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THEY ARE 

MADNESS OR TREACHERY? 
j u | R Garret Fitzgerald has announced his intention 

of holding a referendum on a new constitution. 
Dolled up with "progressive" clauses, its essence is to 
withdraw Ireland's claim to sovereignty over the six 
counties. 

This sounds like madness. If the strong current of 
British opinion goes on running for handing the six coun-
ties back to Dublin, Fitzgerald will say "we don't want 
them." 

But there is a more dangerous aspect. The reason 
given for Irish neutrality is that one of the western allies 
occupies Irish territory. If Ireland no longer claims that 
territory, the reason for neutrality falls to the ground. 
Ireland can join NATO, and site nuclear weapons on her 
soil. 

If that's the idea, then it is treachery. 

NATO & EEC 
make war 

on Irish 
neutrality 

" p H E Germans and the British, 
are trying to get the EEC 

to involve itself more in de-
fence and security matters—as 
part of the anti-Russian war-
hysteria they are now trying 
to whip uph 

Their latest move is a danger-
ous threat to such neutrality 
as the Irish State is left with 
in the EEC. At a private get-
together of EEC Foreign Mini-
sters the other week Britain's 
Lord Carrington proposed that 
there should be a formal full-
time secretariat to back up the 
machinery for co-ordinating the 
foreign policies of the EEC 
States. He also proposed the 
extension of EEC foreign policy 
co-operation to include security 
and defence matters. There 
should be regular meetings of 
EEC military experts and the 
Germans want an EEC council 
of defence ministers. 

W A R PREPARATION 

Irish Foreign Minister-desig-
nate James Dooge said that 
such a proposal would infringe 
Irish military neutrality. The 
Irish have hitherto made a dis-
tinction b e t w e e n security 
matters — such as common 
methods of dealing with aero-
plane hijackers or police co-op-
eration—and defence, relating 
to armies and war preparations. 
But this distinction is now 
being rapidly blurred as the 
German and British Foreign 
Ministers and Heads of State 
try to whip the EEC! into more 
active co-operation with NATO. 
NATO matters have been dis-
cussed at recent meetings of 
EEC Heads of State and Gov-
ernment, without either Jack 
Lynch or Charles Haughey 
absenting themselves on dis-

I sociating themselves f r o m 
[what was going on. 

Irish neutrality is in grave 
[danger of being eroded by 
1 stealth. It is being sold under 
the table not openly upon it. The 

ig Peace Movement, in 
North and South, 

l id alert itself more to the 
sr of the EEC. 

POLITICAL 
PRISONERS! 

How many must die to prove it ? PREFABRICATED 
A S far as the IRISH DEMOCRAT is concerned, the men 

^ their comrades, in Long Kesh, are polical prisoners. 
They committed politically-motivated offences. Because of this 

they were tried in a peculiar way which gave the defence reduced 
advantages. But the minute they were locked up, their special 
status vanished and they were called common criminals. 

If they had committed offences Ireland out of the T.U.C. Execu-
for personal gain, then nobody 
would waste sympathy on them. 
Though perhaps if that had been 
the case the Tory party might 
have had some fellow feeling. As it 
is they have to prove their motives 
with their lives. 

ESSENCE M O T I V E 
The essence of the matter is mo-

tive. The greatest act of terrorism 
in world history took place at Hiro-
shima. There was scarcely a word 
of protest against that monstrous 
crime because the Americans 
claimed their motive was to hasten 
the end of Fascism. 

Those men are political prisoners 
because they committed offences 
not for personal gratification but 
for what Lord Noel Baker recently 
called a "noble cause." 

If we had our way, the cackle 
would be cut. Political status, and 
let atf else go hang! And define 
political status as the five de-
mands just the same. 

EIGHT H U N D R E D YEARS 
Now why are sections of the 

British Labour movement reluctant 
to do this? Partly, they do not 
understand the cause these men 
stand for. In the course of eight 
hundred years of resistance to Eng-
land's claim to rule in Ireland, a 
race-memory has built up. Crom-
well massacred the whole popula-
tion of Drogheda. The Lloyd 
George government ordered (yes, 
ordered, see Sir Henry Wilson's 
diaries) the murder of Irish civil-
ians. The Black-and-Tans shot up 
or burned down Irish towns. 

D I F F E R E N T 
Can they not understand that to 

members of a nation that, suffered 
things like this, the bumping off of 
a British soldier is quite a different 
matter from what it would be, say, 
in Denmark or Brazil? 

We do not advocate it. We 
counsel against it. We do riot agree 
with it. But we understand it. 

perhaps there were less worthy 
motives that kept all reference to 

tives may have been thinking oi 
their members in the six counties. 

Now, if there is to be peace in 
these islands, it is essential that 
Unionism should be defeated. We 

BY 
THE EDITOR 

mean it, defeated. And t h a t de-
mands tha t all progressive forces 
dissociate themselves completely 
from the outlook and ideology of 
Unionism. Tha t this ideology grips 
the hearts and minds of otherwise 
decent trade unionists is a menace 
to the safety and security .of all 
the peoples of these islands. The 
British Labour movement should 
use its immense authority against 
Unionism in all its manifestations. 
Unionism is not a democratic ex-
pression of a section of the Irish 
people, as some punk theorists are 
trying to make out. I t is some-
thing which was put there by Bri-
tain, and should be disowned in the 

who are on hunger strike and 

process of making restitution to the 
Irish nation. 

FRUSTRATSON 
There is not a great deal of time 

to lose. Those of us who have 
watched developments in the field 
of Ir ish affairs over the years are 
afraid of one thing. Some young 
person, desperate with frustration, 
will do something foolish ill Britain. 

There is increasing interest in the 
Irish question. Political parties are 
learning tha i they cannot ignore it. 
and must in their own interests 
take it up. But we know from ex-
perience the disastrous effects of 
the Birmingham explosion, how it 
gave- every enemy of Ireland his 
excuse, disrupted the solidarity 
movement with the Irish people and 
drove the Irish into ghettoes from 
which they have only recently 
emerged. 

The republicans can. by their 
courage and sacrifice, bring the 
errors of the Thatcher government 
to world attention. But it will stop 
there unless a means is found either 
to convince the incumbent of 
Downing Street, or to replace her. 
For this, a political movement in 
England, is required. 

If such a movement reached a 
point where it was actually within 

Continued on Page Five. 

MOSQUES 
( * LESS what Ireland is now e.\-
^ * porting? Prefabricated mosques 
for oil-rich Arabs, no less. I t is out; 
oi the latest business developments 
in what was once known as the 
Island of Saints and Scholars ! 

The company involved, S a i m o 
Ltd.. is a joint venture between 
local Irish businessmen and Arab 
business interests. In the past two 
years it has won export orders 
worth £3 million in the Middle 
East. It produces cold stores, air-
c ra f t hangers and warehouses and 
the mosques use very much the 
same kind of prefabricated p a r t s -
large wall panels, sa lens , doors 
and windows. Mosques built by the 
company have gone up in Riyadn, 
Jeddah and Taif in Saudi Arabia, 
and most recently in Dharan on 
the Persian Gulf. 

All sorts of Irish-Arab commer-
cial links are growing these days. 
There have been rumours of Arabs 
setting up ,a special private hos-
pital in Ireland and local doctors 
and dentists tell of far more Arabs 
coming to Ireland for t reatment . 
They are fed up of being rooked 
in London by get-rich-quick mer-
cenary medics. The College of 
Surgeons is also now taking a sig-
nificant number of Arab students 
and the Arabs are trying to entice 
Ir ish doctors and dentists out to 
staff hospitals in the Arab world, 
especially Saudi Arabia. 
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THE WORLD ENERGY CRISIS 
I . 1 

I : l.fc. , i t t f«t ica v. .>.- I .ii 
Western E.r.ope.in ;>! < — : 

,:, i:!;u;l L'N ,-p. . i;.li>t 
.•!). .-.:.!'' Ii It)>>r. platv :n N.i.i 
K"ii\.i All.ust oj «lis> y a r M 
i t'lc: > I h a e m I'D t-'S'f ' -
p.ir.iii.nn in f i le witli the en: • •:;' 
t,i.4r.. -u til tli>' imperialist p . 

101' l )r l! l | i l l i the UN. I;,.. 
Hut it miuu'i ically uoininat' i: i.;. 
developing countries 

"I lit' lilPV 01 tllC CUllt 1 t'DCI- A .i-i 
"Hi"., and )'enewab'.e souice?- :»t 
eiu-i 4'.". and the ob.ective iva., t.j 
attcii'.pt to chart a course for t:.-
v.oild through the difficult coniiiu 
|)i'i".i'i! of transition tr.'in dejviiJ-
en.v >11 tossils fuel i primarily oil • 
to .i pi'i'ioci m the tuture when v.e 
Kill increasingly have to drpen.: 
,i!'. . e : It'!* sources 

l -OK the purposes of this comei-
enee. the term new" was put 

to allow consideration ol some non-
renewable sources that have not 
hitherto been widely used, taut can 
be brought 111 to helo tide us o\er 
a.s the oil supplies dwindle. Such 
sources include geothernial energy, 
tar-sands and peat, the latter 
being a borderline case in that iti 
temperate /ones it is renewable 
over a period of centuries or mil-
lenia. while ill the tropics it accum-
ulates quite rapidly when the con-
ditions are right. Nuclear ener-y 
was excluded from the agenda, it 
beinu argued that it constitutes by 
now an established energy-source, 
with us own UN agency, also that 
like coal, it is non-renewable. 

The renewable energy sources 
considered have in common the 
fact that thev depend on a rather 
loan-lived. (netir'!'. remote and 
.stable nuclear realtor, namely, the 
sun 

The renew ab'.e ener-;v sources 
considered were tile following 

i • Direct solar, subdividing into 
• i photovelta'.cs. or direct 
•aversion to electricity using 

by 
R H. W. JOHNSTON 

a i i'.o.sensitive semi-con-
::e\ ice • o i coin en; ra-

; l- -; driving a heat engine 
•> ' . - '..tr energy foetissed by 
r> p.uabolic mirror <c low-
' . ' " ' . .r.ure thermal 

I;.: solar, i.e. depending 
•.' ' v eather system, which 

..» - ..•'.-powered <a> wind ib» 
•-.•a waves >ci hydro 

.! • B.. --s. i.e. using the ability 
r : . :.<iv.a to use solar energy 

•.'. i'. e carbon fro.a th • 
i '. -'.: iiii-i it in wood 

' r h E T . E as a mass of techno-
ee information made 

available r: an the reports of vari-
ous v. T.-:.r.j expert commissions, 
tii t t...:. functioned prior to the 
confer r. '1 he conference itself. 
h.c've1. e; v.as not technical, it was 
political, or maybe techno-political. 
The ;:' : --.'.'. obiective was to ex-
amine . • political and institu-
tional b. :: iers to the energv tran-
sition ti. ghout the world. 

live •. 'Ceeding's took place at 
three levels. There was a plenary 
session, a dressed by the govern-
mental representatives, who contri-
buted rational papers defining 
their ow.>. renewable energv poli-
cies. The effect of the UN Confer-
ence car. therefore already be de-
r.neri it. positive terms, in that 
most eo ernments had to sit down 
and thin-: out a policy, consulting 
their experts). Tri some cases 
Prim? Ministers delivered their 
national papers: Sweden. Canada. 
India a n : Jamaica were in this 
categor . More usually it was the 
Energy Minister; in the Irish case 
it was the Minister for State re-
sponsible for Development Co-op-
eration Mr Jim O'Keefe. 

The "amaican case was interest-
ins. in that there had recently 
been a change in government to-
wards the right, presumably with 
the s'.iopci't of the multi-nationals. 

it no: the CIA The Jamaican 
P r a r e Minister proposed that UN 
rcspon-iLihty for the fostering of 
renewable energy should be vested 
in the International Alomic Energy 
Agency 1 v suitably extending the 
terms ol reference of that bodv 
Nobody took this seriously How-
ever, it ties in with the US posi-
tion. which was to block any 
special agency to concentrate on 
energy problems from being set up 
In this the US was largely suc-
cessful m that the total fruit of 
the conference in UN organisa-
tional terms is a small unit in the 
Secretary-General's office which is 
supposed to co-ordinate the energy 
interests of the main UN agencies, 
along the lines of the action pro-
gramme that was agreed in the 
conference commissions (i.e. at the 
second level of the conference). 

TJiHE Jamaican position was pos-
1 sibly a naive admission tha t 

the motivation behind the blocking 
actions of the US is to discourage 
rapid development of "renewables" 
in thp interests of developing the 
market for nuclear reactors widely 
in the Third World. Environmental 
concern in the developed countries 
has slowed down the output of the 
nuclear industry to a trickle. If 
this can be reversed by a vigorous 
Third World marketing drive, a 
happy postion of strategic depend-
ence on the US can be achieved, 
and the supply of military pluto-
nium kept in full spate. (The effect 
on the non-proliferation treaty of 
the rapid spread of nuclear tech-
nology to the Third World military 
dictatorships would of course be 
disastrous i 

The third level of the confer-
ence was an assembly of related 
non - governmental organisations 
i NGOs i, which have a recognised 
lobbying role in the UN system. 
This group contributed significantly 
to the Action Programme, present-
ing its findings on the Tuesday of 
the second week, before the gov-
ernmental drafting was complete. 

A LTHOUGH the NGOs were 
' ' nominally international bodies 
te.g. the Asian Institute of Tech-
nology, or the World Federation 
of United Nations Associations) in 
fact they tended to subdivide into 

HISTORY OF REPUBLICANISM 
•Iris': Nationalism", by Scan Cronin (Accd:rv: Press, Dublin). No price given) 

IN -he present critical situation 
with, re.;.,id i Northern Ire-

Ian any writings which clarify 
oui thinking about the true 
nature ot Irish nationalism ere 
helpftil. 'I hose two volumes are 
therefore welcome because both will 
help counteract the confusion mis-
understanding and deliberately 
false interpretations which often 
sunound this subject. 

