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LABOUR'S DECISION 
yHE Irish Labour Party is to 

hold a conference on 
December 12th to decide 
whether to join a coalition 
with Fine Gael Posteriors 
are itching for the seats of 
office but the rank and file 
are against the sacrifice of 
Labour's independence. The 
Irish Transport and General 
Workers' Union has called on 
Labour not to back Fine Gael. 
Garret Fitzgerald has de-
clared his intention of giving 
up Dublin's claim to the six 
counties. He will wrap it up 
in a referendum on abortion. 

If \ou vote jnr a united Ire-
land you'll be accused of 
wanting abortion. Once the 
claim to the north is given 
up Ireland's stated reason for 
neutrality has been nullified 
and the way is open to arms 
expenditure and foreign bases 
on Irish soil. Fitzgerald 
should on no account be 
allowed to form a govern-
ment. It would be the worst 
sin it- 1922. 

FF 76 
FG 70 
LAB 16 
WP 2 
IND 3 

AND HAIR SHIRTS 

DANGER! 
A FTER last month's fine res-

" ponse, this month's response Is 
disappointing. Is it the recession? 
Sr Christmas showing its horns too 
•eon? Or everybody bankrupted by 
the London bus fares? 

Whatever the reason there are 
glum faces in Battersea where the 
treasurer is looking down cracks to 
so* if a shilling has got itself hid-
den there. 

You wouldn't have the organiser 
eating mackerel for Christmas 
dinner! So post off that donation 
you forgot about! 

Our thanks to:— E. Ay res £2, R. 
Tolhurst £5, J. Dorrington 20p, J. 
Hanrahan 20p, "Brian Boru" £8, 
Id. O'Donnell £7, D. Tilley £4, B. 
Murphy £5, G. Ward £1, P. Browne 
£6, South Lonion C.A. £74, W. McF 
£2, J. Guilfoyle £20, N. Harris 
£12.50, M. Gaster £4, E. Pulton £2, 
J. McC £5, l;iends in Central Lon-
don £5.48. in South London £10.19, 
in West London 80p, in East Lon-
don 97p. TOTAL: £175.34. 

BUT IT COULD RE WORSE 
Labour hesitates about coalition 

T H E electors of die Irish Republic went to the polls on Wednesday, November 24th to 
• decide at whose hands they were to receive their hair-shirts. 

Understandably there was a lower poll than usual. And also 
understandably the result was a hung Dail with the emphasis 
against the government who called the election. 

The elect ion was really prec ip i ta ted by Mr Michael O 'Leary ' s 
defection f r o m Labour to Fine Gae l because he could no t get his 
party to fight an election on a p r o g r a m m e of coalition. 

This led t h e Workers ' Par ty to 
think t he i r chance had come to 
wipe u p t h e Labour Pa r ty and 
they had be t t e r take it. They 
did. and down came Charles 
Haughey. 

INDEPENDENT 
But t h e ve ry fact of loosening 

the connect ion with Fine Gael 
and fighting on an independent 
p rogramme restored Labour 's 
fading credibi l i ty . Fine Gael 
continued to m a k e gains thanks 
to the O ' L e a r y policy of daubing 

BOOK THE DATE 

FEBRUARY 
16th 

Lobby Parliament for 
repeal of Prevention 

of Terrorism Act 

it wi th pink paint, b u t Labour 
became a haven for t h e dis-
contented. 

¥ 

The Workers ' P a r t y gained 
Tomas McGiolia, who one would 
t h ink would prove a very good 
TD, but lost three others . It 
can be safely said n o w tha t 
whi le the WP may last a few 
years yet, it has now no pros-
pect of sweeping the board as 
i ts leaders hoped. It is becom-
ing a present day Clann na 
Poblachta . Its callop is at an 
end. 

At the time oi wr i t i ng La-
bour 's fu ture policy is un-
decided. There will be a special 
conference early :n D e a y n b e r . 
This will decide w h e t h e r to 
en te r a coalition or suppor t a 
minor i ty government. 

RIGHT WING 
The essentially right - wing 

t endency of the hew leader 's 
t hough t was shown by his in-
sis tence that he would do DO 
deal wi th Mr Haughey. He 
would only contemplate sup-
por t ing Fianna Fail if they 
changed their leader. 

T h e significance Of this is 
clear . The "gang of 22" who 
t r i ed to oust Mr Haughey from 
the leadership are the most 
ant i - republican in the par ty . 
They would not disgrace the 
F ine Gael benches. In the elec-
t ion six of them bit the dust, 
and a good thing too. Mr 
H a u g h e y may not be great 
shakes but there is still a faint 
aura of republicanism at tached 
to him. Mr Spring would nly 
consider support ing Fianna Fail 
if it became Fine Gael ' 

A great decision for the party 
founded by James Connolly. 

On the other hand Mr Spring is 
less experienced than the wilv 
Michael O'Leary. He has made a 
categorical statement that he will 
make no deal that would compro-
mise Irish neutrality. 

Continued on Page Five 

MKRROR SAYS 
IT AGAIN 

"MOW much longer will it be 
" fore Britain faces the fact that 

it cannot solve the Irish problem— 
and gets out" 

Who said that? 

The huge-circulation English 
newspaper the "Daily Mirror.'' 

Devoting the whole of the front 
pas* to this subject the editor 
points out that M the British were 
to sutler casualties in proportion to 
the six counties' the toll would be 
900,800. 

The Mirror does not present tho 
question accurately. For example it 
says the troops were sent to Ire-
land thirteen years ago to "keep 
tho Protestants and Catholics from 
murdering each other." 

P A I S L E Y ITES 
They wore not They were sent 

alter the Paisleyltes had launched 
a murderous attack on the Falls 
Road. The Catholics attacked no-
body. 

Also there have been British 
troops in Ireland many years be-
fore 1969. 

But the Mirror statement reflects 
British public opinion which is dis-
gusted by the sordid brutality and 
repression. 

It has not yet reached the con-
clusion that the evils it condemns 
are the fruits ol partition, and that 
this is the question that must be 
tackled. 

What is wanted is not just a de-
claration of intent to get out ot 
Ireland, but a declaration of will-
ingness to hand over the six 
counties to the people of Ireland. 

CONFERENCES 
"DEFENCE OF THE IRISH" 
against insult, discrimination and repression 

LONDON LIVERPOOL 
29 JANUARY, 1983 5 FEBRUARY, 1983 

2 pm - 5 pm Q ' 2 pm - 5 pm 

CONWAY HALL, AUEW ROOMS, 
Red Lion Square WC1 32 Mount Pleasant 
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IRISH CENTRE 
IN GLASGOW 

VIDENCE of the flourishing cul-
tural life of the Irish com-

munity in Glasgow was provided 
when Brett Kibble visited the Irish 
C-litre, 35 Coplaw Street, Glasgow, 
G42. on behalf of the "Irish Demo-
crat." 

The long struggle to establish the 
centre began as far back as 1969 
when Father Cunningham sug-
gested to fellow Donegal man 
Anthony Gillespie that they should 
set up a Rosses Association. 

When in 1978 the opportunity 
arose of securing the present 
premises the Rosses Association in-
vited other Irish organisations to 
discuss the matter. These in-
cluded the Gaelic League, the GAA, 
Coinhaltas Ceolteoiri, the Donegal 
Association and others. A consider-
able sum of money was secured by 
private loans and with the help of 
Allied Irish Banks. 

The Centre is non-political and 
non-sectarian. Its purpose is to re-
store and preserve Irish culture 
among the Irish in Glasgow. Its 
achievements are shown in the fact 
that 100 children are learning Irish 
music, and 50 at a "children's Gae-
lic class" study Irish every Satur-
day, The adult Irish class takes 
place each Wednesday night. 

Most of the Glasgow Irish hail 
from Ulster so it is no surprise 
that "twentyfives" is played every 
Tuesday. There is Bingo each 
Thursday. Some of the centre's 
cultural activity has been assisted 
by the Arts Council, for example a 
"poets' night" and a recital by the 
singer Flora MacNeill. Brian Wil-
son of the Scottish Free Press gave 
a talk on Gaelic in Scotland. 
Earlier this year there was a per-
formance of "Children of the dead 
end" by Patrick McGill. 

Tlie centre has encouraged the 
formation of Gaelic Football which 
is played weekly at Pearse Park. 
Officials of the centre are unpaid 
and an immense amount of volun-
tary work falls on the shoulders of 
Mary Ferrle (Secretary > Hugh 
Sweeney (Vice-President) and the 
treasurer Joseph Tierney. 

Successful 
Scottish 

conference 
{ ' L A S G O W Connolly Associa-

t ion called a conference on 
thf subject of "Ireland and 
world peace" which rr.:-: on 
Sa tu rday . October 30th. 

It was addressed by Mrs Carol 
Fox. Chairman of Irish CN'D. by " 
Mr Bill Spiers, Assistant General 
Secretary of the Scottish TUC (in 
his personal capacity) and by Mr 
Desmond Greaves, Editor o: the 
"Irish Democrat". 

Among those present were repre-
•ntatives of the Dundee and 

Edinburgh Constituency Labour 
Parties, the Labour Committee on 
Ireland, Glasgow District Com-
mittee AUEW, Drum chapel CND, 
Glasgow Communist Party, Nalgo, 
the Troops Out Movement. Sinn 
Fein and a number of individuals. 

Mrs Fox gave an encouraging 
account of the work being done in 
Ireland to preserve the neutrality 
of the country. In the discission 
t'.iat ensued there was general 
agreement that this deserved the 
widest support, and a resolution 
ivas passed expressing that sup-
port and calling on the British 
government to relrain from exert-
ing pressure on the Republic with 
a view to inducing an abandon-
ment of neutrality. 

The success of the conference 
was a tribute to the organising 
ability of Brett Kibble and Wil-
liam O'Brien. 

PEADAR O DONNELL CALLS FOR 
MORE ACTIVITY 

T H E R E was a great welcome in Dublin for the twenty-one 
• man delegation sent to Dublin by the Connolly 

Association on November 20th. 
The eleven London delegates included Tom Foley of 

ASTMS and Tony Donaghey of the NUR. Nine went from 
Liverpool and one from Glasgow. After an exceptionally rough 
sea crossing they were met by Mr Anthony Coughlan on 
behalf of their hosts, the Irish Sovereignty Movement. 

A meet ing at the Shelbourne 
Hotel was at tended by over 
eighty people, many of them 
from down country, for 
example, J im Savage f r o m 
Cork, Ned Connolly f rom Rath-
luirc, Carmel Campbel l f rom 
Mayo, J i m McKeever f rom Ty-
rone, and a Belfast cont ingent 
consisting of Joe and Dorothy 
Deighan, Robert Heatley, John 
McClelland and Kevin Mc-
Corrie. 

The gathering was highly repre-
sentative of the Labour, Trade 
Union and Republican movements. 
Among those present were Risteard 
O'Glaisne, the Irish language 
writer, Roy Johnston (Vice-Presi-
dent of Irish CND), Colm Power 
(Dun Laoire CND), Tom Redmond 
(EC of the Workers' Union of Ire-
land), Cathal MacLiam (ITGWU 
official), Derry Kelleher, Patrick 
Bolger (National Organiser, Sinn 

Fein), Mrs Brid Heusaff, Uinseann 
MacEoin and Emmet O'Connell. 
The chairman was Michael O 
Loingsigh. 

\ I~R DESMOND GREAVES ex-
plained some of the problems 

facing the Irish community and 
their friends in Britain. Emigra-
tion- had ceased and Ireland had 
one problem less. But the results 
of that emigration still existed in 
Britain, where however, the pri-
mary emigrants were being steadily 
replaced by "second generation 
Irish". Many of the parents, and 
still more of the children had wor-
ked, their way up into good posi-
tions. At the same time there was 
a solid working class core particu-
larly in the building trade where 
many Irish were prominent trade 
unionists. 

These were of particular import-
ance. The territorial partition of 
Ireland resulted in a political par-

tition of Irish trade unionism 
whose organisational unity was 
purchased by an agreement to dis-
agree. 

