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SIX COUNTIES VOTE 
BUT INTERNEES 
HELD HOSTAGES 

PADDY DEVLIN 

IN LONDON 
gPEAKING at the Connolly 

Association meeting in Ham-
mersmith Town Hall on Wed-
nesday, March 19th, Mr Paddy 
Devlin of the S.D.L.P. described 
Mr Merlyn Rees's policies in 
Northern Ireland as "bungling, 
incompetent, and entirely in the 
hands of the military in every-
thing he had undertaken." 

He said that he had had an 
undertaking from former North-
ern Ireland Secretary Mr White-
law that internment would be 
completely phased out by last 
July. 

But now a "socialist" admini-
stration had doubled the popu-
lation of Long Kesh. He thought 
Mr Rees had failed and should 
be replaced. 

He demanded that all special 
category internees should be re-
leased at once, and that the war 
machine in the north should be 
dismantled. The troops should 
be withdrawn into reserve posi-
tions with an arms amnesty, the 
ending of the Emergency Provi-
sions Act, and bringing in the 
Ombudsman to investigate all 
complaints against the R.U.C. 

To back up this- political pro-
gramme there should be an eco-
nomic programme to provide 
more jobs and houses. 

Batons drawn 
at Glasnevin 

"yULGAR" was how one 
Dirbliner described the 

show of foroe by the Gardaf at 
the funerat of M r Smith who 
died during the attempted 
break-out at Port Laoise In 
mid-March. 

Padded and protected from 
crown to toe, armed to the 
teeth, they marohed two to one 
beside every mourner who took 
part in the procession to 
Glasnevitu 

Massed polioe, crash barriers, 
seating off the rout* Were part 

one[ft the greatest acts of 
intlmittatkM ever MM* In 
Dufeltn. 

When the cortege Anally got 
to Glasnevin only one hundred 
were f t o m t hrt# the semstsry. 
Batons were drawn and heads 
were bruteetf durFng a souffle arising, it if alleged, from the 
attempt of w i n * men to Are a 
volley. v' • 

i, rf 
There was amy one arrest and 

the Incident MM a * * * M t 
HlhmiM -*->' "tflmfc- - 'lUkr "' fh>liatil ••"•••••Up • tmm™' I W '/VfffViPWVl • 
rtasw m tnlMy oonsefenpe of 
% Government that has sold 
tnf• country to the CEO. 

ANOTHER CYNICAL TRICK 
Part of the LLC strategy 

pjARDLY had Mr. Wilson pronounced his inevitable support for 
• • England's remaining in the E.E.C., than he was away to Belfast 
to pronounce May 1st the date for the elections to the Northern 
Ireland Constitutional Convention. 

He even neglected to attend an important Cabinet meeting 
wfbi&h was devoted to discussing the terms of the referendum 
which is to take place in England. 

Why did he have to go himself ? Why did he make the 
rounds of civil and security authorities? To make sure it 
would be possible to hold it ? Or to report to his masters in 
Brussels? 

year, just as Stormont went the 
year before. 

On the subject of the "Irish 
Dimension" there a remark-
able coyness. Perhaps the cal-
culation is that the S.D.L.P. will 
be so intoxicated by the 
proximity of office, that for the 
sake of the concomitant emolu-
ments they will forget about a 
united Ireland. 

The Gardiner report plainly 
stated that England's deter-
mination to remain in Northern 
Ireland stems from her commit-
ments to the Common Market 
and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation. 

The six county convention 
must be regarded as an integral 
part of England's E.E.C. 
strategy, which includes hang-
ing on to as much influence as 
she can in the south as well. 

For the people of the six 
counties Mr Wilson took very 
little with him. 

There is to be an election for 
a new talking shop, much on 
the pattern of the Irish Conven-
tion of 1917. Of that it was said : 
"It was a bone thrown to a 
snarling dog, and as long as 
there was something to nibble, 
the beast would not bite." 
EVERYBODY expects it to 

produce a majority report 
by the Unionists, and a minority 
report by the S.D.L.P. And 
of course there might be a 
minority - minority report by 
Alliance or Mr Faulkner for 
his one-man party. 

Mr Ian Paisley has been busy 
assuring his followers that they 
will get back their "democratic 
Government" and quite possibly 
their R-men into the bargain. 

The English Government 
however insist that Westmin-
ster will not ratify any conclu-
sion which does not comprise 
power-sharing, in some form. 

Power-sharing they call it. 
But office-sharing would be a 
better term. There is no power 
to share. And office is depend-
ent on the whim of Westminster 
as was shown when the whole 
Assembly was sent packing last 

UNDOUBTEDLY the tactic of 
the English Government is 

to secure a further compfomise, 
nearer to the fundamental 
Unionist position than the last, 
to represent it as the freely ex-
pressed desire of the Irish 
people, and then tangle the 
S.D.L.P. in its meshes. 

The Unionist extremists on 
the other hand consider that if 
they keep at the game of break-
ing up each successive compro-

mise as it approaches their own 
position, ultimately, as Mr Pais-
ley clearly indicates, they can 
bring about a position where 
Unionist power is completely 
restored and guaranteed at 
Westminster. 

It is important to make clear 
to the British public that the 
convention will not be a free 
assembly for discussion of the 
future of the territory without 
duress. There is the duress of 
the partition of Ireland England 
refuses to undo, or even speak 
about undoing. There is the 
clear threat to continue direct 
rule unless the assembly does 
what England wants. 

And if the convention will not 
be free, neither will the elec-
tion. What sort of a free 
election is it when hundreds of 
men and women, overwhelm-, 
ingly of the republican persua-
sion, are held hostages without 
charge or trial ? 
"Y^HAT sort of a free election 

is it when the nationalist 
areas are still being patrolled 
by troops, and..when .sectarian 

(Continued on Pag* Five) 

Don't forget 
our fund 

%WHEN our last printer's bill 
" came through the lettertoox, 

the floor shook with the impact. 

And when we opened it we shook 
too. 

Everything is going up. The 
postage charges have inoreaswt, tnf 
90 per cent. And the mass-«f the 
Irish have not yet recovered from 
the intimidation and harassment of 
the past three or four months. 

Apart from lack of work and 
money. 

So we still need a minimum of 
£100 a month, and this month we 
haven't had It. We hope there aire 
still some March guarantees and 
donations in the pipeline. ^ 

Meanwhile our warm thanks to: 
P. Mulligan £2, W. O'Mahoney £3, 
T. Egan £3, TX>. £1, R.R. £2 , R. 
O'Mara 50p, N. Kisch £4.06, ft. 
Bannister £1, P. & M. Hirons £4» 
B. Collins £3, B. Morgan £10, 0 . 
Kelly £1, G. Collins £1, M. Bren-
nan £2, J. Richards £1, V. Griffin 
£1.50, Oxford C.A. £7, J.K. £&, ML 
Kane £1, M. Brennan £3, T. 
Donaghy £1, B. Farrington £1.40, 
A. Rapoport £2, P.L. £20, Birming-
ham Readers £1.30, Central Lon-
don Readers £4.27, South London 
Readers £5.58, West - London 
Readers - ~£2.32, Bast London 
Readers £2.18. TOTAL: StU.Tl. 

•V.iiy. : 

THE NEXT DAY TO NOTE IS MAY lltti 
Q N November 24th last year, 
^ just after thej Birmingham x 
bomb incident, the Connolly 
Association called a very 
successful conference on the 
position of the Irish question. 

There were two themes, one 
repression in the six counties, 
the other repression spreading 
to England. 

It was agreed to hold a re-call 
conference in six months' time, 
to see how matters had pro-
gressed. 

Since then there have been 
several -months of intimidation and 
harassment of the Irish community 
in Britain. There h«#», been 
searches, arrests and deportations, 
and a sorry story it makes. 

There has also been the "pro-

visional" cease-fire with the hope 
that progress may yet be made by 
political methods. And now the 
date of the election to the Con-
vention has been announced 
May 1st. 

The recall conference is scheduled 
for May 11th, and in accordance 
with the wish of the previous con-
ference to make this one three 
times as big, the large St. Pancras 
Town Hall has been booked. 
irpHB time is 2.15 on a Sunday 

' afternoon. 
The circulars which will be sent 

out will give full details of 
speakers. But already it can be 
said that a fresh dimension has 
been added by the announcement 
of the British EBCJ referendum. It 
is the conviction of the Connolly 
Association that joining the EEC 
has as its object bolstering 

England's imperial position as a 
world investor in under-developed 
countries and as an •-occupying 
power in north-eastern Ireland. 

Therefore, and for the sake at 
the British working people with 
whom we have no quarrel and 
every motive to support, we urge 
Irish men and women to vote "get 
out". -

It is unavoidable that t h a t should 
be the third theme of the Mb-
ferenee and we have ; imt ted 
Michael OLoinsigh of tfee -Irish 
Sovereignty Movement to attend 
the oeoferau* and e a t f t f ^ l i 
attitude Irish repubhwmifjao on 
the iWna.: ; - ;," • V • ' < 
i A FINAL purpose of t h e o o n f e r -

ence is to try to put a Wt more 
heart into the Irish community in 
Britain. 

(Continued on Page Thrtw) 
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HOW HE DID IT 
WO U L D you like to k n o w why 

Harold W i l s on b rought Br i -
tain into the C o m m o n Ma r ke t in 
the first p lace? R. H. S. C r o s sman , 
one ot W i l s on ' s former senior 
Cabinet M in i s ter s , tells us in an 
excerpt f rom his private diar ies 
which was publ i shed in the S u n d a y 
T imes the other week. 

The date was Sunci. '. -July 3rd. 
1966 and the time wai when the 
Wilson Government, lea ir. Wilson, 
Cullaahan and George Brown, were 
thinking of renewing the applica-
tion for Common Market member-
ship w. Inch the previous Tory Gov-
ernment under Harold Macmillan 
hud made, and which had been 
vetoed by De Gaulle. 
I I ERE is what Crossman w rote 
' I at that time. 

"I sat down this afternoon and 
tried to think it out. I am sure 
now that we are drifting on to the 
rocks I was nearly sure in April 
before the election, but now gold 
reserves are pouring out of the 
country again and the Callaghan 
Budget has obviously failed to 
inspire confidence. Very soon we 
shall be faced with the choice be-
tween devaluation or intensive de-
flation. 

"I suppose to some of my col-
leagues the idea of escaping from 
this terrible choice into the Com-
mon Market is attractive because 
once we are members the blame for 
the deflation, the blame for the 
suffering, could be put not on this 
British Government but on condi-
tions inside the E.E.C. T h a t was 
really the reason why Macmillan 
suddenly became an enthusiastic 
Marketeer as soon as he got to 
No. 10 and I suspect much the 
same pressures are now working on 
Harold Wilson. 

"Of course he is far more reluct-
ant than Macmillan to commit him-
self positively to the E.E.C. But 
though he personally is being pretty-
cagey about it, he is letting other 
people commit themselves because 
of his awareness that this Govern-
ment is unable to master the crisis 
into which it is drifting." 
. ^ O there it is from the horse's 

TRADE UNIONISTS URGE OUT 

mouth, so to speak — that 

l l ' H I L E Britain toed tin- French 
' ' and German line at the Com-

mon Market Summit m Dublin 
Castle on March 10th. the anti-
E.E.C. case w.iS being put at a 
mass meeting in the Mansion House 
organised by the Irish Sovereignty 
Movement. 
^ • P r o t e s t a n t s and Catholics should 
get together in the North to vote 
against the Common Market in the 
referendum," said Andy Barr, presi-
dent of the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions. The trade union movement 
in the North would be giving a lead 
and sectarian divisions could be 
overcome in the anti-Market cause. 

"The decision of the Irish Con-
gress of Trade Unions to oppose 
E.E.C. membership for the twenty-
six counties three years ago has 
been fully justified by events,'' said 
Mr Barr. "We have seen the disas-
ter of the Common Market for the 
South much quicker than anyone 
could have imagined. Food prices 
are in some cases up by two-thirds 
directly due to the Common Market 
. . . meat has almost doubled in 
price. Unemployment is worse than 
it has been for thirty years. Yet 
everyone remembers the Fianna 
Fail referendum ads—Markets in 
Europe, Jobs at Home! Where are 
the markets, one might ask now. 
Where are the jobs? 

"The only people who have bene-
fited are a small minority of rich 
farmers, while the great maajority 
of Irish farmers have had falling 
incomes over the past year and are 

now threatened by the so-called 
Farm Modernisation Scheme of the 
E.E.C., whose essential purpose is 
to get people to move off the land. 

"All the best elements in the Irish 
Labour Movement would give sup-
port, moral as well as practical, to 
the British Labour Movement in its 
struggle to get f ree from the toils 
of the Common Market," said Andy 
Barr. 

S 1 JENATOR Michael Mullen gave a 
warning at the meeting to those 

in the Irish Labour Party who 
would like to th ink tha t the situa-
tion of what Ireland might do in 
the event of the British leaving the 
E.E.C. was already decided. He 
said:— 

"If the British people should de-
cide to withdraw f rom the Common 
Market, it is very likely- that the 
Danes, will also follow. We must 
then decide, through reasonable de-
bate and mature judgment, what 
policy we should follow. We must 
decide this question, if it arises as 
it very well may do, on the basis of 
what course will give us most con-
trol over our own affairs and what 
policy will maximise the economic 
and political benefits for our people. 
This is the principle which should 
guide the trade union and labour 
movement and all mature, sensibly-
minded Irish people—all people in 
other words who are not arrogant 
elitists or who presume to decide 
the issue because they have got 
places and rich pickings as a result 

of espousing the so-called Euro-
pean" cause. 

