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significance of the July's ver-
dict 

"The guidelines for the 
use of firearms by die British 
Army states that only force 
that is reasonable in the cir-
cumstances can be used," the 
CAJ said. I t is hard to see 
how the force used in this 
case was reasonable." 

At the inquest, only the 
SAS commander gave 
evidence, from beh ind a 
screen, since not all material 
witnesses are obliged-io tes-

tify before six-county 
coroners, but the CAJ is call-
ing for the prosecution of all 
the soldiers involved. 

Unionist politicians have 
attacked the verdict as 
"astonishing", and have tried 
to claim that it is "perverse" 
f indings like last month's 
(for which read: "any that 
disagree wi th the crown 
case") which make the return 
to jury trial in the North im-
possible. 

• Dissident disposal: p4 

it's still waiting for justice 



E D I T O R I A L 

More talk of 
joint authority 

THERE'S SOMETHING faintly disturbing 

about the pattern of evidence presented 

to Oslo University's Professor Torkel Op-

sahl, the man who's chairing the proceed-

ings of the commission of inquiry 

organised by Initiative '92 (brainchild of Robin 

Wilson, editor of the liberal unionist Fortnight 
magazine and Belfast academic Simon Lee) in its 

attempt to find a "citizens' solution" to the North-

ern Ireland conflict, 

It's not that the evidence hasn't been interest-

ing. The former head of the Northern Ireland 

Civil Service, Sir Kenneth Bloomfield, has al-

ready testified. DrTK Whitaker, who headed the 

Republic's Finance Department in the 1960s, has 

taken the stand. Sinn Fein have made their views 

clear on how to resolve the conlfict. Two-

nationist Paul Bew and his Cadogan group of in-

tellectuals have tried to confuse things by 

comparing Yugoslavia in 1991 (a disintegrating 

former socialist state a few decades old, ad-

ministered on strongly federal lines) with Ireland 

in 1921 (an English colony governed as a single 

unit for centuries) in a vain attempt to prove the 

"inevitability" of partition. 

It's not that there haven't been moments of 

comic relief: witness the McGimpsey brothers' 

double act, in which they tied themselves up in 

knots trying'to define what it meant to be 

"British" in Northern Ireland. To some it was 

reading British newspapers and watching British 

television, they said — both of which are equally 

available in the South — while to others it meant 

admiration for the British monarchy. They 

weren't able to tell the commisisoners how the 

moral conservatives of Protestant monarchism 

have taken the succession of scandals, separa-

tions and divorces that made up Her Majesty's 

annus Itorribilis, let alone the revelation that their 

future king fantasises about becoming a tampon. 

But what is really alarming is just how many 

witnesses have talked the language ofijomt 

authority (a governmental tier above Stormont 

and Dubl in) , the discourse of the current British 

direct rule team which appears to have become es-

tablishment "common sense" on the North. 

But an unelected executive would have no 

deinociatic legitimacy. It would create a new 

layer of distant bureaucracy at a moment when 

peoples throughout Europe are demanding the 

decision-making process be brought closer to 

home. And it would leave in place the very struc-

tures which remain at the root of the problem: par-

tition. 

No, joint authority won't do. But i t 's clear how 

much support the scheme has attracted already. If 

nothing else, the Opsahl Commission has 

demonstrated that. What's needed now is some 

way of fashioning an alternative "common sense" 

on the Irish crisis which could be taken up 

throughout the democratic movement, and not 

just in Britain, but in Ireland, throughout Europe 

and across the United States. It's time to take on 

the proponents of joint authority with the argu-

ments for a democratic solution. 
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HEADLINES 

Bertie bows to pressure 
for devaluation of the punt 
FINANCE 

Democrat reporters 

DUBLIN Finance Minister 

Bertie Ahem f ina l ly 

bowed to the inevitable 

last month when he agreed the 

10 per cent devaluation of the 

punt, the biggest in the 13-year 

history of the European Ex-

change Rate Mechanism. 

But it might not spell the 

end of the story, since 10 per 

cent may not prove to be a big 

enough realignment to bring 

the price of Irish-made goods 

into a reasonable relation with 

those in countries that 

devalued much earlier. 

And remaining within the 

ERM — the mechanism the 

Maastricht Treaty laid down as 

a precursor to full economic 

and monetary union — may 

cause Dublin even more grief, 

since the Spanish government 

has devalued twice without 

being able to lower interest 

rates because its determination 

to retain a fixed relation with 

the other EMS currencies for 

the sake of "Europeanist" 

aspirations has been punished 

by the currency markets, 

which do not believe the 

T He's not smiling now 

government in Madrid has 

devalued enough. 

As U-turns go, devaluation 

was a massive reversal of 

Dublin government policy. 

On ly days before the 

decision was finally made, the 

Department of Finance 

released an official document 

arguing that thedisadvantages 

of deva lua t ion "far out-

weighed" the "short-term ad-

vantages". 

They also claimed the na-

tional debt would increase by 

£100 million for each percent-

age point by which" the punt 

dropped—a red herring, since 

devaluation only appears to 

raise the cost of the national 

debt by expressing it in terms 

of new devalued Irish punts, 

whereas the amount of money 

I re land owes to foreign 

countries remains exactly the 

same. 

Several trade union leaders 

had added their voices to the 

anti-devaluation lobby, with 

SIPTU joint presidents Billy 

Attley and Edmund Browne 

issuing a joint statement 

rebuking proponents of the 

policy — a rich irony consider-

ing the government line had 

cost thousands of jobs at the 

expense of lower inflation. 

The SIPTU statement was 

condemned by Fine Gael 

employment spokesperson 

Richard Bruton TD as "crude 

monetar i sm" . He said the 

union leadens were backing a 

policy "which could hardly be 

described as defending the 

rights of workers and certainly 

does no th i ng for the un-

employed." 

The Na t iona l Platform, 

which opposed ratification of 

the Maastricht Treaty last year, 

take over 

CORK 
Jim Savage 

WITH Cork Corporation 

now £20 million in the 

red, everyone expects it 

is only a matter of time before 

the new government appoints 

a Dublin official to take over 

the financial affairs of the city 

council. 

The auditor said last month 

that the authority had not lived 

u p to its 1992 budget and 

hinted that it was not expected 

to in 1993 either. 

And with the publication of 

the latest housing list figures 

revealing the number of 

would-tenants is likely to 

reach an all-time high of 1,600 

later this year, the city council 

last month took the unprece-. 

dented step of declaring Cork 

a housing crisis zone. 

Figures presented to the last 

corporation meeting showed 

thatthewaitinglist lengthened 

by 153 in Q e o n d s t , bringing j 

the total number of eligible ap-

plicants tol,234. 

Reports are a lready 

awaited for almost 600 other 

applicants and experienced 

council officials believe this 

could bring the total to close on 

2,000 during this year. 

With demand outstripping 

the corporation's resources, 

and many thousands living in 

shelters, hostels or on the 

streets, desperate councillors 

h ad no alternat ive bu t to 

crisis zone. 

At the lower end of the 

private rented market, tenants 

endure sub-standard housing, 

lack security and are under 

constant risk of eviction. 

Many corporation tenants 

are very badly off, A housing 

department survey revealed 

that only 18 pet cent of familie? 

can depend on-earned income, 

And that the number of 

households with at least one 

of tenants are unemployed, 

pensioners, disabled or on so-

cial welfare benefit. 

A previous survey three 

years earlier showed that be-

tween 25 and 30 per cent of 

families could rely on some 

form of earnings, so the situa-

tion has worsened consider-

ably. 

Corporation tenants are the 

worst hit by unemployment, 

wh ich accounts for the 

£600,000 arrears due to the 

council: ̂  

" three years ago, the ratio of 

unemp loyed to employed 

tenants was 60 per cent to 40 

per cent. The unemployed fig-

ure is now heading towards 90 

percent. 

With29,751 jobless in Cork, 

poverty is rampant in the city, 

yet successive governments 

have consistently failed to 

come up with real solutions to 

despite its admitted conse-

of rising criarteand so-

last month demanded the 

government float the punt. 

"By floating the currency, 

letting the markets rather than 

political factors determine the 

exchange rate, Minister Ahern 

would with one bound be 

free," the National Platform 

explained. ;• J 

"We would still be in good 

European company — with 

the Italians, the British, the 

Swedes, the Norwegians and 

the Finns," the campa ign 

pointed out. 

"The currency exchange 

rate should be a policy 

residual, not the main deter-

minant of policy," they ar-

gued. 

"By letting, the markets 

decide a floating currency's 

value up or down, priority can 

be given to max im is ing 

employment output and in-

comes." 

The National Platform said 

that some trade union leaders 

had opposed deva lua t i on 

main ly because they were 

committed to the ERM as a 

bridge to EMU. Public sendee 

trade union leaders catered for 

workers who benefitted as 

consumers from an over-

valued punt, they explained. 

