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IN MY OPINION 

Another 20 
years? 

THE NORTHERN IRELAND "talks about 
talks" are back on again after Prime Minj- / 
ster John Major's Downing Street meeting 

with six-county political leaders last month. 
It's hard to summon up much enthusiasm. 

After all, the prospects for progress are hardly 
very encouraging. It took 15 months of Northern 
Secretary Peter Brooke shuttling ACAS-style be-
tween unionist and nationalist leaders before 
even the flawed basis for last summer's 'talks 
that never were' was arrived at. Even then, Jim 
\lolyneaux and Ian Paisley wasted six of the 
scheduled 10 weeks arguing about locations, 
chairpersons, Dublin involvement — pretty mueh 
anything at all to prevent negotiations worth the 
name ever getting underway. 

Now the participants in Mr Brooke's initiative 
have pledged to discuss exactly whaMt was that 
was obstructing the road to progress last year 
before the Northern Secretary formally aban-
doned the process this side of a general election 
in January. 

It's difficult to see how the new round of dis-
cussions will take the situation any further for-
ward. Indeed, there is little evidence that the 
Downing Street meeting, trumpeted as the first 
for 16 years — and what a giveaway that was! — 
is anything more than a cynical attempt by the 
government to be seen to be doing something as 
the death toll since 1969 climbs ever nearer the 
3,000 mark. And apparently ever faster: the par-
ticularly violent beginning to the year left over 30 
people dead in less than eight weeks and brought 
back memories of the nightmare 1970s. 

In these circumstances, it is all the more 
disheartening to see Labour's Northern Ireland 
spokesperson Kevin McNamara following a 
wholly bi-partisan agenda and pledging the com-
mitment of a future Labour government to fur-
ther pursuit of the Brooke-style talks. 

But they won't bring peace. The Irish unity op-
tion has been specifically excluded up to now 
and Sinn Fein denied a seat at the table. 
Moreover, it seems tremendously unlikely that a 
Labour Secretary of State would be able to re-
fashion an initiative conceived of by a govern-
ment committed to the maintenance of the union 
into a vehicle for achieving the precise opposite 
without the party's policy for Irish unity becom-
ing hopelessly compromised in the process. 

What is needed is a wholly new approach, 
based on London and Dublin co-operating to win 
maximum Irish consent for reunification. Per-
haps the 20th anniversary of the introduction of 
direct rule of the Six Counties from Westminster, 
which falls on 24 March, will prompt some 
public re-examination of the options for change. 
It's an opportunity that should not be missed. But 
in the end, it's up to those of us who argue for 
change, for peace, to help make it happen. It's the 
only way to help ensure we avoid another 20 
years like these. 
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HEADLINES 

April launch of British 
trade union network on 
Ireland 
UNIONS 

THE launch of a British 
trade union network on 
Ireland is now planned for 

April after public service union 
NALGO pledged major finan-
cial backing for the initiative 
last month. 

Under discussion during 
the last year in a series of meet-
ings between the Connolly 
Association, NALGO and a 
number of other major British 
trade unions, the new network 
aims to increase discussion in 
the British trade union move-
ment on the consequences of 
partition and promote debate 
on the potential for Irish unity 
to solve the crisis. 

It aims to open a dialogue 
with trade unionists in both 
parts of Ireland both on the 
economic issues Irish trade 
unionists face and the develop-
men t of the d i scuss ion in 
Britain. It will also provide a 
network in Britain for the ex-
change of information about 
the development of policy and 
campaigning on the issues. 

And the network will be en-
couraging campaigning on the 
civil liberties implications of 

REDMOND: co-ordination 
call 

the crisis. 
The idea for the initiative 

first emerged in the wake of 
the Connolly Association's 
November 1990 seminar, Irish 
unity: strategies for consent, the 
first event of its kind to be 
sponsored by two national 
trade unions. 

And Sean Redmond, 
secretary of Dublin-based 
Trade Unionists for Irish Unity 
and Independence, took the 
opportunity of addressing a 

NALGO-sponsored fringe 
meeting at last year 's TUC 
Congress to suggest that the 
increasing number of British 
trade unions discussing the 
Irish crisis might necessitate 
some formal overall co-ordina 
tion of the developing debate. 

Af ter the Apr i ' launch, 
which will coincide with the 
publication of a new pamphlet 
outlining why the initiative 
has been taken and what it 
aims to achieve, the network 
will later in the year publish a 
definitive resource guide to 
every aspect of the Irish crisis, 
the first to be written from a 
trade union perspective, in a 
further attempt to facilitate in-
formed discussion. 

And a major conference is 
pencilled in for November to 
carry forward the lobbying 
work planned to target a num-
ber of ind iv idua l unions 
during this year's trade union 
conference season. The net-
work will also be organising 
regular parliamentary lobby-
ing of MPs with ministerial 
br iefs , their opposi t ion 
shadows and backbenchers 
willing to listen to its case. 

• MARTIN MORIARTY 

side of 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

THE SEAMY side of build-
ing industry employment 
practices was exposed last 

month with the conclusion of 
the industry's biggest-ever tax-
swindling case. 

An Irish building sub-con-
tractor received a nine-month 
suspended prison sentence 
after admitting to have cheated 
the Inland Revenue out of £2 
million. He has already served 
18 months in prison for an as-
sociated VAT-dodging scam 
which cost the British exche-
quer about £10 million. 

Brian Johnson and Michael 
Forde both changed their pleas 
to guilty at Southwark Crown 
Court bringing a sudden end 
to the case. Passing sentence 
on Mrjohnson, Judge Rodgers 
said: "The VAT dement was 
only an offshoot of the main 
investigation. If the VAT and 
Inland Revenue fa r t s had been 
dealt with together then the 
sentence would havebeertsub-
stantially longer." 

Mr Johnson's lawyer, John 
Lloyd-Eley, said his client was 
only a messenger being used 
b y a n o t h e r man, Daye-O' -
Keefe, whom he described as 

"the principal" behind the 
scam. Mr QKeefe was con-
victed with Mr Johnson and 
three other men — Cormac 
Hegarty, Brian Anderson and 
John Francis-Needham — in 
December 1989 for VAT 
evasion. Prosecuting counsel* 
Ian Mayes, explained that Mr 
CKeefe, Mr Hegarty and Mr 
Anderson were to have been 
prosecuted with Mr Johnson 
but that the charges had been 
dropped. The court heard that 
Mr Needham had escaped 
during his term at Ford Open 
Prison and is still on the run. 

The men were arrested 
during an investigation into 
tax dodges in the building in-
dustry wh ich uncovered 
substantialiraud involving the 
London-based-sub-contrador 
DaveCKeefeandCoLtd. t h e 
scam had b e e n opera ted 
through an Isle of Man bank 
account which had been used 
to launder bogus invoices and 
714 tax exemption certificates 
bought on the-black market. 

Certificates and invoices 
were used to register phantom 
payments for, non-existent 
labour on t h e debit -side of 
companies' books and balance 
sheets reducing their profits li-

able for tax. C o m p m i e o 
would also be able to claim 
back fictitious tax payments 
for these ghost workers and 
pocket the money themselves. 

Such frauds are thought to 
be widespread in the building 
industry which has seen a 
rapid increase in the numbers 
of self-employed workers in 
the last 20 years d u e to a 
growth of the sub-contracting 
system and the lump, Trade 
unionists complain that this 
has formalised what had pre-
viously been part of the black 
economy, casualising the in-
dustry and allowing workers 
to be hired and fired at wilt 
They say that this has led to a 
widespread victimisation of 
t rade unionis ts a n d con-
tr ibuted to the i n d u s t r y ' s 
appalling safety standards. ' 

However, the scale of t 
scam which was revealed 
court last week has 
many. Mrjohnson'i 
dant, Mr Forde, was „ 
on £40,000 bail andwiH be sen-
tenced later this month along 
with John Rhodes, Patrick 
Wall and Joseph Wall, all of 
whom have already pleaded 
guflty to cheating thereveoue, 

• CHRIS CONWAY 

Oneman's 
PTA 
nightmare 
• From front page 
phoned the police ajt Heathrow 
repeatedly and were assured 
that no-one called Michael 
Campbell was being detained 
and that no Irish nationals 
were being held. ,: 

Eventually, at noon the fol-
lowing day , the police 
admitted that they were hold-
ing Michael Campbell. They 
did not explain why they pre-
viously had been lying. 
Michael ' s g i r l f r i end was 
released later that afternoon 
and, after discussions with 
Gare th Pierce/ the police 
agreed to transfer him to Pad-
dington Green police station 
where the conditions were 
more comfortable. 

He was held there for two 
more days and then flown 
back to Belfast in manacles: He 
has now been served withan 
exclusion order barring him 
from re-entering Britain. He 
has no idea why he has been 
treated in this way and is ap-
peal ing against the order, 
which deprives him of a job 
and separates him from his 
girlfriend.TherespectedBel-
fast-based Committee for the 
Administration of Justice are 
backing his appeal. 