"The official policy of the Irish 
Labour Party on the E.E.C. is what 
was laid down at the annual con-
ference preceding the Irish referen-
dum in 1972. And this is a policy 
of opposition to the E.E.C. because 
of the adverse effects E.E.C. mem-
bership would have on Ireland. This 
remains official Labour Party policy 
until it has been altered in the 
proper, democratic way by motion 
and debate. 

"I am aware that certain mem-
bers of the present Government, 
such as Dr. Fitzgerald and Mr. John 
Kelly—speaking I trust in their 
personal capacities—have stated 
tha t in the events of a British with-
drawal it would be "in the interests 
of Ireland" to remain an E.E.C. 
member. 

"This is an expression of judg-
ment or opinion. I hope that it 
does not express the considered 
policy of the Irish Government and 
Cabinet, based upon mature dis-
cussion between the Fine Gael and 
Labour Party members of the Coali-
tion Government. For certainly the 
Labour Party members of tha t gov-
ernment have no right to come to 
any such decision without full dis-
cussion with their party, their sup-
porters and with the t rade unions 
affiliated to the Labour Party. 

"What Ireland might do in the 
event of a British withdrawal from 
the E.E.C. is therefore very much 
an open question. There has been 

High-pressure brainwashifig afoot 

Wilson, like Macmillan before him, 
went about joining the Common 
Market because of inability to 
master events in the interests of 
the British people and so tha t the 
Common Market, and not their own 
incompetence and timidity, could 
be blamfed for the mess they were 
getting the country into. 

Crossman is now dead, but his 
words are a warning to the people 
today of some of the incredibly 
foolish actions their Government 
has got up to. 

They have a chance like they 
never have had before to give a 
smack in the eye to such folly in 
the coming Referendum. Let us 
hope they grasp it and use it well. 

Food prices up 
TJRICES in the Twenty Six Coun-

ties rose by 24 per cent in the 
twelve month period February 1974-
February 1975. 

Since Ireland joined the Common 
Market the price of butter has gone 
up by two-thirds. Milk has gone 
up by nearly as much and the price 
of meat has all but doubled. Butter 
is now 47 pence a pound in Dublin 
and milk is 7 pence a pint and 
further increases are shortly due as 
& result directly of regulations 
from Brussels. 

Before Ireland joined the Com-
mon Market the Government made 
f n official estimate that prices of 
food in the EJE.C. would rise by only 
1 penny in the £ per year over a 
live year period. In fact food prices 
have risen as a result of the EEC 
at a far faster rate than even the 
most pessimistic of the anti-
Marketeers had expected. 

Now the twenty-six counties 
lias the highest inflation rate of 
any country in the E.E.C., with the 
exception of Italy. Various factors 
are responsible, but one of them 
certainly is the effect of the higher 
food prices for which the E.E.C. 
itself is directly the cause. 

r p H E massive exercise in high-
pressure brainwashing which 

occurred during Ireland's EEC 
referendum in May 1972 is likely to 
be repeated by the pro-Marketeers 
in Britain over the next two 
months. 

Every technique of sophisticated 
salesmanship will be used to sell 
the EEC mess of pottage and it is 
worth looking back at some of the 
things the pro-Marketeers got up 
to in Ireland, for people in this 
country will now see them at the 
same game. 

Money was no object to the pro-
Marketeers in Ireland. Money was 
provided by big business and the 
Government and money enabled 
the pro-Marketeers to dominate the 
press, the radio, television and all 
the organs of public opinion, with 
scarcely an exception. Advertise-
ments, hoardings, posters and 
glossy brochures were available to 
them in limitless amounts and 
while the anti-Market people put 
up a good fight, their lack of 
finance put them in a much 
inferior position from the point of 
view of providing information on 
the real truth about the Market. 

Not only were there advertise-
ments put in the papers by the Gov-
ernment, but the pro-Market poli-
tical parties, the European Move-
ment — which had lashings of 
money, with as much assistance 
and help from abroad as it could 
ask for and individual firms and 
businesses thfet supported the pro-
Market cause threw in their weight 
on the side of "joining Europe". 
T7ACT-FINDING trips to Brussels 
* were organised for lots of im-

portant interest groups. Journal-
ists were a particular target. Spe-
cial planes weTe hired to fly them 
to the Common Market head-
quarters, where they were dined 
and junketed, flattered and played 
up to and given "facts" which sup-
ported the pro-Market view to 
peddle to their readers when they 
got home to Ireland. 

No interest group was too small 
or insignificant for the pro-Market 
lobby to seek to organise and in-
fluence. The housewives were told 
tha t prices would be lowered and 
they would have more goods in the 
shops to choose from. Workers 
were promised Jobs, farmers secure 
markets and the poorer areas t>f the 
country were assured the Common 
Market would take a special in-

terest in their problems. 
The technique used was that of 

the Big Lie. On the one hand people 
were pronjised Utopia in the EEC. 
On the other hand they were told 
that if they did not join the 
country would be * isolated and 
ruined, with no one trading with 
Ireland any longer and chaos and 
economic ruin coming about as a 
result. 

Exactly the same at tempt will be 
made in Britain. Promises on the 
one hand and threa ts on the other 
will be used in the most unscrupu-
lous way. 

"IT* SPECIALLY important were the 
' J attempts made by some em-

ployers to get a t their workers in 
their jobs. The European Move-
ment and the pro-Market politicians 
encouraged this kind of behaviour. 
Notices were put into pay-packets 
telling workers they would be out 
of their jobs if they did not join 
the Cpmmon Market. Or Company 
chairmen and managing directors 
sagely spoke about the good pros-
pects in the EEC and of the prob-
lems and difficulties of-remaining 
outside. 

This happened in several Arms 
which have since closed down — 
closed as a direct result of the EEC 
which they foolishly joined. 

Active trade unionists of course 
ignored such goings-on and fol-
lowed the lead of the Irish Trade 
Union Movement and voted No. 
But many people were more timid 
and found it ha rd to resist the 
brainwashing. If employers try to 
get up to the same game in Britain 
the Trade Union Movement will 
need to be quick off the mark in 
telling them to stop it. 

Of course the batt le is more 
evenly balanced in Britain than it 
was in Ireland. I n Ireland the two 
big parties were united in favour 
of the EEC. Opposition only came 
from the smalj Labour Party, the 
Republicans and the Trade Union 
Movement. But because the forces 
are more evenly balanced here it is 
likely that the pro-Market people 
will be even more unscrupulous 
than they were in Ireland. 
U O be prepared for it. They will 
^ pull out all the stops. The 
moneybags are now being filled, 
from Big Business and from the 
Multinational firms and from 
France and Germany. The flood 
of pro-Market propaganda will pour 

on the people in the coming weeks. 
The advertising and market re-
search men are already doing their 
work .to . find out what t<^&ntyues 
of persuasion can be most effective 
in brainwashing ordinary people. 
Sophisticated studies have • been 
carried out in recent months to 
establish what mixture of promises, 
blandishments, fears and threats 
can have greatest effect in swinging 
public opinion over to the . pro-
Market side, so that people will 
consent to being bound and gagged 
under the rule of Brussels and be 
economically subservient to Ger-
many, the economic giant which 
dominates the EEC. 
z' \NLY the people themselves can 
' ' defeat the men with the 
money and the media on their side. 
A mass movement of the ordinary 
people of this island — the Scots, 
the Welsh, the English, and the one 
million Irish people living in 
Britain — can bring Britain out of 
the EEC and in doing so give the 
Common Market a blow which will 
smash it to pieces. 

I t is a battle of the people 
against the Big Batallions. And 
it is a battle which the people can 
win, as they did in Norway, where 
the forces in favour of the Com-
mon Market were initially even 
more powerful than they are in 
Britain. 

Let everyone fight to win it in 
the next ten weeks. 

absolutely no debate about it in tha 
country and it strikes me as aa 
expression of overweening arrogance 
on the part of some politicians that 
they should speak as if the issue 
has been properly decided. If the 
event arises there should be an 
open and honest debate, without 
any of the financial brainwashing 
and propaganda steamrolling which 
characterised the effort to get Ire-
land into the Common Market in 
the first place." 

UENATOR MULLEN then ap-
* pealed to the S.D.L.P., with some 
of whose members, especially Paddy 
Devlin and Gerry Fitt, he said he 
had many things in common. 

"I see," he said, "that in working 
out their stand on the E.E.C. the 
S.D.L.P. have spent four days in 
Brussels on a fact-finding mission, 
Now I am the last to deny that 
fact-finding missions in Brussels 
can be useful. But the t ru th and 
wisdom about the E.E.C. is cer-
tainly not to be found in Brussels 
alone. There are other places 
where it is worth searching for. And 
one such place is Norway, Sweden 
and Finland—especially Norway— 
where the people voted to stay out 
of the E.E.C. I appeal to the 
S.D.L.P. tha t they should send a 
mission there too before coming te 
a decision. If they do, I have ne 
doubt that they will reach the right 
decision on the E.E.C. issue." 

Mr Michael O Loingsigh, chair-
man of the Irish Sovereignty Move-
ment, said at the meeting tha t if 
Britain left the Common Market 
and Ireland remained a member it 
would be "quite unrealistic to think 
tha t this would make Ireland in 
any way more independent or .in 
charge of our own affairs. "If we 
became less dependent on Britain 
in some respects—and one could be 
sceptical about this—it Would only 
be because of becoming more de-
pendent on powers like Germany 
and France. The Germans and the 
French might argue with the Bri-
tish over how they might share 
their domination over the smaller 
country, but i t would be hard to 
maintain that for Ireland to remain 
in the E.E.C. in such an -eveht 
would be an easier way to achieve 
the unity and real independence 
for the country or abolish- what our 
Foreign Minister has called tte 
'neo - colonial subordination' *t» 
others. 

"If Britain remains in the Com-
mon Market," said Mr O. Loingsigh, 
"it will almost certainly be at the 
cost of the break-up of the United 
Kingdom, as Scotland and Wales 
strike out on different reads. It 
will -be proof of the fact that efforts 
at European integration tend to 
strengthen national feeling and 
worsen national conflicts—the very 
opposite of what naive 'Europeans' 
hope. 

"If all roads lead to Rome, then 
all roads must lead away from 
Rome. In other words, the effort 
to weld together the separate na-
tional states of Europe into one 
gigantic, supranational economical 
and political bloc, must have the 

{Continued on Page Three) 

LESS INFLATION IN NORWAY 
%WHAT country In Western 
w Europe has had THE LOWEST 
RATE OF INFLATION over the 
p u t two years and a t the same 
time IMS seareely any unemploy-
ment? The answer is Norway—the 
country whose people voted to stay 
out of the Common Market, and 
where even many of the pro-Market 
people are thanking their stars that 
this was the decision made 

And what country has had THE 
GRMTE8T IN0RBA8E »N UNEM-
PLOYMENT sinoq joining the Com-
mon 'Market and one of- MM- highest 
rates of inftatlon? The answer Is 
Denmark, where unemployment has 
gone from about 3 per cent of the 
labour force to 10 per cent over the 
past two years. 

No wonder the Danes are envious 
of Norway next door and sorry 

they did. not. do the same-as the 
Notwagians when they bad the 
chance. 

The Danes are so furiotM at the 
way in which they were conned 
that ' the Government has given a 
•premise that if the ̂ British say -No 
in> Mi» referendum h* Jane they will 
have another referendum In Den-
mark, so that they Will pull wut 
of the S.EX. as well. Opinion polls 
now show that most of the. Danes 
are against the Comimn Market 
and the anti-Market forces are 
growing daily. 

Small wonder with one in ten-of 
the Danes unemployed something 
they newer experienced ibafereMn' 
their history. And maiiilirdlirf?« 
their entering that gateway to 4ms-
perity—the E.E.C.! 
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I P O L I T I C A L F O R U M ! 

WHY NOT FOR ONCE LISTEN TO THE IRISH ? 
A LL that glitters is not gold. 

And everybody who takes part 
jn politics has to learn to recognise 
and reject fine-sounding slogans 
which look so simple and seductive, 
but lead nowhere. 

One important class of these is 
characterised by the statement of 
an aim as if it were a means. 

At the important Oxford confer^ 
ence members of the "troops out" 
movement were handing out leaflets 
bearing the headline "Troops out 
now or later?" 

It can be taken as typical of the 
thinking of members of the ultra-
Left, and of its confusion. 

Their first point is of agreement 
that internment must go. 

Their second is tha t they "do not 
disagree" with a Bill of Rights but 
"just think it begs the question of 
who is going to enforce it." 

Their third is to agree that with-
drawing troops to barracks is better 
than having them "rampaging 
around the Catholic ghettoes". But, 
they declare, "this is no substitute 
for immediate and total with-
drawal". 

"What we oppose about NICROC's 
campaign," the s tatement goes on, 
"is that it assumes that democracy 
can be imposed by Britain within 
the present Northern Ireland frame-
work, in other words there can be 

Trade Unionists 
urge 'out' 

(Continued from Page Two) 
effect of provoking the democratic, 
national spirit to a n ever greater 
degree, as the nat ions of Europe 
struggle to regain what they have 
lost. I t is already doing this within 
the United Kingdom and in Den-
mark, and it will do so in Ireland 
as well and in the other E.E.C. 
countries, however unwelcome this 
will be to the advocates of the 
Common Market and the multi-
national companies which dominate 
it," 

All in all—a clear message on 
the occasion of the Dublin "Sum-
mit" that those who want to tie 
Britain and Denmark irrevocably 
into the Common Market cannot 
take Ireland's position for granted. 
If the British people decide to say 
"No" to the E.E.C. it will be a tre-
mendous boost to t h e forces of 
progress in Ireland, North and 
South as well 

NEXT DAY TO 

democracy before Irish self-deter-
mination." 
1 T argues tha t "it is obvious that 

there are no political forces 
which accept the framework of 
Northern Ireland, which are cap-
able of challenging the sectarian 
basis of the state. NICROC logi-
cally is left with only the British 
Government and the British Army 
as the instruments of its democra-
tisation." 