One result of the prevalence oi 
British-based unions in the north 
was tha t the British members 
never heard but one side of tha 
case. The Irish were placed in the 
awkward position of appearing to 
advise their British fellow-members 
to disregard the opinions of their 
fellow-countrymen. He had no 
solution for this conundrum, but 
thought It would help if more Bri-
tish delegations could be persuaded 
to come to Dublin, which was, after 
all, the capital of all Ireland in 
law and would be some day in fact. 

He referred to organisations that 
defended and preserved Irish cul-
ture, the increasing number of Irish 
Centres, the most recent in Glas-
gow, the Comhaltas, Gaelic classes, 
Federation of Irish Societies and 
IBRG. It was of the greatest im-
portance that parents should show 
a pride in their Irishness so as to 
give their children the ability to 
defend themselves from racialist 
criticism 

National question first 
ADDRESSING the Victoria 

(Hackney) Branch of the 
CPGB on behalf of the Connolly 
Association, Mr Gerard Curran, 
Literary Editor of the "Irish 
Democrat", explained the con-
nection between imperialism 
and racialism, comparing the at-
tacks on the Jews and negroes 
with the anti-Irish jokes of to-
day. 

He gave a list of the most fa-
mous slanderers of the Irish, 
Charles Kingsley, Gladstone, 
Disraeli and Carlisle. 

He said the common people 
of these islands should unite to 

SECOND MONTHLY 
LECTURE ON 

IRISH HISTORY 

THE 
INVASION 

1169 to 1690 

Lecturer: 
DR. F L A N N CAMPBELL 

SUNDAY, 12th DEC. 
6.30 pm - 8.00 pm 

MARC1IMOXT COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

MARt'HMONT STREET 
(Russell Square) WC1. 

defeat imperialism in a three-
pronged effort, in Britain and in 
the six and twentysix counties. 

He criticised the tactics of 
British Labour. The "left" had 
failed to grasp the fact that the 
national question had to be 
solved first, before social ques-
tions could be adequately 
tackled. It was a pity that pres-
sure was not brought on the 
unionist socialists of the six 
counties to act in a way that 
would benefit all the people of 
these islands. 

f]E considered that the split in 
the republican movement 

was a negative influence, and 
criticised particularly those in 
the British "left" who seemed to 
be favouring those republicans 

Continued on Page Five 

OXFORD 
HEADERS in the Oxford 

area are reminded that 
classes are held every 
Thursday night during 
term time at the Language 
Teaching Centre, 41 Wel-
lington Square. Tutor is 
Barry Riordan. Beginners 
class is at 7.15 pm and for 
those more advanced at 
8.30 pm. 

CONFERENCE 
r p H E Troops Out Movement has 

announced a conference against 
repression entitled "One year to 
1984" which is to take place on 
December 11th, 1982, at Caxton 
House, St John's Way, London, 
N19. 

I t will be addressed by Berna-
dette Mc Alliskey, Liz Curtis and 
Alistair Logan. Details from 01-
278-8394. 

IRISH XMAS CARDS AVAILABLE 

FOR CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION FUNDS 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
62 Marchmont Street, London WCl 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th 11 am 

Admission — lOp Helpers needed 

IRISH BOOK SALE 
A T 

177 LAVENDER HILL, BATTERSEA, LONDON, SW11-5TE 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
11.00 am - 5.00 pm 

(Buses 77, 77A, 45. 5 mins. Clapham Junction Station) 

Hundreds of Irish books new and second-hand. Many new books at 
greatly reduced prices. Plus 1983 Picture Calendars, Christmas Cards, 

Tee-Shirts, Irish language books and dictionaries. 

Organised by the IRISH DEMOCRAT BOOK CENTRE 

Failure to do this left a child a 
prey to divided loyalties with the 
result that he might become "more 
English than, the English them-
selves" — a scenario that accounted 
for Irish names in the so-called 
"National Front". Also those of 
Irish parentage were entitled to 
Irish citizenship. He did not say 
they should take it up, but he did 
wish them to have a choice. 

TI/TR ANTHONY COUGHLAN ex-
plained the work of the Irish 

Sovereignty Movement which had 
been founded with a view to oppos-
ing Irish membership of the EEC, 
but found itself drawn into activity 
around other issues. 

The international monopolies 
were tireless in their efforts to de-
stroy the sense of national com-
munity. They wanted a world 
not of people but of economic units 
blown hither and thither by mar-
ket forces, having no will of their 
own. 

There was a purpose behind the 
constant denigration of the idea 
of the sovereign nation. The at-
tack on Irish neutrality, already 
sadly eroded, was part of the 
game. The international monopo-
lies were quite capable of resorting 
to war as an instrument of com-
mercial policy but required pliable 
governments who would go along 
with this purpose. The attack on 
Irish sovereignty had far more 
than local significance. 

The defection of O'Leary resulted 
from the decision of the Irish La-
bour Party to fight the election 
independently. But it was not 
sufficient to be separate from Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail. It was 
necessary for Labour to have a dis-
tinct national policy. 

If Labour undertook a vigorous 
agitation for national unity and in-
dependence it was conceivable thi t 
there would be a differentiation 
within Fianna Fail, the section that 
was really Fine Gael at heart 
might move towards its natural 
alignment and perhaps the result-
ing opposition of left Irish and 
right English might suit the 
country better. 

TNTRODUCING the veteran re-
A publican Peadar O'Donnell, the 
chairman remarked that he was 
now ninety years of age. Neverthe-
less he stood unaided and delivered 
a thirty minute speech full of fire 
and conviction and enlivened by 
anecdotes and witticisms. He 
traced the process by which the 
representatives of the English gov-
ernment tricked the Irish into par-
tition by skilfully shifting their 
ground. 

He thought the present economic 
crisis in the capitalist world was 
far more deep-seated and perma-
nent than it was usually taken to 
be. Mass unemployment had come 
to stay. What would happen when 
millions of young people finally 
realised that they had no function 
in society? Would there be revo-
lution? 

Hinting that the powers that be 
might prefer mass murder to this 
he referred to CND and the vital 
necessity of preserving Irish neu-
trality. It was necessary to rally 
the people. And for this purpose 
one thing above all was required, 
namely activity. He praised the 
work of the Connolly Association 
and urged them to do more of it. 

In the evening there was a well 
attended social evening at Muriel 
Sadleir's house, which was at-
tended by Mr Sean Redmond and 
Mr Daltun O Ceallaigh. On the 
following afternoon the delegation 
was conducted round Glasnevin 
cemetery by Mr Eamon Mac Tho-
mais and later visited Kilmainham 
Jail. Before leaving Dublin they in-
vited the ISM to make a return 
visit to London and Liverpool. 
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ACADEMICS LEAD THE Science and Technology 

SPROUTING ENERGY A T the present time there is an 
attempt taking place to de-

flect the anti-Common Market 
movement in Britain into making a 
reappraisal of its position. This is 
especially true in the trade union 
and labour movement where so 
called academics are leading the 
call for a big re-think about 
"Europe". They have even adopted 
the trick term "Europe" when they 
really mean western Europe and in 
particular the EEC itself. The at-
tempt to manipulate policies in the 
labour movement indicates the im-
portance of the anti-market stand. 

By completely avoiding the na-
tional question, the sovereign right 
of nations to conduct their own 
affairs without interference, these 
academics end up supporting the 
traditional monopolies' quest for a 
superstate. Nation-states must be 
done away with as they have toe-
come a barrier to this quest. The 
EEC is the vehicle to push through 
this objective whatever the trouble 
it causes millions of people within 
its artificial boundary. 

Despite the EEC the aspirations 
of the separate nations still per-
meate the Community. Unfortun-
ely, like the reaction of chained 
animals to close confinement, the 
worst effects of arguments between 
member states come to the fore-
front. However this is a sure indi-
cation that the strength of the 
aation will in the end cause the 
EEC to fall apart just as every 
other empire in history has fallen 
apart. The existence of the nation 
is still necessary for the foresee-
able future. 

A b well as avoiding the national 
question the re-appraisal 

peddlers also evade the completely 
undemocratic structure of the EEC. 
Part of the academics' thesis sug-
gests that problems facing many 
peoples can all be solved "within 
the Community". But the EEC is 
led by an unelected Commission 
answerable to nobody but the bene-
ficiaries of the policy enshrined in 
the Rome Treaty. That is the free 
movement of capital and goods. 

FACED with the Fine Gael threat 
to abandon Irish neutrality 

there is a growing campaign to have 
it enshrined in the constitution of 
the Republic. 

This would mean that England's 
man, Garret Fitzgerald, perhaps 
running a minority government, 
could not bounce the country Into 
tha war alliance and burden the 
overloaded exohequer with millions 
of pounds of armaments expendi-
ture. There would have to be a 
referendum. 

Heading this drive are Irish CND 
and the Irish Sovereignty Move-
ment. Speaking in a debate at Uni-
versity College, Cork, on Ireland's 
oommitments under the EEC, Mr 
Anthony Coughlan made this point 
forcefully as follows: 

HP HE insertion into the Constitu-
tlon of a commitment to the 

permanent military neutrality of 
the Irish State would strengthen 
Irish governments In resisting pres-
sures to allow the erosion of Irish 
neutrality and should be made an 
issue in the general election. Such 
a constitutional amendment would 
make it illegal for tfie Irish Gov-
ernment to participate in any mili-
tary alliance or to provide facilities 
of military importance to any bel-

by 
John Boyd 

This puts the monopolies outside 
any democratic control. Even elec-
ted national governments are sub-
ject to the rules and regulations 
emanating from Brussels. The 
aspirations of the different nations 
have no place in such a system. 
The academics' cry is that sort of 
thing is now out of date. 

One example suffices to expose 
clearly how the EEC works in 
favour of the multinational con-
cerns, advances the dog eat under-
dog philosophy and ignores whole 
nations in so doing. The current 
government in Britain covers the 
whole sordid process, aided by sub-
servient and uncritical national 
news media, by thick layers of lard 
labelled "recession", "slump" and 
"overmanning" to name but a few. 

A cartel under the direct control 
of a Commissioner determines steel 
production throughout the 10 mem-
ber states. The government at 
Westminster acts in the role of 
agent carrying out the cartel's 
policy. Britain has now lost half 
her work force and nearly half her 
capacity to make steel in a period 
of four years. Steel works have 
been shut and razed to the ground, 

ligerent or potential belligerent. An 
exception could be made to allow 
for our legitimate right of self-
defence and our participation in 
peacekeeping operations which ac-
corded with our obligations under 
the United Nations Charter. 

Ireland's abstention on the United 
Nations vote which called for nego-
tiations between Britain and Argen-
tina over the sovereignty of the 
Falklands is the latest example of 
the way in which foreign policy co-
ordination through the EEC leads 
us to adopt positions which most 
Irish people would very probably 
disapprove of. 

The rise in international tension, 
the strategic importance of Ireland 
as a staging post and early warning 
site in the event of military conflict 
in the North Atlantic and the many 
suggestions which have been made 
in recent times advocating active 
part icipat ion^ the western alliance 
should alarm everyone concerned 
about Irish neutrality. A constitu-
tional change on the lines suggested 
wpuld encourage Irish Governments 
to co-ordinate their foreign policy 
with such European neutrals as 
Sweden, Switzerland, Austria, Fin-
land, Cyprus ancTYugoslavia rather 
than with the NATO members of 
the EEC. 

RETREAT 
their workers being placed on the 
dole queue. Some workers have 
admittedly been given a few EEC 
coppers to train for jobs which 
may or may "not become available. 
Table 1 shows clearly what has 
happened to Britain's steel wor-
kers compared to those of other 
states in the Community. 

"VTEANWHILE the EEC's total 
capacity for making steel 

has actually increased, in particu-
lar in West Germany. In effect 
the EEC policy has transferred 
steel production from Britain to the 
infamous golden triangle.. EEC in-
spectors ensure that this policy is 
enforced by using their powers to 
fine and order cuts in production 
over the heads of national govern-
ments. 

