 
city. The Simon Community is 
unable to cope with the home-
less, as their premises can only 
take 120 a night. The new 
luxury Jury's Inn on Penrose 
Quay objected recently to a 
new Simon Community hostel 
and workshop nearby. Full 
marks for snobbery when it 
comes to helping the homeless. 
But Simon succeeded in get-
ting planning permission. 

Cork St Vincent de Paul 
Society says joblessness is at 
the root of the suffering and 
misery of the city's poor. Un-
employment rips families and 
communities apart and creates 
a massive marginalised "new 
poor" with no stake in society. 
This in turn raises crime rates, 
family violence and mental 
stress. It is all a far cry from the 
prosperous Cork of the 1960s. 

Appeal-urgent need f o r cash 

With the loss of the Bookshop we shall need every single penny 
in this vitally important period. Please forward as much as you 
can spare and as soon as you can. 

With thanks to all who have donated over the past three 
months and apologies for belated details. 

1993 - B Murphy £4, B Jackson£5, M Maguire £10, K Nolan 
£3, S McKeevo £10, CL Frazer £5, Anon £5, A Higgins in memory 
of CD Greaves £10, C O'S £16, R Gibbs £3, F Jennings £15, G 
Findlay £ 5, G Sables £5, I Mulazzani £29, C Durkin £3, P 
Bransfield £15, T Finn £8, H Robson £10, C&R Foley £13, B Harris 
£10, Bankers orders Nov & Dec £306.40 - Total £487.40 Grand 
total of £4080.77 

1994 - P W Ludkin £5, D Duglan in memory of Joe Deighan 
£100, J Unsworth £5, M Keane £5, R Rossito £24.50, D Fletcher 
£10, M Brennan £5, CC £10, B Willanson £1, M Grunan £40, D 
McLoughlin£4, Anon £10, M&B Flannery £8, G Harrison in 
memory of Daithi O'Connell £30, Anon £16.80, S Healy £15.50, 
Bankers orders January £151.62 - Total £446.42 

Letter-Far-Leftists? 
Did you notice how far-Leftists Eamonn McCann and 
Bernadette Devlin are among the fiercest critics of the 
Major-Reynolds declaration? At the Sinn Fein 
hearings in Derry, McCann virtually accused the Sinn 
Fein leadership of "selling-out" for not rejecting the 
document out of hand, while Bernadette launched a 
diatribe in the Guardian against its advocates. 

I don't know how much "armed struggling" Ber-
nadette or Eamonn have been up to lately. My guess 
is, not much. Yet they are happy enough, it seems, to 
encourage others to continue military campaigning, 
though it is obvious now that while the IRA cannot be 
beaten, another ten years of warfare will not achieve 
anything more than what has already been won. It is 
easy for to lie on another man's wound! 

I am old enough to remember the part Eamonn and 
Bernadette played in weakening the unity of the North-
ern Civil Rights movement in the late 1960s. At the 
time they said people should advocate a "Workers 
Republic"'instead of civil rights! They set people ar-
guing over whether "One Person One Job" was a 
better slogan than "One Person One Vote". Eamonn 
had a rare line in invective against "slobbering 
moderates", by which he meant John Hume and 
others, "middle-aged, middle-class and mlddle-of-the 
road", who wanted to keep a broad mass movement 
going around a common denominator of civil rights. 

At that time McCann's Socialist Alliance and 
Bernadette's People's Democracy advocated con-
frontational demonstrations to raise the temperature 
and provoke Loyalist reaction. They got this eventual-
ly, with nasty results that are still with us. Generally 
they behaved as "infantile leftists" always do - crying 
for the moon, looking for quick roads to Utopia, 
counterposing the better to the good in terms of policy 
demands and advocating tactics that benefit the Right 
from a Left-seeming point of view. Thus at present 
Eamonn and Bernadette share the same position of 
Ian Paisley and Peter Robinson - that the Major-
Reynolds document should be totally rejected. I sin-
cerely hope that the present generation of Northern 
Republicans will deny the ultra-Left the credence that 
too many of the 1960s generation were foolish enough 
to give them. 

Peter Mallon- Belfast 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Do our readers agree? Why not write in 
to tell us what you think? 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P O LIT I C U S 

Russia where? 

FIDEL Castro recently said: "Socialism was not 
overthrown in Russia." "It committed 
suicide." It is hard not to think Castro was 
right as nostalgia for the socialist days sweeps 
across Eastern Europe, pushing voters to the 

Left in Poland, Rumania, Lithuania and Russia. 
There has been much sneering in the West at the 

economic achievements of the East European 
countries. In some ways socialist "command" 
economies were rather like the World War 2 British 
and USA war-economies, when everything was subor-
dinated to the goal of achieving simple economic tar-
gets. Consumer goods took second place to capital 
items, gluts and shortages were common and things ex-
cessively centralised. Planning techniques that can en-
sure everyone's basic wants are satisfied effectively, 
are not easily applicable to producing the millions of 
different items required in a modern advanced 
economy. 

Still the socialist States were the first ever in-
dustrial ones to abolish unemployment. They had 
stable prices. Like puritanical monetarists they kept 
tight rein on the money supply to avoid inflation. 
They had high rates of economic growth for most of 
their existence and sustained cradle-to-grave Welfare 
States. People should remember that Gorbachaev 
began his "perestroika" at a time when the Soviet 
peoples' living standards were the highest in their his-
tory. 

One should also remember that the people of the 
USSR voted by a big majority to maintain the Union 
in a referendum in March 1991, just nine months 
before the madcap Yeltsin said Russia must go its own 
way and gave the coup de grace to the federal USSR. 
One outcome of that folly is now a possible Ukrainian 
civil war and threatening nuclear conflict between Uk-
raine and Russia. 

So suicide it was. Above all an ideological failure 
by leaders who had no idea where they were going 
and who mentally accepted Western consumer 
capitalism and its cult of economic growth as criteria 
of the good life, while forgetting the imperialist basis 
and eco-destraction on which capitalism is built. 

Things might have been different if the Soviet 
leaders had been franker with their people. East 
Europeans had no colonies or exploitative terms of 
trade through which they could enrich themselves on 
the backs of the Third World. Governments should 
have said to their citizens: we are not engaging in that 
kind of competition, while we are attempting to create 
conditions for a sane and humane life. The rulers also 
cut themselves off from the experience of ordinary 
people by the system of hard-currency stores and 
privileges for the administrative elite. A fatal error, un-
dercutting the legitimacy of government, encouraging 
public cynicism and precipitating a moral crisis. 

But what a state the "reform process", orchestrated 
by New Right Western economists, has now led Rus-
sia to. A horrendous slump that is beggaring the 
population. Manufacturing output nearly half of a 
decade ago. Investment 40% of 1992 levels. One third 
of the people in poverty, one tenth at near starvation 
level. The wealthiest 10% now ten times as rich as the 
bottom 10%. In 1990 food bills represented 30% of 
average incomes. Today a family spends two-thirds of 
its income feeding itself. Rocketing inflation. Average 
life expectancy fallen from 69 to 66 years since 1990. 

A Russia Academy of Sciences economic division 
report says: "The scale of economic and social misfor-
tunes represent a real threat to national security, the 
result of two years of shock therapy." With a market 
dominated by State super-monopolies and price car-
tels, Gaidar's price liberalization proved lethal for in-
dustry and consumers. Small wonder shock therapists 
have been expelled from the Government, or populist 
Zhirinovsky won a quarter of the vote in elections. 

