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Council loses Brownie points for job d5- - = s 

EMPLOYMENT 
Democrat reporter 

BELFAST City Council 
was last month found 
guilty of discriminating 

against Catholic applicants 
for a top social services job 
by awarding the successful 
Protestant applicant extra 
points for her participation 
in the Brownies as a child. 

The council became the 
fifth Unionist-controlled 
authority in eight months to 
be found guilty of religious 

discrimination in its employ-
ment practices when its ap-
pointment of a Protestant 
woman over f ive better-
qualified Catholics was 
ruled illegal by the Fair 
Employment Tribunal in Be 

Compensation payments, 
which will be decided by a 
special tribunal hearing are 
thought likely to be substan-
tial. 

The case concerned the 
city council's appointment of 
a senior community services 
officer over two years ago. 
Five of thejCatholics who ap-

plied, all of whom were 
passed over in favour of a 
less well-qualified Protes-
tant with less relevant ex-
perience, took their case to 
the tribunal under the 1989 
Fair Employment Act. Like 
the woman who got the job, 
all five then worked for the 
city council. 

One of the Catholic ap-
plicants had a degree in 
education, a post-graduate 
diploma in education, a 
postgraduate certifcate in 
youth and community ser-
vices and a master's degree in 

social policy, planning and 
administration. 

The woman, who got the 
job had five "junior" passes, 
one GCE 'O' Ljevel, typing 
qualifications and a youth 
and community work 
diploma which had been 
awarded without an ex-
amination. 

She won through because 
the selection procedure had 
been structured so that 
education and qualifications 
made up only 7.5 per cent of 
possible marks. In addition, 
tke interview chair awarded 

her higher maTks for ex-
perience than two of tfie five 
unsuccessful Catholic ap-
plicants, each of whom had 
three timers as much ex-

The tribunal was unspar-
ing in its criticism of the 
council's distubingly bizarre 
appointment procedures. 

"In the face of the very 
many years' professional ex-
perience of many candidates 
with degrees and 
professsional qualifications 
and post-graduate achieve-
ments, it }s difficult to com-

prehend how anyone might 
assess a child's time in die 
Brownies deserving of 
marks," the tribunal ruled. 

, "We must look to the in-
terviews for the explanation 
for the selection of the least 
qualif ied and least ex-
perienced officer for this 
senior post," it commented. 

In the wake of last 
month's judgement, the Fair 

sued an appeal to local coun-
cils in the Six Counties to 
implement fair employment 
practices.* 

IRISH ELECTION 
Martin Moriarty 

LABOUR LOOKS 

set to join Fian-
na Fail in a 
c o a l i t i o n 
g o v e r n m e n t 

later this month after in-
tensive negotiat ions 
between the two parties 
th roughout the 
Christmas period. 

Prospects for a left-
right "rainbow coalition" 
of Labour, Democratic 
Left and Fine Gael even-
tually evaporated last 
month when DL's Eric 
Byrne just failed to retain 
his, D£il seat by five votes 
on the 13th recount, leav-
ing the potential alliance 
one seat short of a 
majority. 

babour leader Dick 
Sf^fai^had been original-
ly intent on taking the 

j A f 
l i s i ^ 

government, if for no 
other reason than to en-
sure it would be in no 
position to pick up anti-
Labour votes in a future 
election if everything 
went sour. 

But despi te Fianna 
Fail's expensive negative 
campaigning against 
Labour in the election, 
and Dick Spring 's 
denunciations of govern-
ment corruption at the 
beef industry tribunal, 
negotiations on the for-
mation of a 
government appeared to 
proceed with surprising 
smoothness last month. 

Labour was expected 
to emerge from the talks 
with six o i j h e 15 new 
ministries I n the new 

rnment, including 
ign Affairs, which 

' i , ry j . 

ive Mr Spring a 
role in any future 
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E D I T O R I A L 

Sir Patrick's 
old thinking 

PERHAPS Northern Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew's explanation last month of 
how the British government might 
respond if republican violence ended ap-
peared to be more interesting than it ac-

tually was because of its timing between 
explosions in the IRA's pre-Christmas offensive. 

Or perhaps it was because the Unionists were 
so wearisomely swift to take offence. The UUP's 
Ken Maginnis demanded the re-introduction of 
internment, the Alliance's John Alderdice called 
Sir Patrick "superficial and disappointing" and 
the DUP's Peter Robinson — no surprises here — 
dubbed the speech a "surrender" which would be 
repudiated by the entire Unionist community. 

But the very stridency of their denunciation of 
the Northern Secretary should not lead anyone to 
see more in Sir Patrick's speech at Coleraine 
University than there actually was. 

The core of his announcement was that a 
republican renunciation of violtnce (not a short-
term ceasefire) would be reciprocated by a pos-
sible shelving of six-county emergency 
legislation, the return of the British Army to a gar-
rison role and a seat at any further talks for Sinn 
F£in. 

This is simply a re-statement of the 
government's policy that it will not negotiate 
with "terrorists". The line has always been that 
once "terrorists" stop being "terrorists", the 
government will sit down and chat. 

It's not good enough. The republican move-
ment has not "excluded itself" from negotiations. 
It has been shut out by the British government it-
self. And so long as the government keeps the 
door as firmly closed as it is at the moment, decla-
rations by its spokespeople that it is genunely in-
terested in peace have the unmistakeable sound 
of collective tongue in cheek. 

Equally importantly, Sir Patrick's assertion" 
that if a majority were to emerge for reunification 
in the North "the government would not prove an 
obstacle to a united Ireland" hardly constitutes 
new thinking. It is nothing but the flawed "unity 
by consent" formula so useful for international 
consumption, and so easy to utter for a man confi-
dent that a democratic majority within the Six 
Counties can never emerge for the dissolution of 
the statelet since that was the very basis on which 
partition was established in the first place. 

And all of this remains within the framework 
of the joint executive authority solutions current-
ly favoured in Stormont Castle, as Sir Patrick him-
self admitted. "The government is pledged to 
return as much responsibility as possible 
['responsibility', not 'democraticcontror, notice] 
into the hands of local politicians, within a wider 
framework of stable relationships.'' 

None of this sounds very different. But there 
are other options. The truth is thatSir Patrick has 
the initiative. Instead of waiting for the 
republicans to move, let him see how swiftly 
politics would open up in the event of a British 
declaration of intent to withdraw. Given that the 
current approach hasn't delivered a peaceful set-
tlement, isn't it time he tried a genuinely new 
one? 

M M 
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HEADLINES 

J s 
step to early release' 
COLLUSION 

Martin Moriarty 

THE transfer of British 
Army double agent Brian 
Nelson from Belfast 's 

Crumlin Road prison to an un-
named English jail has raised-
fears that it may turn out to be 
the prelude to an early release 
from his 10-year sentence for 
conspiracy to murder imposed 
one year ago. 

The.most senior British 
Army spy among the loyalist 
paramilitaries, Nelson was the 
then-legal UDA's intelligence 
officer for two years prior to 
his arrest in 1990 as part of the 
Stevens inquiry into collusion 
between pro-British killer 
gangs and members of the 
police and army. 

According to BBC 
television's Panorama, Nelson 
was directly involved in 10 
murders, attempted murders 

, n g a -

and conspiracies to murder, al-
though t«K> charges of murder 
against him were dropped in a 
las t -minute pre-trial deal 
which ensured he would not 
give evidence in court. 

SDLP justice spokesperson 
Seamus Mallon denounced the 
transfer last month. 

"I am very concerned that 
once again someone who acted 
as an informer and who was 
convcted of very serious 
crimes has been moved in this 

way, because I believe that this 
surreptitious move is the first 
step on the way to his release," 
he charged. ; 

Sinn F6in president Gerry 
Adams pointedbut that he had 
issued a statement- several 
months ago aliegmgthat Nel-
son was to be featisferred 
before the end of the year as a 
prelude to early release. 

Nelson's wife and family: 
have already been moved to 
England. 

Labour-Fianna Fail 
bleak economic prospects 
• From p1 
talks on the future of Northern 
Ireland. The party was also 
pushing for the creation of a 
new Department for Equality, 
which would include the 
rights of women, children, 
travellers and disabled people 
in its remit and take over some 
of the work currently under-
taken by the departments of 
the Taioseach, Justice, Educa-
tion and Labour. 

