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GARDINER REPORT 
ABAIRT AN MHI 

le Seamus 6 Cionnfaola 

(1) Ti se Lain le bheith 
tr&ite. 

(2) Bhi se i Lathair na 
L-uachta 

(3) Bhios i Lathair na 
cainnte sin. 

(4) Bhi se ar Linn Teacht 
abhaile. 

(5) Idtaobh mar airlm. 
(6) Nior thug fe n-dear 

rd chruinn i. 
(7) As diaidh a ch6ile. 

Translation page six. 

MIXED BAG 
NO 

Presbyterian 

addresses 

Sinn kin 

A REMARKABLE meeting took 
place in Monaghan on Sunday, 

January 26tfc when famous presby-
terlan surgeon John RoN* formerly 
of the New Ireland Movement, 
spoke at a meeting called by Pro-
visional Sinn Fein, and engaged 
in some blunt talking 

He told them there was no en-
thusiasm for their plans among 
Ulster Protestants "because you 
wage war on them, men and 
women like yourselves". 

He objected to the unilateral 
creation of "Dail Uladh" and said 
"Is it not arrogance to claim to 
be a Council of Ulster when there 
are not seats for let alone the 
representatives of two thirds of 
the Ulster population?" And he 
remarked that two-thirds of the 
population did not understand its 
name. 

T T E saw the future as preferably 
1 A providing a new constitution in 
which there was in-built capacity 
for non-violent change. While his 
hearers who included Mr Kevin 
Agnew, Brendant Magill, Ruiari 
O Bradhagh and Aidan Corrigan, 
would probably not agree with his 
suggestion that the 26 counties 
should give up the claim to the 
North on Britain's making a 
declaration of intent to withdraw, 
the willingness to discuss issues 
with Republicans was a further 
sign of what he called the "new 
stirrings of thought". 

"If it the intention of the 
British people to quit in the long 
run they should say so," he said, 
adding, "If the Dublin Government 
would be unwilling to have us they 
should spell it out." 

Here Is a further example of the 
new circumstances which are en-
couraging the "provisional" Sinn 
Fein along a fresh political path. 

END INTERNMENT NOW 
MASS MICTIH6 IN 10ND0M 

T H E report of the Gardiner Committee (Cmd. 847) published on 
• January 30th, is an unsavoury melange of political shuffling and 

legal humbug. 
Its beneficial effect on strike-tern Northern Ireland will be precisely nothing. 

In the very first pages it pro-
claims the "two nations in Ire-
land" theory, with Lord Mac-
Dermott dissenting. 

Its foundation is swashbuck-
ling imperialism. Its substance 
is the streamlining of draconic 
repression. But over its surface 
is cast a patchwork daub of 
high liberal principles that are 
not to go into action. 
T>RITAIN is to stay in Ireland 

"for the foreseeable future." 
Why ? "They cannot bludgeon 
the^British out of Ireland." 

There is not the faintest sus-
picion that the British have no 
right there, and that from this 
fundamental grievance all sec-
ondary grievances arise. 

The question then becomes 
how to administer efficiently 
and cheaply, and how to justify 
the orimes that have to be com-
mitted in the process. 

It becomes clear to the Irish. 
reader that for all the talk what 
is envisaged is a "military solu-
tion," and after the croppies lie 
down they'll be allowed up on 
their knees. 

Here is an example of the 
hypocrisy and special pleading. 
Internment is justified on the 
ground that the number of ex-
plosions in 1973 was lower than 
the number in 1972. But what is 
n6t mentioned is that before in-
ternment from the beginning of 

1969 until August 9th, 1971, there 
were only 68 deaths. In the three 
years after internment 1,030 
died. 

The role of internment in 
causing violence is suppressed 
and the Committee should be 
ashamed of themselves. 

'JpRESH offences are invented, 
for example wearing a dis-

guise, declining to give your 
name and address to a police-
man, or publishing or printing 
anything "purporting to be" an 
advertisement of an illegal orga-
nisation. 

There are strong hints that 
the Committee would like, the 
introduction of identity cards, 
and strict control of broadcast-
ing. 

The Committee admit to hav-
ing been "appalled" at prison 
conditions. But rather than re-
duce the number of prisoners, 
they propose to build two new 
prisons to hold 1,200 people. 
And they want political prison-
ers treated like ordinary crimi-
nals, oblivious of the whole tra-
dition of Irish history. 

It is admitted that sometimes 
the police and troops have gone 
too far (it would be hard to 
deny it when men are being 
awarded £14,000 damages 
against them) but the report 
states that the "Army and the 
police have acted with consid-

erable restraint in very difficult 
circumstances." They recom-
mend that existing powers of 
arrest and search should con-
tinue, and there is no proposal 
to end the security role of the 
army, though like internment it 
is admitted to have its disadvan-
tages. 

The substance is, as we said, 
repression. 
A S against this, and within the 

system of repression, cer-
tain small concessions are sug-
gested. There is to be greater 
discretion in granting bail, and 
in disallowing confessions as 
evidence. It is suggested that 
Judge's Rules are to be extended 

(Continued on Page Two) 

ANTI-IRISH 
SMART-ALECS 

A FEATURE of the situation in 
Britain today is the enormous 

number of anti-Irish jokes fa 
circulation. 

These are circulated on dupli-
cated sheets. But they also at tain 
printed form. Of all culprits 
immeasurably t he worst are d ie 
student "rag" magazines, and we 
hope our friends in the Nstkoud 
Union of Students will take npte 
of it. 1 

t f v . i 
But there is one alarming 

instance where attacks on the Irish 
are being obtruded into industry. 
The back page of the house journal 
of the United States based inter-
national firm Messrs Robertson's 
(U.K.) Ltd. has a column headed 
"To be sure, to be sure". , 

I t consists of a series of 
ridiculously childish questions which 
it is implied t h a t the Irish would 
be too stupid to answer. . • i 

The level of humour displayed 
would not do credit to a jackass 
up a gum tree. 

It might be no harm if some-
body dropped a note to Robert-
son's Head Office, as it is unlikely 
that this international flxm is 
anxious to be embroiled in the 
problems of the United Kingdom. 

A first-class re^Mse 

A NEW HISTORY OF IRELAND COMES OUT 
T H E first volume of the nine-

volume History of Ireland 
being, published by the Royal 
Irish Academy should be avail-
able soon. 

This rVJb envisaged as a 
summing-up of the work which 
has been carried out on Irish 
history to date and as providing 
a baaa for further research. 
The chapters in the various 
volumes are being written by 

different people and large 
numbers of academic historians 
are involved. 

The history will include two 
reference volumes, containing maps 
and a detailed annual chronology. 

As well there will be two ancillary 
projects, a volume of statistics on 
population and emigration and a 
collection of data on Parliamentary 
elections in Ireland from 1801 to 
1973. 

In conjunction with the History 
the Academy is currently engaged 
on a bibliography of Writings on 
Irish History 1936-1972, a compila-
tion of documents relating to social 
and economic history and a critical 
bibliography of the Irish annals. 

When all this work is completed 
there should be an impressive 
corpus of material available for 
students and scholars in Irish his-
tory in years to come. 

| Q U R warm thanks to our sup-
porters who came forward 

with the best monthly total ever 
to come into our fund. 

Thanks to the pressure on the 
Irish community, the "Irish 
Democrat" lost 1,5Q0 copies in 
in December, and January is 
nearly as bad. 

The loss was reduced to £30 
thanks to the fine donations 
column. 

Steps are in process for re-
organising certain aspects of our 
distribution methods, and it is 
estimated that we shall need a 
monthly sum of £150 guaran-
teed for a few months at least. 

We trust that our friends will 
attempt to do even better in 
February. This issue Will run 
for three weeks only, and the 
March issue will be published 
on February 28th. This arrange-
ment will enable us to bring out 
the April issue in time for 
Easter. 

Our best thanks to :— 
P. A. Micklewright 50p, P.L. £26, 

D. O'Brien £3, L. O'Doherty £2, E. 
O'Shea £1, P. O'Connor 38p, M. 
Kavanagh £1, C. Nolan £2, A. 
Dickinson £15, R. Rossiter £5, P. 
Woplin £5, Sth. London OA. £10, 
Building worker 40p, J. Parrel) 40p, 
V. Griffin £1.55, E. Sinclair £6, 
T.E. £1, J. McCarthy 60p, A. Cough-
Ian £10, F. Naylor £1, J. O t D h U 
50p, L. Mullally £1, P.H.O. £5, B. 
Wilkinson 40p, B. Lalor £10, L Daly. 
50p, East London readers £&ir, 8ti)i 
London readers £5.80, West London 
readers £1,17, Central London read-
ers £1.30. Total: £118.51. " H-

• V 

PAT WARD 
0 N , 

hi* Ule to 

hanger strike far four 
weeks for polttleM prisoner 

treatment, Pat Ward has been 
taken to hospital and 1 
feared for. Resolutions 
sent to Minister for Justice, M -
lin, asking him to make cinees 

. stons «Wob wlIL a M T I B » . 
hunger strikers to end their fast 
on an honourable basis and M 
encourage a farther settlement. 
(See Page Three). 
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Let s not be the 
frightened Irish' 

11 : oill in 
:! 'I 'U 

£8 000 000 FOR YOUR THOUGHTS 
Community 
-i days of 
IVrrorism" 

Tin ' A ' > mo.-t objt-i tior.able pro-
, ,vion>. ;!:•• conferring on the police 

P')At :> lo arrest without war-
. int .uui hold without trial, and 
•:ie p.-v. or to deport people resident 
,p to twenty years in Britain, are 
.tulo :biedly bringing their crop of 

That a man should be released 
irom Long Kesh on condition he 
i. !t >or Britain on the way to Ger-
man-.. should be arrested in Bri-
tain. held for three weeks, then de-
ported back to the six counties, is 
• manifest absurdity. 

And methods are being devised 
in hold people without charge or 
I rial for longer periods, ior example 
In refraining from serving on them 
an expulsion order that has been 
signed. 

That there has been ill-treatment 
01 persons held in custody, for 
example of the girl who was held 
lor a week and not allowed to wash, 
k unfortunately true. And there 
has been considerable searching 
and questioning of people on the 
fringe of Republican organisa-
tions. 
A T the same time it is necessary 

1 to have a balanced view. After 
the "Guardian" reported what was 
alleged to be happening to the 
young people in custody in connec-
tion with the Birmingham bomb 
outrage, the "Irish Democrat" was 
assured by relatives that there was 
no question of further ill treatment. 
Nor is there any evidence that de-
pendents are being obstructed in 
receiving social service benefits as 
was for a time believed. 

Mr Jenkins described his legis-
lation as "Draconian" and ad-
mitted tha t it would cause hard-
ship to innocent people. He is a 
convinced Common Marketeer, and 
his "liberal conscience" is a matter 
for speculation. The Common Mar-
ket means creeping Fascism, "and 
that is what this "liberal" Home 
Secretary has begun to introduce. 
The innocent are suffering. It is 
perhaps worth saying though that 
they are not perhaps suffering any 
more acutely than one would have 
expected granted the character of 
Mr Jenkins's law. 

Leaving aside the highly pub-
licised instances where acute 
abuses under the Act have come 
to light, there is plenty of evidence 
of embarrassment to the innocent 
that could have been avoided with 
forethought and imagination, or 
the issuing of guidelines by the 
Home Secretary. 

