
He only had to lose once: 
Joe Hoherty faces deportation 
from the US after eight years 
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The Derry-hased Forum Two and 
Three group hosts a debate on 
the Irish constitution 

Members of the 'terrorism' 
industry get to work on confusing 
the Irish question 
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IRISH Labour Party leader da, especially In the event of tween representatives of consequences for the He urged the British 
Dick Spring has urged a hung parliament. the Conservative Party and North", and would be used Labour leader to reiterate 
British Labour leader Neil There was Increasing con- some of the leadership of to try to reinforce a unionist the party's unity by consent 
Kinnock to take the Initiative cern In Ireland that "the unionism in the North," he veto over political progress, policy, under which Labour 
on the Northern crisis and troubled issue of progress said. A major statement from Mr is committed to working ac-
Issue a major statement in in the North may become a Emphasising that the talks Kinnock outlining Labour ttvety to secure agreement 
advance of the forthcoming political football in the reflected "the increasing policy would provide "a wel- to reunification among the 
general election. forthcoming election," Mr desperation of the Conser- come contrast to the grubby six-county majority. 

In a letter to Mr Kinnock Spring told his British vative Party and their secret manoeuvring that appears The Spring letter was pub-
written last month, Mr counterpart. conviction that they cannotito be going on to forgea Halted as Northern 
Spring spelt out how British "in particular, many of us win a majority in the next post-election deal between Secretary Peter Brooke 
Labour should act to ensure have been concerned at parliament," Mr Spring said Toryism and unionism — a continued to attempt to 
unionist MPs are unable to reports that some discus- that a Tory-Unionist pact ; deal that could set back breathe new life Into his 
set the post-election agen- sion has taken place be- would have "disastrous progress," Mr Spring said, dying talks initiative ahead 

of the election. 
But in the wake of unionist 

huffing and puffing after his 
singing appearance on Gay 
Byrne's Late, Late Show on 
the night the IRA killed 
seven protestant construc-
tion workers, Mr Brooke and 
his talks look to have suf-
fered the same fate as his 
Darling Clementine. They, 
too, are now probably lost 
and gone forever. 

• Election briefing: p4 

By, Martin Moriarty 

six-county 
I m i 1 i t a r y 

• bureaucratic 
I machine struck 

a last-minute 
deal with British agent 
Brian Nelson to prevent 
further disclosure of the 
extent of collusion be-
tween the army and 
loyalist paramilitaries in 
©pep court laft month. 

In exchange for having 
15 charges against him 
dropped, including two 
of murder, -Nelson 
pleaded guilty to 20 
lesser charges arid en-
^dth^fuUstoryofhis 

would never be told in 
noeri court. 

republicans," he said. 
Until his arrest by the 

Stevens inquiry team 
sheet included five 

v •• . i. . . 
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Stand up, 
speak out 

EVERY TIME a bomb goes off in Northern 
Ireland a government clerk logs it into a 
book and the RUC issues a news release, 

which is passed via the news agencies to British 
papers. Most of theim ignore what is now a com-
mon event. 

But when a bomb goes off in Britain, it is 
news and the hacks go into top gear. The scripit is 
always the same. Leaders of Her Majesty's ! 
Government and Her Majesty's Opposition are 
asked again to proclaim their loyalty and to rein-
force the government statement that the terrorist 
will never win. The odd Tory maverick will be 
quoted as saying that more draconian laws and 
more troops are required to contain the problem 
to Ireland. If children or animals are in any way 
involved this is always mentioned to demonstrate 
the inhuman nature of the IRA. There is always 
of sense of passive, resigned tolerance. 
Everybody is somehow reluctant to discuss the ra-
tionale behind the actions of the Irish bombers. 
There is no talk of change. Nobody wants to be 
seen to be disloyal. 

We are not restricted by any false claim of 
loyalty — we are in the unique position of being 
in Britain and being Irish with a sense of Irish 
history. We have always said that the Irish in 
Britain can play an important part in breaking the 
ban on talk about Ireland in the British media. 
We call on all who oppose British imperialism to 
join us. We are in the business of political 
change. The Irish Democrat has always been in 
the vanguard of the campaigns of the Irish in 
Britain to break the deadlock. We know that the 
Irish question is in fact a British question and is 
related to Britain's claim to rule in part of Ireland. 
We appeal to all democrats on this island to help 
us. Stand up and speak out. Tell the people that 
there is a way out of this so-called impasse. The 
Connolly Association is there to help and guide. 
Get in touch with the office today: there is some-
thing for everybody to do. When the British 
government proclaims its intention to withdraw 
from Northern Ireland, that will be the beginning 
of the end of the Irish question for Britain. 
Ireland will then join the independent com-
munity of nation states as a free and complete 
country. It is in all our interests to ensure that this 
happens as soon as po«sible. 

PM 
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Liverpool Connolly Association 
The Struggle for Democracy 
winter lecture series 
Sunday 23 February: The Qrattan Parliament, Or John 
McGurk 
Sunday 8 March: The Irish National Party In Liverpool, 
Bernard Morgan 
Sunday 23 March: Parnell, Anthony Coughlan 
Sunday 5 April: to be announced 
All lectures start at 6pm In the Irish Centre, 127 Mount 
Pleasant, Liverpool 

Worker seeks compensation 
CONSTRUCTION 

AN IRISH crane driver Is 
suing for compensation 
following a crane collapse 
In central London during 
which he was lucky to 
escape with his life. 

Joe McGrsth was operat-
ing a crane which fell 50 
metres into the Christopher 
Wren-built church, Saint 
James Garllckhythe.in the 
City of London' In Septem-
ber 1991. Damage to the 
300-year-old building was 
extensive: the roof was al-
most entirely wrecked and 
the repair bill has been es-
timated at £2 million. For-
tunately for Mr McGrath, the 
roof of the church broke the 
impact of his fall and he was 

able to leap to safety suffer-
ing only a sprained ankle. 

However, since the acci-
dent he has developed 
chronic back-pains which 
have left him unable to work 
and {n constant crippling 
agony. Although he was 
kept on sick pay for 10 
weeks after the accident by 
his employer, Hewden 
Stuart Wolff, he is now 
having to support his wife 
and two children on state 
benefits and a small 
benevolent fund. 

Hewden Stuart Wolff 
managing director Mike 
Studd confirmed last month 
that the company would not 
be contesting the claim. 
"Joe has worked for us for 
about 15 years and is one of 

our best drivers", he said. 
"We put him In touch with a 
solicitor to pursue a com-
pensation claim so there is 
no question of us fighting 
him over this." 

But the case Is likely to 
drag on for months while 
three firms attempt to ap-
portion blame for the acci-
dent which is still baffling 
health and safety Inspec-
tors. 

Although the Irishman 
was employed by Hewden 
Stuart Wolff, they were 
working as sub-contractors 
for John Laing, who were 
managing the site. It has 
still not been decided which 
of the two-firms bore the 
greater responsibility for 
the accident and a third 

party has also been named, 
machinery manufacturer 
Rowan, who supplied the H-
frame for the crane. 

Speculation that this was 
faulty has arisen because 
the crane was not opera-
tional at the time of the col* 
lapse and appears to have 
simply toppled over. How-
ever, the crane had ap-
parently been given a dean 
bid of health after a 
checks 
cident. 

Until the question of 
responsibility has beeii 
decided, Mr MeGratb'a 
solictors will net be able to 
Initiate proceedings for 
compenstrtion. 

• CHRIS CONWAY 

Joe Doherty faces 
deportation after 
ninth court hearing 

E X T R A D I T I O N 

US FOREIGN policy inter-
ests triumphed over the 
country's judicial system 

last month when the Supreme 
Court backed the Attorney 
General's decision to deport 
Irish political prisoner Joe 
Doherty. 

After spending eight-and-
a-half years in jail without ever 
being charged with an offence 
under US law, Mr Doherty lost 
his ninth court hearing against 
deportation last month. 

On a split vote of five to 
three, the SupremeCourt ruled 
that the Attorney General had 
the rigjit to reftise a further 
deportation hearing. 

Mr Doherty now faces ex-
pulsion from the US by the 
middle of this month, when 
the decision will be formalised 
under US law. 

The announcement w a s 
greeted with a chorus of 
protests from Irish American 
groups across the country. 
Veteran civil rights lawyer 
PaulODwyer called the ruling 
"a victory for Ronald Reagan 
and Maigaret Thatcher" and 
Irish Northern Aid's Martin 
Galvin said American prin-
ciples had been prostituted for 
foreign policy advantage. "If 
Joe Doherty is deported, our 
fundamental American tradi-
tion of sanctuary for 
beleaguered patriots will be 
sent away with him," he said. 

Mr Doherty was convicted 
in Belfast in his absence in 1981 
for the murder of SAS Captain 
Herbert Westmacott during a 
gun-battle with an undercover 
British Army unit. Together 
with seven other republicans, 
he had escaped from Crumlin 
Road jail just days before the 
trial. 

