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A 
NEW 

CHARLES HAUGHEY, T.D. 

Fianna Fail 
stands firm 

L J R . Charles Haughey was given 
a standing ovation at the 

Fianna Fall Ard Fheis. People won-
dered when they'd ever sit down. 
This means he will remain leader of 
Fianna Fail for the forseeable 
future, and if he continues to pur-
Sue his sound nationally-oriented 
poMcy, it should not be long before 
the ramshackle coalition tumbles. 
Then, however, he will have the 
economic problem. 

Faced with a similar situation in 
1933, Mr De Valera, his predeces-
sor promised that if he could not 
secure recovery 'within the system" 
he would "go outside the system." 

GLC leaders 
says talk to 

Sinn Fein 
*V«THEN Ken Linvingstone invited 

* » Sinn Fein leaders to come and 
talk with him in London, t he hys-
teria of the gutter press was phen-
omenal. 

As a result the Government 
banned citizens of an integral part 
of the United Kingdom' f rom visi-
ting the capital of tha t kingdom 
although they had committed no 
offence. How's that for law and 
order? 

Mr Livingstone was not to be put 
off. He went to Belfast himself 
and the government did not try to 
stop h im there are precedents, tha t 
kept Tom Mann out in 1932. 

When he got back he pointed out 
tha t the government had had to 
talk to the Indians, the Cypriots 
and the Mau Mau. Wouldn't it be 
an idea to talk to Sinn Fein. 
Stony response. 

The mayor of Moscow is coming 
next month. Will they ban him? 

The latest crushing victory of Sinn Fein in the six counties is 
a warn ing to the SDLP. One suspects that they are in a sore di-
lemma. They represented the people loyally when the people 
were i rresolute, bu t now that seems to be coming to an end. 

All o ther pa r t i e s in I reland 
mus t t ake no te of the changed 
mood of the six county nation-
alities, won a t such terr ible 
cost. F ianna Fail , even Fine 
Gael, cannot afford to look 
weak on par t i t ion , or they ditch 
the SDLP. But if t he Republi-
cans make no serious mistakes 
this could happen anyway. 

T I G H T T Y P E 

The presen t c l imate is not a 
good one fo r inveigl ing Ireland 
into the w a r al l iance, and Mrs 
Thatcher and Mr Fitzgerald 
are not anxious to disclose wha t 
they discussed in Brussels. The 

KEN LIVINGSTONE 

Reagan admins t ra t ion is fierce-
ly pro-war and anti-Republican, 
bu t moves by the Democrats 
show a grea te r sympathy with 
Irish aspirations. 

Two developments in Britain are 
worth notice. One is the greater 
unity and confidence of the Irish 
community in Britain. This is the 
time to get rid of the remaining 
differences, forget past disagree-
ments and present a united front. 

The other is the massive en-
lightenment of the British Labour 
movement. The successful Man-
chester conference of the Labour 
Committee on Ireland (likely to be 
repeated in London in May) shows 
the degree to which a vague mood 
of "let's get out of it" is being re-
placed by genuine anti-imperialist 
sentiment, especially among the 
young people. 

INEFFECTIVE 

The visit of Mr Ken Livingstone 
to Belfast was an undoubted turn-
ing point. He is described by the 
gutter press as "red Ken" but any-
body who has seen him on tele-
vision must recognise tha t he is a 
serious politician who realises tha t 
the old, stale ineffective policies of 
the past cannot go on. 

The possibility of a cease-fire and 
a turn to political action by the Re-

OF 

PARTITION UNDER SENTENCE 
Lakour-Republkan unity in sight 

y ^ L L friends of Ireland must feel encouraged by what is happening today. Things are look-

ing brighter than for a very long time. Once again we can begin to repeat 

James Connolly's slogan of "Labour-Republican unity", the only thing that can win an 

independent united Republic and an end to the quarrel of ages. 

publicans must be seen in this con-
nection. 

The ' 'Irish Democrat' ' has always 
held t ha t however one might dis-
approve of violence, it was bound to 
take place when every single chan-
nel of legitimate political advance 
was stopped up. 

These channels may now be open-
ing. 

Some very significant words of 
Mr Carron's were that the Republi-
cans recognise that they are not 
strong enough to defeat English 
imperialist without the help of La-
bour. Labour cannot of course be 
expected to endorse everything the 
Republicans do. But it should fu r -
ther the cause of a united, indepen-
dent Ir ish Republic by legal actions 
likely to be effective in Britain. 

Obviously the position is fluid. 
We may be on the verge of a new 
era. The moderate parties in Ire-
land are holding a fonim to decide 
what they mean by a united Ire-
land. There can be no question 
about what the Connolly Associa-
tion means by i t - I r e l a n d her own, 
f rom the sod to the sky; no foreign 
bases, no foreign strings, no foreign 
interference. 

If some have to discuss what they 
want, we know what we want, and 
perhaps now is a good time to dis-
cuss how to get it, and what the 
tactics in the promised new era 
should be. 

For t ha t reason the Conolly As-
sociation is calling a conference of 
fr iendly organisations on June 11th, 
and invitations will shortly go out. 

ROY HATTERSLEY, M P. 

131 MPs 
AGAINST 
P. T. ACT 

/"1FEN1NG for the Opposition in a 
^ debate which ended with 131 
Members of Parliament voting 
against the renewal of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act, Mr Ro,v<Hat-
tersley said t ha t the Jellieoe leport 
"on the most critical question of 
balance between protection r.r,<l 
liberty he comes down on the wrong 
side of the argument." 

Mr Hattersley, six of whose con-
stituents were killed in the notori-
ous Birmingham pub bombing 
(whiich to this day is suspected of 
being the work of right-wing ex-
tremists) said the issue was "Should 
the police, acting on no authority 
but. their own, be given tiie power 
to arrest and detain?" Should the 
Home Secretary, acting on no auth-
ority but his own, be allowed to 
extend the detention? Should u, 
democratic Parl iament accept t lwt 
there are t imes when the court J 
cannot convict but when the se-
curity forces should treat men ar<t 
wemen as if they h:id been comic-
tca ; ' 

• 

He pointed out the "can't win" 
arguments in favour of the Act. 11' 
it hasn't worked wc haven't enough 
of it. If it has we have the bene!.!, 
of it. "I fear" he said, " that the Ad, 
and the unacceptable powers t h r t if, 
contains are more and more char-
acteristic of the Government's atti-
tude to law and and crime preven-
tion in general." 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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GERMANY TAKES OVER 
. l o w i m ; ::-.•>.• when tin-

Hi!1 U'1' !,v Ministers \ 
i p ,: ? s '. njj])fd. there . 
•.upona::' to take 1 

u r n Hi.- ::<••.; phase What 
; .. : m wit •. : u Diking ' >.: 

i;M!:. aco .' this, poll' 
w iii- ;: nuolves sweep 

- .list! o-ccemng < rt • 

NnVi'li.U-: !'.).'ii a d ra f t En 
A• ! was tirst put to the Co 

Minister^ In practice ': 
•• o Id lur. i- serious fundamc 
onsptjiH ih i s for the mi-nib. 

n: iiie Community. Tile i: 
;:att wa.- icrivd to the Co' 

Fov:ui. Ministers and 
••> or i i : a t the sun:'; 

, ;., the p:c.-.cut time the Co 
• MmiMer known also as '. 
• 11. ..:: Council. meets a.s an • 

!..d Siirarii! at 'ended b\ :. 
fe line Ministers. 'I . 

U can scfer business to c . 
( oi I'o' cinn Mmistei 

i; , hi t !;• Commission ! • 
- >:• can also be put off to ke -

en in order t'oi the Pn. . 
• r; • to comuU their govt 

-...•-,:- or c!i'! •. ••• parliaments 

i . - propose.: European 
tormah-c the Europ. 

C , n il into 'tile organ of polit:• 
.! .alice 111 the EEC" with pov\ 

,ike decisions and lay do'.'i. 
.- idelines " I'he Council would •>. 
^iven the power to set up tin:••• 
C 1 .ncils of Ministers not at :: 
nt cnciit encompassed by the Tre e 

Koine. The present Council •>'. 
I- : "iin Ministers would be t'ornril-
-,.„ and '.riven tin status of a gen-
e• .i executive In addition the A<-
p: opuses the formation of a .Just-
ti Council o: if. Ministers ot 

J'li!-; political and administrative 
maehinen would move rapidly 

t .. a-cis majority voting and re-
e. tor all practical purposes, the 

-......: to veto a decision. This 
a. i .id enable the EEC's structure 
' . be extended well outside of. and 
i. .edition to. the Treaty of Home. 

i'ne draf t Act does not call for 
i a'.:rteation by t N Parliaments of 
:;•. '.v.oer countries As the Act was 
p.-.posed outside both the Commis-

:. and the Council ol Ministers 
it has not been discussed by the 
Parl iaments either The effect 
V," al'a be sell enhancement- set up 
ar. Executive which can extend its 
oi l powers without any reference 

!; democratic procedures. parli-
;iiei:: . or the peoples within the 
EEC A massive step indeed m 
..-•>:.sohdatmg the European Union' 
which member states would be 
roinnulted to in priiaiple if they 
, i ; a o l the draft Act as it stands. 

tfb.SMOR THOMAS O'REILLY 
walked out oj the Mary-

land. USA. legislature recently 
during a speech by Line Gael 
Lord Mayor of Cork, Mr Hugh 
C o v e n e v , when he denounced 
No raid and the IRA. 

1 ! think he's a disgrace to 
Ireland and an embarrassment 
to Irish people," Senator 
O'Reilly told the "Irish Times". 

"As far as I am concerned 
he is an emissary of the British 
Government and his passage 
here should have been paid for 
b y the Queen. 

"He was telling'the S e n a t e of 
Maryland that those who want 
England out of Ireland are 
wrong. He was saying that 
people who resist England's pre-
sence. in Ireland are criminals 
and that we Americans should 
go along with the British ap-
proach to solving the Northern 
Ireland problem." 
SENATOR O'REILLY said that 

his people were from Co v a n 

THE EEC 

by 
JOHN BOYD 

.•.!• : . .- . :• the c:c.-.\: ,:. ot the 
!-, :ope...:. Vn.ion wo.la u com-
iti >:. :.:e.gi'. polio;, already 
p a"t:sej U a certain i- e! Other 

.:.:- v.. a'.-i :nc! :de vhe inevitable 

1 aspects o; l;te 

i>. " ;:.•- most omipo is aspect• 
'•: i: • "whole prop".-, i '.:: political 

:.:.; ..-. :. is the question ot 
.': • ::. pi act s .- the- i til eom-

!:. • P.- :.' ali l l lr ir ia: States 
• ti: • Was- European brunch 01 
\ A i'i" .. tiici e!ore U.S military 
p- il: a s Ireland w->;ld lose her 
ra .'. -t.'y Fiance he.' partial liide-
pep,: -c. •> :.oni NATO and the ad-
\ .. - .. ' .: • bv th-- growing peace 
::. • P.' - 111 \ al'lOeS inr-mb-.': 

v. be .s"rp.c:si\ blunted 

' 1 HE: ..a no prizes to: gue.-sitig 
* : . ::;?n;bci state that is push-

!".; t::-'-. proposals alon." - West 
( t e r m . i O n 1st January the 
\V--.-e. G 'man Foreign Minister. 
CK-ns-her s.ud that the purpose of 
tin- Aft was "to shore up more 
firmly '.:: two pillars of European 
.mncatio:'., the European Com-

ic up:-, aP.-a ti e European Political 
Coopcra ' ;on. under th.e common 
:•(»•>! os t P.e European Council " He 
emphasised that an objective of the 
proposal was "an improvement in 
tin- decision making ability of the 
EC Council of Ministers by increas-
ing the use of majority decisions 
and expanding the functions of the 
European Parliament." He wan-
ted the Act ratified by "Heads of 
State and Governments in an el-
fort to move Europe ahead on the 
road towards political unification " 
He forgo' to mention, iust like the 
spider d : i to the fly. what exactly 
was in th? larder 

Helm ,:. Schmidt neatly summed 
up th: whole subject when lie said 
on Jan easy ;st "Time to forget the 
British problem." 

