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NOW'S THE TIME 
A stick to 

beat the Irish 
JT^OLLOWING the last IRA explo-

sion in London Deputy Assist-
ant Commissioner P. Nievens, who 
is Director of Information at Scot-
land Yard called a press conference. 
The controllers of the Fleet Street 
papers and the news agencies sent 
their junior reporters. The security 
forces always give free press hand-
outs so that each editor knows what 
emphasis to place on the informa-
tion being disseminated. 

They were informed that all leave 
had been cancelled and the police 
in all major cities would search 
premises suspected of harbouring 
terrorists. Between 40,000 and 
90,000 would be "checked". In the 
London area 30,000 premises were to 
be "checked" by a force of 1,000 
officers most of them on overtime. 
The hate :mongering press played 
their par t and appealed for gut 
reactions. 

The British would never give in 
to terrorism—sure they had held an 
empire by not giving in—and only 
lost it when they did give in—the 
IRA were not the Mau Mau and 
this f a g end of empire would be 
{held at all costs. 

Chief Superintendent B. Wass 
who is responsibe for the Irish 

• area of Kilburn joined in and pro-
nounced publicly "We expect to 
search 6,000 premises. . . . We are 
not forcing any locked doors, but 
if the owner Is not available or 
cannot be traced, we are handing 
over to the anti-terrorist branch. 

Commander Richards, head of 
the anti-terrorist branch went on 
radio and called on all landlords 
to report "suspicious persons" with 
"Irish accents" — the hunt was on 

(Cont on Page Two, Col Three) 

w 
SMASH THE ANTI-IRISH P.T.A. 
E want every Irish man and woman, and every friend of Ireland and the Irish to ACT 

this month. 
The notorious Prevention of Terrorism Act, which should 

really be called the Harassment of the Irish Act, comes up for 
renewal some time in March. 

Labour is pledged to oppose 
it by party conference decisions. 
A number of Liberals are op-
posed to it. Some of the Tory 
"wets" are uneasy about the 
electoral prospects of their 
party. And Mr James Prior is 
anxious for a good reception for 
his newly cooked up scheme for 
restoring a powerless Stormont. 

Therefore now is the time, 
and this is what should be done. 

Between now and mid-March 
bombard your Members of Par-
liament with letters, telephone 
calls or visits to his "surgery" 
and if possible come to the 
lobby of Parliament to take 
place on Wednesday, February 
17th. 

SCARE TACTICS 
Wherever Irish people meet 

together, in clubs, centres, gath-
erings of cultural organisations, 
they should consider clubbing to-
gether the price of a telegram. 
Resolutions should be passed at 
Trade Union branches. Labour 
Parties should make clear their 
position to their MPs. 

If you write to an MP, make 
the letter short. Simply urge 
him to vote against the renewal 
of the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act. 

Of course, between now and 
then, there may be scare tac-
tics. The BBC reported that a 

T H E EDiTOR 
man who was suspected of 
connections with London bomb-
ing had been arrested in Bel-
fast under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. 

There was a complete power 
to arrest him under other Acts, 
and one suspects that the use 
of the PTA was simply so as to 
make it look as if the Act was 
necessary and achieving some-
thing. 

It is commonsense that any 
Government is going to try to 
arrest terrorists. You can't 
complain about that. It is a 
fact of life that has to be ac-
cepted. 

We know very well that if we 
urged the Government not to 
try to arrest terrorists they 
would either laugh at us or sus-
pect us of being terrorists our-
selves. 

HARASSMENT 
But that is not the point. 

What we object to is the 
systematic harassment of the 
Irish population, where inno-
cent people, who never gave a 
thought to terrorism, have been 
scared out of their wits. One 

of the difficulties the Connolly 
Association has bad in its seven 
year campaign against ^the PTA. 
is that so many of the Irish 
community are airaid to speak 
out. 

U is therefore very important 
that people who have standing 
in the communi ty should set an 
example. There is more confi-
dence now than there was. In-
fluential bodies like the Federa-
tion of I r ish Societies have set 
their face against the Act. So 
has the newty formed Irish in 
Br i ta in Representation Group. 

What is vitally important is 
that all these group? should take 
action NOW. We've at most six 
weeks from the beginning of 
February. Let us not waste 
them. 

DUBLIN IS 
'SMOGGED OUT' 
^ M O G G Y days are here again. In 
k Dublin, that is, as peopie peer 
through a combination of smoke 
and car exhaust fumes to see 
otiiers looming towards them out 
of the gloom as they wend their 
way homeward these winter even-
ings. 

During the great Freere-up of 
January there were reports of smog 
and pollution from places as far 
away as Ankara and Athens. But 
do you know that Pearse Street, 
Dublin, is now said to be one of 
the most polluted streets in Eu-
rope? The wives of dons and stu-
dents who send their children to 
the Trinity College creche in Pearse 
Street are beginning to worry about 
the lead content of the air the 
children breathe. 

(Cont on Page Two, Col Four) 

IRISHMAN SLAMS PLANNED NUCLEAR MURDER 
A N irishman challenged the 

* * Tory war-mongers who are 
plotting the mass murder of 
thirty million of their fellow 
countrymen. 

He is Liberal Isle of Wight 
Councillor, Mr Gerard Cassidy. 
Until last year he was deputy 
head teacher at St Edmund's 
(Catholic) Seoondary sohool in 
Portsmouth, but is now retired. 
At school he strongly promoted 
Irish dancing and other activi-
ties. During the latter part of 

the war he was in the British 
army. 

A Councillors' seminar at the 
Home Defence College left him 
convinced that the Government 
was "hell-bent on nuclear con-
frontation." 

Reporting on a three-day 
course, he spoke of the strategy 
prescribed for the aftermath of 
a nuclear war, Including radio 
and television broadcasts which 
were already prepared for 
transmission by stations that 
survive attack. 

"Everything is cut' and 
dried and prepared lor you. 
Your course is made, it is all 
done for you." 
He pointed out that he was 

not a member of the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament and 
had attended the course uncon-
vinced by their policies. 

But, he said, "I do not fol-
low blindly what is said. I 
think about It and I am quite 
convinced that the establish-
ment is hell bent on con-

(Cont on Page Two, Col On«) Recent demonstration of Trinity College group of Dublin C.N.D. 
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PARTITION-CAT OUT OF BAG 
A BRITISH Official document. 

f ron ta t ion to m a k e this hap-
pen and I s tood up and said 
so." 

He went on, " I believe that 
this Government and this estab-
lishment is hell-bent on making 
a confrontation and has no re-
gard for you, or our people, or 
country." 

He described policies for 
civil emergencies in peace 
time as "pure sop to build up 
an organisation to deal wi th 
nuclear war. It could not be 
seen in any other way." 

He said a nuclcar strike would 
not be limited to London. Every 
centre of over 30,000 population 
would be liable to attack. This 
was mentioned in Home Office 
establishment. 

He explained the proposal 
to eliminate democracy com-
pletely. 

"It would mean,'' he said 
"power would be devolved to 
regional councils, b u t w i th the 
exception of designated con-
trollers and advisers, who 
would decide on life and 
death, local authorities would 
b e washed out and local mem-
bers would play no role at 
all." 

He concluded, " In the event 
of a nuclear war , survival 
would be impossible for mil-
lions of people, and we shouid 
revert to a situation in which 
we are in a society very much 
like the society in this coun-
try before the Romans came." 

laud underlines once a g a i n 
Britain's interest 111 holding on to 
part oi Ireland for strategic and 
military reasons. 

Ti'.e document has just been re-
leased under the 30-year rule gov-
erning secret government papers 
and excerpts from it were carried in 
the "Irish Times". It was drafted 
in 1951 by the Commonwealth Rela-
tions Office, and there is no reason 
for thinking the views expressed in 
it have changed significantly since. 

The document says: "On the 
basis that the present desire of 
the Six Counties is. in fact, to re-
main part of [he United Kingdom 
and o: the Commonwealth, it is. 
however, legitimate to consider 
the importance of their attitude 
from the British point of view . . 

Historically, Ireland, which 
iv.is never been able to protect 
herself against invasion, has 
b er. .is she is today, a potential 
b.i-e tor attack on the United 
Kingdom. It is the more import-
ant that a part of the island, and 
that one strategically well placed, 
should, and of its own free will, 
wish to remain part of the United 
Kingdom defence system. . . . 

"Experience in the last war 
showed . . . that it was of vital 
strategic importance to the Allies 
to hold the Six Counties and so 

from 

WTHON Y 
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command of the north-western 
approaches, the use of which was 
essential for the feeding and 
supplying of the United Kingdom 
and for the reinforcing of Allied 
troops based on the United King-
dom. 

"A United Ireland whose willing 
and unqualified co-operat ion 
could not with certainty be re-
lied on. which was neutral, or 
which was sharply divided intern-
ally over neutrality, would be a 
major problem in the defence of 
the United Kingdom and in the 
defence and support of Western 
Europe. 

"Failing some firm and satis-
factory assurance as to the atti-
tude in war of a united Ireland, 
of which the present Republic 
was the major part, there are 
s t rong strategic arguments for 
the retention of the friendly 
bastion of the Six Counties. . . . " 
Of ceurse this is no more t h a n 

what the "Irish Democrat" has been 

DEMOCRACY-AND HYPOCRISY 
\ I ILITARV rule is imposed, 

tanks rumble on to 
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streets. Thousands of people are 
rounded up Trade unionists are 
tortured and are put on trial for 
their lives. The country's best-
known politician is jailed Another 
political leader faces a possible 
death sentence. People in Western 
Europe are indignant. The EEC 
decides to freeze 600 million dollars 
worth ot aid. 

Where is that? Poland? No. it 
is Turkey, a member of NATO, a 
close ally of the Americans and a 
signatory of the recent NATO state-
ment denouncing the Polish autho-
rities and whipping up Cold War 
tension even further. 

Bat Turkey is so strategically im-
portant to NATO tha t President 
Reagan is urging the ESC to 
suspend their ban on aid The 
Turkish military dictatorship is 
being told by the Americans to 
make some gesture in the direction 
of restoring democracy, to enable 
the EEC to say a resumption of aid 
to Turkey is justified. 

I N Turkey there are at present 50 
trade union leaders on trial for 

organising a trade union and the 
public prosecutor has demanded the 
death sentence for them. Mean-
while all t rade union activity has 
been declared illegal This is much 
worse than Poland, where the 
suspension of civil liberties ha s not 
gone as f a r as this and where the 
restriction on public freedoms is 
officially said to be temporary. 

When US Secretary of S ta te 
Alexander Haig was asked recently 
at a press conference whether the 
USA was not applying double stan-
dards to Poland on the one hand 
and to El Salvador and Turkey on 
the other, his reply was tha t any-
one who asked such a question had 
themselves got a double-standard! 

With people like that in charge 
of the for tunes of the West, is it 
any wonder people are worried 
about the world war danger and 
tha t tens of thousands are becom-
ing active in the peace movement? 

saying for years, as it has been try-
ing to teach sense to the sillies who 
said that Britain really wanted to 
get out of Ireland and stayed on 
there only because of their loyalty 
to the Unionists or to prevent the 
Paddies killing one another. 

Imperialism is out of date, these 
worthies said, and the Ir ish prob-
lem is a question of "community 
relations" within Ireland, for which 
Britain is in no way responsible. 

But what is the retention of part 
of another people's country in order 
to serve one's strategic interests — 
or supposed interests — if not im-
perialism. and imperialism of the 
good old-fashioned variety at that? 

Naturally British strategists would 
not mind dispensing with the Six 
Counties if these strategic interests 
could be secured in some other way. 
for instance, if the Twenty Six 
could be relied on instead. But as 
the document implies, even if the 
Government in Dublin were to 
abandon neutrality in favour of a 
deal on. the North — which is what 
the Haughey-Thatcher talks were 
pointing to — public opinion in the 
south would undoubtedly remain 
"sharply divided internally over 
neutrality", which would pose a 
question mark over the continued 
co-operation of any government of 
a united Ireland. It is not sur-
prising therefore tha t the generals 
and the strategists regard a bird in 
the hand as worth two in the bush, 
and are determined to maintain 
their hold on the Six Counties for 
the foreseeable future, as part of 
their general preparations for a 
world war. 

BISHOP OF 
DUBLIN ON 
NEUTRALITY 
IRELAND must stand fas t in 
* favour of neutrality, says Dr 

Dermot O'Mahony, auxiliary Bishop 
of Dublin, and because of t h a t 
must plead for an end to the 
nuclear arms race at the UN Spe-
cial Session on Disarmament next 
June. 

Dr. O'Mahony is president of the 
Irish section of Pax Christi, the 
international Catholic Movement 
for Peace and was speaking at the 
movement's annual Mass at Artane, 
Dublin. 

The Bishop said: "We hope and 
pray tha t during the special UN 
session on disarmament, there will 
be an active and enlightened Irish 
participation. Our own neutrali ty 
and our non-membership of the 
nuclear club will give an added 
weight and significance to the voice 
of Ireland pleading for an end to 
the scandal of the arms race. 