Fleeing to the US, he was 

arrested by federal agents in a 
Manhattan bar where he was 
working in June 1983. He 
claimed asylum on the 
grounds of facing persecution 
if he were returned to Britain 
or the Six Counties. 

But when the British re-
quest for extradition was first 
heard in December 1984, Dis-
trict Court Judge John Sprizzo 
ruled Mr Doherty's offence 
represented the political ex-
emption "in its most classic 
form". 

Three months later, the 
Reagan administration sought 
a new hearing under a dif-
ferent judge, arguing that 
important foreign policy is-
sues were in play. 

But in June 1985, Judge 
Charles Height ruled the 
Sprizzo judgement was not 
open to review. 

The very same month> the 
US-and Britain signed a s u p 
piementary extradition treaty 
specifically excluding people 
guilty of acts "typically com-
mitted by terrorists" from 
claiming political asylum. 

In March 1986, the Appeal 
Court rejected the state's at-
tempt to overrule existing law 
as "somewhatstartiing". 

When the* administration 
then sought executive deporta-
tion, Mr.Doherty withdrew his 
asylumapplication and ;said he 
would accept'deportation to 

Judge H6ward Cohen or-
dered his deportation to the 26 
Counties in September 1986, 
but the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service ap-
pealed the ruling on the 
grounds that it would 
prejudice US interests. 

They lost. In March 1987, 
the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals ruled In Mr Doherty's 
favour. There was no prece-

• DOHERTY: facing depor-
tation 

dent for the rejection of a 
depor tee ' s designated 
country, they said. 

The board was overruled 
by Attorney General Edwin 
Meese in June 1988. 

But it then awarded Mr 
Doherty a hearing on his case 
for political asylum, which he 
had re-opened in the wake of 
the Republic signing the 1987 
Extradition Treaty. 

New Attorney General 
Richard Thornburgh vetoed 
the decision in June 1989, but 
exactly one year later, the Ap-
peal Court overturned the 
Thornburgh ruling, arguing he 
had improperly based his 
decision on foreign policy in-
terests and "Seriously 
exceeded his discretion". 

Eight months later, in 
February last' year, the Justice 
Department stepped in. It ap-
plied to the Supreme Court to 
have the Appeal Court 
decision reversed, and finally 
won last month. 

• MARTIN MORIARTY 

Workers Party 

out with young 
turks 

DUBLINis ftril oftalk these 
days about the divisions 
tn the Workers Pat ty 

ahead of its ard fheis next 
month. It is basically a rilt be-
tween the old guard around 
Sean Garland and Cathaf 
Goulding, who ran Sinn F6in 
and the IRA in the 1960s,and 
the seven TDs who have been 
elected to the DM on behalf of 
the political creature Garland 
and Goulding spawned. 

The TDs want to run the 
Workers Party show and not 
be subject to control from to 
Ard Comhairle. They are em* 
barrassed by the continued 
existence in the Six Counties 6f 
the Official IRA, some of 
whom, well-known for their 
involvement in the Workers 
Party, were last month im-
prisoned for robbery. ' J 

The latest embarrassment ® 
a report from Moscow that 
Sean Garland got money from 
the Soviets during the 1980stf» 
the days when the Worked 
Party was trying to outflank 
the Communist Party Of 
Ireland as the Irish link with 
the communist regimes and 
parties around the world, t 

Most Workers- Party TDs 
are young ambitious types, 
who would fit easily into the 
most respectable socifcff-
democrat party. 
Hard-working and conscien-
tious, they have no time for the 
relics of an illegal IRA past or 
sentimental rhetoric about so-
cial revolution. The logical 
place for them is in the Labour 
Party, many think, from which 
there is nothing significant in 
policy to distinguish them. 

N o w that the Workers 
Party has abandoned the 
republicanism they started out 
with and embraced unionism, 
Europeanism, "class polities" 
and even Marxism, people 
who follow poli t ics a re 
wondering w h a t t h r Workei* 
Pkrty will embrace next 
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tion for their "aggressive and 
revanchist" character, which 
only licensed and gave en-
couragement to the IRA. 

But from the floor of the hall 
during discussion, Sinn Kin's 
Martin MoGuinness assured 
Mr Hunter that he had not 

• J E R R Y ' S splendid 
I 1Guildhall, a unionist bas-
E # t i o n for centuries, was 

crowded if or last month's 
ftcum Two and Three con-
ference onthepros and cons of ? 
-a united Ireland. The stained- thought that this would be the 

[bloodiest scenario ofthe lot. It 
would inevitahlyentail re-par-
tition — an attempt to do a 
better job titan Lloyd <«orge 
— as well .as the advent of a 
new state to the international 
scenewhichlfatflin and others 
would never export . There 
was no popular demand what-
soever for it in the North, they 
pointedout. 
. Coleraine University's Rev 
John Bach .repeated the 
.unionist message of "no sur-
render", while hinting that he 

invoh^fthemselves because 
of Articles Two and Three. 

Bernadette McAHskey 
pointed ^out tha t itite Irish 

A e i s H n S S ^ l ^ M S S 
rights demonstration, argued i 
the way forward was for the 
British and Irish governments 
to work together over a period 
of years with the aim of getting 
the consent of a Northern 
majority to Irish reunification. 

He said that the phrase 
"majority consent" could 
meantwo^ififerent things. 
,. One was consent tea united 
Ireland as a desirable goal of 
British policy, something 
Britain perfectly entitled 
jto decide on without looking to 
the unionists for permission. 

Hie other was consent to 

financial, constitutional and. 
polrticail measures that a 
majority in the North would 
have to agree to at the end of 
the day if it wereto give willing 
consent to the end of the 
Union. Even hardl ine 
republicans recognised ithat 
majority consent was desirable 
for that, even if only as a matter! 
of practical politics and ex-
pediency. j 

Unionist lawyer John 
Hunter attacked Articles Two 

tory over ftie other. Itsounded 
well-meaning, but who would 
then make the laws and en- , 
force them? Sovereignty 
cannot just vamshintothinair. 
If Britain wantedte give up its 

BBC Northern Ireland's 
David Dunseath presidedover 

Derry debates Irish 

hand it ever-eitherto Dublin or 
<to Belfast. There are ne -other 
options. 

Although he did not point it 
out, Dr Robb's prescription 
pointed towards some kind of 
"independent Ulster" solu-
tion. Several participants 

E L E C T I O N 

[ Irish Forum has 
parliamentary 

^candidates from all the 
major parties to participate ina 
pre-election conference next 
month. 

Glenda Jackson (Labour), 
Jennifer Home-Roberts and Dr 
David Wrede (both Liberal 
Democrats), Toby Fiennes and 
Stephen Games froth Greens), 
Oliver Letwin and Andrew 
McHallam (both Conserva-
tives) have all agreed to 
participa( ? in the conference, 
to be he d on 3 March at 
7.30pm in .he Kennedy Hall at 
IhelrishCentre, Murray Street, 
NWl. 

According to the forum, the 
meeting has been organised to 
seek the candidates' views on 
the report of the conference it 
held in April last year and mat-
ters of general interest to Irish 
voters; 
; The report dealt with 

emigration, housing, home-
lessness, travellers, the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
the elderly and the young, 
women, education, leisure ac-
tivities and culture and 
anti-Irish discrimination. 

But the forum says that 
employment issues, health and 
safety and Britain's role in 
Ireland wfll doubtless be of in-
terest to voters,-, -wj,--

• From front page 
two years ago, 44-year-old 
Brian Nelson played a 
double game of UDA leader 
and military intelligence 
agent before the fWC lifted 
one of the army's most 
valued agents among the 
killer gangs out of 
circulation. 

For seven years he is un-

£200 a week for plotting the 
murder of republicans and 
briefing his British Acrny 
handlers on the activities of 
the loyalist paramllltariaa. 

But while Nelson has been 
on remand in the Crumlin 
Road jail for the last two 
years, military Intelligence 
have been trying to ensure 
as few details of 1heir ,ac-
tivities are uncovered as 
possible. 

And senior UDA members 
have been sweating It out 
since they learnt Nelson had 
given lengthy statements Im-
plicating top paramilitaries 
to the Stevens team. 

Joining the UDA in 1972, 
Nelson waa recruited by the 
army and MI5 in 1983, left tio 
work In Germany in 1985 and 
was instructed to return to 
Ireland two years later. 

Rising swiftly to the top of 
the UDA's Belfast intel-
ligence operation, Nelson 

loyalist killers which led to documents outlining Hie 
the murder of Terence Mc- Operation Snowball plan 

. r niinn.l. if - - - Mm, 
concealed Trom me stevens 
Inquiry for ttia first four 

He also helped to set up 
Sinn Mil 

all of whom escaped death, 
and he is alleged to have 
provided the Information 
which led to the murder of 
Belfaat so l i c i tor Pat 
Flnucane by the UDA/UFF in 
1989., 

Prosecution counsel Brian 
Kerr told last month's court 
hearing that Nelson pisyed s 
"pivotal role" in the collec-
tion of Information about In-
dividuals the UDA 
considered to be legitimate 

• antl ingenuity 
He further revealed that al-

though Nelson remained in 
contact with his army hand-
lers, he did not always relay 
Information to them prompt-
ly and sometimes not at all. 

