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Labour 
holds 

Coatbridge 
L T H O U G H expec ted t h e 
L a b o u r v i c t o r y in Coat-

b r i d g e and A i r d r i e is an impor t -
an t p o i n t e r to l o n g t e rm poli t i-
cal t r e n d s in B r i t a i n . 

Airdrie is a middle-class area 
where Tory voters abound. Coat-
bridge is not only working class 
but Irish. The political intelligence 
of Britain being located (apart 
from London and the Midlands) 
north of the Trent and west of the 
Severn, one would not expect Lan-
arkshire to be intensely exhilarated 
by the famous victory in the Falk-
land s. 

Indeed there will be cynical 
comment about Mrs Thatcher who 
is cackling like a hen that lost an 
egg and broke six others in finding 
it. 

Commentators are remarking on 
the polarisation of Britain into the 
Conservative south and the Labour 
north. I t is a polarisation more on 
class than on national lines, though 
that pllvs a part. The SNP did not 
do well. 

One excellent result is that the 
Social Democratic myth seems to 
have been exploded. If there were 
a general election they'd hardly get 
a seat. True it was a Liberal in 
Coatbridge, but they share lack of 
policy with the SDP. 

The Labour Par ty has undoubt-
edly improved its standing with the 
Irish community by its pledge to 
repeal the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act and its long term commitment 
to Irish unity. At the same time 
there remains a deal of right-wing 
shilly-shallying which requires (if 
we may mix the metaphors) an in-
jection of backbone. 

The geographical polarisation of 
Britain illustrates a point often 
made in the Irish Democrat. The 
unmentionable core of British poli-
tics is imperialism. 

In the stock-broker belts and the 
genteel shires where every owner of 
a villa-residence has shares some-
where in the former empire, they're 
shouting "up Thatcher" as they 
bank their dividends. People with 
less to lose are less enthusiastic. 

STUDENTS 
PREPARED 
FOR WAR 

IN its English paper 2, the Lon-
d o n Regional Examining 

Board reproduced three advertise-
ments and set six questions in 
which the student must comment 
after reading them carefully. 

One was issued by the navy. 
"Doing anything interesting after 
school?" The second was issued 
by the army. "More than Just a 
job." The third was from the air 
force. "The RAF gets you recog-
nised." 

The rulers of this country are 
hell-bent on world war, and it 
seems the educational authorities 
are coming up with the cannon 
iedder. 

PRIOR'S 
PACKAGE IS 
PUNK BUNK 
LEAVE IRELAND ALONE! 

j y ^ R. PRIOR'S proposals for " rolling devolution " in the six counties are a gross 
interference by the Tory Government in the internal affairs of Ireland. 
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No British Government has any right to legislate for any 
pari of Ireland, and the way to solve the Irish problem is to hand 
back the occupied territory to its rightful rulers. 

This is t h e s t and t h a t should 
he t a k e n b y e v e r y d e m o c r a t in 
Br i t a in . T h e r e can be n o such 
t h i n g as d e m o c r a c y i n s ix 
count ies . T h e s e p a r a t i o n of 
t h o s e coun t i e s is t he v e r y defini-
t ion of the den ia l of d e m o c r a c y . 

I t m a y be ob j ec t ed t h a t t h e r e 
a r e d e c e n t people in t h e s ix 
coun t i e s w h o wou ld l ike to h a v e 
a local a d m i n s t r a t i o n because 
of t h e r e m o t e n e s s of W h i t e h a l l . 

PROPOSALS 

T h e r e is n o r ea son to q u a r r e l 
w i t h t h o s e people . I r i sh 
p e o p l e l iv ing in I r e l a n d a r e en-
t i t l e d to m a k e a n y p roposa l s 
t h e y l ike f o r t h e r u n n i n g of t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

B u t d e m o c r a t s i n B r i t a i n 
shou ld t a k e n o no t ice of t h e m 
u n t i l t h e y can c la im to r ep re s -
e n t t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e I r i sh 
people . A n d t h e m a j o r i t y of 

t h e I r i s h people h a v e e l ec t ed 
M r C h a r l e s H a u g h e y as t h e i r 
s p o k e s m a n . Even if you t h i n k 
t h e y could have m a d e a b e t t e r 
cho ice , t h a t fac t r ema ins . 

DISASTROUS 

If M r H a u g h e y w e r e s u p p o r t -
i n g M r Pr io r ' s p l an it m i g h t b e 
p o s s i b l e to go a long w i t h i t , 
e v e n w i t h a h e a v y h e a r t . B u t 
w h a t does M r H a u g h e y say? H e 
says : 

"The Prior initiative wi l l 
be regarded by historians as 
one of the most disastrous 
things in Anglo-Irish rela-
tions. The plan is unique in 
drawing the opposition of 
every section in Ireland, Offi-
cial Unionist, SDLP, and the 
Irish Government." 

N o t o n l y has it a roused a n g e r 
in I r e l a n d , w h e r e M r H a u g h e y 
i n t e r v e n e d to ask t h e B r i t i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t to p o s t p o n e b r i n g -

ing it in to e f fec t , b u t i t h a s had 
a very s t o r m y p a s s a g e in the 
House of C o m m o n s w h e r e it 
has proved n e c e s s a r y to apply 
the gui l lot ine. 

A N N E X I N G 
Some T o r y o b j e c t o r s a re in 

f a v o u r of c o m p l e t e l y a n n e x i n g 
the six c o u n t i e s a n d t r y i n g to 
m a k e t h e m p a r t of E n g l a n d like 
Yorkshi re . 

Unfortunately Mr Michael Foot 
has given a display of pussy-
footing with the Prior Bill which 
illustrates once again why he has 
become the most unpopular opposi-
tion leader since the war. He 
should oppose Tory interference in 
Ireland root and branch. Instead 
he is constantly looking for half-
way houses. 

The majority of Labour suppor-
ters want out of Ireland. And 
here is an open secret. So does Mr 
Prior. He would like to be back 
in London running in the promo-
tion stakes. 

Leave Ireland alone. Get out 
and stay out. Then the Irish people 
can ensure t h e independence, 
neutrality and prosperity of their 
country. This is what democrats 
in Britain should be working for. 

IRISH 

Call at 

177 LAVENDER HILL 

BATTERSEA. SW11 

or Ring up 
01-228-1512 

End the terror act 
J 1 HE Connolly Association has 

given evidence to Lord Jel-
licoe's Commission investigating 
the working of the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act. 

It is explained that though 
thousands have been detained 
under its provisions, very few 
indeed have been convicted, and 
its effect is simply to enable the 
police to go on "fishing expedi-
tions" for their computers. 

It is understood that among 
other organisations which have 
drawn attention to the. evils of 

this act are the National Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties. 

The Connolly Association has 
circulated a declaration which 
it is inviting organisations to 
support. Copies can be obtained 
from 177 Lavender Hill, Batter-
sea, London, SWI1. 

The Association is calling a 
lobby of Parliament for Wed-
nesday, February 16th, 1983. All 
friends of Ireland should make 
a note of that date, but in the 
meantime keep the issue alive 
by passing resolutions and noti-
fying MPs. 

Wickedest 
man on 
earth 

A " EARLY a million citizens as-
sembled in New York to de-

mand world peace as the heads of 
state, among them many mass 
murderers, assembled for their 
hypocrisy session, and talked about 
the other fellow disarming. 

Many were mercilessly clubbed 
to the ground and 1.300 of them 
were arrested. 

Meanwhile President Reagan, 
in effect served notice tha t he 
would like to launch nuclear war 
against Russia at a time chosen by 
himself. 

Wherever that barbarous war-
monger has gone, he has talked 
butchery. He was met by 300,000 
in London and a similar number in 
Germany. 

This enemy of humanity dare not 
stir without a whole army of secu-
rity forces around him, and these 
were no more in evidence than in 
Berlin, which "the west" is sup-
posed to be protecting. 

He is imposing on the American 
people the same monetarist war-
economy that Mrs Thatcher is in 
Britain. It is good to know that 
the American people have no 
more desire for annihilation than 
the Irish, British or Germans. 

ATGWU meets 
Q I X county delegates to t h e 
* - ATGWU conference in D u n 
Laoire were warm in their support 
for the neutrality of the Republic. 

Colm Power, who was present, re-
ports that Moss Evans and Ron Todd 
were surprised and gratified at the 
strength of Irish CND, which is 
active all over the country. 

The northern delegates, who in-
cluded John Freeman, Andy Holmes 
and Sean Morrissey, were full of bit-
terness at the rundown of the six-
county economy. 

Conference was strongly critical of 
the Irish Labour Party and particu-
larly of the arch-coalitionist Mr. 
Barry Desmond. There was a strong 
feeling for an independent Labour 
Party. It was stated that t h e 
ATGWU had refused a request for 
funds. 

/ . 



i. THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 
July 1982 

IN SEARCH OF OLD FRIENDS 
PATRICK BOND TOURS IRELAND 

< ) • ill recent hwlia.; in In 
!o Stella and 1 set o 

>• many old friends panic..: 
1 ronnolly Assoc nit :•<!» menv- . * 

i mine home as pos- . 
A! we jus: hadn't time to see •.'.. 
v.- : hoped and m partieula: 
.. -."ill in the Six Counties, bu * 
u.'! co\ei JO counties and 1W. 
iviii: good time In Dublin 
v with o il' very old and i ..: 
i nds Caihal and Helga M • • 
L; .in hull! formerly in L-ondo: .. 
•..- i.uiy nines Cathal. a G 
V, . man. is a stalwart Of the 1:.-.. 
•S' . • re.gnty Movement and an O.-
a ,iii.ei for the ITGWU W.i.:--
vi, . •• we also saw Sean Redir. :. 
m in former General Secre tary •..': 
1 ; wile Susan, plus their son 
( » : 

V\e were also happy to :>..-
C.: ncal O Loingsigh. that §••!'.. 
K'::.Milan, and Daltun O Cr.-. I-

also m the leadership o: :.. 
Irish Sovereignty Mo\ement v. :'. 
th••:: wives Eibhhn and Derbh; • 

Ann McEneany. formerly M'.r.-
ute- Secretary ot South Loi.Vir. 
B: •itch, was just moving fiom • 
i! to another una I was ab'. ' 
z her a hand moving a tew : -
ot furniture. A grand. sir. • 

1. Ann comes from Inish'<-
wivro. even though it's in 
rUouaghan, the people insist th ' 
.I: • Dundalkers 

Colin Power, too we were lu< 
t j catch at his digs in Blackn> i 
A Waterford man. Colni went b 
t i -re from West London some r.r-
teeii years ago but unfortunately 
los' his job there and has lust been 
made redundant by the closure of 
another firm in Dublin He is do-
ing a terrific job m the leadership 
o! Irish C.N.D. 

Tom Redmond. Sean's, brother 
also active for many years in the 
Association in London and Man-
chester. we only got to meet for an 
hour on our way back He is very 
active in the Workers' Union of 
Ireland, and we had a very inter-
est ing chat on the latest political 
dei elopments. 

Mairin Costello, once a stalwart 
ot West London Branch and a 
great traditional singer, we found 
m Monkstown. Mairin is P R O 
fot the campaign for nursery edu-
cation, which is gaining increasing 
momentum all over !;eland, but 
especially in Dublin. She is also 
writing a book about her child-
hood in the Coombe - I look for-
ward to reading it 
I F.AVING Dublin, we visited 
' ' Newgrange - much improved 

since my previous visit some 
years ago. and definitely a place 
not to be missed—and carried on 
to near Carrickmacross to have 
lunch with Pat White, formerly 
Secretary ol South London Branch 
and Cahir O'Doherty They recent-
ly moved there from Belfast and are 
enjoying the quiet and cleanness 
Their labrador dog barks only at 
British soldiers and coalmen—the 
laf 'er with their black faces get-
ting associated with the behaviour 
of the former. 

After winding our way across the 
twisty roads of South Cavaa we 
drove down through Granard and 
Mostrim and Ballymahon to Ath-
lotie. where we had a grand wel-
come from Liam and Ann O Doh-
erty. Liam, formerly in South 
London C.A. went home some five 
years ago and has set up his own 
architect's practice. Its tough go-
ing at times but he's very deter-
mined and full of good humour. 
Their daughter Maire Aine, aged 
two, has more Irish than English 
She expects a baby brother or sis-
ter very soon. 

Travelling on next day to Boyle, 
we called into Grehan's pub and 
were lucky to see not only Mrs 
Grehan and Bernie, but Beraie's 
Qlder sister Frances, down from 

Dublin tor a leu days with her 
'v . . lovely children We reminisced 
about the great days of their con-
erts m England ill the davs when 

rivy lived in Manchester Frances 
>u:is sings and plays a good deal, 
but Bernu- is more into writing 
.v.iuas ana poetry and practising 
herbal medicine. She brought out 
•!n world disarmament petition for 
.s to sign, but we had already 

signed it m London 

I N' Sligo we were welcomed by 
' Jim and Breda MacDonald and 

their son Lorcan of 20 months, and 
had a great time. Breda runs a 
pie-school m the town, and Jim is 
Treasurer of his UCATT branch 
and delegate to the Trades Coun-
cil 

Next day was beautiful and we 
enjoyed a moiwng trip around 
Lough Gill and later along through 
Dromore. Easky and Enniscrone. 
with the Donegal mountains blue 
across the bay, and via Ballina to 
KUlala. with its huge Asahi chemi-
cal factory and Welcome to Kill-
ala' signs in Irish, English. French. 
German and Japanese. All the 
talk in the town was of the making 
last vear of the "Year of the 
French," a television production 
likely to be shown next winter on 
I TV. 