So the statement comes to the 
t r iumphant conclusion that the two 
"simple" demands, "Troops out and 
self-determination" are the very 
thing, and we are told tha t the 

But note the essential of this 
picture. It is t ha t the Irish have 
a say in the process. The idea of 
unilateral withdrawal as soon as 
they see what a mess they have 
made, is like going into a man's 
house, setting it on fire, and then 
walking off leaving the householder 
to look for a hose-pipe. 

I t is an invariable rule that in 
practice the policies of the ultra-
Left amount to the same thing as 
the policies of the ultra-Right, 
though we grant they are not in-
tended to do so. 

The unilateral act of going into 

UP FOR DISCUSSION 

"Troops Out Movement" will build 
a mass movement in Britain tha t 
will give real aid to the fight for 
Ir ish freedom. 

Now to begin at the end, the 
authors of the leaflet probably know 
tha t those engaged in the fight for 
Irish freedom have not requested 
a mass movement on these lines. It 
is something cooked up by the 
English ultra-Left. 

So the question is why not even 
the Provisionals, who nobody could 
accuse of being soft on the national 
question, have asked for this action. 
Indeed at their last Ard Fheis they 
warned against it. 

Why? Because they don't want 
the troops out? Because they don't 
want Irish self-determination? No, 
because under the actually existing 
conditions they are aware that the 
immediate unilateral withdrawal 
of British troops from the six 
counties would not lead to Irish 
self-determination. 

Like all sensible men they want 
to create conditions in which with-
drawal would lead to self-determina-
tion, and as soon as those condi-
tions are created they want the 
troops out as quickly as it is pos-
sible to get them out. 
r p H E Y therefore ask for a "de-

claration of intent" from the 
British Government that instead of 
setting itself the aim of permanent 
Occupation of Ir ish soil, it will set 
the aim of withdrawal from Ire-
land, not unilateral withdrawal, but 
withdrawal in consultation with the 
representatives of the Irish people, 
possibly over quite a long period 
of time. 

Ireland in the first place was im-
perialist. This is to be rectified by 
the ultra-Left by means of another 
unilateral act. And it would be 
equally imperialist, though we grant 
not intended to be so. 
i r FHE six counties are part of Ire-

land. But for the partition of 
the country they would at present be 
ruled from Dublin by a government 
elected on the basis of the majority 
of the Irish people. 

That majority of the Irish people 
are the rightful rulers of Ireland, 
including the six counties. 

To undertake any action whatso-
ever in Northern Ireland without 
reference to the wishes of that 
majority is a denial of self-deter-
mination. In other words the means 
of the "troops out" people contra-
dict the end. 

The majority of the Irish people, 
whether they are articulate as the 
Dublin Government, the Fianna 
Fail opposition, the S.D.L.P., the 
two sections of the I.R.A., NICRA, 
the Communist Par ty and the trade 
unions all say t h a t they believe that 
an immediate unilateral withdrawal 
of the troops would leave the Irish 
people with an intolerable mess 
which the British have created and 
have done nothing to clean up. 
They say "clean up sufficient of your 
mess to enable us to take over 
decently, and then get out." 

And there is very widespread 
agreement among Irish people as 
to what should be done to clean up 
the worst of tfife mess. 
r p H E Y want tire ending of intern-

ment as a first step. They want 
legislation to outlaw religious dis-

crimination, guarantee the freedom 
to work for a united Ireland, and 
an end to the draconian Emergency 
Provisions Act. In short, they want 
the fundamental conditions in 
which they can self-determine for 
themselves, conditions in which 
their trade unions can meet freely, 
and the working class can draw 
together and reconcile the at pre-
sent estranged communities. This 
is an Irish task, not an English task 
but, af ter all that England has done 
in Ireland without consulting the 
Irish people, will they not listen 
once when the Irish say what con-
ditions they require for their self-
determination? 

All this is nothing to do with the 
supposed "bloodbaths" some people 
scare us with. We do not know 
whether, if the British troops were 
withdrawn tomorrow, there would 
be a bloodbath or not. We do know 
tha t there would not exist the best 
conditions under which the Irish 
people could heal the sectarian 
divisions deliberately created in 
several centuries of British rule. No 
doubt we'd manage somehow, but 
we're stating what we want. 

It is when you get things straight 
on these lines that you see where 
the ultra-Lefts have gone wrong. 
To them Irish self-determination is 
a disembodied thing like Bakunin's 
"social liquidation" in which imperi-
alism disappears into thin air and 
the people are free. 

co-operaie with the Irish in the 
transitional period. And it would 
not be a mater of British troops 
enforcing a Bill of Rights, it would 
be a matter of enabling the Irish 
people to enforce it themselves. 
Like the imperialists the ultra-Left 
do not see the creative energy of 
the Irish people—yet this and this 
alone will be the key factor in solv-
ing the problems of Ireland. 

THERE IS ROOM 

ON THIS PAGE FOR 

YOUR VIEWS 

£1 ELF -DETERMINATION is the 
work being conducted by the 

Irish people themselves in the 
presently existing struggle for the 
freedom^ of the country. I t is the 
work of NICRA, the work of the 
trade unions, the work of the Com-
munists, yes, and the work of the 
Republicans and the SDLP. These 
may not always agree with each 
other. There is no law that they 
must. But it is the total creative 
activity of the Irish people we must 
look to for a solution, not some 
magic abracadabra pronounced in 
London. 

The Irish are realistic enough to 
know tha t in solving the problems 
created by the British occupation 
there is a long transitional period 
to go through. They are prepared 
to go through with it. An im-
perialist government throws every 
obstacle in their way. A govern-
ment t ha t had broken with im-
perialism would relinquish the 
claim to sovereignty in Ireland, and 

TWO-NATION 
MERCHANTS 

BACK 
POGROMS 

£ CHARA,—I wonder if your 
readers are aware of the 

poisonous emanations of the 
"two nation" theorists. 

These began as a Maoist 
breakaway some years ago, but 
have now made themselves the 
defenders of Right-wing Union-
ism. As Jim Larkin used to say, 
"Another Left gone Right." 

A leaflet I have just been 
given is an appalling piece of 
work. It attempts to justify the 
notorious pogrom of 1920 when 
Catholic workers were expelled 
from the Belfast shipyards, by 
saying that after last Novem-
ber's bomb outrage, the Irish 
were understandably driven out 
of the Birmingham factories. 

I hope any of your readers 
who come across the arguments 
put in this leaflet will say, first, 
that the British trade unions ex-
pelled those who took part in 
the 1920 pogrom, second that 
as a result of their timely action 
in Birmingham,- the Irish were 
NOT expelled from the factories, 
and finally that Irish \yorkers 
play their full part in the trade 
union movement in the Mid-
lands providing many shop and 
site stewards and full-time 
officials. 

Mise le meas, 
ULSTERMAN 

(Continued from Page One) 
Many of our f r iends are feeling 

a bit dispirited tha t t h e way things 
have gone is not t h e way they 
thought they would have gone. 

The Connolly Association on the 
other hand is not in the slightest 
surprised. We thought tha t many 
of our friends wanted something 
but the things they were doing 
would not get it for them. 
" W E want the I r i sh in Britain 

to know tha t r ight before 
them like an open door stands the 
opportunity to engage in political 
action in conjunction with the 
Trade Union and Labour move-
ment which is in the process of 
shaking off the influence of the 
timorous pro-EEC leadership. 

They have powerful allies. All 
the MPs who support the Irish 
cause are anti-EEC. The Trade 
Unions that support the Irish 
pause are anti-EEC. The Irish 
question and the- question of 
entry into the Common Market are 
not isolated Issues with nothing to 
do with each other. On t he con-
trary they are both tes t questions 
foe British and Irish people in this 
country. 

For that reason while we shall be 
asking Labour organisations to send 
'irtcgateE, we Invite Irish people to 

far visitor tickets to be pre-
sent a t this important conference. 

i r | \HE need for Scottish freedom 
accelerates: national freedom, 

to begin with, t ha t will restore the 
main political focus to within the 
Scottish community; secondly, new 
categories of freedom for the indi-
vidual which can only be brought 
about by restructuring the whole of 
Scottish society in accordance with 
a socialist strategy aimed to super-
sede capitalism 

The internationalist logic of Scot-
land's course towards socialism is, 
however, bedevilled by a form of 
intellectual paralysis caused by the 
Scottish labour movement's simplis-
tic fa i th in the British Labour 
Party. The widening gap between 
a proper socialist perspective for 
Scotland and the non-socialist 
reality of the Labour Party's con-
cern for bolstering up British capU 
talism was seen to good effect 
during March. I 

The month opened with Mr 
Harold Wilson's two-day so-called 
"surtlmtt" meeting, at Glasgow Air-
port Htotel, with the General Coun-
cil of the Scottish T.U.C. The 
S.T.U.C. had prepared discussion 
paper* on a wide variety of-topics 
incukling the Scottish Assembly, 
North Sea oil, the steel intnstry, 
education, housing, social seiriees, 
and the Scottish Development 
Agency The Scottish capitalist 

Press, almost without exception, 
greeted the outcome of these talks 
with triumphal headlines of "Suc-
cess"; whereas the reality was 
hedged around with a deceptive 
futuristic "maybe". 

r P E N days later -Mir Wilson was 
registering another "success" with 

the Scottish Press, this time over 
the so-called "renegotiations break-
through" at the Dublin "summit ". 
Yet another exercise in obscurant-
ism. 

One week later, in Westminster, 
Mr Wilson was recommending that 
Britain should remain In the E.E.C. 
while at the same time he was 
arranging for treop6 to be sent to 
Glasgow for the purpose of break-
ing the strike of Labour-controlled 
Glasgow Corporation's heavy goods 
vehicle drivers. At t ime of writing, 
solidarity with the drivers is being 
shown by the Glasgow firemen who 
were themselves the viotims of 
troops intervention during; their 
strike towards the end of 1973. 
Glasgow's Labour council attitude 
is, again, a clear Illustration of 
their 'Britlshness', and their loyalty 
to t h e Labour Government and its 
capitalist-related 'social contract'. 

T h r e e d a y 8 after sending the 
troops into GtaSgo* Harold Wilson 
was in Scotland once more, this 
time -fet the Aberdeen conference of 

the Scottish Council of the Labour 
Party. This conference was being 
hailed as the "most important 
Labour Party conference ever held 
in Scotland"; for two reasons: first, 
the question of how the conference 
would handle the issue of political 
and economic "powers" for the As-
sembly, and secondly, the important 
vote on the Common Market. 

I N the event, the conference ex-
hibited on every count, the 

usual preoccupation with maintain-
ing their "British" status quo posi-
tion. They opted for an Assembly 
which can only be likened to a 
glorified county council, Le. with-
out effective economic powers or 
tax-ralslng authority. The sensible 
proposal fo r the setting up of an 
autonomous Scottish Labour Party 
was* overwhelmingly defeated in 
true "British" conformist style, the 
resolution not even, being allowed 
to be discussed. On the second d&y 
of the conference Mr Wilson made 
his speech, before the vote on the 
Common Market, when he tried to 
put the ca»e for staying in the 
E.E.C. and, as he put it, "making 
a success of Britain's membership." 

Mr Wilson left for London on 
important Government business" 

as soon as his speech was finished; 
less than two hours later, Confer-
ence had voted for "Britain" to 

come out of the E.E.C. and rejected 
any notion of "renegotiation of 
terms". Mr Wilson had faded to 
take into account the fac t t ha t the 
Labour P a r t y ' i n Scotland is irre-
deemably "British"; and tha t 
whereas in the past, for electoral 
reasons, it was necessary to mam-
tain this nationality charade—now, 
when Mr Wilson wanted them to 
become "Europeans", they could not 
give up their "British" f a i th fust 
so readily. So the anti-Market vote, 
though the correct decision, was by 
accident or rather by dint of the 
continuing "intellectual paralysis" 
which characterises the Labour 
Party in Scotland. 

Such a party cannot lead towards 
a socialist Scotland. Indeed, from 
a socialist point of view, rather 
than, the Labour Party conference 
in Scotland being of "major Impor-
tance" Its over-signiflcance Is realty 
due to the fact that, for the present, 
its parliamentary representation in 
terms of votes Is grossly out of 
proportion in relation to other par-
ties' representation. In the light 
of Labour's worthless Assembly it 
is almost certain that at the next 
General Election, this anomalous 
votes-per-seat disproportion will be 
dramatically corrected. At that 
point,'if not before, the need for a 
genuine Scottish socialist party 
should become apparent. 
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j .:-'->.i-.i i" !>'• u-•* << idled with this meeting 
,•(•:.-,-ii !i\ the (.'(i'!VD:iv Association. For more 

.•::un i>>!,' can u">u mber this Association has 
• at* \11 the spirit o] freedom in the North oj 

•• .mi a'hi has uctiv e'y campaigned for the rights 
• minority in the North and for the only long 

solution thai will bring peace in our island, 
leum/ii uiion of the country. 
U a distant admirer of the work of the Associa-

• • I remember us a very junior trade union official 
active campaigning in the late 'fifties for a fair 

;t lor youngsters arrested under the old Special 
!'•, vers Act. In the depressing years of the 'sixties 
•••••••n Westminster and the Southern Irish Govern-

i nt seemed to have virtually forgotten the Tammany 
!:•• it pontics of the Unionist junta at Stormont, it was 
• Connolly Association that kept chiselling away 
rr that convenient convention at Westminster that 
<; . >stions on Northern Ireland matters could not be 
i,'towed on matters transferred to Stormont. It was 
I/;;•> type of lobbying among friendly Labour Members 
c Parliament in London that enabled people like Gerry 

hit to make such a big initial impact on their arrival 
a' Westminster. 
J'! IF. Connolly Association has led many campaigns 

and activities. But the one that it will be 
remembered most of all for is its initiation of the 
campaign for a Bill of Rights in Northern Ireland. 
L"si tenner Brockway a n a then Arthur Latham, M.P. 
c. olved themselves in the urgent task of Westmin-
•>~ 'r passing a code to provide for minimum civil 
- ghts and to accept the legitimacy and the right of 
people in Northern Ireland to advocate and campaign 
peacefully for a united Ireland. 