The way out is to restore central planning for key 
items of production such as transport, oil, gas and 
much of agriculture, while encouraging decentraliza-
tion and market relations in less strategic areas. And 
to be sceptical of all advice from Western "experts", 
which is generally motivated by a desire either to 
weaken or destroy Russia. If s history has been 
dominated by tension between Slavophils and West-
ernisere, those who aaw Russia as a giant country with 
a unique mission, or as backward because it was not 
like the West The Weatemisers are now retreating 
after their temporary ascendancy. It is the beginning 
of a return to sanity in Russia. 
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They're definitely not community police officers 

Awkward questions for 
John Major 
THE DOWNING STREET 

Declaration says that the 
British Government will 

seek to encourage agreement 
between Irish Nationalists and 
Unionists as an expression of 
Irish "self-determination", 
without committing itself in 
advance to any particular form 
of such agreement. 

The Declaration also says 
that Britain has no "selfish 
economic or strategic interest 
in Ireland." 

What does this all mean? 
Key quest ions need to he 
answered if we are to know 
what London is really up to: if 
it really favours constructive 
agreement in Ireland, or has 
other fish to fry. 
| | If the British Government 
is serious about peace, why 
does it not give the 
Republican Movement, either 
openly or p r iva t e ly , the 
clarification on Britain's long-
term intentions that it seeks? 

Why does Mr Major not use 
the private channels he has 
used to the IRA to give the 
necessary assurances about 
demili tarizat ion on the 
ground, community policing 
in republican areas, amnesty of 
prisoners and details of that 
kind? Are not these of minor 
significance compared to the 
great prize of peace and an an 
opening to politics that a cessa-
tion of IRA offensive opera-
tions would make possible? 

How can the British 
Government expect 
Republicans to believe that it is 
committed to encouraging 
agreement in Ireland when the 
Amnesty International Report 

suggests significant collusion 
between Loyalist para-
militaries and the security for-
ces? 

Q Does the British Govern-
ment have any interest, desire 
or wish of its own to maintain 
the union wi th Nor thern 
Ireland, irrespective of the 
wishes of a majority in that 
area? 

Is it not hard to credit the 
idea that the British Govern-
ment has no independent or 
self-interested view on the 
desirability or otherwise of 
maintaining the Irish border of 
the United Kingdom State? 

Q What political or moral 
right has the British Govern-
ment to claim sovereignty in 
Ireland, when it, is not their 
country? 

Is it Britain's intention to 
seek to stay in Ireland for ever? 
Is not their fundamental inter-
national duty to work con-
structively towards disengage-
ment from Ireland, in coopera-
tion with the Irish Govern-
ment, the principal 
representative of the Irish 
majority? 

g j Is it not more in accord 
with good democratic prin-
ciple for the British 
Government to base its Irish 
policy on seeking to imple-
ment the wish of the great 
majority of the British people, 
as shown by n u m e r o u s 
opinion polls, to end the union 
with Northern Ireland, rather 
than the wish of a small 
minority of UK citizens in the 
Six Counties to maintain it? 

Q How can Britain realisti-
cally claim to be neutral as 
between the wishes of the 
majority of Irish people for a 
U n i t e d I re land , a n d the 
wishes of the Irish Unionist 
minority to oppose a policy 
directed to attaining that end? 

"•Especially so when, histori-
cally, the Irish Partition prob-
lem arose in the first place from 
Britain's encouragement of the 
Irish Unionist minority to flout 
the wishes of the Irish 
Nationalist majority? 

H Do not the British Govern-
ment and people have every 
right, both in international 
and in British constitutional 
law, to decide to dissolve the 
union and to adopt a policy 
aiming at that end, especially 
when that is what the majority 
of bo th British and Irish 
people want? 

Is it not untenable for 
Northern Unionists to advance 
a supposed unilateral right to 
union with another people and 
State? Is it not logically and 
politically impossible to sus-
tain a unilateral right to union 
when there can only be rights 
to separation among parties 
that are already united? 

How tenable, justifiable or 
reasonable, therefore, can be a 
British policy that pretends to 
accord to Northern Unionists a 
veto on the adoption by the 
British Government of a policy 
aiming at ultimate disengage-
ment with consent from 
Northern Ireland? 

R How can the British 
G o v e r n m e n t deny the 
Nationalist people of Counties 

F e r m a n a g h , Tyrone a n d 
Derry the right to member-
ship of an Irish State, when it 
purports to base its policy in 
Ireland on upholding the sup-
posed right of Six County 
Unionists to membership of 
the United Kingdom? 

Does not Britain's under-
pinning of the wishes of the 
Irish Unionist minority to stay 
indefinitely in the UK entail a 
continued denial of the nation-
al rights of Northern non-
Unionists to form part of the 
Nationalist political majority 
in the whole island of Ireland? 

Does not the attainment of 
even complete civil, religious 
and economic equality be-
tween National is ts and 
Unionists in the Six Counties, 
fail to remedy this denial of the 
national rights of Northern 
Nationalists? 

Does not this constitute a 
fundamental political wrong 
and a flouting of democratic 
principle that must continue in 
being as long as Partition itself 
remains? 

Q If Northern Unionists are 
supposed to have a right of 
"self-determination" regard-
ing maintenance of the Union, 
do not the people of Fer-
managh, Tyrone and Derry -
Nor thern count ies where 
there are nationalist majorities 
- have an equally valid right to 
" s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " as 
regards membership v f an 
Irish State? 

Must not a British policy 
that is based on the supposed 
right of a majority in the artifi-
cially created Six-County 
statelet, need to be comple-

mented by equal recognition of 
the rights of Nationalists in 
areas where they are in the 
majority? 

g What justifiable reason 
can the British Government 
give for not adopting the 
policy of the principal British 
opposition par ty , Labour, 
which a d v o c a t e s "Ir ish 
reunification with consent" 
whi le s t a t i ng tha t when 
returned to office, it will 
"work positively" towards 
achieving that consent? 

I d How sustainable is the 
Brit ish G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
p re t ence tha t N o r t h e r n 
Unionists possess or can be 
accorded, either in British con-
stitutional or in international 
law, or in fundamental legal 
or political principle, a sup-
posed " v e t o " on Britain 
adopting a policy of working 
towards an agreement be-
tween Irish Nationalists and 
Unionists entailing eventual 
Irish reunification? 

Is not the denial of a 
Unionist r ight to veto on 
Britain adopting a policy of 
working towards the end of 
Irish reunification quite consis-
tent, both logically and politi-
cally, with acceptance of the 
desirability of Unionist con-
sent to the means to that end, 
namely the legal, financial and 
constitutional steps required 
for reunification, as well as the 
time-scale involved? 

Ef] Though Britain denies 
having any selfish economic 
or strategic interest in Ireland, 
may it not have a selfish politi-
cal one, either isb far as Ireland 
itself is concerned, or so far as 
a change in the Irish boundary 
of the UK State might be a 
dangerous precedent for a 
change to the Scottish one, as 
is currently being demanded 
by the Scots national move-
ment? 

Is it not true that moves 
towards agreement on Irish 
reunification and undoing the 
wrong of Partition can be 
taken realistically only if the 
British Government indicates 
a positive willingness to un-
derwrite financially such an 
agreement over an extended 
period of time? 

