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MESSAGE TO OUR 
i r r H E date for the Lobby of Par l ia -

ment against the Prevention 
cf Terrorism Act has been fixed for 
February 18th. 

Every effort therefore needs to be 
made to get petit ion forms filled in. 

Great work is being done among 
London Building workers, and no-
body is busier t h a n John Hourigan, 
t he Limerickman who is secretary 
of Acton. Branch of UCATT. He 
returned two forms f rom the 
branch, together with several f r o m 
Ealing Trades Council, and yet 
more f rom the Regional Council of 
UCATT. 

Every member of the Regional 
Council signed, including the Reg-
ional Secretary Len Eaton and the 
Regional Cha i rman George O'Dris-
coll. 

A form was sent in by Sean 
Hogan of Manchester. 

At the same t ime the thing needs 
to be stepped up. Many people have 
forms which we hope they are 
filling in, but they have not been 
returned. There are six weeks le f t 
when this issue of the paper comes 
out. So if you have forms get 
them filled up. if you have not , 
send for some to Connolly Associa-
tion, 283 Gray6 Inn Road, London, 
W.C.I. 

QUESTIONS 
r p H E R E were high jinks when t h e 
J - press described Peter Sutcliffe 
as the "Yorkshire Ripper" and t h e 
Press Council have been called in. 

But wha t about Gerard Tui te 
who is credited with terrorist offen-
ces he may or may not have com-
mitted. The Guard ian accused 
Commander Duffy of Scotland Yard 
of being in contempt of court. 

But what of the unfor tuna te 
m a n who escaped with him, who 
was tried in his absence a f t e r hav-
ing escaped, was found not guilty 
e n d now faces conspiracy charges 
fo r escaping out of a jail he should 
never have been in. 

READERS 
Y ^ I T H January 1981 we enter the last decade but one of the second millenium. 

How time flies! And what a state the world's in ! 

There is of course no real reason why we should make good resolutions only once a 
year, or size things up again every ten. But better occasionally than not at all. 

So how does she stand? How 
far have we got in this struggle 
for Irish unity and indepen-
dence? And what is needed 
next? 

The most significant thing as 
far as the British scene is con-
cerned is that 

1 a majority of the British 
people want a withdraw-
al from Ireland, 

2 the most popular of pro-
posed solutions is the 
reunification of the coun-
try. 

The first arises in part from 
revulsion from the sickening 
scene presented in the six 
counties. 

S I G N I F I C A N T 
The second is more signifi-

cant. The reunification of Ire-
land is never advocated offici-
ally. If it is mentioned in a 
leading newspaper it is only to 
dismiss it. It could never have 
become the most popular solu-
tion but for the unremitt ing lab-
our and steadfastness of a 
comparatively small group of 
people, who have refused to be 
diverted from the essential. The 
readers and the sellers of the 
Irish Democrat can take some 
measure o f * credit to them-
selves and reflect tha t at least 
they have seen something for 
their work. 

But where do we go from 

NOTE THIS 
The Prevention of Terrorism Ac t has 
brought misery to thousands of Irish 

homes 

LOBBY PARLIAMENT 
on 18th February 

Contact Connolly Association 
- 283 Grays Inn Rpad, London, WC1 

here ? By what means can the 
will of the people be put into 
effect ? Mrs Thatcher is always 
talking about "our democra-
tic society." But she won't do 
what the people want about 
Ireland. 

Why will she not? To see 
why, it is necessary to under-
stand that the Irish question is 
a part of world politics. Mrs. 
Thatcher's Government is a 
Government of warmongers, 
with a policy of fomenting 
hatred against the "Eastern 
Block", building up arms, main-
taining foreign, mostly Ameri-
can, bases throughout the world, 
and preparing a war in which 
thirty million of her country-
men will die. 

Maybe she doesn't want this, 
but she'd be prepared to 
risk it. 

W A R BASE 
Ireland is one of the war 

bases. This at last has surfaced 
in the British press. Until re-
cently the Connolly Association 
have been the only people say-
ing it. 

So here's the first conclusion. 
If you want to free Ireland you 
must fight for a government 

dedicated to world peace, one 
that wants to make friends not 
enemies, one that doesn't need 
bases and cruise missiles to 
carry out its policy. 

If the "provisional'' I.R.A. 
could mount a thousand times 
their military campaigns, it is 
doubtful whether they would 
move a government prepared 
to sacrifice half the population 
of its own country either to 
save capitalism in England or 
impose it on Russia. 

The thing is bigger than 
people think. 

A W A R E 
Of course it could be argued 

that the "provisional" camp-
aign has helped to make people 
aware of the problem. That 
would have to be conceded. A 
proportion of the membership 
of the Troops Out Movement 
would lose interest if they 'did 
not feel they were trying to 
stop a war. Another proportion 
are being led towards the un-
derstanding that the Irish war 
is only part of the world war. 

But as it goes on year after 
year people can't help asking 
is there no other way forward. 

(Continued on Page Five) 

NORTHERN LAWYERS' MOVE 
A NUMBER of lawyers in Belfast 
' have come together to set u p 

the "Northern Ireland Association 
of Socialist lawyers." 

Their aim is to take up such 
issues as the composition of the 
judiciary, legal services, labour law, 
housing and housing law. 

They intend to oppose discrimina-
tion either on the grounds of sex 
or religion, and are opposed to 
emergency legislation, and in f a -
vour of penal reform. They are 
shortly to publish a pamphlet in 
which the issues raised by the H-
blocks will be discussed. 

The members have "individual 
views on the constitutional position 
of Northern Ireland." They agree 
however " tha t t he constitutional 
position ha sbeen used in the pas t 
and continues to be used to divert 
at tent ion away f rom other Issues." 

Comment? All very good but t h e 
last bit. I t is not being "Used". I t 

"END BRITISH 
GUARANTEE 

is its essence t ha t it does. Better 
not to discuss the constitutional 
position a t all t h a n say something 
foolish about it. Still — anything 
t ha t gets che two sides together on 
a progressive basis is good. 

RESOLUTION 
r j l H E Congress of the London Dis-

trict Communist Party which 
was held as the December issue 
was going to press passed a reso-
lution which recognised tha t Ire-
land is one nat ion and in view of 
this called for a statement by the 
British Government of their inten-
tion to withdraw from Ireland. 

The resolution also called for 
support for t he campaign for the 
repeal of the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act. 

The resolution was composited 
and contained a number of other 
points. 

it 

i j y £ R JOHN HUME, the Social 
Democratic and Labour P a r t y 

leader, told the Cambridge Union 
recently that the Brit ish Govern-
men t ' s constitutional guaran tee of 
the North's position was "no th ing 
less t han a guarantee of perpetual 
sectarianism and division." 

I t was "a permanent t r a p in 
which the people of Nor thern Ire-
land are locked and its f ru i t s a re 
pe r r e tua l division and conflict. To 
call for its removal is to remove 
the major obstacle to real dialogue 
among the people of I reland." 

He went on: "Its removal does 
not, as some critics say, coerce any-
body. I t simply leaves people s t and-
ing on their own feet and creates 
circumstances for a set t lement i n 
which differing viewpoints negoti-
a te f rom their own s t r eng ths 
r a t h e r than dependence on t h e 
whims of a British Par l iament . ' " 

FARM LOSSES 
/ \ N E third of Irish f a rmer s be-

lieve that they are worse off 
now t h a n before they joined t h e 
E.E.C., according to a recent opin-
ion poll. Another th i rd say they 
are about the same as when I re-
land joined and only one th i rd 
t h ink they are better off. 

T h e good times of the mid-1970s 
are now over for Irish farmers . T h e 
price increases they got In Brussels 
in the past two years are m u c h 
less t h a n their increasing costs. 
Higher interest rates, oil prices, 
fert i l iser and farm machinery prices 
a re cutt ing farm incomes with t h e 
classic "scissors". 

Rea l Incomes of I r i sh f a rmer s 
have fallen on average by one t h i rd 
in t h e past two years. Land pricea 
have fallen as well, to less t h a n 
half t he level of two years ago. 
Those who bought land or invested 
in f a r m buildings and f a r m m a -
chinery a t high interest ra tes since 
1977 are now caught very badly. 
T h e smallest farmers, as usual , 
have been hit hardest, bu t i t is t h e 
big farmers who are pushing t h e 
Government to abolish r a t e s o n 
land and reduce their taxat ion pay-
ments . 

T h e farmers were the most en-
thusiast ic Common Marketeers In 
I re land ten years ago. I t will be 
interest ing to see how their disillu-
s ionment with "Europe" affects t h e 
I r i sh political climate in t h e 1980s. 
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The great boom 
Full employment continued after 

the War Between 1948 and 1973 
the production of goods and ser-
vices increased on average by o'< 
a year in the capitalist world. This 
meant output trebled in that Quar-
ter of a century. It was the greatest 
Doom in the history of mankind, 
foils chased workers Wages and 

Suing .standards rose. Investment 
.,nd trade increased. Government 
services expanded. It was the hey-
cay of the Welfare State. Pros-
perity seemed guaranteed for ever. 
Capitalism seemed to have solved 
its major problems. 

'Ilie guru of the Great Boom was 
tiie English economist Lord Keynes. 
He taught tha t if capitalists were 
slow to invest their money, as they 
raid been during the Depression, 
then Governments should help them 
do the iob. Governments should 
encourage businessmen with tax 
'•uts or by expanding its own spend-
ing and increasing demand when-
over there was slack on private 
markets. Banks should keep inter-
est rates low to provide easy credit 
for businessmen and government. 
Tais in turn would encourage in-
vestment. and keep output up. 

The inflation problem 
Keynes's solution seemed to have 

dealt with capitalism's unemploy-
ment problem. But it gave rise to 
a new problem, namely inflation. 

At first this seemed small. In the 
Fifties and early Sixties price rises 
of 2-3-4'< a year appeared manage-
able enough. But by the late Sixties 
they had doubled to 7-8-9'- in most 
capitalist countries. By the early 
Seventies they had doubled yet 
again — to 15-20% or more. The 
press likes to blame the Arabs but 
it forgets that OPEC's price-hike 
in 1974 was on top of two-figure 
inflation already widely existing. 

Two-figure inflation makes it un-
profitable for businessmen to in-
vest. If you are lucky enough to 
have a million pounds when prices 
are rising at 15% a year, you must 
get tha t rate of re turn to prevent 
you making a loss. You will need 
over and above tha t again to make 
a veal profit. You may very well 
be tempted to put your money into 
non-productive things like property 
or land or gold or Old Masters, 
whose prices tend to keep ahead 
of inflation, ra ther than in industry 
or agriculture producing what 
people need 

Hence capitalist governments 
everywhere are -now obsessed with 
Inflation and monetarism is the 
name of the favourite medicine 
they prescribe. 

;>„)>"». the Chicago boys, m rani i . iu 
a ( i.uniiv lii-re .strikes are ;li< _al 
and where \uu can be shot tor 
a_l.lat.iig lot a pay lilt reuse B 
Britain's Thatcher, France's Ban 
and Aiaieican President-Elect 
Kea an are ah 1; i a-dmanhes o: , ta 
kind or another 

New monelai.sin is ,ii essi-ne,- old-
fashioned slump But to understand 
its jargon it is necessary to say 
something about how inflation 
ucctits in the ar.s! place. 

Causes of inflation 
The Great Boom was a quarler-

century long period of capital con-
centration and centralisation. Mon-
opolies came to dominate most in-
dustries. Take-overs and mergers 
made businesses ever bigger. It was 
the heyday of the Transnat ional 
firms, some of them with turnovers 
bigger t h a n Ireland's national in-
come. To make profits they needed 
rising sales and rising prices. 

The Great Boom too was a period 
of powerful growth of the labour 
movement in most countries, More 
workers organised in trade unions 
than ever before. Full employment 
put workers in a strong bargaining 
position, as they sought to gain 
some of the profits of expansion 
for themselves. 

The basic cause of inflation is 
the struggle between strong mono-
polised capital and labour trying 
to main ta in or improve its position. 
The big companies when they con-
ceded wage increases sought to keep 
up their profits by passing on their 
higher labour costs in higher prices 
to the public. They were enabled 
to do so by accommodating Bank 
credit. The Banks provided the 
paper which enabled higher wages 
to be paid and goods to be sold at 
ever rising prices. 

Government borrowing f rom the 
Banks also added to the inflation 
as too much money chased too few-
goods around the economy. Price 
rises in one country were quickly 
passed to others as economies le-
came interlocked through trade. 
The victims of inflation were the 
weak and unorganised — smaller, 
non-monopolised business, workers 
in declining industries or those not 
in t rade unions, pensioners and 
housewives and, more generally, the 
Third World countries who had to 
buy goods a t inflated prices f rom 
the West, while their own primary-
export prices fell continually be-
hind. 

A subsidiary reason for the ac-
celeration of inflation in the Sixties 
was the way in which the US Gov-
ernment used the dominance of the 
dollar as a reserve currency ( tha t 
is, a currency convertible into gold, 
regarded therefore as being as good 
as gold and suitable for sett l ing 
countries' debts to one another) to 
flood the western world with paper 
dollars. Th i s was how America 
paid for the Vietnam War and 
bought u p European industry a t 
bargain-basement prices. This in-
flationary flood—now known as 
Euro-dollars — is still slopping 
around the capitalist world's credit 
system. 