Sean Cronui's book is a broad 
survey of the history and ideology 
of Irish republicanism from the 
mid-18th century up to the present 
day. It has short but informative 
chapters on the United Irishmen, 
the Young Irelanders, and the 
spread of nationalist sentiments 
during the second half of the 19th 
century, culminating in the 1916 
Rising. The author's analysis is 
longer and more detailed for the 
post-Partition period which is sen-
sible as it was during those dis-
mal decades that so many seeds of 
the present troubles were sown. 
The author is an important witness 
here as he was a Republican acti-
vist himself in Ireland during the 
1950s. and knows many of those 
now engaged in the national 
struggle personally. He is now 
Washington correspondent of j 
Irish Times. 

| iRONIN is in the Wolfe Tone 
" tradition of Irish republicanism 

that is, he believes tha t Catho-
lic. Protestant and Dissenter should 
unite under the common name of 
Irishmen —and has some shrewd 
comments about the way in which 

pohties ar.- religion have become 
mter-tivir.ee; in Irish history. 

He i iw. , the noint that where-
as i.r certain countries, including 
England, the Reformation was asso-
ciated w:';n the rise of the middle 
cias,-es. the spread of capitalism, 
and the growth of parliamentary 
democracv. this was not true in 
Ireland where Protestantism from 
the beginning was associated with 
the invasion of foreigners, seizure 
of land, ana tiie imposition of an 
Aserndanc" class. Similarly in such 
countries as Spain, Italy. Portugal 
and pre-revolutionary F r a n c e . 
Catholicism was associated with 
feudalism and despotic monarchies. 

B O O K R E V I E W 

But in Ireland the Catholic re-
ligion was the fai th of the mass of 
the people, the church of the poor 
and oppressed, and for centuries 
was identified with resistance to 
British imperialism. This gave it 
a democratic and republican 
flavour often lacking in other 
countries. He quotes Connolly to 
support this thesis. Writing in 
Forward in 1913 Connolly said 

"I believe that it is true to say 
that, politically speaking, the Pro-
testantism of the North of Ireland 
has no parallel outside this coun-
try, and that the Catholicism of 
the Irish Catholics is, likewise, 
peculiar in its political trend. 

To explain—I mean that, whereas 

Protestantism has in general made 
for political freedom and political 
Radicalism, it has been opposed to 
slavish worship of kings and aris-
tocrats." Here, in Ireland, the word 
Protestant is almost a convertible 
term with Toryism, lickspittle loy-
alty. servile worship of aristocracy 
and hatred of all that savours of 
genuine political independence on 
the part of the "lower classes." 

And In the same manner, Catho-
licism which in most parts of 
Europe is synonymous with Tory-
ism, lickspittle loyalty, servile wor-
ship of aristocracy and hatred of 
all tha t savours of political inde-
pendence on the part of the lower 
classes, in Ireland . . . it is almost 
synonymous with rebellious ten-
dencies, zeal for democracy, and in-
tense feeling of solidarity with all 
striving upwards of those who 
toil." 

A S ell as valuable historical 
analysis, Cronin offers much 

information and plenty of shrewd 
comment about the events of the 
last fifteen years in Northern Ire-
land. His bibliography makes an 
excellent checklist though it tends 
to be rather heavily biased to-
wards American rather than Euro-
pean sources. There are several im-
por tan t appendices, particularly 
the text of the British Army in-
telligence report on the strength 
and tactics of the provisional I.R.A. 
which was leaked (possibly by the 
army itself) to the Press in May. 
1979. 

FLANN CAMPBELL 

LETTERS 

21 
N archaelogical dig on the 

' River Bann near Coleraine has 
uncovered evidence that Ireland 
was inhabited 9.000 years ago, 
which is 1,000 years earlier than 
people had previously thought. 

Carbon-dating of food remnants 
found at the site give dates rang-
ing between 7,000 and 6,800 B.C. 
There are remains of the founda-
tions of huts about 18 feet across, 
which probably had dome-shaped 
roofs. They were built by sticking 
a circle of sturdy saplings into the 
ground and lashing their tops to-
gether. The rubbish pits found 
showed that settlers ate wild pigs 
and hares, as well as fish and 
birds. The charred nut-shells ol 
hazel nuts, which were also a staple 
food item, were the main source 
of the carbon, whose atomic decay 
makes possible the dating of the 
find. Probably about 8-12 people 
lived in each hut. Large numbers 
of stone flints were found, which 
were used as basic tools. 

,1 \ R Woodman of Ulster Museum 
^ was in charge of the dig. He 
said that there have been other 
finds recently in Lough Boora, Co. 
Offaly and Carrowmore, Co. Sligo. 
which may indicate stone age 
settlements going back to 7,500 
B.C. He says: "These finds to-
gether with the discovery of stone 
flints along the east coast of Ire-
land, have thoroughly overturned 
the old notion that man first en-
tered Ireland in the extreme north-
east after a short sea crossing from 
Argyle in Scotland. 

"They suggest a picture of Ire-
land's first settlers totally different 
from that of hungry 'strandloopers' 
who were unable to penetrate the 
island interior and did little more 
than scavenge a living along shore-
line and river. A millenium or 
more has been added to Ireland's 
prehistory and meaningful assem-
blages of ar tefacts can now take 
the place of the wave-eroded flints 
tha t for so long represented the 
totality of early Irish material 
culture." 

I ) 
EAR S'r, 

R. H. W. JOHNSTON 

national groupings to lobby their 
governmental representatives The 
US component of the NGOs were 
continuously and visibly at logger-
heads with the US delegation, ex-
posing to the world the policies of 
the Reagan administration. By 
comparison, the EEC group were a 
beacon of enlightenment. There was 
no NGO component from the 
Eastern bloc, which was a pity, be-
cause what the Eastern bloc dele-
gates were saying in the UN Con-
ference proper was being paralleled 
by the NGOs, without the latter 
being aware of it. For example, the 
link between the arms programme 
and the energy crisis was, one 
would imagine, obvious common 
ground, yet not as much was made 
of this as might have been 

Despite the blocking by the US. 
the UN Conference will undoubt-
edly be seen in 10 years' time (if 
we can avoid nuclear war) as a 
turning point in world history, a 
starting-point for the development 
of a truly global energy policy. 

THE VERY 
FIRST IRISH 
DISCOVERED 

As a subscriber to your paper 
I submit the following item that I 
hope you will consider publishing 

The New Zealand H Block Com 
nnttee has been formed and has 
branches in the main population 
centres. It has been active with 
publicity on the Irish situation, 
with particular reference to the 
H Block prisoners and to with 
drawal of British troops from Not 
them Ireland. Films have been 
shown, a teach-in was held in 
Auckland, and regular pickets hav® 
been held outside the offices of the 
British High Commission through-
out - our country Seminars are 
being held in Auckland and Well-
ington < 

JUDITH W. BIRD 
i Wellington member of New 

Zealand H Block Committee). 

|%EAR Sir, 
On Thursday 10th SeptenUto.-

the South London branch of ttit 
Connolly Association held a meet-
ing on South Africa. 

Barry Gilder from the African 
National Congress agreed to speak 
to the branch on the current situa-
tion there. He spoke on the work 
of the A.N.C. In its struggle t j 
combat the corrupt South African 
regime. 

I found his talk most informa-
tive and he came across to me a t 
a man who loves his country deeply. 

As I say, that 's how I found him. 
God knows what he thought of us! 
Out of a branch of a hundred 
members only three bothered t) 
turn up. 

I'm sure Barry Gilder is a very 
busy man, with many commit-
ments. If he can give up some o f ' 
his time to speak to us, surely w* 
can make the effort to get up off 
our arses to come along and listeni 

There is only one way to descrlitol 
the turn-out and that 's "disgrace-
ful." Ah! but sure it's the sama 
old story, "everybody's going to get 
along" but somehow, something 
always crops up. 

In my view if the uniting of lre>-; 
land was solely dependent on thaf 
turn-out at South London meet-
ings, we can look to another 80). 
years of John Bull's tyranny. 

SI08HAN McNULTY. 
(South London members, please 

note -Editor i. 

J '^EAR Sir. 
I applaud Mr Freeson, and' 

everybody else who supports a 
united Ireland, but I deviate on 
one issue which Sinn Fein adhere 
to. Northern Protestants can never' 
fit into a united Ireland. They arc 
not Irish by race, and not only do| 
they not consider themselves Irish, 
they are openly hostile to the Irisl 
nation, bu t why should even this] 
be a bar to a thirty-two count; 
republic, when it is the will of the 
native Catholic population. If the 
Protestants are so loyal, let them 
be repatriated to Britain. 

What I am suggesting may soun 
extreme, but if they remain in a, 
united Ireland, the conflict will 
simply pass from Westminster par 
liament to the Dail and onlf| 
Britain will benefit. Ireland mu_ 
not only be free and Socialist, i 
must be Catholic and Nationalist. 

Please pass this on to Mr Free 
son. 

HUGH E. EGGLETON 
Abingdon, Oxford. 

(Well, here it is. Over to Mr Free 
son. Unless a Protestant nati6na 
list has something to say 
Editor). 

^ ' - d E w 
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MODERN IRISH POLITICAL PARTIES 1. 

A S a result of readers' requests, the "Irish Democrat'* is 
^ ^ going to publish a series of articles giving an account 
cf present-day Irish political parties. It is inviting inde-
pendent writers, and allowing them freedom to express their 
own opinions, with which readers can agree or disagree. 
Among those who have promised to contribute is Dr. Flann 
Campbell. Pat Byrne who writes this first article, was joint 
secretary with Frank Ryan, of the Irish Republican Congress, 
1936 -1938. He is General Secretary of the Campaign for 
Democracy in Ulster, and a member of the National Council 
of the Labour Committee on Ireland. He was for many years 
a Labour Councillor in Norwood, London. 

"We are Fianna Fai l (Warriors of Des t iny) 
Our lives are pledged to Ireland." 

Irish National Anthem. 

"Ĵ 'HE principal political parties 
in the Republic, with the 

exception of Labour, boast ro-
mantic Gaelic titles. Whilst this 
•practice may enrich current 
political phraseology, it does 
little to enlighten the student 
of Irish history on the place 
these parties occupy in the social 
stratification of modern Ireland 
and their corresponding social-
political aims. 

Fianna Fail, and their rivals, 
l i n e Gael ("The Irish People") 
have their roots in the civil war of 
1822-23, which followed upon the 
signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty 
in December 1921. The Treaty had 
been passed in the Irish Parliament, 
the Dail, by a majority of eight. 
The defeated minority believed tha t 
the Republic had been betrayed and 
lesorted to a rms to uphold it. The 
great Sinn Fein Party ("Self-
Reliance"! was rent beyond repair. 

The defeated Republicans contin-
ued to recognise the second Dail, 
in which the Sinn Fein deputies sat, 
as the legitimate government, al-
though it had neither the means 
nor the power to act. The IRA con-
tinued to give it their allegiance 
until September 1925 when a maj-
ority of Sinn Fein deputies indicated 
tha t they proposed to abandon the 
abstentionist policy, and enter the 
Free State Parliament. The IRA 
withdrew their support of the 
second Dail, and became an .nde-
pendent body. Some radical mem-
bers of the Army Council, such as 
Peadar O'Donnell and George Gil-
niore urged the adoption of a social 
revolutionary policy, but this was 
defeated in favour of a purely mili-
tary stance, devoid of "party poli-
tics."' 

Shortly af ter midnight on Aug-
ust 11, 1927. a majority of the dis-
sident Sinn Fein deputies issued a 
statement to the effect tha t a new 

party had been formed, to be known 
as Fianna Fail: they would comply 
with Article 17 of the Constitution 
(containing the Oath ol Allegiance 
to the British Crown) on the clear 
understanding that their compli-
ance was an "empty formula," and 
they would take their seats in the 
Free State Parliament. From tha t 
moment Fianna Fail never looked 
back. They came within one vote of 
obtaining a majority in the Dail 
a f te r the general election of 1927, 
and were finally swept to power in 
the general election of February 
1932, under the leadership of 
Eamonn de Valera, considered by 
many of his contemporaries to be 
the "wiliest Constitutionalist since 
Parnell." 

[jiIANNA Fail had received con-
siderable support from the IRA 

in the election campaign. Two days 
a f t e r taking office talks were com-
menced between de Valera and 
members of the Army Council 
(1RA1 about the possibility of fus-
ing the two movements under de 
Valera. They both drew their sup-
port f rom the urban and rural 
working class and 'Me small farm-
ing community, and their aims were 
almost identical. De Valera out-
lined his proposals to remove from 
the Constitution all non-Republi-
can features such as the Oath of 
Allegiance ana the Governor-
General. It was not his intention 
to declare a Republic at tha t stage, 
but a new Constitution was visu-
alised on the lines of his Document 

FIANNA 
FAIL 

F 

BAN THE PLASTIC BULLET! 
irpHE law is the protector of the 

life, liberty, property, and 
human rights of the citizens. The 
agencies which administer the law 
can only command confidence 
pmong the people if they are seen 
to be busy protecting the people 
impartially, more especially in any 
rase where the forces of law and 
crder are themselves alleged to be 

• aggressors. 
The Internat ional Tribunal of 

Inquiry into Death and Serious 
Injuries caused by Plastic Bullets 
in N. Ireland met in Belfast 3-4 
August. It concluded that the plas-
tic bullet was a lethal weapon, t ha t 
ever three months, end of April to. 
July, there was widespread indis-
criminate shooting by plastic bul-
lets. of people not involved in riots 
which in view of the total lack of 
official response to complaints led 
to an assumption that the deaths 
and injuries were tacitly tolerated 
by the authorities. 