To take a small matter. People 
have been.embarrassed before their 
neighbours when police have ap-
peared in unreasonably large num-
bers. Then though the majority of 
the Irish Community has been left 
alone, there have been .earches and 
questionings to create a sense of 
alarm in the Community as a 
whole. A Birmingham boy was held 
for seventeen hours while his 
mother and sister toured the police 
stations in a taxi. He had simply 
disappeared. A girl was searched 
by policewomen and held by the 
arm sitting in a chair in a posi-
1,04 from which she was not 
allowed to move for a matter of 
twp hours' q ^ t i o n i n g . 
UOMjETlMES when police have 

called a t Irish houses they 
hu He begun the proceedings by in-
forming thope they were question-
lag that they could "pull them in". 
They ought of course to have rea-
sonable grounds for believing they 
were on the trail of some offence. 
But what are reasonable grounds 
wljgn you are held mcwmpnicado 
ior seven days? In one case an 
arrested person was told ''We can 
deport you. you Irish bastard." 
When he told them he was born 
in Birmingham they called him a 

Brummie bastard". 
Xhe difficulty is that though 

Members of Parliament are anxious 
to.monitor the working of the Act 

(ponlinued on Page Eight) 

E R N E S T WISTRICH is a 
gentleman of apparent 

Germanic origin who is the 
highly-paid director of the 
"European Movement" in Bri-
tain. If Britain should pull out 
of the Common Market Mr Wis-
trich and his friends might find 
themselves out of their jobs. 
They have good reasons to 
spare no effort in trying to per-
suade the people of England, 
Wales and Scotland into voting 
to stay members of the E E C in 
the forthcoming referendum. 

The European Movement and 
its allies intend to spend some 
£8 million on this gigantic 
brainwashing operation. That 
is, unless the Government con-
trols the amount of money they 
can spend. 

The "slush-funds" of the 
European Movement, financed 
by donations from abroad and 
from British millionaire Big-
$jisinessmen, are being filled 
these days to finance the pro-
Common Market brainwashing 
campaign. 

Mr Wistrich gave the game 
away in an article he wrote re-
cently in the pro-EEC journal, 
"New Europe". Just as the 
Irish and the Danes were brain-
washed into the Common Mar-
ket by an unscrupulous propa-
ganda campaign, so must the 
same be done in Britain. 

In this article on the 
"lessons" of the Norwegian, 
Danish and Irish referendum 
campaigns Mr Wistrich makes 
it clear that the pro-Market 

BUT IT WILL BE YOUR OWN MONEY! 
campaign preceding Ireland's 
May 1972 referendum is the 
model which should be fol-
lowed. 

Around £4004)00 was spent by 
the pro-Market forces in that 
campaign, he reveals. "An 
equivalent effort in Britain at 
1972 prices would have involved 
nearly £8 million . . . The anti-
Marketeers were destitute in 
comparison." 

Much of the money spent in 
Ireland went on an intensive 
"education" campaign lasting 
from the autumn of 1971 until 
a month before the actual 
referendum. This preparatory 
work "played a decisive role in 
shaping public attitudes", says 
the European Movement's direc-
tor. 

About 40 European Movement 
speakers spearheaded the cam-
paign in Ireland, working 
"almost on a full-time basis 
throughout the fir$t half of 
1972". Their expenses were met 
by the European Movement. 
On top of that there were pam-
phlets, advertising and attitude 
surveys "covering every pos-
sible local interest group", plus 
ardently pro-Market media and 
Government. 

Q F F I C I A L L Y public funds 
were supposed to be used 

only for information purposes 
during the referendum cam-

paign in Ireland. In reality the 
Irish taxpayers paid for about 
70 per cent of the pro-Market 
campaign, thanks to the use of 
various public funds and votes 
which made it impossible at the 
time to establish what the 
actual expenditure was. 

According to Mr Wistrich the 
British people's knowledge of 
the E E C is "abysmally low". He 
suggests that "an independent 
information unit" should under-
take the task of educating them 
— and over a period of six 
months, if possible, as in Ire-
land. 

His plan is for thjs "unit" to 
be staffed by academic experts 
on the E E C , by Whitehall civil 
servants but also by <'civil ser-
vants from the Community". It 
WPUld be oharged with produc-
ing "informative literature" 
and training some 500 speakers 
who would be competent to ex-
plain the issues. He wia t s this 
work to begin even before Mr 
Callaghan's "renegotiations" are 
complete. 

^ -

entire cost should be 
borne by public funds, 

says Mr Wistrich. Indeed he 
suggests that, apart from the 
money used by the Government 
itself in the referendum cam-
paign, the "information unit" 
should be the only body to get 

any public funds for the cam-
paign. 

Quite the opposite to all this 
happened in Norway — where 
grants of public money were 
distributed to pro and anti-
Marketeers and where, signifi-
cantly, the end result was re-
jection of the Common Market. 
Mr Wistrich argues that the 
effects in Norway were damag-
ing to the political system — 
damaging to the interests 
Wistrich and his merry men 
represent, in other words. 

The article confirms that the 
Marketeers in Britain will bit-
terly resist any attempt to limit 
how much money is spent by 
the two sides in the campaign. 
He urges that the p r o - K C 
brainwashing exercise should 
be stepped up in Britain, espe-
cially in the media, in the next 
two or three months, before 
the referendum campaign pro-
per, in case there might be 
some controls on expenditure 
introducedtften. 

It is important that people 
should be aware of what Mr 
Wistrich and his "European 
Movement" qre up to, so that 
they can g?t info this battle 
early and answer all the lies 
and misinformation which wfjl 
be spewed out in the press be-
tween now and when people go 
to the potfs on this vital matter. 
V . . . .J «» * '1 , • • » 1 -

J / R JACK DROMEY, Tipperary 
born secretary of Brent (Lon-

don) Trades Council, is spear-
heading a drive to bring Lon-
don's million trade unionists 
into action to restore civil 
liberties in Northern Ireland. 

He has just returned from a 
tour of the United States where 
he raised £15,000 to enable the 
National Council of Civil Liber-
ties, of which he is a prominent 
member, to set up an office in 
Belfast. 

On the motion of the UCATT 
branch the Trades Council has 
alerted the Greater London Asso-
ciation of Trades Councils to the 
need for official action by the 
movement. 

Comprehensive plans are un-
der way for a large official dele-
gation which will approach ^he 
Belfast Trades Council aijd the 
Northern Ireland Committee of 
the Irish Congress of Trades 
Unions. 
JT is understood that a sub-

stantial number of Trades 
Councils witl be sending dele-
gates to Belfast where a com-
prehensive fact-finding mission 
will be carried put. 

Brent Trades CouncilI, which 
covers an area which has prob-
ably the densest Irish population 
in Britain, has forwarded to the 
Loudon Association a /resolution 
intended for the TUC Congress 
of Trades Councils expressing 
concern at the erosion of civil 
liberties in Northern Ireland and 
the United Kingdom. 

The proposals of the Council 
go before the meeting of the 
Greater London Association of 
Trades Councils on February 
8th and it is widely felt that they 
will be accepted and that action 
will be taken. 

The Greater London Associa-

tion of Trades Councils has ap-
pointed a sub-committee to look 
after relations with Ireland. 

It is understood that the pro-
posal is that after the delegation 
has visited Belfast,- a regional 
report-back conference will be 
organised, and local councils 
will call local meetings. 

TJiese developments are of 
the greatest importance, and 
should be warmly welcomed by 
the Irish community and the 
Labour movement as a whole. 

ALREADY the Trades Union 
Congress has gone on record 

in favour of the Bill of Rights. 
Almost certainly one of the re-

commendations the London dele-
gation wilf bring back with them 
from Northern Ireland will 
be a call for a Special Congress 
of the TUC to discuss the emer-
gency in Ireland. 

There are two precedents for 
this action, namely in 1914 
when there was a special meet-
ing to discuss the Dublin trans-
port lock-out, and in 1921 to 
consider the situation created 
by the ravages of the Black-and-
Tans in Ireland. 

It is becoming appreciated 
that the situation in Ireland to-
day is in every way as critical 
as it was during the days of the 
Btack-and-Tans. 

Parallel with the London 
Trades Councils' developments, 
many trade unionists will be 
prefyring resolutions for the 
annual conferences which will 
take place through the summer 
culminating with the T.U.C. 

They will be calling for the 
end of internment, the passing 
of a Bill of jCivil Rights at once, 
and the incorporating of the BUI 
of Rights in the future constitu-
tion of Northern Ireland, the 
ending of the use of the army 
as a security force, and its with-
drawal from the streets. They 
are also likely to call for a 
Special TUC. 

(Continued from Pftge One) 
to Northern Ireland, and it is 
even stated that ''every person 
at any stage of an inyesti,gatipn 
should be able to communicate 
or consult privately with a soli-
citor." This isxdairped to be part 
of current R.U.C. instructions. 
We imagine tyose of pur readers 
who are familiar with life in 
the six opyr$es w l j ^ t t^JWjnt 
utter £ fine syllable wxunf not 
suitable for publication in the 
"Irish Democrat.'"' 

There has bepn w^jjespre^d 
disappointment expressed,by or-
ganisations who had hoped that 
the Gardiner Committee would 
have the courage to recommend 
the ending of" internment, the 
cessation of army invplyement 
in security duties, and the intro-
duction of a Bill of Rights. This 
and action against religious dis-
crimination the Committee 

would like to see "considered." 
But as well as the Connolly As-
sociation both N.I.C.R.A. and 
the National Council for Civil 
Liberties have professed them-
selves completely dissatisfied. 
rJpHE Connolly Association is 

calling a public meeting in 
the St. JPancras Town Hail on 
March 20th, to put forwatd the 
alternative to the Gardiner 

P t i i f y 

solution on tbe basis that the 
Irish people are allowed to solve 
Irish problems by the develop-
ment of their own democratic 

Among the speakers who have 
kindly consented to address the 
meeting are Mr Andrew Barr, 
president of the Irish Congress 

of Trade Unions; Mr Miqh êJ 
Mullen, general secretary of 
the Irish Transport and General 
Workers' Union ; Mr Paddy Dev-
lin, £? P-jLJ5. Assemblyman; Mr 
J » e ? i fe id . for' his lead-
ership of the Clyde "work-in." 

Several Members of Parlia-
ment fire beifig' innted to attest 
and #Tr Syd Pidwell, chairman 
Of the Irihune Group of MJ?s 
^ • I W 1 The speak-
^ . i f WIurse, jiecgfcarily 
commit fteir organisations 
attend in their personal capa-
city. 

E v e n 
peace 
the resumption of . . . . 
political life. Buf to bring 
about the Goverriiiien? %fn tiave 
to shed the legacy It Inherited 
from the Tories, antf pursue'a 
genuine Labour policy. t&he 
Gardiner report does not create 
the basis for this. 

feveryjwdy u anxfqus to see 
teace In the six oountles, and 
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F O R U M 

IN DEFENCE OF IRISH SONGS 
a V E R Y worthy and respected 

^ friend of the "Irish Demo-
rat" has expressed the opinion 

snat the Irish songs printed in 
he "Democrat" make the paper 
^attractive to English readers. 

We are sorry tha t one small part 
:,ould vitiate the whole. And we 
(id that this should not be. 
The Connolly Association was 

lounded for the dual purpose of 
.plaining the British Labour 

Movement to the Irish immigrant, 
j.nd explaining the Irish question to 
ne British worker. 
The very first issue of the "Irish 

democrat" explained the differ-
ence between the British capitalist 
and the Brit ish worker, showed 
,hat it was not the workers who 
had injured Ireland and urged 
irishmen to join their appropriate 
trade unions in their own interest. 