UVF kills 

ym i 

plumber 
SECTARi N ! r 

[E Ulster Volunteer Force 

last month killed young 

Catholic plumber Martin 

McNamee with a device which 

exploded behind the door of a 

house he was working on irt 

Kildress, near Cookstown, Co 

Tyrone. " 

The outlawed paramilitaiy 

group admitted responsibility 

for the killing, but said last 

month that McNamee was not 

the intended target The house 

he had been working on was 

owned by a man currently on 

bail for minor paramilitary of-

fences, according to local sour-

ces. 

It was the first time in nine 

years that loyalists had used 

explosives to kill their victim. 

Earlier last month, loyalist 

paramilitaries killed a young 

Catholic woman visiting her 

boyfriendon the predominant-

l y Protestant Shore Road in 

north Belfast. 

Sharon McKenna was 

gunned down in the early eve-

ning when two men shot her 

inside thehouse at pamfMaiik 

ranee after exchanging a few 

They escaped in a 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T T ? b r a i r y i 9 0 0 
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Parade Committee last month, 

after die New Yoik Commis-

sion of Human . „ 

October that the 

m 

But the new committee's 
. » - v • • • 1 !£>!•• • 111! '•HI HI 

to translorm tne paraae 

ligious celebration to 

open forum for political ex-

pression are almost certain to 

come to nothing if the A O H 

MMM 

;M!TED STATES 
I P -

ORGANISATION of New 

•York's St Patrick's Day 

'Parade , the biggest 

celebration of Irishness 

anywhere in the world, has 

been handed over to a new 

secular committee this year 

after the march's traditional 

backers, the Ancient Order of 

Hibernians, havespentthelast 

two years trying to justify their 

exclusion of the Irish Lesbian 

and Gay Organisation. 

Police Commiss ioner 

Raymond Kelly awarded the 

permit to the St Patrick's Day 

The bitter over 

Irish march up Fifth Avenue 

have split the New York Irish-

American community for the 

pasttwo years. t 

' Mayor David Dinkins was 

showered wi th drink cans 

when he broke tradition in 

1991 and dropped from the 

head of the parade to the sec-

tion where ILGO was march-

ing at the invitation of a rebel 

A O H chapter. 

Excluded again last year, 

ILGO staged, a protest march 

dm: parade route o n e 

a 300-strong 

police escort. 

The AOHhave been backed 

all the way along tne line by tne 

city's cardinal, John O'Connor. 

He editorialised in his weekly 

newspaper Catholic flea York. 
"Homosexua l act ivi ty is 

d iametr ica l ly opposed to 

: Church-teaching. A group that 

Joyous ly procla ims its-

homosexuality is not welcome 

inthis celebration and, indeed, 

has no place in it." 

But the A O H ' s mos t 

surpr is ing backer is the 

Amer ican C iv i l Libert ies 

Union. They say that city offi-

neutrality over citizens' free 

expression by deny i ng a 

parade permit to any organisa-

tion, however politically incor-

rect their views m igh t be 

believed to be. 

The A O H has been organis-

ing the parade since 1843. 

1993 APPEAL 

Onto the 
first £1,000! 
THE Connol ly Association, 

continues tp survive and ex-

pand solely due to the financial 

support we have come to rely 

on from our own members and 

friends. If you haven't taken 

out a monthly standing order, 

then please th ink about doing 

so. Members should have 

received a form from the office. 

And'if you took out a standing 

order a few years back, have 

youconsidered increasing it in 

lirie with inflation? 

Meanwhile, thanks to: F 

Ladkin£3, D Fletcher £5, J Mc-

Grath£5, D Holmes £1, K Hal-

dane £5; FHO £10, Anon £5, P 

Turnbull £5, M Murphy £5, 

Banker's orders £134. The fol-

lowing all gave in memory of 

Paddy Bond: M Barry £40, T 

Finn £10, J Duggan £32, M Mc-

Ginn? £10, S McKeever £10. 

JANUARY TOTAL: £280 

DIARY DATES 

Liverpool" 
lectures 
SUNDAY 21 February: Roots of 
Irish Nationalism, Dr John Mc-

Gurk, Institute of Irish Studies 

SUNDAY T March: Fight fa-
irish Independence 1916-1923, 
Anthony Coughlan , Trinity 

College, Dublin 

SUNDAY 21 March: The Bold 
Fenian Men, Bernard Morgan, 

local Irish historian 

SUNDAY 4 Apri l : The Bold 
Robert Emmet, Peter Berresford 

Ellis, writer on Irish affairs 

. All lectures start at 6pm at 

the Ir ish Centre, Moun t 

Pleasant, Liverpool. 

- i w i s i i s i i p i i i p w * ^ 

UNIONS 

Democrat reporter 
E British government 

presents itself to the world 

as a sh in ing l igh t of 

democracy, but human rights 

workers have a completely dif-

ferent perspective, Michael 

Ritchie told the first public 

seminar organised by the 

NALGO-sponsored Trade 

Union Network on Ireland in 

Glasgow last month. 

Speaking on behalf on the 

Belfast-based Committee on 

die Administration of Justice, 

he told the 60-plus delegates 

that government officials ap-

peared unconscious of how 

civil liberties, abuses affected 

people's daily lives. 

. People in the North.wanted 

to appea l to internat ional 

human rights bodies over the 

heads of the local administra-

tion because they had such lit-

tle confidence in it, he said. 

He detailed how the CAJ 

had achieved some notable 

successes on the international 

stage, not least in reducing 

complaints of ill-treatment of 

detainees in Castlereagh by 

testifying before the United 

Nations Committee Against 

Torture 15 months ago (Irish 
Democrat November 91). 

But he warned that it was 

by no means clearthat interna-

t ional law w o u l d prov ide 

redress for all the human rights 

problems suffered by North-

Scottish C iv i l Liberties 

Council chair Alan Miller said 

that thousands of people who 

sought to travel freely between 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 

were vu lnerab le to being 

stopped and searched at Stran-

raer or Glasgow airport under 

the Prevention of Terrorism 

Act. 

There was no historical 

evidence that there was any 

need for the draconian legisla-

; tion to have been extended to 

Scotland, he argued. 

D a v i d Mi l ler , Glasgow 

Media Group, said that police 

and army in the Six Counties 

regularly lied about killings of 

. unarmed republicans and non-

political civilians. Journalists 

relied heavily on these official 

sources, he sa id 

I n t im i d a t i o n of broad-

casters was widespread. "The 

major casualty of the franchis-

ing of independent television 

was Thames Television," he 

said. "There can be little doubt 

that the loss of their licence is 

in some way connected with 

the Death on the Rock 
programme [about the Gibral-

tar killings]." 

Journalist Sarah Nelson, 

who covered the conflict from 

Belfast in the 1970s, said she 

was "concerned about what 

the way it has been reported 

has done to fellow British 

people". 

R'oz Foley told a workshop 

on stripsearching — there 

were two others on the PTA 

that the search is the secondary 

pi even non-existent element 

of the practice. Stripsearching 

was about power, she argued. 

Dur ing the violent mass 

stripsearch in Maghaberry jail 

two years ago in February 

1991, some of the 21 women 

Stripped had b « n forcibly 

held down-by male warders. 

"I would argue that what 

happened was in-

stitutionalised sexual assault 

which violates every human 

rights convention," she said. 

Miscarriage, of justice vic-

tiim Paddy H i l l openly ad-

mitted to the damage 17 years 

in jailfot the Birmingham pub 

bombings had dane to him' in 

an hour-long account of his 

story that held the audience 

completely gripped. 

"The hard th ing abou t 

prison for an innocent man is 

that every day you're inside 

something dies inside of you," 

he said. 

"There wasn't one day in 

jail that I didn't shed tears for 

wha t ! was losing," he said. 

Hesaid that when he came 

out, he was unable to feel any-

th ing for his chi ldren or 

grandchildren, or his ex-wife. 

He felt only for his mother. 

Last month's seminar, co-

sporisored by SCCL and the 

Scottish TUC, is expected to be 

followed by another on the 

I re land , c / o N A L G O , 1 

Mab ledon Place, L o n d o n 

'European 
Monetary 
Union 
seems 
rockier 

month' 

WORLD COMMENT 
BY P OLlrT I C U S~ 

The Maastricht 
slump machine 

|HE DANISH "opt-outs" agreed at the Edin-

burgh "9ummit", inadespeniteeffort to keep 

tftg MawUfcht Euw-ahow on'the road, are a 

fudge. Theagreement to permitlhem has the 

status of a treaty in international law, but is 

not*treaty in European law. By such devices do 

lawyers andpoHKeians try to trick the public. 

The^'opfroutS-" will therefore not be binding on the 

European Court; which is the body that interprets EC 

treaties. They will thus not affect a jot or tittle of the 

Maastricht Treaty and when the Danish people have 

their referenduurin April or May they will be voting 

on exactly the same text as they rejected last June. 