We stayed two nights with 
Cathal and Mary Quinn. plus their 
bonny daughters. Derhbla and Or-
la. Their house was once the Kill-
ala Stationmaster's residence and 
station offices. But in 1936 the line 

was closed Oui bedioom was the 
former ladies waiting room, with 
its own V . 'orian-style toilet 

Cathal we had not met before, 
but had corresponded with He's 
w-on a rake ol readers for the 
Democrat m North Mayo and I 
was delighted to meet several of 
them in the pub the first evening 
A lifelong republican and formerly 
a strong actnis t in Official Sinn 
Fein, he and others are now quite 
disillusioned with their recent 
switch of policy. Cathal is both a 
very widelv read and informed man 
and an exteremely hard-working 
farmer, rearing 30.000 pullets from 
chicks and running sheep, many oi 
them on 20 acres of former slob-
land tha t he has drained and keeps 
pumped out with two windmills 
We walked the land and marvelled 
at the work put into the drainage 
project. He also took us out to 
Kilcommin Strand. where the 
French landed in 1798. and to the 
wild Downpatrick Head. What a 
treat it was to get country butter 
with our meals—there are so few 
making it nowadays. 
r p E A R I N G ourselves away at last 
J - we travelled on through Bally-

castle and the desolate coast road 
through Glenamoy to Belmullet. 
Here the postmaster used once to 
stamp the outgoing letters 'Inde-
pendent Republic of Erris'. We 
were cordially welcomed by Michael 
and Nora Walsh at the Western 
Strands Hotel. Formerly well-
known and popular at their pub, 
the 'Warrior' in South London. 

IHAtuff 

WMMlil( 

t ^ r 

Michael and Nora suffered a tragic 
loss last year when their young 
son Joe was killed with two other 
local lads in a car accident, and 
were terribly stricken. But 
they're battling on and recently 
welcomed the Hams Football Club 
on a tour of Ireland, the team in-

MEMORIES OF GLASGOW 
\ CORRESPONDENT (page 3' 

* * asks about the history of the 
Connolly Association in Glasgow. 
The first branch outside London 
was in Birmingham. T h a t would 
be before the war. I remember dis-
cussing the subject of possible 
conscription with the Liverpool 
branch in 1941' But with Glasgow 
I am less certain. 

I remember speaking at a meet-
ing which was also addressed by 
Oliver Brown, but nobody ever at-
tended conferences from Glasgow, 
and perhaps one can say that 
there was a group of individuals 
who did the sort of work the C.A. 
did elsewhere. But I also remem-
ber going to Glasgow from London 
around 1942 or 1943 to look for or-
ders for the Irish Democrat (then 
Irish Freedorhu One bookshop. 
Messrs Collets'placed an order for 
3,000 and Pat Dooley. the editor, 
nearly tell off his chair when I 
told him. There was also Clyde 
Books, or its predecessor, and they 
sold the paper 'as well. 

The first regularly constituted 
r. 'asgow Branch was started in 
about 1955 or 1956 by Cathal Mac-
Liam who had been literary editor 
of the paper and moved from Lon-
don to the north. He used to sell 
about 150 copies round the pubs of 
the Gorbals before it was all 
knocked down. Among those who 
worked with him were William 
Dillon, and Charlie and Margaret 
Byrne 

* T that time the C.A. used to 
* * send groups of voluntary organ-
izers out from London. We had 
plenty of open air speakers, and 
these would organize street meet-
ings, giving up a week of then-
holidays to try and boost the work 
of the local secretaries. I t was 
during one of these weeks in Glas-
gow that we came near to selling 
2,500 copies. We used to cover the 
pubs of the Gorbals, Govan and 
Partick also the area around the 
Gallowgate and on a Saturday 
would cover the queues at Celtic 
P»rk where the tricolour new' high 

in the sky. 
It was at the Gallowgate that we 

came to grief. I think Cathal Mac-
Liam had left Glasgow again, but 
he came for the campaign. Apart 
from the Byrnes one of the local 
men was MacKendry from Bel-
fast. Justin Keating, then living in 
London, came also 

We used to hold meetings at 
Dunmore Street and fly the tri-
colour. Once at Govan we had 
scarcely put the flag up when the 
police pounced. Flying the tri-
colour would have aroused no in-
terest in England and we were 
very surprised, though of course 
we had been warned not to display 
it in certain areas 
rINHERE used to be a piece of 

* waste ground on the north 
'side ot the Gallowgate where a 
man used to free himself from a 
sack into which his mate had pad-
locked him and then take a col-
lection. One Saturday afternoon 
we chose this for an open air meet-
ing. put up the flag and Justin 
Keating. MacKendry and myself 
were arrested and taken to a bar-
racks near Glasgow Green. Mac-
Liam escaped. In the oarracks we 
could hear the phone constantly 
ringing. MacLiam had gone to 
Clyde Books and Peter Cregan and 
he organized a "phone in." 

Clearly they knew exactly who 
we were. Keat ing had just got 
married and had moved. He gave 
his new address. "What about 
Stanwick R o a d ? " asked the ser-
geant. A policeman asserted that I 
had assaulted him and pulled a 
button off his uniform "Which 
button?'' asked the sergeant. I 
had nothing to say'' but Keating 
made a "speech from the dock" 
which all had to be written down. 
I think this was shortly after the 
Arborfield raid of which General 
Gougli wrote to me "they seem to 
have a very vague notion of what 
an army needs." I was trying to 
get the old man to support an am-
ttesty - • •• • 
' As a resutt of the 1 Gullowgate 

contretemps we lost the evening s 
sales so we never regained the 
2,500 figure. 

In some of the week-long cam-
paigns we went as far as Dumbar-
ton and Greenock. But we al-
ways suffered from police harass-
ment and interference. I wrote 
to various officers but could get no-
where. In the end I rang - up the 
man designated to follow political 
activities in Glasgow. I forget his 
name. I think he would be a 
member of the Special Branch. He 
told me tha t instructions tha t the 
tricolour must not be exhibited in 
Glasgow had been issued by the 
"highest authority.' ' who was pre-
sumably the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 
TS7"E then swore that we would 

' * not hold another open air 
meeting in Glasgow until the ban 
was rescinded. This took several 
years. We selected Dunmore Street 
and offered to give any reasonable 
undertaking. Ultimately permis-
sion was given and Sean Redmond 
and I spoke there during a very 
hot summer, probably 1959. But al-
ready the Gorbals was knocked 
down and increasing motor traffic 
was making the open air meeting 
a thing of the past. Margaret and 
Charlie Byrne kept the flag flying 
for many more years yet. but when 
Charlie died and Margaret left 
there was a gap which has only 
been filled again in the last couple 
of years, when a number of young 
people have joined. 

There are a number of reasons 
why Glasgow despite its vast Irish 
population and strong Labour 
tradition has been a hard place to 
handle. Its complex political con-
ditions demand an unusual de-
gree of historical insight in any or-
ganizer. Unionist opposition to 
Irish freedom often disguises itself 
as Simon-pure socialism. You have 
the phenomenon of the Orange 
socialist. And while some of the 
local people have been to Dublin, 
most have been to Belfast, and- the 
surest way for a novice to gst-him-

(Cont. on Rag* thfM, Col. two) 

eluding many of their former pat-
rons at the Warrior. All those 
who remember the pain Michael 
suffered for years from his hip and 
back will be pleased to know he is 
now very much better following a n 
operation. 

We came back East to Bango«: 
Erris and southwards to Mulranf 
and Westport, then out the Louis-
burgh road to Murrisk, at the foot 
of the pilgrim's path up Croagh-
patrick, where our dear friend Car-
mel Campbell is living with het* 
daughter Edwina. The cottage 
backs onto Clew Bay and she c a a 
pick all the shellfish she wants al-
most at her back door. Carmel 
formerly worked like a t rojan to 
s tar t a small clothing business u» 
Swinford. and at one period em-
ployed about ten girls, but due t* 
bad luck and advice it crashed. S h ; 
has now started off on her own 
again, and recently made SO 
beautiful cloaks for the Swinford 
Boys' Band on their St. Patr ick 's 
Day parade. Anyone who wants a 
tweed costume, dress, waistcoat or 
t he like should call and see her 
Her materials and designs are fan-
tastic. The address is Glostv-
patrick. Murrisk. Co. Mayo. 
J T NFORTUNATELY the weather 

was cloudy and we couldn't 
raise the energy to attempt the 
climb up the Reek, but went on 
next morning via Louisburgh and 
Leenane to Oughterard—stopping 
to see Steve Joyce, formerly of 
Clapham—who gave us yet an-
other great welcome—and Galway 
where we stayed with Patrick and 
Florence Powell. Patrick, former-
ly Convenor at Chrysler's in Coven-
try, is now Secretary/Organiser of 
the ITGWU for Galway City and 
Connemara and works tremen-
dously hard at the job, especially 
as he is still holding down his for-
mer job of Secretary for East Gal 
way until a replacement can he re-
leased to take over. 

On the Monday night we went 
with Florence to see 'Accidental 
Death of an Anarchist' done by the 
Druids Lane Theatre Company at 
their tiny theatre. Sitting in the 
very front row, with our feet on the 
stage, we were constantly drawing 
them in for fear of a kick aa the 
characters rushed around in front 
of us. 

Next day we travelled down 
through Clare and Limerick t* 
Rath Lliirc (Charleville) to see 
Eamonn Connolly. A native - -o* 
Longford- where he and hU 
brothers once formed a rival foot 
ball team to the town one—JSamoaA 
spent some years in the. O.A.- in 
... (Coat, on Pag* Thre«„ Col. One) 
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CRISIS IN IRELAND. 1914 
S E V E N T Y years ago the 

••U:.--t.,r Ques t ion" w a s 
(xe rc i s in . ' the m i n d s of t he 
Br i t i sh cabinet .iust as it w e i g h s 
h e a v i l y on the t h o u g h t s of 
t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s today . 

A Home Rule Bill for Ireland 
had been introduced by the Liberal 
administration early in 1912 and 
this had passed through the House 
of Commons by the beginning of 
1S13. Despite the fact . tha t the 
Bill had the support of the majo-
rity in the Commons, even with-
©ut the substantial Irish vote, the 
Lords threw it out so tha t it could 
not come before the Commons 
again until their veto had expired 
in the summer oi 1914, 

In an effort to intimidate Parlia-
ment, the Ulster Unionists had 
purchased two ships in Hamburg 
to convey 30.000 rifles and assorted 
a rms to Larne for the use 
of the Ulster Volunteers, whose 
"Loyalist' ' leaders were threatening 
to "Kick the King and his Crown 
into the Boyne." A Provisional 
Government, with a "military 
wing" had been set up in Belfast 
to take over control of the pro-
vince on the day Home Rule be-
came law. Carson, the Unionist 
leader, declared "I am told tha t it 
t the Provisional Government) will 
be illegal. Of course it will. Drill-
ing is illegal . . . the Volunteers 
are illegal, and the government 
dare not interfere with them . . . 
Don't be afraid of illegalities." 

JTN this situation, the Liberal gov-
emment instructed the Com-

mander-in-Chief of the British 
Army in Ireland, Sir Arthur Paget, 
to take urgent measures to rein-
force the troops in Ulster to en-
sure tha t certain strong points and 
arsenals would not fall into the 
hands of the Ulster rebels. Upon 

OLD FRIENDS 
From Page Two 

Nott ingham and is now an electri-
cal contractor. Formerly a s taunch 
supporter of Joe Sherlock, he is 
now another person disillusioned 
With SFWP policy. "If Conor 

' Cruise O'Brien praises them" says 
Eamonn, "That 's enough for me." 

"I N Cork we visited, among other 
. ' old friends, George Kelleher, 

t h a t ebullient Corkman with an 
amazing head for dates and statis-
tics. George had a serious hear t 
a t tack last year but hopes to be 
back to work this month. He has 
writ ten a book on the armaments 
Industry in Ireland over the cen-
turies, for which he hopes to find 
a publisher. He was full of en-
quiries for all the London fr iends 
he remembers from his days on the 
buses and in South London C.A. 

On our way back to Dublin we 
called in to the Old Bridge, t ha t 
very special and separate par t of 
Clonmel, to visit Sean and Maura 
McGoldrick at their pub, the Emi-
gran t ' s Rest, that they have done 
u p from a half-ruin into a fine 
place for emigrants or anyone else 
to rest and have a pleasant drink. 

Now mother of four children and 
(Secretary of the Community Asso-
ciation, in England Maura played 
the young heroine in South London 
C.A.'s production of Pearse's play 
'The Singer' at Lambeth Town Hall 
In 1970, and looks as young and 
lovely as ever. 