Since April 1981 seven persons 
have been killed by plastic bullets, 
all innocent of taking part in riots 
— Paul Whitters (15). Julie Living-
stone (14), Carol Ann Kelly (12), 
Henry Duffy (45). Nora McCabe (30), 
Peter Doherty (39), Peter Magennis 
(41). There is no evidence or sign 
observable to the public tha t any 
investigation is taking place into 
their deaths. Not a single one of 
the witnesses of these crimes ear-
ned out by the RUC and the British 
Army has been interviewed by the 
RUC themselves. A few who volun-
teered to give statements at RUC 
stations were received with bad 
grace and some threatened by legal 
proceedings for rioting. 
r P H E RUC were seen to be busy 

about the protection of the 
citizen in the case of the nine year 
old girl from Rallinderry who was 
.so tragically abducted and found 
niiurdered in a lake. The whole 
community was moved and the RUC 
exerted themselves very publicly in 
promoting an investigation. But 
when a 12 year old girl had the 
back of her head shattered, by a 
plastic bullet -fired by the British 
Army in Twinbrook and a 14 year 
old girl suffered a similar fa te on 
the Stewartstown Road at the hands 
of the British Army in the pres-
riice of jeep loads of RUC officers, 
nothing was done and nothing was 

FATHER DENIS FAUL and 
FATHER RAYMOND MURRAY 

seen to be done. What a startling 
contrast! Who can explain the 
different treatment given to the 
tragic and criminal deaths of these 
three little girls? 

When seven people have been 
killed by a particular weapon in a 
space of three months t ha t should 
give grave worry and anxiety to 
those responsible for law and order. 
There should be a reappraisal of the 
weapon. The call from the Inter-
national Tribunal to ban the 
weapon should be headed. An im-
mediate public inquiry should be 
held into the circumstances ol each 
of the seven deaths by the author-
ities of the state and the RUC. The 
total of 13 deaths of Catholics, 
many of them children, from rub-
ber and plastic bullets is as great a 
disaster proportionately to the 
Catholic nationalist population of 
the North as Whiddy and Stardust 
are in the South. The Irish Gov-
ernment has set an example in its 
public and meticulous inquiries. The 
authorities of the state and the 
RUC have done nothing and noth-
ing will happen because a political 
decision has been made by the Brit-
ish Cabinet to blow the heads off 
Irish women and children by use 
of a firearm which Mr Whitelaw 
would not use in the recent riots 
in Great Britain. The RUC and the 
British Army have been given 
c.arte-blanche to use this firearm to 
crush ruthlessly the population in 
the poor Catholic areas. 

A firearm is legally defined as 
• any lethal barrelled weapon from 
which any shot, bullet or other 
missile can be discharged . . . " 
(see Moore v Goodenh—196-, I 
W.L.R. 1308, DC.; and the Fire-
g.rms—N. I .—Order 1981 Par t I Inter-
pretation). The lawyers in a sub-
mission to the International In-
quiry said — "We do not know if, 
for the purpose of the Yellow Card, 
the gun which fires a plastic bullet 
has now been included in the term 
'firearm.' If ' t has not been, then 

it seems to us that it ought to be. 
The manner of discharge, by an 
explosive charge, the high muzzle, 
velocity of the projectile and the 
deadly effects are well known, and 
place it firmly in the category of a 
firearm." We are disturbed that the 
instruction for firing the plastic 
bullet gun calls for direct strike. I t 
is clear that a direct strike to the 
head or chest under 70 metres could 
cause death, and certainly serious 
damage. The instruction say tha t 
it should not be fired at less than 
20 metres. But there is general evi-
dence from witnesses that the guns 
have been fired as close as six 
yards. Do the commanders and 
political leaders care even about 
this instruction or see that it is 
followed? 

A T the recent International In-
1 quiry no surgeons from the 
leading hospitals in Derry or Bel-
fast attended or were willing to 
give evidence about the dreadful 
effects of the weapon. Their per-
formance in the hospitals has to a 
certain extent prevented more 
deaths, because quite often vital 
organs have been hit in the shoot-
ings. By contrast, however, when 
a young black professional foot-
baller was struck by a CS gas car-
tridge in Toxteth, the surgeon who 
treated him went on television 
under his own name and protested 
about the use of that illegal weapon. 
Obviously here the sense of medical 
ethic- gives way to political fears 
of harassment and disfavour. 

The doctors who attended the 
International Inquiry all agreed 
tha t the effects of the plastic bul-
lets are worse than rubber bullets 
and they had been withdrawn in 
1975 because of their dangerous ef-
fects, The doctors agreed that plas-
tic bullets should be banned. Most 
of those severely injured are child-
ren, young men and women. The 
most serious cases are the head in-

(Continued on page 5) 
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No. 2 which featured in the Treaty 
debates in 1921. (This document 
provided for a Republic within the 
British Commonwealth, recognising 
the Sovereign as the Head of such 
an association. This was later to 
be accepted as a suitable basis for 
India's membership of the Common-
wealth). However, the IRA leaders 
were not convinced and no amal-
gamation took place. 

The Fianna Fail Government did 
abolish the Oath and the Governor 
General. But, the most fa r reach-
ing change and the one to have 
momentous consequence for Bri-
tain and Ireland, was the decision 
to retain the Land Annuities. 

The Land Annuities were pay-
ments made twice yearly by farmers 
to set against the capital cost tha t 
had been involved in buying out the 
hated landlords. As this cost had 
been met by the British Govern-
ment, the new Free State Govern-
ment had agreed to collect the an-
nuities from the farmers, through 
the Land Commission, and hand 
the monies over to London. The 
total sum involved was about £5 
million a year. The payment of 
these annuities had been bitterly 
resented and when an agitation T.O 
have them abolished commenced 
in County Donegal, instigated by 
the redoubtable Socialist-Republi-
can, Peadar O'Donnell, the move-
ment spread nationwide. Fianna 
Fail, with the utmost reluctance 
were sucked into the campaign and 
legislation to withhold the annui-
ties was passed in the Dail. The 
"National Government' ' at West-
minster, led by the Labour traitors 
Ramsay MacDonald. and J. H. 
Thomas, over-reacted to this meas-
ure and imposed savage taxes on all 
Irish goods entering Great Britain. 

' P H I S cold, 
for six 

or economic, war lasted 
years. Irish industri-

alists were hard hit, but the farm-
ing community,, especially the big 
grazers, or ranchers, sustained 
catastrophic losses. 

Nevertheless, despite the hardship 
caused by these punitive measures, 
imposed during the world depres-
sion of the early Thirties, the people 
in general remained loyal to the 
Fianna Fail Government, but not 
all. The Opposition Party, Cumann 
na nGaedheal ("The Irish Party"), 
led by W. T. Cosgrave. developed a 
"military wing" known as the Blue-
shirts. 

This was a Fascist organisation 
which indulged in the antics and 
trappings of the Italian Blackshirts, 
and the Nazi Brownshirts, whom 
they sought to emulate. A proposed 
march on Dublin, as Mussolini had 
marched on Rome, and Hitler on 
Munich, ostensibily with the object 
of seizing Parliament, and over-
throwing the government, was de-
feated by a mobilisation of Social-
ists and Republicans, who drove 
them off the streets, but without 
any help from Fianna Fail. 

The stated aim of the Blueshirts 
was to restore "Law and Order." 
Lord Muskerry saw them as "the 
new evangelists, who in their uni-
forms of St Patrick's blue, would 
drive the reds out of Ireland as the 
Saint had driven the snakes." The 
poet W. B. Yents wrote a marching 
song for them, and Ernest Blythe, 
a former Cosgrave Cabinet Minister, 
declared that the Dail was "a mis-
cellaneous assembly and not suit-
able for modern government." 

However, a positive aspect ol the 
economic war was that by depres-
sing grazing as an agricultural pol-
icy, and substituting tillage, and full 
utilisation of the land, when the 
war came in 1939. Ireland was lar-
gely self-sufficient in food (indeed 
large shipments were made to Brit-
ain throughout the war 
| N March 1938. the Land Annui-

ties dispute was finally settled 
by the payment to Britain of a 
capital sum of £12 million. On the 
last day of the negotiations de 
Valera raised the question of the 
return of the naval bases. Bere-
haven and Lough Swilly. retained 
by British forces under the terms 

j>f the Treaty. To the astonishment 
of all concerned, Neville Chamber-
lain, the British Prime Minister 
agreed to this proposal. So. as the 
shadows of Hitlers war lengthened 
over Europe, the evacuation of the 
Irish ports commenced, making 
Irish neutrality possible when the 
storm broke. 

Fianna Fail continued to domin-
ate the political scene during the 
Thirties, and the war vcars. A new 
Constitution was referred to a re-
ferendum in 1937. and became law. 
Its terms were criticised by the 
Left as degrading to women and 
servile to the Catholic Church: 
sovereignty was claimed over 
the territory of Northern Ire-
land. although nothing had been 
done by Fianna Fail to end parti-
tion. and any reference to the Re-
public was conspicuous by its ab-
sence. Ironically, it was left to Fine 
Gael, who had jettisoned the Repub-
lic m 1921, to restore it in 1949 
when again in office. 

Fianna Fail has remained a 
powerful, elitest, force in Irish 
politics since its foundation in 1927, 
and except for two short breaks, 
has been in government since 1932 
until recently. Fianna Fail is the 
political expression of Irish capi-
talism, endeavouring to build up a 
modern industrial society in Ire-
land, and to a great extent it has 
succeeded. The party favours mem-
bership of the EEC, which has 
brought a measure of prosperity to 
the farming community. Never a 
revolutionary party, its nationalist 
ambitions (with the exception of 
the North i were realised in 1932, 
and there was no Babeul amongst 
its leadership with any desire to 
advance the revolution beyond its 
bourgeois limits. 

V I t HAT force has enabled the 
Party to hold the centre of 

the Irish scene for over 50 years? 
Largely the magnetism of its foun-
der and leader, Eamonn de Valera. 
As the last to surrender in the 
Easter Rebellion, he was not put 
in with the other imprisoned leaders 
and so was not included in the first 
batch ol panic executions. The fact 
of his American citizenship had 
time to be noticed by his friends 
and foes alike. He emerged from 
jail the hero of the nation, especi-
ally of the young. In those stirring 
times it was possible for an enter-
prising leadership to build an en-
thusiastic, well disciplined mass or-
ganisation around this colourful, 
dynamic, and courageous man. 

As John Mitchel said of Dan 
O'Connell. the Liberator, so it could 
be said of de Valera — "The man 
who would measure this man (and 
his party) will require a very big 
rule." 
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HOW LONG CAN THEY LAST? 
i • VESSING how lot. j 

1 Coalition Government v;!: 
• ,y :u office is one of Dublin • 
• of political conver~:r.ior. 

d.ivs. Some give f . 
some six, some a year 

• a o years or four. No or.e 
>.\>. of course, but the coali-

•_>!i majority is so slim and pre-
: . >\< that a short political lire 
••'.•> more likely than a long 

F.i'.r Gael has now a:.:.: .:~<.r:i 
•: .«• :• is going to iv.ov? ti:" 

v the by-election m Cavaii-
Mor. t^h.m caused by the d-:-j-h 
.•• H-block hunger-striker K^iar . 
!• .'.v. as soon as the I ail re-

'.•.•.'ole.- in Oetobc: '.":.: 
:<• • ,•:. a by-election be: ore 
C : . : > ' x a v It was making a vir-
: o: necessity, for F ianna Fail 
:-.v • announced tha t it would 
.;•..• • --v writ if the Government 

• Now the Government will 
.tttue its economic policies 

• • :'ic test m the highways ana 
iv. .vavs o; Monaghan. It is hard 
•o thmk there will be much en-
t.: .-ia>ni. and the intervention 
o- another hunger-striker candi-
d.-.-e could again queer the pit 
! • the two big parties 

CONNOLLY 
ASSOCIATION 
SUST1NTATION 

FUND 
Al w a y s in trouble. T h a t s the 

way it Is with the Connolly 
Association. 

What's happened now? The lease 
on our premises ran out in June, 
and we've got to move as the place 
is going to ba redeveloped. 

As soon as we can get new 
offices we'll have to move, and 
members and friends will be only 
too painfully aware that that costs 
money. 

So all do your best and many 
thanks for quite a decent list. 

K McLoughlin £3.11. E. A'- res 
til'p. I. Lmehan £1, J. D. Bolton 
£40. M. O'Dwyer £1. M. Brentian 
£10. G O'Sullivan £20, J. Horan 
£.». P. Kavanagh £2.60. C. Hall £2, 
South London C.A. £63, S. Clarke 
£1.22. Iveatth £3. J- Roy £2. A. 
Noone £2.22. A. Dillon £10, F. 
Hook 80p. G Ward £1, W. OTooie 
£2.80. Collection T.G.W.U. Reg 1 
£8. R. .1. Tolhurst £5, A. McNally 
£10. C. Pamment £5, South Lon-
don Social £90, Friends in Central 
London £6.06, in South London 
£20.43, in East London £3.03. 

TOTAL. £321.09. 

Another Dublin 
landmark gone 

\ NOTHER piece of old Dublin 
- goes with the sale recently of 
Wines Antique and Jewellery shop 
in Grafton Street. Most of Graf-
ton Street has changed hands in 
the past two decades and probably 
another gloss-and-chrome boutique 
will now replace the old Victorian 
black-painted building with a'.l 
those interesting objets d art m the 
window. 

The price is said to be £5 million 
£2 million for the site and £3 

million for the contents. The Wines 
arc an old and distinguished Dub-
lin Jewish family, one of whose 
best known members is Mrs Loretta 
Keating, wife of Just in Keating, 
former Minister for Industry and 
Commerce, who was active in the 
Connolly Association when he lived 
in London as a student a quarter of 
a century ago. 

I ' l ^ I L L the Government last 
" ^ long enough to enabie Fine 

Gael to bring in its tax package 
in the New Year? This will cer-
tainly be Fine Gael's prime aim. 
for its promise to cut the basic 
rate of income tax to 25% and 
give every housewife a tax credit 
of £9.50 at the expense of her 
husband had a lot of attraction 
for some voters last summer. 
Mortgage rates at an unprece-
dented 161': — which means 
around £100 a week in interest 
payments to finance the loan for 
a new suburban semi-detached 
- must alienate many Fine Gael 
voters. 

