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Irish human rights groups link Why New York City looks set to be Devaluation round two: 
hands across the border on the one place not to celebrate St 
anniversary of Bloody Sunday Patrick's Day this month 
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Connolly 

U N f O N S 

klX-COUNTY members 
iof the Amalgamated 
'Electrical and Engineer-

ing Union last month voted 
by 3,587 to 2,823 in a postal 
ballot for the British Labour 
Party to organise in Northern 
Ireland. The turnout was 28 
percent. 

The resu l t makes the 
AEEU the second British-

V; f ;t?y J1", ;:. 

based Labour Party-af-
filiated union to back the 
par ty organising in the 
North. Six-county members 
of the postalworkers' UCW 
voted three-to-one last year 
for Labour to contest North-
ern Ireland elections. 

The AEEU vote was a shot 
in the arm for the so-called 
Democracy Now campaign, 
which has been making slow 
progress in it attempts to per-
suade Labour-aff i l ia ted 
trade unions to put an effec-

tive block on the party's Irish 
unity policy by followingthe 
Tory lead and organising in 
the Sue Counties. 

But Labour's Northern 
Ireland spokesperson Kevin 
McNamara was not im-
pressed with t he AEEU 
result 

"The narrowness of the 
vote is surprising, given the 
sectoral location and there-
fore the religious composi-
t ion of the AEEU's 
membership in Northern 

Ireland," he commented. 

per cent of the AEEU's mem-
bership in Northern Ireland 
voted in favour, while ap-
proximately 12 per cent voted 
against," he pointed out. 

"The difference was only 
7$4 votes, which clearly 
demonstrates the divisive-
njess of this issue," he said. It 
Was an index of the lack of 
Support for the campaign in 

• - - -

"Two questi 

be asked concerning die bal-
let result," Mr McNamara 
8*id. "First, does it advance 
die cause of peace and recon-
ciliation in Northern Ireland, 
and second, does it advance 
the cause of Labour? The 
answer to both these ques-
tions is an emphatic 'No'." 

Supporters of Democracy 
Now last month set their 
sights on ballots of six-coun-
ty members of the two big 
general unions, the TGWU 
andtheGMB. • McNAMARA: dismissive 

UNITED STATES 
Martin Moriarty 

RIME Minister 
• John Major 

• H I ^ F didn't have the 
sort of 
W a s h i n g t o n 

welcome British Tory 
leaders came to expect in 
the Reagan-Bush era 
when he arrived in the 
US capital last month. 

And what was worse 
for him was the way 
British human rights 
abuses in the Six Coun-
ties dominated the media 
agenda, r 

Indeed, there were 
more questions asked 
about the North at the 
Prime Minister's final 

press conference than 
about any other issue. 

President Clinton may 
or may not keep his cam-
paign promise to send a 
special envoy. 

But the treatment last 
month of the British 
presence as an issue for 
the administration, 
rather than as something 
to be kept off the agenda 
by mutual agreement 
(unless the British need 
US help in the war 
against the IRA) marked 
a radical departure by 
the White House. 

What happens next 
depends on the strength 
of the Irish-American 
community./: 

• Full story; p5 



EDITORIAL 

It seems the 
hardest word 

THEY JUST can't say they're sorry, these 
scions of the English establishment. Their 
fathers tell them apologising is a sign of 
weakness. Their teachers reward them for 
sticking to their guns. Their elders and 

betters teach them a version of history in which 
the coloniser never makes mistakes. By the time 
they enter the world of government for which 
they have been shaped, they are physically un-
able to express regret. The words stick in their im-
perial craw. 

Witness the spectacle of Michael Mates climb-
ing down over Bloody Sunday. He now accepts 
that the 14 unarmed Deny civilians killed by 1 
Para on 30 January 1972 were wholly innocent. 

That wasn't what he was saying last year. In an 
interview with RTE conducted before he assumed 
ministerial office in April, he said nobody would/ 
have been killed that day had it not been for "the 
bloody riot organised by those very nationalists". 

He's now changed his mind. "There was no 
evidence to say that those people were other than 
innocent, and I accept that," he conceded last 
month. So he was sorry he had blamed the vic-
tims? "Those remarks are high on the list of 
remarks I wish had remained unsaid," he an-
nounced. But was he going to say sorry? There 
was no point in apologising for something said in 
a different context and on a different day, he 
declared. Graceless isn't the word for it. 'H j 

Contrast that with the behaviour of Paddy 
Hill. He shocked many people in these islands, 
not least among them thousands of Birmingham 
Six supporters who had campaigned for his 
release, when he turned to the soldiers on duty at 
the Bloody Sunday remembrance rally in Derry 
and said: "There is only one way to send them 
back and that is in boxes because that is what 
they do to us." 

It was an ugly statement, there's no gainsaying 
that. And it was a statement born of a moment of 
political despair. But it was a statement he with-
dew almost as quickly as he uttered it. He did 
what for the imperial English was the unthink-
able: he apologised. 

"I can only say that I have been under much 
personal stress recently," he said. "And this, com-
bined with the emotion I felt when confronted 
with the legacy of Bloody Sunday, and the com-
ments made by Michael Mates MP [his earlier 
condemnation of the "bloody riot"], left me quite 
overcome and led me to say a number of things 
which I did not intend or mean to say and which I 
now deeply regret." 

And he went on to reiterate his faith in the 
political process: "I wish to make absolutely clear 
that I do not support the use of violence by any 
side in the Northern Ireland conflict and do not 
wish to see any more deaths arise out of that con-
flict, whether of civilians or members of the 
security forces." 

We're still waiting for Michael Mates to dis-
play anything like the honesty, the integrity and 
the bravery shown by Paddy Hill, a victim of the 
very system that has so well looked after the 
Northern Ireland Minister. But we're not holding 
our breath. 

MM 

toish Demcmc 
MONTHLY NEWSPAPER OF THE 
CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
Founded 1939 Vol 48, no 3 
EDITOR: Martin Moriarty 
EDITORIAL BOARD: Gerard Curran, Conor Foley, 
Martin Moriarty, Peter Mulligan 
TYPESET AND DESIGNED: Connolly Publications 
PUBLISHED BY: Connolly Publications Ltd, 244-246 
Cray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8JR. Tel: 071-833 3022 
PRINTED BY: Ripley Printers <TU) Ltd, Nottingham 
Road, Ripley, Derbyshire. Tel: 07TJs7M«41 
1939-1900 and 1981-90 now available on microfilm 

Cash-strapped families 
face eviction 

H O U S I N G 

Jim Savage in Cork 

IRISH history is full of scenes 
of great hardship where ab-
sentee landlords evicted 

whole families f rom their 
homes and des t royed the 
buildihgs. 

Today, the bui lding 
societies are trying to secure 
evictions at Cork District 
Court, using warrants which 
have hardly been changed 
from when the British ran the 
show except by the replace-
ment of the crown with the 
harp. 

More than 60 Cork families 
will be dealt with this month 
for repossession of their 
homes, bought when interest 
rates were lower and their 
owners were in employment. 

Cork charities now have 
100 families existing on their 
mortgage support grants, with 
over 200 expected to face 
repossession orders. 

One charity source warned 
that the families represented 

the "new poor" who were 
desperafely seeking help to 
retain their homes despite crip-
pling debts?caused by massive 
increases in interest rates. 

"These people , were 
regarded as middle class," the 
charity official explained. "But 
they found themselves with 
not enough to survive on after 
recent mortgage interest 
hikes." 

One small charity is cur-
rently helping 15 southside Of 
the city families with their 
mortgages, but financial con-
straints have forced them to 
refuse assistance to others. 

In the corporation housing 
sector in the city, there are 
thousands of tenants who can-
not afford to pay the rent. 

The northside of the city, 
now accepted to be one of the 
worst crisis areas throughout 
Ireland, is a breeding place for 
loan sharks, who beat the 
money out of their victims. In 
this situation, with children 
going hungry for lack of food, 
the last thought is for the rent 
collector. 

misery for Galway 
EMPLOYMENT 

Democrat reporter 
• S-BASED transnational 

I Icomputer company 
Digital is to close its 

manufacturing division in 
Ballybrit, Galway, with the 
loss of 780 jcbs over the next 
12 months. 

When the corporat ion 
brought in a new president 
with the brief of dosing fac-
tories and cutting jobs after 
making a massive $2.8 billion 
loss worldwide last year, the 
future of Ballybrit initially 
looked secure. 

But Digital had already 
been transferring significant 
production from Galway to its 
plant in Ayr, and then opened 
a new $200 million microchip 
manufac tur ing p lan t at 
Queensferry, just over an 
hour's drive away from the 
Ayr factory. 