For Patricia Campbell this 
is the latest of a series of events 
which started after the police 
arrested two of her sisters atld 
one of their boyfriends. They 
were held in Padding ton 
Green for 36 hours and then 
released without charge, apol-
ogy or explanation-" Her flat 
was searched on this occasion 
and for a time af terwaidsthe 
noticed 1 
open and clicking sou 
the telephone. " 5, i 

Patricia is not a member of 
any political party and kas no 
criminal, convictions. But she 
comes f r o m a s t rongly 
republican area and has many 
republican friends. 

She had her flat-raided after 
Kevin Barry OTtauiell.was ar-
rested in London in 3999. 
Armed police sealed off the 
street. Her door was smashed 
in with a sledgehammer and a 
gun was held aga ins t hear 
female flatmate's, head. She 
knew mcst of the; people who 
were excluded from- Britain 
after that event. U(. • t 

Her friends, her views^and 
the area that she comes from 
are sufficient reason for the 
police to harass h e r . She 
receives menacing telephone 
calls. Every time she travels 
she fears arrest. 

The PTA gives the police 
sweeping powers, including 
the right to lie to solicitors for 
the first 48 hours. But under 
international law they are 
obliged to notify the relevant 
embassy whenever a foreign 
national is arrested. Michael 
Campbell is Irish. H e was 
born in a part of Ireland which 
the Irish constitution claims. 
He is entitled to Irish citizen^ 
ship. The Irish government 
should raise Michael 's case 
with their British counterparts, 
What happened to hi«rt >ha» 
probably ~ h a p p e n e d -u.to 
thousands of^thers. V-Z 

an 
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IN AN impressive tribute to 
the work of the independent 
Bloody Sunday Initiative, 

20,000 people remembered the 
14 people killed on 30 January 
1972 in a march through the 
streets of Derry at the end of 
January. 

The protest was preceded 
by w o r k s h o p s and f o r u m 
events which attracted interna-
tional attendance from various 

(the African 

Bloody Sun-
to campaign 

for a fully independent inter-
national inquiry into events 
surrounding thekillings and to 
challenge the findings of the 
Widgery inqu i ry . Lord 
Widgery claimed there was 
forensic evidence that some at 
least of the dead had handled 
weapons. 

A surprising supporter of 
the call for a re-opehing of the 
Widgery inquiry emerged last 
month when former Northern 
Ireland Office minister Peter 
Bottomley said the forensic 
evidence "would not now sup-
port the conclusion" that three 
of the dead were involved in 

shoo t ing or bombing. "As : 

w e ' v e seen in other case's 
where forensic evidence has 
been re-examined, it is some 
times possible to ptit right 
what's wrong," he said. 

Ar t i s t Robert Ballagh> 
speaking at the 20th anniver-
sary commemorat ion , 
advised the initiative to adopt 
the same course as the Irish 
National Congress had after 
the murder of Fergal Caraher 
by the Royal Marines on 30 

1990; IPwas t he in-
ressure exerted 

leCullyhanna 
for Justice group-in 

xonVefting an international in-
quiry with a panel of legal 
expe t t s tha t eventually suc-
t e e d e d « last m o n t h in 
p re s su r ing the Nor thern 

' I re land Director of Public 
'Prosecutions to charge two 
marines with the murder of 
Fergal and the attempted mur-
der Of his brother Miceal. As on 
Blobdy Sunday, eyewitness 
evidence has been flatly con-
tradicted by the official version 
Of the Cullyhanna killing. The 
clrmy claims that the unarmed 
Victim had driven through a 

t injuring a soldier. 

said during her dec-

Kft 

tion campaign that she fell 
in lovewith and retained a spe-

t • cial feeling for the isolated 
; WestCorkBeara peninsula vil-

j lage of Allihies. 
' The en t i re village/ just 

about a dozen people 
j provided a red carpet recep-

tion >for the president on her 
second visit. 

Devastated by unemploy-
ment-'and^ emigra t ion , t h e 

4 people of the very remote 
parish at the western tip of the 
peninsula are-dependent on 

'farming and fishing for their 
livings but are suffering the ill 
effects of the siriftH quotas and 
low prices for herring. 

Fish processing and other 
associated industr ies have-
come to a standstill; and as a 
feSultthepeopleleftln the area 
•are out of work, with the price 
paid for herring described as 
the lowest ever, about £5 per 
bo*> Ten years ago, a cran 

- • Mthteifdk^ofCTan of her-
ring were dumped last month 
because there weren't any 
buyeirS; 

.The Beara peninsula Was 
once famous for its copper 
mines which employed over 
1,000 workers in the 1800s bu t 
duetonegleet they have since 
ceased to exist. 

As a pe r iphery state, 
Ireland's isolation is recog-
nised by the European 
parliament, but in a national 
context, the Dublin govern-
ment has blatantly ignored its 
own peripheral regions, and 
West Cork in particular. 

For the rural elderly there is 
the grim prospect of increasing 
isolation in the struggle to stay 
in their own homes for what 
may be left of their livr Old 
people have been found dead 
f o r t weeks late, but incidents 
have not been reported in the 
press so as not to give the area 
a bad image. 

• THE W O R K E R S UNITED: " S e v e r i T 
thousand trade unionists rallied in Belfast 
last month against (he recent mass ive in- Some union < 
crease in paramilitary killings In a march parJsons 
organised by the Northern Ireland Commit- trade union i 
tee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions efforts of the', 

community V 

>fficlals a re drawing com-
the march - the biggest 

and the 
People to br idge the 

in the 1970s. ' 
Pic: PACEMAKER 

S!NM FEIR-

I T ITS 1992 ard fheis, Sinn 
ts calls for, 

eace 4aifcsi . w i t h o u t 
preconditionsand urged a new 
international dimension to the 
peace process. 

In his presidential address^ 
Gerry Adams called for inter-
nat ional co-operat ion and 
action to break the deadlock. 
The break-up of the old USSR 
and West European integra-
tion had created a new phase 
in history, he said. The invol-
vement of the British 
government in Ireland and the 
democratic resolution of the 
Irish conflict were European is-
sues, he argued. 

The positive potential for 
this strategy, involving the EC 
and the UN, is discussed in the 
new document , Towards A 
Lasting Peace. 

Mr Adams opened his ad-
dress by thanking the,people of 
Ballyfermot and especially Jim 
Montgomery, the chair of the 
community centre .where the 
ard fheis was being held after 

• JIM SAVAGE ban on Sinn FSih using the 

Mans ion House had been; 
secured last year by "a small 
handful of right-wing fascist 
non-entities". Although: .the-; 
•jieople of Ballyfertnot -might.: 
not agree with Sinn F&n, "they, 
gave the fascists a. lesson in 
democracy," he said 

A token picket ~on the ard: 
fheis was mounted by the New : 
Consensus fringe, who were. 
according to locals, mainly 4,4,-year-old rape s u r v i v o r 
Workers Par ty s u p p o r t e r ^ <*jnder injunction not;to travel 
bussed in f rom Finglasand 
who presumably had their 
minds on their party's split 
that same day. 

Tribute was paid to the four 
IRA volunteers killed in action 
in Coalisland last month and; 
on t he wall were 
photomontages of 19 volun-
teers recent ly killed by 
pro-British forces. Given this 

^contraception, information on 
abortion and .family planning, 
.child abuse and rape, should 
„ipt be approvfid and forgotten 
Jbiut used; .-as a. p roac t ive »s 
programme for debate and the 
development , of anti-sexist 

>. i ..The ard fheis passed an 
letnergency motion to support 

campaign indefence of the 

• a 

oad io r an abortion. Ard i 
,cjhomhaiele> m e m b e r Anne 
Speedi said: "Internment has 
be^n introduced, in t h e south 
fg; 14-year-old rape victims." 

e party also voted to sup-
p o r t e d ; any campa ign to 
rescind .the 1983 anti-abortion 
constitutional amendment.: 

Northern; councillors Alex 
as key and Mitchel l Mc-

loss, Mr Adams said, "who can; f L a u g h l i n c o n d e m n e d the 
say we don't want-peace?" 

Much of the debate centred 
on women's issues with the 
adoption of the new 
document, Women in In 
Speaker a f t e r s p e a k e r 
reiterated that the document, 
with its progressive 

^holocaust against the 
-community by pro-

elements. However , 
.sectarian attacks on Protes-
t s its were firmly rejected as a 

ponse 
DAN O'ROURKE 

N; 
* 

The central 
part is the 
battle over 
national 
sovereignty 
and 
democracy 

O DOUBT every endeavour will be made to 
[prevent the British electorate knowing when 
parliament is asked to ratify the Maastricht 
treaties on European Union. In Ireland there is 
to be a referendum and public debate. In 

: Britain the people will be kept in the dark as they 
were when the treaty was signed on 7 February. 