Negotiations also high-
lighted the need for a new 
referendum to lift the constitu-
tional ban on divorce, abortion 
legislation to reflect last year's 
Supreme Court judgement in 
the "X" case and the long-
delayed decriminalisation of 

gay male sex, four years after 
the European Court of Human 
Rights ruled against 19th cen-
tury legislation outlawing sex 
between men in the case 
brought by Senator David 
Norris. 

The divorce referendum 
has already been pencilled in 
for Spring 1994, which would 
give the new government long 
enough to prepare more suc-
cessfully than it did for the sub-
stantive abortion referendum 
on which it was defeated last 
year. 

It is down to Labour's par-
ticipation in the talks that the 
package of so-called "liberal" 
issues has been put together, 
despite the sensitivities of 

some Fianna Failers, although 
many in the party believe it is 
only by embracing: the liberal 
agenda that they can hope to 
regain the urban ground they 
so dramatically lost to Labour 
last year. 

But the key issue will be 
tackling the economic crisis in 
the state against a backdrop of 
very bleak prospects indeed. 

The December unemploy-
ment figure is likely to have 
reached 300,000, the highest-
ever since independence, and 
the Department of Finance is, 
said to be projecting a 34,000 
monthly rise in the jobless fig-
ure throughout this year. Such 
an increase would mean an 
extra £100 million in social 

welfare payments at a time 
when the Department is un-
derstood to be looking for be-
tween £600 and £700 million 
public spending cuts in line 
with the deflationary aims of 
the Maastricht Treaty, to 
which Fianna F£il and Labour 
both remain committed. 

That would leave the new 
coalition with very little room 
to manoeuvre, especially with 
interest rates as high as they 
currently are in what is likely 
to prove a vain effort to stave 
off devaluation. What happens 
in these circumstances t o 
Labour's manifesto commit-
ments to spend more on health 
services, social welfare and 

CORK 
Jim Savage 

CORK has suffered its 
worst single year since 
the 1960s, with official 

unemployment figures now 
standing at just under 30,000, 
almost 4,000 more than a year 
ago, aRd rising. 

It has not been immune 
from the nationwide collapse 
in the mini-computer market, 
with the loss of over 200jobs at 
Western Digital in Kilbarry In-
dustrial Park in November, 
which the company blamed on 
the losses it had clocked up in 
the last two years. 

Those at the front line deal-
ing with the enormous social 
problems caused by un-
emptoyment.see little hope erf 
any improvement. Employ-
meat in agriculture is -a 

more bodies into the bloated 
labour market. 

All over Cork city, poverty 
is rampant and teenagers who 
cannot remember their parents 
ever having had work are 
resigningjhemselves to a 
lifetime of unemployment and 
all die misery that goes with it 
— rising crime, drugs and 
male ana female prostitution. 

Towns and villages 
throughout the county are 
trapped in the same 
downward spiral. 

The president of the Cork 
Council of Trade Unions says 
that the official unemployment 
figures do not reflect the real 
situation, whichhe says is even 

even 
as a 

the authority's finances into 
their own hands by agreeing to 

t h e establishment of a 
statutory Estimates Commit-
tee. In December 1991, the 
council only passed the city es-
timates by a single vote under 
threat of abolition when the 
government warned it would 
appoint an administrator to 
run the city. 

Cork's depressing housing 
crisis has only got sharper,, 
with waiting lists in the city 

jnow standing at 1,700 ap-
plicants, with 40 new names 

I added to the lists every week. 
Over 1,000 patients are 

awaiting orthopaedic surgery 
in the Southern Health Board 
region, 8Q0ofthem in the city 
area, 230 of which are 

idfesperate for urgent hip opera' 
:ttons. 

But cash-starved- manage* 
into its lament ate now | 

mL^' 
debts 

public wards and operating;, 
theatres for their own private 
patients at the health board?». 
expense. 

Government grants last 
year to University College-
Coik were slashed from 80per 
cent of the budget to just over 
50 per cent while income from 
tuition fees has been doubled; 

fin the college's- annual 
report, president Michael Mor-
tell said that in the long tennj it 
could seriously affect the 
quality of education onoffer at 

The town of Youghal is now 
jobless. The total of jobs lost in 
less than a decade reached 9W 
in December when Btyant 
Rubber (Mfurafectaring): Ltd 
closed its doors for the last 
time. The US-owned plant 
shut down after 11 years in 
buainessintheE 
clotfHwranether 

I tfEMOC R A T 

I N T I M I D A T I O N O F L A W Y E R S 

SCOTLAND 

D U R A B I L I T Y 

SUMMIT 

THE COSt ,OF THE glabra arising Icom the bombing 
of Baltic Exchange in tha City of LondoalMsexcaeded 
the total of explosions in Northern Ireland for the last 
25 yMCS. Jha claim ao far exceeds £800 million. The 
Corporation of London, which owns city property 
worth £6 billion, has toast) informed bythe Association 
of British Insurers thai It is no Jangsr covsrad for acts 
of terrorism. Thay ststsd that terrorist bombings were 
potiUcsl acta .directed towards influencing the 
government and therefore the government should 
pay. The government has announced that since 1969 
over £657 million has been paid out in compensation 
in Northern Ireland. It covers the damage caused by 
10,000explosions. An additional £220 million was paid 

1 in criminal damage. £47 million has been paid since 
April 1992. The 1992-93 estimate Is £38 million for 
Northern Ireland alone. The Independent and The 

< Times 

•3BwiftMsia:|a««;iaaa "Since the IRA is trying to 
affect British public and hence political opinion, It 
makes tactical sense for it to strike In Britain as much 
as possible .... Told that it hasn't worked, the IRA 
reply that it hasn't worked — yet" David McKlttrick, 
Independent on Sunday 1992 APPEAL 

Thanks for 
page report to the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations concerning 'the ongoing intimidation 
of lawyers In Northern Ireland by elements within the 
police fonca.' The report alleges that police officers 
who threaten detainees often refer to the Belfast 
solicitor Patrick Finucsne who was murdered in 
February 1989. Only three weeks before his murdsr, 
British government minister Douglas Hogg publicly 
stated (and refused to retract) that In Northern Ireland 
'a number of solicitors' were 'unduly sympathetic to 
the Irish Republican Army'. Finucane was killed by a 
British Army weapon, sold to a loyalist paramilitary 
group, according to evidence revealed at the inquest 
His murder has also been linked to the Nelson case. 
Nelson was the UDA's intelligence officer until his 
conviction In February 1992. For 10 years he acted as 
an agent for the British Army's Fisld Research 
UniLNB In November 1991 a dossier of 268 cases of 
alleged JIMreatmant of detainees was submitted to 
tha UN's Commission on Torture. These casss in-
volve 143 instencaa in which RUC officers allegedly 
made dsirtb threateagalnst a detainee's solicitor. 

WEMADE1T! Withasplendid 
final spurt, the 1992 appeal 
brought in,over £600 in the last 
four weeks, taking our total for 
the year to over £6,400. Thank 
you to everyone who donated 
in, 1992 to keep the cause of 
British disengagement on the 
road. 

And thanks to all those who 
havegjven over the last four 
wcssksi 
H Smith £25, CC £30, Bill £5/1 
CRourke £3, Collection at 
Conway Hall £21.17, C Mc-
Liam £15, >T Moore £10, KKil-
ioran £5, M Brennan £5, Raffle 
at .Mellows dinner £152.25, U 
McEoin £5, FHO £12.50, J Jen-
nings £25, banker's orders 
£135-89. The ;following all 
doMtted in memory of Paddy 
Bond: TDonaghyt£5;'DJ<errer 
£125, A Higgins £20, F Rushe 
£2ft Construction Safety Cam-

^ B B j B I E Q E S H l "Chief constables are account-
able only to the law for their operations. They are not 
servants of the local authority." Hugh Anneslsy, 
Chief Constable of the Royal Ulster Constsbulsriy, 
The Guardian 

I J » i y w » l l « T i n "Sir Patrick Mayhew, the North-
ant M M M secretary, said yesterday that'hs did not 
believe §iiui Fein was an organisation 'actively and 
primarily involved in terrorism'." TOTAL: £699.81 

1992 TOTAL: £6-,408.52 

Di AR Y DATES 

led by cross-party pressure 
group Scotland United. 

