
The New Left turns 
fortysomething with the 
publication of a new set of essays 
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The iron behind the velvet 
revolutions: what's behind 
economic disaster in Russia 

Feeling the pinch: 
Why building bosses aren't so 
generous to the Tories these days 
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equivalent claims by two 
rival governments to 
sovereignty over the 
same piece of territory. 

He pointed out that 
removal of Articles Two 
and Three would dis-
enfranchise Irish citizens 
living in the Six Counties, 
depriving them of Irish 
citizenship. 

Municipal workers 
union IMETU general 
secretary Sean Redmond 
argued that with the im-
minent possibility of a 
Labour government, 
committed to Irish unity, 
it would be "absurd" for 
the Irish people to drop 
their demand for 
reunification. 

Bobbie Heatley, a 
founder member of the 
Belfast-based Campaign 
for Democracy, argued 
that the removal of Ar-
ticles Two and Three 
would not promote a 
peaceful settlement. 

"It is not Articles Two 
and Three which have 
produced the violence 
but Britain's Section 75," 
he said. "The whole em-
phasis is on the wrong 
piece of legislation." 

Initial signatories to 
the declaration include 
the trade unionists John 
Carroll, Matt Merrigan 
and Sean Redmond, the 
lawyers Deirdre Nic 
Fhionnlaoich, Kevin Mc-

-
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By Martin Moiiarty 

IRISH nationalists 
h^ve launched a 
Declaration for 
Peace which calls 
upon the British 

government to open up a 
process of constructive 
disengagement from 
Ireland. 

They are mounting a 
national campaign of 
constitutional action in 
Ireland to point a way 
out of the Northern im-
passe. 

The declaration's 
sponsors want no change 
to Articles Two and 
Three of the Irish con-
stitution, which claim 
sovereignty over the en-
tire national territory. 

They argue their 
removal would effective-
ly leave unchallenged 
the British claim to 
sovereignty in the Six 
Counties. 

Instead, they want the 
withdrawal of Section 75 
of the 1920 Government 
of Ireland Act — the 
foundation of the British 
claim — in order to 
promote reconciliation 
between unionists and 
nationalists. 

Launching the decla-
ration in Dublin's 
Buswells Hotel at the end 
of November, barrister 
Seamus OTuathail said 
that Articles Two sind 
Three and Section 75 
were effectively 

BILLY POWER, Hugh • 
Callaghan and Gerry 
Hunter were guests of • 
honour at the Connolly • 
Association's Mountjoy I 
Martyrs Memorial Dinner • 
in Camden's Irish Centre 
last month. 

Presented with framed 
copies of the front page of • 
last April's Irish Democrat I 
celebrating their release, I 
the girse men paid tribute • 
to the CA's campaigning • 
for their freedom. 

Remembering how they ' <•"" M 
received the Irish V H H H 
Democrat every month of 
their 17-year Incarcera- .J 
tion, Billy Power said: ^ s v — ~~ 

tio.i was there for us long ^ 

him from'rittmdlng, said I I I J U 
the CA represented the • 
strength and Ideala of 
Irish socialism in a mes- I 

He said the estab-
lishment had been forced 
to acknowledge the dls- • 
crimination within the • 
judicial svstem, by releas-
ing the Guildford Four, M 
Birmingham Six and Tot-
tenham Three, two of 
whom, Enghln Raghip 

and Mark Bralthwalte, H i | 

pears nee. 
"Butwecannotralaxour 1 1 

vigilance," Mr Corbyn | 
said. The victims of In- rJ im- j . j J t B H H 9 
justice will always need m m . . "» , 
our help and support." • Bitty Power relaxes with tt* 

• Another pic: p3 Issue celebrating his release 
sent In prison-last April's 
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NEWS 

EDITORIAL 

Bombs in 
Britain 

THE Connolly Association respects national 
frontiers: we confine our campaigning ac-
tivities to Britain for reasons of principle as 

well as pragmatism. We are not ambivalent about 
violence, as Harry Barnes MP, of the British wing 
of New Consensus, claimed a few months ago. 
We are opposed to it. 

And we repeat our opposition to the use of 
bombs against civilian targets in Britain. 
Whatever their economic effectiveness, it is only 
a matter of time before such acts produce civilian 
casualties. Those who argue that these bombs 
boost war-weariness, and hence support for 
withdrawal, misunderstand British politics. 
There is already majority support for British 
withdrawal according to opinion polls and it is 
not motivated by a simple "bring the boys back 
home" feeling. It correlates with the view that 
Sinn Fein should be included in the peace 
process and that Ireland should be re-united. 
After the Enniskillen atrocity that support 
dropped dramatically. It is at its highest when 
Britain's human rights record is under scrutiny, 
such as in the aftermath of internment and the 
release of the Birmingham Six. 

Using that sentiment to change British govern-
ment policy requires building a movement for 
political change. And in that context, the effects 
of civilian bombings are obvious. 

The Connolly Association argues that the 
primary cause of the conflict is Britain's claim to 
sovereignty over the six counties as expressed in 
Section 75 of the Government of Ireland Act. 

Groups like New Consensus focus more nar-
rowly. They reduce the problem to that of 
republican and loyalist violence, standing the 
cause of the conflict on its head. True, they once 
put out a statement on the murder of a civilian by 
the British army. But they have never held a pick-
et, vigil or demonstration against British policy 
and will only criticise the security forces if they 
"step outside the law". 

But the law is not neutral in the north of 
Ireland and nor are its enforcers. Britain's claims 
to make laws for any part of Ireland are rejected 
by most Irish people. Some back this rejection 
with force which is the crux of the conflict. 

The British wing of New Consensus 
demonstrate against republican violence while ig 
noring the violence of their own state. Last 
month they went one step further: backing claims 
by the British prime minister that Article's two 
and three of the Irish constitution are "unhelp-
ful". A spokesperson for their British wing said: 
"We would like to see them deleted from the 
Irish constitution." 

The Connolly Association believe that it is for 
the Irish people to decide the content of their con-
stitution. English people wishing to make a con-
structive contribution to peace in Ireland should 
address their own government's policies and con-
stitutional claims rather than interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of another country. 
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Building bosses feel the pinch 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

TOP construction firms cut 
back on their donations to 
the Tory Party by 14 per 
cent last year. 
The effects of the recession 
on the construction 
industry was the main 
reason for the squeeze on 
contributions from an 
industry which has 
traditionally been one of the 
Tories' main benefactors. 

Figures produced by the 
Labour Research Depart-

ment show that construc-
tion firms contributed near-
ly £6.5 million to the 
Conservative Party in the 
year 1990-91. 

The total is substantially 
less than in previous years 
and was the result of some 
fairly dramatic cuts in the 
level of donations. Taylor 
Woodrow, for instance, 
contributed £150,065 to 
Tory funds in 1989 but 
slashed this to £24,320 last 
year. 

The cuts partly reflect the 

declining profits made by 
companies but some were 
also conscious protests at 
the high interest rate 
economic policies pursued 
by the government In the 
last two years which have 
had a particularly damaging 
effect on the building in-
dustry. 

Another sign of the 
industry's continuing 
recession came in last 
month's announcement by 
the Channel Tunnel con-
struction consortium TML 

of a pay freeze and the ex-
clusion of redundant staff 
from their full Christmas 
bonus. 

TML blamed the recession 
for the penny-pinching 
measures and said it was' 
postponing discussions 
about the pay Increase It 
had promised to implement 
on 1 January 1992 for six 
months. It said It coukl not 
give any commitment that 
the increase would be back-
dated. 

• CHRIS CONWAY 

New Haringey report 

RACISM 

THE full extent of disad-
vantage and discrimina-
tion suffered by Irish 

people was highlighted at the 
launch of a new report in'the 
House of Commons last 
month. 

An Agenda for Change was 
commissioned by London's 
Haringey Council, which has 
one of the largest Irish com-
munities in Britain. 

Its conclusions are geared 
towards local authorities and 
other statutory bodies and 
focus on the need for ethnic 
monitoring, Irish awareness 
training and a widening of the 
scope of race relations legisla-
tion. 

Backing the report, Labour 
Party Northern Ireland 
spokesperson Kevin Mc-
Namara said it was vital that 
the Irish were included as a 
separate Category in ethnic 
monitoring. "If the Irish in 
Britain are to be offered 

• McNAMARA: backed 
report 

equality of opportunity then 
we need to know in some' 
detail what the Irish e& 
perience in Britain is," he said. 

It is known that the Irish in 
Britain die younger than their 
English counterparts and suf-
fer disproportionately inareas-
such as health. 

The Commission for Racial 
Equality (CRE) has recently 
begun to include the Irish in its 
ethnic monitoring and to take 
up cases of people who have 
lost their jobs, or been refused 
them, because they were Irish. 
The CRE has also announced it 
they will be spending £100,000 
over the next three years prob-
ing anti-Irish racism. 