HUT at the same time the appeal 
was made to the British 

labour Movement. I t has been a 
long arduous struggle too. . I t is 
not remembered by many people 
now that some of the staunchest 
supporters of Irish rights were 
sceptical a t first. When the 
Connolly Association first applied 
tor affiliation to the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, the application 
was turned down on the grounds 
that Ireland was not in a colonial 
situation. When Mr Redmond pro-
posed the first resolution at the 
Conference of the National council 
for Civil Liberties asking for en-
quiries into denials of civil rights 
in the six counties, the then 
Executive begged him to withdraw 
it. and when he declined he only 
won by one vote. 

LETTER 

DEAR EDITOR,—May I add a re-
mark to m y n d t e on tf»* Tory-

orange tie-up in the January issue 
of the "IrirfB tf^crat^f' 
ing to "The TlriWs" of January 10, 
two Belfast-horn meh Were sen-
tenced to two years' imprisonment 
in Toronto for ruhniftg gtins In-
tended for Protestant extremists 
in Northern Ireland. These Were, 
the guns seized by pftifce at SOttth-
afripton and whleti led to the ffcent 
trial at WfrtOhesfW Crown "Court. 
The Canadian Judg* "sftfrply1 

criticised the Ffedtfat Government 
Agency for not taftfng more oare 
to keep the gthfe Off the market 
or make them InopMblO." 

Several settdtfc points arise. The 
Or an go movorrwiti Is strong In 
Canada ahd the e t t f t tJ t Wftiehester 
and Toronto fdftn a conspiracy 6V 
Orangemen to I r M f t £0n* from 
there to Northern Ireland. One is 
left wondering how offtfl this has 
happened successful!)/ Mfofti tM 
police caught up wttWthe otfrtitfrff 
acy. Jenkins has sefciri fit to takO 
drastic action agkfrit tH« t.tf.*. 

Th« expotfre Of thift conspiracy 
suggests that he might do faff 
worse than takO pgriMf acttbrt 
against thti Oferfjtf tfftr i h d its 
subsidiaries, the more so as the 
section Of the Ortrtg* In-
volved seems id Wt MK in m 
Leeds area. Mor is It Irftfa 
that several presumably Loyti 
acts of vlblOniri rtitf trten pi; 
<n Northern Ireland duririg the 
period of tri« l.rf.4. e t t f l ffr*' AH 
""partM Justice fn tfrtttt urtatWrs 
would Sfjggeftt that m arttKWW-
'st action ta t tn ag*m«t th* t.tiA. 
should B* ptfaftefflid Vy liM ftOtloft 
taken «gftiitei vltfftffif Pfttftttnt 
organisations. 

Nor sHOtrtd the attftUM Of till 
Canatfhrt juflgf a m uhnoticed. 
T h e r t l f t f W f m r f cpf t t f r t tMs 
should Mr toifl« t(i ttok pMttfflr 
Government at thtf Mghfctf Itfvrfl 
<n order td prevent sutfft gufcs 
he,nR obtatntfd Mid o*Mt«id W 
"nauthoflfcatf perttms. As the 
0 r a ^ e ^fWBfteiiV IS eftrrffittiy 
a o ' l v e in Mrtalff frtrts Of Ciftrtftf, 

matter MMffrifc One Of 
l"*eno» in v i e * Of Wfftt h r f « 
actually MfcMriel. 

r r«m*fn, 
Yetirs faithfully, 

Pi M. AMPH LETT 
MICKLE#*T<5HT 

But to get a real unity between 
British and Irish workers in their 
mutual interests it is necessary for 
the British worker to have a 
respect for the Irishman's culture 
as well as an understanding of 
the problems caused by British 
imperialism. 

TRISH songs embody the popular 
1 tradition of the Irish people in 

an unmistakable way. Sometimes 
English people say they are all 
concerned with past defeats and 
lost lov^s. But that is an over-
simplified approach. 

The great feature of the Irish 
independence movement is its 
immense antiquity. Suppressed 
again and again, still nothing could 
extinguish it. The tears of one 
generation became the fire of the 
next. The penalties confronting 
the vanquished were death and 
emigration, and the events of the 
past remain enshrined in present 
relations. The genocide of the 
famine has been transformed into 
an indestructible passion for 
national survival. 

Irish songs, f a r from preaching 
a feeble resignation, transmute the 
failures of the past into the 
struggles of t h e future. They are 
a reminder of the still unfinished 
epic of Irisfi history, the story of 
t h e struggle ever repressed but 
ever renewed, because; the Irish 
common people tiavfe' s®vi'vM.' 
And it is this which ensures their 
popularity at a t ime when we are 
not without dark forces which 
would like to suppress them 
altogether. 

r p H E progressive Englishman, and 
this is especially true of the 

young, can imbibe from the songs 
of a sister nation a sense of the 
inevitability of a united indepen-
dent Ireland, however long we 
have • to work for it, as the only 
result conformable with the in-
delible sentiments of the Irish 
p&jple. And the English socialist 
should remember tha t the road to 
socialism in Ireland lies through 
national unity and independence. 
This is felt instinctively by those 
who love Irish songs, even when 
they see no more in thern than 
their reflection of the sentiments 
of the nation. 

So far from Irish songs being 
irrelevant to the Englishman, the 
fact is that they can teach him 
something. Almost every one 
refers to some experience of his-
tory, and in every one of. those 
experiences England was involved. 

TAILPIECE: Patrick Galvin's 
book "Irish Songs of Resistance" is 
in pr int again. Get it from the 
"Irish Democrat" Bookshop, 283 
Grays Irtn Road, London, W.C.l. 

Irishmen and the 'lump 
A S one who has worked in the 

^ building trade I am aware of 
the dangers and evils of "labour 
only" sub-contracting, and the 
practices summarised in the words 
"the lump". 

The difficulty lies in the fact that 
the prevalence of the "lump" 
weakens trade unionism, while 
the weakness of trade unionism 
enables the "lump" to survive. 

If an Irishman lands in England 
ahd looks for an outdoor job bê  
cause indoor work in a factory 
wo&1d drive him mad, he will find 
it most unusual to get Work on an 
organised site. I have been told 
that only one site in twenty even 
in London is properly organised. 

This is what has to b$ borne In 
mind wfien considering the ease of 
the Shrewsbury pickets who are at 
present doing time after being 
given "deterrent" sentences. 

•pHERE are reports that they are 
' being penalised for their refusal 

to wear prison clothing, anff are 
to moved to other jails. 

If this is true tfieri every Irish-
man Should support the actions the 
trade union movement will takef, 
and I understand thete is talk of 
strike action. 

The general public does not 
appreciate the iniquity of these 
sentences. The men were not 
sentenced for anything they them-
selves did. If they had been guilty 
of assault or other violence they 
could have been charged with it. 
Instead they were charged with 
"conspiracy" and as Mr C. F. 
Smith the general secretary of 
UCATT, pointed out to a letter 
in the "Times", nobody need have 
heard their naifies; Tor dozens of 
otirer people could have been 
charged instead of them, for the 
offence of conspiracy is so' Wide 
that nobody knows whether they 
are cOnspirlng or not when they 
discuss an Industrial situation ovet" 
a bottle Of stout 

NOW there are many Irlshifteh 
in the bbilding trade and many 

of them are, I am sorry to Stf& 
oh the "lump". When I see sub-
contractors' wagons draw up olrt-
sftfe certain public houses, fiftirfg 
or disgorging their human cirgO, 
I ahfrays fflel sorry fOr theSS m m 

It is a fallacy to think they all 
earn big money. Some sub-oontraot-
ors pay only £7 per shift. They work 
like, madmen to jHet , a ipb done, 
and then they are put off. When 
building was booiftiife some of trtSfr 
nfitfrtd loOk do*n on a week, 
i m n o * tMfig* • r m 
would look on the £60 of an 
organised job as a very nice chang£. 

At the same time I do not think 
one should confuse the "lump" 

worker and the self-employedl 
handyman. In the Irish country-
side there is little employment of 
the kind that exists in England. 
If a farmer's son acquires skill at 
some trade, and since a farmer's 
family has to do almost everything, 
he will often get skill at a number 
of trades, he becomes a most useful 
member of society. And the in-
telligence and energy which give 
him independence are such that he 
is looked up to in the district. 

Then of course you get one or 
two together who contract to do 
a job, and even these I think Must 
be distinguished from the "lump 
workers" proper. It is possible thaf 
many of these self-employed 
workers might be willing to Join 
a trade union, where they were 
eligible. 

Even so my purpose in Writing 
is to suggest that if the "lump" 
is to be tackled, it should be 
tackled first in its most abusive 
form, where large numbers of 
workers are being exploited 
economTOalfy and deprived of 
sOcial rigftts. 

As one who attended the lobby 
of Parliament fn favour of the 
Shrewsbury prisoners, I would be 
anxious to know what others think. 

BIRMINGHAM IRISHMAN 

IRISH MEETING IN CAMDEN TOWN 

I 
CORRECTION 

N our December 1974 issue 
we published an open letter 

to Mr Wilson signed by Mr 
Harry MaoMurrottgh-Kavanagh 
of Manchester, who In con-
nected with the Manchester 
Association for Peace and jus-
tice in Manchester UnfdttOn-
ateiy, owing to a mrsappftriten-
sion, we omitted to staftfe that 
Mr MacMurrough - Kavanagh 
had written the letter strictly 
in his personal capacity. We are 
sorry for any embarrassment 
that Was caused, and W* great-
ly appreciate the fact that our 
M a n c h o r friends sift not. 
jwild with us, but Just want to 
have the record set^atraight; 

- • • • f 'T -I'" 

A PUBLIC meeting called by the 
Central London Branch of the 

Connolly Association at the Labour 
Party Rooms in North St. Pancras, 
Camden Town, was addressed by 
Mr Stan Newens, M.P. (Harlow), 
Councillors Loughran and Heffer-
nan, Sir Don Cooke, and Mr 
Desmond Greaves. Mr Charles 
Cunningham took the chair. 

Although the main subject of the 
meeting was the struggle against 
internment, a resolution was passed 
regarding the Port Laoise hunger 
strikers. 

Mr Desmond Greaves said he was 
very concerned at the state of 
health of Pat Ward who had been 
taken to hospital. Pa t Ward had 
been a member of the Connolly 
Association in Manchester when he 
first arrived in England from 
Donegal as a boy of sixteen. He 
was a quiet sensitive idealistic 
youth with a gift for music. 

He had left the Association be-
cause it was too political for him 
ahfl went to Derry. Bu t to reganf 
him as a desperado and a gunnian 
would be absurd. And whatever he 
wsts, he had become it as a result 
of experienfces in Derry which he 
had not sought* and conditions 
whicji were the creation of British 
imperialism. He hoped t h a t the 
Dublin Government would make a 
humanitar ian gesture. There were 
many precedents in Ir ish history 
for according political prisoner 
statug, and a shbw of generosity 
in a Government would be a ray 
of light in these dark times. 

The Irish race could not afford 
to lose men of courage and forti-
tude even £f some would th ink they 
had not y«'t been granted the gift 
of wisdom. 

A resolution along these lines has 
been sent to the Minister of Justice. 

LABOUR PARTY LEAD 
AS in Ireland, the term "Sinn 

Fein"' has long been an inte-
gral characteristic of the struggle 
for Scotland's emancipation. Until 
recent years, when the Scottish 
Independence Movement has been 
seen to be climbing on to the world 
s tage of National Liberation, the 
Movement had to rely almost en-
tirely on its own efforts within 
Sc&tland; there Were few eTtefnal 
allies. 