In the biggest protest in the 
country in over 10 yean, mar-
chers demanded die re-estab-
lishment of the Scottish 
paiHament, prorogued in 
1707 on the Act of Union. 

Elsewhere around the 
summit, the British AntL-
Maastricht Alliance and die 
- •• V - : •-

Danish June Movement 
launched a new European 
Anti-Maastricht Alliance to 
oppose the hnplementaticu 
of the treaty. 

The new coalition is 
pledged to "preserve the na-
tions of Europe and uphold 
the principles of self-govern-

** '»•<«• Vfe »••-
' ' . I. 



L E T T E R S 

Defending 
Politicus 
I MUST leap to the defence of 'Once more, it's all about 
appeasing German Imperialism' (World Comment by 
Politicus, Irish Democrat, November 92) after Joe 
Murphy's attack on Popular Frontlsm, as he calls It 
(Letters, December 92). 

He is right, of course, that the British left has suffered 
colossal damage at the hands of Tebblt el a/since 1979. 
This has weakened British democracy at Its very source 
and consequently weakened the Tory anti-federalists' 
own position vls-a-vis Euro-federalism. 

Now we must agree on two things. First, that the 
re-establishment of democracy is priority number one, 
and second, that a severely weakened left in Britain 
cannot as yet achieve the task of extending democracy 
alone. 

Joe is accurate enough in his assessment of the 
article that there is a need for a broad alliance to block 
the way to the increasingly alarming and burgeoning 
federal fascism of European politics. 

But in rejecting such an alliance, he reveals a blind 
spot that plays straight into the hands of the Tory far 
right which now holds power in Britain. His view also 
indicates a lack of confidence in the left's ability to fight 
and win a broad campaign based upon democratic 
demands. It is only on such a broad front that we on the 
left may take the wind out of Tebbit's sails. 

Such a victory is as important now as it was in the 
1930s struggle against Hitlerism. Maastricht spells the 
death of democracy and freedom as we know it. 

Leo Dreapir 
London SE25 

There's a hole in your thinking 
WHILE AGREEING with the main thrust of Bobbie 
Heatley's argument (Irish Democrat November 92), I 
would take Issue with his assertion that the 
anti-Maastricht group within the British Tory Party have 
as part of their agenda the re-conquest of the twenty-six 
counties of Ireland. 

He is quite correct to point out that the British ruling 
class has psychologically failed to grasp the reality of 
Irish political independence. It is also true that the 
proposals being floated for joint authority are an out-
rageous affront to democracy (although I do not agree 
that they would mean Britain was governing the whole 
of Ireland). I would agree that the pro-federalist wing of 
the Tory Party are more laid back about a diminution of 
their sovereignty over the north of Ireland and certainly 
there is a logic to the little Englanders who are most 
hostile to Maastricht also being most concerned about 
preserving the UK state. But there seems to me to be a 
hole in the argument that an integrating Europe is likely 
to increase London's control over what takes place in 
Dublin. Perhaps he could elaborate? 

Conor Foley, 
London SE24 
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11t's the British taxpayer who's footing the bill 

The real costs of this 
fag-end of empire 
PETER 
MULLIGAN 
does some sums 
about the British 
presence 

THERE ARE two extremes 
in Northern Ireland. On 
one side there are the 

working class on the Falls 
Road and the Shankill Road 
living in their terraces and 
hoping for better times, both 
thinking that the other side are 
somehow denying this to 
them. 

This is what the British 
media have been telling the 
world for the last 20 years. And 
of course this is what the 
British government want them 
to believe. Two distinct groups 

in their respective ghettoes 
thinking that if the other side 
go away or are defeated at least 
morally then the world will see 
the injustice and peace will be 
restored and better times will 
come. 

Reality is quite different 
from the dream. The dream is, 
like the stage Irish created by 
the media, a figment of a media 
policy built up over many 
years. 

Talk of warring tribes is talk 
of imperial policy at work. 
Talk of peace being restored if 
the other side give in is to ac-
cept the conqueror's dictum -
divide and rule. 

That is what Britain has 
done in Ireland. Identified the 
divisions and set them at each 
other's throat. The rest of Ire 
land paid the price with the 
civil war. Northern Ireland is 
paying the price with another 
war. 

As a weapon of war, divide 
and rule is still a favourite. The 

, _ i r ' 
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Israelis use the Christian 
against Moslem card. The 
South African government use 
Inkatha against the ANC. One 
side is always given the im-
pression they are the preferred 
choice. They all live in the same 
type of houses and at the end 
of the day they will have to live 
together. But while a third 
party controls the arms and the 
purse strings they will be at 
each other's throat. 

The third party of course al-
ways claims that they are there 
as some kind of peace keeping 
force, and it is the warring fac-
tions that cannot agree among 
themselves. The imperial war 
game is >foot. The old imperial 
tricks are still the best tricks. 

It is all a great diversion 
from the real controller and 
from the real paymaster. The 
British government controls 
what goes on in Northern 
Ireland. Britain pays with hard 
cash and the lives of its soldiers 
to maintain that control. 

But there are now indica 
tion that, while the continuing 
toll of dead squaddies builds 
up it is the financial factor that 
is making the British govern-
ment take a long hard look at it 
policy. 

The RUC cost £500 million 
annually, second only after the 
Metropolitan Police. The cost 
of the British troops in Ireland 
is currently running at £210 
million a year—but this comes 
under the Ministry of Defence 
budget, so that's okay. The 
Maze with 420 inmates costs 
£80 million a year to run and 
the prison service in the colony 
has 1300 prisoners with 3,000 
officers to look after them costs 
double that of the Maze — but 
that is under the Home Office 
budget so that's okay. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, is responsible for a 
staff of29,000civil servants. He 
has a budget of £7.03 billion. 
But where is all this money 

spent? Are the working cla..,» 
on the Fall Road or the Shankill 
Road receiving any? 

In total contrast to the run-
down Shankill there is on the 
outskirts of Belfast many big 
houses. In these houses live the 
rich businessmen of Northern 
Ireland. 

They are really well off. The 
war seldom touches them. For 
them there is no recession for 
they receive large subsidies 
from the British taxpayer to 
keep, a certain percentage at 
least, employed in the war 
zone. 

If their business if 
destroyed or damaged by 
bombs they have only to com-
plete the required documenta-
tion to receive compensation 
from the British taxpayer and 
they start up again with new 
equipment and an even bigger 
subsidy. 

Excluding the cost of the 
security forces, the economy is 
subsided by the British exche-
quer to the tune of £2 billion 
annually. 

The fact that some 40 per 
cent of employees now work in 
the public sector has led some 
civil servants to question such 
a "dependency culture". 

There is talk that the 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland is now looking at the 
block grants with a view to cut-
ting back and saving the 
British taxpayer a few bob. He 
has the power to say who gets 
the block grants and how 
much. 

The big question is: will his 
new budget upset the well-off 
business community or can 
they continue to depend on the 
generosity of the British tax-
payer to keep them in the man-
ner to which they have become 
accustomed? 

Now that the British public 
are paying the price of the 
Tory-inspired recession it is 
another case to look again a* 
this fag end of empire. 

I R I S H D E M O C R A T J a n u a r y 1 9 9 3 p a g e 4 "'jam. 
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WORLD COMMENT BY POLITICUS 
• *> 

IsSSSpepJF' 

enters the White House 

• Which way will he jump? 

BILL CLINTON'S as-
sumpt ion of the US 
Presidency is one of the 

hopeful signs for 1993. At least 
George Bush, the man respon-
sible for the mass slaughter of 
the Basra Road, has been 
rejected by the American elec-
torate. 

Clinton gave commitments 
to the Irish-American com-
munity that he would look 
favourably on moves towards 
a united Ireland. He promised 
to appoint a special envoy to 
the North. 