Does not this require an in-
dication of British willingness 
to maintain its present sub-
sidies to the Six Counties for 
two or three decades, while an 
All-Ireland exchequer grad-
ually takes on the burden, in 
contrast to the present 
prospect for British taxpayers 
of the indefinite continuance of 
these subsidies so long as 
Northern Ireland remains part 
of the UK? 

How can the British 
Government credibly pretend 
to be "neutral" between the 
aspirations of Nationalist and 
Unionist communities, or to be 
committed to encouraging an 
agreement between them, 
when it does not make explicit 
a willingness to underwrite 
financially the coming-
together of Unionists and 
Nationalists in a common 
polity, as against financially 
underwriting their division? 

Does not the recent state-
ment of Irish Taoiseach Mr 
Reynolds point to significant 

pol i t ica l o p p o r t u n i t y for 
Northern Nationalism in the 
period ahead? He said "One 
of the most important features 
of the Joint Declaration is that 
it has reasserted the right of 
Northern Nationalists, which 
of course they never lost, to 
share as of right in Irish self-
determination, as specified." 

Does not this show the 
potent ia l for Nor thern 
Nationalists - with the support 
of the Irish Government and 
powerful allies in America and 
Britain - of insisting on full 
50/50 "self-determination" 
within the Six Counties so long 
as the North remains political-
ly separate from the rest of 
Ireland? 

Would not a recognition of 
such equality in "self-deter-
mination", in a demilitarized 
context fol lowing an IRA 
ceasefire, require 50/50 com-
muni ty policing arrange-
ments, so that, for example, 
there is no re turn of the 
"Royal" Ulster Constabulary 
to nationalist areas in which 
they are at present unaccep-
table, as well as 50/50 power-
sharing in local administration 
and North-South joint bodies? 

m Does not the fact that 
America broke decisively 
with its principal Cold War 
ally, Britain, on the Adams 
visa issue show what Sinn 
Fein, plus the SDLP, plus the 
Dublin Government , p lus 
p o w e r f u l a l l ies in I r i sh-
America, can achieve if they 
unite? 

Does this not show the 
potential for advancing the 
d e m a n d s of Nor thern 
Nationalists within the Six 
Count ies as long as they 
remain separate from the rest 
of Ireland? 

Would not such advances 
by Nationalists in the North, in 
an interim period before final 
British disengagement, have 
the important practical result 
of lessening the attraction of 
the Union for the many 
Unionists who have seen it as 
a way of sustaining a "crop-
pies-lie-down" position of 
local privilege vis-a-vis 
Catholics? 

Would not this help to 
divide the ranks of Unionism 
fur ther , encourage some 
Unionists to rediscover their 
Irishness and open up the pos-
sibility of a political alliance 
over time between Northern 
Nationalists and moderate 
Unionists who are more sym-
pathetic to All-Ireland arran-
gements , while isolating 
Loyalist hard-liners? 

U j J Is it not obvious now that 
wn i l e the IRA cannot be 
militarily defeated, neither 
can the armed struggle defeat 
the British Army, so that fur-
t he r a d v a n c e by I r i sh 
Nationalism must be made by 
political means? 

Is not the challenge which 
h is tory now poses to the 
Republican Movement that it 
encourage a "new departure" 
towards mass politics - com-
parab le to that which the 
Fenians licensed in the 1870s 
when they supported the Land 
League and Parnellite move-
ment, which but for the acci-
dent of the Parnell divorce 
case, could have achieved 
Home Rule for the whole of 
Ireland a centuiy ago? 
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Shaping our 
own destiny 
Talk of self-determination is in fashion just now 

in discussion of the Northern problem. The 
term refers to a process by which a nation or 

people determine their own sovereign status. In 
Ireland's case it means the Irish people as a whole 
have the right to decide their form of government. 
It means the British Government has no right to be 
in Ireland. 

The right to self-determination is a basic principle 
of international law. Article 1 of the United Nations 
Charter refers to "the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples." 

The UN's International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights states : "All peoples have the right 
of self-determination. By virtue of that right they 
freely determine their political status and freely 
pursue their economic, social and cultural develop-
ment." This is an application of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, Article 21 of which says, 
"the will of the people shall be the basis of authority 
of government." 

International law 
does not define what 

" W T l p m W P constitutes a people. 
The international 

s p e a k o f ^ r r X ' . V 0 . * 
h u m a n r i g h t s J ™ " 
W P a r e self-determination. 

The test is practice, it 
a p p e a l i n g t o „ „ 
3 f l i d p a l nations, national 

communities, In-
s t a n d a r d f o r ?ivJ?uf i" ar»0",?' 

tnat seek to self-
a l l h u m a n i h / " determine themael-
a i i n u m a n i t y ve8 N o r m a l l y they 

do so by seeking to 
establish their own State, through which they tan 
relate Internationally to other peoples. Sometimes 
they associate with others nations in multinational 
federations. Sometimes they surrender self-
government to a ruler shared with other nations, as 
in the EEC. But at all times a nation is entitled to 
assert Its independence. 

The right to national self-determination Is inex-
haustible. If in doubt as to whether a people should 
have their own State, the democratic test is to ask 
them. If a majority of them want it, they are entitled 
to it. If others stand in the way - colonial rulers or 
Imperialists who deny the right of secession - a 
people is entitled to struggle until they get it. If a 
minority dissents, the will of the majority should 
prevail. If there is a national minority living within 
another nation, it is entitled to have its rights as a 
minority respected. 

The self-determination principle means that col-
lectivities, not just individuals, have rights. Indeed, 
properly understood, all rights come from the 
group. Man is the ensemble of social relations. It is 
from others that each individual gets a name, the 
ability to speak and all the values that make us 
human. 

The very notion of right refers to a claim as to how 
we may behave in relation to others or how others 
should act toward us. In reality we have no rights 
unless other people accord them. When we speak 
of inherent "human" rights we are appealing to an 
ideal group standard for humanity as a whole, as 
against abuses of that standard by local groups. If 
we wish to show respect for persons, we will 
respect their nationality, and indeed the integrity of 
all long-established human groups. 

It was the great revolutions of modern history that 
established the right to national self-determination. 
The American Declaration of Independence of 1776 
asserted that people had the right to govern them-
selves free from tyranny. In 1789 the French 
Revolution's Declaration of the Rights of Man as-
serted the right of nations to self-determination. 

The American Civil War established that once a 
Nation State Is formed, minorities within it do not 
have a right to secede. The Russian Revolution of 
1917 asserted the right of a people to decide its 
economic and social system. 

Paisley's past performance 

Amnesty criticises British security 
policy in the Six Counties 
AMNESTY International 

accuses the British 
Government of collusion 

between security forces in the 
North and Loyalist 
paramilitaries and calls for an 
independent inquiry to find 
out the facts. 

Amnesty says the terms of 
reference of the Stevens in-
quiry into alleged collusion 
were iiiadequate and could not 
address the key issues such as 
"why inside information about 
Loyalist groups responsible for 
dozens of killings was not used 
to prosecute Loyalists and 
whether intelligence informa-
tion was passed on to encourage 
Loyalist paramilitaries that ran-

domly kill Catholics to turn 
their attention to specific 
Republican suspects." 

At the same time a US State 
Department report for Presi-
dent Clinton criticises British 
judicial proceedings into 
recent killings in the North. 

It notes the killing of some 
350 Catholics by the security 
forces since 1969. Most were 
Catholics, about half of them 
unarmed. 