Monetarism's gU£y Is the Ameri-
can economist Friedman. His doc-
tr ine lias been f u l l £ applied only 
by the Chilean dlctatco; Pinochet, 
who has been guided by Friedman's 

Monetarist cure-all 
The monetar is t cure-all is to con-

trol the money supply—this being 
the transfflissloti mechanism where-
by the Aim. ot businessmen to main-
tain or increase profits in face of 
workers' wage demands generates 
inflationary price rises. Indirectly, 
they hope, th is will tame the labour 
movement by causing unemploy-

ment and 
bu>nil -s to 
niat.fis 

pttt in-- pressure on 
stand up to wage de-

I le G j-.err.ment, say the mom-
tar,.-:.- should tmpo.se a target iate 
oi growth oi .money on the BanKs. 
it that is done and stuck to. then 
hi--.he: pit, s cannot be paid, wage 
increases will slew down, people 
will cliaiue tits--.;- expectations of in-
flation and p-entually balance will 
t e restored between the supply of 
goods and services and the supply 
of money and credit which enables 
goods and services to be exchanged. 

True, there will be falling output, 
business bankruptcies and unem-
ployment. But the worse things are. 
the better thev are really getting— 
as Mrs Thatcher is always patiently 
trying to explain. For is not infla-
tion being squeezed out of the 
system? When prices are at last 
steady those businesses which have 
survived—the most efficient, high 
productivity ones—will find it profit-
able .to invest again. North Sea oil 
revenues will by then be coming in 
to help the British Government's 
finances and ensure Mrs Thatcher 's 
re-election in 1984. 

The trouble is the theory is not 
working out in practice. Attempt-
ing to control the money supply Is 
like trying to lift mercury into a 
tumbler with a fork. It is impos-
sible in a country like Britain where 
the Banks and other financial in-
stitutions are privately operated 
and where money can flow in and 
out of the country a t will. Not sur-
prisingly the Government 's mone-
tary targets are way off beam. 

Money supply mirage 
The money-supply which the Gov-

ernment seeks to keep in line with 
target (so-called M3) is the total 
of notes and coins in circulation 
— which is what the ordinary man 
thinks of as money — and also 
current accounts and deposit ac-
counts held by private persons and 
public bodies. 

The Banks increase this money-
supply whenever they lend to pri-
vate persons or the Government. 
Government borrowing f rom the 
Banks is equivalent to printing 
money, for the gilt-edged security 
which is a Government promise to 
pay increases the assets in the 
Bank's balance sheet. This in turn 
allows the Bank to increase its lia-
bilities by accepting extra deposits 
and lending more money — so in-
creasing the money supply. 

T o r y Government monetary 
policy therefore aims to do two 
things. Firstly, it seeks to reduce 
the amount the Government bor-
rows — the difference between what 
it spends and what it raises in 
taxes — to a level which is in line 
with the savings individuals and 
institutions such as pension funds 
and insurance companies generate 
each year; for tha t is not regarded 
as increasing the money supply. 
Secondly, it seeks to cut down Bank 
borrowing by the private sector 
through putting up interest rates, 
the price of loans. 

The Tories say public spending 
must be cut in order to cut the 
Government borrowing requirement 
and hence the money supply. The 
method is to slash t h e public ser-
vices, run down the Welfare State, 
call a halt to council building and 
in the process decimate the con-
struction industry. Every unem-
ployed man in turn costs the Gov-
ernment £4,000. in social security 

gVERYBODY knows that Tory policy is 
wrecking the British economy, shat-

tering small businesses and sending 
Englishmen to work as guestworkers in 
Germany, something they had thought the 
sole lot of Irishmen, Turks and Jugoslavs. 
The IRISH DEMOCRAT has asked Anthony 

Coughlan, a senior lecturer in economics at Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, to explain what is happening. His views are 
of course his own, but we think there is much in them. 

and lost taxes, even though he is 
producing nothing, which helps to 
push up public spending more. 

Engineering slump 
The monetarist cure for inflation 

is a recipe for slump. While money 
expansion makes Inflation possible, 
though it Is not the underlying 
cause, a cut in the money supply 
does not necessarily cure It. 

Workers resist wage cuts. Em-
ployees do not cut prices. Business-
men have to borrow, even a t high 
interest rates, to meet their wage 
and other bills and secure working 
capital to remain in business at 
all. If they have overdrafts a t the 
Bank, which they draw on as they 
please, they can increase the money 
supply at will, whatever the Gov-
ernment says. They can also do so 
by borrowing abroad. 

Eventually, if unemployment is 
driven high enough and sufficient 
bankruptcies occur, the labour 
movement may be tamed and prices 
will slow down. Inflation will then 
be "cured", but industry is on the 
floor as a result of the process. 
Indeed will there be any significant 
industry left to revive? Unemploy-
ment in Britain will be heading to 
three million by this time next year. 
Where are the forces of industrial 
regeneration to come from? Where 
is there to be a revival of consumer 
confidence and demand? These 
are questions even Britain's manu-
facturers are asking now. 

High interest rates hit invest-
ment. At the same time they at-
t ract foreign speculative money into 
the country, which puts up the 
sterling exchange rate with foreign 
currencies. This in turn hi ts Bri-
tain's exports and sucks in floods 
of foreign imports — which savages 
both domestic and export manufac -
turers. British industry is now 
being crucified between the high 
cost of borrowing and the h igh 
sterling exchange rate. No wonder 
its leaders talk of fistfights with the 
Government. 

Who benefits? 
But is not this a Tory Govern-

ment, you may ask. Are not t he 
Tories the traditional businessmen's 
party? Why is it t ha t Mrs T h a t -
cher shows no sign of abandoning 
her monetarism? 

The answer is to be found by ask-
ing who benefits f rom what is hap-
pening. Who benefits f rom h igh 
Interest rates and the high ex-
change rate of sterling? w h o is 
making colossal profits while 
Brit ish industry goes to the wall 
and the dole queues lengthen? 

The answer is the banks. The 
more Interest rates go up the more 
money the banks tend to make. 
Britain's banks are these days 
gorged with profits. Even If the 
home financial market Is slack 
foreign capital, attracted by High 
Interest rates, flows In for them to 
play with. 

One example: As Britain's larg-

est manufactur ing company — ICI 
— reports a profits slump, the Mid-
land Bank, only Br i t a ins third 
largest, finds itself so flush with 
funds tha t it has decided to buy 
Crocker National, the twelfth larg-
est bank in America. 

Or recall the hundreds of millions 
put up by the banks in the mid-70s, 
supported by the Government, to 
prevent the smaller banks going to 
the wall when the property market 
collapsed. Contras t t ha t with the 
resistance to bailing out industrial 
"lame-ducks' ' Look at how the 
Tories abolished exchange control, 
which is something the banks have 
wanted for 40 years. Funds desper-
ately needed by Brit ish industry 
are flowing abroad as a result of 
this move which was greeted, ac-
cording to the "Financial Times", 
"with almost hysterical enthusiasm" 
by the banks. 

Thatcher's bankers' 
government 

Mrs Thatcher is spokesman for a 
Bankers' Government whether she 
knows it or not. Her monetarism 
suits the banks even if it butchers 
British industry. T h e banks and 
the other financial institutions of 
the City are the dominant sections 
of British capital today. Britain's 
EEC membership may be bad for 
others, but it keeps the City ahead 
of its financial rivals abroad. 

Labour's Harold Lever has been 
writing in the "Sunday Times" 
about how Britain's Banks are less 
concerned with helping industry 
than their counterpar ts in Germany 
or Japan. He is r igh t of course, 
but he is silly to th ink the banks 
are going to listen. T h e pattern of 
the City's dominance has been 
there for decades. Indeed, was it 
not Lenin sixty years ago whft 
spoke of the inevitable supremacy 
of financial capital over industrial 
capital in t h e final stages of ad-
vanced capitalist society? 

The Socialist alternative 
Keynesianism has been tried , 

and brings inflation. Monetarism is 
being tried and is bringing slump. 
Neither solves the basic contradic-
tion of capitalist society, which is 
that the accumulation of capital, 
the basis of economic progress for 
the whole of society, is inextricably 
bound up with the for tunes of the 
rich, whose profits depend on sur-
plus extracted f rom the i r workers. 
Hence constant antagonism be-
tween capital and labour. 

Only soolalism can overcome this 
problem. For In a socialist society, 
because accumulation doss not im-
pend on a class of financiers and 
oajMMIMs, labour can Identify with 
the growth of oapltal and the dis-
tribution of the pVotfUots of invest-
ment can be ptanhMl in a rational 
way to meet social needs. 

Only measures which point In a 
socialist direction thow a way out 
Of the cul-defaos ef either Kfytie-
slanlsm or monetarism. Such mea-
sures are now being widely advo-
cated In the Labour Movement. 
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Science and technology 
by Roy 
Johnston 

THATCHER-HAUGHEY TALKS 
Connolly Association statement 

THE Anglo-Irish talks in Dublin 
have been described by Mr 

Haughey as the most momentous 
since the foundation of the state. 
But none of those present have 
stated precisely what was discussed, 
and the British and Irish versions 
are a t variance. Obviously some-
body has something to hide, some-
thing tha t t he public ought to know. 
The purpose of this memorandum 
is not to a t tempt revelations but 
to draw at tent ion to some of the 
issues necessarily involved. 

The foundation of British policy 
in Ireland was set out in a 1948 
Cabinet minute (CAB 128/32) which 
can be inspected at the Public 
Record Office. It states clearly what 
the Connolly Association (alone of 
political organisations) has always 
asserted. 

"Now tha t Eire will shortly cease 
to owe any allegiance to the Crown 
it has become a matter of first-class 
strategic importance to th is coun-
try tha t the North should continue 
to form par t of His Majesty's 
dominions. So far as can be fore-
seen, it will never be to Great Brit-
ain's advantage that Northern Ire-
land should become part of a terri-
tory outside His Majesty's jurisdic-
tion. Indeed^ it seems unlikely t ha t 
Great Britain would ever be able 
to agree to this even if the people 
of Northern Ireland desired it." 

The occupation of Irish territory 
was, as is known, the reason for 
the neutrali ty of the twenty-six 
counties in the second world war 
and the basis of the refusal of t he 
Republic to take part in NATO. 
This means tha t a policy which 
safeguards Britain's control of the 
North Western approaches simul-
taneously deprives the western 
alliance of the possibility of facil-
ities in the Republic. 

In 1948 the coalition was rum-
cured to have toyed with the idea 
of entering the western alliance in 
return for the cession of the six 
counties to the Republic. If th is 
was seriously contemplated it is 
clear tha t the British Government 
feared the reaction of the Ulster 
Unionists, then in good odour , 
thanks to t h e cessation of sectarian 
demonstrat ions during the war, 
and doubted the capacity of the 
coalition to carry their proposal In 

ISM Confer erne 
i rpHE Irish Sovereignty Movement 

continues) to go from s t rength 
to strength. 

At its conference in Dublin on 
December 13th a resolution was 
passed to the effect tha t the way to 
peace and justice in Ireland "can-
not be found until the British Gov-
ernment indicates t a the Unionists 
a desire to disengage from Ireland 
and encourage its unity and inde-
pendence . . . the Ir ish Labour and 
Trade Union Movement shoiild' be 
especially urged to support this 
policy and press it on its Brit ish 
counterpart ." 

The resolution was-moved by Mr 
riaitun o Ceallalgh and seconded 
>M$r S t a n O'Brien. 
V p t h e r resolut lot tsf leal t with the 
"H-BjOck abomination" and the pro-
posed amendment pr thfe crijqinal 

k of t h e Rejjumic Wftuld 
:ict t he l i g h t to remain njfent : 

the face of the tradit ional support 
for neutrality of the twenty-six 
county public. T h e issue of Irish 
participation in the western alliance 
has been raised intermittently since 
1948, and it is natural t ha t it should 
appear more urgent to Britain's 
allies, including the United States, 
than to Britain. 

There are reasons why this ques-
tion should arise at the present 
time. First there is the palpable 
failure of British policy in the six 
counties. The hunger strikes of both 
Republican and Unionist prisoners 
highlight this fact. But they are not 
t he reasons for .the discussions, tor 
these have been in preparation for 
several months. Second there Is the 
rapid deterioration of international 
relations, the threatened intensified 
arms race and search for strategic 
vantage points. Is it possible to de-
vise a formula which would pre-
serve western strategic interests in 
Ireland and at t he same time de-
fuse the smouldering t ime bomb in 
the six counties? T h e search for 
some such formula would demand 
international and economic adjust-
ments on the part of Britain (a fact 
which may explain t h e composition 
of the British delegation). These 
might arouse opposition both in 
Britain and the six counties. It 
would also demand changes in the 
Republic, for example, adjus tments 
to the policy of non-alignment 
which has been pursued since the 
war. According to the Sunday Tri-
bune of November 30, 1980, there 
have been "hints" f rom Mr Haughey 
that "a United Ireland would 
agree to some form of Anglo-Irish 
co-operation on defence and foreign 
policy." 

Obviously a set t lement along such 
lines presents enormous difficulties, 
and it would be hard to envisage 
it under present circumstances. The 
Irish and British s ta tesmen more-
over, as is seen from the i r differing 
statements, are pursuing their own 
national objectives and agreement 
may not be possible. 

We offer the following principles 
which we hope wilt assist the Irish 
in Britain and their f r iends in the 
Labour movements 

1. The Irish peopie a r e entitled 
to the whole of their national l e m ^ 
tory whether they enter t he western 
alliance or not. 