The proposals for a Bill of Rights were first made 
• ' hen the present wave of violence was not even on 
> :e horizon. The 'sixties were a time when Unionism 
was triumphant. If the British Government had 
c xepted the validity of the case for such a Bill of 
Rights, who knows what the course of events in the 
North would have been ? It was the allies of the 
Unionists—the English Tories—with their built-in 
majorities in the House of Lords,- who frustrated this 
progressive development. 

It is to the credit of the Connolly Association that 
their campaign resulted in the support of a large 
number of progressive organisations, including the 
British Trades Union Congress, for such a Bill of 
Rights. It is, as usual in its relations with Ireland, 
to the discredit of the Tories, that such development 
was frustrated. 
I SPEAK tonight as the general secretary of the 

largest trade union in Ireland. The Irish Transport 
and General Workers' Union has, since its foundation 
by James Connolly and James Larkin, continued its 
tradition of involvement in national and social issues 
in Ireland. This has been due not only to the fact 
that roots and traditions compel it to hold on to its 
beliefs but also because we have in the six counties 
many thousands of members, from Derry to Belfast 
to Newry. We are, whether we like it or not, in-
volved in the North. And it is because of this direct 
involvement that I want to turn to the affairs of the 
North and to address the remainder of my remarks 
to my countrymen in the audience and to our British 
comrades who are attending this meeting. 

The first and most important matter to remember 
about the North is that it is not entirely an Irish 

problem but an Anglo-Irish problem as well. It may 
be tempting and even in the interests of British 
newspapers—or many of them—to portray the events 
in the six counties in such a manner so us to reflect 
the fact that Irish men and women have fallen out 
with each other, and we are at each other's throats. 
fiOME ordinary people in Britain may be confused 

enough to accept this picture because of the 
consequences of the violence that has affected the 
lives of people not only in the whole of Ireland since 
1969 but also in Britain. The murderous and deplor-
able bombings in recent years in Belfast, Dublin, 
Birmingham, London and elsewhere in these islands, 
the plethora of organisations, many of whose 
members seem to be intent on killing each other and 
the lack of any seemingly durable solution may tend 
to lead to a confirmation of the view that the British 
Government is not a leading party to the conflict in 
the North. 

That this picture bears no relation to reality is 
borne out by a single observation of the facts of the 
Northern situation. For nearly f i f t y years, successive 
British governments winked at the acts and actions 
of a Unionist administration bent on suppressing a 
nationalist minority that, whether we liked it or not, 
wished to undo what the British Government had 
done in 1920. created a minority in a part of Ireland 
which had been a majority in the whole of Ireland. 
The role of the British Army and the sovereign 
power of the British Government which has sharply 
affected the lives of the people in the North both 
point to the ineluctable fact that the British Govern-
ment and Army are themselves protagonists in the 
North of Ireland. 

pJSSENTlALLY what I am pleading for is the adop-
tion of a policy by the British Government which 

goes to the root of the six counties problem. Short-
term measures are necessary and important—and 
medium-term measures as well and the ceasefire be-
tween the Provisional I.R.A. and the British Army-
may assist in the development of these. But I do 
not have any illusion that the six-county problem can 
be solved overnight or by the application of any single 
formula. And at the same time, I do hold that unless 
the British Government adopts this perspective of 
working towards ultimate disengagement from Ireland 
and aims in the meanwhile to establish structures 
and institutions which will encourage Catholics and 
Protestants to work together, with positive encourage-
ment from the British Government to seek an 
eventual accommodation with one another outside 
the United Kingdom — there will be no permanent 
stability or peace. Unless this is done, violence, in 
other words, will continue. It may not do so imme-
diately but historical experience seems to bear out 
that there will be periodic outbreaks of violence every 
so many years so long as the basic problem remains. 

The basic problem is that the minority in the 
North have been denied their collective civil rights. 
Partition has denied them their rights as a MAJORITY 
and therefore turned them into a minority within the 
North and within the United Kingdom. It seems to 
me that a permanent settlement cannot be achieved 
unless it recognises the injustice of this fact and 
comes to terms with it by opening up a way to a 
situation in which the political rights of the Northern 
Catholics and nationalists to be a part of the political 
majority of the island as a whole can be reasserted. 

Irish Communists meet in Dublin 
( ) V E R a h u n d r e d - de lega tes a t -

t e n d e d t h e s i x t e e n t h congress 
of the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y of I re land 
which me t o v e r t h e w e e k e n d of 
March 22-24 in L i b e r t y Hall , 
Dublin. 

Genera l S e c r e t a r y Michael 
O 'Riordan " p r e s e n t e d a r epo r t 
pe rmea ted w i t h a l l - I re land fee l ing 
and said t h a t whi le t h e scene of 
action t o d a y w a s Bel fas t , -the key 
to the p rog re s s of the coun t ry lay 
in Dubl in . 

He called lor a united struggle 
north and south of the border for the 
redistribution of land to help small 
tarmers. abolition of VAT, establish-
ment of farm-producers' town con-
sumers' marts, the rejection of all 
forms of wage restraint, and with-
drawal from E E C . This last was 
necessary for the twenty-six counties 
whether Britain came out or stayed in. 
I T E called on the Government of 
' the Republic to take the lead in 

inviting representatives of all six 
county political parties to participate 

in a development commission for all-
Ireland economic progress. The aim 
would be the state development of 
Ireland's vast mineral wealth for the 
benefit of the whole country. 

Announcing the forthcoming ap-
pearance of a study of the economics 
of a United Ireland, he said "Our con-
ception of a united island is neither a 
Catholic one nor a Protestant one, a 
Nationalist one nor a Unionist one, 
l?ut an Irish-people's one." 

He condemned the "provisionals'" 
campaign of violence but insisted "it 
must be said that our opposition is 
not to the 'provisionals' as 6uch, but 
to their campaign of violence." He 
welcomed the cease-fire. 

He advised the workers north and 
south of the border to protect their 
jobs "at primary level" by refusing to 
be sacked, by sit-ins, takeovers and 
trade union based and trade union 
co-ordinated unemployment action 
committees. 
OESOLUTIONS were passed cover-

^ ing the fields of organisation, 
the rights of women, youth, students 
and other Issues. The questions of 

relations between socialist countries, 
and the rights of artists while some-
what peripheral, were well ventilated 
and debated. 

The main resolution called for the 
ending of internment, the repeal of 
the Emergency Provisions Act, the 
withdrawal of British troops to bar-
racks pending their complete with-
drawal, and a Bill of Rights passed at 
Westminster. 

The resolution also called for "a 
declaration by the British Government 
of its intention to withdraw from 
Irish affairs and of its recognition of 
the right of the Irish people to deter-
mine for themselves the independent 
structure and institutions of their 
country." 
I T was clear from the wording of 
' this section, and from the pre-
sentation and discussion, that this 
demand had nothing in common with 
the calls by Mr Tam Dalziel on the 
right and Miss Mairin Colquhoun on 
the left for an "immediate withdrawal 
of British troops." There is no ques-
tion of a, date. It is a demand that 

(Continued on Page Six) 

For decades, the Northern Catholics were denied civil 
rights and were discriminated against in various 
ways. It is important to recognise, however, that 
even if civil liberties and civil rights are guaranteed 
to them by the Imperial Parliament, and even if they 
they are treated on a plane of equality with Unionists 
in economic and social matters, the problem of the 
deprivation of collective political rights will remain. 
This is the heart of the "Irish dimension" of the 
problem. 

JT seems to me tha t as long as internment lasts 
and as long as there is an extensive British Army 

presence in a policing role throughout the six 
counties, it is difficult to see how the British Govern-
ment can give significant recognition to the reality 
of the "Irish dimension" as I have defined it. At 
the present time arid ever since the Ulster Workers' 
Council strike last year when the British Government 
shamefully surrendered to the forces of bigotry and 
sectarianism, it seems to me that the British Army 
authorities have had a major influence on the political 
as well, of course, as on the security policies of the 
British Government in the six counties. In the light 
of the events of the past four years, the British 
Government may well be slow to embark on a politi-
cal course in Northern Ireland which the Army autho-
rities and their allies in the British Conservative Party 
could claim would have dangerous security implica-
tions and might lead to more British lives being lost. 
From the point of view of those anxious to secure 
peace, however, a reduction of the British Army's 
physical presence is essential. 

Now I come to a matter which has led to more 
loss of lives, more bitterness and hatred than any 
single factor among the nationalist minority. I refer to 
internment. Besides the general effect of internment, 
I am also personally familiar with many examples 
of injustice and human distress which have resulted 
from the operation of internment and the Emergency 
Provisions Act—measures which theoretically contra-
dict wha t the t e x t b o o k writers have traditionally 
considered to,be the best traditions of British justice. 

INTERNMENT was introduced by that well-known 
political opportunist and last Premier of the old 

Stormont, Mr Faulkner, more than three years ago. 
It was introduced to buttress a discredited regime. 
Its genesis was political; its continuation was for 
political reasons which were dressed up as security 
considerations by the Army. It is now used as a 
political bartering counter so as to ensure that the 
proper response is elicited every time the British 
Army wishes policy to develop along particular lines. 

More than two thousand people have been in-
terned, the vast majority from among the minority. 
They have been held under the most depressing and 
degrading circumstances and have been used as pawns 
in a political game. Nothing has sustained the men 
of violence as much as the hardship and suffering 
inflicted on the internees. My union has been closely 
involved in providing relief to those of our members 
interned and to others who have sought our assist-
ance. If these men and women have been guilty of 
offences, the liberal provisions of the emergency 
legislation provide ample room and scope for their 
trial. 

Instead the violence of internment has continued. 
Britain has been brought to the bar of the European 
Court of Human Rights because of internment; 
thousands of people from all parts of the world, 
including well-known people in Britain, have signed 
a petition for its removal. As an earnest of its 
intentions, I would appeal to the British Government 
to begin to phase out internment immediately. 
filNCE the Convention elections are to be held in 

a few weeks' time, there are other short-term 
measures that will also assist in "normalising" the 
atmosphere in Northern Ireland. There is an urgent 
need to reduce the number of weapons, licensed and 
unlicensed, in Northern Ireland ; there is a vital need 
to restructure the R.U.C. so that a community police 
notion might emerge; in the midst of your own 
recession, you need to be reminded that in parts of 
Northern Ireland, the cancer of unemployment reaches 
appalling heights of unemployment from between 10 
and 20 per cent in some parts of the territory. 

Until the status and future of the six north-
eastern counties of Ireland has been solved, the 
situation will continue to affect relations between 
Britain and Ireland. One dire effect of such a 
situation has been the effect of violence on the state 
of civil liberties in Britain itself, as seen by the 
vast increase in military and police activities. 

Our freedom is therefore indivisible. Between the 
labour movements and political parties of the two 
islands, we can arrive at the unity which will enable 
the two communities to march towards freedom and 
peace. It is a challenge to which we m u s t respond. 
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S I X l O i V I l fctfcXE 

DR DALY SAYS 
REES BROKE 
WORD ON 

INTERNMENT 
| i i s Lordship the Bishop ot 
' ' i Jerry, the Most Rev. Dr. Daly. 

written to Merlyn Rees. Secre-
«:-. of State for Northern Ireland, 

:!)d'it the scandal of internment. 
I )r Daly, it will be remembered, 

tin- priest who became known 
hmughout the world for the way 

:ic tended the people who fell on 
Bloody Sunday, while the bullets 
:iom the Arni\ troopers were still 
living around. 

In his letter Dr. Daly said that 
he had become very concerned in 
i In past few weeks 'about the 
altitude of Mr Rees to internment. 
He said he felt Mr Rees had gone 
buck on his word. 

Bishop Daly said tha t he 
accepted the fact that no interim 
custody orders had been signed 
since the present Provisional cease-
ure began, but many people in 
Ireland and abroad had expressed 
roncern to him on this issue. 

His letter continued. "I feel 
\er\ strongly that if internment 
could tve speedily resolved and 
ended / would remove one of the 
NUUU J;> cades to permanent peace 
m our country. There is a great 
danger oi the internees becoming 
the forgotten people in our present 
peace ' 

I ) ISHQP Daly said tha t there 
' ' were very many people who had 

never given active support to vio-
lence but resentment and anger at 
internment had stopped them from 
expressing unequivocal opposition 
to violence. 

"In our discussion in Derry on 
January 18th. while expressing 
shock at the breakdown of the 
ceasefire : Mr Rees spoke of the 
futility of teasefires that had dead-
lines You said that in the event 
of an indefinite ceasefire much 
would be possible. You also said 
that internment could be speedily 
ended :n such a situation. Yet 
just A few weeks ago you men-
tioned an 18 month time-scale for 
this operation." 

Bishop Daly also said in his 
letter "On January 30th, before 
the present ceasefire began, I said 
I was convinced that in the event 
of an indefinite ceasefire, intern-
ment would be speedily ended. I 
made that statement on the basis 
of the assurances you gave me on 
January 18th. I now feel you have 
gone jack on your word." 

ARMY STIRRING IT UP 
""J"HE British Goevrnment has 

effectively prevented army 
officers in Northern Ireland 
from continuing a 'black propa-
ganda' campaign against suspec-
ted extremists by taking over 
control of the department that 
decides the army and police 
information policy in the 
province." 

