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These men are 
not criminals! 

Special status before 
more die 

T H E way the mass media switched away from the Long 
• Kesh issue after the first wave of deaths is a commen-

tary on the deplorable state of journalistic morals. 

'PRODS' QUEUE 
FOR PARISH 
PASSPORTS 

* BELFAST Protes tant anxious 
to visit friends in the U.S.A. 

went looking for a passport. There 
was a queue a mile long outside the 
office, as a result of strike action 
by civil servants. 

Somebody suggested that Irish 
passports were quite easy to get. 
I t was with a r a the r odd feeling 
t h a t he applied. But to his sur-
prise he found many of his friends 
there. 

They were quite prepared to be 
I r ish if that was the way to pre-
vent their holidays being spoilt. 

Three hundred and sixty men 
at present enjoy special cate-
gory status. It is thereby ad-
mitted that they are not 
criminals. 

Others, differing only in the 
fact that they were sentenced 
later, are treated as criminals, 
and nobody will listen to their 
case until they are at death's 
door. 

FALSE CONFESSION 
A few days ago three youngsters 

were awarded compensation of over 
sixty thousand pounds for wrongful 
imprisonment, the police having ex-
tracted f rom them a false confes-
sion. 

Then an innocent man who had 
served eight years of a sentence 
of life imprisonment for the mur-
der of a woman he had never seen, 
was released without a stain on 
his character, with his life in ruins. 
Prisoners, he said, were treated 
"like animals". 

If this goes on in "democratic 
Britain" what goes on under the 
Emergency Powers Act, against 
which the Connolly Association 
lobbied Members of Parliament on 
June 24th? 

If juries can accept false confes-
sions, or can be led away by 
expert witnesses whose opinion is 
unreliable, what can happen when 
there is prolonged interrogation in 
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camera, and when there is no jury 
at all? How can we be sure within 
the boundaries of reasonable cer-
tainty, that these men are guilty 
of the offences with which they 
have been charged? 

SPECIAL APPARATUS 
To meet a special political situa-

tion the authorities have construc-
ted an apparatus which they think 
necessary to net the guilty, even 
if some innocent people get 
caught in its toils. The Connolly 
Association deplores this, just as 
it deplores acts of violence of any 
kind, whoever commits them, but 
if the government creates a special 
apparatus reducing the certainty of 
guilt, then it has itself placed 
those caught by it in a special 
category. 

The prisoners are in a special 
category and will remain so as 
long as the Emergency Powers are 
used to catch them. The only 
question therefore is whether they 
should be granted the five demands 
they ask for. 

They should—and not only Irish 
people, but all men and women 
who call themselves democrats — 
tackle their Members of Parliament 
now, and not wait until the next 
prisoner is on the brink of destruc-
tion. I t will unfortunately come 
soon enough. 

Tha t men should be driven to 
this is an indictment of the British 
presence in Ireland. 

IRISH IN WALK 
FOR JOBS 

BY-STANDERS applauded when 
they saw the Connolly Associa-

tion Executive Council banner, carried 
on the final day of the people's 
march against unemployment, from 
Hyde Park to Trafalgar Square by 
Belfastman Noel Gordon and 
Limerickman Michael O'Donnell. 

Among those walking were Jane 
Tate and Gloria Finlay. who had a 
month previously done the first stint 
from Liverpool. 

A SMALL child, not much more 
than eight or nine years of age, 

who did the walk more easily than 
any of us, carried his own poster 
which caused much amusement. It 
bore the legend "Don't sell your jobs. 
We'll need them. Kids against 
Thatcher." 

Estimates of the numbers walking 
vary from 100,000 to 150.000 but it is 
generally agreed that this was the 

biggest demonstration in London 
since the war. 
r PHERE was a sense of purpose 
A absent in British working class 

politics since the thirties. But where-
as during the period of the hunger 
marchers, organised by the National 
Unemployed Workers' Movement, 
those who walked were all unem-
ployed, despite the support (hey got 
along the way, this time many of 
those who walked gave up their 
holidays to do so, and were just as 
likely to be employed as unemployed. 
What took place was that the work-
ing class as a whole were protesting 
against unemployment and demand-
ing an end to the policies which pro-
duced it. Mrs Thatcher is still busy 
sowing the wind; her Minister told 
the unemployed if they wanted to 
work to work for nothing; she will 
live ttf reap the whirlwind. 

A SEA OF BANNERS AT MARBLE ARCH IN RESERVE, THE TUSHES OF POWER ,-f3 
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All roads lead to Downing Rigmarole 
ACCORDING to the New Scien-

tist , U.S. psychologists have 
dete:ted a marked increase anions 
the population ol what thev call 
the Index of Stupidity". Appar-
ently Americans are getting dalter 
and dalter. 

Tiie reason? Pocket calculators. 
Peoples brains are atrophied from 
lac* of use. just as a lazy man s 
muscles uo soft. The teaching pro-
fession is under constant pressure 
to ur^e the use of hardware and 
forget about brainpower. It is good 
tor the electronics industry and 
ho ds out the best chance of breed-
ing a nation ol gullible tools s.ib-
serwient to the machine. 

We wondered how President 
Reagan got where he is. 

' ' . index v ' st .p:dity would 
-* :;u; i" to a t •.-.•:;. high indeed 

bo i-.v people would n.a* what lax 
b e h : d the at tack- ; n Mr T o m 
B :••! He has up=et the pleasant 
at i ..ligcnient bv wi.W.i Government 
,ti;.-. Opposition peiio'.m a boxing 
b.il.ii on the l a n t e r t ^ w h i l e t s -
111 it'll mandarins mah,- the deei-
s.••!.-,. and the big b".> collar the 
I. -a 

I :e Labour Pa: tv iormed. l:i -
; • - i and fought :or b> ordinal x 
v :.• i1 s, decided conference 
it)- unilateral di-ar:r.aiiifnt aiui 

r.g out ot the t: E C 
V.r Healev has o t i--;;ed a s taU-

11i .saying lie is „• p to party 
j; .: nil these is- .es That 's all 
rig .' He's eni i t l 'd t , be. But 
t in- must be what n V-. ' ned. S'-< 
it-... M; Healev for war preparations 
at:-. Mr Benn ag.-.:t>; Mr Foot 
in-' led tiie ta;t:•.: . t> be neither 

• against M P s must an-
•Si • tt 

le 
spailpin 

He . :t-ci in 
v. The 

'.p hi; y. 
1 ng :!:•• 

• . _ m e o: h e .; i. 'i.e. s to 

. ii i, • :.* n .ley 
X • .•'•.•ei'.iiv .I.u.n-; '.'.'.' ; ;.•;.. why 
i , I -v.: '.e.'iij i • : : Bean to 
t • ' 'or it'.-

T ,e; i a n a <' ;-.' . a f t e r 
Th B nr. vent ;;'.'•) tha t 
la .id go: arM".i:e f; > r.ti.i. Wliat-
e . . alio ;' that ::e -:;'.- I here are 
p., ;. x xxii. would l;.-: t . give him 
ai .' inc. 

YVt ev>:: those him 
Of messianic delu<:<,r..-i arc com-
pelled to admit that i.i. lias put 
a v)vub in th.e wheel •: boxology, 
cod'.logy and the /o- h'g" of the 
Citx of Lord 

IT would have made a cat laugh 
to hear Sir Robin Day lecturing 

the Bishop of Dprry on Catholic 
apologetics, completely unaware tha t 
his argument for bringing a charge 
of suicide against Bobby Sands 
could be applied with equal sound-
ness for bringing a charge of mur-
der against Mrs Thatcher. 

But there's no question, the index 
of stupidity is rising fast in Eng-
land. Mr Rees Mogg formerly of 
the London "Time") told "Any 
Questions?" that the English were 
in Ireland to "ke«p two warring 
tribes from killing each other". He 
regretted the great demonstrations 
against the Prince of Wales tha t 
brought New York to a partial 
standstill , and he feared that Bri-
tain was misunderstood not only in 
America but throughout the world. 

The only question nobody asked 
was why Britain had the responsi-
bility to prevent "warring tribes" 
from killing each other. If the 
Russians decide they have a "re-
sponsibility" in Poland (which hea-
ven forbid) will Britain "under-
stand" their position? 

it it ix 
r I ' 'HERE they were again at Ascot, 

champagne corks popping, de-
generate popinjays leading out their 
painted squaws In the world's No 1 
dispiay of pompous inanity. 

W ' H A I • til.11-; It tilt 
' ' C" :.:. A>v). •: 
I: .>: K hy a u.an «;:>• can 

p ;; on o .nei to: a punched 
p. opie ah:: _et home .sab-h. after-
wards has been "putting down 

"a: to grass roots ana trying 
!> a >-e t ::> ima_e 

'Ilii u id.ctV 'I he vo':ng people 
111itlk it a shade s \ i .d net t x-
aet'y uiai '.i'. e but rt»t doing much 
e\eit;ng B .: they respect :t for not 
ti.s_i.ti :ng ltselt with i.pp ::.,nism 
or making a tool of ltst-lf wild 
lunges to the le 11 

So he's going to face the music 
and organ.se a g ioup" And lie's 
one or two other ideas too But 
uait for them 
\ T EANWHILE the Association is 
•*' grow :ng. slowly but steadily, 

and for th.e moment it must make 
the most of the "image" it has 
got. 

It is th.e oldest Irish political 
organiat ioi i in Br:ta:n. founded 
in Sept'-mcer. 1938. its first presi-
dent Roddy Connolly. James Con-
nollv's son Its principle is Labour 
Republic a nism. 

But to s tate a principle and to 
apply it are two very different 
things. Throughout years of 
change and crisis the Association 
has accumulated immense experi-
ence. and if we sometimes criti-
cise younger organisation on the 
basis of that experience, we hope 
thev will take it we mean them 
well, and put it down to old age. 

The collective experience of an 
organisation influences all mem-
bers. and this is particularly 

\ I R S E A N R E D M O N D , 
Gen-.-rct! S e c r e t a r y ot the 

Irish I ' . iutncipal Employees ' 
T rade Union . \\ as p r e v e n t e d 
f r o m aci'iressmt? the t w o con-
ferences ca l led by the Con-
nolly Assoc ia t ion in Liverpool 
and London . He w a s a c t i n g as 
election d i r e c t o r for F r a n k 
Cluskey. l e a d e r of t he L a b o u r 
P a r t v . had to r e m a i n in 
Dublin. 

In the course of a message to 
the conferences he wrote 

"Some seventy years ago. 
when parti t ion was being 
mooted. James Connolly pre-
dicted that it would disrupt the 
unity of the Irish Labour 
Movement How right he was. 
Politically the Labour Movement 
is partitioned. However we have 
a united Trade Union Move-
ment. The Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions is a 32 county 
body, with a Northern Ireland 
Committee. This unitv is very 
precious, and from it flows in-
valuable contact and com-
munication between workers, 
north and south. 

Observers noted something new. 
however, as the keepers of pea-
cocks know when the birds sense an 
approaching thunderstorm, there 
was an atmosphere described as 
"escapism" Upper -c lass rubbish 
was squawked more stridently. The 
young people's dress was just a 
shade brighter t han the bourgois 
norm. 

It was like the Roman Empire 
under Nero or Heliogabalus; not 
"After me the deluge"; these people 
know they are going with the 
deluge. They are too corrupt and 
effete to influence events. They 
fiddle and flaunt while the Praeto-
rian Guard sharpens its weapons 
for the mass murder of slaves. 

aclue'.ed thiougli a poncv of con-
tinuous edui'.ition In both North 
and South London there art weekly 
branch meet.r.gs with a speaker on 
Irish histoi.. or current affairs. 

A result of the education of the 
membership has been that not once 
has one of our meetings or confer-
ences been thrown into chaos by the 
luntal ic lett Sometimes tiiev have 
come to play hell and stayed to 
learn 

11 HOUGH some people may think 
our work unexciting, it is none 

the less essential. We want Britain 
to declare support for the idea of a 
united independent Irish republic, 
support without strings. The deci-
sion to do that must in the end 
be taken in the Cabinet room 

T h a t means that all roads |pad to 
Parl iament. It is not just a matter of 
influencing M Ps, certa.nly not of 
forcing" them For the most part 

the Tories are hopeless The Lab-
our men. with some very significant 
exceptions, know nothing about the 
Irish question. At the recent con-
ference in Glasgow, Mr Carmichael, 
an excellent man. admitted he knew 
next to nothing about it, a pitiful 
commentary on Scottish education, 
for I bet he knows plenty about 
France and the U.S.A. In a word 
we must catch the ear of M.P.s and 
induce them to educate themselves. 

T h a t is the explanation of much 
of what we do. For tha t reason 
we regularly lobby Parliament, in 
February regarding the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act, in June regarding 
the Emergency Provisions Act. 
Tha t is why we send speakers to 
any Labour movement organisation 

Tins was in evidence at last 
y e a r s Annual Conference of 
ICTU held in Belfast. But 
there are difficulties. In recent 
J ears, attempts have been made 
in the North to break away 
from Congress and form a sepa-
ratt "Ulster TUC" which no 
doubt would be a sectarian 
Unionist - dominated body. The 
trade union movement has re-
sisted such a split and has . re-
mained united, despite all the 
problems of the past years. But 
we are conscious of the dan-
gers. and consequently there is 
a tendency to avoid raising the 
question of partition and asso-
ciated issues. 