Altogether we had a most en-
joyable holiday and were able to 
assure ourselves—if we needed it 
— tha t most of the former C.A. 
members we saw. along with many 
o the r s whom we missed seeing are 
•playing an outstanding part in pol-
itical and community life in Ireland. 
And all fel t their years in the As 
sociafcion had been a really worth-
while experience and wished suc-
cess to the work the Association is 
doing today 

by 
PATRICK BYRNE 
receiving this »rder at Army Head-
quarters at the Curragh, Co. Kil-
dare. Brigadier-General Gough. 
called a meeting of his staff to 
discuss the matter, and it was de-
cided by a majority of 57 to three 
to take no action. This, of course 
was mutiny, but no action was 
taken against Gough or any of his 
cronies. Indeed, many of them 
were to achieve high rank in the 
Army structure later. 

At this time, there were no IRAs 
on the scene, but following the 
example of the Ulster Volunteers, 
an Irish Volunteer army was 
raised to uphold Parliament and 
democracy, and there was some 
gun-running but not until the sum-
mer of 1914. 

The Home Rule Bill, the cause 
of all the commotion, provided for 
a Parliament in Dublin which 
would be invested with limited 
legislative local powers. I t s oppo-
nents called it "the Gas and Water 
Bill." 

I N August 1914 civil war in Ire-
A land seemed inevitable. The 
King called an all-party conference 
at Buckingham Palace, which came 
to nothing. Things had come to 
such a pass that, as Lord Longford 
tells us in "Peace by Ordeal," for 
the first time in history the leaders 
of the Government and the Opposi-
tion were not on speaking terms! 

Then, on August 3rd, the Kaiser's 
armies invaded Belgium, and on 

THANKS 
> j . -j, 

1 T p. up. up again. That 's the way 
expenses go. Only the rain 

comes down. And there seems little 
prospect of change. The Govern-
ment claims it has inflation by the 
throat, but we can't see much sign 
of it. 

So it's really a remarkable tr ibute 
to supporters of the Connolly Asso-
ciation tha t we have kept going so 
long. What we really need is much 
larger membership, and much 
larger circulation. While we try to 
get these things, our sincere thanks 
to: 

W. O'Mahoney £5. J. Dorring-
tosj 30p, R. Harmon £1, W. 
Cowan £1. O. Cahn £4, G. Ward 
£1. S. O'Neill 75p. J. Wylie £1, 
D. Giddens £6. P. Brooke £5. C. 
Moloney £1.80, P. Horgan £8.50, 
South London C.A. £57.50, UCATT 
iActon i £10, J. McDonald £36.65, 
S. Tobin £2, J.D. £50, M. Greene 
£6, M. Joyce 80p, G. Lysaght £3, 
B. Crowley £2.50, Mrs M. Mc-
Guire £4. I. I. Linehan £1, M. 
Granger £6, M. Gaster £3. J. 
Flood £5, W. Hardy £25, J. 
Roy £3, J. Boyd £5, UCATT 
(London Reg. Council) £25, P. M. 
Chambers, in memory of Bob 
Marley — "Rock Bottom" £5.53, 
supporters in South London 
£10.77, in Central London £5.64, 
in East London 66p, D. Weston 
£10. collection at social £15.68. 

TOTAL: £329.08. 

GLASGOW 
From Page Two 

self completely confused is to go to 
Belfast and listen to the war of 
words. At the same time the Glas-
gow people are interested, whereas 
the Brummies or the Cockneys in 
general couldn't care less. They 
don't object to the tricolour because 
they regard it as unimportant. 
Let's hope the present wave of in-
terest pressages a great renais-
sance. 

C.D.G. 

August 4th, 1914, the day the Home 
Rule Act was due to beiome law, 
Britain declared war on Germany. 
The Act was placed in cold storage 
until the war was over, and the 
threat of civil war in Ireland evap-
orated to such an extent that John 
Redmond, the Nationalist leader, 
felt able to assure Parliampnt that 
"The armed Nationalist Catholics 
in the south will be only too glad 
to join arms with the armed Pro-
testant Ulstermen" to fight against 
the common foe. 

The Irish Volunteers would keep 
their formations and serve under 
their own officers, wearing the 
Harp surmounted by the Crown as 
their cap badge. However, War 
Minister, Lord Kitchener (another 
Irishman) would have none of this 
although similar concessions had 
been given to the Ulster Volunteers, 
and whose standard bearing an em-
broidered Red Hand of Ulster had 
Kitchener's personal approval. 
Nevertheless, vast numbers of 
Irishmen from the North and the 
South joined the British army and 
were sent to the shambles across 
Europe and Asia to die in their 
thousands in the mud of Flanders 
and the blood stained waters of 
Suvla Bay. It is interesting today 
to read the speeches of the leaders 
of the British parties when the 
Home Rule Bill was before Parlia-
ment before the holocaust that 
began in August 1914. 

The Liberal Prime Minister, 
Asquith, said: 

"You can no more .split Ireland into 
parts than you can split England 
or Scotland. You have an essen-
tial unity of race and temperament. 
The more Irishmen are encouraged 
and empowered in the great work 
of governing: their own country, the 

m. .ii cunviiK'td ,im I ili.it dif 
ifiences will disappear in 'he eoni-
inonsense ni fundamental a n d 
overpowering unity which I believe 
is the centre of Irish nationality " 
Winston Churchill, then a Liberal, 

declared: 
It would be a s-rcut disii.stM to 

Ireland if the Protestant population 
of the North stood aloof from the 
national Parliament. No man can 
measure in words the blessing that 
Ulstermen have in their power to 
bestow on their fellow-countrymen 

. if they would lead a United 
Ireland home. Whatever Ulster's 
right may be. she cannot stand in 
the way of the whole of the rest 
of Ireland, and impose a permanent, 
veto on the nation or obstruct for-
ever the reconciliation between 
British and Irish democracies." 
Lloyd George we^hed in with: 
"Through years of controversy Ire-
land has been treated as a whole, 
and there has never been a demand 
from any county, or from any party 
in Ireland, that Ulster should be 
treated separately. To exclude part 
of Ireland from the Home Rule 
Act would be a serious departure 
from precedent.'' 

Ramsay MacDonald, the Labour 
leader's contribution was: 

"Is Ulster to deny the rights of the 
rest of Ireland to self-government? 
We say emphatically not; Is Ulster 
going to deny the right of Ireland 
ever to speak and act and govern 
itself as a united nation? We say 
no, emphatically not!" 
The Home Rule ' Act was re-

cycled after the war as the "Ire-
land Act 1920.'" This provided for 
a Parliament i n ' Belfast and 
another in Dublin.' The Belfast 
Parliament at Stormont. which was 
opened by King George V in June 
1920, was given responsibility for 
the government of six of Ulster's 
nine counties, designated as North-
ern Ireland. How they honoured 
this trust is a mat ter of history, 
and fully justified James Con-
nolly's forecast in 1914 tha t Parti-
tion would inaugurfate in Ulster " a 
carniva,! of reaction.' ' The Act was 
considered irrelevant in the re-
mainder of the country, where fol-
lowing the Easter insurrection of 
1916, and the t r iumph of Sinn Fein 
in the all-Ireland general election 
of 1918, when 83% of the people 
voted Republican, an independent 
Parliament, known as Dail Eirsann, 
had been established in Dublin on 
January 19th, 1919. 

IRISH BOOK CENTRE 
T H E move to Battersea has caused some difficulty in 

reorganising the Irish Book Centre, though work is 
being actively pursued. In the meantime the following 
recommended titles are obtainable by post from 177 
Lavender Hill, London, S.W.11. Add 10% to cover 
postage. Telephone 228 - 1512. 
Uinseann MacEoin, "Survivors," £5.20. 
P. Somerville Large, "From Bantry Bay to Le i t r im ; " £ 4 . 5 0 . 

Ernie O'Malley, "On another man 's wound." £2.50. 
Ernie O'Mailey, "The Singing Flame." £2.50. 
R. M. Fox, "Jim Lark in ," £3.00. 
C. Desmond Greaves , "The Irish Crisis. £2.50. 
C. Desmond Greaves, "The Life and Times of J a m e s Connolly " 

£2.50. 

T. A. Jackson. " I re land Her Own." C2.50. 
Peadar O'Donnell, "Islanders," £1.80. 
Paddy Tunney, "The Stone Fiddle," £4.50. 
Patr ick Kavanagh. "By Night Unstar red ," £2.50. 
Patr ick Kavanagh. "Sacred Keeper," £4.00. 
Mairead Ni Ghrada . Progress in Irish." £1.20. 
Christian Brothers . "New Irish Grammar , ' £1.75. 
Donall McAmhlaigh, "Beor Bhaile," £2.50. 
Bartholomew. "Historical Map of Ireland," £1.00. 
Walter Macken, "Sunse t on the Window Panes ," 80p. 
Walter Macken, "Brown Lord of the Mountain ," 90p. 
Walter Macken. "Quench the Moon." £1.25. 
Mary Lavin, "Selected Stories," £2.75. 
Edna O'Brien, "Mother Ireland," £1.50. 
Thomas Flanagan, "The Year of the French," £5.00. 
James Plunket t , "The gems she wore," £1.50. 
T. Rvle Dwyer , "Eamon de Valera." £2.50. 
Ter ry Coleman. "Passage to America," 95p. 
Eleanor Knott , "Irish Classical Poetry." £1.15. 
Sean Cronin, "Freedom the Wolfe Tone Way," 70p. 
Richard Davis, " A r t h u r Griffith and non-violent Sinn Fein," £8. 
Ruper t Coughlan. "Napper Tandy," £7.00. 

COAL IN 
IRELAND 

' I ; E. 1: siorv of coal-nnn.r.. ,n 
•" -'and is iiy no means ,. r 

t : ' 'he I leisure ot the CasTlo-
comt r anthracite mine shortly be-
fore •:.( energy crisis' first hst the 
pu-' •••.!• m i!»7;(. 

! Ai li'n.i nunc in Cii Lcitnm 
com.jiv (1 to operate through v t 
t , ; ' ' • ' • -'d "1 cheap oil. thanks 
i t s ••>'• m fit'ding a local LSB 
P"> 1 • - station. The other coal:., ' ;s 
in Le.nster h..vr been working spi-r-
adN ally, their thin seams '0.1-u .'5m 
or vii making them difficult to 
\\(; k economically. 

Anuna coal occurs in two nihili-
ties. the best being 40 per 
cent ash i this is neanng exhaus-
tion' while ihe residual crow-coal 
at up to tiO per cent ash does not 
lend itsell to conventional combus-
tion techniques. It occurs, however, 
in 1.2m seams and is accessible 

The l.einster coal is of high 
qualify no per cent ash or less) 
and it occurs m association with 
dull' shale and fireclay, all of 

which contains some combustibles, 
though with very high ash content 
(50-iiO per centi. 

Some feasibility work lias been 
done on fluidised-bed combustion of 
Angna crow-coal by the National 
Institute of Higher Education in 
Limerick This technique involves 
puhcrismu the coal and ensuring 
its combustion while suspended aero-
dynamically in a forced draught ol 

by 
Roy Johnston 

air. The low quality ol the coal is 
compensated by the large surface 
area exposed for combustion. The 
air, of course, must be pro-heated. 
|}LANS are now afoot for con-

verting tlie A rifc.;i ia power-
station to make use of this tech-
nology, thus ensuring that mining 
in Arigna will continue for so«e 
decades more. 

The NIHE technologists iDr 
Bannard and Dr Pomerovi have 
turned their attention to the 
Leinster coalfields; is it possible to 
mine them as if t.hey were erow-
eoal? In other words, use a produc-
tive thick-seam mining technology 
and take out a run-ol'-tlie-mine' 
mix of anthracite, duff, shale, fire-
clay and whatever to make up a 
mean composition of 50 per cent 
ash ? This, if it could bo 'June, 
would make the Leinster coalfields 
economically viable for isayi elec-
tricity generation on the spot, 
where any attempt to mine one-
foot seams for pure anthracite 
would bo doomed to failure. 

Trials have been carried out on 
a pilot scale > lMWi in the Limerick 
pilof-plant; these suggest that the 
systems would work. If so. we can 
expect to be able to substitute for 
the import of some 40m tonnes of 
coal in coming decades with the 
aid of fluidised-bod technology. 

JOE WHELAN 
1 ) 

UN Laoire man Joe Whelan, 
the active and popular Secre-

tary of Nottingham Area, National 
Union of Mineworkors, regrettably 
suffered- a heart attack last month, 
but as we went to press was ex-
pected to be back at home conval-
escing. as the attack was caught 
m good time and was fortunately 
not too severe. A staunch sup-
porter for many years of the Con-
nolly Association and Irish Demo-
crat. the quality of the man 
was shown in tha t while lying in 
hospital he was organising a petv 
tion among the patients support ing 
the nurses' pay claim 

.loo's wife told us the phone 
hardly stopped ringing for days 
with enquiries from well-wishers. 
We are sure all Democrat readers 
will wish him a speedy and full 
recovery. A special message was 
sent from all those at tho Associa-
tion's Social on June 18th at its 
new promises. 
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ASSASSINATION! 
THE MYSTERY DEATH OF JIM FLYNN - T H E i v c f i i t R i i n n u i n - d o w n o l 

.'W-year old C r o s > m a g i e n 
• mm J i m F l y n n . who w a s a c t i v e 
in Cla im na h E i r e a n n m B r i t a i n 
, few y e a r s auo. has c a u s e d 

.•Mich in teres t in I n - h po l i t i ca l 
•ircles. 