Ratification of the treaty on European Union would 
give notice that all key powers to make laws and 
policies held by national parliaments and govern-
ments pass to Brussels. 

While this is going on it is both sad and alarming to 
see so many in the labour and trade union movement 
falling about in confusion like ninepins hit by an ac-
curate ball in the Euro-game. 

In addition, opponents of Euro-federalism are now 
charged with defending British capitalism, being reac-
tionary and nationalists. Those who propose a 
Peoples' Europe or a socialist United States of 'Europe' 
argue time has passed and we must all face reality and 
join the Euro-game. 

It is necessary to examine why such grave charges 
are made, why there is confusion and why some of 
those who opposed Britain's membership of the EC 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ have now flipped and sup-

port it. 
The central part of the 

Euro-game is the national 
question where the battle is 
over national sovereignty 
and democracy. The object 
of the Euro-federalists is to 
get rid of democracy by at-
tacking national 
sovereignty, the power to 
make laws. 

This is why the idea has 
been sown that to defend 
the nation state is the same 
as being a nationalist 
defending British 
capitalism. 

The charge of being a reactionary far defending the 
nation state emanates from those who propose a 
socialist 'Europe'. This amounts to the samething as 

i giving up national sovereignty anddemocracy which 
coincides with the objective of the Euro-federalists: To 
claim this is internationalism belies the facts and 
leaves out the rest of the nations across the world. 

The assumption that all the peoples whose states 
are members of the EC want socialismis 
presumptuous and outrageous. When were the people 
in eachof these nations asked? If the majority of one 
o f t hena t i ons decides they do not want socialism are 

\ they to b e allowed to opt out? Perhaps we only have to 
wait :*m (he majority of 300 millions agree to such a 

, venture? Supposing the majority in one nation decide 
; to have a socialist economy and all other nations do -
not. la this nation to wait for all the rest to be con-
vinced or will it be allowed to opt out of the EC? Per-
haps will be let into the secret by those who 
pfepesesuchgrandiose plans. 

Even a six-year-old can correctly say: "Time has 
passed". Supporters of European Union state the ob-
vious regarding 19 years' EC membership to play on 

, peoples' despair and confusion. The objective is to get 
them to drop their principles and rights, especially to 
give u p national sovereignty and democracy. It is the 

. nation .state, its institutions and the limited amount of 
democracy around it which can protect the rights and 
conditions of workers. The labour and trade union 
movement can struggle within the nation state and 
democracy for laws to be passed which benefit 
workers. Retaining the right to elect a progressive 
government is essential to enhance the struggle. 

The key to progress remains national sovereignty 
and^lemocracy. Democracy must function nationally, 
then it can function internationally. This is why it is so 
important to win the labour and trade union move-
ment to a position where it declares national 
sovereignty to be one of the fundamental elements of 
democracy. T h e class struggle' is the defence of the na-
tion and democracy. It requires opposing Euro-
federalism and the nonsense of a socialist 'Europe'. 

• JOHN BOYD 
M i - — - - • -
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INSIGHT 

E L E C T I O N B R I E F I N G 

Ireland at 
the polls 

HIS IS PROBABLY our penultimate election 

Tbriefing. The parties remain neck-and-neck. 
But ignore the hype, the Tories are on the 
defensive. If they thought they could win 
they would have gone to the country by now. 

I re land is unlikely to be a major issue dur ing the 
election campaign but its outcome could have a 
p r o f o u n d impact on the Irish crisis. 

Traditional analyses of why Britain is in Ireland 
list strategic, economic and political objectives. But 
do these still hold? The Cold War is over and the 
Republic is now ensnared in the European 
Communi ty ' s defence policy. The North is a drain 
on the l:\chequerand arguments that Britain uses 
partition to dominate the South do not stand up to 
scrutiny. A strong case can be made that these were 
the reasons why Britain partitioned Ireland, and 
tolerated the Unionists' bigoted, coercive regime for 
so long. But this does not explain current British 
strategy or point to the policy that an incoming 
government may adopt. 

It is possible (just) that Britain claims sovereignty 
over the north of Ireland for altruistic reasons: Peter 
Brooke says they have no selfish strategic or 
economic reasons for staying. But it is more likely 
that they are there because they do not know how to 
get out or because they feel that the political costs of 
going outweigh those of staying. While the IRA's 
campaign continues there is obviously the loss of 
face to consider but republicans have made it clear 
that they will reconsider their strategy in return for a 
change in British policy. 

Encroaching Euro-federalism also changes the 
context of what is in dispute. Why should a British 
government that is prepared to abandon economic 
sovereignty to Brussels continue to endure the finan-
cial and political costs of remaining in Ireland? This 
opens many other questions, such as the rights of the 
Protestant minority, the future governmental struc-
ture of Ireland and its position in Europe but it is 
clear that the terms of the conflict are altering. Politi-
cal attitudes may be lagging behind. 

When John Major went to Maastricht he refused 
to accept federalism but signed up for ever-increas-
ing western European union which means exactly 
the same thing. Rhetoric is important, it seems, 
which is why the nuance of what separates the politi-
cal parties is worth studying. Labour says that it 
wants a united Ireland, the Tories are for the union. 
Parties may not pursue policies in accordance with 
their promises when they are in power but percep-
t ions are important. 

On the basis of existing Labour policy the party 
could announce that its long-term intention is to dis-
engage from Ireland and then open talks with all par-
ties without preconditions. All the signs are that this 
would meet with a positive response from 
republicans. The alternative, of simply picking up 
where Brooke left off, will leave the crisis bubbling 
at its current murderous level into the next century. 

• CONOR FOLEY 
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Republicans rethink their 
strategy for peace 
The British 
political 
establishment 
should listen to 
what's new in 
Sinn Fein 
thinking, argues 
MARTIN 

Return this form with your cheque payable to Connolly 
Association to: 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 ^ 

MORIARTY 

THEY USED to demand 
British withdrawal within 
the lifetime of a single par-

liament and a constitutional 
conference to create a new 32-
county state. 

But now Sinn Fein are argu-
ing for the London and Dublin 
governments to work together 
to end partition within a times-
cale which allows the 
maximum consent to 
reunification to be won at the 
minimum cost. 

It's a remarkable revision of 
the party's policy when as 
recently as last year Sinn Fein 
president Gerry Adams was 
writing to John Major demand-
ing he set a date for 
withdrawal and allow free 
elections to a constitutional 
conference (Irish Democrat 
April 1.991). 

The new depar ture 
revealed in the ard chomhairle 
discussion document Towards 
a Lasting Peace, launched in ad-
vance of last month's ard-fheis, 
shows republicans have ac-
cepted that deadlines and 
timetables should be 
negotiated by the two parties 
to the projected transfer of 
sovereignty. 

Equally importantly, they 
have recognised that the exist-
ence of the Irish constitution, 
which makes explicit 
provision for reunification, 
renders their proposal for a 
consti tutional conference 
redundant. Guaranteeing the 
civil, political and religious 
rights of the nor thern 
unionists, or introducing 
federal government in the 
event of a settlement, can if 
necessary both be done by 
simply amending the existing 
constitution. 

And whatever the per-
ceived character of past or 
present Dublin administra-
tions, Sinn F6in have conceded 
that since the government is 
the internationally-recognised 
representative of the Irish 
majority it must be the agent of 
self-determination in the eyent 
of a change in British policy 
from support for the union to 
its dissolution. 

Gerry Adams at last year's i 
saying there's a need to end all acts of violence 

Tony I 

The new document argues 
that there are three elements 
needed to bring about condi-
tions for peace: 
• a British government which 
makes the ending of partition 
its policy end; 
• a Dublin government which 
has the same policy end; and 
• co-operation between the 
British and Dublin govern-
ments to bring about their 
joint purpose in the shortest 
possible time consistent with 
obtaining maximum consent 
to the process and minimising 
the costs of every kind. 

It argues that "democracy 
and practicality demands that 
this be done in consultation 
and co-operation with the rep-
resentatives of the Irish 
minority, the nor thern 
Unionists, as well as the repre-
sentatives of the northern 
nationalists." 

The party is also less stri-
dent in its defence of the IRA's 
military campaign. Towards A 
Lasting Peace says armed strug-
gle "is recognised by 
republicans to be an option of 
last resort" and argues that the 
onus is on opponents of the 
IRA campaign to "advance a 
credible alternative" which 
would be welcomed by Sinn 
F6in. 