Nelson only told his con-
tacts about the attempt to 
murder Alex Maskey after 
the event. 

But as a result of the deal 
struck before the trial, 
details of Nslson's allege-
tloits ttwrt^^rftf IntollI 
played a central role In a plot 
to bomb the Republic did not 
emerge In court. 

plot 
was for Nelson to persuade 
the UDA to bomb commer-

an attempt to lureOublia Into 
seeking extradUloa of 
loyalists to the Republic, 
which would In turn make It 
eaaieHor Britain topersuade 
the 26-county judiciary to 
reciprocate by extraditing 
rsoubUcsns to the north. 

John Stevens, the British 
police officer who con-, 
ducted the RUC inquiry into 
collusion established In 
1989, last month defended 
Msimaatlgatlon. 

He said 44peaple had been 
convicted of offences rang-
ing from criminal damage to 
conspiracy to murder as a 
result of his work. 

He did not comment on the 
Januaiy 1990 fire which 
destroyed vest amounts of 

by Ma tssmand which broke 
outhoursbeforeNeisonwss 
arrested. Mr Stsvens baa 
stubbornly maintained the 

B RUSSELSWATCH 

No strings 
attached? 

QME SAY Ireland should be classified as a 
Third World country. As part of the United 

^ Kingdom, development was held back by 
«mic and monetary union. Sending Irish 
> to Westminster who were in a perpetual 

minority ensured England dominated. The electorate in 

fectfag their lives. They were simply disenfranchised. 
There are many parallels today for Britain. Not only 

for the nations which make up the United Kingdom, 
but also Jar Britain's membership of .the EC Arguments 
that the EC is good for Britain need to be examined in 
the light of Ireland's experience. 

Britain is being integrated into the EC through 
economic and monetary union, but leaders of aU the 
main political parties are pretending Britain still con-
trols itsown affairs. They even give the impression this 

The "heart 
of Europe" 
is for vested 
interests to 
make 
money 

Labour's latest general election slogan "Made In 
Britain—The only string attached to our policies" is a 
classic example of disinformation. It ignores^C policies 

which override both govern-
ment in Whitehall and Par-
liament at Westminster. 

To halt the rise in un-
employment, sections of the 
labour and frade union 
movement are falling for in-
vestment in industry and im-
port restrictions.Both these 
measures run counter to the 
single market specifically 
designed to allow "free 
movement of capitaL goods 
and people". The logical 
position of the labour move-
ment would be to oppose 

Euro-federalism butit has been distracted by the un-
realizable promises listed in the Social Charter. 

Labour and trade union leaders should look behind 
the closure of Ravenscraig steel works, the threat to 
close Cammel Laird shipyard on the Mersey and the 
decline of manufacturing industries. They will find EC 
policies which make it illegal for national governments 
to subsidiseand protect industries. 

with the EC-policy io-pay fanners not to 
s>vn i w u auu subsidies for much of wshat they do 
grow.The money ̂ omes from our pockets andpurses. If 
the EC was,interested in workers it would pay them not 
to make steel ships <te manufactures. 

The "heart of Europe" is for vested interests to make 
money. It isnot to create jobs for workers. For instance, 
take the lobbying campaign by American, Australian 
and British international privatepoatal carriers. It is 
MfMHtedthey have persuaded Commissioner Sir Leon 

service in their election manifesto without mentioning 
it as am EC policy. 

Mr Peter Hain MP said privatisation of the Post Of-
£ee would -see the end of door-to-door deliveries in 
rural areas and many small towns. People would be ex-
pected to collect their post from a central point. Cities 
would only-have one delivery a day. 

The present practice of funding a service with a 

would cease because it costs more than pest between 
towns and cities. It would be the end of another piece of 
democracy where resources are shared and transferred 
imstene section of the population*) another. 

H i e number of employees this atfecto across the EC 
is 1.7 million. The transnationals want hx^rt this num-
ber down, reduce thecoststomakelhe largest profit 
possible. It is another case of profit before people. 

Ironically, like other Labour MPs, Mr Hain has r - w 
adopted "a new approach to Europe". These MPs, 
labour and trade union leaders would do well to look at 
Ireland's experience and oppose Euro-federalism. It re-
quires persuasion and a campaign. To help this cam-
paign delegates and individuals are invited to attend 
thcxonference organised by die Committee against 
Euro-federalism on 28 March in Sheffield. Credentials 

CLBBevsHSble from CABF,'57Green Lane, Mer-
seyside L45 8JQ. 

JOHN BOYD 
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Paisley the 
powerbroker? 

S
PECULATION that the Ulster Unionist MPs 
may find themselves in the position of power-
brokers after the next election intensified last 
month as a succession of polls indicated the 
result could be a hung parliament. 

While Labour still refuses to concede this is a pos-
sibility, the Tories have now signalled their willing-
ness to discuss the terms of a post-election deal. 

There are currently nine Official Unionist MPs, 
three Paisleyites and an independent. Their total of 
13 is likely to be unchanged after the election. The 
Unionists are split between devolutionists and in-
tegrationisls but united in their opposition to an 
Irish dimension to any settlement, and for increased 
repression in response to the political crisis. 

Labour's silence increases the Unionists' bargain-
ing power. If Neil Kinnock were to make it clear that 

there were no circumstan-
ces in which he would 
contemplate a deal with 
them, because of Labour's 
commitment to the policy 
objective of a united 
Ireland, then the only 
terms that they could ob-
tain would be those that 
the Tories were prepared 
to give. While Unionists 

. perceive even the faintest 

bargaining possibility that Labour 
™ ® would be prepared to 

ditch its commitments, 
suspend the Hillsborough 
Agreement and place 

Kevin McNamara's head on a sacrificial platter, then 
they will be able to go back to the Tories and ask for 
more. 

Such a scena-io is unlikely. The 13 Unionist votes 
will be counter-balanced by Scottish, Welsh and 
Irish nationalists who would view such a cynical 
pact by Labour with alarm. With voting this close it 
would only take a couple of Labour MPs to heed 
their consciences, and refuse to go through the lobby 
with the Unionists, to cancel out the arithmetic. 

Labour s reluctance tb commit itself in advance of 
the election has been justified on the grounds that 
Kinnock cannot be seen to concede the possibility of 
anything other than outright victory. But a signal 
from Labour that a change in administration would 
lead to a change in government policy could make a 
difference. Electorally, it would probably convince 
many Irish voters in Britain to go to the polls for 
Labour. More importantly it would indicate to 
people in Ireland that Labour is serious about its 
policy of "unity by consent". 

This has developed from a self-contradictory 
fudge in 1981 into a reasonably coherent strategy of 
reform and harmonisation. There is still a large 
credibility gap to bridge though and all sides will 
pay close attention to the wording of Labour's 
manifesto. Pressure, now, on Labour to honour its 
commitments should be stepped up. 

• CONOR FOLEY 

Labour's 
silence 
increases 
the 
Unionists' 

lining 
power 

Join the CA! 
Membership costs a mere £10 a year (£12 for couples, 
£6 unwaged couples and £5 for Individual students, 
unemployed and pensioners) and Includes a free 
subscription to the Irish Democrat. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Postcode 

Return this form with your cheque payable to Connolly 
^ Association to: 244/46 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1 ^ 

US poised to take over crucial oil refinery 
CORK 

A US company is 
investigating the takeover 
of the strategically crucial 
Whitegate oil refinery in 
Cork harbour. 

Texas-based Coastal Cor-
poration could emerge as 
the new owner of the 
refinery, although the Busi-
ness Finance magazine Is 
speculating that the com-
pany might try to limit Its 

involvement to a 50-50 joirtf 
venture with the state or 
another third party, 
depending on how much 
capital investment it thinks 
is needed In the plant. 

French oil giant Elf and the 
Italian state-owned Agip 
group have both been 
tipped to buy the ailing 
refinery by press reports In 
recent years. 

But government neglect 
of the plant seems to have 

been behind their loss of in-
terest. 

Energy Minister Bobby 
Malloy has bean hinting for 
some time that Whltegate's 
future is close to being 
sorted out, but his depart-
ment has been peddling the 
same line for the last two 
years, and the issue has not 
come any closer to a resolu-
tion In all that time. 

The huge plant at Marino 
Point made a £7.4 million 

profit in 198», despite the 
rundown of the company. 

But although Industry 
sceptics still believe that 
Coastal is beginning to nib-
ble at the carrot being held 
out by the Department of 
Energy, the 230-strong 
workforce has to wait and 
worry about its future while 
the government remains 
determined to sell at any 
cost. 