I should not give the impres-
sion tha t nothing has been said 
or done. Congress has spoken 
out against sectarianism and 
demanded civil rights, but be-
cause of the difficulties referred 
to above, the movement has not 
been as effective as it should be. 
Hence the importance of the 
movement in Britain. We need 
the support of the British La-
bour Movement, which allied 
with the progressive forces 
here, including the Labour and 
Trade Union Movement, can 
make demands on the British 
Government and isolate the 
Unionists. 

In this regard we are heart-
ened and encouraged by the 
developments within the British 
Trade Union and Labour Move-
ment, which, is moving towards 
a new position on Ireland, recog-
nising the right of the majority 
in Ireland to unity. Nothing 
could be more important than 
increasing support for this 
policy, and your conferences in 
Liverpool and London should 
be seen in this context.' ' 
Mr Redmond was for many 

years General Secretary of the 
Connolly Association. 

Street 
prepared to give us a hearing That 1-, 
why we hold conferences to concert 
policies to be presented to members 
of Parliament This is why we pay 
so much attention to research and 
firm information, so as always to 
be credible, even when saying 
quite things contrary to what most 
people believe. 
/ iUR aim is twofold, tirst to make 

the Irish demand accepted 
policy in the Labour Party, and for 
that h must be the accepted policy 
of the movement in general, and 
second to get the party accepting 
that policy into office. 

This work, plus the work of pub-
lishing and distributing a monthly 
periodical, is arduous, but it can be 
good fun. One is reminded of Bill 
Burke who sold a man a paper in 
Kilburn 

"I'm only buying it to wipe my 
ass on." 

"Oh! Man. don't do that!" 
"Why not?" 
"There's terrible sharp words on 

it." 
The Irish have never conducted 

their political work with tears in 
their eyes and faces like Lurgan 
spades. So join the Connollv Asso-
ciation now. for even before the 
Kelly reforms, you will enjoy the 
crack. 

TWO USEFUL 
CONFERENCES 

r p H E Connolly Association and 
» Liverpool Trades Council joined 

forces to hold a conference on the 
Irish question in which the "totality 
of relations'' between Britain and 
Ireland was examined from a work-
ing class point of view. 

This was on June 6th. The chair 
was taken by Mr Desmond Greaves 
and Mr Barry Williams opened on 
behalf of the Trades Council, whose 
secretary Mr A. Doswell was also 
present. 

About fifty delegates attended, from 
a great variety of Labour organisa-
tions. The speakers were Messrs 
Anthony Coughlin, Daltun O Ceal-
laieh. and Cathal MacLinm. 

The speakers, who had come from 
Dublin, went on to London the 
same evening and addressed a larger 
conference in the N U.F.T.O. hall, 
Bloomsbury. 
r P H E local speaker in this case was 
* Mr Martin who was the delegate 

of the Greater London Federation of 
Trades Councils. It was he who a 
year ago chaired the conference of 
the Committee for Withdrawal from 
Ireland. 

A number of delegates from 
UCATT branches deplored the way a 
resolution on Ireland was kept from 
the conference last year Others re-
ported that the Brent Trades Coun-
cil resolution, published in the Irish 
Democrat, had been passed at the 
Conference of the Federation of 
Trades Councils in Blackpool, des-
pite the fact that Len Murray aud a 
representative of the International 
Committee of the T.U.C had spoken 
against it. 

How safe we are ! 
- two quotations 

* U I E fought World War One and 
* * World War Two in Europe 

and we should be just as happy to 
fight World War Three in Europe 
rather than the USA . . . if there 
was a trade off, we would rather 
trade the Russians London or Bonn 
than Washington or Boston. That 's 
just the nature of international poli-
tics. That 's one of the reasons tha t 
we are pushing the people of Bri-
tain to accept more of our nuclear 
weapons, which will be totally under 
the US control and of course If the 
Soviets want to knock us out they 
will be firing at targets In the UK 
rather than the USA," Former Ad-
miral Gene Larocque who was stra-
tegic planner In the Pentagon for 
seven years. 

"In Britain the US Forces have 
at least 21 airbases used or reserved 
for them, nine transportation ter-
minals, 17 weairtn dump* and 
stores, seven nuclear weapons stores, 
38 communications facilities, 10 In-
telligences bases, and three radar 
and solar surveillance sites." NEW 
STATE8MAN. 

Trying to fire 
Concannon 

1 1 "HEN Mi Concannon, Labour* 
» ' foot - and - mouthpiece on six 

county affairs, heard that the Labour 
Committee on Ireland was going to 
hold a demonstration against him in 
Mansiield on Saturday. July 4th, ha 
threatened (o hold a counter-demon-
stration 

The Connolly Association got wind 
of this 11oni members in Nottingham 
and suggested to the L.C.I, that their 
demonstration might prove counter 
productive, merely enabling Mr Con-
cannon to give vent to his anti-
Irish prejudices. 

As interest in the Irish question 
extends it is natural that people 
should seek means of influencing the 
course of events. A demonstration, 
requiring less political preparation 
than anything else, is usually t h i 
first thing thought of. But with-
out local support it could be counter-
productive. 

A I R CONCANNON'S behaviour ha.s 
been so needlessly provocative 

and insensitive that his transfer to 
some other responsibility would be 
almost universally welcomed. But 
those who can do it are his own con-
stituency Labour Party and Mr 
Michael Foot. 

If there were strong feelings In 
Mansfield about his anti-Irish stance, 
things would be different. But what 
about trying to link up with local 
Labour organisations and the mine-
workers to hold a public meeting; In 
Mansfield to explain the Irish case? 

That would be worth doing. 

OUT OF THE 
M O U T H S . . . . 

\ I A R Y HOLLAND. hounded out 
of Britain because of her dut-

spoken criticisms of misgovernment 
in the six counties, is now living in 
Dublin and tells of.her six-year old's 
returning from school to report th» 
general consensus that Mrs That 
clier should be hanged because of her 
attitude to the hunger-strikers. 

Surely it was wrong to hang 
people'.' Indeed it was. But the 
child was not satisfied. "But she's 
the most absolutely horrible person 
in the whole world, isn't sh?, 
mummy'.1" 

Mary Holland notes that this was a 
"Protestant state school in a salu-
brious Dublin suburb." 

Heroism in 
the ghetto 
T HEN the Labour Committee on 

Ireland held its meeting at 
UMIST i Manchester University) oil 
Thursday. May 27th. members of th3 
Connolly Association from both 
Liverpool and Manchester were 
present, and Mr Desmond Greavej 
called for a policy of working for a 
British withdrawal and the setting up 
of a united independent Irish Re-
public. He accused Mrs Thatcher of 
trying to subvert Irish neutrality in 
hopes of getting something in return 
for what she was going to be forced 
to give up. 

A video programme on the hunger 
strikers was shown on a television 
screen. 

Whether this particular vide» 
should be shown in Britain is opeq 
to question. It would seem more 
adapted to distribution in the 
twentysix counties. 

I t showed tremendous power ancf 
sincerity, but its overall impressioij 
"was of people who had taken upqp 
themselves the conscience of the 
whole Irish nation. The heroism 
came through, but it was the heroism 
of the ghetto, surrounded by 
enemies on all sides and sustained by 
historic faith. 

Despite all the sectarian bitterness, 
despite the cruel wrongs inflicted od 
the nationalist people, perhaps it 
might have been possible to sound 9 
traditional republican note, namely to 
indicate to the Protestants that if and 
when they were prepared to accept 
majority rule they would be wet* 
corned as Irish citizens. 

The efforts of men like Mr Robh 
would at least be recognised. 

EAST END NEWS RELEASE 
BLACK flags were flown from windows on a number of housing estates 

in East London on the day of Bobby Sands 's funeral, and voters in 
the municipal elections spoiled their papers by writing his name on 
them Wooer s on the Woolwich barrier downed tools for the day. 

This information is drawn from "East End News," which also printed 
in full the Connolly Association statement demanding special category 
status for political prisoners in Long Kesh. East End News is an inde-
pendent cc-orera tve venture and those who want to buy shares in it 
should write to 17 Victoria Park Square, London. E.2. 

SEAN REDMOND'S MESSAGE 

' : Beon refused 
a a,ill' " w:t:i |.v. ty 
hi .1 oil't till u wi•:: 
^ •.'.' o vv W tS c... 
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A C O M M O N POLICY FOR DEFENCE 
T H E E.E.C. is step by step form-

• Ing into a superstate with all 
the trappings of a superpower. One 
major aspect of this superpower 
leads on f rom political co-operation 
and foreign policy alignment to a 
common defence policy based on a 
new industrial policy. 

E.E.C. foreign ministers, meeting 
recently on the Dutch-West German 
border, agreed to seek ways of Im-
proving the co-ordination of foreign 
policy. Paramount in this are to 
be discussions about security. To 
aid this work it has been advocated 
that an E.E.C. secretariat be 
created. 

In mid-May a public row between 
two E.E.C. Commissioners pin-
pointed the depth to which discus-

BY 
JOHN BOYD 

WHY NOT DECOLONISE? 
L E T T E R 

A CHARA, 
* I wonder how much thought 

Mr Tony Benn, M.P., has given 
to his proposal tha t United' 
Nations troops be asked to replace 
the British Army in the six 
counties. Either Mr Benn is very 
shrewd or extremely naive! 

There is no precedent for the 
United Nations relieving an occu-
pying power of its responsibilities 
for a colony other than in the 
context of the withdrawal of the 
colonial power f rom the occupied 
territory. The U.N. would not 
sanction its troops going to Nor-
thern Ireland in order to hold it 
in t rhs t for Britain: I t should 
be borne in mind tha t the United 
Nations has a policy of de-colon-
isation on the basis tha t "coloni-
aJism is permannent aggression." 
(Mr Foot please note.) 

A few months ago, the U.N. De-
colonisation Committee agreed to 
take up the-case of Puerto Rico, 
which is occupied on a quasi-
colonial basis by the U.S.A. The 
interesting point to note is that 

the U.N. decision to consider the 
situation in Puerto Rico did not 
depend on the ruling adminstra-
tion requesting it. The "govern-
ing" party at the time favoured 
the annexation of the country by 
the U.S. as its fifty-first state. 
I I important question for 

democrats in Britain is: Will 
the UN. be prepared to consider 
pressing for the decolonisation of 
the six counties apd their in-
corporation in an independent 
32-county republic? This is surely 
the pre-condition for U.N. troops 
playing a role in Ireland. From 
the Puerto Rican experience it 
seems tha t the matter can be 
raised at the U.N. without the 
agreement of the British Govern-
ment or the leaders of the vari-
ous brands of six-county Union-
ism. So how do we do it? Does 
it require the support ' of a U.N. 
member State? Can a political 
organisation such as the Connolly 
Association make the case? It 
would be interesting to get 
people's views and any informa-
tion as to the procedure for rais-
ing the subject a t the U.N. 

Brian Wilkinson. 

sions have been taken on the form-
ing of a common defence policy, 
British Commissioner Tugenhat 
pointed out that political co-opera-
tion between member states is be-
ginning to embrace security ques-
tions. He then called on the Com-
munity to base a new industrial 
policy on joint development and 
purchasing ol defence equipment. 
Irish Commissioner O'Kennedy pub-
licly denounced his colleague for 
"making unacceptable, premeditated 
and out of order remarks", and 
objected to the call for more co-
operation on defence by E.E.C. 
members, the objection focusing 
on the fact that West Germany, 
France and Britain decide E.E.C. 
policies and not neutral Ireland 
which is being dragged along this 
ultra-reactionary road. 

T'O counter the growing peace 
movement against nuclear wea-

pons and NATO in /estern Europe 
every effort will be made to obtain 
support for pure European defence 
policy. Ever since the formation of 
the E.E.C., on the excuse that for-
mer enemies are now members of 
the Community, the line has been 
pushed that there cannot be any 

• m o r e wars in "Europe". Peace will 

reign even il you do have to put 
up with paying a little extra along 
with not a few Inconveniences. 

The title Europe', meaning in 
reality the E.E.C., has been an Im-
portant psychological victo y in 
order to distort the facts of the 
real situation. 

The E.E.C. is part of West Europe 
and covers only one-third of the 
area and one-half ol the population 
of the whole continent. 

Apart from Ireland, tiny Luxem-
bourg and latterly new member 
Greece, all members of the Com-
munity are former imperial powers. 
The economic colonial links conti-
nue via both the Rome Agreement 
and other special trading agree-
ments. This is to be seen against 
a background of ine E.E.C. being 
the dominant and largest t rading 
bloc in the world. An economic 
and hence a political hold continues 
over these third-world oountries. 
T « E formation of the E.E.C. as 

• a superpower In a new form of 
imperialism is in need of its own 
common defence policy to repel 
several threats to its very existence. 
These threats come from the other 
centres of imperialism, American 
and Japanese dominance In the 
"Western World", the influence and 
spread of both socialism f rom the 
east and the fu r ther success of t he 
national liberation movements. In 
addition one threat the E.E.C. would 
probably not tolerate is a peop e 
within the Community deciding to 
opt out of the West European Pact. 

The suggestion by the new pro-
t.E.C. party, the Social Democrats, 
has b«en that the E E.C. send a 
peace-keeping force to Nc tnern 
Ireland. They do not suggest that 
a unified Ireland be allowed as 
this might lead to Ireland with-
drawing from the E.E.C. and caus-
ing a weakening of the Community. 