Equally notable, though 
strategically opaque, is the 
document 's international 
dimension. It argues that the 
logic of West European in-
tegration d icta tes tha t pa rtition 
must be "addressed in the 
same way" as German 
reunification — although the 
takeover of the former GDR 
could hardly be a paradigm for 
peaceful political change un-
locking a better life for all the 
citizens of a new state. There 

are hints of a search for a 
"European" settlement but the 
document does not make clear 
exactly which "European" in-
stitutions it expects, ito*help. 
Perfectly sound ideas, such as 
the empowerment of the Con-
ference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe to in-
vestigate human rights abuses 
in any member state, sit un-
easily beside suggestions that 
the Dublin government use the 
mechanisms of the European 
Community to translate what 
Sinn Fein calls the popular 
European consensus for Irish 
unity into "practical 
proposals". What these 
proposals might be, or which 
EC mechanisms are under con-
sideration, are not spelt out. 

Towards Atasting Peace ap-
pears equally uncertain of 
itself in its discussion of the 
potential of "international co-
operation through the agency 
of the United Nations". It rules 
out the deployment of UN for-
ces, calls on the 
secretary-general to request 
annual reports from the British 
government on its role in 
Ireland, and advises the UN 
decolonisation committee an-
nually to review the impact of 
partition. So far, so good. But it 
is hard to see how its sugges-
tion that the UN could convene 
an international conference to 
break any deadlock that might 
emerge once the process of dis-
engagement is under way 
could help. Indeed, it might 
unnecessarily hold up the 
resolution of any particular 
dispute of detail to throw the 
whole process into the interna-
tional arena. 

But whatever the contradic-
tions contained within the 
document, and they may be 

now he's increasingly 
Pic: PACEMAKER 

tidied up by the process of dis-
cussion, Towards A Lasting 
Peace represents a major 
development in republican 
thinking. 

But it is not just significant 
to the internal dynamic of 
republican politics. It also rep-
resents an important 
opportunity for the British 
government and the Labour 
Party' to reevaluate not just 
their attitudes to Sinn Fein but 
also to reconsider their Irish 
policies themselves. 

After all, the signals are not 
hard to read. Martin Mc-
Guinness said the party would 
"make it as easy as possible" 
for the British government to 
get into talks with it earlier this. 
year. From inside Long Kesh, 
former publicity director 
Danny Morrison has been 
making similar noises. And 
last month, Mr Adams told The 
Irish Times: 'Two or three or 
four years ago, I would have 
seen it necessary to personally 
state publicly Jhat yes, there 
was the right of the IRA to 
engage in armed struggle, and 
perhaps even at times that 
armed struggle was a neces-
sary ingredient in the struggle. 
I don't feel the need to do that 
now. In fact, I think that my 
rdle now, and I've seen this in-
creasingly over the last 18 
months, is one of increasingly 
and persistently saying there's 
a need to end all acts of 
violence." 

If British politicians are 
serious about seeking an end 
to armed conflict in the Six 
Counties, they should listen 
carefully to what is on offer 
and apt accordingly. History: 
has a habit of withdrawing op-
portunities if they are*abt 
taken when they first appear. 
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WP purge bid fails... so they split 

THE Workers Party split 
last month when presi-
dent Proinsias de Rossa 

walked out of a special ard 
chomhairle with five other TDs 
after failing to purge the party 
of its old-guard Official IRA 
element at a special conference 
in Duri Laoghaire last month. 

The attempt by the party's 
TDs to re-register the entire 
party to purge their opponents 
failed by a mere nine votes to 
win the necessary two-thirds 
majority, and a week later Mr 
de Rossa took all the TDs ex-
cept former president Tomas 
McGiolla out of the party to 
form a new organisation. 

Arguments are already 
raging about who should take 
responsibility for the Workers 
Party £500,000 debts. Mr de 
Rossa is claiming that the per-
sonal guarantees he gave to the 

banks are now nothing to do 
with him since he is no longer 
in the party. 

The TDs are also keen to 
find a seventh potential mem-
ber of their new group in order 
to qualify for an annual 
£100,000 from the Dail. One 
name bandied about is that of 
Kildare deputy Emmet Stagg, 
who last month resigned from 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party after leader Dick Spring 
refused to rule out a coalition 
with Fianna Fail or Fine Gael 
after the next Irish election. 

Prior to the formal split, the 
special conference was 
remarkable for the light shed 
on the long-Standing mystery 
of what happened to the Offi-
cial IRA. 

Admitting it still existed, 
some party members openly 
stated they had been members 

themselves. Cork TD Joe Sher-
lock accused former general 
secretary Sean Garland of 
having a secret army. "What 
we are now doing," he said, "is 
seeking to eradicate any 
semblance of this criminal ac-
tivity." 

Belfast delegate and former 
councillor Mary McM^hon 
said: "I was in the Official IRA. 
I admit it. It was part of the WP. 
It was to give birth to the WP. 
Let's put the p&st behind us 
once and for all." 

Mr Garland, supported by 
Cathal Goulding and Des O'-
Hagan, claimed for party 
members in Belfast and 
anywhere else "an unqualified 
right to defend their party, 
their homes and their lives." 
Mr Dr Rossa said that he 
regarded this as "profoundly 
disturbing", clear evidence of 

the continued existence of an 
armed formation linked to the 
party. 

Mr Garland also circulated 
a document which accused the 
parliamentary faction of want-
ing to break with the Northern 
branch of the party, described 
as "an albatross around our 
necks" and gave details of 
£700,000 contributed to the WP 
by its printing company Rep-
sol for fighting elections and 
producing publications over 13 
years. Repsol seemingly owns 
the W F s property and is con-
trolled by Messrs Garland, 
Goulding and O'Hagan. The 
document does not say where 
Repsol gets its money from. 

Some speakers said that 
they had for years denied the 
existence of the Official IRA 
but now they had discovered 
they were misled. 

western 
saving the soldiers of destiny 

It's not the party 
DeValera 
founded, that's 
for sure. Our 
Dublin 
correspondent 
casts a cold eye 
on post-Haughey 
Fianna Fail 

WILL Albert Reynolds a 
clean sweep of the men 
and women from the 

Haughey era make much dif-
ference to Irish politics in the 
next few years? Will the new 
crowd in office be any different 
from the old? 

It is too early to say, but one 
should not bet on it. There is 
always the hope that new 
people will mean new policy, 
or at least some shift in existing 
policy. But there is nothing in 
the new people's past to sug-
gest that they will differ 
significantly f rom the 
Haughey crowd, whether on 
the North, the EEC or on how 
to get jobs for the Republic's 
260,000 officially unemployed. 

A gaggle of Haughey's 
demoted ministers and deputy 
ministers now sit humiliated 
and infuriated on the Fianna 
HUI backbenches. A crowd of 
hi ther to f rus t ra ted back-
benchers have got their 
L - l , M u h A * * 11 . m 

Deiunas on tne seats on otnce. 
It is hard to see the Reynolds 
dear-out making forpeece and 
amity in the Manna HUI Party. 
If the art of politics is toreduce 

he 
some service 

the state 

the number of one's enemies, 
either by making them your 
friends or making it impossible 
for them to harm you as an 
enemy, the Reynolds reshuffle 
was scarcely the peak of wis-
dom. 

Maybe Mr Reynolds, com-
ing from a northern county, 
will have some extra dimen-
sion of sensitivity for the 
parti t ion problem. He put 
David Andrews, son of old 
Republican Tod Andrews, the 
man who once ram CIE, in 
place of the egregious Gerard 
Collins as Foreign Minister. Mr 
Andrews is a liberal on social 
issues, as one might expect 
from a TD for Dun Laoghaire. 
But on the North one of his first 
r emarks was that "every-
thing", including Articles Two 
and Three of the Constitution, 
would be "on the table" in 
talks with the Unionists. 

It may be just rhetoric, to 
show how generous Irish 
nationalists can be. But it may 

also be ominous of a sell-out. 
Britain has given no sign that 
Section 75 of the Government 
of Ireland Act — which is its 
claim to sovereignty over Irish 
territory — will be on the same 
table. The growing movement 
in Ireland to defend Articles 
Two and Three will want to 
know why the Irish claim to 
sovereignty should be open to 
negotiation but not Britain's. 
For years a key aim of British 
policy in Ireland has been to 
induce Fianna FSil to abandon 
the sovereignty claim. All the 
other main Irish parties have 
said they are willing to oblige. 
The pressure will now be on 
Mr Reynolds to comply. 

As for Charles Haughey, he 
departed after1 all those years 
of attempted coups and end-
less newspaper gossip, not 
with a bang but a whimper. 
What did his career amount to 
after all? He resigned.the 
Taoiseachship at a time when 
Irish unemployment and 
emigration are at their worst 
this century. In 1986 when in 
opposition he gave good 
grounds for criticising the 
Hillsborough Agreement, but 
failed to tell Britain when he 
got back into in office that they 
should base their policy on 
working positively towards 
Irish reunification with con-
sent. He failed to give the lead 
to Irish constitutional 
nationalism that was needed. 