"There must be a better way than 
the paranoid game of nuclear deter-
rence, in which the great powers 
desperately hope to preserve the 
peace by threatening each other 
with bigger bombs and total annihi-
lation," the Bishop said. 

The Bishop's statement shows 
tha t the Church authorities in Ire-
land are becoming concerned about 
neutrality and the war danger. The 
Catholic Church and the other 
Churches are playing a big par t in 
the peace movement internationally. 
T h e interest and support of the 
Church will be a big asset to the 
Ir ish peace movement in the period 
ahead. 

DUBLIN IS SMOGGED OUT' 
.Continued from Page One. 

Coal and peat burning on domes-
tic fires over the cold spell drove 
Dublin's air pollution figures to a 
new high—close to the World 
Health Organisation's "excess 
deaths threshold" of 500 micro-
grammes of sulphur dioxide per 
cubic metre. 

Domestic coal burning has quite 
naturally increased enormously 
since the oil crisis. Dublin pollu-
tion levels are now twice as high as 
London, Glasgow and other areas of 
Britain. There are no smokeless 
fuel zones in Ireland and lots of 
people have invested in open fire 
back boilers which burn ordinary 
coal; so a lot of expense would 

have to be gone to to change 
systems. 

the 

Of course Ireland has Kilkenny 
anthracite, which is smokeless and 
which could be used to give domes-
tic heating. Ireland has one of the 
highest rates of owner occupation 
of houses in the world. 

Over three - quarters of all 
dwellings in the State are ia 
home-ownership. This means they 
are spread out and each house has 
its own coal fire. Perhaps public 
policy should encourage more flats 
and district heating plants, as well 
as enclosed stoves which are not 
so polluting? 

A STICK TO BEAT THE IRISH 

Irish Language group of Dublin C.NiD. In recent d e m o n s t r a t e . 

Continued from Page One 
and the go ahead was given for 
yet another trawl of the Irish com-
munity for potential "terrorists" or 
"dissidents". The security forces 
have under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act the power to harass and 
pillory those who in these jingoistic 
times dare to oppose British Gov-
ernment policy in Ireland. 
i T H E figures speak for them-

selves. To-date over 5,300 per-
sons have been arrested under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. Of 
those arrested 85 were charged 
under the Act. The charges range 
f rom refusing to complete an em-
barkat ion card, failing to s tay in 
Northern Ireland when ordered to 
do so, failing to co-operate with 
the police at a port. Britain is the 
only country outside South Africa 
where persons travelling "intern-
ally" have to complete an embarka-
tion card and give personal 
details of themselves and their 
relations. Failure to do so means 
ins tant arres t under the PTA. All 
persons arrested are interrogated, 
photographed and fingerprinted-

All information is computerised 
and if t he person is from Northern 
Ireland the information is passed 
to the Brit ish Army computer there 
and t h e information "checked out" 

by regular updating visits to rela-
tions of the arrested person. The 
Home Office has refused to delete 
the "records" of the 5,000 or so in-
nocent persons arrested under the 
act. 

I n reply to one innocent person 
who demanded that the information 
obtained under interrogation be de-
stroyed. the Home Office re-
plied that "while the powers con-
tamed in the Act remain in force, 
photographs and fingerprints of all 
persons detained are being held cen-
trally." It has now been ascertained 
tha t they are in fact held on the 
National Police Computer and the 
information is readily available a t 
any police station, should an officer 
wish for any "criminal record". I t 
is a blatant case of beating the 
terrorist by beating the Irish. 

Constant trawling of the Irish 
community has meant tha t few who 
are opposed to Government policy 
have remained untouched. Many 
have lost their jobs and one was 
released from interrogation only to 
be taken straight to a psychiatric 
ward. If it happened in Poland we 
would never hear t h e end of it. 
i rrO-DATE over 215 persons have 

been removed from Britain and 
"confined" by order of the Home 
Secretary to Northern Ireland. 

Many have had to leave their fami-
lies and employment. They are hot 
allowed to travel outside of North-
ern Ireland. If it happened in a 
socialist country the Helsinki Agree-
ment on family unity would be bla-
zoned across the daily press. Thirty-
seven were deported to the Irish 
Republic. Most of those "excluded" 
by order of the Home Secretary, 
committed no crime and were never 
charged under the Act. Simply to 
be told tha t the persons were articu-
late in their opposition to British 
policy in Ireland was obviously 
enough for the Home Secretary 
Mr Whitelaw to sign the exclusion 
order. 

When will the politicians leam? 
There has been emergency legisla-
tion in Northern Ireland since the 
a rea was separated and look a t the 
place now! It never solved any-
thing. Indeed the emergency legis-
lation is now in this country and it 
certainly will not solve what Is 
basically a political question. The 
retention of such emergency legisla-
tion will only lead to a withdrawal 
of confidence in the impartiality of 
the security forces and could lead 
in time to a complete breakdown of 
law and order. 

PETER MULLIGAN 
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if P U R E E times a year Parliament 
is ask«d to continue in force 

for a fur ther period certain repres-
sive laws. Yearly it is asked to re-
new the temporary provisions' of 
the PTA; and every six months the 
Emergency Provisions and Preven-
tion of Terrorism Acts. 

In years past, these continuance 
debates have been mere formali-
ties. Government and Opposition 
have been as one. Debates* have 
been in the depth of night. The 
Government of the day have had 
Opposition front bench support in 
the lobbies. A few voices have been 
raised against, and only a handful 
of Labour MPs plus Gerry Fitt pub-
licly come out against these laws 
by voting No'. (There was a time 
when a lone Conservative voted 
against the PTA continuance — it 
still remains a mystery!) 

The problem was that the MPs 
were forced to say Yes' or No' to 
the repressive laws at a time when 
the mass of public opinion had 
been brainwashed into thinking 
tha t there could be a military solu-
tion to the Irish crisis. Therefore, 
looking over their shoulders at 
tha t public opinion, especially 
within their own constituencies, 
most Labour MPs were unwilling to 
do more than abstain during the 
PTA and EPA debates. 

The small group of MPs who 
have constantly opposed these 
laws, have also worked within the 
Parliamentary Labour Par ty and 
its Committees to make Ireland a 
Party (as opposed to a bi-partisan) 
Issue. This year, their patient work 

LETTERS 
[ S E A R EDITOR—Due to much 

to-ing and fro-ing I've only 
lately been able to catch up on 
a backlog of books and pamph-
lets, including your "Reminis-
cences of the Connolly Associa-
tion." 

In this you state that an in-
flux of returning International 
Brigaders made for a sh i f t to-
w a r d s a m o r e left-wing policy 
and among the ones you name 
you have Paddy McLaughlin. 
Paddy left Spain mid-February, 
1938, many months before the 
Connolly Club, as it then was, 
w a s a gleam in Mike Mclner-
ney's eye. He met Mike and a 
bunch of other good people 
when he got to London antf at-
tended all the preparatory meet-
ings that were held in various 
dingy rooms over this and that' 
cafe, culminating at the well-
attended meeting at the En-
gineers Hall in Doughty Street 
at which the organisation was 
founded. In short, he was a 
foundation member. 

Later in the pamphlet you 
refer to Billy Mc Cullough's 
efforts in the matter of civil 
rights for the Catholic workers 
—this is just the gist of it. If 
the Belfast trade union leader-
ship ever bothered its backside 
about the Catholics, as such, 
then it escaped My notice, how-
ever hard-working it was in 
other fields. It was the Civil 
Rights Movement that put the 
plight of the Six County minor-
ity on the front pages of the 
world's newspapers and surely 
everyone knows it ? 

KATHLEEN MACLAUGHLIN 
Liverpool 

NOTE : I t was the Belfast Trades 
Council tha t s tar ted the Civil 
Rights movement on the motion 
of William McCullough.—ED. 

PARLIAMENT 
PHILLIP RENDLE 

tells the fascinating story of the 
fight against the Terrorism Act 

has gained fruit by the Labour 
Oppositions formally using the 
continuance debates to call for in-
quiries into the workings of both 
the Emergency Provisions and the 
Prevention of Terrorism Acts. 

Thus, on 18th March, 1981, Mr 
Roy Hattersley, speaking f rom the 
Labour front bench, moved:— 

tha t this House, mindful that the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act was 
intended as a temporary measure 
and that it provides wide ranging 
powers that should exist in a free 
society only if they are essential 
to the defeat of terrorism, calls 
upon the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department to set up 
an inquiry into the working of 
the Act and to instruct tha t in-
quiry to make recommendations 
on its f>'*ure operations, includ-
ing, if It thinks fit, amendments 
to the present Act. 

The Labour front bench home 
affairs spokesman singled out the 
sections on detention, exclusion 
and proscription for special scru-
tiny:— 

The first question concerns the 
purposes of detention. Are arrests 
made to prevent the commission 
of terrorist acts by the appre-
hended persons, or are they made 
to obtain information about 
others who might carry out such 
acts ? . . . 

Secondly, a whole range of 
questions about the operation of 
exclusion similarly need a clear 
answer . . . We are entitled to 
ask the Home Secretary for an 
inquiry which, though it cannot 
be specific on the operation of 
exclusion in' individual cases, as-
sures the House t ha t the Home 
Secretary is protected against in-
advertent mistakes—for inadver-
tent mistakes amount to the ex-
clusion of innocent persons. I 
say that not least because of the 
Home Secretary's own words on 
this section of the Act last year. 
He said: 

"exclusion is an alternative to 
prosecution; it Is a supplement 
to It. If a prosecution can be 
brought, it will be brought . . ." 
Therefore, by definition, the 

men and women who are ex-
culded are Innocent before the 
law. In such circumstances our 
obligation—I put it a t its lowest 
common denominator—is to make 
sure tha t no mistakes a re made. 

Thirdly, I believe tha t an in-
quiry should investigate the op-
eration of proscription of speci-
fied organisations under Part I. 

William Whitelaw, of course, 
turned down the call for an in-
quiry. Mr Hatteisley, in summing-
up, suggested tha t the Government 
bring its own proposals for an in-
quiry to the Commons. 

I n a division, the inquiry motion 
was lost by 143 votes to 191. Only 
Tories and Unionists supported the 
Government. The Labour motion 
found support from Gerry Fitt, 10 
Social Democrats, 9 Liberals. 2 
Plaid Cymnj and even a couple of 
Unionists. 

After the main debate the Pre-
vention of Terrorism continuance 
Order was approved by 127 votes 
to 46. Again only Tories and 
Unionists were in favour and 6 
Liberals, the 2 Plaid Cymru MPs 
and Gerry Fitt joined with those 
Labour Members who opposed re-
newal; in an unprecedented ly high 
vote against t h e PTA. Previous 
figures were 17 (1977), 33 (1978), 
35 (1979 before the election) and 
26 (1980). 

On 2nd July, 1981, Parliament 
came to renew the Emergency Pro-
visions Act. Again the Labour Op-
position took steps to demand an 
inquiry. This t ime they had to use 
a. piece of Parliamentary procedure 
which resulted in three divisions 
being forced. 

First : Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Mr Humphrey 
Atkins. moved a Government 
motion: 

that this House approves the 
Government's proposal to con-
tinue the provisions of the Nor-
thern Ireland (Emergency Pro-
visions) Act, 1978 and the Nor-
thern Ireland Act 1974 lor further 
periods. (The 'Direct Rule' Act 
was also up for renewal.) 
Second: the Labour Opposition 

spokesman on Northern Ireland, 
Mr Don Concannon. moved an 
amendment to the Government's 
motion: 

to leave out from 'House' to the 
end of the Question and add in-
stead thereof: 
agrees t ha t it Is time for a wide 
ranging Inquiry into the work-
ings of t he Northern Ireland 
(Emergency Provisions) Act 1978'. 
Finally, Mr Atkins moved: 

Tha t tne d ra f t Northern Ire-
land (Emergency Provisions) Act 
1978 (Continuance) Order 1981, 
which was laid before this House 
on 15th June, be approved. 
Thus, during this debate, there 

were three occasions where a divi-
sion could be forced, and three 
occasions where Labour and other 
non-Conservative MPs could s tand 
up and be counted. 

In developing the argument for 
an inquiry, Mr Concannon said: 

For the past 12 months, Labour 
Members have been urging the 
Secretary of State to set up an 
inquiry along the lines of the 
Gardiner Inquiry to see whether 
these powers are still appropriate 
to the security situation in the 
Province today. To use a sport-
ing metaphor, I think tha t the 
suggestion was dribbled the 
lenglh of the field by the Secre-
tary of State and then conveni-
ently kicked for touch . . . 

There are a number of areas 
in which we think that an in-
quiry would help the House when 
we come to consider these 
powers in the future. In- particu-
lar . . . the one-judge and no-jury 
courts which deal with terrorist 
offences should be brouRht under 
closer scrutiny . . . the provi-
sions relating to prosecutions for 
firearms offences, many believe 
that the onus of proof is 
wrongly placed on the accused to 
explain why he happened to be 
in the same building as a fire-
arms cache. Tha t should also be 
looked at. 

I am also concerned about the 
rules laid down for the admiss-
ability of evidence • • • There may 
also be room for change In the 
section dealing with proscribed 
organisations . . . 