In practice the E.E.C. as a super-
power is an ultra-reactionary pact 
which is now in an economic crisis 
following a period of apparent 
stability. The classic capitalist sys-
tem's solution to this situation Is 
a drive to war. This explains why 
the common defence policy, advoca-
ted openly in the mid- seventies by 
leading "Europeans", Is now dis-
cussed in terms of a new Industrial 
policy with elements of national 
specialisation. 

The major driving force to a 
common defence policy emanates 
from the tnree leadlns nation 
states, especially West Germany. 
This derives from the r>0sitijn of 
West Germany dominat n^ the 
E.E.C. in industrial, economij, poli-
tical and agricultural terms. Cer-
tain elements in West Germany 
would like to regain lands lost in 
the second world war ai d tactions 
In the British Government want to 
deal a death blow to the socialist 
countries. 

In terms of the E.E.C. the ques-
tion of peace is paramount. Both 
the anti-Market and the peace 
movements will have to further to 
expose the forming of a common 
defence policy and oppose the fur-
ther development of the E.E.C. as 
a superpower. 

BIRR and the Parsons 
family 

by 
R.H.W. Johnston 

Ireland and the Third World 
P I C T U R E D a b o v e a r e Profes -
1 SOT Cha r l e s T. G. Dillon, 
C h a i r m a n of t h e E.S.B. in Ire-
l and a n d Dr Ghaz i Al Gosaibi, 
M i n i s t e r of I n d u s t r y and Elec-
t r i c i t y in Saudi A r a b i a , s igning 
an a g r e e m e n t for s e t t i n g up a 
jo in t commiss ion for con-
s u l t a n c y serv ices in Saudi 
A r a b i a . 

The export of expertise earns 
the E.S.B. some £5 million a year. 

Contracts have been won in face 
of competition f rom Britain, the 
United States, Canada. France, 
Germany and Japan. Countries 
involved include Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Egypt, the Sudan and 
Sierra Leone. 

JRISH engineers, technicians and 
administrators, as well as 

finance and personnel experts 
have helped these countries with 

their development programmes, 
and as a result enormous prestige 
accrues to Ireland, which has 
gained many new markets as a 
result. 

Irishmen are very acceptable in 
these countries, say the E.S.B. 
not only* because of their recog-
nistd expertise, but also because 
Ireland is not identified with any 
major power bloc and because it 
has never been associated with 
colonialism. 

Perhaps some of this was in Mr 
Tugendhat's mind when he 
brushed with "O'Kennedy over 
Irish neutrality. The British Tories 
feel enviousi and destructive 
when they see Ireland's reputa-
tion soaring in the third world, 
while thanks to its non-involve-
ment in the a r m s race, it can have 
the fastest economic growth rate 
in western Europe. 

" W H I L E on the trail of the Irish 
roots of the late J . D. Bernal, 

I recently had occasion to visit Birr 
Castle, the seat of the Earl of 
Rosse. This place is perhaps best 
known because of the 72-inch tele-
scope which was operational there 
f rom 1850 to 1908 (the largest in 
the world at the time). Not so 
well known, however, are the links 
between the Parsons family and the 
high technology of the time, parti-
tularly military technology. 

The telescope was built by the 
third Earl in the period 1840-50. 
using workshops established at Birr 
manned by local labour. The mirror 
was cast at Birr from speculum 
metal (a copper-tin alloy) and opti-
cally shaped with the aid of 
Thomas Grubb. a Kilkenny optician 
who had set up business in Rath-
mines. The polishing was powered 
by a s team engine built in the Bin-
workshops for the purpose. All the 
mechanical support and movement 
system was also built there. For 
a period, Birr was the "centre of 
the world'' as regards precision 
optical and mechanical technology. 
Among the early visitors was 
Charles Babbage, who invented the 
concept of the computer and was 
a t tempting to embody the concept 
in a mechanical device. 

The third Earl was by no means 
an amateur eccentric; he was a 
scientist determined to push tech-
nology to the limits of possibility. 
The main obstacle to the develop-
ment of optics then was the lens-
makers' craft , which was a carefully 
guarded mystery. The objective of 
the Birr Castle project was to hike 
the witchcraft out of optical design, 

jm^msm 

• | h 

HUNGER-STRIKER GOING UP IN WARRINGTON? 
i IVERPOOL H-Block committee 

Is talking about sending up a 
hunger striker in the Warrington 
bye-elect Ion. 

The Connolly Association has 
advised them not to do so, at the 
very least before they see what 
poeitlon the Labour Candidate, not 
yet chosen, takes up. 

The "Revolutionary Commu-
nist*" who led them into the Ill-
fated demonstration which was at-
tacked by Orangemen and the 

National Front, have now broken 
with them and issued a hilarious 
document a t tacking them. We 
wish we had space for it. 

THE H-Block - Committee Is 
rightly turning to parliamen-

tary politics. After all the decision 
to get eut of Ireland has to be 
made in the Cabinet Room, and 
the problem is to get somebody 
there who wilt t ake it, as well as 
to provide reasons for taking it. 

But the vital question for a 

t rue politician Is "how do I In-
fluence the course of history and 
in what direction?" 

Our friends in the H-Block com-
mittee will, we hope, wr !„n up 
the probable effect ef dlvr ting the 
Irish vote from a possibly good 
Labour man, and helping the 
Tories and the egregious Mr 
Jenkins. And we hope our friends 
in t h e Labour and Trade Union 
movement will reflect on t h e need 
to offer young Irish people seme 
prospect in the political process. 

and open it up to scientific techno-
logy. He had previously outlined 
liis theoretical approach in a paper 
to the Royal Society (circa 1835). 

I PASS over the astronomical as-
pects; they are well known (the 

best known is the identification of 
the nebula in Andromeda and other 
spiral nebulae as extra-galactic). I 
want to bring out the relationship 
with technology whicl^ developed 
through the 3rd Earl's youngest son 
Charles, bom in 1854. 

Charles Parsons grew up in Birr 
Castle, participated in the normal 
gentleman's education (with tut -
tors etc, who were selected by tire 
Earl for their scientific bent i sup-
plemented by "serving his time'' in 
the Birr Castle workshops). " In 
later life, when engineering training 
via the "sandwich course principle 
was coming in. Sir Charles Parsons 
used to claim to have been the first 
to have been educated in that way.-
He went on. a f t e r spells at Trinity 
College, Dublin and Cambridge, to 
become one of the outstandingly 
creative engineers of the epoch. He 
is best known for the steam turbine, 
which he invented specifically to 
combine with a dynamo to give a 
smooth output of electricity for 
lighting. Parsons turbo-generators 
soon became the sU .icl.rd for local 
power-stations, as v ell .. ; for mili-
tary applications in battleships etc 
(the first was in a Chilean vessel 
in 1885). He also went into search-
lights, providing a complete system 
with portable turbo-generator and 
high-quality optics (the latter t ra-
dition he had picked up in his 
father 's workshop). 

Eventually in 1896 he developed 
a marine propulsion unit, which he 
demonstrated by gate-crashing the 
Spithead review of the Royal Navy 
in 1897 and running rings round 
the fastest ships. 

"IITEANWHILE the Grubb optical 
tworks in Rathmines had estab-

lished itself as the prime supplier 
of gunsights, periscopes etc to the 
Royal Navy; this continued all dur-
ing the war until 1920. when for 
strategic reasons the firm was moved 
to St Albans. By 1925, war con-
tracts having dried up, the firm 
i headed by Sir Howard Grubb, son 
of the Kilkenny optician who had 
worked with the third Earl of 
Rosse) got into tr„ubie. Sir Charles 
Parsons bailed it out, forming the 
firm Howard Grubb & Parsons, 
which exists to this day. He bailed 
it out because he felt there should 
be at least one good supplier of 
optical glass in Britain. 

This brief sketch, I hope, gives a 
hint of the type of complex rela^ 
tionship that, exists between pure 
science (astronomy), technology 
(mechanical engineering and op-
tics) and war. This relationship 
was worked over by Bernal in great 
depth and breadth (e.g. in "Science 
in History'. World without War") 
in his pioneering work on the 
theme of science-technology and 
•ociety. 

~\J IEWED from an Irish angle, it 
is evident that the science was in 

the tradition of the amateur landed 
gentry and the technology went to 
Britain, because the linkages led 
that way. Birr was an isolated 
rural town at the end of a branch-
line. In 1981 it still has a manual 
telephone exchange. Imagine what 
would have happened if Birr had 
been a railway junction and pos-
sessed a linen-mill. With that 
workshop and the Parsons engin-
eering skill, they would soon have 
been exporting looms. But for this 
to happen, the linkages between the 
advanced scientific technology and 
the local productive process must 
egtist. i n famine-stricken Ireland 
the gap was too great, except pos-
sibly in and around Belfast, where 
the epic of William Thompson 
(Lord Kelvin) is worth telling, per-
haps oa some future occasion. 
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James Connolly's 
daughter dies 
T H E clealh of Mrs Nora Connol ly 
* 0 Bnen. daughter of James 

Connolly, at the age of 8S, will be 
un ive r sa l ly regret ted In I re land. 

1 nrout jnout her l i te she w a s a 
disinterested and dedicated Repub-
lican whose enthusiasm never 
flagged. Less interested in political 
theory than her brother, who died 
not long ago, she was perhaps more 
emotionally involved In her father 's 
vision for Ireland. She recently 
visited the U.S.A. to give tacts 
about the nnsgovernment of the 
six counties. Her opposition to 
partition was total and uncom-
promis ing. 

Born in Edinburgh in 1893, she 
was taken to Dublin three years 
!ater. in 190J went to the United 
States and remained there until 
1911. She was active In politics 
from the age of 15, and was in her 
f a the r s confidence, undertaking 
secret missions, one of which was 
concerned with bringing Llam 
Mellowes home when he had been 
deported to England. 

For a time she was a futl-tlme 
official of the I.T.G.W.U. and dur-
ing that period she was Dublin 
correspondent of Sylvia Pankhurst 's 
left-wing Labour Paper, the Work-
ers' Dreadnought. 

She was active In the Republi-
can Congress and when that o r 
ganisation split took the side of 
those who wished to stand for the 

Workers Republic". After this she 
had little to do with party politics, 
becoming disillusioned with the 
Labour Party following the 1948 
coalition. 

THE MEN THE DAIL DEPENDS ON 

RESULTS 
) ESt 'LTS of Connolly Association 

H 'l.d.us in Ireland' draw. June I V 

1931. 
Name in bracket denotes seller:— 

1. AirtU'kets for two or £1.30 — 
ticket 611-0. T. Leonard. Kingston-
on-Thames i winner); 2 £40. 10398. 
R. Tolhur: t. Chelmsford w inner i; 
1 £10. I16,i9. Susan Molloy'Harrow 
'S. O'Neill 4 £j, 11830. P. Jen-
nings. London N19 iJ. Guilioylei; 
consolation prizes of £1. '3576. P. 
Clarke. Liverpool iP. Bond': .3001. 
3. Hugyett. London E8 'winner ' ; 
14932. T Blennerhassett. Wembley 
'Winner : 14102, D. O'Riordan. II-
fnrd P. Bond i; 12580. N. Springate. 
Stoneleigh. Surrey (J. Elworthyi; 
1944. B Crowley. London N6 (win-
ner): 40S8. Penny Witham London 
NW10 <N. Green); 13305. Anne Boy-
Inn. London NW10 IR. Kellyi; 
12793, Pat Garry. London NVV3 (P 
Bond ': 6240. C. Leslie. Harrow < win-
ner ' : 977,). Terry Shiels Jnr.. 
Coventry (T. Shielsi; 1663, Katie 
Conroy. London SE15 'J. Conroy); 
7229. Geraldine Rigney. London 
SW17 i P. Bond): 11657. Gerry Mol-
loy. Harrow iS. O'Neill ' ; 3742. Bene-
dict Gaster. London NW3 i.M. Gas-
t e n : 10078. Brian Stovvell. Liverpool 
(winner ' : 8761, Angela O'Connell, 
London S\V6 iM. O'Donnell >: 13891, 

McNicliolas, London SE17 <S. 
O'Neill.: 11025. Kathleen Fleming, 
London SW16 (M. D a l v : 11100. 
John McGuire. London SE1 > iM 
Duly). 

COALITION? 
The Irish Labour Party confer-

ence on June 28th decided to em-
power the new leader Mr Michael 
O'Learv to enter a coalition with 
Pine Gael. 

Both the I.T.G.W.U. and the 
Amalgamated T.G.W.U. had man-
dated their delegates to opoose but 
their numbers were insufficient. 

There has been considerable 
puzzlement at an article in the 
"Irish Times" by Senator Justin 
Keating strongly urging Labour to 
enter. Unless there was some spe-
cial reason one would have expected 
the opposite. 

I Hi: : n;e and tut lire of the 23rd 
' I,ail rests with five Indepen-

dents and the Sinn Fein Workers 
Party Who are they? 

Noel Browne has been in Irish 
politics lor 33 years. Originally 
elected to: Sean MacBride's Clann 
na Poblachu m 1948, he was the 
Minister for Health responsible for 
the "Mother and Child" scheme. He 
has always got working-class and 
liberal middle-class support for his 
record on that. Since then he has 
been a member of Fianna Fail, the 
National Progressive Democrats, the 
Labour Party and the Socialist La-
bour Party, He" is the supreme 
individualist a lone voice for Ire-
land's social underdogs and for his 
own version of socialism. He is 
going to make up his own mind on 
what to do in the new Dail and 
will not take advice or guidance 
from his party. He is now 65. He 
says of the election: "It is almost 
eerie to think that such a blunt 
instrument as PR could have deli-
vered such a precise result, could 
have allowed people to sav you 
haven't given us an alternative." 