However, the CRE has no 
Irish commissionersand many 
feel that it has failed to take the 
needs of the Irish on board 
through an equation of racism 
and skin colour. The CRE's 
recent submission to the Royal 
Commission on Criminal Jus-
tice, for instance, failed to 
mention discrimination suf-
fered by Irish people at the 
hands of the police despite the 
experiences of the Birmin-
gham Six and Guildford Four 
as well as the thousands of 
Irish people who are harassed 
under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act every year. 

• CHRIS CONWAY 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Bj 
| RITAIN'S human rights 
l abuses in the Six Counties 
'came under the interna-

tional spotlight again last 
month at a series of briefings* there is so much important 
and panel discussions at the 
United Nations in New York 
last month. 

Organised on the initiative 
of the International Associa-
tion of Democratic Lawyers, 
the one-day event was Hie first 

Human Rights 
It also marked the resigna-

tion of veteran; civil rights 
lawyer Paul ODWyer from his 
position as New; York City's' 
UN Commissioner in protest 
at continuing htiman rights 
abuses in the SixtCounties. 4 
! "Unfortunately, there has 

been no improvement in the 

North during my tenure as 
Commissioner," Mr CKDwyer 
said last month. "If anything 
the situation has worsened. It 
is incompatible with my beliefs 
to remain in my position when 

work still to be done on behalf 
of oppressed peoples 
everywhere." 

The dayVdiscussions were 
held at the first event of its kind 
to be held at the United Na-
tions and represent the fruit of 

to be held on what will in fu- significant work by the IADL 
ture be marjeed asjlrish Human*, and Brehon Law Society since 
Rights Day, 9 December, one- their achievement of • 
day ahead of Iitternatioonat Governmental Organisation 

Non-

status at the UN. 
• They also 
Britain's abuses 
Counties-have moved into 
human rights mainstream. 

Issues covered included 
use of fcttal force, conditions 
of 
detention/ 

n 

Speakers included Martin 
O'Brien, from the Belfast-
based Committee on the 
Administrat ion of Justice, 
Sheila Dauer, from the US sec-
tion of Amnesty International, 
Lois Whitman, deputy director 
of HelsinkiWatch and co-
author of the human rights 
organisation's recent report on 
Nor thern Ireland (Irish 
Democrat December 1991), and 
Jeanne Bishop of American 
Pro tes tan t s ' fo r the Truth 
About Ireland. 

Lennox Hinds, lADL's per-
manent UN representative, 
a n d James Gullen, UN 
delegate of the Brehon Law 
Society, also made contribu-
t ions , and the Dublin 
government sent a repre-
sentative, Who listened to the 
discussions and was reported-
ly polite and friendly with 
participants. 
> The British government 
refused to attend. 

North West 
TUP 

UNIONS 

LABOUR movement ac-
tivists f rom the Nor th 
West TUC returned from a 

whistlestop delegation to 
Ireland last month, welcom-
ing the discussions as a posi-
tive development. 

Public service union 
NALGO national executivie 
committee meitiiber JudyCo :-
ter said the three-dayvisiirhad 
proved very useful. 

"The discussions whicfi 
were held with fellow trade 
unionists, both formally and 
informally, represent positivie 
developments ki the British 
debate about Ireland," shle 
said. 

The delegation was hosted 
in the Republic by the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions •and 
in the Six Counties by ICFU's 
Northern Ireland Committee^ 

Arrivingin Belfast fifst; the 
delegation met emigrant ad-
vice groups from Belfast, 
Deny-and Newry, visited*the 
Belfast Centre for t h e Un-
employed, and held a ' joint 
meeting wi th the ' NIC-
women's committee. 

No meetings were arranged 
with organisations monitoring 
civil liberties, such as theCom-
mittee on the Administration 
of Justice, or with any groups 
investigating employment dis-
crimination. 

In Dublin, the delegation 
met top ICTU officials To: 
Douglas, Phil Flynn »n< 
Patricia O Donovan; andfrisl 
Congress's wemei^s>c0sftmit-
tee officers/ Bemadette- Forde, 
Sheila - Hanley a n d Leiiore 
Mrkwicka. 
t Their last meetingwaswith 

Dublin Trades Couhcil 
secretary Sam Nolan. 

Some members of ' the i 
delegation also held informal 
discussions With Seirn Red-

of i f h u i e 
UnityTahd; 

Independence, whooUtMned 
the hopes and fears of ^pro-
uirification nnffishK "frftde! 
unionists. 

The North- West TUG-is 
holding a report-back ton- , 
ference on 29 Fetouaiyjfald: 
the delegation's report i&f its ; 
visit will be 'published before. 
then. i 

mond, secretary of Trade 
Unionists for Irish f 

Winer last month were (left to 
Silly Power, Nora Power, Mark Gerry Hunter, Ei Brafthwaite, illaghan. 

NBW9" 

n. 

Pic: DAVID GRANVILLE 

ANNIVERSARY 
A London demonstration 
will call for British 
withdrawal from the Six 
Cbuntles later this month 
on the 20th annversary of 
the Bloody Sunday 
massacre of 14 unarmed 
civilians In Derry. 

Organised by the Com-
mute for British 
Withdrawal from Ireland, 
the march assembles at 
Hyde Park at 12 noon on 
Saturday 25 January and 
marches to Kllburn. 

"The Bloody Sunday 
marcb has become an 
annual focus for all sce-
tlons of society in Britain 
Who see what happened 
on Bloody Sunday as 
symptomatic of a wider 
disregard on the part of 
the Britihsh government 
for genuine peace-
making In Ireland," 
CBWi'SfSara Chamber* 
said last meant. 

Twenty artlata are 
designing banners for the 
march depicting themes 
from the last 20 years and 
sponsors Include 
musician Peter Gabriel, 
film-maker Ken Loach, 
l»oet Adrian Mitchell, 
actor Andy de la Tour, art-
lat Conrad Atkinson and 
Journalist John Pll 
well as MPs Tony 
Jeremy Corbyn. 
Hafn and Ken 
LlvUiastene. 

• Connolly Association 
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POVERTY 

,ORK will continue tobea 
city in distress unless 
power is taken out of 

government control in Dublin 
and strong local government 
restored, according to the 
Bishop of Cork, Dr Michael 
Murphy. 

"1 have noticed that when 
Cork speaks out about its 
needs, both social and other-
wise, Dublin seems to be 
f u n c t i o n a l l y 
deaf," he said 
last month. 

Referring to 
high unemploy-
ment, he said 
power and 
t a x p a y e r s ' 
money should-
be handed back 

n 

to the city coun- - , 

r e f u r b i s h i n g e C O I l O m i C 
projects could be - -
•undertaken, all 
of which would 
i n c r e a s e 
employment op-
portunities iivthe region, 

"Until there is a devolution 
of power to the people and 
genuine local government 
reform, whereby our elected 
representatives will have the 
>ower to invest taxpayers' 
noney for the benefit of the 
aty and county, we will con-
tinue to have huge numbers 
out of work," he forecast. 

He said conditions in the 
middle parish of Cork were 

an any Third World" 
area. Thepeople were being 

economic considerations, he 
said. 

When he found Pauline 
Lynch and her son John living 
in a smoke-filled room with 
practically no sanitary 
facilities in dilapidated accom-
modation, Bishop Murphy 
demanded the corporation 
take immediate action t o 
rehouse them. 

Lord Mayor. Denis Cregan 
initially issued a statement 
saying there was no suitable 

flat in the area, 
but even when 
they were 
rehoused, the 
Lynchs found 
themselves in a 
flat built 100 
years ago with 
freezing water, 
even in the 
lavatory bowl. 

Speaking to 
Cork members 
of SIPTU, 
Bishop Murphy 
condemned the 
thinking that 
urged tax con-
cessions for the 

rich while resenting allowan-
ces to the poor which "scarcely 
provide them withaminimum 
standard of Jiving". 
• And he criticised the new 
vision which priori t ised 
money-making without moral 
and ethical guidance to its 
creation or distribution. 

"Frequent and fulsome 
praise given to wealth creators 
is merited only when the 
wealth Is used for the benefit of 
the nation as a whole, rather 
than just self-advartcement;" 

"A new 
vision 
skould 
demand 

Calling for an alternative 
vision which would include 
the commitment to the total 
liberation of the poor, the 
elimination of unemployment 
and an end to forced emigra- -
tion, he said: "TTiis new vision 
should demand both political 

to housing, -tp education, to 
employment, just wages and 

editions/' 
, Third World image of 

Cork was recently darkened 
even more by the revelation 

build 42 houses in the coming 
yesuybut can give no guaran-
tees that they will ever be 
finished. 

At the root of the crisis is 
Cork Corporation's inability to 
balance its budget while it 
struggles wi th the city's 

homeless problem 
with totally inadequate sup-
port from the Department of 
the Environment. 