'[ lie t i : fL European Act may no', 
be accepted in total this time 
around, but without doubt some 
parts oi :t will. If there had been 
an> serious objections the whole 
set of proposals would have been 
thrown cat of the ring by now. Any 
state remaining a member of the 
EEC will be sucked into the political 
structure of a European Union and 
all its black consequences as step 
by step all the proposals are even-
tually brought about by one foul 
means or another. 

and that he knows far more 
about the problem of Ulster 
than the Lord Mayor of Cork. 
"He is here to promote Irish 
indus t ry , but it is clear that his 
proper role is to promote the 
British line in Ireland," the Sen-
ator said 

ROY JOHNSTON 
lllllill!HIII!lllll!l!NIIII!l!!!lll!lllllllllll!lllllllllllllll!llllli 
I I I T H E K K ) I have tended to 
* ' h.ave one-theme features this 

nioPtii I propose to try to cover a 
wider fiela with many short snap-
sill ' S Of a s i eiie which despite the 
re e ssion !.•; minis acti*. e 

L'I ..Ivors.' \ College Dublin is in. 
t ne pi'C.a of colle ting £(;.75M 
fi on : its gia d.iates to fend a major 
new university indust ry centre on 
t la- Belr.eld campus. This will be 
the shop u .nciow' for the new En-
gll'.e eling fc •hool being built at Bel-
field •i * a c o:-;t of ISM The move 
iron 1 i 11 - - 0 !d College «f Science 
buildings Upper Mernon Stree1 

MOUNTAIN 
OF FRAUD 

r iRAUD. inefficiency and incom-
* petence "on a staggering scale" 

is revealed m a recent Common 
Market official report, says Labour 
Treasury spokesman Jack Straw 

The information comes front the 
EEC Court of Auditors. 

The report states that salaries 
paici to Commission and Assembly 
officials are not always properly ac-
counted fop The spokesman, who 
is Labour MP for Blackburn, de-
clared "the scope for fraud under 
this system can barely be imag-
ined." 

He instanced thirteen thousand 
IKiunas unaccounted for in the case 
of a holiday camp for officials' 
children £700,000,000 paid to de-
veloping countries cannot be pro-
perly audited. And strangest of 
all, earthquake aid to Italy was 
used to build cheese-processing 
plant.3 

Readers of the Irish Democrat 
will recall tha t we made similar 
charges several years ago. 

Bill Hardy 
septugenarian 

l \ 7 E extend belated birthday 
' ' greetings to Bill Hardy, a 

very old and true friend of the 
Connoll;. Association and Irish 
Demo-rat Bill, who hails from 
Trim, County Meath, worked for 
many years as a carpenter, but is 
now. alas, in poor health and un-
able to get about or be as active as 
he would still dearly love to be. He 
celebrated his seventieth birth-
day op February 28th, and would 
like all his old friends to know, 
through the paper, that rumours of 
his de :ease. like those about Mark 
Twain, are greatly exaggerated. 

May your health improve, Bill, 
and your indomitable fighting 
spirit keep you going for many 
year.i yet - P.B. 

ROY JOHNSTON 

SCIENCE AND 
is expected shortly. though ••ra-
the current budgetary const:...us > is 
could well be delayed The piopos"ri 
Centre will be used, amoiu oti.ei 
things, for mid-career re-tramma •>: 
engineers from industry, as weii a-
a conference centre and general 
contact-pomt tor industrially spon-
sored postgraduate projects In 
doing this UCn will be ieaptrog-
gmg' TCD wlui h was early m the 
field with this concept, though 
without adequate resources, s - taai 
it lacked the necessary imp.c" 

Queens University Belfast lias 
been working away on the wave en-
ergy problem for some years now 
There is a connection with toe fic-
tile of Harlana and Wolte tp-aigh 
I don't think the QUE researches s 
were thinking of this, or is so I 
haven't seen it. The connection is 
tha t any wave energy device will be 
likely to be dependent on the ass ot 
the ship builder for its constrsr; ."ft 
A typical device might be co r rec -
ted out of modules of some to., oi 
metres m length each produce..i ot 
the order of a megawatt of hydrau-
lic energy for a pumped storugi 
system ashore These could be mass-
produced in shipyards asic '.«<•>•« 
to their working location. The In.;'i 
west coast is the best locatioss m 
the world for wave energy. 

' T H E Queens' people have oeen 
* working closely with the Jap-

anese, who have spent money on a 
trial full-scale wave-energy device, 
though in their sea the wave power 
available is rather feeble. The 
Queen's people have licensed cat, a 
turbine design for production by-
Fuj i Electric; this is small-scale 
stuff (about 100 kwi but the experi-
ence is important. They ha ie also 
licensed out to Ryokusisha the pro-
duction of wave-powered naviga-
tional buoys. These have been so 
successful that the British naviga-
tional authorities have been buying 
them from Japan. 

N- OW for the punch-line on the 
excellent work. Maggie That-

cher 's government, true to its col-
ours. has pulled the plug, cutting 
the research funding. 

T h e initial impact of the British 
'Videotex' system on the consumer 
market has been negligible: the 
idea of using a combination of 
phone-line and TV set to gain ac-
cess to a wide range of information 
services has just not caught on. The 
system in Britain also has been bed-
evilled by problems of technical 
s tandards, which have impeded the 
development of a European market 
for th is type of service The prob-
lem is rooted in the traditional in-
abilty of the British and French to 
agree. In contrast in the USA they 
have plumped for a. Canadian 
s tandard, and are forging ahead. 

The Irish attitude to this sort ot 
development is to build first the 
specialist networks, making use of 
the service where there high 
value in the information A pilot-
scheme has been set up by the 
I I R S in association with th- Con-
federation of Irsh Industries and 
ACOT the agricultural advisory 
service: this involves about r>1 users 
and is aimed at giving them acess 
to up-to-date technical, economic, 
industrial and agricultural informa-
tion from a central data-base. 

The type of information available 
ranges from standard specifica-
tions, through conference and ex-
hibition information, exchange 
rates, market priies etc to disease 
control data for crops. Any techni-
cal or economic information which 
is 'time-critical' for the user is a 
candidate for inclusion in such a 
videotex system. This would seem 
to be a more realistic approach to 
the 'information-market' than the 
earlier British consumer-orientated 
concept. The latter will, of course, 
eventually come, to the extent that 
the 'home work-station' is envis-
aged, avoiding the need to travel to 
work in an office-block; these will 
soon be like the dinosaurs. We will 
have travelled full circle; work will 
revert to cottage industry status, 
with the 'putting out' system. All 
this will of course have important 

TECHNOLOGY 
implications for the mode of poltti 
cal organisation of the working-
class They need not be all nega-
tive 
\ E\V building materials of Irish 
- * dt sign are coming on the mai -
ket. at the level of modular timber 
frame construction, prefabricated 
window systems, insulation systems 
etc. The increase in insulation has 
given rise to a problem of conden-
sation on windows, to the extent 
that the window-frames if wooden, 
are rotting away at an increased 
rate One Navan firm has come 
sip with a fibre-glass concrete com-
posite window-frame. 

The 'Veuve Chquot Business-
woman of the Year' award went 
this year to a Monaghan lady, who 
some 10 years ago dropped out of 
college because her fa ther died. 
She inherited a small jobbing agri 
cultural engineering works, employ-
ing three people. Now she em 
ploys 40 people and makes machin 
cry for making concrete products, 
which she exports all over the 
world: advanced stuff, with micro-
electronic control and such. 

There is a museum of agricultural 
machinery being developed at 
Johnstown Castle, near Wexford in 
the Agricultural Insti tute centre 
there The curator is Dr Austin M. 
O'Sullivan. 

He is trying to collect a complete 
historical record of Irish agricul-
tural machinery, and is concentrat-
ing initially on the sugar-beet in-
dustry. He is particularly interes-
ted in finding a Pierce horse-drawa 
beet-lifter (known as the beat-all't 
and also an example of the Armer 
Mark I Any other ar tefacts con-
nected with the early beet industry, 
snagging-knives, crowners or what-
ever. or even copies of early 
machinery catalogues. 

ROY JOHNSTON 

Gave 
back 
whiskey 
at 
Mayo 
Davitt 
Dance 

A good crowd gathered in the 
' ' Irish Centre, London on Sat-
urday, March 19th for a dinner 
dance in aid of the Michael Davitt 
Memorial Centre to be built at his 
birthplace in Straid, Co. Mayo. The 
dance was organised by the Mayo 
Association, London, at the sugges-
tion of Mr Michael Murphy, a 
member of the Connolly Associa-
tion, for many years. Michael hails 
from Bangor Erris and his grand-
fa ther was very active in the Land 
League. 

Mr Hubert Lyons, Chairman of 
the Mayo Association, read out a 
letter of thanks for the initiative 
displayed from Mr Mat Moran, 
Chairman of the main Memorial 
Committee back in Mayo, in which 
he mentioned not only Davitt 's re-
publican activities and his found-
ing of the Land League, but also 
his close ties with the Labour 
movement in Britain. 

Patrick and Stella Bond of the 
Connolly Association, a t tending 
the dance, were lucky enough to 
win a bottle of whiskey in the 
raffle. Despite temptations and-
other suggestions, half the value 
has been donated to the Davitt 
fund and half to the Irish Demo-
crat. 

Music at the dance was provided 
by 'Donna and Smile' and there was 
an excellent display of I r ish dan-
cing by three charming ladies ot 
the Maguire-Wade School. 

JOIN THE 
CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

I wish to join the Connolly Association 

N a m e .. 

A d d r e s s 

Subscription : £6 per annum 

(Concessions for couples and unwaged) 

S e n d to 177 LAVENDER HILL, LONDON SWI1 

'Disgrace to Ireland"—Senator 

April 1983 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

P.T.A. 
Continued from Page One) 

Mr Roy Jenkins made a long-
winded effort to defend himself as 
the author of the Act and said that 
t h e Liberal and Social Democrat 
alliance would support the Conser-
vatives. So much for what tile Irish 
can hope from those fello vs! 

Mr Reginald Freeson said the 
t e s t way of fighting terrorism was 
by open justice and not by secret 
activity on the part of the state. 
Mr Pitt and Mr McNamara also 
opposed renewal. In the division 131 
votes were cast against renewal, 
over three times the highest yet. 
These were Labour with the excep-
tions of David Alton <Liberal), and 
Dafydd Wigley >Plaid Cymrui. Mr 
Btaii Newens who has in the past 
been somewhat hesi tant about the 
repeal of the Act cast his vote 
ngamst renewal, something \ih:ch is 
bound to gratify his many admirers 
in the anti-imperialist movement 
where he has done so much work. 
There is nothing inconsistent in such 
a change. At. one time lie thought 
the Act might on balance v. :s nec-
essary: he thinks it is not lieces-
snry now, and we congratulate him. 

The party had not imposed a 
three-line whip, and some w ere thus 
lef t examining their consciences. It 
is a terrible thing tha t a man like 
Mr Stan Omie, who is himself a 
decent man. should feel himself 
t rapped in a reactionary stance 
through past responsibilities in the 
six counties. Little else could oe ex-
pected of Messrs Mason and Con-
cannon. who seem to nave swal-
lowed hook line and sinker all that 
t h e partitionist establishment told 
them. 

But the man whose .status was 
most enhanced by this debate was 
undoubtedly Mr Hattersley. a mail 
who does not often figure on the 
rJiort list for a fu tu re Prime 
Minister, but who is building tip 
the type of reputation which is 
helping to unify the Labour Party. 

Here is the list of MPs who voted 
against the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act: 

Allaun. Prank: Alton. David; 
Ash ton, Joe: Atkinson, N. iH'geyi; 
Ba,rnett. Guy (Greenwich); Benn, 
R t Hon Tony; Bennett , Andrew 
(St 'kp't N); Booth. Rt Hon Albert: 
Buchan, Norman; Callaghan, Jim 
(Midd't 'n & Pi ; Campbell, Ian; 
Campbell, Savours. Dale; Cane,van, 
Dermis; Carmichael, Neil; Carter-
Jones, Lewis; Clark, Dr David iS 
Shields); Cocks, Rt Hon M. (B'utol 
S) ; Cook, Robin F.; Cox, T. (W'ds-
vv'th, Toot'gi; Cryer, Bob; Dalyell. 
Tam; Davidson, Ar thur ; Davis, 
Clinton (Hackney C); Deakins, 
Eric; Dean, Joseph (Leeds West): 
Dobson. Frank: Dormand, Jack; 
Douglas, Dick: Dubs. Alfred: 
Duffy. A. E. P.: Eadie, Alex; East-
ham, Ken; Ellis. R. iNE D'hysh're); 
Evans, loan (Aberade i; Evans, John 
(Newton); Ewing, Harry; Pitt, Ger-
ard; Flannery, Martin: Foot, Rt 
Hon Michael; Foulkes. Georee: 
Fraser, J. (Lamb'th. N'w'di; I rec-
kon, Rt Hon Reginald; Garrett, 
John (Norwich Si; George, Bruce: 
Ciolding. John; Hamilton, James 
(Bothwell); Hamilton. W. V/. ' C'tral 
Fife I; Hardy. Peter; Hart , Ht Hon 
Dame Judith; Hattersley, Rt Hon 
Roy: Haynes, Frank; HefTer, Eric 
S.; Holland, S. iL'b'tli, Vauxh'lli; 
Home Robertson. John; Horn?wood, 
William: Haoley. F rank ; Hoyle. 
Douglas; Huckfield, Les; Hughes, 
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;\JRS THATCHER (Oh! That 
, voice! Thixotropic, gluti-

nous, like refrigerated sago pud-
ding !) is never tired of talking 
about "our free society", our 
"democratic way of life". 