Sean Dublin Bay Rockall Wood 
Ouay Loftus has added to his name 
by deed-poll to show the local com-
munity causes he had fought for 
for over twenty years. He has used 
a drawing of a bulldog as his em-
blem in repeated fights as an inde-

pendent in the Clontart. Raheny. 
Howth areas of Dublin North East. 
His tenacity has been awarded this 
time by success on a margin of a 
handful of votes at the last count 
in his area. Dublin Corporation 
took him to law because of his suc-
cess in delaying work on the Wood 
Quay Viking site on which they 
are building new offices, and he had 
heavy damages awarded against 
him. In the bargaining and jockey-
ing for the support of the Indepen-
dents af ter the election Loftus is 
reported to have been offered the 
Lord Mayoralty of Dublin by Fine 
Gael and Labour and the speaker-
ship of the Dail by Fianna Fail. 
But he says tha t after being inde-
pendent for twenty years he is "not 
going to take the shilling now". 
He is a nationalist who does not 
think much of Mrs Thatcher and 
her carry-on over the H-blocks. He 
says Britain should make a politi-
cal decision to disengage from Ire-
land. He would lean towards Fianna 
Fail ra ther than a coalition, but as 
an Independent who got in by a 
tiny margin he will not be anxious 
to have another general election 
just yet. 

Jim Kemmy was elected as an 
Independent Socialist in Limerick. 
He is a stonemason and used to 
be active in the Labour Party, 
until he quarrelled with the Labour 
right winger in that city, Stevie 
Coughlan, who made anti-semitic 

remarks and supported tiie vi.-.t 
of the South African Spimgboks 
He was also bitterly disillusioned 
with the Labour Party 's lurch to-
wards coalition with Fine Gael 
after the abandonment of the g > 
it-alone policy they followed in tlie 
1969 election, which brought Laboui 
the biggest vote in its history 116.J 
per cent). He has been a vigorous 
champion of Limerick's needy and 
downtrodden and his involvement 
in cultural activities, reflecting a 
cultivated literary taste, has won 
him the support of many educated 
and professional people Jim 
Kemmy, unfortunately, subscribes 
to the so-called "two nations' ' thesis 
regarding the North's Protestants 
and Catholics. He would like 
Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish Con-
stitution deleted and his anti-
nationalism and anti-republicanism 
should make him lean towards a 
coalition. 

Nell Blaney is the Independent 
Fianna Fail, T.D. f rom Donegal, 
former comrade of Messrs Haughey 
and Boland in the days of the 
1970 Arms Trial. Since then he has 
remained aloof while Charles 
Haughey made his peace with his 
party and eventually displaced Jack 
Lynch as its leader, while Kevin 
Boland founded his own party, 
Aontach Eireann, which failed to 
get off the ground. There has been 
no formal contact between Mr 
Blaney and Charles Haughey since 

LUCKY IN HIS POLITICS 
\ I ICHAEL O'Leary, the new 
1 1 leader of the Irish Labour 
Party following the defeat of Frank 
Cluskey, once sold the "Irish Demo-
crat" around the pubs of Padding-
ton and Camden Town. 

That was in his student days In 
the mid-1950s when the witty, fast-
talking Corkman was working as 
a conductor on the Harrow Road 
bus run during his summer vaca-

G.L.C. LEADER 
ON H-BLOCKS 

iy.TR KEN LIVINGSTONE, newly-
elected leader of the Greater 

London Council, has called for sup-
port for the five demands of the 
H-block prisoners and for the La-
bour Party to work towards British 
disengagement from Ireland. 

"The British Army is in Northern 
Ireland to intimidate the Catholic 
population," he said, "not to keep 
the peace." He said he did not 
agree with Tony Benn's call for a 
United Nations force, as he thought 
t ha t this was really a mat ter for 
the Irish people. "They've had us 
for a few hundred years there. I'm 
not sure they'd want the U.N. now." 

Describing Northern Ireland as a 
completely artificial state and wel-
coming the election of two H-block 
candidates to the Dail, Mr Living-
stone said that he was anxious to 
"try and correct the propaganda in 
North America where the British 
Establishment is trying to create 
the impression that the freedom 
fighters are some sort of gang-
sters." 

He described the visit of Labour 
shadow spokesman Don Concannon 
to the dying Bobby Sands as "a 
disgusting action, provoking wide-
spread revulsion and disgust", and 
said that his position was that 
Britain should withdraw from Ire-
land and leave the Irish to govern 
themselves. 

He told journalists who questioned 
him after he spoke at an H-block 
meeting that it was Mr Foot who 
was rocking the Labour Party vote 
particularly in his att i tude towards 
"the prisoners of war". He said 
tha t pressure was mounting within 
the Labour Party for a change in 
its approach to Ireland and fore-
cast that by the end of this year 
the parliamentary bipartisan policy 
would be over. , 

tions f rom UCC. At that time, 
along with Barry Desmond — now 
Labour T.D. for Dun Laoghaire 
Anthony Coughlan and Cal O'Her-
lihy — he was a leading light in 
the University College Cork branch 
of the Labour Party, an irreverent 
youngster on the Irish Left, an 
admirer of James Joyce and a man 
whose primary interest was liter-
ature. 

Since then O'Leary has gone far. 
He and Barry Desmond were the 
first university graduates to be 
employed by the Irish Transport 
and General Workers Union. He 
became Education Officer of the 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions in 
1963 He was one of the first bene-
ficiaries from the revival of the 
Labour Party in Dublin when it 
decided to follow an independent, 
left-wing policy during the 1960s 
and he was elected T.D. for Dublin 
North Central on his first attempt, 
in 1965. It was the same election 
which brought Frank Cluskey and 
John O'Connell into the Dail as 
Labour members. 

A FTER the 1969 election, when 
Labour failed to get a large in-

crease in their seats, although they 
got the highest vote they ever got 
in Dublin and throughout the State 
as a whole, O'Leary became a 
strong advocate of Coalition with 
Fine Gael. He was Minister for 
Labour in the 1973-77 Coalition. 
When it was defeated and Brendan 
Corish resigned as leader, O'Leary 
and Frank Cluskey sought the posi-
tion and O'Leary missed it by one 
vote. In 1979 he was elected to the 
European Parliament" for the 
Dublin area. Now he passes this 
seat along with its £30.000 annual 
salary to the defeated Cluskey, 
whose place he takes as leader — 
th" Corkman who is the only-
Labour T.D. for the city of Dublin. 

O'Leary has been very lucky in 
politics. He was lucky in being elec-
ted in 1965. It was on the eleventh 
count and his Labour running-mate 
was ahead of him until the seventh 
count. He was lucky in 1977 tha t 
Justin Keating lost his seat when 
the Coalition was defeated, for 
otherwise Keating would have been 
a strong contender for the Labour 
leadership. He has now been lucky 
again in tha t Cluskey's defeat 
opens up the party leadership for 
him. 
~1*7"HERE will he lead the Labour 

Party? Into another coalition 
with Fine Gael, if he possibly can, 
seems the obvious answer. If he 

succeeds he will be Tanais te at the 
age of 45, with Garre t Fitzgerald 
as Taoiseach. Though there will 
be plenty of opposition to the at-
tempt. For instance the consti-
tuency council for his own area 
of Dublin has voted by 29 votes to 
13 against participation in a Coali-
tion, though the vote does allow the 
constituency delegate to support a 
Fine Gael minority Government. 

Here is how some Dublin poli-
tical commentators see O'Leary. 
John Feeney in the Evening Herald' 
says "Michael sees himself in the 
Pierre Trudeau mould. He likes 
good wine and listening to classi-
cal music at four in the morning. 
But oftentimes he looks like a boy 
suddenly waking up, a little bit tired 
of the game he is playing, full of 
wonderment as to how he got here, 
pleased with his new suit. There 
are very few who doubt O'Leary's 
political intelligence, his ability to 
woo the electorate, but there are 
still many in the Labour party who 
are doubtful about the Corkman 
who took the emigrant boat 26 years 
ago." 

And Bruce Arnold in the "Irish 
Independent:" His instinct is for 
fast rather than slow progress. He 
is politically shrewd, but his«shrewd-
ness has more of cunning in it than 
of judgement. It derives more from 
instinct than from principle. He has 
a marked ability for making the 
right short-term choice. He can 
pull a quick victory out of defeat 
in debating terms. He is fluent and 
plausible . . . But he is unlikely to 
dominate the Labour Par ty in the 
way Frank Cluskey did and will 
depend most heavily on his Deputy 
Jim Tully, whose own loyalty and 
experience will now become a cen-
tral force within Labour." 

LABOUR DIVISIONS 
FOLLOWING the election of H-

block candidates Paddy Agnew 
and Kieran Doherty to Dail Eireann. 
the position' is that the English Gov-
ernment is holding two GlcctGd mem-
bers of the Irish Parliament in jail. 
And what if one of them dies? 

The Louth contest was accom-
panied by deep divisions in the local 
Labour Party Eight Dundalk"shop 
stewards (four of them from the 
British based ATGWU) and six from 
Drogheda appealed publicly for sup-
port for Paddy Agnew. and warned 
the electorate not to vote for the 
Labour Party or S.F.W P. which was 
"if possible, even farther to the right 

than the Labour Party of the issue 
of the six counties." 

] 

the latter became leader of Fianna 
Fail and Taoiseach in December 
1979. When Mr Haughey became 
Taoiseach Neil Blaney sent him a 
dossier on American Congressman 
Mario Biaggi's Committee on 
Northern Ireland, urging that Mr 
Haughey should liaise more 
closely with that group, but 
apparently he received no acknow-
ledgment from the Taiseach. A few 
months ago he again wrote to the 
Taoiseach urging that he put more 
pressure on Mrs Thatcher to make 
concessions on the H-block issue, 
but again got no acknowledgment. 
Neil Blaney will not support Garre t 
Fitzgerald as Taoiseach, but has 
said tha t he will support Charles 
Haughey only if he indicates t ha t 
he will take a stronger stand with 
Mrs Thatcher. If he is not satis-
fied on this he may well abstain 
on the June 30th vote. 

John O'Connell is the former 
Labour T.D. whose quarrel with the 
Labour Party over what constitu-
ency he should stand in cost Frank 
Cluskey his seat and almost cer-
tainly lost Labour another seat in 
Dublin. A wealthy medical doctor, 
he has an enormous personal fol-
lowing. He it was who arranged 
the meeting between Harold Wilson 
and the I.R.A. leaders in Dublin 
some years ago. He visited Bobby 
Sands in Long Kesh along with 
Sile de Valera and Neil Blaney. He 
is a personal friend of Charles 
Haughey's and is said to lean to-
wards Fianna Fail in politics. 

Joe Sherlock is the hard-working 
and dedicated trade unionist who 
was elected in North Cork. The 
vote for the soft-spoken Mallow-
man is to be more a vote for the 
man than for the policies of Sinn 
Fein, the Workers' Party, to which 
he is affiliated. Overall, S.F.W.P 
got the same vote as in the 1977 
election and 10 of their 15 candi-
dates, including Mr Toinas Mac-
Giolla the party leader, lost their 
deposits. Mr Sherlock indeed can 
be expected to lean towards the 
traditional republican positions 
from which the S.F.W.P. have 
moved in recent years. He is op-
posed, for instance, to Mr Jim 
Kemmy's suggestion that Articles 
2 and 3 of the Constitution should 
be deleted. He is a member of the 
I.T.G.W. and could probably equally 
well be elected if he stood as av 

Labour man or even, perhaps as a 
radical Fianna Failer. But he will 
undoubtedly be one of the most 
honest and sincere champions of 
working-class issues in the New 
Dail. 

ITGWU against 
coalition 

T^HE Irish Transport and General 
Workers' Union announced that 

its forty-nine delegates to the 
Labour Party Special Conference on" 
parliamentary policy to be held on 
June 30th, would be mandated to 
vote against the entry of Labour 
TDs into coalition with Fine Gael. 

Speaking on Radio Eireann, the 
Union's president, Mr John Carroll, 
said that Fine Gael was a right wing 
party and did not support the 
socialist measures which were re-
quired to end unemployment, keep 
down prices and give a fair taxation 
system. But Senator Justin Keating 
has come out for a coalition. 

In Ireland neither Fianna Fail 
nor Fine Gael can form a safe gov-
ernment without Labour. But the 
most far-sighted in the Labour ranks 
are afraid that by legitimising its 
enemies year by year it will only 
exhaust its own resources. 

In France, by contrast the Social-
ists have forty more seats than they 
need to govern without the Com-
munists. But they are talking of 
offering Government posts to Com-
munists. though they have no need 
to — to shut their mouths. Mit-
terand is committed to great sqcial 
reforms. He Is also committed to 
the western war alliance, and to the 
E.E.C. What the French people will 
be enabled to judge is how far 
radical social refoim is compatible 
with these international objectives 
They will be enabled to take the 
measure of Eurosocialism. 
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THE GREAT DEBATE 
1. THE ESTABLISHMENT VIEWS 

ON IRELAND 
pORTY-TWO years ago the Connolly Association was 
• fighting the evils of partition. At that time men of the 
early socialist movement still survived, men like T. A. Jackson 
for example, and there was a strong current of understanding. 
The war isolated the Republic and interest dwindled. Only 
one Member of Parliament raised the Irish question, Geoffrey 
Bing. We used to go on lobbies and bring out one man. 