Meanwhile die project for EC Monetary and 

Economic Union seems to be getting rockier with 

every month that passes. In March the people of 

Francewill have a general 

election. They are expected 

to throw out the discredited 

Socialists by the scruff of 

their necks. The Gaullists 

and Giscard d'Estaing's con-

servatives are expected to 

dominate overwhelmingly 

the new French National As-

sembly. While-Mitterrand 

wi l l stay on as President he 

wi l l have to coexist with a 

government and assembly 

much less Europhiliac than 

the present one. 

Chirac and Giscard d'-

Est'aing support Maastricht, 

but the Gaullists include 

men like Seguin and Fasqua who led the French No to 

Maastricht referendum campaign last September, 

which came within 2 percent of rejecting the treaty. 

Also the new French government is likely to be much 

less supportive of the strong franc policy in the Ex-

change Rate Mechanism than Mitterrand's "socialists." 

The "strong franc" policy arises from Mitterrand's 

relation with Germany's Helmut Kohl. The political 

essence of the Maastricht deal is Germany's agree-

ment to abolish the D-Mark and let France have a say 

in running the subsequent Euro-currency, in exchange 

for France giving Germany access to nuclear weapons 

under the guise of common European "defence." 

The French are therefore trying to keep the franc 

strong for political reasons, as a step towards an EC 

Monetaiy Union. The drawback is that French in-

dustry, l ike Ireland's, is being screwed by high inter-

est rates in order to maintain an overvalued currency 

and a consequent crisis in the property market 

threatens some banks with a default. 

The currency markets know that the French wil l 

not devalue the franc before the March elections. For 

that would be the final blow to the socialists' 

credibility. They know too that there isa-good chance 

the new French government wi l l not continue with the 

strong franc policy. So a French devaluation could 

well happen in March or soon after. That is why the 

franc is now under pressure in the ERM. 

Theunderlying fact is that the single currency 

project embodied in the Maastricht Treaty is losing its 

support among the political classes in both France and 

Germany. The pain imposed as it clamps deflation 

across Western Europe as economies strain under high 

German-based interest rates, is becoming unbearable. 

Mitterrand's idea of "controlling" Germany by means 

of a single European currency seem more unrealistic 

with each passing month. The more countries throw 

off the shackles of the ERM and either devalue or float 

their currencies, the more the great EC currency 

project is reduced to a small D-Mark club of Germany 

and Benelux. 

Down the road one sees re-emerging the natural 

geo-political reaction to an over-strong Germany 

among her neighbours: France moving apart from Ger-

many and closer to Britain in a revival of the entente 

cordiale; Russia allied with France and Britain as in 

World Ware 1 and 2; and Charles de Gaulle's Europe 

of the Nations coming into i t sown against reactionary 

supranational Eurofederalism. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

LETTERS 

Debating the 
facts of life 
NATIONALITY is one of the facts of life. So is the class 
struggle between workers and capitalists. Attempts to 
comment on either are necessarily incomplete without 
the other. 

But in practical politics, one's viewpoint inevitably 
focuses on the matter in hand, as people fight one battle 
or another — a general election, a pay strike or a 
struggle for national liberation. Yet in the field of Ideol-
ogy, it is dangerous to overstress this practical focus. 
One might say that the battle of ideas should be con-
sciously used to restore the balance between all con-
tending facets of a situation, rather than to justify their 
separation. 

Sadly, Tony Coughlan neglects to do this in his 
Keywords column (Irish Democrat, January 93). This is 
clearly an article about ideology, yet it contains not one 
reference either to the class struggle or imperialism. I 
am certain he is misrepresenting his own under-
standing here, having heard him speak eloquently on 
the intertwining of the class and national struggle in the 
case of Ireland. 

His article unsettles me in other ways. National and 
nation state are far from identical — Britain and the 
former Yugoslavia, for example — yet there is an as-
sumption of their tendency towards similarity. The ar-
guments then drifts from self-determination via 
national democracy to democracy abstracted from the 
class struggle. What about the vital issue of capitalist 
or socialist democracy? What about the forms of 
government appropriate to nationalities within the 
bosses' or workers' nation state? 

Surprisingly, nationalism is dismissed out of hand at 
the outset. Yet nationalist ideology is a real force which 
arose in concrete historical conditions: the rise of 
capitalism in Europe, in particular during the struggle 
for German and Italian unification. Allied to the big 
battalions of industry, nationalism became a reaction-
ary, even terroristic, force, as in nazi Germany. But 
when used as part of a fight against imperialism — 
Nicaragua, Vietnam — it can obviously have some 
progressive content and role. All this is ignored, dis-
turbingly so, in his article. 

Nationalism is thus a strange beast and can change 
colour with the to and fro of the class struggle. 

The attempt to define nations in the abstract and then 
to apply their definition to the real world was also the 
method used by Stalin in his writings on the national 
and colonial question. It is doubtful whether this ap-
proach was sound. Joe Slovo has made the same point 
in his pamphlet The South African Working Class and 
the National Democratic Revolution. 

Meanwhile capitalist internationalism remains elusive 
as national conflicts break out over the Maastricht 
Treaty. No doubt Tony and I at least agree on thatl 

Peter Latham 
Sheffield S6 
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Lawful ways of disposing 
of unwanted dissidents 
PETER 
MULLIGAN on 
how the police 
and army use the 
law to take on 
their opponents 
in the Six 
Counties 

"More law, less justice." 
Cicero 

"The law in Northern 
Ireland has become little 
more than a propaganda 
(over for the disposal of un-
wanted members of the 
public." 
Brigadier Sir Frank Kitson, 
'Low Intensity Operations' 

& A f HEN a member of the 
y l f RUC or the British army 
W W kills, or should we say 

disposes of, an unwanted 
member of the public, it is 
standard practice in Northern 
Ireland for the information of-
ficer of the section to issue a 
brief information release to the 
press pointing out that no 
statement can be made and no 
conclusions must be drawn 
pending an official inquest. 
The media accordingly ac-
quiesce in the cover-up and the 
case is shelved. 

Likewise, the "security for-

ces" as we will call them, use 
ths courts to intern known dis-
sidents. It is standard practice 
for political opponents of the 
British state in Ireland to be 
remanded in custody, some-
times for up to two years, 
before they are brought to trial. 

It is also common for these 
who have been so held to find 
that just before their trial the 
charges are dropped. 

The political opponent has 
been interned for up to two 
years and a file is now com-
piled on the individual. 

The courts are used, or 
abused, to intern. Thus the 
legal weapons of the state ̂ re 
used to control dissent. The 
"security forces" and that in-
cludes the judiciary, have wit-
tingly or unwittingly complied 
with the Kitson guidelines. 

Certainly the number of 
outstanding "shoot to kill" in-
quests is now becoming em-
barrassing to the British 
government and Whitehall 
civil servants have called for a 
quick clear out. There are 44 
outstanding inquests to be con-
cluded, some of them over 10 
old. 

One of many outstanding 
cases include the 1982 Armagh 
killings when six unarmed 
civilians were gunned down 
by an elite hit squad, later in-
vestigated by former 
Manchester deputy chief con-
stable John Stalker. 

Arrangements are also 
being made to hold inquests 
into death of the eight "IRA 
terrorists" killed in the 
Loughall ambush in 1987 and 
the shooting of a civilian at a 
border checkpoint in the same 
year, when the soldier claimed 

his weapon went off by mis-
take. 

Also the killing by the SAS 
of three unarmed people at 
Drumnakilly, Co Tyrone, in 
1988. 

These are just some of the 
outstanding cases. We can c;on-
clude that they are being 
cleared to make way for others, 
for example, the killing of three 
men outside the Belfast betting 
shop (they were not armed) in 
1990. 

! In one case where a soldier 
shot an Irish farmer, the case 
was referred by the Attorney 
General to the House of Lords 
for guidance. Lord Diplock 
pronounced: "If he got away, 
[the victim] was likely, sooner 
or later, to participate in acts of 
violence." 

Justified 
In the case of Farrell v Ministry 
of Defence, the late Lord Justice 
Gibson stated in his conclud-
ing remarks: "Shooting may be 
justified as a method of arrest." 

The legal precedent has 
been adhered to ever since. The 
judiciary play their role ac-
cording to Kitson. 

Last month, the inquest into 
the kil l ing of Seamus Mc-
Elwaine by undercover SAS 
soldiers in 1986 was told that 
there was no call for him to 
surrender before the soldiers 
opened fire, and that Mf Mc-
Elwaine was interrogated after 
he had been injured and was 
then shot dead. 

The soldiers involved could 
not be questioned as the Mini-
ster of Defence signed a Public 
Interest Immunity Certificate 

which protects the killers from 
public questioning^ 

The inquest jury concluded, 
quite rightly, that McElwaine 
had been unlawfully killed. 
The case in now in the hands of 
the British Director of Public 
Prosecutions. We await 
developments with interest. 

