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V 
against exclusioni(x$i§rs 
and detention? / ' -

If, pending the Lloyd 
report, the party's official 
line is that it is now for 
exclusion orders and 
fudge-free seven-day 
detentions, thus swal-
lowing the principle of 
outrage it enunciated so 
many times, how can it 
be relied on, when in of-
fice, not to be seduced by 
the case made by its the 
security services? 

It's possible that La-
bour's retrenchment is 
about something ephem-
eral like an election, 
rather than durable like 
the exercise of power. 

The trouble is that so 
much of what Labour 
says, especially in the 
vast fields for which 
Straw is responsible, 
could be classified in the 
same way. He can hardly 
see a penal cul-de-sac 
without racing Michael 
Howard to the end. 

On the whole, if the 
principles of liberty can-
not be sustained in 
opposition, it would be 
unusual to find them bet-
ter defended in power: 
especially by politicians 
who had spent the last 
year succumbing to the 
belief that hard cases 

not, after all, worth de-
fending. 

Following the emer-
gence of Labour's new 
line on the PTA, a com-
mentator in the Irish Post 
suggested that "there is 
now no Irish reason for 
voting Labour". 

Given the large num-
ber of Irish voters in 
Britain, the majority of 
whom, traditionally vote 
Labour, the party would 
do well to take this as a 
serious warning. 

• ABOUR'S deci-
sion to abandon I 
its fifteen year 1 

^ ^ ^ o p p o s i t i o n to I 
• • t h e renewal of 1 

the Prevention of Terror- • 
ism Act on the day • 
Trimble and the Official • 
Unionist Party joined La- I 
bour in seeking to defeat | 
the Government on the I 
Scott report has opened a • 
new stage in the 1 
Blair/Mowlam love-af- I 
fair with Unionists. I 

The scale of Labour's I 
U-turn was highlighted I 
by Guardian journalist • Spot the difference: New L 
and Blair supporter 
Hugo Young, who said: "Seldom has the 

"For more than a de- clammy hand of power 
cade, through many —the fear of it being de-
waves of IRA bombing, nied, the smell of it being 
Labour resisted the exercised — more ob-
blackmail cry that called viously throttled the 
it soft on terrorism. Now, decencies that principled 
when terrorism is at least opposition kept alive, 
no worse and may be "What Old Labour 
waning, and when the wanted was rule by law, 
British and Irish govern- not by politicians. Blair 
ments were on die very spoke for it. They weren't 
same day reassembling against an antHerrorist 
their belief in the politics law as such, but Blair ar-
of peace, Labour ex- gUed eloquently for 
changed libertarian "judicial intervention" 
principle for authorita- before a detainee under 
rian consent. the PTA was kept inside 

Labour's roll 
of honour 

for more than seven 
days. Along with exclu-
sion orders, here were 
"serious and fundamen-
tal" departures from the 
normal processes of Brit-
ish law... contrary to the 
principles of British jus-
tice... virtually unique in 
the western world". 

In a letter to the Con-
nolly Association last 
year, Jack S^raw con-
firmed that Labour's 

ing the extension of 
detentions, and the need 
for a full and inde-
pendent review. 

But despite Jack 
Straw's insistence that 
Lord Lloyd's pending re-
port satisfies their 
demands, nothing has 
essentially changed. 

How all this will assist 
Labour against charges 
of being soft on terror-
ism, without conceding 
that it has been soft on 
terrorism for the past de-
cade, is not clear. Is 
Labour now for or 

Labour and SDLP MPs who 
voted against the renewal of 
die Prevention of Terrorism 
Act: 

Diane Abbott; John Austin-
Walker; Harry Barnes; Tony 
Benn; Andrew Bennett; 
Dennis Canavan; Harry 
Cohen; Jeremy Corbin; 
Terry Davis; Bill Ethering-
ton; Maria Fyfe; Bernie 
Grant; Joe Hendnm; Helen 
Jackson; Lynne Jones; Ken 
Livingstone; Eddie Loyden; 
Max Madden; Eddie 
McGrady; Kevin McNa-
mara; Seamus Mallon; John 
March; BUI Mkhie; Chris 
Mull in; Brain Sedgemore; 
Alan Simpson; Dennis Skin-
ner, and Roger Stott 

on the use of exclusion 
orders, the absence of 'a 
judicial element' regard-
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Peace process 
must be rebuilt 

THE END of the IRA ceasefire marked a huge 
setback in the search for a political solution to 
the conflict resulting from Britain's enforced 
partition of Ireland. The possibility of break-
down increased over the months.as British 

promises of a 'generous and imaginative' response to a 
ceasefire failed to materialise. 

The British government's apparent willingness to 
place a seemingly endless series of obstacles in the 
way of Sinn Fein's involvement in peace talks, bol-
stered by unionist intransigence and compounded by 
the arithmetic of the Westminster parliament, was un-
doubtedly significant. 

However, it was arguably John Major's ill-con-
sidered and spectacularly provocative response to the 
Mitchell report which proved the final straw for the 
Provisionals. By sidelining Mitchell's main recommen-
dations and promoting the unionists favoured option 
of elections to a new Six-County assembly, the British 
government inevitably strengthened the hand of Re-
publicans favouring a return to the military option. 

By the time that Major had clarified his proposal 
for an assembly, the damage had been done. As a re-
sult, it will be difficult for any formula — whatever 
their relative merits or demerits — to gain widespread 
acceptance. 

However, if the peace process is to be saved, the 
British governmentmust think long and hard about 
the paucity of its response to key issues such as the 
prisoners, a lack of movement towards comprehensive 
demilitarisation, and a failure to address the issue of 
consensual policing. 

The suspension of emergency powers legislation, 
including the Prevention of Terrorism Act, could also 
have significantly bolstered the peace process helping 
to create and eventually sustain an atmosphere of trust 
and openness. Once again, the British government 
failed to respond positively. . 

Significant movement on all of these issues was 
possible during the period of the extended ceasefires. 
Little actually happened and we are now left to specu-
late as to whether progress on all, or even some, of 
these issues, would have elicited the same response 
from the military wing of the republican movement. 

Nevertheless, the resumption of the IRA's armed 
strategy will not make it any easier to reach the politi-
cal solution which is crucial to bringing about a last-
ing peace. Republicans, at all levels, must address this 
issue with imagination and some urgency. 

Throughout this period the position of the leader-
ship of the British Labour Party has been at best disap-
pointing, at worst reprehensible. Under Blair the party 
has dropped its commitment to act as a persuader for 
Irish unity — effectively accepting a unionist veto on 
developments — and adopted a rigid bi-partisan ap-
proach with the Tories over the peace process. Evi-
dence has also emerged that Labour is now planning 
to drop its policy commitment to 'unity by consenf 

Blair and Shadow Northern Ireland spokesperson 
Mo Mowlem argue that they refuse to play party 
politics with the lives of the people of Northern Ire-
land. But, by refusing to criticise the Government over 
the Peace Process, Labour leaves itself open to accusa-
tions of just that. For many Irish people, Labour's 
change of position over the PTA will be seen as the 
last straw. 

While the resumption of the IRA's military cam-
paign is a massive blow to the Irish Peace Process, it 
does not, nor must it be allowed to, bring it to an end. 
Nor should it be seen as an opportunity to marginalise 
republicans or to encourage divisions between them 
and more moderate nationalists. If the peace process is 
to be rebuilt their full participation is essential. To be-
lieve otherwise is politically foolhardy, and ultimately 
futile. 
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Irish trade unionists call for an end 
to Labour's bi-partisan policy 
Trade union visit 

by David Granville 

CONVINCING LABOUR to 
change its bi-partisan ap-
proach over the peace process 
was a priority for the trade 
union and labour movement in 
Britain, Belfast Trades Union 
Council secretary Andy 
Snoddy told a well attended 
meeting of trade unionists in 
Sheffield at the end of Fe-
bruary. 

Speaking at the annual 
general meeting of the Shef-
field TUC, he told delegates 
that despite the constraints 
placed on Irish trade unionists 
due to the complexities of or-
ganising across community di-
visions in Northern Ireland. 
The Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions' policy on the peace 
process was far more radical 
than Labour's. 

In addition to calling for the 
repeal of emergency legisla-
tion on civil liberty grounds, 
Irish trade unionists also pro-
posed closer co-operation be-
tween both parts of Ireland, a 
Bill of Rights for Northern Ire-
land, changes to the adminis-
tration of justice, including the 
end of no jury Diplock courts, 
the setting up of an appeals 
system for miscarriages of jus-
tice, and major policing re-
forms. 