Garret F iuGera ld certainly 
runs a loose political ship and 
his style gives the impression of 
a government lacking direction. 
Some weeks ago he more or less 
ticked off Tanaiste Michael 
O'Leary for attacking Mrs That-
cher. It wasn't government pol-
icy. he said. Then the next week 
he had to dissociate himself from 
Jolm Kelly's "piglets" speech. 
This was an out-and-out attack 
on Ireland's Welfare State from 
the leading spokesman for the 
conservative wing of Fine Gael. 
Joyce's image of Ireland being a 

4 T most meetings called to dis-
- cuss the Irish question, if it is 
a predominantly English audience, 
the speaker is asked. "You say you 
want the British government to 
make a declaration of their inten-
tion of working to a position where 
there is a united independent Ire-
land. and Britain has withdrawn. 
Tell me, now, if such a declaration 
of intent was made, would the 
I.R.A. put down its arms?" 

Actually this question confuses 
two things. It is understandable 
that the Englishman is interested 
in avoiding danger to his country-
man. and his object is to see the 
violence stopped. To say to the 
I.R.A. "What'U you take for stop-
ping," is to grant the I.R.A. case 
in full. "Those fellows will never 
even recognise Ireland's existence 
until you make it hot for them." 
And if the I.R.A. spokesman was a 
good bargainer, it would be "nothing 
less than our full demands." 
and the struggle could go on till 
Tibb's eve. 

But of course, it doesn't work out 
like that. For an Irishman the 
securing of a united independent 
republic is a necessity in itself; It 
would be a necessity if the I.R.A. 
did not exist. But it has this advan-
tage. I t would do away with the 
I.R.A. because there'd be nothing 
to I.R.A. about. For you can be 
certain, as long as there's some-
thing to I.R.A. about, then there'll 
be an I.R.A 

\ V T E are not in the confidences of 
the I.R.A. and can only judge 

their possible reactions by common 
sense. Supposing the British Gov-

THE Six Counties unemployment 
crisis is now badly hitting Pro-

testants as well as Catholics. 
When the Tories came to office 

over two years ago there were lust 
61,000 officially unemployed. Now 
there are 125,000, over double that . 
Some places, especially those west 
of the Bann, have calamitous un-
employment rates — Strabane 36%, 
Dungannon and Cookstown 32%, 
Derry 26%. 

These are largely Catholic areas, 
and traditionally, Catholic unem-
ployment rates were much worse 
than Protestant. But Thatoherlsm 
and the general slump have badly 
hit the skilled occupations In whioh 
Protestants have mostly worked, 

sow which eats its farrow could 
be reversed, according to Kelly. 
Rather the Irish State is like a 
sow being cannibalised by 
her insatiable piglets, continually 
pressing their demands for more 
and more. There was general 
outrage, especially from the 
Labour elements in the Coalition. 
r l ' 'HERE is seething resentment 

too over the John O'Connell 
affair. O'Connell's vote was neu-
tralised by his being made 
Ceann Comhairle of the Dail 
Labour leader Michael O'Leary 
promised tha t he would be al-
lowed to nominate his successor 
in his £30,000 EEC "Parliament" 
seat. "A hucketer's deal," said 
anti-Coalition Labour T.D 
Michael D. Higgins from Galway. 
Three other Labour T.D.s in-
cluding former leader F rank 
Cluskey. were offered EEC seats 
in compensation for their not 
getting office in the new Govern-
ment. The trouble is tha t the 
EEC people object to this way 
of doing things — whereby 
people no one elected are nom-
inated to seats people fought 
elections for three years ago. 
While this is being settled the 
luckless politicians concerned are 

eminent made the declaration of 
intent, it is possible t ha t they 
might have a cease fire for a while 
to give them a chance. On the 
other hand they might not. They 
might feel inclined to wait awhile 
and see if there was any effort to 
put the declaration in effect. It 
is they who would have the initia-
tive. 

But once steps are taken to put 
the declaration into effect, the gov-
ernment tha t was doing it would 
have the initiative. The I.R.A. 
would of course be getting what it 
wanted. But it would be con-
strained by self-interest to avoid 
jogging the arm of the people who 
were dismantling partition. 

Tha t means that the essence is 
not the declaration; that, only de-
fines the aim of policy. The set-
ting out on a course of action lead-
ing to the desired aim, is a differ-
ent matter. That is a policy. 

I don't know how many people 
would allow their actions to be in-
fluenced by a declaration bv a Bri-
tish government. I suppose there 's 
still one born every minute! But 
while you can take notice of 
declarations or not take notice of 
them, as you please, you have tc 
take notice of actions. 

I ' p H I S means that at present we 
are trying to convince the poli-

ticians of the need to set them-
selves a new goal, the goal of a 
united independent Ireland bound 
to Britain only by ties of mutual 
interest. The setting of the goal 
does of course make a difference. It 
is the first step. It would change 
people's expectations on a large 

eroding the petty privileges which 
for generations helped to make 
them feel "different" from Cath-
olics. 

BALLYMACARRET, once a thriv-
ing area of East Belfast, now 

has 21% out of work; Hlghfield in 
North Belfast has 25% and the 
Shankhlll Road area is around 
14%. In 1970 178,000 persons work-
ed in manufacturing Industry. Now 
It is down to 115,000 — a vivid 
statistic of delndustrialisatlon. In 
1970 there were 53,000 in engineer-
ing; now there are 37,000. In 1970 
9,300 still worked in the Belfast 
shipyard — compared with 20,000 

ten years before; but even tha t 
figure has since slumped to 7,500 

in political limbo — and without 
their lucrative salaries. 

As the Irish Times cartoonist 
put it. showing a father admon-
ishing his unemployed son: 
"Don't expect anything from the 
politicians, son. At the moment 
they aren' t even capable of ar-
ranging jobs for themselves!" 
/ \THER Labour politicians are 

critical of the government also 
Brendan Halligan said it was 
lunatic not to expect the trade 
unions to seek compensation for 
price increases currently raining 
down on people. Labour TD for 
North Tipperary. John Ryan, 
said that the Government's 
Thatcherite monetarist policies 
would not work. 

It is hard to see the Coalition 
getting more popular as it doles 
out "monetarist" medicine to the 
Irish public. The tragedy is that 
Labour is likely to be saddled 
•with the blame. Will Garret 
FitzGerald try and do what De 
Valera did in 1933 — ditch 
Labour support and try and go 
for an overall Fine Gael major-
ity? Whatever about Fine Gael, 
it is hard to see Labour welcom-
ing an election shortly, the way 
things are going. 

scale, and thereby their actions. But 
the change would only begin to bite 
when steps were taken to reach that 
goal. 

We are within sight of making 
such a goal the object of Labour 
policy—within sight but a long way 
off. We have then to make it the 
object- of a Labour government, a 
somewhat harder job. And then 
we have to spell out the steps we 
would like it to take. 

There is no need at this stage 
to mention more than the first one. 
That would be to consult with the 
government of the Republic. 

I T took two years to partition 
Ireland, to build up two sets of 

administration in a country where 
previously there had only been one. 
It would take time to put it to-
gether again. Some people might 
have a rosy picture of British troops 
packing their traps and going up 
the gangways as Scotch pipes 
skirled "let Erin remember" as the 
Free State troops take over. It 's 
not going to be quite as easy as 
that . A lot of things would need 
to be very carefully discussed. And 
the first people to discuss them 
with are the Irish government. We 
have to rely on the Irish people to 
handle the question of what sort of 
a government that is. 

At some point along the road 
the I.R.A. would be bound to real-
ise that fur ther violence would serve 
no useful purpose. 

Violence, anyway, is not the cause 
of the disease. I t is a symptom. 
Tackle the cause of the disease and 
the symptoms begin to disappear, 
though nobody can say how soon. 

and promises to fall further, for 
a big question-mark hangs over the 
shipyard. In 1970 textiles employed 
46,000. When Thatcher came In It 
was 30,000. After two years of That-
cher it is down to 20,000. What will 
be left of It If the Tories last 
another two years? 

pOVERTY, misery, family strain 
• and social derellotlon aooom-
pany these figures of unemploy-
ment. But the new thing is how 
hard they are hitting the Protest-
ants. The unemployment — 60% 
in the Falls area of Belfast for ex-
ample — Is just one dimension of 
alienation for Catholics, whose 
national sentiments are flouted con-

BISHOP CASEY 
ON SALVADOR 
I Ft ELAND should support the de-

mand of the French and Mexi-
can Governments that the left-
wing opposition in El Salvador 
should be included in talks about 
tha t country's future, said Bishop 
Eamonn Casey of Galway re-
cently. 

-The declaration is the most 
hopeful sign to emerge in El Salva-
dor since the junta took power," 
said the Bishop. "For the first 
t ime the people of El Salvador 
have major international backing 
in their search for a solution to 
their intolerable situation." 

The U.S.A. is furious t h a t 
F iance and Mexico should give 
support to the popular opposition 
to the El Salvador dictatorship in 
this way. The Reagan Government 
is backing the El Salvador big 
landlords and their military dicta-
torship to the hilt. 

The Bishop, who was out in El 
Salvador recently, asked the Gov-
ernment to press the U.S.A. to stop 
giving arms and training to the 
dictatorship. He also asked for 
official aid for El Salvadorean 
refugees but was told the Govern-
ment had no money for this pur-
pose. 

IN the first six months of th is 
year around 10,000 people were 

murdered in the country and most 
of the assassinations were carried 
out by the Government forces and 
vigilante gangs financed by the big 
landlords who backed them up. 
There are 200,000 refugees in t h e 
country and he described some of 
the refugee camps as "sub-
human". 

Bishop Casey said there was nob 
a shred of evidence to support the 
claim of the Americans t h a t the 
guerillas were armed by Commun-
ist countries. 

Tuam to be 
ghost town 

i ^ H E Irish Sugar Company's pro-
posal to close the Tuam sugar 

factory has caused indignation 
throughout the West of Ireland. 
There are 300 full-time workers in-
volved and a couple of hundred sea-
sonal workers. The closure would 
be a disaster for the town of Tuam. 

Main reason for the closure is 
tha t the factory cannot get enough 
sugar-beet grown by farmers west 
of the Shannon. Beet has to be 
brought from as fa r away as Wex-
ford to keep the machines occupied 
during the season, with consequent 
h igh costs. This situation has been 
building up for years and with some 
foresight and a realistic land use 
policy by Irish Governments could 
have been avoided. 

The Coalition's squeeze-and-freeze 
economic policies will make them 
disinclined to bail out the Sugar 
Company with injections of govern-
ment money. But even Fine Gael 
deputies from west of the Shannon 
are threatening tha t they won' t 
support the Government unless it 
intervenes. So maybe enough pres-
sure will build up to induce the 
government to save the factory. For 
only such a step can do tha t now. 

tinually by the Six County regime. 
The unemployed young are obvious 
recruits for the IRA. What will 
the Protestant reaction be as these 
appalling figures, and the t rends 
behind them, sear deeper Into their 
lives? 

One thing Is certain. An Irish 
Government would never be allowed 
to get away with permitting such 
unemployment. It would have a 
social revolt on its hands. Labour 
In a United Ireland would rise up 
powerfully to demand a change. 
There Is no solution under That-
cherlsm, or under England, i t any-
one pointing out that lesson to th« 
North's Protestants these days? 

A QUESTION ABOUT VIOLENCE 

NORTHERN PROTESTANTS HIT BY SLUMP 

n r 
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THATCHERS LONG KESH FIASCO Dungan non 
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T^ VEN if the H-Block hunger-
strike collapsed tomorrow the 

Provisionals and their men in the 
H-Blocks would have won a tre-
mendous victory. 

The courage and self-sacrifice of 
the men in Long Kesh has stirred 
the youth of Ireland as nothing 
else has in years. A current of 
national feeling has surged through 
the country. Working-class districts 
like Tallaght and Finglas around 
Dublin are hung with black-flags. 
There is a regular flow of young 
people signing the books of condo-
lence for the hunger-strikers at the 
GPO in O'Connell Street. In the 
Catholic ghettoes of t he North sup-

PLASTIC 
BULLETS 
(Continued f rom page 3) 

juries on children. I t ha s been com-
mon to put them on life machines. 
The injuries to the thorax and 
abdomen can be fa ta l and only 
thanks to quick operations with re-
moval of the damaged organ have 
these people lived. Most injuries 
are recent but it is certain that 
some of the children will be handi-
capped. either totally or be unable 
later to work. Head injuries account 
for a great deal of chronic disa-
bility. Common physical defects fol-
lowing head injuries are cranial 
nerve lesions and peripheral sensory 
defects. Head injuries frequently 
result in post t raumatic epilepsy, 
post concussional syndrome, intel-
lectual deterioration, neurosis caus-
ing anxiety and depression, psycho-
sis personality change. There are a 
great number of head injuries which 
show tha t those firing are not 
following instructions to hit the 
lower part of the body. 

T T EAD injuries cause great suf-
-"-•Mering to the patient, his rela-
tives and to those in society who 
are sympathetic by nature . Great 
precautions are taken by govern-
ment agencies to prevent head in-
juries. It seems remarkable tha t 
the British Government are going 
out of their way to inflict so many 
head injuries among the Catholic 
civilian population In Catholic areas 
of Belfast. Every effort should be 
made to stop this carnage and it is 
vital tha t the steps are taken to 
obtain adequate financial compen-
sation for the unfor tunate victims 
of these injuries. 

The Royal Marine Commandos 
have been brought into west Bel-
fast this summer because of the H 
Block situation. They are trained 
to act instantly with lethal and 
savage retaliation at t he least sign 
of hostility real or imaginary. No-
body likes them. They are univer-
sally detested because of their past 
thuggery in Belfast and Derry. 
When they are met with the hos-
tility they deserve f rom women and 
children, they react by firing plastic 
bullets at anything t h a t moves. 
General Sir Richard Lawson is 
responsible for these troops. Have 
we observed any sign t h a t he is 
concerned about the deaths and 
serious injuries caused by his troops 
to men, women and children in 
recent months, not forgett ing also 
the assassination of Danny Barrett, 
aged 15 years, by a live bullet from 
a Flak Street soldier in Ardoyne? 

TVTE are advising the relatives of 
the plastic bullet victims to 

make explicit and individual com-
plaints to the Police Authority of 
N. Ireland and the Police Com-
plaints Board. We call on our lead-
ing churchmen and politicians to 
seek interviews with the Chief Con-
stable and the Police Authority of 
N. Ireland to know why this lethal 
firearm has not been banned in all 
situations and why proper investi-
gations have not been carried out 
Into the deaths and serious injuries. 