• JIM SAVAGE 

• FLASHBACK: A demonstrator Is grabbed by a member of the Paratroop regiment which opened fire on the peaceful 
civil rights march through Derry on 30 January 1972. Fourteen people were killed on Bloody Sunday. 

A woman devoted to 
Irish unity 
OBITUARIES 

THE SAD DEATH took 
place last month of Gwen 
Shields, of Ilford, at the age 

of 70. Gwen, a librarian, and 
her husband Ted, who died a 
year ago, were a devoted 
English couple, dedicated to 
socialist ideals and to Irish 
unity and independence for 
many years. They were par-
ticular admirers of Padraig 
Pearse, and even called their 
house Naomh Eanna. 

Gwen and Ted helped the 
Connolly Association in many 
ways, particularly with run-
ning film and slide shows. 
They cleaned up and revived 
the long lost copy of The Dawn 
when it came to light in the 
1950s and showed it in many a 
hall. 

For a number of years they 
devotedly wrapped, stamped 
and dispatched the members' 
and subscribers' copies of the 

Irish Democrat, kept the records 
and lugged the papers to the 
post to Britain, Ireland and 
around the world. 

Keen on music, Gwen and 
Ted edited a book of Irish rebel 
songs. May she long be 
remembered. PB 

Active anti-racist 
TONY GILBERT, who died 
last month, was a good friend 
of the Irish and was never 
found wanting when asked for 
help. Born of an east London 
Jewish family he inherited a 
political awareness at a young 
age and joined the Internation-
al Brigade in 1936. His unit 
commander was Frank Ryan. 
He later become Secretary of 
Liberation (the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom) founded by 
Fenner Brockway. An active 
opponent of imperialism and 
racism he will be sorely 
missed. PM 

The Cruiser and 
The Times 
M E D i A W A T C H 

CONOR Cruise O'Brien is a 
man of many talents. A 
former editor-in-chief of 

The Observer, his opinions are 
canvassed and published by 
the lef J ing British papers. 

He is unique — there is no 
other Irishman like him. He 
can supply the question and 
the opinions with the answers 
that the British papers want. 
They want to hear an Irishman 
tell of Irish division. But they 
do not what to be told that they 
should leave Ireland. O'Brien 
complies as no other Irishman 
would. Take his recent article 
in The Times. 

"There is a political prob-
lem in Northern Ireland, but it 
does not consist of the IRA, al-
though the IRA have 
exacertxited it. The problem is 
the mutual animosity of the 
Catholic and Protestant com-
munities." 

This is a simplistic answer 
for British consumption. How-
ever, imperial history teaches 
us that it can have some foun-
dation. Divide and rule is the 
doctrine of empire. When 
Britain left the rest of Ireland 
they left a dvil war between 
Free Staters and Republicans. 
When they left Cyprus they left 
Greek Cypriots vs Turkish 
Cypriots. Likewise Kikuyu vs 
'Maw Maw When they left 
Kenya. 

The million-dollar question 
is when they leaVe Northern 
Ireland will they leave behind 
a conflict? Imperial history 
tells us that they will. Bu{ that 
is only il they want to. Britain 
has a choice. A peaceful solu-
tion is possible. Conor Cruise 
O'Brien is not being honest 
with himself by proclaiming it 
is all mutual religious 
animosity and pandering to 
the divide and rule doctrine. 

• PETER MULLIGAN 

ELECTION BRIEFING 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Peter Brooke, Hillsborough 
and Articles Two and Three 

. 

tlons 
M 

OOKE: sinister implica-

M i I AY I congratulate you 
on your January issue 
Highlighting the Decla-

ration for Peace and featuring 
excellent contributions from 
Martin Moriarty and Brendan 
Tracey. The tragedy is that in 
general, the Irish media appear 
to have decided to follow the 
now well-established pattern 
of trying to withhold from the 
people even the information 
that there is any organised op-
position on a national scale to 
the proposal to make changes 
in the constitution. They are 
clearly acting contrary to Ar-
ticle Six of the constitution, 
which allocates two functions, 
forming the basis of the 
democratic system defined by 
the constitution, to the people, 
whose right it is to designate 
the rulers of the state and, in the 
final appeal, to decide all ques-
tions of national policy, ac-
cording to the requirements of 
the common good. 

The last point raised in Mar-
tin Moriarty's presentation, 
however, in my opinion, re-
quires more detai led 
examination — this matter of 
Mr Brooke's new initiative on 
the offending articles of the 
Irish constitution, which has 
been appropriately and 
cogently answered by the com-
mittee sponsoring the 
Declaration for Peace. 

There are other and sinister 
implications in this new 
proposition. I had got the im-
pression that this proposal 
emanated from Mr Brooke 
himself but Martin Moriarty 
puts it that Mr Brooke "recent-
ly endorsed [attempts] to 
replace Articles Two and 
Three with Article One of the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement, which 
enshrines a Unionist veto over 
political change in an interna-
tionally-recognised treaty." I 
don't know who made these 
attempts. It seems hardly like-
ly that the Unionists would 
have done So as fliey still ap-
pear totally to reject the 
agreement. I wonder If the at-

came from the nominally 
nationalist SDLP or the 
> 

sovereign Irish government 
which functions under the 
constitution and which, by at-
tempting to remove the 
definitive articles of the nation, 
would surely be in breach of 
the "fundamental duties" of 
"fidelity to the nation and 
loyalty to the state" (Article 
Nine). 

In a number of speeches, in 
my book Under Contract with 
the Enemy and in somewhat 
more detail in a pamphlet The 
Emasculation of the Constitution, 
I am satisfied that I have estab-
lished as a fact that the only 
positive action agreed to by the 
High Contracting Parties of the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement is to 
take the necessary steps to im-
plement a possible future 
desire by a majority of the 
people of the Six Counties for 
a united Ireland, with no other 
change in the status of North-
ern Ireland — and this means 
a united Ireland within the 
United Kingdom. Beyond 
saying that this is absolutely 
clear from the actual words in 
Article One of the Agreement, 
reading the three short sec-
tions (a), (b) and (c) in 
conjunction with one another, 
I don't propose to take u p your 
space on this. 

It is ail in the pamphlet 
mentioned above, Which 
makes it clear that Tom King's 
assertion that the Agreement 
guarantees the position of 
Northern Ireland as a part of 
the United Kingdom "in per-
petuity" is the only possible 
interpretation of Article One, 
based on the wording of the 
Agreement — and an interna-
tional Agreement means only 
what the words in it say. 

Kevin Boland, 
Rathcoole, Co Dublin 

Steps towards 
peace 
THAT it appears that the coali-
tion government may have 
been forced to be more 
reasonable over the question of 
the PESP awards owed shows 
that it is possible for a united 
and militant membership to 
get its rights and avoid being 
further impoverished. How-
ever, contrary to the PESP 
agreement, the deal still seems 
to involve deferment and cer-
tainly involved the ICTU in the 
deferment or even scrapping 
of the Day of Action before the 
deal had even been put to the 
individual unions' member-
ships, never mind agreed to by 
them! The right wing's com-
plaint that the deal will have to 
be paid for in three years' time 
will only be true if the state 
continues with inequities be-
tween its, policy towards 
public spending and the tax-
payers and that towards capi-
tal, pioats and the "fat cats". 

How timely it would be if 
Ireland's trade union leaders 

finally now addressed them-
selves also to questions of basic 
democracy and to the removal 
of the unionist veto from the 
island. Particularly as Cardinal 
Daly and the Archbishop of 
Tuam appear to understand 
Catholicism as threatening to 
excommunicate its victims and 
somehow to have omitted 
members of the British Army 
who have murdered and to 
forget the victims of Bloody 
Sunday. Not to say anything 
about killings by the Croat 
resistance in the war in Yugos-
lavia. 

This neo-colonial nature of 
the economics and politics in 
the 26 Counties is highlighted 
by the fact that, with deaths 
continuing in the North, the 
Irish government appears 
resigned to accepting that a 
British general election which 
may still yet be months away 
and a unionist refusal to com-
mit themselyes to talks 
continuing beyond it irrespec-
tive of the*result should 
prevent talks about the politi-
cal future of Northern Ireland. 
Theyshould not. And the Irish 
government and others con-
cerned about the situation in 
the US and in Britain and 
Europe and around the world 
should reject this short-sighted 
veto and demand the conven-
ing of genuinely all-party talks 
now, without qualifications or 
preconditions, with the sup-
port of these friends of both 
communit ies in Ireland 
around the world, unilaterally 
launch such an initiative. 
There are members of the 
Nor thern protestant com-
munity in organisations like 
the Campaign for Democracy 
who unlike Ian Paisley have 
taken Archbishop Eamesof the 
Church of Ireland at his word 
when he has called for no 
obstacle to be allowed to get in 
the way of talking in the past. 
It is to be hoped he will repeat 
it now. It is naive to believe that 
yet another personal public as-
surance from John Major and 
Neil Kinnock that they will 
continue the Brooke talks after 
the election will in any way in-
terest Ian Paisley and Jim 
Molyneaux — apart from it 
committing the Labour Party 
to continuing to forward an ex-
clusively British agenda which 
is a position at odds with party 
policy! 