Now that the qfuestitm of Scot-
land's independence has provided 
a new dynamifc in Scottish p6lltlfts 
it is of interest to cofifildfer the 
widening context of "Sinn Fein"; 
it C6«w bOr said to emWafce the 
interest and welcome Sftfpfcbtt for 
Scottish maepttodgnde now Khtrwn 
by Many e*llfej aHd dthfcft. Ob the 
otiter h i n d it dofeS not include the 
Ottwfrson of interest nOW e x h i b i t s 
by certftiii individuals ahd orii&rtliW-
tions concerning themselves with 
Scotland. »? 

DURING 1974, for ekslmple, we 
had thfe fafctrtiou* General 

Airtftt Uganda "hrtplrfg" to put 
8<*>tlafld Oft tlrt milp Wtth Ms re-
maVfci t m i t Qtdtmth&H right to 
Iulft^eiMtllM. Oft JanYmfy 16th, 
197fr o f c of t ^ r f a ' i ptolirfions 
n<*sp*$M*f Ttil "CftmrttUri", pro-
vided a four-page supplement on 

"Scotland's Future" whfc^ 0titiiip&l 
their brand of "devolution" which 
would be an "acceptable" solution 
to Scotland's problems. On Janu-
ary 17tli Harold Wilson, in cabal, 
held What was almost a full Cabi-
net Meeting on his "devolution" 
solutions 

for Scotftnd. 
In addition, there Was been a 

side-iisne of complaints from 
EftgMslhmen living in Scotland con-
cerning the "perils" and "persecu-
tions" in store for them if Scot-
land gets her Independence; they 
larftent abOiit aritl-Ehglkh feeling 
in Scotland, one behfghted soul 
wite outraged over th# fifing of 
s9KHstv ria'gs ra ther than the 
Ufiiati - Jack, the ft&i flit "our 
cofoftWy" a$ He" put it. reject 
such manifestations which, of 
course, are the antithesis of Scot-
tish "8irtn Fem" and represent the 
various attitudes and pitopos&ls of 
English imperialism's a t tempt to 
retain its hOid over Scotland. 

# f i r ie all this ha.s ttjeft taking 
place there remains the" paradox 
provided by the ideology, oir tether 
the lac* of it, in the Sdbitiito La-
bdflfr MtomkTit. pWFfda sthce 
trte 19W fetfettbh, Whifcfh rdughly 
parallels the massive escalation !h 
pdJWliir suppaft M thfe in<fcptt»d-
crit, M6VWn^rit, HAS seen ttte LaWtar 
Parly lose approxlrftately 25 pef 

cent of its ettfct&ral 
Scotland; it is now in a perilous 
position come the next election; 
it is also in the, deceptively false 
position of having many more seats 
in Scotland than the proportion of 
its vote would warrant in any fair 
system of proportional representa-
tion. 

I N the face of all these portents 
' one cah ohl j oiariel a t • sficjh. 

mental inertfa. Wfiere is the mudh 
needed ideology or perspective for 
Scotland's! future? Only one of 
two indUrtduaft, so far, in the 
Scottish Movement seem to have 
tfieW heads 6ulwith the sand add 
alive to the neW state of flux. The 
New Year Was h&rdly in whtn J. 
P. Mackintosh, lAttour M P . for 
Berwick ahd East Lothian, was 
calling f6r "a coherent thediy of 
social democracy" which would 
'.sitrmount t h i current threats and 

challenges". A few days later Jim 
Sillars, Labour MP. for Sbuth 
Ayrshire, was rriore forthright whin 
he said ' "rtie flres have been dying 
in the belly of thfe Scottish Labcttir 
MbVemeifit ana it is high time they 
were sti alight again." « e called 
for a "socialist perspective" td be 
instituted wfthln a Scottish ctin-
te#t whteh Would not ohiy hold the 
Scdttish i M t m vote but Wdifia airti 
"td It". 

A | , y ^ ' thes i aiee , ^ f iews of 
men who have the reputation of 
not, being afraid tp wrestle with 
new concepts. The problem is td 
quicken the torpid majority — now, 
not , some time later this year or 
next! Already the Scottish National 
Party have leapt to the initiatiye 
and, begun selecting their candi-
dates and forming policies for. the 
first Scottish "Parliament" elections 
iri i s f t f lbr" =tHp> take 
p l a c e . I 4 r i t.ij? 
I F the Scottish Labour Move-
1 mrnt floes not surface and 
softii; It it ddntWUes' with it* 
lete—BrMIIgi" i s M m U t TOfP* 
raster tftin forrftuhlting a prop&ly 
d<Oft«r, SdbUOw" JWMfi^l t ; : 
Scotland and thereby 
the "Sinn Fein" aspect of 
p (fifties; thfen it may W® 
a new St^t i fc t ' d f i u H i l 1 . 
be required to replace' t h ^ t t a f r -
bu'rid. U ' u ^ J ^ n P K'V • 

The iAHWuf WfolefhriHt' h a s ix&* 
dSUbtmy a fottg Wajr td go before 
it ftifeltturei tip 'td1 

spectrutft 6f S^dtttth 
bift it a n dnli' be hoi 

Stffigff^ r M b A W m i ^ l 
t l « ne&feary awfeVeitttg It 
is mhtM OitK ffidHs tiiuki 
interest .that we aWtit the Wrtteome 
of the LHWfir Phrty's Annual Scot, 
tî K GoMMhtm in March. 

tl. MOLHOLLAND 
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S I X C O U N T Y S C E N E 

OIL RUINS 
BANTRY BAY 
AS MINISTER 

DOES NOTHING 
A MOTHER outrageous oil-spillage 

' in Bantry Bay, as the 
American-owned Gulf Oil Com-
pany continues its ruination of one 
of the most beautiful harbours in 
t!ie world. 

Last October 650,000 gallons were 
.spilled while a tanker was unload-
ing. Now in December a tanker 
is damaged mysteriously and spills 
another 115,000 gallons. The 
damage tears a six-inch hole in 
the side of the tanker, which con-
tinues its progress along the whole 
length of the Bay, leaving a thick 
trail of oil for twenty or more miles 
in its wake! I t took nearly three 
hours to complete the transfer of 
the oil from the holed bunker tank 
to another tank, during which the 
oil continued to float out on to the 
sea. 

The Government says a Harbour 
Authority will be established before 
the munmer. We are going as fast 
as we can, says Mr Peter Barry, 
Minister for Transport and Power; 
but there is plenty of time for 
further spillages by then. 

There is now great danger that 
the continuous use of detergents as 
"dispersants" to get the oil slicks to 
break up, could wipe out the com-
mercial herring spawning grounds 
off the Beara Peninsula. This 
could destroy the local fishing in-
dustry in one of Ireland's premier 
fishing ports. Oil slicks have also 
been reported in Dunmanus Bay, 
to the south-east of Bantry Bay, 
and on Barleycove Beach, one of 
the finest in the south of Ireland. 

This shows tha t the damaged 
tanker was still spewing oil when 
it was well out of the mouth of 
Bantry Bay and this oil is only 
now being washed ashore. 

The Irish Wildbird Conservancy 
is now very alarmed because of 
the threat to sea and shore birds 
along the Bantry coastline. "It is 
fairly well established," said its 
chairman, " tha t the birds con-
taminated by oil are very difficult 
to clean and the chance of their 
survival is very slight." 

Mr Barry had better hurry up 
with his Hftrbour Authority unless 
he wants his name to be a by-word 
for incompetence and sloth to 
future genefattgn$ of Irish people. 

: ^ • • • 

E E C. PUTS IRISHMEN OUT OF WORK 
ANTHONY COUGHLAN IN early January there were 

96,000 people unemployed in 
the Twenty-six Counties. This is 
eight per cent of the working 
population of the State and is 
the highest unemployment 
figure since 1942. 

Worse than 1956. Worse than 
those dreadful years at the end of 
the 1950s when a quarter of a mil-
lion Irish people emigrated to 
Britain. The worst figures in fact 
since those dark days of the War, 
the time of rationing, shortages and 
the "state of emergency", which 
many young people now hardly 
even remember. 

The difference between now and 
1942 and between now and the late 
'50s is that there is little or no 
emigration f rom the State. Little 
or no net emigration, that is, for 
while some people still leave, they 
are balanced out by those who are 
returning. 

Let us hope this situation will 
continue. If emigration occurred 
the unemployment in Ireland 
would be less. But so would the 
pressures to get something done 
about the job losses. As it is, the 
attitudes of young people to emi-
grating seem to have altered. The 
relative prosperity of the 1960s has 

affected the tradition which assumed 
that one-quarter to one-third of 
each generation should emigrate. 
The young people today have 
higher standards. They like the 
idea of building their lives in Ire-
land. There is no great enthusiasm 
among them for the emigrant ship. 

The situation in Britain too is 
unattractive. There is little incen-
tive to join the dole queue in Bir-
mingham. 
IMPORTANT too are the higher 
" levels of social welfare benefit 

available in Ireland. An unem-
ployed man with a wife and two 
children can now get in welfare 
benefits a sum which almost 
equals his average wages while at 
work. If one takes into account 
such things as travelling expenses 
going to and from the job, unem-
ployment can initially make little 
difference to a man. Last year the 
Irish Government introduced pay-
related unemployment benefits, as 
was done by Harold Wilson in 
Britain a decade ago. This means 
a much less drastic fall in income 
if one loses a job than used to be 
the case. Of course these benefits 

only last some months'. After that 
there comes a drastic fall in 
income. But the effect is to soften 
the impact of the growing unem-
ployment. Redundancy payments 
have the same effect. These provide 
lump sums which are related to 
one's length of service before being 
dismissed. Sometimes the sums 
are substantial — -amounting to 
£1,000 or more. 

For once, Ireland's unemployment 
is not the worst in the E.E.C. In 
Denmark, another new EJE.C. mem-
ber, one in ten of the workers is 
unemployed! 

Directly or indirectly, the E.E.C. 
is mainly responsible for Ireland's 
unemployment. I t is directly 
responsible because of the shatter-
ing effect of tariff reductions on 
certain Irish industries strongly 
dependent on the home market and 
employing large numbers of people. 
The shoe industry, furniture 
making and .the textile trades are 
the most important here. There 
is a growing demand tha t the 
Government should reimpose tariffs 
or quotas to safeguard employment 
in these trades. Mr Just in Keating 

Goodbye to Austin Hogan 
A USTIN HOGAN, co-founder, 

^ with the late Michael Quill, 
of the Transport Workers' Union 
of America in 1934, died in Cork 
on St. Stephen's Day, aged 68— 
one month almost to the day af ter 
finally leaving New York. 

In a letter to the "Irish Times" 
from New York, Mr Sean Cronin, 
who knew Austin Hogan well, gave 
details of his remarkable life and 
career. 

Hogan and Mike Quill were 
stormy figures of the American 
labour movement in the 1930s 
when John L. Lewis was building 
the Congress of Industrial Organ-
isations as a rival to the craf t 
unionism of the American Federa-
tion of Labour. The Transport 
Workers' Union base was in New 
York, among the Irish immigrant 
underground railroad workers, many 
of them from Kerry and the West-
ern counties. 

The Quill - Hogan partnership 
fashioned a militant union on the 
principles of James Connolly, who 
had been an organiser in New York 
for the I.W.W. — the "Wobblies"— 
between 1902 and 1910 and who 
had tried and failed, because of 
the hostility of the craft unions, 
to organise the Irish subway 

workers. Connolly wrote a pamph-
let on his experiences and this be-
came a bible of the young T.W.U. 