He may have got the 
measure of the British govern-
ment when the news leaked 
out last month that the Foreign 
Office had co-operated with 
the Bush camp's dirty tricks 
department in trying to find 
out on how Clinton had be-
haved as a young student in 
Oxford. 

Clinton is likely to adopt 
neo-Keynesian policies to 
stimulate the depressed 
American economy. He says 
he will look critically at the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement, which US Labour 
is worried about. 

In foreign policy the vogue 
word of the Clinton ad-
ministration is likely to be 
"democracy," just as it was 
"human rights" in Carter's 
day. There is likely to be an 
acute s t ruggle over what 
"democracy" is to mean for 
foreign policy. 

Will "democracy" be used 
to sanction US interventionism 
as policeman for big capitalism 
around the world? 

. Will Clinton allow himself, 
for example, to be pressed into 
acting the big bully towards 
Cuba? Or into beefing up 

funds for the government-
sponsored National Endow-
ment for Democracy, which 
finances global activity by US 
client groups? 

The big American corpora-
tions will seek to mould the 
Clinton administration into 
being as compliant as Bush 
was to their bidding. Cor-
porate America has powerful 
allies in the "permanent 
government" of the US State 
Department and CIA. 

The first six months of 1993 
will see a struggle to set the 
tone for the next four years of 
American economic and 
foreign policy. 

HOW long can things go on 
as they are in Yeltsin's 
Russia? Russian in-

dustrial production is down 
one-third on two years ago. In-
flation is expected to be over 
1,000 per cent this year. That 
means the purchasing power 
of the rouble will fall in value 
by nine-tenths in 12 months. 
The slump in production, com-
bined with inflationary price 
increases, has plunged mil-
lions into poverty. The elderly, 
the weak and public service 
workers are worst hit. One 
consequence is public 
demoralisation and an ex-
plosion in crime, drug-taking 
and prostitution. 

The intelligentsia and 
white-collar groups whoenter-
tained such fantasies about the 
capitalist "market" are by now 
massively disillusioned. The 
prescriptions for building 
capitalism of all those Western 
academic economists have 
proven utterly disastrous. In-

stead of improving things, the 
economy goes from bad to 
worse. 

The Russian armed forces 
are daily humiliated. Russian 
foreign policy seems to consist 
of doing whatever th^ 
Anericans want, in the hope of 
getting US dollar credits. Thus 
Russia has abandoned its an-
cient Slav ally, Serbia. It rub-
ber-stamps UN authorisation 
for Western intervention in 
Iraq, Bosnia, Somalia and who 
knows how many other places 
down the road. 

Things just cannot go on 
like this without a reaction. 
The political struggle against 
the Yeltsin ministers at the 
December Russian Parliament 
meeting put them on the 
defensive. The judgement of 
Russia's Constitutional Court 
that Yeltsin's banning of the 
Communist Party was illegal 
was a significant Jtep. Theleft-
wing and trade union forces 
are gaining courage to defend 
the people's economic inter-
ests. The same is happening 
elsewhere in Eastern Europe. 

The only way to stop the 
catastrophic fall in production 
is to restore the main features 
of central planning so far as 
heavy industry is concerned. 
This needs to be combined 
with encouraging small busi-
ness and family enterprise in 
the services area and consumer 
goods manufacture. The 
trouble is that the right-wing 
ideologues who currently 
dominate the regimes in most 
of the former East European 
states out-Thatcher Thatcher 
and out-Friedman Friedman in 
their doctrinaire fanaticism. 
But their theories are being ex-
posed for causing a social dis-
aster. 

The most worrying thing in 
those parts is that the economic 
destruction of the former USSR 
gives ever greater encourage-
ment to national tensions. The 
ethnic conflicts evident to date 
may be only the beginning. 

Economic hardship and 
political demagogy can easily 
lead to national minorities 
being used as scapegoats. 
There are 30 million Russians 
alone living beyond the bor-
ders of Russia. Nearly half the 
population of Estonia is Rus-
sian, and the Estonians say 
they canot be citizens unless 
they learn Estonian. 

Millions of other 
nationalit ies live in the 
"wrong" place in the former 
USSR. The Russian Republic it-
self is a federation, with 
numerous nationalities speak-
ing different languages within 
it. 

Formerly all these people 
had equal rights as Soviet 
citizens. Now they are ex-
pected to be loyal Russians, 
loyal Georgians, loyal 
Chechins or whatever. The 
political consequences could 
be explosive. 

Contrast China. Granted 
China is a more homogeneous 
country than Russia- or the 
former USSR. There are some 
national minorities like the 
Tibetans, but most of its 1,000 
million people are Chinese. 
China is currently exploding 
with economic vigour. They 
have had 10 per cent annual 
growth rates for the past few 
years. This means a doubling 
of total national output in less 
than a decade 

In Russia, Gorbachov intro-
duced "glasnost" to stimulate 
"perestroika." Political 
liberalization was to facilitate 
economic restructuring. 

Instead, as some cynic said, 
"glasnost" gave people entitle-
ment to complain, while 
"perestroika" gave them more 
to complain about! 

In China, there has been lit-
tle "glasnost" to date, but there 
has been substantial economic 
reform. 

The Chinese communists 
run a tight political ship. They 
are experimenting with 
economic decentralization and 
encouraging small enterprise. 

It ha^ "iven them huge in-
creases in annual ou tpu t , 
marked improvement in the 
living standards of those teem-
ing millions. 

Is it that they are embracing 
capitalism while calling it com-
munism? You would expect 
capitalist apologists in the 
West to say that. 

But The Economist magazine 
in a recent supplement on 
China said that the most 
dynamic and fast-growing sec-
tor of the Chinese economy 
consisted of co-operatives and 
municipally owned 
enterprises, market-oriented 
but with strong internal 
workers' cohesion, to which 
there is no real parallel in the 
capitalist world. 

If China goes on at the 
present rate it could be the 
world ' s greatest industrial 
power in a generation. 

It is obvious now that the 
transition from capitalism to 
socialism oh a world scale is a 
long and complex process, 
marked by periods of regress 
as well as advance and with 
much interweaving 
throughout of basic elements 
of the two systems. 

That, after all, is how 
feudal ism gave place to 
capitalism over several cen-
turies. 

What is involved is the im-
position of social controls on 
capital — the resources society 
has available for investment — 
so as to get the op t imum 
balance between the general 
social and purely private inter-
est. 

That is not something to be 
worked out from a blueprint. It 
is doubtful indeed if there will 
ever be any final stable 
balance, for technological 
change continually alters it. 
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Hi IOW many people 
I approach the na-
I tional question in 

terms of "-isms"! In-
| stead of thinking of na-

tions and national 
independence first, 
they go on about "na-
tional-ism," usually 
misunderstanding 
where that "-ism" came 
from and blaming it for 
all sorts of nasty things. 
The truth is that na-

tions come before nationalisms and nation states, 
so one should start with what constitutes a nation. 

In the past all people belonged to kinship 
groups — extended families that grouped together 
to form clans or tribes. The kin group and clan 
were the basic political units to which people gave 
their allegiance. Clans and tribes fought and made 
alliances with one another. Even though the clans 
shared a common language, culture and tradition, 
which made for some sense of linguistic and cul-
tural nationality, a national political consciouness 
does not develop until the ties of kinship and clan 
society disappear or at least weaken. In Ireland a 
sense of linguistic and cultural nationality probab-
ly existed for two thousand years or more. But a na-
tional political movement had to wait until clan 
society disappeared. This happened in the 18th cen-
tury when the clan lands were confiscated by 
foreign landlords and the United Irishmen were 
founded as the first national political movement. 

All over the Third World the ties of kinship and 
clan society remain strong to this day. Great num-
bers of people are still only in the early stages of na-
tional self-awareness. Nations evolve historically as 
stable, long-lasting communities of people, sharing 
at least a common language, territory, culture and 
history. Some are ancient, some young, some in 
process of being formed. Like all human groupings 
— for example the family, clan, tribe — they are 
fuzzy at the edges. No neat definition will cover all 
the cases. The practical test is to ask people themsel-
ves. If they have passed beyond the stage of kin-
ship and clan society, people will invariably know 
what nation they belong to. This is the political and 
democratic test too. If a nation desires its inde-
pendence, it should have it. 