The refusal of government after government to listen was 
cause for amazement. They didn't want to know. In the 
Irish Democrat of August 1968 the lead began "unless the 
government does something about the six counties there is 
going to be an explosion." There was — that same month. 
Now after a series of explosions, still going on, the question 
of Ireland is under discussion both by the establishment and 
by the Labour Movement. The Labour Party's statement 
should be out quite soon. These two articles are a contribu-
tion to the welcome and timely debate. Get any letters to 
us by July 20th. 

I V OT s ince t h e ear ly n i n e t e e n 
t w e n t i e s ha s the f u t u r e of 

I r e l and occup ied the a t t e n t i o n 
of the B r i t i s h e s t a b l i s h m e n t as 
it does t o d a y . 

A f t e r t h e longes t spe l l of 
gue r r i l l a w a r f a r e in I r i sh 
h is tory , t h e lesson is s i n k i n g in. 
I r e l a n d u n f r e e wi l l n e v e r b e at 
peace. 

Every device is employed to ob-
scure this issue. Even now English 
papers write of the Government's 
task as keeping two sides f rom 
killing each other. Missing from 
this picture is the fact tha t , fa r 
from keeping an even balance, the 
English Government backs up one 
side against t he other, and guaran-
tees its supremacy as long as it 
wishes to keep it. 

But a recent poll showed tha t 71 
per cent of t he British people want 
to be out of Ireland. Tha t things 
cannot go on they are is obvious. 
But while the establishment does 
not care a toss of a button for the 
Northern loyalists, as Mr Paisley 
discovered to his cost, there remains 
a determination not to give the six 
counties back to the Republic un-
less the Republic itself does homage 
to British supremacy. 

"The Guardian" goes for "IONA" 
—islands of the North Atlantic, a 
federation of Britain with a two-
part Ireland in which there would 
be certain all-Ireland elements. 

"The Economist" has a more 
sophisticated scenario. I t sub-
scribes to the theory of "rival 
terrorists ", describes the Republic 
as "theocratic", one piece of evi-
dence for this being tha t Dublin 
Claims the six counties as Irish 
territory. But it admits tha t social 
benefits in the Republic equal those 
of Britain, and tha t the gross pro-
duction per head is as high in the 
26 as the six counties. And twelve 
hundred million pounds have to be 
poured into the six counties every 
year. 

r j ^HE proposals are as follows:— 
(1) Six-county residents retain 

British citizenship; 
(2) The six counties retain a sepa-

rate legal system from the 26; 
(3) There should be a supreme 

court for all Ireland which 
would contain a "British dimen-
sion"; 

(4) There should be a "British-
Irish council" to keep watch 

New suggestion 
THE "Economist" article con-

tains one idea which might be 
worth considering. At present West-
minster is too remote. It is almost 
impossible to get local grievances 
considered. 

Would these receive consideration 
in the process of transition to a 
United Ireland? Many think not and 
link the idea of a temporary de-
volved government for six counties 
with that of national reunification. 

But there are risks. What if the 
result was a new Stormont? What 
right has England to set up any-
thing in Ireland? 

The "Economist" suggests that the 
next election to Westminster should 
be on the basis of proportional 
representation, which would bring 
seventeen M.P.s to Westminster, five 
of them nationalist. 

It proposes that these should be 
offered executive posts in the Ulster 
office, and there would thus be a 
power-sharing local administration. 
This idea, or some extension or modi-
fication of it, might be worth con-
sidering. It would underline the 

. temporary and transitional nature of 
the devolved administration, and not 
involve England in setting up some-
thing new on Irish soil. Also it 
would create no vested interest. 
Worth examining? 

over everything f rom foreign 
affairs to the new Irish con-
stitution; 

(5) Policing of the north to be 
carried on by a renamed Royal 
Ulster Constabulary, in which 
thanks to the general revamp, 
Catholics might participate, or 
on the other hand there might 
be a joint North-South police 
force; 

(6) Ireland should join NATO be-
cause "Britain cannot leave its 
western flank entirely exposed ". 

This arrangement would bring the 
benefit of bases in the south of 
Ireland to the western war alliance, 
which is the main object of the 
exercise. But by including the six 
counties in Ireland instead of the 
U.K., it would be possible to get 
large grants from the E.E.C. This 
would significantly reduce England's 
contribution to the six-county 
budget, which would continue on a 
transitional basis. 

Such then is the establishment 
plan, which, according to "The 
Economist", the Civil Service ex-
perts are discussing. I ts advan-
tages for British imperialism would 
be tha t it would (so they think) 
draw the teeth of t he I.R.A., pre-
serve the six counties as a political 
garrison in Ireland, secure military 

"TF ruling class thought seems 
to be rapidly crystall ising 

round one (react ionary) way of 
"solying the Irish problem", the 
Labour m o v e m e n t h a s made less 
progress in agreeing on a demo-
cratic alternative. 

There are a number of reasons 
for this. First there is bipartisan-
ship, which Mr Foot is now hastily 
disclaiming. Labour has lost the 
habit of thinking independently 
about the Irish question. Efforts 
are being made to remedy this, but 
there is an immense backlog of 
detailed knowledge to be made up. 
Second, owing to the concentra-
tion of British t rade unionism in 
the six counties, it is hard for 
British Labour to get t he all-Ireland 
vision the ruling class has always 
possessed. There are attempts to 
solve the problem within the six 
counties. They are doomed to fail-
ure. Third there are socialist sus-
picions of Mr Haughey (or Mr 
Fitzgerald) as a capitalist states-
man. And finally whereas the rul-
ing class are unashamed pragmat-
ists, Labour, and particularly its 
left wing constantly seeks a prin-
ciple, and sometimes picks up a 
British principle and applies it to 
Ireland. 

Whether the S.D.L.P. is entitled 
to be considered "Labour" is of 
course dubious, despite its profes-
sions. I ts position, as set out by 
Dr. Owen, is in essence IONA, as 
can be expected f rom the EEC 
party. 

Mr Foot, while anxious to placate 
critics on the left, has given the 
Irish question so little thought that 
he was prepared to sanction Mr 
Concannon's absurd gaffes. That 
certainly was bipartisanship in 
practice, and the result was many 
a spoiled paper tha t would have 
been a Labour vote. 

I [ NDOUBTEDLY the soundest 
voice, is that of Mr Benn who 

faces frankly the fact t ha t Eng-
land will have to get out some time, 
and sensibly makes no conditions. 
At the same time the subject is 
fraught with difficulties and fresh 
constructive thinking is required 
even among those who recognise, 

bases in the "south, and at the same 
time save a lot of money 

/ \BVIOUSLY Ireland gets rnlv the 
^ shadow of unity and independ-
ence. Since 1922 it has always been 
open to the Irish to secure national 
unity within the United Kingdom 
On the other hand England reaps 
substantial benefits. Most Irish 
people would expect considerable 
public indignation if any Taoiseach 
accepted these terms. It is against 
th is background that one can un-
derstand the sudden tearing up of 
the agreement on the republican 
prisoners. The Irish government 
faces criticism for not standing up 
to Mrs Thatcher. The British nego-
t ia tors demand greater concessions 
in re turn for letting them off the 
Hook. 

No important section of the Bri-
t ish ruling class seems to have 
challenged this line of thinking, 
unless one gives Mr Enoch Powell 
an importance he hardly possesses. 
He is for a total fusion of the six 
counties with Great Britain. Per-
haps he trusts his fellow-country-
men. It is clear, however, tha t 
m a n y of the Ulster Unionists do 
not, and there are periodic demands 
for separation, even independence. 
I n dealing with the six counties Eng-
land's strongest argument is twelve 
hundred thousand pounds per an-
num. I t will be hard to argue 
with that . 

and welcome, the inevitable. More 
of this later. 

The policy of withdrawal, of the 
British working class's taking the 
initiative in breaking the connec-
tion. is the classic position of 
socialism. And it is probably the 
strongest strand in the Labour 
movement. 

But there are many other strands. 
The Liverpool Labour Party, in 
which the "militants" are said to 
be influential, held a meeting in 
the Central Hall on Wednesday, 
June 17th. The statement they is-
sued called on the trade union 
movement in Britain and Ireland to 

"intervene decisively on a uni-
ted non-sectarian, class basis, 
in order to defend and extend 
the class unity of Protestant 
and Catholic workers, against 
poverty, sectarianism and re-
pression." 

T T is of course natural tha t mili-
A t an t English workers, facing as 
they do class exploitation in an 
independent country, should expect 
the Irish to line up as they l int 
They call for "class unity in action 
in Northern Ireland." Mr Car-
michael (we do not suggest tha t he 
is a "militant") reflected this kind 
of thinking when he said at the 
conference in Glasgow. 

" the key objective is to create 
political conditions for the re-
establishment of working-class 
unity." 
The intention is admirable. The 

interest in Ireland is to be wel-
comed. But the argument is un-
consciously imperialist — or to be 
more precise "imperialist-econom-
ist." First the English workers 
have no responsibility for the move-
ment in Ireland. The belief t ha t 
they have leads the Liverpool 
Labour Party to 

"call on the Labour Party and 
TUC to urgently aid the estab-
lishment of a mass non-sectar-
ian TU based Labour Party." 
An intervention of this kind in 

Irish affairs would be disastrous 
and you would think they had 
enough trouble in their own coun-
try. . 

IMPLICIT in their approach is 
t ha t what divides the workers in 

the six countries is religion. But it is 
not religion but politics. It it were 
only religion things might be 
easier. The taking up of class is-
sues could conceivably weld wor-
kers of different religions into an 
alliance. But the explosive issue, 
the issue on which the workers 
are divided, is partition, whether 
the six county state should exist 
or not, whether part of the major-
ity of the Irish people should be 
artificially converted into a minor-
ity by a British Act of Parliament. 

On this you must be on one side 
or the other. To sweep this issue 
under the carpet and talk about 
something else is In practice to sup-
port partition. And both sides can-
not be right. I t would seem more 
wise for British Labour, instead of 
intervening in the six counties, to 
decide whether Ireland should be 
partitioned or not, and if, as we 
hope, they decided it should not, 
they should say so and let the wor-
kers in the six counties take that 
as a fact of life and regulate their 
affairs in relation to it in whatever 
way they chose. 

Even if the Labour Party did se-
cure a measure of unity of thb six 
county workers on "class issues," 
we fear it would not require many 
bombs to put them back where they 
started. The classical socialist posi-
tion is tha t the national question 
has to be settled first. And if first 
does not mean very quick, well, it 
means as quickly as possible. 

nPHERE are a number of small or-
ganizations of the left which 

simply say "Here is a war of na-
tional liberation. We must support 
the IRA." They are under no more 
obligation to support it than to 
condemn it. Faced with the situa-
tion they are in, Irish people will 
react in various ways. It is not 
for anybody in England to advise 
them upon how they should react. 
What is necessary in England is 
that the English people should react 
to the situation which faces them, 
which is tha t a majority of the 
Irish people demand the right to 
rule of the whole of their country, 
and whereas some of them are 
talking others are fighting. It is quite 
logical to disapprove of violence 
as a means of obtaining political 
ends, and at the same time to urge 
the government to act legally to 
put an end to a grievance. The fact 
that the IRA uses methods that we 
do not recommend does not invali-
date the right of the Irish people to 
have their grievance redressed. 

There is, as we have said re-
peatedly in these columns, one sure 
way to get rid of the IRA and that 
is to gi\y them nothing to IRA 
about. You won't find them fight-
ing for fun. 

/ iNE of the great difficulties which 
those who advocate a policy of 

withdrawal have to face is tha t with-
drawal is represented as an event 
ra ther than a process. The first 
requirement is a declaration of in-
tent. Some urge the "setting of a 
date" but this is unilateralist. The 
Irish are entitled to a say. The 
Dublin Government is faced by 
negotiators who say "we'll give you 
a finger in the six-county pie 
if you give us a finger in 
the twenty six county pie." Sup-
pose they were invited to talks with 
a government which said "we recog-
nise the right of the people of 
Ireland to rule their country in 
whatever way the majority wish." 
The Irish government would reply, 
"then the first thing you should do 
to put that into practice is son-and-
so." 

There is required not only a 
change of policy, but a change of 
aim. Granted, this could only come 
from a government dedicated to 
peace and disarmament. The 
change of aim (the Tories are 
changing their policy while keeping 
their aim the same would inform 
every aspect of policy. Would the 
BBC still encourage partitionism 
by calling the Unionists "loyalists?" 
Would the distortion and suppres-
sion of news by the mass media 
(intehded to indoctrinate the popu-
lation of the six counties as well as 
the British) be encouraged as it is 
now? 

Instead of constantly harping on 
the sectarian differences, Britain's 
"responsibility," the government 
would actively encourage reconcilia-
tion and unity. I t is under these 
conditions, when the back of the 
national question had been broken, 
t ha t the class unity against poverty 
sectarianism and repression could 
most effectively proceed. 
r | T H E Irish workers are divided 

because their country is divided. 
Against fierce odds they have estab-
lished a united Trade Union move-
ment. But that movement dare not 
discuss partition for fear tha t there 
might be a six-county breakaway. 