The clincher for the com-
pany seems to have been £400 
million worth of sweeteners 
offered by the Scottish Office 

R I G H T S 

Ann Gaughan in Dublin: 

THE Dublin-based Irish! 
Council for Civil Liberties 
and the Belfast-based 

Committee on the Administra-
tion of Justice sponsored their 
first joint conference on civil 
rights in Ireland, north and 
south, at Trinity College^ 
Dubl in , on Saturday 30 
January, the 21st anniversary 
of Bloody Sunday in Derry. 

Included in the nearly 500', 
participants in the all-day 
event were representatives 
from the Scottish Council for 
Civil Liberties and Liberty, the 
London-based watchdog. 

Among the well-known 
peopleattending were Richard 
Mcllkenny, one of the Birmin-
gham Six accused, Noel Bell, 
one of the three recently 
released UDR Four accused, 
and miscarriage of southern 
justice victim Nicky Kelly. 

Campaigns represented in-
cluded The Casement Ac-
cused, the Beechmount Five, 
The Voice of the Innocent, Veil 
Latimer, UDR Four, Peter 
Pringle, the Tallaght Two and 
the Sallins case in the Republic. 

Introduced simply with the 
recitation of the time the in-
nocent woman spent in 
English jails — "18 years, three 
months, five days" — Judith.. 
Ward helped welcome the 
audience. 

Colm Campbell, of the C AJ, 
concentrated on the man 
problems in Northern Irelai 
stressing the need for network-

• WARD: injustice victim 

ing in the international human 
rights community. He also 
frankly recognised the "blind 
spot" in the Republic for 
human rights abuses in the 
North. 

ICCL speaker, Michael Far-
rell, focused on important and 
little-publicised repressive and 
abusive elements of the civil 
liberties scene in the South, 
both non-related and related to 
the conflict in the North. He 
pointed out that the South ac-
tually led the North is some 
sorts of repressive legislation 

censorship, narrowing the 
right to silence — adding that 
political conflicts were exacer-
bated by repression and 
human rights violations. With 
no miOMtoty of redress, Far-

med thei 

Birmingham Six and 
Gui ldford Four defence, 
lawyer Gareth Peirce argued' 
that the basic issue was the ab-
sence of any concept of in-
alienable individual civil 
rights. Problems which arose 
were rooted ultimately in there 
being no constitution, no clear-
ly defined protection of the in-
dividual, the outcast, from the 
majority in the UK. 
, No-one, she claimed — not 

lawyers, judges, police, 
citizens -r-: knew what rights 
were, so there could be no 
protest when they were taken 
away. 

She warned against too 
great a reliance on "construc-
tiveness", in the form of or-
ganising one defence 
campaign after another, and 
urge! attention to the underly-
ing theoretical problems. 

The various workshops at 
the conference reported 4 their 
recommendations in the'clos-
ing plenary session, which in-
cluded immediate repeal of all 
emergency legislation and cen-
sorship, domestication of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights and the bring-
ing into line with international 
standards of those provisions 
dealing With the use of lethal 
force by the state. 
O This is an edited extract 
from Northern Ireland Human 
Rights Review, publ ished 
monthly by American Protes-
tants for Truth about Ireland. 
Annual subscriptions, which 
cost US$20, are available from 
APTI, 104 E Main 
Lansdale, PA19446,USA 

to secure the Ayr plant. 
Irish government sources 

have conceded that they can 
offer little hard e v i d i p g of 
the suspected deal, 1)ut 
European Community Com-
petition Commissioner Karel 
Van Mier t and Internal 
M a r k e t Commissioner 
Raniero Vanni d'Archirafi are 
never the less examining 
media reports that "preferen-
tial access to public contracts" 
was offered to the company 
by the Scottish Office/in the 
shape of guaranteed defence 
contracts. 

The fall-out from the'cor-
porate -deefoton «t -Digital's 
Massachussets headquarters 
will beenormousall over Gal-
way, which had depended on 
the success of theplant w e r 
the last 20 years. T h e biggest 
impact here will be on ser-
vices, housing, pubs, shops, 
hairdressers* banks, legaland 
profess ional services and 
healthcare, just about every-
thing," UCG economist 
Professor Michael Cftddy 
predicted last month. Y 

faults Ford 

anti-Catholic 
record 

D I S C R I M I N A T I O N 

Democrat reporter 
D Motor Company, 

the biggest employer!in 
West Belfast, has not 

found a way to deal effectively 
with tensions between Protes-
tants and Catholics in its 
700-strong workforce, accord-
ing to the US-based Investor 
Responsibility Research 
Centre. 

Although Ford ag 
many complaints to adopt, its 
own version of the MacBride 
principles on fair employment, 
the IRRC report finds that 
"there appears to have been lit-
tle effort to establish a joint 
union-management equal op-
portunities committee at the 
plant, despite an agreement 
between Ford and the unions 
at the UK level to do so." 

Also, the report states, ''un-
like many other companies 
that~ have had difficulties on 
fair employment issues, Ford 
has not negotiated any 'Decla-
ration of Protection' with its 
unions p ledging to work 
together to eliminate sec-
tarianism in the workplaceand 
protect workers from harrass-
ment." j 

Management in other com-
panies in difficult situations, 
such as Short Brothers and 
Gallaher, "does not appear to 
have let trade union leaders off 
the hook on thiS i issue," *tt»e 
report says. 
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St Patrick's DBf parade permit 

'. YORK'S St Patrick's) 
ay Parade Committee,' 

I ^ t h e secular coalition that; 
w a t awarded this, yearfs St 

last month handed the licence 
back-to the city authorities. 

They said. that they could 
not, press, a head .with. their 
plains to transform the day 
from a religious celebration 
into a> politically inclusive 
event since its traditional spon-

; sors, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, had re-asserted 
their right to organise the an-
nual march up Emit Avenue. 

"Partition destroyed 
I re land, and two parades 
would destroy the unity so im-

portant to our community/' 
jthey sa id , in a carefully- ' 
prepared statement. 

The secular committee was 
founded in an attempt to save 
the 1993 parade, aftertheAOH ! 

last summer declared that it i 
was through with trying t o or-
ganise the biggest <telebiatk» 
of Irishness anywhere in the 
world.-i. * 

They appeared exhausted 
by their two-yeanbattle forthe 
right to exclude the Irish Les-
bian and Gay Organisation 
f rom participating in the 
march. 

AOH national president 
George Clough went on record 
as saying the Hibernians 
would not be runningthe 1993 
parade, and New York State 

berunning the parade,but one 
thing is certain; t he Ancient 
iOtxteirof Hibernians wilhmt" 
-j Secular pamdetapokmpe*-
son Larry - Downes explained 
last month: "IfMrCloagfcandi 
Mr Coggins: had:not;!*iade 
those statement*; we would 

off the 
outa 
vertisement d 
parade was be 
f romi t s traditfiji 
andtheyfiledaiiwsuitdfarthe 
return of die permits Seasoned 
observers detected the,handof 
the city's cardiial;. John-GT-
Connor, behind theURtim.- 4 

committee decided to step 

parade and what seemed -an 
-inevitable splt t ;Thefederal 
court rulad* tHat^tHe city l had 
violated the-ADH^ dvilimer-
ties in requiring them to accept 

With neither C e city- nor 

peal the ruling, theM^M look 
se t to matdr tip PlMr Avenue 
from 42nd Street on 17 March, 
leading their traditional, politi-

ButllLGofwhich Is calling 
for a boycott ofthe parade they 
have been exduded from, is 
a l s o o r g a n i s t n g t h e i r own 
.larch, kicking off: from 59th 

i t ree t an* hofir-and-a-half 
before the AOH's. 

Whatever happens on the 
day,New<York City looks all 
set for another1 d ivided 'St 
Patrick^ 0ay>> 

IF we are to continue the cam-
paign for a united'Ireland, we 
need more of your cashl So 
thanks to all those who gave 
dur ing February: W O'-
MahOny £2.50, M Taylor £5, D 
Crosher £5, H Smith £25, M 
Jempson £10, L Bradley £4, P 
Mullin £10,0 Cahn £10, P Mc-
Gurk £15, C Linnington-Fraser 
£10, P Latham £5, R Bell £10, M 
Brertnan £5, J Boyd £10, RM £4, 
J Jennings £10, TG Smith £10, 
M Williams £5, M Goodman 
£5, P Geddes £10, K Keable 
£1750, P Evans £5, B Rae £25, 
C Durkin £4, P Lewis £8, M 
Cleere £15, B Wilkinson £2, 
•Banker's orders £138.35. In 
memory of Paddy Bond: J Mc-
Laughlin £25, B Morgan £100, 
H^Robson £20. 
FEBRUARY TOTAL: £530.35 
RUNNING TOTAL: £810.35 

DIARY DATES 

SUNDAY 7 March: Fight for 
Irish Independence 1916-1923, 
Anthony Coughlan, Trinity 
College, Dublin 
SUNDAY 21 March: The Bold 
Fenian Men, Bernard Morgan, 
local-Irish historian 
SUNDAY 4 April: The Bold 
Robert Emmet, Peter Berresford 
Ellis, writer on Irish affairs 

All lectures start at 6pm at 
the Irish Centre, Mount 
Pleasant, Liverpool. 
STOP PRESS 
SATURDAY3 APRIL: Troubled 
Images: Ireland and the Media 
Journalist Stephen Dorrill, 
filmmaker Kenneth Griffith 
and novelist Glen Patterson 
speak at the West Yorkshire 
Plbyhouse, Quarry Hill 
Mount, Leeds. 2pm start: Tick-
ets £3 from the Playhouse: 

Alex Reid in Dund 
DDRESSING this year's 
Sinn Fein Ard Fheis, 

nt Geny Adams 
called upon all those who sup-
port Irish unity and peace to 
resist the ditching of Articles 
Two and Three of the Irish con-
stitution. 