Are we going to see the same level 
of tolerance given over a long 
period of time to these actions by 
plastic bullets as was given to the 
ShankhiU Butchers? 

port for the Provisional IRA has 
never been stronger and money is 
flowing in from American sympa-
thisers. 

Sensing the public mood better 
now that he is in opposition, F ianna 
Fail leader Charles Haughey says 
tha t he supports a settlement of the 
hunger-strike "on ,^he basis of the 
five-demands." He received Owen 
Carron, M P., in his house in Mala-
hide and held a press conference 
with him afterwards. Garre t Fitz-
Gerald, however, foolishly would 
not see him, insulting the new M.P. 
and the tens of thousands who had 
elected him. 

\ J7TLL the hunger-strike go on 
* much longer, in view of the 

decision by some of the relatives 
recently to order medical t rea tment 
for the men when they had become 
unconscious? The British are 
naturally hoping that the hunger-
strike will peter out in this way, 
and the fact tha t some relatives 
have given in to the pressures they 
are under as their loved ones die 
in agony, makes it all the more 
difficult for other relatives to hold 
out. 

I t may be asked why the men 
who were taken off the hunger-
strike in this way did not go back 
on again when they resumed con-
sciousness. I t now appears t ha t 
once the relatives consent to medi-
cal treatment, the doctors give the 
men a powerful drug which makes 
them overwhelmingly dependent on 
continual nourishment, so t h a t it is 
quite impossible for them to resume 
the hunger-strike again. Some of 
the recent men going on hunger-
strike are from the Belfast area, 
and it is much more likely t ha t 
their relatives will be able to resist 
pressure to intervene than the rela-

tives of republicans from down 
country who agreed to medical 
treatment recently. 
I T is important to realise that 

the hunger-strikers are conduct-
ing the strike themselves. They are 
not under orders from outside, and 
even if the Provisionals outside 
ordered them to desist, it is un-
likely tha t all w^ould obey, and of 
course such a step would cause 
such dissention within the republi-
can movement t ha t no one would 
contemplate any such order being 
given. 

To an important extent the 
hunger-strikers are now dying for 
one another, in the sense that the 
most dedicated and bravest men in 
Long Kesh—all of whom have been 
years on the blanket protest — see 
themselves as acting in solidarity 
with Bobby Sands, Patsy OHara 
and the rest. If the ten who have 
died to date could go through the 
two months ' hell tha t precedes a 
death on hunger-strike, then others 
can emulate them and feel chal-
lenged to do so. Father Faul said 
he thought the hunger-strike could 
go on for two or three months yet, 
unless the British Government 
showed the small flexibility needed 
to bring the protest to an end. But 
this required Margaret Thatcher to 
change her mind and she is pay-
ing the Irish off for the death of 
her friend Airey Neave. 

Bitterness in the nationalist 
areas of the North is so strong that 
voices are being raised saying that 
bombs should be planted in Britain. 
That will show Maggie Thatcher, 
some people think, and give her a 
bit of the medicine she does not 
mind doling out herself in the oru-
talised policy her servants pursue 
in the North. 

I T is an understandable but fool-
ish reaction. Bombs in Britain 

would alienate the Labour Move-
ment, who are now showing for 
the first time in decades some real 
signs of wanting a new direction 
in Irish policy. After the Birming-
ham bombings some years ago, the 
reaction of the Irish community 
was to keep its head down, as the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act was 
unleashed to intimidate it. Re 
cently the Irish youth in Britain 
have reacted to the H-Block cam-
paign by showing a willingness to 
express their nationalism in a new 
and confident way. Much of the 
support the hunger-strikers have 
got in Ireland and abroad would 
vanish if there were incidents 
which lost the lives of innocent 
civilians as the Birmingham bomb-
ings did when they occurred. 
Indeed there may well be provoca-
teurs at the present time, whether 
sponsored by fascist groups or more 
respectable circles, who may be 
planning just such incidents, 
hoping they will be blamed on the 
Irish community, in order to rouse 
a frenzy of hysteria and panic in 
Britain. 

The Labour Movement in particu-
lar should take note. As conserva-
tism shows all the signs of moral 
and political collapse, big money 
and big business can move in be-
hind fascists as well as ragbags 
like the Social Democrats — who 
want to keep their country enslaved 
by the Common Market. The bomb 
and the assassination have been 
used elsewhere in Europe in times 
of crisis like this. People should be 
prepared for things like that , and 
if such events occur they should 
regard them as provocations before 
assuming they are caused by the 
Irish. " » 

H-BLOCK RELATIVES IN LONDON 
A N September 17, Owen Carron 

MP and 92 relatives of H Block 
prisoners flew into London for four 
days of intensive lobbying and pub-
lic engagements. 

On Thursday, September 17, 700 
people attended a public rally in 
the Ir ish Centre, Camden Town. 
They heard one of the relatives. 
Mrs Maura McCrory, denounce the 
way the government called into 
question the relatives' sincerity by 
tagging the visit a propaganda 
stunt . She said, 93 relatives taking 
all the trouble to travel to London 
is not a stunt, it is living proof tha t 
they support their relatives in Long 
Kesh." 

Euro-MP Richard Balfe (London 
South Inner) at the same rally sta-
ted his support for the prisoners ' 
five demands and said t ha t "no-one 
who travels in Europe as I do can 
fall to realise tha t there Is wide-
spread support for the H Block 
men." 

A representative from the P a n 
Congress of South Africa said tne 
H Block struggle was a n inspiration 
to al l political prisoners in South 
Africa. 

On Friday and Saturday (18 and 
19 September) the following were 
lobbied by groups of relatives: 

Amnesty International, the Na-
tional Council for Civil Liberties, 
Spare Rib magazine, the Haldane 
Society of Socialist Lawyers 
(which expressed grave concern 
and wished to maintain contact). 

Labour movement: National 
Union of Journalists, ASLEF, 
Dagenham Foundry Union Divi-
sional Office. 

Communist Party. 
Labour Par ty : Owen Carron MP 

met members of the National 
Executive Committee at the 
Labour Par ty HQ. He was con-
gratulated on the election victory. 
Information was requested and it 
was a friendly and positive meet-
ing. 

A large number of Labour coun-
cillors were met in London, Man-
chester, Coventry and Birming-
ham. These included Ken Living-
stone. 

Church: Cardinal Hume (who 
joined the relatives in a prayer 
for peace), T h e Bishop of London 
(deputising for Dr Runcie), Canon 
Baker (chaplain to the Speaker 
of the House of Commons). 
Bishop Winter of Namibia in a 
message of support said, 'May 
English Chris t ians be roused from 
indifference and tha t silence 

Gaelic classes beginning 
CONNOLLY Association members 
are again to the fore in the I r ish 
classes, Barry Riordan, Sioblian 
O'Neill, Seamus Kenneally, Donal 
Kennedy and Brian Stowell. 

Barry Riordan is at the Language 
Centre, 41 Wellington Square, Ox-
ford, every Thursday from October 
15th (beginners). 

I n London there are more classes 
t h a n ever. Marylebone High 
School, beginners Tuesday 6.15 
(Gerald Mullarkey) Christopher 
Hat ton School, Roseberry Avenue, 
6 pm (intermediate), Siobhan 
O'Neill. Workingmen's Insti tute, 
Crowndale Road, NW1, Fridays 7 
pm (beginners), Ciaran ODriscoll, 
Mondays, same place, O levels class, 
Eileen Docherty. 

St. Matthews C E school, Old 

Pye Street, S.W.I. Mondays (begin-
ners) Wednesdays (intermediate) 
Thursdays (advanced) all at 6.30 
pm with tutor Seamus Kenneally., 
Camden Adult Ed. Centre, Crogs-
land Road, London_ N.W.I. 7pm. 
Mondays, Chris Quinn. Hammer-
smith Educational Institute Earsby 
Street W14. Tuesdays 6.30. (begin-
ners) Wednesday 7pm (intermedi-
ate) both Chris Quinn, Addison 
Branch, Addison Gardens Thurs-
days 7 pm. Chris Quinn. Haringey 
Irish Society, 2a Brabant Road, 
Wood Green, N22 7pm. Donal Ken-
nedy. 

The Liverpool classes are held 
at 6.30 pm each Wednesday at the 
John Hamilton Schools, Everton, 
the tutor being Mr Brian Stowell. 

If in doubt ring Noel Gordon at 
01-837-4826. 

which is an acquiescence in evil.' 
Ernie Roberts MP met relatives 

at the House of Commons: he 
promised his continuing support 
and a campaign in the Labour 
Party. 

Fenner Brockway met relatives 
in the House of Lords and of-
fered to help. 

Lord Longford met a delegation 
of relatives at the Irish Club, 
Eaton Square. 
The embassies etc. of a number of 

countries were lobbied. The follow-
ing gave interviews to groups of 
prisoners' relatives: the Swedish 
Embassy, which was sympathetic 
and promised to do what it could, 
the Iraqi Embassy, which showed 
sympathetic understanding of the 
issue, the Algerian embassy, which 
hoped that a further delegation 
would be arranged in the future, the 
Cuban Embassy, which gave letters 
of solidarity to the relatives. Letters 
were handed in at the embassies 
of the USA, the USSR, Grenada, 
Zambia and Vietnam, and a t the 
Mozambique, Angola and Guinea 
Bissau Bureau. At the Tanzanian 
High Court the political consul met 
a group of relatives and promised to 
pass on their letter to President 
Nyerere, who would probably raise 
the issue at the Commonwealth 
Conference. The consul also said 
he would welcome a future delega-
tion. 

Messages of solidarity came from 
SWAPO, PAC, Basque prisoners on 
hunger strike and Dafydd Thomas 
MP (Merioneth). 

Sue O'Halloran of the London H 
Block/Armagh Committee, which 
helped to organise the delegation, 
said, 'The relatives wished to 
demonstrate their united s tand be-
hind the prisoners. This they have 
achieved. Many people have been 
deeply impressed by their resolve.' 

Kay Walsh, mother of a protest-
ing prisoner, summing up the feel-
ing of the relatives, said, 'We are 
pleased by the many warm recep-
tions we had. We feel we got 
through to a lot of people. I t helps 
to know we have friends in Britain, 
and we are returning heartened.' 

priest flays 
Thatcher 

RS T h a t c h e r ' s revenge-
deaths in Long Kesh will 

cause a stench in English-Irish rela-
tions long after her name has been 
forgotten, says Dungannon priest 
Father Austin Eustace, in an open 
letter to the British Prime Minister 
recently. 

Revenge is one of God's prero-
gatives, says Father Eustace, but 
the deaths which had been allowed 
in Long Kesh seemed to be pa r t of 
Prime Ministerial policy. He did 
not think that the late Airey Neave 
"would have wanted this part icu-
larly obscene form of Idolatry to 
tarnish his memory." 

He writes: 'Your greatest achieve-
ment — In the context of the many 
dubious and even disreputable 
achievements of British diplomacy 
In this country — must surely be 
that you have very nearly succeeded 
in discrediting all moderate opinion 
in the North." 

It was just another "tit-bit of 
revenge" at her personal a l tar of 
sacrifice that the Prime Minister 
had held the Fermanagh-Tyrone 
election during the month of Aug-
ust. Father Eustace said t h a t h e 
had always condemned IRA and 
other paramilitary violence, as had 
many other priests, but there was 
also Institutional violence which was 
the legacy of British colonial mis-
rule. In the Dungannon area, for 
example, in the last 40 years the 
Catholic male unemployment level 
was never less than 25%. 

This was the background which 
had "vomited" the present spasm 
of violence and the victims would 
get very little consolation f rom 
"your sole, pathetic, abortive a t -

tempt at a solution, viz. 'a crime is 
a crime'." 

"Do you ever ask yourself who 
has committed the greater crime? 
You should." 

POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

Continued from Page One. 

reach of success, we would not pu t 
it beyond the bounds of possibility 
that the "dirty tricks depar tment" 
might undertake a provocation. 

The danger in that direction h a s 
to be faced. On the other h a n d 
some politically unstable person, 
driven hysterical at the thought of 
the coffins sliding out one by one, 
might do the "dirty tricks" depar t -
ment's work for them. 

Nothing we could say would pre-
vent either. What is needed 
is that Mrs Thatcher 's policy mus t 
be changed before it happens. T h a t 
is why we say there is not much 
time. 

What can be done to bring a 
change about? The only thing is 
to mobilise the pressure of public 
opinion. There should be an all-in 
conference of Irish organisations to 
construct a lobby for Irish de-
mands, political status, the end of 
the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
and a declaration of the Brit ish 
Government's intention to leave 
Ireland and facilitate the establish--" 
ment of an independent united re-
public. Trade Union branches 
should pass resolutions. Constitu-
ents should see their Members of 
Parliament at their "surgeries". As 
soon as Parliament re-assembles 
there should be a lobby. 

The marches, vigils, demonstra-
tions (though not where they 
could be construed as provocative) 
should go on. How many deaths 
must there be before people wake 
up to the seriousness of the 
threat? 



THE IRISH DEMOCRAT October 1981 

PADDYS ON THE 
MOVE AGAIN 

\ 1 / E L L I 'm over here and the cracl* is sound 
Theres a nice l i t t l e g i r l in Camden Town 

She's a da r l i ng 
She's a beauty 
But her father 's six foot four ' t is said 
He found me boots underneath the bed 
The shotgun'' out and Paddy's on the move again. 

Chorus: 

Well , the shotgun's out and Paddy's on the move again 
He's a giant of a man and I 'm only four foot ten 
She's a nice l itt le girl and I love her like a f r iend 
The shotgun's out and Paddy's on the move again. 

So I bides me time ti l l it gets dark 
And I'm up on me bike to Finsbury Park 
To a darling 
She's a beauty 
And the girls all shout where'er I go 
It's Randy Paddy f rom Ball'nasloe 
The shotgun's out and Paddy's on the Move again. 