T h a t situation could not exist 
but for partition. Without parti-
tion a breakaway would be mean-
ingless. Britain has thus tied one 
of their arms behind their backs. 
They cannot touch politics. The 
result is the almost total absence 
of a political Labour movement in ,K 
the six counties, and the inability 
of the Labour Party in the Repub-
lic to establish itself as a seripus 
rival to the two capitalist parties. 

Wherever you start in the Irish 
question you end up at partition. 
The door is locked and the key is 
in England's pocket. This is the 
problem on which the Labour move-
ment should bring its brains and 
ingenuity to bear, and the guiding 
principle should be tha t it is bad 
for the British people tha t their 
country should be an imperialist 
power. 

2. THE LABOUR MOVEMENT VIEWS 
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B O O L A V O G U E 

AT SLolavo^ue r.s> the sun was set t in- 0 er the br igh t May meadows 

ol Sr.clma.ier. 
'.'. -tee! hand set the h.ather blaiinj;. And broi.(:ht the neij.hbours from 

l.ir and near. 
V ' t n Father M .jr ; hy t rom Old Ki loonnack Spurred up the ran*s w i t h a 

rousing cry : 
Xr!ti: Mfiii! ' he c ed. Icr I've come to lead you. For Ireland's Irteciom 

AC live or die. 

He n d us on ga inst the common soldiers. And the cowardly yeomen vje 
put to f l ight 

' " w i s at t he h a r r o w ihe boys of Wexford. Showed Bookey's regiment how 
m e n could f ight . 

L i c k out for h i re l ings. K ing George of England. Search every k i n g d o m 
wfure breathes a siai/e 

F : r Father M . r p n y f r o m Lounty Wexford. Sweeps o'er the land l ike a 
migh ty wa.e. 

f i t took Camol in and Enniscorthy, And Wexford s torming drove out 
cur Ices 

was at Siiabh Coilite cu.r pikes were reeking. With the crimson gore of 
the teatcn Yeos: 

11 Tu crnsering ar.d Bally Ellis, Full many a Hessian lay in his gore; 
th. Father Murphy, had aid come over The green flag floated f rom 

shore to shore. 

fit Vinegar Hi l l , o'er the p easant Slaney, Our heroes vainly steed back 
to back 

A r d the Yeos at TuJIow took Father Murphy. Ana burned h;s body upon 
the rack. 

Ecd g ram you g!ory, bra , e Father Murphy, Arts} open Heaven to a l l 
your men ! 

7'"e cause that called you may call you tomorrow, In another f ight for 
the green again. 

THE GALWAY SHAWL 
A T Oranmore in the County Galway, 

One pleasant even ng in the month of May, 
p :cd a damsel, she was young and handsome -

H;ir fcuauty fa i r l y took my breath away. 

CHORUS: 

She wore no jewels, nor costly diamonds, 
Mo paint or powder, no none at al l , 
But ;he wore a a bennet wi th the shamrock on it, 
And round her shoulder was a Galway shawl. 

Vte f<ept on wa lk ing , she kept on ta lk ing, 
Ti l l her father 's cottage came into v iew, 

S?.ys she: "Come n, sir, and meet my fa ther , 
And play to plea.e him 'The Foggy Dew' . " 

SHe sat me down be; :tfe the hearthstone, 
I couid see her iather, he was six feet ta l l , 

And soon her mother h i d the kettle s inging — 
Al l I could ih nU of was the Galway shawl. 

I played "The Blackb rd " and "The Stack of Bar ley," 
"Rodney's G l c y " and "The Foggy Dew," 

She sang each note l ike an Irish l innet, 
Wh Ist the tears stood in her eyes of blue. 

'Twas early, early, a l l in the morning, 
When I hit the ro d for old Donegal. 

S'le sa d: "Goodbve s r," she cried and kissed me, 
t nd my heart remained wi th that Galway shawl. 

BIDDY McGRATH 
O' Q H , I'll tell you a story that is b«und to shock 
^ It's about two sailors down at Ringsend Dock, 

And the lady in question was Biddy McGrath. 
V»ho knackered two sailors w i th the straps of her bra. 

CHORUS: 

W'th yer too-ri ah, fol-the-diddle-ah 
Too-ri-oo-ri-oo-ri-ah. (Repeat). 

She put the straps of her bra round the first fella's head 
And slung h :m n the Liffey like a crust of bread; 
T i e n the other one laughed and said ha-ha 
And nto h s mouth she stuck the rest of her bra. 

Now B d;ly McGrath didn't have much fun 
But she went Home contented with a job well done; 
She told her Da and she told her Ma 
Sayin' "Thanks be to Jasus that I wore me bra." 

Now all you young ladies who go out at night 
Be sure you have the straps of your bra real tight, 
And always remember Biddy McGrath 
Who knackered the two sailors with the straps of her bra. 

EILEEN 

M c M A N U S 
/ ^ N E day as I strol led along 
^ Broadway. 
A vs ion came into my view. 
A vision of sadness and beauty, 
A beauty that's given to few, 
There was I in the land of the 

stranger, 
There was she, I'd not seen her 

before. 
But somehow I knew she was 

Ir ish. 
Sweet Eiieen from Erin's green 

shore. 

So swi'tly a spell she cast o'er 
me, 

As her lovely form moved on 
its way, 

That I thought of the mother 
that bore me, 

And p>ayed that she would love 
me for aye, 

And as Eileen gazed sweetly 
upon me 

With the charm of her grace 
ever more, 

I was slave to sweet Eileen 
McManus, 

That fair colleen from Erin's 
gr®en shore. 

I yuickly approached this young 
maiden, 

I asked her the cause of her 
woe, 

And she said: "I am crying for 
Erin. 

The land where the green 
shamrocks grow." 

I said : "Just make an end of 
your sorrow, 

Dear Eileen MaManus asthore, 
For we'll marry and ere it's 

tomorrow, 
I'll take you to Erin's green 

sfrore." 

We will travel t'ie green hills 
and mountains, 

By the road to the Gap of 
Dunloew 

And along by the Glens and the 
Valleys, 

To a spot that is called Aghadoe, 
'Tis my joy Just to see you 

contented, 
And your tears will be dried 

evermore. 
My own beautiful Eileen 

McManus, 
You'll be home on old Erin's 

green shore. 

THE QUEEN OF 
CONNEMARA 

OH! my boat can swiftly float 
In the teeth of wind and weather 

And outsail the fastest hooker 
Between Galway and Klnsale. 
But when the white rim of the ocean 
And the wild waves rush together, 
She rides In her pride 
Like a seabird on the gale. 

CHORUS 
Oh, she's neat, oh, she's sweet, 

She's a beauty every line, 
She's the Queen of Connemara, 

This bounding barque of mine. 

When she's loaded down with fish, 
Till the water leaves the gunwhale 
Not a drop she'll take aboard her 
T h a t would wash a fly away; 
From the fleet she speeds out quickly 
Like a greyhound from her kennel 
Till she lands her silvery store the 

first 
On old Klnvara Quay. 

There 's a light shines out afar 
And It keeps me from dismaying 
When the clouds are black above us 
And the sea runs white with foam 
i n a cot In Connemara 
There 's a wife and wee ones praying 
To the One who walked the waters 

once 
To bring us safely home. 

THE THREE FLOWERS 
i S I was walking down a lane when night was drawing nigh, 

^ I met a cailin with three flowers and she more young than I. 
"St. Patrick, bless you dear," said I, "I pray you to me tell 
The place that you did find these flowers—I seem to know them 

well." 

She took and kissed the first flower once and sweetly said to me, 
"This flower I found on the Wicklow Hills, dew-wet and pure and 

free. 
Its name is Michael Dwyer, the strongest flower of all, 
And I'll keep it fresh within my breast, though all the world 

should fall." 

She took and kissed the next flower twice and sweetly said to me, 
"This flower I culled on the old Cave Hill, outside Belfast City. 
The name I call it is Wolf Tone, the bravest flower of all; 
And I'll keep it fresh within my breast, though all the world 

should fall." 

She took and kissed the third flower thrice, and softly said to me, 
"This flower I found in Thomas Street, in Dublin Town" said she. 
"Its name is Robert Emmet, the youngest flower of all; 
And I'll keep it fresh within my breast, though all the world 

should fall." 

"Then Emmet, Dwyer and Tone I'll keep, for I do love them all, 
And I'll keep them fresh within my breast, though all the world 

should fall." 

COME BY THE HILLS 
(A i r : Buacha i l l on E i rne )—I ta l s 

£ O M E by the hills, there's a land where fancy is free, 
And stand where the peaks meet the sky and the rocks meet 

the sea, 
Where the rivers run clear and the blossom is gold in the sun, 
And the cares of tomorrow can wait till this day is done. 

Come by the hills, there's a land where life is a song, 
And sing while the birds fill the air with their joy all day long 
Where the trees sway in time and even the wind sings in tune, 
And the cares of tomorrow can wait until this day is done. 

Come by the hills, there's a land where legends remain, 
Where glories of old fill the heart and may yet come again, 
Where our past has been lost and the future is yet to be won, 
And the cares of tomorrow can wait till this day is done. 

TAIMSE IM' CHODLADH 
T R A T H N O I N I N deanach i gcean cois leasa dhom, 
' Taimse im chodladh's na duistear me; 

'Sea dhearcas lef thaobh an speirbhean mhaisiull, 
Taimse im chodladh's na duistear me; 

Ba bhachallach pearlach dreimreach barrachas, 
A carnfholt craobhch ag teacht lei ar bhaillecrith, 
Is i ag caitheamh na saighead tr im thaobh do chealg me 

Taimse im chodladh's na duistear me; 

Is mo bhuachaillin og a togadh go ceannasach, 
Taimse im chodladh's na duistear me; 

Do cuirreadh le foirneart anonn thar farraige 
Taimse im chodladh's na duistear me; 

Go bhfeicead an lo go mbheidh ar ar Shasanaigh, 
Ughaim ar a ndrom's iad ag treabhadh's ag branar duinn 
Gan mise bheith ann muna dteannam an maide leo 

Taimse im chodladh's na duistear ir o ; 

OUR FUND 
\ r ANY thanks /or the good re-

sponse this month, aided by a 
few special activities. But trouble 
is never fa r away. The Connolly 
Association has been at 283 Grays 
Inn Road for 10 years, but now the 
lease is up, the building has been 
sold for redevelopment and we will 
have to be out by Christmas at the 
latest. So we hope members and 
supporters will rally round during 
the coming months. 

Following the lobby of Parlia-
ment on June 24th. in connection 
with which letters were sent out 
to 150 M.P.s, it was announced by 
Labour spokesman Mr Concannon 
that Labour was calling for an 
enquiry into the working of the 
Emergency Provisions Act. So we 
do have some effect. 

DONATIONS 
C. P. O'Donnell £20, NUM iKent) 

£20, R. Rahin £2, Centra l London 
CA £9, J. McGill £10, C. and E. 
Moloney £7, J. McGrath £16, M. 
Donohoe £5, C. Moloney £3.50. 

, South London CA £62, J. Conidan 
£2.50, R. J. M. Tolhurst £2, C. Hall 
£3. J. Kavanagh £3.80, D. Giddens 
£5, R. Foster £5, D. Murphy £1.40, 
F. Hook 60p, M. Anderson 60p, J. 
Guilfoyle £1, T. Egan £6, C. C. 
Knigh t £2, E. O'Dowling £10, I. 
Linehan £1, J. Gibson £1.22, M. 
Greene £4, O. Cahn £4, T. Fergu-
son £1.22, M. Comerford £1.55, P. 
Browne £2.22, P. Kavanagh £2, P. 
J. Cunningham £5, T. Leonard £25, 
South London jumble sale £70, 
South London social £70, supports 
ers in South London £27.66, in 
Central London .£5.86, in East Lon-
don £2.83; Total £430.96. 

/ 
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POETIC MASTERPIECE 
'The Lake", by George Moore 

(Colin Smyth, 274 pp, £3.50). 

( J E O R G E 

ENJOYABLE 
STORIES 

"Sisters", by Fiona Barr, Bar-
bara Haycock Walsh and 
Stella Mahon (Blackstaff 
Press, £5.95). 

THESE three quartets make up 
the first of a series of short-

anthologies planned by Blackstafl. 
Of t h e writers only Barbara Hay-
cock would have ranked hitherto 
as a professional. Stella Mahon 
has not been in print before, Fiona 
Barr made it only two years ago. 
All a re Irish. 

The two novices share an un-
common gif t of near-total auto-
biographical recall. Stella Mahon's 
•tories sensitively remember the 
Dee Street area of East Belfast — 
her childhood in THE TUMBLING 
MAN, the tragi-comedy of local 
Protestant patriotism in ON THE 
FRONT LINE. In A FAMILY 
OCCASION she goes as far back as 
autobiography can go, to set forth 
the circumstances of her own 
birth. This she does with no less 
humour and with more warmth 
than Sterne achieved In TRIS-
TRAM SHANDY. Her hallmark is 
a reflective naturalism. 

FIONA Barr's best story is un-
doubtedly SMALL CHANGE. 

Set ih England, it tells, with a nice 
irony, of a gushing conservationist 
intent on denying his fellow vill-
agers the amenities he enjoys in 
his own modern home. SISTERS 
and SUN AND SHADOW lose 
some of their effect by falling to 
mediate recollected e m o t i o n 
through some significant event. 
They come over rather as undis-
tanced reminscences of school and 
student days. A flaw of a similar 
kind mars THE EXCURSION, 
where an alcoholic's brutality is 
depicted with uncomprehending 
objectivity, almost like a police-
court report from THE NEWS OF 
THE WORLD. This harsh note 
echoes disharmoniously through 
the tenderness of the rest of the 
story. 