"Any amendment of Ar-
ticles Two and Three would be 
used around the world by the 
British government as an in-
dication of support for British 
rule and the hill apparatus of 
British repression," he said; "It 
would leave the British claim 
uncontested in law." 

It was this issue, he said, 
which highlighted the "need 
for a broad-based movement 
for Irish unity and peace". 

Accepting the "vast gulfs" 
which existed between 
republicans and the British 

nd* unionis.tg, Mr Adams 
' " I r t i e r ^ ^ i v M n 

included — to examine ail op-
tions in the desire to see peace 
and reconciliation in the 
country. 

"A new approach is 
needed; one which would in-
volve comprehensive negotia-
t ions between all of the 
parties," he said. 

The themes of self-analysis, 
open discussion in the talks 
and a degree of compromise 
were taken up by others at the 
two-day conference. Sinn F£in 
vice-president, Martin Mc-
Guinness, called on the Dublin 
and London governments to 
take the opportunity in the 
new round of talks to include 
Sinn Fein in the process. 

He said his party did not 
have all the answers to the 
problems, "but we have got 
some", and that they would be 
willing to engage in discussion 

"flexibility". He did not 

state clearly whait this 
flexibility, or "deftfodratic 
compromise" as Adams put it, 
would result in. 

Although mostlydefeated, 
the delegates from the Mairead ? 
Farrell Cumann (branch* — 
based in Dublin — frequently 
urged the party leadership to 
tone down their insistence on 
being included in the talks 
process. 

One delegate spoke of the 
-dangers in thinking that being 

' in the tall® ."was the 
of the end of the 

; He also argued that 
the document adopted at last, 
year's Ard Fheis which out-
lined the party 's political 
strategy, Towards A Lasting 
Peace, was creating: confusion 
and lacked credibility. But on 
the whole, the party, leaders-
proposals and reports enjoyed 
a safe majority in each debate. 

With the issue of censorship 
a major theme; die very fact 
they were able to hold their 
conference in Dundalk at all 
was a "victory against censor-
ship" according to Larry" O -
Toole, himself a victim of 
censorship during the Gateaux 
workers strike, since some 
local councillors had tried to 
ban them from'the town. 

While harassment and in-
timidation against Sinn Fein 
members is on the increase — 
11 members murdered by 
loyalist death squads since 
1988 — Martin Mcguiness 
stated clearly that untif the 
British government accepted it 
was at the root of the problem 
of the conflict, "the struggle 
will continue". 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY POLIT.lCaS^ 

A Balkan 

i PRESIDENT CLINTON going to repeat John F r 

; ,US militar^ioterventiMin'BosniaJ (At 
lyoffaance a*d Baitain, juatar 

jt wasfrancein4he> 1960a which trensfenred it* im-
perial Cresponsibilities? in Vietnamtothe Americans, 
with the British government of the time egging them r • 
on, as Peter BenesfordCUi* described wridly in last 
month's IrishDemocmt. 

If Clinton allows the Europeans to draw him into 
former Yugoslavia, you can be surethat history will 
cometosea i tas the day-the bright hopes of his ad-
ministration began to darken thunderously. 

Atfirstitwill be aid drops from the air to 
beleaguered Muslims. Then it will mean bomb drops. 

Soon after there will be so-
1 • Viv. 

'History 
will come 
to see it as 
the day the 

Clinton's 
victory 
began to 
darken' 

NATO focces rampage 
around former Yugoslavia. 
Then it will be all-out offen-
sive operations, as the 
Americans areshotat from . 
all sides by people who 
resent their presence in a 
country theyhave absolute-
ly n o business to be in. 
Even some US Generals are-
doubtful about involve-
ment Colin Powell, the 
Gulf War supremo, has 
warned that intervention in 
Bosnia offers "no clear-cut 
probability of victory and 
no clear way ou t" 

The beginning of wis-
dom in understanding the 
Balkan mess is to realise 

that the main responsibility for the civil war in former 
Yugoslavia rests with Germany, France and Britain, in 
that order. When you see the horrors of "ethnic cleans-
ing" on TV or read lengthy stories in the papers of 
mass rapes of Bosnian Muslims, remember you are 
being deliberately conditioned to approve of an im-
perialist intervention by the very powers that set the 
scene for these atrocities in the first place. 

The Owen-Vance plan to carve up Bosnia into 10 
ethnic cantons is not a "peace-plan" at all. It is a "war-
plan" guaranteed to escalate the conflict. For one thing 
it effectively liquidates the country the EC earlier had 
the folly to recognise. Could one really expect any-
thing better from that arrogant know-all David Owen, 
who openly advocated bombing Serbia before he even 
took on his present "peace-making" job? 

Owen's "peace-plan" is to license "ethnic-cleans-
ing" all over the state of Bosnia, which the Western 

, powers agreed to recognise as a state as long as its 
Muslim-Croat majority held a referendum for "inde-
pendence." When the extraordinarily inept leaders of 
the poor Muslims foolishly complied, they found their 
multina tionai province torn apart by conflict You do 
not have to be a political seer to understand that Bos-
nia is not a nationality entitled to self-determination 
and independence. It is a multinational area whose 
people were inextricably mixed together and intermar-
ried for generations. Any argument for holding Bosnia 
together as a state is an argument for preserving 
Yugoslavia itself, but the Western powers wanted 
Yugoslavia destroyed. 

The Owwv-V«nce plan is guaranteed to make 
everything in Bosnia worse than it is now. It is 
presented a» a "policing" operation, but policing with 
at least 25,000 troops is effectively military interven-
tion. The idea that Serb or Croat or Muslim forces will 
voluntarily give up parts of the territories they now oc-
cupy and withdraw into ethnic cantons to please 
David Owen is surely quite:unrealistic. So attempts 
will be made to force them. That means war—and 
lavish arms orders — which is the ultimate reason for 
all the war-hype about those nasty Serbs. 

"Hands Off die Balkans" was a powerful slogan for 
19th«antuiy British radicals. ItisoyiKg-out to be 
made Ihi same today. 
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LETTERS/ 
| " / 

Out of the 
frying pan... 

ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO, a London Times editorial 
commenting on the currency crisis in Ireland, 
pontificated that Ireland should follow Britain out of the 
ERM and stay close to sterling since so much trade wae 
still done with Britain. 

In a Radio £ireann discussion on Germany's failure to 
support the punt the way it had supported the French 
franc, it was disclosed that the Genrian Bundesbank 
rejected Bertie Ahern's criticisms, saying in effect that 
it was Britain's function to help the punt, suggesting 
that the punt should follow on the heels of sterling. So 
much for the efforts of the Irish bourgeoisie to escape 
from British domination in the EC. 

This seems to indicate that Germany accepts Britain's 
"right" to have the whole of Ireland in Its sphere of 
influence, inside the EC. As was predicted in the Irish 
Democrat, EC membership for the Republic of Ireland, 
was a case of escaping from the frying pan into the fire. 

Gerard Curran 
Ludlow 

National questions 
I AGREE with Peter Latham ( (Irish Democrat, February I 
1993) that it is unsound to attempt to define nations in 
the abstract and then apply this definition to the real 
world. I did not think the article of mine he criticises did 
that. Did it not say: "Like all human groupings — for 
example the family, clan, tribe —nations are fuzzy at the 
edges. No neat definition will cover all the cases. The 
practical test is to ask people themselves"? 

The main thrust of my piece was that people should 
try to avoid approaching the national question in terms 
of "-isms" like "nationalism". The word nationalism can 
mean totally opposite things: Hitler's nationalism as 
against Gandhi's or Connolly's for instance — German 
imperialism and xenophobia on the one hand, the strug-
gle for Indian and Irish independence on the other. 

It is perhaps more helpful to study national questions 
in terms of what are the real factors forming people into 
national communities, with a solidarity and conscious-
ness of their own that tends to give rise in time to 
demands for political independence. 

Britain and Yugoslavia are surely not nation states, as 
Peter seems to imply, but multinational ones. Is not that 
why they are are/have been politically unstable. He is of 
course right in saying that the political character of 
national movements is profoundly influenced by the 
social forces and classes that lead them. But does he 
not agree that a people has a right to independence 
even if its national movement is led by conservatives or 
even social reactionaries? It was not possible to deal 
with all these issues in the space available for the piece 
I wrote. 