Nobody asks her "whose free 
society", or "what's democratic 
about it ?" 

England is a monarchy. The 
monarch is the head of the 
executive. The executive is 
supposed to obey Parliament. 
But in fact its influence over 
Parliament is pretty potent. And 
the machinery of government is 
profoundly authoritarian. It was 
James Connolly who pointed 
out that the Cabinet was com-
pletely unconstitutional. Eng-
land is an unconstitutional 
monarchy. 
ADMITTEDLY within this 

there are checks and balan-
ces which protect the citizen. 
But now these are being slowly 
eroded away. Slowly, did I 
say ? Too quickly. 

And just as France was 
brought close to fascism 
through hanging on to Algeria, 
England is being converted into 
what a writer in the Guardian 
calls a "Banana Republic" as 
techniques of dictatorship lear-
ned or tried out in the six 
counties are repeated here. 

The Guardian writer says 
"These dangerous tendencies in 
British society m u s t be chal-
lenged and checked before it is 
too late." One way to clear 
the road for the advance of 
democracy in Britain would be 
to get out of Ireland. 

CREEPING FASCISM 
B 1 a scheme give i ts s u o e n b e r s [ R i T I S H Te lecom introduce: 

i t emised p h o n e bills. 
This i nnocen t - sound ing p roposa l p resen t s a t h r ea t to civil l iber-

t ies o! h a i r - r a i s i n g p ropor t ions . 
U n d e r t h e n e w Police Bill t e l e p h o n e m o l d s can be seized fo r 

e x a m i n a t i o n . T h e pol l -e can t h u s lind out e x a c t l y w h o a m a n 
has been t a l k i n g to. h would be poss ib le at a l a t e r s t a g e to record 
on c o m p u t o r e v e r y t h i n g he said. T h e final s tage wou ld be to p lace 
a m i c r o p h o n e in each ins ta l l a t ion so that e v e r y t h i n g said in the 
house w a s r eco rded . 

T h e T o r i e s a r e w o r k i m in t h e d i rec t ion of a c o m p l e t e se rv i l e 
s ta te , w h e r e t h e r e is constant po l ice surve i l l ance of e v e r y b o d y and 
e v e r y t h i n g . It is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t t h e Data Protection Bill going 
t h r o u g h P a r l i a m e n t is silent on t h e conf ident ia l i ty of p h o n e calls! 
G o v e r n m e n t and big business a r c en t i t l ed to <ecrecv. not t he or-
d i n a r y c i t izen . 

' | ' H E R E is an old L a t i n tag . 
Quis cus todie t ipsos custo-

dies'.'". m e a n i n g " w h o vdl look 
a f t e r the keepe r s?" 

So where do we get our magis-
trates from? Since this is a "iree 
society" perhaps they're elected. 

Not a bit of it. I've just been 
looking through the list of 21 new 
Justices of the Peace ,n Liver-
pool. They were appointed by the 
"Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
cashire." 

No dyubt they a re admirable 
people, and the Chancellor is 
doubtless an ornament to his an-
cient office But it is remarkable 
how much old-fashioned feudalism 
clogs up our "democratic way of 
life.'' 

\ T R Tebbitt, Secretary of State for 
J ' * anti-trade unionism is repor-

ted to be considering introducing 
legislation to outlaw strikes in "es-
sential industries." To organise a 
strike if there was any "danger of 
loss of life" would be a criminal of-
fence and t rade union officials 
would go to jail. 

t h e Bravest threat to c iv i l liber-
ties in England for nearly two 

centuries is the Police and Cr imina l 
Evidence Bi l l which is being rushed 
through Parl iament in the wane ol 
the renewal ot the Prevent ion ot 
Terror ism Act. 

This itself is being used in-
creasingly i n the six counties. In 
fact, ot course, it is hard ly neces-
sary as the police and m i l i t a r y can 
do more or less what they l ike 
Including shooting people dead. 

So much has been learned about 
repression that the Tories have de-
cided to try it out in England. 

It this Bill becomes law, the po-
lice could arrest anybody and hold 
them incommunicado. People could 
be stopped and searched at police-
man's wnim. They could search 
any premises at any hour of the day 
or night and confiscate any papers 
they had a mind to, even including 
confidential medical records, or re-
cords held by priests and clergy. 
They could compel journalists to re-
veal the source ot their news-
stories. They could set up road-
blocks wherever they wished, and 
hold any arrested person tor 36 
hours without preferring any 
charge. 
Does anybody trom "Northern Ire-
land" recognize this. It seems to 
smell of the Special Powers Act! 

Particularly shocking is the pro-
vision that the police could search 
the homes ot people not suspected 
of any crime. 

Mr Michael Foot has pledged that 
the next Labour government will 
repeal this retrograde and oppres-

sive legislation. 
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What we wrote twenty-six years ago 
ill! 

\ V E print below the greater part 
' ' part ol the editorial published 

in the Ir ish Democrat in January 
1957. 

The paragraph deleted criticises 
Irish organisations who no longer 
merit the accusations levelled 
against them, and we see no need 
to revive past animosities. 

Readers will note that the policy 
of the Irish Democrat twenty-six 
years ago was substantially what it 
is today. But the difference is 
that now the British working class 
is waking up to the iniquity of the 
1921 Irish "settlement." 

Whatever can or cannot be 
claimed for the Irish Democrat it 
cannot be accused of inconsistence. 
It was founded to support the inter-
ests of the Irish in Britain to fight 
for a recognition in Britain for the 
establishment of a united inde-
pendent Irish republic, and to do 
these things by enlisting the sup-
port of the British Labour move-
ment. 

We hope tha t this month, when 
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Hon Frederick; Newens, Stanley: 
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Pavitt. Laurie; Prescott. c h n ; 
Price, C. (LewishamW): Race. Keg; 
Radice, Giles; Richardson, Jo; 
Roberts, Ernest (Hackney N>: Rob-
inson. G (Coventry N W c Ross, 
Ernest (Dundee West); Row-
lands. Ted; Silkin. Rt Hon J 'Dept-
ford); Skinner, Dennis; Smith, Rt 
Hon J. (N. Lanark); Snape. 1'cter; 
Soley, Clive; Spearing, Nigel: fit.al-
lard. A. W.; Stott, Roger; Taylor. 
Mrs Ann (Bolton Wi; Thome. Ftan 
(Preston South); Tillev. John; 
Wainwright, E. Dearne V<; Walker. 
Rt Hon H. (D'casteri; Walkins. 
David; Welsh, Michael; White, 
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we are making a circulation drive 
to break even financially, that any 
readers who have seen the paper 
for the first t ime will appreciate 
this, and if they would like to have 
il regularly send in for a postal 
subscription. Here is the editorial: 

WHOSE SHAME? 

NOT the Irish but' the British 
people should hang their heads 

in shame when the news comes 
through that the flower of Ireland's 
youth are defying British law In 
the snowy hills of Antrim. 

These young men are not terror-
ists. They are not the opponents 
of all law a n 4 order, as they are 
represented. They are not mad fan-
atics, worshippers of the gun, people 
to whom nationalism is a macabre 
religion. 

They are Irish patriots. They 
knew well when they left their 
homes and their parents that they 
"would probably finish In a six-
county jail, tha t some ol their 
friends at heme would say "the 
poor mugs" even as they admired 
them for it. They did not face 
penal Servitude, even the loss of 
their lives, for nothing, tor an emp-
ty dream. Nobody does. Men are 
not so constituted. 

Election result 
' I HE figures for the recent local 
• authority !-.y election in the Co. 

Tyrone are as follows: 

Sinn Fein 
Alliance !»07 
SD.L.P (i'r>4 
Workers Party -0 

This election results shows that 
as far a.s the nationalist people are 
concerned the policy ol sweeping 
aside the issue partition and wooing 
the Unionist on an economic 
basis is a non-starter. People in 
England whose political inclinations 
lead that way should be having a 
good re-think. 

They adopted their chosen course 
ot action because the British La-
bour movement has failed in its 
duty. Their blood and their im-
imprisonment is on the heads of 
those who voted for the infamous 
•Ireland Act" of 1949, on the heads 

of those so-called Labour syco-
phants who attempted the perman-
ent dismemberment of Ireland with 
the aid of Tory votes. 

The "Irish Democrat" has never 
been consulted on their tactics. It 
has never stood up and invited men 
to take these risks. But it has told 
Labour to do Its job, to put its prin-
ciples into practice. And it has said, 
and says again, that as long as 
British Labour fails to secure the 
withdrawal of British troops from 
Ireland, so that the majority of 
Irish people will have their rights 
as a majority in their own country, 
then young men will do as the 
present generation is doing. 

It cannot be avoided. It is not a 
question of whether their theoreti-
cal standpoint is thoroughly 
scientific, whether there Is a proper 
philosophy behind every move. 

People labouring under a real and 
monstrous injustice do not think 
this way, and il Hitler had con-
quered England, the British people 
would not have seen philosophy as 
their salvation. 

II there was no British occupa-
tion of North East Ireland there 
would be no I.R.A. The issue is as 
simple as that . 

Those young men should never 
have been put in a position where 
they felt the only way to free their 
country from the stress ot inter-
minable crisis was to make their 
own law and set it up against the 
law of the oppressor. 

The British people still have 
time. They want no more Sue?, 
and no more Cyprus. A free united 
Ireland cannot conceivably hurt 
one hair of an English worker's 
head. 

Let the British working class, as-
sisted by the Irish exiles in Brit-
tain, join their voices in one de-
mand. Justice for Ireland. Down 
with the Ireland Act, out with the 
British troops, and give the two na-
tions peace! 

f 
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Michael O'Leary lies a-moultlering in Fine Gael... 

BUT HIS SOUL GOES MARCHING O N ! 
TING-a-ling! There goes the divi-

sion bell. Now is the time for 
-.11 good men to come to the aid of 
".1.1 . . . coalition. 

But wheie is deputy Bell? Where 
. prendergast and one other. Dear 

ma'. The coalition's majority Is 
-:iwn to three, The deputies ex-
plain the division be!!, summoning 
them to vote for swingeing in-
creases in taxes on lower incomes, 
.i;t - backs in unempl jywent 
money and slashing of social ser-
vices did not ring in their office." 

True, they voted for the govern-
ment later, except for Mr Bell 
hho stuck to his ITGWU guns, and 
Y,as conseciucntly lost the Labour 
Aii'p. But the episode shows how 
the coalition between Labour and 
F;ne Gael could easily fal! apart. 

The Irish Labour Party was 
' ;undcd in 1912 as a result of a 
resolution moved by James Con-
nolly. Connolly must be turning in 
nis grave. That his party siould 
remain in a government that jailed 
<ride unionists for a sit-in against 
redundancies at Ranks, at a time 
*nen unemployment is the highest 
n the history of the stitfe! 

LABOUR'S last leader, Michael 
O'Leary, has gone over to Fine 

Gael. But his soul goes Marching 
,n. So deep is trade union con-

cern that ITGWU leader John Car-
roll has indicated that unions are 
considering disaffiliation f rom the 
Labour Party. This would not 
have the devastating effect such a 
move would have in Britain. The 
Labour Party is not nearly as de-
pendent on trade union finance as 
its British counterpart. 

There is no need to doubt tha t this 
is the coalition to end all coalitions. 
Undoubtedly Fine Gael so intend it. 
Already they are looking towards 
the right-wing factions in Fianna 
Fail. The Labour Party would then 
be dropped like a w r u n g - o u t rag. 
The strategy has been pre-
empted by the spectacular victory 
of Mr Haughey who is now Fianna 
Fail leader for the foreseeable 
future. But postponed is not 
abandoned. They hope to have 
another go. 

The persistent error of the Irish 
Labour Party is its failure to recog-
nise the national question as the 
driving force of Irish politics. It 
could have led the nation in 1916, 
but threw away the advantage to 
be gained from Connolly's sacri-
fice. In 1918 it refused to re-
pudiate Westminster. In 1921 it 
accepted the so-called "treaty." In 
the 1922 election It ignored the 
pact" and thus legitimised Collins's 

breach of It. True in 1927 it was 
prepared to enter a coalition with 
Fianna Fail—the coalition that was 
Jinksed." It backed Fianna Fail 

uneasily in 1932, but the larger 
party felt it an unreliable ally 
which was dropped after the 1933 
election. T h e policy of coalition 
with Fine Gael began with 1948 — 
but this was a broader coalition 
containing Clann na Poblachta 
(Sean MacBride) and Clann na Tal-
mhan. 