Massive government cuts 
i i L ^ t h e new housing 
programme from £39 million 
to £6 million are to blame. 

And although there are cur-
rently 1,200 people on the 
corporation housing waiting 
totCork is likely to get a mere 

In this situation, many have 
no alternative but to rent 

'nedflalS.^, 
• fî sP^^^?^^^ iStokfiS/ a young 
woman with an epileptic two-
and-a-half-year-old son^jktyfc 
been forced . to take up 
residence a t Edei: House, a 
night shelter for homeless 
women and children for the 
next two months. 

MPs have 
no right to 
give away 
powers 

B RU S S E L SWATC H 

It's federalism 
same 

^ ^ _ W E L V E states at the Maastricht summit amended 
^ ^ • t i t e Rome Treaty to change the EC into an 

• -economic, monetary and political union. As the 
Dutch finance minister pointed out, despite the 

• word federal being removed from the treaty, "it 
is federalism just the same". 

Although this Treaty on European Union has been 
signed it still has to be ratified by all 12 national parlia-
ments. Ireland and Denmark will hold referendum® be-
cause of changes to their constitutions. Other member 
states will have debates in their national parliaments. 

The EC summit at Maastricht was the first time that 
the EC had been seriously discussed in Britain since the 
1975 referendum campaign. This explains much of the 
confusion and lack of understanding over the mag-
nitude of these plans. >-< 

It is proposed to change completely the way we are 
governed.The powers of national governments and na-
tional parliaments to nuke laws and policies are to be 
handed over to a Euro-government. This will be as com-
mittees meeting in secret Thesre is to be a committee of 
bankeraaccountable to nobody, deciding economic and 
monetary policies. The European Council consisting of 

national government mini-
sters will be taking many 
decisions by majority vote 
over a wide range of sub-
jects. 

The decisions of these 
committees will be EC law 
and immediately effective 
on the territory of all mem-

| ber states. National parlia-
lent to them m e n t s w i l 1 have no say over 

such matters. This in turn 
disenfranchises the elec-

torate and is a serious attack on democracy. 
A great deal has to be done and is possible to derail 

Euro-federalism and defend democracy. In Britain, the 
general-election due before June this year—and before 
ratification of the treaty — provides an opportunity to 
raise the subject. Parliamentary candidates can be asked 
where they stand on Euro-federalism. As Tony Benn 
has pointed out, MPs have no right to give away powers 
lent to them by the electorate for five years. Voters 
shouldcontinue to retain the right to elect those who 
makethe laws under which they are governed. No such 
power exists or are seriously proposed regarding the 
Euro-government ... 

To prevent ratification a vocal and effective cam-
paign is required where clarity of ideas is essential. In 
particular there is the need to win back trade unions 
and oth<jr organisations in the labour movement to a 
position of supporting an independent Britain, to op-
pose thetreaty. 

The Social Charter has been used as a carrot to dis-
tract the labour and trade union movement into accept-
ing economic, monetary and political union without 
discussion. Does any hade unionist in their heart of 
hearts believe they are to be handed better conditions, 
higher wages, shorterhours and more rights by the EC? 
Are the likes of Chancellor Kohl, President Mitterrand 
or Commksioner Leon Brittan going to hand out things 
which normally take hard bargaining and industrial ac-
tion? 

What has become important in Britain is the need to 
grasp the"national question and sort out the importance 
of nation state and national democracy. To understand 
that retaining the nation state is not narrow nationalism 
and thit even the United form of democracy needs 
defending. There are no plans or serious intentions to 
'democratise' the EC which is impractical. The super-
state is too Lug* contains many nations with different 
language*, htotorie* culture and economic status for 
minorities to accept decisions of majorities. Neither is 
the EC internationalism — that applies to the whole 
world. , 

This and related matters in the campaign against 
Euro-federalism will be discussed at a consultative con-
ference for individuals and delegates in Sheffield on 28 
March 1992. Details from the Committee against Euro-
federalism, 57 Green Lane, Merseyslde L458JQ. A dis-
cussion pamphlet - Democracy or Superstate? - is also 
avaflsMMer 75p post free from CAEF. 

• JOHN BOYD 
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ELECTION BRIEFING 

Double dip 
into disaster 

THE TORIES have already lost the biggest elec-
toral advantage of a governing party, that of set-
ting the date for when they think they have the 

best chance of winning. John Major now has to call 
an election in the next six months and with local elec-
tions due on 7 May 1992 his choices are extremely , 
constrained. 

After failing to capitalise electorally on the Gulf 
war slaughter last spring, Major tried to go to the < 
country in June and then again in November. Twice 
the Tory publicity machine was geared up and twice 
he pulled back at the last moment, on the second oc-
casion with a botched announcement during 
Labour's conference which allowed Kinnock to taunt 
his loss of nerve. 

Tl% fype about the end of the recession has as 
much to do with electoral calculations as economic 
facts. True, the slump has now bottomed out and a 
return of business and consumer confidence could 

stimulate growth. But 
with unemployment 
rising remorselessly and 
bankruptcies continuing, 
few people will rush out 
and buy a new car or in-
vest in new plant 
machinery, on the word of 
a government minister. 

The slump in the hous-
ing market in particular, 
poses problems for the 
government, given their Torv success in promoting 
owner-occupation. Those 
voters won to the Tories 
by this policy are now suf-
fering worst from a vi-

cious cycle of high mortgages, repossession and fall-
ing house prices which has potentially devastating 
consequences for the rest of the economy. 

The worldwide slump is also working against the 
domestic economy. Faltering recovery in the US and 
elsewhere is turning into a double dip recession, 
dampening potential demand for British exports 
even more seriously, the costs of German reunifica-
tion are putting pressure in interest rates here. Mem-
bership of the ERM commits our monetary policy to 
stabilising the inflationary German economy rather 
than stimulating the depressed British one. 

Now the Germans have raised their interests 
rates, so soon must we. 

A rise in interest rates would be political suicide 
so the government drained its financial reserves to 
keep sterling within its bands in the ERM. Post-
Maastricht, it seemed to have worked and the Chan-
cellor may be able to follow his giveaway autumn 
statement with a similar Budget in the Spring. 

But this will not be enough to shore up the 
economy particularly if confidence in the city falters 
which partly explains Major's globe-trotting trips 
through the summer and the hyping of his "masterly 
handling" of the Maastricht negotiations. The 
Tories edged ahead of Labour in the opinion polls 
after the failed Soviet coup and Major's visit to 
China. Despite being the most boring man in the 
world, Major's personal ratings remain higher than 
Kinnock's and Tory strategists aim to portray him as 
an international statesman in their election cam-
paign. 

But, as both Bush and Gorbachev have dis-
covered, "diplomatic triumphs" abroad are less im-
portant than living standards at home in 
determining the survival of an administration. For 
these reasons, Labour's strategy of sitting tight and 
saying nothing might just work; it was after all how 
Charlie Haughey got back in 1987. Yet, as that ex-
ample shows, the lack of an alternative vision is 
deeply uninspiring and hardly points to a sweeping 
victory at the polls. 

• CONOR FOLEY 

'Few 
people 
will buy 
a new car 
on the 
word of a 

minister' 

Articles Two and Three: their 
origin and significance 

B A C K G « 0 < 

THE whole debate on Ar-
ticles Two and Three 
began with the challenge 

in the Irish Supreme Court by 
the unionist McGimpsey 
brothers and centred on the 
legality of their constitutional 
claim over Northern Ireland. 

It was part of a strategy to 
over - turn the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement which failed when 
the court ruled that Article 
Two, in particular, must be 
construed as a "claim of legal 
r igh t" and not a political 
aspiration: Irish governments 
were obliged o pursue Irish 
unity, the court ruled. 

Since then, unionists have 
used the articles' continuing 
existence as an excuse for their 
intransigence in not talking to 
the Dublin government. 

Similarly, some southern 
political parties have taken on 
board the unionist campaign 
for the removal of Articles Two 
and Three, apparently as a con-
ciliatory gesture towards the 
unionists but equally to fulfil 
their own hidden agendas. 

But the origins of the Irish 
constitutional claim have been 
conveniently passed over. 

The British 
Commonwealth's highest ap-
peal court, the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Coun-

cil, held in 1935 that the 1931 
Statute of Westminster em-
powered the Irish Free State to 
repudiate -the 1922 Treaty 
(Moore and others v Attorney 
General for the Irish Free State, 
1935). 

The Privy Council ruled 
that since the Statute of 
Westminster, the 1922 Irish 
Free State Act and the 1922 
Treaty itself were all Acts of the 
British parliament, and since 
the Statute of Westminster 
gave the legislature of the Irish 
Free State power to amend 
Acts of the British parliament, 
then Diil Eireann could amend 
the Treaty at will. 