Anthony Coughlan 
Dublin 9 
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Southern economy braces itself for 
devaluation round two 
A Dublin 
correspondent 
predicts further 
problems for the 
punt 

WITH the Irish 
government's forced 10 
percent devaluation 

proving to have been almost 
certainly not enough, there is 
every prospect that Dublin will 
have to devalue again soon, 
possibly at the time of the 
French election this month. 

Last May, the Irish punt 
was worth 90 pence sterling. 
Despite last month's devalua-
tion it is still £1.03 sterling or 
over. So Irish goods continue 
to be overpriced in British 
markets, while competing 
British imports to Ireland un-
dercut Irish products, causing 

job losses. Irish interest rates 
are over double British rates as 
an inducement to people to 
keep their money in Irish 
punts. That in turn hits invest-
ment and savagely punishes 
Irish house-mortgage payers. 

Dublin could soon be 
regretting that it did not seize 
the opportunity of "floating" 
the punt instead of going for a 
devaluation. A "float" would 
have let the currency find its 
own level in relation to other 
currencies in accordance with 
the supply and demand for 
Irish punts. There would then 
be no need for high interest 
charges to bolster an artificial-
ly over-valued rate. Britain has 
been able to slash interest rates 
by floating sterling after the 
currency markets forced Mapr 
and Lamont to break with the 
D-Mark. Sweden, Norway, 
Finland and Italy, as well as 
Britain, have all floated their 
currencies. 

Some weighty economic 
opinion in Dublin is now ad-
vocating floating the punt. 

UCD Professor of Economics 
Brendan Walsh says the 
government should do that 
rather than suffer the trauma 
of another devaluation crisis. 
So do var ious bus iness 
economists who, unlike the 
civil servants, know how the 
real financial world works and 
have no hang-ups about 
Europe. 

But the Europhiles who 
dominate Dublin monetary 
policy from the top reaches of 
the Department of Finance and 
the Central Bank, say 'No'. 
They all suffer from what 
Conor Cruise O'Brien — who 
talks political sense on EC mat-
ters — calls the political dis-
eases of "Maastrichtitis" and 
"Deutschmark infatuation." 

O'Brien def ines 
"Maastrichtitis" as "a distress-
ing condition, contracted by 
inhaling the rhetoric as-
sociated with the Treaty on 
European Union". He says that 
patients suffering from the dis-
ease "believe that the said 
Treaty has suspended the laws 

of international affairs, finance 
and even nature, and that 
whatever he does or does not 
do, the Treaty will come 
miraculously, to his ..aid, 
probably through the Bundes-
bank." 

He explains "Deutschmark 
infatuation" as "a psychologi-
cal ailment, prevalent among 
certain financial officials in 
Europe". According to Cruise 
O'Brien, "the most virulent 
strain of the virus is found in 
Ireland, especially the Merrion 
Street area of Dublin." He says 
that the most obvious 
symptom "is a swelling of the 
head, accompanied by 
euphoria and megalomania." 
The effects are frightening: 
"The patient comes to believe 
that his personal status and 
that of his nation depends on 
assimilation to the 
Deutschmark. It also affects 
the sexual organs, being as-
sociated with absurd virility 
and macho-games about the 
superiority of one's own cur-
rency." 

Annesley ponders arms 

. • ANNESLEY (right): He'll be staying in Belfast for now 

PETER 
MULLIGAN 
reveals exactly 
hou? the RUC 
chief made his 
play for Britain's 
top policing job 

RUC Chief Constable Sir 
Hugh Annesley has not 
been appointed 

Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner to replace Peter Imbert. 

But he did try. 
His Police Foundation lec-

ture was his case for the job. He 

proposed that a National Anti-
Terrorist Unit be set up with 
four divisions: one concerned 
with the cultivation of inform-
ants, the second with gather-
ing, u..ulysis and assessment of 
intelligence, the third with 
providing an operat ional 
capacity to respond to such in-
telligence, and the fourth, a 
training, legal and support ser-
vice wing. 

The unit, Annesley sug-
gested, should incorporate the 
Security Service, the 
Metropolitan Police Special 
Branch and Anti-Terrorist 
Unit, with a significant input 
from provincial CID and Spe-
cial Branches. 

The unit would be a "single 
police and intelligence focal 
point" for liaison with the RUC 
and would include military 
and customs personnel and 

other co-opted special skills. It 
would_ha ve a line of command 
to the Home Secretary "but 
with direct access to the Prime 
Minister." 

Annesley, who is aware of 
Irish history, obviously sees no 
end to 'Irish terrorist activity' 
in Northern Ireland or Britain. 
He had hoped to play his 'spe-
cial skills' card—a specialist in 
dealing with the Irish dissent 
which was now being loudly 
heard on the streets of Britain's 
main cities. 

Many thought his ex-
perience and strong anti-ter-
rorist background made him a 
prime candidate — Sir Peter 
Imbert was a former head of 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad. 

His swift reaction to 
criticism by the Box Produc-
tions/Channel Fourdocumen-
tary on collusion between the 

RUC and loyalist 
paramilitaries may or may not 
have isolated him. It certainly 
demonstrated that he had 
something to fear. The RUC 
even went as far as pressing 
charges of perjury against the 
programme researchers. 

Whatever the reasons, he 
did not win the coveted title of 
Commissioner of 
Metropolitan Police. The 
Home Secretary choose the 
lesser known Chief Constable 
of Kent who immediately 
proclaimed that in the fight 
against the IRA "you cannot 
look for quick fixes." The 
police strategy for dealing 
with the IRA had to be a war of 
attrition. 

But Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner or not, Sir 
Hugh will undoubtedly have 
his hands full for many years 
to come, for as he himself 
states, there is little likelihood 
of Irish dissent going away. 

But we should not accept 
this. We should demand that 
the cycle be broken. Enough is 
enough. There is another way 
— abolish the Government of 
Ireland Act, bring the troops 
home, make the bombers 
redundant. 

There are options for dis-
engagement with honour, and 
there can be an end to Britain's 
dilemma in Ireland. But Sir 
Hugh Annesley will not point 
this out ' to his British 
employers — it might make 
him redundant. 

p a g e 
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blows for Mr Major 

O He didn't have such a great time In the US 

THe Irish 
community is 
piling the 
pressure on 
Clinton to 
deliver, reports 
MARTIN 
MORIARTY 

THAT Bill Clinton's 
Washington hadn't been 
as cosy for John Major last 

month as the Reagan-Bush 
capital had been for himself 
and Mrs Thatcher became un-
avoidably obvious when more 
questions were asked at his 
final press conference about 
Northern Ireland than about 
any other issue on the British-
American agenda. His an-
noyance was obvious as the 
thought that must have been 
goiijg th rough his mind 
showed all too clearly on his 
troubled face: This was the US, 
home of the special relation-
ship, dammit . The White 
House press pack wasn't sup-
posed to ask difficult questions 
about peace envoys and shoot-
to-kill operations. 

If President Clinton felt 
anything for his guest it didn't 
show. After all, Mr Major's 
Conservatives had actively 
backed the Bush-Quayle cam-
paign. And not just with the 
sort of supportive telegrams 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd sent Bush's campaign 
manager James Baker on elec-
tion day. (It read: "May you 
bring down every duck in the 
last flight of the shoot.") Tory 
Central Office campaign 
managers had been dispatched 
to Washington to work the 
magic of Major 's "double 
whammy" campaign for their 

ideological ally. (History 
records they failed.) 

That the Northern Ireland 
human rights agenda 
dominated Mr Major's two 
days in Washington is a reflec-
tion of the determination the 
Irish-American community 
has shown to hold President 
Clinton to his election pledges 
in the four months since he tri-
umphal wer George Bush in 
the polls last year. 

It all started with Clinton's 
impressive performance in 
front of the New York Irish-
American community on the 
eve of the city's Democratic 
primary last April. He pushed 
all the right policy buttons: a 
special envoy to Belfast, US ac-
tion to end employment dis-
crimination in the Six 
Counties, a visa for Sinn F6in 
president Gerry Adams. 

He followed that up with a 
letter to Irish-American leader 
and former Connecticut con-
gressman Bruce Morrison last 
October, in which he outlined 
a five-point policy platform: 
appointment of a special 
envoy to Northern Ireland, 
elimination of foreign inter-
ference in the US judicial sys-
tem, attention to human rights 
abuses in the Six Counties, ex-
tension of visa opportunities 
for Irish immigrants and sup-
port for the MacBride prin-
ciples on fair employment. 