W h e r e did that come f r o m '.' 
F r o m t h e august co lumns of the 
" L o n d o n T imes" of M a r c h 25th, 
1975. 

T h e a r m y used to p l ea se itself 
and t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a s n o w 
t a k e n ove r . And w h a t did it 
p lease t o do '? On t h e f a c e of it 
tel l l ies abou t people it d idn ' t 
l ike. 

T h e reve la t ions p u b l i s h e d in 
t h e " T i m e s " make this desc r ip -
t ion u n d e r s t a t e m e n t n u m b e r 
one. 
Q N E of t h e reasons w h y t h e 
v G o v e r n m e n t had to s t ep in 
w a s t h a t the a rmy had been 
" l e a k i n g " informat ion , s o m e of 
it h igh ly l ibel lous abou t U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d Irish b u s i n e s s m e n 
a l l eged ly suppor t ing t h e I.R.A. 

ELECTION 
(Continued from Page One) 

m u r d e r s go on u n c h e c k e d by 
t h e s e c u r i t y forces ? 

T h e w h o l e idea of p a s s i n g a 
Bill of R i g h t s was to m a k e pos-
sible a f r e e election on t h e basis 
of w h i c h t h e r e could be a pro-
cess of reconci l ia t ion a n d con-
s t i t u t i ona l progress. 

T h e Bill of Rights shou ld 
h a v e b e e n passed b e f o r e t h e 
e lec t ion w a s held ? We a r e en-
t i t led t o ask if this is n o t jus t 
a n o t h e r cynica l trick de s igned 
e i the r to w a l k the Ir ish in to a 
t r ap of t h e i r own vol i t ion , or 
push t h e m in by the wi l l of 
Br i t a in — to create an e l a b o r a t e 
excuse f o r annexing t h e s ix 
coun t i e s t o England as h a s been 
sugges ted by Mr Enoch P o w e l l . 

M e a n w h i l e we must d e m a n d , 
t h a t if t h i s election is to be held, 
f u l l y i n d e p e n d e n t obse rve r s a r e 
s t a t ioned in every key p o i n t to 
m a k e s u r e t h a t the u sua l p ro-
cess of impersona t ion a n d in-
t i m i d a t i o n is not resor ted to by 
the Union is t s . Without a d e q u a t e 
g u a r a n t e e s th is e lec t ion be-
comes e v e n more of a f a r c e . 

They h a v e been involved in 
forging "prov i s iona l" posters . 

They h a v e collected in tense ly 
personal i n f o r m a t i o n not only 
on a l leged r epub l i can sup-
porters . but also on business-
men. and finally on jou rna l i s t s 
whose sole func t ion w a s to find 
out w h a t was going on and 
repor t it. 

An ofiicer of the Special Air 
Services w a s de ta i led to ask 
Rober t Fisk of the "Times" to 
dinner . D u r i n g t h e meal t h e 
officer asked for t h e sources 
f rom which the r e p o r t e r had 
compiled r epor t s about t h e 
a rmy. 

He inven ted a non-ex is ten t 
Catholic l i eu t enan t in a regi-
men t t h a t had se rved in t h e 
Ardoyne dis t r ic t . A n d he con-
firmed t h a t t h e m a t t e r was fol-
lowed up. even though the S.A.S. 
m a n had promised tha t t h e 
in fo rmat ion would on no 
account be d ivulged. 
• p H E a r m y is also said to have 

" l eaked" a s tory involving a 
p rominen t P r o t e s t a n t pol i t ic ian 
in the k i d n a p p i n g of G e r m a n 
consul N i e d e r m a v e r . 

What then has the a r m y been 
playing at ? 

The "T imes" does not suggest 
an exp lana t i on. but we th ink w e 
can. The a r m y has been en-

gaged in the old g a m e of 
" s t i r r ing it up". It has long 
been a l leged that the S A S m e n 
u n d e r t o o k de l ibera te assass ina-
t ions of individuals on bo th 
sides, for till" purpose of g e t t i n g 
t h e sec ta r i an w a r f a r e g o i n g 
again . 
M N F O R T U N A T E L Y t h e fact 

t ha t t l ie G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
n o w t a k e n control does n o t 
m e a n tha t the j iggery-pokery is 
going to stop. It will still be 
open to t h e m to " leak" scur r i l i -
ties. like for example , t h e 
a l lega t ion made that a c e r t a i n 
A m e r i c a n bus inessman-had com-
mi t t ed fo r ty adul te r ies in t h r e e 
months . 

Is It not t ime tha t P a r l i a m e n t 
decided to have an enqu i ry i n t o 
t h e b e h a v i o u r of the a r m y ? 

F r a n k l y we do not be l i eve 
t h a t t hey a r e a law to t h e m -
selves and tha t the G o v e r n -
m e n t canno t control t h e m . 
T h e y do w h a t they p lease be-
cause t hey a r e allowed to. A n d 
th i s latest change of u l t i m a t e 
respons ib i l i ty , whi le it m a y do 
no m o r e t h a n curb t h e w o r s t 
excesses, shows that if t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t wishes to, it h a s 
t h e p o w e r to end all t h e s e 
abuses . 

It should use tha t p o w e r 
speedi ly . 

LIBERATION MOVES ON INTERNMENT 
A T the London Area Conference 

-1 * of "Liberation" (formerly the 
Movement for Colonial Freedom) 
on Saturday. March 15th, among 
resolutions on the Middle East. 
South Africa, The West Indies, the 
following was passed, moved by 
South London Branch. Connolly 
A s s o c i a t i o n and accepted 
unanimously: 

This Conference bitterly deplores 
and condemns the Labour Govern-
ment's continued pursuit of Tory 
policies of repression in Northern 
Ireland and the failure of the 
Gardiner Committee to produce 
any positive proposals. The 
policy pursued and the, failure to 
follow up the peace initiatives at 
Christmas have not only caused 
continued suffering to people there, 
but are eroding and endangering 
civil liberties in Britain, particu-
larly through the vindictive appli-
cation of the "Prevention of 
Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) 
Act 1974". 
/ CONFERENCE calls on all Labour 

MPs, and particularly those who 

are linked with Liberation, to press 
harder than ever before for a 
democratic settlement based on: 

Immediate ending of Intern-
ment. 

An end to harassment of the 
nationalist population in Northern 
Ireland. 

Withdrawal of British troops to 
barracks pending a complete with-
drawal by stages. 

A Bill of Rights to provide 
effective protection against dis-
crimination and abuse of police 
powers. 

No renewal of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. 

Recognition of the Irish people's 
right to self-determination." 

REPUBLICAN 
FEUD CHECKED 
t S a result of efforts at media-

-* * lion by a prominent twenty-six 
county Trade Unionist, the shoot-
ing war between the "official" IRA 
and Irish Republican Socialist 
Party i IRSPSi has been brought 
to an end. At least, so we hope. 

It ha.s been alleged that the 
difference arose because a number 
of "officials" wished to join the 
"provisionals" in their urban 
guerilla war against the English 
army. 

For that reason they held arms 
belonging to the "officials" from 
which they had broken. 

Then the truce came and the 
war policy had to be abandoned. 
The IRSPS therefore do not have 
a military wing in operation. But 
the "officials" wanted their guns 
back, and it is also said that they 
claim certain premises held by the 
IRSPS. 

While the dispute still goes on. 
it is at least good news that the 
shooting has stopped. Whatever 
the rights and wrongs of the split, 
shooting is not the way to solve 
the problem. 

Price sisters now 
in Armagh 

THANKS largely to the efforts 
of Mr A. W. Staliard, MP, and 

a eroup of his colleagues, the long 
delayed promise to return the Price 
sisters to Ireland if they went oft 
their hunser strike has at last been 
implemented. 

They have been visited by their 
father Mr Albert Price. 

It is understood that Mr Jenkins 
is now giving consideration to a 
proposition that other Irish 
Republican prisoners should be 
transferred to Ireland for the 
completion of their sentence. 

Mr Stallard is also taking up 
the case of Jimmy Lindsay who 
was arrested in Birmingham for an 
offence committed five years ago 
in Belfast, and was subsequently 
lodged in Magilligan, where it is 
almost impossible for his wife, who 
remains in the family home in 
Birmingham, to visit him. 

It would undoubtedly assist Mr 
Stallard if Trade Unions were to 
pass a resolution calling for the 
transfer of Jimmy Lindsay to a 
Jail near Birmingham on humani-
tarian grounds. 

WHAT ABOUT A WINE WELL? 

SINISTER PREPARATIONS FOR CIVIL WAR 
I )ID ;.ou see those sinister hooded 

characters from the Ulster 
Volunt°er Force (UVF) on the tele-
vision and the newspaper front-
pages the other week? Photos taken 
at t h u r press conference where 
the- o.'vnh boasted of their part in 
indi-c-urinate mass-slaughter and 
a-sa> ra t ion of Catholics in Bel-
l a s t 

W -r^ they arrested by the police 
or charged with offences? Not a 
bit o: :t The leaders of the UVF 
can tru e or less walk in and out 
of Mere n Ree's office any time. 
They were legalised a year ago and 
officials at the Northern Ireland 
Office > ke refuge behind the easy 
claim that the UVF has a military 
and political wing and that ban-
ning this organisation, which has 
oponlv claimed responsibility for sec-
tarian m irders, would damage Mr 
Rees' a'.tempts to encourage it to 
"go pou'..,\il". 

Here -s a sample of the way Mr 
Ree^' attitude encouraged the UVF 
to "-O political". It Is taken from 
a recent issue of the UVF journal, 
Combat, under the bold headline: 
"The UVF, Armed Vanguard of the 
loyalist People." The previous 
issue explained under a similar 

heading: "The UVF is a military 
organisation I" 

This is what Combat says about 
the UVF: "The prime objective of 
the UVF is to train, equip and dis-
cipline a dedicated force of Ulster 
patriots. The UVF reserves the 
right to take such effective mea-
sures as it may from time to time 
consider necessary for the defeat 
of terrorism, aggression and in-
surrection. 

"The UVF maintains the right to 
resist by force of arms if necessary 
any attempt by any government to 
impose an unjust and undemocratic 
system . . . 

"There are limited vacancies in 
all areas for combatant and non-
combatant recruits who are pre-
pared to serve under strict disci-
pline." 

There is an application form 
which asks people to give name, 
age and address, and state "I wish 
to receive fur ther Information re-
garding the UVF as I am interested 
in enlisting as a combatant non-
combatant volunteer. Delete where 
applicable." 
r P H E journal also states in the 

form of an announcement from 
the Portndown UVF: "We would 
remind the loyalist people that the 

convention is the last possible 
chance lor a peaceful solution to 
the Ulster problem. If the Conven-
tion fails then nothing but CIVIL 
WAR will decide the issue." 

Leaders of this organisation, 
openly engaged in recruiting "com-
batant volunteers" lor a promised 
civil war, are widely known and 
are regular visitors to Mr Rees, Mr 
Orme and their senior civil servants 
m Stormont Castle. Instead of this 
body, which has openly proclaimed 
itself to be an armed murder gang, 
being politically isolated and dis-
owned by the Northern Ireland 
office, they are treated in a way 
which fills them with confidence 
and courage, enabling many ordin-
ary citizens who would otherwise 
not touch them with a barge-pole 
to do so without losing self-esteem 
or respectability. 

It throws a lurid light on the 
policy of Mr Rees and his col-
leagues and should strengthen the 
demand of those in the British 
Labour Movement that Merlyn Rees 
should end internment, deal firmly 
with sectarian murders and stop 
encouraging organisations who are 
openly recruiting armed "combat-
ants" for a civil war. 

I^IRST of all there were Common 
Market Butter Mountains — 

or "Butterbergs", as the Germans 
called them — hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of butter which were 
kept off the market in order to 
keep prices high — which were 
then turned into oil or sold off to 
the Russians at a few pennies a 
pound. 

Then there were the Common 
Market Meat-Ships, floating cold-
stores in the various ports of 
Europe, with thousands of tons of 
good, prime meat taken "into inter-
vention" — again in order to keep 
prices high for the housewives. The 
meat is kept in meat-ships because 
the cold-stores on land are full to 
overflowing 

Again the Russians have done 
well out of it, as well as the big 
farmers who are paid high prices 
for the "intervention beef" by the 
EEC Agricultural Fund. The other 
month 20,000 tons of Irish prime 
beef was sold to the Russians by 
the EEC at 20 pence a lb. The deal 
was concluded by a French firm 
on behalf of the EEC, and the 
firm concerned made £6 million 
profit on this and related meat 
transactions. 

OW there is a Wine Lake in 
1 " the Common Market vast 
gallonage of French and Italian 
wine accumulating in the storage 
tanks of the EEC, with the same 
purpose in mind — to keep prices 
higher for the public than they 
otherwise would be. 

Fat Christopher Soames is wor-
ried that the EEC might try and 
sell this off abroad at dumped 
prices as well, because they are 

running out of tanks in which to 
keep the stuff. He is afraid that if 
this occurs before the June referen-
dum there will be another outcry 
against the lunatic EEC food policy. 
So he has given orders in Brussels 
that every effort must be made to 
prevent the "wine lake" spilling 
over for the benefit of the Russians 
or other consumers outside the EEC 
until after June at least. 

And if harvests are good 
throughout the EEC this year, there 
is likely to be a recurrence of the 
"Grain Mountain" of a few years 
ago. And do you know how they 
got rid of tha t? 
r r H E Y got rid of it by means of 

a system of "denaturing pre-
miums". And what in heaven's 
name are they? 

They were sums of money used 
to buy blue and purple dye, which 
was then added to the grain to 
make it unfit for human consump-
tion For the EEC people calcu-
lated that people would never take * 
to purple bread! Hence it was "de-
natured". 