The result of the coalition policy 
is that though there is periodical 
use of socialist phrases, propagan-
da of Labour principles is virtually 
non-existent. No education is car-
ried on within the party, for the 
party denies itself every time it 
enters an unprincipled coalition. 

*»The members have heard of Con-
nolly and Larkin, but that 's all. The 
great t radi t ion of Irish radicalism 
survives in the trade unions, but 
not in the Labour Party. 

So where the unions are strong, as 
In Dublin, t h e workers vote Fianna 
Fait. It was Fianna Fail that built 
up the g r e a t nationalised Indus-
tries—a relatively larger public sec-
tor than was ever know in Britain, 
even before "privatisation." It was 
Fianna Fail tha t created the jobs, 

built the new house and introduced 
the measures of social security. 
Labour draws its voting strength 
from small town, rural, more con-
servative workers. 

That the next government, bar-
ring the sudden appearance of 
something unpredictable like a poli-
ticized Sinn Fein appealing to the 
workless youth, will be Fianna 
Fail seems fairly certain. But should 
Fianna Fail fail, then (again bar-
ring the unexpected) it will 
be Fine Gael without Labour. Will 
Labour survive, will the Workers' 
Party replace it, will the Trades 
Unions seize control and make a 
t rue Labour party of it, or will there 
be a recrudescence of traditional re-
publicanism? 

Who can say? But if Labour Is to 
survive it will need to do some 
fresh and hard thinking. It might 
have to consider re-forging the link 
with the Trades Unions that was 
broken in 1929. It will have to be-
come at least as national as Fianna 
Fait. It may have to consider an 
alliance with Fianna Fail in opposi-
tion to Fine Gael, perhaps even a 
grand radical coalition bringing 
others in. Here, as in other things, 
Ireland stands at the end of one 
period and before the opening of a 
new one. 

THE SLOW SPRING OF RESURGENCE 
I AST year the "Irish Democrat" 
' - predicted that the death of 
ij .oby Sands and his republican 

..leagues might have at: effect on 
J.-ish history comparable ' > that 

. the Easter Rising. 
There was not long t> wait. 

O en Carron was elected MP for 
•. numagh. The HepuV.ieans 

...lied 10',' of the votes it: the 
: >< >d elections. They found Vr.em-
-ives with a political f o l d i n g 
•-.a were forced into politics They 
.. ' i to respond to what the; : sup-

, - J : ten s wanted of them. 
This was Mrs Thatcher - work 

we would not like t> g". :dge 
• •i the credit for it. She proved a 
'jrthy successor to General Max-

. •;11. And she got 7»:w she 
':n't intend. 

' j ' H E presence of a repubUj.u; fol-
lowing in the six counties, and 

:.." possibility that Si'.'.n Fein 
. l ight replace the SDL? as the 
-/jl Sinn Fein replaced the P.ed-
f.iondite party, was a warning to 
• hose who could read it mot Mrs 
['hatcher i. Irish national parties 
..;'.ist look to their patriotic cre-
: •ntials.' How could Mr Haughey 

on talking to Mrs Thatcher as 
i: nothing had happened How 
: <uld he bow to English pressure 
•.wr the Falklands? He had to 
; j w independence. 

Ireland was fortunate en.:u_h to 
., ive a leader who could see this. 
Ii.it the natural response : r x n the 
v'.'est British lobby was to try to 

;.iple him. This culminated in 
:,c- incredible series o: intrigues 
,'ainst him, intrigues which may 

i.ave lost Fianna Fail the election, 
•:id came near to costing it its 

i.ation as the premier part" 
He defeated his critics at the 

;.trty meeting. He trounced them 
i the ensuing Aid Fheis. He did 
t .ns by unshipping the polite pre-
. u nations of the Jack Lynch 
y.-nod, and coming a little nearer 

the traditional "Damn your con-
s > i o n s ; we want our country'" 

' I 'HE position of Fine Gael was 
' weakened at a stro'sj Its 

.. > pect of governing without La-
! )iu" disappeared. Tile spectre of 

•.it-owning in a sea of resurgent re-
publicanism was high!;, alarming 
" j a generation whose parents or 

indparents had been out in i.MB. 
f ' .anna Fail was throwing the 
-DLP a life-line where the se i was 

ormiest. Could Fine Gae; afford 
i.ot to follow suit? 

Its leader Garret F r ' g e r a i l was 
c •mpromised. and had r. > ooyction 

to remaining so. If there was an 
advantageous deal to be s t ruck he 
would strike it. But he needed a 
few nationalist cards in his hand, 
and his deputy, Foreign Minister 
Barry, tried his best to deal them. 

In a speech of March 11th he 
said: 

"I am an Irish nationalist . I 
resent the political division of 
this island and I regard the long-
term British presence in I re land 
as an obstacle to the reconcilia-
tion of the two Irish t radi t ions 
and to the achievement of peace 
and stability on the island." 

r j i H A T sounds good. But would 
J - an opponent of "long-term" 

British presence be able to com-
pete politically with republicans 
who were prepared to oppose even 
the "short-term" presence. 

Note also the "two Ir ish tradi-
tions". Mr Barry did not a t t empt 
to define them. Were they "Pro-
tes tant" and "Catholic"? Per head 
of population there were as many 
Protestant as Catholic Republicans. 
So those two traditions are merged 
in one, as Tone put it, " the com-
mon denomination of Ir ishmen". 
Or did he mean Nationalist and 
Unionist? If so he was recognis-

ing Unionism as an Irish tradi-
tion. 

These th ings might perhaps be 
missed by the public if they 
thought something was "being 
done'' about it. Hence the propo-
sal taken f r o m the SDLP for an 
Irish Forum" which would discuss 

a "new Ireland". On the BBC Mr 
Fitzgerald declared that a forum 
would "try to decide what we mean 
by a united Ireland". It might not 
seem so formidable as was often 
thought. 

A ND reading Mr Hume's state-
^ ments one gets the impression 
that he is desperately thinking up 
all the concessions the British gov-
ernment migh t be given to per-
suade them to grant a measure of 
Irish unity adequate to stem the 
tide of republican advance.. A 
man as intelligent as Mr Hume 
might reflect t h a t that pa th invites 
the fate of Redmond. 

In this s i tuat ion the Republicans 
are reported into the Sunday Press 
to be contemplat ing a # cease-fire. 
They are qui te understandably wor-
ried t ha t interest might suddenly 
flag in Bri ta in. The "let's get out; 
our boys are being killed" element 
might forget all about Ireland. 
Have they got a sufficient hold to 
be able to advance fur ther by 

DR. CROTTY AT I.S.M. MEETING 
I J R Raymond Crotty, the econo-

mist, recalled how he opposed 
our entry into E.E.C. in 1972, when 
he spoke at an ISM meeting on 
February 3rd. He described the de-
cision of the Government of the 
t ime to join the E.E.C. as an ex-
pedient to avoid making funda-
mental reforms which the country 
needed. "The crisis is the product 
of the failure of the country to pro-
vide a livelihood for its people," he 
said. 

Under-development, was a char-
acteristic of countries where capit-
alism Is imposed on an indigenous 
people. The examples which he 
gave of this were India, the Latin 
American countries and Ireland. 
Ireland's external debt was not as 
great as that of Brazil, but never-
theless, very lew people are aware 
of the full extent of Government 
borrowing. It is estimated that 
borrowing In 1983 will amount to 
£3,000 million and it is costing 
£2,000 million to service the Na-
tional debt. 

EMIGRATION has virtually en-
ded but the defects in our so-

ciety which caused emigration are 
still there. "Sooner or later, the 
roof is going to fall in," he said. 

He thought tha t the IMF would 
be brought in within the foreseeable 
future. One of the things which 
the IMF usually do is to call for the 
abolition of the dole. Unlike many 
Third World countries where the 
people had a very low standard of 
living, people in Ireland have high 
expectations. Then there would 
be a revolutionary situation. The 
powers t ha t be would resort to re-
pression and there would be Increas-
ing reliance on the Army, and po-
lice. 

Mr Crotty believed that there 
was an al ternat ive to this. His sol-
ution was a tax on natural re-
sources e g. rural and urban land, 
and also, on licences such as 
liquor licences. This would bring in 
£3,000 million per year. This would 
enable the government to pay 
everybody a "social dividend" ir-
respective of whether they worked 
or not. 

M R OWEN 
CARRON, MP 

purely political means? 
That , they must decide for them-

selves. I t is probably true in the 
six counties. To have it true in 
Britain would necessitate a propa-
ganda campaign of a magnitude at 
least comparable with that of 1919-
21, or tha t of the Anti-partition 
League of 1948-50. 

r p H E "Irish Democrat" has for 
years suggested that if there 

was a reasonable hope that a 
fu ture Labour government might 
move in the direction of with-
drawal from Ireland, the republi-
cans might decide on a cease fire. 
I t is clear t h a t th is is so, and if, 
as is said, Irish history goes 
through al ternate violent and poli-
tical phases, perhaps the successors 
of John Devoy may think of emu-
lating his "new departure." 

The final question is where does 
this leave the Workers' Party? 
After their ignominious defeat in 
Tyrone will they not be forced to 
pick up the republican mantle 
they so unceremoniously slipped 
off? Can their British offshoot 
Clann na hEireann, which has 
spread so much confusion in the 
Labour Movement over the past 
few years, be expected to join the 
political movement which is re-
quired? One should probably 
work on the principle of rejecting 
the assistance of nobody who is 
genuinely anxious to help. I t 
would be great to have one united 
movement. FEICREANACH 

LABOUR LEADER 

DICK SPRING, T D 

SISTER 
PARTY 

^ I N C E the Irish trade unions re-
* buffed it we have not heard 
much of proposals tha t t he British 
Labour Party should set up in 
business in the six counties. 

I t was the sort of c ranky idea 
likely to be thought up by the 
'•Militant Tendency." 

But nobody seems to have re-
flected on the international impli-
cations of such a move. T h e Brit-
ish Labour Party is affiliated to the 
Labour and Socialist In ternat ional 
established in Berne just a f t e r the 
first world war. 

But in the six counties there is 
already a political par ty affiliated 
to tha t International, and it is the 
main opposition party, t he Social 
Democratic and Labour Par ty foun-
ded by Mr Fitt and now led by Mr 
Hume. 

"J N the days when the n a m e of 
Labour was disgraced by the 

Unionist "Northern I re land La-
bour Party," British Labour men 
used to refer to that s imulacrum as 
"our sister party." Is no t the 
S.D.L.P. their sister par ty now? 
Ought they not to be urging the 
six-county workers to join it? 

"Oh!" I can hear some of the 
mili tants saying, "I heard on the 
BBC tha t that is mainly Catho-
lic." 

There is nothing Catholic in its 
constitution. There is nothing to 
stop a Protestant (as a Protes tant) 
f rom joining it. And there must be 
Protestants in it, of why does the 
BBC say "mainly?" 

i r F H E point is tha t the Protes-
ant workers are "mainly" 

Unionists. So if the British 
Labour Party were to decide to fight 
its "sister party" on her home 
ground, what would it be doing? 

It would be pandering to the pol-
itical and sectarian prejudices of 
the most backward population in 
these islands, and declaring itself 
Unionist and imperialist. 

Not only would it be supporting 
Unionist backwardness in Ireland: 
it would be spreading and strength-
ening a Tory outlook in Britain. 

CONNOLLY COMMEMORATION 
DINNER 

FRIDAY, MAY 13th 
8 . 0 0 p m 

CROMER STREET 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Admission — £5 
(between Cromer Street and T H R E E C O U R S E D I N N E R , 

Argyle Street), LONDON W C I I R I S H MUSIC & S P E A K E R 

(nea re s t u n d e r g r o u n d 
King ' s Cross) 

—avai lab le f r o m : 
177 Lavender Hill, London, 

SW11 or tel 228-1512 
(by ticket only) 
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PEACE WATCH 
E. P. Thompson 
war-monger ? 

M O W tha t ' s a t e r r i b l e t h i n g to 
™ say ! H a s n ' t t h e m a n v i r -
t u a l l y m a d e t h e n e w C N D un -
a ided ? 

W h a t e v e r a b o u t t ha t he is 
n o w e m b a r k e d on a mos t dan -
g e r o u s course . H e is t r y i n g to 
l i nk t h e peace m o v e m e n t of 
w e s t e r n E u r o p e w i t h d e m a n d s 
f o r a n a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t peace 
m o v e m e n t in Russ ia . 

That means tha t all a Russian 
dissident (and it 's not for us to 
say whether Russians should be 
dissident or not) ha s got to do is 
to demand the right to set up an 
anti-government peace movement, 
and he's sure of backing from the 
west.. 