However, their most urgent 
demand was for the IRA to im-
mediately reinstate its cease-
fire and for a mechanism to be 
found to allow all-party talks 
to take place, he said. 

"The trade union move-
ment is opposed to violence be-
cause it achieves nothing." It 
h$d also made an already dif-
ficult situation even worse. 

• United to support: An Post marks the centenary of the Irish TUC 

There was understanding for 
the frustration felt by many 
over die unwillingness of the 
British government to move 
forward with the peace pro-
cess this could not justify a re-
turn bombings and murders, 
he stressed. 

Citing progressive grass 
roots developments during the 
ceasefire he explained that 
these had been particularly 
strong in working class areas. 
"Working class communities 
have suffered most from vi-
olence and it is working class 
communities which have been 
quickest to learn that there has 
to be an alternative," he said. 

Earlier in the meeting dele-
gates heard from Belfast 
Trades Council vice president, 
Brenda Callaghan, who ex-
plained that die 'softly, softly' 
approach adopted by die Irish 
trade union movement had re-
sulted from a desire maintain a 
united trade union movement 

in Ireland throughout the con-
flict. 

Belfast Trades Council had 
played an active role in the 
civil rightsmovement, she ex-
plained. However, because of 
division over the border issue 
they had decided to opt for a 
strategy of survival. "We de-

cided that it was more import-
ant to represent workers than 
come up with solutions to the 
Northern Ireland question. As 
a consequence of that decision 
we have remained the only 
mass organisation with mem-
bers right across the sectarian 
and political divide." 
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ieace process breakdown 
Sinn Fein Ard Fheis 

by Enda Finlay 

THIS YEAR'S Sinn Fein Ard 
Fheis was in dramatic contrast 
to the celebratory, enthusiastic 
affair of 1995. It seems that the 
belief in the peace process and 
in their ability to set the agenda 
has deserted the republicans 
for the time being. 

The ending of the IRA 
cease-fire has forced many to 
question the continued via-
bility of the peace process and 
whether Sinn Fein can proceed 
if the cease-fire is not rein-
stated. The ending of the de 
facto Irish National Liberation 
Army cease-fire has also 
shown the republican move-
ment the dangers caused by 
splits and the internecine fight-
ing that may occur. 

Gerry Adams indicated 
that Sinn Fein was likely to 
take part in the forthcoming 
election although its pref-
erence would be to boycott it. 
Adams recognised the extreme 
distrust amongst republicans 
for the recent proposals for all-
party talks. 

However, he ^remained 
hopeful that "the democratic 

instincts and aspirations of 
popular opinion throughout 
the island of Ireland, if mo-
bilised, can provide an effec-
tive counter to all that". 

Criticising John Bruton's 
handling of the peace process 
and his recent Fine Gael Ard 
Fheis speech, Adams said: "If 
we are to restore the peace pro-
cess — and in my view we 
must restore it—the Taoiseach 
cannot act as a facilitator. He 
has to reach beyond his party-
political analysis and repre-
sent die interests of the Irish 
nation and he must under-
stand that the Irish nation ex-
tends beyond the state which 
he governs." _ 

Adams suggested the elec-
tion proposals were a device to 
enable John Major to stay in 
power and "to subvert and 
frustrate a meaningful restora-
tion of the peace process". 

Referring to the proposed 
elections and forum, Adams 
said that, although a boycott 
was preferable, "we live in the 
real world. We will be guided 
therefore by whether it is 
necessary to defend our vote or 
to uphold the rights of our elec-
torate". 

An emergency* motion 
mandated thejirjcqming Ard 

Chomhairle "to take the 
necessary steps to ensure the 
voice of our electorate is not 
isolated". 

While senior Sinn Fein 
figures such as Gerry Adams 
and Pat Doherty were resta-
ting their commitment to 
working for peace and justice. 
David Trimble was upping 
the ante with his speech to the 
Ulster Unionist Council. 

The election of May 30 pro-
vided "a public forum through 
which public opinion can be 
educated and where issues can 
be ventilated and the accept-
ability of possible outcomes 
[from talks] tested". 

In the same speech — de-
scribed as bile by John Bruton 
— he called for an end to die 
common travel area, and for 
the Dublin government to stop 
exporting "bombs along with 
its social problems to Eng-
land". 

The well-grounded fears of 
republicans of a return to Stor-
mont will colour their partici-
pation in the elections and the 
forum. Speeches such as 
Trimble's will do little to en-
courage republicans that the 
proposed body will be any dif-
ferent to their worst memories 
of the dreaded Stormont. One 

I. 

commentator recently pointed 
out: "They have created a pol-
itical beast — the assembly — 
that will have a dynamic of its 
own...The temptation is there 
for die unionists, and particu-
larly for David Trimble, to do 
their utmost to make that as-
sembly matter". 

The future for all parties in 
attempting to breathe new life 
into the peace process is diffi-
cult. Sinn Fein has the added 
difficulty of satisfying 
numerous preconditions, in-
cluding the re-instatement of 
the IRA cease-fire. 

The necessary conditions 
do not exist for this, which will 
affect Sinn Fein's ability to take 
part in all-party talks resche-
duled for June 10. 

It is ironic that the main 
movers behind the peace pro-
cess — which did have the ca-
pacity to 'deliver' the IRA — 
are no longer in a position to 
set the agenda. 

The unionists and the Brit-
ish government have suc-
ceeded in recapturing the 
initiative, and in so doing have 
detached the Irish government 
from the nationalist alliance 
and forced Sinn Fein to hurdle 
several preconditions before it 
can take its place on June 10. 

Ireland's first socialist 
ISRP centenary 

by Enda Finlay 

MAY 1996 marks the centen-
ary of the founding of the Irish 
Socialist Republican Party 
(ISRP) by James Connolly and 
others in Dublin. -

Connolly had moved to lie-
land following an invitation by 
the Dublin Socialist Club to 
become their paid organiser. 
The Party's first meeting took 
place on May 2, 18%, in the 
snug of a public house in 
Thomas Stfeet. Five of the 
eight socialists attending, in-
cluding Connolly, were ab-
stainers and drank lemonade 
After a discussion led by Con-
nolly, it was decided to form 
die party and he was duly ap-
pointed secretary on a pound a 
week. 

The ISRFs aim was nothing 
less than die establishment of 
an Irish Socialist Republic 
based on the public ownership 
of land, and tire means of pro-
duction, distribution and ex-
change. The final part of their 
manifesto clearly demon-
strates Connolly's thinking on 
the broad issues which the 
Party's sought to address: 

"That the agricultural and 
industrial system of a free 
people, like their political sys-
tem, ought to be an accurate 
reflex ofthe democratic prin-
ciple by the people for the 

i the interests of 
the'people.That the private 
ownership, by a class, of the 
land and instruments of pro-
duction, distribution and ex-
change, is opposed to this vital 
principle of justice, and is the 
fundamental basis of all op-
pression, national, political 
and social.. 

That die subjection of one 
nation to another, as of Ireland 
to the authority of the British 
Crown, is barrier to tne free 
political and economic devel-
opment of the subjected na-
tion, and can only serve the 
interests of the exploiting 
Classes of ootn nations. 1 

That the conquest by the So-
cial Democracy of political 
power in parliament, and on 
all public bodies in Ireland, is 
the readiest and most effective 
means whereby the revol-
utionary forces may be or-
ganised and disciplined to 
attain tint end." 

With die setting up of the 
ISRP, Connolly had helped to 
establish the first socialist 
party in Ireland, a party whoee 
outlook reflected his under-

of the complimentary 
between socialism 

and 
The ISRP was to the fore in 

the centenary celebration for 

die 1798 rising, and in the anti-
jubilee celebrations of the 

Queen, Victoria. The 
luced its own paper 

The Workers Republic and Con-
nolly contributed widely to 
other publications. During this 
period he also wrote two im-
portant pamphlets: Erin's 
Hope: The End and the Means 
(1897) and The New Evangel 
(1901). 

The life of ISRP was, how-
ever, short-lived and despite 
contesting numerous munici-
pal election it had tittle electo-
ral success, disintegrating after 
Connolly's depar ture for 
America in 1903. 

• • 

WORLD COMMENT 

B Y POLITIC US 

NEWALLIANCES 

Tony Benn wrote an open letter recently to the 
readers of the Daily Telegraph, of all papers, in 
which he said: The globalisation of capital, 
now accepted as both .inevitable and desirable 
by all the major political leaders in Britain, 

threatens Conservative as well as Labour values.' 
Benn prophesied a 'meltdown' in which nationalistic 
conservatives and socialists will join forces to chal-
lenge the key elements of the so-adled New World 
Order. He wrote: 'International capital is steadily tak-
ing control from national governments and giving it to 
those who owe no loyalty to any nation or any institu-
tion.' 