It is ironic and revealing is 
it not that as things stand and 
with the SDLP keeping a low 
profile on the question in 
deference to unionist sen-
sitivities, Sinn F6in will be the 
only party standing in the 
general election in Northern 
Ireland that will actuaUy be 
calling for genuinely all-party 
talks now, immediately, 
without any qualifications or 
preconditions and with every-
thing on the table. Were 
Cardinal Daly and Kevin Mc-
Namara, among others, to call 

for this and demilitarisation by 
both sides, Britain included, 
we would have movement 
towards peace instead of 
stasis. 

Joe Murphy 
Birmingham 

Well wisher one 
IT WAS with great pleasure I 
saw the picture of Billy Power 
adorning the front page of this 
month's Democrat. He was ob-
viously happy to be able to 
read it in freedom. The first one 
in 1986 was one sent by me to 
Wormwood Scrubs to Richard 
Mcllkeriny and was probably 
shared by Billy as they were 
both in the Scrubs together but 
credit must be given to Paddy 
Bond who along with his wife 
SteUa became good friends of 
mine during the 1984-85 
miners ' strike. Writing to 
Paddy I told him of my inten-
tion^ to help the Birmingham 
Six. He immediately wrote to 
me for the prison addresses of 
the six and sent them the Irish 
Democrat every month until 
their release. And credit also 
for getting their case onto the 
front page of the Irish Democrat 
in 1987 under the editorship of 
Desmond Greaves. Long may 
you prosper. 

•1 Kathleen Doody, 
Yorkshire 

Well wisher two 
CONGRATULATIONS on the 
January issue of the Irish 
Democrat, especially on the 
editorial, the World Comment 
by Politicus, and the excellent 
article by Peter Berresford 
Ellis. -. :.y ... 

As a long-time'reader and 
supporter of the Irish Democrat, 
I am delighted with the close 
links being forged with the 
trade unions, as this is the path 
which the establishment fear 
most of all. 

Congratulations again and 
success to your efforts. 

Peter O'Connor, 
Waterford. 

A plea for brevity 
WOULD letter writers please 
keep their contributions short 
wherever possible. Five or six 
hundred words is longer than 
most of the articles in this 
newspaper , and everyone 
must recognise the enormous 
pressures on space we are 
having to grapple with every 
month. While readers' letters 
are always welcome, we must 
re-emphasise that the briefer 
the contribution, the more like-
ly it is to be printed. 

And if you use an IBM-
compatible computer, send 
your letter oh a disk either in 
Wordperfect, Wordstar, Word 
or ASCII, and save us the 
troubleof re-keying in. Always 
enclose a hard copy for us to 
check against. 

WORLD COMMENT 
B Y POLITIC US 

Foreign 
policy 
watershed 

RELAND'S recognition of Croatian inde-

Ipendence within its Yugoslav administrative 
boundaries is a scandal. It shows how the EC 
is drawing Ireland into a collective neo-im-
perialist course in the Balkans so as to placate 

an increasingly assertive Germany. Slovenia is 
different, as its frontiers are agreed. 

It is against the principles of international 
law to recognise the independence of a state 
without clearly defined boundaries and a stable 
government. The United Nations appealed to the 
EC before Christmas that there should be no 
recognition of new states out of Yugoslavia until 
their boundaries were agreed by their in-
habitants. 

What right has Ireland to join in a collective 
EC decision that says in effect that the 600,000 

Serbs within Croatia 
are lawfully and rightly 

Recognitionthe subiec,s of a, 
Croatian state, al-

of Croatia 
gives its 
German 
supporters 
a legal 
pretext to 
pour in 
armaments 

though they regard 
themselves as Serbs or 
Yugoslavs, not 
Croatians? 

By what right does 
Ireland join with the 
rest of the EC in invit-
ing a state like Bosnia 
to apply for EC recogni-
tion of its inde-
pendence — thus 
encouraging various 
parties within it to 
break away from 
Yugoslavia, which 
would cause a civil war 

^ • in Bosnia that would 
put the Croatian conflict in the ha'penny place? 

Collective EC recognition of Croatia gives its 
German supporters a legal pretext to pour in ar-
maments to that unfortunate land, thereby ag-
gravating the existing civil war. 

This step marks a watershed in Irish foreign 
policy. By taking it, Ireland, for the first time in 
its history as a state, has embarked on a course 
that breaches international law and makes it 
responsible for contributing, in however small 
or indirect a way, to the resultant murder and 
mayhem in a country it has absolutely no right 
to get in involved in. 

This is likely to be only a foretaste of what 
commitment to a common foreign policy in the 
Maastricht European Union Treaty will let the 
Irish and the people of Britain in for. 

The Germans established a nazi-led Croatian 
state during World War Two, which was guilty 
of slaughtering hundreds of thousands of Serbs. 
Germany told its EC partners that they intended 
to recognise Croatian independence anyway, ir-
respective of what other EC countries did. The 
others, despite their manifold doubts, caved in 
so as to preserve a facade of EC unity. 

The same with German-interest rates. The 
Germans raised theirs last month and the others 
followed — in order to hold their currencies in 
line with one another in the European Monetary 
System, the forerunner of the monetary union 
they all committed themselves to at Maastricht. 

So they all adopt hair-shirt policies to keep in 
line with Germany, even though economies like 
Britain and Ireland desperately need lower inter-
est rates to stimulate investment and job crea-
tion. The European Slump Club is what they 
signed up for at Maastricht — with Germany 
boss of the political and economic show. Reac-
tion against German dominance and bullying is 
only a matter of time. 

O C R A t F e b r u a r y p a g e 



DEMOCRAT BOOKS 

The war on 
Britain's 
doorstep 

Gerard Curran 
Children of the North, MS 
Power, Abacus, £6.99 pbk 

PUBLISHED now for the 
first time as a trilogy, 
after the BBC series 

•which upset some critics, this 
book comes just in time for 
the Book Token season after 
Christmas. The great anti-
war novel All Quiet in he 
Western Front was published 
for- time after the First 
V ! War. Children of the 

is a great anti-war tril-
i ublished while the kill-
i:.l which features in its 
pages is still going on. 

When the stories were 
published in hardback, the 
critics in the most respected 
magazines were unstinting in 
their praise, but most of them 
were very uneasy at the tril-
ogy becoming a major series 
on television. An exception 
was John Naughton, The Ob-
server's TV critic, who could 
not fault the series. 

The official unease was 
echoed in Jeremy Paxman's 
programme Did You See? A 
unionist intellectual was 
produced to say that Mr 
Power's interpretation of the 
"troubles" in Northern 
Ireland was "pure fantasy: 
nothing at all like the Provos, 
more like what the IRA was 
like in the 1950s". He didn't 
mention the secret executions 
of Mr Asher the RUC inspec-
tor or the blundering ac-
tivities of the SAS with their 
hit-list. The idea of an IRA 
"godfather" playing record-
ings of MahJer was too much 
for the establishment. That 
made him as respectable as 
Inspector Morse with his 
Vivaldi. 

Mr Power does not take 
sides but his characters ex-
press opinions. The Com-
mander tells Seamus Reilly: 
"Between ourselves — you 
know the most awful thing 
about it all? Neither side can 
win as things stand. Oh, 1 
kfyjw the tally of dead is 
heavily in our favour and we 
could increase that without 
much bother but that is no 
solution. I'm afraid we are all 
— we and the unionists and 
the RUC — we are 
hamstrung by the whims and 
greed and powermania of the 
politicians and not only in 
London. Dublin and Belfasf 

too. We are useful hooks on 
which they can hang their 
avaricious hats. AH we can 
do is be sure we make our 
presence felt until such time 
as someone in power recog-
nises the futility of it all, puts 
the country above their per-
sonal ambition, and — you 
know this already. Well there 
seems no such person on the 
horizon, does there?" 

This book is compulsory 
reading for anyone interested 
in the Irish problem and can 
be given to anyone who 
wants a good read. 

Erudite cosmopolite 
John Boyd 
A Life at the Centre, Roy 
Jenkins, Macmillan £20 
hbk 

THIS is an autobiog-
raphy of a former 
Labour Chancellor of 

the Exchequer, Home 
Secretary, President of the 
EEC Commission and one 
who was nearly a Prime 
Minister. He voted against 
and then deserted the 
Labour Party. His time as 
Home Secretary in the 

Labour Government 
covered the hunger strike 
of the Price sisters who 
wanted to serve their im-
prisonment in Northern 
Ireland and the introduc-
tion of the PTA which be-
came law in 180 hours flat. 
His line on Northern 
Ireland was to keep the ter-
rorism contained in the 
province and not let it cross 
"St. George's Channel". 