The reason why this is so it that democracy can 
normally exist only at the level of the national com-
munity and the nation state. This is because it is 
within the national community alone that there ex-
ists sufficient solidarity, mutual identification and 
mutuality of interest among people as to induce 
minorities freely to consent to majority rule, which 
is the basis of stable government. Abraham Lincoln 
defined democracy as government of the people, by 
the people, for the people. 

But who are the people? The people are normal-
ly the national community, which alone possesses 
the solidarity and mutual identifitation that form 
the basis of shared citizenship. At a minimum this 
solidarity arises from a common language, which 
enables those speaking it to communicate with one 

. another more easily than with people of other na-
tions. 

Such solidarity underpins allegiance to a com-
mon government and people's willingness to 
finance that government's tax and income-transfer 
system. The solidarities that exist within nations do 
not exist between them. That is why the attempt to 
turn the EEC into a Multinational Superstate — a 
kind of jellybowl of nations — is inevitably bound 
to fail. The Brussels people are trying to develop a 
bogus "European" supranationalism, to induce 
people to identify with "Europe" rather than think 
nationally. That is the reason for the flummery of 
an EEC flag, an EEC anthem, EEC passports and car 
number plates. 

But they have not much success. The Germans, 
the French, the Greeks, the Portuguese and the 
Irish will always be German, French, Greek, Por-
tuguese and Irish first before they are "European." 

^mmm, M s i p S m I R I S H D E M O C R A T J a n u a r y 1 9 9 3 p a g e 5 

— 



DEMOCRAT BVOKS 

IN BRIEF 

Essays on the Irish in 
Manchester, Edmund 
and Ruth Frow, 
Working Class 
Movement Library, 
Salford, £2 pbk 

THESE fascinating es-
says explore little-
known areas of working 
class history in the great 
industrial connurbation 
of Manchester in the 19th 
century. 

Many Irish men and 
women participated in 
the radical and revolu-
tionary movements at 
that time, and the Frows 
have done the labour 
movement a great ser-
vice bv bringing together 
such a wealth of factual 
information about the 
often central role of the 
Irish in these events. 

The authorities in 
Britain may have viewed 
Irish people as only fit to 
do hard manual labour, 
building Britain's canal 
and railway newwork, 
but the Frows show that 
many highly intelligent 
Irish people were plot-
ting against the British 
governing classes with 
great success. 

In the 1790s, the 
United Irishmen were ac-
tive in Manchester. John 
Doherty from Donegal 
played a major role in 
the development of trade 
unionism in Manchester 
after 1818. Another 
major radical force was 
the Chartist movement, 
whose leader was the 
charismatic Feargus 
O'Connor. 

The chapter on the 
Fenians and the 
Manchester Martyrs is of 
particular interest, be-
cause Frederick Engels 
was in Manchester and 
following events closely 
with the assistance of his 
close companion Mary 
Burns, who was of Irish 
descent and claimed to 
be in close touch with 
the Fenians. All this was 
reported to Engels' col-
league Karl Marx, who 
took a close interest in in 
the political activities of 
the Irish. 

As the Frows recog-
nise, more research in 
this area is needed. It is 
hoped that Irish Studies 
Groups will follow up 
this useful 
work. SMcG 

Making of a Mountjoy martyr 

1 His execution was a turning point 

Gerard Curran 
Executions, Ulick 
O'Connor, Brandon, 
£12.99 

THIS BOOK contains the 
text of the play Execu-
tions which deals with 

the shooting of Liam Mel-
lows, Rory O'Connor, Dick 
Barrett and Joe McKelvey by 

the Free State Provisional 
Government, on 8 December 
1922. The diaries also in-
cluded in the book were writ-
ten at the time of the play's 
performances in 1985 at the 
Peacock Theatre, Dublin in 
the Conway Mill and Arts 
Theatre, Belfast and at the 
Theatre d'Agen, in the South 
of France. It was a success 
everywhere it was produced. 

The most critical comment 

came in Dublin from Christy 
O'Neill, a former IRA mem-
ber who had been interned. 
Christy felt the play came 
down too heavily on the side 
of the Free State. Rory Fur-
long defended the play point-
ing to the device of the 
Prosecutor, who questions 
General Mulcahy, WT 
Cosgrave, Earnest Blythe and 
Kevin O'Higgins in an ac-
cusatory way about the execu-
tions. Also, adds Furlong, the 
point of view of those op-
posed is given in the D5il 
speeches of Cathal O Shan-
non and Tom Johnson. 

The problem is partly 
caused by the point in time 
taken by the playwright for 
the start of the play. This was 
the order by the republican 
leader Liam Lynch for all 
Dail members and judges to 
be shot on sight. This gives 
the impression .that the policy 
of reprisal was begun by the 
republican side. Perhaps it 
should have started with the 
execution of Erskine Childers 
for the possession of a revolv-
er. The 'Murder Bill' had just 
been passed making the pos-
session of arms punishable 
by death. 

One solutiion would be to 
write a one-act documentary 
to proceed O'Connor's play, 
showing that the Free State, 
in trying to deal with the 
Anti-Treatyites, had become 
a military dictatorship, carry-
ing out British policy. A 
secret arrangement had been 
made with the British to 
move prisoners to the 
Seychelles. The author 
decided not to include this 
fact. The members of the 

Free State cabinet were 
referred to as "a traitorous 
conspiracy and armed revolt, 
pretending to establish a so-
called Free Stated and a 
"provisional (partition) Parlia-
ment ..1 destroying the inde-
pendent sovereignty of the 
nation and the integrity of its 
ancientterritoiy." 

This statement was issued 
by the second Dftil which 
claimed to be the legitimate 
successor to DSil Eireann. 

By making it merely a mat-
ter of whether it is right to 
commit reprisals to prevent 
further anarchy, O'Connor 
has given the Free State 
government a moral 
legitimacy they did not pos-
sess at the time. The execu-
tions effectively ruled out any 
compromise and made the 
war drag on for another five 
months. 

However, both the play 
and the diaries make fascinat-
ing reading. 

When in Agen, one of the 
actors asks the author for 
more information about Liam 
Mellows. O'Connor refers 
him to "the biography", but 
he not does tell the reader 
that the book is by Desmond 
Greaves. This made me feel 
the play may have been writ-
ten in response to the Des-
mond Greaves biography, 
Liam Mellows and the Irish 
Revolution. The Irish Ambas-
sador to France came from 
Paris to see the play. This 
seems to indicate official ap-
proval. 

The book should be read 
anyone interested in Irish 
20th century politics. 

The 
preservation 
of the 
writing on 

PB 
£9.95 pbk 

Murals 
jaftoBtand, Bill 

Pale 
ist, 

murals on the walls 
of buildings in the towns 
of die partitioned Six 

Counties are an integral part 
of the struggle there, be they 
republican or loyalist in 
origin. Many of them are of a 
high artistic quality, most are 
an art form in themselves. 

For many years I have 
been worried that these 
murals, with often short-
lived existences, were being 
lost to posterity. But Bill 
Rolston has made a unique 
collection of photographs 
from both sides and in this 
well-presented paperback he 
has produced a selection of 
116 full colour pictures which 
reveal important glimpses 
into the thinking and aspira-
tions of the communities 
which produce this fascinat-
ing political art. 

Bill Rolston alsoproduces 
a fascinating and polemic in-
troduction to the book. 

For my money, it is one of 
the band of volumes which is 
essential to a greater under-
standing of the war in Ireland. 

ft. 

Discreet charm of the Irish bourgeoisie 
Sean McGarry 
Ordinary Lives: Three 
Generations of Irish 
Middle Class Experience, 
Tony Farmer, Gill and 
Macmillan, £16.99 hbk 

THIS BOOK comprises 
three essays on Dublin's 
middle class in 1907, 

1932 and 1963. Mr Farmer 
has drawn on Dublin's 
newspapers plus a sprinkling 
of reminiscence and other 
sources to compile a commen-
tary on various aspects, al-
legedly non-political, of 
comfortable Dubliners' lives 
in this century. Presumably, 
if Mr Farmer had taken note 
of how working class 
Dubliners fared (he does not 
always respect his self-im-
posed limitations) the text 
would have gained in depth 
and appeared less com-
placent. Class and social 
divisions are fascinating in 
themselves. 