In America conservative Republican Pat Buchanan 
attracted the votes of millions of American workers, 
many of them trade unionists, by attacking Clinton's 
sell-out of workers' interests to NAFTA (the North 
American Free Trade Agreement), of US sovereignty 
to the World Bank and World Trade Organisation 
(G ATT's successor), and of the solidaristic values of 
family, community and nation to individualistic capi-
talist consumerism. His adviser, Sam Francis, says Bu-
chanan will go down in history as the founder of an 
entirely new type of political coalition. 'Call yourself a 
patriot, a nationalist, an America Firster,' says Francis,' 
but don't ever use the word "conservative". For it 
doesn't mean anything anymore.' 

Millionaire James Goldsmith, chairman of the 
twenty-strong Europe of the Nations group in the Eu-
ropean Parliament, whose British Referendum Party 
threatens to oppose the Tories in every UK consti-
tuency in the general election unless Major promises a 
referendum on the Brussels Euro-currency plan, writes 
in his book The Trap, 'Because they do not necessarily 
owe allegiance to the countries where they operate, 
there is a divorce between the interests of the Transna-
tional corporations and (hose of society.' 

Irish socialist James Connolly was getting at the 
same thing over eighty years ago when he wrote, The 
stronger I am in my affection for national tradition, lit-
erature, language and sympathies, the more firmly 
rooted am I in my opposition to that capitalist class 
which in its senseless lust for power and gold would 
bronze the nations as in a mortar/ 

The great religions such as Catholicism have tradi-
tionally sought to defend the group values of family, 
neighbourhood, community and nation against mani-
festations of private egotism that disrupted them. 
Classical Burkean conservatism also advocated such 
group solidarities in face of their corrosion by liberal 
individualism. It is an historical tragedy that while the 
classical Labour movement criticised capitalist econ-
omics for its individualism, it tended to ignore the cor-
roding effects of that same individualism on family, 
community and nation. As a consequence, it left con-
servatives concerned about the latter values in alliance 
with liberal Big Business. 

Alliances are breaking 
down everywhere, as Big 

Capital goes global 
Big Business was enabled thereby to whistle some of 
the most potent political tunes and use them to hold 
on to political power. The Old Left championed collec-
tivism for the economy, while upholding individual-
ism in social policy. The Old Right championed 
capitalist individualism in the economy, while it advo-
cated anti-capitalist values in social behaviour and pol-
itical life. 

These alliances are now breaking down every-
where, as Big Capital goes global and asitseeksto 
turn all traditional relations and solidarities into com-
modities in an ever more frantic search for profit. 
Many on the traditional Right today see that it is capi-
talist individualism in economics which threatens the 
social solidarities they value, while some people on 
the Left like Tony Benn, echoing geniuses with in-
sight like James Connolly, are painting to the histori-
cal error of the Left in failing to eee the potent allies it 
could gain^y championing the group solidarities of 
nation, rat nily and community. So the new popular 
political alliances of the early 21st century beckon, 

DE M O C R I ft I S M 
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The peaceful way to 
end Ireland's partition 
The peaceful road 
has yet to be 
embarked upon 
seriously — but it 
is the only option 
left, argues 
FEICREANACH 

LO G I C A L L Y THERE a r e 
on ly two ways to end Par-
tition. Either one gathers 

enough force to expel the Brit-
ish from the Six Counties and 
suppress any subsequent 
unionist resistance, or one 
d i v i d e s u n i o n i s m , w i n n i n g 
over a s ec t ion of u n i o n i s m t o 
nationalism, and in time estab-
l ishing a N o r t h e r n major i ty fo r 
reunification. 

The military way does not 
work. It is impossible to gather 
enough force, even if that were 
acceptable or desirable. This 
leaves only the way of un-
armed politics, which the 
1960s civil-rights movement 
pioneered and which Irish his-
tory is now clamouring to have 
taken up again. 

Unionism in essence is.pol-
itical Protestantism: the em-
bodiment of political reaction 
and intolerant of equality for 
Catholics. 

The unionism of most 
unionists is neither bat-ed on 
love of Britain nor on admira-
tion of Elizabeth II, but rests on 
the traditionally privileged po-
sition of Six-County Protes-
tants, or on their ignorance and 
fantasies about their Catholic 
fellow-countrymen and their 
papist' beliefs and practices. 

Neither real unionist privi-
lege n o r i m a g i n a r y t h r e a t s 
f rom Catholics deriving from 
ignorance and bigotry can sur-
vive equality of treatment and 
parity of esteem between the 
two communities. If unionism 
can no longer be top dog in the 
Six Counties, it will have no 
f u r t h e r rational for most 
unionists. Give it a generation 
and it will start to fade away. 
Hence the dissolving effect of 
democratic rights, even within 
the limitations of an interim 
Six-County settlement. 

The 1960s civil-rights 
movement rocked unionism to 
its core, as no other Irish na-
tionalist initiative before. It 
divided the unionist monolith 
between Paisley and the 
various factions of official 
unionism. World sympathy at 
the time was with the op-
pressed Catholic nationalist 
minority. After the 1969 attack 
on Bombay Street and the 
Falls, the IRA was reformed, 
wholly justifiably in such cir-

• Betty Sinclair addresses 1972 Belfast civil rights rally 

cumstances, to defend the 
Catholic areas. But the change 
to military offensive position 
after 1970 effectively sidelined 
politics and the civil rights ap-
proach. As subsequent events 
showed, and as another 25 
years of war would only con-
firm, while the armed struggle 
cannot be defeated, neither can 
it win. 

The IRA's change of tactics 
helped Britain no end in repre-
senting to the world that the 
real problem of her nasty pol-
itical slum in the Six Counties 
was one of containing 'terror-
ism'. On both the British and 
republican sides the military 
men came to the top and 
politics, mass action, no longer 
had a part to play. 

TWENTY-FIVE y e a r s on , 
the August 1994 IRA 
cease-fire had the dra-

matic effect of drawing back 
the curtain on all that had gone 
between, revealing the under-
lying problem as it had been in 
1912, was throughou t the exist-
ence of the Northern Ireland 
statelet, and what had led to 
the assault on Bombay Street in 
1969 — the intransigence of 
unionism and its inability to 
embrace progressive change. 

It is now clear that republi-
cans must give primacy to rev-
olutionary politics, devoting 
their talents and resources to 
ensuring they have the most 
competent, committed and 
disciplined political leader-
ship, without any more mili-
tary distractions. They need to 
make James Connolly's prin-
ciple their own: that the test of 

a revolutionary is to have a 
revolutionary end, not a par-
ticular means. The criterion of 
revolutionary politics is not 
willingness to use arms, but 
the ability to sustain the com-
mitment of oneself and one's 
organisation to a united inde-
pendent Irish Republic while 
successfully mobilising the 
political forces that alone are 
capable of attaining that revol-
utionary objective. 

Firstly this will require 
maximum unity among Six-
County nationalists. Despite 
the symbolic significance of the 
Hume-Adams coming-
together weaknesses remain 
evident due to rivalry between 
Sinn Fein and SDLP at local 
level, and a lack of supportive 
voices among Hume's senior 
colleagues. It is imperative that 
there is co-operation between 
Sinn Fein and the SDLP in the 
impending Six-County elec-
tion for negotiating teams, and 
in the UK general election. 

The second necessity is to 
develop good relations with 
the Dublin government, what-
ever strains arise. Dublin is the 
principal representative to the 
world of Irish nationalism. 
Like it or lump it. Dublin's 
duty is to represent adequately 
the interests of the nationalist 
people of the North, not just as 
a Six-County minority, but as 
part of the political majority of 
the whole people of Ireland 
who are denied those majority 
rights as long as partition re-
mains. The more political 
unity there is within Northern 
nationalism, the more Dublin 
will be compelled to represent 
adequately the pan-nationalist 
consensus. 
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Thirdly is the necessity to 
make and keep foreign allies. 
Irish nationalism on its own, 
however dedicated and 
united, is not politically strong 
enough to change British gov-
ernment policy. Bill Clinton's 
pressure on Britain shows 
what can be done with Ameri-
can support. But equally im-
portant is the need, largely 
ignored by the parties of Irish 
nationalism, to win allies in-
side Britain itself. The widely 
diffused sympathy for Ireland 
among many British people, as 
well as a three-quarter-mil-
lion-strong Irish community, 
represent powerful potential 
allies for the Irish cause in Bri-
tain. A united effort by the par-
ties of Irish nationalism to 
encourage political solidarity 
work in Britain in a systematic 
way, could have a dramatic ef-
fect in changing that. 