Three of Barbara Haycock 
Walsh's stories were written for 
radio, which may explain her 
preference for a dramatic form. 
There is in each a contrast of 
character , a crescendo of tension 
and a climax. The range of sub-
ject is wider, the self-history less 
direct. 

Blackstaff must have a reason 
for thus segregating their women 
writers. They may feel tha t t h e 
blend of humour and seriousness, 
the affectionate association of 
place with personality and the 
sympathy with childhood somehow 
add up to a feminine point of view. 
Maybe so, thtf mat ter coiuld be 
debated without questioning the 
enjoyability of all twelve stories. 

SEAMUS TREACY 

M O O R E was born 
in I r e l a n d in 1852. The 

fami ly h o m e w a s Moore Hall 
on the shores of L o u g h Car ragh . 
Co. Mayo. He w e n t to Par i s 
w i th the i n t e n t i o n of becoming' 
a pa in ter , bu t h a v i n g sampled 
the a r t i s t i c a n d l i t e r a r y life of 
tha t city, he t u r n e d to wr i t ing . 
He wro te m a n y nove l s of vary-
ing qua l i ty , p o e t r y , autobio-
g raphy , and p lays . H e r e t u r n e d 
to I re land in 1901 and for t en 
yea r s w a s i n v o l v e d w i t h Yeats, 
Lady Gregory? a n d A E in the 
l i t e ra ry r ev iva l . T h e r e m a i n d e r 
of his long l i f e w a s spent in 
London. 

Best k n o w n of his novels to a 

m o d e r n p u b k c l.s " E s t h e r 
W a t e r s , " f i lmed by the B B C. 
as a t e lev i s ion sei 

I N his l i f e t ime he « a 3 a con-
t rove r s i a l t .guie . p a r a d i n g 

his n o n - c o n f o r n n t y and en-
gag ing in s o m e w h a t i m m o d e r -
a t e c r i t ic i sm of writer.-, ol t h e 
t i m e such as Thorna.- H a r d y 
and H e n r y J a m e s w h o : e r e p u t a -
t i o n s h a v e o u t s h o n e h<_-> o w n 

" T h e L a k e ' t he s to ry of a 
p r ies t . O l ive r G o g a r t y . who is 
t r o u b l e d by his d e n u n c i a t i o n 
a n d b a n i s h m e n t t r o m his pa r i sh 
of a y o u n g w o m a n on t h e 
g r o u n d s of i m m o r a l b e h a v i o u r . 
His g r a d u a l rea l i sa t ion tha t his 
ac t i ons w e r e not t a k e n because 
of h i s c o n c e r n f o r he r i m m o r t a l 
soul bu t w e r e t h e resul t o : his 

o w n e m o t i o n a l i n v o l v e m e n t 
w i th her . l eads him to e x a m i n e 
his wno .e l i fe . The p a i n f u l 
d iscovery of and c o m r o n t a t i o n 
w i t h h.s rea l «elt is t h e ditf.-
cult t h e m e of the novel a n d it 
is t r ea t ed w i t h ciel.L'aey an 
or ig ina l i ty . 
' P H E lake o: t h e t . t ie is bo th a 

symbol and a r e a l i t y 
Woods, inlands. t::e c h a n g i n g 
moods of i ts w a t e r s p lay a big 
pa r t in the n a r r a t i v e . Ol ive i 
w a s born and b r o u g h t up by it-
shores . He s e r v e d as c u r a t e 
a n a Inter p a r i s h pr ies t in vil-
lages close by. He e v e n t u a l l y 
s w i m s across it to f r e e d o m . 

T h e a u t h o r success fu l ly useu 
the device of l e t t e r s b e t w e e n 
Ol ive r and t h e young w o m a n 
T h e r e a r e not m a n y o t h e r 

RAILWAYS IN IRELAND 
"Irish Standard Gauge Rail-

ways", by Tom Middlemass 
(David & Charles. £5.95). 

i 'PHE future of the railways con-
trolled by C.I.E. is once again 

in the balance. On the positive 
side, the North-South Dublin sub-
urban electrification is going ahead, 
while coincidentally the recently-
published McKinsey report recom-
mends that around fifty per cent 
of lines elsewhere in the Republic 
should be closed. 

It is a foregone conclusion that 
any report on a nationalised rail-
way system by a private consult-
ancy will recommend closures and 
it is to be hoped tha t the Dail 
will consign this one to the in-
cinerator and resolve to have 

New Irish 
LP. records 

yWO new records of Irish 
popular (as opposed to 'pop'!) 

songs have reached us this 
month. 

First is "Irish Pub Sing-
Along" by that evergreen veteran 
from Cookstown, Malachy Doris 
(Homespun HRL 187), featuring 
all or part of no less than 33 
songs, ranging from "Cliffs of 
Duneen" to "The Town 1 Loved 
So Well" and from "Pats y 
Fagan" to "Catch Me If You 
Can". I'm sure Malachy would 
not claim to have the best voice 
in Ireland, but it's far from the 
worst either, and his pleasant 
personality comes right through, 
enhanced of course by his 
accordeon backing. 

Second comes "Best of John 
Watt" (Homespun HRL 198). 
Here Ireland's singing farmer 
exercises on another good selec-
tion of songs, many of them 
Ulster based, and in this re-
viewer's opinion has created a 
better record than his last. 

nothing more to do with "trans-
port consultants' ' 

Further north, the abolition of 
Stormont removed an anti-railway 
administration from power, North-
ern Ireland Railways are enjoying 
a renewed lease of life under direct 
rule. How long Conservative gov-
ernment monetarism will allow this 
to continue r»..nains to be seen. 

I ^ O R anyone wishing to know-
how the railways of Ireland de-

veloped. declined and subsequently 
reached their present position, this 
book will prove useful. Each of the 
16 chapters deals with one railway 
company, varying from the largest 
pre-grouping concern, the Great 
Southern and Western, to the 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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Accordionist, Malachy Doris 

IT IS NOT THE PIOUS WHO GO TO THESE PLACES 
"The Holy Wells of Ireland", by 

Patrick Logan (Colin Smythe 
Ltd, £5.95 hardcover, £2.75 
paperback). 

T N the preface to his book, "The 
-1- Holy Wells of Ireland", Dr 
Patr ick Logan takes great care to 
say t h a t he has written the book 
to please himself, but he must 
surely please those who already 
have some knowledge of his sub-
ject, a n d those who come to it en-
tirety ignorant of the significance 
of holy wells In the history and 
culture of Ireland. 

Although careful to draw no con-
clusion t h a t cannot be proven by 
fact , he stresses the "symbiosis" 

that has occurred in Ireland be-
tween Christianity and the primi-
tive natural religion to which a 
well might have already been 
sacred. 

As there are 3,000 wells in Ire-
land, It is impossible for him to 
mention all, but the most impor-
tant are discussed in relation to 
geographical position, i.e. the sig-
nificance of their nearness to a 
church which itself would have 
been built near to a centre of 
population based around a source 
of water. 

HE discusses legends of wells, 
showing how saintly legends 

take over from the legendary mon-
sters of fornier years—ihe gives 

scholarly detail of votive offerings, 
the significance of trees and stones 
a t wells, the incidence of healing 
and claimed healing tha t has taken 
place—but draws no emotional con-
clusion, unbased on fact. 

The most fascinating parts of the 
book for me are the descriptions of 
pilgrimages made to the wells, per-
haps lapsed in the 18th or 19th 
centuries, but now revived. He re-
creates the old "patterns" tha t 
turned Saints' days into rural fes-
tivals, quoting Thackeray and Sir 
William Wilde as hostile and 
friendly witness respectively. Fin-
ally he details the famous Holy 
Islands and their Holy Wells. 

His conclusion, tha t although 

travel and television have led to a 
decline in interest in local activi-
ties, they have both made many 
pilgrimages better known, i.e. Lady 
Island, Tobar an Ailt and Croach 
Patrick, is valid. As he says: "It 
is not the pious who go to these 
places. It is, as it always was, the 
ordinary people, for religion as dis-
tinct from piety is one of the great 
driving forces of the human race." 

The glossary is a help to those 
unfamiliar with Irish place-names, 
the comprehensive bibliography will 
fur ther reference study of any of 
his subjects, and the line drawings 
by Jim O'Callaghan add tone and 
interest. 

DIANE HOLT 

cha rac t e r s , a f a i t h fu l house 
keeper , a fel low priest , s o m a 
c a r i c a t u r e s of Ir ish p e a s a n t s , 
none a i e impor tan t , t he a c t i o n 
is ma in ly in Ol iver ' s mind . 

In an "Afterword" , w h i c h 
taKes up almost a th i rd of t h i s 
v o l u m e . Dr Richard A l l e n 
C a v e gives us a h i s to ry a n d 
ana lys i s of the novel. M o o r e 
v as not satisfied wi th th<* 
or ig ina l and revised it a n u m b e r 
of t i m e s before this final v e r -
sion w a s publ ished in 1921. 

T h e publ i shers a re to be con-
g r a t u l a t e d on the i r t a s t e fu l p ro -
duc t ion of a poetic n as te rp iece . 

G.C. 

Puritanical 
pleasures 

"The Winding Roads : Poems 
and Postcards of County 
Down", compiled by Jack 
McCoy (Blackstaff Press, 
£4.95). 

r e sea rche r s into p u b l i c 
op in ion reveal that D o w n is 

cons ide red one of the t h i r t y -
t w o mos t beau t i fu l coun t ies in 
I r e l and . I ts baronies of Cas t l e -
reagh , t h e Ards, Lecale. I v e a g h 
and K i n e l e a r t y . w i th the lo rd -
sh ip of Newry , conta in f a r 
m o r e loughs, lakes, m o u n t a i n s , 
va l l eys . r i v e r s . h a r b o u r s , 
is lands, cast les and r a i l w a y 
s t a t i o n s t h a n they rea l ly n e e d . 
T h a t th i s superl lui ty, h o w e v e r , 
w a s once the ma ins t ay of a 
t h r i v i n g p ic ture-pos tcard indus -
t r y is ev iden t f r om t h e f o r t y -
odd spec imens r ep roduced in 
this book. 

D o w n had a tour is t t r a d e 
f r o m t h e ea r ly n i n e t e e n t h cen -
t u r y , increas ing wi th the o p e n -
ing of r a i lways f r o m B e l f a s t 
a f t e r 1846 to a boom in l a t e -
V ic to r i an and E d w a r d i a n days . 
P o s t - R o m a n t i c tas te f a v o u r e d 
i ts con junc t ion of e c c e n t r i c 
t o p o g r a p h y wi th c o m f o r t a b l e 
ho te l s . Both Tennyson a n d 
B r o w n i n g made poems for en-
g r a v i n g on the wal l s of H e l e n ' s 
T o w e r , t h e m o n u m e n t at C l a n -
d e b o y e raised by Lord Duft 'er-
in to t h e m e m o r y of his m o t h e r , 
w h o w r o t e "The Ir ish Emi-
g r a n t ' s L a m e n t . " 

J ) O V E T A I L E D b e t w e e n t h e 
pos t ca rds a re the ve r ses , 

m o s t l y by long and d e s e r v e d l y 
f o r g o t t e n poets. Those b y 
R i c h a r d Rowley have l i fe a n d 
h u m o u r but some of t h e o t h e r s 
are , to be qu i t e f a i r to t h e m , 
e x e c r a b l e . T h e one by A m a n d a 
M c K i t t r i c k Ros is e x e c r a b l e tq 
a f a u l t . T h e y a re chosen, I 
s h o u l d imagine , to i l lus t ra te t h e 
s t a n d a r d s of tas te and e d u c a -
t ion of those who could a f f o r d 
to go a -ho l iday ing b e f o r e t h e 
f irs t w o r l d war . 

Even more revealing are t h e 
extracts from nineteenth-cen-
tury newspapers, magazines and 
tourist-trade rhapsodies. O n s 
warns against sabbath-breaking 
in hol iday resorts, another con-
demns the practice of nud« 
bathing by males at Ho l ly? 
wood. This was in 1867. T h e 
sombre tone of all this is nt> 
doubt fu l l y intended by Jack 
McCoy, who seems to be as fas-
cinated by puritanical ideas of 
pleasure as by the county's 
charms. As shock-treatment for 
nostalgia it would be hard t<j 
beat the affected, deferent ia l 
account of an idyllic archery 
fete for well-nourished, sy l la-
bub-drinking ladies in July o£ 
black forty-seven, starvation 
year. 

Seamus Treacy. 
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p e t e r Vilalliijans' 

pccpshow 

W rHfcN the Regular Army was 

first raised in the 17th cen-

t.try, suppression ot the I r ish was 

coupled w i th the defence ot the pro-

testant re l ig ion as the two main 

reasons for its existence." Major 

General Frank Ki tson. 

1 , ill assure \on that tUc IRA is 
•! i ii i -i nbscene godless, sick and 
•,.ai\ist organisation ol" the lot, and 

mil we have the political courage 
• ali. \\ the army to go m and 
l.m»h them oil lor good, we will 
i.. ',rr win this ceaseless campaign." 

• r u n g So ld ie r ' n a m e w i t h h e l d 
i . tlie D Express . 