Jenkins was a member 
of the 'gang of four' in the 
attempt to split the Labour 
Party. Their main aim was 
support for 'Europe' and 

the end of the nation state. 
Of the four, only Dr Owen 
remains an MP and he has 
now given notice of quit-
ting parliament. Jenkins is 
in die Lords as leader of the 
handful of Liberal 
Democrats. Today the gang 
probably wonder why they 
ever left the Labour Party — 
which shows how they 
have won their 1970s aim of 
shoving the Labour Party to 
the right 

While President of the 
European Commission, 
Jenkins had cause to call 
upon Mrs Thatcher in 

Dublin. An EC summit was 
taking place and for 
security reasons the British 
Prime Minister had been 
'incarcerated' in Dublin 
Castle. She was in a room 
decorated by a plaque stat-
ing it was where 'James 
Connolly, signatory to the 
proclamation of the Irish 
Republic, lay a wounded 
prisoner prior to his execu-
tion by the British military 
force at Kilmainham Jail... 
12 May 1916'. Irony indeed, 
but for whom? 

There is a complete lack 
of any sense of democracy, 

of improving things for the 
disadvantaged, of human 
feelings, simple patriotism 
or sympathy with the work-
ing class he was supposed-
ly representing in 
parliament. This is the stuff 

want an end to nation states 
and do not believe in real 
democracy or account-
ability. But it is best to 
know what nukes such 
people tide and wmic, how 
they react to demonstra-
tions and campa^pns, espe-
cially as we seem to let 
them lead and govern us. 

B Somehow, they don't figure in the analysis of the 'terrorism' Industry 

Martin Moriarty 
The Irish Terrorism 
Experience, ed. Yonah 
Alexander and Alan O'Day, 
Dartmouth, £30 hbk 

TERRORISM is a slippery 
word. Indeed, common 
sense has apparently 

enshrined its very slipperi-
ness in the phrase "one 
person's 'terrorist' is 
another's 'freedom fighter"'. 
But what that back-of-a-
matchbox wisdom conceals is 

the manner in which an en-
tire "terrorism" industry has 
restructured thinking about 
20th century political 
violence. Due to the efforts of 
a constellation of government-
sponsored institutes, big busi-
ness-funded think tanks and 
assorted academics, "ter-
rorism" now means some-
thing like "individual acts of 
violence against people or in-
stitutions valued by Western 
governments", or, as the 
editors of the present volume 
have it, "terrorism may be 
said to apply to groups or in-

dividuals attempting to inflict 
physical or emotional trauma 
by violent means for pur-
poses of political objertives." 
Groups or individuals — rare-
ly governments, and certain-
ly not those who worship at 
the same shrine as leaders of 
the Western world. 

Yonah Alexander is one of 
the captains of the "ter-
rorism" industry. He's been a 
visiting fellow at the Geor-
getown Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies — 
the most important of the in-
stitutes of the US terrorism in-
dustry— a member of the 
London-based International 
Institute of Strategic Studies, 
a director of the US Global 
Strategy Council and a "dis-
tinguished scholar" of the 
anti-peace movement Nation-
al Forum Foundation. He 
also runs his own Institute 
for Studies in International 
Terrorism at the State Univer-
sity of New York and edits a 
magazine called Terrorism. 

With a record like that, his 
approach is all too predict-
able. "It would be mistaken 
to pretend that officially-
sponsored terrorism has been 
absent in Ireland," he con-
cedes. But he proceeds to 
claim that "it should be noted 
as well that the state has had 
to act within certain ton-
strain ts and has been respon-
sive to threats** violence 

rather than initiating them." 
Equally predictably, the 

book's contributors shed very 
little light on the roots of the 
conflict. In a bizarrely 
obscure essay, Sean Farrell 
Moran links what he under-
stands to be Patrick Pearse's 
theory of the blood sacrifice 
to the Donatist heresy which 
flourished in rural North 
Africa in the fourth century. 
It's the kind of essay you 
fully expect to regurgitate a 
lot of nonsense about 
republicanism's search for 
victory through defeat and 
sure enough, 11 pages in, 
Moran doesn't disappoint. 
The leaders of the Easter 
Rising "did not intend to win 
a military victory", he asserts 
without citing a shred of 
evidence But he doesn't just 
make interpretive blunders. 
His essay is also marked by 
some grotesque factual er-
rors, despite its learned ap-
paratus of 90-plus footnotes. 
David Beresford becomes 
Peter Beresford and hisac- ^ 
count of the hunger strikes/ 
Ten Men Dead, islisted as Ten 
Who Died. Franz Fanon also 
makes a brief appearance as 
n. «*. 
fritz. - , 

In a survey of political 
newspapers in the North, 
Richard Davis claims the civil 
rigjhtsmovement triggered 
the troubles by demonstrat-

suggests Seamus OTuathail, 
the then editor ofthe United 
Irishman, was interned "pos-
sibly by accident", and oddly 
assesses the Workers Party as 
"apart from its socialism, in 
many ways closer to Arthur 
Grifitths' original, non-
violent Sinn F6in". 

Michael MacDonald also 1 

has difficulty understanding 
the civil rights movement. 
"They sought equal citizen-
ship within, and not. the 
destruction of, Northern 
Ireland," he claims. NICRA . 
"by implication accepted that ; 
Catholics were not dtizens of 
the Republic of Ireland", he 
argues. ' 

But the most woeful chap-
ter is contributed by William 
Nelson,who systematically t . 
clears die entire judicial sys-
tem in the Sue Counties of vir-
tually every accusation 
human rights groups have al-
most ever thrown at it. The 
battery of emergency legisla-
tion "nbw adheres to the 
ideal of due process in many 
respects," he claims. He 
points to the existence of no-
jury courts in the 26 Counties : 

to justify their use north of . 
the border, omitting to add 
that juiyless hearings are 
equally objectionable from a 
human rights perspective 
wherevefih me world they 
might be sitting. And die six-
month imposition of an emer-
gency in Canada in 1970 is 
hardly a convincing justifica-
tion for the six-county regime 
when the Diplodc courts 
have beenin session for 38 
times longer than that. Col-
lusion between army-and 
RUC and loyalist ' 
paramilitaries is simply 
"wrongful acts by in-
dividuals" which can be ex-
plained away'by the 

tions Under which the politi-
cal and security forces must 
worfc in Northern Ireland." 
If s unfortunate for him that 
his thesis that emergency ' 
legislation "is working fairly 
well" and has helped reduce 
political violence l a s been ! 
taken over by events. The 
death toll did drop in 1989, ,,;•. 
when he wrote his essay, but ; , 
if s risen year-on-year since. 

This is the fourth book on . 
the c o ^ d t ^ p d r have ( J - j 
edited inihelast sfxygars: 

wm i m 

IRISH SONQS 

The Rebel 
on the Run 

\ THERE was a bold 
Tippetary boy 

' From the Glens of 
'" Aherlow; 
He sang the song of his 

country's wrong 
Where, the lovely Anner 

flows.. 
And as he took me by the 

hand, 
His happy home to leave, 
Forced by England's 

treachery7' 
; To fill a r i l ' s grave. 

CHORUS: 
Goodnight my honest 

neighbour, 
I'll call to see you soon; 
For tonight I'm on to 

Slievenamon, 
Where brightly shines the 

: moon. 
I'll seek the woods of 

sweet Gtenbower, 
Or in some rock or cave, 
For glory and for 

Ireland's sake 
To fill a rebelgjrave. 

For six long weary months 
he roamed 

The rocky mountainside, 
The heather for his pillow 
And by his friends 

supplied. 

outlawed from home, 
From rise till set of son, 
At night, he'd steal down 

wooda^gjen; ; 
Arebelon=theitm. .... 

A traitor crept among us, 
And the cause he meanly 

sold .. -
To the hirelings of the 

BritishQueen 
For greedy Saxon gold. 
Buf FenianmenwiH rise 
. again ' :Vi:'j 

Their counjtryfs soul to 
save 

And strike a blow for 
liberty,:. .-;•;: 

And fiU a rebel's,grave. 

A British soldier caused 
his death, 

B?a rifle shot he fell; 
The red-brown heath, if it 

could speak* 
His bravery would tell. 
A Saxon soldier he laid 

low, 
In the gallant fight he 

made 
And now he sleeps m oid 

Kilcash 
And fills a rebel's grave. 

Sad is thy fate,oh Erin's 
tote/ 

Adieu to Innisfail; 
Most of my comrades now 

areshot, 
And some amdying-in jafl, 
But rather than a coward 

be ;j 
Or else a Saxon slave, 
I'd strike a Wow for libertv 
And fill a rebet'sgmve. 

The Butcher's Dozen -
the octave of Widgery 

a lesson for 

Thomas Kinsella wrote this poem in response to the official cover-up of the Bloody 
Sunday massacre in Derry 20 years ago last month. It first appeared a week after 
Lord Widgery's tribunal exonerated the paratroopers concerned. In this extract, 
Kinsella meets the ghosts of those who died. After mocking the official accounts of 
their deaths, the ghosts offer bitter comment on the political situation that led up to 
Bloody Sunday. 