This month, six soldiers 
from the Parachute Regiment 
are to go on trial for the murder 
of Karen Reilly, 18, and Martin 
Peake, 17, who were killed in 
September 1990. 

One has been charged with 
murder, two with attempted 
murder, and all six with at-
tempting to pervert the course 
of justice and obstructing the 
police investigation. 

So confident were the 
killers they produced a mock 
up of the Astra car in the army 
canteen with the slogan 
"Vauxhall Astra, Built by 
Robots, Driven by Joyriders, 
Stopped by A Coy!" ['A' Com-
pany of the Parachute Regi-
ment]. 

They can feel confident as 
nobody has been charged with 
the murder of the 16 teenagers 
killed in the last two years. The 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
in Northern Ireland has just 
announced that there will be 
no prosecution of the RUC of-
ficers responsible for killing 
teenager Gerard Maginn fol-
lowing a car chase. 

Brigadier Kitson is quite 
correct: in a colony the laws of 
the ruler are used to dispose of 
unwanted dissidents and 
anybody else who gets in the 
way. 

We can legitimately say in 
this case: "First they came for 
the Irish...." / 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

• It's an historic opportunity for him 

never do. 
Its battle for the overvalued 

Irish punt does not say much 
for its economic realism. 
Labour's deputy leader Ruairi 
Quinn has become Minister for 
Enterprise and Employment. 
His experience in the next few 
years is likely to be of not 
enough enterprise and only 
too much unemployment! 

The North, which will be 
Dick Spring's special respon-
sibility as Foreign Minister, 
could be a policy area Labour 
could make its mark in — as 
long as it throws off the legacy 
of its "anti-national" past and 
no longer panders to those 
seeking the abolition of the 
claim to national unity ex-
pressed in Articles Two and 
Three of the Constitution.-

Here the policy initiative 
that is needed is that Britain 
should be urged by Dublin to 
take the next logical step from 
its present stated position of 
being willing to facilate a 
Northern majority wish for 
reunification and Peter 
Brooke's denial that Britain has 
any longer a strategic or 
economic interest in the North. 

Explored 
That would be for Dublin to 
invite London to embark on a 
joint search for Northern 
majority consent to reunifica-
tion, over however long a 
necessary time-span, and to 
keep pushing for such an ap-
proach until London agreed. 

The first thing could be a 
joint exploration of the steps 
that would be needed to get 
majority consent. For Britain to 
embark on such a process 
would be to accept implicitly 
that Irish reunification was a 
desirable end of policy. 

That is what they have for 
decades refused to do. But that 
is what would be entailed in 
the positive search for Irish 
unity by consent that British 
Labour's Kevin McNamara 
has appealed for. 

Irish Labour could work in 
parallel with British Labour to 
advocate just such a joint 
search for majority consent in 
the North. The incoming U S 
Clinton administration might 
well look favourably on such a 
move, in view of Irish-
American expectations. 

If Irish Labour took such a 
course, Fianna Fail could scar-
cely refuse to go along. That 
way Labour and Fianna Fdil 
would be in healthy competi-
tion on a progressive national 
policy. 

That would expand 
Labour's support base while 
bringing nearer the day when 
partition would end. If Labour 
in the new Irish government 
could contribute towards 
those two goals, it would be 
well and truly writing itself 
into the history books. 

JOHN 

MURPHY 

examines the 

meaning of 

internationalism 

Internationalism is 
not the opposite of 
nationalism but its 

complement. Nations 
must first exist before 
one can speak of inter-
nationalists cham-
pioning them. 

Internationalism, 
not nationalism, is 
thus the fundamental 
category. Democrats 

are internationalists as an expression of our com-
mon solidarity as members of the human race. As 
internationalists we stand for the self-determina-
tion of nations, the different national communities 
into which humanity is divided. First proclaimed in 
J789 in the Declaration of the Rights of Man of the 
Trench Revolution, the right to self-determination 
is now a basic principle of international law and 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. 

Democrats and internationalists assert the right 
of those nations that wish it to have their inde-
pendence, sovereignty and a nation state of their 
own. As internationalists we are not called on to 
urge or pressurize people of other nationalities to 
assert their right to self-determination unless they 
want. But we are called on to respect their wishes 
and show solidarity with them if they do so. 

Thus internationalism in England means 
English people standing for Irish unity and inde-
pendence. "England Out of Ireland" is an inter-
nationalist demand, not a nationalist one. And out 
of Scotland and Wales as well, if it comes to that. 
The internationalist duty of English democrats is tc 
press such a course on the English government. 

Nations need nation states to represent them in-
ternationally, to enable them relate to other na-
tions. Political equality and recognition of 
boundaries, relations of neither dominance nor sub-
mission and mutual respect based on clear demarca-
tion lines are the prerequisites of free, friendly 
co-operation. 

Far from the nation state being out of date, con-
temporary history seems to be telling us that 
humanity is still at a relatively early stage of the na-
tion state formation, as the democratic principle of 
the French Revolution, the right of nations to self-
determination, works itself out in history. Fewer 
than a dozen nation states are more than a few cen-
turies old. The number of states in the United Na-
tions has gone from 50 or so in the late 1940s, when 
the UN was founded, to close on 200 today. The 
number of European states has increased from 34 to 
52 in the past four years, although there were hard-
ly any new ones in the previous 40. And more 
European states are still to come — Scotland surely, 
probably Catalonia, the Basque country, Brittany 
and others in time. 

Multinational federations are all 20th century 
creations — the USSR, Yugoslavia, Czechslovakia, 
India, Pakistan, Nigeria, Malaysia. They thus lack 
the stability and legitimacy acquired by centuries 
of tradition. The state boundaries of all of them 
have either dissolved or are in question. Multina-
tional unitary states like Britain, Spain, France and 
most Third World countries are also under strain a: 
the subordinate nations within them seek inde-
pendence and state sovereignty — that is, the right 
to exclusive law-making power for their own na-
tion. The governments of multinational states tend 
to resist the formation of new nation states from 
within their boundaries, for it means they lose 
some of their power and resources. 

While the right to national self-determination is 
widely acknowledged as a democratic principle, a 
major challenge to the international community 
today is to work out political means whereby na-
tions confined within multinational states — the 
Scots, Bretons, Catalans — or divided between 
several states — the Kurds, Somalis, Pathans — can 
secure practical implementation of that right. If that 
is not done then national liberation wars and inter-
national wars will continue to mark the failure to 
resptfct the first principles of internationalism. 
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Champions of 
solidarity 

Last November, an Irish 
electorate desperate at the 20 
per cent unemployment prob-
lem, deeply fearful of the fu-
ture, and fed up with continual 
public scandals, gave Labour's 
Dick Spring, who seemed 
honest and competent on TV, 
the boost that secured his party 
one-fifth of the seats in the 
D4il. Labour is still a long way 
from becoming the Ireland's 
second-largest party, not to 
mind its largest, but that pos-
sibility may now be in the 
political dynamic of the new 
situation. 

1 .unna Fail, by appealing 
hitiorically to such a wide sec-
tion of the Irish working class 
and middle class, is at once the 
largest, while being inherently 
the most "divisible", of 
Ireland's political parties. 

By periodically coalescing 
with Fine Gael, the most con-
servative of the two large par-
ties, and appearing 
"anti-national" as a result. 
Labour's stand has the effect of 
consolidating its working-
class vote for Fianna F3il. A 
coalition between Labour and 
Fianna Fail on the other hand, 
could well do much more 
damage to the bigger party 
than to Labour. 

If Labour plays its cards 
competently and manages not 
to get too closely identified 
with the government's more 
unpopular policies, working-
class Fianna Fail voters may 
well shift to Labour in the next 
election. 

Fianna Fail's middle-class 
and conservative support, 
moreover, are likely to be at-
tracted to Fine Gael and the 
PDs in the opposition. 

There is nothing significant 
differentiating Fme Gael from 
the PDs. They may well amal-
gamate down the line, maybe 
try to give themselves a new 
image through a new name. 
Some wit has already sug-
gested they should call them-
selves the 'Tine Democrats" or 
"Progressive Gaels"! 

So Fianna Fail's support 
base could potentially be 
pulled in different directions in 
the next few years, to the 
benefit of Labour. 

A lot depends on how 
Labour performs in govern-
ment. One should not be op-
timistic on how it will fare on 
economic policy. Ireland's 
soaring unemployment is un-
likely to be much improved by 
the measures set out in the 
Joint Programme. The key to 
tackling Ireland's unemploy-
ment is to shift the burden of 
taxation from labour on to 
capital and land, so as to 
change their relative prices, 
and use the proceeds to sub-
sidise employment. 