2. Whether they en te r it or not 
is a matter for themselves but all 
support should be given to those in 
Ireland who demand national re-
unification without conditions at-
tached^ 

3. Since the whole basis of the 
British occupation of the six 
couptiee and the consequent 
troubles Is the International ten-
sion between East and West, the 
r w u m g t t o n o f detente and thft be-
ginning of general d isarmament is 
a mat ter of great interest to all 
who wish to see the Irish question 
settled. 

«. With thee* reservations under-
stood the helping of discussions 
between principals, and ttje recog-
nition ef the statu* of the Irish 
Government as a principal, is o f 
PMOti fes ic iMt t iM* 

5. HT* 
ettrtft iM' 

' IMJt^BtJr and the iSJS.tJ.HlK&'.'Wa^ 
dfectassea.-

J^HE appearance in the July-
August "Technology Ireland" 

of an article by an tOllamh 
Aonnrai de Poor in Irish 
prompts some reflections on the 
role of Irish as a factor in the 
nation-building process. 

The article is in fact a re-
search-paper on theoretical per-
formances of various configura-
tions of wind-generator, from 
the aerodynamic point of view. 
In it he claims a novel theore-
tical approach. 

I applaud any attempt to ex-
tend the use of Irish i n to t ech-
nology, and into other areas 
where hitherto it had been dor-
r-rant. 

Albert Fry, who is president 
of the Gaelic League, is an engi-
neer). (He is also, incidentally, 
from Belfast and a Protestant.) 
He had been promoting an ap-
preciation of the significance for 
civil engineers of the meanings 
Of Irish place-names, as these 
often are relevant to what 
goes on under the ground, 
particularly with regard to 
water. This is a low - key, 
introductory approach, approp-
riate to the Northern environ-
ment where the civil engineers 
are probably somewhat remote 
from any national-minded philo-
sophy. 

I UNDERSTAND that hp is 
soon to address a seminar of 

the I n s t i t u t e of Engineers of 
Ireland in Irish, describing his 
recent work on the reconstruc-
tion of the Belfast Opera House. 
This seminar is taking place be-
cause the 1EI (which unfortun-
ately however is a 26-county 
body) felt itself in a position to 
respond to a challenge to run 
an Irish language seminar issued 
by the Connradh. I look for-
ward to it with interest; will it 
turn out to be merely a ritual 
event ? Or will it flush out a 
sub-culture of aspirant Irish-
speaking engineers ? If the lat-
ter, it will be interesting to see 
if they have begun to appreciate 
the importance of Irish for use 
when working abroad, (a) to dis-
tinguish us from the Anglo-
Saxon monoglot imperial tradi-
tion, (b) to enable information 
to be exchanged amongst the 
Irish without competitors, cus-
tomers or clients understanding, 
when engaged in business nego-
tiations. 

(The latter principle was well 
understood\ by Lloyd George, 
who conversed in Welsh with 
Tom Jones, his secretary, during 
the 1921 Treaty negotiations.) 
J'O return to Harry Power: 

with the greatest of respect, 
I suggest his approach is strate-

gically wrong, on two count-, — 
II) by introducing a theoretical 

innovation in a manner ob-
scure to the international 
fraternity, he is c o u r t i n g un-
charitable criticism to the 
effect that it is on shaky-
ground. or insignificant. The 
role of English as a scientific 
technological lingua-franca of 
world status is accepted by 
most if not all nationalities ; 

(2) by writing in Irish a paper 
which could be a very 
significant factor in ad-
vancing the practical status 
of renewable-energy systems 
among his own profession 
(electrical engineers, who arc 
largely hooked by the bland-
ishments of the nuclear 
lobby), he is (regrettc ibl\) 
weakening the renewable-
energy campaign. 

I suggest that the role of Irish-
language writing by someone 
such as Harry Power should be 
directed towards (a) popularis-
ing among existing Irish-lan-
guage speakers an appreciation 
of the role of advanced t e c h n o -
logy in national survival (eg. 
we never see anything in Com-
har on technology) ; (b) promot-
ing the practical use of Irish 
among engineers, through IE I 
seminars and such, following 
the lead of Albert Fry. The 
material of his "Technology Ire-
land" article could without diffi-
culty be adapted in this direc-
tion. 

IRISH AID PROMISED SWAPO 
A D E L E G A T I O N from 

* * SWAPO, the freedom-fight-
ing organisation for Namibia 
(South-West Africa) has been 
promised help in Dublin by the 
Taoiseach, Mr Haughey, and the 
Foreign Minister, Mr Lenihan. 

Namibia has been ruled illeg-
ally by South Africa since the 
United Nations ended South 
Africa's mandate in 1966. The 
territory had originally been 
taken away from the -Germans 
after their defeat in the first 
world war, when South Africa 
had been given a mandate by 
the League of Nations. 

Namibia is fabulously rich in 
diamonds and uranium. The 
South Africans want to hold on 
to it but are afraid of being in 
outright breach of international 
law by so doing. Hfence their 
friends—Germany, Britain, Ame-
rica and France—are trying to 
fudge a settlement whereby 
various Uncle Tom parlies of 
compliant Blacks will take over 
Namibia in a form of pseiudo-

Jndependence, with SoutH Africa 
continuing to run things behind 
the scenes. 

SWAPO is the main obstacle 
to this, for it is &WAP£ which 
has done most of the fighting to 
get the Sotrth Africans out. 
9WAPO is (he most -#oi|nitar 
with the people of the area and 
would win any gertuifte free 
election. So the West -Wants to 
trick S W A P O ; t h e y Originally 
wanted to tr ie* Mugabo In Zim-
babwe. They are afraid that 
SWAPO lean* too much, to the 
Left and is too close to the 

African National Congress, the 
premier freedom movement in 
South Africa itself. 

The SWAPO general secre-
tary, who was once tortured in 
South Africa's prisons, said that 
Mr Haughey had promised that 
if the proposed independence 
conference next March failed, 
Ireland would use its member-
ship of the Security Council to 
press for the immediate appli-
cation of economic sanctions 
against South Africa. 

If the conference is successful, 
hostilities between South Africa 
and SWAPO are due to end, the 
700 political prisoners the South 
Africans are holding are to be 
released, the South African 
forces are to be withdrawn from 
Namibia under the supervision 
of an international force which 
wil l include Irish Army officers 
and members of the Gardai, and 
free elections are to be held by 
the end of next year. 

NUCLEAR MISSILES FOR NORTH? 
f INHERE is a real danger that 
^ nuclear missiles would be sited 

in Northern Ireland, Nobel Peace 
Prize-winner Sean MacBride has 
recently warned. 

The British Government and 
NATO have agreed to put lf-0 
nuclear weapons in secret sites in 
"the United Kingdom and Northern 
Ireland" by the end of 1983. The 
missiles are to be kept at storage 
depots in Berkshire and Cambridge-
shire and deployed on lorries to 
secret locations at times of inter-
national tension. 

The siting of missiles in any part 
of this island would make Ireland 
a direct target in the event of 
nuclear war, said Sean MacBride. 
It was "more than probable" that 

a number of the proposed missile 
sites would be in Northern Ireland, 
he said, and he criticised the recent 
suggestion by EEC Commissioner 
Richard Burke that this country 
should adopt a new approach to 
the NATO military alliance. 

He added: "Is t.hp campaign tha t 
Ireland should adopt a new ap-
proach towards NATO and neutral-
ity intended to make the siting of 
nuclear missiles on Irish soil more 
palatable to the Irish people? Is it 
being mounted so as to anticipate 
the opposition to the location of 
nuclear missiles in Ireland when 
this fact becomes known? Is it to 
pave the way for a possible request 
t h a t some missile sites should also 
be made available on our western 
coast?" 

Dean condemns imperialism 

Importance how-9t tto Deeem-
* die-and har 

_ REACTION 
~J£AD10 TELEF1S Elk ''.ANN 

received no fewer than 
four thousand eomplaints af-
ter Mr Robert Kee had ap-
pealed on the late late show. 
Viewers had beiri offended, fit 
his a n t ^ n q t i w i a f attitude and 
Hi> r$ma»ks gbput Robert 
Emmet. 

CANON Austin Baker, Dean of 
1|eetminster and Chaplain to 

the Sbeaker of the House of Com-
mons, spoke on Britain's responsi-
bility for the Irish problems in a 
recent sermon on the H-Block 
hunger strike. He said: 

No British Government ought 
ever to forget that this perilous 
moment, like many before it, is 
the outworking of a MStery for 
which our ooontry is primarily 
responsible. 

"England seized IreU*^ for it* 
own military benefit; it planted 
Protectant Wttlers there td mak^ 
It strategically m o m * It humiH 
iat«t -apd penalised the native 
Irish anil then, when It could no 

longer hold on- to the whole 
Island, kept back part of it to be 
a home for the settlers' descend-
ants , a non-Viable solution f rom 
which the Protestants have suf-
fered as much as anyone. 

"Our injustice created the situ-
ation; and by constantly repeat-
ing that we will maintain it as 
long as the majority want It* we 
aotlvely Inhibit Protestant and 
Catholic from working out a new 
futi^re together. Thpt If the root 
of tbe ^pHnce and the reason 
why the pr^twto'ni think of them-

, «elv*e u political offenders." 
J i M » power to you, Canon Baker, 

for speaking the truth piahMy. And 
fn»y ybur words resound the ' 
land. 
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JUGGERNAUTS 
TEAR UP ROADS 

EE C - s p o n s o r e d juggernaut lor-
ries a re busily t e a r i n g up 

t h e Irish r o a d s t h e s e days, just 
a s they a r e do ing in B r i t a i n . 
Our EEC p a r t n e r s ' have ruled 
t h a t 40 t j r . n e a n d u p w a r d lor-
r ies m u s t be a l lowed, even on 
r o a d s which w e r e never built to 
t a k e such loads, T h e r e s u l t Is 
a c o l o s s a l b :l t o r t h e taxpayer . 

D a m a g e caused to I r i sh r o a d s 
by heavy vehic les w a s e s t i m a t e d 
ta be around £40 million last 
y e a r . Some 61,000 heavy vehicles 
t h u n d e r e d a l o n g them, and even 
t h o u g h road main tenance cost 
£5h mill ion, th i s is sa id t o be 
£10 mil l ion less t h a n w a s 
needed one of t h e c o s t s of 
t he EEC which m o s t e c o n o m i s t s 
never t a k e in to a c c o u n t . 

As well, t he j u g g e r n a u t lo r r i e s 
a r e o t t en over loaded a n d a s a 
r e su l t a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a 
h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e of f a t a l acci-
d e n t s a n d a c c i d e n t s Invo lv ing 
o t h e r vehic les t h a n t h e i r n u m -
ber s seem to w a r r a n t . S o m e t h i n g 
t h e o r t h o d o x e c o n o m i s t s i g n o r e 
in t h e i r c a l c u l a t i o n s a lso . 

CA's FIRST PRESIDENT DIES 
IN DUBLIN 

THANK YOU 
CONSIDERING all the money our 

supporters are being com-
pelled to shell out, what with con-
s tant ly i n m a s i n g prices for worsen-
ing services, and Chr is tmas on top 
of the lot, the fund is not too bad 
this month. 

But just consider whether It is 
enough to fv«ep an office and full-
t ime workers going. 

We hope t h a t as soon as they 
have recovered from t h e festive 
season our readers will do wtiat 
they can, and if Connolly Associa-
tion members will renew their sub-
scriptions early, that will be a help 
too. 

OUR THANKS TO: 
V. Griffin £3, Iveagh £10. B. 

F a r n n g t o n £:<- s. O'Neill £2. R. 
Rossiter £'.». L Duly £1, P. Browne 
£2.30. G. W i - d £1. M. Whi te £1. 
T. Leonard £ >. T. Coughlan £15, 
,1 Guilfoyle £ j . I. Linehan £1. 
South Louder. C A. £68. F.H.O. £10. 
P. Clancy £ : L McKeogh £1, R. 
Wall £1, D Lvsaght £1. J. McGra th 
£2. D. Till?; £4. J. Cole £3. A. 
Micklewrigh 1: £ : F. Kindley 50p. F. 
Tuggar t 50y. 5 O'Neill £4, P. Mul-
l igan £10. 

TOTAL. £ . "'i).52. 

CRAZY C AP. 
WHO says tha t E.E.C. spending 

is meant to redistr ibute in-
come to Europe? A report jus t out 
shows tha t the Common Agricul-
tura l Policy (C.A.P.) does just the 
opposite. The rich regions of 
Northern Europe walk off with most 
of the loot, while the poorer a reas 
are left with the scrapings. 

The regional gap In f a rm in-
comes in the E.E.C. has widened in 
the past ten years. An agricul tural 
worker living in the E.E.C.'s rich 
f a rm areas — North Germany, the 
Paris Basin and Holland — takes 
home on average seven t imes as 
much as a worker in the poorest 
a reas of South Italy, Donegal and 
the West of Ireland. 

The lunatic C.A.P., which sup-
par t s f a rm incomes by charg ing 
consumers high market prices for 
food, means tha t big farmers , who 
produce mast, get most. Small 
f a r m s and small f a rm areas get 
least. 

The C.A.P, takes three-quar ters 
of all E.E.C. cash, but the limit on 
t h e E.E.C. budget will be reached 
th is year, a f te r which the cash to 
ma in ta in the butter mounta ins and 
beef mounta ins runs out. The E.E.C. 
S ta tes will have to decide wha t to 
do Instead and the chance may be 
taken to move away f rom the dear 
food policy. Housewives and t r ade 
unionists will be glad of t ha t . 