In Ireland the situation is 
complicated by the colonial 
experience, and by religion. 

Once the British occupation 
of part of Ireland was ended 
there was a vacuum which 
has, perhaps, not been filled. 
In his introduction, Tony 
Farmer says that many 
citizens took the view that a 
class system did not exist, in 
that there was only 
"twopence-halfpenny look-
ing down on twopence", 
which smacks to me of alien 
judgement. 

If the choice of 
newspapers for only three 
one-year periods appears 
capricious, the attempt to 
portray a whole class over 
the period of a century in a 
slender volume, is certainly 
over-ambitious. Nevertheless 
this account contains some in-
sights and is well written. 
However, one hopes that 
Tony Farmer will not make a 
habit of viewing whole 
generations through three 
peep holes. It needs to be 
remembered too that Dublin, 
while most certainly part of 
Ireland, is a capital city and 
the provinces almost by 
definition must be decidedly 
different. 

Any study of Irish society 
has to make clear, as Mr 
Farmer does, that it is a study 
of the 20 per cent that have 
not emigrated. This qualifica-
tion is a severe deterrent to 
drawing any general con-
clusions about the Irish 
people. (These figures are for 
those born between 1931 and 
1941). Another statistic 
which Mr Fanner quotes may 
refer to the emigration 
figures. The top 20 per cent 
earners in the '80s take home 
50 per cent of the gross na-
tional income, and 5 per cent 
of the population own two-
thirds of the wealth. 

If it is argued, however, 
that Ireland's situation 
regarding the distribution of 
wealth relates to the sink 
situation where the brightest 
have emigrated, what of the 
fact that Britain is now home 
for most of the Irish 
emigrants. Such an influx of 
bright people should 
presumably have an effect on 
wealth distribution in Britain. 
Where would Britain be 
without the Irish? She is al-
ready a $tate in near terminal 

decline. 
Class consciousness and 

the class struggle are not Mr 
Farmer's concern in this short 
but entertaining stroll 
through the Dublin century. 
This is not so much a study of 
what makes the Irish bour-
geoisie tick, but how they 
tick. Here are the notes for a 
novel, afamily saga, should 
any reader desire to write 
one. And "here also are the 
Irish, the very special, loqua-
cious, charming, considerate, 
gentle people whom Mr 
Farmer chides for their very 
obvious and uninhibited 
pride in seeing Irish men and 
women applauded on the in-
ternational stage, whether it 
is President Kennedy or Sean 
McBride. It is true that while 
the Irish are tut-tutting at cen-
sorship, they can also feel the 
need for it as when he 
recounts in a perhaps 
apocryphal story - a book-
seller in the '60s withdrew a 
paperbackeditiort ofPlato's 
Symposium because It Was sell-
ing rather well and he 
suspected it was smutty. 
However, ambivalence is not 

a characteristic peculiar to the 

does revetjfa veiyreat Irish 
ability toput both sides of the 
argument. 4)L. lit 

that the Irish-middle class 
take too big a share of thepa-
tional cake, and it is probably 
fclaiin iihim- n >li .r. "1- — > - — — _JLJ 

tne sametne wnoie world 
over. The author quotes Ulick 
O'Connor as saying that in 

r Ireland "we have an aris-
tocracy of personality. There 
is a kind of classlessness in 
Irish society because we are 
more interested m a man'5 
[sic] mind and personality 
than his title or income." 
That may be true as com-
pared with English society 
and there will always be ex-
ceptional people from all so-
cial strata who rise above 
class, but when it comes to 
salaries and wages, one set of 
people is presumed to re-
quire the incentive of high 
salaries while the workers 
need the spur of low-wages. 
It ft these Spurious assump-
tions about one group being 
more deservingthan another 
which is what class is about. 
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Nothing But The Same 
Old Story 

Two songs on the theme of anti-Irish racism. Paul 
Brady's song from the 1960s speaks for the present in 
which the state evokes the theory of IRA "sleepers" to 
legitimate harrassment. In Erin-go-brach a 
Gaelic-speaking Scotsman from the Highlands is 
mistaken for an Irishman in late 19th century 
Edinburgh * 

I was just about nineteen 
When I landed on their shore 
With my eyes big as headlights 
Like thethousandsand thousands who came before. 
I was i a ^ ^ ' ^ l f t e f l d H g * . 
Smiled at the man scrutinising my face, 
As I stepped off the gangway. 

Came down to their city 
Where I worked for many's a year. 
Built a hundred houses 
Musfve pulled half a million pints of beer. 
Livin' under suspicion 
Puttin' up with the hatred and fear in their eyes 
You can see that you are nothing bu ta murderer 
In their eyes, we're nothing but a bunch of 
murderers. 

I 'm sick of watching them break up 
Every time some bind brain puts us down. 
Makin' jokes on the radio.. 
Guess it helps them all drown out the sound 
Of crumbling foundations. 
Any fool can see tine writing on the wall 

Erin-go-bragh 

There's a crowd say I'm alright... 
Say they like my turn of phrase 
Take me round to their parties 
Like some dressed up monkey in a cage. 
And I play the accordion 
Oh! But whentfcewine seeps through the facade. 
Its nothing but the sane old story 
Nothing but the same old story. 
•PAUL BRADY from Hard Station 

Troditiomlyhalf-remembered by WB Yeats and rewritten by 
him osDownby the Sally Gardens 

write 
I own I am a rover, 
I cast my mind on < 

me slight 
My mindis never easy except when my true love is in my 

r, in rambling I take great delight Af! 

i a handsome gfrf and oftentimes she does 

Down by yon flowery garden where me and my true love do 
meet 

I took Kerin my arms and unto her gave kisses s w a t 
She bade me take love easy just as the leaves Call from the tree 
But I being young and foolish with my own true love I did 

not 

And the second time I met my love 1 thought her heart was 
oue f rmine 

But astheseaaon changes my darling girl has changed her 
m i n d 

Gold is the rootof «vil, ahhough it bears a glisteninghue 
ugh their hearts 

My name's Duncan Campbell from the shire of 
Argyll 
I've travelled this country for many's the long mile 
I've travelled o^er England, Iceland and a' 
And die name I go raider's bold Erin-go-bragh 

One night in Auld Reekie as I walked doon the 
street 
A saucy policeman I chanced for to meet 
He glowered in my face and he gave me some jaw 
Says: When came you over from Erin-go-bragh? 

I am not a Paddy though Ireland I've been 
Nor am I a Paddy though Ireland I've seen 
Although I were a Paddy thafs nothing ava 
There's many the bold hero from Eiin-go-bragh 

I know you're a Pat by the cut of your hair 
But you all turn to Scotchmen as soon as you're here 
You have left your own country for breaking the law 
We ate seizing all stragglers from Erin-go-bragh 

Though I were a Pat and you knew't to be true 
Or were I the devil or whaf s that to you? 
Were it not for the baton you hold in your paw 
I'd siiow you a game played in Erin-go-bragh 

Then with a switch of blackthorn I held in my fist 
Around his great body I made it to twist 
The blood from his knappers I quickly did draw 
He paid stock and interest for Erin-go-bragh 

The people came round me like a flock of wild geese 
Says: Stop that daft rascal, he's killed our police 
For every friend! had, I swear he had twa' 
It was very tight times for old Erin-go-bragh 

The I came to a wee boatie that sailed on the Forth 
Ipacked up my oars and I steered for the North 
Farewell to Auld Reekie, the policeman and a' 
May the devil be with you, bold Erin-go-bragh 

Come all you brave fellows that hear's of this song 
I don't care a farthing to where you belong 
For I'm from argyllshire in the Highlands sae braw 
But I ne'er tak'it m being called: Erin-go-bragh 

James Connolly 
Where oh where is our James GkwinoHy? 
Where oh where is that gallant man? 
Hie has gone to organise the union that 

worldng men 
Might yet be free. 

Then who, then who will lead the van? 
The who, then who will lead the van? 
Who but our James Connolly 
The hero of the working man. 