Concern 
The special envoy, whose pos-
sible appointment has caused 
such concern among unionists 
and British administrators, has 
been a central element in Irish-
American strategy for a 
decade, first argued for by 
Senator Daniel Moynihan in 
Congress in 1983. According to 
the set of recommendationsfor 
the new Democrat administra-
tion put together by Irish 
Americans for Clinton/Gore, 
which last year helped swing 
the community behind the 

Democrat presidential ticket, a 
six-county envoy would be 
consistent with the global 
responsibilities that the US has 
assumed in the post-Cold War 
era, "mediating ethnic and 
political strife throughout the 
world". 

But they don't just want an 
envoy. They want Clinton to 
appoint an ambassador "with 
greater authority to press for a 
number of political, economic 
and social initiatives which 
fundamentally address North-
ern Ireland" and they want 
him to be given "a consultative 
role" in the operation of the 
1985 Hillsborough Agreement. 
In addition, they suggest the 
president appoint a consul to 
Belfast "mindful of the policy 
objectives of the Clinton ad-
minis t ra t ion" and send a 
political and business fact-
finding mission to London, 
Dublin and Belfast. 

With Mr Major less than en-
thusiast ic about a special 
envoy, and the Unionists creat-
ing about the possibility of 
John H u m e ' s ally House 
Speaker Tom Foley getting the 
job (his name was leaked by 
the British news management 
team ahead of Mr Major's ar-
rival in Washington), no-one's 
yet willing to put big money on 
an appointment. 

But the remainder of the 
IACG agenda makes some 
equally significant recommen-
dations. In the wake of the ex-
tradition of Joe Doherty (Irish 
Democrat February 1992), .they 
want an end to US State and 
Justice Department harass-
ment of Irish citizens and a 
renegotiation of the US-UK 
Supplementary Extradition 
Treaty, a legal residue of the 
very special Thatcher-Reagan 
relationship which overturned 
a hundred years of US extradi-
tion law to secure the return of 
republican activists to UK ter-
ritory. 

In addition, they want the 
White House to apply 
wor ldwide standards to 
human rights violations in the 
Six Counties in order to "rein-
force the need for fundamental 
changes in how Northern 
Ireland is governed". 

IACG argue Irish im-
migrants should continue to be 
able to secure legal status 
through the extension of the 
Donnelly and Morrison visa 
programmes, which are due to 
be wound up this year. They 
also want an end to visa denial 
on ideological grounds. 

> Finally, the IACG demand a 
package of measures to 
promote fair employment in 
the North, including an end to 
State Department lobbying 
against city, state and federal 
endorsement of the MacBride 
Principles, and a reversal of the 
Securi t ies and Exchange 
Commission's ruling last year 
that individual shareholders 
would no longer be allowed to 

table resolutions on equal op-
portunities policies at com-
pany annual general meetings. 
They also want the new ad-
ministration to back the in-
clusion of affirmative action 
proposals in an overhaul of the 
1989 Fair Employment Act. 

But the IACG weren't the 
only people lobbying Presi-
dent Clinton in advance of his 
meeting with John Major. 

Only days before the British 
Prime Minister's arrival, 12 US 
senators appealed to him to 
raise human rights abuses in 
the Six Counties during Mr 
Major's stay. "We believe the 
hour has come for the United 
States to end its long tradition 
of silence on this very impor-
tant subject," they said. "The 
actions of the security forces 
continue to suggest a de facto 
shoot-to-kill policy," they said, 
and they expressed their 
"grave concern" about the im-
pact emergency legislation 
had had on civil liberties in the 
Six Counties and about 
evidence of collusion between 
police and army and loyalist 
paramilitaries. 

Responsibility 
"W;e value the long-held 
friendship between the United 
States and Great Britain, and 
we are committed to seeing 
that friendship endure," they 
argued. "But we believe this 
'special relationship' carries 
with it a special responsibility: 
to engage in an honest and 
forthright manner with one 
another about the protection of 
human rights and the preser-
vation of civil liberties." They 
conceded that British human 
rights abuses "may not be the 
sole cause of the violence" — 
and their s tatement con-
demned IRA's military cam-
paign — but they argued 
"reform of those abuses ... 
must be an integral part of the 
solution." 

With pressure from the 
Irish-American community 
channelled through IACG co-
chairmen Bruce Morrison and 
Boston mayor Raymond Flynn 
—both very powerful political 
figures — combined with 
senatorial initiatives over the 
signatures of Capitol Hill 
heavyweights Edward Ken-
nedy and Daniel Moynihan, 
the heat is on for Clinton to 
deliver on his election trail 
promises. 

Nothing on the envoy front 
is likely to emerge in advance 
of the six-county local govern-
ment elections in May. But the 
president 's tradit ional St 
Patrick's Day message is more 
than likely to afford some more 
Irish policy clues. 

John Major must be deeply 
regretting his Saatchi-style 
election tricks didn't rob the 
Democrats of victory last 
November. 

KEYWORDS 

When the 
people rule 

JOHN MURPHY unravels the 

meaning of democracy 

DEMOCRACY means rule by the people, from 
the Greek word for people, "demos". The 
Greek philosopher Aristotle in his book 

Politics contrasts democracy with "tyranny," rule 
by a dictator, and "aristocracy" or oligarchy, rule by 
a class of noblemen or the select few. 

Democracy means equality of rights between 
citizens, who all thereby have a say in running the 
state. In the city states of Aristotle's Greece only 
freeborn men were citizens. They met in assembly 
to decide policy for the city or "polis." That gave us 
the word "politics." The slaves who did the hard 
work for the Athenians were not free citizens and 
had no right to vote. In later "democracries" such as 
the Roman republic or the city states of mediaeval 
Europe, rights of citizenship were usually confined 
to few. The French Revolution of 1789 proclaimed 
the'Rights of Man and universal citizenship, but 
women still did not have a vote. In the 19th century 
in most countries only property-owning males 
could exercise the franchise. In our part of the 
world the past hundred years have seen all adult 
males become citizens with full voting rights. In 
the 20th century arduous democratic struggle has 
won women the right to vote and introduced the 
universal franchise. 

Civil rights are rights of equality, deriving from 
citizenship of a particular state. They cover various 
legal, political and social rights. But today we also 
speak of "human rights," implying that people 
have, or should have, rights as human brings, inde-
pendent of what particular governments ordain or 
politicians lay down. Human rights are rights 
people agree to accord one another by common con-
sensus and which states, or civilised states, agree to 
implement in their domestic law. So today we have 
the European Convention of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms and the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights, which are important 
standards of democratic behaviour within nation 
states. 

Democrats accept that both "civil rights" and 
"human rights" imply equality between people of 
different sex, sexual orientation, race, religion, age 
and nationality, so far as possession of certain basic 
rights is concerned. Thus struggles against dictator-
ship, aristocracy, racism, sexism, heterosexism, 
ageism, religious intolerance and national oppres-
sion are all democratic questions. A democrat holds 
that women and men, irrespective or creed or 
colour, should all have the vote and the various 
other civil rights. As regards national communities, 
democrats hold that all nations have the right to na-
tional self-determination, that is to self-rule, if their 
people should desire that. This is the democratic as 
well as internationalist principle. 

Of course equality of rights does not mean 
equality in all respects. People can have equal 
rights to vote, to free speech, free assembly, 
freedom from arbitrary arrest, side by side with 
huge inequalities in income, possessions, social 
status and power. After all, political mass 
democracies were first achieved in capitalist society 
marked by extreme inequality — in France, 
America and Britain for example. At the same time 
the extension of political democracy makes it easier 
for people to organise against capitalism and strug-
gle for the extension of democracy to economic life 
through some form of socialist society. 

Future history is likely to see humanity as still 
at a very early stage of political democracy. After 
all, it took generations of struggle before the 20th 
century won the vote for all adults in our society, 
and there are many countries around the world 
where people still do not have that right. And we 
all know„how little an individual citizen's right to 
vote can influence things without mass organisa-
tion, a press and media sympathetic to democratic 
causes and politicians who fulfil their election 
pledges. 
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Rich talent 
True Believers, 
Joseph O'Connor, 
Flamingo, £5.99 pbk 

JOSEPH O'Connor's fol-
low-up to Cowboys and In-
dians is this collection of 
13 short stories. The rich 
talent that was evident in 
his first novel is very 
much on display here. 
O'Connor deals with a 
number of themes con-
cerning Ireland in the 
1990s to produce a book 
that is excellent, and 
shows his mastery of the 
art of short story writing. 

EF 

Unique account 
Now and In Time To 
Be, Thomas Keneally, 
Flamingo, £5.99 pbk 

THOMAS Keneally, an 
Australian of Irish de-
scent, has written a uni-
que account of journeys 
in Ireland. He observes 
the historical features 
that are etched into the 
landscape and the Irish 
psyche and comments 
on how modern Ireland 
comes to terms with its 
visible, painful past. 
Every reader will learn 
something new from this 
recommended book. 