But that means disadvan-
taging the owners of capital 
and larger farmers, which a' 
government led by a Fianna 
Fail petfood millionaire will 
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A Dublin 
correspondent 
assesses the 
possibilities of 
Ireland's new 
partnership 
government 

government with a safe 
majority for the next five years. 
Opinion polls show that two-
thirds of Labour voters and 
over half of Fianna Fail voters 
favour the new Dublin coali-
tion. 

The fury of Fine Gael and 
the PDs at being excluded from 
government has been comical 
to see. After the election they 
hadl confidently expected to 
get into office. Now they see 
Albert Reynolds still 
ensconced there, but with 
Spring instead of Dessie O'-
Malley at his side. 

Probably the best aspect of 
the new arrangement is that it 
brings to an end Labour's 45-
year-long love-affair with Fine 
Gael. That fatal day in 1948 
when Norton, Roddy Connol-
ly and Sean MacBride decided 
to coalesce with Fine Gael to 
put De Valera out of office and 
themselves into it, ushered in a 
barren near-half-century in 
Irish politics. -

Marginalised 

A MAY DAY holiday from 
1994 in honour of the first 
100 years of the Irish Con-

gress of Trade Unions, radical 
Michael D Higgins as Minister 
for Arts, Culture and the Gael-
tacht, a commitment not to join 
NATO or the West European 
Union and to hold a referen-
dum before there will be any 
change in Ireland's neutrality 
policy — these are some of the 
things people are happy about 
as Fianna Fail and Labour 
enter on their "partnership" 
government. 

The most far-seeing 
analysts think that Labour 
would have been wiser to have 
stayed out of government al-
together, leaving Reynolds, 
Bruton, O'Malley and Co to 
carry the can for the economic 
mess they have got the country 
into. 

But that would have been to 
expect too much self-restraint 
from Labour's politicians. The 
party's upsurge in theelection, 
when they doubled their DSil 
seats to 32, met the precondi-
tion for entering government 
of even such fervent anti-
coalitionists as Kildare deputy 
Emmet Stagg. 

With Labour left-wingers 
like Stagg and Joan Burton 
among the junior ministers, 
Michael D Higgins in the 
Cabinet and Dick Spring him-
self as Foreign Minister, the 
Labour leader has a united 
party behind him as he enters 

Fine Gael had been in terminal 
decline at the time, but by join-
ing with it in coalition. Labour 
helped revive the party in 
government, enabling Fianna Fail to rally in opposition and 
confirming that party ever 
since in its hold on its mass 
working-class and trade union 
base. 

Labour was marginalised 
in the 1950s as a result. But in 
the 1960s the party stayed aloof 
from coalition, grew rapidly 
for a time and replaced Fine 
Gael as the second largest 
party in the capital. 

But in 1973, Labour leaders 
Brendan Corish and Michael 
O'Leary gave another blood 
transfusion to Fine Gael. They 
put them into office in the '70s 
and '80s, with Garret Fitz-
Gerald as Taoiseach, bringing 
Fine Gael in sight of Fianna 
FAil, and foisting Cruise O-
Brienism on the country. 
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After the fall 
Fall From Grace: The 
Life of Eamonn 
Casey, Joe Broderick, 
Brandon Books, £6.99 
pbk 

THIS IS a responsible, 

non-sensational account 

of a man, a priest, a 

lover, and a true friend 

of the poor, hungry and 

oppressed, who was 

proved to have faults as 

well as exemplary 

human qualities. 

As everyone knows 

because of media 

coverage, Bishop Casey 

was branded a sinner, a 

hypocrite and a cheat. 

Did he not use Church 

money, donated by good 

Catholic families, to pay 

off Annie Murphy, now 

cast aside and neglected, 

stuggling to bring up 

their child, Peter? 

And is it not also true 

that we all had a lovely 

time tut-tutting and read-

ing eagerly every detail 

of the story? The setting, 

it is true, was unique. 

Eamonn was a bishop, 

c">nd maybe they should 

have prayed harder, and 

plunged into cold baths, 

and taken up voga, and 

done anything rather 

than what they did, but 

the strongest human 

emotion - love - got the 

better of them? 

There is no point in at-

tempting a defence of 

Bishop Casey. The real 

crime is that two 

thoroughly decent and 

honest people could not 

openlv express their love 

and live happily ever 

after. 

This excellent biog-

raphy recounts the life of 

Eamonn Casey, from a 

childhood in rural 

Ireland to his sudden 

resignation as Bishop of 

Galway in May 1992. 

The author Joe 

Broderick is a former 

Catholic priest, and he 

describes Casey's work 

for the homeless, his 

founding ofTrocaire, the 

magnificent Irish 

development agency for 

the Third World, and 

how, as Bishop of Kerry 

and then Galway, his 

dedication to the com-

mon people earned him 

wide respect and world-

wide recognition. Deser-

vedly Bishop Casey 

became the most popular 

cleric in modern-day 

Ireland. 

In a short unequivo-

cal statement Casey 

declared: "I acknow-

ledge that Peter Murphy 

is my son and that I have 

grievously wronged 

Peter and his mother, 

Annie Murphy. I have 

also sinned grievously 

against God, His Church 

and clergy and people of 

the dioceses of Galway 

and Kerry." SMcG 

Exit Mulcahy the war criminal, 
enter the revolutionary ieon 

1 Dublin, 1916 

Peter Berresford Ellis 
Portrait of a 
Revolutionary: General 
Richard Mulcahy and the 
founding of the Irish Free 
State, Maryann Gialanella 
Valiulis, Irish Academic 
Press, no price, hbk 

FROM beginning to end, 

this book is no more than 

a starry-eyed paean of 

praise for Richard Mulcahy. 

if Mulcahy is someone you 

find praiseworthy, then this 

is your book; frankly, it is not 

mine. There are few Irishmen 

who bear such a heavy 

responsibility for the deaths 

of so many of their fellow 

countrymen. In this day and 

age, Mulcahy would be 

labelled as a War criminal. 

Right-wing in politics, single-

minded in the brutality of 

pursuing those he deemed 

his enemies, he was a man 

who would have been at 

home in Mussolini's Italy or 

Franco's Spain. 

He has been exonerated 

from his crimes against his 

fellow countrymen simply be 

cause he was on the winning 

side in the civil war. 

Dr Valiulis' biography 

starts off with a curious 

premise. 

'Richard Mulcahy was ar-

chitect of the guerrilla war 

that forced the British to 

grant Dominion status to 

Ireland and the guiding spirit 

behind the civil war that en-

sured the survival of the new 

state.' 

However we view the ex-

travagant claim that Mulcahy 

was 'architect' of the War of 

Independence of 1919-21, 

many will find it unaccep-

table to describe that war as 

one fought to force England 

to grant Dorninion Status to 

Ireland. 

Even the Pro-Treaty lobby 

would acknowledge that the 

War of Independence was 

forced on Ireland and was 

fought to protect the une-

quivocal declaration of the 

Irish electorate of 1918 (rein-

forced by the local elections 

of 1920) for nothing less than 

an independent 32-county 

Irish Republic. 

Coerced 
Ireland was coerced into ac-

cepting Dominion Status and 

Partition against the will of 

the majority by threats of a 

furtherance of the war by 

England. Furthermore, the 

civil war was simply an ex-

tension of the War of Inde-

pendence because a section of 

the Republican Ddil, of 

whom Mulcahy was one, 

responded fearfully to British 

military and political black-

mail. 

One of the great infamies 

of all time was that the Pro-

Treaty forces, using artillery 

borrowed from the English 

troops still in Ireland, opened 

fire on their former 

republican comrades, at the 

behest of the English Govern-

ment, and thus precipitated 

the Civil War which was but 

a further chapter in 

England's bloody colonial 

role in Ireland. 

However, if yve are not to 

throw up our hands in 

despair at every other page, 

we have to ignore Dr 

Valiulis' premise just to get 

through the rest of book. 

Yet it is hard to accept Dr 

Valiulis' view that Mulcahy 

was the Irish revolution! For-

get about Erskine Childers, 

Cathal Brugha, Liam Lynch, 

Liam Mellowes, Rory O'-

Connor or even Michael Col-

lins to mention just a few 

men who played greater roles 

than Mulcahy ever did. Ac-

cording to Dr Valiulis it was 

Mulcahy who 'played a cru-

cial role in setting ethical 

boundaries for the guerrilla 

war, in ensuring that the war 

of independence did not 

degenerate into wanton 

violence, sectarian conflict, or 

personal vengeance.' 

If Mulcahy had some 

'ethics' in fighting the English 

he had certainly lost them 

when it came to fighting his 

fellow countrymen at 

England's behest. Even Dr 

Valiulis is hard pressed to en-

hance Mulcahy's subsequent 

unsavoury reputation as 'the 

butcher' of the civil war, the 

man directly responsible for 

jnore executions of his former 

comrades and friends than 

even the English colonial ad-

ministration had carried out 

in the War of Independence. 