The Dtiil was thus free to 

Declaration for peace 
THE full text of the 
Declaration for Peace in 
Ireland Is: 

"We, the Individual citizens 
and local and national or-
ganisations subscribing to 
this declaration, commit our-
selves, out of concern for the 
national interest, to the aim 
of achieving political recon-
ciliation between unionists 
and nationalists so as to 
overcome the differences 
which have divided a 
minority from the majority in 
the past. 

"We call upon the parlia-
ment of the united Kingdom 
to facilitate that reconcilia-
tion by withdrawing its claim 
that the 'supreme authority 
of the parliament of the 
United Kingdom shall 
remain unaffected and un-
diminished over all persons, 
matters and things in North-
ern Ireland and every part 
thereof (Section 75 of the 
Government of Ireland Act 
1920). We believe that the 

withdrawal or qualification 
of this claim of the United 
Kingdom to sovereignty in 
Ireland would increase the 
opportunities for realistic 
dialogue between nationalist 
and unionist communities. 

"We affirm that there 
should be no change in Ar-
ticles Two and Three of the 
£or\stltutlon of Ireland, 
which would have the effect, 
In domestic and Internation-
al law, of recognising the 
validity of the United 
Kingdom claim to supreme 
iauthority and lawful 
sovereignty in a part of 
Ireland, as expressed in Sec-
tion 75 of the Government of 
Ireland Act. 

"Such a change would take 
away from every person 
born in Northern Ireland the 
basis of the rights and 
privileges of Irish citizen-
ship, such as the right to 
work In the state, the right to 
stand fro public office and to 
represent Ireland in interna-

tional sporting arenas, by 
removing from them fewer 
the constitutional support 
on which their entitlement to 
an Irish passport rests. It 
would also diminish the 
ability of the Irish govern-
ment to articulate the social 
and economic interestsof all 
the people of Ireland within 
the competent IrigtjtuUotaQi 
the European tamnuihlfy. 

"Accordingly, we call upon 
the Irish government to urge 
the government of the 
United Kingdom, in the con-
text of working towards a 
constructive disengage-
ment from Irish affairs, to co-
operate with It and all parties 
and persons of good will in 
Ireland to advance the cause 
of peace and reconciliation 
in our land through fostering 
sehemes of practical 
economic, social and politi-
cal development that would 
help to bring together^ the 
people of both parts of the 
country." 

determine the extent of the ter-
ritory, jurisdict ion and 
citizenship of Ireland, which it 
did in enacting the 1937 Irish 
Constitution, and particularly 
Articles Two and Three. 

The Irish nation has always 
refused to recognise the 
legality of die 1922Anglo-Irish 
Treaty, forcibly imposed on 
them by the threat of "war, 
and war in three days". 

In fact, the Vienna Conven-
tion on the law of treaties, 
which entered into force in 
1980, explicitly denies validity 
to treaties which violate a sub-
sequently emerging norm of 
customary international law, 
such as the right of nations to 
self-determination. .-,:•< •,. i 

Consequently, Britain's 
claim to sovereignty over 
Northern Ireland is based on 
an invalid application of out-
moded concepts of 
international law. 

Under international law, 
therefore, the Irish claim over 
the whole national territory is 
quite legi t imate and the 
British, through Section 75, is 
not. 

It seems an anomaly that 
political' parties in southern 
Ireland can expend such ener-
gy and time attacking their 
own constitution, seemingly 
oblivious to an identical but il-
legal claim which Britain 
maintains under Section 75. 

And removal of Articles 
Two and Three has other far-
reaching implicat ions. It 
would depr ive people in 
Northern Ireland from the en-
titlement to Irish citizenship 
and leave northern 
nationalists in a position akin 
to the Kurdish and Palestinian 
peoples. Such a denial of 
citizenship would be in direct 
contravention of Article 15 of 
the United Nations Declara-
tion on Human Rights. 

• BRENDAN TRACEY 

Thanks for £8,074.85 
THAT'S IT! We have raised over £8,000. That's a great 
result, and to everybody who gave, however small, 
however large — much thanks. 

Donations to the Connolly Association are vital: they 
keep the campaigning work of this organisation going, 
and with an election in the offing sometime this year, 
that work Is going to become still more important. 

So with a final flourish of names of those who gave 
between October and December last year, we are clos-
ing the appeal we launched Just over one year ago. 
Watch this space for details of the 1992 appeall 

M Brennan £5, A Esterson £50, R Rosslter £22.50, A 
McNally £5, P Quln £10, A Hlggins £7.40, S Healy £15, 
South London CA £102, V Griffin £18, RM £1.40, K 
Doody £2, B Oldale £2, West London Trade Union Club 
£15, M Porter £7.50, Anon £2.25, J Doyle £3.50, P Gerrtty 
£10, K Keable £3, T Leonard £5, M Brennan £5, O 
Donohue £2, F Small £10, J McEihatton £18, G Shields 
£7.50, J Tate £5, W Charles £4, F' Jennings £40, H 
Robson £15, M Magulre £10, B Rae £5, two months' 
bankers orders £289.02, Mount|oy martyrs memorial 
dinner £675.32. 
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WORLD COMMENT BY POLITICUS 

THE disintegration of 
the USSR and the 
simultaneous attempt 
to clobber Western 
Europe into a semi-

federal "European Union" 
dominated by Germany show 
that political reaction is one the 
march these days more 
vigorously than at any time 
since the fascist 1930s. 

The crowds who brought 
down the Berlin Wall in 1989 
and forced changes of regime 
in the countries of "real exist-
ing socialism" throughout 
Eastern Europe were people 
mostly aspiring to more 
democracy. They were react-
ing against rigid and' 
bureaucratic governments and 
an official ideology that had 
become stereotyped and stag-
nant, whose complacent 
spokespeople lived lives of 
privilege compared with most 
people. 

The East Europeans who 
carried out the so-called "vel-
vet revolutions" of 1989 had 
absolutely no desire to lose the 
job security, the stable prices, 
the social solidarity and 
egalitarianism, the cradle-to-
grave Welfare State, with its' 
low levels of crime, drug-
taking and prostitution, which 
the various Communist 
regimes, whatever their other 
deficiencies, provided. The 
new democrats took these fea-
tures of their societies for 
granted. But they wanted more 
political f reedoms and 
Western-type consumerism as 
well. 

The tragedy that is now 
facing the people of Eastern 
Europe is that they will not get 
the increased democracy they 
sought, but instead face a so-
cial revolution — the 
restoration of capitalism — 
that they did pot seek at all. 
Governments have changed. 
New leaders and parties are in 
power. But the policies of the 
new rulers are based on the 
most naive possible notions 
about capitalism, carried out 
under the tutelage of Western 
"experts" and the IMF. They 
have abandoned socialist plan-
ning. With ut ter 
irresponsibility they have 
wrecked virtually overnight 
the links that kept the com-
mand economies functioning 
for decadds, with everybody 

Ki., 

, but his economics were incompetent 

working at a not-too-
strenuous pace. And created 
what in instead? Mainly social 
dereliction and despair for the 
majority, get-rich-quick op-
portunities for a tiny few. 

The attempt to destroy the 
socialist economy and restore 
capitalism is turning Eastern 
Europe into an economic 
wasteland. Economies there 
are in free fall. Over the past 
year, production has slumped 
by one-fifth or more in most of 
countries. Workers face mass 
joblessness for the first time in 
their lives. T° finance public 
services in face of economic 
slump, and stave off riots in the 
streets, governments 
everywhere are printing 
money as fast as they can. The 
result is that coun 
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prices scarcely changed for 
decades face rocketing infla-
tion, the destruction of 
people's savings and a savage 
assault on the living standards 
of pensioners and the poor, 
who cannot negotiate wage in-
creases to compensate. 

In the former Soviet Union, 
huge numbers experience 
hunger and mass insecurity as 
a result of the well-meaning 
but incompetent economic 
reforms of Gorbachev and the 
harum-scarum politics of the 
demagogue Yeltsin. It. is 
awesome to see how between 
them they have wrecked a 
great country. The quantity of 
paper money in the USSR is 
expected to increase fourfold 
this year, while output of real 
goods continues to fall. As a 
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result, prices are rising by 
hundreds of percent within 
months. As newly inde-
pendent republics like the 
Ukraine seek to protect them-
selves by issuing their own 
currency in their own territory, 
Western bankers and 
businesspeople wring their 
hands, not knowing who will 
pay them the money they are 
owed. 