T H E death of M r Roddy Con-
nolly in mid-December re-

moves one of the great historic 
characters of the Irish Labour 
Movemen t . 

Born in Dubl in in 1901 he was 
taken to the United States at 
the age of two remaining there 
t i l l the fami ly returned to Ire-
land in 1911. Unt i l 1916 his t ime 
was spent almost entirely in 
Belfast, but he came to Dublin 
in t ime for the Rising, in which 
he took part as a Lieutenant in 
the I r ish Cit izen Army, acting 
as aide-de-camp to Pearse and 
James Connolly his father. 

Imprisoned for a short period 
in Richmond Barracks wi th 
Sean Mac Diarmada and De 
Valera he was released wi th 
other boys under the age of 
sixteen. 

As a result of the Russian 
revolution, which was enthu-
siastically hailed in Dublin, and 
of the immense expansion of 
the Irish Labour Movement 
arising f rom the simultaneous 
necessities of the economic and 
national struggles, the Socialist 
Party of I re land was revived 
under the leadership of Cathal 
O'Shannon and Wi l l i am O'Brien. 

Roddy Connolly belonged to 
the left w ing w i th in this party 
and after attending a con-
ference of the Communist 
International in Moscow, he ex-
pelled O'Shannon and O'Brien 
and became secretary of the 
Communist Par ty of Ireland, 
which was in effect S.P.I, re-
named according to the statutes 
of the Internat ional . 

T H E C.P.I. opposed the 
" treaty" but in the atmos-

phere engendered by the 
"treaty" position of O'Brien 
and others, and the republican 
defeat in the civil war, the 
party had l i t t le success, and 
Larkin, when he returned to 
Ireland in 1923, though he was 
bitterly opposed to O'Brien, had 
little desire to be subject to the 
political discipline of a definite 
organisation. 

The C.P.I, therefore foundered 
and attempts to replace it were 
continued unti l 1933 when it 
was re-started w i t h entirely dif-
ferent personnel. 

Roddy Connolly had close re-
lations w i th the Republicans in 
1922 and had had a hand in de-
feating the manifesto which 
Liam Mel lows sent out of 
Mountjoy. In 1926 however he 
supported De Valera's estab-
lishment of Fianna Fail, 
though he did not join. The 
next year he joined the Irish 
Labour Par ty and was shortly 

elected to its Executive on 
which he served to the end of 
his days. 

He was elected to the Dail in 
1948 and is credited w i th hav-
ing engineered the first Inter-
party Government when La-
bour, up to then oriented to-
wards Fianna Fail, joined with 
Clann na Poblachta in a coali-
tion wi th the ex-blue-shirts of 
Fine Gael. 

He was a member of the 
Senate from 1975 to 1977. 

His two hobbies were chess 
and bridge. But he could also 
wa lk and talk — energetically 
the one, entertainingly the 
other. He had inherited his 
father's intellect, was well-
informed and well-read, wi t ty 
and observant, and w i th an in-
exhaustible fund of revealing 
anecdotes. He was loyal, help-
ful and generous. 
I T is far too early to estimate 

his political career, but that 
it presents mysteries to be 
cleared up is without doubt. 
And to many it had its disap-
pointing aspects. 

First it might be said that he 
was not his father, but that 
people thought he should be. He 
was credited with something 
l ike infal l ibi l i ty in the early 
days of the C.P.I. As a result 

Ireland has the 
trade unionists 

S P H E R E , are now about 500,000 
t r ade unionists organised in 85 

unions in the Republic of I re land, 
according to the latest t r ade union 
membersh ip survey f rom t h e ICTU. 
T h e five general t r ade unions 
organise half of these. 

The re are 42 white-collar unions 
who organise one third of all t rade 
unionists. T h e big general unions 
also organise some white collar 
workers. Two-thirds of t r ade union 
members are men and one-third 
women. 

There are 17 Brit ish based t r ade 
unions in the Republic, wi th a 
membersh ip of 75,000 in t h e State. 

T rade union members represent 
65 % of all employees. T r a d e union 
membersh ip in Ireland is h igher 
t h a n in most EEC countries. The 
percentage of employees who are in 
t r ade unions in other countr ies is 
Br i t a in 50%, Germany 40%, P rance 
22%, D e n m a r k 70%, I ta ly 50%. 

T h e membership of t r a d e unions 
in the Republic has t rebled since 
the end of World War 2, increasing 
f r o m 172.000 in 1945 to 310,000 in 
1955. 327.000 in 1965, 465,000 in 1976 
and 499,000 in 1979. Th i s is one 
measure of the growing organisa-
t ional s t reng th of the I r i sh working 
class. 

Catholics get poorer chance 
/ 'ATHOLIC school-leavers in Bel-

fas t have m u c h less chance 
than their P r o t e s t a n t counterpar ts 
of finding a job, according to a 
report on " In to W o r k ? " f rom the 
Fair Employment Agency, a govern-
ment body. 

While the re is n o difference be-
tween the two communi t ies in the 
educational s t a n d a r d s of the boys 
upon leaving school, a f te r eight 
months two-thirds of the Protes tant 
boys were in jobs, compared with 
only one th i rd of t h e Catholic. Also 
more Catholics t h a n Protes tant 
boys were in G o v e r n m e n t training-
centres, which t r a i n a small num-
ber of people for factories tha t do 
not exist. 

The report gives t h e occupational 
class background of the boys and 
shows the con t inued relevance of a 
system of s e c t a r i a n patronage, 
which benefits t h e Protes tants . For 

example, unemployed Catholic 
f a t h e r s are not "located in a net-
work of work relat ionships" which 
they can use to help their sons find 
work. But because P ro te s t an t 
f a t h e r s and fr iends have a higher 
employment ra te anyway, they are 
be t te r able to "put in a word" for 
the i r sons. "Personal recommenda-
t ions r a the r t h a n formal examina-
t ions or references appear to be the 
most significant factor relied on by 
employers in recruit ing workers." 
Working-class Catholic youngsters 
f a r e even worse t h a n middle-class 
Cathol ics do. 

T h e report shows the cont inued 
sec ta r ian na tu re of life in t h e Six 
Counties, with Catholics ge t t ing 
second-class t r ea tment dur ing some 
of the most formative years of their 
lives. Small wonder t h a t some of 
these youngsters are a t t r ac t ed in 
despai r to the Provisional ranks . 

he did not have to establish his 
position through work and argu-
ment as his father had done, and 
developed a touch of indolence. 

Second, though he called him-
self a socialist all his life, it is 
doubtful whether he had as 
strongly applied himself to 
socialist study as his father had. 
He, in common, with other 
leaders of Irish socialism, had 
not grasped the central prin-
ciple that the struggle for 
national l iberation is part of the 
struggle for socialism, and the 
part which must take prece-
dence. As a result he took up 
a leftist position in the Republi-
can Congress, wishing to agitate 
for a "workers' republic" 
instead of an "Irish Republic." 

Wi thout a doubt he thought 
he was keeping his father's 
slogan alive, but he may have 
forgotten that since his father's 
execution Ireland had gone 
through revolution and counter-
revolution, and a republic had 
been established and destroyed. 

T H E defeat of the Republican 
Congress thanks to the 

split that ensued was in many 
ways as fateful as the victory of 
the "treaty" party in 1 9 2 2 . I t 
dispersed the remaining revolu-
tionary forces and ensured 
Fianna Fail predominance for 
decades, a predominance which 
is l ikely to last for some t ime, 
and of which the best that can 
be said is that there might be 
worse. 

One imagines that by 1 9 4 8 he 
had become entirely pragmatic. 
The theories of 1 9 2 2 did - not 

Brainwashing 
the British 

TELEVISION viewers in Bri ta in 
and I re land are current ly 

being brainwashed with a pro-
imperialist version of I r ish history 
commissioned by the B.B.C. I n 
th i r teen episodes, wri t ten up by 
Robert Kee, t h e Catholics and Pro-
t e s t an t s are shown a t one another ' s 
throats , with poor Bri tain doing her 
best to hold t h e ring. I t is likely 
to make viewers in Bri ta in more 
confused t h a n ever about where 
real responsibility lies for the Ir ish 
troubles. 

T h e true charac te r of the series 
is shown by Episode 2, dealing with 
1798 and t h e Act of Union. I t is 
titled "Two Nations", the na t ions 
being the two religions in Ireland. 
We are shown pictures and histori-
cal documents on atrocities com-
mit ted agains t t h e Catholics as the 
Government s t i rred the people into 
rebellion in 1798. But then 
"balance" is restored by making the 
rebellion out to be a mainly Catho-
lic affair based on Wexford, wi th 
the insurgents under F a t h e r 
Murphy burn ing Protes tants to 
dea th a t Scullabogue. There is 
scarcely a ment ion of the rebellion 
in t h e Nor th where the men of 
Antr im, P ro tes tan t s to a man , 
scared the life out of the Govern-
ment . 

T h e whole th ing is interspersed 
with shots of Pope John Paul 2 on 
his visit to I re land last year, re-
ceiving the cheers of the crowd. 
T h e Pope is t h e real head of t h e 
Republic, it is implied. 

T h e series has already got t h e 
charac te r of a Cruise O'Brien ver-
sion of Ir ish history, a l though there 
are still many episodes to come. I t 
would be silly a f t e r all to expect 
much bet ter f r o m the B.B.C. 

seem to have worked. Nor did 
those of 1934. The important 
thing for Labour seemed to be 
to get some share of power. 
Whatever the motives of others, 
and O'Casey suggested that 
their backsides were itching for 
ministerial chairs, Roddy Con-
nolly's motives must have been 
pure enough, for he took ns 
position in the resulting coali-
tion. Was it that he wanted to 
make history but didn't know 
just how the right history was 
to be made ? 

That he understood his 
father's principles and agreed 
w i th them was shown when he 
gave the Connolly centenary 
lecture in London in May 1 9 6 6 . 
A n d nearly thir ty years pre-
viously, when the Connolly As-
sociation was founded in 1 9 3 8 , 
he became its first president. 

But it is by no means all ad-
vantage to have a famous 
father. People can expect you 
to reproduce his special virtues. 
When time has distanced h im 
Roddy Connolly may wel l be 
pronounced by some biographer 
(for his life deserves one) to 
have done, in hospital language, 
"as wel l as could be expected." 

— F E I C R E A N A C H 

Would Ireland 
leave EEC? 

r P O tie a Socialist-minded Br i t i sh 
Labour Government to t h e 

T r e a t y of Rome would be like t y ing 
it to an execution stake. 

T h a t is what Tony Benn told 
representat ives of various E.E.C. 
socialist parties in Brussels t h e 
o the r week. The cont inentals a r e 
now beginning to take seriously t h e 
t h r e a t t h a t the next Labour Gov-
e r n m e n t in Bri ta in will take t h e 
country out of the E.E.C. 

They have been especially wor-
ried a t the recent Labour P a r t y 
document which spells out in de-
ta i l the mechanics of a Brit ish dis-
engagement . The key s tep would 
be a n Act of Par l iament repeal ing 
t h e European Communit ies Act, 
whereby Brussels legislation is 
automatical ly valid in Britain. T h e n 
o the r Acts would have to be passed 
to give a new legislative base to al l 
t h e rules and regulations passed 
unde r the Treaty of Rome over t h e 
pas t seven years. 

Simultaneously a t rade agree-
m e n t would have to be negot ia ted 
between Britain and the E.E.C. 
countr ies to replace the p re sen t 
Common Market a r rangements . 
Almost certainly Br i ta in will h a v e 
to impose import controls to c u t 
down on the flood of imports which 
is current ly destroying much of 
Br i t i sh industry. Bu t here all t h e 
c a r d s ^ y e in Bri tain 's hands, for h e r 
m a r k e t ' i s much more valuable t o 
t h e E.E.C. States t h a n is the E.E.C. 
m a r k e t to Britain. 

Br i ta in will again buy its food 
on world markets, a t much lower 
prices t h a n within the E.E.C., which 
should have a dramat ic effect on 
t h e price of food. She can also 
develop her fishing zones to su i t 
herself , once she leaves the E.E.C. 

T h e Republic too should begin 
m a k i n g contingency plans for t he se 
likely developments. A British wi th-
drawal f rom the E.E.C. will a f fec t 
t h e Border. I t will affect half of 
I r i s h trade, which is still ca r r i ed 
on wi th Britain. If the victory of 
democracy in Br i ta in leads t o a 
cu t t i ng of the painter with t h e 
E.E.C., will the I r ish people s t r ike 
a blow for democracy by leaving 
"Europe" too? 
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WHEN TEIGUE AND PROD JOINED HANDS 
FIRST INSTALMENT 

, r r H E struggles in 1932 to end 
the iniquitous R e l i e f 

schemes in Belfast stand out as 
a period in Irish history when, 
despite brutal police terror and 
the use of the British Armed 
Forces, Catholic and Protestant 
workers stood shoulder to 
shoulder and defeated the aims 
of the British and Stormont 
Governments to reduce men 
and their families to real star-
vation. The main slogan of the 
workers was: "WE WANT 
BREAD I" 

T h e capitalist economic crisis, 
which began in t h e USA in 1929, 
was fully felt in Nor the rn I re land 
by 1931 — in the cities, towns and 
countryside. The flow of emigra-
tion, always a "safety valve" for the 
es tabl ishment in N. Ireland, of 
some 10,000 per year had ended 
and m a n y people in t h e USA and 
C a n a d a (who were n o t citizens of 
those countries) were given a "one-
way' ' t icket back to the i r homes in 
I re land (North and South) . The 
policy of the S tormont Government 
had always, as a last weapon, been 
the "pogrom ", ie. to set workers 
to a t t a c k each o ther on the basis 
of religion. During t h e 1920s t h e 
s i tua t ion was very bad but by 
1931/32 there was a sharpening of 
t h e unemployment crisis following 
some measures carr ied out by the 
t h e n National Government in 
Br i ta in and even more harshly by 
the Stormont Government in 
N. I re land. 