During the War of Inde-

pendence, England had ex-

ecuted only 24 Republicans 

and only after the 

justification' of legal proceed-

ings. Yet in a period of only 

six months, Mulcahy had or-

dered the execution of 77 

Republicans, most of the ex-

ecutions being reprisal execu-

tions of prisoners carried out 

without any pretence of trial, 

a policy today which would 

result in our demanding 

Mulcahy's trial for war 

crimes. In fact, it was Mul-

cahy who personally selected 

the names of the victims, 

several of whom were his 

former colleagues and 

friends. And Mulcahy made 

no effort to disguise his cul-

pability. 

And Mulcahy, as com-

mander in chief of the Pro-

Treaty forces as well as Pro-

Treaty minister of defence, 

was ultimately responsible 

for the numerous atrocities 

carried out by his troops as 

part of a definite policy to in-

timidate the people. 

Mulcahy afterwards 

sought to put the blame on 

the republicans as bearing 

responsibility for the civil 

war, a claim with which his 

biographer piously agrees, ig-

noring the fact that it was 

Mulcahy and his cronies who 

fired the first fatal shots and 

precipitated the conflict. 

Born in Waterford in 1886, 

Mulcahy was one of the Fin-

gal Volunteers, second in 

command to Thomas Ashe. 

He was interned in Frongoch, 

released and by 1918 was 

Chief of Staff of the Irish 

Volunteers. Elected Sinn F&n 

MP for Ckmtarf in 1918, it fell 

to h im to introduce the 

Democratic Programme of 

the first m i l . His words in 

1919 stand as an indictment 

of his later political life. 

come Dr Valiums' here wor-

ship approach to Mulcahy. 

The army mutiny of 1924, 

free in which even a small sec-

tion of its people have not 

freedom.' 

Mulcahy was one of those 

who 'sold ouf the Six Coun-

ties and must therefore 

responsible for the ensuing 

generations of bloodshed in 

North East Ulster. 

Dur ing the civil war, he, 

with such right wing leaders 

as Kevin OHiggins and Eoin 

O"Duffy, went all out to 

smash the republican opposi-

tion by using a brutal policy 

of naked force, reprisal execu-

tions of prisoners and intern-

ment on a scale surpassing 

even that of the English 

colonial administration. 

Mulcahy was ultimately 

responsible for such atrocities 

as the infamous Kerry mur-

ders in 1923. A reading of 

Dorothy Macardle's 

Tragedies of Kerry' makes 

the blood run cold and make 

even the infamous 'Black and 

Tans' look like a Boy Scouts' 

camping party. In one case, 

Irish republican prisoners, 

some wounded, were tied 

around a land mine which 

was then exploded by their 

fellow Irishmen of the army 

commanded by Mulcahy. 

Blamed 
According to Dr Valiulis', 

who attempts to exonerate 

Mulcahy: 'His faith in the 

honour of the army and his 

disdain for the claims of 

Republican propaganda 

probably made it almost im-

possible for him to believe 

that his officers and men 

could d o such things/ Dr 

Valiulis bends over back-

wards to try to put the blame 

few the atrocities, which she 

has to admit were carried out 

by Tree State troops, perhaps 

under the influence of drink', 

on the activities of the 

Republican forces. If the 

republicans had not been 

fighting the war then they 

would not have been 

slaughtered. It is an argu-

ment which singularly fails. 

We are left with 

Mulcahy's nauseous attempts 

to justify the murders and 

cover u p the culpability of his 

troops. 

Let me say two gocK* 

things about the book. it i s 

worth buying such a book 

with the philosophy of 'know 

your enemy' and for the two 

chapters which deal with the 

mutiny in the Irish Army of 

1924 which are particularly 

worth reading, once you oveiv 

• 

torians these days, was an 

edteoftthe civil w a r We 

knew thatthePto-Treaty 

army comprised 

predominantly of soldiers 

who hadbeendischarged 

had fought j 

the War of L 

However, there were several 

C M IRA officers and men 

who hadacceptedthe Treaty 

Following the a i d of the 

civil war, these officers and 

men found themselves being 

weeded out of the new 'Na-

tional Army" by Mulcahy and 

replaced with former British 

Army officers and men. This 

army 'purge' caused the 1924 

mutiny with which Mulcahy, 

true to type, dealt with 

severely. In fact, he was 

forced to resign from office 

by his colleagues, especially 

OHiggins, not out of any 

moral sensibilities but be-

cause O'Higgins wanted his 

job. 

Pursued 
Mulcahy went into the politi-

cal wilderness for a short 

while but continued pursu-

ing his right wing politics 

and eventually returned 

centre stage when he became 

leader of Fine Gael in 1944. 

He persuaded John Costello 

to become Taoiseach in the 

1948 Coalition Government, 

perhaps because he reasoned 

that with his civil war reputa-

tion would not allow most 

Irish people to stomach him 

in that office. He became min-

ister for education. 

Dr Valiulis strains our 

credibility to the limits when 

she says that Mulcahy 'kept 

the threads of the revolution-

ary struggle woven together' 

and that 'Richard Mulcahy -

soldier and statesman - deser-

ves to be recognised as one of 

the foremost patriots of the 

revolutionary era'. 

If he epitomised anything 

it was not, as Dr Valiulis' 

claims, that of the 'revolution-

ary patriot7 struggling for 'a 

free and independent 

Ireland'. He was no revolu-

tionary, no patriot but a 

mean, and spiritually little 

man. 

Had there not been suffi-

cient counter-balance with 

equally power-hungry 

politicians in the Pro-Treaty 

ranks, he might well have be-

come Ireland's Franco. Mul-

cahyi was important in Irish 

history not for the reasons Dr 

Valiulis' claims but only in 

the same way as Mussolini is 

important to Italian history* 
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John Mitchell 
I am a true born Irishman, John Mitchel is my name; 
When first I joined my comrades from Newiy town I came; 
I laboured hard both day and night to free my native land 
For which I was transported unto Van Dieman's Land. 

When first I joined my countrymen it was in forty-two; 
And what did happen after that 111 quickly tell to you; 
I raised the standard of repeal, I gloried in the deed; 
I vowed to heaven I ne'er would rest till Old Ireland would be 
freed. 

Farewell my gallant comrades, it grieves my heart full sore 
To think that 1 must part from you, perhaps for evermore; 
The love I bear my native land, I know no other crime; 
That is the reason I must go into a foreign clime. 

As I lay in strong irons bound, before my trial day 
my loving wife came to my cell, and thus to me did say; 
"Oh, John, my dear, cheer up your heart, undaunted always be, 
for i f s better to die for Erin's rights than live in slavery." 

I was placed on board a convict ship without the least delay; 
For Bermuda's Isle our course was steered: 111 ne'er forget the 
day, 
As I stood upon the deck to take a farewell view 
I shed a tear, but not for fear; my native land, for you. 

Adieu! Adieu! to sweet Belfast, and likewise Dublin too. 
And to my young and tender babes; alas what will they do? 
But {here's one request I ask of you, when your liberty you gain 
Remember John Mitchell far away, though a convict bound in 
chains. 

Three Brave Blacksmiths 
Three brave blacksmiths, down in Co Clare, Wouldn't shoe a grabber's horse, wouldn't shoe his mare; They wouldn't take his money, for his threats they didn't care, They'd rather go unshod themselves than shame the Co Care 
Three brave blacksmiths were marched away to jail, Oh they went, quite content, their spirit's didn't fail; They wouldn't make apologies, they would not offer bail, And so they got their punishment - a week for every nail. 
Three brave blacksmiths coming home once more, Met a crowd of loving friends at the prison door! The people cheered behind them, and music played before, Until each blacksmith stood again upon his cabin floor. 
Three brave blacksmiths heard with grateful pride, From their wives and little ones, how they were supplied. Kept in every comfort by the neighbours far and wide, And in the fullness, of their hearts with joy, they nearly cried. 
Blacksmith, whitesmith, tradesman everywhere, Farmers, labourers, see. your model there; Be you all as ready for the cause to do or dare, As the three brave blacksmith down in Co Clare. 
• T.D. SULLIVAN 

Rathfriland 
THERE'S a spot that I love dearest, 
Sure I think I see its till, 
I f s that little town in County Down, 
Rathfriland on the hill. , 
On its brow is decked with emeralds, 
While flowers around it grow, 
When the sun does shine, it looks so fine, 
All in the golden glow. 

' • • • 

Sure if I were in Rathfriland 
i would count myself at home. 
I f 6 there I'd be contented 
And never more l'd roam. • • • fMktoiii.: f\ 4•'.'ft-% K-W4 

- 'M.: INTEL UTFASI• <IS£2 24;. 