The assassination was claimed 
„y the Irish National Liberation 
Army, who are said to have killed 
Airey Neave, in retaliation for the 
murder of their own founder Sea-
mus Costello, in 1977 The INLA 
statement alleged that Flynn had 
-.hut Costcllo on the orders of two 
men who, it claimed, are now 
prominent members of the Workers' 
Party, formerly Official Smn Fein, 
and went on to warn tha t they 
wo ' ' I d be held responsible for any 
furuier arts of violence against re-
publican socialists.'' 

On the night after the shooting 
statement purporting to come 

lyim the Official IRA was phoned 
to RTE saying that Flvnn had been 
killed "while on active service.'' 

Mr Seamus Collins, nat ional 
chairman of Clann na hEireann, 
delivered the graveside oration at 
Crossmaglen and described Mr 
[• lvnn as "a highly regarded mem-
ber of our organisation.1 ' 

Mr Flynn's funeral cortege hal-
ted as it passed the Gardiner Place 
headquarters of the Workers' 
Party on its journey from Dublin 
northwards. The coffin was draped 
with the tricolour and s tar ry 
plough Hags. The funeral was at-
tended by Mr Gerry Doherty, 
nuance director of the party, Mr 
E anion n Smullen. director of re-
s-arch, Mr Padraig Yeats and 
other well-known Officials. 

4 CCORDING to Mr Vincent 
- ' Browne, editor of Magill Maga-

zine. writing in the June issue: 

•The killing of Jim Flynn has 
removed from the leadership of 
the Official IRA one of its key 
operatives and one of its most 
charismatic figures. 

He was an organiser for Clann 
lia hEireann in Bristol in the 
early H)70s and even then was 
involved in the Official IRA. He 
was deported from there ill 197a 
under the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act and immediately joined 
the GHQ staff of the Officials. 
Some time afterwards he was 
made Director of Operations. 

"He was perhaps the most 
effective operator the Official IRA 
had known since the dismissal of 
Seainus Costello from the organ-
isation m 1(J74. Because ol this 
he won a great deal ot respect in 
the movement and considerable 
loyalty. 

Inevitably, given the role of 
ihe Official IRA since the mid-
seventies. he was involved pri-
marily in robberies and also in 
the "defence" of the movement 

tid in "disciplinary actions. 
He was widely believed to 

have been involved m the killing 
ot Seainus Costello in October 
1977. but that involvement would 
nut have stemmed from any ani-
mosity personally towards Cos-
tello it would have arisen 
solely because lie was under the 
orders of a senior member or the 
Official IRA. 

In tlir course of researching 
the ar , les on the Official IRA 
for t ' e April and May issues of 
Magill. we made frequent at-
tempts to contact Flynn to 
authenticate from him personally 
the information that had been 
received in this connection. In 
an interview in connection with 
the series 'lie President of Sinn 
Fein. Tomas MacGiolla. and the 
general secretary. Sean Garland, 
both denied on tape knowing 
anything about Flynn and stated 

they had never heard of him. 
Given Flynn's position in Clan 
na hEireann, this was surprising. 

Flynn's funeral was attended 
by several prominent members of 
f>*e Official IRA, including some 
jeople recently released from 
lail having served sentences on 
robbery charges.' ' 

Prominent members of the Wor-
kers Party in Dublin have claimed 
that Jim Flynn was killed following 
the articles in Mr Browne's maga-
zine which, it is claimed, suggested 
that Mr Flynn had been respon-
sible for the Costello murder. In 
other words, it is suggested tha t 
Mr Browne had "set up" or "fin-
gered" Mr Flynn. 

In a statement to the Irish news-
papers responding to these sug-
gestions. Mr Browne said that the 
allegations were wholly without 
foundation. Since Mr Flynn's mur-
der he and others had been 

| / 1 ANN A F A I L ' S fa i lu re to 
v.'in the D u b l i n West by-

elect ion and t h e dea th of 
F ianna Fai l T D J o h n n y Cal la-
nan of East G a l w a y . pu t s M r 
H a u g h e y ' s G o v e r n m e n t on an 
even s h a r p e r k n i f e - e d g e t h a n 
before . 

The Fianna Fail budget, which 
replaced the Coalition one that 
brought down the FitzGerald-
O'Leary administration, is not yet 
through the Dail. Yet already all 
sorts of deals are being done to 
secure the votes of the independ-
ents and Workers' Par ty TDs on 
the various stages of the Finance 
Bill. The structure of the budget 
has already been altered quite a 
lot, so that the deficit between 
revenue and spending will become 
even wider than planned. There 
is already much talk of an early 
general election, in the hope that 
it would give the country a govern-
ment with an overall majority 
which could take definite decisions. 

Fine Gael are said to be anxious 
for an election. They won Dublin 
West, an overwhelmingly working-
class constituency, against most 
people's expectations. In the March 
election Fine Gael polled the high-
est first preference vote in its his-
tory. They are confident they 
would increase this in an early 
general election and take a further 
giant step in making Fine Gael the 
largest party in the State. 

rpHE Workers' Party does not want 
an election, as they aim to 

consolidate the political gains they 
made in recent months. Labour 
is m such a divided state that 
a -r election could only lead to 
f j r t lu decline. Mr Haughey does 
not w a i t an election either. He 
had hoped that Dublin West would 
give him a secure majority, but 
events may force him to go to the 
country unwillingly during the next 
few months. 

The essence of the mat ter is that 
tiie Irish party-political system is 
not accommodating itself to the 
needs of the capitalist system in 
Ireland. Signs of strain are be-
coming acute and something will 
have to give. 

To run a capitalist economy ac-
cording to capitalist rules requires 
drastic financial measures in Ire-
land just now, but neither capital-
ist party is strong enough to be 

threatened by telephone callers 
claiming to speak for the Official 
IRA, he said. 

To contend that tho Magill 
articles, which included an analy-
sis of alleged links between the 
Official IRA and the Workers' 
Party, had anything to do with the 
killing was "inherently implaus-
ible", says Mr Browne. And his 
statement went on: 

"Everything that was written 
about J im Flynn in t ha t article 
was already well known to the 
INLA, the Official IRA, many 
members of the Workers' Party, 
as well as people on the fr inge 
of these organisations, and the 
Gardai. Therefore, the sugges-
tion tha t I was responsible for 
providing information which led 
to his killing is without founda-
tion." The statement continued: 

"That such comments should 
be made by senior members of 

able to take them. Fianna Fail 
cannot take them because of its 
dicey Dail position and its desire 
to keep its huge working-class vote. 
Fine Gael cannot take them be-
cause it can only get into office in 
alliance with Labour, which softens 
the full thrust of out-and-out capi-
talist policies. The result is tha t 
governments Sorrow the funds they 
need from foreign financiers which 
makes the long-term problem worse 
but which avoids the necessity of 
making politically painful deci-
sions in the present. 

I )ROTESTANT Irishmen need to 
* rediscover their true vocation 

and recover pride and self-confi-
dence in unity with their fellow 
Irishmen. 

In a ringing message to his 
fellow-Protestants, Dr Martm Man-
sergh. special adviser to Mr 
Haughey on Northern Affairs, punc-
tured some of the myths about 
Irish society and the Irish Consti-
tution which have been spread in 
recent years. 

"One of the biggest advances 
on the road to reconciliation 
would be achieved," he said, ' if 
it were more widely understood 
tha t the culture and ethos of the 
Irish State, and indeed of Irish 
nationalism, is neither hostile nor 
alien to Protestants. The contri-
butions to Irish culture created 
by the Protestant inhabitants of 
Ireland are on at least an equal 
footing with the more Gaelic or 
Catholic elements, despite the 
disparity of population. No Pro-
testant living in the South can 
feel that the contribution of his 
cultural tradition is ignored or 
unappreciated." 
And he quoted from an article in 

praise of the Irish Constitution 
written bv Garret Fitzgerald before 
he embarked on his so-called "con-
stitutional crusade" when head of 
the Coalition Government last 
year: "It is difficult to improve on 
Dr Fitzgerald's praise for the Con-
stitution when he said: tha t it was 
unique among European constitu-
tions in safeguarding individua 
liberty and human rights.' 
I )OLITICAL reconciliation within 
' Ireland can only be based on a 

f rank recognition of realities, Dr 
Mansergh said, on what has been 
right and wrong. "Great emphasis 
has been placed on what the 

the Workers' Party is not with-
out significance, however. In the 
first place, senior members of the 
party professed to be unaware of 
J im Flynn's existence when I 
interviewed them in connection 
with the article. Secondly, the 
comments now being made by 
senior Workers' Party members 
are almost identical to comments 
being made in the course of 
threats to me by anonymous 
callers to the Magill office. 

"A number of other people, 
some absolutely unconnected with 
the article, have also been thre-
atened by people purporting to 
speak for the Official IRA. 
Among those threatened have 
been fellow journalist Eoin O 
Murchu, who provided some 
background material on the 
ideological development of the 
Workers' Party, but who had no 

"IT is a perception of this which 
makes John Kelly of Fine Gael 

and George Colley of Fianna Fail 
speak out about the failure of the 
Irish par ty system. Logically 
people like this should be in the 
same party. It is politically ab-
surd t ha t a country at Ireland's 
stage of development should have 
its political scene dominated by two 
parties like Fianna Fail and Fine 
Gael, which have no significant 
economic policy differences between 
them. Fine Gael would probably 
have disappeared long ago if La-

Catholic tradition and on what the 
Irish Sta te ha s to do, and it has 
even been asserted that they are 
chiefly responsible for the partition 
of this island, a thesis which does 
not stand up to a moment's serious 
historical examination. "Irish Cath-
olicism has a remarkable, liberal, 
democratic political tradition, from 
the days of O'Connell, which can 
be matched by few continental 
countries. In its tolerance and 
scrupulously fair treatment of 
minorities, Ireland, since its inde-
pendence, can be proud of its 
record. 

"Speaking as a Protestant my-
self, I feel it is quite wrong to 
present the Protestant people of 
Ireland as if they somehow 
were the injured party. What-
ever about other countries there 
is little doubt that in Ireland and 
in the broad perspective of 
history, the Protestant tradition, 
in the past mainly the ascendancy 
part of it, more recently a 
broader section, has been respon-
sible for more injustices than it 
has received. The last-ditch resis-
tance in 1912-14 to self-determina-
tion for Ireland as a whole has 
retarded the devedopment of the 
nation, and led to the present 
appalling situation in Northern 
Ireland. " 
He pointed to Britain's funda-

mental responsibility for creating 
and for solving the problem. 

"The onus of reconciliation is 
not merely on those who want 
^conciliation, it is also on those 
who do not want it, and above 
all on the third party who 
created and from time to time ex-
acerbated the problem, and who 
historically has tended to give 
the weights of its support to one 
party," said Dr Mansergh. 

connection with the articles on 
the Official IRA. 

"Finally, a s ta tement made to 
The Sunday Tribune, purportedly 
on behalf of the INLA, asserted 
that armed action in the Repub-
lic was taken because recent reve-
lations about the continued exist-
ence of the Official IRA made it, 
the killing of J im Flynn, more 
publicly acceptable. 

"There is absolutely no rea-
son to believe t ha t the gunning 
down of anybody on the streets 
of Dublin is now more publicly 
acceptable than it was at any-
time. The suggestion tha t reve-
lations about one paramilitary 
organisation should make the 
operations of other paramilitary 
organisations more acceptable is 
surely fallacious. I t implies that 
the more the public knows about 
conspiracies to murder, intimid-
ate, brutalise, rob and infiltrate, 
the more tolerant it becomes of 
such activities. T h e opposite is 
surely the case." 

bour had not revived it over thirty 
years of Coalitions. But the logic 
of tha t revival is t h a t it should go 
on in the years ahead to become 
the largest conservative party and 
tha t Fianna Fail should divide into 
its component social elements. 

Fianna Fail is in principle the 
most divisible Irish party, for it is 
at once the principal working-class 
party, in that most manual wor-
kers and trade unionists vote for 
it, and it is also the principal party 
of Irish businessmen. If Labour 
had had an independent republi-
can and socialist policy to the left 
of Fianna Fail t h a t par ty would 
have divided long ago, as its 
middle-class supporters drifted to-
wards Fine Gael and its working-
class support swung to Labour. 

The economic pressures of the 
recession are pointing to a realign-
ment of the Irish political parties 
during the 1980s. Elections and 
election talk are t h e surface signs 
of these pressures. Another gene-
ral election before the year is out 
is quite on the cards, the way 
things are going. 

ABSENT 
WITH LEAVE 
~\ I R Frank Mullin of the Man-
- ^ Chester Branch of the IBRG 

comments on our report of the 
Leeds convention of the Federation 
of Irish Societies, t ha t the reason 
his organization was not represen-
ted was that though they applied 
for observers' credentials, they did 
not receive them. Our report had 
implicitly criticised them for not 
being there, and of course any 
such implication must be expunged 
f rom the record. We do not how-
ever think that there has been any-
thing mor than nn inadvertency 
or postal miscarriage. Once the 
formalities were over the Connolly 
Association observers were treated 
with the utmost courtesy. 

A well-attended function at 177 
Lavender Hill on June 18th 
served the dual function of a 
"housewarming" in the Connolly 
Association's new premises with 
Battersea Labour Party, and the 
celebration of the 70th birthday of 
Mr Patrick Byrne, one time joint 
secretary of the Republican Con-
gress and a Labour Councillor in 
Croydon. 