In Russia, Yeltsin's 
"democrats" are running the 
show, advised by. various 
Western academics. Far from 
the USSR being an "empire", 
with Russia exploiting the 
other Soviet republics, for 
decades Russia in fact sub-
sidised them by supplying 
them with cheap oil and gas 
they vitally depend on. Under 

M i 

Yeltsin, Russia could really 
begin to act the imperialist 
bully—seeking to grab the as-
sets of the entire erstwhile 
Union. If Yeltsin and co. now 
charge the others hard curren-
cy for their energy supplies, as 
he says he intends to do, anti-
Russian resentment in the rest 
of the republics could be 
turned against the 30 million 
Russians living outside Russia 
proper. There are in addition 
45 million people of noon-Rus-
sian nationality living outside 
the borders of their own 
republics. Within the Russian 
Federation itself are many 
nationalities whd quite under-
standably do not want to be 
ruled by Yeltsin and co., now 
that they no longer have the 
equal rights of Soviet citizens 
or the guarantees of protection 
by an Ail-Union Soviet govern-
ment. Irresponsible political 
demagogy thus paves the way 
for mind-boggling pogroms 
and territorial disputes. 

The "coup of the three 
presidents", as Gorbachev 
called it, announcing that the 
Soviet Union had ceased to 
exist and been replaced by a 
Slav-based Commonwealth, 
was as unconstitutionally im-
proper as last August 's 
attempted putsch by the Emer-
gency Committee. A 
monopoly of physical force is 
the essence of a state. If the 
centre disappears, there is no 
unified army any more. If the 
army divides, it could be like 
Yugoslavia with nukes, as US 
Secretary of State Baker mut-
tered in alarm. It would indeed 
be an historical _ _ 
irony if the fall of 
communism in 
Eastern Europe 
were to bring a 
nuclear war 
nearer than the 
i d e o l o g i c a l 
divisions of the 
Cold War ever 
managed to do. 
Frederick Engels 
once wrote: the 
fu tu r e will be 
either socialism 
or barbarism. 
What is happen-
ing now in 

Eastern Europe • • • • • 
could bear that 
out. 

The dissolution of the 
Soviet Union is undoubtedly a 
sever blow to all progressive 
humanity. It was the USSR that 
tore the heart out of Hitler's 
armies. Whatever criticisms 
one might make of it, it is indis-
putable that for decades it was 
a rock of stability in the world, 
prevent ing the nuclear 
"balance of terror" from be-
coming an imbalance, and 
supporting anti-colonial and 
national liberation movements 
everywhere. The only way to 
stop the economic free fall In 
Russia and elsewhere, and en-
sure the supply of basic goods 
for the mass of their peoples, is 
to restore the main elements of 
the planned economy. The 
only issue is under whose 
auspices and in what cir-
cumstances it will be done. 

Western advisers say that is 
any real capitalist restoration 
in Eastern Europe is to work it 
requires the breaking up of the 
working class, the dismantling 
of the elaborate communist-

The attempt 
to destroy 

the socialist 
economy is 

turning 
Eastern 

Europe into 
a wasteland 

built welfare states, the over-
coming of the egalitarian 
psychology fostered by 
decades of socialism and the 
development of a small super-
rich business class, whose 
efforts at self-enrichment, they 
promise will help enrich 
everyone else as well! That is 
why suppor ters of the 
capitalist counter-revolution 
are now calling for an end to 
the democratic reforms and 
civil liberty gains of the "velvet 
r e v o l u t i o n s " . 
Authori tar ianism, not 
democracy, is what is needed 
now, cry thew prophets of the 
market economy on all sides in 
Eastern Europe. They propose 
attacks on trade unions, advo-
cate outlawing left political 
parties and organise with-
hunts of socialists a n d 
communists in an attempt to 
turn the clock back to the 1930s 
or the naked capitalism of the 
late 19th century. 

In eastern Germany, it is the 
Bonn government and its min-
ions that is leading the attack 
on democracy and civil liber-
ties. Thousands of decent 
people have been dismissed 
from their jobs because of their 
political views in the former 
GDR. Every obstacle is put in 
the way of leftwing parties, 
while racist ultra-rightwingers 
make hay. The rest of Europe 
stands aside while Kohl, 
Genscher and co. preside over 
blatant abuses of human rights 
in the five eastern German 
lander. 

But in the other ex-com-
munist countries of Eastern 

Europe, those 
leading the 
c a p i t a l i s t 
counter-revolu 
tion have to 
deal with their 
own people — 
men and 
women who 
had high expec-
tat ions of 
improvement 
after 1989 and 
who assumed 
that they could 
have these in 
addi t ion to 
rather than in-

• • • • • • s tead of the 
gains of "real 

existing socialism" that they 
took for granted. "We need 
people with a new mentality," 
moan the "free market" advo-
cates, and they call on Maggie 
Thatcher's think-tanks to tell 
them how to foster it! 

New mentalities are not so 
easily created. Breaking the 
working class of the East 
European countries will not be 
easy. The workers are unlikely 
to allow their lives to be ruined 
so that a few businesspeople 
can make lots of money at their 
expense and their national in-
telligentsia can take their 
holidays in Paris. 

Reaction may be on the 
march these days, but it will 
encounter inevitable strong 
resistance from the working 
class and'forces of national 
democracy. Meanwhile the 
capitalist system whose 
goodies the Easterners longed 
for as they watched Western 
TV shows signs of entering the 
worst economic crisis since the 
1930s. More about that next 
month. 
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New Left turns 
f" < - ....._ .f 

I SHOOT TO KILL: revisionism's Just as deadly 

Conor Foley 
Ireland's Histories, ed. 
Sean Hutton and Paul 
Stewart, Routledge. £12.99 

EDITING a collection of 
e s s a y s must be a t h a n k -
less task. S t a n d a r d s 

v a r y , c o n t r i b u t i o n s c o m e in 
late, k e e p i n g a s t r uc tu r a l 

coherence to the work is dif-
ficult. 

This book is described as a 
radical overview of Irish his-
tory, politics and society. Its 
editors are associated with 
the Irish studies movement 
and it bears a heavy 
revisionist stamp. 

Some of the essays are 
good: O'Connor Lysaght's 
origins of the Free State, Pur-

die on Bew, Gibbon and Pat-
terson, Smyth's core-
periphery analysis of the 
Irish economy and Anne Ros-
siter on Irish women's 
emigration. 

Jonathan Moore's study of 
the British Labour Party is 
disappointing, lacking the 
scope of Geoff Bell's 
Troublesome Business or the in-
dsiveness of John 
Newsinger's recent piece in 
Race & Class. It inexplicably 
stops in 1981 telling the 
reader nothing of develop-
ments in the last 10 years. 
Kevin McNamara's criticisms 
of Labour's record are quoted 
but it is not mentioned that 
he is now their Irish 
spokesperson. 

Joseph Lee's discussion of 
the 1937 constitution stands 
out by contrast. While dis-
agreeing with his defence of 
the Catholic social policy 
clauses, I found his critique 
of some simplistic attacks 
made on it refreshing. De 
Valera's constitution is often 
wilfully misunderstood. 
With all its faults,.it is the 
first document to formally 
vest sovereignty over the is-
land of Ireland in the Irish 
people. Those who respect 

Revisionists in retreat 

Anthony Coughlan 
Revising the Rising, ed. 
Mairin ni Dhonnchadha and 
Theo Dorgan, Field Day, 
£6.95 pbk 

THIS book is a landmark 
in the ideological retreat 
of Ireland's 'revisionist' 

historians. The revisionists 
are really most accurately 
described as 'neo-Unionists'. 
For years now they have 
been trying to brainwash the 
Irish people into being 
ashamed of their history, so 
that they might accept parti-
tion, abandon the attempt to 
establish a fully independent 
state and welcome absorption 
into the EEC and European 
Union. 

I The likes of Theo Moody, 
FSL Lyons, Roy Foster, 
Ronan Fanning, Marianne El-
liott and John A Murphy 
produced the historical argu-
ments. The likes of Conor 
Cruise O'Brien, Garret 
Fitzgerald, Eoin Harris and a 
whole tribe of newspaper 
hacks and media pundits set 
out to popularise them. 

The aim of producers and 
editors was to try by every 
means to discredit left wing 
intellectuals who adopted a 
nationalist by non-
Provisional stance, 

i Effectively, they were 
given a simple choice: either 
throw in their lot with the 

Provos or go over to the 
ranks of anti-national 
revisionism. 

As UCiys Declan Kiberd 
writes in this important book 
of essays on the meaning of 
the Easter Rising today: 
"There was no room for 
liberal tolerance or intellec-
tual subtlety in these matters, 
no middle ground to be oc-
cupied. If a person came out 
in defence off the 1916 rebel-
lion in the media, he or she 
was simply duped a 
Provoid' or 'Hush Puppy 

Provo'; and many careers 
were either aborted or 
retarded so that the 'new 
consensus' might flourish. 
Like all such movements, it 
attracted to its ranks not just 
committed ideologues, but 
also self-serving hacks, who 
could construct lucrative 
media careers around the 
newly fashionable themes." 