Up to 1991,21 security force 
members were prosecuted for 
killings using firearms. 19 
were found not guilty, one was 
convicted of manslaughter and 
given a suspended sentence. 
Only one, a soldier, was con-

victed of murder. Although 
given a life sentence, he served 
only two years and was then 
reinstated in the army." 

Amnesty says, "The pattern 
that has emerged is one of 
repeated al legations that 
suspects are arbitrarily killed 
rather than being arrested, that 
members of the security forces 
believe they can operate with 
impunity. The Government 
evades responsibil i ty by 
hiding behind an array of legal 
procedures and secret in-
quiries.." 

It calls for an independent 
investigation into the killing of 
solicitor Pat Finnucane. Am-
nesty refers to the British Army 

knowing of a likely attack on 
his life, but doing nothing to 
stop it. 

Amnesty also calls for the 
reopening of the case of Brian 
Nelson, the British Army agent 
who targeted Republican 
suspects with the alleged com-
plicity of his handlers. The 
facility with which Loyalist 
gunmen raid homes in strin-
gently controlled Catholic 
ne ighbourhoods and then 
leave without hindrance has 
contributed to the lack of con-
fidence in the RUC," it says. 

These reports are political 
dynamite and every effort 
should be made to publicise 
them in Britain and America. 

H Outside the UDA HQ, 1977 

IF IAN PAISLEY or any of his 
henchmen should follow 
Gerry Adams to the US to 

make the Unionist case, as they 
boast they intend doing some 
day soon, people should ask 
them whether they recall the 
following bits of history. Of 
how in 1966 Protestant Volun-
teers reintroduced the gun to 
Ulster politics. And of how in 
1969 Protestant bombers got 
rid of a Prime Minister. 

The first modern sectarian 
killings in the North were the 
Malvern Street murders of 
1966. One terrible night that 
year Protestant UVF members 

Gusty Spence, Hugh McClean 
and others killed and 
wounded some Catholic bar-
men outside a pub. 

When McClean was later 
charged he said, "I am terribly 
sorry I ever heard of that man 
Paijsley or decided to follow 
him. I am definitely ashamed 
of myself to be in such a posi-
tion. " 

touring his trial it emerged 
tha t when detectives had 
asked him why he had joined 
thelTVF, McClean had replied, 
"I was asked did I agree with 
Paisley and was I prepared to 
follow him. I said that I was." 

The first ever bombs in 
Nor thern Ireland in the 
present round of troubles went 
off on Sunday April 1970. They 
ripped through the valves and 
pipe-lines of the Silent Valley 
reservoir in the Mourne Moun-
tains, cutting off two-thirds of 
Belfast's water supply. Other 
bombs at the same time at 
Templepatrick and Annalong 
cut other pipe lines to Belfast. 

The bombings were widely 
assumed to be the work of the 
IRA. "This is the first act of 
sabotage perpatrated by the 
IRA since the murderous cam-
paign of 1956", pronounced 

Ian Paisley's Protestant 
Telegraph. A month later the 
same paper claimed the 
Dublin Government was 
responsible. 

The blasts occurred on the 
eve of a crucial Unionist Party 
standing committee meeting 
called to discuss the leadership 
of Captain Terence O'Neill. O'-
Neill was blamed for the sup-
posed revival of an IRA 
bombing campaign. Two days 
later he resigned. The bombs 
had been a deliberate provoca-
tion to undermine his political 
position. 

Six months later an ex-
plosion damaged the Bal-
lyshannon power-station in 
Donegal, south of the border. 
A UVF man from the Silent 
Valley area blew himself up in 
the incident. His companion, 
Samuel Stevenson, another 
UVF man, was arrested and 
confessed to the police that he 
had been involved in all eight 
explosive incidents . He 
described himself as "a fanati-
cal supporter of Ian Paisley." 

His statement implicated 
Paisley in having knowledge 
of the explosions. He quoted 
an accomplice as saying of 
Paisley, "You have to tell him 
and you haven't. He knows 
and he doesn't know." Steven-
son was found guilty and sen-
tenced to 12 years jail. 

It was Ian Paisley's fierce, 
bigoted anti-Catholic preach-
ing that influenced these gul-
lible followers to carry out the 
first killings and plant the first, 
bombs of the troubles. 

A former Free Presbyterian 
is quoted in Paisley's standard 
biography as saying:" Ian had 
that gift for inflaming people to 
boiling point. A man I knew -
not 9 Christian -1 needn't say 
that because Christians do get 
infldmed listening to him -
used to say that he would go to 
meetings Ian Paisley held in 
the Ulster Hall and that when 
he came out he could have' 
killed the first Catholic he 
saw." 



IN BRIEF 

From here to 
Clare 
The Book of the Burren. 
Edited by J.W.O'Connell, 
A.Korff.Tir Eolas, £11.50. 
This attractive book is 
much more than a guide to 
the area in County Clare, 
bounded by Galway Bay 
and the Atlantic Ocean, 
known as The Burren. The 
contributors are all experts 
on their own subjects and 
share a passionate feeling 
for this ex t raord inary 
landscape of bare lime-
stone terraces, inter-
spersed with an exotic mix 
of Artie and Mediter-
ranean plants. They also 
share a desire to spare it 
the ravages of mass 
tourism. 

Articles on rocks and 
caves, f lowers and 
wildlife, inhabitants past 
and present , historic 
tombs and cooking places, 
traditional music and art; 
all are beaut i fully il-
lustrated, with maps 
photographs and prints. 

This is a book to whet 
your appetite for travel. 
But the message is if you 
want to savour the Burren, 
do it on foot or bicycle, 
rather than in a tour bus. 

p Norah Dillon 

Raiders and 
rebels 
Jack O'Brien, The 
Unionjacking of Ireland 
Mercier Press £7.99. 
"Thus the war has been 
brought down to our own 
time, not of our own will but 
because the rapacity of the in-
vaders was never satisfied". 

This s ta tement was 
printed in the Parnellite 
paper Dublin Irishman fol-
lowing the in famous 
Phoenix Park assassina-
tions in 1882. The senti-
ment can be expressed at 
any time down the cen-
turies of Irish history. 

O'Brien's book starts in 
the eighteenth century 
when one of the first secret 
societies - the Whiteboys 
began to be active.The 
Whiteboys symbolised the 
response of the native Irish 
to the ongoing conquest of 
Ireland. 

Since this period secret 
a rmies or societies ha ve ex-
isted in opposition to the 
British and their colonial 
claim. With each new 
secret society the reaction 
of the British was similar, a 
brutal crushing justified in 
the context of their 
'civilising' conquest. 

Today, Britain's 
colonial claim via Section 
75 of the Government of 
Ireland Act 1920 (as 
amended) is used to main-
tain "her military grip on a 
small bit of neighbouring 
territory - about the size of 
Yorkshire - which she for-
cibly annexed in 1800". 

The Unionjacking of 
Ireland is a clear, concise 
and forcibly argued indict-
ment of the consequences 
and misery caused by "the 
rapacity of the invaders". 

pEndaFMay 

IRISH BOOKS 

Reading, writing, 'rithmetic and racism 
Yvonne Hart 
The Imperial Curriculum. 
(Racial Images and 
Education in the British 
Colonial Experience). 
Routledge, £35 

This book, a collection of es-
says, explores the role of 
colonialism in shaping 

perceptions of race. Contribu 
tions cover a wide range of 
colonial experiences, includ-
ing that of Ireland, Nigeria, 
Kenya, South Africa and India. 