Many other aspects of the 
emergency powers need to be 
looked at again and re-assessed 
in the light of the changing 
security situation . . . An inde-
pendent look at these powers 
could be of especial benefit In 
relation to the hunger strike pro-
test a t t h e Mate prison. 
Finally, Mr Concannon—who was 

obviously under great pressure 
from the back benches to make a 
stand—made t h e following promise 
to which the next Labour admini-
stration must be held:— 

I want to make It absolutely 
clear tha t we regard a review of 

the Act as a matter ot priority. 
As soon as the next Labour Gov-
ernment are returned to power, 
we shall institute a wide ranging 
inquiry Into tiie working of the 
Act to see whether such excep-
tional powers are still totally 
necessary. 

At the end of the debate the 
three Divisions took place. The 
Labour Amendment i for an in-
quiry) was lost by 215 votes to 281. 
Only Unionists supported the 
Tories in the No' Lobby: while 
Gerry Fitt, 5 Liberals. 2 Plaid 
Cymru and one SNP MP supported 
Labour 

The Government Motion was 
passed by 270 to 47. Although no 
Labour MPs came to the Govern-
ment 's aid, 5 Liberals, 1 SDP and 
1 SNP Member did. Conversely, 
Gerry Fitt . 2 other Liberals and 
the 2 Plaid Cymru MPs voted with 
those Labour MPs who opposed 
the Government. 

The continuance Older was ap-
proved by 139 votes to 30. The 
Tory Unionists got the support of 
one Liberal: while all those who 
voted No' were Labour except two 
Liberals. 2 PC and, of course. Mr 
Fitt. In fact 12 of those who voted 
a t this last division were voting 
against the continuance of repres-
sive legislation for the first time 
in this Parliament. Thus, the 
number of MPs at present in West-
minster. who have_ at least once 
voted against the EPA and or the 
PTA during the lifetime of this 
Parliament is sixty-six (including 
6 Liberals. 2 Plaid Cymru and one 
independent socialist). 

By putt ing forward the inquiry 
motions, the Labour Opposition has 
given the chance to a fu r ther 174 
MPs (including 10 SDP. 4 Liberals 
and 1 SNP), who have not yet op-
posed continuance of the PTA and 
or EPA. to register their d:s-
approval of the Government's 
policies. 

During the July debate, the 
Speaker announced the Royal 
Assent to the Representation of the 
People Act, 1981. This Act was 
rushed through Parliament at the 
end of June: and gave another 
chance for MPs to voice opposition 
to the Government's Irish policy. 

William Whitelaw introduced the 
Bill for i ts Second Reading on 22nd 
June. I n a Division t h e vote in 
favour was 250 to 139. Five divi-
sions were forced during the Com-
mittee Stage and when the Bill 
came up for its Third Reading 
(25th June) it was passed by 146 
to 38. 

But the Representation of the 
People debates allowed a fur ther 14 
MPs to vote against the Govern-
ment on an Irish question for the 
first time. Th\is of the non-Tory, 
non-Unionists in ' the Commons, 
more t h a n 250 have voted in one 
way or another against t he Gov-
ernment over Irish questions. 

When it is considered tha t only 
a score of MPs opposed the Gov-
ernment at the first similar divi-
sion in this Parliament (when the 
EPA came up for renewal in 1979): 
it underlines how much of a 
change has taken place t h a t there 
are now only a score or so of 
Labour MPs who have not voted a t 
least once in debates o n the EPA 
or PTA or the Representation of 
the People Bill against t he Govern-
ment. 

Thus it is easier to note who 

h:ive not voted than who have ' 
Ernest ARMSTRONG. Tony BENN, 
Tom BRADLEY. Ron BROWN 
(Hackney). Robert EDWARDS, 
Alan FITCH. Ray FLETCHER, 
Harry GOURLEY. George GRANT, 
Dennis HOWELL. James JOHN-
SON. David LAMBIE. Harry LAM-
BOURNE. Arthur LEWIS. Geof-
frey LOFTHOUSE. Andn w Mc-
MAHON. Roy MASON. Fred 
MULLEY. Gordon OAKES. Julius 
SILVERMAN. Roger THOMAS and 
Edwin WAIN WRIGHT. 

It was as a response t.o one of 
Enoch Powell's quips that Gerry 
Fitt. commenting on an earlier con-
tribution by the Rev Bvadfoid. had 
said: "Ulster is unlike any other 
part of the United Kingdom. Enoch 
Powell interjected: So is Wales: to 
which the West Belfast MP re-
sponded— 

T h e difference between Wales, 
Ulster and Northern Ireland is 
that since 1922 n e y e a r will 
be the sixtieth anniversary — 
Northern Ireland has been gov-
erned to a large extent by the 
special powers legislation, ior 50 
years under Unionism and 
for 10 years under the aegis of 
this House. Neither Wales nor 
Scotland has had special powers 
legislation. 

In the essential field of law and 
order without which no Govern-
ment can claim to be running 
a country In the interests of all 
the people, thev had to resort to 
the special powers legislation. A 
Government which had to do tha t 
and a country which had to be 
governed by such legislation are 
unique within the confines not 
only of the United Kingdom but 
on this tide of the Iron Curtain 
in Western Europe. 

These developments within Par-
liament, together with the discus-
sions and decisions within the 
Labour Party are significant. 

The Connolly Association, of 
course, calls not only for inquiries 
into the PTA and EPA, but also 
for their repeal. 

This year Labour has taken an 
independent stand both within and 
outside Parliament. The next de-
bates on the Emergency Provisions 
Act (this winter) and the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act (next spring) 
are further opportunities for ad-
vance on these issues. 

Surely, with the developments 
within the Labour Party, backed up 
by the voice of the Irish Com-
munity in Britain, next year's 60t,h 
anniversary of emergency laws in 
the six counties can be marked by 
a significant breakthrough against 
repression? 
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ROLLING 
CONFERENCE 

>N " .. 16th tlu- If.,11 ill 
B . . . Representation Group 

its "rolhr.-i con-
i n - . Liverpool I; was 
i'd • j a Liverpool branch. 

• .'inland- was d'.sap-
::• u . Apart from the two Con-

.ly A-- rr.ion representatives. 
B r. -. Morgan and -V: D e -

ad ives. only two local 
i;)le • . r.e.i ,,p. one a Libera! and 
- o:',. Miss Siobhan Sandy~ a 
lib-. • : -.he Irish Centre 

. ;u- . r. umber had come trcm 
- n c : : and Galway mar. J :m 
:ig a the chair. Others pt't-
..;, m ••:-. young people with col-

, ; at ions, i nc luded t h e 
vesner.'. - ' . ounder M r Mar:; ; ' . a 

I.'.".: m a n now l :v: : , i n e a r 

HAEL SHEEHAN" ;:o:il-
t h a t t h e n a t i v e I r i s h 

3 r ; \ . : . . a re a n a g e i n g p o p u l a -
• -.ha'. of t h e peop le w h o 

...>t(ic. i .*. • !:• m s e l v e s I r i sh , only 
• . - m ;'.:;v • was born in I r e l a n d . 

• mil « a s r equ i r ed to p r even t t h e 
• i p p e . - . i e ol I r i s h c u l t u r e a n d 

IriM v , o f life. 

Anot i'.: r a s p e c t of t h e mov -ruei l t 
. mar...ted by speakers who 

.tiled to ihe political impotence 
trie ir.-.t rn Britain, when it was 

.-rnvcuted tha t restricting their 
ruber- . > tiie Irish born, they 

, :v oy far the largest ethnic 
_.,rip .;. tr.e eountry. 

] ; wa.s te'.t t ha t some blame lay 
on the Irish government which 

• ..rough the staff of the Embassy in 
. .udon had brought enormous pres-

,re to prevent Irish organisations 
: ;om becoming political. This was 

• ause of the close proximity of 
;.-l,«nd to Britain. An Ins.: popu-
.,tion m Britain which turned 
c.tiier let; or r ight in politics 
v. oald suuui a greater char:.-. >f 
i t . . luencmj the people at home 
t rail would, for example, a smmar 
... ivemem among Indians .: .'.-.:::-
a trai ls 

T h e op in ion w a s e x p r e s s e d '.ii.tt 
.. ideal so lu t ion w o u l d be r .r t h e 

l e d e r a i i o n of I r i s h Socte t te - :•> 
.1 dopt a pol i t ica l s t a n c e , a n d tr .at 
t ins s t a n c e s h o u l d corre-;).-:id 
. .uglily to the consensus o: Irish 
opinion, tlie r e p e a l of t h e P reven -
:. .u o! T e r r o r i s m Act , t he e n d i n g 
.: repress ion of I r i s h n a t i o n a l i s t s 
... Br i t a in a n d t h e six count ies a n d 

dec l a r a t i on of i n t e n t bt t h e 
Br i t i sh G o v e r n m e i f t to work t •: a 
un i ted I r e l and . 

X I I S S S I O B H A N S A N D Y S aeS-
" pite the poor response, agreed 

••- act as temporary secretary and 
:• is u n d e r s t o o d t h a t a t u n h e r 
..reeting would be convened. It was 
pointed out tha t there was strong 
.support for t he F e d e r a t i o n of I r i sh 
Societ ies in Liverpool , a n d t h a t 
t h e r e would be t h o s e who would 
genuinely tear that a new organisa-
tion might try to undermine t h . t 
hh. meetiiiir was assured that litis 
w.i- not the case. 

The next meeting is in Birriung-
..iin in Februan'. 

ELECTION BETTER THAN A 

LETTER 
| )EAI( E D I T O R , - W i t h i t - T u g s 

of s a d n e s s I r ead ail-
..•>uiucnient of t h e d e a t h o: Be t ty 
.-rr.nclair. On 16th December last 
-he wrote to m c s e n d i n g seasona l 
. - c t ings . H e r l e t t e r was cheeiutfi. 
•ud t h e sc r ip t f i r m a n d nea t a.s 

sr.-' wished us a h a p p y a n d flair.nu 
i:M_ It is just too sad for words, 
i don ' t t h ink we s h a l l ever see auy-
oody ot t he c a l i b r e of Be t ty S in-
clair in these islands any molt 

Enclos ing c h e q u e fo r £2 . j0 for 
' i i e " I r i sh D e m o c r a t " a s a smal l 
expression of sympathy. Please 
d o n ' t bo the r s e n d i n g a receipt , t h e 
postage is too dear. 

M. BYRNE 
Liverpool 

THERE wi l l be a General Elec-
tion in tbe twenty-six counties 

on February is th . 

This is the result of a one man 
revolt. Mr. Kemmy, the two-
nations theorist le f t -winger f rom 
Limerick, who had been backing the 
coalit ion government since Its for-
mation, decided he coutd stand it 
no more. 

Ir ish Labour, al l ied to anti-
nat ional reaction, cont inued Its 
spiral l ing down-course, and backed 
Fine Gael reactionaries i n a bud-
get which put up cigarettes by 
2Cp. beer by 3p a p in t , w ine by 34p 
a bottle, petrol by H p a gallon, 
VAT Irom 25 per cent to 30 per 
cent, and imposed a tax of £8 on 
every person taking a charter holi-
day abroad. For the first t ime, 
children's c loth ing and footwear 
was to carry a tax of 18 per cent. 

WE have no sympathy w i th Mr. 

Kemmy s an t i -na t iona l opin-
ions, but congratulate h i m on the 
realism, which he tackled this 
issue. 

Ol course there is no question 
the country is in a ba>d way. The 

HAIR SHIRT 
deficit is £800,000,000. How a r e 
they going to get It back? Mr. 
Fitzgerald thought a dose of 
Thatcherism or Reagonomics, 
would do the trick, but the p«ople 
won't wear It. 

The position that has been 
reached is a consequence of aban-
doning the economics of national 
Independence. In 1955 Mr. Leniass 
was persuaded by the evil genius 
of modern Irish history, the econo-
mist Whit taker, to raise living 
s tandards by selling the national 
property off to the international 
combines. 

There were rapid surges of 
wealth for some people. The pro-
fits which the foreign monopolies 
got out of Ireland were no man's 
business. 

And what did Ireland get at the 
end of it all? Vast and mounting 
debts, and gaping holes in the 
ground where the priceless miner-

IRISH CONFERENCE 

als had been ripped out quick, and 
processed abroad. 

ANOTHER act of madness was 
joining the E.E.C., the econo-

mic Infrastructure of the third 
world war. One country, France, 
is at last realising tha t prosperity 
is Impossible while any country is 
bound by a set of rules which tie 
its actions to the interests of inter-
national companies and bear no 
relation to national neods. 

We hope that Fine Gael will get 
the greatest drubbing of its his-
tory. But we are sorry to say tha t 
unless Mr. Haughey shows a little 
more spunk In standing up to the 
British and Americans, the prob-
lems will remain. 

The rule of modern Ireland 
seems to be that nothing Is any 
good if It doesn't bring profit to the 
rich. We need another James Con-
nolly to say the test should be the 
welfare of the people as a whole. 

However, good for those who 
thought an election was better 
than a hair shirt. 

As for the miserable Labour 
Party, feiclmld a felcimld. Time 
they looked for new bedfellows. 