These facts about the Common 
Market are absolutely true. This is 
the kind of food system which the 
British and the Danes and the Irish 
have had foisted upon them. James 
Callaghan and Harold Wilson have 
failed to get th is system altered one 
iota. With every day that passes 
the Meat Mountain and Wine Lake 
are growing bigger and more ex-
tensive. 

It is important that everyone in 
Britain anti the Six Counties are 
made aware of these facts in the 
next two months before the 
referendum 
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H U S H S O N G S 

COME BACK, PADDY 
REILLY 

• y H E Garden of Eden has vanished they say, 

But I know the lie of it still. 

Just turn to the left at the bridge of Finea, 

And stop when half-way to Cootehill. 

'Tis there I will find it, I know sure enough, 
When fortune has come to my call. 
Oh, the grass it is green around Ballyjamestiuff, 

And the blue sky is over it a l l ! 
And tones that are tender and tones that are gruff 

Are whispering over the sea, 
"Come back, Paddy Reilly, to Batlyjamesdufl, 

Come home, Paddy Reilly, to me." 
My Mother once told me that when I was born, 

The day that I first saw the light, 

I looked down the street on that very first morn 

And gave a great crow of delight. 
Now most new-born babies appear in a huff 

And start with a sorrowful squall, 
But I knew I was born in Ballyjamesdufl 

And that's why I smiled on them a l l ! 

The baby's a man now, he's toil-worn and tough. 
Still, whispers come over the sea, 

"Come back, Paddy Reilly, to Ballyjamesduff, 
Come home, Paddy Reilly, to me." 

Casadh an tSugain 
ML PH na bhfeart cad do chas san duthaigh seo me 

^ Is gur mo chailin deas a gheobhainn im duthaighin beag 
fein, 

Gur casadh me isteach mar a raibh searc agus grach mo cheibh, 
Is gur cuir an tsean-bhean amach le casadh an tsugain me. 

Curfa: Ma bhionn tu liom bi liom 
Bi liom a stoirin mo chroidhe. 
Ma bhionn tu liom bi iiom 
Bi liom os comhair an tsaoghal 
Ma bhionn tu liom bi liom 
i ngac orlach i do chroidhe 
He molean le fonn nach liom thu 
Be Domhnaigh mar mhnaoi. j J 

Tat mo ©heannsa liath le blain is ni le crionnacht e 
NMtoathaidb na breithre na braithre pe sa domhan soeal 
>* taim id dhiadh le bliadhain is gan fail agam ort fein 
te£nr geal le fia me ar slrabh go mbeadh gair con 'na tfhiaNJh. 

Bo threbhfainn, d'fhuirsfinn, chaifnn siol ins a chre 
's do dheanfainn obair shoeair, aJainn, mhin, reidh, 
Bo chuifinn cru fen each is mire shiull riamh at fear 
l»<na hoalodh bean le fear na deanfadh-san fein. 

E I L E E N O G E 
E I L E E N O G E ! an' that the darlin's name is, 
" Through the Barony her features they were famous; 
If we loved her who is there to blame us, 
For wasn't she the Pride of Petravore ? 
Bot her beauty made u« all so shy, 

a man could look her in the eye, 
O boys! sure that's the reason why 

We're mournin' for the Pride of Petravore. 

C H O R U S : 

Eileen Oge! me heart is growin' grey 
Ever since the day you wandered far away; 
Eileen Oge! there's good fish in the say, 
But there's no one like the Pride of Petravore. 

Friday at the fair of Ballintobber, 
Etteon met McGratte the cattk jobber, 
PH-titie to sot me mark upon the robber, 
For he stole away the Pride of Petravore. 
Mi never seem'd to see the girl at alt, 
Evott when she ogled him underneath her shawl, 
Lobbitt* big and masterful whan she was lookin' small, 
Most provoking for the Prida of Petravore. 

boys! with fate 'tis- hard to grapple, 
I f m y eye 'tis Eileen was tho apple, 
A d d now to see hor walMn' to the Chapel 
Whfr the hardest featured mon in Petravore. 
Now boys this Is all I have to say; 
Whon you do your eourtln' make no display, 
f t you want them to run after you just walk the other way, 
For they're mostly like the Prido of Petravore. 

— Percy French 

THE BOYS OF 
BARNASRAIDE 

Q H , the town it climbs the 
mountain 
And looks upon the sea ; 

At sfeeprng time or waking 
_ It's there I long to be 

To see again that little place 
Where first I grew a man 
With the boys of Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

With cudgels stout we roamed 
about 

To hunt the dreoilin 
We searched for birds in every 

furze 
From Nipper to Buneen ; 
We jumped for joy, beneath 

the sky 
Life held no print nor plan 
A* we boys of Barnasraide 
Went hunting for the wran. 

And when the hills were 
blazing 

And the rifles were aflame 
To the rebel hills of Kerry 
The Saxon stranger came. 
And the lads who fought the 

Auxies 
And beat the Black and Tan 
Were those boys from Barnas-

raide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

And now they toil on foreign 
soil 

Where they have gone their 
way 

Deep in the heart of London 
Town 

Or over on Broadway, 
And I am left to sing their 

deeds 
And praise them as I can 
The boys of Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

So here's a health to them 
tonight 
The boys who roamed with me 
Through the groves of Carron 

River 
Or the slopes of Vennatee— * 
John Dolly and Bat Andy, 
The Sheehans, Con and Dan 
And all those boys of Barnas-

raide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

And when my lamp of life runs 
out 

And peace comes over me 
Just lay me down near- that old 

town 
Between the hills and sea ; 
In those green fields I'll make 

my peace 
Where first my life began 
With the boys of Barnasraide 
Who hunted for the wran. 

THE GENTLE 
MAHDEN 

THERE'S one that is pure as an 
angel 

And fair as the flowers In May; 
They caU her the Gentle Maiden 
Whenever she takes her way. 
Her eyes have th« glanee of sunlight 
As it brightens the btue sea wave, 
But more than the deep sea treasure 
The love of her heart I crave. 

Though parted afar from my darling 
I dream of her everywhere! 
ThS sound of her voioe is about me 
The spoil of her preeewoe there. 

THE FOCCY DEW 
y y S down the glen one Easter morn to a city fair rode I, 

Three armed lines of marching men in squadrons passed rm by; 
No pipe did hum, no battle drum did sound its loud rattoo, 
But the Angelus bell o'er the Liffey's swell rang out through the froggy dew. 

Right proudly high o'er Dublin town they hung out the flag of war; 
It was better to die 'neath an Irish sky than at Suvla or Sud-ehBar; 
And from the plains of Royal Meath strong men came hurrying through, 
While Britannia's Huns, with their six-inch guns sailed in through the 

foggy dew. 

Oh the night fell black and the rifle's crack made perfidious Albion reel, 
'Mid the leaden rain seven tongues of flame did shine o'er the lines ef steel; 
By each shining blade a prayer was said that to Ireland her sons be true 
And when morning broke still the war flag shook out its folds through the 

foggy dew. 

'Twas England bade our Wild Geese go that small nations might fee free, 
But their lonely graves are by Suvla's waves or the fringe of the great 

North Sea; 
Oh had they died by Pearse's side, or had fought with Cathal Birugha, 
Their names we'd keep where the Fenians sleep, 'neath the shroud ef the 

foggy dew. 

But the bravest fell and the requiem bell rang mournfully and clear 
For those who died that Eastertide in the springtime of the year, 
While the world did gaze with deep amaze, at those fearless men but few 
Who bore the fight that freedom's light might shine through the foggy dew. 

Back through the glen I rode again, and my heart with grief was sore, 
For I parted then with valiant men who I never shall see mere; 
But to and fro in my dreams I go, and I kneel and pray for you. 
For slavery fled, oh glorious dead, when you fell in the foggy dew. 

REV. P. O'NEILL. 

MOUNT MASSEY 
i L O N G to remember those bright days of yore, 

Which sweetly with Joy I beguiled. 
The friends who frequented my old cabin floor, 

And comrades I loved when a child 
How I longed for to roam, by Mount Massey's green groves 

Or poooh by the light of the moon, 
That spot off my birth, there's no equal on e a r t h -

Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

CHORUS: 
So friends come with me, and 'tis there you will see 

The apples and oherries in bloom. 
And 'tis you I'll invite, where I first saw the l i g h t -

In Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

In the sweet summer time, when the season was fine, 
What fun would be there at the gate. 

The colleens would smHe as they sat on the stile, 
While the sweethearts their love-tales relate. 

When dancing was over, we'd stroll through the park, 
Each lad with his lassie in bloom. 

That spot of my birth, there's no equal on e a r t h -
Mount Massey, the flower of Macroom. 

So now I must roam, from my own Irish home, 
And cross o'er the wi ld raging sea, 

To leave friends behind both loving and kind, 
And the colleens wlio dearly loved me. 

Though fortune may smtle, far away from our isle, 
I'll pray that the day wil l come soon, 

When I'll stray once again, by the lovely d o m a i n -
Mount Massey, the flower of Maeroom. 

Vital conference Communists meet 

And whether my 

The faoe et- that-
Wilt follow me tilt I 

granted 
me by 

in Oxford 
T TNDER- the1 joint auspices of the 

Connolly Association and 
NICROC, an extremely successful 
conference was held at Ruskin 
College on Sunday, March 9th. 

Speakers were Miss Elizabeth 
Sinclair, mating her last public 
appearance as secretary of the 
Belfast Trades Council, Miss 
Madge Davison, Organiser of 
NIGRA, and Mr Desmond Greaves, 
Editor of the "Irish Democrat". 

Conference was attended by 
about sixty Trade Union delegates, 
from Witney in Gloucestershire to 
Bletchley in Buckingham. One o* 
the highlights was the report frem 
Mr Joe Gallagher of Bletchley who 
was arrested and held several days 
under the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act, and only released as a result 
of pressure from local Trade 
Unionists and members of Parlia-
ment. The organisers ef the Con-
ference are to be congratulated. 

in Dublin 
(Continue* from Page Four) 

the British Government should de-
clare an aim, not announce an im-
mediate course of action. At the same 
time it pin-points the most vital and 
fundamental change possible in 
Britain's policy towards Ireland, the 
relinquishment of the claim to 
sovereignty in another nation's terri-
tory. 

The resolution called for parallel 
democratization of the twenty-six 
counties, and the repeal of thr 
Offences against the State Act. 

Delegates came f rem thirteen Dub-
lin branches, as well as branches in 
Belfast, Enniskillen, Waterford, Cork 
City, Sligo, Craigavon, Newtownabbcy 
and Mayo. There were forty delegates 
from the six counties, eighty from the 
twenty-six. It was said that there has 
been a phenomenal growth in the 
party's influence and Membership 
over the past two. years, and this was 
by far the lurgest gnUtt»i»« e r a seen. 
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B O O K S 

• i rorists ar.d Terrorism", by 
dwara H\ams (J. M. Dent, 

l3.50). 
Mind of the Terrorist", by 

Ceroid McKnight (Michael 
Joseph, £3.50). 

\ \ ' E are constantly being tola 
' ' that the right to kill belongs 

ly to governments. Edward 
H ams starts f rom the insight that 
it this is t rue the descendants of 
CVar Nicholas are the r ightful 
rulers ot Russia, Israel belongs to 
ilv. Arabs and the United States 

I- disloyal British colonies. His 
book is the first unemotional study 
ot its subject I have seen from a 
British publisher. St. Thomas 
Aquinas and John Milton are 
amongst those he lists as defenders 
o: man's obvious right to oppose 
w.th terror the terror of unjust 
government, a l ight embodied in 
English law which, until recently, 
guaranteed freedom to terrorists on 
the run f rom other countries. 

In reviewing the history of vio-
lence as a political method the 
author begins with the theorists 
ar.d practitioners of nineteenth-
century Russia and Germany, 
though he could as validly have 
begun with antiquity: Cicero's 

Is objectivity 
in fashion again? 

orations ana the annals of Tacitus 
tell of many successful violent re-
volts. The examples given, from the 
Serbian Black Hand to the Pales-
tinian Black September, are suffi-
cient to show first tha t political 
terrorism often succeeds, and 
secondly that to condemn it on 
moral grounds is mere rhetoric 
unless the condemnation is ex-
tended to international wars. 
I T H E double-think concerning the 

current ceasefire in N. Ireland 
illustrates most of Mr Hyman's 
main points. Britain's ruling oli-
garchy still applies to the Pro-
visionals the stale vocabulary of 
abuse left over from the last war, 
while observing a treaty which 
must not be called by its true name. 
Britain's own terror methods — 
internment, torture, saturation 
searches, SAS gangsterism and so 
on — have been brought dramati-
cally to a halt while politicians of 

every brand keep up the absurd 
pretence that they were never prac-
tised. 

In spite or many inaccuracies the 
account of N. Ireland is approxi-
mately realistic. On the larger 
scale it is refreshing to find a book 
which treats rebellion, anarchism, 
armed conspiracy and guerrilla 
warfare as extensions of politics 
just like war between states, equally 
deplorable and equally inevitable. 

To make the second of these 
books an English journalist of the 
staunchly unprogressive kind toted 
his tape-recorder to Belfast, the 
Middle East, Cyprus, Argentina, 
Uruguay, Canada, the U.S., ana 
J a p a n (inexplicably skipping 
Africa) and interviewed a series of 
people of no great significance. The 
declared intention was to penetrate 
their minds, but the result is 180 
pages of knowing chit-chat ("A 
highly placed tupamaro supporter 

told me . . . "i. There is a good 
deal of cloak-and-dagger stuff, but 
for the most part we are left with 
the impression of a more than 
usually gullible innocent abroad. He 
never questioned the late Tommy 
Herron's claim to have founded 
the UDA single-handed af ter watch-
ing the Provos shoot 40 worshippers 
leaving a church — a Catholic 
church — on the Newtownards 
road. But then he adduces the 
Widgery report as evidence without 
even pretending to have read it: 
"The Widgery tribunal is said to 
have heard witnesses from Italian 
terrorist groups." 