(Chorus repeated) 

We l l there was a ? i r l f r o m Ga lway T o w n 
God she almost marfe me settle d o w n 
What a da r l i ng 
Such a beauty 
Her o ld fe l la gave me the ev i l eye 
So I kissed her quick and I said goodbye 
T h e shotgun's c u t and Paddy's on t he move a ^a in . 

(Ct iorus repeated) 

(Repeat verse 1) 

— W o r d s and music by Lee Lynch . 
iReprociuced by his k ind permiss ion) 

THE SPANISH LADY 
A S I came down through Dublin City 

At the hour of twelve at night. 
Who should I see but a Spanish latiy 
Washing her feet by candlelight ? 
First she washed them then she d r e d them 
Over a fire of amber coal— 
tn all my life I ne'er did see 
A maid so neat about the sole. 

As I came back through Dublin City 
At the hour of half past eight 
Who should I see but a Spanish lady 
Brushing her hair in broad day light ? 
First she tossed it, then she brushed it 
On her lap with a silver c o m b -
In all my life I ne'er did see 
A maid so sweet since t did roam. 

As I came back through Dublin City 
When the sun began to set 
Who should I see but a Spanish lady 
Catching a moth in a golden net ? 
When she saw me, then she fled me 
Li f t ing her petticoat over her k n e e -
In all my life I ne'er did see 
A maid so blithe as the Spanish lady. 

THE BONNY BOY 
" / •NH father, dear father, you've done what's very wrong 

To marry me to this bonny boy, he being so very young ; 
For he is only fifteen years and I am twenty-one— 
Oh the bonny boy is young and still growing." 

"Oh daughter, dear daughter, I did not do you wrong 
To marry you to this bonny boy although he is so young, 
For he wi l l be a match for you when I am dead and gone— 
Oh, the benny bay is young, but he's growing." 

Ch father, dear father, I tell you what we'll do 
We'll send my love to college for another year or two. 
And all around his bonnet we wi l l tie a ribbon blue 
To show the ladies that he is married " 

Oh a year it went by and I passed the college wal l 
And saw the young collegians a-playing at the ball 
I saw my love amongst them, the fairest of them all 
Ch, the bonny boy was young and still growing. 

Oh, at the age of fifteen he was a married man 
And at the age of sixteen the father of a son 
And at the age of seventeen o'er his grave the grass grew green : 

Cruel death had put an end to his growing. 

I FOLLOWED 
HENRY JOY 

A ballad of 98 

AN Ulster m a n I'm proud to b€ 
From Ant r im ' s glens I come, 

And though I labour by the sea 
I have followed flag a n d drum. 
I have heard t h e mar t ia l t r a m p 

of men, 
I have seen men f ight and die, 
Aye lads, I well remember when 
I followed Henry Joy. 

I hung my ne ts upon a tree, 
I hid my sails away, 
I dragged my boat upon the s h o r t 
And scanned t h e moonli t bay. 
T h e polls were ou t a n d the redcoats 

too, 
I kissed my wife g o o d b y e -
Aye, lads, I well r emember when 
I followed Henry Joy . 

Aye, lads, for I re land ' twas we 
fought, 

For home and s i re we bled, 
Though guns were few our hear ts 

were true, 
And five to one lay dead ; 
Aye, and many a lassie missed her 

lad 
And mother mourned her boy, 
For youth was s t r o n g in the dashing 

throng 
T h a t followed Henry Joy. 

In Belfast town they built a tree 
And the redcoats mustered there ; 
I watched him come as the beat of 

the drum 
Rolled out t h r o u g h the barrack 

square. 
He kissed his s is ter and went a lof t 
And bade a last goodbye. 
Then, oh God, he died; I turned 

and cried: 
"They have murde red Henry Joy." 

THE OLD BOG 
ROAD 

MY ieet are he re on Broadway, 
This blessed harvest morn, 

But oh, the ache t h a t ' s in my hear t 
For the spot where I was born. 

My weary h a n d s a re blistered 
Through toil in cold and heat 

But oh, to swing a scythe again 
Through a held of Irish wheat . 

H&d I the chance to wander back. 
Or own a k ing ' s abode 

It 's soon I'd see t h e hawthorn t ree 
By the Old Bog Road. 

When I was young and restless 
My mind was ill a t ease 

Through dreaming of America 
And the gold beyond the seas. 

Oh sorrow take the i r money! 
'Tis hard to find the same 
And what 's the world to any man 

Where no one speaks his name 
I've had my day and here I am 

A-building bricks per load 
A long three t housand miles away 

From the Old Bog Road. 

My mother died last spr ingt ime 
When I re land 's fields a re green 

And the neighbours said her waking 
Was the finest ever seen. 

Snowdrops and pr imroses 
Piled up beside her bed 

And Ferns church was crowded 
When the fune ra l Mass was 
said— 

And here was I on Broadway 
A-building bricks per load 

When they car r ied out her coffin 
• own the Old Bog Road. 

Ah, life's a weary puzzle 
Past f inding out by man, 

I II take each day for what It's 
worth 
And do the best I can; 

Since no one ca res a rush for me 
What point is the re to moan? 

I'll go my Way and draw my pay 
And smoke my pipe alone. 

Each human hea r t must bear It* 
grief. 

Though heavy be t h e load, 
So God be with you, Ireland 

And the Old Bog Road. 

LEGION OF THE 
REARGUARD 

I U R I D the morning wi th flame and shot and shell, 
Now rally Ireland the sons who love you well, 

Pledged they'll defend you through death or prison cell 
Wait for the soldiers of the rearguard. 
Up the Republic! They raise their bat t le cry 
Pcarse, Clarke, MacDermott wi l l pray for t nem on high 
Eager and ready for love of you to die, 
Proud march the soldiers of the rearguard 

Chorus: 
Legion of the Rearguard 
Answering Ireland's call 
Hark, their mart ia l tramp is heard 
From Cork to Donegal, 
Tone and Emmet guide you 
Though your task be hard 
De Valera leads you 
Soldiers of the Legion of the Rearguard. 

Street, hillside, vallev, they send their sons along 
Plough, office, workshop, a score of thousand strong, 
Spirit of B r i a n ! They come wi th joyous song 
Fearless the soldiers of the rearguard .r 

Cork, Kerry , Wexford, Tipperary, Clare, 
Galway to Dublin, Tirconail l to Kildare, 
None shall be missing, al l Ireland shall be theie 
True Gaels, the soldiers of the rearguard. 

Crimsoned the roadside, the prison-wall, the cave, 
Proof of their valour—go sleep in peace ye brave ! 
Comrade, tread lightly, you're near a hero's grave, 
There lies a soldier of the rearguard. 
Shell-shattered fortress and shot-scarred bar r icade 
Trumpet the story of the gallant fight they made. 
Weary, outnumbered, undaunted, und ismayed, 
God bless the soldiers of the Rearguard. 

The t i t le of this sons—which joes u» J splendid m a r c h i n g tune—is a 
reference to President De V a l t i a ' s f a m o u s mr**as.e to '.fie Republ ican forces 
when the d u m p a rms ' order «a> issued .it t he close of the Civil War on 24th 
Ma>. 1H23. Tli »onx was compo-ed and wr i t ten in Hare P a r k I n t e r n m e n t 
( a m p — o n e of the m a m in which t h o u s a n d s of R e p u h l k a n s were to languish 
for a f u r t h e r year—b\ .Mr Jack O ^ h e e h a n . and was l i n t per formed by (he 
t a m p Conccr t I ' a r t \ . 

CARROL BAN 
' T W A S in the town of Wexford they sentenced him to die, 

'Twas in the town of Wexford they built the gaiiows high, 
And there one summer morning when beamed the gentle dawn 
Upon that cursed gallows they hung my Carroll Ban. 
Oh ! he was true and loyal, oh ! he was true and fair, 
And only nineteen summers shone, on his golden hair ; 
And when his gallant brothers had grasped the pike in hand, 
Where the green flag streamed the fairest, he stood tor native land. 
I saw him cross the heather w i th his bold companie, 
And from the rising hillside he waved his hand to me ; 
Then on my wi ld heart settled a load of woe and pain : 
Mo bhron! its throbbing told me we'd never meet again. 

They fought the Saxon foemen by Slaney's glancing wave, 
But brutal strength o'erpowered the gallant and the brave, 
And in the flight which fol lowed that day of misery 
Sore wounded, he was taken, young Carroll Ban m : chroidhe. 
Oh, fairior geur ! that ever I saw the dreadful sighf— 
His locks all damply hanging, his cheeks so deadly * hite. 
What wonder if my ringlets were changed from dark to grey 
Or if the blessed hand of God had ta'en my life away. 

'Twas in the Town of Wexford they sentenced him to die, 
T w a s in the Town of Wexford they built the gallows high. 
Wi th form erect and manly, and look of scornful pride, 
For Ireland's faith and freedom my true love nobly died. 

The meadow path is lonely, the hearth is cold and dim, 
And the silent c' urchyard blossom blooms softly over him ; 
And my heart is ever yearning for the calm rest corning on. 
When its weary pulse lies sleeping beside my Carroi l Ban. 

POG BHIDEOG 
I S milse pog Bhideog na uisce Loch Eirne ar fad 

Na'n cead scoth den chruithneacht's i fuinte as a mhil bheach 
Ta rodannai meala ins gach ceard ag na beacha dha dteim 
's go bhfuil siucra donn craite ar a mblaiseann Bideog don bhia. 

's nach I an eala nuair a thagann si o na cuanta isteach 
Nios deise na'n smoilin a bhionn ag seinm ar bharr na gcrann ; 
Ni doigh don uisce 'bheith t i t im na intinn ban 
's gur fear gan aon mhisneach nach rithfead naoi n -ua ire an scans. 

0 , rachad go Gail l imh go gceannoidh me gairdin ul ' , 
Agus ceannoidh me loingeas do Bhideog le bheith 'deanamh spoirt, 
Ar fhi l l iuint o Shligeach is leide beag fhail don choir 
Ni ghabhfadh mise abahile go mblaifinn do phog, Bhideog. 
's ma bhi mise folamh dar m'fhocal ba mhor an sceal 
's a liachtai bean deas a thug taitneamh do ghlor mo bhei l ; 
Gabhail bothar na bealach nior aithris tu cen chaoi raibh an sccal 
's nar ligidSi Dia's Mui re gur i ngeall ort a caillfear mc, 
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Come up to date on Ireland A WHALE 

IRISH RECORDS 
"The Moy Allen Brown Red" 

(Traditional Songs), by Tom 
McClung. 

r P H E MOY ALLEN BROWN RED, 
has been released by Outlet 

Records, to t h e immor ta l memory 
of Tom McClung, who passed away 
short ly a f t e r t h e recording had 
been made by Down Town's Ram-
blin' Man, Bobbie Hanvey. 

Rare ballads, like T H R E E MEN 
WENT A H U N T I N G a n d FAR-
REL'S HILL, ce lebra te blood sports 
f rom the t r ad i t iona l past, t h e in-
humani ty of which is unacceptable 
to us today. Nevertheless, they $prm 
p a r t of the sociological s tudy mater -
ial of t radi t ion, m a k i n g th i s a col-
lectors i tem 

TEACHING MaFADDEN TO 
WALTZ, T H E FLOWER O F SWEET 
STRABANE, a n d RATHFRILAND 
ON THE HILL, appeal to all those 
interested in l ight -hear ted songs 
and ballads, adding variety to the 
collection. 

The sleeve displays a picture of 
two black fighting cocks, agains t a 
br ight yellow background, demon-
s t ra t ing t h e exceptional ar t is t ic 
talents of t h e well known ar t is t . 
Willie Mulhal l from. Ardglass, Co. 
Down. 

Released on Out le t Label No. 
OAS 3027. 

A RMAGH, exposes Bri ta in 's in-
* difference to t he terrible plight 

of women pr isoners in Armagh 
gaol in Nor the rn Ireland. Bu t then 
"we don't tor ture , we're a civilised 
nat ion," r uns t h e i rony of t he re-
f ra in . 

Armagh is one of t h e best num-
bers on a new wave LP by a group 
named AU PAIRS enti t led PLAY-
ING W I T H A D I F F E R E N T SEX. 

T h e sleeve des ign displays a 
photograph of women mili t ia on 
field exercise in Mongolia who 
look as t h o u g h they are a crack 
shot with an assaul t rifle. 

Released on HUMAN LABEL No. 
1 priced £4.20. 

Celia Breen. 

/ 1HERISH T H E LADIES a new 
^ LP of I r i sh t rad i t iona l music 
h a s recently been released, and you 
will certainly cher i sh t h e ta lents 
of Mary Mulhol land (.piano), Peg 
NCcGrath (flute) and Ka th leen 
S m i t h (fiddle) once you've heard 
T H E CALLAN LASSIES a n d T H E 
FLOWING BOWL. My personal 
favouri te is T H E DUBLIN REEL 
and these a r e jus t th ree of seven 
numbers r a n g i n g f rom T H E DONE-
GAL J I G to BONNIE P R I N C E 
CHARLIE! 

OUTLET R E C O R D S have pro-
duced some splendid ta lent on re-
cord over t h e years but few can 
equal these ladies' musical perfec-
tion. Peg M c r a t h ' s flute solo T H E 
DARK SLENDER BOY is in t h e 
s ame class a s t h e r e f r a i n of t h e 
theme music f r o m the film 'Barry 
Lyndon. ' 

T h e sleeve po r t r ays a pho tograph 
Of these lovely ladies. Released on 
OUTLET LABEL NO. SOLP 1043 
priced £4.99. 

IRISH 
BOOKS 

283 GRAYS INN ROAb 
LONDON W.C.I 

"Ireland", by' Terence Brown. 
A Social and Cultural History 
1922 - 79 (£3.50. Fontana). 
Paperback. 

I T is difficult to explain in a short 
' review the fasc ina t ion and ex-

c i tement of t h e con ten t s of th is 
book. To give some idea of wha t 
I mean I will quote f rom F rank 
O'Connor in 1942 a n d t hen come up 
to da t e with E a v a n Boland and 
Seamus Deane. As the writer says 
O'Connor 's s t a t e m e n t "is entirely 
representa t ive of t h e kind of dis-
taste they ( I r i sh wri ters) all felt 
in the 1930s. 