What I 'd like to do is have a 
machine sun bui l t in to every tele-
vision camera and then say to the 
IRA, come cut and let's ta lk . . . 

' ^ntt then shoot the lot . " L ieut. Co. 
Colin Mi tche l l . 

IN kEENATIONAL VIEW You 
i, nmit help admiring a man who 
J.as the guts to die for a political 
. :in. Yannis Kapsis. Editor Ta Nea 
.Alliens). "Nu Red Brigade ter-
iorist could make an appearance m 
public like the IRA men did at 

hunger strikers' Minerals. For 
K.ar.v Italians tile sight of those 
i .'(led gunmen bearing forbidden 
i ns paiadmg beiore television 
< .: nei is in front ol the whole 
i. .rid. relying on the protection of 
'..e crowd. meant that the writing 
".: s on the w all for the British in 
Vl-t«T.' .Journalist Tana de 
. ah,eta, IliJiio. -In Ike case of 
l-'i.tiiiii \esicidi> vs tei ioi .sts are 
!< morrow's Piime Ministers. We 
1!i.nk "I Karaolis and 1 iiiutriou 

i:o were hanged m C\ pros for doing 
what all terrorists do- killing itino-
.•'it soldiers - but net for base mo-
tives." Leon Karapanoyotis, Editor 
<1 the Greek paper VIMA. Former 
U ri el is; s, Robert Mugabe. Mena-
i i.ein Beuui. Jiinio KenyuUa. 
Fanien tie Valera to name but a 
'ew Only the South African and 
Turkish papers unquestioningly 
supported the British presence in 
Ireland. 

MONTH BY MONTH 

"Its nice to be 
would be better to 
other Issues than 
M>eclal courts and 
lion, so why can't 
prisoners?" Andy 
Commander of the 
Association, the 
army in Europe. G 

tough. But it 
be tough about 

this. There arc 
special legisla-

there be special 
Tyrle, Supreme 
Ulster Defence 

largest private 
UARDIAN. 

The European Court has accepted 
the complaints of Fr. Patrick Fell 
who has served eight years of a 
twelve year sentence for "conspir-
acy." He claims that he has been 
denied access to legal advice, to 
independent medical examination 
and has been denied visits. A pre-
vious protest resulted in 590 days 
loss of remission. The British 
Government will now be given a 
chance to justify their actions. 

MORE TREASON — Enoch 
Powell. Unionist MP. speaks — 
"There is a name for appealing 
ever the head of the Crown to an 
authority outside the realm, and 
that name is treason." S. TIMES. 

J)i ,\R JOHNNY,—You will be 
surprised to hear from me so 

sc'ii uxain, but time is one 
tiling I'm not short of ut the 
moment ; there's a lot of us 
with ci lot of that commodity 
ut the present time, thanks to 
Maggie T. Yea. us you know, I 
was "lamped" recently, to use 
the expression in vogue among 
th navvying fraternity and, like 
a lot more , I 'm finding out that 
/no much leisure is no joke, 
t'mngh the hard Philip seems to 
imuginc we're being unreason-
able to be moaning and grumb-
ling. about having leisure when 
a jew years ago we were moaning 
and groaning the! we hadn't It's 
huh! to please the people, says 
Phi', but he certainly didn't 
please many with his pro-
nui ncem nt any more than the 
t,a:e he advised the British 
wuikforee to get its linger out 
—a not over-elegant turn of 
ph rase you will agree hut I 
rather imagine the poor man 
thought he was being democra-
tic or something ! 

When he came out with t ha t 
last mouthful about people 
being hard pleased I thought of 
the old story we had long ago 
about the farmer's wife when 
one of the workmen complained 
that there was a mouse in his 
mug of buttermilk ; the good 
woman looked and sure enough 
there was a dead mouse floating 
in the milk. "Well, we can't 
hove THAT," said the farmer's 
wife and extracting the offend-
ing mouse she chucked it over 
!,? e half-door as far as she 
(ouhl; then she handed the mug 
of buttermilk back to your man. 
The labouring man objected, of 
course, and the farmer's wife 
observed that it was hard to 
please some of the people — 
they didn't want a mug of 
buttermilk with a mouse in it 
and they didn't want a mug of 
buttermilk WITHOUT a mouse 
in itJ 

J*HE work is tighter than I have 
ever known it so you're not 

missing much back there in 
Mary Mean's even if you are 
paying seventy-one p. for a pint 
of Guinness, and the strain of 
not knowing what kind of a 
government you'll be having. 
The elections were a bit of an 
eye-opener, Sile Dev's senti-
ments didn't do her much good 
in her constituency, did they ? 
And what about Frank Cluskey? 
The notion of the Fine Gael-
Labour alliance is one that 
tickles people over here but it's 
plain that the Irish people have 
had enough of that kind of 
Labour; maybe now they'll be-
gin to return to their principles. 
. . . Anyway, about the work— 

wnall Waterfoi d and Tramore. 
through the Great Southern era to 
the present C.I.E. and N.I R. 

Brief accounts of the geographi-
< al and financial histories are 
given, logi tiler with a precis of the 
motive power used on the lines. 
The many illustrations are meslly 
of locomotives and tair iaacs. al-
though there aie some general 
station scenes. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd (TXT). 
Nottingham Road, Kipley, Derbys. 
and published by Connolly Publi-
cations Ltd, a t 283 Grays Inn 
Road. London WC1. 

•j TYPOGRAPHICAL errors in the 
script are few and self-evident, 

but the reference to 53 diesel loco-
motives in the table of former 
G N.R. motive power divided be-
tween C.I.E. and U.T.A. is mis-
leading. 

In 1958 the G.N.R. possessed only-
one diesel unit of any type. 
Despite this minor blemish, I can 
thoroughly recommend this book, 
which maintains the usual high 
standard of David and Charles' 
railway histories. 

BRIAN WILKINSON 

it was never slacker, John boy, 
you wouldn't believe 'twas the 
same country at all if you came 
here again . You remember on 
Saturday mornings when the 
lads used to pile out of the 
vans and the old waggons after 
work ing the half - day and 
straight into the boozer, muddy 
boots and all, for the session ? 
The old Tramcar is gone, of 
course. Now that was some 
establishment ! It wouldn't get 
many stars in the t'gon Ronay 
books but the crack was always 
good even if the beer wasn't. 

1 saw fivers and tenners being 
chucked over the counter like 
there was no tomorrow, in the 
early 'seventies when all the ex-
pansion was going on here, 
money to burn. "Drink up, 
boys , the crack is good " 
That's all very much a thing of 
the past now, kiddo, there's 
very little buckshee floating 
about, even the poor old dossers 
are having a hard time of it. 
In the immortal words of the 
late Patrick Kavanagh, it's you 
buck your goat and I'll buck 
mine I -

And the "Tram" was not just 
a watering hole either, it was 
better than a dozen job centres. 
All you had to do if you wanted 
a few old shifts was breeze in 
there and someone would put 
y o u right. You'd be a long 
time round the pubs now before 
anyone could put you to work, 
in fact there's so many jobless 
men nursing a pint in the 
middle of the day you'd think 
you were in t'te "Labour". I 
don't think that we're ever 
going to see full employment 
as we knew it again, what with 
crisis and recession and au to -
m a t i o n they just won't want 
people in factories or on work 
sites like they. did. It's not a 
prospect that appeals to a lot, 
there are men that couldn't be 
happy idle no matter how much 
money they might have, and of 
course most idle people haven't 
any. 

~\yORK is more than a way of 
procuring the means of 

existence for many, it is a deep-
rooted need, a justification, if 
you like, and if we're to have 
a situation where machines will 
be able to do nearly everything 
for us (except in the service 
industries) it will mean chang-
ing that particular outlook so 
that we won't all end up with 
guilt complexes. 

One man with whom I some-
times discuss this aspect of 
things has a theory that the 
Brave New World that Huxley 
wrote about fifty years ago will 
be a different kind of set-up 
altogether. He says you'll have 
millions of workless workers 
sitting about in their houses all 
day and getting a voucher for 
groceries once a week. Well, 
you can imagine the outcome of 
that, the old crime and vandal-
ism figures, would fairly leap 
I'd say. 

What a lot of men miss is 
the sense of purpose, the reason 
for getting out of bed in the 
morning and the feeling of be-
ing needed in whatever capacity 
it may be—take all that away 
and unless a man has some ot}, 
great interest to replace it he 
won't know what to do with 
himself, just drift about aim-
lessly as you see so many doing 
these days. And for some it is 
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only a short step from that state 
to sitting about in the park with 
a bottle of cider. Now there's 
something that takes a bit of 
figuring out, how those park-
men stick it all day long, sitting 
there on the seats with a few 
bottles of cider to keep them 
going. The boredom must be 
mind-numbing you would think, 
or is it that they go into a 
semi-trance or something so 
that they become immune to 
the monotony of it all ? 

I sit in with them myself for 
the crack sometimes (no, don't 
worry, I don't partake of the 
apple-juice though I'm some-
times expected to contribute to 
the funds, which is fair enough 
I suppose if you wish to enjoy 
their company) . . . well, I wish 
I could say that the conversa-
tion was of a high quality with 
gems of wisdom and words of 
wondrous length and thundering 
sound as Goldsmith described it, 
but the sad fact of the matter 
is that it's not like that at all. 

One chap was holding forth 
the other day on—of all things ! 
— h o w Paul Getty made his first 
million. The chap that was 
talking about the Yankee mil-
lionaire hadn't a tosser as we 
used to say at home long 
but there he was expounding 
Paul Getty's economic theories 
with great authority and no 
sense at all of being in any way 
ridiculous. "Oh would t ha t hod 
some giftie gie us" or whatever 
it was that Robbie Burns said 
when he was in the poetry 
business. 

THAT w a s all right; they dis-
cussed monetarism and re-

lated matters for a time and 
then the next thing o- the 
agenda was the new i. age 
that some scientist or otner is 
predicting; one of the cider 
men had read about it in the 
"Express", he said, and the 
thing was an odds-on bet, 
nothing surer than one of these 
meteorite things would break up 
and blanket the world with a 
lot of fine dust which, he claims, 
would stop the sun's rays get-
ting through; when the sun's 
heat doesn't get through, natur-
ally enough, we'll all be very 
cold and the only thing one 
might do (or so he said) was 
to pump hot water into the 
ocean at a fantastic rate alto-
gether so that some of the heat 
will be retained and we won't 
fare too badly entirely, though 
by then it's to be an eskimo 
existence for those that survive, 
sealskins and fur hoods and 
huddled round in an igloo al 
night. 

That was the s^cnari' dismal 
as it may seem, but then didn't 
one of the assembly take e> • 
ception to the hot-water-in-thc-
sea theory. "How in the nan .? 
of Jazez are you going to p::£ 
hot water in the sea ?" he de-
manded in a Mayo accent that 
over thirty years of residence 
in "Mainland" Britain hasnt 
altered a jot. 

"How am 1 going to put hot 

water in the sea?" the first man 
(a Donegal) counterec^ "I'M not 
putting anything anywhere. I 
never said 1 w a s going to put 
hot water in the sea, did I ? Did 
I say I was going to put hot 
water in the sea ?" 

The Mayoman accepted this 
and rephrased the question. 

"Well, how in the name of 
Jazez are THEY going to put 
hot water in the sea ?" he 
asked. 

"No bother at all," the 
Donegalman told him, "you just 
set up your hot-water plants 
along the seashore and then you 
get them working and you pump 
your hot water into the drink— 
just like you'd pump concrete or 
anything else!" 

"And surely to Christ the hot 
water will turn cold no matter 
how hot it is, the minute it 
mixes with the sea water ? Sure 
if you put a pint of boiling 
water in a gallon of cold water 
won't the cold water make the 
hot water cold—and isn't there 
more cold water in the sea than 
you could ever produce of hot 
water ?" 

At this stage the first man 
denied all responsibility for the 
theory—it wasn't HIS theory, 
hp rlorlnrnrl HE dijr.'t think it 
up, all he was doing was giving 
a report of what the scientist, 
whatever his name was, said in 
the "Sunday Express". N o w 
surely to God a half-gom like 
yourself (the Mayoman) isn't 
going to dispute with a scien-
tist with a rake of letters after 
his name as long as your arm ? 
1 mean, the scientist wouldn't 
come along and contradict HIM 
about the best way to dig a 
hole or shovel concrete, would 
he ? So why not accept your 
limitations and leave science and 
the freezing over of the world 
to the scientists, to the people 
who understood these affairs ? 
Well, John boy, at this stage I 
thought the conversation was 
verging on the ludicrous so I 
took my leave of them—but 
not before one of them very 
adroitly put the hammer on 
me for a 50-pence piece to make 
up the price of a bottle of 
Strongbow. . . . 

Well, that's it, and if the 
work doesn't pick up again it 
will be a queer old do; a man 
would be as well off idle back 
in the Holy Land as over here: 
They say that Maggie will have 
to do a mighty U-turn before 
long or that the Tories will 
lose the next election but in a 
spiteful kind of way I'd like to 
see her hold on course just Jo 
find out how much damage she 
CAN do. Some people think 
that she is quite mad and this 
may be the most likely explana-
tion. Retreat, she says, hell no, 
we just got here ! But where 
have we got, that's what I'm 
wondering! Anyway, Johnny, 
I'll cut this short and hope to 
hear from you before long. 1 
hope your letter will be a bit 
more cheerful than mine. 

All the best, old stock, keep 
smiling! 

Your old mate, 
Bonaventure 