THE OUTLINES of the 
necessary interim Six-
County settlement are 

also obvious. First is equality of 
treatment and parity of esteem 
for both Northern com-
munities, underwritten politi-
cally by both governments. 
Second is a power-sharing de-
volved administration there, 
with maximum, not minimum 
legislative and executive func-
tions, to move things in an 
Irish-based rather than a Brit-
ish-based direction. Third is a 
system of meaningful North-
South bodies, with the capacity 
to evolve politically-in an all-
Ireland direction. 

Such a settlement would 
complete the division, confu-
sion and inevitable destruction 
of unionism begun by the 
1960's Civil Rights movement. 
That is why Trimble's OUP 
came out strongly against 
legislative devolution at its last 
annual conference before 
Christmas. In the present cir-
cumstances a Stormont-style 
legislature threatened the fu-
ture of the union, he argued. So 
it does. After the cold war, Bri-
tain no longer has strategic rea-
sons for staying in Ireland; 
while its main political interest 
in the country now is cultivat-
ing good relations with Dublin 
in the European Union context. 

Such an interim settlement 
would be ideal for enabling a 
significant fraction of present-
day unionists gradually to dis-
cover their Irishness and what 
they have in common with 
their Catholic fellow-
countrymen. 

If something on these lines 
had been set in hand in 1970, or 
after Sunningdale in 1974, we 
would be well down the road 
to Irish unity by now. But that 
road has still to be embarked 
upon and travelled. There is no 
other way. 

DEMOCRAT LETTERS 

British labour 
movement must 
ditch bi-partisan 
policy on Ireland 
THE EVENTS of Friday February 10, bring into stark 
relief the fragile state of the current stage of the Irish 
Peace Process. 

It is right to condemn what took place in the east 
end of London, but if as much effort and news print 
had been used to highlight the intransigence of the 
British government before February 9, then we might 
be in a better position to influence those who carried 
out this act. 

As Gerry Adams has said, Sinn Fein can't build the 
peace on its own, it will need the effort of all Irish 
people. The Irish people also need the active participa-
tion of the British people in building a lasting settle-
ment. They have the power to force their government 
to engage seriously in the Irish Peace Process. 

The British labour movement has allowed itself to 
be emasculated with its policy of bi-partisanship. 

Where is the lef of the British labour movement 
today? Where have been the public demonstrations, 
meetings and protests over the last 18 months calling 
for their government to engage in the peace process 
rather than raise new obstacles? 

Where are the demands to break the unionist veto 
over Labour policy? The British Tories are using the 
unionists cynically to hold on to power, but by putting 
the Irish Peace Process after the immediate interest of 
being elected, the Labour leadership is shown to be 
just as opportunistic as John Major. 

It is not too late for the British labour movement to 
rescue itself from the current policy and begin cam-
paigning with an independent voice. 

The British left and the labour movement will only 
win influence with republicans when they put the 
same amount of effort into the Irish situation as they 
did with South Africa. Otherwise their voice will just 
sound the same as the Tory establishmenL 

Eugene McCartan 
Dublin 

Shame of Britain's 
callous treatment of 
Irish prisoners 
I WORK as a nurse and I want to make a statement 
about the medical staff who were in charge of termni-
nally-ill Irish prisoner Patrick Kelly while he was held 
in England. 

Early in his inprisonment Paddy exhibited the clas-
sic symptoms of a recurrence of one of the most 
deadly and fast-moving cancers. Every medical person 
in the world recognises these symptoms, they are the 
signal for urgent and immediate medical and surgical 
intervention. 

Every medical person who was anywhere near 
Paddy Kelly knew he was condemned to suffering 
and early death. 

They could have treated him and saved him but 
they chose not to. How can doctors and nurses stand 
by and not condemn this violation of medical ethics? 

Further, all of the Irish prisoners in English prisons 
are low in their health. Their living conditions have 
been described by the seven TDs and a member of the 
Seanad who visited the prisons last December and 
January. 

They reported that the prisoners are often freezing 
and that all of them have diseases for which treatment 
is being withheld. All of them are teetering on the 
brink of chronic bronchial infection and incipient. 
pneumonia. 

It is time that this and every aspect of the deluded 
and paranoid British political system is exposed. We 
must not conspire by our silence to hide it. 

Roberta Whiteside, 
Mendocino, 

California, USA 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T A p r i l / M a y 1 9 9 6 p a g e 4 

:— : t 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

• Boyd: The left 

British 'Labour 
proposes a strategy 
of collaborating 
with capital argues 
JOHN BOYD of 
the Campaign 
Against 
Euro-federalism 

IS a great deal of 
talk in Britain about 

. . whether the pound 
should be given up for a single 
European currency. The Tory 
government one day says it 
will hold a referendum and the 
next day says it will not. Re-
cently the Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifkind said there 
may be a referendum but the 
government would not necess-
arily take any notice of the re-
sult. 
- This is unlike Ireland where 

the constitution requires plebi-
scites to be held and recent 
legislation states that the gov-
ernment cannot use public 
money to fund one side Ire-
land is committed to take part 
in the single currency and be-
cause of this has suffered high 
interest rates which don't 
benefit ordinary people or 
small businesses. 

Currently Britain is not 
committed to join the Euro-
pean single currency- The idea 
of a referendum dangled be-
fore the country is to damp 
down any campaign against 

. „f,. .j: '. •>«! <_ .. 
economic and monetary union 
(EMU). When Britain was 
briefly part of the initial stage 
of joining EMU, interest rates 
soared, tens of thousands of 
small businesses went bank-
rupt, many thousands of jobs 
were lost and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer emptiedbillions 
from the nation's coffers into 
the pockets of money specula-
tors. 

Despite this clear warning 
that EMU is not in the interests 
of ordinary people, their mort-
gages, jobs and savings, La-
bour Party leaders and the 
TUC are all for Britain to jump 
into bed with the deutsch-
mark. * 

Britain's entry into the 
Common Market, as it was still 
known in 1973, has led to die 
massacre of British industries, 
particularly steel, shipbuilding 
and coal. 

Manufacturing has de-
clined to the point where more 
is imported than exported. 
There is mass unemployment 
and charities now consider 
inner cities in the same dread-
ful position as many third-
world countries. 

Despite all these obvious 
lessons the TUC advo-
cates joining with the em-

ployers' CB1 and Bank of 
England to run a joint cam-

Why 
not TUC and trade union 
leaders supposed to look after 
the interests of those who 
work? 

Centrally fixed exchange 
rates and interest rates tied 

together in a deutschmark 
zone are to the benefit of ban-
kers and transnational corpor-
ations, especially German 
corporate capital and interests. 
Floatmg exchange rates and in-
terest rates are to die benefit of 
the working class including 
trade unionists. 

RATHER THAN debate a 
single currency the TUC 
concentrates on the 

decoy of the nonexistent Social 
Chapter. TUC and Labour 
Party, leaders avoid mention-
ing the strict criteria for taking 
part in economic and mon-
etary union. These criteria 
mean drastic cuts in public 
spending—precisely what the 
Tory government has done in 
the last three budgets and now 
boasts it is on target for EMU. 

These cuts are real and felt 
by all sections of die working 
class. They take the form of 
cuts in cash for local auth-
orities, education, fire services 
and welfare benefits, and the 
closure of hospitals or their ac-
cident and emergency depart-
ments, or just fewer beds. 

If EMU goes ahead a com-
mittee of the European parlia-
ment has forecast an extra ten 
million unemployed on top of 
the existing 18 million. The 
TUC document states that 15 
million jobs would be created 
if there was a seven percent 
growth in investment along 
with a three to 3.5 percent 
growth rate. ., 

At the moment both these 
i, and therefore the 15 

miuion jobs, are highly un-
likely to happen. The Euro-
pean Commission has forecast 

xfi.. . -

full employment will be 
reached by die year 2020, as 
long as some work for no 
wages — something that used 
to be called slavery. With a 25 
million difference between the 
forecasts in extra jobs, who are 
we to believe? 

The object is to hand every-
thing to corporate capital and 
damn the social consequences 

If a stop is not made to the 
downward spiral of benefits to 
pauper levels or removal al-
together, then those in work 
will be blackmailed to accept 
lower wages and worse condi-
tions or join those out of work. 
We could well see a return to 
Victorian charity flag days for 
collecting money for the poor. 

The threat of the casualisa-
tion of labour, as seen in Liver-
pool docks and short term 
contract working in many jobs, 
has removed security of em-
ployment. If this continues die 
prospects for young people 
will remain grim. 