I WENT with anger at my heel through Bogsic 
—Jesus pity! — on a. day of cold and drizzle ai 

side of the bitter zeal 
tanddecay. 

A month had passed yet their remained a murder smell that stung and stained 
On flats and alleys—over all—it hung on battered roof and wall, 
On wreck and rubbish scattered thick, on sullen steps and pitted brick. 
And when I came where thirteen died it shrivelled up my heart I sighed 

Then my moistened Hps grew dry. I had heard an answering sigh. 
There in a ghostly pool of blood a crumpled phantom hugged the mud: 
"Once there lived a hooligan. A pig came up and away he ran. 
Here lies one in Mood and bones, who lost his Hie for throwing stones." 
More voices rose. I turned and saw three corpses forming, red and raw, 
From dirt and stone. Each upturned face stared unseeing from its place: 
"Behind this barrier, blighters three, we scrambled back and made to flee. 

Then from left and right they came, more mangled corpses bleeding lame, 
Holding their wounds they chose their ground, ghost by ghost without a 
sound, 
And one stepped forward soiled and white: "A bomber LI travelled light 
— Four pounds of nails and gelignite about my person hid so well 
They seemed to vanish where I fell. 
When the bullet stopped my breath a doctor sought the cause of death. 
He upped my shirt undid my fly. Twice he moved my limbs awry, 
And noticed nothing. By and by, a soldier with a sharper eye 
Beheld the four elusive rockets staffed in my shirt and trouser pockets. 
Ves they must be strict with us, even in death so treacherous!" 

That spectre faded in his turn. A harsher stirred and spoke in scorn. 
"The shame is theirs in word and d£ed who prate of justice, practice greed, 
And act in ignorant fury—then, officers and gentlemen, 

tc>! 
Does it i 
Law that lets them caught red-handed, halt the game and leave it stranded, 
Summon up a sworn inquiry and dump their conscience in the diary. 

The thing is rapidly arranged: Where's the law that can't be changed? 
The news is out the troops were kind. Impartial justice has to find. 
We'd be dive and well today if we had let them have their way 
Yet England even as you lie, you give the facts that you deny. 
Spread the lie with all your power—ail thaf s left; its turning sour. 
Friend and stranger bride and brother, son and sister, fattier mother, 
All not blinded by your smoke, photographer's who caught your stroke, 
The Priests that blessed our bodies, spoke and wagged our blood in the 
world's face. 
The truth will out to your disgrace." 

The group was silent once again. It seemed the moment to explain 
That sympathetic politicians say our violent traditions, 
Backward looks and bitterness keep us in this dire distress. 
We must forget and look ahead, nurse the living not the dead. 
My words died out A phantom said: 
"Here lies one who breathed his last firmly reminded of the past. 
A tiooper did it on one knee; in tones of brute authority." 
That harsher spirit who before had flushed with anger, spoke once more: 
"Simple lessons cut most deep. This lesson inrowr hearts we keep: 
Penmaeiotv-pvotest, arguments, the milder forms of violence, 
Earn nothing bat polite neglect England the way to your respect 
Is via murderous force it seems; you push us to your own extremes. 
You condescend to hear us speak only when we slap your cheek. 
And yet we lack the last technique. 
Werap for order with agun, the issues simplify to one 
Then your democracy insists you mustn't talk to terrorists! 
White and yellow, black and bhie have learnt their history from you. 
Divide and rain, muddle through. Not principle***! politic. 
— In strengttv perfidious; weak, a trick to make good men a trifle sick. 
We speak inwour is. Behold this mess. My curse upon your politesse." 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

Pathway to peace 
"THE REACTION of the British government to these 
developments (the alectlons of Bobby Sanda, Klernan 
Doherty and later Garry Adams] was to use exclusion 
order* against Sinn F6ln's elected representatives to 
prevent them from speaking in Britain, to change the 
electoral taw, and to supprees real dtocuseton by 

1072, 

will not 

h w ® BHwlat®! is banned from the 
Mm. The IRA 

Surely tliel mucit Is now deer.... 
if Britain 

Extract from an letter from Danny Morrison published 
In TTlCiA • IfwriAnAfi/J f̂if 111 s fit? fflwp&flWFIi 

„ ["The Provisionals are § 
known to h i w almost unlimited stocks of wsspons 
and explosives; In time will replenish tholr arsenals In 
Belfast from stores In the border areas and Inside the 
Irish Republic.'' The Times 

"Whatever structures [In North-
may be designed in the future, they must 

Into the British parliamentary system." The 

["The army has 
province supporting the Water 

Defence Regiment and the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 
Senior officers could use many moreto combat the 

than ever." The Times 

| Brian Mawhinney, Conservative 
has been appointed Security 

Minister for Northern Ireland. He will oversee the ao-
tlvftles of the policeand army. In ths past the army has 
been reluctant to take Instruction from ministers who 
do not represent the Defence Department. As more 
British soldiers die In Northern Ireland and ths cost of 
defence exceeds the budget It will be Interesting to see 
how Mr Mawhinney copes with the state's armed fac-
tions within Northern Ireland. 

w w m w i i i t w i i i a "Government sources also con-
firmed that informal discussions would bs hold with 
ths (tins Ulster Unionist MPs in the run-up to poMng 
day, to discuss their demands in the event of the 
Tories tailing to win an overall majority." The Times 

iwrwaaaawwawiasJThe British Army and the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary do not admit liability but 
they pay compensation. The budget was £20 million 
for 1991 but they paid out E33 million for the harm they 
did. 

h i « 3 m : ) . - w M I "it should be clear by now that tl.e 
IRA cannot be defeated within the framework of the 
existing taws, ft Is at least as formidable today as it 
was 10 or 20 years ago, ss It demonstrated this week 
by disrupting the life of the metropolis for a whole day 
witha single small well-placed bomb. And it Is not long 
sines they came very near to wiping out the present 
Cabinet." Conor Cruise O'Brien, The Times 

BIRMINGHAM SIX 1A police fund has been set up to 
pay the legal costs of retired Det Sup George Reade 
and three former officers who are being charged with 
perjury and conspiracy to pervert the course of fus-
tics. Over £26,000 has been collected so far with 
another £1,000 from police in Devon and Cornwall, 
whose chief constable headed the Inquiry Into the 
police conspiracy to frame the Birmingham Six. We 
sre Informed that money Is still flooding In to the fund. 
It seems there are more than a few rotten apples in the 
barrel. 

LAST WORD 
"What is a free nation? A free nation ia one which 
M̂AMAflkAAA nlkAAliit* ** imBmm I aiiAi IŜ  IMIUNAI 
possesses aosoiuie control over an its own internal 
resources and sowers, and which haa no restriction 

• M S W S S n i r e I f l W V I I • • • • W • • ^ r I W W M W C M w i l 

upon its-intercourse with all other nations similarly 
circumstanced except the restrictions placed upon It 
fry nature. Is that the case o11reland?" 

• JAMES CONNOLLY, The Worker* Republic 
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ANONN IS ANALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

The ironic fate of the grandson of the man considered one of the greatest English poets 

Sir Waller Raleigh 

HISTORY is filled wi th 

ironies. One of the 
most biting twists of 
fate was the destiny 
of Edmund Spenser's 

tTiindson, William. But to ap-
preciate the irony of the 
Htaation one must understand 
the career and attitudes of Ed-
mund Spenser. 

Spenser is considered one 
f f the greatest of English poets, 
the first major English writer to 
emerge after Chaucer. Born in 
London around 1552, he had 
achieved a minor l i terary 
reputation by the time he be-
came secretary to Lord Grey of 
Wilton. When Lord Grey was 
appointed Lord Deputy of 
Ireland in 1580, Spenser ac-
companied him. 

" h i s was dur ing the 
Elizabethan wars of conquest 
and colonisation and Spenser 
•••.as a witness, among other 
atrocities, to the massacre at 
Smerwick [see this column, 
November 1989]. Spenser, for 
all his 'poetic soul', had no 
sympathies with the Irish. It 
• as Spenser who coined the 
phrase 'mere Irish' . He 
-defended Grey and justified 
the Smerwick massacre in his 
-prose w o r k A View of the 

Present State of Ireland, which 
was not published until 1633. 
In his eyes, the Irish were un-
civilised barbarians; savages 
who had to be conquered and 
driven from the land so that 
English settlers could create a 
'New Eden'. He deplored 
those English w h o 'went 
native', married Irish and 'so 
far forgot their sensibilities as 
took to the native barbarous 
tongue and custom'. 

In Irish eyes Spenser was 
simply a brutal English official, 
and an apologist for their 
policies of conquest and confis-
cation. 