"After the success of the Revo-
lution . . . I r i sh society began to 
revert to type. All t h e forces t h a t 
had made for n a t i o n a l dignity, t ha t 
had united Cathol ic and Protest-
ant , a r i s toc ra t s like Constance 
Markievicz, Labour revolutionists 
like Connolly a n d wri ters like A.E. 
began to d i s in teg ra te rapidly, and 
I re land became m o r e t h a n ever sec-
tar ian , u t i l i t a r ian , t h e two nearly 
always go together , vulgar and pro-
vincial . . . Every year t ha t has 
passed, par t icu lar ly since De 
Valera's rise t o power, has streng-
thened the g r i p of t h e gombeen 
man , of t he rel igious secret socie-
ties like t he K n i g h t s of Colum-
banus, of t he i l l i te ra te censorships. 

i r p H E s igni f icant f a c t about it is 
t h a t the re is no idealistic oppo-

sition which would enable us to 
measure t he e x t e n t of t h e damage. 

Yet in t he sevent ies Ireland had 
become too complex a n d urbanised 
for people t o even remember what 
a gombeen m a n was . I n fac t all the 
inst i tut ions a t t a cked by O'Connor 
had ceased to p lay a significant 

role in I r i sh society. The re was 
virtually no censorship a n d in a 
deba te between members of the 
women's liberation movement and 
a priest, the priest whom they cas-
t igated as male chauvinist was 
lucky to escape with his life. 

Having achieved this t r a n s f o r m a -
tion by m e a n s of the economic de-
velopment embodied in the policies 
of Sean Lemass at the end of t he 
fifties, it is interesting to see if 
modern wr i ters are happy wi th 
the i r role in society. Here is T h o m a s 
Kinsel la wr i t ing in 1966: 

"The most sensitive individuals 
have been shaken loose f r o m 
society in to disorder, conscious of 
a n u m b n e s s and dullness in 
themselves, a pain of dis locat ion 
and loss . . . Everywhere in 
m o d e r n wri t ing the stress is on 
personal visions of the world . 
T h e deta i led exploration of pri-
vate miseries is an expedi t ion 
into t he interior to find out wha t 
may guide us in the future . It is 
out of ourselves and our wills 
t h a t t h e chaos comes, and ou t of 
ourselves t h a t some order m u s t 
be cons t ruc ted ." 

A ND E a v a n Boland the poet says 
" . . . Let us be rid of any 

longing for imaginative collective 
digni ty in a land whose f inal and 
only digni ty is individuality." 

Despi te the fac t tha t the wr i te rs 
of t he th i r t ies were unaware of t he 
d a m a g e done by the pa r t i t i on 
system, t h e modern writer, pre-
occupied wi th his personal angu i sh , 
is p laying a much less progressive 
role. Bu t no t all of them have lost 
s igh t where t h e nation should be 
going. Br ian Friel uses t h e t h e m e 
of Br i t i sh oppression in T r a n s l a -

tions and Freedom of the City 
and Kinsella for all his espousal 
of subjectivism wrote "Butcher 's 
Dozen about Derry 's Bloody 
Sunday " 

It is s ignif icant t h a t the 
writers who keep contac t with the 
struggles in the Nor th are least in-
clined to go the way of Beckett 

Seamus Deane is one of these and 
he pu t s his finger on the ration-
alising of some of t he modern 
writers. 

"We may", he suggests, "be 
de fend ing a new s t a t u s quo in the 
delusion tha t we a re radically 
revising an old t rad i t ion " 

I ) ROWN is continually remitid-
' * ing us in this book tha t there 

is a g rea t deal more to modern 
I re land t h a n roads choked with 
cars a n d availability of five chan-
nels on piped television. T h e great 
merit of t he book is t h a t it will 
s t imula te debate in so many dif-
fe ren t spheres. Al though he fails 
to visualise how dynamic the addi-
tion of six counties would be in the 
s i tua t ion of an independent Ire-
land, Mr Brown is constantly 
br inging out the impac t of the 
n o r t h e r n crisis on t h e 26 counties 
of t h e seventies and eighties. 

Final ly here is wha t may appear 
a s t r a n g e piece of advice: if you 
get a bit bogged down in the 
' wenties and thirt ies, t u r n to 
chap te r eight called "Economic 
Revival", read to t h e end of the 
book a n d then you will find your-
self t u rn ing to the ear ly pages 
with new interest . 

Th i s book is a mus t for all who 
want to be well informed on 
modern Ireland. 

VOLCANO OF ENERGY AND JOY 
"Home Before Night", by Hugh 
"Da/A Life/Time Was". Three 

A T Y S r a n < l m o t h e r made dying 
her life 's work . . . " thus 

begins "Home before Night" and 
f rom this first sen tence the reader 
gra teful ly leans back, giving him-
self into t he h a n d s of a consummate 
master . Leonard is a superb writer, 
prodigal of h i s ta lent . He is a 
volcano of energy a n d sheer, mad 
joy in just being alive. He takes 
us th rough his Dubl in childhood, 
all about h i m lives a re warped by 
poverty, he sees it a n d shows it to 
us, but he shows us, too, the crea-
tive energy with which these vic-
t ims t r a n s f o r m the i r servitude 
into unique man i fes t a t ions of 
h u m a n personal i ty . 

Hugh Leonard was an orphan, 
adopted by a childless gardener 
and his wife. T h e one piece of 
priceless good f o r t u n e he had was 
his adoptivlng f a t h e r . T h i s glori-
ous m a n had to a r a r e degree the 
capacity to love, it is probably 
owing to his i m m e n s e devotion 
t h a t Hugh Leona rd has come 
t h r o u g h to us so s t rangely un-
damaged. He was also a great 
character , a n a t u r a l philosopher 
and wit. He worked as gardener 
t and actually a s anything else they 
might require) to the Jacobs of 
biscuit fame. It was perhaps as 
well t h a t t h a t self-satisfied family 
could not see that their devoted 
gardener's little boy was to leave 
all their foibles naked to the 
public gaze. 

AT every step of his economically 
deprived childhood Hugh 

Leonard works his alchemy. There 
are marvellous accounts: of his 
mother's quite horrendous family, 
of his own pet dog that attacked 
priests and nuns exclusively, the 
Presentation Brothers school, a 
tragi-comedy if ever there was one, 
Is conveyed with merciless clarity 
but no bitterness (and God knows 
bitterness was justified). There is 
a marvellous study of the gifted 
and frustrated m a n who got him 
into the civil service and then sat 

Leonard. An Autobiography. (Penguin, £1.25) 171pp 
plays by Hugh Leonard (£2.50). 251 ppm. 

on h im—af te r his fa ther th is m a n 
was obviously t he most i m p o r t a n t 
influence on his development. And 
aga in a wonderful ly funny a n d u n e m -
bit tered account of the insani ty of 
bureaucra t ic work — he was to en-
dure the civil service for 14 long 
years . 

A book no t to be missed by arty-
one. 

T ) L A Y S are m e a n t for par t i c ipa-
' tion, e i ther as actor or specta-

tor. not for reading. "Da", I h a v e 
seen and know it to be r ivet ing, 
immensely f u n n y and touching. "A 
Life" is a more imaginative inves-

t iga t ion of the seminal character 
t h a t got h i m into t h e civil service 
—it reads as being even bet ter than 
"Da". "T ime Was" is a s tudy of 
Dublin's new middle class, building 
a consumer ra t race for them-
selves on origins as modest as 
Leonard ' s own. 

I for one would never willingly 
miss a play written by Leonard. 

No m a r k s to Penguin for t he 
horrible typeface they used for this 
book. Read ing is hindered by the 
fact t h a t commas are indistinguish-
able f r o m ful l stops. 

P.O'F. 

OF A TIME 
By J A M E S F A I R L E Y 

i STRANDED wha le is a rar i ty. 
- ^ a phenomenon, a n education, 

a tragedy, an e n t e r t a i n m e n t , a mar -
vel. an inti" ' . . .on _ ' mor ta l i ty , and 
a glimps' of an unseen w; r ld . " S® 
claims Or James Fai r ley in h u 
readable informative, a n d gently 
humorous book As r eade r s of h i s 
o ther volume "An I r i sh Beast 
Book" will know, his t r e a t m e n t of 
an imals is sympathet ic , wi thout any 
of the sent iment or sermonis ing 
which mars so m a n y such works 

Amidst a mass of f a sc ina t ing in-
format ion we learn t h a t s t r anded 
whales were the p roper ty of the 
king from 1324, t h a t inquests were 
held on whales up to 1887. and t h a t 
a school of whales relieved a f a m i n e 
in Dublin in 1331 when they went 
ashore at the m o u t h of t h e Doddfir. 
S t r anded whales h a v e also been, 
t he "origin of p ro t rac ted legat 
wrangles and malodorous liabilities 
to local authorities." 

This is a book both for the na tu r -
alist and the genera l reader . I t 
gives a detailed accoun t of all the 
species of whales f o u n d in I r i sh 
waters, a history of m a j o r s t a n d -
ings. and the folklore t h a t g rew 
a round them, and t h e n goes on to 
t h e hunting of whales . 

Men have been wha l ing since 
prehistory and r e m a i n s have be em 
found in Irish archaeologica l sites. 
T h e creatures were h u n t e d for foftd, 
oil. bone for implements , o rna -
ments , and building. 

' r l ^HE second half of t he volume 
^ gives a history of I r i sh Whaling 

f r o m the Eighteenth Century . Some 
of the picturesque c h a r a c t e r s i * 
volved compete for o u r in teres t with 
t h e whales. There was T h o m a s Nea-
b i t t of Killybegs who seems to have 
been the first person to use a har -
poon gun. There was Hora t io Todd 
of Deny , who made it h is life 's mis-
sion to keep whal ing out of I r e 
land , and Capta in Lorentz Bruun , 
a Norwegian, who was involved in 
t h e whaling s t a t ions a t In iskea 
I s lands and Blacksod in Co Mayo. 
T h e history of these W h a l i n g Com-
pan ies operating between 1907 and 
1923, with varying degrees of suc-
cess, makes in te res t ing reading 
T h e s e tiny hazardous oper&iScns 
bore very little re la t ion to t he fac-
to ry ships of today, which t h r ea t en 
t h e existence of some species of 
whale. 

T h e book is well i l lus t ra ted with 
drawings, maps, and pho tograph ; 

Norah Dillon. 

THE TRAVELLER FROM LISMORE 
"Whc As Within Wheels", by Dervla Murphy. Autobiography (Pengu 

T WAS a t first just en th ra l l ed 
' by this book, about a t h i rd of 
t he way th rough it I began, qu i te 
positively, to dislike it. By the end , 
Dervla Murphy had, to a g r e a t 
degree, won me back. 

She is a n extraordinary woman , 
in the t rue meaning of t he word 
an eccentric, a n d she has had a n 
ex t raord inary life. To begin wi th 
her p a r e n t s were ext raordinary . 
Her f a t h e r came of a marvel lous, 
warm-hear ted Republican Dub l in 
family, his f a t h e r being a s cho la r 
a n d pa t r io t Who underwent a six-
week hunge r s t r ike in an Eng l i sh 
jail a t the age of 48. To m e by 
f a r t he most moving th ing in t h e 
book is the le t te rs this g r a n d f a t h e r 
wrote to Dervla Murphy's f a t h e r 
when he was in an Engl ish ja i l 
for concealing a rms in t he ga rden 
—I do not th ink I have ever read 
such loving a n d supportive l e t t e r s 
f rom a f a t h e r to his son. They a r e 
also very interest ing as a s tudy 
of the confl icts t ha t went on in 
a t least one Republican a t t h e 
period of t he Trea ty . We tend to 
forget t h a t h is tory is only c lea r 
In retrospect . 

Dervla Murphy ' s mother 's people 

were of a very different cut. More 
the Dubl iners of Char les Lever's 
books, knowing great vicissitudes of 
for tune, bet imes t ak ing consola-
tion in cups, doing g rea t things or 
none, but civilised withall. 

T1"ER f a t h e r was an admirable 
l ibrar ian in Lismore Her 

mother became crippled with a r th-
ritis a few years a f t e r marriage. 
Dervla Murphy takes us through 
this childhood, a t first cocooned in 
her civilised, socially polated 
home, t h e n going f rom t h a t to the 
barbar i ty of t h e local nat ional 
school. A life-time of. nursing 
Mother was all too briefly inter-
rupted by a happy period a t an 
Ursuline convent school, t h e n home 
again to a veritable slavery to an 
increasingly selfish and afflicted 
mother . Only a t t h e age of thir ty, 
was she f r e e to travel, to write, 
to do whatever she liked. In the 
midst of her bondage she had a 
s t range, hea r tb reak ing romance 
which she lived th rough with great 
generosity. 

Miss Murphy ' s most admirable 
character is t ic is honesty. She ad-
mits herself to be a middle brow. 
Her style is lamentable, he r home-

in Books, £1.50p). 236 pp. 

m a d e psychology a n d philosophy 
pa infu l ly superficial. I t is interest-
ing t ha t she, coming, a s s h e did, 
f r o m educated, l iberal Cathol ie 
paren ts , has arr ived a t a polit ical 
posit ion very much like Connor 
Cru ise O'Brien's. W i t h he r i t is 
no t the two nat ions h a n g up. but 
t h e discovery tha t it is na t iona l i sm 
t h a t is to blame for all our mis-
for tunes . This c o n c l u s i o n Gad 
h e l p us. she reaches while looking 
a t a first World W a r cemetery , 
t h a t anyone could t h i n k na t iona-
l ism was the cause of t h a t holo-
c a u s t is almost unbelievable. Does 
6he know nothing abou t imperial 
marke t s , even a f t e r t rave l l ing . 
A f r i c a and India? I t is also dis~ 
pleasingly obvious t h a t she writes 
f o r t he English marke t , one won-
d e r s why the I r ish government , 
w h e n it so imaginat ively gave 
wri ters a tax-free haven, did no t 
insist tha t they publish in Ireland. 