GO RAIBHMAITH 
AGAIBH 

T H E R E is not much to say here, 
' as we advert to our financial 

problems on the back page. In 
brief, we've got to move house, and 
it's expensive. 

And while we're doing it we 
we have to try and get a real 
smack in against that Prevention 
of Terrorism Act. 

Our best thanks to: 

Donations: 
P. O'Connor £1.22. I. Linehan £1, 

B Riordan £2. J. McGrath £o, H. 
Camphausen £5.92, S. Padghani 
9-P. R. Gates £1.92, P. J. Cunning-
ham £4.34. G. Kelleher £4.22, R. 
W. H. £11, South London C.A. £50, 
P Mulligan £1. P. Mullin £2, J. 
Morrissey £3.52, J. Whelan £2.80, 
South London C.A. £13, G. Ward 
£1, J. Kavanagh £3.80, T. Blenner-
hassett £4, N. Green £4, J. and 
U. Maynard £2.50, F.H.O. £10, J. 
Deiahan £25, T.I.V. Ferguson £3, 
C. OS. £50, supporters in S. 
London £7.32. in Central London 
ROp. and in memory of Betty Sin-
clair from May Byrne £2.50, f rom 
J. and V. Gibson £10. f rom V, 
Morton £5. TOTAL: £230.66. 

Premises Appeal F u n d : 

South London C.A. £50, Anon 
£50. B. Wilkinson £21, T. Coughlan 
£34. TOTAL: £155. 

' I ' H E follow::-.j account of the 
-*- meeting at the Ir ish Club on 

Sunday, January 24th comes from 
Mr Noel Gordon, national organiser 
of the Connolly Association, who 
is the vice-Chairman of the pro-
visional committee. 

About seventy people attended in-
cluding representatives of the 
Connol'v Association and the Irish 
in Britain Representation group 
which sent Mr Michael Sheehan 
from Manchester. 

There was also a representative 
of the "Irish information partner-
ship", which is said to consist of 
an international banker, a bar-
rister and an economist, Mr Brian 
Gallagher. 

The Chairman was Mr Philip 
Twohig and Mr Frank Caulfield of 
the Irish Club opened the discus-
sion. As a result of his remarks a 
resolution pledging the opposition 
of all present to the partit ion of 
Ireland was passed unanimously. 

M R BRIAN GALLAGHER then 
said lie was opposed to the 

restoration of Stormont, but sug-
gested a condominium. It cannot 
be an accident that he thought of 
this at the very time Mr James 
Prior and others are discreetly put-
ting it about. It would be better 

if the new organisation left con-
tentious mat te r s alone for the time 
being. 

This could be another British 
trap to entice the republic into a 
par tnership with Britain which 
would end with the loss of neutral-
ity. Mr J i m King of the I.B.R.G., 
a Galwayman, felt that the border 
should not be given too much 
prominence to the exclusion of the 
defence of Ir ish culture. 
A FORMER UCATT organiser. 

Mr J ack Kennedy, spoke of 
the evils of the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, and a resolution was 
passed demanding its repeal. Mi-
Michael Sheehan of the Man-
chester I.B.R.G. told of the work 
his organisation was doing. He 
thought any new organisation 
should concentrate on the affairs of 
the Ir ish in Britain. Matters t ha t 
should be taken up were such as 
racism, school curricula and the 
provision of time on radio and tele-
vision for Ir ish culture. He also re-
ferred to the possibility of organ-
ising the Ir ish vote. 

Finally Mr Richard Balfe, M.E.A.. 
remarked on the success of the 
Indian community in organising 
and lobbying. There is the pos-
sibility of a larger conference in the 
autumn. 

FORTHCOMING IRISH EVENTS 
THE February lectures at the Irish 

Centre, Liverpool, are on the 
14th and 28th, at 7 pm. Tha t on 
the 14th is by Desmond Greaves, 
title "Penal Laws, Rising and 
Union". That on the 28th Is by 
Flann Campbell, "From the Union 
to the death of Parnell". 

Ann Buckley gives four lectures 
at Vauxhall Manor School, Lawn 
Lane, London, close to Vauxhall 
Station. On February ist and 8th 
she shows films about the Irish. 

On the 15th there are slides of 
medieval Ireland and on the 22nd 
a visual and musical programme on 
Irish folk music. 

"A glimpse of the real Ireland' ' 
runs from February 13th to 27th. 
Places visited will be Manchester, 
Luton, Northampton, Cheltenham, 
East London, Kllburn, Coventry, 
Birmingham, Leicester, Notting-
ham, Liverpool, Leeds, Newcastle, 
Glasgow, and Lowton (Lanes). De-
tails from Miss Mary Coghlan, 91 
Chlldwall Road, Liverpool, Lis 6UR. 

The story of 'Dandy Pat' 
| |N May 5th, 1890, the Irish wor-
^ kers of Liverpool mourned the 
death of "Dandy Pat" , Patrick 
Byrne, who had been born in Wex-
ford in 1845, and educated at Ferns 
national school. 

As a young man, like thousands 
before and after him, he left home 
and emigrated to Liverpool, where 
he soon earned his nickname from 
the fastidious care he took with his 
appearance. 

He first found employment as a 

THE IRISH SIDE OF LIVERPOOL 
• AST month the "Irish Demo-

crat" published a brief survey 
of the state of Irish organisation 
in Scotland. This month, in view 
of the IBRG meeting, we have a 
look at Liverpool. 

Like Glasgow it has a substantial 
Orange element, but while the La-
bour movement is uneasy about sec-
tarianism, this is by no means the 
problem that it is in Scotland. 
Apart from an annual demonstra-
tion the Orange Order is fairly 
quiet, though Ian Paisley's visit did 
not help the cause of conciliation. 

The hub of the Irish national 
community is the institution of the 
Irish Centre in Mount Pleasant. 
Built in the early years of the 
nineteenth century as a club for 
the merchant princes, it is a listed 
building with fine architectural fea-
tures. 

I TS former manager, Tom Walsh, 
was for a number of years 

President of the Federation of Irish 
Societies, and now acts as their 
Public Relations Officer. He and 
the present officials were all 
strongly identified with the Gaelic 

Athletic Association, which runs 
two clubs, the Finn Harps and the 
John Mitchel. 

The Centre 's bulletin has car-
ried articles protesting at the use 
of plastic bullets in the six coun-
ties, and Chairman Joe England 
tried to get the Federation of Irish 
Societies to do the same. He and 
the present secretary Mr Joe O'Con-
nor have been interested in the 
GAA. 
' T H E R E is a strong Comhaltas 

Ceolteori. Indeed the General 
Secretary, Miss Mary Coghlan re-
sides in Liverpool, and has just ar-
ranged for an Irish concert tour 
of Britain, in association with the 
B and I Shipping Company. Classes 
in Irish music and dancing are 
held at the Irish Centre, and 
periodic concerts are given which 
are usually very well attended. 
Children are taught Irish dancing 
by Miss Mair in Bolger, every Sat-
urday. Comhaltas is also active in 
the Ceili field. 

There was a Gaelic League years 
ago, but the teaching of Irish seems 
at present confined to the classes 
run every Wednesday night by Mr 

Brian Stowell. There is an Irish 
Society in the university whose sec-
retary is Mr Joe Monaghan. 
/ ) F political movements there is 
" less evidence, though of course 
the very assertion of Irish nation-
ality is political. The Connolly As-
sociation combines political with 
cultural activity, mainly on the edu-
cational front. There was a small 
group belonging to the IRSP which 
took part in the May Procession a 
year ago. The Troops Out Move-
ment has a branch, as also has the 
Labour Committee on Ireland, 
whose secretary is Kevin Finetuck. 

I t might be thought that most 
Irish interests are already catered 
for. In Manchester there is a 
reservoir of talented young Irish 
people who have no outlet. I t is 
in such places tha t the IBRG is 
most likely to find a following. 

There is no doubt t ha t there is 
a crying need for something tha t 
would unite the Irish in defence of 
their interests, but as yet it seems 
nobody has thought of the way 
it can be done. I t will require both 
tact and patience. 

Next month it is hoped to review 
the position In Manchester. 

casual docker on the watei f ron t 
but by 1868 he had saved enough 
to rent a public house in Scotland 
Place, called the Morning Star, 
which soon became a popular place 
of resort for the Irish. 

jTAESCRIBED as a big man, with 
a heart as big as himself, h e 

became well-known for his acts of 
philanthropy. He was an ardent 
Ir ish nationalist and every year-
spent two weeks' holiday back in 
Ferns. 

The Morning Star was nick-
named "Dandy Pat 's" .and re ta ined 
this title until it was fiemolished in 
1962, over seventy years a f te r his 
death. This was to make way for 
the new Mersey road tunnel. Many 
of the national leaders visited it, on 
their way between Dublin and Lon-
don. 

"Dandy Pat" was one of the first 
Irish Nationalist members of the 
Liverpool city council, representing 
the Vauxhall ward. 

A T the beginning of May, 1890, 
he caught a chill while waiting 

for a train. He died on May 5th 
leaving his entire estate to the 
local charities he had consistently 
befriended. Thousands lined the 
route as his body left for Ferns 
where his grave can be seen to this 
day. 

A fund was started for the pur-
pose of erecting a memorial, and a t 
the first meeting £50 was sub-
scribed, a large sum for those days. 
The plan was to place a water 
fountain outside the Morning Star. 
Some of his enemies tried to ob-
truct the plan, but the fountain 
was ultimately unveiled in March 
1892. 

When the public house was de-
molished the fountain was pre-
served and can be seen in t h e 
centre of Pownall Square. 

By ALAN JONES 

sm — M 
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(POET AND PLAYWRIGHT 1881-1972) BY 

SCIENCE IN A 
BLIZZARD AINECHADWICK r p H E death of Padra ic Colum in 

New York in 1972 swept away 
the last living representative of 
t ha t great company who 

"Sang to sweeten Ireland's wrong, 
Ballad and story r a n n and song" 
Already in 1960 he was writing 

"Those who sat at t h e hear th with 
me and supplied t h e figures and 
the language tha t went into my 
imagination are gone, t he poets to 
whom I talked are now few in 
number." 

He was born on December 8th, 
1881. in Longford. His father was 
teacher at the Workhouse and it 
was in this grim institution tha t 
t he child first saw light of day. He 
grew tip in a land newly brought 
to an awareness of National pride 
by Parnell and among the men of 
no property who were eventually 
to inherit all. I t was the conscious-
ness of this heritage t h a t first gave 
strength to his writing. 

T T I S work as a playwright 
brought him to the notice of 

those luminaries of t he Irish Nat-
ional Theatre, Lady Giegory and 
W. B. Yeats, and on December 
3rd, 1903. his play Broken Soil was 
produced by the I r ish National 
Theatre Society in the old Moles-
worth Hall—a building recently de-
molished. 

This play and many oi his later 
works are evocations of the harsh-
ness of life in 19th century Ire-
land. The struggle taking place 
within the society is mirrored in 
the conflict between the people of 
the town and country, and in the 
unbridgeable gap between young 
and old. He called his play The 
Land. "An agrarian comedy", but 
many critics see it for the tragedy 
tha t it is. He reveals not only the 
hunger for the land that per-
meated people but shows also their 
servitude and bondage to it. The 
tenant farmers, the i r narrowness 
and devotion, the fierce efforts of 
trapped youths to escape and the 
crushing poverty underlying the 
system are the themes of his 
writings. The realism with which 
he portrays the hard lives of t he 
people, guardians of the glowing 
Celtic legends, was in stark con-
t ras t to the vivid romance of the 
tales themselves. He showed his 
people 

"Toiling a s though to lay with 
spade 

The ghost of want, t he ghost of 
blight, 

In the long furrow they had 
made". 

His plays are seldom if ever 
performed now perhaps because 
they mirror too vividly a despair-
ing past that t h e new Ireland 
would rather forget. 

IT is as a poet t ha t Padraic 
Colum is chiefly remembered. 

He says "My early training as a 
writer was in the thea t re and so 
when . . . I began to write verse 
what I produced to?>k the form of 
dramatic lyrics, poems arising out 
of character and situations, 'A 
Drover', 'A Poor Scholar', "An Old 
Woman of the Roads". The theatre 
being back of me it was inevitable 
t ha t I should continue the writing 
of dramatic lyrics". Today there 
are few anthologies of English or 
Ir ish poetry tha t do not contain 
a good if small collection of his 
work. One of the latest of these 
the Penguin paperback "Irish 
Poetry" has a representative selec-
tion of his poems. His words evoke 
the past for thousands of Irish 
people. 

To Meath of the Pastures. 
From wet hills by the sea, 
Through Leitrim and Longfoid 
Go my cattle and me . . . 

and the old travelling woman's cry 
"Och. but I'm weary of mist and 

dark. 
And roads where there 's never a 

house nor bush, 
And tired I am of bog and road, 
And the cryin» wind and the lone-

some hush". 
A lonely mother laments the 

children she has reared who are 

now scattered to the f a r ends 
of the earth 

"She speaks and the chickens 
gather, 

And they make talk and complain 
While the little moths are 

creeping 
Across the window pane". 
For many children now grown to 

adulthood the poems of Colum 
re-awaken the past. 