EF 

Celtic art 
cards 

St Patrick's Day Cards 
with greetings in Irish 
and English 

Pack of ten for £3 from 
Four Privinces Book-
shop, 
244/246 Gray's Inn 
Road, 
London WC1X8JR. 
Tel 071-833-3022 

Visit our bookshop and 
see the largest stock of 
Irish books in Britain. 

Also available: 

The Irishmen: 
An Impression 
Of Exile 
A film on video, 50 
minutes long by 
SEAMUS ENNIS and 
PHILIP DONNELLAN, 
which shares the life of 
the working Irish in 
Britain and celebrates 
their strength, skills, 
and their contribution 
to the building of this 
island. 

£15 inclusive from Nor-
thamtpon Connolly As-
sociation, 5 Woodland 
Avenue, Abington, Nor-
thampton NN3 2BY 

How 'Ulster' could 
stay British by 
quitting the UK 

i~J They don't know which way to turn 

Gerard Curran 
Self Determination? The 
Question Ulster must 
Answer, Richard 
Cameron, Ameron 
Publications, £5.99 pbk 

THE AUTHOR describes 
the book as a "radical 
reassesment of Ulster 

Protestants' loyalty to 
Westminster, prompted by 
Westminster's disloyaltv to 
them." 

Mr Cameron is highly 
critical of the period of direct 
rule and blames the economic 
decline of the Six Counties on 
Britain. He forecasts a fur-
ther decline if'Ulster' 
remains under English 
domination: "The economic 
advantages of being part of 
the UK are now greatly 
diminished by Ulster's con-
stitutional uncertainty, and 
even the sovereignty of the 
UK itself, on which the Ulster 
people were taught to place 
so much store, has changed 
with Britain's growing en-
tanglement, and subservience 
to Europe." 

Then he makes the very 
paradoxical statement. "To 
stay British they'll have to 

find solutions outside the 
United Kingdom." 

Mr Cameron is nostalgic 
about the days when Stor-
mont controlled security. In 
the independent Ulster he 
visualises the IRA would be 
properly dealt with, unlike 
the present "pussy-footing" 
the British go in for. He 
speaks about using airpower 
against them. That sounds 
like the British forces again: 
"May we borrow your air 
force?" Catholics will be let in 
this new state if they behave 
themselves, which seems to 
indicate it will not much dif-
ferent from the present Six 
Counties, complete with dis-
crimination. 

The author considers the 
following options: negotiated 
independence for 'Ulster' to 
become a dominion under 
the British Crown; dominion 
status by unilateral action; 
total independence and a 
break with Britain. 

Because he sees a British 
ruling class which has al-
lowed the enosion of the in-
dustrial base i» Britain, the _ 
author thinks-Britain wants 
to get rid of 'Ulster' by allow-
ing "Republican" Ireland to 
to swallow it up. Mr 
Cameron does not seem to 

realise that despite declining 
industry Britain still behaves 
as an imperialist power. It is 
a matter of indifference to 
them whether they dominate 
Ireland through Belfast or 
Dublin. 

The writer's feeling of out-
rage is understandable. Here 
is a group of people who 
have been led to believe they 
were a "chosen" people be-
cause of their religion, their 
hard-working qualities, their 
"loyalty" to the British 
Crown, who are suddenly 
rejected in favour of the 
enemy' — or so the loyalists 
have been led to be lieve. 

Because they were left 
more or less on their own 
until the late 1960s to run 
their racist police state, the 
loyalists greatly exaggerated 
their freedom of action. Sud-
denly it begins to dawn on 
them that Britain is not run 
on the basis of loyalty to the 
Crown but in the interests of 
a small number of very rich 
people. Not only have 
Britain's rulers betrayed 
Ulster' but as Mr Cameron 

has discovered by reading a 
pamphlet called The Murder 
dfiBritish Industry by John 
Bbyd and Faming in The 
Clouds by Richard Body, they 
have no concern for their 
own people either. 

In view of Mr Cameron's 
disillusionment about both 
the British and EC there 
seems to be a basis for a 
dialogue with him. He might 
be persuaded that because of 
the disarray among 
Unionists, and the enormous 
economic problems an inde-
pendent 'Ulster' would face, 
nn Ireland where the two 
traditions can face political 
and economic problems 
together free from outside in-
terference might be seen as 
simpler solution than the one 
he is proposing. 

History catches up with Yeats 
Peter Mulligan 
Yeats and artistic power, 
Phillip L Marcus, 
Macmillan, £40 hbk 

7 build my eternal peace, 
With stories of dead kings 
In Ireland or in Greece 
Out of Italian Art 
Out of the sculpture of 
Greece... 

Ma n y books about 
Yeats concentrate on 
his work and his life 

while ignoring the country 
that made him. More so 
many literary critics ignore 
the political conditions that 

create a writer or a poet and 
the works of previous writers 
and poets that went before . 
Yeats and from whom he 
took his inspiration. 

This book has made some 
headway in giving us Yeats 
with the bigger picture, the 
historical figures that create 
our perceptions of the Irish 
continuous revolution and 
who had a profound effect on 
Yeats. 

Yeats was certainly not im-
mune from the national 
aspirations of the Irish 
people: he was a part of it. 
Marcus makes progress in 
recognising this. Undoubted-
ly Thomas Davis and the 
Young Ireland Movement 
served as a foundation, for 

Yeats' conception of Irish his-
tory, not to mention mythol-
ogy-

The positive aspect of 
Yeats was that he was a poet 
of his time. While embracing 
and projecting Irish mythol-
ogy, he was conscious of his 
international role as an Irish 
literary figure and responded 
to this influence by bdng a lit-
tle more international than 
national. Not necessarily a 
bad thing. 

When Yeats began his 
career as a writer, Ireland 
was in the process of reassert-

o/nations. Parnell held tfie 
political high ground and not. 
many were immune from the 
great debate - Irish freedom, 

autobiographical facts in 

fa 
adds much to our knowledge 
of a notable and controversial 
Irish dramatist ami his craft. 
Written originally to keep 
the wolf from the door—O'-
Casey was never, rich — they 
helped him survive as well as 
he did in genteel poverty 
amid the small town, small-
minded,. middle class, 
English gentry in Devon. 

Born in Dublin in 1880, 
helped by WB Yeats and 
LadyGtegory, O'Casey sur-
mounted the usualdraw-
backs of backstreet poverty 
and, picking up an education 
as best he could while scratch-
ing a living, he became one of 
the best-known Irish 
dramatists in the 20th cen-
tury. 

Now don't go looking for 
facts and truths in this im-
aginative autobiography. 
Writing stories about yourself 
is like talking to a captive 
audience for whom you are 
buying pints in a pub. They 
don't believe a word of it, but 
just hope you'll tell a good 
yarn and keeps the pints com-
ing. 

His first play, The Shadow 
of a Gunman, was produced at 
the Abbey Theatre in 1923 " 
and was built around the 
lives of the people O'Casey 
knew best, ordinary 
Dubliners getting up and 
working and preparing 
meals, while all around a 
political drama, very real and 
very bloody, is taking place. 
O Casy was involved, like 
many othes, probably in a 
minor role, in the troubles. It 
is said by O'Casey that he 
was involved in the Gaelic 
League and Sinn Fein. It is 
also said he was Secretary of 
the Irish Citizen Army and 
was also a founder member 

when, why, how, and by 
what means? Yeats knew that 
Irish history had created the 
current political ferment and 
it was history, yes Irish his-
tory, that motivated his 
literary works. 

The Fenian literary tradi-
tion was his kiey and hi9 men-
tor John OLeary was himself 
inspired by Davis. One is left 
with the impression that he 
would have been a full-
blown revolutionary but for 
that fact that he was from 
plantation stock. Did it hold 
him back? Perhaps a little. Or 
perhaps it was his strength! 

The author of this volume 
is to be commended. This 
book could be taken as a his-
tory of artistic power in 

dramatist. 
O'Casey taught himself to 

read in his teens; Heworked 
as a labourer a»dwas43 
when he had his firat success. 
In later life he mixed with the 
rich and famous and sent his 
children toposh English 
schools, but OCasey was 
nobody'sfoelandwas al-
ways on to himself. The did 

self a communist and wear-
ing a red star in his lapel, 
richly deserved a peaceful 
retirement, for out of poverty, 
the struggle to make a living 
and survive political oppres-
sion and the rape of his 
blessed Irish culture, he had! 
administered a mighty kick 
to the Anglo-Irish estab-
lishment and its language 
and replaced it with a vital 
force and energy that still has 
the ability to thrill and excite. 
His memorable line "The 
whole world is in a state of 1 

chassis" rings as true today 
as when he wrote it. 

And if you think success 
went to OCasey's head and 
would have him writing 
drawing room pap, remem-
ber that the production of The 
Plough and the Stars in 1926 
met with rioting on the 
streets of Dublin. O'Casey 
never left Irish nationalist 
communist politics. He 
yearned for that revolution-
ary action in the heart that 
would allow oppresed work-
ing people to see the poten 
tial richness of the life around 
them. This is the fuse v^uch 
he lit and which still, has to ex-
plode in the hearts and Reads 
of all young people. 