Fo r example: 
(1) A movement of unemployed 

sh ipyard workers in 1920 was diver-
ted in to a pogrom aga ins t Catholic 
workers in the Yard a n d any or all 
who opposed the a t t a cks made on 
Cathol ic workersi in t h e Yard. 

(2) A demonst ra t ion against un-
employment organised by the Revo-
lu t ionary Workers' Groups (R.W.G. 
and forerunner of t h e Communist 
P a r t y in Ireland which was set u p 
in J u n e 1933) was broken up by the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, aided by 
sec tar ian sections of . Pro tes tan t 
workers. 
T > U T . by October 1932, Catholic 

a n d Protes tant workers were 
fighting shoulder to shoulder 

THE BELFAST RELIEF WORKERS STRUGGLE, 1932 
agains t unemployment and g rea t 
struggles took place in which wor-
kers defended themselves aga ins t 
the armed police and the Br i t i sh 
Army units specially sent in to the 
a rea to quell the workers a n d op-
pose their demands. 

T h e total of workers regis tered at 
the Labour Exchange was 76,000. Of 
t h a t number, some 42,710 were in 
receipt of s tatutory benefits, some 
19.380 were in receipt of t r ans i t i ona l 
payments (which were g r a n t e d for 
a period of three m o n t h s a n d t h e n 
reviewed — evidence h a d to be sub-
mi t ted by the c la imant of jobs 
sought during the period pr ior to 
t h e review) and those regis tered but 
receiving no benefit n u m b e r e d 
13.908. 

Many thousands h a d been s t ruck 
off the register — t h e I r i sh Press 
of the day put the number a t 30,000 
and were mainly composed of youth , 
i.e. young men and women who 
were denied any recognit ion on t h e 
"live" register because someone in 
the i r families had a job, e i the r 
f a the r , mother, etc. T h e policy of 
t h e government was t h a t " t h e poor 
should keep the poor' and t h a t t h e 
"poor should become even poorer ." 
T h e operation of the "Means T e s t " 
deprived many thousands of bene-
fit and reduced t h e benef i ts of 
thousands of others. Of t h e to ta l 
registered as unemployed 47,964 
lived in Belfast. 

Examples showed t h a t 40.8 per 
cen t were out of work in t h e en-
gineering industry, 73.7 per c e n t in 
shipbuilding and 38.3 per c e n t in 
t h e building industry. T h e re l evan t 
percentages for the first two indus-
t r ies in Scotland were 40 a n d 71.8. 
"TThe last "reruge" ol t h e un-

employed marr ied m e n was an 
appeal to the Bel fas t Board of 
Gua rd i ans ( then controlled by t h e 
Bel fas t Corporation a n d now de-
f u c t since the end of t h e Second 
World War) for work on relief 
schemes, i.e. road repair ing, etc., 
f o r which the ra tes varied f r o m 8 
shillings per week for a m a n and 
his wife to 24 shillings fo r a 
marr ied man, wife wi th fou r chi ld-
r en or more. I n most ins tances , 
payments were made in "cash and 
kind "—the cash to pay the landlord 
a n d the "kind" chi ts to prof fer for 
food, clothing and o the r needs. 

About 2,000 men, skilled, unskilled 
and professional were thus bene-
fited (sic) fo r periods which 
averaged about six months, at 
from one to three days work per 
week. The men worked under the 
most deplorable and degrading con-
ditions and many were forced to 
seek char i table aid where possible. 

Early in 1932, the R.W.G. began 
to organise the relief workers and 
set up, with the he lp of others, The 
Outdoor Relief Workers ' Committ-
ee. A first appeal was made to a 
trade union conference held in Bel-
fas t on J u n e 10, 1932, to consider 
the question of unemployment and, 
especially, the plight of the relief 
workers. 

The late Har ry Midgley ( thenM.P. 
for the Dock consti tuency, chair-
man of the Nor thern Ireland 
Labour Par ty and leading official 
for the workers employed by the 
Belfast Co-operative Society) was in 
the chair. 

The late Mr. J ames Keter (ASW 
and now UCATT) moved a resolu-
tion asking t h a t assistance be given 
to the 2,000 relief workers and for 
steps to be t aken to prepare a strike 
against their payments and con-
ditions of work. T h e resolution was 
seconded by Miss Bet ty Sinclair of 
the Flax and Other Textile Work-
ers' Union. T h e resolution received 
much support but Mr. Midgley's 
advice to the conference was to 
await the J u n e 1933 elections to the 
Board of Gua rd i ans and have elec-
ted labour and t r ade union men 
and wonien instead of those pre-
sently si t t ing on the Board. 

As the Board was under the con-
trol of the Unionist-dominated Bel-
fa s t Corporation, the re was little 
sense in changing the former with-
out also changing t h e latter . This 
was the ' car t before the horse.' 
On September 30, the R.W.G. 

called a meet ing of all relief 
workers and there was a unani-
mous decision to go on strike on 
October 3. T h e meet ing made the 
following demands : Abolition of all 
task work, Increase in the scale of 
relief work to the following rates, 
ie. Man, 15s 3d per week, Wife, 8s 
per week and each child 2s per 
head; No paymen t in kind—all 
relief work to be paid for in cash; 

NEW YEAR MESSAGE <™. .ne 
It is too easy to ask the "pro-

visionals" just to stop. If they 
were to stop what would they 
do then ? Have a split and di-
vide into- "official" provisionals 
and "provisional" provisionals? 
It is very likely that their lead-
ers have often wondered about 
al ternative tactics. For there is 
much that is counter-productive 
in wha t they are doing. Surely 
the way to reunification should 
be through the reconciliation and 
growing fraterni ty of all Irish 
people. They are caught much 
as the republicans were caught 
during the civil war, once 
Griffith scotched the De Valera-
Collins pact. Here is the ess-
ence of it. They are presented 
with a blank wall. There is no 
political path down which to 
travel. 

The "provisionals" have got 
to be given something definite 
before there is going to be 
more than a temporary truce. 
That something must be an 
open door through which they 
can pass to an alternative 
policy. 

What they require, and in-
deed what the major i ty of the 
Irish people require 1, is a de-
claration f rom the British Gov-
ernment that they will pursue 

a course of action designed to 
bring about a united indepen-
dent Ireland. 

But will Mrs. Thatcher do 
that? Of course not. Then must 
we wait till Foot takes over? 
Have we any hope that he will 
do what we want, though we 
are told Benn would? 

It is clear that what needs to 
be done is to t ransfer the ma j -
ori ty opinion of the Brit ish 
people from the gallop poll to 
the trade union organization. 
This would involve a s truggle 
to make British t rade unions 
less fearful of their Nor thern 
members. There is a chance 
tha t even before a Government 
had been won to make a de-
claration of intent the Repub-
licans might recognize in a 
committed Labour movement 
the political open door tha t is 
needed. 

In this issue we publish an 
account of the way Protes tant 
and Catholic joined together on 
the unemployment issue and 
sent terror into the hear ts of 
the Tories. Then there is another 
issue on which all Irish people, 
and indeed all people of good 
will, should be f ighting shoul-
der to shoulder, and that is to 
save themselves f rom the holo-
caust the Tories are preparing. 

If the Republicans whose en-
ergy and dedication we appre-
ciate despite what we consider 
to be the wrongfulness of their 
methods, th rew themselves into 
these struggles what a change 
would come about! The people 
who should be allies would be 
allies. 

It is Britain that holds the 
key. The door is at present 
locked and barred. Unlock it 
and there will be a transforma-
tion in the political situation in 
two countries. 

So for readers of the Irish 
Democrat the lesson is easy. We 
have helped to bring about a 
position where the major i ty of 
the ordinary people want our 
policy. We have got now to 
convince those who possess the 
political punch that it is their 
duty to heed the people. 

This requires the most rapid 
possible expansion of the Con-
nolly Association. 

The expanded organisation 
must send its emissaries to 
speak to all in the Labour 
movement willing to listen to 
them. 

And there is work to be done 
by everybody who reads this 
paper and agrees with it. The 
policy is plain and simple and 
anybody can apply it. 

as told by 
ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 

to the Irish Labour History Society 
Conference, Dublin, 27 Sept. 1980 

Stree t improvement work under 
the Exceptional Distress Relief 
Scheme, or schemes of like-
charac ter , to be done at t rade union 
ra tes of wages; and Adequate out-
door allowances to all single nu-n 
and women v,ho were unemployed 
and not in receipt of unemployment 
benefit. 

O n October 3 some 20.000 workers 
demonst ra ted in favour of the strik-
ers. Meetings with t h e Lord Mayor 
and the Board of Guard ians , to 
which were invited representa" -3s 
of the strike committee, and ooth 
the former offered to increase the 
a m o u n t of work per m a n by 50 per-
cen t : This "offer" was rejected by a 
mass meeting of t h e strikers, on 
t h e proposal of Mr. Thomas , Gee-
han . who was secretary of the lead-
ing str ike committee. T h e meeting 
went fu r the r ; it adop ted a proposal 
to organise a demons t ra t ion on 
October 11 to which would be in-
vited all those unemployed and 
and all t rade unionists . Slogans 
were pu t forward for a strike of 
school children, a r e n t strike and 
a general strike. 
i r P h e a t t i tude of t h e leadership of 

some of the t rade unions < and 
the NILP) was. in addit ion to 
wai t ing unti l the J u n e 1933 elec-
tions, to call a special meeting to 
discuss the question and to side-
t rack any idea of a general strike. 
Th i s meeting took place, a resolu-. 
t ion was passed cal l ing upon the 
Board of Guard ians to g ran t the 
demands of the str ikers , and in 
t h e event of the f o r m e r not doing 
so, a special meet ing of the Belfast 
& Dis t r ic t Trades Union Council 
would be held to discuss the ques-
t ion of calling a genera l strike— 
which the la t ter had no power to 
do. All t ime delaying tact ics and 
tact ics which h a r m e d the reputa-
tion of the t rade un ion movement 
among t h e str ikers and others 
unemployed, suffering under the 
Draconian measures of the British 
Nat ional Government led by the 
la te Ramsay McDonald who had de-
serted the British Labour Par ty to 
join forces with the Bri t ish Con-
servative Party. 

T h e strike commit tee set up or-
ganisat ions, allied wi th the R.W.G., 
in t h e North, South. East and 
West of Belfast. A Commit tee was 
also set up in Derrv where, it was 
es t imated, 1,000 famil ies were living 
in complete s tarvat ion. (Neverthe-
less, m a n y hundreds of Derrymen 
marched f rom t h a t city to Belfast 
(more t h a n 78 miles) to take par t 
in the mass demons t ra t ions in 
Bel fas t and were given aid by 
people in the towns en route and 
in Belfast.) 

Each committee h a d the task of 
organis ing the collection of food, 
c lothing and money. A central 
depot was set up to ensure tha t 
aid was given according to need. 
Some £300 was collected in cash, 
plus tons of food f r o m sympathe-
tic persons and shopkeepers, as 
well as small f a rmer s who could 
not afford to bring the i r produce 
to Bel fas t and organised parties 
to do so. (Because of the aid 
given to the s t r ikers and their 
families, some "char i table" organ-
isations refused to he lp add to the 
meagre supplies given through the 
str ike committce/s!) 

MASS demonst ra t ions were or-
ganised, i.e. 80,000 a t the 

Customs House Steps t o which had 
walked all the unemployed work-
ers all the roads in the city to meet 
in a vast concourse a t the Steps. 
The Fa l l s Road m e n and women 
marched down, met t h e men and 

women of the Shankill Road, 
crossed toge ther over North Queen 
Street to meet the men and women 
i lom the Cruml in and Oldpark 
Road. etc. S imi lar marches took 
place in the east and south of the 
city and the workers were united, 
street by street , road by road and 
more or less took over the whole 
city centre. 

At the Customs House Stef l» 
there were 8 p la t forms and speak-
ers f rom Belfast . Derry and 
Coleraine. On a following day. some 
20.000 young men and women 
marched to the Belfast workhouse 
(all such houses were abolished 
af ter the end oi the Second World 
W a n seeking admit tance or un-
employemnt benefit . The demon-
stration was met with a mass of 
armed police. the workhouse 
gates were closed and the pillars 
of those gates were "adorned" with 
machine guns ready for use by any 
who a t tempted to gain admit tance 
against the forces of 'law and 
order." I t was a great feat of or-
ganisation. En route, going and 
coming f r o m the workhouse, no 
shops were a t tacked, al though one 
could hear demonstra tors speaking 
about the lavish display of goods 
in Donegall Place, etc.. and the po-
verty in the i r own homes. 
( \ N October 8 and 9 meetings 

were held in all districts, in-
cluding a special meeting of the 
wives of the 2,000 striking men, 
to keep the people informed of 
what* was happen ing and the sup-
port t ha t was coming in. A meet-
ing called for October 10 was pro-
claimed by t h e Stormont Govern-
ment which a rmed the police with 
rifles and a rmoured cars, brought 
out the moun ted police, declared 
martial law, inst i tuted police pat-
rols, asked for the aid of addi-
tional ba t ta l ions for the Br i t i sh 
Army—as well as assembling prac-
tically the ent i re police force of 
the North in Belfast—declared 
mart ial law. Belfast was t rans-
formed into an armed camp. 