As the title suggests, the 
book analyses racial attitudes 
in so far as they are shaped by 
the British education system. 
While the work as a whole is an 
interesting comparat ive 
analysis of Britain's former 
dominions and colonies, space 
limits this review to a look at 
the contribution on Ireland, 
written by John Coolahan, 
Professor of educat ion at 
Maynooth. 

In the years following the 
Act of Union (the Tudor con-
quest and Cromwellian Out-
rages now being distant 
events) the anglicizing of 
Ireland would seem almost 
complete. Yet the English still 
seemed to see as suspect the 
native cu l ture or 'Hidden 
Ireland', which lived on in the 
consciousness of the people. In 
particular they feared the in-
fluence of that peouliarly Irish 

institution, the 'hedge school', 
believing it to be a training 
ground in political subversion. 

A national school system 
was therefore established in 
1831, which operated through 
a nominated Board of Gover-
nors, and this brought Irish 
education firmly under the 
control of the state. 

The purpose of the new 
education system was two-
fold: firstly cultural assimila-
tion, so as to eliminate any 
residual sense of separateness 
(this meant that the Irish lan-
guage had no place in the sys-' 
tem); and secondly to create a 
bond between Ireland and 
England by fostering the no-
tion that Ireland was an in-
tegral part of the imperial 
motherland. Thus, one school 
read ing book stated that: 
"Great Britain and Ireland 
formed the most powerful 
kingdom in the world", while 
another stated: "On the east of 
Ireland is England, where the 
queen lives. Many people who 
live in Ireland were born irf 
England, and we speak the 
same language and are one na-
tion." 

The omission of anything in 
the curriculum relating to 
Ireland's distinctive culture 
was planned and deliberate. 
Effectively, the education sys-
tem was used as a means of 
control. 

Coolahan, however, stres-
ses that in so far as such 
textbooks tried to shape the 

school child's self-image, they 
were not intrinsically racialist -
that is to say, they did not at-
tempt to characterise the Irish 
as in any way inferior (and this 
contrasts sharply with with the 
insulting, sub-human and ape-
like images of Irish people 
which appeared in English 
journals , such as Punch 
magazine. 

To promote an image of in-
feriority would have under-
mined one of the prime aims of 
the education system, which 
was to foster the notion of the 
oneness of the people of 'these 
two islands'. Similarity, rather 
than difference, had to be 
stressed and the notion of a 
separate culture was virtually 
ignored. 

Coolahan maintains that it 
is uncertain whether the im-
perial propaganda inherent in 
the educat ion system 
penentrated to any great depth 
the consciousness of the Irish 
school children. A vibrant folk 
culture in the homes and vil-
lage life of the people had its 
part in diluting the negative ef-
fects of the imperial cur-
riculum. 

However, the most impor-
tant single factor in checking 
the process of cultural as-
similation was probably the 
Great Famine. Popu la r 
opinion in Ireland saw 
England as, at best, indifferent 
to Ireland's sufferings, or, at 
worse, the cause of it. 

Coolahan's contribution 

also deals with how 'other 
peoples' (i.e. elsewhere in the 
Empire) are dealt with in the 
national schools' textbooks. By 
contrast, such peoples are 
s tereotyped, and often 
described in racist terms. 

For example, the nomadic 
character of Laplanders is 
equated with backwardness 
(since only a settled com-
munity can be educated and 
christianized); and the native 
Australians are described as 
"the lowest and most.back-
ward savages in the world." 
However, nat ives of New 
Zealand are described more 
favourably, since early in their 
history they were "dis-
covered", and thus reaped the 
the civilising benefits of having 
been colonised. 

The last three decades of the 
19th century saw a profound 
change in the content of Irish 
textbooks. A Commission of 
Inquiry (the Powis Commis-
sion) was set up to examine the 
state of primary education in 
Ireland. Reporting in 1870, the 
Commission criticised the text 
books for their non-national 
content. As a result material of 
Irish interest was included and 
Ireland was portrayed in a 
more favourable light. 

On the other hand, refer-
ences to other countries disap-
peared, and in that sense the 
curriculum became more nar-
row. This meant, however, 
was that Irish school children 
escaped the more harmful in-

doctrination now appearing in 
English schools. 

Social Darwinianism had 
made its appearance in the late 
19th century, a philosophy, or 
pseudo-science, which gave a 
rationale and justification for 
imperial expansion and ex-
ploitation of subject peoples. 

It expounded a belief in the 
"natural" inferiority of certain 
races; and this was altogether 
more lethal than earlier racial 
atitudes which, while seeing 
non-European people as in-
ferior, at least attributed that 
inferiority to all sorts of social 
and cultural factors which 
could be remedied (lack of 
educational opportunities, no 
contact with Christ ianity, 
poverty, etc.) rather than being 
an inherent inferiority. 

Coolahan therefore opined 
that while Irish school children 
may have been exposed to 
misunderstandings about ex-
otic far-off places, populated 
by strange people; they none-
theless escaped the more 
zenophopic and crudely racist 
attitudes of the late Victorian 
period. He concludes that: "It 
was this more idealist view 
which was to inspire the Irish 
missionary movement later to 
bring Christianity and formal 
education to many countries far 
afield without an accompanying 
commercial expoitation". 

This is a facscinating book 
for all those interested in the 
study of imperial history, race 
and ethnicity. 

Life in the Liberties 

Gerry Fen nelly 
The Name's Phelan, 
Blackstaff Press, £5.95 

I have always been suspi-
cious of peoples' motives for 
writnig an autobiography, 

not just because they lack ob-
jectivity and budget the truth, 
but because I often find myself 

asking the question, Why? 
Why detail events and ex-
periences that are mostly per-
sonal and often very painful? 

In the case of Jim Phelan, 
however, the answer is simple 
- it's a damn good story. 

Phelan describes himself as 
a "tramp at heart, an oppor-
tunist by inclimation and a 
beggar by philosophy". At the 
age of eleven he left school to 

"run wild among beggars, 
s lumwomen, race course 
drifters, ballad singers, ragpick-
ers, apple women 'and the 
colourful, raucous, roaring 
denizens of Dublin's liberties". 

In the adventures that fol-
low, Phelan becomes a black-
smith, travelling actor, ships 
fireman, hobo, gunrunner , 
British soldier, convict , 
scriptwriter and novelist. 

One of the most interesting 
parts of this autobiography is 
his description of the 1913 
lockout, especially the at-
titudes of ordinary Dubliners 
towards Jim Larkin and the 
locked out workers. 

Phelan claims that he was, 
for a period, a member of the 
"secret council" of the Irish 
Citizens Army. This I do not 
believe, not least because no 

where can I find any reference 
to the Irish Citizens Army 
having any "secret Council". 
The only secret council I can 
find in this period was the 
I.R.B.'s, and he certainly was 
not a member of that. 

Leaving aside this small but 
important fact aside, the new 
edition of Phelan's autobiog-
raphy is both interesting and 
enjoyable. 

• IMPERIAL VISTAS: Sheffield schoolroom, early 1900s 
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IRISH SONGS 

The Fenian Record Player The Extradition Song 
I tunc: Yellow Rose of Texas! 