A LL his life he was a gentle, 
thoughtful man with a delicate 

understanding of women. In his 
writings he shows a care to express 
their feelings and their sorrows 
with great clarity. He described a 
character in Joyce's play Exiles 
with the words Being a woman 
she has in herself an immemorial 
and universal order". T h e tender-
ness of this treatment of woman-
kind in his writing is deep and 
genuine. 

His poetry is the poetry of sur-
vival in the town . . . 

"in which that street was 
The shabbiest of all places in 
the countryside . . . 

"Nell the Rambler 
She'd come down to our houses 
bird-alone 
From some haunt t h a t was hers 
. . . in pain and poverty. 
"Such a one's child I saw on 
the way 
Scaring crows from a crop, and 
glad to get 
In a wanner house, t he bit to 
eat". 

He drew on his observation of 
life around him and his memories 
of country people encountered end 
never forgotten. 

In 1900 he was living and work-
ing in Dublin, his job as a clerk 
he describes shortly — 

"As profitless in f r iendship as 
in wage . 
My means of living" 

and he was not to occupy it for 
long. On little more than f a i t h and 
hope he married his wife Mary 
Maguire. She tells the story of 
their engagement and marr iage in 
her autobiography "Life and the 
dream". Colum called and found 
her depressed as she contemplated 
the fire into which a rejected suitor 
had flung his proffered ring. Pad-
raic sensibly hauled it out, sug-
gested t ha t (a) she send it back 
by post and (b) she should marry 
him instead. Since Lady Gregory 
was about to produce one of his 
plays at the Abbey their prospects 
were fairly bright. 

Then, when the producers 
changed their minds, t he young 
couple, went to London, thence to 
Paris and eventually to America. 
The excitement of the l i terary and 
artistic life of the two continents 
claimed they were friends a n d con-
fidants of writers and a r t i s t s and 
shared in the new movements in 
literature and painting. 

\ T one of Lady Gregory's tea-
parties Padraic Colum had 

met James Joyce and despite 
Joyce's sometimes ra ther sharp 
tongue remained a loyal if no t un-
critical friend. In London he fur-
nished an introduction to a pub-
lisher likely to be interested in 
Joyce's work. I t was due to his 
efforts tha t the poet Ezra Pound 
was enabled to meet t he Joyce 
family. Later, on, from the USA, 
Padraic and Mary Colum mischiev-
ously let it be known t h a t a great 
Irish writer was being hounded by 
British agents In Europe and 
dollars flowed into a fund for the 
impecunious Joyce. It is typical of 
the modesty of Colum and his 
wife that ' their tribute to the 
author of 'Dubliners' and 'Ulysses' 
should have been called "Our 
Friend James Joyce". I t is hard to 
visualise t h a t cynical and abrasive 
author returning the compliment. 

For the poet himself the re was to 
be no place in the new Ireland 
and finding America congenial and 
welcoming he and his wife setUed 
there. While he wrote and lectured 
she found a variety of ra ther 
prosaic Jobs wryly described in her 
book. 

Shp was not always in good 
health, uov.ever, and when the 
Government oi Hawaii honoured 
him by inviting him to collect the 
lore and legends of the islands 
both were glad to accept and to 
take up residence among the warm 
and friendly islanders. In some of 
bis later poems he recaptures the 
atmosphere. 

"It is evening: it is hallowed 
for being tha t 
Let tumult die within us all: 
Tapu ! 
The spies of heaven, the stars 
re turn: Tapu ! 
And peaceful lieaven covers 
peaceful earth". 

The poet and his wife had no 
children, but his love and care for 
the young was demonstrated in his 
writing and in the warm under-
standing shown to the children of 
friends. Fittingly, one of his early 
books "Sparrow Alone" is to be 
found in many school libraries 
where youngsters can still enjoy 
his whimsical humour. When Lucia, 
the dearly loved daughter of 
James Joyce became hopelessly 
mentally ill i t ' w a s to Padraic and 
Mary Colum tha t the stricken girl 
and her family turned. 
T \ E S P I T E his long life the body 
' ^ of Colum's work is slight find 

as an author he is an elusive figure. 
He wrote much in support of his 
friends and was for many years 
critic and reviewer in influential 
literary journals. His best work had 
been done, however, while his con-
tacts with the grass-roots were 
still strong and later volumes such 
as The Poet's Circuits were mainly 
re-arrangements of earlier pub-
lished poetry. 

He lived in New York in his later 
years, but was an annual visitor 
home. When he died in 1972 a new 
generation of writers was already 
flourishing in the soil prepared 
by him and his contemporaries. 

Here in Newcastle-upon-Tyne the 
libarian who was approached for 
help in unear thing the Collected 
Poems, was dubious. "Padraic 
Colum?'' she asked: "Is he Ameri-
can or English?" On being told 
tha t he was Irish, she replied 
thoughtfully, "I suppose he comes 
under English then". 

Padraic Colum, t h a t gentle self-
effacing Ir ishman would, I think, 
have laughed heartily. 

Tjl P. THOMPSON, the famous 
' J * Labour historian and founder 

the European Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, is coming to 
Ireland in the first week of March, 
to speak at meetings organised by 
Irish CND. Highlight of his visit 
will be a rally in the Mansion 
House Round Room on Tuesday, 
March 2nd in defence of Irish neu-
trality. He will also be speaking at 
a meeting organised by Northern 
Ireland CND in Belfast, and will 
address audiences in Maybooth, 
Galway and possibly Cork. 

Local CND branches throughout 
Ireland are now pressing their local 
Councils to declare their area official 
nuclear-free zones" — which is a 
useful way of making people aware 
of the danger of nuclear war and 
the importance of the peace move-
ment. Derry Corporation is the 
latest to make such a declaration. 

In Belfast the other week 200 
people turned out for a "Poets 
Against the Bomb" gathering at 
which eight contemporary Irish 
poets made statements about the 
war danger and read appropriate 
excerpts from their works. 
T N Bangor every house in the 

town has been visited by the 
local CND branch collecting signa-
tures for the World Disarmament 
Petition. In Dublin every Saturday 
afternoon there are collectors out 
getting signatures for this as well. 

r | ' H E 1982 Young Sc ient is ts 
Exhibition, sponsored by 

Aer Lingus, took place c n the 
w e e k e n d of the blizzard and 
the big freeze, so that those 
w h o attended suffered some 
hardship and the event was up-
staged in the media b y the 
weather . Those who did attend 
w e r e rewarded by a greater op-
portunity than usual to talk to 
the young sc ient i s t s about their 
projects. 

The philosophy of the com-
petit ion is to reward ''scienti-
fic merit" rather than techno-
economic potential : there is 
h o w e v e r a parallel reward sys-
tem developing for the latter, in 
that there are prizes from the 
Confederat ion of Irish Indus-
tries. There are also special ist 
prizes from the Institutes of 
Phys ics and Chemistry. The 
main emphasis, however , re-
mains scientific (i.e. wi th pure-
scientif ic curiosity as the moti-
vat ion) rather than technologi-
cal. This I think wil l increas-
ing ly come to be regarded as 
anachronistic, as the global 
crisis deepens, 
r P H E winner of the coveted 

tit le "Young Scientist of the 
Year" was Martyna Sheehan, 
from Moate, Co. Westmeath, 
w h o identified antibiotic prop-
ert ies in lichens. This project 
w i l l go on to the European com-
pet i t ion at Eindhoven : prev ious 
Irish contestants have a l w a y s 
done wel l . This particular topic 
is perhaps not a front-runner, as 
the antibiotic field is we l l cov-
ered b y the mult inat ionals and 
is beginning to look as if the 
l a w of diminishing returns is 
operating. Another project, by-
A m a n d a Horan of Castleder-
mot , pointed out the dangers of 
animal- feed antibiotics leaking 
through in low concentration 
into the h u m a n diet, w i th the 
deve lopment of resistant bac-
teria as a result. This project, 
though it didn't win a prize, is 
c lose to an important problem 
area. 

These will be presented in time to 
the various national delegations at-
tending the UN Special Session on 
Disarmament in June, which is now 
one of the focuses of international 
peace activity. 

Northern Ireland CND is setting 
up new branches every couple of 
months. There are a t present 
branches in Omagh, Coleraine, 
Ballycastle, Bangor, Newry, Craig-
avon, Belfast, Queens University 
and the Ulster Polytechnic. Nor th -
ern Ireland CND will be holding its 
annual general meeting on Friday, 
February 19th. 
] N the Twenty Six Counties Dub-

lin Trades Council has just 
affiliated to Irish CND. So has the 
Amalgamated Transport and Gene-
ral Workers' Union, on an All-Ire-
land basis, and numerous other or-
ganisations. Irish CND is protest-
ing in the papers at the way in 
which the Irish Government went 
along with the other EEC States in 
issuing a bellicose statement over 
the Polish» crisis. This was the 
s ta tement which led the new Greek 
Government to dismiss their Deputy 
Foreign Minister for agreeing to 
sign it without proper instructions. 

There are widespread fears here 
t ha t if international tension is fur-
ther whipped up over Poland, the 
EEC will fall in totally behind the 
Americans, as happened over Iran, 

(Continued on Page Seven) 

BY 

R. H. W. JOHNSTON 
^ H E R E were severa l p r o j e c t s 

q u a n t i i - i n g the yie ld of 
t r e e s on marg ina l land fo r fue l , 
one on w a v e and t idal p o w e r 
and severa l on so lar e n e r g y 
and w i n d . ><> t h e r e is s o m e 
a w a r e n e s s oi the e n e r g y crisis. 

T h e T u l i a m o r e voca t iona l 
school lads came up w i t h a 
load-carryi .nn side-car e x t e n s i o n 
for a bicycle, t he s h a p e of 
t h i n g s to come, pe rhaps . T r a l e e 
voca t iona l school had gone i n t o 
a h y b r i d vehicle design (i.e., a 
b a t t e r y vehicle with a smal l en-
g ine c h a r g i n g it a t c o n s t a n t 
speed ) . This concept is sound 
and a n u m b e r of p r o t o t y p e s 
exis t , inc luding one by F o r d in 
the U.S. By des igning an e n g i n e 
to r u n at cons tan t o p t i m a l 
speed and load c o n s i d e r a b l e 
e c o n o m y can be achieved ; t h e 
v a r i a b l e load for s ta r t -up , etc., 
can be hand l ed easily w i t h o u t 
s e r ious loss on the e lec t r ica l 
s ide of t he system. 

A T least two projects involved a 
x nuclear fall-out shelter, show-
ing an awareness and concern; 
cross - examination showed some 
grasp of the global politics but a 
lack of comprehension of the neces-
sity and possibility of political work 
to avoid the holocaust. There is 
room here for action by the Irish 
CND. 

One project by Mary Murtagh of 
Ballymote analysed the impressions 
of returning emigrants; some 90% 
were positive, in that they thought 
the Ireland to which they had re-
turned was a better place than they 
had left. 
\ I ICRO - ELECTRONICS showed 

-1 its potential, with a strong 
Northern component: Desmond Dia-
mond of Maghera had a design for 
a robot transporter system; George 
Glass f rom Lisburn had a power 
supply for an industrial switching 
unit (this won a CII award) and 
Colin Lavery of Carrickfergus had 
a process control system (this won 
an Inst i tute of Physics prize). This 
renewed Ulster industrial spirit 
again showed with Martin Williams 
of Lisburn,. who analysed the per-
formance of a vibratory feeder (ie 
for granular solids i. 

Also f rom Ulster (Falcarragh 
Community School, County Done-
gal) came Decian Grady who had 
an impressive radio-controlled mo-
bile robot, somewhat reminiscent 
of Dr Who's "K-9", of immortal 
memory. With this he won a first 
prize in the junior section. 

The main thrust of the argu-
ment in his display was directed at 
reforming educational policy to-
wards practical work, very appro-
priately I thought. Second prize 
in this group went to Ivan Mac-
Donald, of Mullingar, who had 
adapted a telex machine to make 
the punched tape print out in 
Braille, a simple trick tha t could 
be very useful, and one wonders 
why it wasn't thought of before. 

On the sidelines were exhibits by 
AnCO, the Heart Foundation and 
the National Board for Science and 
Technology ; the latter concen-
trated on offshore oil. I t seens 
that we have been training peop'e 
in offshore oil technology quietly 
since 1978; currently there are four 
postgraduate students in Galway 
(doing geophysics), three in Aber-
deen, three in Imperial College, 
three in London University, two in 
Cranfleld and one in Strathclyde, 
all financed by the NBST. So there 
is appreciable human investment in 
the still conjectural petroleum 
bonanza of the future. 

E. P. Thompson for Dublin 
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THE BOYS OF WEXFORD 
I N comes the captain's daughter, the captain of the Yeos, 

Saying : "Brave U n i t e d Ir ishmen, we ' l l ne'er again be foes. 
A thousand pounds I ' l l br ing if you w i l l fly f r o m home w i t h me 
A n d dress myself in man's att i re and fight for l iberty." 

C H O R U S : 

We are the boys of W e x f o r d , who fought w i t h heart and hand 
T o bursl in t w a i n the gal l ing chain and f ree our native land. 