Who will cany high the burning flag? 
Who will carry high the burning flag? 
Who but our James Connolly 
Could carry high the burning flag. 

Oh they carried him up to the jail, 
They carried him upto the jail. 
And they shot him down on a bright May 

morning 
id quicldy laid him in his gore. 

Causes many's dw lad and lass to part though 
Hke minebeeTer sotrue 

Who mourns the death of this great man? 
Who mourns the death o£ this great man? 
Oh bury me down in yon green gardien 
With union men on every side. C,HvAw 

'iiijj i with me 

wm m . 
•riMlgSfim 

iit me for I am young and the * 

Oh they buried him down in yon green garden 
With union men on eveiy side 
And they swore they would form a mighty 

urontvin 
y's name could be fitted 

IRISH PRISONERS IN 
BRITISH JAILS 

Don't forget! 
BY an unfotunate production oversight, the following 
Mat of Irish prisoners in British falls, usually updated for 
the December edition of the Irish Democrat, did not 
appear in the laat issue. Please send New Year's greet-
ings to one, some or all of the following 29 men and 
women, who find themselves behind bars because of 
Britain's refusal to begin the process of disengagement 
from Ireland. And remember, always use prison num-
bers In correspondence. 

HM Prison Full Sutton, 
FuH Sutton, 
YORK Y041PS: 
Quigley Tommy 896204 

119086 
Butter Eddie 

Hugh 

McComb 
McComb 
Homes 
Kavanagh 
Keenan 

HM Prison Long Lartin, 
LongLartin, 
Lower Evesham, 

Damien 
John 
Paul 
Paul 
Brian 

B75881 
MT2484 

118034 
L31888 
B26380 

Dowd 

HM Prison Albany, 
Maiimrtft 
rtewpon, 
Isle of Wight: 

Sean 
Harry 
Brendan 

7S8861 
338838 
758662 

119063 

HM Prison Gartree, 
Leicester Road, 

Leicestershire, LE16 7RP: 
Nordone 

HM Prison Frankland, 
Frankland, 
Brasslde, 
Durham: 
Norney 
VSIIa 

HM Prison Parkhurst, 
Newport, 
Isle of Wight: 

Stephen 758663 

Paul 
Natalino 

Danny 
Peter 
Noel 
Liam 

Ella 
Martina 

Cambridgeshire PE15 0PR: 
McLoughlin Patrick 
McDonnell Gerard 
Qulnft Liam 
McCotter Liam 
Donnelly Vincent 

Sherry 
Gibson 
O'Duibhir 

HM Prison Durham, 
OldElvet, 
Durham DH1 3HU: 
O'Dwyer 
Anderson 

HM Prison Whitemoor, 
Long HM Road, 

863532 
B71644 

L48616 
B75880 
879225 
MT2585 

D25135 
D25134 

LB8361 4 
B75882 
49930 
LB83693 
274064 

LAST WORD 

"It is not Socialism but Capitalism that is opposed to 
religion. Religion, I hops, Is not bound up with a system 
founded on buying human labour in the cheapest 
market, and selling its product In the dearest, when the 
organised Socialist woitdng class tramples upon the 
capitaUat class It will not be trampling upon a pillar of 
God's Church but upon a blasphemous dvfltor of the 

ItwHIbe resculng t l * Faith from the impious 
iu aS« i ntfMlfcii wII'Mla —ârt ' 

to mS realty religious men 
I . n i c u H D , | - . ' f^ ' ."- .*?/ , • ... 
I p THE HARP, January 1 9 W • • C Vf •h 



ANONN IS AN ALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

"How the maker of The Music Lovers' managed to mangle the life of a pro-Irish English composer 

Russell gets it Bax to front 

f l Bax fans should give him the bird 

I HAVE long been an ad-
mirer of the work of Arnold 
Bax, the composer. Indeed, 
back in the early 1970s I 
was a t t empt ing to 

reawaken interest in his work 
which, at that time, had long 
been forgotten. 

, Because of this, when I saw 
that ITV's South Bank Show 
(November 22 last year) were 
screening 'The Secret Life of 
Arnold Bax', wri t ten and 
directed by Ken Russell (in 
which Russell was also to play 
the role of Bax), I hoped that 
we might be in for something 
really good. Bax was the 
premier composer of the 'Cel-
tic Renaissance', a close friend 
of the leaders of the 1916 upris-
ing, whose poetry, written 
under the name 'Dermot 
O'Byrne ' was banned as 
sedit ious bv the British 
authorities in Ireland. 

Glenda Jackson was also 
making her last film ap-
pearance in the Russell film 
before sitting as Labour Mem-
ber of Par l iament for 
Hampstead. She was to play 
Harriet Cohen, the concert 
pianist, and Bax's long time 
mistress. 

Now let me say that I am 
not a particular fan of Ken Rus-
sell, the former enfnnt terrible of 
English films. In fact, 1 only 
passingly admired Russell 
when he was making his excel-
lent drama documentaries on 
composers for BBC TV during 
the early 1960s. After 'The 
Music Lovers', his feature film 
on Tchaikovsky, my interest in 
Russell's work began to flag. In 
his films he seemed to have 
developed a flair for shocking 
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people but he did so with little 
subt lety and less mean ing 
other than shocks for the shake 
of shocks. 

My opinion was that he 
reached an all time low when 
he made a version of 'The Lair 
of the White Worm', one of the 
Gothic classics by Irish writer 
Bram Stoker (1847-1912) who 
is best known for Dracula 
(1897). By way of an aside, I 
should add that Francis Ford 
Coppola (of 'The Godfather' 
fame) has just produced a new 
version of 'Dracula' for the 
screen (starring Welsh actor 
Anthony Hopkins) which, it is 
claimed, maintains the original 
story. It is released over here 
on 27 January. 

As I waited, expectantly, to 
see Russell on Bax, while Mel-
vyn Bragg introduced the film 
and spoke enthusiastically of 
Russell's apparent 'discovery' 
of Bax and attempt to bring 
him back into the public light, 
I wondered what 'Secret Life' 
we would see. 

How would Russell at-
tempt to explain this complex 
character, born in Streatham of 
a Dutch family, who became 
the leading composer of the 
Celtic Revival? 

How would Russell explain 
how Bax went to live in Ireland 
when he was 19 years old, be-
coming a friend of the leading 
figures of the Celtic Renais-
sance, from Yeats and Lady 
Gregory to Douglas Hyde and 
James Stephens? 

In particular, how would 
Russell explain Bax's political 
involvement with the Irish in-
dependence movement and 
his close f r i endsh ip w i t h 
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Padraic Pearse and the other 
leaders of 1916 such as Thomas 
MacDonagh and Joseph Mary 
Plunkett? 

How would Russell show 
what led this quintessential 
Englishman to take the side of 
the Irish people in their fight 
for independence to the extent 
that he wrote a number of 
books and poems under the 
name 'Dermot O'Byrne'? His 
volume of poems about the 
Easter Uprising, A Dublin Bal-
lad - 1916, was banned by the 
British authorities in Ireland as 
seditious. How would Russell 
explain the thinking of this 
rebellious Englishman who, 
on the one hand, accepted an 
honorary Irish citizenship, and 
on the other a British knigh-
thood and title as Master of the 
King's Music, and who died in 
Cork in 1953 w h e r e the 
University College had a room 
dedicated to his memory? 

The answer was that Rus-
sell dealt with this things by 
ignoring them almost entirely. 

I say 'almost entirely' for 
Russell has one scene in the 
film where the ageing Bax in-
vites a young female pianist, 
who desires to play one of his 
pieces, to his rooms. He says 
that he wants to show her his 
volume of poetry. 'I didn ' t 
know you wrote poetry,' says 
the girl. Russell assumed what 
he fondly thought was an Irish 
accent. The sort of accent an 
Englishman assumes when he 
is about to tell an anti-Irish 
racist joke. I flinched. 'Sure, 
have you never heard of the 
works of Dermot OByrrne?' 
asks Bax. 