What is happening to the steel 
industry in Britain within the EEC 
is only part of the overall quest 
to shift whole industries and pro-
duction to the hub of the EEC. It 
follows that as industries disap-
pear from Britain there is no 
longer a need for the basic industry 
of making steel. 

This is the major reason for 
Britain's becoming a weak and de-
industrialised peripheral nation 
state. On the other hand West 
Germany is now the dominant 
state in the EEC. .Evidence for this 
process can be found by comparing 
recent unemployment percentages. 

Table 2:— 
EEC 

Britain 12.3% 
9.5% 

W. Germany 6.0% 

Non-EEC 
2.5% 
1.5% 

I t is the quest for an EEC super-
state that is hitting Britain hardest 
not the so called recession. 

r P H E call for a re-appraisal of 
^ .the campaign to withdraw Bri-

tain from the EEC must be rejec-
ted outright. These academic 
peddlers in practice support the 
strengthening of the EEC and at 
the same time the worsening of 
conditions for Britain and its 
peoples, instead the campaign to 
extricate Britain from the Common 
Market must be widened and rein-
forced, especially in the trade union 
and labour movement. This should 
be done by not only pointing' out 
the economic reasons but also by 
explaining the all important natio-
nal question as opposed to the real 
reasons for the EEC superstate. 

FOOTNOTE: Nov 17th. Announce-
ment that another steel works in 
the West Midlands is to close 
putting 1,300 steel workers on the 
dole. 

| L O T IE IP 
MAY I wholeheartedly endorse 

the ploa of A. Curran (Let-
ters, Nov 82) for the publication of 
a new pamphlet dealing with Ire-
land and the need for a progres-
sive solution to the problem of par-
tition and repression In the six 
counties. 

Large sections of the Labour 
movement in England, Scotland and 
Wales appear to have accepted the 
Imperialist position of the British 
Ruling Class on Ireland, despite its 
Immense cost to the working class, 
and have a less progressive outlook 
on Ireland than existed among their 
forefathers at the turn of the cen-
tury. 

The sooner they are won for Irish 
freedom the sooner they themselves 
will be free. 

BOB WYNN (Somerset) 

"INTEREST in the conversion of 
biomass to energy, at the large-

scale practical level necessary for 
significant savings in the national 
oil-bill, continues to increase, 
October issue erf "Biatas", thr popu-
lar agricultural - science .nonthly 
published by the Irish Sugar Co 
and circulating mainly to tillage 
farmers, has a small but significant 
feature describing a German pro-
cess for the briquetting of straw. 

The estimated am tonnes of sur-
plus straw in the German Federal 
Republic are enough to meet the 
power needs of the entire agricul-
tural community. Six pounds of 
briquettes are worth two pints of 
oil. Fifteen acres of straw are 
enough to heat the average farm-
house. The same or similar equip-
ment is already in use in Ireland 
for briquetting forestry waste; this 
is a diversification enterprise of 
Avonmore Creamery in Co Kil-
kenny. 

The technology which is evolving 
to cope with the harvesting of 
short-rotation forestry is described 
in some detail in the October 
"Technology Ireland"; I referred to 
this some time ago in this column. 
Forest growth in Ireland is the 
fastest in Europe (thanks to the 
mild winters) and the northern 
drumlin soil (especially in Leitrim) 
is particularly suitable. 

Fast-growing hardwood species 
are planted at a spacing of about a 
yard and cropped every three or 
four years; new growth sprouts 
from the stump, using the old root 
system. Harvesting machinery has 
been developed which does a clean 
cut and reduces the trees to 6 inch 
billets which dry and store easily ; 
Armer Salmon, the machinery di-
vision of the Sugar Co, has done 
the development. 
rPHE small ESB power-stations in 

, -*• the west (rated at 5MW) are 
being used for the conversion of 
the wood-chips to electricity; some 
special plantations to feed them 
have been laid out by Bord na 
Mona on cutaway bog. Unfortun-
ately some of the plantations were 
laid out before the silvicultural 
trials had answered all the ques-
tions regarding species and spac-
ing, so the first-generation planta-
tions will not be as productive as 
they might. But the early practi-
cal experience is judged to have 
been worth the risk. 

There is little doubt that this 
represents a growing market; any-
one with drumlin land lying fal-
low, or producing a poor crop of 
rough grass, should look into short-
rotation forestry and the wood-chip 
or wood-briquette market. 

Still on energy, the October 
"Technology Ireland" also has a 
feature on the use of sophisticated 
electricity-load optimisers, involv-
ing "intelligent" controllers based 
on the silicon chip. Some of these 
have been developed in Ireland 
for Irish industrial users. 
T MENTIONED briefly the Timo-

ney engine some months ago. 
There is an article going into it in 
some depth; by the use of ceramic 
materials the use of cooling-water 
is dispensed with. Energy can be 
extracted from the exhaust gases 
with the aid of a small gas turbine, 
so that the combined efficiency of 
the hybrid two-stage engines ex-
pected to be about 63%. 

The main engine is single-cylin-
der, two-piston, two-stroke with an 
ingenious spring-loaded automatic 
Itijustment mechanism for the 
compression ratio. The pistols and 
cylinder-liners are made of a lith-
ium aluminium silicate which has a 
very low coefficient of expansion, so 
that there is no danger of seizing 
at the high temperatures used, and 
the fit is good enough to get com-
pression for a cold start. 

This work is US financed; it is 
part of a programme to have by 
the year 2000 a standard truck en-
gine without cooling or lubrication 
of substantially higher thermo-

R. H. W. JOHNSTON 

dynamic efficiency than the current 
norm. 

Other features in the October 
"Technology Ireland" cover the art 
of "licensing in" technology (the 
secret of Japan's success) and the 
work of the Cork University dairy 
and food science complex; I will 
when the opportunity presents 
itself return to this on another 
occasion. 

THE WORLD 
LAST MONTH 

U O Spain has gone "socialist." We 
^ can promise you there'll be no 
socialism. The Irish Democrat was 
the only independent newspaper to 
prophesy that the miraculous 
Mitterand would fail to solve the 
problems of France. Why? Be-
cause he supports the EEC and the 
war alliance, and this is incompat-
ible with sound economics. We 
think the Spaniards will find their 
new government highly educational 
—but no more. The eclipse of the 
Eurocommunist Carillo is one more 
illustration of the fact that no 
people ever turns to the left until 
it has no other hope; and when that 
position arises it is no harm for 
the left to be identifiable. 

"Turkey has voted for strong 
government," Who would say that 
but the incredible hacks of the 
BBC? First, voting was compu)-j; 

sory, so if you didn't vote it was 
the worse for you. Second, there 
was only one man to vote for, the 
dictator. Third, though it was 
true you ct>uld vote "no," the "no" 
votes were on separate papers 
which were coloured bright blue. 
The "strong government" was the 
army. All politicians are banned 
from politics for ten years. Now 
if that happened in Poland . . . 

\ MERICA is the world's 
•t *- wealthiest nation. But the 

barbarian who presides over 
it is in a fair way to bankrupt 
even that country. He is talking 
about spending eighteen thousand 
million dollars on a set of a hun-
dred missiles which, Reagan hopes 
could obliterate Russia if they were 
all fired at once without warning. 
The only trouble is, what if Russia 
had time to fire back? Fancy hav-
ing a ham actor as president! Al-
most as bad as a grocer's daughter. 

Reagan's maniacal escalation o!" 
the arms race may force a rap-
prochement between Russia and 
China. Reiagan is prepared to 
bankrupt the USA provided he can 
bankrupt Russia as well. But an 
agreement with China might make 
it possible for the diversion oi 
Soviet resources into meeting the 
American threat. A fine world we 
live in! 
T^NGLISH Tories were blowing 

their tops when it was revealed 
that France was sending another 
load of Exoeet missiles to Argen-
tine. 

Then it was revealed that the 
Germans were providing thai 
country with aircraft. And who 
was supplying the engines? Tile 
English themselves. 

Labour MPs asked why. "The 
orders were placed long ago" was 
the reply. And what reason did 
the French give for doing the 
same? "The orders were placed 
long ago." Wars come and go but 
money-making goes on for ever. 

Table is— Employed in 1,000's 
Member State Dec '78 Sept '82 Change 
West Germany 205 180 —10% 
Britain 165 80 —52% 
France 132 98 —26% 

98 97 — 1% 
Belgium 51 45 —12% 

25 25 — 5% 
24 22 — 8% 

KEEP IRELAND NEUTRAL 
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DICK SPRING PROMISES O'LEARY HEADS FOR OLYMPUS 
1 reply • 

distinguish ei 
that lU'lUi. 
shrined in i 

Fit/gciald made no 
.i iettei sent h:;n by 
citizens demanding 

ty .should be en-
• Irish constitution 

'Mils is presumed lo mean that 
hi- is prepared to take Ireland intu 

nuclear holocaust. Presumably 
tins is what he was discussing 
wiu-n lie came to Britain tor sec-
ret talks in the early part of the 
election campaign. This led to Mr 
Haughcy s accusing him of rela-
tions with British intelligence. 

But unfortunately Mr Haughe> 
•,ya.> not too definite himself. He 

Neutrality 
challenge 

\ leaturi- of the election cam-
- ' paign was the growing concern 

fcl; by ordinary people at the pos-
sibility ut Ireland's being in-
veigled into the Anglo-American 
war alliance 

Mr Barry Desmond T O. told Mi 
Culm Power that Labour was in 
l.u-our of writing neutrality into 
t.lu- constitution. The following let -
te; was sent by a number of well-
known citizens to the leaders of 
tin- three parties, urging them to 

the same pledge 

WE are writing to you as 
leader ol one ot the three 

main parties in the Olreachtas to 
urge you to make an electoral 
commitment to amend the Con-
stitution so as to enshrine mili-
tary neutrality as the permanent 
and legally binding policy of the 
State. 

We believe that the great ma-
jority ol citizens would welcoma 
such a constitutional amendment 
and that It would signlficar lly 
strengthen the hand of Irish gov-
ernments in resisting pressures 
which might be put upon them 
t? move away from military neu-
trality. Enshrining permanent 
military neutrality in the Cons-
titution would make it consti-
tutionally impossible for an Irish 
Government to participate ir any 
war between third parties or to 
provide facilities of military im-
portance to any belligerent or 
potential belligerent. Such an 
amendment would, of course, 
need to be framed so as to recog-
nise the State's legitimate right 
to self-defence in face of aggres-
sion and to participate in 
foreign peacekeeping operations 
under the terms of the United 
Nations Charter. 

We are alarmed at the growing 
International tension at tha 
present time and at various in-
dications that Ireland may have 
considerable strategic value In a 
war situation, especially so far as 
telecommunications facilities and 
staging bases are! concerned. We 
ara also perturbed by public 
figures suggesting that we should 
consider becoming actively in-
volved in the Western Alliance. 

We believe that a constitutional 
amendment on these lines would 
b<̂  a worthwhile development 
which would have wide public 
support and, as concerned citi-
zens, may we invite you to indi-
cate whether you will do all In 
your power to bring forward 
such a constitutional change 
during the terms of the forth-
coming Dail. 

We would appreciate a re-
sponse to this letter i t your 
earliest convenience, as we are 
anxious to publicise the reactions 
to our call at the earliest pos-
sibli moment during the election 
cairnaign. 

Yours sincerely, 
Senator uchn Robb, Una 

O'Higgms O'Mulley, Father 
Donal O'Mahony OFM Cap, 
Michael O'Loingsigh, Peadar 
O'Donnell, Sean MacBrlde, 
Maire Comerford, John Carroll, 
Father Ferga! Brennan SJ. 

did not reply to the letter, but a 
sj>i-;esmaii at Fianna Fail HQ re-
f -nea to a speech which stressed 
his commitment to "maintaining 
I;eland's traditional policy of mili-
ta: neutrality and avoiding mili-
t.cv alliances and entanglements." 
I a- word military, used twice is 
..unmeant. 

By contrast Mr Dick Spring, La-
in ,r's new leader, gave the under-
.ik.ug sought. The question now 

a::ses of how Labour can possibly 
i j into an alliance with the war 
; •.!!'.> Mr Spring's letter is re-
produced below. 