In the wake of the defeat of 
the Irish in 1583, the Govern-
ment of Elizabeth I returned to 
a scheme first devised in the 
reign of Mary (1553-58) - a 
scheme of plantation in which 
the native Irish would be ex-
pelled from their lands and 
English colonists would be 
p l a n t e d ' on them. U n d e r 

Mary, the exper iment had 
been tried in the counties of 
Leix and Offaly but proved un-
successful because not enough 
English colonists could be per-
suaded to move to Ireland. 

The English Government 
now turned their attention to 

the province of Munster and 
some 574,628 (English) acres 
were confiscated and then par-
celled out to 'chief colonists' in 
lots ranging from 12,000 to 
4,000 acres. A12,000 acre estate 
could be had from the Govern-
ment on a three year lease at an 
annual rent of £33 6s 8d which, 
after that period would be 
doubled. The colonist had to 
agree to bring 86 families from 
England to work the property 
ai\d undertake that no native 
Irish would be allowed to 
remain on the estate nor be 
employed to work the proper-
ty. Female members of the 
colonists' families, especially 
female heirs, were only to 
marry Englishmen. 

In 1585 Spenser had be-
come deputy to the Clerk of 
Munster and was engaged in 
surveying the confiscated Irish 
lands. It was in the Spring of 
1585 that he came to the valley 
of the Awbeg (Abh-bheag - lit-
tle river). Beside a lake at the 
foot of the Ballyhoura Hills 
stood a castle which had been 
a Ma<! Sheehy stronghold - Kil-
colman Castle. He coveted i t 
However, the castle and estate 
had already been granted to 

Andrew Reade of Faccombe, 
Hampshire, in England. 

Whether Reade was simply 
homesick, whether Spenser 
bribed him, or was able to use 
his influence as clerk to the 
English administrator respon-
s ible for parcel l ing out 
confiscated property, is not 
clear. The fact is that Read 
returned to England and in 
1588 Spenser was able to move 
into Kilcolman Castle and was 
confirmed in ownership of it 
and an estate of over 3,000 
acres on October 26,1590. 

We know that as Spenser 
and his wagons drovv ^ to 
Kilcolman Cast le , a „ rea t 
s t o rm was r ang ing which 
caused the roof to leak. It was 
the same storm which was 
driving the surviving ships of 
the Spanish Armada onto the 
inhospitable western shoreline, 
of Ireland. 

It seems that Spense r ' s 
sister moved into Kilcolman to 
run the house for her brother. 
S p e n s e r ' s f i rs t wi fe , 
Machabyas Chylde had died in 
that year of 1588. Here, at Kil-
colman Castle, Spenser wrote 
much of the work by which he 
w o n his fame in Engl ish 
literary history, including his 

eat epic The Faerie Queene. He 
;an to court Elizabeth Boyle, 

relative of Richard Boyle, one 
oaf the foremost of the English 
colonists in Munster who be-
came the 1st Earl of Cork, and 
wait hailed as 'the first colonial 
mi l l iona i re ' . It w a s the 
courtship of Elizabeth which 
inspired Spenser to write the 
eighty-eight sonnets of Amoret-
ti and his marriage to her in 
1594 inspired his Epithalamiort. 

But it was in 1589 that his 
comrade-in-arms, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, visited him at Kilcol-
m a n . Raleigh h a d been a 
captain under Lord Grey and 
had personally conducted the 
terrible massacre at Smerwick 
on the Dingle Peninsula which 
Spenser had tried to justify. 
Raleigh and Spenser mus t 
have shared a curious com-
radeship of guilt. 

Spenser-showed Raleigh 
the manuscript of the first 
three books of his allegorical 
epic The Faerie Queene. The 
work was conceived in twelve 
books. Raleigh, a poet and 
prose writer himself, was im-
pressed and urged Spenser to 
accompany him to London to 
arranged for the publication of 
t h e work . Fu r the rmore , 
Rale igh , who was then a 
f a v o u r i t e of El izabeth , 
promised to introduce him at 
cour t . This he d id and 
Elizabeth received Spenser 
with favour and order a life 
pension of £50 a year for the 
poet. 

These years saw the publi-
cation of many works by 
Spenser which were well 
received in England. It was die 
period when he wrote Colin 

Clouts C'ome Home Again, a long 
allegorical pastoral poem with 
a strong autobiographical ele-
ment for it begins with the visit 
of Raleigh to Kilcolman. 

But time was running out 
for Spenser and his fellow 
English colonists in Munster. 
There had been continued un-
rest in Ulster following the 
suppression of the Irish in 
Munster. Resistance to the 
English gathered and con-
cent ra ted b e h i n d the 
personal i ty of 
H u g h O 'Ne i l l 
( 1 5 5 0 - 1 6 1 6 ) , 
Earl of Tyrone, 
who had been 
raised in 
England f r o m 
the age of nine 
and brought u p 
in the 'reformed 
re l ig ion ' . O'-
Neill n o w 
proved an able 
and a s t u t e 
leader of t h e 
Irish people. Of-
f i c i a 1 1 y 
p roc la imed a 
traitor in Newry 
in 1595, O'Neill 
led the Irish in 
his f i r s t , open 
battle at Clontibret which was 
an Irish victory. The English 
were commanded by Sir John 
Norr is , Lord Pres iden t of 
Munster, friend and former su-
perior of Spenser. 

In August, 1598, came the 
famous Irish victory at. Yellow 
Ford, the biggest defeat ever 
suffered by the English armies 
in Ireland. 

Now the entire country was 
in arms against the conquerors 
and colonists. O'Neill had is-
sued a decree declaring the 
plantations to be unlawful. 

On October 16, 1598, the 
Munster clan, the Mac Sitigh 
(MacSheehy), decided to re-
store their lands at Kilcolman. 
Spenser, who was nominated 
Sheriff of Cork, and his family, 
and their retinue, were in the 
castle when the MacSheehys 
launched their attack. That Kil-
colman was d e f e n d e d is 
recorded in a reference that 
one Eamonn MacSheehy was 
killed in the attack, and the fact 
that the castle was bumed. 

However, Spenser and his 
wife escaped and reached the 
English stronghold at Mallow. 
Many years later Ben Johnson 
remarked that Spenser's flew 
born child had been burnt in 
the castle. It seems likely, too, 
that the last six books of The 
Faerie Queene perished in the 
flames for, while Spenser 
referred to them, they were 
never found. What the exact 
facts were, or how precisely 
Spenser escaped, will never be 
known. We know that the last 
view Spenser had of his 
erstwhile castle and estate, and 
indeed the world of Munster, 
was of flames and destruction. 

His death 
was perhaps 

due to the 
the loss of 
the last six 

books of his 
epic The 
Faerie 
Queene 

Many of his 'fellow English 
colonists and their retinues did 
not make the safety of the 
English forts. Old grudges 
were paid in full. 

The poet's vision of a 'New 
E n g l a n d ' a r i s ing in the ' 
p l easan t , fer t i le land of 
M u n s t e r , had ab rup t ly 
vanished as the natives began 
to reassert their freedom. 

From Cork to England went 
Spenser and his family. The 
following year Spenser, living 

in London, died 
' for wan t . of 
bread', accord-
ing to Ben 
Johnson. This 
seems unlikely 
for Spenser had 
his pens ion 
from Elizabeth, 
royal patronage 
anda reputation 
f rom his pub-
lished works to 
s u s t a i n h i m 
t h r o u g h the 
crisis. More like-
ly, his death was 
due to the shock 
and loss of a 
purpose to life; 
perhaps the loss 
of the last, s ix 

books of his epic The Faerie 
Queene. 

But wherefore the irony of 
which I spoke at the begin-
ning? 

A few years later, after the 
Irish defeat at Kinsale in 1601, 
E l izabe th Boyle Spenser 
returned to Cork, obviously 
under the protection of her 
relative Richard Boyle, the Earl 
of Cork. At Kilcolman Castle, 
S p e n s e r ' s son grew u p to 
marry and have a son called 
William. 

In the 1650s, however, Wil-
liam Spenser, grandson of the 
poet, was not only an Irish-
speaker but a Catholic as well, 
and deemed by the Cromwel-
lian administration to be one of 
the 'mere Irish' so despised by 
his grandfather. In fact, and 
here is the i rony, William 
Spense r was o rde red to 
t ransplant into Connaught , 
being an 'Irish Papist ' , his 
lands were confiscated by the 
new generation of Englishcon-
querors. 

In 1657 William Spenser 
was moved to write a letter'to 
Cromwell pleading for exemp-
tion, claiming that he had not 
taken part in the 1641 uprising 
against England and, i 
more, that he would renounce 
Catholicism if he was given 
back his estate. Cromwell 
referred the matter to hisson, 
Henry, then Lord Deputy in 
Ireland. But there is no 
evidence that William Spenser, 
the 'Irish Papist', 
reinstated in the lands f 
English grandfather^ 
seized from thgj f*^*^ 
Irish ownert,t 

W.'u 