There is an alternative 
which involves national gov-
ernments retaining or retriev-
ing powers over die national 
economy, interest rates and ex-
change rates. This means in-
dustries and jobs can, if 
necessary, be protected from 
imports and subsidised. 
• These important matters 
and others, including die pro-
posed Common Foreign and 
Security Policy which offends 
Ireland's constitution and 
neutrality, will be discusse i at 
a national consultative con-
ference on May 18 at Aston 
University in Birmingham. 

Further details from the 
Campaign against Euro-feder-
alism, 57 Green Lane, Mersey-
side L458JQ. 

JOHN MURPHY'S KEYWORDS 

Monopoly and 
competition 

The strength and weakness of capitalism is compe-
tition, and competition's obverse—monopoly. 
Competition is what puts capitalist firms under 
pressure to maximise profit, productivity and 
market share in order not to fall behind others in 

the same trade or industry. It is what spurs the capitalist 
to introduce new technology, to invest in the latest pro-
duction process, to reduce the numbers employed at the 
prevailing level of technique and extract the maximum 
amount of profit — surplus value — from each worker. 

If individual capitalists or capitalist firms fail to com-
pete, the penalty is falling profits and eventual bank-
ruptcy. l l u s is what gives capitalism its dynamism as an 
economic system, continually expanding in its ceaseless 
restless, search for surplus value in order to accumulate 
more capital. So it spreads industrialisation, improves la-
bour productivity and gradually raises living standards, 
turning all things into commodities for the market, erod-
ing all relations not reducible to cash, the creator and 
moulder of our world. 

But competition is capitalism's weakness as well as its 
strength. Rationality and co-operation at the level of the 
individual firm in the process of making things, is 
matched by anarchy and irrationality in capitalism as a 
whole. Out of competition comes monopoly. The strong 
firm destroys the weak, the big devours the small. Mar-
kets that were once characterised by large numbers of 
competing firms end up dominated by one or a few. It is 
characteristic of monopolies to want security, not competi-
tion. They try to slow down innovation, where previously 
they pushed it. They seek to exclude outsiders who might 
threaten their market share. And they invest their profits 
across the globe, seeking to establish monopolies abroad 
whenever they find their domestic position threatened. 

Some 400 giant firms now produce half the manufac-
tured output of the entire world. The other half is pro-
duced by millions of small and medium-sized firms that 
cater mainly for domestic national markets. The 400 are 
the giant transnationaL^orporations producing for global 
markets, with production units typically sited in many 
countries 

Capitalist competition takes political as well as econ-
omic forms. The distinction between the political and the 
economic is arbitrary anyway. Competition between 
firms is not only expressed in the application of new tech-
niques, speed-up, continual insecurity and frenetic press-
ure on the work force to squeeze more profits, surplus 
value, out of them for the capitalists. 

Capitalists look to the 
state to defend and 

advance their interests 
Capitalists look politically to die state in which their busi-
nesses are headquartered to defend and advance their 
economic and political interests. Hence trade wars, ex-
change-rate wars and interest-rate wars, as well as, on oc-
casion, war with rockets, tanks and army divisions, as 
one group of capitalists seeks a competitive advantage 
over others, or seeks to eliminate its rivals completely. 

Economists who prate about the benefits of competi-
tiveness should remember how the international politics 
of capitalism reflect its economics. It is impossible to 
make sense of the first and second world wars unless one 
sees them as essentially attempts by different groups of 
national capitalists to outgun one another, using their 
local national state as instruments of their collective will. 
Nor can one understand modern imperialism, the drive 
for colonies and spheres of influence abroad, particularly 
in die nineteenth century, without seeing in it the search 
by national capitalisms for spheres of influence, captive 
markets, lucrative investment opportunities and sources 
of raw materials they can dominate. One cannot under-
stand the Common Market and the drive to European in-
tegration today without seeing it as an attack by big 
capital on national democracy, so as to deprive national 
labour movements of the political instruments for impos-
ing sodal controls on private capital. 

The root of each of these great historical movements is 
the desire of capitalist big business to substitute monop-
oly for competition. But private monopolies are inher-
ently anti-social. Monopolies require political control in 
die general social interest which is die reason for the 
necessity for socialism. So capitalism opens the way for 
die more advanced system to supersede it. 



IRISH BOOKS 

Enduring the most: a harrowing 
tale of bravery and harassment 
GERRARD CURRAN 
reviews Enduring the most: 
the life and death of 
Terence MacSwiney, by 
Francis J Costello, 
£19.99. Paperback £9.99. 
253 pps 

REGARDING THE YOUNG 
people who came to 
dominate the Irish Na-

tional movement in the early 
20th century Costello quotes 
Tom Garvin, the historian: "A 
conspicuous feature of the 
politics of the period was the 
rise of political movements of 
an often visionary and roman-
tic character, commonly domi-
nated by relatively 
well-educated young people 
from the middle reaches of so-
ciety." Terence MacSwiney, 
who studied moral and mental 
science at university, certainly 
fitted the bill. 

MacSwiney's attitude to 
winning over the general 
population for national inde-
pendence was that it could 
only be achieved by the heroic 
sacrifices of an elitist minority. 
This was different from Con-
nolly's idea of improving the 
position of the mass of ordi-
nary people now and making 
sure independence was not 
just a matter of changing the 
colour of post boxes. 

In his writings, however, 
MacSwiney showed great con-
cern for the poor. His one-act 
play, graphically entitled The 
holocaust, features a child who 
dies though lack of medical 
treatment. The antagonist, a 

selfish doctor, is counterposed 
against the priest who repre-
sents a force for righteousness. 
MacSwiney's target is Irish 
capitalism rather than British 
rule and these incidents and 
writings from MacSwiney's 
early adult life help us under-
stand why he took his uncom-
promising stand. 

Although not the first bio-
graphy of Terence MacSwiney, 
Costello had access to family 
papers and records in the 
House of Lords' library relat-
ing to MacSwiney's 74-day 
hunger strike in Brixton 
Prison, unavailable to MacSwi-
ney's previous biographer, 
Moirin Chavasse. This addi-
tional information has assisted 
Costello in reinforcing the her-
oism and tragedy of MacSwi-
ney's sacrifice. 

In 1916, MacSwiney was a 
victim of the confusion of the 
messages coming from Dublin. 
This and the failure of the Ger-
man arms shipment meant the 
rising failed to get going in the 
south. According to Costello, it 
was partly MacSwiney's guilt 
about southern inaction in 
1916, (though an enquiry exon-
erated him of all blame), which 
made him persist in his hunger 
strike in 1920. 

Before and after the Rising 
MacSwiney showed a great 
commitment to the struggle for 
Irish freedom through his ac-
tivity in the Volunteers. 

After 1916 he was con-
stantly harassed by the auth-
orities, and saw frequent spells 
in prison. He played an im-
portant role in raising funds in 
the Cork area for the Dail loan, 
and Michael Collins was par-

• McSwiney: visionary republican1 

ticularly impressed by Mac-
Swiney's dedication and effi-
ciency. ;»: 

The account of the hunger 
strike is harrowing, and serves 
to remind us that Michael Ho-
ward's vindictive and callous 
prison regime and the control 
of the government over the 
media are the continuation of a 
long tradition. Despite the 
early protests from news-
papers for MacSwiney's re-
lease and the intervention of 
the King, Lloyd George re-
mained completely indiffer-
ent, confident that his decision 

to let the Irishman starve to 
death was correct. 

Churchill, who was later to 
show great ruthlessness in a 
number incidents in the sec-
ond world war, merely 
referred to the hunger strike as 
a sign that the "silly season" 
had arrived. It makes one re-
alise why the Nazis greatly ad-
mired the British ruling class. 

Referring to Muriel Mac-
Swiney's mental instability 
during and after her husband's 
ordeal, Costello gives the im-
pression that she should have 
shown more endurance. It 

seems hardly surprising that 
the poor woman began to 
crack under the strain, espe-
cially as the harassment of her 
husband began early on in 
their married life. 

However, it is a suitable re-
minder of the terrible strain 
that the loved ones of republi-
can prisoners suffer over the 
years in their long journeys to 
and from prison and as a result 
of the indignities and insults 
directed at them by prison offi-
cials. 

This is a book of immense 
scholarship. 

Life and death of 'general' Cahill 
GERARD CURRAN 
reviews The General: 
Godfather of crime, by Paul 
Williams. £5.99. 
Published by O'Brien 
Press. pp221. 

IF ANYONE wanted a book 
which showed the dramatic 
social changes in Ireland in 

the last 60 years, I would rec-
ommend they read the story of 
the life and death of Martin Ca-
hill — 'the General', a nick-
name earned through 
dominance in the criminal 
underworld. 