I want no gold, m y maiden fair, to fly f r o m home w i t h t h e e ; 
Your shining eyes shall be my prize—more dear than gold to me. 
I w a n t no gold to nerve my arm to do a t rue man's p a r t -
T o free my land I 'd g lad ly give the red drops f r o m my heart." 

A n d when we left our cabins, boys, we left w i t h r ight good w i l l 
T o see our fr iends and neighbours that were at V inegar H i l l ! 
A young man f r o m our Ir ish ranks a cannon he let g o ; 
He slapt it into Lord M o u n t j o y — a tyrant he la id l o w ! 

W e bravely fought and conquered at Ross and W e x f o r d T o w n ; 
T h r e e Bullet Gate for years to come wi l l speak for our renown ; 
T h r o u g h Walpole's horse and Walpole's foot o n Tubberneer ing's day 
Depending on the long, br ight pike, we cut o u r gory way. 

A n d Oulart 's name shall be their shame, whose steel we ne'er did 
fear 

For every man could do his part like Forth and S h e l m a l i e r ! 
A n d if, for want of leaders, we lost at V i n e g a r Hi l l , 
W e ' r e ready for another fight, and love our country s t i l l ! 

DESTINATION DONEGAL 
A S I stand above the starboard bow and w a t c h the ocean foam, 

As I v iew each new horizon, I feel f a r the r f r o m my home— 
A sailor on a fore ign ship and bound for M o n t r e a l , 
Sure I'd give the w o r l d to make my dest inat ion Donegal. 

il wou ld take my w a y to M a l i n , to Bundoran, to Raphoe 
F r o m Portsalon d o w n to Ki l lybegs f rom Creeslough and Dunloe, 
I 'd wander down by Barnesmore Gap, on everyone I'd call 
A n d I'd view the Bluestack Mountains f r o m the town of Donegal. 

Oh , Donegal, I miss you, and I ' l l never unders tand 
W h y I left you for these far-off lands against m y heart's command 
W h a t e v e r for tune comes my way, w h a t e v e r may befall. 
Sure I know I ' l l make my final destination Donegal . 

THE HOMECOMING 
IN a little pub in London. Moriarty drank his beer. 

And recited wondrous stories of his exploits iar r.nd near; 
"Now an Irish song1" said Kelly. "Best of order one and all!" 
And Moriarty sang for them "The Hills Of Donegal". 

There was cheering at the finish and they called "Encore! Encore! 
But Moriarty told them. "Lads. 1 can't sing any more. 
Then he stood there, sad and silent, gazing down into his tx or. 
And in his eyes there glistened just the starting ol a tear. 

"Are you going home for Christmas?" the friendly barmaid said. 
Moriarty fixed his ga/e on her and slowly shook his head: 
"Sure I haven't been to Ireland now this twenty years or more, 
Mv mother d hardly know me if I walked up to the door." 

' I was born," said Moriarty. "on an island in the west.. 
The last place God created, but the first place that He blessed; 

;ere poor, but we were happy, in our simple little way . . . 
I wish I was a lad again, whistlin' there today! 

We were 
God 

"My father. God be good to him. was drowned one woeful night. 
And my mother left all lonesome—and myself to work and fight; 
So with Jimin Mor McCarthy and young Donal Rlia O'Sheu, 
1 came across to England then to earn an honest pay. 

"1 promised to my mother that I'd soon be home a;_,ain, 
But the curse of drink came on me and enslaved me in its chains; 
And I haven't seen my mother now this twenty years or more . . . 
She's still beyond there waitin' for my footsteps at the door." 

Then someone started singing "See Amid The Winter Snow , 
It was like an old bell ringing far away and long ago— 
And as Moriarty listened, he pushed his glass away. 
And he made a solemn promise he'd be home for Christmas Day 

He scraped up every penny he could get into his hand, 
And coming up to Christmas, he sailed for Ireland; 
His heart was singing softly and he felt content and blessed. 
As the train rolled through the Midlands and brought him to the West. 

In the village of Kilsheela, that night upon the shore. 
He saw across the water dark, his island home once more; 
In the sky the stars were shining and the brightest in the dome. 
Seemed to hang above the Island calling Moriarty home. 

" Tis a grand night for the crossin'," said the boatman. Thomas Bawn. 
(Moriarty didn't know him—'Tis a lifetime I am gone!"); 
And t.hey climbed into the baidin Then the boatman hetird him say; 
"Glory! Glory! God of Heaven1 I'll be home for Christmas Day!" 

In a. lodging house in London, Moriarty s poor abode. 
On a table in the hallway, a message lay unread; 

The message said, "Thfs morning your poor mother passed away, 
She'll be buried in Kilsheela after Mass on Christmas Day." 

The anti-
Irish 

Irishman 
FROM Polar seas to torrid climes, 

Where'er the trace of man is 
found, 

What common feeling marks our 
kind 

And sanctifies each spot of 
ground? 

What virtue in the human heart 
The proudest tribute can 

command? 
The dearest, purest, holiest, best 

The lasting love of Fatherland! 

Then whos the wretch that basely 
spurns 

The ties of country, kindred, 
friends 

That barters every noble aim 
For sordid views, for private 

ends? 
One slave alone on earth you'll 

find 
Through Nature's universal span, 

So lost to virtue, dead to shame— 
the anti-Irish Irishman. 

Our fields are fertile, rich our 
floods, 

Our mountains bold, majestic, 
grand; 

Our air is balm, and every breeze 
Wings health around our native 

land. 
But who despises all her charms, 

And mocks her gifts where'er he 
can 

Why, he, the Norman sneaking 
slave, 

The anti-Irish Irishman. 

The Norman-spawn of fraud and 
guile— 

Ambitious sought our peaceful 
shore, 

And, leagued with native guilt, 
despoiled 

And deluged Erin's fields with 
eon. 

Who gave the foeman footing 
here? 

What wretch unholy led her van? 
The prototype of modern slaves, 

The anti-Irish Irishman. 

For ages rapine ruled our plains 
And slaughter raised his red 

right hand, 
And virgins shrieked and rooftrees 

blazed. 
And desolation swept the land. 

And who would not those ills 
arrest 

Or aid the patriotic plan 
To burst his country's galling 

chains? 
The anti-Irish Irishman. 

But now, too great for fetters 
grown, 

Too proud to bend a slavish 
knee, 

Loved Erin mocks the tyrant's 
thrall, 

And firmly vows she shall be 
free! 

But mark yon treacherous, stealthy 
knave 

That bends beneath his country's 
ban 

Let infamy eternal brand 
That anti-Irish Irishman. 

HUGH HARKIN 

SPANCILHILL 
I AST night as I lay dreaming of the pleasant days gone by 

My mind being bent on rambling, to Erin's M e I did fly ; 
I stepped on board a vision, I sailed out with a will, 
And I quickly came to anchor at the Cross of Spancilhill. 

Enchanted with the novelty, delighted with the scene, 
Where in my early childhood, I often-times have been, 
I thought I heard a murmur, methinks I hear it still, 
'Tis that little stream of water at the Cross of Spancilhill. 

It being on the Sabbath morning, I thought I heard a bell, 
O'er the hills and valleys echoing, each note it seemed to tell, 
That Father John was coming, his duty to fulfil, 
In our parish church in Clooney, just one mile from Spancilhill. 

And when the sermon ended, sure, we all knelt down in prayer, 
In hopes for to be ready to climb the golden stair, 
And then back home returning, we danced with right goodwill, 
To Martin Moylan's music, at the Cross of Spancilhill. 

It being on the twenty-third of June, the day they hold the fair, 
Sure Erin's sons and daughters, were all assembled there ; 
The young and the old, the s'tout and the bold, came there to 

sport and kill— 
Twas a curious combination at the fair of Spancilhill. 

I went to see my old home, and every stone can tell; 
The old boreen was just the same, and the apple-tree over the 

well; 
But I missed my sister, Ellen, my brothers, Pat and Bill, 
For I only met strange faces round my home in Spancilhill. 

I called to see the neighbours, to hear what they might say : 
The old were getting feeble, and the young ones turning grey, 
I met old Tailor Quigley, he's as stout as ever still, 
Sure he always made my britches when I lived in Spancilhill. 

I paid a flying visit to my first and early love, 
She's as pure as any lily and as gentle as a dove ; 
She threw her arms round me saying"Robbie, I love you still" 
She is Mack the Ranger's daughter, the pride of Spancilhill. 

I thought I'd stoop to kiss her, as I did in days of yore ; 
Says she, "You're only joking as you often were tyefore." 
But the cock flew on the roost again, he crowed both loud and 

shrill 
And I woke in California, far, far from Spancilhill. 

AN SPAILPIN FANACH 
( 2 0 deo deo aris ni raghad go Catseal 

Ag diol na ag reic mo shlainte 
Na ar mhargadh na saoire im' shui cots balta 
Im scaoinse a leataoibh sraide 
Bodairi na tire ag teacht ar a gcapaEI 
Da thiafrai an bhfuilim hiralta 
0 teanaim chun siuil ta an cursa fada 
Seo ar siul an Spailpin Fanach. 

Im Spailpin Fanach fagadh mise 
Ag seasamh ar mo shlainte, 
Ag siul an druchts go moch ar maidin, 
's ag bailui galair raithe. 
Ni theicfear corran im' laimh chun toainte, 
Suiste n afeac beag rainne 
Ach bratacha no bhFrannceach os cionn mo leapan 
Is pice agam chun saite. 

Mo chuig cead sian chun duiche m'athar, 
Agus chun an oileain gramhair, 
Is chun buaichailli na Culach os diobh na mhiste 
In aimsir costa an gharda. 
Ach anois o taimse im chadhan bhochi dhealbh 
Imease na nduichi fain seo 
'Se mo chumba croi mar fuair me an ghairm, 
Bheith riambh im' Spailpin Fanach. 

Is robhrea is cuimhin Horn mo dhaoine bheith sealad 
Thia ar droichead Chaile, 
Fe bhuai, fe chaorai, fe laoi bheaga gheala 
Agus capaill ann le h-aireamh. 
Acht b'e toil Chriost e gur cuireadh sinn asta, 
Is go ndeaghamhar i leith ar alainte, 
Is gurbh e bhris mo ctiroi i ngach tir rachainn 
"Call here, you Spailpin Fanach." 

W I L L I A M B L O A T 
I N a mean abode on tlie Shankill Road lived a man named William Bloat 

He had a wife, the bane of his life, who always got his goat, 
Till one day at dawn with tier nightdress on he slit her bloody throat. 

Now he was glad he hatf done what he had as she lay there stiff and still, 
Till a sudden awe of the angry law filled hit soul with an awful chill 
And to finish the fun so welt begun he decided himself to kill. 

Then he took the sheet from his wife's cold feet and twisted it into a rope 
And he hanged himself from the pantry shelf—'twas an easy death, let's hope 
With his final breath and he facing death, he solemnly cursed the Pope. 

But the strangest turn of the whole concern is only just beginning-
He went to Hell but his wife got well and she's still alive and sinning 
For the razor blade was German made, but the rope was Belfast linen. 
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THE UNFORGOTTEN GIANT 

WEST CLARE 
RAILWAY 

"The Irish Narrow Gauge Rail-
way", by J. D. C. A. Prideaux 
(David & Charles). Price 
£5.95. 

THE Irish narrow (3 foot) gauge 
railways sprung up during the 

last quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury, mainly In the North and 
South-wesi. The last of the pub-
lic railways, the erstwhile West 
Clare, was closed by C.I.E. in 1961. 
So for the past twenty years only 
the peat-carrying lines of Bord na 
Mona have carried on the tradi-
tion. The attempt to re-open a 
part of the former Derry and 
Strabane Railway with preserved 
County Donegal Railway's stock 
appears to have foundered, at 
least for the time being. 

However, Derry has the distinc-
tion of being the headquarters of 
the only remaining narrow guage 
railway company, for the buses of 
the Londonderry & Lough Swilly 
Railway continue to run the 
gauntlet of British army road-
blocks on the Derry-Oonegal bor-
der. 

In this book a brief historical 
chapter is followed by photographs 
of the railways, from the opening 
Of some to the closing of others. 
The fascinating monorail Llstowel 
it Ballybunion Is Included. How 
this system, which had Its trains 
draped over an elevated rail like 
panniers on a pack mule, survived 
for thirty-six years, is one of the 
minor wonders of the railway 
world. 

Even with present-day tech-
nology, no satisfactory method of 
operating an extensive monorail 
system, with high speed turnouts 
at junctions, has been developed. 

Unusual for a book of this kind, 
the author has unearthed and 
published some poems written to 
commemorate various railways de-
picted therein. Most are hardly 
glassies of the genre. For Instance 
the Clogher Valley Railway had its 
track laid along the Main Street 
In Fivemlletown. in an eight 
verse tribute written shortly after 
the opening, an anonymous scribe 
•nds with the following: 

The new tramway three time a 
day, she runs both up and down, 

The most mistakes I'm sure they 
make It is in Fivemlletown 

She clears the streets of all she 
meets It Is the whole vexation 

Going up and own through the 
town to artd from the station. 