16th Nov., 1982. 
THANK you foi your letter of 
• 13th November on behalf of a 

number of citizens concerned with 
neutrality. 

In reply I am happy to state cate-
gorically my party's positive com-
mitment to Irish neutrality and our 
support for the proposal that such 
neutrality be enshrined in the na-
tional Constitution. 

On Satunday last in Tralee I 
stated this view in the course of an 
important election speech. I en-
close a copy of this speech and 
you will find there Labour's view fn 
terms that an unambiguous. 

My speech in Tralee reflects the 
policy stated in our Election 
Manifesto about Irish neutrality 
and our wish to have Ireland de-
clared a nuclear-free zone. 

1 am sure that you and your co-
signatories will recognise that, as 
far as Labour is concerned, there 
will be no bartering or compromise 
with this policy in the new Dal!. 

Dick Spring 

T H E only good Michael 
O'Leary ever did the Irish 

Labour Party was to leave it— 
so the cynical journalist Eamon 
McCann says 

Certainly his erstwhile com-
rades sent up to heaven a col-
lective sigh of relief when he 
precipitately departed. 

He had done his damnedest to 
deliver up Labour on a plate to 
Fine Gael. He had cooked the 
sauce and prepared a garnish of 
fine herbs. When the goose sud-
denly resuscitated he stalked 
out of the kitchen without even 
switching oft. 

A L W A Y S keen nosed for sniff-
ing political winds O'Leary 

may have seen Fine Gael becom-
ing the biggest party in Irish 
politics. Indeed it would have 
been a pity if he had not since 

it was his poiicy that was bring-
ing it about. 

His old seat in Dublin which 
he had held since 1965 was suf-
fering from disillusionment and 
urban decay. Added to that Tony 
Gregory had done more for the 
constituency in six months than 
O'Leary in seventeen years. 

And who knows what dreams 
may have stirred his imagina-
tion? It is true that the young 
sometimes die before the old. 
but the odds would be that 
O'Leary would still be around 
after Fitzgerald had shuffled off 
this mortal coil and Fine Gael 
was looking for a new leader. 
Do not underestimate the imag-
ination of a man who at times 
sees himself as a poet manque 
enlivening Bohemia with world-
revealing insights. 

Ex -mayor insults Irish 
J ^ V E N in Ireland t h e pressure 

t h a t is being exe r t ed to force 
the Republic to a b a n d o n neut-
r a l i t y is not ful ly apprec ia ted . 

In its failure to sp r i ng to the 
Republic 's defence t h e British 
L a b o u r movement i l lus t ra tes 
once more that its "b l ind spot" 
is imperialism. 

J u s t consider t.-is: I r i sh neut-
ra l i ty was descr:bed as jelly-

bellied and cowardly by Con-
servat ive members of the Europ-
ean Assembly (miscalled Parlia-
ment in o rder to conceal the 
fact that it has no powers) . 

In one debate at S t rasbourg 
gas-works Sir Pe t e r Vanneck 
told the assembly tha t "Ireland 
was basking in the sunshine of 
European defence while refus-
ing to contr ibute to it. Sir Pe te r 
is a fo rmer Lord Mayor of Lon-
don. 
IOE McCartan (Fine Gael) ae-

f J scribed the attack as "offensive 
and racist." But what Fine Gael is 
working for was explained later by 
the same man. 

"If we can clear up misunder-
standings with Britain over Ulster, 
we can then' look towards Europe 
for defence." 

Does that mean NATO bases on 
Irish soil? Does it mean burdening 
the Irish economy with an arms 
programme? Does that mean total 
subservience to Anglo-American 
foreign policy? 

It will be a terrible thing if Irish 
Labour, founded as the watchdog 
for the interests of the working 
people, goes into coalition with 
people who will sell out the last 
vestiges of Irish sovereignty in re-
turn for anything they can pass off 
as a "settlement" of the "Ulster" 
question. 

C O there goes the last of the 
academics, who came before 

Keating, Thornley and Cruise 
O'Brien, but outlasted them. He 
is wafted into the empyrean of 
Fine Gael to enjoy the com-
munion of Garret the Good. The 
lot of them will be missed as 
much as Roy Jenkins and Stair-
ley Williams from the British 
Labour Party. 

The principle the right wing 
works on is that though God is 
good, the devil is not a bad fel-
low either, and much less de-
manding. That principle, as any 
theologian will tell you, Iead3 
you to the devil in a straight 
line. 

Well, lucky O'Leary is re-
elected. He is personable, inter* 
esting, even generous, taut if 
only he had kept out of Labour 
politics! 

NON-
SECTARIAN 

CONSTITUTION 
I )E Valera regretted the deletion 

of Article 44 of the Constitution 
dealing with the position of 
Churches in the Irish State, accord-
ing to historian T. P. O'Neill in a 
recent lecture. 

De Valera saw Article 44- as a 
protection for minorities. I t was 
they who needed the protection of 
the Constitution, whereas the maj-
ority was able to protect itself. The 
clause which said that the State 
recognised the "special position" of 
the Catholic Church as the guardian 
the faith of the majority of Irish 
people was no more than a state-
ment of fact. But the Constitution 
also recognised the minority 
churches, calling them by the 
official names each church used for 
itself, and it also recognised the 
Jewish Congregation in Ireland 

This was at a time when anti-
semitic pogroms were raging across 
Europe, and it is a tribute to Do 
Valera that his Constitition should 
have made provision for Jewish 
rights at a time when they were 
being so abused elsewhere. Super-
ficial commentators on the sup-
posedly sectarian character of the 
Irish Constitution—it is, m fact, 
probably the least sectarian in 
Western Europe — usually forget 
these facts. 

RUNNING DOWN DUN LAOIRE 

POISONING THE IRISH SEA 
CINCE 1953 when it began pro-
^ cessing spent nuclear fuel 
at Windscale in Cumbria, the plant 
has been continuously discharging 
radio-activity into the Irish Soa. 

The Irish Sea has been stated to 
be the most radio-active in the 
world, the danger being greatest in 
the northern part of Liverpool bay, 
where medical effects have been 
detected. 

The effluent contains Plutonium 
239 with a half-lite of 24,000 years. 
Americlum 241 whose half-life is 
470, plus deadly Caesium 137 whose 
more rapid decay reduces it to half 
in thirty years. The faster the de-
cay the more radio-activity is re-
leased. 

The purpose of re-processing is 
to separate the unused fissile mat-
erial from tha waste products and 
the Plutonium 239 required for 
nuclear bombs. 
I T is estimated that something up 
1 to a quarter of a tonne of Plu-
tonium has been discharged over 
thirty years. Some people argue that 

the poisonous effluents settle in the 
sediments at the bottom of the sea. 
Others argue that they can as easily 
be leached out again given the right 
conditions. 

There is growing indignation in 
Ireland at the continued operation 
of this dangerous plant with com-
plete disregard for the welfare of 
the citizens of neighbouring coun-
tries. Ireland has no say in this 
matter although her citizens are at 
risk. It might be argued that the 
Irish, Welsh and Lancastrians at 
least get some badly needed em-
ployment from the plant, but the 
Irish get no compensating benefit 
whatever. 

The matter is being pressed vigor-
ously by Irish CND. 

COLM POWER 

fHE map above shows the dis-
tribution of deadly Caesium 

137 in the Irish Sea, with the 
highest concentration in the 
north-east, and the lowest in the 
south-west—but had enough! 

/ 1REAT alarm is being felt in 
Dun Laoire at rumours that 

British Rail, the irresponsible 
quango to which Parliament mis-
takenly delegated the power to 
wreak havoc on national transport, 
is contemplating discontinuing the 
Holyhead - Dun Laoire service. 

That BR long ago decided to 
cease operations in Wales was 
hinted by Mi- Sid Weighell a few 
months ago. The Irish Democrat 
many years ago suggested that the 
game was to close down the rail-
way lines but sell the Sea-link 
operations to private enterprise as 
car ferries. 
r rHAT the Post Office were in the 

plot can be guessed from the 
fact that the postcode for Holyhead 
is Llandudno—presumably the fur-
thest the railway would go, while 
the Fishguard postcode is Swansea. 
The corresponding postcode for 
Aberystwyth is Shrewsbury. Pre-
sumably the PO would use its own 
vans from these rail heads. 

The Irish Government would not 
be embarrassed if B & I should 
take over from Sealink. Indeed it 
is suggested that they gave a sharp 
shake to the plum-tree when tfiey 
filled in the railway tracks at Dun 
Laoire station and forced passen-

gers either to walk through tho 
rain to the main line station or 
wait interminably until the bus left 
for town. 

There has also been talk about 
what a fine building site Dun 
Laoire harbour would make if it 
were partially filled in. 

The plot thickened when British 
Rail announced that B & I would 
be running a service between Dub-
lin Ferryport and Holyhead, aqd 
for a while the NUR men at the 
Welsh terminal went on strike. 

ri^HE argument Is quite simple. 
B & I have a regular night ser-

vice and their ships spend the day 
idling in Dublin or Liverpool. If the 
vessel berthed at Dublin could be 
used for a return day trip to Holy-
head there would be no need for a 
day sailing from that port. Tho 
abolition of the night sailing to 
Dun Laoire would divert passengers 
to Liverpool and thus revive the 
flagging fortunes of that route. 

In other words there is material 
for a grandiose deal all In accord-
ance with Mrs Thatcher's policy of 
privatisation. How would tt affect 
the passengers. I t may be good, bad 
or indifferent but one can be sure 
that that question Is not being con-
sidered to the smallest degree. 
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MURDER AND HARASSMENT IN 
PRIOR'S BAILIWICK 

J^JR Prior's deplorable plan to 
re-establish Stormont by 

degrees was opposed by every 
national organisation in Ireland, 
and warnings were issued that 
violence was bound to increase. 

This will be encouraged 
further by Mr Prior's astonish-
ing decision to attend the 
Assembly himself and subject 
himself to a "grilling" on 
security. 

Paisley and Company are 
demanding the introduction of 
the death penalty, the return of 
internment, searches in Catholic 
areas, segregation of Catholic 
areas, and the virtual sealing of 
the border. 

How can any decent British 
Trade Unionist or Labour man 
fail to see that these people 
are reactionaries; their cause is 
a bad cause and they should be 
defeated. 
MEANWHILE the hated Royal 

Ulster Constabulary is tak-
ing heart. The monkeys are 
getting up to their old tricks. 

Latest killing is that of 
Michael Tighe, a boy of 17 mur-
dered in what is described as a 
"pre-planned stake-out." The 
RUC say they spotted suspicious 
activity near a shed in Bally-
nery Road, Lurgan. This suspi-
cious activity was that of two 
boys going to feed an absent 
neighbour's dogs. 

CUPLA FOCAL 
MAIRE: Nach deas an la e? 

(Isn't it a nice day?) 
BRID: Togha! Giorroidh an 

aimsir seo an geimhreadh. (The 
best! This w e a t h e r will shor ten 
the winter .) 

MAIRE: Nil a fhois agam faoi 
sin, a Bhrid. Chuala tu r i amh e, 
'Ni fuach t go Feil ' Bride' . (I 
don't know about that , Brid. 
You know the proverb, 'There 's 
no cold til l St Brigid's Day.) 

BRID: Ta sin fier, da r 
m 'anam! Nach mbionn Mi na 
Mar ta ar mh i chomh hole is a 
bhionn so mblia in? (That 's t rue, 
on my soul! Isn ' t March o f ten as 
bad a mon th as you'll get in the 
year?) 

MAIRE: Si, m a r bionn meas-
can gach r u d do dhonacht ansin 
—gaoth. gala, baisteach agus 
sneachta. (Yes, you get the 
worst of all mix tures then , 
wind, gale, ra in and snow.) 

BRID: Agus corr-bhleaist 
a la inn greine! (And an odd love-
ly blast of t h e sun!) 

MAIRE: Nach e a dhala sin 
leis an saol fe in e? (Isn't it the 
same with l ife?) 