In 1981, his failure to stand 
by the hunger-strikers led him 
to lose two Fianna F4il seats to 
H-Block protesters, thus 
preventing him getting the 
overall electoral majority he al-
ways longed for but never 
managed. 

Again, Mr Haughey 
criticised the Single European 
Act when out of office, only to 
push through a referendum to 

ensure its ratification once he 
was back in government — 
t h o u g h he could have 
negotiated quite a different 
deal for Ireland, af ter the 
Supreme Court verdict in the 
Grotty case, having the whole 
of Europe dependent on what 
Ireland did. There followed the 
inf la ted absurdities of his 
"presidency of Europe" and 
his final ignominious signa-
ture of the Maastricht Treaty, 
which, if it is ratified, will be 
seen a second disastrous Act of 
Union for his country. 

More style than substance, 
more promise than achieve-
ment, good in small things, 
p o o r in big, Taoiseach 
Haughey was a come-down 
from the statesman De Valera 
and the economic developer 
Lemass, both of whom had 
been out in 1916 and the War of 
Independence. He was a got-
rich-quick land speculator 
who ended up in a Georgian 
mansion and riding to hounds. 
He symbolised the "nouveau 
riche" Irish bourgeoisie that 
had moved into the places of 
the old Ascendancy. But he did 
at least patronise the arts and 
artists. 

There now fol lows the 
dance-hall proprietor and pet-
food manufacturer Mr 
Reynolds, leader of what Mr 
Haughey styled the "country 
and western wing of Fianna 
F£il". Pressure from Britain 
and Britain's Irish friends will 
soon test the mettle of Albert 
Reynolds. His first action in 
surrounding himself in office 
with all his own pals and sup-
porters is ominous of a change 
that has the marks of another 
stage in the inner decay of 
Fianna Fill, that once great 
par ty of Ireland's national 
bourgeois ie De Valera 
founded. 

WORLD C O M M E N T 
BY P O LIT I C U S 

Great crash 
of the 1990s? 

THERE ARE MANY SIGNS the great crash 
of the 1990s is on its way. The question is: 
will it be as bad as the 1930s? That crash, 
remember, took a world war to end it. What 
global rallying force will emerge to counter 

the many signs of serious world recession now 
piling up? 

The most striking of these is the coincidence of 
economic downturn in the great capitalist 
economies. Formerly when America had a 
downturn, continuing boom in Japan or Western 
Europe acted as a motor to pull the US round 
again, and vice versa. Now crisis and slump are 
threatened simultaneously in all three. Each 
shows the characteristic flight out of property into 
cash, with consequent falling asset values, that 
marks serious capitalist slumps. 

Vast pyramids of debt, built up during the 
boom years of the 

America is 
suffering an 
economic 
hangover 
from the 
Reagan 
years 

1980s, overhang 
markets everywhere. 
Banks, building 
societies, insurance 
companies, firms trad-
ing in securities — all 
faced with customers 
who cannot pay their 
debts — call in their 
loans or tighten credit 
to ensure that they 
have enough cash 
themselves. This in 
turn forces others to 
do the same. The con-
sequent cutbacks and 

recession transmit themselves to ever wider 
circles. 

America is suffering an economic hangover 
from the Reagan years. In the EEC, all countries 
bear the cost of German reunification as they raise 
their local interest rates to follow Germany's, with 
whom they share a commitment to establish a 
monetary union by the end of the decade. In 
Japan, share values are half what they were two 
years ago. If they fall further, Japanese banks, 
much of whose lending is based on assets incor-
porating inflationary capital gains, will be forced 
to call in their ]#ans, sending the most active of 
the three capitalist economies into a nose-dive. 

"Globalisation" of financial markets and 
Thatcher-type deregulation of capital movements 
mean that nobody can now control the internation-
al financial system. Rationality in the parts, ir-
rationality in the whole has always been a key 
feature of capitalism. If a crash comes in one 
country its effects will soon transmit themselves 
to all the others. Quite new elements of instability 
have been built in over decades as a result of the 
working of so-called "market forces". 

Until recently America, Japan and Europe held 
together in alliance against the Soviet Union. 
Japan and Germany were strategically dependent 
on the USA. Both used to recycle Japanese yen 
and German marks in loans to the Americans to 
enable them to buy Japanese goods, help pay for 
the cost of American troops in Europe and let 
Japanese investors buy up chunks of US real-es-
tate. In effect Japan and Germany were paying 
tribute to their military protector. 

Now the need for that is gone. Which is why 
the parties feel less urgency to secure a successful 
outcome to the current GATT talks on maintain-
ing world free trade. Each of the major countries 
is now looking primarily to its own national or 
regional interest, as their former common interest 
in opposing the Soviet Union has disappeared. 
The crisis of capitalism in the West has thus be-
come the mirror image of communism's crisis in 
Eastern Europe. 

The underlying trend these days is therefore 
towards regional protectionism in trade and inter-
est rates and away from world free trade. And that 
causes the underlying forces making for slump to 
be ever more dangerous. 

mm 
KPT? 
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DEMOCRAT BOOKS 

Pioneer 
Irish 
socialist 
J o h n Boyd 
William Thompson 
(1775-1833) —Pioneer 
Socialist, Richard 
Parikhurst, Pluto Press, 
£8.95 pbk 

WILLIAM 
Thompson was 
bom in Cork to 

an affluent Protestant 
family. Although he 
placed himself as "one 
of the idle classes", his 
life and aims were other-
wise. He was 14 at the 
time of the French 
Revolution and 16 when 
the United Irishmen led 
by Wolfe Tone was 
founded 200 years ago. 

Thompson was an all-
round early socialist 
and theoretician. He ad-
vocated Catholic eman-
cipation, supported the 
French Revolution, the 
emancipation of women 
and equality for all. His 
writing helped expose 
the "doctrine of exploita-
tion" and inspired the 
Chartist movement in 
Britain. He adopted the 
labour theory of value 
which recognises labour 
as the sole source of 
wealth. In collaboration 
with Anna Wheeler he 
wrote The Appeal of One 
Half of the Human Rac. 

The British co-opera-
tive movement and 
Robert Owen were 
heavily influenced by 
Thompson. At first a 
pupil of Owen, 
Thompson then became 
the theoretician of the 
movement. He advo-
cated setting up co-
operative communities 
rather than schools, 
where corrupt influence 
outside would negate 
the education. He dis-
agreed with Owen's sug-
gestion that the 
governing classes 
should assist the co-
operative cause saying 
these classes were out to 
protect their own 
privileges and wealth. 

Some authorities 
place Thompson as the 
founder of "scientific 
socialism" to which the 
later Marx and Engels 
expanded the theory of 
exploitation. Who is 
first, who is greatest and 
the originator needs 
careful study. Th£ sub-
title, "Pioneer 
Socialist", is apt where 
Thompson was another 
example of Irish in-
fluence in Britain. 

What is important 
today, is to take hold of 
such precious in-
heritance rather than cut 
it off at the roots — 
which means the book 
is worthy of a place on 
your bookshelf. 

Sacred cows and Dublin 4 
Enda Finlay 
Jiving at trie Crossroads, 
John Waters, The 
Blackstafl Press, 6.95 pbk. 

THIS IS one of the best 
and most readable books 
to have been published 

on 26-county Irish politics in 
recent times. The author, 
John Waters, manages to 
maintain attention 
throughout, with a narrative 

that is humorous, 
autobiographical and trench-
ant in its overview and in-
sights into the nation's 
politics. 

Waters begins the book 
with the presidential election 
of last year, when a 'lie' be-
came very important to the 
outcome. 

The.project Waters sets 
himself for the remainder of 
the book is to show that 
politics is a human concern, 
and is about real people. He 
sees the message from the 

Joyce's 
politics 
Martin Moriarty 
Dubliners, A Portrait of the 
Artist as a Young Man, both 
£4.99, Poems and Exiles, 
Ulysses,1 oth £6.99, James 
Joyce, Penguin 

CONVENTIONAL 
literary wisdom has it 
that James Joyce, whose 

works came out of copyright 
on the fiftieth anniversary of 
his death earlier this year, 
abandoned a youthful com-
mitment to socialism and 
anarchism, renounced the 
role of national writer in 
rebellion against the turn of 
the century Irish literary 
revival and devoted himself 
to the construction of ever 
more triumphantly obscure 
texts. 

It's a version of Joyce built 
on a selective reading of the 
life and a simplistic reading 
of the texts but it has never-
theless dominated the discus-

sion of his place in the Irish, 
English and European 
literary traditions until rela 
tively recently. 

Its proponents have read 
his exile from his native 
Ireland as a straightforward 
rejection of the struggle for 
decolonisation and the con-
struction of an Irish identity, 
resting their case on his plea 
to his brother Stanislaus on 
their last meeting in Zurich: 
"For god's sake, don't talk 
politics. I'm not interested in 
politics. The only thing that 
interests me is style." 