Wee Willie John McFadgen was a loyal Orange prod 
Who thought that Ian Paisley was just one step down 

from God 
He thought they eat the children in the backwoods of 

Ardoyne 
And he thought that history started with the Battle of 

the Boyne 
(repeat last line) 

One day he took a brick in his hand and he dandered 
up the Falls 

He was mumbl ing "Up the Rangers!" and humming 
"Perry's Walls" 

He broke the big shop window to annoy the Pope of 
Rome 

And he took a record player out and then he started 
home 

Next night they had a hooley in his local Orange hall 
Wee Willie took his player to make music for them all 
He chose a stack of records of a very loyal kind 
But when the music started up he nearly lost his mind 

This Fenian record player was a rebel to the core 
It played the songs the Orange Hall had never heard 

before 
For "Dolly's Braes" and "0611/8 Walls" it didn't give 

a f ig 
And it speeded u p "God Save the Queen" till it 

sounded l ike a jig 

It played "The Woods of Upton" and "The Wearing of 
the Green" 

Such turmoil in an Orange Hall had never yet been 
, seen 

It played "The Boys of Wexford" and "The Men of '98" 
But when it played "The Soldier's Song" it sealed 

Wee Willie's fate 

The boys were plain demented, to the ground Wee 
Will was thrown 

They kicked his ribs in one by one to the tune of 
"Garryowen" 

Then threw him out the window to a song about Sinn 
Fein 

They kicked h im all down Sandy Row to "A Nation 
Once Again" 

This Fenian record player was heard no nevermore 
They broaded it w i th bigen holes and threw it on the 

floor 
But still the funniest sight, my boys, that I have ever 

seen 
For the flashes flying out of it were orange, white and 

green 

Wee Willie's up in a mental home, crazy as a coot 
He sits there in a padded cell and tootles with his flute 
But when he tries to play "The Sash" he always gets a 
groan 
For halfway through he always f inds he's played "The 
Soldier's Song" 

There's a moral to this story, what it is I cannot say 
Maybe it's the ancient verse that crime wil l never pay 
If you ask Wee Wil l ie McFadgen he'll say "Crime be 

blowed!" 
"If you want to pinch a record player, do it up the 

Shankill Road!" 

a The Irish Brigade (words: unknown) 

You people of Ireland, upon you I call 
We stand in the north with our backs to the wall 
By the foe we're surrounded, now you must decide 
For Margaret Thatcher wants you on her side 

You can judge British justice by what's gone before 
The Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four 
Thirteen men in Derry, in the H-blocks ten more 
Will you let extradition increase Maggie's score? 

Don't hand them over, don't play Thatcher's game 
The word extradition should fill you with shame 
If you're proud to be Irish then live up to the name 
Don't hand them over to be tortured and framed 

Don't cry pious tears for the plight of the north 
While your troops man the border to support British 

force 
You can't have it both ways, you must make a stand 
You can't honour Connolly then sell out his land 

Remember those butchers w h o struck at Loughgall 
Are the very same men who put Pearse 'gainst the wall 
There are few enough left w h o defend Ireland's cause 
Will you extradite them to face cruel foreign laws? 

Don't hand them over, don't play Thatcher's game 
The word extradition should fill you with shame 
If you're proud to be Irish then live up to the name 
Don't hand them over to be tortured and framed 

The whole world now knows of Britannia's shame 
How Mairead, Sean and Danny in Gibraltar were slain 
And young McAnespie on the border shot d o w n 
As he innocently walked to his own Gaelic ground 

So south of the border let your voices ring clear 
Lest your politician should turn a deaf ear 
It's you have the power, in your name they stand 
It's you who will have Irish blood on your hands 

Don't hand them over, don't play Thatcher's game 
The word extradition should fill you with shame 
If you're proud to be Irish then live up to the name 
Don't hand them over to be tortured and framed 

• [O'Glacain] The Irish Brigade 

The Fields of Athenry 
By the lonely prison wall 
I heard a young girl calling, 
Michael, they are taking you away 
For you stole Trevelyan's com 
So the young might see the mom, 
N o w a prison ship lies "waiting the the bay. 

Chorus: 
Low, lie the fields of Athenry, 
Where once w e watched the small birds fly, 
Our love was on the wing, 
We had dreams and songs to sing, 
Its so loney round the fields of Athenry 

By a loney prison wall, 
I heard a young man calling 
Nothing matters Mary when you're free 
Against the famine and the Crown 
I rebelled they ran me down 
N o w you must raise our child with dignity 
Chorus 

By a Loney harbour wall 
She watched the last star falling 
And that prison ship sailed out against the sky 
Sure she'll wait and hope and pray 
For her love in Botany Bay 
Its so lonely round the fields of Athenry 

PETER MULLIGAN S 
PEEPSHOW 

Americans hear Sinn 
Fein, but British 
censorship remains 
"There are two full time diplomats on permanent 
assignment in New York to propagate London's point 
of view. At the Embassy in Washington, at least three 
senior diplomats are also on permanent alert to put 
the British spin on Irish issues. If things get really 
difficult, as they did last week, the ambassador 
himself, Sir R.Renwick, can be called upon. A British 
Embassy official said 'I don't think we can dignify 
Adams by putting up government officials to debate 
him." The Independent on Sunday 

USA-BRITISH AGREEMENT ON ADAMS BROKEN 
The President did so despite the American 

Administration's failure to elicit from Mr. Adams the 
unequivocal renunciation of violence and declaration 
of support for the Anglo-Irish peace effort that the 
USA Administra tion and Britain had agreed should 
be the minimum conditions for letting him in." The 
Times NB. The British newspapers almost to a man 
reverted to the 'we' to proclaim their patriotism and 
total opposition to the American people hearing the 
Irish case against partition. 

PEACE W I T H O U T JUSTICE We all waited for more 
information on how the Downing Street Declaration 
was to be progressed. Exactly how It was to achieve 
peace with Justice in Northern Ireland. Now we know. 
Sir P. Mayhew, the Northern Ireland Secretary has 
announced that the Unionists will be given more 
power in the colony. An attempt would be made to 
devolve a degree of delegated power to the Unionists. 
Meanwhile the Ulster Volunteer Force the military 
wing of unionism continues its sectarian murders 
unhindered with a degree of RUC connivance accord-
ing to Amnesty International. 

B R I T I S H J U S T I C E IN I R E L A N D The Belfast Crown 
Court has released the RUC constable who shot 
Kevin McGovem a 19-year old student in the back 
because he failed to stop when ordered to do so. 
Judge Nicholson said PC Hanley had acted In self 
defence when he shot the student in the back on 29th 
September 1991. The Inde pendent NB. In contrast 
one of the Irishmen Jailed for the War rington gas 
cylinder bombing was given 20 for attempted murder. 

T O R Y G R E E D _ A new report has confirm what all 
workers already know, that two-fifths of the nations 
income is being taken by a fifth of the population. The 
income of the lowest-earning 20 per cent fell from 10 
percent in 1979 to 5 per cent in 1992. In the same 
period in the income of the top 20 per cent of earners 
in creased from 20 per cent to 35 per cent. British 
Lifestyles 1994 

M I 5 . U I 6 . A N T I - T E R R O R I S T S Q U A D A R M Y E T C . 
"We do keep out counter-terrorist arrangements 
under very close review. The security services now 
devotes about 40 per cent of its total effort specifical-
ly to counter Irish terrorism.'' John Major's answer to 
the troubles. The Independent 

M O R E P O L I C E C O R R U P T I O N A dossier naming 
45 high ranking po I icemen has been passed to the 
Police Complaints Authority. Six of the officers are 
accused of selling seized drugs and 128 other allega-
tions include planting drugs, theft, conspiracy to 
pervert the course of justice and assaults during 
arrests." The Times. We say, "what else is new". 