BRID: Is e gan amhras. (It is 
to be sure.) 

D. Mac A. 

National question 
Continued from Page Two 

who had decided to defer the 
struggle against partition. 

The money that was spent 
bolstering the six counties could 
be better employed promoting 
and encouraging a united re-
public. It was unwise to 
promise an end to repression 
when one side was pledged to 
fight on till Britain had with-
drawn. A policy of unity on the 
basis of the area created by im-
perialism for its own purposes 
only postponed the unity of the 
whole country. A very lively 
discussion indeed then took 
place. 

A passer-by heard bursts of 
firing that lasted two or three 
minutes. Sinn Fein spokes-
men denied that the youths had 
any connection with republi-
canism. "They died because 
they were in the wrong place at 
the wrong time." It is alleged 
that the parish priest was ob-

structed in the administration 
of the last rites. The young-
sters' homes were searched 
without their families being told 
what had happened. What's 
wrong with Salvador? 

This incident comes only two 
weeks after three unarmed men, 
admittedly in the IRA, were 

CHRISTIANITY IN DONEGAL 
I N H E R E are 35 Pro tes tan t s in 

the p redominan t ly Catholic 
par ish of Dungloe in Co. Done-
gal. 

They have no rec tor but are 
served by the rector of Portnoo, 
a Co. Der ry man who l e f t Craig-
avon to ven ture into the Gael-
tacht. 

Af ter a savage s to rm last 
Februa ry the Cathol ic priest 
r ang him up. '"I don ' t know if 
anyone's told you, but the roof's 
off your church." 

' T H E priest ran a dance on the 
following Sunday night 

and sent out an appea l for dona-
tions. Over £3,000 w a s raised, 
the bulk of it f r o m the Catholic 
community, and wi th in weeks 
thes repair work was in ful l 
swing. The ha rmon ium and the 
pulpit were unha rmed but the 
pews had taken a bat ter ing. 

T h e emigration which hit the 
Gael tach t reduced the number s 
of Pro tes tants as well as Catho-
lics and the result was that 
P ro tes tan t s who mostly spoke 
Engl ish sent the i r chi ldren to 
Catholic schools if they were 
nea re r . 

The result is that some of the 
younger Protes tants now speak 
I r i sh . 

i r r i I I S is small fa rming terr i -
tory and there is no social 

dist inction between members of 
t h e two communities. As the 
P ro t e s t an t Rector put it, how-
ever , 'Th is was pract ical 
Chris t iani ty ." 

This was the second t ime in a 
decade that the Catholics put 
back the roof on the P ro tes t an t 
church. It was no more than 
the i r duty, but thank God they 
d id it. 

LIVERPOOL CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

TWO ELECTIONS 
Discussion opened by—1 

ANTHONY COUGHLAN 

The "Why Not", 
Harrington Street 

Wednesday, December 15th 8 . 0 0 pm 

shot dead by polic^ in the same 
district. Efforts made to per-
suade Lord Gowrie ("A united 
Ireland is a fantasy") to hold a 
public enquiry were brushed 
aside. Not while the police were 
investigating. The police 
were investigating! Investigating 
themselves. 

The three men were shot for 
allegedly not stopping at a 
checkpoint. It is admitted that 
they were unarmed. 
[N the case of the two youths 

police searches found three 
guns in the hut. So there they 
were. Justification. But, alas, 
the guns were ancient Mausers, 
brought into the country before 
the first world war (possibly 
by the Unionists who landed 
them illegally at Lame!) and 
kept by an old republican, dead 
long ago. 

But, said the police, they 
could have been fired. They 
found no bullets and could not 
explain how these antiques 
could he fired without ammuni-
tion. 

For one killing there are, of 
course, a thousand harassments . 
A complaint has been made by 
Father Faul that roadblocks are 
set up by the UDR outside 
Catholic public houses, clubs 
and schools. Young men would 
be held there for as long as 
twenty minutes while the UDR 
compared notes with plain-
clothes men standing by. The 
UDR are notorious for the vio-
lence they mete out to unarmed 
people. 

SPONSORED WALK 
ON Sunday, 12th December. South 
London Connolly Association mem-
bers will be walking from Green-
wich Park to Westminster to raise 
funds. With them will be septua-
genarian Patrick Byrne, one time 
secretary of the Republican Con-
gress, with him Mairin Dillane and 
Siobahn McNulty, whose joint 
brainchild the walk is. Details 
from 850-0283. 

INVINCIBLE 
PUB-FIGHTER 

Saturday Night In York Street, 
by John Campbell (Black 
stafj, £3.50) 

The Onlv Place For Me, by Bill 
Nesbitt (Blackstaff, £2.50) 

JOHN Campbell has been a Bel 
last docker for over thirty years, 

since he was fifteen. Recently on 
RTE he talked about the changes 
he has seen in working conditions, 
all good, and about the human con-
sequences, mostly bad. He has long 
been sensitive to the uniqueness ot 
Belfast dock-land — Sailorstown — 
which differs as much from other 
parts of the city as from other dock-
lands. Some of this specialness he 
has put into verse, of which Satur-
day Night In York Street is a selec-
tion. 

1 was schooled a mile away from 
Sailorstown, up the Limestone 
Road, but the legends percolated. 
Buck Alick, invincible pub-fighter, 
was a more awesome presence in my 
imagination than the Hector or 
Cuchullan of the reading books. 
The Queen's and Joe McKibben's, 
silent cinemas which reputedly 
charged a clean jampot for the Sat-
urday matinee, 1 knew only from 
tantalising hearsay. That samo 
Buck Alick is listed by John Camp-
bell with Rinty Monaghan. world -
champion boxer. James Galway and 
Gerry Fitt as "first-class York 
Street men with talent, strength 
and grit." Later, I worked in Pilot 
Street and got to know some of 
the families and all of the pubs 
that Campbell celebrates. 
r r H E pub is a central theme, for 

these are heavily masculine 
verses. Activity is confined to loading 
and unloading, fighting and gamb-
ling, and of course drinking. Tho 
sentimentality is masculine too Tha 

HUNG DAIL AND HAIR SHIRTS 
Continued from Page One 

Now the principal objective of 
Mr Garrett Fitzgerald is precisely 
to compromise Irish neutrality. 
Broadly speaking Haughey invites 
the Irish people to pay for the 
follies of past governments, sub-
servience to the international 
monopolies, sucking in of foreign 
investments with mounting debt, 
joining the EEC; Fitzgerald thinks 
a few well-timed concessions to 
NATO might loosen the flow of 
credit and if it's selling the 
country he is glad he has a 
country to sell 

R E A L ISSUES 

The art of government is to 
make sure that the public never 
knows the real issues you are de-
ciding. For this purpose it is 
necessary to produce windmills for 
tilting at, decoys to draw the fire 
of public discontent, while you 
take the main decisions behind the 
scenes and proceed undisturbed. 

In Ireland, as in Britain, the de-
cisions which produce the real 
social effects are taken in secret 
without the electorate getting their 

votes near them. Take for example 
the great shift of policy in the 
1950s when the international finan-
ciers were brought in. The "Irish 
Democrat" warned at ' the time 
"some time you will find yourself 
unable to pay the interest on these 
debts." But the small contractors 
saw the prospect of quick returns 
for them. 

Now there are signs tha t under 
stress of galloping inflation and 
mass unemployment people are 
wanting to lift the veil and look 
at realities. And as politicians are 
fundamentally cowards there have 
been concessions to public opinion. 
When they can't fool the public 
they have to serve them. 

KEMMY GOES 

A spin-off from Labour's new 
found semi-independence was the 
defeat of the egregious Mr Kemmy 
in Limerick. His ultra-left talk 
and absurd "two nations theory" 
has been rumbled at last. 

Mr Fitzgerald's antics in Bri-
tain — hearing him on the BBC 
one would Imagine he was going 
up for election in England — re-

sulted in another veil being lifted 
to disclose the continuous current 
of interference by the English gov-
ernment in internal Irish affairs. 
Mr Haughey was accused of play-
ing the "green card" when he made 
his protest about this. But he was 
reacting to public concern and 
saved himself from an ignominious 
defeat by doing so. 

How long the new government 
will last is anybody's guess. One 
suspects talk of "lasting its full 
term" even if Labour commits the 
madness of joining a coalition with 
Fine Gael. The crisis is not going 
to get better. The real issues will 
become plainer. It is perhaps too 
much to hope that the English La-
bour movement will recognise and 
back up the great historical effort 
of the Irish people to avoid being 
enmeshed in the war alliance pro-
moted by international finance, an 
effort which demands the restora-
tion of the national territory, 
though anything in that direction 
will be welcome. That those thou-
sands of y e ng people walking the 
streets will want to know the rea-
son why is certain. And the reason 
is Imperialism. 

Review 

only female in the. book is a mute 
who has been seduced and then 
orphaned by the same demented 
brawler, in a story that lias more 
of grand guignol than ol melo-
drama. 

Sailorstown is no more. Tne M2 
decants into Corporation Street, 
running past houseless narrow thor-
oughfares all the way from the 
derelict railway station to the dark-
grey Victorian Custom House. But 
the book is more than nostalgic, 
it is mythopoeic. securing for 
Sailorstown a distinguished plac.o 
among other fabled Belfast districts 
—the Village, the Bone, the Bull 
ring, the Pound and the Holy Land. 
What matter if Mr Campbell's shen 
anigans lack verisimilitude or sig-
nificance. He could, like Patrick 
Kavanagh, appeal to Homer's 
ghost— 

He said: I made the Iliad from 
such 

A local row. Gods make their own 
importance. 

|>ILL Nesbitt's rhymes are popu 
lar on Radio Ulster and Tha 

Only Place For Me should make 
them more so. The versification is 
skilful—ingenious in the case "The 
Garden"—and the manner welt 
adapted to a variety of subject-
mt ter, humorous, satirical and 
anecdotal. Yet so much of life in 
the North lies beyond his horizon— 
the countryside, the arts and sport 
for example—that Mr Nesbitt re-
mains a sectional rather than a 
regional voice. The title-piece and 
"Dear Ulster" give a plug to locat 
patriotism but it's no use pretend 
that this is founded on soda farls 
and gantries when everyone knows 
it derives from Carson and Craig-
a von. 

This, like Saturday Night In York 
Street is a most attractive book. 
The fine illustrations are by Rowel 
Friers. Those in Saturday Night are 
by Hector McDonnell and its front 
cover is a reproduction of the same 
artist's painting The Last Drink. 

SEAMUS TREACY 
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IRISH SONGS 

YOUNG EMMET 
I N Green Street courthouse in Eighteen and Three 
• Stood Young Emmet, a hero true and brave ; 
For fighting the tyrant, his country to free 

And to tear from her brow the bond of slave. 

Chorus: 

There are still men in Ireland both loyal and true 
Who remember her patriots with pride, 

And with God's help, Young Emmet, we'll soon give to you 
The epitaph unwritten since you died. 

Alone and defiant he stood in the dock 
While Lord Norbury, the hanging judge, looked down; 

Against his false charges he stood firm as a rock, 
Another Irish martyr to the crown. 

Chorus: 

The verdict was guilty, the sentence was death, 
And in Thomas Street the tyrant's work was done, 
But Young Emmet smiled as he drew his last breath 

For he knew the fight for freedom would be won. 

THE ROSE OF ARANMORE 
l i Y thoughts today, though I'm far away, dwell on Tirconnaill's 
1 X 1 shore, 
The salt sea air and the colleens fair of lovely green Gweedore. 
There's a flower there beyond compare that I'll treasure ever more, 
That grand colleen in her gown of green, she's the Rose of Aran-

more. 

I've travelled far 'neath the Northern Star since I first said good-
bye, 

And seen many maids in the golden glades beneath a tropic sky, 
But there's a vision in my memory that I always wil l adore— 
That grand colleen in her gown of green, The Rose of Aranmore. 

But soon I will return again to the scenes I loved so well, 
Where many an Irish lad and lass their tales of love do tell; 
The silvery dunes and blue lagoons along the Rosses shore, 
And that grand colleen in her gown of green, the Rose of Aran-

more. 