All For The Roses 
I. - -r - -Vt- _ J, ^ . _ 

He's twenty-five, he's sick and tired If s time to try the other side, The B & I to Paradise, To sergeants and their men. 
He's never been to Dun Na Ri, Nor combed the beaches after three, Chips and beer and greenery, Sergeants and their men. 
He signed and took the soldiers crest, A decent man in battle dress, Whenl For sergeants and \ 
Its all for the roses, if s over the sea, Ifs all for the roues, Finglas boys to be. 

' IWiWHtetf* **** He's way ahead, he's second to none, 
With his fabrique national gun, Marching bands with saxon blood, sergeants and their men. 

-They landed with the sinking sun, An invasion by the media run, They covered up and kissed with tongues* Sergeants and their man. 
But the phantom gunner danced the end, Battered human bodies bleed, They butchered us, we butchered them, Sergeants and their men. 

i f f ! 

And its all for the roses, ifs over the sea, 
Ifs all for the roses, Finglas boys to be. 
But the flower of sleep grows on his grave, Forgotten soon the cowards and the brave, But the coldest hate still lives today, For sergeants and their men. 
And its all for the roses, ifs over the sea, If s all for the roses, Finglas boys to be. 
• WALLY PAGE/TOBY BOYLAN 

A Bucket of 

• . 

Let grasses grow and waters flow 
In a free and easy way, 
But give me enough of the rare old stuff, 
Thaf s made near Galway Bay. 
And police men all from Donegal, 
SHgo and Leitrim too, 
We'll give them Hie slip 
and well take a sip 
Of die real old mountain dew. 

There's a neat little still at the foot 
of the lull, 
Where the smoke curb up to the sky, 
By a whiff of the smell you can plainly 
tell, 
That there's poitin boys, dose by. 

For it fills the air with a perfume rare, 
And betwixt both me and you, 
As home we roll, we can drink a bowl, 
Or a bucketful of mountain dew. 

Now learned men as use a pen, 
Have writ the praises high 
Of the rare poitin from Iceland green, 
Distilled from wheat and rye. 
Away with yer pills, It'll core i l l ills, 
Be ye Pagan, Christian or Jew, 
Sotake off your coat and grease your 
tnroat 
With a bucketful of mountain dew. 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

Abolish this Act 
"NOTWITHSTANDING the establishment of the Parlia-
ment of Northern Ireland [now aboMted], or anything 
contained In this Act, the supreme authority of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom shall remain unaf-
fected and undiminished over all persons matters and 
things In Northern Ireland and every part thereof." Sec-
Hon 75, Govsmment of Ireland Act 1920 

I M P E R I A L 

ate melon of 

"[Sir PatrickMayhew] said he hoped the 
~ would look at the two articles with a 

wen to tie a territorial claim 
of the north, which comprised 

in international law and Britain'e 
The Times. This le the British 

embodied in the Constitution of Ireland. 
• - W WMIff • • • ^ h 

"Sir Patrick Mayhew, the North-
said yesterday that the political 

IRA." The QuanMan. This was 10 days after heseidthe 
opposite to The limes (Irish Democrat January 93) 

' 
The British government has an-B L A C K A N D TANS 

FHE INFORMER 

of the Black and Tans in Ireland will not be made 
available to researchers. They claim that they contain 
sensitive material that can affect living persons. The 
Biack and Tana were certainly responsible for many 
atrocities duringSritain's attempt to hold on to 26 of the 
32 counties. 

~ The Independent has reported that a 
the code named 'Michael' who was 

working for the Special Branch la on the run from the 
IRA after revealing on the BBC 'Inside Story Special' 
that he was a double agent. According to the paper, 
security forces in Northern Ireland paid him an es-
timated £150,000 for information on the IRA and to 
cover his resettlement costs out of the country. The 
Independent 

M E D I A T R I A L "He adopted a lifestyle designed to 
cause no suspicions - a round of golf here, shopping 
and DIY about the home.... Mr Canning also hade liking 
for female company although he wae a married men. He 
met and set up home with hie co-defendant." The head-
line was: "Terrorist panicked after priming bomb" The 
Times 

•BiaaiwaMaaiwiid "The insurance industry's first 
shot - asking the government to foot the bill, as in 
Northern Ireland - must be rejected. It would leave the 
taxpayer with an open-ended liability and the IRA with 
a singular victory." The Guardian editorial. NB The 
government has agreed to pay up. 

BRIT iSH MONEY A N D T R O O P S 'The problem with 
the privileged areas occupied by Unionism's apolitical 
middle class is that they are In many respects a fool's 
paradise, maintained by British troops and British 
money. These can only be assumed to continue In-
definitely provided the bloody stalemate also con-
tinues." The Independent 

J G F O R T H E Q U E E N ' 'In south Belfast, some of 
the killings [of Catholics] appear to indicate loyalists 
venting their disapproval of a rising Catholic popula-
tion." David McKlttrick writing In The Independent on 
Sunday. NB The 1991 census figures show that the 
balance la now 41.4 per cent to 54 per cent (4.6 per cent 
othere). Total population is 1,575,282. 

LAST WORD 

"[The Irish Transport and General Workers Union] 
found the worksrs of Ireland on their knees, end has 
striven to ralss them to the erect position of manhood; 
H found them with all the vices of slavery in their souls, 
and It strove to eradicate these vices and replace them 
with some of the virtues of free man; It found them with 
no other weepon of defence than the arts of the liar, i a 

— e— — _laat • • al« • i» »«a.. ..nil • la • j aa» • ̂  ^ 

HCK-spmie ana me toaay, ana n oomomea mem ana 
taught them to abhor these arte and rely proudly on the 
il»f«i«li-- baimm^m aJ m m «mI*I»1 fttliill " 

oerenstve power or comoinouon. 
• JAMES CONNOLLY 

• SAMUEL LOVER 



ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

"The forgotten history of Clement Attlee's Labour government 

n Very few anti-war demonstrators had any idea of Britain's responsibility for the Vietnam 
conflict when they battled it out with police in 1968 in Grosvenor Square 

BACK in the 1960s, 

when I was one of the 

many thousands who 

were protesting at the 

American- Viet-

namese war, I used to make a 

point of tell ing sceptical 

audiences that Britain bore the 

heaviest responsibility for that 

war. The plain historical fact is 

that without British interven-

tion in Vietnam in 1945, there 

would have been no Franco-

Vietnamese war dur ing 

.1946-54 and no American-

Vietnamese war dur ing 

1961-1973. More poignant was 

the fact that the interventionist 

policy was that of Clement 

Attlee's Labour Government. 

In September, 1940, Vichy 

France did a deal which al-

lowed the Japanese empire to 

station some 31,000 troops in 

Vietnam, taking over the 

French colonial rple. By this 

time the Vietnam DtkLap Dong 

Minh Hoi (League fowthe Inde-

pendence of Vietnam) had 

been formed from an alliance 

of nationalist groups vvhich 

elected a leader in Nguven Ai 

Quoc, who adopted the name 

ot Ho Chi Minh. 

The League, called the Viet-

minh, for short, started a guer-

rilla war against the Japanese 

and their Vichv French allies. 

By August, 1445, when the 

Japanese surrendered, the 

Vietminh were in effective con-

trol of all Vietnam. 

Vietnam, however, was 

part of the 'war zone' which 

fell under the control of Lord 

Loui<; Mountbatten who 

desptached Major-General 

Douglas D. Gracey anfi the 

20th British (Indian) Division 

into Vietnam to take control, 

disarm and imprison all 

Japanese forces and col-

laborators and start the tasking 

of repatriating the Japanese 

soldiers. The Japanese were 

under the command of Field 

Marshal Hisaichi Terauchi, 

whose headquarters were in 

Saigon. 

From the outset, Gracey, ac-

ting under Mountbatten's or-

ders, ignored the de facto 
Vie tm inh Government in 

Saigon, whose efforts at open-

ing negot ia t ion were dis-

regarded. In fact, Gracey 

al lowed the Vichy colonial 

troops to remain armed. The 

colons began to assassinate 

Vietnamese officials and con-

duct massacres of Vietminh 

supporters. Even Gracey be-

came appalled, and ordered an 

investigation into the mas-

sacres. But, by then, the French 

colonials had staged a coup 
d'etat in Saigon. They stormed 

the Vietminh Goverrnment's 

headquarters in Sa igon 

Townhall, took all the Govern-

ment members they could find 

as prisoners and systematical-

ly shoot or tortured them. Most 

of them disappeared, never to 

be seen again. 

Defensive 
The Vietminh were pushed 

in to a defensive posi t ion. 

Gracev realised his British (In-

dian) troops were not suffi-

cient to deal with the angry 

V ie tm inh . Negot ia t ions 

opened with the Vietminh on 

October 1 and a cease fire was 

agreed on October 3. This did 

not please the French, whose 

troops immediately broke the 

cease fire. General Jacques-

Leclerc, who had been military 

commander in Brittany, and 

who had brutally smashed the 

Breton national movement 

under the pretence that the 

Bretons were Naz i col-

laborators, arrived in Saigon 

on October 5. The arrival of 

Leclerc, a ruthless militarist, 

showed the Vietnamese which 

way the wind was blowing. 