Here you have in story form 
the social consequences of 
modern monetarist capitalism. 
Read it as you would a novel. 

Cahill's career in crime was 
probably determined by his 
grim childhood — even sym-
pathetic Brothers can do little 
to make the world of low-paid 

jobs and mass unemployment 
seem attractive. 

Some would say the flood 
of drugs from the third world 
to developed countries is 
revenge for World Bank 
policies. Others would say 
burglaries and the like are the 
revenge of the poor for the 
policies of their rulers. 

In both cases those who suf-
fer most are the poorest and 
those trying to keep small busi-
nesses going. When the police 
annoyed the General, he 
would get his followers to 
slash the tyres of cars parked in 
the neighbourhood. 

I, The General was unique 
among criminals in the brazen-
ness of some of his exploits: he 
burgled the courthouse for rec-
ords to destroy evidence, and 
kidnapped a state pathologist 
and tried to intimidate him by 
torture. 

Cahill's sense of the absurd 
came into play when he set up 
his organisation Concerned 
Criminals Against Drugs at the 

time of the Concerned Parents 
Against Drugs campaign. He 
believed the campaign was in-
terfering in the activities of 
local criminals Cahill claimed 
were not involved in drugs. 

But one person's joke can be 
another's irritation, and it was 
at that time that members of 
the IRA began to feel there 
wasn't room for Cahill and 
themselves in the same city. 

The General's lack of inter-
est in politics turned out to be 
a fatal flaw, for he could see no 
reason why he could not do 
business with loyalist para-
militaries in the north. It is de-
batable whether he was 
involved in the bomb attack by 
the loyalists on the pub in Du-
blin where Sinn Fein members 
were meeting, but whatever 
the facts the IRA decided their 
last violent act in Dublin before 
the cease-fire would be the ex-
ecution of the General. 

Someone is bound to make 
a film of this incredible but true 
story. -
?. U . f! K i ;« 

Wolf Tone, Bantry 
Bay and a failed 
French invasion 
Jim Savage reviews A bay 
of destiny by Michael 
Carroll, Bantry Design 
Studios, £9 

THE CONNECTION be-
tween one of Ireland's 
most extraordinary his-

torical figures and Bantry town 
features in a new publication 
by local historian and book-
shop owner Michael Carroll. 

This history of the Bay and 
its inhabitants from the last ice 
age through to the present day 
has been published to coincide i 
with the 19% bicentenary com-
memoration of the arrival of 
the French in Bahtry. 

The five chapters on Tone, 
which are also available as a 
separate pamphlet (at £3.99) 
reveal many fascinating details 
about the preparations for the 
invasion, as well as the confu-
sion and lack of direction that 
prevailed once the fleet had ar-
rived. Why the French aban-
doned the invasion, an account 
of what happened to those 
who were captured and an in-
sight into Tone's diaries, all 
make for an excellent read. 

The remaining 49 chapters, 
dealing with the prehistoric ci-
vilisations in the area, the im-
portance of Tara and the 
Brehon laws,.«arly Chris-
tianity, English settlers and the 
plantation, the fishing indus-
try and the Famine, and much 
mere, are equally stimulating. 

Memories 
of Spain 

A soldier of liberty, by 
Peter O'Connor, £2 from 
Four Province* 
bookshop, 244 Grays 
Inn Road, London WC1. 

w s 
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IS a first-hand ac-
I I count of the fight 

against fascism in late-
1930s Spain which became 
the overture for the second 
world war. 

Penned by one of three 
surviving Irish members of 
the International Brigade of 
anti-fascist volunteers, its 
publication is particularly 
welcome given the con-
troversy around Ken Loach's 
recent film Land and freedom, 
panned as lopsided by a sig-
nificant core of the dwind-
ling number of survivors. 

Peter O'Connor is a life-
long republican and socialist 
who now lives in Waterford 
who has already published 
an account of his recent re-
turn to Spain. He is one of 
those now belatedly recog-
nised by the Spanish govern-
ment as honorary Spanish 
citizens. 

Saint Jack 
- on tape 
GERARD CURRAN 
reviews Jack Charlton: 
the honorary Irishman 
tells all, audio tapes 
published by The 
Speaking Book 
Company, £8.99. 

R 
ECENTLYI heard Jack 
Charlton on the radio 
news, commenting on 

his departure from the Irish 
football team: "Any pub I go 
into in Dublin, everyone 
buys me drinks. If I go in a 
hotel, I am treated like roy-
alty. I get on well with the 
Irish no matter what part 
they are from," he said. 

It crossed my mind that if 
you were in a tough spot Jack 
would be a good companion 
to have with you. 

On these tapes are two 
hours of non-stop Jack, and it 
is an unmissable experience. 
He has a strong personality 
and is honest, fluent and is a 
master of plain English. 

He quickly outlines his 
background and early life in 
Yorkshire, his first jobs and 
hobbies. Then comes his life 
as a footballer, and later as a 
football coach. 

Next came the offer of 
trainer and manager of the 
Irish soccer team. If you can 
follow the football language 
there follows an enthralling 
explanation of the tactics and 
strategy he taught the Irish 
team. 

There is much more of 
great interest in these tapes. 
They would make a Very 
good present—and tte reci-
pient does not have to know 
anything about football. 
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IRISH SONGS 

Colloden Muir 
By February 1746 the Scottish army had retreated as far 
as Inverness and on April 16 the Scottish and English 
armies met at Colloden Moor. The English, led by the 
Duke of Cumberland, defeated the Scots and began one of 
the worst persecutions of a nation known to history. 

The moorland wide and waste and brown 
Heaves far and near and up and down, 
Few trenches green the desert crown, 
And these are the graves of Culloden! 

Alas what mournful thoughts they yield, 
Those scars of sorrow yet unhealed, 
On Scotland's last and saddest field, 
Oh the desolate moor of Culloden! 

Ah me! What carnage vain was there, 
What reckless fury, mad despair, 
On this Wide moor such odds did dare, -
O! The wasted lives of Culloden! 

For them laid there, the brave and young, 
How many a mother's heart was wrung, 
How many a coronach sad was sung, 
O! the green graves of Culloden! 

Here Camerons clove the red line through, 
There Stewarts dared what men could do, 
Charged lads of Athol, staunch and true, 
To the cannon mouths on Culloden. 

What boots it not to point and tell, 
— Here the clan Chatten bore them well; 
Shame maddened, yonder, Keppoch fell, 
Lavish of life at Culloden? 

In vain the wild onset, in vain 
Claymores cleft English skulls in twain, 
The cannon fire poured in like rain, 
Mowing down the clans on Culloden. 

Through qll the glens from shore to shore, 
What wailing went! But that is o'er, < • 
Hearts now are cold that once were sore 
For the loved ones lost on Culloden. 

Now strangers come to pry and peep 
Above the mounds where clansmen sleep, 
But what do we, their kinsmen, reap 
For our sires' blood shed on Culloden? 

This too will pass, the hunter's deer, 
The drover's sheep will disappear, 
But when another race will you rear 
Like the men that died at Culloden? 

Principal Shairp 

Will you go Lassie go? 
There is a Scottish ballad that incorporates the 'Go Lassie, 
Go?' part but its tune is completely different. This is 
undoubtedly an Irish tune, probably hailing from the 
northern part of the country. 

Oh the summer time is coming and the trees are 
sweetly blooming, 
And the wild mountain thyme grows around the 
blooming heather 
Will you go lassie go? 

And w e l l all go together to pluck the wild mountain 
thyme, , 
All around the blooming heather, 
Will you go lassie go? 

I will build my love a tower near yon crystal fountain, 
And on it I will find all die flowers of die mountain, 
Will you go, lassie go? 

If my true love she were gone, I would surely find 
another, , 

heather, • ••-,• < 
Will you go lassie, go? 

>j<sihfji- m • w i v 

The Maid of Anner 
The eyesight ofthe author, nationalist Charles J. Kickham, 
1828-82, was seriously damaged while he was in prison. 

She lived beside the Anner 
At the foot of Slevenamon, 
A gentle Irish peasant girl, 
With mild eyes like the dawn; 
Her lips were dewy rosebuds, 
Her teeth of pearl so rare, 
And a snowdrift 'neath a beechen bough, 
Her neck and nutbrown hair. 

How pleasant twas to meet her 
On Sundays,when the bell 
Was filling with its mellow tones 
Lone wood and grassy dell! 
And when at eve young maidens 
Strayed the river bank along, 
The widows brown-eyed daughter 
Was the loveliest of the throng. 