THE MURDER OF THE 
MACMAHONS (1922) 

Q H , Father dear, I oft times hear you speak of Erin's Isle, 
v With the sturdy men from Dublin to defend her all the while, 
But what about old Belfast where some awful sights were seen 
Because her men would not deny their flag of emerald green. 

I t happened in our country not very long ago, 
When the blood of gallant Irishmen down Dublin streets did flow, 
'Twas in Easter Week rebellion when the men did strike a blow— 
For the cause of Irish freedom they shattered the G.P.O. 

From Dublin up to Belfast in that good old Irish way 
Came orders for all Irish men to take part in the f r a y ; 
But a murder was committed, and we were driven to despair, 
For a band of Orange 'B' Specials had murdered Will ie Kerr. 

They took him from his humble home and from his young bride's 
side 

Inside a Crossley tender lay Halfpenny and McBride ; 
The three were taken to a field just at the break of day, 
Next morning when we found them their souls had passed away. 

Another of our Irish crimes which filled the world with scorn, 
Young Kevin Barry had to die on a still November morn. 
T w a s not long after Barry's death when the gong rang through 

the Gael, 
That the great Lord Mayor McSwiney had died in Brixton Gaol. 

But the worst of all the Irish crimes is one we won't forget, 
To go and shoot a family, that murder was well set. 
The murderers came at break of day, each one was armed with 

guns, 
To commit a wholesale slaughter of McMahon and his sons. 

The mother saw the murdering of her dear beloved ones, 
She cried: "Oh God have mcrcy on my husband and my sons." 
The murderers b?d the men come down, there was nothing for to 

dread, 
When suddenly some shots rang out—all five of them were dead. 

I think this ends my story that I have told to you, 
For the murders of McMahons there will come a day to rue, 
So all you Belfast Catholics don't revenge this crime with guns, 
Leave God to judge the murderers of McMahon and his sons. 

THE IRISH 
SOLDIER 

BOY 
AT a cottage bright one wintry 

night, 
As the snow lay on the ground, 
Stood a youthful Irish soldier boy/ 

To the mountains he was bound. 
His mother stood beside him saying 

"You'll win, my boy, don't fear" 
And with loving arms around fits 

waist, 
She tied his bandolier. 

"Goodbye, God bless you, mother 
dear, 

I hope your heart wOM paih, 
But pray to God you soon will see 

Your soldier boy again. 
And when I'm out in the firing line, 

It will be a source of joy 
To know that you're remembering 

still 
Your Irish soldier boy." 

Whan the fighting It was over 
And the flag of truce was raised; 

The leaders ordered fire to cease, 
Old Ireland stood amazed. 

His comrades came to the cottage 
door 

With a note from her pride and 
Joy, 

And an aching heart cried, "God be 
good 

To my Irish soldier boy." 

"Goodbye, God bless you, mother 
dear 

I'm dying a death so grand 
Trying to free my native land, 

From wounds received In action 
But I hope we'll meet In Heaven 

above, 
In the land beyond the sky., 

Where you'lf always be in company 
with 

Your Irish soldier boy." 

BEHIND THE 
THE MOON 

HILL 
I W A T C H E D last night the 

rising moon 
Upon a foreign strand, 

Ti l l memories came, like flowers 
of June, 

Of home and fatherland, 
I dreamt I was a child once 

more 
Beside the rippling rill, 

Where first I saw, in days of 
yore, 

The moon behind the hill. 

It brought me back the visions 
grand 

That p u r p l e d boyhood's 
dreams; 

Its youthful loves, its happy 
land, 

As bright as morning's beams. 
It brought me back my own 

sweet Nore, 
The castle and the mill, 

Until my eyes could see no 
more 

The moon behind the hill. 

It brought me back a mother's 
love 

Until, in accents wild 
I prayed her, from her home 

above, 
To guard her lonely child; 

It brought me one across the 
wave, 

To live in memory still— 
It brought me b?ck my Kath-

leen's grave— 
The moon behind the hill. 

SHE Nl GHADHRA 
A R maidin De Donaigh is dearach do brois-sa 

Go cathach am' aonar a deanamh mo smaointe 
Do dhearcas a'pleirecht go h-aerach am thimpal 
Eala ba sheimhe ba chraoine ba chaoine. 
Do phreabas do ritheas do dhruideas 'na coir, 
Do mheasas do cheapas nar mhisde dhom short. 
A blaiseadh go milis, in imeall a beoil 
Le taithneamh le gile, le finne no h-oige 
Le mais le glaine, le binneacht a glorthas. 

C U R F A : 
'Sa Site ni Ghadhra teanam ag ol, 
'Sa Sile ni Ghadhra teanam ag ol, 
D'olfainnse sgilling 'sba chuma ca bhfagainn e 
'Sdo raghainn ar bord luinge le Sile ni Ghadhra. 

So Sile ni Ghadhra da raghtha ag ol liam 
Bhearfainn guth garhar duit a's radharc bailti mera. 
D'iompoinn fhein m'aghaidh ort is tiubhrfainn duit poga 
Fan thuarim do theaghlach da bhagh'nn thu le posadh 
Do phreabas do ritheas . . . (mar ta sa gcead bhaearisa), 

MOUNT MASSEY 
• LONG to remember those bright days of yore, 
• Which sweetly with joy I beguiled. 
The friends who frequented my old cabin floor, 

And comrades I loved when a child 
How I longed for to roam, by Mount Massey's green groves 

Or poach by the light of the moon, 
That spot of my birth, there's no equal on earth-

Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

CHORUS: 
So friends come with me, and 'tis there you will see 

The apples and cherries In bloom. 
And 'tis you I'll invite, where I first saw the light— 

In Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

In the sweet summer time, when the season was fine, 
What fun would be there at the gate. 

The colleens would smile as they sat on the stile, 
While the sweethearts their love-tales relate. 

When dancing was over, we'd stroll through the park, 
Each lad with his lassie In bloom. 

That spot of my birth, there's no equal on earth-
Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

,, 'I 
So now I must roam, from my own Irish home, 

And cross o'er the wild raging sea, 
To leave friends behind both loving and kind, 

And the colleens who dearly loved me. 
Though fortune may smile, far away from our isle, 

I'll pray that the day will come soon, 
When I'll stray once again, by the lovely domain-

Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

THE WREN, THE WREN 
T H E wren, the wren, the king of all birds, 
' Saint Stephen's Day was caught In a furze. 

Although he Is little, his family's great: 
I pray you, good landlady, give us a treat. 
Sing hey! sing ho! Sing holly, sing holly! 
A drop just to drink, it would cure melancholy. 

CHORUS: 
Sing hey! sing ho! Sing holly, sing holly! 
A drop just to drink, It would cure melancholy. 

My box would break if it had but a tongue, 
Anlif two or three shillings would do It no wrong, 
So show us some pity in order that we 
May drink your good health for your kind charity. 
Sing hey! sing ho! Sing holly, sing holly! 
A drop just to drink, It would cure melancholy. 

And if you draw it of the best, 
I hope in heaven your soul It may rest, 
But if you draw It of the small, 
It won't agree with the wren-boys at all! 
Sing hey! sing ho! Sing holly, sing holly! 
A drop just to drink, It would oure melancholy. 

A MOTHER S LOVE A BLESSING 
A N Irish boy was leaving, leaving his native home, 

Crossing the broad Atlantic, alas, he had to roam, 
And as he was leaving his mother, while standing on the quay, 
She threw her arms around his waist and this to him did say ; 

A mother's love a blessing, no matter where you roam, 
Keep her while she's living, you'll miss her when she's gone, 
Love her as in childhood, though feeble, old and grey, 
For you'll never miss your mother's love till she's lying beneath 

the clay. 

And as the years go onwards, I'll settle down in life, 
And choose a nice young colleen and take her for my wife, 

, And as the babes grow older and climb around my knee, 
I'll teach them the very same lesson that my mother taught to me. 
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VOICES OF SURVIVORS 
ON FROM SWIFT 
"Short History of Anglo-Irish 

Literature", by Roger Mc-
Hugh and Maurice Harmon 
(Published by Wolfehound 
Press. Price £12.50). 

F O R want of better, the term 
• Anglo-Irish conveys the mix-
ture of two cultures, Gaelic and 
Anglo-Saxon, whioh has resulted in 
a remarkable body of work in the 
English language. 

This excellent history covers, not 
alone, practically every writer and 
major work of merit in English, but 
also, the older Gaelic culture, which 
has been, and still Is, an Important 
element In the imaginative re-
sources of the Irish writer. 

The joint authors first examine 
the civilisation and literature of 
medieval Ireland, which survived 
Norse and Danish invaders, but 
succumbed to the Anglo-Norman in-
vasion. By the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries very little litera-
ture of merit was being produced. 

As spoken Irish declined the 
people made songs In English to 
Irish airs. Ballads are an import-
ant strand in the intertwining of 
two cultures. 

The writings of Swift and Gold-
smith marked the beginning of a 
new literary tradition In English. 

The nineteenth oentury saw the 
growth of fiction about Ireland, 
aimed at the English reader, and 
the creation of that creature, who 
haunts us still, the Stage Irishman; 

• y 1840 the majority of Irish 
people spoke English, but knew 
little of their own history and tra-
ditions. Two forces In the second 
half of the oentury set out to 
remedy this. 

One was political and centred 
around the paper "The Nation", 
where writers Thomas Davis, 
James Fintan Lalor, and John Mit-
ehell followed their own diotum of 
—"Educate, that you may be free." 

The second influence was 
scholarship In the field of Irish 
History and Archaeology, which 
eelnclded with an awakening of 
Interest In Celtlo Studies on the 
Oontinent. 

Together with these movements, 
the land agitation, the home rule 
movement, all contributed to a 
growing sense of national identity, 
whloh led to a remarkable literary 
revival around the beginning of 
this century. 

Poetry, drama, and prose writing 
flourished. The Gaelic League was 
founded, the Abbey Theatre was 
born. The towering figures of 
Yeats, Synge, Joyce, became world 
renowned. O'Casey, George Moore, 
James Stephens, Padraig Colum, 
were but a few In a long list of 
writers of outstanding artistic 
merit. 

Following the Treaty, writers 
struggled with the frustrations of 
oensorship and the narrow outlook 
of the newborn state. Prose writers 
Sean O'Faoiain and Frank O'Con-
nor, poets Austin Clarke and Pat-
rlok Kavanagh refleot these frus-
trations in their work. 

The new generation of writers 
portray a more liberal Ireland, out-
ward looking, aware of post-war 
Europe. There are many talented 
Irish artists still adding to the 
language. Can It still be termed 
Anglo-Irish? 

The book has a special word for 
our oontemporary Northern poets. 
T o r n between revulsion and love 
for their own plaoe, the poems have 
a remarkable polgnanoy." 

This volume Is a very readable 
history and a good reforenoe book, 
equally useful for the student and 
general reader, and ehould help to 
promote an understanding of Ire-
land and her writers. 

NORAH DILLON 

"Curious Journey: An Oral 
History of Ireland's Un-
finished Revolution," by 
Kenneth Griffith & Timothy 
E. O'Grady. Published by 
Hutchison. Price £3.95. 
377 pp. 

T T E N N E T H G R I F F I T H is a 
p roven f r i e n d of I r e l and . 

In the i n t roduc t i on to t h i s in-
v a l u a b l e sou rce book h e te l l s us 
h o w he, a W e l s h m a n , g r a d u a l l y 
came to rea l i se the h ideous , can-
n iba l c h a r a c t e r of B r i t i s h Im-
per i a l i sm a f t e r look ing a t a w a r 
g r a v e in S o u t h A f r i c a . H a v i n g 
m a d e t h a t d i s cove ry it w a s only 
a m a t t e r of t i m e un t i l h i s m i n d 
a n d h e a r t b e c a m e e n g a g e d by 
t h e t r a g e d y of E n g l a n d ' s first 
a n d last co lony — I r e l a n d . A n d 
engaged by it he ha s become. 