I remember old Cahir Healy tell-
ing me, when I was a young fel-
low, ' The most dangerous thing 
in politics is to mix things." 
Thompson is mixing up the ques-
tion Of peace with the internal 
regime in Russia. 

iTT 'S iust the same thing as is 
done by the English lefties who 

mix up Ireland's r ight to reunifica-
tion (which is Ireland's absolute 
right) with such things as abor-
tion and contraceptives, which may 
be good, bad, or indifferent, but 
are no business of the English, 
any more than it is an Irish con-
cern tha t the English want to have 
a monarchy. 

Thompson's organisation "END", 
is now putting out demands on the 
Russian government. What if the 
Russians say "mind your own 
business; stop your own madmen"? 
The final sanction would be to go 
to war with them. So we have the 
vision of E. P. Thompson, who 
loves peace but hates Russia, sup-
porting an American nuclear strike, 
the purpose of which would_ be to 
compel the Russians to start an 
anti-government peace movement. 

Let the Russians run their system 
as they please, and concentrate on 
avoiding war. 

This damned threa t has blighted 
the lives of millions of people. I t 
is time it was lifted f rom them. 

JutR TONY GREGORY, TD, has asked the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the reason why civil servants from his department 

attended NATO war rehearsals and exercises ; also if he had satis-
fled himself that such attendances do not compromise Irish 
neutrality, and if he would make a statement on the matter. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs that Is what they amount to 
(Mr P. Barry) referred to the Hel-
sinki agreement which provided for 
prior notification of manoeuvres 
and for participating states to issue 
Invitations. He thought that Irish 
attendance at NATO exercises con-
tributed to "building confidence". 
He did not explain how this hap-
pened. 

Mr Gregory then asked : 

"Would the Minister not agree 
that, if the government review 
their position and refuse to at-
tend NATO war exercises — and 

this 
would provide an effective state-
ment on our independence of 
military blocs and would establish 
a very firm line on neutrality?" 

The Minister did not think so. 
Asked if Irish officials attended 
Eastern manoeuvres he replied that 
they had only been Invited once, 
and that then It was not "suitable" 
to attend. He did not say why it 
was not "suitable". Presumably 
Britain or the USA objected. But 
he did say that if they were in-
vited again, the Irish would at-
tend. Over to the East! 

Lord Soper 

in Dublin 
WETERAN English Labour peer 
» and anti-nuclear campaigner, 

Lord Soper told a public meeting in 
Dublin on March 2nd that the CND 
movement of the fifties had failed 
because it did not properly under-
stand the relation between disarm-
ament and the wider political and 
economic process. 

Speaking at a meeting of Chris-
tian CND in the Abbey Presbyer-
ian Church in Dublin, he said that 
the modern CND movement had a 
keener appreciation of this complex 
relation and the fact that it was 
not RBsctfrie to act politically 
against nuclear arms without 
aligning oneself with a political 
party. 

Some 75 per cent of jobs in Cali-
fornia and many tens of thousands 
of jobs elsewhere were related to 
the arms industry, he said, and 
CND supporters must articulate al-
ternatives which demonstrated 
their appreciation of the difficult 
social and economic problems to be 
resolved in disarmament. 

The policy of deterrence led 
finally to a commendation of the 
validity of violence, he said, rather 
than to overcoming it. 

MYSTERY THATS BETTER 

KILLING 
EAMON KERR, prominent mem-

ber of the Official IRA accord-
ing to the "Irish Times'', was re-
cently shot dead in his Falls Road 
home by four hooded men. 

IRA and INLA both denied their 
men were responsible and sources 
In the Workers' Party, of which 
Mr Kerr was also a member, said 
t ha t paramilitary involvement in 
his death was not suspected. 

The RUC, according to the "Irish 
Times", do not discount the possi-
bility that it was an internal affair. 
Republican sources said tha t Mr 
Kerr had been involved in an in-
ternal dispute over financial mat-
ters. 
"jl/TR KERli had been described as 
-L'-*- "a notorious Official IRA gun-
man" in a 1978 RUC report in the 
hands ot the "Irish Times.'' He 
had played a prominent part in 
the feud which followed the IRSP 
split with the Official IRA in 1975 
and was said to have been promin-
ently Involved In a construction 
company in the Lower Palls area 
run by the Official IRA. Accord-
i n g to the "Irish Times" report, 
this was during the early and 
middle 1970s. 

A F T E R t w o m o n t h s on macke-
r e l a n d b a k e d beans, t he 

o r g a n i s e r s a r e b a c k on spa-
ghe t t i bo lognese . w h e n they 've 
t i m e to ge t o u t f o r i t . 

Bu t t h e good r e sponse th is 
m o n t h is v e r y e n c o u r a g i n g , and 
w i t h t h e I r i sh n a t i o n a l quest ion 
f u s i n g w i t h t h e ques t ion of 
w o r l d peace , a n d t h e growing 
p rospec t of o u r g r e a t fo r ty -year 
old a i m of L a b o u r - Republ ican 
un i ty , t h e m e s s a g e of Connolly, 
t h e r e w a s n e v e r a t i m e w h e n 
t h e Conno l ly Assoc i a t i on was so 
i m p o r t a n t . 

M e a n t i m e o u r t h a n k s to : 
C. and P. O'Suliivan £2.50, C. 

Dunne £70, in memory of Mary 
Ashraf £4, Anon £8, B. Chambers 
£10, I. Linehan sop, G. Ward £1, 
J. Kavanagh £3.20, C. Moloney £2, 
M. Booth £2, Bertha £1, S.K. £10, 
South London Jumble Sale £70, 
South London C.A. £65, J. Robin-
son £15, W. O'Mahoney £1, R.H. 
£5, B. Vallely £5, J. Gavin £2.50, 
R. Searchfield £2, Anon £1, Anon 
£10, C. Martin £4, A Bush £10, O. 
Cahn £10, U. MacEoln £10, E. 
O'DowlIng £20, supporters in South 
London £16.19, In East London 
£1.22, in Central London £5.10. 
TOTAL: £367.27. 

HESELTINE IS 
STILL CRUISING 
^S forecast in last month's 

"Irish Democrat" the 
Geneva talks were not finished 
when Britain's War Minister, 
Mr Heseltine, said in Portugal 
that they were pointless and 
that Cruise Missiles would be 
deployed in Britain. 

Two days after this bellicose 
outburst President Reagan w a s 
talking about intense laser 
beams deployed from outer 
space which would enable the 
Americans to intercept rockets 
fired from Russia in response to 
an American first strike. 

The present position in the 
international arms race is that 
Reagan is determined to equip 
the U.S.A. with the means of 
attacking Russia and wiping it 
off the map before it can 
retaliate. 

The essence of Cruise Mis-
siles is that they cruise, that is 
to say sneak in under the radar 
screens and drop accurately on 
any point decided. To use these 
is to abandon the principle of 
deterrence in favour of hitting 
first. 

In the insane outpourings of 
Reagan it is possible to see a 
parallel with Hitler. Conse-
quences do not matter. People 
do not matter. The hysterical 
search for world hegemony takes 
control and all reason flies out 
of the window. 

KIRWAN S THE M A N 
A I R Christy Kirwan, a man 

J * from Dublin's Liberties, is to 
be Michael Mullen's successor as 
general secretary of the ITGWU, 
Ireland's biggest trade union. 

He was once a seaman and later 
a shunter on the railways. He has 
been an official with the Transport 
Union for the past thirty years. 
Later he became one of the Union's 
National Group Secretaries and 
then Union Vice-President. 

Mr KirwAn is a Labour Party 
man and in the mould of union's 
top officials over recent decades. 
He defeated Mr Des Geraghty in a 
contest for the job by 206 votes to 
140. Mr Geraghty, who belongs to 
the Workers Party, formerly Sinn 
Fein the Workers Party, was sup-
ported by some of the younger, 
more radical members of the union. 

Mr Kirwan said on his election: 
"The two most important prob-
lems facing the economy—and our 
members—are horrific unemploy-
ment and a parallel need to main-
tain wages for those lucky enough 
to be at work." 

LCI TO MEET 
IN LONDON 
T H E Labour Committee on 

Ireland is holding its annual 
meeting in the Conway Hall , 
London, on April 23rd. It is 
understood that Mr Don Flynn, 
recently elected London secre-
tary, will not be going up for 
the General Secretaryship, and 
that this position may be taken 
by Mr Niall Foiy. 

Incidentally there were 206 
fully accredited delegates at the 
Manchester conference, together 
with 124 Labour Party members 
and 53, LCI members. The 
chairman was Miss Sarah Ro-
clofls. * * * 
C O R many years it was cus-

tomary for the Irish in 
Liverpool to commemorate 
the 1916 rising at the Fenian 
monument at Ford cemetery at 
the extreme north end of the 
city. 

Now an effort is being made 
to restore the old custom, and 
a meeting with this objective in 
mind was held on Monday, 
March 21st, on the initiative of 
Mr Stephen Dowling. Mr Ber-
nard Morgan represented the 
Connolly Association. 

LIVERPOOL 

The lectures on Irish history 
still continue at the Irish Centre 
in Mount Pleasant, and on April 
10th Mr Jack Bennett, Assistant 
Editor of the Evening Press is 
coming from Dublin. His sub-
ject is Parnell and Davitt. Then 
on the 24th Mr Desmond 
Greaves will explain exactly 
how partition came about. The 
final lecture, on May 8th, wi l l 
be given by M r Joseph Deighan 
who is coming from Belfast. 

The lectures are all at 7 pm. 
The A G M of the Liverpool 

Branch will take place on 
April 6th, when National Organ-
iser Noel Gordon is coming 
from London. 

* * * 

P R E P A R A T I O N S are far ad-
vanced for the establish-

ment of an Irish Centre in Man-
chester. A building has been 
found on the north side, and 
negotiations are in progress to 
raise a mortgage of half a mil-
lion pounds. 

MANCHESTER 

Manchester, with its huge 
and patriotic Irish population, is 
the only big city (apart from 
Sheffield) without an Irish 
centre, and the correction of 
this deficiency is an important 
spin-off from the work of the 
Irish in Britain Representation 
Group, which, incidentally, re-
cently held a meeting in North-
ampton. Congratulations to M r 
King and his colleagues. 

THEY DON T 
LIKE REAGAN 

w h e n the Queen of Eng-
" land went to California, 
recently, the BBC news bulletin 
of March 3rd reported that she 
had received a "rapturous re-
ception" in San Francisco. 

The only "discordant note' 
was sounded by a "bus-load of 
Irish Republicans who shouted 
slogans outside the hall." 

The Financial Times of March 
4th said that 400 "Free Ireland 
now" demonstrators had picketed 
her. But the Morning Star, tlia 
only paper not owned by big busi-
ness apart from the Guardian saicl 
that several thousand had demon-
strated in a nearby park. 

From other sources it appeared 
that the demonstrations were just 
as much against Reagan. Otu 
peace demonstrator said he had 
invited the Queen merely to boost 
up his fading image with a dis-
play of royal pageantry. He was 
described as the most unpopular 
president in American history a n i 
a "senile cowboy." 

The danger is tha t he dreams 
of starting World War III before 
he is kicked out of the White 
House by the Democrats. 

DIOMHAOIN 
CAIT: Dia dhuit, a Nora! Cen 

chaoi bhfuil tu? (Greetings, 
Nora! How are you?) 

NORA. Dia's Muire duit (ein, a 
Chait! Ni gearranta do. (Greet-
ings to yourself, Kate! I can't 
complain.) 

CAITi Is meanair duit! You're 
lucky, then!) 

NORA: Tuige? (Why?) 
CAIT: Ta udar gearraln agamsa. 

(I have cause to complain.) 
NORA: Can t-udar ta agat? 

(What's your reason?) 
CAIT: Fuair me REDUNDANT 

an la cheana. (I got redundant 
the other day.) 

NORA: Mo naire thu, a Chait! 
Droch-Ghaeilge I sin! (Shame, 
Kate! That's bad Irish!) 

CAIT. Ab shin a Ohfull ar da 
churam agat — droch-Ghaeilge? 
(Is that all you have to worry 
about — bad Irish?) 

NORA: Ba choir duit a ra — 
briseadh me an la cheana. You 
should say — I was dismissed the 
other day.) 

CAIT: Dairire? (Really?) 
NORA: Dairire-plre! Ni hionann 

"got" sa mBearla agus "fuair" sa 
nGaeilge i gconai. ("Got" in 
English and "got" in Irish is not 
always the same thing.) 

CAIT: Ora bail a' diabhail ort, a 
oinsigh! Muran beag ata ag cur as 
duit agus mise gan post! (Dlvil 
take you, you clown! If you haven't 
little to bother you and me with-
out a job!) 

NORA: Nil tu id aonair! Fuair 
mise me fein REDUNDANT an la 
cheana chomh maith! (You're not 
on your own! I was made redund-
ant myself the other dayl) 

CAIT: O muise Is trua liom do 
chas, a chailin! (Oh, I'm sorry to 
hear that, girl!) 