Ireland. The power behind 
Yeats. 

But why do these 
American Professors of 
English allow themselves to 
be used in the 'revisionist' 
game by describing their 
work as studies in "Anglo-
Irish literature"? Yeats is 
simply an Irish writer and 
stands up there with Swift, 
Goldsmith, Synge, Wilde 
(mother and son), Joyce, O'-
Casey, Shaw and Beckett. Are 
all Irish writers who write in 
English to be called'Anglo-
Irish'? This is becoming a silli-
ness and should be corrected 
now. r 

That said, do not be put I 
off by the title, or the price: • 
this is a book worth reading. 1 
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C O N S P I R A C Y 

C U L T U R A L IMPERIALISM? 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

I J i A D i m 
1 1 1 © f l t l f l With their heads all covered they knelt on the ground 

For inside that grim prison lay a true Irish soldier 
His life for his country abort to lay down 

He went to his death like a true son of Ireland 
The firing party he bravely did face 
Then the order rang out: -Present arms, Fire!" 
James Connolly fell into a ready-made grave. 

The black flag they hoisted, the cruel deed was over 
Gone was the man who loved Ireland so well, 
There was many a sad heart an Dublin that morning 
When they murdered James Connolly, the Irish rebel 

THERE was a bold Tjpperary boy, 
From the Glens of Aherlow; 

He sang the song of his counfcy's wrong 
Where the lovely Amer flows. 

And as he took me by thehand, 
His happy home to leave, 

Forced by England's treachery 
j To fill a refcl's grave. 

CHORUS: 
Goodfdghtmy honest neighbour, 
i 111 afflforyou soon; 

IT IS ACCEPTED that there was discrimination in 
torthem Ireland. Quasn'swaeoneof thenwjorinatitu-

I'll seek the woods ofraweetGlei 
Or in some rock orcave, 

For glory and for Ireland's sake 
, To fill a rebel's grave. 

The spirit of freedom they tried hard to quell 
But above all the din came the cry: "No Surrender!' 
Twas the vo icee f James Connolly, the Irish rebel. The rockymountainside, 

The heather for his pillow 
Andbyhis friends supplied. 

And as he roamed, outlawed from home, 
From rise till set of sun, 

Atnight,he'dsteal down weoodand gler 
A rebel on the run. 

A traitor crept among us, 
Andthecause he meahylsold 

Conof'Hamett, a graduate of the London School f f 
Economics,was iniormeo mat ne couia not oe accepted 
asihe GCHQ nationality rata* restrict Jobs to potion* 
whoee parents are British. GCHQ states It is committed 

So equal opportunities. H » Guardian \ 

H 2 0 j E E 3 3 -A Lance-Corporal In the Royal Artillery 
put the problem a little more succinctly: 'We wouldn't 
have no bother here Iftbelrish were woga; H they was 
wogswecoutdjust get stuck in and sort them out—d 
no one would worry. Instead of that, there's all this talk 
about us murdering them.' 'I tell you why we are here,' 
arid a gunner. 'We are here to be targets while the 
pomtolaM mark time. It's all very well being tokl we're 
winning. Winning what? What's happening is that we 
are putting more people away, but some time or other 
that lot have got to be let out, What's going to happen 
then, that's what I want to know? Seems to me we'll be 
back where we started.' 'See,' his mate added, 'if only 
they was wogs." The Sunday Times From an interview 
in 1981. 

BriMSHdlsFJai "Mr Canning was jailed for 30 years for 
conspiracy, 10 years for possession of explosives, 
three years for possession of Kalashnlkove and 10 
years for possession of a pistol - all sentences to run 
concurrently." The Guardian NB Conspiracy is a catch-
all charge which cannot be proved or disproved and ite 
use has been condemned by International human rights 
organisations. 

HldMtldMagraaiw "There's no shortage of recruits. 
We are In a situation we have not been in since the early 
1970s where we are turning away recruits. So long as 
the British presence continues IRA resistance will con-
tinue. We are simply the symptoms. If the British have 
learned anything from their presence In Ireland they 
should have learned that. Unfortunately for us, the 
British are slow learners. But we are patient teachers." 
The Guardian Interviews the IRA 

MIAyiWMJaWUra "The volunteers of the IRA have a 
task ... to maintain an efficient fighting force to wage 
armed resistance In pursuit of national reunification. 
What difficulties tint creates for any political party is 
not a question for us." The Guardian NB We say it is. 

idllidlgMwiMiaiasiMSMfliM As a small practical ges-
ture, the Secretary of State also announced that bi-lln-
gual road signs in Irish and English would be permitted. 
They have been banned by many Unloniat councils. It 
will be interesting to see if the British will enforce the 
Irish right to erect bilingual signs. The Guardian NB 
Nine years ago the Northern Ireland Office refused to 
allow Paddy Agnew, a prisoner In Long Kesh, to com-
municate in Irlah. Later Brendan O'Fralch who gave his 
name and address in Irish when challenged by the 
aecurity forces was fined £50 by a Belfast Court for 
refusing to communicate in English. 

But Fenian men will rise again 
I Their country's sold to save 
And strike a blow for liberty 
j And fill a rebel's grave. 

A Britishdsoldier caused his death, 
By a rifle shot he fell; v 

The red-brown heath, if it could speak, 
i His bravery would tell. 
A Saxon soldier he laid low 

In the gallant fight he made 
And now he sleeps in old Kilcash 
. And fills a rebel's grave. 

Sad is thy fate, oh Erin's isle, 
Adieu to Innisfail; * 

Most of my comrades now are shot, 
- .And some are dying in Jail, / 
Buttather than a coward be / 
r Or else a Saxon slave, , / 
I'd strike ablowforliberty 

And fill a rebel's grave. 

i death at Edentubber, November, 1957) 

A ch*lice for my blood, thy soil shall be, -
Erin my own land, Erin my own, farewell. 

Our guns rang our like music o'er the land, 
Though doomed tofail, ourfight was not in vain, 

A captive bond thy stwmfrth could only bend, 
One day shaH burst love, one day When our sons unite. 

High o'er my grave thelamp of hope shall burn. 
Guiding thy steps to liberty's high throne, 

A starry crown upon thy head shallbe. 
You shall be free, love, one day when I am dead. 

a 
Farewell, farewell die silent moon'fe glow, 

And marching steps draw near mi prison door, 
IH die foryotvforyou 111 ever pray. 

From God's eternal, from God's eternal shore. 

LAST WORD 



ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

J1 . - • ' — ' • • • J 
Lloyd George threatened war to impose the Treaty. But the US was making its own war plans 

• The Custom House burns in 1921 

THE FRENCH have a 
saying: with an 'if' you 
might put Paris in a bottle. 

Historical writers are fond of 
'ifs'. For myself, I try to keep 
'ifs' for my fiction work. Those 
readers who follow my Peter 

. MacAlan novels will know 
that I use this medium as a 
means of blending historical, 
fact with speculation. For ex-
ample, this month sees the 

'•"'publication of my eighth Mac-
Alan novel The Windsor 
Protocol (Severn House) in 
which, in fiction form, I ex-
amine Hitler's plans to re-es-
tablish the Duke of Windsor as 
puppet king of England as part 
of operation Seelowe, the in-
vasion of England in 1940. 

Researching the book, I 
found more information was 
available for study from Ger-
man sources than UK archives. 
The reason being that on 
March 14, 1983, the Solicitor-
General, Arthur Lewis, reply-
ing to a question in the House 
of Commons, announced a 100 
year ban on the opening of 
secret documents relating to 
British Fascists and their 
cooperation with Nazi Ger-
many (Hansard 15, March, 
1983). These documents 
(Home Office Registration 
Files - Supplementary Series 
HO 144) were thought too sen-
sitive to be released as they im-
plicated many prominent 
personalities. 

• Unfortunati ly, the British 
have a habit ot closing 'sensi-
tive files'. They have just an-
nounced that the files on 
Black and Tin' activities in 

Ireland will also remain closed. 
One class of documents 

they seem to have overlooked 
is pape r s relating to t h e 
government ' s contingency 
plans for coercion in Ireland -

had the Irish delegation 
rqftjsed to sign the Treaty in 
1921. As soon as those papers 
became available recently, my. 
estimable colleague, Martin 
Collins, highballed it down to 
Kew and had a field day going 
through what lay behind 
Lloyd George's threat of 'an 
immediate and terrible war' if 
the Irish delegation refused to 
sign away the republic, and ac-
cept Partition and Dominion 
Status. 

This brings me back into the 
realms of 'if'. Since 1921, his-
torians, both pro-Treaty and 
anti-Treaty, have speculated 
whether Lloyd George was 
bluffing or not. Would 
England, in the face of world 
opinion, really have renewed 
its campaign of terror in 
Ireland to the extent necessary 
to quell the Irish people into 
submission? Winston Chur-
chill had warned the Irish 
delegates that England 
planned 'a real war - not mere 
bushranging'. 