He has m a d e no f e w e r t h a n 
t h r e e te lev is ion p r o g r a m m e s on 
I r e l a n d w h i c h h a v e b e e n sup-

p res sed by t h e au thor i t i e s . His 
d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e w a y in w h i c h 
t h i s h a s b e e n d o n e is a n ins ight 
i n t o t h e w a y in which n e w s is 
n e u t e r e d in th is coun t ry , no th -
ing so c r u d e as t e l l ing l ies is 
n e c e s s a r y ; if all tha t is not help-
f u l to t h e Es t ab l i shmen t is sup-
p re s sed a fa l se p ic tu re is con-
v e y e d j u s t as sure ly a n d f a r 
m o r e s a f e l y — discovery be ing 
so m u c h t h e m o r e difficult . 

* * * 

As K e n n e t h Griff i th fa i l ed to 
get a s h o w i n g for his d o c u m e n t -
a r y film on Michael Col l ins a n d 
t h u s f a i l e d to get ac ross his 
v i e w s o n t h e h is tory of t h e Eng-
l i sh p r e s e n c e in I r e l a n d in 
g e n e r a l a n d of t h e p r e s e n t 
t r a g i c i n s t a l m e n t t a k i n g p lace 
in t h e S i x Coun t i e s in p a r t i c u -
lar , h e a n d T i m o t h y E. O ' G r a d y 
dec ided t o a t t e m p t the b r e a k -
t h r o u g h b y m a k i n g a n o t h e r 
d o c u m e n t a r y called " C u r i o u s 
J o u r n e y " . 

"Cur ious Jou rney ' " w a s com-
piled f r o m conve r sa t i ons w i t h 
n i n e o c t o g e n a r i a n s u r v i v o r s 
f r o m Eas te r Week and t h e 
t roub les , some R e p u b l i c a n s a n d 
some F r e e S t a t e r s Need less to 
say it too r an into t r o u b l e w i t h 
t h e c o m m e n t s ieve. 

Those who h a v e seen t h e f i lm 
wil l r e m e m b e r it as a m o v i n g 
e n c o u n t e r w i t h n i n e peop le 
t h r o u g h w h o m h is to ry h a d 
flowed ; but i n e v i t a b l y in a n 
h o u r long d o c u m e n t a r y o n l y 
f o u r or five m i n u t e s of e a c h 
pe r son could be used. T h e b o o k 
gives us v i r t ua l l y t h e e n t i r e t e x t 
d iv ided in to pe r iods of t h e 
s t rugg le , in w h i c h each con t r i -
b u t o r r e l a t e s his expe r i ences . 

Michae l ange lo once said t h a t 
a s t a t u e w a s jus t a p iece of s t o n e 
w i t h e v e r y t h i n g u n n e c e s s a r y re -
moved . T h e v iv idness of t h e s e 
conve r sa t i ons says m u c h for t h e 
e l o q u e n c e of those i n t e r v i e w e d , 
it says m u c h a lso for t h e sensi-

DOMESTIC MINEFIELDS 
"David's Daughter, Tamar", by 

Margaret Barrington (Wolf-
hound, £7.50). 

r r iHE battle for women's equality 
has by no means been won, 

though giant strides have been 
made in the last decade. But it is 
still considered news if women 
achieve high positions in the pro-
fessions, politics or the arts. Doctor 
Johnson's old crack about a dog 
preaching, tired clich6 though it 
is, still has its adherents. Litera-
ture Is t he only intellectual field 
to which women, over a long period 
of time have inade an indispensable 
contribution. 

But how strong had to be their 
compulsion to write! I t had 
always to be "fitted in", and never 
be the dominant fact of the 
writer's life. Maria Edgworth 
wrote at the end of the dining 
room table surrounded by noisy 
brothers and sisters. J a n e Austen 
had to hide her notebooks. The 
Brontes hid behind the Androg-
znous device of initials, and Marian 
Evans disguised herself as George 
Elliot. And what about Margaret 
Barrington whose first book of 
short stories has just been pub-
lished months af ter her death at 
the age of eighty-six? ("David's 
Daughter, Tamar" (Wolfhound, 
£7.50). Those statistics themselves 
make a poignant theme for fiction. 

Born in 1896 she was one of 
those "new" women who fought so 
valiantly for t he freedom t h a t most 
women can enjoy now. Brave, un-
conventional, and by reliable re-
port, beautiful, she got herself a 
good education, and in a very 
emancipated way for the times, 
married, divorced and married 
again. 

Her husbands were themselves 
brilliant men — the historian Ed-
mund Curtis, and the world famous 
writer Liam O'Flaherty. I n spite 
of the fact t ha t famous writers do 
not necessarily encourage their 
wives to automatically produce 
their annual masterpiece, the 
young Margaret also wanted to be 
a writer. She wrote a few short 
stories and articles and in the 
early thirties published her one 
novel "My Cousin Justine". 
T I E R marriage to O'Flaherty 
' L broke up, and she came to 

London. She was politically active, 
helping Spanish and then German 
refugees f rom Fascist tyranny. 
Then, suddenly, she came back to 
Ireland, and seemed to have re-
tired into the obscurity of West 
Cork. Occasional short stories and 
articles appeared f rom he r pen, 
but not the volume t h a t he r early 
promise might have foretold. 

But during her last illness the 
stories tha t make up th is collec-

tion were found. They were prob-
ably writ ten in the way tha t 
women have always written — on 
the end of the kitchen table, or on 
the back of a seed catalogue, but 
they were without doubt writ ten 
compulsively. For two things a re 
surprising about this collection — 
first t h a t there are only three 
stories — and second, t ha t they 
came so late. For they have tha t 
feeling of inevitability tha t genuine 
ar t always ha s — they exist in a 
very Individual way and in a n un-
mistakable voice. 

I t is a n ironic and unsentimental 
voice, but without bejng overtly 
feminine, they relate Immediately 
to t h e experience of all women 
in relat ion to mothers, fa thers , 
children, lovers. Many of t hem are 
set in Ireland, "in the good old 
days, before we had heard of 
Freud and psychological escape, 
and sugar was one penny a 
pound," but they mostly have a 
universal appeal, and a European 
flavour. I n some ways she re-
minds me of Jean Rhys — they are 

of the same generation of women 
writers, who had to battle through 
the minefields of domesticity and 
discrimination to find emotional in-
dependence, no mat ter how much 
it cost in terms of social accept-
ance. But a woman who is first 
and foremost a writer is eventually 
the most independent of crea-
tures. 

Husbands and children, dear and 
necessary as they are to most 
women, do not encourage the com-
munication between the paper and 
the pen. But one day they loosen 
their grip, and the woman writer if 
she still retains her motivation, can 
live, like Margaret Barrington did, 
without encouragement, without 
recognition, with her writing, t ha t 
one ruthless activity t ha t seeks to 
dominate and shape life itself. I t 
is a mat ter of great fortune for 
people who love the art, tha t these 
stories have been published in 
honour of tha t indomitable life 
force. 

MARY CAMPBELL 

Why did they die? 
"DIARY OF A HUNGER 

STRIKER". 
The Round House, Chalk Farm. 
From Nov 12th for four weeks. 

ITj^ROM the Edinburgh Festival, 
t h e Hull Truck Theatre com-

pany has brought to the Round-
house, Chalk Farm, what it 
couldn't bring to Dublin — "The 
Diary of a Hunger Striker". By 
the Dublin playwright Peter Sheri-
dan — t h e action covers the period 
from the coming off the strike by 
one prisoner, in the false hope of a 
settlement, to the first death in a 
Northern prison of the leader of 
the hunger strikers, called in the 
play "Pa t O'Connor". 

I t is a claustrophobic and poig-
nan t experience for the audience. 
The sets a re spot lit in tu rn 
from the hospital bed to the excre-
ment-smeared cell, containing two 
filthy and s tark naked prisoners. 
With only their ragged blankets for 
cover, they look remarkably like 
old pictures of Irish woodkernes, 
when they were hunted through 
the bogs by the Elizabethan sold-
iery. T h e defiance is centuries old. 
The play is a documentary of pain-
ful realism . . . you can almost 
smell t he ordure and feel t he de-
privation of men reduced to living 
like animals. But they are not 
degraded by t h e filth. I r ish les-
sons are conducted from cell to 
cell; a game of chess is played with 
pellets of toilet paper, and above 
all, a constant debate is conducted. 

The subject of the debate is the 

problem of Anglo-Irish relations, in 
all its complexities, and the pro-
tagonists are the governor of the 
prison, the warders, a visiting Eng-
lish minister of humanitar-
ian tendency, and the hunger 
strikers themselves. The prisoners 
die, but their argued cause, the 
play makes manifestly plain, lives 
on strongly, and will eventually 
triumph. 

People, in spite of the facts and 
the events of the past year, have 
tended to claim "not to under-
stand" why the hunger strikers 
chose to die. This play makes us 
look again at the facts and grapple 
with their meaning. I t shows us, 
without any sentimentality some-
thing of what it is like to live in a 
bare filthy cell, to die in the ago-
nies of hunger, and above all, to 
be driven to these desperate mea-
sures by the intransigence and 
stupidity of the government in 
power. 

The Irish in London as well as 
the English should flock to the 
Roundhouse while this play is on 
—until the middle of December. 
I t is very toell directed by Pam 
Brighton, and an admirable cast 
Includes John Keegan and Charles 
Lawson as the prisoners, Walter 
McMonagle and Christopher White-
house the warders, Patrick 
Waldron as the governor, and 
James Wynn as the English Minis-
ter. There are hopes t ha t it may 
be seen in Dublin next Spring. 

MARY CAMPBELL 

t iv i ty of the i n t e r v i e w e r s and" 
t h e skill of t he ed i t i ng . 

* * * 

T h e people i n t e r v i e w e d w e r e 
a mot ley c rew. M a r i e C o m e r -
ford and G e n e r a l T o m B a r r y 
would p robab ly h a v e been re-
m a r k a b l e at a n y t ime . S o m e of 
t h e o thers a lmos t c e r t a i n l y 
w o u l d not. t h e y e v e n n u m b e r 
a m o n g them a m a n w h o spied 
f o r eve ryone and a m a n w h o be-
c a m e a prison g o v e r n o r . But 
t h e y were all enob led . all l i f t ed 
i n to an exa l t ed a t m o s p h e r e by 
t h e t imes they l ived in, a n d how 
e loquen t they could be. 

H e r e we have a f i rs t h a n d 
account of t he i n c i d e n t t h a t 
F r a n k O 'Connor used in his 
s t o ry Gues t s of a N a t i o n . 

T h e descr ip t ion of S e a n H a r -
l ing 's dea th and b u r i a l g ives us 
a n account of c o m r a d e s h i p in 
a r m s of r a r e po ignancy . 

This book would m a k e a use-
f u l p resen t fo r an Eng l i sh 
f r i e n d , so s imple and so luc id 
is i ts account of I r i s h h i s t o r y 
( and wr i t ing , r e m e m b e r , is l ike 
ice skat ing, w h e n it looks so 
easy you think you could do it 
yourse l f , be su re you a r e w a t c h -
ing r a r e exce l l ence) . It w o u l d 
b e even more a p p r e c i a t e d by a n 
I r i sh reader who, b r i n g i n g to it 
m o r e backg round k n o w l e d g e , 
w o u l d ca r rv m o r e a w a y . 

P.O'F. 

Songs of 
Mary O'Hara 

Mary O'Hara's "A Song for 
Ireland" (Michael Joseph, 
£9.95). 

r p H I S is a real joy to look at 
(with some 100 first-class 

colour photos of Irish people and 
scenery) and to read (with the 
words of 80 of Mary's favourite 
songs plus her comments on the 
songs and their background. v_ 

I had always had a sneaking 
feeling tha t Mary, despite her love 
of Irish, particularly Oaelic, songs 
and music, was only what you 
might call culturally Irish. But 
this book has banished t h a t reser-
vation. Though not a political per-
son, she shines through the pages 
as Irish heart and soul. I have 
no hesitation in recommending it 
as great value. 

P.B. 