The people came out on October 
11. The armed police immediately 
began their at tack, first with 
t runcheons and then with rifles as 
the people came to the arranged 
assembly points. Two workers were 
mortally in ju red and over 100 
wounded by t runcheons or rifle fire. 
Hundreds were flung into j a i l -
none were asked if they were Cath-
olic or P r o t e s t a n t ! Bonfires were 
lighted in all pa r t s of the city and 
the united workers struck back with 
the use of paving stones, t renches 
were dug in t h e streets to impede 
the progress of t h e armoured cars, 
the strikers went "back to their 
jobs" to pick u p their tools (spades, 
etc.) and t r ans fo rmed therfi in to 
weapons of defence against t h e 
police and a rmy. They broke the 
police cordon t h a t ringed Belfast 
and got ass i s tance f rom outside. 
Fierce batt les were fought on the 
Falls Road < t h e authori t ies were de-
termined to give the struggle t l ^ 
usual sectar ian "twist" but the wo-
men workers in the mills on the 
Falls Road came out in their hun -
dreds and chased the police back 
down the road. At the same time, 
in the streets off the Shankill Road, 
working men lay in their little kit-
chen hallways a rmed with rifles, 
guns or any o the r handy weapon 
to keep back t h e armed forces of 
Britain and Nor the rn Ireland—also 
with the aid of t h e trenches t h a t 
had been dug to stop the armoured 
cars. 

(To be continiMd) 
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THE BOYS OF BARNASRAIDE 
/ " \ H , the town it climbs the 

mountain 
And looks upon the sea; 

At sleeping time or waking 
It's there i long to be 
To see again that little place 
Where first I &rew a man 
With the boys ot Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

With cudgels stout we roamed 
about 

To hunt the dreoilin 
We searched for birds in every 

furze 
From Nipper to Buneen; 
We jumped for joy, beneath 

the sky # 
Life held no print nor plan 
As we boys of Barnasraide 
Went hunting for the wran. 

And when the hills were 
blazing 

And the rifles were aflame 
To the rebel hills of Kerry 
The Saxon stranger came. 
And the tads who fought the 

Auxies 
And beat the Bfack and Tan 
Were those boys from Barnas-

raide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

And now they toil on foreign 
soil 

Where they have gone their 
way 

Deep in the heart of London 
Town 

Or over on Broadway, 
And I am left to sing their 

deeds 
And praise them as I can 
The boys of Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

CLARES 
DRAGOONS TH« 

• Cl 

THE OLD CLADDAGH RING 

So here's a health to them 
tonight 

The boys who roamed with me 
Through the groves of Carron 

River 
Or the slopes of Vennatee— 
John Dotty and Bat Andy, 
The Sheehans, Con and Dan 
And all those boys of Barnas-

raide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

And when my lamp of life runs 
out 

And peace comes over me 
Just lay me down near that old 

town 
Between the hills and sea; 
In those green fields I'll make 

my peace 
Where first my life began 
With the boys of Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

MATT HYLAND 
" p H E R E was a lord lived in this town, 

Who had a handsome comely daughter, 
Was courted by a fair young man. 
Who was a servant to her father, 
But when her parents came to know, 
They vowed they'd make him leave the island, 
This lady knew her heart would break. 
Had she to part with young Matt Hylanrf. 

The lord discoursed with his dear wi fe fair . 
One tnght alone in their bed-chamber. 
"Matt Hyland I will send afar, 
I fear my child doth stand in danger.'' 
This lady gay in ambush lay, 
Whi le deep depressed she lay repining, 
"My father I will him deceive, 
Won 't I protect my own Matt Hylarnl." 

Straightway off to her love she went, 
And ordered him for to awaken, 
Saying "arise my dear and go your way, 
f o r this night you wi l l be taken, 
Last night I heard my father say, 
In spite of fate he would transport you, 
So a>rise my dear and leave this place, 
For you know right well I do adore you.' 

"Oh must I go away ?" he said, 
"Oh must I go without my wages, 
Without a shilling in my purse, 
Just like a poor forlorn stranger ?" 
"Here's fifty shillings in bright goto, 
Ain't that far more than my father ewes you ? 
So arise my dear and go your way, 
For I wish to God I'd gone before 'you." 

'Twss on a. bank they both sat down, 
Just for the space of one half-hour, 
And not a word did e i t h e r speak, 
But down their cheeks the tears did pour, 
$fte laid her head upon his breast, 
Around his neck her arms e n t w i n e d them 
"Ntt Heed nor duke nor «arl I'M Med, 
I'll wait for you, my own Matt Hytantf. ' 
The lord surveyed his daughter's pHght, 
One nigltf atone at she lay crying, 
"I wilt giyoyou; leave to bring hint bask, 
Sinee M«re*tfftdne yon t f y l e a b o v e him." 
She wrote a tetter then itt haste, 
For hfcw h e r f c w t wM f W remitting. 
She Brought frtiitlMc*, t « t * e chute* Wcy went, 
A nd t h e m a d e * ford of young MaJt *fy tend. 

m H E N , on Ramiltiee' bloody 
fie4d, 

The baffled French were forced 
to yield. 

The vletor Saxon backward reeled 
Before the charge ot Clare's 

Dragoons, 
The flags we conquered in tha t fray 
Look lone in Ypres' choir, they say, 
We'll win them company today, 
Or bravely die like Clare's Dragoons. 

Viva la. for Ireland's wrong! 
Viva la, for Ireland's right. 
Viva la, in battle throng, 
For a Spanish steed and sabre 

br ight ! 
Another Clare is here to lead, 
The worthy son of such a breed; 
The French expect some famous 

deed, 
When Clare leads on his bold 

dragoons. 
His wounds are in his breast and 

face, 
The bearna baoghail is still his 

place 
The foremost of his bold dragoons, 

Viva la, the new brigade! 
Viva la, the old one, too! 
Viva la, the rose shall fade, 
And the shamrock shine for 

ever new! 
Oh! Comrades, think how Ireland 

pines, 
Her exiled lords, her rifted shrines, 
Her dearest hope the ordered lines, 
And burst ing charge of Clare's 

Dragoons, 
Then fling your green flag to the 

sky, 
Be LIMERICK! your battle-cry, 
And charge, till blood- flows fetlock-

high 
Around the track of Clare's 

Dragoons. 
THOMAS DAVIS SSt 

THE SHORES OF 
AMERIKAY 

I'LL be bidding farewell to the 
land of my youth, 

And the home I love so well, 
And the mountains grand of my 

own native land, 
I'll be bidding them all farewell, 

With an aching heart I will bid 
adieu 

For tomorrow I'll sail fa r away, 
Qe'r the raging foam for to seek a 

home 
On the shores of Amerlkay. 

CHORUS: 
Sure it's not for the love of gold 

I'm going, 
It's not for the love of fame, 

That for tune bright may shine o'er 
me, 

And give me a glorious name; 
It's not for the love of gold I'm 

going, 
O'er this weary and stormy sea, 

But to seek a home for my own 
true love 

On the shores of Amerikay. 
CHORUS: 

And when I am bidding my last 
farewell, 

The tears like rain will blind, 
To think of friends of my own 

native land, 
And the home I'm leaving behind, 

But If I'm to die in a foreign land, 
And be buried so far away, 

NO fend mother 's tears will b« shed 
o'af my grave, 

On the shores of Amerikay. 
CHORUS: 

And if I ever do return again, 
My awn native land to M a 

It's there that my friends will meet 
me, 

With a smile they'll welcome me, 
For my own true love is as dear 

tp'me, 
As the flowfers that btessom in 

May, 
w m a "Q«ad Mile Faitta" they'll 

welcome m» back, 
From the shorn of Anwrikay. 

CHORUS: 
Sure it 's n e t f e r t he l o w of gold 

I'm going, e tc . 

old Gladdagh Ring, sure it was my grandmother's, 
She wore it a lifetime and gave it to me ; 

All through the long years, she wore it so proudly, 
It w a s made where the Ciaddagh rolls down to the sea. 
What tales it could tefl of trials and hardships, 
And of grand happy days when the whole world could s i n g -
So away with your sorrow, it wi l l bring love tomorrow, 
Everyone loves it, the Old Ciaddagh Ring. 

Wi th the crown and the crest to remind me of honour, 
And clasping the heart that God's blessing weuld bring, 
The circle of gold always kept us contented, 
'Twas true love entwined in the Old Ciaddagh Ring. 
As she knelt at her prayers and thought of her dear ones, 
Her soft, gentle smile would charm a k ing: 
And on her worn hand as she told me the story, 
You could see the bright glint of the Old Ciaddagh Ring. 

It was her gift to me and it made me so happy, 
With this on my finger my heart it would sing; 
No king on his throne could be half so happy, 
As I am when I 'm wearing my Old Ciaddagh Ring. 
When the angels above call me up to heaven 
In the heart of the Ciaddagh their voices will sing, 
Saying, "Away wi th your sorrow, you'll be with us tomorrow. 
Be sure and bring with you the Old Ciaddagh Ring." 

BOYS OF THE OLD BRIGADE 
father, why are you so sad 

v O n this fine Easter morn, 
When Irishmen are proud and glad 

Of the land where they were born ?" 
"Oh, son, I see a memory's view 

Of a far distant day 
When being just a boy like you 

I joined the I.R.A." 

C H O R U S : 
Where are the lads who stood with me 

When history was made, 
Oh, Gra Macree, I long to see 

The Boys of the Old Brigade. 

"From hil! and glen the call to arms 
Was heard by one and all, 

And from the glen came brave young men 
To answer Ireland's call. 

'Twas long ago we faced the foe, 
The Old Brigade and me, 

And by my side they fought and died 
That Ireland might be free." 

"And now, my boy, I've told you why 
On Easter morn I sigh, 

For I recall my country's thrall 
From dark old days gone by, 

I think of men who fought in glen 
Wi th rifles and grenade, 

May heaven keep the men who sleep 
From the ranks of the Old Brigade." 

CAItIN DEAS CRUITE NA MBO 
T A bliain no nios mo 'gam ag eisteacht 

Le cogar doileasach me ihheein 
0 casadh liom gra geal mo chleibhe 
Trathnonabrea greinne san fhomhar. 
Bhi an bho bhafnne chumhra ag geimnigh 
Is an eanlaith go meidhreach ag ceol, 
Is ar bhruach an tsruthain ar leataobh diom 
Bhi cailin deas cruite na mbo. 
Ta a suile mar lonradh na greinne 
Ag sceapadh tri speartha gan oheo 
's is deirge a grua na na caora 
Ar lasadh 'mease chraobha na gono; 
Ta a beilin nios milse na na smeara 
's is gile na leamhnacht a sno 
Nil og-bhean nios defse sa tsaol n o 
Na cailin deas cruite na mbo. 
Da bhfaighinnse ardtiarnas na hEirfeann 
Agus eadai den sioda's den srol 
Da bhfaighfinnse an bhanrion is airde 
Da bhfutl ar an tatemh sea beo, 
Da bhttighinnse c«ad loingeas mar spre dom 
Piolotai, caisleain agtis or 
B'Htearr liom Ifheith bocht ar dhroim sleibhe 
Le cailin deas eruite na mbo. 

Mur$ bhfuil se i m'chomhair bheithtn ernracht 
Lois an speirbhean rodhHis nd f O s 
Is daotrseecht dhobrenacN moshaolsa 
Gen suairceas, gan eifeseht, gan treo; 
N 1 bheidh solas im>ehroi q * i m'intinn 
Na sualrnhneas-orm dlcheh^ to 
Chun (o bhfelcfead le m'ni&tfi dtia motmtr 
Cailin deas r - i i i l e fib mbo. 
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SETTING SHAKESPEARE RIGHT 

J AM writing on behalf of 
the Michael O'Duffy Society, 

formed by a group of people 
dedicated to the preservation of 
the type of folksongs, ballads 
and music presented by this 
noted anger and a few other 
contemporary Irish singers. This 
aspect of our culture, collected 
and arranged by musicians like 
Thomas Moore and Herbert 
Hughes and introduced world-
wide by our greatest tenor, John 
McCormack, is in danger of 
being lost to posterity. There 
are vast treasures of songs 
which must be recorded, pre-
served and passed on before it 
is too late. We as a society 
hope to achieve this aim. 

We intend to organise con-
certs, the first to be held in 
April this year, and to make 
available on tape and records 
the many Michael O'Duffy s o n g s 
and ballads that have yet to be 
publicly issued. 

It would be an enormous help 
to us if any of your readers were 
able to offer financial support 
in order that our aims can be 
fulfilled. A good initial boost 
should enable our projects to be 
self-supporting from then on. 