There is compensation for the 
poetical purists In the ballad writ-
ten by Percy French of the Journey 
from Ennis to Kilkee on the West 
Clare Railway called "Are you right 
there Michael?" This poem de-
serves to be reproduced In full on 
page six of the Democrat. For 
now I'll leave you with the last six 
Hnes, 

And as you're wobbling through 
the dark 

You'll hear the guard make 
this remark: 

"Are you right-there Mlohael, 
are you right? 

Do you think we'll be home 
before the light? 

Tis all depen0in' whether the 
old engine holds together, 

But we might now Michael 
so we might!! ''"> 

BRIAN WILKINSON. 

"Shame the Devil", by Liam 
O'Flaherty. Wolfhound Press. 
(No price). 

/ \NE of the most creative and 
progressive events of the past 

few years in Ireland has been the 
emergence of a native band of pub-
lishers, and eireu in the teeth of 
recession they remain bold and 
energetic. Not only do they pro-
vide an outlet for new Irish writers 
but they also see that the giants of 
the past are not forgotten. Liam 
O'Flaherty, for example, out of 
print for many yesirs, has been re-
published by the Wolfhound Press, 
who not only took on a book of new 
short stories — The Pedlar's Re-
venge in celebration of the author's 
eightieth birthday in 1976, but have 
since reissued nine out of print 
titles, and have now produced the 
autographical work Shame the 
Devil that first appeared in 1934. 
To my great pleasure the frontis-

"Regional Accents of English : 
Belfast", by James Milroy 
(Blackstaff, £5.95). 

'1TVECEIVUD pronunciation," 
own also as the Oxford ac-

cent and BBC English, is losing 
status to regional varieties of the 
language, most noticeably on TV 
and radio. In spite of this, text-
books on phonetics continue to re-
gard RP as a norm to which all 
students are a,ttuned. James Mil-
roy is indeed the first of his pro-
fession to put RP in its place as 
one dialect among countless others. 

This done, he goes on to identify 
the sounds which make up the 
working-class speech of Belfast. 
These consist of 12 (possibly 13) 
vowels and a small" number of 
special consonants. For each 
sound he describes the tongue-
position and palatal area which 
produce it. He also offers sugges-
tions for adapting phonetic symbols 
so as to enable students to re-
cord accurately what they hear, 
emphasizing that the Belfast 
sound-system differs radically from 
RP. 

The analysis is based on field-
work of exemplary thoroughness, 
involving over one hundred hours 
of recorded talk by forty-odd 
people selected to include middle-
aged men, middle-aged women, 
young men and young women from 
three small inner-city areas, one on 
the Shankill Road, one on the Falls 
and one in Ballymacarrett, east of 
the Lagan. Care was taken to in-
clude a large amount of conversa-
tion in which fteldworker and tape-
recorder were inconspicuous 
presences. The sampling there-
fore takes account of all the most 
important variables in regional 
speech — sex, age, exact locality 
and conversational style (i.e. the 
difference between more and less 
formal talk). 

There are two chapters on theory 
and technique, which I found lucid 
in spite of the formidable subject-
matter. In the rest of the book the 
non-specialist reader like myself 
will find reliable information in 
plenty not only on the Belfast ac-
cent but on northern Irish dia-
lects and on the nature of dialect 
itself. Inevitably there are omis-
sions. For example, thfe map on 
p.23 excludes the Glens of Antrim 
from the area of "strong Ulster 
Scot speech," which will mystify 
anyone familiar with the Hebridean 
vocalities of Ballycastle and Cush-
endall. The explanation is that the 
Glens were colonized from the 
Scottish Highlands centuries be-
fore the Reformation and the Plan-
tation of 1610 flooded the adjacent 
country with Lowland Protestants. 

piece portrait of this reissue is 
the sanje glittering-eyed smiling 
face of the young handsome Liam. 
who so took the reading public by 
surprise with his poetic energy 
when he published his first short 
stories in 1923. 

When he published Shame the 
Devil he had ten novels, some of 
the most powerful of their time, 
and several collections of short 
stories behind him. It had been a 
period of almost manic activity, but 
in the early thirties he felt him-
self suffering from that terrible 
curse "writer's block," an enervat-
ing disillusion with the world that 
had received his work with such 
enthusiasm. He saw more ene-
mies than friends around him. 
and in the dedication to the book 
he has printed "I offer this dagger 
to my enemies." That challenge, 
a n d . t h e opening line of the book 
"Man is a bora liar. Otherwise he 

Another omission must be men-
tioned, since it bears directly on 
the purpose of the book. It is not 
sufficient to say, as Mr. Milroy does, 
that Belfast English derives front 
the Scots of north Down and the 
Anglo-English (sic) of the Lagan 
valley. There has to be a Gaelic 
strain in it. When Belfast people 
say "I'm only letting on" or "There's 
no call to lose your temper" they 
are using in one case a Gaelic 
idiom and in the other a Gaelic 
word. 

Mr. Milroy has settled a num-
ber of issues. There are differ-
ences, subtle ones, in pronunciation 
on different sides of the Lagan. 
Broad vernacular is commoner 
among men, especially men under 25, 
than among women, who are also 
more expert at adapting their 

"Good Behaviour", Molly Keane 
(Andre Deutsch, £6.50). 

T N the short list for the last 
' Booker prize there was a very-

dark horse that nevertheless be-
came a strong contender. This was 
Molly Keane, author of Good Be-
haviour. Molly who? You might 
well ask because this was the first 
novel written under that name, al-
though when investigated Molly 
Keane is. not totally unknown. 
From the 1930's to the end of the 
1950's, she produced a large num-
ber of novels and successful West-
end plays under the pen-name "M. 
J. Farrell." Then she fell silent. 

And now in her late career, she 
has produced under her own name 
a novel of great subtlety and wit, 
taking the well worn theme oif the 
holrse-Protestants of Ireland in 
their fading mansions, but invest-
ing" it with such a wicked slanting 
gla. ce that removes it miles away 

THOMPSON 

would not have invented the pro-
verb "Tell the truth and shame 
the devil" give some idea of its 
controversial and energetic style. 

One of the most dominant 
themes in OTlaherty's novels is 
that of a man unable to come to 
terms with his own nature — but 
possessing an indomitable spirit, 
and in Shame the Devil he puts 
his own character under the micro-
scope and scrutinises the experi-
ences that first made him a writer. 
The locations of his development 
range from the Aran Islands to 
Spain; from Germany to the Uni-
ted States; London to the Soviet 
Union. The fact of his birth on 
Aran in 1896 is centra! to his im-
agination. The world of his child-
hood was not far from the Aran 
that Synge knew and O'Flaherty 
later recalled HI was born on a 
storm swept rock and hate the soft 
growth of sunbaked lands where 

language to changes of situation. 
Catholics do not speak differently 
from Protesants. But the present 
generation speak quite differently 
from their great-grandparents. A 
book of 1860 listed "faults"—lexi-
cal, grammatical and phonological 
—in the common speech of the 
day, very few of which turned up 
in Mr. Milroy's recordings. A 
good many of them — for example 
the prounciation of bricks as 
"breeks" — were general in my 
schooldays. 

Regional Ascents of English: 
Belfast will no doubt be influential 
in the study of dialect through 
phonetics, but many will a'.so be in-
debted to it for a deepened per-
ception of the city's personality. 

SEAMUS TREACY. 

from the familiar Anglo-Irish up-
per class world of Somerville and 
Ross or Elizabeth, Bowen. 

The good behaviour of the title 
is that appalling behaviour that 
has reduced the whole class from 
a position of privilege and au-
thority to one of impotent nostal-
gia, all through moral failure and 
blind self delusion. "All my life 
I have done everything for the 
best reasons and the most un-
selfish motives" says the heroine 
as she helps, with consummate 
stupidity and selfishness, to acceler-
ate the ruin of her family. This 
is too witty and elegant a book to 
burden with the weight of allegory, 
but like Henry Green's book many 
years ago, about country-house Ire-
land, "Loving," it seems to be say-
ing something rather profound 
and in its implications is much 
greater than its surface theme 

MARY CAMPBELL 

Fantabsurdity 

there is no frost in men's bone.-, 
Swift thoughts and the swiit 

flight of ravenous birds, and th? 
squeal of terror of hunted animals 
are to me a reality." 

The autobiographies tell us hoor 
he escaped from the isolation and 
poverty of Aran — a visiting priest 
persuaded him to prepare for the 
priesthood and when he was 
twelve he went to a junior semin-
ary m Cashel A clever boy, lie 
went on to the , Dublin diocesan 
seminary. But by 1914 he had be-
gun to doubt his vocation, and had 
become involved in the nationalist 
movement. He drifted into the 
British Army, fought in France, anal 
was shell-shocked. He then wan-
dered for several years before re-
turning to Dublin to fight in the 
Civil War 011 the Republican side. 
That participation was brief but he 
and some others occupied the Four 
Courts in Dublin for some days, 
and that was enough to give hi;w 
the reputation of being a danger-
ous Communist Eventually he 
drifted on to London in 1922, *tid 
started a period of intense crea-
tive work 

A man of extrovert activity in his 
life. O'Flaherty deals with ths 
themes of violence and obession ill 
his work and in Shame the Devi! 
we find the personal characteristics 
that his artistry took and created 
such characters as Gypo Nolan, 
Skerret. Mr. Gilhooley and many 
other central characters who lira 
persecuted by circumstances or 
their own neuroticism. Shame 
the Devil gives us, as actuality and 
not fiction, the artist as hero — 
or villain. 

MARY CAMPBELL 

SAINTS AND 
- SCHOLARS 

"The Saints and Martyrs of 
Ireland", Colonel Patrick Mon-
tague, Colin Smythe. 

I T is traditional to describe Ire-
* land in the centuries before 

the Norman invasion as The Is-
land of Saints and Scholars. The 
late Michael MacLiammoir com-
mented caustically on the inao-
curacy of the title as a general des-
cription of the people of the era, 
most of whom were woefully sin-
ful and ignorant as are all too 
many of us today. But it is a fact 
that Ireland in that period, and for 
quite a while afterward, did pro-
duce an astonishing number -of 
saintly men and women, out of all 
proportion to Ireland's population 
as compared with that of other 
European countries. Most of them 
became far better known in the 
lands now known as France, Ger-
many, Austria, Switzerland and 
Italy where they became mission-
aries and had numerous miracles 
attributed to them (even if one 
may be sceptical about some 
miracles, the significant thing is 
that the people believed they took 
place). 

Colonel Patrick Montague has 
produced a quite fascinating ac-
count of a large number of the Irish 
Saints, supported by much in-
triguing general information 
There were, we learn, four bishops 
in Ireland when St. Patrick ai • 
rived there; the diocese of Emly, 
Co. Tipperary, was founded in the s 

4th Century; St. Patrick, like all 
but five Irish Saints, was never 
canonised; Cataldo (Cathal) is 
widely venerated in Southern Italy, 
on the feast day of St. Fridolin, 
6th March, the town of Sackingen 
in Switzerland is decorated with 
Swiss, German and Irish flags. 

The book contains in small com 
pass a feast of information both 
about the early missionary saints 
those like Laurence O'Toole who 
resisted the Normans, and the 
priests and laymen martyred in the 
16th and 17th Centuries. I wouW 
urge both Catholics and n«a 
Catholics to buy it. 

FOR DUBLIN 
(Continued from Page Five) 

and that the formal neutrality of 
the Twenty Six Counties will be 
eroded further. 

The growth of a popular move-
ment in defence of neutrality can 
prevent this happening, for the 
politicians will then have to look 
over their shoulders at Irish public 
opinion before they go along with 
NATO through the EEC. Irish CND 
Is going t o do its utmost in 1982 to 
m ^ r e ^ s u ^ a ^ M ^ o ^ ^ a y move-

country. , . ;» ... ;r» 'i 

jlllCHAEL Mullen (not the Trade 
Union leader but a teacher in 

Co. Mayo 1 has attempted in his 
novel KELLY (Wolfhound Press 1 a 
venture into his favourite genre, 
the literature of the a.isurd. In 
this romp of Celtic god-like figures 
travelling, through today's Ireland. 
Mr. Mullen draws on the tradition 
of Joyce, O'Casey and James 
Stephens, and many will enjoy it 
as a romp. But in my view the 
world of fantasy needs a certain 
gentleness of approach and the 
use of a richer and softer language 
than Mr. Mullen has here achieved. 
Crudity Is too obtrusive and 

" smacks or t h e eternal student. 
• >*>:t. •> ,)-, •< . ••) p. B. 

NO MORE BREEKS HERE 

SUBTLETY AND WIT 
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APPEAL 
TO YOU 
I : S goodbye to Grays Inn Road, 
* goodbye 10 Kings Cross. The 
tr,sh Democrat has found fresh 
bL.'omodation with the Battersea 
L.'.DOur Party at 177. Lavender Hill. 
1 cnoon. S.W.ll. 

The Irish Bookshop is moving 
i.t well to the same place. 

And this is from the first day of 
February. 

Ol course this entfuls us In mas-
f.ve expense. We haven't as 
wuch space and some of our stuff 
will have to be stored until we can 
make other arrangements. 