But they don't just confi-
dently maintain that a con-
text-free remark at the end of 
his life offers the key to his 
political history. They read 
off pronouncements of his 
characters as though they 
were the marks of his own 
beliefs. If Stephen Dedalus 
tells the unionist headmaster 
Mr Deasy that history is a 
nightmare from which he is 
trying to awake, Joyce too 

election of Mary Robinson is 
that a move towards the fu-
ture and change does not 
necessitate a severance with 
the past, but an embracing of 
our past and learning from it. 

Waters successfully deals 
with the many conflicts and 
scandals of Irish politics from 
the 1980s onwards. He is par-
ticularly skilful in dealing 
with the Establishment in 
Ireland, the so-called 'Dublin 
4', and the way its control of 
the media helped to exacer-
bate the urban-rural conflicts. 

The Dublin 4' establishment 
sought to impose its agenda 
on the whole country as an al-
ternative to what was hap-
pening and criticised the 
'priest-ridden countryside', 
the ordinary people, when it 
ended up on the losing side. 

Waters gives very honest 
and personalised accounts of 
the main political and media 
protagonists of the 1980s, in-
cluding Sean Doherty and 
Charles Haughey. He avoids 
falling into the trap of his fel-
low journalists of a tendency 

I He's kept the exegetes in business 

was trying to shake off the 
bad dreams of the past, they 
argue — incidentally ignor-
ing Stephen's own question 
of himself: "What if that 
nightmare gave you a back 
kick?". 

The launch of this new 
series, James Joyce in Pen-
guin Twentieth Century Clas-
sics, under the general 
editorship of Dublin 
academic Seamus Deane, is 
the latest back kick to be 
delivered to the anti-political 
version of Joyce bequeathed 
us by literary orthodoxy. 

Each volume of the new 
edition bears an introductory 

The inconclusive final conquest 
Donal Kennedy 
The Anti-Constitutional 
Crusade — Another Last 
Conquest, Kevin Boland, £4 

OVER recent years, with 
the support of unionists 
in Ireland and Great 

Britain, a campaign has been 
afoot sponsored by persons 
professing themselves as 
"constitutionalists" and 
"nationalists" to persuade1 the 
electorate of th£ 26 Counties 
to delete Article Two and 
Three. This anti-constitution-
al "crusade" is led by Garret 
Fitzgerald, supported by Jack 
Lynch, Desmond OMalley, 

the SDLP, elements of the 
Labour Party and the entire 
Workers Party. 

Lt Gen Sean McEoin, 
Chief of Staff of the Irish 
Army in the 1960s, broke the 
silence of soldiers of his 
generation to describe most 
members of D5il Eireann as 
partitionists. 

Kevin Boland argues that 
the four cornerstones of the 
Irish State are the Proclama-
tion of the Irish Republic on 
Easter Monday 1916, the Dec-
laration of Independence 
enacted by D6il Eireann in 
1919, the definitive articles of 
the constitution of Ireland > 
enacted in 1937, and the u-
nanimous Declaration of D6il& 

Eireann of 10th May 1949. 
Each of these cornerstones 
will be shattered by removal 
of Articles Two and Three, 
and the state will have no jus-
tification for its existence. 

The "crusaders" maintain 
that the constitution under-
pins the IRA campaign. In 
fact the IRA never recognised 
the constitution and its 
spokespeople argue that their 
moral and legal authority 
derives from a rump of the 
Second DSil which was never 
reconciled with the Free State 
of 1922, not what they still 
call the Free State in its 1937 
and 1949 guises. 

Boland makes the tellinp 
point that Sean MacBride 

for ridicule and manages to 
paint pen-pictures of 
politicians, reinforcing his 
contention that politics is 
about real people. 

Waters succeeds in what 
he set out to explore and, in 
so doing, he exposes many of 
the sacred cows of Irish 
politics, and many of the real 
truths and lies that abound. 

This book will not only 
make you think ai)d think 
again about Irish politics, it 
will also make you think 
about what it -*-

essay by one of Deane's fel-
low Irish academics and all, 
save the monumental Ulysses, 
have an impressive and use-
ful set of explanatory 
endnotes. 

Locating the texts in their 
native Irish political context, 
the new editions, in Deane's 
own words, "mark a stage in 
the reappropriation of Joyce 
by Irish scholars". 

To the scorn of those in-
volved in rival publishing 
ventures, the texts are sub-
stantially those once -
regarded as authoritative but 
which have more recently 
come under academic attack. 

broke with the IRA in 1937 
becausehe found the constitu-
tional duties enjoined in Ar-
ticle 9.2 compatible with each 
other: "Fidelity to the nation 
and loyalty to the state are 
fundamental political duties 
of all citizens." 

If these duties are made in-
compatible by butchery of the 
constitution/loyalty to the 
state may only be bought by 
state bribes and employment. 
It .will not arise from the head 
and heart and the state will 
deservedly perish. 

The last conquest of 
Ireland, so frequently trum-
peted down the centuries, 
has proved as inconclusive as 
TimKnntgan'sWai.e/ 

In the main, i f s an argument 
that can be left to the scholars 
and the publishers — except 
in the case of Ulysses. 

Originally published in 
Paris 70 years ago last month, 
successive editions have 
failed to follow Joyce's typo-
graphical instructions, 
omitted varying-sized 
chunks of text and Com-
pounded previous errors in a 
publishing nightmare from 
which Ulysses seems current-
ly doomed never toawake. 

The high hopes attached 
to the German scholar Hans 
Walter Gabler's 1984«dltion 
have been dashed, not least' 
by the one-person campaign 
waged against Gabler's 
methods by American 
academic John Kidd. The one-
volume paperback version of 
the Gabler edition now no 
longer bears the legend ,;The 
Corrected Text". 

Declan Kiberd, who con-
tributes an excellent introduc-
tion to the textdefoiling its 
anti-militarism is comple-
mented by a protest against 
the machismo of sexual con-
quest, has eschewed re-edit-
ing the work and returned to 
the 1960 Bodley Head^versior 

That means alloKJabler's 
more reliable: emendations 
are exclude^ jthe iflkkld ex-
clamation marks herestored 
to Buck Mulligan's affectedly 
cheerful speech inihapter 
one; the resonant mistake, 
deliberate on.Joyce's part, in 
Mr Dedalus's telegram to his 
son: "Nother dying,cente 
home father'-; the sleepy full / 
stop in reply to the final 
catechisticquestion in chap-1 

terl7.- -.•/,;. , ,, 
But it also means his less • *' 

reliable changes are not in- I'J 
eluded either, most famously ' 
the insertion^ the words 
"Love, yes. Wordkiwwnto 
all men"; originally claimed 
by the late Richa»d Ellman as 
the great breakthrough of the 
Gabler edition and^&fitma-
tion of Ellman's thesiathat 
Ulysses was "-about" love. 
That was always an extraordi-
nary claim, given therange of 
textualatrategie»Joy$* > ' 
deployed t o undermine such 
determinate meanings emerg 
ing from the text -

This "open book Of. 
Utopian epiphaiu^/t in 
Kiberd's words* hokfc-amir-
ror u p t o t u m of thecentury 
colonial Duhlin but also "of- > 
fers redemptive glimpses of a. A 
futureworldwhkhmight be,*, 
made over in tenn$ of those '. 
Utopian moments."'"' ' 

emergin^fromThis Splendid 1 

K' -
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CHORUS: 
Whenridiag onmyjaunt ing car, from Roscommon to 
KikUre, ' •'.'•' $ -

| aunting 

I R I S H SONGS 

The Ballad of Joe 
McCann 

Thektilingiof Official IRA volunteer Joe McCann, which 
tookphxee 20 years ago in April 1972, is believed to have 
ddayed the ceasefire that the OIRA was to call that 
summer by several months. His story is one that many 
preferto forget. 

. ' : i f /Itfrf'* ')(.ir 

COME ALL OF YOU fine people and listen while I 
sing " ! | -
111 s ing of a brave Belfast man 
Who scOrhed the army's might 'though they'd shoot 
him <in tof. 
And they snot down Joe McCann, Joe McCann 
T h e f s h w d o w n Joe McCann 

In a Belfast bakeiy in the August of the year 
That internment was imposed throughout the land 
Six volunteers from Belfast held s ixhundred troops at 
bay 
Their leader was Joe McCann, Joe McCann 
Their leader was Joe McCann 

He fought for the people in the Markets where he 
worked 
In defence of the Rights of Man 
But the hired Branch crew told the soldiers what to do 

They s h o t d o w n Joe McCann 

H e carried jio gun so he started to run 
To escape them as many's the time before 
One bullet brought him down and as h e lay on the 
ground 
They«hoth im ten t imes more, ten t imes more 
They shot him ten times more 

They muf-dered brave Joe McCann 
CHRISTY MOORE 

I AM A N Irish carman and old Ireland i s m y home, 

roam; 
I 'd l ike toireat the stranger and drive h i m near and far 

Clare; . . . 
From Cork to Limerick and Athlone, and home by 
Mulltingar, 

Kevin Barry 
IN MOUNTJOY GAOL one Monday morning, high 
upon the gallows tree 
Kevin Barry gave his young life for the cause of 
liberty 
Just a lad of 18 summers but there's no-one can deny 
As he walked to death that morning, proud he held 
his head on high 
Calmly standing to attention as he bade his last 
farewell ,'J.",' 
To his broken-hearted mother, whose sad grief no 
one can tell . - . • . ' . . 