But the revisionists over-
reached themselves. The fer-
vour of their anti-national 
attacks led some of them to 
move so far from the actual 
facts of Irish history as to dis-
credit them intellectually. 
Others were found to be 
using suspect historical sour-
ces. A new generation of 
courageous intellectuals — 
Brendan Bradshaw, Declan 
Kiberd, Desmond Fennell, 
Seamus Deane, Luke Gibbon, 
Kevin Whelan, Geroid O 
Tuathaigh — began a fight 
back against the prevailing in-

Irish national democracy 
should accept the logic for 
amending, rather than replac-
ing, it in a united Ireland. 

Margaret Ward's account 
of the women's movement in 
the north of Ireland is also re-
quired reading. Her account 
of how women were forced 
to challenge traditional roles 
due to the incarceration of 
husbands, sons and fathers is 
important: a contemporary 
example would be the charis-
matic double leadership of 
Breda Power and Sharon 
Raghip in the Birmingham 
Six and Tottenham Three 
campaigns. A slight criticism 
could be made of the narrow 
focus on the Belfast-based 
feminism in the 1970s to the 
exclusion of the broader ex-
periences of working class 
women. 

This is more marked in 
other chapters some of which 
are distinctly turgid. Foot-
notes and academic jargon 
are often used in a pseudo-in-
tellectual fashion. I found 
myself looking up the refer-
ence for an argument or idea 
only to find that the authors 
had read it somewhere else! 

Most of the contributors 
have backgrounds in the 

New Left of the 1960s and 
'70s, although probably few 
would still describe themsel-
ves as Trotskyists. Most are 
academics but a reference to 
"activists" in the blurb 
betrays nostalgia for their 
radical pasts. The editors, in 
particular, seem reluctant to 
openly embrace revisionism. 
Sean Hutton's piece, al-
though interesting is argued 
very tentatively. McAuley 
and McCormack's meaning-
less meander down the 
Shankill Road, and Paul 
Stewart's contributions are 
frankly embarrassing. 

J AMES CONNOLLY was 
"simplistic", "crude" and 
"a failure" Stewart 

by telling us (not 
g dea r tf this is his own 

analysis. What is post-
revisionism? "Well it is not 
nationalism or neo-
unkHiwin">an academic < 
friend recently explained, 
"but somewhere in between/' 

I can understand why this 
line would help sell the book 

tellectual terrorism. The more 
astute revisionists now sense 
that they are not carrying the 
people with them and that 
the national mood is chang-
ing. True to opportunist 
form, they have begun an in-
tellectual retreat. 

Thus it is welcome to find 
UCD's Tom Garvin writing 
in this collection that "my 
contention is that the British 
caused 1916, the War of Inde-
pendence and the Civil War 
by their self-indulgent mis-
rule over a long period." It is 
doubtful if he would have 
contended that a few years 
ago. He still hastens to assure 
us though that the Irish 
revolution is now over, as if 
to exorcise thought of that un-
finished business in the 
North. 

It is good to see UCC's Joe 
Lee, who for a long time 
rather sat on the fence regard-
ing revisionism, tackle FSL 
Lyons for misrepresenting 
Patrick Pearse by actually 
misquoting him. 

And Michael Laffan, 
another UCD historian who 
has written a book that large-
ly justifies partition, concedes 
that much of the criticism 
levelled at revisionists is 
valid, though he rather 
patronisingly says that there 
are not many "professional", 
historians among their detrac-
tors. 

There will be, Michael, 
never fear. Just wait a bit. 

I I E , 
on troubled times 

David Granville < 
Troubled Times: Fortnight 
Magazine and the 
Troubles in Northern 
Ireland 1970 - 91, ed. 
Robert Bell, Robert 
Johnstone and Robin 
Wilson, Blackstaff Press, 
£9.95 pbk 

A LTHOUGH many 
I \ readers of the Irish 

^mDemocrat are likely 
to disagree with much of 
the political analysis con-
tained in Troubled Times; 
there is, like the journal it-
self, a great deal of both in-
teresting and stimulating 
comment 

Of the four main sec-
tions in the book, the first 
dealing with the trials and 
tribulations of various pre-
vious editors of Fortnight 
is grossly self-indulgent 
and by far the least inter-
esting. However, the main 
body of the book contains 
a selection of articles on 
politics, current affairs, art 
and culture spanning the 
last 21 years. 

In true Fortnight style, 
contributors in the politi-
cal and current affairs sec-
tion are weighed, despite 
ample protestations of im-
partiality, in f a v w o f ^ 

neo-unionlst position. But, 

find room to include Nell 
McCafferty, although con-
tributions from the pen of 
Gerry Adams or Martin ft*'1 •••• 
McGuinness have clearly 
been ruled out of this 21st 
anniversary publication. 
Other contributors include 
Paul Bew and Hemy Pat-
terson, Kevin Boyle, Tom 
Hadden, Seamus Heaney, 
Tom Paulin, Siobahn Kil-
feather and Garret 
Fitzgerald. 

The book is illustrated 
throughout and contains 
an excellent selection of 
Martyn Turner's excellent, 
if sometimes politically 
wayward, cartoons. As 
with the magazine, articles 
covering the rich seam of 
Irish culture are the most 
rewarding and are worth 
lingering over. 

The final section of the 
book is a chronology of 
events in the Six Counties 
throughout the last 20 
years. A deeply disturbing 
record, it begins on 4 Sep-
tember 1970 with the 
death of an IRA member 
killed while planting a 
bomb in Belfast and ends 
with the murder of Sinn 
Win member Fergal 
Caraher by British sol-
diers on 30 December 
1990* Sadly, one year on, 
both events would have 
appealed equally at home 
in die pages of today's 

to a publisher but I hope the 
editors do not really believe 
i t Revisionism aims to de-
legitimise republicanism in 
the past by deriding Ireland's 
historical fight for freedom 
and exonerating England's 
colonial mismanagement. It 
is part of an anti-republican 
offensive that fits into 
Britain's counter-insurgency 
strategy. Other parts of this 
strategy include torture and 
shoot-to-kill. 

Of course all history and 
theory needs continual 
revision. And in uncovering 
new facts and challenging set 
assumptions the revisionists 
perform a functioa But the 
creative riposte to , ;""f'j 
revisionism is coming from: 
the likes of Kevin Wheian, n. 
Luke Gibbons, Declan Kibend 
and Brendan Bradshaw who 
locate themselves in the 
socialist republican^ f > 
framework pioneered by Con-
nolly and Desmond Greaves. 

Stewart and Hufton snipe 
at this "dated approach" in 
their introduction. But strip 
away the smugness and all 
their book reveals is what has 
happened to a section of the 
New Left that has turned 
fortysomething. 

The book.with 
the hole 

David GranvWei 
Northern Ireland Since 
1945, Sabine Wichert, 
Longman, no price, pbk 

author's claim to < 
have attempted to write ) 
an impartial account of ! 

the recent history of Northern I 
Ireland appears to rest large- I 
ly on her German nationality | 
and the her work as historian | 
who has lived and worked in j 
the Six Counties for the past i 
20 years. I, 

But her key premise^- i 
that the continuationirf 'the 
troubles' is rooted in the S 
economic, political and cul- » 
tural backwardness of the six 
county statelet—is ' 
essentially flawed. Hie 
centrality of Britain's parti-
tion of Ireland is, at best, of 
secondary importance to the i-
attwpifc 

Sabine Wichert would like f 
us to believe that aH the Six j 
Counties require in order to i 
bring them into the 20th een- j 
tury and to end the sectarian 
conflict is gooddoseof* -
'progressive' capitalism — a 
development whic h she sees 
as having been unfortunately 
thwarted in its infancy jn the 
late 1960s by anti-hberal 
unionists reactingtothe civil 
rights demands of the 
nationalist middle class. This < 
is ̂  i 
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IRISH SONOS 

Terrorists Or Dreamers? 
Taken from Music from the Blocks, recorded live and surreptitiously in the 
H-Blocks of Long Kesh. Other songs range from Victor Jaraof Chile to Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki, Russian Roulette. There are also songs about the hunger strikers and 
songs by prisoners including previously unrecorded work by Bobby Sands MP. 
Cassette available from the Four Provinces Bookshop £7.50. 

IN SACKVILLE STREET the curfew drawn; the restless out of sight 
Blackan&Tans marched up and down and the moon shone cold and bright 
The shot was like a whipcrack, brought the first man off his feet 

„ „ „ _ . . • _ ^^? 8 t r e e t 8 
They called out reinforcements, all the people from their beds 

; Screaming "get the bastards" because fear was in their heads 
And they found him in a cellar, he was only seventeen 

n 

I The Sergeant dragged him by the hair and beat him to the ground 
Into this young man's body, he emptied every round 
"Come out and-take a look" he cried as he marched his troops away 

Some knelt and prayed beside hiiiC it was too late anyhow° ? 7 

i They said he was a rebel then. Who's a hero now? 

in '66 his country sang the praises of the dead 
We didn't call them rebels then, we used patriots instead 
In every house, on TV screens, we saw how hard they'd fought 

i How they'd spilled their life's blood, how freedom had been bought 

I The cannons I 
i Prayers for those departed were called for loud and clear 
i For those Who had been outlaws, but that was another year 
• Veterans lined up stiff and proud, their white hair to the Wind 
t With their pride upon their gallant deeds, their thoughts upon their friends 
« But bitter the wounds burst open and the scars of history 
i Were flung into their faces in static reality 
Just up the road from Sackville Street things are different now 
They said he was a rebel then. Who's a hero now? 