IS FIANNA FAIL FINISHED ? 

APPEAL TO PROTESTANTS 
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Sovereignty 
and Europe 

by 
John Boyd 

] \ [ R S T H A T C H E R has s ta ted 
without putt ing a tooth in 

it that there will be no compro-
mise over the sovereignty of 
British territory. This is in the 
South Atlantic. But she sings a 
completely different tune in 
Europe. 

The 200 miles exclusion zone 
round the Falklands is to stay. 
But in Brussels the eight-year-
old argument about fishing' 
rights is coming to a head with 
Britain set for a climb-down. 

The argument is being com-
plicated by the pending entry 
of Spain into the EEC. This 
country has the largest fishing 
fleet in western Europe. 

If there is no agreement over the 
CFP by the end of this year every 
fisherman in the EEC will be able 
to fish up to the beaches, including 
the estuary of the Thames. Out-
side the EEC, Britain would have 
had two-thirds of the present EEC 
zone. The current position looks 
like Britain accepting a 12-mile 
limit after retreating from its de-
mands of a 50-mile limit. There is 
quite a difference between 200 miles 
and 12 or no miles! 

/ tOUPLED with this is the com-
v-7 pletely hush hush debate over 

who should control the oil and gas 
fields under the North Sea. If 
sovereignty is given away to Brus-
sels over fish and territorial waters 
the argument goes on to say tha t 
the same principle holds for oil and 
gas. Already nationalised control 
over the North Sea fields is being 
dismantled by this government and 
handed to the oil companies. These 
trans-national monopolies do not 
want any restrictions on either 
their exploitation of the North Sea 
or over where they pipe and ship 
the gas and oil. They would wel-
come and gain f rom the whole of 
the North Sea being turned into 
an EEC common lake. 

The recent majori ty decisions to 
increase fa rm prices over the head 
of Britain is in effect only carry-
ing out the letter of the law in the 
Rome Treaty. The end of the 
gentlemen's agreement on vetoes, 
known as the Luxembourg compro-
mise, robs the weaker EEC mem-
bers of fur ther sovereign rights 
and places them deeper into a sub-
jugate position in the EEC. (This 
new era was predicted some 
months ago in the Irish Demo-
crat). 

The question of majority deci-
sion making in the Council of 
Ministers of the EEC will affect 
many important issues. In the first 
instance this will be the CFP and 
somewhere along the line will • be 
oil and gas. Any vestige of demo-
cratic control will be destroyed in 
the process. 

Already Britain has accepted di-
rect Commission control over steel 
production plant by plant. The 
practical outcome over the past 
year is tha t Britain's production 
has been cut the most, there has 
been little change to West Ger-
many's production and an increase 
in Italy's steel making. All done 
in the name of the Community. All 
done by laying steel workers off 
and setting up retraining pro-
grammes for a few with EEC 
money that we paid into the 
coffers. 

TVTO such community spirit exists 
over the community of poor 

nations in South America who 
could benefit f rom the sovereign 
right to exploit the known and, as 
yet, undiscovered resources in tha t 
part of the world. Instead Britain 
will attempt at great cost to keep 
an imperial control of the Falk-
lands and a large slice of the An-

FALKLANDS 
AFTERMATH 

L E T T E R S 

' T H E cynicism and duplicity of the 
Tory Government is almost be-

yond belief. Argentina was able to 
attack the British because she had 
been sold the latest equipment from 
Europe. The British were in effect 
getting; their own bullets back. 

Nor \ as one paper put it, "Nott 
uses 'Falklands-tested' tag to boost 
sales ot British arms abroad." Open-
ing the 4th British arms and equip-
ment exhibition at Aldershot he 
told foreign government officials: 
"Our casualties were remarkably 
low, even though our men were 
faced w i t h greatly superior 
numbers. This is a tr ibute not 
only to them but also to our equip-
ment." 

So then after he had boosted the 
Rapier ground-to-air missile system, 
Brazil made a bee-line for the 
Rapier stand, with other potential 
purchasers in the queue. Ml- Nott 
justified overseas sales on the 
grounds that they enabled Britain 
to have a larger arms industry than 
it needed for its own use. But the 
more likely reason was t ha t more 
money would be made. 

The BBC has broadcast allega-
tions tha t even when the Falklands 
war was on that Argentina was in-
vited to attend the military hard-
ware exhibition at Aldershot. 
T T is, of course, an international 
' obscenity tha t vasts sums of 

money should accrue to the mer-
chants of mass murder. And this 
subject is related to another . If 
Russia is stronger than the West 
and is seeking to invade it, why 
did they not do so when they had 
the chance and Britain was occu-
pied elsewhere? I s it possible that 
in a socialist society nobody makes 
any money out of arms? By the 
same token why did America back 
up Britain and jeopardise her posi-
tion in Latin America? Perhaps 
partly because she wanted to see 
her sophisticated weaponry in 
action, and thus boost her own 
sales. And perhaps the backing for 
Israel's barbarous war in the Leb-
anon has a similar motive, to see 
how her weapons make out in 
a conflict with Russian-supplied 
material. 

This raises a more serious issue. 
In 1936 the Germans and Italians 

tarctica as though it were an exten-
sion of the Isle of Wight. 

The government has shed many 
crocodile tears for public con-
sumption over the budget payments 
to the EEC. Britain has had to 
buy a thin and questionable Com-
munity support for i ts actions in 
the south Atlantic. T h e cost in-
cluded a high budget payment and 
higher farm prices. I t is the 
diminishing workforce in Britain 
tha t will have to find the money 
out of its own pockets. T h e gov-
ernment 's line t ha t it could not 
possibly pay the extra budget pay-
ments is in stark contrast to the 
cost of the military adventure on 
the other side of the world. So 
far this has cost around £2,000 
million and it is estimated that 
another £300 millions will be re-
quired each year to keep a British 
presence there. Tha t is £200,000 
per Islander. How much does a 
nurse get ? 

Par t IV of the Rome Treaty, in 
Articles 131 to 136, deals with the 
Association of overseas territories 
of the EEC. This includes the 
Falklands, British Antart ica a rd a 
host of others mostly in Africa. In 
other words the EEC as a growing 
superstate and new imperialist 
centre in the world will let Bri-
tain pay to retain these posses-
sions in order to exploit in every 
way possible all the nat ions in that 
part of the world. 

invaded Spain using as an excuse 
the internal situation in that coun-
try. Their real reason was to 
try out the newly-invented weapons 
they intended to use in the second 
world war. 

Are the Argentine and Lebanon 
wars a dress-rehearsal for world 
war three? Argentine is a practi-
cal try-out for an arctic task force. 
Lebanon is good practice for con-
quest of the oil states in the near 

• East. 
T i r E have a right to be suspi-

cious. In both Britain and the 
tJSA, war-propaganda has reached 
a new high level, just as the peace 
movement has reached a peak. 
Even the "New Scientist' is pub-
lishing articles on weapons for the 
third world war. When the Rus-
sians undertook t h a t they would not 
be the first to use a nuclear bomb, 
President Reagan significantly 
failed to respond. That is to say 
he intends to make a nuclear attack 
on the USSR and this is what he 
wants the European missile sites 
for. 

Viewed in the light of war-pre-
paration the Falklands adventure 
becomes the more sinister, though 
it is dangerous even outside this 
context. For one thing the Argen-

tines will try again. For another, 
Britain has put herself even more 
deeply in hock to Europe and the 
USA. diminishing her freedom of 
action still further. And worst of 
all an atmosphere of chauvinism 
and toleration of the idea of war 
has been generated. 
J7 IN ALLY, there has been the 

effect on Anglo-Irish relations. 
It is now being more widely recog-
nised in Ireland that Britain has 
no intention of letting the six 
counties go. but has merely been 
trying to talk the Republic into 
Nato. Unionists have seen the 
connection also. For example a 
UUUP member of Magherafelt Dis-
trict Council, Robert Overend, has 
claimed tha t if Mrs Thatcher had 
not moved against Argentina, 
Charles Haughey might some time 
in the future make a bid for the 
six counties. 

And the parallel is exact. In 1833 
Britain occupied Spanish-speaking 
islands ejected their inhabitants 
and installed her own. A couple of 
centuries earlier she had occupied 
Irish-speaking parts of a neigh-
bouring Ireland, shipped many of 
them off to the West Indies, and 
installed her own English-speakers. 
Enough said. 

WAVE OF CHAUVINISM 
r \ N E of the most remarkable 
^ features of the Falklands crisis 
— they didn't declare war because 
this would have prevented British 
based banks and finance houses 
from carrying on business as usual 
in Argentina—was the way it re-
stored the popularity of the most 
battered of post-war governments. 

Mr Michael McGahey, president 
of the Scottish miners, declared 
roundly tha t Mrs Thatcher had 
blood on her hands. Somehow we 
doubt if he'll be raised to a peer-
age. The Sunday Times columnist 

THIRSTS 
WILL BE 

QUENCHED 
S U N D A Y drinking in Six County 

pubs may be permitted by 
Britain's direct rule administration 
shortly. The RUC are said to be in 
favour of it, for it is difficult a t 
present to enforce the ban in many 
areas. 

Sunday drinking is now officially 
allowed only with meals in hotels 
and restaurants or in licensed 
drinking clubs, of which there are 
many especially in Belfast. Still 
the absence of ordinary pub drink-
ing is one of the contributors to the 
deadly dullness of the Northern 
Sunday, especially in Proestant 
areas where dances and sports fix-
tures are usually non-existent as 
well. 

The Orange Order, Paisley's 
DUP and the Official Unionist 
Party, are likely to be against any 
liberalising of the law. Funda-
mentalist religious groups have 
collected over 40,000 signatures to 
a petition opposing Sunday opening. 
It is extraordinary how hot and 
bothered such interests get about 
a relatively trivial matter of this 
kind, while they are full of bigotry 
and "all uncharitableness" in their 
atti tude to their Catholic neigh-
bours and fellow-citizens. And in 
the name of God and Christianity 
too! 

said that if he were the mother 
of one of the soldiers who were 
killed he would like to know who 
was responsible. The man at the 
bus-stop, while not grudging a 
penny, wonders why, if the govern-
ment had this huge contingency 
fund, nothing could be done about 
unemployment. Wasn't tha t a con-
tingency? 

These grumbles apart, the gen-
eral atmosphere here has been one 
of total approval. People said they 
were proud to be British. There 
was a fresh sense of national duty. 
Why was this? 

'I T would, of course, not do to 
* forget the orgies of the yellow 

press. An Australian millionaire 
urged young Englishmen to kill and 
get killed for the glory of his 
newspaper's circulation. Govern-
ment instructions were tha t the 
press must not say "dago", so they 
invented "Argies" instead. 

But this wave of jingoism would 
not have been raised if England 
were not a very sick society. The 
English people's national interests 
have been shamelessly sold out to 
the transnational monopolies. In-
dustry af ter industry has ^one 
under. The people have felt they 
were being trampled upon, and 
when they elected Labour govern-
ments, they have behaved as if they 
were Tories. 

The true English patriots are in 
the camp of Tony Benn. But he 
must be kept outside. Nothing good 
is ever said of him. 
r | , 0 look for a parallel it is neces-

sary to go to pre-war Germany, 
where the people who had been 
humiliated by the treaty of Ver-
sailles could be indoctrinated with 
the wild chauvinism of Nazism and 
come under the heel of their own 
worst enemies. 

This mood contributes something 
to the debate on the Prior package. 
The mood of "Troops out" has con-
siderably lessened among the 
general public. The idea of a deal 
with Dublin, the "Irish dimension" 
is less popular. The Tory and 
Unionist opposition is now "integ-
rationist." Only if Labour makes 
itself the champion of the national 
interests against the international 
monopolies will this mood change. 

1 YEAR Friends. 
Gil: No Oil1 No' I thought « 

nad managed to kill fur ever the 
loose Thatcher formulation, at leas' 
amongst the politically conscious 

She us not MAGGIE to me and 
thousands of enlightened workers 
Lea\c that for the Torv and Rigtr 
Wing Press. 

A marvellous article "Falkland 
follies" except for the matey use of 
this hateful woman's Christian 
naJiie. Some other organisations 
used to sm in this way. but 
not so many now 

JOAN HARMAN. 
Brixton. 

'The expression we used was 
tha t Galtieri had "done a Maggie 
Thatcher" when he invaded the 
Falklands to cover up his political 
bankruptcy This was micro-
scopic peccadillo, if any fault at 
all. for the use of the Chris t ian 
name in its nursery form, 
though it can be "matey" can 
also be derisive—Editor 1 

I T ' HAT a good issue of the 
' * "Democrat" this month. "On 

the ball " ,'us,t one small complaint 
—while it ..s good to point out t ha t 
the Labour MPs who support Ire-
land are the same ones that oppose 
Thatcher over the Falklands. there 
is not any mention of the two 
Plai<i Cymru MPs who have been 
equally staunch on both issues. 

Plaid Cymr 1 opposed the dis-
patch of the "task force" from the 
beginning. While 1 know the aver-
age English paper, even of the left, 
is Anglo-centric, I do expect a 
little nod in this direction in the 
"Democrat". 

BRIAN WILKINSON. 
Pontypridd. 