Well, 1 have no wish to steal 
Martin Collins' thunder, as he 
will shortly be publishing his 
findings, but, with his permis-
sion, I can say that Lloyd 
George and his Cabinet were in 
deadly seriousness. The War 
Office had drawn up some 
pretty frightening plans. Of 
course, we should remember 
that the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff at this time was 
Field Marshal Sir Henry Wil-
son, who was Unionist MP for 
North Down, and who became 
security adviser to the Stor-
mont regime and was respon-
sible for the pogroms against 
Catholics. 
• i i •.'•• •• '•>. sa i 

In May, 1921, he had said: 
'If we don't reinforce Ireland' 
(by which he meant the 
English army in Ireland) 'by 
every available man, horse, 
gun, aeroplane, that we have 
got in the world, we would 
lose Ireland at the end of this 
summer, and with Ireland, the 
Empire.' His plan certainly 
was based on that concept. A 
massive reinforcement, an 
economic blockade of Irish 
businesses, internment on a 
scale unprecedented and sum-
mary executions, total censor-
ship and the closing down of 
Irish newspapers. 

Could this plan have 
worked? The planners at the 
War Office urged, that in light 
of international pressure, the 
plan had to be implemented 
quickly, within a few days, so 
that such pressure could not be 
mounted before the 're-con-
quest of Ireland' was an ac-
complished fact. 

The main player in this 
question of 'if was undoub-
tedly the United States who, 
for its own internal politics, 
wanted to see a resolution of 
'the Irish question'. Would the 
United States have stood idly 
by while the English war 
machine went all out to smash 
Irish disSent? 

What is fascinating is that 
there were already plans afoot 
whereby the United States and 
the United Kingdom were 
preparing for war with one 
another on matters unrelated 
to Ireland. Is it possible that 
any development of the war in 
Ireland could have tipped the 
scales and precipitated this 
war? 

Antagonism and suspicion 
between the United Kingdom 
and United States had been in-
creasing during 1914-1918. 
a i -

There were many ,in the US 
Government who were fol-
lowers o£ tjie writings 5f-Ad-
miral Alfred Thayer Mahan-
USN (1840-1914) who, fit 
works such as The Influence of 
Sea Power upon History argued 
that all wars come from 
economic rivalry. In this, Ad-
miral Mahan, while not admit-
ting it, seemed to have worked 
out a good Marxist theory. 
And his books were a major 
influence on American foreign 
policy. It was argued that on 
the USA's emergence as a 
major trading power, the UK 
would inevitably come into 

with the USA to 
protect her imperial trade. 

Was this just 'pie in the sky' 
speculation? 

On 6 May, 1919, theChief of 
the US Navy, 

Benson, wrote from 
the Versailles Peace Con-
ference to Navy Secretary, Joe 
Daniels, advising that Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson should 
create a situation which would 
compel him to break relation-
ships with the UK. Further-
more, Admiral Benson said 
that he had received intel-
ligence that the English were 
considering unleashing the 
Royal Navy on American ship-
ping. 

. On 28 May, 1919, the 
General Board of the US Navy 
discussed the possibilities of 
war between the UK and 
America. The American Secret 
Service had confirmed 
Benson's report about the UK 
government 's war plans. 
Britain, it was said, was seek-
ing domination of the newly 
formed League of Nations. 

Secret 
Indeed, it was only in 1972, 
when DC Watt, of the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science, had access to 
relevant UK documents that he 
found that the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wester 
Wemyss, together with Ad-
miral Lord David Beattie, had 
presented the UK Government 
with a top secret plan whereby 
the Royal Navy was to make a 
pre-emptive strike against the 
American Navy and destroy it, 
as a first step to exerting its 
imperial trade domination. 
This meant a pre-emptive 
strike against the US fleet in 
Pearl Harbor. One views sub-
sequent denunciations by the 
UK of the Japanese Imperial 
Navy's strike at Pearl Harbor 
in 1941 with wry cynicism. 
Maybe it was out of mere pique 
because the Japanese had 
pinched the British war plan of 
1919? 

Admiral Benson had ad-
vised a contingency defence 
plan of put t ing the USN 
destroyer flottila on immediate 
alert, while concentration 

should be made on building up 
a major increase in American 
naval strength.This was done. 

War between the UK and 
USA during tlw" latter half of 
1919 was a very real prospect. 

It was so real a prospect to 
well informed observers that 
in mid-1919, the Scottish Mar-
xist Republican, John Mac-
Lean, who formed the Scottish 
Workers' Republican Party, 
the staunch Mend and sup-
porter of James Connolly, 
wrote a pamphlet The Coming 
War With America which, 
presenting a Marxist analysis 
of the situation, forewarned 
the eruption of a capitalist war! 

The prospect of a war be-
tween the UK and USA had, 
curiously, been prophesied 
over 20 years before, by a then 
famous English science fiction 
writer. George Griffith, born in 
Plymouth in 1857 of Welsh an-
cestry as George Chetwynd 
Griffith JoneS, died at Port 
Erin, Isle of Man, in 1906. He 
was the most popular writer of 
science fiction tales during the 
1890s. He was hailed as 
England's Jules Verne. HG 
Wells, whose War in the Air 
(1908) was actually a repr ic-
ing of a Griffith novel, gives 
Griffith a sort of backhanded 
compliment by having the 
hero, Bert Smallways, reading 
Griffith's The Outlaws of the Air 
(1894) in his opening chapter. 

Griffith produced some 45 
books, forecasting not only 
flight in 'heavier than a i r 
machines', but the develop-
ment of air war, guided mis-
siles, underwater warfare, and 
many other weapons that have 
become scientific reality, in-
cluding the use of sonic rays. 
He forecast interplanetary 
travel, global warming and 
political use of weather con-
trol. In one novel, written four 
years before the Second Boer 
War, he foretold the coming of 
that war, forced on the Boer 
republics by commercial con-
cerns. 

His women characters were 
always liberated and equal in 
al] things with his heroes. One 
suspects, although little is 
known about Griffith, that he 
was socialist in his politics. 

Why then has this once 
popular and bestselling writer 
been forgotten? Because 
Americans deemed him 'anti-
American' for forecasting war 
between the USA and UK 
while the British establishment 
has become embarrassed by 
his works. But Griff i th 's 
forecast of war between the UK 
and USA over commercial con-
cerns was nearly one of the 
great prophecies of history/ 
His novel The Great Pirate Syn-
dicate (1898) is a marvellous 
pfetieof economic analysis. 

Just before he died in 1906 
he wrote another novel The 
Lord of Labour in which he 
forecast 

the German Kaiser and won by 
. Britain and America jointly. ItT 

was published posthumously 
in 1911, afew years before the 

.prediction became reality. . ; 
I have argued for some 

years now that some of 
Griffith's works should be 
reprinted and his work recog-
nised once again. At the mo-
ment, he is almost entirely 
forgotten except among a few 
literary morticians, such as 
myself. 

As for the prospects of the 
war between the USA and UK, 
they did-not diminish after 
1919. They simmered during 
the years of Harding 's 
presidency and when Calvin 
Coolidge took office they 
reached new levels. In fact, 
during the autumn and winter 
of 1928 Anglo- American rela-
tions were at their worst level. 
A great d<^l of 'war talk' took 
place and the US began to dras-
tically increase its navy expen-
diture to equip its forces to 
meet th^ Royal Navy. Even 
Adolf Hitler wrote joyously of 
the prospects of such a war. 

When Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt became Democratic 
President in 1933, and with the 
simultaneous emergence of 
Adolf Hitler as German Chan-
cellor in 1933, there was an 
easing of tension between the 
UK and USA. Not until 1936 
did the US Defence Chiefs 
cease to regard the UK as A 
potential enemy and shelve 
their 'war plans' against the 
UK in favour of Germany. 

While we know what were 
Britain's war plans against the 
US in 1919, the subsequent 
relevant documents concern-
ing plans in the 1920s now 
remain'strictly secret'! 

Brutal 
So, we are left to speculate on 
what might have been. 

Had the Irish delegation 
refused to sign the Treaty in 
1921; had Lloyd George's 
Cabinet been prepared to put 
Field Marshal Wilson's brutal 
plans for the re-conquest and 
coercion of Ireland into action, 
plans which, it was stressed, 
had to be carried out swiftly 
and ruthlessly to pre-empt the 
inevitably world outcry 
having time to turn into some-
thing more tangible to prevent 
them; would the United States, 
already with its war contin-
gency plans, have moved 
militarily to dissuade Britain? 
This, bearing in mind that the 
US policy would also Be to 
prevent Britain's world 
economic domination. < 
4 Historical speculation? Cer-
tainly. But the speculation of 
today is sometimes thelistori-
cal fact of tomorrow. 
Retrospective speculation is 
often a means of honing the 
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