NORA: Is cuma. Mairfidh muid. 
Ar eigean! It doesn't matter. 
Well live. Somehow!) 

CAIT: Is ar eigean e! (And It 
will be "somehow".) 

NORA: Coinnigh do mhisneach, 
a Chait, Tiocfaidh casadh san 
sceal. Ni bheidh Malread sa ndial-
laid i gconai. (Be of good heart, 
Kate! Things will take a turn. 
Maggie won't be in the saddle for-
ever.) 

CAIT: Na ralbh, a chailin, na 
raibh! (Let's hope not, girl, let's 
hope not!) 

D. MacA. 
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IRISH SONGS 
selected by 

PATRICK BOND 

THE F O G G Y D E W 
'A ballad < J K.Mt r Week 

a S down the glen one Easter morn to a city tair rode I. 
^ Three armed lines of marching men in squadrons passed 

me by. 
pipe did hum, no battle drum did sound its loud Tattoo, 

fcirt the Angelus bell o'er the Liffey's swell rang out through the 
foggy dew. 

Right proudly high o'er Dublin town they hung out the flag of war ; 
it was better to die 'neath an Irish sky than at Suvla or Sud-el-Bar ; 
Mnet from the plains of Royal Meath strong men came hurrying 

through, 
'Jtf-itle Britannia's Huns, with their six-inch guns sailed in through 

the foggy dew. 

Dh the night fell black and the rifle's crack made perfidious Albion 
reel, 

'Mid the leaden rain seven tongues ot flame did shine o'er the 
lines of steel ; 

£>• each shining blade a prayer was said that to Ireland her sons 
be true 

i 'Hi when morning broke still the war flag shook out its folds 
through the foggy dew. 

7was England bade our Wild Geese go that ?mall nations might 
be tree, 

Ewt tneir lonely graves are by Suvla's waves or She fringe of the 
great North Sea ; 

t f i had they died by Pearse's side, or had fought with Cathal 
Brugha, 

Their names we'd keep where the Fenians sleep, ntath the shroud 
of the foggy dew. 

But the bravest fell and the requiem bell rang mournfully and clear 
for those who died that Eastertide in the springtime ot the year, 
While the world did gaze with deep amaze, at those fearless men 

but few 
Who bore the fight that freedom's light might shine through the 

foggy dew. 

EscM through the glen I rode again, and my heart with grief was 
sore, 

Frr I parted then with valiant men who I never shall see more ; 
Put to and fro in my dreams I go, and I kneel and pray for you, 
f i r slavery fled, oh glorious dead, when you fell in the foggy dew. 

REV P. O'NEILL 

WIND THAT 
SHAKES THE BARLEY 

(A On- ninety-eight i 

| SAT within the valley green, 
I sai me with my true love, 

'Ay sad heart strove the two between 
The old love and the new fove ; 

The old for her, the new that made 
Me think on Ireland dearly ; 

While soft the wind blew down the glade 
And shook the golden barley. 

Twas hard the mournful words to frame, 
To break the ties that bound us, 

"Iwas harder still to bear the shame 
Of foreign chains around us ; 

And so I said "The mountain glen 
I'll seel, next morning eariy" 

And join the brave United men" ; 
While soft winds shook the ba.ley. 

While sad I kissed away her tears, 
IVly arms around her flinging, 

The foeman's shot burst on our ears. 
From out the wild wood r inging. 

The bullci pierced my true love's side. 
In life's young spring so early, 

And there upon my breast she died, 
While soft winds shook the barley. 

c bore her to the wild wood screen : 
And many a summer blossom 

I [.laced, with branches soft and green, 
Above her gore-stained bosom : 

i wept and kissed her pale pale cheek. 
Then rushed o'er vale and far lea, 

My vengeance on the foe to wreak. 
While soft winds shook the barley. 

And blood lor blood, without remorse. 
I've taken at Oulart Hollow, 

While mourners placed my true love's corpse 
Where I full soon will follow; 

Around her grave I wander drear, 
Noon, night and morning early, 

With breaking heart, whene'er I hear 
The wind that shakes the barley. 

CLARES 
DRAGOONS 

y ^ H E t . cn Ramil l ies' bloody 

Tfie bafrled French were forced 
to y:eiil 

I h t v ia tor S a x c n backward reeled 
E t ' c f Hie charge of Clare'o 

The f ia j s we conquered in that Iray 
Ltok lone in Yores' choir, they fay. 
We I! win them company today, 
Or fcraie'y die like Clare s Dragoons. 

Vrva la, tor Ireland's wrong! 
Viva k r Ireland's r igh t . 
Viva la. in battle throng, 
For a Spanish steed and sabre 

br?ght! 

Another Clare is here to lead, 
The worthy son o( such a breed; 
The French expects some famous 

deed, 
Wiien Claie itads on his bold 

dragoons. 
His wcunds are in h>s breast and 

face. 
The bearna fcaoghall is still his 

place 
The foremost of his bold dragoons. 

v *a la, the new brigade! 
Viva la, the old one, too! 
Viva !a, the rose shall fade, 
And the shamrock shine for 

ever new! 

Oh! Comrades, think how Ireland 
pmes, 

Her exiled lords, her rifted shrines, 
Her dearest hope the ordered lines, 
And bursting charge of Clare's 

Dragoons, 
Then fling your green flag to the 

sky, 
Be LIMERICK! your battle-cry. 
And charge, till blood flows fetlock-

it igh 
Around the track of Clare's 

Dragoons. 
THOMAS DAVIS 

Rody McCorley 
HO! see the fleet-feet hosts of 

men 
Who speed with faces wan 

From farmstead and from fisher's 
cot 

Upon the banks of Bann! 
They come with vengeance In their 

eyes 
Too late, too late are they— 

For Rody McCorley goes to die, 
On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Oh, Ireland, Mother Ireland, 
You love them still the best, 

The fearless brave who fighting fall 
Upon your hapless breast; 

But never a one of all your dead 
More bravely fell in fray, 

Than he who marches to his fate, 
On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Up the narrow street he stepped, 
Smiling and proud and young; 

About the hemp rope on his neck 
The golden ringlets clung. 

There's never a tear in the blue, 
blue eyes, 

Both glad and bright are they 
As Rody McCorley goes to die, 

On the Bridge of Toome today. 

The grey coat and its sash ol green 
Were brave and stainless then; 

A banner flash beneath the sun 
Over the marching men 

The coat hath many a rent this 
noon 

The sash is torn away, 
And Rody McCorley goes to die, 

On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Oh, how his pike flashed to the 
sun! 

Then found a foeman's hear t ! 
Through furious fight, and heavy 

odds, 
He bore a t ue man's part; 

And many - red-coat bit the dust 
Before ,s keen pike-play; 

But Rody McCorley goes to die, 
On the Bridge of Toome today. 

Because he loved the Motherland, 
Because he loved the Green, 

He goes to meet the martyr 's fate 
With proud and Joyous mien, 

True to the last, true to the last, 
He treads the upward w a y -

Young Rody McCorley goes to die 
On the Bridge of Toome to;lny. 

THE THREE COLOURED RIBBON 
iA ballad 01 Easter Weeki 

I H A D a true love, if ever a girl had one. 
I had a true love, a brave lad was he ; 
One fine Easter Monday all with his gairant tomranlec 
He started away for to set old Ireland tree. 

C H O R U S : 
All around my hat I wear a three-co.oirsed rij&bon-a 

All around my hat until death co-ry es to me ; 
And if anybody's asking me why cio I wear it, 

It's all for my true love I never more shall see. 

His bandolier around him, his bright bayonet shining, 
His short Service rifle, a beauty to see 

There was joy in his eyes, though he left me behind h im 
And started away for to set old h e f j - 2 free. 

He whispered : "Goodbye, love, old Ireland calling,'' 
High over Dublin the tricolour flies ; 

In the streets of the city the foemen are fatting. 
And the wee birds are singing "Old I reland arise." 

In praying and watching the dark days pasusi over, 
The roar of the guns brought no message «o me : 

8 prayed for old Ireland, I prayed for my (over, 
That he might be saved and old Ireland be free. 

The struggle was ended, they brought me tfae story, 
The last whispered message he sent bas* to me : 

"1 was true to my land, love, I fought for her glory, 
And gave up my life for to set old Ireland free," 

So all around mjr nat Pll wear a three-coloured rifobott-G 
All around my hat I ' l l wear the green, wh i te and 

And if anybody's asking me why do I wear it, 
It's all for my true love I ' l l never more behold. 

PEADAR Q C E A R N A I G H 

GEOL AN PHIOBASRI 
Y | A phosann tu an sistealoir is tu bheas ag caoineadh, 
• 1 Mhuirnin dileas is fhaoileann og. 
Beidh tu do thachtadh le barrach na tire, 
Mhuirnin dileas is lhaoileann og. 
Beidh tu i do shui go mbeidh se an mean oiehc 
Ag siordho na gcoinnea] s ag sciobadh an )ii de. 
Ach ba mhile b'fearr chut inise agat is ceol binn mo phibe, 
Mhuirnin dileas is lhaoileann og. 

Ma phosann tu an iiutioir is tu bheas a-g' caoir.i r,<jh, 
Mhuirnin dileas is lhaoileann og. 

Beidh cead luig laig ag an mm da scaoileadh, 
Mhuirnin dileas is lhaoileann og. 
Bcidh tu i do shui go mbeidh se an mean oiche 
Ag siordho na gcoinneal s ag cronan fan inearth, 

Ach ba mhile b'fhearr duit mise agat is ceol binn in© phifce, 
Mhuirnin dileas is lhaoileann og. 

Ma phosann tu an iai'llr;r ;s tu bheas ag caoineiicih. 
Mhuirnin dileas is Ihauileann og. 
Beidh sop i mbeal a dhoiais mai bheadh mada ar t h a m a n aciligh, 
Mhuirnin dilea.s is liiaoileann og. 
Beidh tu i do shui s-» mbeidh -se an mean oi; h< 
Ag sicrdho na scoinnc.,1 s ag creimneail na br:<.r.-.i 
Ach ba mhile b'fheair dug mise agat is ceol b:nn r, 
' : huirnin dileas is fhaoileann og. 

pnil I 

W E E HUGHS! 
l l E ' S gone to school, wee Hughie, and him ik l lour, 
n Sure I saw the iright was on him when he tu t the door, 
But he took the hand of Dinny and he took th i Hand ot Dan, 
With Joe's oul' coat upon liim, och the poor wet man: 

He cut the quarest figure, more stout nor thin. 
And trot t ing right and steady with his toes turned m. 
! watched him In the corner of the oul' turf stack, 
And the more his feet went forrit, still his head turned back. 

He was lookin' would I call him, och me heart was woe 
Tis lost I am without him, but he be to go. 
I followed to the turning' when he passed it by, 
God h«lp him, he was cryin' and maybe so was 1! 
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DON'T MISS IT! 
NY day now, possibly before 

this is printed, the Spring 
issue of "Carn" may be on the 
book-stalls. 

It is the quarterly publication 
of the Celtic League, one of 
whose aims ii to strengthen 
co - operation among Celtic 
peoples. Its main language is 
English, but there are sizeable 
chunks of Irish, Breton and 
Welsh. 

Events are mentioned which 
never get into any but strictly 
specialist papers, for example 
the fifteen hundredth commemo-
ration of the foundation of Brit-
tany as a result of the settle-
ment of Ancient-British soldiers 
sent over to the continent by 
Ma gnus Maxim us, who also 
founded Wales. 

A particularly valuable article 
in the winter issue was of the 
effect of ten years in the EEC 
on Irish affairs. The politics of 
"Carn" are as sound as its cul-
ture. 

You can get a. copy from 
Maire Bhreathnach, 27 Corran 
na Coile Giuise, Dublin 11, or 
Michael O'Learv, 5 Belton Road, 
Berkhampstead, Herts, England. 
The paper costs 5Op and is sent 
to all members of the Celtic 

T H E Earl Jeilicoe nas now pro-
*- duced his review of the Preven-

tion of Terrorism Act. 
It recommends that tlie PTA con-

tinues to be renewed annually but 
be replaced by a five-year Act, fol-
lowed by another Review, and an-
other Act. Is history repeating it-
sell The Special Powers Act was 
renewed annually, then given a 
five years' life, then made perman-
ent. 

JeiUcoe recommends a few real 
changes in the present PTA. But, 
most of his suggestions can be car-
ried out by Home Office circular. 
Tha t these suggestions may help 
the lot of persons detained isn't the 
point They shouldn't be detained 
like tha t anyway. 