< We willingly give tha t nod 
Moreover we would like to see an 
independent Wales—EDITOR 1. 

"I \EAR Editor, 
-* How about telling some of 
your younger Scottish readers 
something about the history of the 
Connolly Association in Scotland? 

Is it true that at one time many 
years ago 2,000 copies of the Irish 
Democrat a month we/rfe ;sold in 
Scotland? 

I would like to point out tha t I 
find it a most informative paper. 
Wishing you every success. 

THOMAS FYFE. 
Glasgow. 

(The only Scottish branch of 
the CA was in Glasgow, though 
there were members in Paisley. 
Greenock, Edinburgh and Dun-
dee. The article requested appears 
0.1 page 2—EDITOR >. 

DEMOGRAMS 
WO R K E R S ' Party president 

Tomas McGiolla, speaking at 
the Wol fe Tone oommemorat lon at 
Bodenstown, urged a nuclear f r e e ' 
Europe and the continuance of 
I r ish neutral i ty. 

ft ft ft 
London government is accused 

of holding up Belfast l inkage 
w i th Klnsale gas supply unt i l Bel-
fast gas has been handed over to 
pr ivate enterprise. 

ft ft 
Donegal-man Tony Donaghy. end 

active member of the Connolly As-
sociation, played a leading par t at 
the N.U.R. Conference in calling 
for an effective strike to stop 
British Rail destroying the rail-
ways and the workers with them. 
He was intervied in the papers and 
on BBC World Service. 

T h e unity between Catholic and 
Protestant workers which was won 
In October 1932 Is to be oommem-
orated In Belfast this au tumn. A 
commit tee has been formed at the 
centre of whloh are the Belfast 
Trades Council and the A T G W U . 
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THE LOW-BACKED CAR a s o n g o f 

o f C u m a n n 

n a m B a n 

^ y H E N first I saw sweet Peggy, twas on a market day 
A low-backed car she drove, and sat upon a truss of hay ; 

Bui when the hay was blooming grass, and decked w i t h flowers of 
Spring, 

Ns (fewer was there that could compare wi tn the b looming gir l I 
sing. 

Whi le she sits in the low-backed car, 
The man at the turnp ike bar 
Never asked for a to l l 
But just rubbed his old poli 
And looked after the low-backed car. 

tn Battle 's w i l d commotion, the proud and mighty Mars, 
With hostile scythes, demands his t i thes of death in war-like cars. 
But Peggy, peaceful goddess, has darts in her bright eye 
That knock men down in the market town, as left and right 

they fly. 

While she sits in the low-backed car, 
Than battle more dangerous far 
For the doctor's art 
Cannot cure the heart 

• That is hit from t*hat low-backed car. 

Sweet Peggy, round her car, sir, has strings of ducks and geese 
But the score of hearts she slaughters by far outnumbers these ; 
While she among her poultry sits just like a turtle dove, 
Well worth the cage, I do engage, of the blooming god et love! 

While she sits in the low-backed car, 
The lovers come near and tar, 
And envy the chicken 
That Peggy is pickin' 
As she sits in the low-backed car. 

I'd rather own that car, sir, with Peggy by my side, 
Than a coach-and-four and gold galore and a lady lor my bride ; 
f w the lady would sit fornenst me, on a cushion made with taste 
While Peggy would sit beside me with my arm around her waist— 

While we drove in the low-backed car 
To be married by Father Maher, 
Oh, my heart would beat high, 
At her glance and her sigh 
Though it beat in a low-backed car. 

A SHAWL OF GALWAY GREY 
' ^ W A S short the night we parted, too quickly came the day 

When silent, broken-hearted, I went from you away ; 
The dawn was bright'ning o'er Glenrue, as stole the stars away, 
The last fond look I caught of you in your shawl of Galway grey. 

V 
Oh, F've seen the silks and laces, and we l l they look and show, 
Beneath the pretty faces of gentle girls I know ; 
But this—a secret I ' l l confide—I'd leave them all today 
Tc meet you on a green hillside in your shawl of Galway grey. 

The wel l is sparkling as of yore, the sky still grey and blue, 
The dog outside your father's door keeps watch and ward for you. 
And all this picture now I see, but ah ! so far away— 
Is brightened ~y your grace so free in your shawl of Galway grey. 

Let others love some prouder dame with frills and flowers bedecked 
Your power o'er me is still the same, its play remains unchecked. 
And all I wish for is Glenrue, my homeland far away, 
And life and love beside you in your shawl of Galway grey. 

She moved through the fair 
l U l Y young love said to me: "My mother won't mind 

And my father won't slight you for your lack of kind." 
Then she went away from me, and this she did say : 
"Oh, it will not be long, love, till our wedding day." 

She stepped away from me, and she moved through the fair 
vAnd quietly I watched her go here and go there, 
Then she went homeward with one star awake 
As the swan in the evening moves over the lake. 

The people were saying, no two e'er were wed 
But one had a sorrow that never was said. 
She went away from me with her goods and her gear 
And that was the last that I saw of my dear. 

Last night she came to me, my dead love came in; 
So softly she trod that her feet made no din ; 
She laid her hand on me and tbis the did say : 
"Oh, it wil l not be long, love, till our wedding day." 

(Air: The Men of the West) 

WHEN you honour In song and 
in story 

T h e fighters who shouldered a gun, 
And recked not that Death's blow 

should reach them, 
If so Ireland's freedom was won. 
Forget not the women of Ireland 
Who stood without terror or dread 
Beside those who battled so bravely 
Mid shellfire and deluge of lead. 

CHORUS: 

Then here's to the women of 
Ireland 

Who marched without fear in 
the van; 

Old Ireland Is proud of her 
daughters-

Hurrah for brave Cumann na 
mBan! 

Our tricolour flew on the breezes, 
Proclaiming o'er Dublin's old town 
That the men of the nation 

awakened, 
Would die ere twas ever hauled 

down, 
And Into our ranks came the 

heroines, 
Like the women of Limerick of old, 
Anid their smiles made the weakest 

a h e r o -
Write their fame, boys, in letters 

of gold. 

Though our fight in the old G.P.O. 
boys, 

Came to grief as Its flames touched 
the sky, 

We lit there a fire that will blaze 
boys, 

Till the power of the Saxon shall 
die. 

And we II cherish forever the story, 
While the pages of hlst'ry we scan, 
Of these valiant daughters of Erin 
Hurrah, boys, for Cumann na 

mBan! 

THE ROCKS 
OF BAWN 

COME all ye loyal heroes and 
listen unto me, 

Don't hire with any farmer till you 
know what your work will be; 

You rise up in the morning 
from clear daylight till dawn, 

And you never will be able to 
plough the Rocks of Bawn. 

My shoes they are worn and my 
stockings they are thin; 

My heart is always trembling 
for fear I might give in, 

My heart is always trembling now 
from clear daylight till dawn, 

And I never will be able to plough 
the Rocks of Bawn. 

My curse upon you, Sweeney boy, 
you have me nearly robbed; 

You're sitting by the fireside now, 
your feet upon the hob, 

You're sitting by the fireside now, 
from clear daylight till dawn, 

And you never will be able to 
plough the Rooks of Bawn. 

Rise up, gallant Sweeney, and get 
your horses hay, 

And give them a good feed of oats 
before they start away, 

Don t feed them on soft turnip 
sprigs that grow on yon green 
lawn, 

Or they never will be able to 
plough the Rocks of Bawn. 

I wish the Sergeant-Major would 
s»rid tor me In time, 

And place me In some regiment, 
all in my youth and prime, 

I'd fight for Ireland's glory, 
from clear daylight till dawn, 

Before I would return again te 
plough the Nocks of Bawn. 

The man from 
God-knows-where 

I N T O our townlan', on a night of snow, 
Rode a man from God-knows-where ; 

None of us bade him stay nor go, 
Nor deemed him friend, nor damned him foe, 
But we stabled his big roan mare : 
For in our townlan' we're a decent folk, 
And if he didn't speak, why none of us spoke, 
And we sat till the fire burned low. 

We're a civil sort in our wee place, 
So we made the circle wide 
Round Andy Lemon's cheerful blaze. 
And wished the man his length o'days, 
And a good end to his ride. 
He smiled in under his slouchy h a t -
Says he : "There's a bit of a joke in that, 

For we ride different ways." 
The whiles we smoked we watched him stare 
From his seat fornenst the glow. 
I nudged Joe Moore, "You wouldn't dare 
To ask him who he's for meeting there, 
And how far he has got to go." 
But Joe wouldn't dare, nor Wully Scott, 
And he took no drink, neither cold nor hot, 
This man from God-knows-where. 

It was closin' time an' late forbye, 
When us ones braved the air— 
I never saw worse (May I live or die) 
Than the sleet that night, an' I says, says I, 
"You'll find he's for stoppin' there." 
But at screek of day, through the gable pane, 
I watched him spur in the peltin' rain, 
An' I juked from his rovin' eye. 

Well, 'twas gettin' on past the heat o' the year 
When I rode to Newtown fair : 
I sold as I could (the dealers were n e a r -
Only three pounds eight for the Innish steer, 
An' nothin' at all for the mare !) 
I met McKee in the throng o' the street, 
Says he, 'The grass has grown under our feet 
Since they hanged young Warwick here." 

And he told me that Boney had promised help 
To a man in Dublin town. 
Says he : "If ye've laid the pike on the shelf, 
Ye'd better go hot-fut by yerself 
An' once more take it down." 
So by Comber road I trotted the gray 
And never cut corn until Killyleagh 
Stood plain on the rising groun'. 

For a wheen o' days we sat waitin' the word 
To rise and go at it like men. 
But no French ships sailed into Cloughey Bay, 
And we heard the black news on a harvest day 
That the cause was lost again ; 
And Joey and me, and Wully Scott, 
We agreed to ourselves we'd as lief as not 
Ha' been found in the thick o' the slain. 

An October day I'll remember, feth, 
By Downpatrick gaol I was bound to fare 
For When I came to the prison square 
The people were waitin' in hundreds there, 
An' you wouldn't hear stir nors breath ! 
For the sodgers were standing, grim an' tall, 
Round a scaffold built there fornenst the wall, 
An' a man stepped out for death ! 

I was brave an' near the end of the throng, 
Yet I knowed the face again. 
An' I knowed the set, an' I knowed the walk, 
An' the sound of his strange up-country talk, 
For he spoke out right an'plain. 
Then he bowed his head to the swinging rope, 
Whiles I said "Please God!" to his dying hope 
And "Amen" to his dying prayer, 
That the Wrong would cease and the Right prevail, 
For the man that they hanged at Downpatrick Gaol 
Was the Man From God-knows-where ! 

(This f a m o u s poem by F lo rence Wilson c o m m e m o r a t e s T h o m a s 
Russell , l eade r of t he Uni ted I r i shmen , h a n g e d in 1803. It is 
best reci ted in a N o r t h e r n accent .) 

BEIDH AONACH AMARACH 
C E I D H aonach amarach i gContae an Chlair (3) 

Ce'n mhaith dom e ! Ni bheidh me ann. 

CURFA 
A mhaithrin, an ligfidh tu chun aonaigh me ? (3) 
A mhuirnin o, na heiligh e. 

Nil tu a deich na a haon deag fos (3) 
Uuair a bheidh tu 'tri deag beidh tu mor! 

B'fhearr liom fein mo ghreasai brog (3) 
Na oifigeaoh a i r * faoi lasai air ! 

July 1982 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT 

TERRORISM 
NEW AREA OF 

RESEARCH 
"The Emergence of Modern Ire-

land, 1600-1900", by L. M. 
Cullen. Published by Bats-
ford Academic and Educa-
tional Ltd, London. 

THE two most exceptional events 
in Modern Ireland were the 

Great Famine and the 1798 Rebel-
lion. So concludes Dr L. M. Cul-
len in this volume, which is essen-
tially a cultural and social history 
of the period 1600 to 1900. 

While admitting t h a t Anglo-Irish 
relations remain the dominant 
theme in Irish History, he turns 
his attention to the changing struc-
tures of an unstable society that 
was moving rapidly from the 
medieval to the modern world. 

The book is in the form of a 
series of essays in which these 
social structures are studied in de-
tail e.g. Castle. Countryside and 
Social Change; T h e Landlord's 
World; Met in a Changing Society: 
Hospitality and Menu: Education 
and Cultural Change 

In 1700 a surprising 27 per cent 
of the population of Ireland were 
of Scottish and English origin. 
Settlers, or Planters, paid in land 
for service as soldiers, had become 
the Landowners. They in turn en-
couraged further English colonists, 
who were grouped around demesnes 
and landlord villages, and com-
prised smallholders, artisans and 
servants. Presbyterian immigrants 
f r om Scotland and other dissenters, 
escaping conditions at home, fol-
lowed. 
i r p H E tensions t ha t grew between 

these groups, especially the 
land-owning Anglican ascendency 
and the Presbyterians, as well as 
between the Landlords and the dis-
possessed Irish Catholics, culmina-
ted in' the rebellion of 1798, which 
Dr Cullen describes as a ferocious 
Civil War. Certainly, his detailed 
study of the violence in Wicklow 
and Wexford proves t h a t point. 