A USTIN HOGAN was born in Co. 
Clare, the son of a R.U.C. con-

stable named De Loughrey, and was 
educated in Cork, where he went 
to the North Monastery and the 
Crawford Technical School. He 
was a memb |r of the ^Fiaryia 
Eireann during the Civil War. 

He emigrated to America in the 
late 1920s and studied engineering 
at Columbia University. He be-
came a civil engineer and worked 
in California and New York, but 
as a keen student of Connolly 
offered his services to the Irish 
Workers' Club which J im Gralton, 
a native of Leitrim, who had been 
deported from Ireland in 1931 by 
the Cosgrave Government, had 
organised. 

Sean Cronin writes tha t Austin 
Hogan told him some time ago: 
"I used the name Hogan because 
I intended to spend six months at 
most organising Irish workers. I 
was staying with my sister and she 
knew nothing about my activities. 
And I was tr / ing to protect my en-
gineering job." Hogan had been 
his mother's name and he adopted 
it legally from then on. 

THERE ARE PRESBYTERIAN REPUBLICANS 
, r P H E twenty-two Presbyteries of 

the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland have been asked to make 
an "in depth" study of the aims 
and principles of Irish Republican-
ism. 

This is the first important swing 

away from Unionism on the part 
of Presbyterians since the days of 
the "Liberal Home Rulers." 

The Belfast South Presbytery 
says in a , s tatement that while it 
condemns acts of violence done 
under the name of Republicanism, 

RUINING THE FERRIES 
JEVERAL years ago the "Irish 

Democrat" warned that British 
Rail was plotting to run down 
Holyhead as a preliminary to hand-
ing over the car ferry to private 
enterprise and ripping up the 
tracks. 

Now it looks as if they may be 
getting up to their tricks again. 
The latest move, which has the 
smell of political motivation, is to 
end the use of Holyhead as a cattle 
port. Irish farmers are organising 
to resist the danger of the loss of 
their most vital export route. 

British Rail is also trying to 
penalise Ireland by closure of the 
Heysham-Belfast route. This is 
said not to have been paying since 
the troubles began. 
' T W O travellers from Manchester, 

a Mrs and her daughter Miss 
Duffy crossed the channel on Jan-

uary 9th. They say they were 
forced to protest against the "foul 
and filthy" language of five drun-
ken soldiers. One of the women 
was pushed so hard by one of the 
soldiers that she fell to the ground 
and lost consciousness. The older 
woman, seventy years old, was 
smacked across the face by one 
of the soldiers and her spectacles 
were smashed. After she fell the 
soldier kicked her in the stomach. 

I t proved impossible to discover 
anybody from whom medical atten-
tion could be obtained. When the 
Captain of the vessel was ap-
proached, say the complainants, he 
appeared to be genuinely! sorry, 
but could do nothing. And com-
plaints to the military and civilian 
police at Belfast were ignored. The 
Duffy family have suggested tha t 
it is no wonder people don't travel. 

it recognises that there is a "sober 
and rational" Republicanism. 

Rev. Richard Gordon, Presbyter-
ian Chaplain at Queen's University, 
Belfast, in a recent s tatement said 
tha t Republicanism in Ireland has 
taken many forms. I n one form it 
means merely separation from Eng-
land; in another it means a form" 
of socialism to replace the Toryism 
of successive Dublin Governments. 

I I E said he appreciated that for 
I I many Presbyterians the word 

"Republicanism" was highly emo-
tive. But in a mature society there 
should be freedom for all to, hold 
and express the opinions of their 
choice. 

Many Presbyterians in the twenty-
six counties, and some in the six, 
held Republican opinions. He 
added that when a f t e r 1920 the 
Protestant community almost com-
pletely rejected the study of Irish 
language, literature and culture, it 
was a great loss. 

It will be remembered tha t the 
Presbyterians played a big part in 
the Feakle talks t h a t led to the 
cease fire. 

The Belfast Presbyterians have 
struck a blow for Ireland, and not 
for the first time. 

Mike Quill, who cam '^ f rom Kil-
garvan, Co. Kerry, was an orator 
in the O'Connell tradition, writes 
Cronin, full of wit and blarney and 
a master of invective. Hogan was 
quiet, solid, and a brilliant organ-
iser. Together in the Depression 
years they made the Transport 
Workers' Union of America a force, 
first in New York, and then in 
other cities. Both were militartfy 
left-wing and were considered 
"Reds" by their foes. 

r p H E Y split in 1947-48 and Hogan, 
who had never worked in the 

industry, was expelled from the 
Union as an alleged Communist. 
I t was the height of the Cold War 
with McCarthyism just around the 
corner. 

During the Second World War 
Hogan joined the U.S. Army, be-
came a captain of engineers and 
was badly wounded in the Pacific. 
After leaving the Transport 
Workers' Union he returned to his 
old profession and worked In 
Florida and California. He retired 
to Ireland six years or so ago be-
cause of increasing ill-health 
brought on mainly by war injuries. 
Two years ago he returned to New 
York to work again as an engineer. 
The Transport Workers' Union — 
old feuds forgiven if not forgotten 
— paid his fare back and gave him 
a big reception. Last August he 
entered the Veterans' Hospital in 
New York. He returned to Ire-
land at the end of November from 
the Veterans' Hospital, having per-
suaded the medical staff tha t he 
was well enough to make the last 
journey across the Atlantic. A small 
group of old friends saw him off. 

ERALD O'REILLY, of Co. 
* Meath, an official of the Trans-

port Workers' Union for many 
years, paid Austin Hogan the fol-
lowing tribute: "Austin Hogan was 
a great fighter for the underdog. 
He was among the first to demand 
tha t the "man on the tracks", as 
he called him, the unskilled worker 
at the bottom of the heap, be given 
a break as a skilled worker. He 
never became a brasshat in the 
union. Those who worked with 
him regret his passing very much." 

Mrs Michael Quill said, "I mourn 
the loss of a cherished friend and 
dedicated champion of the exploited 
and oppressed." 

John Nolan, a native of Co. 
Kerry, one of the early members 
of the T.W.U., said: "Austin Hogan 
spent himself in the service of 
the union. He was the most sdf -
sacriflclng man I have known. And 
in the end what did he get? He 
got the boot from the union he 
created." 

and Dr Garret FitzGerald are 
scurrying to and fro between Brus-
sels and Dublin in an effort, it is 
said, to be allowed to impose such 
measures by the E.E.C. If we were 
not in the E.E.C. the workers con-
cerned need not lose their jobs. 
t i t h e E.E.C. is also responsible be-

cause of the mess it has 
caused our agriculture. Follow-
ing the advice of the E.E.C. Com-
mission in Brussels, and thei» 
mouthpieces among the Irish poli-
ticians, the farmers two years ago 
over-expanded their cattle num-
bers. At the same time the price 
of dead meat was kept up for con-
sumers by the Government's buy-
ing it off the market for sale at 
dumped prices outside the E.E.C. 

Demand has now fallen and 
farm incomes are drastically cut. 
On average Irish f a r m incomes 
have fallen 15 per cent or so dur-
ing 1974. (It is important to bear 
in mind that this figure is an 
average, for some farmers — the 
smaller ones — have had hardly 
any income at all over the past 
twelve months, while some of the 
big cattle fatteners have done very 
nicely, indeed). But the general 
result has been a cut in demand 
for the goods the farmers buy. 

INDIRECTLY, the E.E.C. contri-
butes to unemployment because 

it prevents the Irish Government 
adopting the measures w h i c h 
would be necessary to stem the 
job losses. Power to impose 
tariffs and quotas has already been 
mentioned. But the power to 
develop State industries, and keep 
Irish natural resources in Irish 
bands, to adopt industrial aids and 
incentives of various kinds and take 
other relevant measures are all 
radically constricted by the E.E.C. 

The Government's solution to the 
current economic troubles is to bor-
row abroad as much as it possibly 
can. Last year it borrowed over 
£200 million. This year foreign 
borrowing should amount to £250 
million. These gigantic sums have 
to be repaid, with interest, over the 
coming years. It is a policy of 
living today and letting others pay 
the bill tomorrow. 

OW long the process can go on 
for, heaven knows! I t it 

doubtful if rich Germans or Arabs 
or Swiss will continue lending 
money to an Irish Government in 
such extraordinary amounts, when 
the balance of payments deficit is 
one-tenth of the country's total 
income and when there are little 
signs of things radically improv-
ing. The accumulation of such 
debts gives the Government, of 
course, a vested interest in infla-
tion, for the morev rapidly the cur-
rency is inflated the easier it be-
comes in time to pay off such loans. 
Meanwhile, one-quarter of our tax 
bill goes towards interest payments 
on past loans and all the signs are 
of a crisis in Irish public finance 
looming nearer, if the Govern-
ment 's ability to borrow is reduced. 

The big question is wha t hap-
pens in such a situation. A simi-
lar question is posed, of course, for 
Britain, where the pound is kept 
afloat by massive loans from the 
Arabs. 
T*7"ILL the Government, desperate 

* * for further money from 
abroad, impose stringent cuts at 
home in order to show foreign 
creditors it can pay its debts — 
putting the country in pawn to 
bankers and foreign Governments? 
Or will it impose strict measures 
of economic control — selective 
tariffs on imports, rationing of es-
sentials to ensure they are distri-
buted fairly and strict penalties for 
speculators who try and take money 
out of the country? 

In essence this is an issue be-
tween the right and the left, be-
tween those who put the Interests 
of the E.E.C., of Germany « M 
America, before those of their own 
country and those who wish to 
take an independent line, a t what-
ever the cost to big business. In 
Ireland as in Britain the Struggle 
poses similar issues and the 
coming months could well bring 
it to a head. 

H< 
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T W E N T Y - S 1 X C O U N T I E S 

CAN THE TRUCE BE RESUMED? DECLARATION 
OF INTENT 

JN an editorial in 'An Poblacht' 
the "provisional" Sinn Fein 

repeat their demand for an Eng-
lish "Declaration of intent". 

We publish the key para-
graph for the benefit of people 
who need to know. Ikruns :— 

"The basic demand in the 
ceasefire proposals of Og la igh 
na hEireann, that on which 
there is no room for compro-
mise, is the British declaration 
of intention to withdraw en-
tirely from Ireland, leaving 
the solution of Irish problems 
and the management of Irish 
affairs entirely to the Irish 
people, north, south, east and 
west." 

They qualify this statement 
by adding: "The date of final 
withdrawal, and the means are 
open to negotiation. The guaran-
tees, on both sides, are open to 
negotiation." 

The editorial speaks of the 
great importance of political 
work among the people. This is 
an itnportant development. 

It is conceivable that there is 
o growing realisation that the 
implications of this policy are 
intensely political. For example, 
what other organisations of the 
Irish people as well as Sinn Fein 
would need to be consulted, and 
how ? And since it is improb-
able that the British Govern-
ment would negotiate with any-
thing less tfran an Irish Govern-
ment (it could hardly negotiate 
over the heads of Dublin on such 
a subject as the proposed nine-
county Ulster Assembly), what 
say would Sinn Fein or the 
other organisations have in the 
Dublin Government, and how 
would they achieve it ? 

Notes & News 
UNEMPLOYMENT is soaring in 

the six counties. Assemblyman 
Ivan Cooper has blamed the 
Northern Ireland Finance Corpora-
tion for the disappearance of 200 
jobs in Derry shirt factories and 
the prospect of many more redun-
dancies. Cheap imports from the 
Common Market are tft blame. In 
engineering also 200 jobs have 
been lost at Castlereagh. 