The Review wants the PTA to be 
used against all suspected interna-
tional terrorists. It could have 
been since 197?. Successive Gov-
ernments didn't want to. The pre-
sent Government obviously does— 
a Home Office Foreign Office Kite? 
iriTHE Review accepts the PTA's 

powers of arrest. It does recom-
mend tha t instead of the Home 
Offtcs having only the choice of a 
fur ther five days extension of de-
tention after 43 hours in police 
hands or no extension, it should be 
possible to stipulate any number of 
days up to five. OK, so someone 
could be detained for three, four, 
five or six days rather than a week. 
But the state would still be able to 
keep someone under arrest without 
charge or trial for up to seven 
days. 

Tit ? Review wants to keep the 
powers of exclusion—but recom-
mends three changes. T h a t any-
one 3ettled in NI or GB for at least 
three years shouldn't be excluded 
f rom tha t part Of the UK. T h a t 
a person served with an exclusion 
order should have seven days, In-
stead of the present 96 hours, to 
make representations against the 
order. T h a t Exclusion Orders 
should only last for three years — 
at a time. Maybe better t han be-
ing excluded for life unless yoti ask 
lor a review of the order and are 

' Sean Lemass and The Making 
of Modern Ireland 1945-66", 
by Paul Bew a n d Henry Pat-
terson Price £15. Published 
by Gill and Macmillan. 

QF the many books published 
recently on post-war Ire-

land this is by far the most im-
portant and anyone seriously in-
terested in recent Irish history 
should get a copy. 

Why do I say it is very im-
portant ? It is no t because the 
authors have written something 
you will necessarily agree with. 
It is because of the amount of 

EAMONM DE VALERA 
Lemass reverses his policy. 

League which you can join for 
£4 sterling or 5 punta. Alterna-
tive addresses which may be 
more convenient are those of 
Alan Heussaff, secretary of the 
Celtic League, 9 Br Cnoc Sion, 
Bromchonrach, Dublin 9, or 
Garry Prior, c/o PPSU, Drake 
Circus, Plymouth. 

successful — but the state would 
still be able to practise "internal 
exile" of innocent persons who 
have never been before a court of 
law. 

The Review wants proscription to 
continue It also (unlike that of 
Lord Shackleton) wants to keep 
Section II provided that the Act is 
amended "to make it clear that the 
information which it is an offence 
to withhold relates only to the con-
duct of third parties, and not of 
the person questioned." So the po-
lice wouldn't be able to frighten 
people into incriminating them-
selves. But they could carry on 
trying to get incriminating infor-
mation on friends, relatives or work-
mates of the detainee. 

>r|THE other Important kite flown 
' goes beyond the idea of a per-

manent PTA. Mr Prior has an-
nounced a review of the EPA and 
was waiting for Jellicoe to report. 
In his Review, Earl Jellicoe opines 
(within his terms of reference?! 
"there are areas in which the 
powers of the Emergency Provisions 
Act overlap those of the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act. I t will be for the 
review into the Emergency Pro-
visions Act to consider whether 
these overlapping provisions of the 
two Acts should be more closely 
aligned in CONSOLIDATED NOR-
THERN IRELAND LEGISLATION. 
I am inclined to the view that 
this would be desirable. (My em-
phasis PR). 

What does t ha t mean? Either an 
Act incorporating the PTA (for use 
UK-wide) plus powers of the EPA 
(only for use in the six counties). 
Or, a new E£*A taking over the 
PTA's powers as they affect NI. 

If a future Tory Government 
wants to prolong direct rule and 
shift towards "Integration," they 
might opt for t he first model. If 
such a Government wanted to 
resurrect a new StOrmont with a 
new Special Powers Act, they could 
take the second. Options or kites? 
r p H E Labour opposition opposed 

the PTA when it came up for re-

research both political and eco-
nomic the authors have done on 
their subject. Already the booh 
has sparked off controversy in 
Dublin as a result of a TV pro-
gramme. Some commentators 
have tried to dismiss the book 
as disappointing. The only way 
the arguments of the writers 
can be adequately dealt with 
will be in a book of equal 
length and as fully researched 

What Bew and Patterson have 
tried to do is to explain the way 
in which the 26 Counties chan-
ged from being a predominantly 
agricultural and •protectionist 
state to being one in which 
there was considerable indus-
trial expansion. Protection was 
removed as a consequence of 
membership of the EEC. 

In attempting this formidable 
task the writers use material 
from books, speeches, news-
papers, business and hanking 
magazines, and publications 
arising from speeches at busi-
ness luncheons. They do not 
appear to have interviewed any-
one and they have largely ig-
nored minority opinion. 

Thus they record criticisms of 
giving land to landless farmers, 
of the alleged inefficiency of 
small farms, but there is no 
quotation from representatives 
of the small farmers. 

The authors avoid making 
what they would call stereotype 
generalisations about external 
pressure on Irish politicians but 
it would have been helpful to 

MR 
P H I L L I P 

R E N D L E 

newal last month. Mr Hattersley at-
tacked the Act strongly during the 
second reading of the Police Bill— 
because that Bill (now in Com-
mittee Stage > sought to exclude 
PTA detainees from any right to 
have legal advice or to let some-
one know they are arrested. 

BUT Jellicoe recommends the 
Police Bill be amended so that 
PTA detainees do have tha t right 
—subject to police delaying powers. 
Is this a peg for opposition MPs to 
hang an abstentionist ha t on? The 
pressure must be kept up. Write to 
your local Labour MP and p" Mr 
Hattersley demanding a big vote 
against renewal. As one MP said 
to CS members at the time of our 
lobby—we may have been too op-
timistic last year. Let's not make 
the same mistake again. 

One thing seems clear. Sooner or 
later there will be a new Prevention 
of Terrorism — unless the thing is 
got rid of beforehand. The extent 
and direction of any changes in 
this legislation will be wholly de-
pendent on who wins the next 
General Election. 

Given the mood in the Labour 
Party, and greater ability of the 
Ir ish community in Britain to 
speak out on the PTA in recent 
times—what chance t h a t Ireland 
can be made an election issue when 
Tha tche r goes to the country this 
year? If so, the result erf that elec-
tion will have important repercus-
sions for those wh6 are active on 
the Irish-question. 

have o reference to the world 
prices of engineering goods 
relative to those of agricultural 
products in the chapter called 
"Fianna Fail and the Post-War 
World". 

Under the heading "The Bri-
tish Strategy" the a u t h o r s g ive 
a lucid account of the economic 
situation in the postwar world 
— Britain's fear of American 
domination and her policy of 
using the Empire and Ireland 

Review by 
GERARD CURRAN 

for supplies of cheap food. The 
imperialist relation with Ireland 
is well described. The authors 
make the point that in an 
article in the New Statesman 
entitled "Britain's Irish Larder" 
G. D. H. Cole was more imper-
ialistic than were the Treasury 
officials when, in September 
1947 De Valera and Lemass 
came over to discuss a new 
agreement with Britain. 

In quoting from a report by 
Lord Rugby, the authors dispel 
the idea that De Valera was 
fanatically attached to any sort 
of predominantly rural "utopia". 

" . . . He (De Valera) has 
frequently stated to me his 
strong objection to any plan 
which would establish the 
supply to the United Kingdom 
of food and farm produce as the 
vital element in the economy of 
Eire. Again and again he h a s 
reverted to his Goverment's 
determination to get manufac-
turing interests more fully de-
veloped here without delay. 
The only export from the 
United Kingdom he himself 
really seems to welcome is capi-
tal goods in the form of heavy 
machinery and of course, for 
the time being, coal." 

At the conference the British 
tactfully refrained from spell-
ing out opposition to any rapid 
expansion of industries. They 
felt a too open display of oppo-
sition would be counter produc-
tive. 

Quoting Lord Rugby again on 
page 49 the authors make clear 
Britain's interest in Ireland as a 
strategic base. 

" . . . It was obvious to any-
one looking at the map that Ire-
land lay across the Oceanic life-
line of the United Kingdom 
with its huge population. The 
claims of the Irish were pushed 
to absurd lengths when they 
took no account of our exist-
ence. After all, they lived and 
prospered through their connec-
tion with the Uni ted King-
dom. . . . " 

Lord Rugby wanted a strate-
gic hold on the whole of Ireland 
before discussing the possible 
ending of partition. De Valera 
was not prepared to discuss 
strategic matters before Ireland 
had unity and independence. 

Up to 1954 when Fianna Fail 
lost the election, Lemass talked 
in public about bringing in 
foreign capital. Reports on the 
economy spoke of inefficiency of 
both agriculture and industry. 
But as long as Fianna Fail 
seemed to hold its support Le-
mass did not get a free hand. 
When they lost support in the 
urban areas in 1954 and the 
Coalition took office the Party 
had to turn to Lernass's new 
ideas. 

From the. sidelines Lemass 
watched the second Coalition 
run into crisis. In 1955 the ad-
verse balance of trade jumped 

from L5.5m to £35m as a resist 
of a fall in exports and huge 
rise in imports. The next year 
exports fell by £3m owing to 
the decline in the value in farm 
produce and livestock. About 
the same time the figures 
showed a rapid decline in popu 
lation. iO,000 emigrating each 
year. The Government tried 
imparl levies and credit restric-
tions. Frenzied efforts were 
made to attract American and 
continental firms for setting up 
new factories. Despite their 
efforts the Coalition rapidh lost 
the support of the trade union 
movement. 

Rending this book gives a 
grasp of the length and scone 
of the debate on the introduc-
tion of foreign capital. About 
this tune Lemass began to talk 
about (.hanging the legislation 
which protected Irish indust.v. 

The name of O'Rahilly is an 
interesting link between the (V 
hale on introducing foreign capi 
tal and the debate on EEC 
entry. He was an enthusiastic 
supporter of foreign capital. But 
O'Rahilly was sharply opposed 
to entry into the EEC 

"Our application to join the 
EEC can be aptly compared 
with the proposal to pass the 
Act of Union . . . All the argu 
ments put forward as to the ad 
vantages of being in the EEC 
. . . were put forward by those 
in favour of the Union. . . . Vl'e 
passed, to our shame, the Act 
of Union. 

Within one hundred years 
Britain had become the might-
iest, wealthiest and most univer-
sal empire in the world and Ire-
land had become the weakest 
and most underdeveloped court 
try in the Western world. . . . 
The fact that Irish industry 
died before under free trade 
and will again is not due to the 
laziness or incompetence of the 
Irish workman or the ineptitude 
of his boss, but due to operation 
of economic laws." 

Kevin Boland gives a good icfea 
of those who wanted the Party 
to cling to republican principles 
in the face of Lemass's policies. 
Boland indicates that he first 
tried to get co-operation from 
the Irish capitalist class before 
turning to foreign companies 

" . . . In the disastrous state 
of the economy at the time he 
(Lemass) could not wait and the 
attraction of external invest 
merit became the national aim I 
was bewildered and shocked to 
find that the principle of Irish 
ownership of industry which 
wa: central to the republican 
policy as I had always under-
stood it, was gone, hut I must 
admit that I was ill equipped to 
argue with those who had borne 
the heat of the day and I had 
thousands of ill-housed and 
under-nourished people in my 
constituency to whom I could 
not say 'live horse and you'll 

Most republican readers will 
disagree with the claim that La^, 
mass's programme of introduc 
ing foreign capital into Ireland 
and entry in the EEC, has made 
Irish nationalism a side issue. 
All we need to say is "Did the 
Act of Union make Irish Na 
tionalism a side issue ?" Was 
the Act of Union not followed 
by the movement for the Repeal 
of the Act of Union and 
the movement against the 
system of tithes ? 

The book is highly recom-
mended even at the price of £15, 
as a useful piece of devil's ad-
vocacy. 

CHARTER FOR A POLICE 
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Up, Stallard! 
(' H E R E is good news for the Irish 

:n St Panel-as. Mr A. W. Stal-
)iud may not be retiring af ter all 
Or such-is the rumour. 

Following the gerrymandering of 
} :s constituency he had been think-
up oi leaving politics and letting 

Mr Dobson have the seat. 

Mr Dobson has much to recom-
ii.end him. There is nothing to be 
raid against him. But he is a 
young man with a career in front 
f ) him and he can make his way 
anywhere. 

Mr Stallard on the other hand is 
<m of the most consistent cham-
pions the Irish have ever had in the 
House of Commons — and tha t is 

'not a word against others like Mr 
Martin Flannerv. and many more 
who have done first class work. 

The reason Mr Stallard wants to 
f-T. on is tha t lie believes, as the 
Connolly Association believes, tha t 
things are at hist moving on the 
"Jnsh front; and lie wants to be in 
i t the kill. 

It. is of vital importance to the 
i n t h tha t every single champion 
of Ireland should be returned to 
the next Parliament. 