I t would be chur l i sh , however, 
to expect an eccentr ic to follow 
a n y pattern. She h a s admi rab le 
qualities. She really loves na ture , 
t h e bicycle and books. She is cour-
ageous and strong. She knows wha t 
s h e wants to do a n d does it. Such 
people are scarce. 

'P .O 'F . 
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DEMOGRAMS 
Q P E A K I N G to a meeting of the 

East Anglia TUC In Chelmsford 
en September 6th Mr Desmond 
Greaves. Editor of the Irish Demo-
crat, said that England was spend-
ing £1.500,000,000 on the six coun-
ties, with the aim of keeping them 
apart from the rest ot Ireland. A 
fraction of that sum would suffice 
to reunite the country. It was time 
the workers asked why their money 
was being wasted. 

* • + 

We understand that :n that same 
tuwn of Chelmsford Mr A W. Stal-
ard MP. respected throughout the 

Jr.sh community for h:s champion-
;hip of Irish rights, collapsed at a 
meeting and had to be taken to 
hosp.tal This is ;-]!•'•: unfortunate 
uist before the I .airs r Party con-
ference. 

* * * 

Four hundred copies of the Irish 
Democrat are being distributed by 
members of the Labour Committee 
on Ireland, as part of its campaign 
to win a new policy on the Irish 
question. 

A social evening was hold at the 
Wood Street Social Club in Bolton, 
for the purpose o! launching the 
writings of I ho late Mr Michael 
Weaver, u ho was prominent in 
Irish circles in this so,;th Lanca-
shire town 

Would you believe. Paddy Bond 
who lightly trips like a two year 
old. has been in the Connolly As-
sociation thirty long years. A din-
ner in his honour is be ing held on 
Friday, October 53rd. Full details 
from Noel Gordon, telephone 837-
4826. 

COPING WITH THE RECE$|lpN 
IF you want my c.pm.on, he said, 

the generation that s going 
today doesn't know how to cope 
with the recession 

As a matter of fpet I wasn't 
exactly thirsting al ter his opinion 
at all but he wasn i the kind to let 
that deter him. 

••They don't?" 1 asked with 
resignation. 

Not a bit of them: They can 
only view it in one -nay.' 

How many ways are there to 
view it?" I asked, trying to sup-
pi ess a touch of irritation. 

If a man :s cut of work and 
h a u n t a job to make ends meet, or 
n he's being asked to do without 
a wage rise this year, how can he 
view the recession but Uoomily to 
say the least?'' 

Tnat's a negative outlook." my 
man replied. "It 's (kleatist as they 
used to say during the war." 

"So what would you be suggest-
ing-1 I asked him more in annoy-
ance than anything else. "Do you 
reckon we should all go about sing-
ing and clapping hands, or what?" 

I here's no need to get sarky now. 
,;.e oal branchcr." reproved me. 
1 in trying to put forward some 

useful and constructive ideas about 
how to cope with the times thar 
are in and I don't thmx it calls 
for sarcasm." 

'Fair uiotigh." I conceded, "so 
what's the crack?" 

The crack is this." he said 

reaching for his pint, the country 
is in a bad way and it doesn't look 
like getting any better." 

"Not while Maggie T. and her 
crew are in command. 

You see, you're making the 
same mistake as the rest." my man 
observed. "You can only view it in 
terms of politics, of Labour versus 
Tory, wage restraints and wage 
rises, prices and inflation, monetar-
ism and the opposite to monetar-
ism . . . '' 

So how else can you view it? 
Isn t tha t what it's all about?" 

"Yes. I know—I know," he agreed 
with a touch of impatience. "That 's 
cne level—that's the situation as it 
is or it might be if such and such 
was done. Or again it mightn ' t — 
if you see what I mean." he added 
a mite obscurely. 

"I'm afraid that I con't." I told 
him unhelpfully. 

"Well I'll put it like this to you 
—leave aside the situation as it is, 
the remedy as it is or might be— 
the whys and wherefores if you 
like.'' 

Leave all that aside?" I asked. 

Exactly." he nodded, 

So what have we then?" I 
wanted to know, genuinely curious 
as to the workings of his mind. 

What you have, my good man is 
this: you have a recession, money 
is tight, you may as you said your-
seli be out of a job or you may be 
having a job to make do on your 
pay—are you with me now?" 

PETER MULLIGAN'S PEEPSHOW 

H. A T K I N S has been released 
frcm Northern Ireland and tor his 
sins J. Prior has been made Secre-
tary of State. He will receive a 
cabinet salary of £28,000 plus his 
parl iamentary salary of £8,181 per 
year. Those who expect changes 
should remember that Britain only 
ieft Zimbabwe after the Foreign 
Office had enforced a racialist con-
stitution. 

"The Concept of Northern I n -
land as an indept: r.dent state 
within the E.E.C. originated as a 
basis of a research thesis by one Mr 
Glenn Barr of the New Ulster 
Political Research Group. This :s 
a well-known front for the para-
military Ulster Defence Associa-
tion.-- Liberal News. 

The Ulster Loyalist Demo-
cratic Party, the political wing of 
the para-mil l tary Ulster Defence 
Association has 150 paid up mem-
bers all of whom are drawn from 
ihe 15,000-strong Ulster Defence 
Association."- Sunday Times. 

r 

The Ministry of Defence is at 
present investigating allegations 
that members of the National 
Front and the British Movement 
have taken over the 131 Commano>. 
Unit of the Territorial Army. The 
Ministry previously failed to investi-
gate the known fact that members 
of H.M. Forces have attended the 
annual Fascist gathering in Bel-
gium. 1TMES. 

The R.U.C. are very proud of 
their new .357 Ruger Magnum 
pistols. They recently received 6,000 
from the U.S.A. 

'i HE TURK. "British policy in 
> lii '.'I .'a: ; ?. \ to keep it 
•:» !!><• Un.te-i K r . d o m by general 
consent }".»<• not worked, is not 
working and v." nol work. Even 
..mong those who • ish it would 
work, and know thi attempt to have 
oeen honourab'e that sad fact is 
more r e c o g n : • ery day. The 
• tgns multiply. Protestants, the 
r eal majorif . . <? as :. group as 
little interested as ever m offering 
a share m r.ov er to Roman 
Catholics." Sundav Tunes. 

"When Ihe British press prints 
an account of an incident as if it 
were an established fact, and it is 
clear that the reporter himself is 
not on the spot, It is a 99 per cent 
certainty that it is the army's ver-
sion that is being given."—TIew 
SOCIETY. 

The Provisionals continued to 
insist that they were special' 
prisoners, and the Government con-
fim;ed to deny it. refusing to ack-
nowledge that they had been 
irresteri. det; nod. interrogated 
and sentenced under special' emer-
gency legislation Only in prison 
did they suddenly become 'ordi-
nary' prisoners, sentenced by a due 
process of law that was anything 
but ordinary." From Peter Taylor. 
"Beating the Terrorist" many of 
the Republican prisoners who gave 
their lives would have been free 
today if they had denied then-
principles and accepted criminal 
status. 

"A lance-corporal in the Royal 
Artillery put the problem a little 
more succinctly; — We wouldn't 
ha»? no bother here if the Irish 
were wiigs; if they was wogs we 
could just get stuck in and sort 
them out and no one would worry. 
Instead of that, there's ail this talk 
about us murdering them. I tell 
you why we are here, said a gunner 
in the Royal Artillery, picking his 
teeth with a broken matchstick. 
We are here to be targets while the 
politicians mark time. It's all very 

well to keep being eld we're win-
ning. Winning what? What's hap-
pening is that we are putting more 
people away, but some time or the 
other that lot have got to be let 
out. What's going to happen then, 
that's what I want to know? 
Seems to me we'll probably be back 
where we started." 

Pee." iiis mate added, return-
ing to familiar theme, "if they 

V'e reprint this interview from 
the Sundav Times Magazine as it 
typifies the moral dilemma the 
British Army is in. It has lost an 
empire and failed to find a role. 

The Irish Government has un-
expectedly released the L i t t l e j o h n 
brothers. They still claim they 
were working for M16 when they 
robbesi the Allied Irish Bank of 
£67,000 to discredit the I R A and 
assist the passing of tougher 
legislation against the Republican 
Movement. Kenneth Littlejohn 
claimed he had been c l e a r e d to 
commit murder for the British 
Secret Service. As he himself said 
"Not to murder indlscimlnately, 
but certainly they had certain 
targets in mind." T h e t w o b r o t h e r s 
claimed tha t they were assured 
they would not be handed back if 
they could return to the safety of 
England. "We were badly betrayed" 
they said and disclosed tha t they 
"were returned to Ireland as a 
swap for two Britons arrested in 
Dublin carrying secret documents." 

K. Littlejohn has only served 
seven years of a 20-vear sentence 
and his brother had only served 
eight years of a 15-year sentence. 
Before being returned to Ireland 
they were wanted by the West 
Midlands police in connection with 
a £38,000 payroll robbery in Smeth-
wlck. But they were mysteriously re-
moved from the wanted list and 
travelled freely between London 
and Dublin. They now claim tha t 
they are on a "hit list" whether of 
the IRA or M16 is not known. The 
Irish will remember the Lennon 
case. -Dai ly Mail. 
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"All the way." I informed him. 

"So instead of working yourself 
into a sweat about the whys and 
the wherefores, the remedy and all 
the rest—which in a n y ^ a s e even if 
you got it wouldn't begin to make 
a lot of difference for a consider-
able time . . . I mean if you got 
the best Socialist Government in 
the world in Westminster tomor-
row—I take it you're a Socialist?— 
it would be a fair while before you 
began to notice the difference." 

"Not tha t long. I'm sure." 

"Long enough! You don't pull 
out of a recession like this over-
night. But I 'm not on about pull-
ing out of a recession—I'm on 
about coping with it. making the 
best of things in a practical way." 

"Elucidate." I begged him. 

"Well I'll put it like this: do you 
ever see a man new with a patch 
on his trousers?" 

"I beg your pardon?' ' 

"With a patch on his arse, man! 
I 'm speaking English, am I not?" 
I agreed tha t he was indeed and 
asked him what ihe point of the 
patch was. 

"The point is tins—that no one 
takes the trouble to get longer out 
of their clobber these days by 
patching and darning. Do you 
know." he looked at me accusingly, 
"a man had a letter in the Irish 
Press the other day saying he 
couldn't buy a darning needle any-
where. And do you know why he 
couldn't?" 

Well it wasn't the lack of money, 
I expect." 1 sain with .,n effort at 
levity. 

"No it wasn't the bloddy lack of 
money, smart ass—it was the lack 
of needles! They just didn't have 
them anywhere for the simple rea-
son that nobody wants them any-
more. Shops don't stock objects 
tha t nobody wants, do they?" 

"Agreed." I sain, nodding. 
Ana tha t means that no one 

darns socks any more — or patches 
trousers any more. And it's the 
same with shoes—do you ever see 
a pair of shoes mended with a 
piece of bicycle tube now like you 
used to do during the war when 
the leather and rubber were 
scarce?" 

You didn't. I agreed, and my man 
got rightly in his stride. 

"We have a throw-away men-
tality today, so we have. Everyone 
is affected by it so they are." 

"Planned obsolescence the Yanks 
used to call it." I told him help-
fully. "The idea was to use as 
much as you could so that you kept 
everyone in work." 

"I know what the idea was," he 
snapped ungratefully," I read up on 
all tha t ! But that ' s okay if you 
have infinite resources and even 
the Yanks haven't got infinite re-
sources, so they haven't. What I 'm 
talking about if you'd only let me 
develop me idea, is combatting this 
recession in a practical everyday 
manner. In other words utilising 
your resources to the full." 

"Proceed," I begged him and he 
did. 

"It 's like this, friend: you could 
cut your footwear and clothing 
bills by a good half, if not more, if 
you got back to the patching and 
darning and boot mending—and 
that, by my reckoning, would be the 
same as a fifty per cent wage in-
crease. In practical terms!" 

"Would it?" I mused uncertainly. 
"Of course it would man! If you 

cut your expenses by half isn't tha t 

the same as getting a commensur-
ate increase in pay? Only there's 
not a hope in hell of getting that 
kind of increase these days. So you 
forget about the things you can't 
have—the big increase—and you 
concentrate on the thing tha t you 
can do which is making what you 
have go farther. That 's where your 
real practical economy comes in, 
your darning and patching and 
cobbling. And then we move on to 
the grub" He looked a t me 
keenly. "Grub is an important 
item." 

"No Question of it," I put with 
him. 

"So what do you do? You make 
the most of what you have got. 
Bones is the thing, fr iend!" 

"I beg your pardon?" 
"Bones . . . never mind your steak 

at nearly three quid a pound . . . " 
"I never buy steak at three quid 

a pound," I objected. "What do you 
think I am, a millionaire?" 

"No, of course you're not, and 
neither am I. That 's why I'm talk-
ing economy to you. isn't it? Bones 
was what I said, friend—buy bones 
from your butcher and make a 
stew of them. I don't mean bones 
with nothing on them at all, I 
mean bones with a bit of meat on 
—not necj 
And buy yo 
you c,>n on jlii&l 
your stew ItW cttie 

lot, but a bit. 
bles as cheap as 

ket and make 
id in the old 
a rea! reces-

much Chinese 
knowr, or not 

dinners either 
take-away 
many ready-coOKSd 
from the corner shop. And while 
you're at it. there's potatoes — 
there's nothing at all wrong with 
eating potatoes twice a day, is 
there? Do you know tha t our poor 
unfortunate ancestors had a saying 
about that—spuds each day and 
three times daily, or some such. You 
could have left-over spuds for break-
fast, for instance . . . " 

"Excuse me," I said, "but you're a 
great man for the economy." 

"You have to be. sure, if you're 
to cope with the recession." 

"There's just one thing," I ven-
tured. "when you've cut down on 
your clothing and footwear and 
your food . . . well would you be 
planning a similar economy on the 
booze?" 

"I don't think we need go that 
far, the situation isn't quite tha t 
desperate, mister. In fact I was 
just about to ask if you'd have 
another?" 

"By all means—and to hell with 
poverty," I said, handing him my 
glass. 
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