Leclerc supported the Vichy 

French colonists in Vietnam 

clearly demonstrating that his 

only moral allegiance was to 

the French empire. 

The British expressed 

surprised at the determination 

with which the Vietminh now 

fought for their independence. 

Even using colonial French 

troops, General Gracey could 

not field enough troops to 

squash the Vietnamese. But 

Lord Mountbatten had the per-

fect solut ion, which he 

presented to the newly elected 

Labour Government in Lon-

don. And they approved it. As 

well as the use of Vichy French 

troops, all the Japanese forces 

were released from PoW 

c'amps, rearmed and British of-

ficers were placed in command 

of them. 

By mid-October, after days 

of fierce fighting, the Vietminh 

were pushed out of Saigon. 

Fighting was now raging fier-

cely throughout the country as 

British- officered Japanese 

regiments went on the offen-

sive. 

By November , Lord 

Mou ntbatten arrived in 

Saigon, with Admiral Thierry 

d'Argenlieu, to take the formal 

surrender of Field Marshal 

Terauchi and the Japanese-

Unlike other Japanese sur-

renders, the surrender pf 

Terauchi to Mountbatten was a 

'jolly affair', everyone in dress-

uniforms, out-bowing each 

other and exchanging gifts., 

No one seemed to question 

the international legality I of 

what Britain was doing. But 

the Amer ican General , 

Douglas MacArthur, speakinj 

in Tokyo, remarked: 'If there 

anything that makes my blopd 

boil, it is to see our allies in 

Indo-China, dep loy ing 

Japinese troops to reconquer 

the little people we promised 

to liberate. It is the most ig-

noble kind of betrayal.' Field 

Marshal Terauchi was an old 

antagonist of MacArthur so his 

new found friendship with 

Mountbat ten must have 

rankled. MacArthur was even-

tually dismissed from his com-

mand by President Truman 

over a policy matter. One 

wonders what the General 

would have thought when, a 

generation later, his own 

country began pouring troops 

in to Vietnam to continue that 

reconquest of those people it 

had once promised to liberate. 

What was mystifying to 

those struggling for national 

liberation at this time was this 

policy was being conducted by 

a British Labour Government 

who professed 'socialism' and 

the aim to give independence 

to the members of the empire. 

Attlee, the Prime Minister, 

with Ernest Bevin, Foreign 

Minister, and Jack Lawson, 

Minister for War, seemed to 

have been entirely dominated 

by the advice they were receiv-

ing from Lord Mountbatten on 

the conduct of the intervention 

and the pressure of General de 

Gaulle, whose Government 

was no less reactionary when it 

came to the French empire 

than Marsha l P6tain. De 

Gaulle was determined that 

V ie tnam w o u l d remain a 

French colony. 

Disagreed 
There were many members of 

the LaBour Party who di»: 

agreed wi th their 

Government's policy, but only 

60 Labour Members of Parlia-

ment signed a protest, led by 

Fenner Brockway, Tom 

Driberg and others. Among 

them was the chairman of the 

Labour Party, Professor 

Harold Laski, who also took a 

leading role in the protest, 

writing in Reynolds News: 

'I beg the Labour Govern-

ment to reflect upon the impact 

of their policy upon colonial 

peoples all over the world ... 

the British claim to have been 

engaged in a war for 

democracy and freedom seems 

a hol low mockery all over 

South East Asia.' 

By the end of December, 

1945, the French army had 

recovered enough to send 

fresh troops to its former 

colony and the first British (In-

dian) troops were replaced. 

Saigon Rad i o was handed 

from British control to French 

control. 

There was another immoral 

policy decision made by 

Moun tba t ten . There were 

Japanese serving in Vietnam 

who were wanted for 'war 

crimes'. A list of 400 had been 

drawn u p together with Vichy 

.French collaborators also ac-

cused of crimes. It wa'sdecided 

not to pursii^ them in view of 

the situafiohMourVtbattercfelt 

it would not aid British policy 

if any Japanese officers were 

tried for war crimes in Viet-

nam. Had the 'chain of 

command' from Field Marshal 

Hisaichi Terauchi downwards 

been in terrupted , wrote 

Mountbatten, 'it would be im-

possible to use their forces for 

our own purposes as effectual-

ly as we did'. 

This meant ignor ing , 

among other atrocities per-

petrated on the Vietnamese by 

Imperial Japanese troops, a 

particularly revolt ing mas-

sacre of civilians in Saigon 

designed to prevent Viet-

namese listening to Allied 

radio broadcasts. 

By January 28, 1946, 

General Gracey handed over 

command of all forces in Viet-

nam to the French General 

Leclerc who began to pursue 

the war aga inst the Viet-

namese with ill-concealed zeal 

and enthusiasm. By March, 

Field Marshal Terauchi and 

the Japanese high command 

had left Vietnam. Withiiva few 

months, all Japanese ,troops 

had been replaced with French 

troops. Then the British were 

finally wi thdrawn handing 

over conduct of the war entire-

ly to Leclerc and the French. 

North of the 16th parallel, 

however, the Vietnamese were 

in a strong pos i t ion . The 

French decided to negotiate, 

offering to recognise a Viet-

namese 'Free State' there. 

There is an uncanny parallel to 

the Irish situation. Ho Chi 

M inh had been in London 

during 1920/21 and followed 

and supported the Irish in their 

War of Independence. 

When Terence MacSwiney, 

the Lord Mayor of Cork died 

on the 74th day of his hunger 

strike, the young H o Chi Minh 

had broken down and cried. 'A 

nation which has such citizens 

w i l l never surrender , ' he 

declared. But Ho had then seen 

the Treaty negotiations, civil 

war, partition and the Free 

State. He did not want that 

scenario for Vietnam. 

He quickly realised that a 

'free state' linked to France and 

a partitioned Vietnam, with 

the south still governed direct-

ly by France, was not a 'step-

ping stone' to the Democratic 

Republ ic wh i ch had been 

declared in 1945. Unlike the 

Irish Pro-Treaty faction, the 

Vietminh held firmly together 

and refused the French offer. 

Vietnam suffered the conse-

quences of its refusal to accept 

the French imposed 'solution' 

when the French unleashed 

their bloody colonial war from 

1946-1954, a war which ended 

when the Vietminh soundly 

smashed the French forces at 

Dien Bien Pho. The 56 day bat-

tie between March 13 and May 

7, 1954, saw the French lose 

2,293 dead and 5,134 wounded 

and 10,000 taken prisoner. 

France opened negotiations 

again through the United Na-

tions at Geneva. France 

decided to concede north of the 

17th parallel to the Vietminh. 

In the south, however, they set 

up a puppet ruler named Ngo 

Dinh Diem in Saigon. They 

then announced their 

w i t hd rawa l on the under* 

standing that democratic elec-

tions were to be held north and 

south of the 17th parallel to 

decided what the people really 

wanted. 

Ngo Dinh Diem knew that 

the Vietminh would win any 

democratic election and so he 

refused to hold the promised 

elections. With French support 

he declared the country south 

of the 17th parallel an inde-

pendent republic. The Viet-

minh, now called Vietcong, 

continued the war to over-

throw Diem and his allies, whe 

were now Supplying arms and 

training. The French has learnt 

the old British colonial policy -

why use your own men in a 

war if you can persuadesome-

one else to fight for you? 

Ho Chi Minh had been con-

firmed as head of government 

in the,north. Diem's regimfe 

was not popu lar and only 

foreign intervention and sup-

plies kept h im in power for the 

next few years. 

John Kennedy, during the 

American anti-Commmunist 

hysteria in 1961, unwisely al-

lowed 685 C IA and military 

advisors into Saigon to sup-

port Diem. But Diem was over-

thrown in 1963. A series, of 

unstable governments were 

set up by the CIA, each tum-

bling, until the USA became 

embroiled in a full-scale war 

under Johnson. Nguyen Cao 

Ky was put in office in 1965 

during which year the USA 

lost 7,000 casualties to keep 

him in office. Nearly a million 

US troops were sent to Viet-

nam but failed to conquer the 

people. 

In 1973 the USA finally 

negotiated a withdrawal and 

by 1976, as a natural course, 

the V ie tcong had entered 

Saigon and the country was 

f inal ly reunited and inde-

pendent from foreign domina-

tion. 

It is easy to condemn 

Amer ican involvement; A 

generation has seen films of 

the brutal bombing of the Viet-

namese, the use of chemical 

weapons, the massacres and 

the war crimes. 

But Jhe British must bear 

theg-eater burden ofthempral 

blame, and a British Labour 