MICHAEL HORGAN 
bhairman 

140 Peabody Cottages, 
London, SE24. 

Peter Berresford Ellis: MacBeth 
High King of Scotland 1040-57 AD 

(Frederick Muller Ltd.) 
T Is not generally appreciated 

either west of SRUTH NA 
MAOILE or south of Hadrian's Wall 
or even in the country where he 
was king, that the historical Mac-
beth ruled a prosperous kingdom 
wisely and well. Far from being the 
bloodthirsty usurper of Shakespear-
ean tragedy, he was elected High 
King of Scotland In accordance 

with Celtic law, which did not 
recognise primogeniture but selec-
ted the candidate most capable of 
fulfilling the office of king. 
Macbeth ruled f o r seventeen 
years, f rom 1040 to 1057, and 
during his reign Scotland en-
joyed comparative peace, in contrast 
with t h e internecine strife of Nor-
way and Denmark and the domestic 
squabbles of England which fol-
lowed the tyranny of Hardicanute. 

History has maligned Macbeth, 
because historians such as Fordun 

REVIEW BY 

ALISOUN E. MORTON 

The author John Paddy Browne with part of his large 
collection of printed ballad sheets. 

and Wyntouti, writing over three 
centuries af ter his death, wrote 
from an English cultural stand-
point and measured 11th century 
Scotland by feudal dimensions. 
They cannot be entirely blamed tor 
their ignorance of Celtic laws and 
customs, but the misapprehensions 
of historians have been immortal-
ised by Shakespeare ta the lasting 
defamation of Macbeth himself. 

Peter Berresford Ellis in his book 
"Macbeth'' has gone back to con-
temporary sources for a clearer 
view of the king than the biased 
account which Shakespeare drew 
via Holinshed's "Chronicles of Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland" (1577) 
from Hector Boece's dubious version. 
"Macbeth" Is a very readable book 
and well-documented without being 
confused by too many scholarly 
minutiae: it lays out the available 
evidence about Macbeth and his 
queen Gruoch within the social and 
political contexts of Celtic Scot-
land, also giving an account of the 
contemporary political scene in 
Norway, Denmark and England. 

The gradual emergence of the 
mythical tyrant who became the 
central figure of Shakespeare's play 
is analysed from the earliest refers 
ence to Macbeth as a usurper, 
found in the 14th century Fordun's 
"Chronicle," to the erroneous views 
still perpetrated by some 20th cen-
tury scholars. The author does not 
shirk Duncan's death and suggests 
tha t Macbeth probably fought 
against his predecessor in the battle 
during which Duncan was killed, 
but that he would be most unlikely 
to violate the Celtic tradit ions of 
hospitality by murdering Duncan 
as his guest. 

The historical Duncan was not, 

of course, the gracious old king of 
Shakespeare's conception, but a man 
of forty, unpopular, ambitious and 
militarily incompetent. His $on, 
Malcolm Canmore, has fared better 
historically than Macbeth, partly 
because he was married to the for-
midable St Margaret of Scotland. 
He was brought up at the court of 
Edward the Confessor and so grew 
up with the Anglo-Saxon concept 
ot feudalism and succession by 
primogeniture. 

This naturally led him to regard 
Macbeth as a usurper and the 
Scottish throne as his by hereditary 
right; but such was the allegiance 
of the Scottish people to their High 
King that it took Malcolm over 
three years to conquer Scotland and 
be crowned at Scone. As the au thor 
states, the gradual decline of Celtic 
Scotland began with the reign of 
Malcolm Canmore even though 
Gaelic was his native language. 

The book Is such an interesting 
and lucid account of these events, 
and so Intelligently argued, t h a t 
the author can be forgiven any 
minor inaccuracies—for instance 
Maol Cullum for Maol Chaluim 
looks decidedly macaronic (p. 15) 
and the use of middle Irish and 
modern Gaelic spellings appears 
unsystematic. But as a whole tho 
book is the product of sound re-
search and clear thinking and a 
valuable contribution to the litera-
ture on mediaeval Scottish history. 
Shakespeare's play continues so 
popular that It Is doubtful if Mac-
beth will ever be universally ac-
knowledged as the great king ho 
really was, but at least there is now 
a fair account of his to set against 
his undeserved reputation for 
tyranny. 

THE EPIC BALLAD and its influence on literature 
/TVHE outlawing of the court min-

streLs by the church and gov-
ernment in the 14th century marks 
the origin of the folk ballad as we 
know it to exist in these islands 
today. 

Ballads, of course, existed long 
before tha t time, but there can be 
no precise definition of their origins 
in antiquity; let it suffice to say 
tha t Odysseus heard his own story 
in ballad form at the court of 
Alcinous, and tha t the Epic of Gil-
gamesh unfolded in a vast number 
of cuneiform-inscribed stone tab-
lets, is tiie Sumerian fulcrum which 
supports all our theories on the 
genesis of the traditional ballad. 
The a w i e r n reader might be sur-
prised to discover just hew easy it 
is to trace a wide spectrum of 
British Isles ballad-Imagery back 
to its Origins at Ur. 

If folklore is the way of life of 
a people told in song, story, custom, 
Superstition, and so on, then the 
ballad is one branch of folklore, 
reflecting certain aspects of life. 
The ballad may not imitate life, 
but it frequently imitates Itself as 
even a cursory glance at the Ir ish 
agrar ian ballad (a distant cousin 
of the epic Scots and English forms) 
will Shew. 

A ballad may be sung or it may 
be spo&an as a frequently lengthy 
narrat ive poem; but the sung bal-
lad, which is associated with the 
fiance; (wrte the similarity between 
the words 'ballad' and 'ba l le t : 
eomees r ly collections of songs were 
•al le^ 'fosdlet books'), has the greater 
antiq«ifey. 

belief in the antique origins 
of the ballad was questtime&by. 

literacy circles about 100 years ago 
when Robert Chambers, in a pub-
lication called The Romantic Soot* 
t lsh ftattads, Tlrair Epoch and 
AiithetiftMp (1160), su«gM$ft t h a t 
ttte ballads already collected In t h e 
Meld f rom traditional singers and 

story-tellers were no older than the 
previous century. This theory was 
torpedoed by the documented 
knowledge that 200 years ago num-
erous variants of many of the epic 
ballads existed all over the country, 
sometimes as many as six or seven 
versions of the same ballad exist-
ing simultaneously. 

And in a day without the light-
ning means of communication that 
we know now, it is unlikely that so 
many ballads could have traversed 
the land in such a painstaking 
fashion as on the lips of itinerant 
balladeers, so as to be in position 
when the first collectors went out 
with their notebooks a hundred 
years ago. 

True, the ballads had undergone 
considerable textual and structural 
alterations by the t ime Chambers 
issued his Bull: aura l transmission, 
and scholarly "improvements" had 
wreaked their havocs, and pome 
ballads were so t ransformed as to 
have metamorphosed into variants 
of other quite different ballads. 

P E W really ancient ballads have 
existed in Complete form since 

before the 15th and 16ttt centuries, 
though fragments c a n be traced in 
some lyric songs still sung In these 
islands. The earliest ballads still 
extant are Scots and survive in 
fragmentary form f r o m the mid-
mediaeval period — t h a t is, about 
1280 to 1290. Wintouri's Chronicle 
of. Scottish History, a handwritten 
work produced about 1420 (56 years 
before Caxton's pr in t ing machine), 
preserves, one of these early ballads, 
f t is written in-^cots dialect, which 
is really old English, and relates 
t o Kitfg Al&anflei- l i t of Scotland's 
f a ta l fall from Il ls ' horse/ a n feveht 
which brought t h e country to the 
brink of a btvil war . 

Another ballad enshrines , Eng-
land's Edward I, alias Longsbanfcs, 
who in 1296 unsuccessfully stormed 
Berwick-upon-Tweed: 

Weened King Edward with his 
long shanks 

To have got Berwick . . . 
Now does Edward dike Berwick 

brode and long 
As they bade him dike and 

scorned him in their song. 
But it was not until James I of 

Scotland tha t the Romantic ballad 
was revived to full flower, chiefly 
through James's love of lyric poetry 
and his effective works in the style 
of the then recently-deceased 
Chaucer. A great deal of medieval, 
and indeed post-medieval balladry 
had been lost, and what survived 
did so despite considerable indig-
nities a t the hands of minstrels and 
ballad-sellers. In our own past 100 
years or so we have evidence 
enough in the printed ballad sheets 
of such worthies as Brereton of 
Dublin to show how lowly the a r t 
of ballad-making had fallen. Com-
parison with the rich collections of 
Buchan, Motherwell, Ritson and 
the American Francis Child whose 
massive 5-volume work was pub-
lished 1882-1894, is a sobering exer-
cise, and it is easy to see why so 
many poets and novelists turned to 
the ballad for some form of inspira-
tion. 
SIR Walter Scott, who compiled 

one of the great pioneering 
ballad anthologies, The Minstrelsy 
of *he Scottish Border, published 
between 1802-1803, drew time and 
again f r o m the deep well of the 
balladry with which he was thor-
oughly "'acquainted. His own Jock 
o' Hazel dean is often wrongly 
described as a traditional- ballad, 
and the verses he added t o the 
t radi t ional F towers of Urn Foract, 
apparent ly to please a lady friend, 
remain to th is day part of t h e sur-
viving poem. The Isle of Wight 
pSet Alfred Noyes, who wrote -a 
SUrr'ng epic-style ballad beloved or 
Jwt tu by wnjntless sdfiiool-children, 
The tflfctttWyhttn, ("Hie wind was 
a torrent of darkness among the 
gas ty trees . . :") tried in vain to 
excise Scot t ' s verses f rom The 

by 
JOHN PADDY BROWNE 

Flowers of the Forest in Noyes's 
1908 edition of Scott 's masterwork. 
but to no avail. Such was the power 
of the ballad-form once it took hold 
of the imagination. 

Irish ballad-makers have not been 
slow to divine the peculiar qualities 
of the epic ballad; but with few 
exceptions imitations have remained 
what they are—mere ghosts of the 
great things they try to emulate. 
William Carletem's marvellously 
spooky Sir Turlough, or The 
Churchyard Bride, is as near as 
anyone has come to creating a 
"traditional" ballad, but he still 
needed the crutch of a traditional 
metre and a t radi t ional ref ra in 
which he drew f rom the Scots bal-
lad Minnorla 

The uncluttered imagery of the 
best folk poetry, working its spell 
on generations of poets, has proven 
an elusive prize. Search, and where 
will one find the quiet grandeur 
of these lines f rom The Unquiet 
Grave: 

Cold are my lips in death. 
sweetheart, 

My breath comes earthy strong: 
And if you kiss my clay-cold 

lips 
Your time will not be long . . . 

or where such terr ifying words as 
these f rom The Demon Lover, an 
epic ballad in which a feokless wife 
is seduced by a suitor who t u r n s 
out to be the devil: 

O what dark hills are those, 
-she said, 

So dreary with f ros t and snow? 
Those are the hills of hell, he 

saW, 
Where you and I must go . . . 

IN writing their own epics, modern 
ballad-makers have adopted the 

technical structure and nuances of 
the traditional songsmlth's work. 
T h e early ballad-makers-would, for 

the most part, have lacked any 
formal understanding of the "tech-
niques of poetry," responding in-
stead to what C. Day Lewis called 
'the lyric impulse"—the instinctive 
drive to express a feeling or tell a 
story in an intrinsically native, 
ethnic form. Having put the poem 
down, an intellectually sophisticated 
poet could imitate the rhymes, 
language inflections, tonal shapes, 
and so on, of the original; but he 
could not find the key to the spirit 
of the lyric impulse. It is easy to 
see where the missing link lies, but 
less easy to do anything about it. 

What distinguishes the tradit ional 
poem from the work of the m o d e m 
poet is simply this: personality. 
Whereas the traditional ballad has 
become, through years of evolving 
into what it is now. the spoken 
spirit of a community and even a 
race, the modern ballad, no ma t t e r 
how hard it tries to be otherwise, 
is the exercise of a single mind. 
Compare La Belle Dame Sans 
Merc I with the folk ballad The 
Oowle Dens of Yarrow, or Shameful 
Death with The Earl of Murray to 
see what I mean. 

This is not to belittle Keats ox-
Morris but to point out the pr ime 
differences between the evolved a n d 
the definitive ballad forms, and to 
illustrate the Importance of imper-
sonality as a quality in the folk 
ballad. We can all enjoy the bal-
ladic impersonations of Cowper, 
Browning and Campbell Scott, 
reading f rom the unsophisticated 
relics of early tradition to the care-
fully honed, seriously studied works 
of great men; but we may well find 
that t h e first rung of the ladder is 
the most comfortable on which to 
stand, f ind the one which ultimately 
provides the better view. 
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MONTH BY MONTH 
with Donall MacAmhlaigh 

fictcr Mulligan's 
pccpshow 

FA G End Of Empire That-
cher Goes To Haughey — 

The Prime Minister Brit ish > s.tid 
that there was no question mark 
over the existence of the guarantee 
to the majority population in 
Northern Ireland and the com-
munique should not be seen to 
raise tha t question in any way. 

* T h e r e is nothing there for the 
Unionist to worry about," she said. 

Guardian. 

Paisley Goes To Thatchaj- — 
Haughey might well try to persuade 
Mrs Thatcher to make some ges-
ture m favour of Irish unity. There 
arc passages in yesterday's com-
munique which will suggest to 
many Ulstermen that this" is pre-
cisely what she has done. Commis-
sions are to be appointed to con-
sider how co-operation between 
Britain and the Irish Republic can 
be improved in a whole variety of 
fields. They will even consider 
i overtones of Sunningdalci "pos-
sible new institutional structures." 
Does this presage some grand 
Rhodesia - type settlement. . . . 
Daily Telegraph. 