Never understanding, fearing far their lives 
Outside the Glennall Brewery, a bomb takes two away 

A terrorist or a dreamer? A savage or a brave? 
Itdependswhose vote your trying to catch, whose face your trying to save? 

scarce 
Send someone to Glasnevin quick to remember Patrick Pearse 
Once more what's truth and fiction, seems like a lie somehow 
they said he was a rebel then. Who's a hero now? 
Who's a hero now? 

.ires 

Speaking at the Desmond Graves Summer School in Dublin last year. 
• revisionist 

„ was that people simply no longer believed 
Jtw whattheyioere being taught. •The new antirnationalist school is so at odds 

rvbtfh'ffte traditions and culture ofltish resistance that people are simply 
turning tocynicisni: We are inviting our raiders tohelp out the revisionists 
tkipugk the small, but\impbrtant,step of composing an anti-nationalist 
tiikd.To help you out;rvehave suggested a few titles. The best efforts will 

' bepuUished in April. 

l.I'Wish It Was Called Londonderry 

2. Partition Must Remain 

3. Sean South Was Very Wrong 

4s Three Green Fields 

5. Come Out 

« 6: The Boys Make the Old Afraid 

BH 
7:We*ear to Spat* AbmPretty Much Everything 

8. VtubDiemen's Holiday Resort 

9 . No Need for love 
Wjtv-r./?'. : . 

ISaifc 
^ mVake It Down Front tktMaetBy Consensus 

On H i e 
Banks of the 
Roses 
ON THE banks of the Roses, 
my love and I sat down 
And I took out my violin to 
play my love a tune, 
In the middle of the tune, oh, 
she sighed and she Said: 
"O-ro Johnny, lovely Johnny, 
would you leave me? 

"Oh when I was a young man 
I heard my father say 
That he'd rather see me dead 
and buried in the clay, 
Sooner than be married to any 
runaway, 
By die lovely sweet banks of 
the Roses." 

"Oh then I am no runaway , 
and soon I'll let them know, 
I can take a good glass or can 
leaveitalone; 
And the man that doesn't like 
me, he can keep his daughter 
at home, 
And young Johnny will go 
roving with another." 

And if ever I get married 'twill 
be in the month of May, 
When the leaves they are 
green and the meadows they 
are gay, 
And I and my true love <_u.. sit 
and sport and play, 
On the lovely sweet banks of 
the Roses. 

Glare To Here 
OH, there's four who share 
the room and we work-hard 
for the brass 
And getting up late on 
Sunday, I never get to mass. 

CHORUS: 
Oh, if s a long, long way from 
Clare to here 
If s a long, long way from 
Clare to here, 
If s a long, long way; it gets 
further day by day 

' Ifs a long, long way from 
Clare to here. 

When Friday night comes 
round ifs only into fighting; 
My ma would like a letter 
home but I've no time for ^ 
writing. 

And the only time I fed aright 
is when I'm into drinking 
It eases off the pain a bit and 
levels out myl 

PETER MULLIGAN'S 
PEEPSHOW 

information 
BETWEEN 1974 and 1990,6,932 people were detained 
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act In connection 
with Northern Ireland—and nearly 6,000 of them were 
released without further action. Additionally, over 
50,08Dare stopped, searched and interrogated at sea 
and air ports each year but the ports authorities on 
government instructions refuse to compile statistics. 

iMMlslMMr^i l^ "The United Kingdom has been 
taken before the European Court of Human Rights at 
Strasbourg for breaching the Convention of European 
Human Rights more than 30 times since 1966. This Is 
more than any other country 1n Europe." Th± Inde-
pendent 

, i 
MflwuMflmffiran Five unnamed army paratroopers 
are to go on trial on eharges arising from the deaths 
of Karen Rellly, aged 18, and Martin Peake, aged 17. 
One paratrooper, Lee Clegg, has specifically been 
charged with murdering Karen Reilly. The Guardian 

•igwaagifliJii Following the announcement that the 
Ulster Unionist Party has unanimously passed a 
resolution In favour of the Internment of known politi-
cal dissidents, Hugh Annesley, Chief Constable of the 
RUC, restated his view that matters were moving 
towards internment. The Guardian 

POOR SOLDIERS! "The guardsmen could do a num-
ber of jobs in offices and so forth where they don't 
actually need their legs." Archie Hamilton, Armed For-
ces Minister, on three disabled squaddies who were 
refused compensation. 

S T A L K E R AFFAIR — "Taylor, 59, said the prosecution 
had been mounted to discredit his friend Stalker, then 
deputy chief constable of Greater Manchester, who 
was suspended from duty during his Inquiry Into the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary's alleged 'shoot to kill' 
policy. The case collapsed after the trial |udge held 
that police lied to get information.'' Taylor recently 
won his case for wrongful arrest. The Sunday Times 

WHO OWNS W H O M ' I W&R Jacob, that well-known 
Irish biscuit-making firm, has now finally been taken 
over. BSN, the French food conglomerate who pre-
viously bought a large stake In the business, have now 
taken control for K59.2 million (£55.3 million). The 
French already own Irish Distillers who produce all the 
main brands of Irish whiskey. The Independent 

The wealth of the bottom half of the 
. . . ..em 8 per cent to 6 per cent between 

and 1988 while the top 5 per cent Increaeed its 
share from 36 to 38 per cent. One In five of the popula-
tion —at least 11 million people—now live below the 
poverty line. Child Poverty Action Group report 

LAST WORD 

"The Irish Protestant can never be free until the Irish 
Catholic has ceased to be a slave." 

~ • HENRY GRATTAN (1746-1820), 
Irish Protestant Home Rule leader. 

i 

Well it almost-breaks my heart 
whan I think of Josephine 
I promised I'd be coming back j ADDRESS 
with pockefe lull of gfleen. 

| Join the CA! 
j Membership costs a mere CIO a year (£12 for couples, 
f 6* unwaged couples end €5 for individual students, 
I unemployed and pawatohars) and Includes a free sub-
I scrip!Ion to the ktah Democrat 

I 

— maybe if s a notion 
Idraamlsee white horses 

i_ Postcode 

fiance on ocean. 
— .ir 



Fresh 
bid for 
peace 
with 
justice 
Corry, and Seamus 
O'Tuathail, and the 
academics Seamus 
Deane, Declan Kiberd, 
Rev Terence McCaughey 
and Daithi O hOgaln. 

Other sponsors include 
the historians Mary Cul-
len, Margaret McCurtain 
and TP O'Neill, the writers 
Tim Pat Coogan, Des-
mond Fennell, Tomas 
MacSiomoin and Ulick O'-
Connor, journalist 
Richard Roche, artist 
Robert Ballagh, former 
Abbey Theatre director 
Tomas MacAnna and 
Gaelic League president 
Proinsias MacAonghusa. 

The declaration is al-
ready being circulated tor 
adoption by national and 
local public bodies in an 
attempt to apply pressure 
on the Dublin govern-
ment to follow the path it 
indicates. 

The sponsors argue 
that there is no evidence 
that the removal of Ar-
ticles Two and Three 
would bring the Northern 
violence to an end or mol-
lify Unionist opinion. The 
argument has only 
gained such strength as it 
has from uncritical repeti-
tion, they say. 

They also dismiss at-
tempts recently endorsed 
by Northern Ireland 
Secretary Peter Brooke to 
replace Articles Two and 
Three with Article One of 
the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment, which enshrines a 
Unionist veto over politi-
cal change in an interna-
t i o n a l l y - r e c o g n i s e d 
treaty. 

They point out that the 
Hillsborough Agreement 
would never even have 
been signed had it not 
been for the existence of 
Articles Two and Three. 
"Without the claim to 
sovereignty made in 
these articles, the Irish 
government would have 
no legal or political entit-
lement to concern itself 
with the internal affairs of 
Northern Ireland, whether 
through the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement or other-
wise," they say. 

They point out tha Ar-
ticles Two and Three are 
not only unremarkable as 
a statement of national 
sovereignty, but also 
were followed very close-
ly in the Basic Law of the 
Federal Republic of Ger-
many, which claimed, 
and eventually took over, 
the territory of the former 
German Democratic 
Republic. 