The actual process of moving in-
volves expenditure, as does the fit-
ting out of the new premises. We 
tan't just transfer bookshelves to 
a room that's of a different shape. 

Then we have to get the tele-
phone installed. And on top of 
that is the interruption to the 
business of the bookshop until we 
<„n get the new one fitted up. 
'We're carrying a stock of books 
wc can't be selling. 

And then there are all the extra 
3-ttle tilings that can't be budgeted 
l i r but mount up. 

The Association is therefore 
launching a premises fund, which 

are glad to say has so far 
raised £155. but we will need con-
siderably more if we are to keep 
the paper going and get it on its 
feet, 

jj >ERHAPS this is a favourable 
• opportunity to say • .ny'hin^ 

it-out the Irish Democrat and indi-
< ;.:e what other things readers 

do to help keep it going. 
it was started forty-three years 

ipo, in January 1939. Its first 
.Kvued urged Irish people in Britain, 
in their own interests to join their 
appropriate trade unions. One 
issue had articles in it from seven 
Genefal Secretaries. 

It has always been in favour of 
t:u' Irish in Britain organizing so 
i s to maintain their distictive cul-
t .re and way of life. But it has 
always urged them to make com-
mon cause with the English 
workers in matters of common in-
terest, for example improving 
wages, social services and 
{.menities. 

It is totally opposed to imperial-
ism. Many people in England will 
eppose imperialism if some other 
country is at fault and if it is on 
the other side of the globe. We 
say the nearest example of im-
perialism we know of. is the occu-
pation of the six counties, and we 
would take more seriously people 
who talk about military dictator-, 
ships if they did a bit more about 
that one. 

But while we are opposed to 
British imperialism, we are not 
against the British people. But 
we think it is up to them to take 
the initiative in dissolving the 
Vnion, even if the majority in the 
tix counties don't want it, because 
a majority of the people of all 
Ireland want it. 

We do not support the 'pro-
visionals' and indeed do not ad-
vocate violence. At the same time 
we take them as a fact of life that 
' brought about by the imperial-
M policy of partition. What do 
'he British authorities expect if 
they go on the way they do? By 
the same token we do not de-
nounce the ' provisionals", for the 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd (TU), 
Not t ingham Road, Ripley, Derbys, 
and published by Connolly Publi-
cations Ltd. at 177 Lavender Hill, 
London SW11. 

same reason As sensible to throw 
something up in the air and then 
go mad because it comes down 
a g a i n ! But we say t h e cause of 
the trouble is British policy. That 
is what has to be changed. 

' PHIS inevitably brings us into 
* British politics, and the move-

ment which we think the only one 
likely to form a government that 
would act as we wish is the Labour 
Movement, by which we do not 

mean just the Labour Party, but 
Trade Unions. Co-ops. political 
parties and fringes—the lot. 

But not only does imperialism 
occupy six Irish counties, the im-
perialists of Britain and America 
are frantically arming for the third 
world war. .aid want to get con-
trol of the twenty six counties for 
military purposes. We demand 
that there shall be no attempt to 
interfere with Ireland's right to 
neutrality. 

'I""HE Irish Democrat has often 
been a lone voice, only to be 

proved right in the end. 
When the 1951 Cabinet papers 

were put into the Public Record 
Office last month it was demonstra-
ted that Britain held on to the six 
counties for strategic reasons, and 
wanted to entice the twenty-six 
counties into a war against Russia. 
At the time the Democrat was the 
only paper warning about this, and 
nobody believed us. Now it is 
proved. 

In 1955 Mr. Lemass sent a circu-
lar round all the Chambers of Com-

merce asking what they thought 
of Mr. Whittaker s plan to bring 
international capital into Ireland. 
He hardly got one reply. Nobody 
objected. The idea of money 
coming into the country was too 
attractive. 

The Democrat warned that the 
twenty-six counties would build up 
a mountain of debt and a time 
would come when she would wonder 
how to pay the interest on it, let 
alone pay it back. People 
laughed at us. But now that time 
has come. Twenty-five per cent of 
the national income is spent pay-
ing interest, and in 1981 borrowing 
reached fantastic limits. 

And then we were proved right 
about the Common Market. We 
said that though it might stimu-
late some new industries, it would 
destroy the old ones, and the result 
would be higher, not lower unem-
ployment. This month Clondalkin 
paper mills have closed. Every 
month brings its toll. 

Again, the idea of a Bill of 
Rights for the six counties was 
first suggested in the columns of 

the Irtsh Democrat. At one stage 
this became official Labour policy, 
though the Labour government 
proved a disappointment. 

I once went to Leeds where sales 
had stopped. Members of the Irish 
Community told me they knew the 
Democrat was not being sold, be-
cause when it was being sold 
people used to come into the clubs 
and make little comments on cur-
rent events. So the paper helped 
to stimulate thought among the ex-
iles. 

So that 's why you should support 
it. 

What can you do? Place an an-
nual subscription order and get it 
posted to your home every month. 
Have a few copies posted to you 
each month to sell to friends and 
workmates. Take part in the cur-
rent debate by writing your views 
for publication. Let us know what 
you are thinking. And finally, con-
tribute to the premises appeal 
fund, and get your friends to do 
the same. 

And, for that matter, drop 
down to Battersea and look us up! 

YANKS. 
"Y^NKS !" said the tall farmer, 

"I wouldn't gie ya tup-
pence for them !" 

"What's wrong with the 
Yanks ?" probed the Grabber 
Butler. "The Yanks are the best 
of men !" Lofty Kiely sniggered 
quietly to himself, aware of the 
Grabber's tactics. 

"What's wrong wid them is it 
— they're mane, that's what's 
wrong wid the Yanks. The 
munest men out." 

"Begor I always heard tell 
that the Yanks was dacent men 
— sure they have the reputation 
of hospitality beyond in the 
States. They always had full 
and plenty, sure isn't it in the 
words of the oul song — what 
does it say now, 'Where peace 
and plenty reign'." 

"1 don't give a damn what the 
songs say, the Yanks are mane 
and I never met a dacent one 
yet," the tall farmer stuck to his 
guns. "And I had plenty exper-
ience oj them so 1 had." 

"I don't know what experi-
ence you coulda had of Yanks 
above in Ballymartin, there's not 
many Yanks floatin' about up 
there," Lofty Kiely prompted 
slyly and the Grabber Butler 
nodded agreement. 

"We'll have another drink 
now and I'll tell you one ex-
perience — and be the holy man 
it was enough for me '." 

The three drinks were re-
plenished and the tall farmer 
threw his money out with a 
flourish. 

"Go on," said the Grabber. 
"I will," the tall farmer said. 

"It was last May — I was above 
on the boreen there above the 
house taking me ease and I was 
thirsty — if I was to say to you 
now, mister, that poor oul Laz-
arus long-ago was only trottin' 
after me wid thirst I'd be hittin' 
near it. I was parched. All I 
had on me was the half-crown, 
the one half-crown — sure the 
best of a man can get short be-
times '— and I'd come down 
here for a drink only the place 
was full and I didn't know what 
company I'd fall in wid and my 
maybe not be able to hould me 
end up . . . it's embarrassing as 
you know to be t rus t ing to a 
couple of bob like that and not 

knowin' who you might meet. 
Anyway there I was parched to 
the world, debatin' wid meself 
what would I do and the next 
thing along comes this Yankee 
car — oh as long as a bus, 
mister and two big fins behind 
on it like 'twas meant to take 
o f f . 'Twas as wide as a bus, 
too. or maybe wider—the width 
of the boreen, well—and there's 
this big Yank at the wheel wid a 
hat lik^Tom Mix on him and a 
pair of sunglasses and a camera 
round his neck — oh, you know 
the style of them !" 

"Well-dressed men," Grabber 
Butler said provocatively but the 
tall farmer let it pass. 

"Anyway there was the Yank 
and his wife beside him and she 

drinks on me for the sake of 
bit of it, the oul sunken cellar 
where the man was supposed to 
have been starved to death, and 
the window that Lady Margaret 
jumped from to get away from 
her divil of a husband. I showed 
them the tower and the but-
tresses and the banquet room 
that was and I told them all 
ever 1 heard of the history of 
the place. . . . " 

"And a bit more on top, I 
wouldn't be surprised," said 
Lofty Kiely. 

"Matter a damn, I told them 
all about it and the two of them 
were out of their minds with 
joy — they had their two 
cameras going like shotguns, 
snappin' this that and every 
damn thing, getting pictures for 
the folks back at home and all 
excited about the wonderful 
tales they'd have for them, how 
poor Lady Margaret got such a 
scalding from her husband that 
she took a leap out the window 
and the poor divil that the Fitz-
gerald's starved to death below 
in the cellar for badness. .'We 

BY 
DONALL MacAMHLAIGH 

laden down with jewellery and 
the history I could tell them of 
the district. 

i 
Well and good, we arrived at 

the Castle and I took them 
around — I showed them every 
things, nails as long as claws on 
her and a big straw hat. Well 
the Yank puts his head out of 
the window and he flashes me 
a big smile — a moneyed smile 
you might say for he had two 
gold teeth as big as a jennet's. 
'Excuse me boy ' says he, 'we're 
looking for the ruins of Kyle 
Castle, could you direct us to 
it?' 'Why wouldn't I, sure I'll 
come wid you, it's only a mile 
up the road, I'll show you round 
it, sure 'tis full of history, the 
Castle.' 

Well they were delighted, de-
lighted altogether, the Yank 
opened the door for me and off 
we went smooth as butter, there 
was hardly a sound outa the en-
gine and you'd think you were 
floatin' on air. I own to God if 
she struck a rock you wouldn't 
feel it, it was such a plush piece 
of transport. Begor, I says to 
meself, there's money there, this 
buck is loaded. To tell ye noth-
ing but the truth I began to have 
visions of the three of us sit-
ting in a lounge bar somewhere, 
when the tour of the Castle was 
over, with the Yanks plying 

got nothing like this back in 
the States' they kept saying, 
and the cameras going click-
click-click like and all over the 
place till in the heel of the hunt 
you'd swear there wasn't a 
stone in the ould place that they 
hadn't took." 

"Begor they weren't mane 
with their film, it's a costly 
business taking pictures," Grab-
ber Butler observed over the 
rim of his pint. 

"Hang on a minute now and 
I'll tell you how dacent they 
were! They done the Castle 
from top to bottom and in the 
end when they were satisfied 
they couldn't thank me enough 
for taking the time and the 
trouble to show them around. 'A 
farmer wouldn't do that for you 
over in the States,' they said, 
'people are so kind here in Ire-
land, they spare the time to 
talk to you, it's all so very nice 
— I wish we were a bit more 
like that over in America!' 
Arrah sure it was nothing at all 
I told thertj, they were more 
than welcome, wasn't I only too 
glad to make them feel at home 
and to tell them any bit of his-
tory I had. 'You're so lucky in 
Ireland,' the pair of them said to 
me, 'we got no history like you 
have here, we got nothing like 
that at all in the States'." 

"They got what's more im-
portant, they have the oul 
spondulicks," Lofty Kiely re-
marked in a wistful tone. 

"Yes and they know how to 
hang on to them too, so they 
do," the tall farmer snapped 
back. "Wait till I tell you now, 
we got back in the car and the 
Yanks still full of gratitude and 
off down the road again smooth 
as a feather. "Tell me now, 
Pat," said the Yank, "we've had 
such a nice time in the Castle I 
feel quite thirsty — can you tell 
me where we could get a nice 
little drink?" "Begor I could 
sir," said I—no better man and 
me tongue, hanging out like a 
collie's. "They have a master 
pint down the road in Mul-
laney's so they have, as good as 
you'll get.' It's just down the 
road a bit below where you 
picked me, up." 

So 1 sat back nice and com-
fortable and I enjoyin' me thirst 
as you might say but I own to 
God the next thing doesn't the 
anti-Christ pull up the big car 
at the point where he took me 
in and he opens the door for me 
to get out. "Thank you very 
much, Pa t , " says he, "Edith and 
myself will call into the saloon 
you mentioned, and once again 
thank you for being so kind!" 

Well I was flummoxed, I 
needn't tell you — you could 
blow me over with the shock I 
got. The maneness of it and 
they so rich wid their big Cadil-
lac or whatever the divil it was 
and their hats and their 
cameras.". 

"So what did you say ?" asked 
Lofty Kiely with a nudge at the 
Grabber. 

"What did I say ? I'll tell you 
what 1 said ! I didn't swear nor 
curse nor let meself down but 
1 put me hand in me trouser 
pocket and 1 took out the half-
crown and I presented it to the 
Yank. "I'm glad you enjoyed 
the tour of the Castle," I said, 
"and I can recommend the pint 
below in Mullaney's — and 
while yourself and the wife is 
below there have one on me I" 

"Begor you done well!" said 
the Grabber. 

"A dignified act,' 'said Lofty 
Kiely. 

"A noble deed," said the 
Grabber before the fit of laug-
ing made him reel about as 
helpless as a drunken man. 
Lofty Kiely was no better for 
he too began to chortle with a 
mad kind of merriment. Only 
the tall farmer preserved any 
kind.of decorum as he muttered 
into ttis half empty glass about 
the meanness of Yanks. . . . . 