Last month unemployment 
totalled £32,170. Mr Wilson could 
offer no more than promises to 
have talks with the Common 
Market bosses. But the SDLP has 
demanded a revision of the finan-
cial arrangements between Great 
Britain and the six counties. 

it it it 
Mr Gerry Pitt 's house in Antrim 

Road Belfast, has been scheduled 
as an ancient monument and must 
not be knocked down. 

it it it 

Mr Patrick Joseph McClean was 
awarded £i«,ooo compensation for 
suffering inhuman treatment and 
torture on internment day. Mr 
B. D. Morgan of Lurgan was 
awarded £i,ooo against the Army 
in compensation for assault and 
battery. Fr. Faul has aooused the 
army of re-internlng a man who 
K0t £16,000 compensation for 
torture in order to complete 
experiments on him. 

it it it 
W ,r>a six UDA men got life 

u aP r . i ' ) ' io«Ot for the murder of a 
policeman.'i Judge McGonigal at 
Belfast City Commission said that 
the UDA stood condemned from 
the fact that twelve of its mem-
t>ew h*d come before him on 
charges connected with this event. 
He described them as "behind the 
hedge run-away gun-men." 

Q F the popularity of the 
v ceasefire that lasted from 
before Christmas to Thursday 
night, January 16th, there can 
be no doubt. 

As soon as there was a danger 
tha t it was coming to an end, there 
were massive peace demonstra-
tions throughout the six counties. 

At the time of writing the bomb-
ing has begun again in the six 
counties and in Britain, though 
mercifully there has been no 
repetition of the Birmingham hor-
ror, which however it should be 
remembered may have had nothing 
to do with the I.R.A. 

The British news media are say-
ing tha t the campaign has been 
renewed in hopes of inducing the 
British Government, which is be-
lieved to want peace, to bring pres-
sure on Dublin to give in to the 
demands of the Portlaoise hunger 
strikers. They do not wish to ap-
pear to be doing nothing when 
men are making the traditional de-
mands for political treatment and 
are on hunger strike for them. 

While this may be true, it is also 
clear that the talks that took place 
between provisional Sihn Fein and 
the British Government civil ser-
vants have not yet resulted in a 
mutually acceptable package. 
i~ )NE "thing, t ha t the British are 

surprisingly mutton - headed 
about is the issue of sovereignty. If 
they were to make it clear tha t 
they did not claim sovereignty in 
the six counties, and that by right 
the territory belonged to the Irish 
republic, it is doubtful whether they 
would be pressed for any immediate 
action on this principle. It could 
only be applied anyway when the 
political conditions were ripe for 

p E L I G I O N has entered into 
two arguments which have 

arisen when the north of Ireland 
question has come to be discussed. 
The one Is that the Protestantism 
of the Orange Order represents in 
Ulster terms the normal Protestant 
beliefs of the Church of England 
and of the non-conformists as they 
are known on this side of the 
water. It is therefore a logical 
demand that non-Catholics of this 
type in England should support the 
political and social olaims of the 
Orange movement as it affects the 
six counties. Such was the 
attitude of Archbishop Darcy of 
Armagh during the Carsonite period 
and it is reflected today by the 
avidity with which Paisleyites hurl 
charges of treachery against any 
supporter of the oeoumenical move-
ment. It is not without interest 
that Or. Darcy in later years found 
his ideal form of government in the-
Italy of Mussolini. The second 
argument is that the whole north-
ern question is one of religion, of 
Catholic against Protestant. It is 
a disturbing fact that this type 
of propaganda Is assisted by the 
use of labels like Catholic and 
Protestant to denote political 
attitude* for a belief of this kind 
has assimilated itself to all too 
much popular thinking and is of 
assistance to the National Front 
form of tirade. 

Both beliefs call for a momentary 
examination. In the first case, it 
Is merely untrue to interpret 
English religion in terms of 
Orangelsm save for the narrower 
members of the low church party 
in the Church of England. They 
have always been distinguished for 
an irrational and emotive hatred 
of the Church of Rome as repre-
senting the exact opposite to their 
own somewhat questionable beliefs. 
Nor is it without relevance that 
exponents of this form of religion 
are almost invariably narrow and 
intolerant Tories In politics. The 
larger non-conformist denomina-
tions would seem to have become 
broader of mind with the years and 

its application. 
But the habit of imperial think-

ing dies hard. There is always some 
reason why they want to hang on 
to what is not theirs. To this day 
they will not state clearly that the 
people of the six counties can join 
with the Republic when they wish: 
they will only say they will not 
rejoin the Republic if they do not 
wish. 

A reversal of their standpoint in 
this matter would have immense 
psychological importance, yet could 
hardly excite violent repercussions 
from the Orangemen. 
r p H E refusal to open the door to 
-*- a united Ireland is what frus-
trates the Republicans. If the door 
was open then Republicanism could 
concentrate on the political task of 
inducing the Orangemen to walk 
through it. And the political his-
tory of Ireland would then become 
one of building unity, and placing 
in the forefront issues on which all 
Irishmen can take common action, 
for example jobs, housing, social 
services, and the supreme issue of 
getting out of the Common Mar-
ket. 

It is frequently said that the atti-
tude of the provisionals is what 
makes this impossible. Maybe tha t 
is true in the immediate sense. But 
idealists become extremists in stress 
of frustration. And it is the hypo-
crisy that characterises the English 
position that supplies the last 
irritant. 

Then again during the truce, ac-
cording to Father Faul, Mr Merlyn 
Rees went on interning people. He 
is said to have signed two orders. 
The "profile" of military operations 
was certainly distinctly lower, but 
towards the close of the truce, the 
army gradually stepped up its 

operations. The releases from 
Long Kesh were half-hearted. Per-
haps it was na tura l enough that 
the two sides should be mutually 
suspicious. But it is deplorable that 
an opportunity to restore the six 
counties to conditions in which 
political life could be conducted, 
was let slip. Let us hope all is not 
lost and that an early effort will 
be made to restore matters. 

For some place, some time, the 
interested parties will have to get 
round a table. Why not now? 

A PROMINENT Belfast Trade 
Unionist told the "Irish Demo-

cra t" t ha t the most vital interest of 
the movement was precisely this 
restoration of normal political life 
—as normal as political life ever 
can be in the six counties chopped 
from the body of Ireland by West-
minster statute. 

And all parties but the extremist 
Unionists agree, tha t internment 
is i rr i tant No. 1. If internment 
were forthwith done away with, if 
the troops were got off the streets, 
and if the Government would state 
its willingness to consider introduc-
ing whatever legislation the forces 
of democracy in the six counties re-
gard as essential for their protec-
tion (for example the Bill of Rights 
or Bill of Civil Rights) then it is 
widely believed tha t the "Pro-
visionals" would respond to public 
feeling, and move towards a fresh 
truce. 

It is the constant presence of 
these irritants tha t make it so 
difficult to make progress. 
I O C E P T I C I S M over power-sharing 

seems to be rising. The Faulk-
ner Unionists have told the S.D.L.P. 
tha t unless they give up all thought 
of an "Irish Dimension" they will 

not share power with them. Ac-
cording to English Government 
statements this seems to suggest 
that there will be no power de-
volved. and direct rule will con-
tinue indefinitely. Other observers 
believe that the S.D.L.P. could more 
easily give up power-sharing than 
the Irish dimension. These see 
power-sharing merely as a device 
to get an important section of the 
nationalist people entoiled in the 
working of the Union. 

Some people are therefore be-
ginning to think t h a t perhaps the 
healthiest position f r o m which pro-
gress could be made, would be a 
local six county administration 
based on majority rule, but pre-
vented from abusing its powers by 
a Bill of Rights writ ten into the 
constitution, plus an open-ended 
right to amalgamate with the rest 
of Ireland when the political con-
ditions were right, and the power 
to fuse services on an all-Ireland 
scale at any time, and without prior 
British permission. 

Certainly the S.D.L.P. are not 
likely to accept the Unionist de-
mand tha t the "Irish dimension" 
must not even be talked about dur-
ing the constitutional convention 
—whenever we see it. 

COMPENSATE 
THEM 

Director of Public Prosecutions 
Michael Hill withdrew charges 
against three men who had been 
arrested in connection with the 
Guildford bomb incident. It is 
damnable that innocent men should 
be imprisoned for weeks when there 
is no case to answer. They should 
be generously compensated. 

RELIGION AND THE NORTHERN TROUBLES 
BY 

F. H. AMPHLETT MICKLEWRIGHT 
nowadays to interpret their tradi-
tional beliefs in a liberal spirit. 

Perhaps the vista of Dr. Paisley 
hurling a Bible at the head of the 
Methodist, Dr. Soper, is a potent 
sign of the times. Out of this 
broadening vision has arisen the 
oecumenical movement which seeks 
understandings with Rome rather 
than a revival of the battle-cries 
of the sixteenth century. Yet it is 
these very battle-cries which the 
Orangemen now seek to revive. A 
glance at their somewhat scanty 
literature shows them to be 
narrowly biblical so long as the 
pages of the text can be interpreted 
by themselves. The image of 
William III on a white horse is 
used with the veneration which is 
near idolatry. 

A conviction that they are wholly 
right and that everybody else is 
wrong breeds the fierce religious 
and political intolerance which has 
prompted the holy war in Belfast 
over the years. Politically, their 
narrow conservatism does nothing 
to seek social amelioration but does 
do a great deal to conserve the 
slums of the Shankill. A vigorous 
Orange protest against the inter-
vention over Christmas of the 
Ulster church leaders is merely the 
logical outcome of their general 
background. 

It scarcely needs asserting that 
such is not the outlook of the 
average non-Catholic in England 
or Scotland outside the Liverpool 
and Glasgow Orange , belt. But 
the serious Issue arising is that the 
Orange movement is still a living 
and most powerful organisation in 
the north of Ireland, affecting as 
it does politics and society, trade 
and commerce, and entering into 
every aspect of life. When it is 
recalled that some of the leading 
unionist politicians are among its 
votaries, it is realised that the 
eradication of the Orange order is 

one of vital necessity if Ulster 
political life is to a t ta in a new look. 

Perhaps this is a question with 
which Edward Heath might con-
cern himself on one of his hasty 
trips to Northern Ireland made with 
the aim of rallying the flagging 
unionist forces. Certainly, as a 
devout member of the Church of 
England, he might be expected to 
make clear the fact that the 
religion of the Orange Order is 
something entirely unrepresentative 
of Christians who observe the social 
decencies on both sides of the 
water. 

irT*HE argument tha t the back-
ground of Northern Ireland's 

troubles is simply a clash between 
two religions, one loyal to the 
Crown and the other to the Pope, 
is something that has been heard 
over the years. I t recalls the 
Hibernophobia sounded out by 
extreme Protestants at the end of 
the last century and set forth in 
volume af ter volume of notorious 
attacks upon Irish Catholics by Mr 
Michael McCarthy. 

It Is tittle wonder that the 
Gaelic Leaguers saw this major 
exponent of the theory as a figure 
of fun and roared with laughter at 
his flamboyant "Priests and People 
in Ireland." In fact, they laughed 
so much that McCarthy left the 
country and continued to pour 
forth his warnings of woe against 
Jesuits and the like from his Lon-1 

don base to all who would listen. 
There is something in common be-
tween this forgotten gentleman 
and the present-day author. Avro 
Manha t t en j save tha t M&nhatten 
does not seem to find Tory politics 
a strong enough safeguard and has 
sought refuge in an advocacy of 
Paisley and the National Front. 

Indeed, the argument of a 
religious clash assists strongly 
National Front propaganda by 
ignoring the whole of the social 
and economic Issues involved. 