LAST WORD 
"The present policy of the British Government - that 
there will be no change In the status of Northern Ireland 
while the majority want British rule to remain - is no 
policy at all. It means you do nothing and it means that 
the Loyalists in the North are given the encouragement 
to make no move of any kind. It Is an encouragement to 
sit tight I would like to see that Brit ish policy changed 
into a positive form. I would like them to say, 'Just as 
we brought British cotonMam to an end in other parts 
of the world, we are not going to be in Northern Ireland 
ad Infinitum—Ultimately we would like to see all Ireland 
ruled by the Irish. WhNe we are waiting to move out we 
would like to use our good offices to try and bring 

CJ The Lata Canflnal Tomes O Flalch. 1985. 



ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

Hidden from cinema history, the Irish fought and died in a part of northern Mexico called Texas 

The Alamo and the Irish 

Most schoolboys of my 
genera t ion could tell 
you what happened on 

March 6, 1836. It was the day 
when The Alamo fell, after 
thirteen days of siege, to the 
Mexican dictator General An-
tonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Its 
183 d e f e n d e r s w e r e 
slaughtered, although Santa 
Anna spared their 30 women 
and children. The Alamo was 
to be a rallying point in the 
a t t e m p t of the n o r t h e r n 
Mexican province of Texas to 
secede from Mexico. 

The names of the heroic 
defenders are legend: Davy 
Crockett, jim Bowie, William 
Barret Travis, William Butler 
Bonham and so on. The story 
has been told in many a Hol-
lywood epic from Man of Con-
quest (1939) to The Last 
Command (1955) f rom Davy 
Crockett (1955) to the epic to 
end them all The Alamo (1960)! 

Four days before the for-
tified mission at San Antonio 
fell to Santa Anna a convention 
had declared Texas to be an 
i n d e p e n d e n t republ ic . Its 
president was Sam Houston, 
grandson of an Ulster Pres-
byterian emigrant from Bal-
lynure, Co. Antrim. The Texan 
Republic remained a inde-
pendent state until December 
29, 1845, when it was incor-
porated into the United States 
as the 28th state of the union. 

Apart from those boyhood 
heroes, alas more known to us 
through Hollywood and comic 
books than by their actual 
deeds, what catches the inter-
est of the Irish about The 
Alamo? 

It is often overlooked that 
nearly two dozen Irish-born 
were killed at The Alamo fight-
ing for Texan independence, 
man like Captain Danny Ward 
from Ulster. Many of the other 
d e f e n d e r s were of Ir ish 
parentage or descent - the gar-
rison commanders like Davy 
Crockett, born in 1786, whose 
father, John, came from Derry 
while Jim Bowie, of Bowie 
knife fame was born in Logan 

County, Kentucky, in 1796, of 
a family newly arrived from 
Cork. The name was originally 
O Buadhaigh. 

Hundreds more Irish-born 
gave their lives at the sub-
sequent battles for Texan inde-
pendence - the ba t t l e s of 
Gol iad and C o l e t o Creek 
where Colonel James Fannin, 
s u r r e n d e r e d h is men to 
General Urrea in the belief that 
they would be well treated. But 
Santa Anna gave orders that all 
prisoners were to be shot out of 
hand. The 385 Coleto Creek 
prisoners, a third of whom 
were Irish, were massacred on 
Palm Sunday, March 27. 

Three of the largest Irish 
colonies in Texas, Refugio, San 
Patricio and Victoria had been 
devastated by Urrea, suffering 
the greatest losses during the 
War of Independence in lives, 
property, livestock and crops. 
Santa Anna's brutality in at-
tempting to quell the Texan in-
surgents was to backfire as the 
Texans became more united in 
their efforts to break free of 
Mexico. 

On April 21 Santa Anna's 
arrogance led his army into a 
Texan trap at San Jacinto, near 
Galveston, a n d , a f t e r only 
twenty minutes, the Mexican 
army were defeated and the 
Mexican p r e s i d e n t was a 
prisoner. 

While the Texan Republic 
now seemed secure , the 
Mexican Government elected a 
new president w h o refused to 
recognise the secession of the 
terr i tory. Severa l Mexican 
generals led armies into Texas 
duringthe next ten years to 
retake the country. Many Irish-
born were to die in those con-
flicts. 

The Alamo, indeed , the 
Texan War of Independence 
has a curiously ambivalent 
place in Irish perspective. Was 
it really a war for the rights of 
a colonised people, for Texan 
independence, or were there 
other, more sinister motives 
behind it? 

The point is that the sym-

pathies of the Irish comunities 
in Texas were initially with 
Mexico than the newly arrived 
Americans settlers w h o en-
gineered the conflict. What 
had brought about the Irish 
change of attitude? Only one 
thing, the stupidity, arrogance 
and outright tyranny of the 
Mexican dictator, Santa Anna. 

I ron i ca l ly Santa A n n a 
(1795-1871) had only just be-
come president of Mexico by 
default. The elected president 
was Miguel Barragan, born in 
1789, the son of Michael Ber-
rigan, an officer of Spain's Irish 
Brigade. He had died of typhus 
in 1835. Barragan was a radical 
revolutionary who had recent-
ly freed the last Mexican ter-
ritories from Spain. Barragan's 
administration was fully sup-
ported by the numerous Irish 
in 'New Spain'. 

C u r i o u s l y Texas, cal led 
after the Caddo Indian word 
tjas meaning 'friend', had long 
been settled by the Irish in the 
employ of Spain. Texas had 
been surveyed by Spanish ex-
plorers as early as 1519 but 
Spain did not establish strong 
colonies there until 1690. 

The commander of Spain's 
Irish Brigade, Alexander O'-
Reilly, born in 1723 in Baltras-
na, Go. Meath, had been sent 
with the Brigade to Cuba. On 
A p r i l 12, 1764, O 'Rei l ly 
reported to Madrid suggesting 
that Spain should advocate 
Irish immigration to Cuba to 
strengthen the economy and 
military defences of the island. 
What applied in Cuba also ap-
plied in other territories of 
New Spain. 

One of O'Reilly's officers 
was Hugh O'Connor, born in 
Dublin in 1734. He had joined 
t h e H ibe rn i a Regiment of 
S p a i n ' s Ir ish Brigade a n d 
se rved in its campaigns in 
Cuba, Louisiana ar 4 Mexico. 

W h i l e O 'Rei l ly w a s in 
Louisiana, Madrid appointed 
Hugh O'Connor as Governor 
of Texas in 1767. In 1770 he 
became Inspector-General and 
Comandante-General of New 

Spain, having to administer a 
territory stretching from Texas 
to N e w Mexico and up to 
no r the rn Cal i fornia .He en-
couraged Irish-Spanish settle-
ment in Texas. 

One of the ironies of The 
Alamo, that little adobe mis-
sion of San Jose, at San An-
tonio, first founded in 1719, 
was that in the rebuilding of it 
in 1768, Hugh O'Connor, as 
the Spanish Governor of Texas, 
c a m e to d e d i c a t e the 
cornerstone of the building. 