So. up Stallard.1 

PLAQUE FOR 
T. A. JACKSON 
? r . A JACKSON, pictured above 

* 'when taking the chair at the 
Connolly Association Annual C011-
U-rmcc in U'43. at the Allenby 
Cham be is. w, described by the 
" insh Press ' a> the Englishman 
t ho knew more about Irish History 
U:an anybody in Ireland." 

it is therefore strangely appro-
priate tha t a move to maik his 
birthplace in Tysoe Street comes, 
iict from «. fellow-countryman, 
but lrom Leitiim-boin Patrick 
Clancy, who was himself during the 
luneteen-forties. General Secretary 
cf the Connolly Association. 

Mr Clancy has moved a resolu-
tion in i he Clei kcnwell Ward of Is-
lington I. a bo.,:' Party that Jack-
: f i : s birthplace should be marked, 
arid While Ken L ivingstone is lead-
• ng the Greater London Council 
1 )••«•!o is e»er> ' eason to think the 
)ii..ttc: .viouic! hi' regarded favour-
ably. 

rrinted by Riplry Printers Ltd (TO), 
Nottingham Road, Ripley, Derbys, 
and published by Connolly Publi-
cation." Ltd, a* 177 Lavender Hill, 
1 ondnn SWit Tt t 01-228-1512. 

I^XCUSE me!' 
' J The shop was fairly crowded 

but everyone was b r e w i n g rather 
than buying it seemec so that I 
had no need to excuse myself at all 
to the shop assistant — or pro-
prietor. or whatever he was. Eth-
nically speakine. as '.he jargon has 
it, he was Indian not Red or 
American but Indian-Indian > . 
Like most Europeans n v ignorance 
of the the many peoples f the In-
dian sub-continent must be a re-
proach to me. I know tha t there axe 
innumerable racial, rat ional , reli-
gious and other groups and tha t 
there are a number of major lan-
guages spoken there, but by and 
large my ignorance of the people 
of India is, I admit, a cause of 
shame. Sikhs seem tc be all Singh 

all the ones I know are. anyway, 
and that 's unite a few; a r d I 
worked on one buildtr.i, site j ea r s 
ago where some half-a-dozen In-
dian carpenters all shared the name 
ithe surname?i of Mistri . . . 
Mystery is right and a man should 
be ashamed of his ignorance but if 
I can make any excuse at all it is 
that I never seem to have t ime 
enough to learn the multitude of 
things which I'm all too aware tha t 
I'm ignorant of. 

And if there's e'er a scrap of 
comfort to be salvaged at. all from 
this admission it is this—that every-
one knows something that most 
other people do not know. We are 
all ignorant in various degrees, 
even the most enlightened among 
us. 

BY 
DONALL MacAMHLAIGH 

:n the window but a genuine Irish 
mug. Irish mugs are distinguished 
from other mugs by a r a the r con-
.-picuous feature —the handle is 
placed inaccessibly on the inside 
where it is very difficult to grip. I 
have heard < but cannot substanti-
ate) that certain disreputable Irish 
types have been going round nov-
elty shops in London, picking up 
these genuine Irish mugs and then 
letting them drop and smash on the 
floor—with the puerile excuse that 
they could- not keep their grit) on 
the wretched things since by some 
cock-up in production the handle 
had been inadvertently placed 
inside instead of outside the vessel 
where handles are normally to be 
found. Disgraceful behaviour! I 
would not myself indulge in such 
hooliganism but I did feel that 
some form of protest should be 
made—and s o . I sought the atten-
tion of the shop-man. 

"Excuse me, sir!" (Nobody can 
cram more contempt and disdain 
into the title of 'Sir' than a Welsh 
cafeteria at tendant on the Holy-
head-Dun Laoire British Rail run; 

i NYWAY, to get o&ck to the 
** shop! It was a novelty shop, 
one of those places t ha t seem to 
be opening up even-where these 
days with all the fecundity cf a 
pookie-mushroom crop. (Footnote 
for the academical-minded: Pookie 
or Pooka, recte Piica: A hobgoblin 
or bogey, a sprite or a ghost; a snail 
(in Kildare when Gaelic was the 
language of the Short grasses;) a 
surly fellow ; the sprite of darkness; 
Plica spre, a temporiser; Plica na 
smear, the blackberry sprite t ha t 
contaminates blackberries; Plica 
seanduine, a grumpy old man; Piica, 
fairy as in the fungus" — pookie 
mushrooms • • • There we have a 
mere fraction of the many mean-
ings which the word can convey 
and that 's only from Dineen; I 
haven't looked into O Donaill yet 
but no doubt there are as many 
more variations there. But any 
Irish country man, if he never 
heard a word of the Gaelige, will 
know what pookie mushrooms are 
and how plentifully they s p r o u t -
like the novelty shops in question!) 
In the normal way, let me hasten 
to state. I wouldn't be found dead 
in one of these places. 1 find 
them ugly and banal and vulgar, 
not to speak at all of the prices 
charged for the rubbish on display 
i one conception I ha \e of purgatory 
is to be condemned to wander in 
and out of the Carnaby Street shops 
for a month of Sundays !i 

But there, as I was passing on 
my trusty bike, what should I see 

I have been, called 'Sir' by Welsh-
men when attempting to buy saus-
age and chips, or a pint of Double 
Dee, and my reaction has almost 
always been, to get down on my 
knees and grovel, proclaim my un-
worthiness and beg their forgive-
ness for existing. No one — but no 
one — can make you feel so small 
as a B.R. Welshman calling you 
Sir'. I t can be brimful of t h a t pecu-
liar dislike which only some types 
of Scots and Welsh can feel for 
their fellow-Celts, the Irish. I must 
admit that I have never quite en-
eountererd its equivalent among the 
Sasanaigh . . . 

THREAT TO HISTORIC PUCE 
A S t h e Connol ly Assoc ia t ion 

b e m o a n s its ex i l e f r o m 
C e n t r a l Lc i .don . and looks, so 
f a r unsuccess fu l ly , fo r a f r e s h 
ber th , it is r epo r t ed t h a t Cam-
den Counc i l is c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
demol i sh ing the s t r a n g e bui ld-
ing at t h e end of G r a y s Inn 
Road, and wi th it t h e b lock t h a t 
held the old office at No 374. 

The reason ? The road lobby is 
asking for motor-space. 

At 374 the Association were ten-
ants of the "Movement for Colonial 
Freedom" now Liberation. The pre-
decessors of "Militant Tendency" 
bought the building over our heads. 
Despite their cranky policies — 
they had an office with a red 
carpet, red ceiling, red wallpaper, 

"I want to buy a mug," I sa:d, 
businessike. 

"A mug, sir?" (His 'sir' I must 
say sounded quite sincere.) "What 
kind of mug?" 

"An English mug will do," i told 
him equably. 

"An English mug?" 

I nodded my agreement. There 
was a pause. An awkward pause 
would be the hackneyed expression. 

"I don't think we have any Eng-
lish mugs—sir!" 

(Did I imagine it or had the Sir' 
taken on a tingle of Cymric con-
tempt?) 

"Okay," I said reasonably, what 
other sort have you? They e'on't 
have to be English — French, Ger-
man, Indian, it's all equal to me. 
Just so long as they have the 
handle on the inside." 

"Only the Irish mugs have 
handles on the inside." There 
wasn't even the dubious courtesy 
of 'sir' this time round. 

"Oh!" 
A long (rather uncomfor'aole) 

pause. My play: 
"Why is it tha t only the Irish 

mugs have handles on the inside?" 
The reply was an inscrutable 

stare. And the other customers (or 
browsers to be more exact1, maybe) 
were pricking their collective ears 
up now, quite interested. I re-
peated the question. 

"Why is it tha t only the Irish 
mugs have the handles on the in-
side?" 

•* . » 

"I do not know, sir.' (We were 
back to the civilities again.) 

"But you sell them, don't j ou?" 
"Yes, sir, I sell them. But I 

don't make them." 
"Well, why are the handles on 

the inside?" 
"I can ' t say sir." 
There must be a reason. 

"1 suppose so." 
I had the uneasy feeling at this 

stage t ha t I was being out-
manoeuvred and so I took another 
tack like a good tactician. 

"The handles might be more 
usefully affixed to the exterior 
r a the r than to the interior — 
would you agree?" 

But anyway I tried to emulate 
the Welsh boatmen, getting all the 
distaste I could find into t ha t 'Sir!1 

Alas it was lost on the Asiatic who 
turned a weary eye on me . . . I 
I suppose on reflection he was only 
the hired man, not the gaffer him-
telf. 

Yes?" he enquired with an air 
of sad resignation. 

A stony glance—I think that 's a 
fair description—was all the change 
I got th is time. Time for another 
change of tack 

GRAY'S INN 
ROAD 

and red furniture — they were de-
cent enough as landlords. 

Opposite was Adam's Chop House, 
the last place In London where you 
could get "good honest food", and 
tha t was historic in its way. 

One day when Toni Curran went 
in for a meal old Adams, whose 
fa ther had the place before him, 
.caid to his wife, "who was tha t 
fellow who used to come here and 
got mixed up in all t ha t trouble 
in Russia?" His wife replied tha t 
his name was Lenin. I t seems the 
Russian refugee's club was round 
the corner in Clerkenwejl Road. 

Nobody seems to know what was 
the purpose of t h e tower on the 
corner building. Does any reader 
know? 

• Would it be fair to infer tha t 
a certain degree of incompetence 
—stupidity, even—was being sug-
gested? By the handle on the 
inside of a genuine Irish mug, 
I mean?" 

"It's just a joke, sir." 
An Irish joke?" 

"If you like." 
• I don't call it an Irish joke. Irish 

jokes are quite funny. I eajl it a 
joke about the Irish. The implica-
tion would seem to be be- — since 
there are no English or German 
or Indian mugs with the handles 
placed inconveniently on the inside 
—that we Irish have a monopoly 
of stupidly." 

"Are you Irish, sir?" 
Aw, in the sweet name of Jesus! 

Was I Irish? After thirty-two years 
in England I sometimes find it hard 
to make myself understood to the 
natives—the English ones, J mean, 
not the Indians — and here's me 
man asking if I 'm Irish! 

"Too bloody right, mate!" v 
"I see," the shopkeeper observed 

darkly and for a brief instant the 
effect of his observation, and of the 
tone it was made in, was quite akin 
to that produced by the Welshman's 
'Sir' on the St David or the Colum-
bia. He seemed to be dismissing 
the entire Ir ish race as a worthless 
gang of whingers, unable' to take a 
harmless little joke. The customers 
—or browsers—seemed to agree 
with him by the muted sounds they 
were making. Was it my imagina-
tion or did I hear one woman 
(looking up f rom the Sex makes 
you blind poster) remark bitterly 
tha t they were all alike, always 
making trouble. I presume she was 
referring to us Hibernians and not 
to the people of the Indian sub-con-
tinent. In any case the charade had 
gone on long enough, it was time 
to take the (metaphorical) gloves 
off. 

"Look, mister — I'll give it to you 
straight. I 'm complaining!" 

"Of what are you complaining, 
sir?" Our ca t can give you an un-
fathomable look but he could learn 
a lot from your man, the Indian 
shopkeeper, or assistant or what-
ever. And just as our cat sometimes 
infuriates me with his enigmatic 
stare so did your man: it took,oil 
my powers of restraint, learned 
painiully over the past thir ty odd 
years, not to explode in a torrent of 
incoherent abuse. 

"Of your goddam so-called Irish 
mugs, sir! I wouldn't object at all 
if you had a few English mugs with 
the handles a t the bottom, or a few 
Indian mugs with the handles over 
the mouth — we could all have a 
laugh then! But it seems it's only 
the Irish tha t come in for this kind 
of treatment." 

"I'm sorry, sir," he said—and this 
time I think he really meant it. I n 
any case I had made my point and 
I was beginning almost to regret ifi 
now. Maybe he didn't1 mean to be 
offensive any more than some of 
our own kind do when they tell the 
odd Asian joke — or the one about 
the cannibal in darkest Africa who, 
on discovering tha t his victim was 
from Wolverhampton, asked if 'my 
dear brother' had got his council 
house yet? Maybe we Irish are the 
cry babies of Western Eurooe. un-
able to take a joke . . . ? I don't 
mean a word of it, of course! Next 
time I won't waste time mincing 
and mixing -words, no matter who 
the shopkeeper maybe. 

I'll do like those hooligan-types 
around London — I'll let the gpd-
dam genuine Irish mugs drop o» the 
floor. The handle should be on the 
outside anyway! 

, ' \ f R Noel Gordon recently ad-
J , i dressed a meeting called by 
Paddington Labour Party to com-
memorate one of its oldest mem-
bers, Mr J im Mullaly, a Kilkenny 
man and regular reader of the Irish 
Democrat over many years. The 
meeting was not well attended but 
there could be no doubting the 
genuine respect in which Mr Mull-
aly was held 