The unavowed purpose of all this 
is plain enough — to lump together 
all forms of protest and associate 
them with crime. But it is a weak 
effort. The newspapers do it bet-
ter. Indeed at one point the author 
gives up and simply lifts his 
account of the international con-
ference of guerrillas at Florence in 
1971 f rom a local right-wing paper. 
The bad spelling, poor writing, 
repetitions, contradictions, omis-
sions and lack of an index are but 
minor shortcomings in an otherwise 
worthless book. 

EAVANN CONOR 

NAIVE AND SINCERE 1 5 0 Y E A R S LATER AND STILL 
"Woodbrook", by David Thom-

son (Barrie 8c Jenkins, £3.75). 

v i^OODBROOK was the country 
' ' estate of Major Kirkwood and 

h u Anglo-Irish family. Situated 
near Usna between Boyle and 
Carrick on Shannon, it had been 
owned by their ancestors since the 
early 17th century. In 1932, aged 
eighteen, David Thomson went 
there as tutor to the eleven year 
old daughter Phoebe. Against a 
background of Irish history and 
family history, this book tells of 
the author's ten year aquaintance 
with Woodbrook and of his love for 
Phoebe. 

He believed this love was recipro-
cated with affectionate familiarity, 
yec Phoebe's mother was able to 
prevent their relationship becoming 
too serious. As a result the man 
abandoned even his current manu-
script to bicycle off on a roundabout 
route looking for an island cottage 
in Bertraboy Bay for the family 
hoLday. The tragedy is not tha t 
David Thomson hung on to memo-
ries of Phoebe, but that after their 
inconclusive relationship she be-
came seriously ill and died. 

Stemming f rom the innocence the 
author admits, and from his ex-
periences at Woodbrook is an almost 
naive sincerity suited to the easy, 
everyday style of this book. It is 

unfortunate that an Oxford edu-
cation allows a sometimes cumber-
some punctuation or lack of it! 

While the writer has purged his 
sorrow and memories in the writing 
of this book, he has controlled and 
tailored them among Irish history. 
His book fills some of the gap which 
he points out is laid in the biased 
accounts of Irish history in English 
textbooks. 

TILLA BRADING 

NOT FREE 

BUTCHER'S 
DOZEN' 

fXEAR EDITOR,—I recently went 
U to Dublin for a weekend. 

On the Friday night leaving Holy-
head the passengers queued up like 
patient sheep until they could pass 
the seourity man, who asked 
questions which can only be des-
cribed as absurd and In no way re-
lated to seourity. 

The only reason I could think of 
was that they wanted to show their 
power and Importance. 

Naturally I wanted to know what 
it would be like on the way baok. 

Well at 6 ajn. in themorning, as 
the passengers who stayed on 
board all night came off the ship, 
there was not a single official in 
sight, neither oustoms nor security 
men or anybody else. We Just 
walked off and got on the train. 

What's the oonoluslon? The 
oonolusion I draw is that the big 
fuss is made when there are people 
to see it. It's Just a big advertising 
stunt to harass the Irish and turn 
the English against us. When there 
is nobody to impress, the way is 
left wide open, and we OM00 fcpve 
brought anything Into t | » jmiitry. 

1 "link all.tt»e . M m T j f ^ t e r 
s.gn m m g g s g g a 

'The Poetry of Thomas Kinsella', 
by Maurice Harmon (Wolf-
hound : hardback £2.50; 
paperback £1.50). 

MAURICE HARMON concerns 
himself rather with the 

themes than with the quality of 
Thomas Kmsella's poetry of the 
past 23 years. 

Although the exegesis is some-
times opaque, making the obscure 
incomprehensible, he succeeds in 
tracing a pattern of sensibility 
common to the poems written in 
the littles, the 'sixties and the 
'seventies. A feeling of purpose 
and determination, already clearly 
marked in POEMS (1956) and 
DOWNSTREAM (1962) is further 
developed in WORMWOOD (1966), 
and appears as a philosophy of 
resignation, an acceptance of life 
as ordtial mitigated by the ex-
periences of love and Imaginative 
creativity, in NIGHTWALKER 
(1968) and NEW POEMS (1973). 

The grave, sombre nature of the 
poetry, relieved sometimes, as in 
"Nightwalker", by the "morose con-

demnation" of realistic satire, is 
related to the poet's instinctive 
personality as revealed in his criti-
cal opinions, and also to his forma-
tive experiences in the cultural 
barrenness of postwar Dublin. Be-
cause of his persistent exploration 
of the human dilemma, which he 
peroeives as a tension between 
mortality and the power to •licit 
order through passionate feeling 
and creativity, Kinsella must be 
regarded as a major poet. 

It Is evident that only a man of 
strong eonvietidn would have risked 
an established imputation by pub-
lishing "Butcher's Dozen", his only 
poem on a publio theme, within 
eight days of the Wltfgory report on 
the killings of Bloodf, Sunday. His 
main work, partly baoause of the 
preponderance of long,' Intrloateiy-
struotured poems, demands more 
thoughtful reading, for sihloh Mau-
rloe Harmon here provides a valu-
able aid. 

SEAMUS TREACY 

"Collected Works, Karl Marx 
and Frederick Engels. Vol. !, 
Marx: 1835-1843" (Lawrence 
and Wishart, 860pp., £3). 

i^FHIS is the first volume of the 
complete works of Marx and 

Engels in the English language, 
and at the price is astonishing 
value for money. The production 
conforms to the highest standards 
and too much praise cannot be be-
stowed on the talented panel of 
editors and translators in the three 
countries co-operating in the pro-
ject. ,— 

Marx's early letters, school essays, 
poems, and first political writings 
appear in chronological order for. 
the first time, and fascinating read-
ing they make. 

The doctoral dissertation on the 
difference between the philosophy 
of nature of Democritirs and Epi-
curus shows Marx's mind brilliantly 
grappling with concepts, but stuf-
fing them into a Hegelian strait-
jacket as one might say with a 
"there you are". It is interesting 
to compare this pre-Marxian Marx 
with George Thomson's "The .first 
philosophers", where classical con-
cepts are analysed by the method 
Marx was to mature over the next 
forty years, and a fur ther century 
of scientific discovery' was to 
enrich and refine. 
T T was in the school of political 
^ journalism that Marx's ideas 
began to advance beyond Hegel's, 
though all his writings in this 
volume are strongly influenced by 

him. The contents of a number af 
notebooks are published here, one 
setting out a plan for a work on 
Hegel's philosophy of nature. 

Of course it is impossible to do 
justice to 806 pages of closely 
packed information. Irish readers 
will however be interested to know 
tha t Ireland is mentioned but once, 
and enjoy the quotation: 

"Once a state includes several 
creeds having equal rights it can 
no longer be a religious state with-
out being in violation of the rights 
of the particular creeds, a church 
which condemns all adherents of 
different creeds as heretics, which 
makes every morsel of bread de-
pend on one's faith, and makes 
dogma the link between individuals 
and their existence as citizens of 
the state. Ask the Catholic in-
habitants of "poor green Erin; ask 
the Huguenots before the French 
revolution: they did not appeal to 
religion, for their religion was not 
the state religion; they appealed to 
the "Rights of Humanity", and 
philosophy interprets the rights of 
humanity and demands tha t the 
state should be a state of human 
nature." 

Marx would have been surprised 
to know tha t nearly a century and 
a half since he wrote thus, there 
would be an agitation going on in 
a par t of Ireland, where the ascend-
ancy he condemned had survived 
thanks to English coercion, the 
same appeal would continue, and a 
Bill of Rights still remain un-
granted. C.D.G. 

FROM THE GAELTEACHT 
lore Commission has collected in 
various par ts of Ireland, particu-
larly the Irish-speaking parts of the 
south and west with the strongest 
Gaelic tradition. 

A scheme in 1937 allowed child-
ren in the primary schools to col-
lect traditional lore from their 
parents and elderly neighbours. 
Their teachers answered question-
naires. Consequently the Depart-
ment of Folklore at the University 
College in Dublin possesses one and 
a half million pages of written folk-
lore and thousands of records and 
tapes. 

Sean O'Sullivan has been Archi-
vist of the Irish Folklore Commis-
sion since it was set up, and has 
vast knowledge of its material. The 
stories he has chosen have been 
selected to interest readers who 
may have no knowledge of Irish 
traditional storytelling. From his 
large specialised knowledge, Sean 
O'Sullivan has created a well an-
notated book for those, who would 
like to obtain a deeper knowledge 
of this subject but, more particu-
larly this is a book to bring enjoy-
ment for all the family. 

TILLA BRADING 

"The Folklore of Ireland", by 
Sean O'Sullivan (Batsford, 
£3. 

IRELAND has the oldest vernacu-
* lar literature in Western 

Europe. Consequently a book of 
this size (189 pages) sets itself a 
difficult task in selecting from the 
folk tales, riddles, folk prayers, 
popular charms, proverbs, songs 
and ballads. Some of each are in-
cluded, but most of the book is 
devoted to folk tales. 

The tales are divided into four 
types. These are mythological and 
hero tales, ordinary folk tales, 
legends and folk belief, and histori-
cal tradition. Each tale is preceded 
by an explanation of its origin and 
place in Irish folklore. Sean O'Sul-
livan says he has tried as far as 
possible to give the flavour of the 
originals, but points out that some 
of their verve is lost in translation. 

In 1935 the Irish government in 
Dublin set up the Irish Folklore 
Commission. Its purpose was to 
collect andpreserve as much as pos-
sible of Ireland's traditional lore. 
In 1973 there was a team of five 
full-time collectors. The Irish Folk-

ROMANESQUE 
"Irish Art in I he Romanesque 

Period, 1020-1170 A.D.", by 
Francoisi' Henrv (Methuen, 
£1.90). 

' I ' H I S third book of a sene.-, deais 
with book-illumination, metal-

wnrk and sculpture of the century 
and a half between the defeat of 
the Vikings and the coming of the 
Normans. Stone churches, those 
oi Glendalough and Clonmacnois 
for example, are .still of the rec-
tangular, unpartitioned type with-
out tower or transept, round towers 
are already ancient moouments, 
carved crosses like those at Cashel 
and KUfenora are in a very dif-
ferent mode from the ninth and 
tenth-century examples of Monas-
terboice and Kells, while the rare 
specimens of croziers, shrines and 
book-containers and the few 
illuminated books (apart from one 
gorgeous small psalter in the 
British Museum) are not markedly 
dissimilar f rom those of the pre-
ceding centuries of warfare. 

The great novelty of the period 
lies in the sculptured portals and. 
chancel arches which now largely 
replace the crosses as the medhHft 
of devotional art. Dr. Henry iden-
tifies resemblances between these 
and architectural decoration -in 
Germany and France, countries 
with which Ireland was in even 
closer contact than in earlier cen-
turies through pilgrimages to Com-
postela and Rome made by clerical 
and lay rulers; the great movement 
of church reform in the twelfth 
century was either the cause or the 
result of these journeys, at least-in 
part. 

She also traces affinities with 
Scandinavian art, most notably -in 
certain decorative motifs such as 
the elongated beasts with en-
twined snakes and floral appen-
dages which are found on vellum, 
stone and metal. This book, with 
its lavish and brilliant illustrations 
and its bibliography, has all the 
excellence of the earlier ones and 
the added interest of describing art-
forms just before their Celtic 
characteristics Were virtually eeiip-
sed by continental ones. 

EAVANN C O N H 

FAMILY LIFE 
"The Leavetaking", by John 

McGahern (Faber, £2.50). 
TOHN McGAHERN'S third novel, 

pJ like "The Barracks" and "the 
Dark", is sensitively eoacenw* 
with the tears of things while deal-
ing with an aspect of Irish .life 
often dismissed as merely a .minor 
irritant. A thirty-year-old teacher 
is sacked from his Catholic school 
for marrying a divorcee in a Lon-
don registry. This leavetaking <is 
linked, through the writer's com' 
passionate insight, with others: 
with the early death of an adoned 
mother and the ends of three love 
affairs, one sentimental and «n-
consummated, one sexually educa-
tive and one torrid. 

A consistency becomes apparent 
between the narrator's pursuit of 
love (the recurring climaxes of 
which are robustly detailed), bis 
childhood grief and guilt, and even 
his refusal to resign as an alterna-
tive to humiliating dismissal. Hu> 
reader is also encouraged to reflect 
upon the mysterious connections 
between love and sexuality and be-
tween love and mortality. 
TFHE novel is in two parts, the 

first mainly a retrospect .of 
family life with the beloved, pos-
sessive mother and an immature 
father. This, incidentally, is s e t*" 
in a part of Lei trim where sound 
travels faster than light, so that a 
frightened boy hears the thunder-
clap before he sees the lightoing-
flash. The pain and fear of child-
hood are convincingly realised, as, 
in a different vein, is the teacher's 
daily round in all its hystetioal 
triviality. The second part ifetoo-
duces a father-in-law with a bizarre 
mode of life, an unlikely character 
who wanders out of the story to-
wards the close. Yet even-he, in-
sofar as he is accountable Sar his 
daughter's emotional makeup, is 
not entirely superfluous to the 
novel's well-knit framework. 