It was from an Irish Francis-
can name Murphy, who used 
the S p a n i s h f o r m of Juan 
Augustin Morfi, that we know 
a great detail about New Spain 
at th i s t ime, for he w r o t e 
several volumes'of history of 
the area during his visits in the 
1770s. Names of settlers show 
that Irish and Irish-Spanish 
were settled extensively in 
Texas long before the aggres-
sive settlers moved in from the 
southern United States. 

Southern slavery 
Moses Austin had began to 

move these settlers in, firstly 
swearing allegiance to Spain 
which granted them lands. The 
Ir ish set t lers in Texas had 
noticed that these new former-
ly southern US settlers were 
not only anti-Catholic but were 
bringing in slaves, both Afro-
Amer icans and Indians, to 
work their estates. By 1836 the 
settler population of nearly 
25,000 had 5,000 slaves. The 
new colonists were also hostile 
to the already settled Irish, 
some 5,000, most of whom 
were Spanishified. Austin died 
b e f o r e 1821 b u t his son 
Stephen carried on the settle-
ment programme. 

By this t ime, h o w e v e r , 
Mexico, and its vast northern 
p r o v i n c e s , had won its 
freedom from Spain. Spain had 
sen t Lt. Genera l Juan O'-
Donoju (the Spanish spelling 
of O'Donoghue) as viceroy of 
New Spain. O'Donoju (1755-
1821) was another graduate of 
the Irish Brigade but moreover 
a just and talented diplomat. 
As viceroy, O'Donoju agreed a 
treaty known as the Plan de 
lguala wh i ch r ecogn i sed 
Mexican independence. 

It has been pointed out by 
O 'Donoju ' sChapla in Father 
Miguel Muldoon, that almost 
all the Irish in Texas supported 
Mexican independence. Lead-
ing the fight against Spain in 
Texas then was Juan Augustus 
Magee of a Co. Down family. 

T h e I r ish role in Lat in 
America was omnipresent, not 
just as general settlers but in 
those professions long denied 
them in their own country - as 
so ld i e r s , a d m i n s t r a t o r s , 
politicians - several Spanish 
vjdbroys in Latin American 
bete Ir ish names - profes-
sionals in all imaginable walks 

of life. It is an irony of his-
torythat they played such a 
prominent revolutionary role 
agains t colonial Spain, the 
country of their adoption. 

But let us narrow our vision 
to Texas. 

Prior to 1821, when O'-
Donoju recognised Mexican 
independence, the Mexican 
province of Texas, as we have 
seen, was settled by many Irish 
families. Following O'Donju's 
dea th , his chap la in , Father 
Miguel Muldoon, settled in 
Texas. The Mexican Govern-
ment had adopted a liberal, 
federal constitution, so Texas 
had a provincial government 
and domestic autonomy which 
was initially satisfactory to the 
Irish population. Importantly, 
Mexico had abolished slavery 
in all its territories. 

Stephen Aust in was still 
bringing in new settlers, who 
gave up their US citizenship 
and swore fealty to the newly 
independent Mexican Govern-
ment. The Mexican Congress 
of 1824 confirmed the grants to 
Austin to allow this colonisa-
tion. Muldoon w a s appointed 
tt> act as an intermediary be-
tween the Mexican Govern-
ment and the new settlers. 

Problems now arose among 
the American settlers which 
were rooted in the Mexican 
abolition of s lavery. Slaves 
were an important part of the 
economic outlook of the new 
settlers. Slaves were being im-
ported into Texas in spite of 
Mexican law. Tensions be-
tween the new settlers and the 
non- s l ave o w n i n g Irish-
Spanish settlers began to grow. 

Radical emigree 
The Irish found a leader in 

John Linn, whose father had 
been a Dublin professor and 
active in the 1798 uprising. 
Both father and son had only 
just escaped from Ireland with 
a price on their heads. John had 
inherited his father 's radical 
r epub l i can i d e a l i s m and 
recruited many new Irish set-
t lers for Texas, f r o m Irish 
pol i t ica l r e f u g e e s . These 
upheld the Mexican govern-
ment 's ideals of progressive 
radicalism. 

Following the death of the 
Irish-Mexican President Bar-
ragan in 1835, Santa Anna, 
h e r o of the w a r of ind > 
pendence but right-wing and 
ruthless, now became presi-
d e n t . His n e w cent ra l i s t 
politics was the just the excuse 
the American set t lers were 
waiting for. 

William Bar re t Travis 
started the war on June jjK), 
1835, by attacking the Mexican 
garrison at Anahuac near Gal-
veston. Members of the L ish 
community condemned Travis 
f o r t rying to p r o v o k e the 
Mexican G o v e r n m e n t at a 
meeting in San Felipe in July. 

The provocation worked. 
Events were taken out of Irish 
hands a n d moved quickly: 
Santa A n n a d i s so lved the 
Texas provincial government 
on October 3. A rebel congress 
was set u p and Stephen Austin -
became commander-in-chief 
of the Texan insurgents claim-
ing they were simply defend-
ing the Mexican Constitution 
of 1824. But the Irish knew that 
the new settlers wanted total 
separation from Mexico and 
eventual union with the USA. 
Offers to form a united front 
withMexican liberal opposi-
t ion to San ta Anna w e r e 
rejected. 

The I r i sh were ini t ia l ly 
d i v i d e d . James P o w e r 
favoured Texan independence 
and US a n n e x a t i o n . H i s 
partner, Hewetson, opposed 
annexation and eventually left 
Texas to settle in Mexico where 
he died in 1870. It was Santa 
Anna's massacres that pushed 
the Irish population into the 
American settlers' camp. 

But H e w e t s o n ' s f e a r s 
proved right when, after inde-
pendence, the American settler 
dominated government of the 
Texas Republic, recognised 
slavery, and introduced a less 
progressive constitution than 
the 1824 Mexican one. 

While the Irish settlers were 
away from their farms and set-
tlements fighting the Mexicans 
and Indians, the American-
Texans would raid the Irish 
homesteads and steal f rom 
homes left defenseless. The 
g o v e r n m e n t of the Texan 
Republic became outwardly 
an t i -Ca tho l i c d r i v i n g ou t 
priests so that by 1841 there 
were only two priests in all 
Texas. T h e Irish, m a n y of 
w h o m h a d been in Texas 
g e n e r a t i o n s be fo re the 
A m e r i c a n co lonis t s , w e r e 
c lassed as Mexicans a n d 
d e e m e d ' d i s loya l ' and 
'subversive'. 

Such conditions, when the 
Mexican-USA war broke out in 
1846 caused much Irish sup-
port for the Mexican cause and 
is an explanation behind the 
r ise of t h e f a m o u s 'Los 
Pa t r ic ios ' , the St Pa t r i ck ' s 
(Irish) Brigade of the Mexican 
Army, commanded by Gal-
way- born John O'Reilly. 

So what does The Alamo 
really mean? Is it truly a sym-
bol of the fight for freedom, as 
H o l l y w o o d w o u l d h a v e us 
bel ieve a n d which idea is 
entrenched in the US psyche? 
Santa Anna was certainly no 
saint but his politics were ac-
tual ly l i t t le d i f fe ren t f rom 
those of Austin, Houston and 
the other leaders of Texan in-
dependence. 'Freedom' from 
Mexico w a s purely for the 
commercial aggrandizement 
of the few, the furtherance of 
slave-economics and to pave 
the way for the fairly immedi-
ate annexation of Texas by the 
United States. 
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