During the present troubles, this 
over-simplification h a s been heard 
elsewhere for it has been used by 
some secularists of the type who 
are less concerned with philo-
sophical doubt than with a pro-
fessional regard for attacking 
religion in any shape or form. I t 
has been saddening to hear the 
religious clash theory put forth in 
quarters which were brave cham-
pions for liberty of thought half a 
century ago. Some Unitar ians have 
taken exactly the same line. 

In Ireland they are represented 
by the Non-subscribing Presby-
terians, a small last century seces-
sion from the parent body who 
have .ended in complete reaction 
and in making efforts to become 
accepted by the orthodox and by 
the Orange Order. Perhaps they 
have never got over the fact that 
the Rt. Hon. J. M. Andrews was 
one of their number, a fact which 
may lead them to believe that the 
creecTof so illustrious a public and 
denominational figure must never 
be questioned! Certainly, their 
English counterparts have been 
very silent all through the Ulster 
troubles. A decayed sect wHlch 
claims dogmatic liberty, it is strange 
that some Unitarians will advocate 
a denunciation of all that is 
suggestive of Catholicism whether 
in Ireland or nearer home with a 
red-faced bigotry ,r which would 
make Dr. Paisley appear by com-
parison as an angel of Jlght and 
of liberty. ' . T W , . 
TT is not without interest that. 
• this view has now received a 

shattering blow. In future. It can 
only be put forward by anybody 
who is wholly out of touch with the 
facts of the case. The group of 
churchmen who marked Christmas, 
1974, with a valiant attempt to 
maintain the IRA ceasefire truce 
and to tnstteate peac* talks was 
most Interesting in its culminated 
composition. It consisted of 
Cardinal Conway, Archbishop of 
Armagh and Primate of Ireland, 
Dr. Simms, the primate of the 
Church of Ireland and Protestant 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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THE BANKS OF MY OWN 
LOVELY LEE 

| )H. oitt'ii niv thoughts and my fancies take flight. 
To the home of my childhood away : 

To the days when my patr iot fervour shone bright. 
Ere I thought that those joys would decay. 

For my heart was as light as the wild winds that blow. 
Down the Mardyke, through each elm tree. 

Where I sported and played in the green leafy shade. 
On the banks of my own lovely Lee. 

T w a s a beautiful land and the green isle of song, 
Ere her gems shed the i r light o 'er the world, 

When wra thfu l dogs came bearing ages of wrong. 
To the standard St. Patrick unfurled, 

Oh, would I were there with the friends I love best. 
And my bosom fond partner with me, 

1 would roam o'er that shore and when weary would rest 
On the banks of my own lovely Lee. 

Oh ! how oft in the springtime of laughter and s o n g -
Shall I ever forget those dear hours, 

With the boys of my youth I rambled along 
Through banks of lovely wild flowers; 

And then when the evening sun, sinking to rest, 
Shed her golden light over the sea, 

The maid with her lover the wild daisies caressed, 
On the banks of my own lovely Lee. 

Oh ! what joys would be mine ere life would decline, 
Like sand on the sea-beaten shore, 

If the steel-feathered eagle o'erspreading the line, 
Brought tidings of freedom once more. 

But now what remains for this poor strength to crave, 
But that my last crimson drOp be for thee, 

TO sprinkle the grass o'er my forefathers' grave. 
On the banks of my own lovely Lee. 

LAY HIM AWAY ON THE HILLSIDE 
"THE grey dawn had crept o'er the stillness of morning, 

The dewdrops they glittered with icicled breath, 
The notes of the bugle sounded its warning, 

A young Irish soldier lay sentenced to death. 
"No cold-blooded murdef hdS stained my pure cbnscience," 

fie called as a witness his Maker Op high, 
fie'd simply been fighting for Ireland's loved freedom, 

Arrested and tried, he was sentenced to die. 

Lay him away on the hillside, 
Along with the brave and the bold ; 

Inscribe his name on the scroll of fame, 
In letters of purest gold. 

"My conscience shall never convict me," 
He said with his last dying breath : 

"May God bless the cause of old Ireland, 
For which I am sentenced to death." 

He thought on the love of his feeble old mother, 
He thought of the colleen so dear to his heart; 

With words of affection he scarcely could utter, 
Well knowing from both how soon he must part, 

He feared not to die, though his heart was nigh broken, 
It was simply remembrance of those he loved well; 

The Bible he pressed to his heart as a token, 
And its words cheered his soul in a felon's cold cell. 

To the old barrack square they marched the young hero. 
The bandage he tore from his eyes in disdain ; 

"Do you think I'm afraid of a crime-sodden Nero 9 

I'd die for my country again and again. 
I blame not my comrades for doing their duty, 

Aim straight at my heart," were the last words he said, 
Exposing his breast to the point of the rifles. 

The smoke cleared away, the young soldier was dead. 
(This song commemorates James Daly of the 
Connaught Rangers, shot for mutiny in India 
1 9 2 0 ) . 

SUABH GEAL gCUA 
A SHLIABH Geal gCtia na Feile is fada uait i gee in me 

* * r bio shui eois eaain i m'aonar go ti'eitftltfg fafil Miron. 
Art toilfe bhul ar thaohh 41pm idir me f« tff hih ehlelbhc, 
k a ShHabh Geal gCua na Feile, nach gear e mb tceoi! 
Da mheinn-se I meaec me gbaoita, In srfaftclaa na seimhfhear, 
Mdr a teaipeann teas na greine ann on Mir gtiil gan tra, 
Na da mbeinn-se ansuid faoin reileann nuair a thuiteann drueht 

ar (hear ann 
A Shliabh Geal gCua na Feile, da mba fheidir I dh'fhail! 

Is 6 me lean na fuireas togaint le leann i» morehuid eolais, 
I nGaefuinn wasaH eeolmhar, ba aheolta mo Mieal, 
Dothahharfainn euairt thar saile, Is thabharfainn baa lhar barr 

oftugat 
a Stillabh Geal gCua, babhrea liom thf dh'Srdach i reim 

Patrick Sheehan 
or 

The Glen of 
A her low 

(The hero of this song really lived 
—when he was arrested for begging 
the great Fenian writer Charles J. 
Kicfcham was moved to write this 

song about him). 

MY name is Patrick Sheehan, 
My years are thirty-four; 

Tipperary is my native place 
Not far from Galtymore; 

l< came of honest parents 
But now they're lying low, 

And many a pleasant day I spent 
In the Glen of Aherlow. 

My father died, I closed his eyes 
Outside our cabin door; 

The landlord anil the sheriff, too 
Were there the day bef6re. 

And then my Ibving mother 
And sisters three also 

Wire forced to go with broken 
hearts 

From the Glert of Aherlow. 

For three long months in search of 
work 

I wandered far and near 
i went then to the pdorhouse 

For to see my mother dear; 
The news I heard near broke my 

heart 
But still in all my woe 

I blessed the friends who made 
their graves 

In the Glen of Aherlow. 

Bereft of home and kith and kin 
With plenty all around, 

l starved within my cabin 
And slfept upon the ground; 

But cruel as my lot was 
I ne'er did hardship know 

Tiri I Joined the English Army 
Far away from Aherlow. 

"Rouse up there," says the corporal. 
"You lazy Hirish 'ound; 

Why den't you hear, you sleepy 
dog, 

The calf To anils' soUnd? 
Alas, l had been dreaming 

Of days long, long ago, 
f woke before in Sebastopol 

And not in Aherlow. 

r groped to firtS my musket-
H&i <firr* I trtoiitffit the night-

0 Blessed God, it was not dark, 
it was the broad daylight I 

And wMtfn I found that I wis blind 
My tears began to flow; 

1 longed for e'en a pauper's grave 
In the Glen of Aherlow. 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, 
fHHM is a mournful tale, 

A poor blind prlsorter here I am 
In Dublin's dreary jail; 

Struck blind within the trenches 
Where i never feared the foe; 

And now i ll never see again 
My own sweiet Ah6rlow. 

A poor neglected rtttfidfcanf 
l Wandered through tlii street, 

My nine mbniths' pension n6W being 
out 

l beg frtfm all I meet; 
As I Joined my country's tyrants 

My face I'll never show 
Among the kind old neighbours 

lii the Glen of Aherlow. 

Then Irish youths—deaf countfy-
m*n-

Takk rteea of What I say, 
For If yoti jtflh the English ranks, 

voirir gbr6fy rue tfte day; 
And Whfcrtver yoil an! tempted 

A soldiering t 0 g6 
Remember poor blind Shtttiart 

From the Glen of AfiWfott. 

Ae*«L .„ 
>• ilan, a 

m Mltrt nd Bftfee, Uttf bftadta, fcleannts it rfelfthte, 
i*at andhn thar trtanmhult. thaW (reithlag gan bhri, 
oil le 0 i « me a ghltPeh as, mo fcfclafete siar (e hCirinn, 

na FeUe, le saoreheaA om ohroi. 

TRANSLArtbMi 
(1) It is almost low water. 
(2) He was present when 

the will wds madfe. 
(3) I was p r e s e t at tha i 

cfcnversatloh. 
(4) He was just about com-

ing home. 
(5) According to what I 

hear. 
(6) I did not observe her 

very closely. 
til Ift *<ie*MM«n. 
a a a uuau am ••< m • 

THE CLIFFS OF DOONEEN 
Q N C E again I must wander from my own native home, 

Far across the blue mountains, far away o'er the foam, 
But in all of my ramblings the likes I've not seen 
Of the high rocky slopes round the cliffs of Dooneen. 

So farewell to Dooneen, farewell for a while 
And to all the kind neighbours I am leaving behind, 
To the crossroads and places where lately I have been, 
And the high rocky slopes round the cliffs of Doonfeeh. 

Oh, how pleasant to wander on a bright summer's day 
Where the apples and cherries will never decay, 
Where the hare and the rabbit no plainer can be seen 
Making homes for their young ones round thfe cliffs Of Dftoheen. 

Take a view o'er the Shannon, strange sights yoo'ii see there 
You'll see high rocky mountains on the west coast of Olftre 
Add the towers of Kflrush arid Kilbee can be seen 
Fr6m the high rocky slopes round the cliff* of Dooneen. 

So farewell to Doott&h, farewell for a while, 
And although we are parted by the raging sea wild, 
Once again I will wander with my Irish colleen 
Round the high rocky slopes of the cliffs Of DoOrifcen. 

PET6R CROWLEY 
A* I roved one evening in the holy month of June 

I strolled into ah old churchyard to vi«>W a riew-buflt tomb; 
I overheard ah old man sdy as tfte tears rolled from his eye*: 
"It's underheath that cold green sod brave Peter Crowley lies. 

Then tell me, Peter CroWley, come tell me, tell me true, 
Who stepped into Kilclooriey Wood thai day aiohg with you ? 
Who stood behind that broad oak tree and fired that signal gun ? 
Who fought and died for Ireland's rights ? 'twas you, my darling 

son." 

The man who fired that signal gun went tO his bwn abide, 
For many a weary mile he shouldered it thfe dark and weary read; 
Stiff and cold It's there jrbn lie, a stoirin geal mo chrbl, 
Because you were a Fenian bold and fOUgftf for liberty. 

Now to conclude and finish, as I have nomore to say, 
May the almighty and eternal God soon raise yotf from the clay, 
With a thousand men at.your command ami they both loyal and 

N e , 
To 66iri|iter English, Dutch and Dane as Irishmen cOuld dO. 

(This song commemorates Peter O'Neill Crowley, the Fenian, Billed in a 
fight with British soldiers on March 31st, 1867). 