The answer of most 
watchers would have been 
that of the girl — a negative. 
Bax informs the girl that the 
poems were banned. In the 
context of the film, a lot of 
people who did not know, 
would merely assume that 
they were banned because 
they were pornographic, not 
realising their political context. 
And apar t f r o m the 
throwaway few lines nothing 
more is mentioned about Bax's 
Irish or Celtic connections. 

In Russell's film Bax was 
simply turned into an elderly 
lecher, who went every day to 
see the 1948 David Lean film of 
'Oliver Twist' (with AlecGuin-
ness starring as Fagin) for 
which he had wr i t t en the 
music, and spent his time pick-
ing up an usherette so that he 
could watch her dance naked 
to his music. For this service he 
agreed to pay her £10 a day. 
Not bad money in 1948. For 
viewing susceptibilities, the 
young lady dances in a swim-
suit. 

The film was bitterly disap-
pointing and not a little sad 
especially as Melvyn Bragg 
claimed that Russell was at-
tempting to promote the work 
of Arno ld Bax. The sig-

wmm 

nificance in Russell not men-
tioning or explaining Bax's 
role in the Celtic Renaissance, 
reminded me that the London 
magazine Music and Musicians,' 
many years ago, claimed that 
Bax was counted of little sig-
nificance in England because 
of his Celtic work. His fascina-
tion in Celtic, part icularly 
Irish, themes caused the critics 
to accuse him of 'incoherent 
romantic rhapsody'. 

It was against this sort of 
prejudice that I was writing in 
Hibemia (a magaz ine now 
sadly defunct) back in 1971, 
trying to promote a revival of 
interest in Bax's music in 
Ireland, the land which was his 
spiritual home and where he 
died. At that time most of the 
recordings of Bax's music were 
being made mainly in Ger-
many with German orchestras 
and conductors. While there 
might be reasons for his work 
being ignored in England, 
there was certainly no reason 
why Irish musicians should 
shun this composer who was 
so closely linked with their 
struggle for independence. 

A m o n g mus ico log is t s 
today Bax is recognised as a 
prolific and valued composer 
of chamber, piano, choral and 
orchestral music. He wrote 
seven symphonies , most ly 
with Celtic themes, and tone-
poems. His First Symphony is 
traumatic, an expression of the 
Easter Rising. His 'Celtic Song 
Cycle' was dismissed by the 
English critics as 'void of inter-
est, spiritless, barren, arid and 
meagre'. But, in the words of 
Mandy Rice-Davies, they 
would say that, wouldn't they? 

Yet ' N o v e m b e r W o o d s ' 
(1917) is now considered as 'a 
masterpiece also one of the 
most original tone-poems ever 
written.' 

Arnold Edward Trevor Bax 
was born in Streatham, Lon-
don, on 8 November, 1883, and 
educated at the Royal College 
of Music and Royal Academy 
of Music. He read the Yeats' 
poem 'The Wander ings of 
Oisln' at the age of 19 and ob-
served 'in a moment, the Celt 
within me stood revealed'. In-
itially, he declared that Yeats' 
poetry meant more to him than 
all music put together. In 1902 
he went to live in Dublin. His 
friendship with the revolution-
ary leader P^draic Pearse and 
o thers involved in b o t h 
Dublin's political and artistic 
life opened the Celtic world to 
him. 

Using the name Dermot O'-
Byrne, Bax, according to the 
cri t ic E d n a F F i t zhenry , 
'shared in the Irish Renais-
sance of literature and sym-
pathised with the ideals which 
inspired theJRising of 1916'. 

Among his books, Bax pub-
lished a volume of short stories 
called Wrack. Its publication 
won high praise from 'AE' 

(George Russell), one of the 
most astute of Irish literary 
critics. "Since Synge died there 
is nobody uses with the same 
imagination that passionate 
poetic speech which is akin to 
the Gaelic." 'AE's' praise for 
O'Byrne/Bax is all the more 
telling when considering that 
Bax had spent his first nineteen 
years in London. 

According to Fitzhenry, 
"Dermot O'Byrne will be best 
remember in Ireland for his 
book of s p l e n d i d fighting 
poems called A Dublin Ballad -
1916...." 

But in his music, Bax's Cel-
tic themes proved a problem 
and prior to 1914 he had a 
n u m b e r of w o r k s ei ther 
withdrawn at rehearsals or 
after the first performance. His 
first moderate success was 
with his G Minor Piano Quin-
tet. 

Then in 1920 in Chicago, 
came the first performance of 
The Garden of Fand', which 
he had written in 1916. "The 
Garden of Fand' was men-
tioned in Ken Russell's film. 
Bax explains to the cinema 
usherette, whom he wants to 
dance to the piece, that Fand is 
'Neptune's daughter ' (I kid 
you not). Bax would surely 
have known, what Russell ap-
parently does not, that Fand 
was the d a u g h t e r of 
Man^nnan Mac Lir, the Irish 
sea god, and not the Latin 
deity. 

In fact, during the sequence 
whe re Russe l l ' s cinema 
usherette, whom Bax is sup-
posed to have persuaded to ac-
company h i m d o w n to 
Tintagel for the purpose of 
dancing to his music on the sea 
shore, the audience must have 
become rather confused. Rus-
sell at times seems to be talking 
about 'The Garden of Fand' 
and the tone-poem 'Tintagel' 
as if they were one and the 
same piece. 'Tintagel' was 
written the year after The Gar-
den of Fand ' , maintaining 
Bax's Celtic in teres t , as a 
tribute to the Celtic Arthur 
turning back an English in-
vasion from his castle high on 
the Cornish cliffs, which faces 
the brooding sea. It has been 
acclaimed as 'the most vivid 
sea music ever written'. 

Alas, Russell did little to let 
us hear and enjoy Bax's music 
during his film. 

As well as the years spent 
in Ireland, Bax also spent time 
travelling through all the Cel-
tic countries. Many of his later 
symphonies were composed 
while living in the Gaelic-
speaking area of Morar, in In-
verness, Scotland. 

His work for Irish culture 
and music was rewarued by 
the National University who 
gave him an honorary doc-
torate of musicin 1947. 

His stories and poetry as 
'Dermot O'Byrne' have been 

totally ignored in England and 
now l a r g e l y forgot ten in 
Ireland. 

However, those who have 
read his* poem 'Dublin -1916', 
have usually argued that it is 
far more compelling in vision 
and prosody than Yeats' more 
famous 'Easter 1916'. Yeats' 
poem is rather a self-indul-
gence exercise. For m a n y 
years, 'CXByrne's' poems were 
included in all anthologies of 
'1916' poetry. 

In the days after the Rising, 
Bax, still living in Dubl in , 
shocked by the deaths of his 
friends, penned these lines 
about martial law: 

By day this sunlit citadel of 
death 
Flashes the arrogance of 
your bayonets, 
Sharp biting gleams that 
sear our pride like teeth, 
Of the old dragonish sowing 
that begets 
Even today as dangerous a 
birth 
As ever bristled up from an-
cient earth. 

Also by dusk we're home at 
your desire . 
To meditate upon your iron 
might. 
Fool, hgve you padlocks for 
our inner fire? 
Are there not long deep 
hours before the night 
Flaming with signs of Her 
whose solemn eyes 
Make empty all your brutish 
masteries? 

Here was yet another truly 
grea,t Englishman who saw the 
evil of empire and placed him-

"self alongside those struggling 
for their freedom. 

Here is a subject which a 
worthy film maker could have 
taken and developed into a 
study not just as the examina-
tion of a fascinating character 
but one that presents us with 
lessons for our own day and 
age when Ireland's struggle for 
political, economic, social and 
cultural freedom is still un-
finished business. To make an 
honest attempt to understand 
the artistic integrity and politi-
cal thinking of a man like Bax, 
would have been to have done 
great service to the English 
public. Alas, it was a missed 
opportunity. 

I n s t ead , watching Ken 
Russell's film, one came away 
with the idea that Bax was no 
more than a licentious old 
man, whose music was not 
very worthy, and whose only 
occupation in life was to peek 
at naked girls, dancing to,for-
gotten tunes. 

Russell has not only done a 
grea t disservice to a r t in 
general hut, for someone w h o 
claims to want to reinstate die 
music of Bax, he has donegreat 
harm to that very cause. 