ANONN IS AN ALL: THE PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS COLUMN 

As the Marxist 
baby gurgles 
down the Eastern 
European 
plughole, the left 
should be taking 
cm invigorating 
shower in the 
classics of the 
socialist canon 

NEW YEAR! A time to 
look forward and, as 
a l w a y s , to cast a 
glance behind. I try 
as a rule not to 

preach, but an incident took 
place recently which has en-
couraged me to make a 
personal s ta tement on our 
chang ing w o r l d and, par-
ticularly, the way people seem 
hellbent on claiming that 'Mar-
xism has failed'. What I have to 
say is a purely personal reflec-
tion which in no way should be 
taken as expressive of the offi-
cial views of the Irish Democrat 
or Connolly Association. 

The incident 1 refer to was 
simply a casual meeting with a 
'middle of the road' British 
Labour Party man at the corner 
shop we both frequent. 

He gree ted me smugly. 
'Well, \ suppose you will be 
revising some of your political 
views now.' 

'You suppose wrong, ' I 
countered, 'but tell me what 
makes you think 1 might con-
template such an attitude?' 

Now that Marxism has 
failed and been abandoned 
everywhere,' he went on airily 
enough. 'Now that every one is 
ditching it and getting on with 
real life. Why, even Marxism 
Today is changing its name and 
the British Communist Party 
has thrown in the towel and 
become just another vaguely 
Leftist ecology group. So 1 
guess you'll be following suit. 
You wri te for the hish 
Democrat; well, that is the jour-
nal of the Connolly 
Association and what was 
Connolly but a mechanical 
Marxist? Marxism is now an 
anachronism in the modern 
wor ld , so I suppose the 
Democrat and Connolly As-
sociat ion wi l l give u p 
Connolly's political views and 
simply become another Irish 
nationalist group.' 

Coming from this acquain-
tance, 1 was not u n d u l y 
surprised at these observa-
tions. And yet, amazingly, 
they are observations being ex-
pressed , in more general 
terms, by m a n y confused 
young people these days, all 
anxious to adopt new label and 
disassociate themselves with a 
discredited' social system. 

Some, who should know 
bet ter , have come to the 
curious conclusion that be-
cause the Soviet Union has 
thrown out Marx, Engels and 
Lenin and w h a t it fondly 
thought was Communism, 
preceded by most of the former 
Eastern Bloc' states, Marxism 

has failed. 

It's 

brush 
up your 
Connolly 

• One of Europe's greatest Marxist theoreticians and prac-
tical thinkers ~ ! 

I have long held the 
opinion, expressed before in 
this column (and for which I 
have been censured but for 
which I remain unrepentant) 
that Marxism, as understood 
by Marx, Engels and Lenin, not 
to mention Connolfy, never 
had any currency in the 
modern Soviet Union. Indeed, 
not since the untimely death of 
Lenin in 1924 was there any 
attempt made to create a state 
in the USSR based on Marxist 
ideals. Those who hold Mirx 
and Lenin to blame for the ex-
cesses of the Soviet regime, as 
if one could turn to their works 
and find blue- prints for the 
Soviet state, its laws, and polic-
ing organ isa t ions , s h o u l d 
actually attempt to read the 
works of the founders of 'scien-
tific socialism'. 

It wasn't Marxism which 
failed the Soviet people but it 
was the Soviet bureaucrats 
w h o fai led Marxism. To 
amend the old adage - the 
singer changed the song. 

And to reject Marxism be-
cause a society which claimed 
to be Marxist (a claim which 
could be easily argued) collap-
ses in a mess, is pathetically 
politically naive. 

To have such a facile inter-
p re ta t ion of h i s tor ica l 
development would be the 
same as Christians rejecting 
Christianity because of the ex-
cesses of the Inquis i t ion . 
Nowadays, many Christians 
take refuge by referring to the 
Spanish Inquisition (formed in 
1479 and abolished in 1820), 
which practised torture and 
r i tual execution. But be it 
r emembered that P o p e 
Gregory IX established the 
Papal Inquisition in 1233, ini-
tially to combat wha t he saw as 
the 'heresy' of the Albigenses 
and later to deal with Protes-
t an t i sm, which also u s e d 
judicial torture. 

Could you meet a Christian 
today who would look upon 
those medieval Inquisitions, 
instigated and approved of by 
the Pope and his successors, as 
upholding the true Christian 
doctrines? Of course not. They 
would say that the Inquisition 
was an aberration a n d ' h a d 
nothing to do with the fun-
damenta l t each ings of 
Christianity. No need to give 
u p the creed because a few in-
terpreters have gone off the 
rails. 

And what has been passing 
for Marxism in those countries 
which have hijacked the name 
for their social systems bears as 
little relationship to it as does 
the actions and doctrines of the 
Inquisition to the teachings of 
Christ. 

Marx o n c e r r t n a r k e u , 
s h o r t l y before his 
death, with a sad shake 

of his head: 'When I see those 
who claim to be Marxist, I 
realise that I am not a Marxist.' 

For me, the philosophical 
approach of Marx and Engels 
is still the sanest approach to 
Ihe human social condition 
that we have and a socialist 
system based on their analysis 
of man's social development is 
the only possible solution for a 
truly civilised society. And in 
these times when we are being 
propagandised by the jubilant 
ruling classes that 'Marxism' 
has failed, that it is no longer 
relevant in today's world, that 
the way forward is to accept 
the old systems, with their ine-
qual i ty , p o v e r t y , misery , 
monarchies and dictators, we 
should go back to the fountain 
head and make sure we under-
stand Vhat Marxism truly is 
and not what other people say 
it is; wfe must strip it down to 
the fun^men teb .Bydo ing so, 

we can see how societies who 
claimed to be Marxist went 
astray. We must learn f rom 
this period or else we will be 
dragged back to a medieval fu-
ture. „ , 

G e o r g e Qrwel l t r i ed to 
warn us in /4mMfiin*.(1945) 
but" his work was seized upon 
by the enemies of socialism 
and claimed as being anti-
social ist . Not so. It w a s a 
w a r n i n g by a social is t t o 
socialists. 

Soviet 'Marxism' and its 
failure, which was inevitably 
given its nature, and socialists' 
failure (particularly here, in 
the West) to recognise it as a 
sys tem which would have 
been rejected by Marx, Engels 
and Lenin, has probably put 
back the cause of true socialism 
in Europe for another genera-
tion at least. It is no use saying, 
as many said over the decades, 
'Soviet Marxism is all we've 
got so we mustn't criticise i f . If 
we are to have any hope of 
progressing towards a real 
civilised, social democracy 
(and I use 'social democracy' in 
the term that Marx original 
m e a n t it) then w e m u s t 
criticise. It is easy to criticise 
capitalism, we socialists know 
capitalism and all its evils. But 
just because someone claims 
they are a socialist does not 
mean we have to believe it and 
never utter a word of criticism 
a g a i n s t them. The Bri t i sh 
L a b o u r Par ty cal led itself 
socialist throughout the years 
when its actions were a con-
s t an t be t r aya l of socia l is t 
i dea l s , especia l ly in the i r 
policies to Ireland. I turn my 
criticism to them as well and it 
would be wrong to stand aside 
in s i lence and thereby ap-
proval of that betrayal. 

In the year a h e a d , we 
would do no better than to turn 
back to the works of one of the 
great Marxists thinkers - James 

Connolly himself. 
In assessing the work of 

Connolly, we would find his 
t h ink ing by no m e a n s 
anachronis t i c . In fact , h e 
would be very much at home 
in today's world because, on 
miHy ftonts - on the national 
questions, t r a d e union ques-
tions, social questions - what is 
happening today are the very 
things he warned about and 
fought against. 

All over Europe, they are 
throwing out the Marxist baby 
with the bathwater of those 
political oppor tun is t s w h o 
have claimed Marx as their 
totem. We must halt that trend 
by an understanding , of what 
Marxism is truly about and, in 
the case of Ireland especially, 
we must turn to the writings of 
Connolly, one of Europe ' s 
greatest Marxist theoreticians 
and practical thinkers. 

We could start our educa-
tion with Connol ly ' s 1908 
work Socialism Made Easy, 
progress to Socialism and 
Nationalism (1901) and go o n t o 
Labour, Nationality and Religion, 
1910. Then, having grounded 
ourselves, we could attempt 
his great classics Labour in Irish 
History (1910) and The Ream-
quest of Ireland (1915). 

And for those w h o say 
socialism belongs to the past 
and 'progressive capitalism' 
has made it an anachronism, 
maybe we should recall the 
lines from one of Connolly's 
poems: 

"The past?' Aye, boy, the 
method's past, the deed is 
stilt the same, > 
And robbery is robbery, yet 
though cloaked in gentler 
name. 
Our means of life are still 
usurped, the rich "man stilt is 
lord, 
And prayers and cries for 
justice still meet one reply -
the sword! 
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