Oh brave, brave Irish girls — 
We well may call you brave! 
Sure the least of your perils 
Is the stormy ocean wave; 
When you leave your quiet valleys 
And cross the Atlantic foam 
To hoard your hard-won earnings 
For the helpless ones at home. 

Write word to my own dear mother 
Say we'll meet with God above; 
And tell my little brothers 
I send diem all my love 
May the angels ever guard them 
Is their dying sister's prayer-
And folded in the letter 
Was a braid of nut-brown hair. 

And cold and well-nigh callous 
This weary heart has grown i 
For thy helpless fate dear Ireland, 
And for sorrows of my own; 
Yet a tear my eye will moisten 
When by Anner side I stray 
F6r the lily of the mountain foot 
That withered far away. 

My Darling sleeps in England 
From the singing of Mary Reynolds of Leitrim, a lament 
for an Irishman killed by German bombs in England. 

My darling sleeps in England across the Irish Sea, 
While I who loved him dearly shall mourn him bitterly, 
Shall mourn him night and morning and miss him from 
my sight, 
For in the town of Birmingham my husband Danny 
died. 

The times came hard upon us, my children three and I, 
My husband rose one morning with a teardrop in his 
eye. 
He tied his few belongings and kissed me tenderly, . 
Saying: Tare you well my darling wife for 111 cross the 
Irish Sea.' 

Each week from English cities a letter came to me, 
Saying: 'Darling wife, how do you fare, likewise our 
children three? 
And when at night you're on your knees to say the 
rosary, 
Remember, your loving Dan who's across the Irish Sea.' 

One evehing I was at my work and a knock came to the 
door; 
My heart stood still for I knew the sound some evil to 
me bore, .. ;M^u. >:*. 
And the bitter tidings I heard most mournfully, 
That the cruel bombs had murdered Dan far across the 
Irish Sea. 

" 'v ' 

From the Kail Dallas collection The cruel wars 
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PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

Behind the 
orange mask 
DAVID TRIMBLE with the Reverend Ian Paisley 
Trimble Is a loyal member of the Orange Order which 
was founded in 1795 "as a barrier to revolution and 
compromise" and to uphold Protestant supremacy. 
Every Stormont prime minister from 1921 to the aboli-
tion of Stormont in 1972 has been a member of this 
secret Masonic order. The order's rules state that "no 
Roman Catholic could be admitted on any account" and 
members have to swear they are "not and never have 
been" Catholics and they will uphold "the Protestant 
ascendency". The Orange Order has been responsible 
for dividing workers on religious grounds and organis-
ing brutal pogroms sgainst Catholics who dared to 
demand civil rights. 

UNIONIST REACTIONARY David Trimble was an ac-
tive member of the Fascist-orientated Ulster Clubs led 
by fellow Orangeman William Craig, now deceased. 
Trimble was not opposed to violence by his kind to 
preserve their privileges. He called for "mobilisation and 
a Protestant citizens army" adding "I would personally 
draw the line at terrorism and seditious violence. But if 
we are talking about a campaign that involves demon-
strations and so on, then a certain element of violence 
may be inescapable." Laat July he )oined Ian Paisley on 
the Orange march through Drumcree which was op-
posed by locals who saw it as a sectarian demonstration 
designed to provoke. When the RUC cleared the way he 
and Paisley joined hands and danced in the street. 

"The vote came at the end of a 
iramatic night at Westminster during which Mr. Major 

and Sir Patrick May hew, the Northern Ireland Secretary, 
had strained to win over official Unionists with reassur-
ances about the elections to be held in Northern Ireland 
ahead of all-party talks." (The Times) John Bruton the 
Taoiseach had previously said that an election in North-
ern Ireland would "pour petrol on the flames". 

INSURANCE PREMIUMS _ - following the cease fire the 
insurance industry announced that those responsible 
for insuring public buildings against terrorism need only 
pay 40 per cent of the premium unless the cease fire 
ended and resultant damage exceeded £75 million In 
one year. The Canary Wharf bomb caused damage in 
excess of £150 million. The Bishopsgate bomb in 1993 
cost the city £600 million. It is not known if the tourist 
industry took out cover again cancelled booking8. Over 
3 million US tourists visited Britain last year but the 
numbers are already down. 

•«IJMg|»I»K«rai3a . reporter went into a loyalist' bar 
in Belfast for a quote and got thia gem: "All British 
citizens are British citizens, regardless of which country 
they live in; if the IRA wages war on Britlah citizens, 
loyalists will retaliate." 

Bookshop volunteers wanted 

The Four Provinces bookshop needs more volunteers to re-
lieve die pressure on existing helpers. If you can give half-
a-day a week, morning or afternoon, to help keep the 
bookshop open, contact Gloria Findlay on 0171833 3022. 
Guidance on the various aspects of bookshop work, and 
travel expenses within London, are available. 

LAST WORD 
"Wolf Tone held no foolish hopes of the union of all classes. 
He hated the aristocracy and thoroughly despised the 
propertied class and the merchants. He saw that these 
served only their own interests and looked with affection, 
not upon Ireland, but on die stake they had in the country 
and die business being carried on in Ireland. 

He passed by the members of the Ascendancy Church 
and linked up die oppressed Catholics with the equally op-
pressed Presbyterians. This union created the society of 
United Irishmen. Today the only possible unity that republi-
cans can hope for is a union between themselves and the 
workers whose principles are practically identical with their 

n 
j r | r.- Q James Connolly in the Irish Worker 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

It is only self-determination that can bring peace to Ireland 

Reunification 
and 
democracy? 
WHAT IF dreams finally 

come true? What if 
there are, at long last, 

all-party talks on June 10? 
Everyone has been so eager to 
see them take place that many 
have actually forgotten what 
they are essentially about. The 
heart of the matter is, of course, 
the reunification of Ireland. 

The unravelling of the 
Gordian Knot of Northern Ire-
land, the tying of which lies in 
no other hands than the Eng-
lish government of 1921, can 
only start from whether the 
right of national self-determi-
nation applies to the Irish na-
tion. 

Attempts to argue that Ire-
land was never a united nation 
in the first place are, of course, 
historically myopic. The Irish, 
before the Anglo-Norman con-
quest, were a united nation; 
they were united not only by a 
common language but more 
significantly by a common 
legal system, both civil and 
criminal. There were, indeed, 
provincial kings but there was 
also an overall High King. 
Some have claimed the latter 
was a late eighth-century in-
vention, history contradicts 
this and whether petty kings 
rebelled against the High King 
or not, the fact remains that 
such a position existed, and 
existed long before the petty 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were 
conquered by the Wessex 
kings and forced into a united 
English state. 

The Treaty of Windsor of 
1175, was made between the 
Angevin Emperor, Henry II, 
and the High King of Ireland. 
From then on, all legislation, 
domestic and foreign, speaks 
of Ireland as one kingdom and 
one nation. The famous 1317 
Remonstrances of the Irish 
Princes to Pope John XXII 
underlines the concept that Ire-
land was always considered a 
single national unit by her 
people. 

So until the 'Articles of 
agreement for a treaty between 
Great Britain and Ireland' ot 
December 6,1921, Ireland was 
clearly one nation. 

The recent exhortations of 
the Westminster government 
and of unionist politicians, for 
Irish nationalists to 'embrace 
democracy', is, to repeat a 

• Britain has never respected Irish democracy 

phrase of John Major, 'a sick 
joke'. 

When the franchise to vote 
at elections was given to a suf-
ficiently representative section 
of the population of Ireland as 
to make any 'democratic' 
sense, in the late 19th century, 
the Irish people expressed 
their democratic will to na-
tional self-determination. It 
was not Ireland who then ig-
nored the democratic process 
but England. 

Let us be specific. When the 
so-called 'constitutional path' 
(whose constitution?) was op-
ened to Ireland, after centuries 
of conquest and repression, an 
Irish Party was formed to 
achieve self-government. 
From 1870 until 1918 this party 
held four-fifths of all Irish seats 
out of the hundred or so al-
lotted them at Westminster. 
Although 28 proposals for an 
Irish parliament were made in 
the first few years alone of the 
Irish Party taking their seats 
the majority of English MPs 
could always 'democratically' 
outvote the will of the Irish 
people. 

This had, of course, been 
foreseen when the 1801 Union 
of the British and Irish Parlia-
ments was forced through. As 
Under Secretary Edward 
Cooke smugly wrote to Prime 
Minister William Pitt in 1799: 

'By giving the Irish a hun-
dred members man Assembly 
of 650 they will be impotent to 

operate upon that Assembly, 
but it will be invested with 
Irish assent to its authority.' 