The ' failure of the Ascendency to 
control the country in '98 led to the 
Union, which was welcomed by the 
surviving Catholic Gentry, anxious 
t o get an oppressive Ascendency off 
the i r backs. The Union marked 
the beginning of a gradual decline 
in Protestant power. 

Professor Cullen gives the reader 
a picture of a complex society, 
where the relationship was not a 
simple one of Landlord and tenant 
I n between were middlemen, large 
tenants , who comprised a minor 
gentry and were sometimes native 
Irish, who in turn sublet to small 
tenants . With the decline of the 
middlemen, the smaller tenants lost 
out and the structure became one 
of Landlords, large farmers and 
landless men. 
fyiiHE conditions of these lower 
T s t r a t i of society deteriorated. 

While Ireland as a whole was rela-
tively prosperous, with a rapidly 
rising population, in the early 19th 
century, the diet of the landless 
poor, no longer able to graze a cow 
or feed a pig, went f r o m butter and 
porridge to total dependence on the 
po ta to , without ever halving had a 
tradition of cereal bread. When 
the potato failed there was nothing 
to replace it. 

The significance of the Great 
Famine, according to Dr Cullen. 
li&3 in the vulnerability of a society, 
where a temporary food shortage 
could become a major and ongoing 
disaster. 

The chapters on Diet and Hospi-
tali ty open up a whole new area of 
research, ' and reveal a richer and 
more complex pattern of diet than 
has. been generally assumed. 

Not all Landlords were bad land-
lord®. Progressive members of the 
class fiteove to raise farming stan-
dards and improve housing condt-

"Terrorism", by Charles Free-
man. £5.50. Publ ished by 
Batsford, London. 

I 'HIS book is one of a series on 
' world problems. Other titles 

include Apartheid, Man in Space, 
The Media Men, The Oil States. 
They are intended for students 

Unemployment 
or leisure ? 

"The Leisure Shock", Clive Jen-
kins and Barrie Sherman. 
Eyre Methuen paperback. 
'£4.50. 

Y \ r E have traditionally thought 
* * of leisure as what we do with 

the time and money which work 
allows us. As capitalism spirals 
away from labour intensive in-
dustry into the capital-intensive, 
high-technology age, with mass un-
employment the natural partner of 
recession, isn't it time we re-
thought the concept? 

That is the theme of "The Lei-
sure Shock" by the General Sec-
retary and the senior research 
officer of the Association of Scien-
fic, Technical and Managerial 
Staffs. 
I ^OR many their commentary of 
* the changing face of indus-

trial Britain will seem to be com-
monsense. But for many within 
the trades union movement the 
very idea t ha t actually working 
may be what you do when you are 
not enjoying leisure time will in-
deed come as something of a shock 

The book suggests that increased 
leisure time can give us the chance 
to re-assert the human values 
which have been swamped by our 
slavery to the demands of employ-
ers and the state. 

It contains a wealth of useful in-
formation f rom which important 
new policies for social change can 
be formed, and it is pleasing to 
note tha t many trades unions are 
now adopting the approach tha t 
the labour movement must con-
cern itself with both leisure facili-
ties and the needs of the long term-
unemployed. "The Leisure Shock ' 
looks back to traditional leisure ac-
tivities, and forward to the enor-
mous possibilities of the future. I t 
is the na tu ra l development of the 
labour movement's singular con-
cern for t he quality of life, with-
out losing sight of the need for 
work and cash and a tangible 
social wage. Worth getting for 
critical study within your union 
branch or local trades council. An 
unusual and positive contribution 
to a crucial debate. 

tions, establishing and remodelling 
villages. Yet the author claims 
that "the role of the landed class 
has often been written too large in 
Irish History because of the politi-
cal obsession with undoing the land 
system in the late 19th century.' ' 
I V R Cullen suggests there is a 

poverty of tradition in modern 
Ireland. One of his many examples 
of the readiness to abandon tradi-
tion, is the decline of the Irish 
language, which largely occurred 
since 1800. 

Unlike other European coun-
tries, such as France and Russia, 
where buildings, art, and cultural 
institutions of the old regimes are 
cherished, the Irish turned their 
bacta on tradition, seeking instead 
an almost mythical golden age of 
Saints and Scholars. History, he 
considers, has been deformed by an 
identity crisis and an eagerness to 
find one in the past. 

I would suggest to Dr Cullen that 
his examples highlight the diflter-
ence between homegrown tyranny, 
and that imposed franc outside. 

This is a very well researched 
book, thought provoking, contra 
ve ratal in some of its conclusions, 
but, well worth reading. 

NORAH DILLON 

below 6th form in English schools. 
The book covers a lot of ground 
for its seventy-two pages. 

According to Mr Freeman's defi-
nition Terrorism is the indiscrimin-
ate use of force against a commun-
ity which puts the whole commun-
ity in fear. He says rightly that 
the problem o f ' state violence 
against people is a much bigger 
one than the problem of terrorism 
by small groups of revolutionaries. 
His survey includes the terrors of 
the Nazis against the Jews and 
other opposition groups, and the ter-
ror of the South African government 
against those who dare oppose 
them. He does not neglect the 
terror bombing of the British in 
Germany and the Germans in Brit-
ain in the 2nd World War. the 
American atom bombing in Japan 
and the terror unleashed by the 
Americans in Vietnam 

The author then deals with liber-
ation struggles in which armed 
force is used e.g. the liberation of 
China, Cuba and some of the coun-
tries of Africa. 

Next comes his description of the 
activities of terrorist groups like 
the P.L.O.. the I ran terrorists in 
London, the Baader Meinhoff gang 
in West Germany and the Red Bri-
gades in Italy. An important 
point, however is his failure to re-
late the incidence of terrorist acts 

in countries of Western Europe to 
the increasing frustration of young 
people with no future prospects. As 
the future became bleaker and the 
prospect of jobs and mobility ot 
those at work declined the incid-
ence of terrorism increased, and a-
longside this more and more young 
people took to crime. But t h u s far 
the book is valuable. 

His treatment of the Irish ques-
tion if less satisfactory. So t h a t the 
reader will understand the current 
problems, the author provides a 
potted history rather in the style 
of the Readers Digest. He does not 
explore the terrorism of England in 
Ireland, by English soldiers in 1798. 
the police and army at evictions 
throughout the nineteenth century, 
the terrorising of Fenian prisoners 
in English gaols, the terrorising of 
Catholics in Belfast and Lisburn in 
1920 by Orange mobs led by what 
were called "occasional special 
constables." 

It seems hard to believe t h a t Mr 
Freeman is Head of History a t St. 
Cla res Hall. Oxford. Consider 
this statement for instance. 

"Catholic Ireland was ruled from 
Britain for many centuries, but the 
Irish never lost their desire to be a 
free nation." The intelligent stu-
dent for O' Levels might assume 
from this that either Britain ruled 
only the Catholic part of I re land if 

BACK TO BRIAN BORU 
"Lion Of Ireland", by Morgan 

Llywelyn. Futura paperback. 
£1.95. 

"I F you like historical romances 
' this is for you. And if you want 

the added bonus., of •» painless in-
troduction to the political and so-
cial structure of ancient Ireland, it 
is a must. 

Morgan Llywelyn. an American 
drew inspiration for her study of 
the legendary 'Brian Boru' from a 
wealth of Gaelic and Norse litera-
ture, but her portrait of the man 
who first unified Ireland is no dry 
academic text. 

It is certainly not for the squeam-
ish, starting as it does with the Vik-
ing massacre of Brian 's family, 
and ending fifty bloody years later 
with Brian felled by a Viking axe 
af ter the final decisive major vic-
tory of the united Ir ish forces, 
near Dublin. 
IRELAND, a thousand years ago. 

was a land of continuous dynas-
tic squabbles between neighbouring 
chieftains, with Viking invadei s 
adding a dimension of terror 
against which there seemed to be 
no defence. 

Brian, rejecting both the re-
ligious education he received with 
his priest brother Marcan, and the 
traditional military tactics adopted 
by his older brother Mahon. ap-
plied a revolutionary strategy to re-
establish Irish control of Irish land. 
He developed terror a s a political 
weapon, and led a band of 
guerillas in a remarkable series of 
victories against t he invaders. 

Brian's strength was his ability 
to learn quickly, adopt the tactics 

of the enemy, and convince fol-
lowers and waverers that his was 
a just cause. His story is told 
vividly and with an eye for domes-
tic detail which seems convincing._ 

When military victory is within 
sight he displays a statesmanship 
which allows magnanimity to win 
friends instead of laying waste all 
opposition with the sword, *, His 
dream was to build a golden age 
of Irish culture, incorporating alien 
influences which had already adap-
ted to the Irish way, in a united 
Ireland. 

1i « E book is riddled with the 
- bloodcurdling 'macho' ethic of 

any warlike society, which makes it 
difficult to stomach at times, yet 
overall it offers some explanation of 
why and how violence plays a part 
in the achievement of otherwise 
laudable goals. 

After Brian's death the feuds and 
petty kingship battles flared up 
again, weakening the bonds which 
might have resisted later invasions. 
Brian's cruel determination, tem-
pered as it was with a growing de-
sire to find a lasting peace and uni-
ty, provides a valuable insight in-
to our nationalist heritage. His 
achievement was no mean feat, if 
only in his contribution to our folk-
lore, and his spirit lives on in the 
continuing struggle for self-deter-
mination. 

"Lion of Ireland'' is not simply a 
thinly veiled allegory; though I 
found it 'over-written', it remains 
an engrossing study of the men and 
women who played so crucial a part 
in establishing the concept of a 
united nation ten centuries ago. 

MIKE JEMPSON 
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.s ich a p a n could be said to exwt 
or that there were no protectant i 
in Ireland at all. 

But two sentences later the stu-
dent discovers tha t there was * 
majority of Protestant settlers wl»» 
hud established in Ulster. 3a 
the student has to assume 
the Head of History is wrong in ths 
first sentence. He should have said 
"Britain ruled over the whole »( 
Irelaind—Protestant and Catholic. 

The second sentence in the para-
graph also presents problems—"Bv 
the early twentieth century many 
British politicians had accepted 
that Irish independence had ta 
come." In tha t case they could 
have sent a message to Pearse iwtd 
Connolly in the G.P.O. in 191« t » 
come to the Conference Table ta 
work out the details. If they t»9-
lieved in independence why did 
they flood Ireland with troops i«i 
1919 and use the Black and T'dWW 
to terrorise the people. 

But it does not suit the author -ta 
have Britain in any way blamed 
for subsequent events. "Tl»» 
trouble came from the nortt* 
eastern province of Ulster." CK 
course the province of Ulster also 
included Donegal which is north-
west So it is an internal Ir ish 
problem The English are blaute-
less. 

At last we come to the last sen-
tence in the first paragraph on 
Irish history and even that is in 
accurate. "They (the Protestants) 
wished to remain part of the Uni 
ted Kingdom and said they would 
fight to do so." No they wanted 
the whole of Ireland to remain ii» 
the U K The Unionists did iif>t 
support Partition but only suppw 
ted it as a temporary expedient t i 
frustrate Home Rule. 

In his subsequent reference 
the "Ablution" in Ireland, the author 
omits to mention there was ••»« < 
armed struggle between Britist*-
and Irish forces. This is how he 
puts it. 

"After many years of bitterness 
and dispute Ireland was par-
titioned." I t would surely tor* 
been important to mention that th» 
Treaty negotiations were car rW 
out under the threa t of "immediate 
and terrible war." A plain state-
ment tha t the settlement violated 
the principle of majority rule .as 
expressed in a British Election 
and was forced on the represen-ta 
tives at the point of the gun would 
go a long way to help young peopla 
understand why young men today 
resort to violence in the six cout> 
ties. 

Mr Freeman then goes on to give 
an account of the main eveuU 
from the civil r ights march ou to 
the present day. For accuracy thi.< 
would merit a mark of about si* 
out of 10. 

With the summing up the au-
thor again shows his inability t» 
grasp the problem. Here is hi* 
view. ( 

"A solution for Northern Irelaad 
has still not been found. The 
protestants refuse to give up what 
they consider their rights as a 
majority of the whole of Ireland 
which are being denied by the par-
tition of Ireland. 

Having described the highlight* 
of violence in such detail it is sw 
prising that his studies have n»t 
led him to question the wisdom ..<•• 

. morality of the British "solution," 
the partition of Ireland. Here U 
the only situation In the world-
where Britain is directly respoa 
sible, where terrorism is used and 
the author shies away from tho 
only sensible policy—the with 
drawal of support for the Unionist 
minority and immediate de-
claration to work for a United Ire-
land and the withdrawal of BriMjh 
forces and administration. 

Perhaps one should not btems-ao 
Englishman for being kind to .Eng-
land, but the Irish case could have 
been offered as an illustration -af 
the poMtlc^} origins -of' tan 

j • — 
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W R I T E R S ! 
J ) d c r m u l l i g a n ' s 

pccpshow 

AN Issue of the Dai ly Te legraph 
describes gueri l las In El Sal-

vador , rebels In Guatemala, and 
te r ro r i s ts in Nor thern I re land. The 
Gua rd ian now Informs us t ha t 
a rmed dissidents are act ive In Z im-
babwe. 