Irish unification is the most 
popular possible solution to the 
troubles ot Northern Ireland among 
the Brit ish public, accordi.^ an 
opinion poll. Times. 

A tiny handl'ul of politicians -
never more than 12 in number 
have .succeeded in blackmailing the 
Westminster parliament, for many 
years, into a posture of almost total 
submission to their objectives. From 
the last government even more was 
extorted. As the price for being 
sustained in power for a few more 
precious months. Labour conceded 
five new Westminster sea ts to 
Ulster — another victory for the 
Unionist tendency.—Sunday Times. 

" \ | ICHAEL FOOT has picked Don 
" Concannon to be the shadow 

Minister of State for Northern 
Ireland. Like Roy Mason he is a 
former miner and is sponsored by 
the NUM. It is not known if he 
also dreams of empires old. 

The National Council for Civil 
Libei ties has announced t h a t the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act is in 
breach of the European Human 
Rights Convention and they are 
accordingly taking the case to the 
Strasbourg Commission — it will 
be interesting to see how the 
British Government react to this 
ene. 

Will She Turn — Or Crash? The 
true level of unemployment was 
now 3.500.000 and the Government 
was deliberately using unemploy-
ment to weaken trade union bar-
gaining power, Mr Len Murray. 
General Secretary of the TUC said 
—"The lady and her Government 
are not for learning because they 
have not learnt yet. But a lot of 
people are learning that everything 
tha t has happened was implicit in 

* h e policies which the Government 
adopted "—Times. 

Three young soldiers who served 
In Northern Ireland have been 
charged in London with conspiracy 
to murder and "with possessing 
sub-machine guns and toxic gas and 
taking away a car."—Guardian. 
There is Increasing evidence t ha t 
soldiers returning from Northern 
Ireland are taking the law into 
their own hands. 

T h e Government has rejected the 
findings of the Parl iamentary Com-
mittee on Welsh Afiairs which gave 
a warning of serious disorder if 

J CUTTING from an old news-
paper which 1 personally ccn-

• to he the better hind of 
joke --

'Malone said that soon after 
•'.r p a r t y c a m e into his bar Mil-

i.an spat at O'Flaherty and 
idled him a stinking L ' /s terman. 

• >'Flaherty punched Milligan and 
.v.,urbf hit him with a bottle. 
*':lligun kicked O'Flaherty in 
:-.t groin and threw a pint of 
' • •ter in Rourke's face This 
i- • to ill-feeling and they began 

:<• mitt." 
This gem of deadpan humour 

O'tn-s from an unnamed County 
i outh newspaper, and the com-
ment which accompanied its 
reproduction in (1 think) the 

Daily Express" ran as follows : 
"That's the trouble with the 
Irish—so touchy." 

Well now, after the Irish 
variety of fun and games, how 
about this which comes from an 
English paper, another court-
room gem in fact, equally bois-
terous but wi th a rather differ-
ent intent :— 

"Shop assistant A, aged 17, 
suid that almost every day Man-
ager X. •Miss Y and another 
salesgirl rolled on the floor, feel-
ing each others private parts. 
But things went a bit too far 
the day that A was partially 
stripped by Miss Y and b i t ten 
on the back. Another assistant, 
Mrs IV, said that A, who was 
held down by the manager, 
screamed as Miss Y hit him . . ." 
I should think so too ! I have 
used ti,ose letters in place of the 
proper n a m e s o u t of considera-
tion for Ihe participants of this 
little diversion on the sales floor 
fust in case a copy of the "Irish 
Democrat" should come their 
way. The lads beyond in Co. 
Louth have less to be embar-
rassed about, I believe . . ." 

' .K. -A. 

" J / A N , but all that stuff about 
Prince Charlie and his bride-

to-be is hard to thole," a Scots-
man said to me recently. I 
couldn't agree more, as the 
cliche goes. It's more than fust 
hard to thole. Jock, it's gey hard 
to thole! In fact there's no 
escaping it and I am unworthy 
enough to wonder if there is 
not some ulterior motive for it 
all. Could it ever be that with 
the prospects of a further mil-
lion joining the dole q u e u e in-
side of a year a grand diversion 
in the form of a royal marriage 
is on the cards ? Knowing the 
fondness which large sections of 
the British public seem to have 
for' this kind of thing I'd not 

high levels of unemployment con-
tinue. "If we move into a campaign 
of civilised community-based resist-
ance to Government policies there 
will be those who will accuse us of 
challenging the democratic parlia-
mentary process of Government. 
But in dismissing the consensus of 
opinion within Wales the Govern-
ment has today itself turned its 
back on democratic processes." Mr 
George Wright, Genera l Secretary 
of the Wales TUC.—Times. 

The BBC have banned a Welsh 
satirical song t h a t a t tacks Mrs 
Thatcher. I t contains the words 
"hitch your tent and move to Kent" 
and its punch line is "We will fight 
to get rid of Maggie Thatcher." 
Wales remembers how 500,000 people 
were forced to move out of the 
country in search of work during 
the inter-war years. — Guardian. 
Paul McCartney's "Give Ireland 
back to the Ir ish" is still banned by 
the BBC. 

be at all surprised, ana with the 
Tory press in full concert it 
would be possible to drown out, 
or at any rate greatly subdue, 
the clamour for jobs which will 
be a regular sound from now on. 

Not that we Irish are any bet-
ter. It's positively s i cken ing to 
r e a d t h e many claims in Irish 
papers that Ronald Reagan ori-
ginated from such and such a 
part of Ireland. So what, if he 
did ? A lot of people who were 
no great shakes originated in 
Mary Horan's Land (Richard 
Nixon's ancestors were Quakers 
from Kildare though their roots 
did not go very far back in Ire-
land) and it is only our seem-
ingly ineradicable inferiority 
complex that makes us want to 
claim every dog and divil that 
becomes prominent in world 
affairs. 

I was on holiday in Ireland 
at the time when the late John 
F. Kennedy went there and I 
cringed with embarrassment 
listening to the effusive, syco-
phantic and agonisingly long 
speech which the then Mayor of 
Limerick, Mrs Condell, made to 
welcome the American Presi-
dent. And up in Dublin at a 
garden party in his honour, the 
socialites and social climbers 
literally trampled upon each 
other in their rush to get near 
the President. Yet again some 
other snobs got up a collection 
to buy a pony for one of Grace 
Kelly's children—Princess. Caro-
line I believe—when those same 
people would, not subscribe a 
shilling to the many under-
privileged kif's in Ireland. 

Sycophancy is one of the less 
attractive traits in the human 
race and we are bound to get 
our fill of it if HRH DOES take 
the plunge this year. And what 
harm, as the Scotsman I referred 
to fust now remarked, but with 
the state the economy is in they 
won't even want to give us a 
day off with pay as they did 
back in 1953 when the Queen 
was crowned. 

No, the chances ar& they 
won't, hut I remember the 1953 
Coronation very well. 1 spent 
the day in the Crown in Crickle-
wood (no closing that day in 
honour of the occasion) and the 
crack, as always was good. But 
on reflection there probably 
won't be many of us working 
when the next royal wedding 
comes along at the rate of rising 
unemployment. Can you get a 
day off with pay on the dole, I 
wonder ? 
]£Y the time this appears in 

print some of the men on 
hunger strike in the H blocks 
may well have died. That is the 
stark fact and indeed it is easily 
imaginable that death would 
come as a relief after the hor-
rors of the blanket protest over 
the past couple of years. The 
strength of purpose, the endur-
ance, the steadfastness of these 
men is a thing to marvel at and 
admire—even if you have no 
time at all for their alleged' 
actions as a lot of us haven't. 
(I say "alleged" because in view 
of the very special circumstan-
ces of their conviction—86 per 
cent or so convictions obtained 
on the strength of confessions 
extracted in interrogation cen-
tres, and no juries present at 
the court trials—one cannot be 
certain that men accused and 
convicted thus are in fact guilty 

of the things with which they 
were charged. The whole set-
up is rotten and there must be 
a high percentage of men not 
guilty at all of the things attri-
buted to them.) 

A -A 
There is no doubt at all that 

Garret Fitzgerald and Gerry Fitt 
have g iven comfort and en-
couragement to Mrs Thatcher 
and he r government; of the two 
men 1 admire Gerry Fitt the 
more because there is nothing 
in it for him, no personal gain, 
no sco r ing off on an opposition 
leader as in the case of Garret. 
Garret hates Charlie's guts in 
blunt language and never misses 
a chance to try and do him down. 
Gerry Fitt at least must be put-
ting himself in some real danger 
by coming out as unequivocally 
as he did against the hunger 
strikers. I do not agree with 
what he said and I think that 
he is not contributing to the 
saving of lives, as he wishes to, 
by what he said for if the hun-
ger strikers die there are bound 
to be very nasty r epe rcus s ions . 

Ger ry F i t t n o w belongs firmly 
with those socialists (they ap-
pear to be more numerous in 
Ireland than here) who believe 
that it is wrong and futile to 
seek to achieve a unified 32-
county Ireland against the 
wishes of the Protestant people 
of the six counties, and that is 
that; but at least he is a social-
ist whereas Garret Fitzgerald is 
a dyed-in-the-wool true-blue 
Irish Tory. If Garret should 
ever tire of Ireland (and it 
seems to me there are a lot of 
people in positions of power and 
influence in the Republic who 
are spiritually more in tune with 
London than anywhere else) 
there will always be a place for 
him here with the Establish-
ment. 

There is a very good prece-
dent for this . . . 

What is really saddening, how-
ever, is the apathy (or so it 
would seem) of so many of. the 
general public in the Irish Re-
public — and not just apathy, 

either, but downright hostility 
to the hunger strikers and all 
they stand for. At least this is 
the feeling you get from the 
Press and radio but of course a 
lot of it may be deliberately 
slanted to give this impression. 
At the recent big H-blocks turn-
out in Dublin — a vastly bigger, 
attendance, by the way, than 
the British media indicated — it 
is said that there were expres-
sions of hostility from some on-
lookers on the street. 

But of course feelings have 
swung violently in the opposite 
direction before in Irish history 

,and it could well happen again 
if the coffins begin to come out. 
Personally I can't see any justi-
f i c a t i o n fo r withholding prisoner-
of-war status because, look at it 
how you will, the motivation 
that landed these unfortunate 
men in Long Kesh was purely 
political and the granting of the 
demands need surely not cost 
the British Government any-
thing, not even a real loss of 
face. It might well save them 
a lot . . . 

One of the biggest blunders 
the Provisionals made (apart 
altogether from the wickedness 
of the thing) was to engage in 
the fjind of campaign which 
could, and did, cause the death 
and injury of so very many in-
nocent civilians both here and 
in Ireland. You cannot disso-
ciate your objective from the 
means employed to obtain it 
and the Provos damned them-
selves when they blew harmless 
civilians to pieces on so many 
occasions. And it is no use their 
saying that this was not inten-
tional, that something went 
wrong or a warning was not 
heeded; it cuts ice with no-one 
and loses sympathy and support 
for those who are now in all 
likelihood bringing about their 
own deaths by their hunger, 
strike. Talk of a happy new 
year scarcely seems appropriate, 
[Much of the above is now out 

of date but it seemed so sen-
sible that we have published 
it.—Editor.] 

THE LATEST IRISH RECORDS 
VERY enjoyable batch of 
new L.P. records has 

reached us f rom Outlet-Home-
spun-Glen stable in Belfast. 

Pride of place in my book 
goes to "Songs of Rogues and 
Honest Men" (Outlet OAS 30-28) 
a first L.P. by Grainne Clarke, 
a beautiful and gifted singer 
from Crossmaglen in oouth 
Armagh, tha t stronghold of 
Republicanism and the Irish 
language. Grainne sings equally 
fluently in Irish and English, 
and shows a considerable mas-
tery of the sean-nos style. She 
comes over best in her solo 
numbers, especially Ur Chnoc 
Chein Mhic Cainte and the 
Green Linnet. In the accom-
panied numbers one sometimes 
gets the impression she is being 
rushed along by the music — 
especially in Donal Og, where 
the accompaniment begins half-
way through — and has no 
chance to va ry the timing and 
give full expression to the 
words, as a sean-nos singer 
needs to do. 
/^ .RAINNE also needs to clarify 

her diction a bit In places, but 

I look forward very much to hear-
ing more of this fine artist . 

"18 Requested Ballads" (Home-
spun H R L 178) has a good selec-
tion of popular numbers—e.g. 
Slaney Valley, Any Tlpperary 
Town, Gaiway Shawl, Hometown 
on the Foyle — sung by well-known 
singers stich as Larry Cunningham, 
Dermot O'Brien, Brian Coll, Margo 
Dermot Hegarty. 

"Sing an Irish Song wi th Con-
nie Foley" (Homespun H R L 184) 
does justice to this pleasant singer, 
and I like it a lot more t h a n i 
did some of his previous records. 
Glenswilly and The Old Claddagh 
Ring and Bantry Bay are the bes t 
t racks for my money. 

"Irish Difnce Time with Malaohy 
Doris" (Glen G006) sees t h a t 
grand stalwart player leading hia 
band in a fine record of reels, jigs, 
sets a n d hornpipes with — a very 
pleasing feature — one slow air on 
each side to give the feet & rest. A 
really good buy, this one. 

P.B, 
Printfed by Ripley Prlnterts Ltd (TU), Nottingham Road, Ripley, Derbys, and published by Connolly Publi-cations Ltd, at 283 Grays Inn Road, London w c i . 