'iO'j .H • AV. ' 
Just before he faced the hangman, in his dreary 
prison Cell fe -rrrvfi s;*<v:vH -v.-;,-^ 
British soldiers tortured B | ^ , j,HSUie<»US# he 
wduld not tell 
Tell the names of his brave comrades and other 
things they wished to know 
"Turn informer or we' l l kill you", Kevin Barry 
answered: "No". 

Another martyr for old Ireland, another murder for 
the Crown 
Whose brutal laws can kill the Irish but can't keep 
our spirit down 
Lads l i k e Barry are no cowards, from the foe they 
wil l not fly 
Lads l ike Barry will free Ireland for her sake they'll 
l ive and die. 

SeanO'Dwyer 
a< 

1 9 9 2 APPEAL 

the CA 
THIS IS a vital year for the Connolly Association. 
Whatever the result of the general election, there wlH be 
a new Incumbent in the Northern Ireland Office. If the 
Tories yfa, Peter Brooke Is unlikely to survive the death! 
of hNr Initiative. If Labour emerges victorious, Mr 

shadow Kevin McNamara will succeed him, 
i paper at least,to trying to Intervene to 
it of the Northern majority for Irish unity. 

Theft tlwreisthe April launch of thetradeunlon network 
: breakthrough in the struggle to win 

t for Irish unity. And 
_ more work to do as 

the year goes by. But the national organiser la now 
down topari-Mme work to free him to act aaaconsultant 
for the trade union Initiative. We need the money to 
make the post full time again. 

Association are so Important. They represent an Invest 

all help contribute to the campaign for British dis-
engagement. If you haven't given recently, think about 
what you could spare. Or take out a regular standing 
order — say £5 a month — which wKI help us by; 
guaranteeing regular Income. Meanwhile, thanks to all! 
of those who have given over the last two months. 

PJ Cunningham £5, M Cleere £10, Q Naughton £6, Pi 
McGeown £7, M&l Sheridan £3, E Johnston £2, G Poole 
£7, f Pearce £100, D J Smith £5, M Murphy £5, Rochdale 
NALGO £10, PW Ladkln £3, R Bell £10, F Rushe £10, P 
Coulton £2.05, M Brennan £5, PW Uoyd £15.50, T 
Oonaghy £5, M Gulnan £15, P Qulh £10, C Dunne £175,; 
K Ooody £2.50, two months' banker's orders £295.16; , 

RUNNING TOTAL: £708.21 

M* 

AFTER Aughrim's great disaster, w h e n the foe in 
sooth was master, 
'Twas you that first plunged in and swam the 
Shannon's boiling f lood; 
Arid through Slieve Bloom's dark passes you led 
your gallowglasses 
Although the hungry Saxon wolves were howling 
for otu blood. 
As w e crossed Tipperary, we rived the clan O'Leary, 
And drove a "creachf'before us astheirhorsemen 
onward came 
With our spears and swords w e gored them, as 
through f lood and f ight w e borethem ^ 
Still Sean O'Dwyer A Ghleanna, w e were worsted 
in the game. 

Long, l o n g we kept the hillside, our couch hard by 
the hillside, 
The sturdy knotted oaken boughs our curtain 
overhead; 
Thesummer's blaze w e laughed at, the winter's 
snows w e scoffed at 
And trusted in our long steel swords to win us daily 
bread. 
Till the Dutchman's troops came round us, with fire 
and steel they bound us, 
They blazed the w o o d s and mountains till the very 
clouds wereflame, 
But out sharpened swords cut through them, in 
their very hearts w e d e w them, 
Still Seart O'Dwyer A Ghleanna, w e were worsted 
in the game. 

Connolly Association 

Showing of Part II of 
The Treaty 
oirfull-sized TV 

Plus jHsmssHhi on the forces involved 
and the negotiators 

7.30pm, Wednesday 4 March 

West Greenwich House 

! Subscribe! i 
i — 
! An annual subscription to the Irish Democrat only , 
• coats £7.50 anywhere In Britain and the Six Counties. ( 
I Just All In the form and return to the address below | 
I with your payment Alternatively, why not become a f 

• a d wonders of Italy and Spain; 
could command, they would 

m e and have a ride o n my Irish 

' 4M *** ' • 

r scenes to view commands the 

.' ... 

I J NAME 

„ - V . , I regular seder to Mends and colleagues? Order how- j 
Here s a health to yours and my king, the sovereign | t y * many you think you can handle-we only ask you J 
of our liking, ^ ! MVforthe*aperethat you actually sell. • 
To Samfield underneath whose f lag we'l l once 
more take a chance; / 
For the morning's breeze will bring us across the 
seas and wing us 
To take our stand and wield a brand among the 
sons of Fiance; 
And though we part in sorrow, still Sean O'Dwyer, 

I 
ADDRESS 

'God Save Ireland and pour blessings 

I Please send ma i d 10 copies P 5 copies • 1 copy I 
i k : - • ! 

: ! B the^game. 
I ;<•; . - J .jUfv£ ; - -

i to: hi»h Democrat subscriptions, 4 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

The neo-unionist historians have started to promote their alternatives to Tone and Connolly 

I So why was he dubbed The Liberator'? 

THE Irish neo-
colonialist school of 
h i s t o r i a n s - more 
popular ly known as 
' r e v i s i o n i s t s ' - a r e 

nothing it not tenacious. In 
recent years thev have ex-
p e n d e d the i r e n e r g i e s 
disparaging historical figures 
from Ireland's struggle for in-
dependence - Wolfe Ton^, 

"Tadraic Pearse, James Connol-
ly ('/ til Thev have attempted to 
rewrite the facts of events like 
'17^8', 'The Great Hunger ' , 
T'Mti' and Partition from a 
neo-Unionist stance bv claim-
ing tha t they a re be ing 
'academically objective'. 

But now word reaches me 
tha t t hev have set out on 
another tack. Believing their 
image to have become some-
w h a t n e g a t i v e bv mere ly 
attacking and denigrating the 
h e r o e s of the Irish inde-
p e n d e n c e s t r u g g l e , the 
"revisionists' have decided to 
s t a r t c r e a t i n g the i r o w n , 
alternative' heroes. 

Who are they about to push 
forward in this role? 

Well, the first natural choice 
is Danie l O 'Conne l l (1775-
1847) who has already been 
mv thologised to the extent that 
he is still often miscalled 'The 
Liberator ' - though exactly 
what he liberated in Ireland is 
ra ther obscure. The Young 
Ireland leader, John Mitchel 
(1815-1875), summed up the 
nationalist viewpoint: 'Next to 
the British Government , he 
(O'Connell) was the greatest 
enemy Ireland ever had.' En-
gels, in his careful examination 
•of the period, pointed out that 
•O'Connell was certainly no 
d e m o c r a t , and cyn ica l ly 
m a n i p u l a t e d the people to 

suppor t his o w n ideas of a 
' f i n a n c i a l a r i s t o c r a c y ' in 
Ireland. 

Let's begin by giving the 
devi l his due; w h a t did O'-
Connell achieve? H e forced the 
Peel Government to pass the 
Catholic Emancipation Act in 
1929. N o w w h a t does this 
mean? It does not mean, as it 
tends to be glossed in Irish his-
t o r y , that O ' C o n n e l l 
over turned the Penal Laws, 
most of which were already in 
abeyance by then. Nor did it 
mean that it was an Act by 
which all Irish Catholics, rich 
and poor, gained some basic 
c iv i l r ights . T h e vast 
majority of Irish Catholics still 
could not vote af ter 1829, nor 
did they have any security of 
tenure in the land. They con-
t i n u e d to s u f f e r t h e s a m e 
d e b i l i t i e s as a l l l a n d l e s s 
p e a s a n t r y of t h e t ime. All 
Catholic Emancipation did, in 
fact, was to a l low the rich 
Catholics - the landlords, mer-
chants and professional men -
the right to aspire to leading 
positions in the country. By the 
terms of the Act, all important 
remaining restrictions on the 
wealthy classes of Catholics, were 
removed They could become 
m e m b e r s of p a r l i a m e n t , 
c a b i n e t m i n i s t e r s , j u d g e s , 
generals, admirals ... but they 
could not, of course, become 
Lords Lieutenant of Ireland 
nor hold the Lord Chancellor-
ships of England nor Ireland. 