WHAT THEY 
WANT 

A POSSIBLE constitutional 
amendment which would 

protect Irish neutrality, vital for 
independence, was draf ted by 
the famous constitutional law-
yer, Mr Kadar Asmal, as fol-
lows: 

"Wihout prejudice to the 
right of self-defence enshrined 
in Artlole SI of the Charter of 
the United Nations, the 8tate 
shall not enter into any military 
or defence alliance with any 
other 8tate or groups of States 
and shall pursue a policy of 
military neutrality in the oon-
duot of Its foreign relations, in 
pursuance of Its powers under 
Artlole 29-4-20 the Government 
shall not permit the territory of 
the 8tate to be utilised for any 
military purpose either In war-
time or peaoe-time by any other 
State or organisation or Its 
agents, save as may be directed 
by the 8eourlty Counoll of the 
United Nations". 
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'QUARE PLACE 9 

HARDNESS OF 
THE STONE 

"Returning" — .A collection of 
Talcs (Weidenjeld L- Nicolson, 
16.50). 

"Svme Irish Loving" — -A Selec-
:r n ! Penguin. L 1,5'j). 
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'Ir f t - are s tones .,: atmo--
} fit :v ai.il Kii i^isucn, out sonu -
lii t r e r e is no :t al develop-
i M « ! 't charactt •• or plot 
instead we are presented with a 
v.er:e< of bril l iant por t ra i ts and 
suggestions are m«.dc as to how 
ldc may unfold . B..t -,\e never 
seem to ret to urios • it.h its t rue 
>*ro th. 

Some of the characters are 
memorable . such as Sister 
Imelda, and Mabel in the story 
"Scvaces". It is perhaps in this 
«U>!\ that we mas : ;nd some 
clue to the elusiveness ol these 
tales. Here, when the plums 
uud apples a r e ripe. Mattel and 
her f r i ends a r e invited to pick 
and eat as much fruit as they 
like. Life seems to be iike a 
series of a u t u m n s — "the beau-

/ M i T Ni Dhuiblur, Dark Rosa-
leen, Kathleen Ni hUala-

cluiin — the Gaelic poets of 
other clays gave many names to 
Ireland when they yearned for 
times oj former glory and 
prayed for the arrival of the 
worthless Stuarts to help put 
their sundered world together 
again. 

They hud 'o r e s o n to such 
•ubterfuge. oj course, because 
a poet could get into a lot of 
trouble in those times if his 
verses were in any way uncom-
plimentary to the new rulers, to 
C lann Bhullai . . . In more re-
i nt times irishmen here in Bri-
tain have given more prosaic 
and iess complimentary nick-
names to the land of their birth. 

Mary Union's Land, for in-
stance — it figures in many a 
work-song — or. with overtones 
of irony. The Holy Land; or 
less complimentary still, The 
Quare Place. I was on a visit 
to the quare place recently, tra-
velling in the time-honoured 
way, by rail to Holyhead or 
Caer Gybi to give the Welsh 
version its proper place, and 
thence to Dun Laoire which not 
even a centenarian now, I sup-
pose, would call Kingstown. 

People who fly across to Ire-
land as a matter of course are 
always surprised that so many 
still use the rail and ship 
route and those of us who tra-
vel in the traditional way are 
often surprised to find the 
trains so packed at even the 
most unlikely times of the 
year ; there had been a blockade 
of the Dublin ports by Irish 
fishermen for a couple of days 
prior to my departure and so 
the Irish Mail was choc-a-block, 
so full that the first class com-
partments were made available 
to the large overspill of second 
class ticket holders. 

A sensible and even generous 
arrangement you might think, 
hut it's not easy to please 
everyone t in the first-class 
compartment where 1 was lucky 
enough to get a seat a lively 
discus fi'-r. uro^e as to whether 
there wat cr. obligation on the 
part of the Railway to make 
sue:i -eats uvai'ahle or not and 
I re-, ah •:' (.•' •te.er !rain journey 
of nearly thirty vers ago from 
Diss i > thi 'cur county of Nor-
folk to i '>>}>••( >i . . . that train, 
too was iwi end as we stood in 
the i orridor > ci(o'iing the rich 
Last Anglian countryside liv 
past a kgai-'. >oking gentleman 
was t xpoumi;r.i> his belief that 
the Railways sere duty bound 
to transport passengers only and 
not to provide them with seats ! 
What ever about that a chain-
smoking anorexic-looking Dub-
lin lady c.eclared that we were 
privileged indeed to be catered 
for so luxuriously (in fact the 
first-class compartment was far 
from luxurious, not a patch on 
ClE's w< ond-class) and she 
more or less proposed a vote of 
thanks to the only legitimate 
first-( lass person vresent*for not 
having exercised (as she saw it) 
his prerogative and demanded 
our removal! 

The recipient of her gratitude 
looked very embarrassed at all 

By 
DONALL MacAMHLAIGH 

this — us well he might, 1 dis-
lovtrtd lately when we had a 
chat. A Kilkennyman, he 
wouldn't dream of going first 
class but that some friend who 
had cancelled his trip at the last 
moment very generously gave 
him his return ticket! 

Next door, however, things 
were not quite so harmonious 
and a row developed between a 
presumably genuine first-classer 
and one oj the intruders ; first-
class the objector may have 
been by virtue of paying the 
extra for her ticket but she 
weren't no lady as the fellow 
said because before very long 
she called her opponent a 
"Fucking peasant!" 

The alleged peasant in reply 
wondered aloud if the lady with 
the foul mouth was in fact in 
possession of a first class ticket 
and the other woman assured 
her, vehemently, that she "fuck-
ing well was !" At this stage 
the train gathered speed and the 
noise of the wheels on the 
tracks mercifully obliterated the 
row next floor. „ . . 

yHE last few miles from Ban-
gor to Holyhead always 

seem to me to be the longest, 
no doubt because by then I have 
slept enough and am aware of 
the approaching destination; 
years ago you would see groups 
of excited young girls reaching 
for their bags as soon as the 
train crossed the Menai bridge, 
impatient to be off and on to 
the boat though, God love them, 
it would be another eighteen 
hours before some of them 
reached their homes in the far 
end of Mayo. 

Nowadays people lake travel-
ling as a matter of course and a 
lot of the young seasoned tra-
vellers curl up in sleeping bags, 
oblivious to all about them. In 
Holyhead you are always con-
scious oj the eagle eyes of the 
Branch men and 1 always won-
der on what kind of criteria 
they op rate; I didn't merit a 
Hcond glance but my compan-
.o/i 'he Kilkennyman with the 
free first-class ticket was hauled 
to one side and questioned. It 
is always heartening to hear so 
much Welsh spoken at Caer 
Gybi; perhaps the Welsh are 
the most truly bilingual people 
in these islands because their 
English seems perfect, in a way 
that even today few native Irish 
.speakers' English is perfect. 
And the Welsh have got a tele-
vision channel in their own 
language whereas in the Repub-
lic there is talk of cutt ing oack 
further, a suggestion, even, that 
Raidio na Gaeltachta may have 
tc go ! 

DUTY-FREE is the name of the 
game on the Irish Seas cros-

sing nowadays; no sooner are 
people aboard the St David or 
the Saint Columba or their 
B &• 1 equivalents than the 
queue forms for the duty-free 

bargains of drink, fags and 
tobacco; recession or no people 
have more money to spend than 
they did in the 1950's when a 
cup of tea on the old Princess 
Maud was their limit . . . there 
is a greed, an eagerness for bar-
gains, in human nature that is 
not very pleasant — look at the 
expression on women's faces 
during the January sales or 
listen to the conversations in 
the duty-free queue (yes 1 was 
there myself to be sure, why 
wouldn't I!) and you could only 
conclude that we're far too pre-
occupied • with some of the 
wrong things. 

Late arrival in Dun Laoire 
means lost connections in Sean 
Heus tons ta t ion but there was the 
compensation of a stroll around 
Dublin for a couple of hours; 
there may be a few corners of 
Dublin to rank with other 
European cities still in the mat-
ter of visual appeal but there 
can't be too many . . . Dublin 
is an ugly city now thanks to 
the developers and the get-rich-
quick-boys and what's the use 
of denying it ? 

All this ugliness was wrought 
under native rule and it can't 
be what men like Mellows, 
Collins, Brugha and so many 
more gave their lives for. But 
would it be an awful lot better 
had they lived ? When you're 
in the grip of something as big 
as international capitalism it's 
hard to create much of beauty. 

What worried me even more 
than Dublin's ugliness was the 
sight of the Gardai Siochana 
lounging against the historic 
walls of the GPO, hands in poc-
kets, thumbs in belts, truculence 
(unless I do them an injustice) 
emanating from them, like a 
bad smell. No look of alertness, 
no pleasantness, no sign how-
ever small that their job might 
not be TOO bad a job at all; a 
little later I saw yet another 
Garda approach from O'Con-
nell's Bridge directum with his 
right hand firmly embedded in 
his pocket. 1 don't suggest that 
the Gardai should n-semble an 
army — the trouble is that in 
some respects they DO .' — but 
who can have confidence in a 
uniformed policeman lounging 
against the wall o; c; city centre 
building ? 

And would it be too fanciful 
to suggest that much of what is 
wrong with the country today 
(the Quare Place ij you like) is 
reflected in the attitude and ap-
pearance of its police force ? 
The British bobbies as is well 
recognised now are not the 
"wonderful people" they were 
long credited with being but at 
least they don't look as arro-
gantly indifferent as many of the 
Gardai Siochana who by and 
large, 1 believe, are still a very 
decent body of men. 

yOU can't go to Mary Horca's 
and not speak of the price 

of the pint, especially now that 

it's a pound give or take a few 
pence either way ; but as bad as 
it is what you quickly find is 
that it's the Irish on a visit 
home who complain most and 
not those at home who are 
stuck with it! 

"Let you not be talking 
about high prices now when 
you go home," I heard one 
man say on the boat to 
another. "They'll only think 
we're a right shower of pau-
pers !" 
And mindful of that advice — 

though it wasn't of course 
meant for me — I tried to do as 
little complaining cu. possible 
this time. What is noticeable 
in Ireland these days is that 
those who are still supporting 
Arthur G, go out for their drink 
a lot later at night now and 
some publicans find that there 
is little point in opening till 
evening. 

It had to come, everyone tells 
you, everything got too good too 
soon; there were rumbles of a 
coining election even then in 
the air and I would think that 
whoever gets in will have the 
task of setting the country to 
rights again made that bit easier 
by the general acceptance of 
the public that the idle promises 
are a thing of the past and that 
it's hair-shirt and austerity time 
from now on. 

Was the Fianna Fail ad-
ministration wise to take off 
rates and road taxes when they 
did or how did they expect to 
make up for the revenue thus 
lost to the country ? i t would 
take a wise head to go any-
where near predicting what the 
outcome on November 24th will 
be but little time and all as I 
have for the Fianna Fail body 
politic I have even less faith in 
Fine Gael, neither may achieve 
anything spectacular in gavem~ 
ment but the latter will be jvr 
more ready to ditch our national 
and cultural aspirations and will 
certainly have less sympathy 
with the weaker sections oj the 
people. Garret may be Cl TilCQ 
guy but any man who would 
even consider putting a tax as 
he proposed on children's foot-
wear last year can hardly be 
said to know his economic pos-
terior from his economic elbow. 
The fate of the Independents, 
the Workers' Party, Sinn Fein 
and Labour will be very in-
teresting to watch but God 
knows the country could do 
without another election in so 
short a time. Perhaps now is 
the time to introduce legislation 
so that whatever party gams 
power should run a fixed term— 
the situation could hardly be 
made any worse no matter how 
things go. 

QN the Waterford train tr Kil-
kenny I heard a strong De-

f i e s accent come over the loud-
speaker to announce that 
"Coffee, tea and DRINK" could 
now be had at the bar and I 
thought to myself that we still 
have our own way of saying 
things in spite of the influence 
of the media. No way, a.s that 
horrid cliche goes, would you 
hear the likes on BR. . . . 

(Concluded next issue) 