In spite of the 1910 general 
election returning 84 members 
of the Irish Party to the 105 
seats, plans for self-govern-
ment were delayed and finally 
'shelved'. The unionists held 
only 18 seats at that election. 
Frustration at Westminster's 
'numbers game' led to the 1916 
uprising. 

In 1918 a general election 
was called. Ireland was still 
one nation, one people. Sinn 
F£in, standing on a manifesto 
promise to issue a unilateral 
declaration of independence, 
won 73 out of the 105 seats; the 
old Irish Party won six and the 
unionists held 26, several of 
them won on narrow margins 
because of the split vote be-
tween the Irish Party and Sinn 
F&n. 

Westminster's answer to 
this democratic mandate was 
an attempt to arrest all demo-
cratically elected republican 
representatives and troops 
were sent into Ireland. 

THE RESPONSE to Eng-
land's refusal to 'embrace 
democracy' was an inevit-

able war of independence to 
assert the democratic will of 
the Irish nation. 

The historical province of 
Ulster, a province of nine coun-

ties, had clearly voted for self-
determination. In the 1918 
general election, five of the 
counties had voted over-
whelmingly for the estab-
lishment of an independent 
Irish state in support of Sinn 
F£in. Only four counties of Ul-
ster had unionist majorities, 
two of them rather slight ma-
jorities at that. 

Scrapping an initial plan to 
partition all Ulster (because it 
would create a republican ma-
jority), a plan was put forward 
to separate the four Unionist 
counties. But as these were not 
an economic unit it was 
changed to allow for the arbi-
trary annexation of two repub-
lican counties, Tyrone and 
Fermanagh, to a partitioned 
unit, ensuring, through secta-
rian measures, a permanent 
Unionist majority. 

Westminster's 'democratic 
decision' was enforced at the 
point of the her military's bay-
onets. Democracy, therefore, 
was not even applied in an Ul-
ster context by Westminster. 

Continuing to ignore the 
democratic will of the Irish na-
tion, Westminster hoped the 
January 1920 municipal elec-
tions would dislodge support 
for Sinn F&n. But, out of 127 
town and city councils, Sinn 
F£in won 72 while a coalition 
of Sinn F£in and the Irish Party 
took a. further 26. 

IGNORINGTHISdemocratic 
restatement, Westminster 
looked to the June, 1920, elec-

tions for county and rural dis-
trict councils. Here, Sinn Fein 
won 28 out of the 32 county 
councils, 186 out of 206 rural 
district councils, and 138 of the 
154 boards of guardians. 

Not bad results considering 
the English military were con-
trolling Ireland with an iron 
fist, being engaged in one of 
the most repressive military 
campaigns on record. 

England then forced 
through a general election for 
Ireland in May, 1921. There 
was no general election in 
Great Britain showing that 
Westminster had finally 
ceased its claims that Ireland 
was an integral part of the 
United Kingdom. Before the 
election, Ireland was forcibly 
partitioned. Parliaments in 
Dublin and Belfast were sim-
ply declared to exist. At no 
time did any member of the 
Irish electorate vote for parti-
tion. It was announced by 
Westminster as a fait accompli. 

Sinn F£in declared they 
would view it as an all-Ireland 
election and won 130 seats out 
of 180; the Irish Party won 6 
and the unionists 44. But, so 
much for the democratic will of 
the Irish nation. 

Ireland was forcibly parti-
tioned by Westminster against 
the clear democratically ex-
pressed will of the vast ma-
jority of the Irish nation. 

After the treaty negotiation-
s and the problems that arose 
from it, a 32-county Irish Free 
State came into being on De-
cember 6, 1922. Twenty-four 
hours later, unionist repre-
sentatives meeting in Belfast 
sent a petition to King George 
V of England requesting that 
six counties of North-East Ul-
ster be allowed to opt out of the 
Free State in accordance with 
the provision of Article 12 of 

the Treaty. George V granted 
the petition...of course! 

The counties of Fermanagh 
and Tyrone, in spite of their 
vast nationalist majorities, 
were to be forced into the new 
Six-County statelet and the last 
minute declarations of the 
democratically elected repre-
sentatives of those councils, 
pledging their allegiance to die 
Dublin government, were ig-
nored. 

The unionists made the 
Boundary Commission, 
agreed by Westminster to sort 
out some of the more bizarre 
anomalies of the border. West-
minster, with the collusion of 
the Free State, finally abolished 
the Commission in 1925. The 
nationalist communities of 
Northeast Ulster felt deserted 
and betrayed. 

The unionist parliament in 
Belfast voted themselves 
power to dissolve all dissident 
authorities. Tyrone and Fer-
managh county councils, and 
other elected nationalist bodies 
throughout the Six Counties, 
were swiftly crushed, repre-
sentatives arrested and im-
prisoned. 

The next step was to drive 
nationalists, identified as Cath-
olics, out of the six country 
area. The Manchester Guardian 
reported the 'eviction from 
their homes by Orange mobs, 
led by Specials, of thousands of 
defenceless Catholics'. The 
Guardian commented: 'On 
these unfortunate beings the 
fury of Orange Specials and 
Orange mobs...falls daily and 
nightly. These people have 
committed no offence unless it 
be an offence to be born a Cath-
olic...In these operations the 
Specials provide the petrol, 
fire-arms and immunity from 
prosecution.' 

In 1922 the unionists 
abolished proportional repre-
sentation in local government 

While 
Westminster 
politicians 
bleat about 
democracy, 

let them 
remember 

. * 

that they 
have always 

denied 
democracy 
to the Irish 

nation 
ai d started redrawing electo-
ral boundaries to minimise the 
power of the nationalist voters. 
For example, on Enniskillen 
Rural District Council 9,817 
Catholics could elect nine 
members while 9,097 Protes-
tants could elect 17 members. 
Deny City, in 1970, with 20,000 
Catholics could still only elect 
eight councillors while 10,000 
Protestants could return 12. 

The evidence for discrimi-
nation was overwhelming. 
The Cameron Commission, set 

up to inquire into the causes of 
the Northern Ireland civil 
rights movement, in 1969, re-
vealed the extent of how 
unionists used naked power to 
retain their positions, to ap-
point only favoured Protestant 
or unionist supporters in pub-
lic appointments,and manipu-
late housing allocations for 
political and sectarian ends. 
Until the early 1970s only 
members of the Orange Order 
could apply fat jobs in govern-
ment. 

Unionists continued to re-
strict the voting franchise. Aj, 
quarter of the electorate, the 
vast majority Catholic, were 
disenfranchised. Whereas in 
1945 in Great Britain, universal 
suffrage for local elections was 
brought in, the Unionist Parlia-
ment passed a law not only re-
taining the restricted franchise 
but extending it. 

In April, 1922, unionists 
had passed the Civil Auth-
orities (Special Powers) Act, 
giving limitless repressive 
powers to the Northern Ire-
land Minister for Home Af-
fairs, the police and B Specials. 
Even Adolf Hitler and later 
Hendrik Verwoerd admired it. 
The Special Powers Act was 
made permanent in 1933 and 
remained on the statute book 
until 1972 — all the while the 
United Kingdom claimed to be 
a supporter of human-rights 
declarations whose very provi-
sions were contradicted by 
these laws. After the repeal of 
the Special Powers Act, its pro-
visions were immediately re-
placed by the Northern Ireland 
(Emergency Powers) Act, 1973, 
and reinforced in 1974 by the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. 

The unionists were sup-
ported in power from 1921-
1970 by a heavily armed part-
time Protestant militia of 
12,000, plus an equally heavily 
armed police force of 3,000 
full-time and an equal number 
of reservists. When these force-
s were over-stretched by na-
tionalist agitation, they could 
rely on regular .British army 
troops for support. 

As Sir James Craig (Lord 
Craigavtm) the first Prime 
Minister of Northern Ireland 
stated in April, 1934: 'All I 
boast is that we have a Protes-
tant parliament and a Protes-
tant state.' 

While Westminster politi-
cians are bleating about 
democracy, let them remem-
ber that they have always de-
nied democracy to the Irish 
nation. 

Specifically, they have, by 
force of arms and force of arms 
alone, divided a country, de-
nying one third of die popula-
tion in the partitioned area 
under their tutelage, any hope 
of fulfilling their once demo-
cratically expressed will. Eng-
land's politicians created, in 
1921, tne problem that now 
confronts us. They appear to be 
denying their responsibility 
and blaming it all on the Irish. 
Only if their attitudes change 
will any real hope of peace and 
progress come out of die talks 
that, hopefully, will soon be 
started. 

The right of Irish national 
self-determination, demo-
cratically endorsed by the ex-
pression of the entire Irish 
nation, alone can bring about 
peace and the commencement 
of a reconciliation among the 
people of these islands. 

— 
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