Trying to justify 
O ' C o n n e l l ' s p r o m i n e n c e in 
Irish history for a piece of legis-
lation which had n o effect on 
the majority of his fellow 
countrymen, Moody and Mar-
tin have argued: 'And even if 
the number of Catholics who 

could aspire to any of these 
positions was very small, the 
whole body gained in morale 
from the removal of the taint of 
inequa l i ty . ' Tha t ' s ra ther a 
moot argument . 

The next thing O'Connell 
a c h i e v e d w a s to f ree t h e 
C a t h o l i c l a n d o w n e r s in 
Ireland from paying tithes to 
the Es t ab l i shed C h u r c h of 
England. 

For these two things he was 
called 'The Liberator'. 

Of course, we must not for-
get O'Connell's attempts to 
Repeal the Act of Union of 
1801. That campaign was, of 
course, a singular disaster be-
cause O'Connell was no 
revolutionary. To have been 
successful, the movement 
needed a man who was not 
scared of the people he was 
cynically leading rather than a 
man who was simply an op-
portunist politician thinking 
about securing position and 
prestige. And if O'Connell had 
been successful in restoring the 
Dublin Parliament, it was not 
going to be a parliament repre-
sentative of the Irish people 
anyway. After he had failed to 
win the Repeal of the Union, 
O'Connell contented himself 
with arguing the idea of 
federal devolutionism. 

As our 'revisionist' friends 
beaver away to resurrect, and 
give a new gloss to, the myth of 
O'Connell during the next year 
of so, let us remember, what 
O'Connell's actual role was irt 
Irish history. 

O'Connell was one of the 
greatest enemies of the Irish 
language and culture. Brought 
up in Co. Kerry, he was bilin-
gual in Irish and English. 
When he was a boy it must be 

remembered that two-thirds of 
the Irish population spoke 
Irish as their first language, out 
of which figure, it has been 
recorded by contemporary ob-
servers, that two million 
people spoke only Irish. O'-
Connell, however, threw his 
support behind English cul-
tural imperialism. His message 
was that the people should 
"keep the language from the 
children'. 

He would usually hold his 
meetings in English, even in 
areas where his speeches had 
to be translated to his audience 
although he was capable of ad-
dressing them in Irish. The 
times when he did use Irish 
was only, as his joking 
remarked, to outwit police 
reporters. This had quite an ef-
fect on the psyche of Irish 
speakers. Professor Denis 
Gwynn records (Daniel O'-
Connell, Cork University Press, 
1947): 'But he had deliberately 
discouraged the old language, 
in the conviction that English 
was more useful, and that as-
similation of the two countries 
in practical affairs was to be 
desired.' 

'I am sufficiently utilitarian 
not to regret its abandonment.' 
O'Connell stated. He 'could 
witness without a sigh, the 
gradual disuse of Irish'. 

At this fulcrum point in the 
history of the language, when 
it was still the majority lan-
guage of the Irish people, and 
could have been secured in 
that position by a resolute 
stand, O'Connell pushed for 
English. The balance swung 
against Irish. 

Visiting Derrynane a few 
years ago, the home of O'-
Connell, I found that a video of 
his life was being shov/n to 
tourists which made great play 
of the claim that O'Connell 
was supposedly a pacifist and 
would stand firmly against 
those who advocate physical 
force for political ends. Great 
emphasis was made on the 
current Irish struggle and how 
O'Connell would oppose it. 

But how does his 'pacifism' 
stand up to examination? 

H^ was such a great 
'pacifist' that when news came 
that the United Irishmen might 
be about to stage an armed in-
surrection, he immediately 
joined the Lawyer's Corps of 
Artillery to fight his 
'misguided' fellow 
countrymen. He supported the 
violence of England against 
what he called 'violence of un-
reasonable patriotism'. He was 
also, as a student, in love with 
military uniforms, glamour 
and prestige. In fact, the 
student's corps was not for 
him. He soon enlisted as a 
volunteer in the Yeomanryand 
during 1798 was on active ser-
vice against his fellow 
countrymen. A few years later, 

O'Connell was out again 
against the United Irishmen. 

No political change what-
soever is worth the shedding 
of a single drop of human 
blood,' O'Connell said. But O'-
Connell was quite prepared to 
shed the blood of his fellow 
countrymen to keep them in 
bondage to the imperial 
government whose uniform he 
delighted to put on. 

Additionally, he supported 
the recruitment of Irishmen for 
the military service under the 
English flag. O'Connell had in 
his youth been destined for 
service in his uncle's Irish 
Brigade of Royalist France. 
When the French Revolution 
came about, General O'-
Connell, commander of the 
Irish Brigade, having been 
thrown out of French service, 
went to William Pitt and 
negotiated terms by which he 
could raise six regiments of 
Irish Catholics in the English 
army. O'Connell, 'the pacifist', 
saw nothing abhorrent about 
that. General O'Connell even-
tually retired to France where 
helived on a full General's pay 
from the French and a full 
Colonel's pay from the 
English. 

O'Connell also encouraged 
his son, John, to recruit for the 
Papal Irish Brigade, who were 
to defend the Papal States 
against invasion from the Pied-
montese. 

This is hardly consistent 
with O'Connell's contention 
that 'human blood is no ce-
ment for the temple of liberty' 
nor with his claim to be a 
pacifist. The temple of liberty 
of the Papal States was ob-
viously, in his eyes, worth 
shedding Irish blood over, as 
was the maintenance of the 
English empire against 
republican France as well as 
the protection of English inter-
ests abroad and in Ireland. 

Only Irish liberty, in his 
view, was not worth shedding 
blood over. 

O'Connell was also a 
monarchist, and, not surpris-
ingly, perhaps, an English 
monarchist to boot for he 
developed a romantic attach-
ment to his 'darling little 
Queen' as he referred to Vic-
toria - a queen during whose 
reign some of the greatest 
atrocities were enacted on the 
Irish nation. 

O'Connell insisted that 
every meeting of his ended 
with a vociferous 'three cheers 
of Her Majesty, the Queen'! 

O'Connell's false equation 
of 'Irish Nationalism' with 
'Catholicism' was a major fac-
tor behind the final 
estrangement of the radical 
Presbyterians, who had been a 
leading force behind Irish 
Republicanism in 1798/ 
Without the narrow 'Catholic 
Nationalism' of O'Connell, the 
English Government's cam-

'" MS 

paign to bribe the Ulster Pres-
byterians away from their 
radical republicanism into the 
Unionist camp would not have 
worked and perhaps the sub-
sequent history of north-east 
Ulster would have been 
markedly different. 

And what was O'Coni.ell's 
attitude to the Irish working 
class, the great mass of the Irish 
people? 

As a landowner he took an 
active stand against the 
peasants' agrarian agitation 
for land rights and security of 
tenure, denouncing them on 
every occasion he could. At the 
same time, he cynically 
courted the working class by 
announcing that the appalling 
living conditions they were 
suffering was purely due to the 
union with England. If they 
supported his Emancipation 
and Repeal movements, then 
all would be fine. But his at-
tempt to court Irish workers 
did not last long. As James 
Connolly has observed, O'-
Connell 'gradually developed 
into the most bitter and un-
scrupulous enemy of trade 
unionism Ireland has yet 
produced'. 

O'Connell's speeches in the 
English House of Commons 
against social reform are truly 
amazing even in the reaction-
ary context of the times. It was 
O'Connell who opposed the 
1838 Bill which sought to stop 
employers using chi ldren 
under the age of nine years 
from working down mines. 
According to O'Connell, the 
motivation for stopping such 
juvenile slavery stemmed from 
'a ridiculous humanity'. 

This is the so-called 
'Liberator' whom one his-
torian of the Irish labour 
movement has rightly called 
'an even more dangerous 
enemy [to the people] than the 
worst of their employers'. 

He is certainly a fitting can-
didate to stand forth as a 
'Revisionist Hero'. 

OConnell's favourite son, 
John (1810-1858) who took u p 
his father's mantle, even join-
ing the Militia to help suppress 
the 1848 uprising in the tradi-
tion of his parent, wrote the 
best summary of the 
O'Connells' concern for the 
Irish people. As he watched 2.5 
million of his countrymen, 
women and children, vanish 
from the land by death due to 
malnutrition and attendant 
disease, and by migration, be-
cause of the artificially 
induced famine, he joyfully ex-
claimed: 'I thank God I live 
among a people who would 
rather die of hunger than 
defraud their landlords of 
rent/ Like father, like son. 

In the coming months ifcwiU 
be worth watching how out in-
dustrious 'revisionists' wiH 
attempt to glorify O'Connell's 
knavish rflle in Irish history. 
^mmmammmrn. 
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