So lent- as the British Govem-
h .t ni guarantees til" unique 1111-
a .:n!!> of the Ulster Defence As-

' ««. union from proscription, so 
Av.ii will the sinews of terrorism— 
t;.«»t -s rirearms. finance and or-
V iHsation be available in the 
; i-yah.-: interest lor evil purposes 
.. Northern Ireland" Michael Cav-

; :.aj-"!i. law and order spokesman 
j; tiie Social Democratic and 
J . bc.ir Party. 

The Br i t ish Nat ional Oil Corpor-
a t i on has joined Br i t i sh Petroleum, 
Gulf Oil. Bt i rmah Oil and 35 o ther 
t c m p a n i e s the vast majori ty of 
t h e m fore ign who have taken a 
4lpke in Ir ish offshore explora-
t i on under the second licensing 
r ound Issued by the Irish Govern-
ment . To date u area blocks have 
Seen al located. The B .N.O .C. is the 
i n l y company to take the deep sea 
blocks on the Porcupine basin off 
flfte west coast. Following the des-
t r u c t i o n of major oil wells in I ran 
and I raq even a f ind of as l i t t le as 
3» m i l l i o n barrels is now a com-
merc ia l proposi t ion: F i nanc ia l 
T imes. 

! :Kf many other people, deep 
t . « n inside I am a sentimental im-
perialist. I thought tha t as our 
passion lor painting the globe red 
J.ad long since passed into history, 
a,;v desire to control the destiny of 
v 'her nations had best wither 
;.way. It now appears that Cana-
na. the second largest country in 
the world is still tied to mother 
Ing land . " T. Marlow MP, Conser-

v a t i v e member for Northampton 
I. r.-rth. 

Sir, there exists w i t h i n our es-
t ab l i shmen t a persuasive minority 
which aspires to the hauling down 
i f the Union Jack In territories 
t v e r the water and is prepared to 
to lerate the consequent subjection 
st loyal majorities to alien laws 
and customs." Lord Monson—Daily 
Te legraph . 

A member of a Loyalist gun 
f a n g who helped to murder a 
harmless old woman was gaoled 
dor life by a Belfast court yester-
day."—GUARDIAN. 

"Former Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs John Stonehouse who 
was sentenced to seven years Im-
prisonment on 15 charges of fraud 
and thett has now been accepted 
as a member of the new Social 
Democratic Party."—THE T I M E S . 

A recent meeting of the British 
Troops Out group was attacked by 
flag waving racialists. Extensive 
damage was done to a community 
tentre. Members of the National 
Front were later identified and ar-
rested. and one was charged with 
assaulting the police. Then all 
charges were suddenly dropped 
(presumably on the assumption tha t 
if racialists attack those who 
might have cause to criticise 
government then that is only to be 
expected. The Manchester Branch 
<>f the Labour Committee on Ire-
land have been informed by the 
landlord of the pub where they 
meet tha t he has been told by the 
police tha t he is asking for trouble 
f rom racialists by allowing such 
meetings. Such tactics of encour-
aging extremists is obviously a 
trade off from Northern Ireland, 
but the police are playing with fire 
if they close their eyes to the ac-
tions of racialists. 

WRITERS," said the man 
with the pint of Old 

Hooky, "are a pain in the arse." 
It was a fairly broad statement, 
to be sure, but I didn't contra-
dict him. For if I did he might 
have got the noti.tr tha t I was 
claiming a certain amount in 
the way of status for myself, 
that I had an axe of me own to 
grind as the fellow said. . . . 

"I suppose some of tht m are." 
I agreed, taking a pull at my 
own pint of Devonshire Bitter— 
one of the best ales 1 have ever 
had the good fortune to sample. 
There is an e m b a r r a s s m e n t of 
choices at these CAMRA 
affairs — these periodical beer-
festivals they hold to let people 
know what they're missing 
where only the booze-factory 
fizz of the bigger breweries, 
Courage and Watney and the 
rest of their ilk, can be had . . 
I'd much rather lia\c talked 
about beer and the wonders 
that the Campaign for Real Ale 
had accomplished but the quare 
fella wanted to talk about 
writers. 

"You SUPPOSE that they 
are ?" said he. "You know 
hloddy well that they are !" 
UE had a point, I suppose—to 

risk a poor pun. Some of 
the most gifted writers must 
surely have been a pain 
in the arse; I suppose 
the mediocre chaps have a 
measure of shame in them at 
their mediocrity that keeps 
them from getting too full of 
themselves. I can well imag-
ine . . . But, yes, now some of 
the big boys must surely be a 
pain in the rear. How about 
the late Brendan Behan and a 
few of his cronies , Patrick 
Kavanagh and Myles na gCapail-
lin to name only three (all, alas, 
deceased but as vivid as ever in 
the minds of those who knew 
and endured them.) Behan was 
a particularly difficult customer, 
it seems, when he wasn't being 

BY 
DONALL MacAMHLAIGH 

charming and generous and Ka-
vanagh had a real Irish talent 
for harbouring a dislike. Myles 
must have been a waspish so r t 
of a gent and Anthony Cronin, 
whose book I had been trying 
quietly to r e a d — t h e same book 
that drew the quare fella on me 
—knew them all and m a n y 
o t h e r luminaries of the Dublin 
Literary world very well and 
he put them acioss as a collec-
tion of individuals that would 
tax the soul of an angel . . . so 
how could I argue with my man, 
even had I felt disposed to ? 

"Inflated bloody egos—that's 
their trouble, so it is." 

"The writers ?" 
"Who else ? There isn't an 

ounce of humility a m o n g them 
—and not much shame, 
either !" 

My mind reached out for an 
old Irish saying, Bionn grast ins 
an ait a mbionn naire (There's 
grace where there's shame) and 
I nodded. 

"They wouldn't get any 
medals for it — the most of 
them." Yet there are modest 
and humble writers, too, in no 
short supp:y. " Thornton Wilder 
who wrote the "Bridge of San 
Luis Rey" and other works of 
lasting value w a s s o shy that 
he took to the hills to avoid the 
plaudits and publicity which fol-
lowed the publication of his 
books. . . . I ventured to sug-
gest this to my man but he 
wasn't having any. 

"An exception, of course — 
there's exceptions to every-
thing." 

"They prove the rule," I 
agreed meekly. 

"Exactly," said he. He took 

an appreciative sip a t his Old 
Hooky and I did the same with 
my Devonshire Bitter. 

"And they're over-paid," said 
my man. "Look at the way 
some of them live, Richard Con-
don and P. J. Donleavy and a 
few more—always 'flying in' 
and 'flying out' of big cities, 
visiting strange and exotic 
places, getting to know all 
about rare wines and rich food 
—look at Brian Moore from 
bloody Belfast and the things he 
writes about, the hoitie-toities 
with their six-course meals and 
their high living." 

JT was a s o r e point — this pre-
sumption on the part of 

the successful novelists he men-
tioned, 1 could see — but I 
ventured to murmur that for 
every one of those there must 
be a thousand pretty good prac-
titioners of the writing craft 
who were getting enough to do 
to pay their way, keep a roof 
over their heads and a bit of 
grub on the table. 

"And sure isn't that as much 
as the best of us can do ?" he 
asked and I had to agree that 
it w a s — b u t I couldn't quit? 
the connection. Was he saying 
that a tip top writer like Rich-
ard Condon couldn't live as high 
as he liked and that an equally 
prominent musician or singer or 
whatever, could ? 

"I'm not saying anything at 
all about them others, I never 
brought them into it at all. 
Stick to the writing fraternity," 
he advised, "because it's they 
who are the pain in the arse, 
not your musicians and sin-
gers." I could have differed 
with him very substantially 
there if I had been in the mood 

IRELAND CONDEMNS ISRAELI WAR 
I N its brutal assault on the Leb-
^ anon, Israel has killed more 
people than there were Israelis 
killed in all the wars since 
Israel's foundation in 1948. This 
savage operation, ironically mis-
called 'Peace in Galilee," was 
backed to the hilt by the United 
States. "Some of our side suffered 
casualties, too," said President 
Reagan in the first days of the in-
vasion. "I mean the Israeli side," 
he corrected himself hastily, realis-
ing his blunder. 

Ireland was the country which 
sponsored the United Nations Se-
curity Council resolution, adopted 
by 15 votes to zero, calling for the 
complete and unconditional with-
drawal of Israeli forces back to the 
internationally recognised boun-
daries. This is the latest example 
of the activist progressive diplo-
macy being followed by Mr 
Haughey's Government, whose high 
point to date was our disassocia-
tion from EEC sanctions against 
Argentina over the Falkland/Mal-
tfinas Islands. 

"We vigorously condemn the 
Israeli invasion," Mr Haughey 
told the Dail. "Like the bombard-
ment which preceded it, it has 
caused very great loss of human 

life and const i tutes a flagrant 
violation of international law and 
of the most basic humanitarian 
principles. I re land calls for 
recognition of the right of all 
States in the area, including 
Israel, to a secure and peaceful 
existence and recognition of the 
right of the Palest inian people to 
full self-determination. Ireland 
recognises the role of the PLO 
in representing the Palestinian 
people in negotiations for a 
comprehensive sett lement in the 

Middle East," the Taoiseach said. 
Pine Gael a t the same time h a s 

condemned Israel's invasion as 
"monstrous and criminal''. The 
Labour Par ty said the Israeli 
aim seemed to be to turn Lebanon 
into a vassal state cleared of Pales-
t inians and owing allegiance only to 
Tel Aviv, while Mr de Rossa of the 
Workers' Par ty urged the Govern-
ment to press the USA to end its 
support for Israel, currently esti-
mated to be around six million 
dollars a day. 

RESULTS OF SUMMER DRAW 
The c.A. Draw made 18th June, 

1982. FIRST PfiIZE—£120, No. 
06968, P. Clarke, London SE9 (J. 
McBridei; SECOND PRIZE—£40, 
No 08292, M. J. Morgan, London 
E13, (Winner); £5 PRIZES: No. 
07349, Justin McGrath, Ashby de la 
Zouch (J. McGrath); No. 08714 
John O'Neill, London E8 (S. 
O'Neill); No. 01600 J. H. Fountain, 
Northolt, Middlesex (H. Cassidy); 
NO. 10833 W. Griffin, London El 
(P. Walsh) «1 PRIZES: No. 
09693 John O'Neill, London E6 (8. 
O 'Neill); No. 05292 J. Leith, Har-

row, Middlesex <R. Hewitt); No. 
03776 M. Firth, Sheffield (L. Form-
by); No. 09487 Thomas O'Donohoe, 
London W13 (P. O'Donohoe); No. 
08451 G. Mulholland, Inverness (R. 
Mulholland); No. 05889 S. F. Hug-
gutt, London E8 (Winner); No. 
08587 Leo Harris, Northampton (P. 
Mulligan); No. 05481 J. Horan, 
London SW11 (J Horan); No. 
10947 John White, Bromley, Kent, 
(M. White); No. 10233 John Roy, 
London SW4 (Winner). 

The Association's Executive 
Committee sincerely thanks all 
sellers and purchasers of tickets. 

for a discussion which I wasn't 
—not with a man of such 
selective views and dislikes 
anyway. 

"So ?" I waited and drank the 
last of the Devonshire brew. At 
least I'd have an excuse to get 
away for awhile, they were 
three deep at the counter with 
their 50p deposit glass mugs at 
the ready while the staff darted 
to and fro, drawing the various 
excellent beers from the barrels 
. . . how did the unfortunate 
drinking public allow itself to 
get weaned off the real thing 
at all and become used to the 
pop-fizz that passes for beer 
nowadays ? Capitalism is sup-
posed to be about competition 
and giving the customer what 
he wants (or so they tell us) 
but the reverse has been hap-
pening, the choice grows less 
and less and 1 firmly believe 
that if all the big brewers could 
amalgamate they'd have us 
drinking plain water and charg-
ing us well for the privilege, 
too. . . . 

Did you alter your drink ?" 
the quare fella asked me when 
I got back and I told him that 
1 had — a pint of Shepard 
Neames which was almost as 
good as the Devonshire. 

"Yes," he approved, "that's 
what 1 do too. There's eight 
brews here tonight and I'll 
sample each of them in turn— 
and maybe some of them 
twice." 

"You'll be nicely, so, in the 
heel of the night," I ventured 
with some admiration. 

"Yes to be sure, isn't that the. 
idea?" 

"I won't stay long myself," 1 
demurred, "just a couple more." 
"That itself," said my man, "is 
something. I was longing for 
someone to talk to. These beer 
festivals, you see, they're great 
in their own way—where else 
would you get such a variety of 
good stuff—but now, the people 
you get at them, well they 
aren't very friendly, in fact they 
have only one topic of conver-
sation and you know what that 
it ?" 

"Beer ?" I hazarded and he 
nodded in satisfaction. 

"You have it! In fact they're 
a bit like the gang we were talk-
ing about just now — the 
writers." 

"A pain in the arse ?" I said 
helplessly and he nodded again. 

"But no offence, now — I'm 
not hitting at the likes of you, 
sure I know you do a bit of oul 
writing, just for the fun of it 
like. But YOU'RE not a pain 
in the arse, so you're not." 

"Thank you kindly," I 
croaked and supped my beer. 

"Naw, I'm on about the other 
sort, the REAL writers . . . " 

I took a good swig at my beer 
this time and surveyed the eight 
barrels on the dais. It was going 
to be that sort of a night, 1 
could, see; might as well sample 
the iot. 
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