EAVANN CONOR 
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vKAH KIM'IOK. I h o p e t l i a l | vKAH 
I ' 11 ;>t] c u m i n u n i t y in B r i t a i n 

v, ill make protest as sli on^ly as 
poss ib le over tin1 s m l i ' m i s m t h e 
M a n c h e s t e r b o m b t r i a l . Kven t h e 
ordinary mass media have de-
scribed them as "heavy". Offences 
p o h t i e a l h m o t i v a t e d a n d h a v i n g n o 
e l e m e n t of p e r s o n a l g a m h a v e b e e n 
visited with penalties far in excess 
of t h o s e n o r m a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r 
common criminals. There was a 
c o m p l e t e f a i l u r e t o r e c o g n i s e t h a t 
persons who regard the presence 
of British forces in the six counties 
as a foreiun invasion will naturally 
look u p o n t h e a c t s of v io l ence f r o m 
a very different angle to that of 
crime pure and simple. Motiva-
tions for the heavy sentences are 
clear. Terrorism is to be crushed 
by severe sentences which will serve 
as a warning to others. 

This policy has been tried in 
Northern Ireland and has failed 
utterly. Irish history has a very 
long line of patriots risking life 
itself for love of a country and 
for Irish freedom. Nor will the 
example of severity be likely to 
deter others. Once again, Irish 
history gives example af te r 
example of the volunteer who steps 
forward to take the place of the 
fallen rebel. We have heard much 
in recent years of penal reform 
and of the attempts to adopt a 
curative policy towards the 
criminal. The Manchester sen-
tences are once again an example 
of failure. They are scarcely likely 
to make the convicted Irish mem-
bers of the IRA love English justice 
the more or to change their political 
outlook and behaviour. On the 
contrary, they are more likely to 
provoke the violence of reprisal. 

The case of the sisters GiHesjsie 
is especially bad. They are both 
Gaels from Donegal brought up 
during childhood in a wholly Gaelic 
atmosphere. In short, their 
attitudes were settled from the 
start. Coming to this country, they 
both settled finally into jobs of 
social usefulness, one becoming a 
nurse and the other a hospital 
receptionist. One had personality 
troubles and unsettlement for some 
years. For a while she was in a 
psychiatric ward. Some psycho-
logical settlement having been 
reached, she trained as a nurse. 
I t should be stressed that her 
nursing won high pri ise for her 
sympathy with the sick and her 
care of them. She received exactly 
the same sentence as did her sister 
who lacked this history of dis-
turbance. Sbmething is badly 
wrong in this respect. A civilised 
society should not send people to 
long terms of imprisonment because 
they suffer from personality difficul-
ties. Modern penal reformers have 
never tired of demanding that such 
cases should always be approached 
from the angle of treatment and 
cure. There was no hint of such 
an approach in the case of the 
Gillespie sister. At least, the facts 
would seem to justify a demand 
for Home Office intervention In 
this regard. 

It must not be forgotten that the 
bombings were not directed against 
life but against property. Bombs 
were not planted in crowded areas 
and a telephone warning was 
always given. No element of per-
sonal gain entered into the deed 
and, however mistaken, the freedom 
of Ireland was the sole object of 
the attacks. In any case, the 
Gillespie sisters came somewhat 
late into the story. 

The Manchester bomb trial raises 
the whole question of the treat-
ment handed out by the courts In 
the case of crimes of political 
motivation for which considerable 
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WORK, S 
J MET Maxle in the Cafe Pasa-

dena just opposite the works. 
The Cafe Pasadena belies its 
rather grandiose name because 
it is just an ordinary little trans-
port "caff" with one of those 
jukeboxes blaring unmercifully 
loud at most times of the day. 
1 had not seen Maxie since he 
moved out of Northampton : in 
the interval, I had heard, Maxie 
had had an operation and it was 
only now he was on the way 
to recovery. It was early March 
and the snow still lay about in 
dirty-grey residual patches but 
the sky was bright with the 
promise of warmer days. 

Maxie got up as I came in, 
grimmaced at the jukebox and 
got me a cup of tea. In cafes 
nowadays the younger genera-
tion invariably drinks coffee but 
Max and myself belong to the 
tea-drinking set when we aren't 
sampling anything better and so 
over a drop of watery scald we 
compared notes. 

Both of us had decided to 
look for a job in the British Rail 
engineering works across the 
way, our appointments were 
more or less at the same time 
and so in the manner of building 
workers everywhere we spoke 
of the advantages of a regular, 
secure job with a good strong 
union to look after your inter-
ests and numerous little perks 
such as free travel and full pay 
when sick. If Maxie, for in-
stance, had been working for 
the Railway instead of for a 
casual builder when he was 
taken ill he'd be sitting cosy 
now and in no mad rush to get 
back to work. Yes, I agreed, and 
wouldn't it have been better over 
the past few weeks drawing a 
regular steady wage than being 
turned home again some morn-
ings when the snow was too 
deep for work ? 

In the British Rail office across 
the way a very persuasive per-
sonnel officer outlined all the 
good points of a job in the 
works; he was one of those 
athletic-looking office types who 
seem to spend all their free time 
in games like rugby and cricket 
and who give the impression of 
being much fitter than many a 
manual worker. At all events 
he painted a very satisfying pic-
ture of life with British Rail 

provocation has been given by the 
other side. Bloody Sunday in 
Derry is forgotten when IRA 
prisoners go away to long terms of 
imprisonment. Fraudulent finan-
ciers or the givers of bribes get 
about seven years at the most. 
Some of the small fry in such cases 
get off with a very lenient sen-
tence. Yet Irish prisoners get 
sentences far in excess of those 
awarded to common criminals who 
make use of explosives or who carry 
a gun. The whole matter leaves 
a very unfortunate impression. In 
fact, the time has come for repre-
sentations to be made to the Home 
Office against the use of merely 
"deterrent" sentences in these 
cases. If modern penological 
methods are all that they are 
claimed to be, such cases surely 
provide examples where these 
methods should be used. 

I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 

F. H. A M P H L E T T 
M I C K L E W R I G H T 

NEW SERIAL 
STORY BY 
DONALL 

MocAMHLAIGH 

Engineering and in no time at 
all we had our minds made up 
for us. A medical followed and 
inside of an hour we were told 
we could start next day if we 
wished. 

gO next morning Maxie and I 
presented ourselves at the 

office and in a little while a 
foreman came along to take 
charge of us. We followed him 
down a long flight of wooden 
stairs and my heart sank as we 
entered the heat and clamour of 
a great confusing workshop 
where hundreds of men, it 
seemed, bent over all sorts of 
incomprehensible tasks, a bed-
lam of flying sparks, grating 
drills and loud thumping noises. 
All the security in the world 
wasn't going to compensate for 
this, I decided, and wondered 
how long I could stick it or how 
long before I could decently 
make some excuse and escape. 

Maxie, who hadp^et\ i| 
neering before takir 
ing work "years 
seem so daunted of 
in any event the^j 
us right through t f P 
out into a yard w> 
fresh air and the silent 
a blessing on us. There were 
other workshops with blackened 
brickwork and the unmistakable 
stamp of the Industrial Revolu-
tion about them stretching in 
rows away to our right and left 
but we had been assigned to the 
sawmills, it transpired, and here 
the noise that greeted us was 
the scream and whine of power-
saws. 

The foreman led us straight 
through the mill until we came 
to a kind of raised office where 
he gave us a little pep-talk be-
fore handing us over to the 
chargehand called Lennie. Len-
nie was an individual of the 
most truly astonishing limita-
tions, a villager whose whole 
mental horizon was bounded by 
the four walls of the sawmills 
and whatever went on in and 
around his. own home. 

He never read a paper or dis-
played the slightest interest in 
anything that went on outside 
his own tiny corner of North 
Bucks, and he seemed convinced 
that mere outsiders like myself 
and Maxie could never hope to 
grasp the complexities of the 
kind of tasks which were our 
lot. And so Lennie would stand 
over us as we stacked little 
blocks of polished redwood, in-
terrupting us from time to time 
to show us exactly how he 
wanted it done and then shep-
herding us off to the next fob 
as soon as that one was com-
pleted. 

J'HAT wan before the advent of 
the payand efficiency scheme 

and there is no doubt at all that 

the place was overstaffed and 
consequently many of the jobs 
had to be strung out to the ut-
most for fear that we'd give the 
impression of not having any-
thing to do. And in slack mo-
ments we were to go around the 
mill with brush and barrow, 
picking up all the chips and 
shavings and wheeling them 
out to the disposal bin which 
was collected daily from the 
yard outside. This last made a 
pleasant change because you got 
out for a breath of fresh air and 
a respite from the noise of the 
machinery but there w a s a limit 
to the number of times you 
could trundle out a handful of 
shavings and before the first 
break that morning both of us 
felt we weren't going to be rap-
turously happy in our new job. 

"But there must be other 
jobs we could do," Maxie de-
clared. "God almighty we're 
worthy of something better 
than that!" 

"Oh, you'll progress," Len-
nie informed us between 
mouthfuls of cheese sandwich. 
"See all those men on the 
machines, they all started with 
the brush and barrow fust like 
you two. You gotta prove 
yourself first." He paused to 
look at us proudly. "I had to 
spend a few years as an ordi-
nary labourer before I was 
made up" -Lennie) 
out, had never worked 
where else but in the sav 
right from the time he 
school; a benevolent manage-
ment saw to it that he was 
never allowed to operate any 
of the dangerous looking 
machinery but I suppose his 
devotion to duty had t&be 
rewarded somehow and so he 

| was put in charge of the tikes 
of ourselves—a responsibility 
which he took very seriously 
indeed. "You'll see," he pro-
mised, "you'll come to like it 
after a while and then when 
there's a vacancy on one of 
the machines you'll have your 
chance." 

JtfAXlE just turned an eye on 
me and groaned, but deliver-

ance, for him, was nearer than 
he could have ever hoped. There 
was a maintenance gang em-
ployed in the works—brickies, 
carpenters, painters and labour-
ers and it just so happened that 
they were short of a man at the 
time and so by a lucky chance 
Maxie had collared that opening 
before dinner-time leaving tne 
alone with the chargehand and 
the other three or four labourers 
whose fondest wish, I soon 
learned, was to graduate to one 
of the machines. 

"But don't worry, I'll pitt A 
word in for you with the b&ld-
ing gang and it may not be fang 
before there's a place fof you 
there too," Maxie, ftrmtted as 
he scooted off Happily On his 
transfer. Watching htm go, 
Lennie fust shook his head in 
bafflement. / 

"Can't fljfae your mate out," 
he committed sadly. "He had 
a lovefy AflttJe number here if 
only heMmw it and with a bit 
of \wkmtf4 get on a tni^lvv 
inside, iif-m year." 

(To be continued) 

Important West 
London meeting 
T W O hundred and thirty people 

• attended a meeting in Hammer-
smith Town Hall on Wednesday, 
March 19th. 

Speakers were Senator Michael 
Mullen, General Secretary 0f the 
Irish Transport and General 
Workers' Union, Mr Anthony 
Coughlan who deputised for Rev, 
Terence McCaughey, Assemblyman 
Paddy Devlin of the SDLP, Mr 
Tom Litterick, MP (Selly Oak), Mr 
Desmond Greaves, Mr Patrick 
Bond, and Mr Frank Watters. 

On the platform were Mr Steve 
Parry of the National Union of 
Students, Mr A. W. Stallard, MP, 
Monsignor Bruce Kent of Pax 
Christi, and representatives of the 
local Trade Union Movement. 

The purpose of the meeting was 
to demand the immediate ending 
of internment, with the internees 
released and the principle of 
internment abandoned. Mr Paddy 
Devlin strongly criticised the 
policy of Mr Merlyn Rees which 
he said owed too much to the advice 
of the military. 

HE and Senator Mullen had 
made the same point to a 

meeting of "Tribune" MPs the 
same afternoon, and Mr Mullen 
made the point very strongly that 
the policy of holding on to the 
north at all costs was alienating 
the people of the south. 

Mr Litterick Who was unfortu-
nately taken ill before the end of 
the meeting showed how the denial 
of civil liberties in the six counties 
led to repression in Britain. Mr 
Frank Watters, who as Midlands 
Secretary of the Communist Party 
played a big part in preventing 
industrial "backlash" against the 
luteh after the Birmingham bomb 
insistent, gave ' mWhy Vapf t l c 
examples. He showed how the 
practice of individual terrorism 
played into the hands of reaction 
and advised all his hearers to dis-
courage it in whatever ways might 
be open to them. 

All speakers emphasised that the 
great irritant, the thing which must 
go and go quickly was internment. 

It was noticeable that the pre-
dominantly Irish audience was 
composed very largely of men and 
women active in the Trade Union 
Movement, men like Mr Butler of 
the building trade organisation, 
and the members of Marylebone 
TGWU led by Mr George Smith. 

THE reporting of the meeting in 
the dailies was bizarre. The 

"Irish Times" concentrated on 
Senator Mullen's speech, the "Irish 
Press" on Assemblyman Devlin's. 
The latter paper concluded with 
the remark that less than a 
hundred people were present. Yet 
180 tickets .were paid for at the 
door, apart from the smaller 
number that were pre-paid and 
handed In. 

But then the "Press" reported 
that Mr Andflfew Barr and/Rev. 
Terence McCaughey were speak-
ing at th* meeting. Mr parr sent 
a teletffcm of apology tottit affect 
that he was unable to attend owing 
to an •mergeney, and fVKr. Terence 
McCaughey sent fl*t speaker Mr 
Coughlan in his place to explain 
that he was III with murhps eautaht 
off his children, to the 'Tress-
reported two speakers that were 
not there, and missed o v e r / a 
hundred people who wore. 

The predominantly Trade Ur 
composition of tha audlenoo sty 
flee that the unorganised Irish ' 
still feeling unsure of the 
in the aftermath of the T« 
Aot It wlH bo the duty of the 
organised Irish to bring their 
fellow-oountrynien and women into 
the Trade Union movement, find 
by this means to spread an aqno-
s-ii 'r,, r ror.ficfence w i t 
ipt petuKQi itC'eit. 

MMn* before wa* .i v-
that MO* lrts>»M< u M 
slttMli.** a nnonm.)!- < ><* ' 

Trade Unmr. Mj 