THE WEST'S AWAKE 
U / H E N all besfde a vigil keep, the West's asleep, the West's 

asleep. 
Alas! add Well may Erin weep, when Connacht lies in slumber 

There laike and plain smile fair and free, 'mid rocks their guardian 
chivalry. 

Sing/ 0 ! let man learn liberty from crashing wind and lashing sea. 
• . 

That chain less Wave ahd lovely land, freedhtn and nafftmhbtfd 
demand; 

Be gtire, tffe great God never platitfled, for slumbering slaves a home 
sti grand. 

Ahd long;, a brave and haughty race honoured and sentinelled the 

O h ! not even their sons' disgrace can quite destroy their glory's 
trace. 

For often, in O'Connor's van/ to triumph dashed eaoh Connacht clan 
Arttf met as deer the NWrftdA* faff thro' Corrsliabh Pass and 

AMffehaft; 
Arid lafef times saw deeds as bfave, and glory guards Olanricarde's 

gfiVe, 
Sing, OH! tliey died their land to save at Aughrfm's slopes and 

Shannon's wave. 

And it< when aH a vigil keep* the West's asleep ! the West's asleep ! 
Alas t and well may Erin toMfe tH*t Connacht lies in slumber deep. 
Bift hdfk! a VOtle lflt« tfttrtfdet ipake "The Wesfs awake! the 

Wfet's • • i K e f 
Sid*, Oh 1 ttitftih t let fedgfand quake, we'll watch tin death for 

Erin's sake! 
it Yi" r • I'ii " 

•i r'-i-.- i ;,:.., .m. .f -.a. v „ " , : ,„ ,t . «, ^ 

JO»N TH€ CONNOLLY ASSOCfAftOM 
t i l l tU f f t i s FORM 

I aftree with the aims and polity of the Connolly Association 
and efieloBe £2.00 itft a year's membership or £1.00 for 6 
moMhS. 

Name • 

Address 

Cut out and post to 288 Grays Inn Rftad I/MwJon, W.C.I 
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HOOKS 

Voice of a 
small man 

• rthur Griffith and Non-Violent 
Sinn Fein", bv Richard Davis 
t Anvil, £4.95). 

i'HF. history of Ireland since 
' Arthur Griffith's death in 1922 

been unfavourable to a just 
opruisal of his character. The 
ullaborationist Free State gov-

ernment of 1922-1932 showed little 
interest in exploiting the most im-
.: riant concession which Griffith 

id wrung from the treaty nego-
: .u ions, namely fiscal autonomy, 
a rule its obsession with law and 
>:der was alien to his ideal of a 
mited nation. In the ^ m i n a n t 
:- ;.mna Pail ideology between 1932 
,ud 1973 he came to be associated 
>.ith partition and with anti-
,publican heresy. Socialists not 

Mirprisingly remember his invective 
against Larkin and insurrectionists 
:us faith in passive resistance. 
'Jndcr the coalition Griffith shares 
ii the odium officially bestowed on 
>!' nationalist leaders. 

In this penetrating study of the 
unprecedented wealth of political 
ideas between 1890 and 1920 
Richard Davis succeeds, among 
other things, in establishing the 
integrity of Griffith's political life. 
It was a life dedicated to Irish 
independence. As a young man, 
seeing no hope in the squabbling 
post-Parnell parliamentary party, 
he set himself to create a 
national self - consciousness tha,t 
could be shared by consfitutional-
ists, Fenians and even 'unionists. 
Bv 1905, when Sinn Fein took its 
original h%j r i c fptfn,* tyw^n pro-
cess had been made. 8)it five 
years later, when the liberal gov-
ernment's dependence on Irish sup-
port seemed to make home rule a 
certainty, even Griffith himself 
showed signs of faltering in his 
devotion to the central Sinn Fein 
policy of abstention from West-, 
minster. At the same time the 
I R B. element in the movement, 
led by Bulmer Hobson and P. S. 
OHegarty, was increasingly dis-
trustful of Griffith's indifference to 
the idea of a republic. Until 1917, 
when de Valera replaced Griffith 
is leader of an explicitly republi-
can movement, Sinn Fein played a 
minor part in the march of 
events. 

T H E main features of Sinn 
• Fein propaganda are carefully 

analysed in this book. Dr. Davis 
shows how the combination of dual 
monarchy and a revived 17S2 "con-
stitution" was calculated to appease 
the ascendancy, while economic 
nationajitm would appeal to the 
business community and the ab-
stentionist policy to the republi-
cans. in eaoh case he compares 
the doctrine with its historical 
analogue, the Austro-Hungarian 
AUSGLEICH of 1867, Grattan's 
parliament, the economic theory of 
List, the republican tradition since 
Wolfe Tone. He also notes the 
attention paid to Sinn Fein 
methods — including .guerrilla war-
fare, the theory and practice of 
which as dusorllted by Dan BreMi, 
Ernie Q MjUley and Tpm Darry are 
the suM** »f an epilogue — by 
suoh revolutionary leaders as 
Gandhi, Mo Chi Minh, Grivas, 
Guevara and others. 

The authqr's approach Is both 
original and modefri Irt Its unravel-
ling ot the- t*ychotogl€al strands 
which c<m#t»H)ed the WIS rishur. 
the T a n ^ , tETci; 
of ' 
biograppr IWuuliniittlkur'' _ 
as a t r i n e figure, his hubris a cmi-
vietlan tb*k a oaauonato Ideal < 
' ackln'i C6nrtoll5>'s 
luimanlty, , t i ' T falMd to see ttlftt 
social lajusttce Is 8« Insuperable 
an obdbacle to national unity as 
colonial rule. He wfta neither a 
stubborn reactionary (he praised 
Connolly* clarity of mind) nor, as 
*eats described him, a man con-
sumed by 'liysjerlcal pride" so 
much as an Idealist misled by. the 
intensity Of his Own patrlofclam Into 
beUevtog tha t a whole generation 
cgifld be Kuidod.by one man's lnfcel-

6.T. 

JOHN BULL'S FOOL 
"Carson", by H. Montgomery 

Hyde (Constable, £5.50). 

'J^HIS "new edition", as the intro-
duction describes it, is in fact 

a reprint, intended, so the intro-
duction says, to meet continuing 
demand for the 1953 edition now 
out of print. But it is also out of 
date in several important respects. 
For example, it describes Carson's 
support in 1926 for the return of 
the Lane pictures to Dublin, and 
brings the saga down to 1948. But 
there have been stirring episodes 
since then, the most memorable 
being the Belfast Orangemen's dis-
missal of Dr. Hyde himself from 
his seat at Westminster in 1959 for 
concerning himself about the salpe 
works of art. As a further example, 
the book's scanty and misleading 
account of the Irish convention of 
1917 reads as crude propaganda in 
the light of R. B. McDowell's care-
ful analysis of 1970. 

But the change between 1953 
and 1974 is most strikingly reflec-
ted in the author's own mood; the 

note of moderation struck in the 
new introduction serves to highlight 
the antique bigotry of the book 
itself. It is made clear that in 
1953 Hyde fully sympathised with 
Carson's contempt for Catholics (or 
uncivilised Celts, as Carson called 
them), trade unions and non-white 
races. At times the biographer 
weighs in with arguments of his 
own to justify his subject's preju-
dices: he states for instance that, 
outside the Protestant north, the 
young men of Ireland gave them-
selves over to a life of self-indul-
gence during world war one, yet 
figures have long been available 
to show that Ireland's involve-
ment in that war was proportion-
ately equal to England's. 

H. Montgomery Hyde was no 
doubt drawn to the study of Car-
son's life by a shared relationship 
with the Londonderry family and 
with the unionist party. But there 
was a predisposing factor in" his 
Boswellian reverence for rank, suc-
cess and wealth, which woujd have 
ensured a dull book even on a more 
attractive subject. 

/ 1 ARSON was a brutal man. He 
wrote to Lady Londonderry as 

early as 1910, when Home Rule be-
came a probability, that he 
yearned for violence. He was also 
a hypocrite: having established 
Protestant domination in the north 
by the appeal to force, he publicly 
exhorted Craig to treat the sub-
ordinate Catholics well, yet never 
once in the remaining 15 years of 
his life protested against Craig's 
failure to do so. Above all he .was 
an . ungenial man, not only in 
those hectoring courtropm cross-
examinations which Hyde quotes 
so admiringly but also in family 
relationships. "My children are a 
rum lot," he wrote; he referred in 
the House of Lords to his son's 
profligacy; he went off on solitary 
trips to continental resorts during 
the final weeks of his first wife's 
life. But Hyde's admiration is 
proof even against Carson's hypo-
chondria; almost every letter 
quoted has its moan about the 
sender's health. 

The real purpose of this reprint 
is to refurbish the origin-myth of 
unionist ascendancy, while the 
introduction is a weak attempt to 
conceal the iron chain of causation 
connecting Carson's fascist army 
of 1912 with the violent rise, vio-
lent heyday and violent demise erf 
Stormont. 

SEAMUS TREACY 

AND HIS SUCCESSOR 
"Faulkner", by William Bleakley 

(Mowbrays, £4.50). 

W i y J A M BLEAKLEY has ac-
complished a singular feftt. 

He has written a book about a 
contemporary Orange politician 
without mentioning any of the fol-
lowing : B specials, Burntollet, UpA, 
UVF, assassination gangs, SAS, 
torture of prisoners selected by the 
subject of the book, the reason why 
the SDLP left Stormont in 1971, 
the explosions of early 1969 which 
all but won Terence O'Neill's 
throne for Faulkner, the reports of 
Cameron, Drury, Widgery. 

How, with virtually every signifi-
cant event and organisation ex-
cluded from his brief, does Mr 
Bleakley fill up the pages? Partly 
with accounts of Faulkner's 
imaginary ancestry in medieval 
Ireland, an irrelevant reference to 
an 18th century namesake, George 
(Dean Swift's printer), folklore 
aboilt the family business and that 
sort of thing; but the real meat lies 
in a euloglum of Faulkner's virtues 
— which put the author to the pin 
of his collar, for Faulkner's virtues 
couldn't be stretched beyond 132 
pages, which had to be padded out 
with 70 pages of his speeches and 
writing. 

Mr B sets great store by virtue 
and has a rare nose for it. He sees 
for ex$pmle in Ian Paisley's jovial 
banter about the pope (Old Red 
Socks) a kindly desire to amuse 
"arcfejk Catholics". So tfye reader 
needn't be surprised when he pins 
the red badge of courage an Tauljc-

st not for military valour 
from conscription by Mr 

i's dipljflpacy, ^ultajer 
e ^ar years dqublisg fcjs 
but for his statjesowUike 

" of Orange 'marches 
^ l t c WBfrs m the 

ae" toad and' Puflglyw). 
TjiAUVCJHER'S other gre^t virtue 
4- is pragmatism, writes Mr B. 
ad nauMjun- Certain manifests 
tions of this — opposition to re-
form in cabinet and support for it 
in public, the policy of ahoot-to-
kill-on-suspicion, internment — 
finished Stormont and ensured vio-
l e n t throughout the British Isles 
It Is nonsense to claim that Faulk-
ner was converted in 1972 (like 
Gladstone in 1885, in the course of 
a holiday) to a tolerance of Catho-

lics of which there is not a trace 
in his 25 years in politics; humbug 
to give him credit for the lack of 
industrial strife in the,, .north (the 
Orange Order takes care of that), 
and either dishonesty or simplicity 
not to acknowledge that the com-
mittee system proposed by Faulk-
ner in June 1971 was a pjqy to 
seduce the SDLP into supporting 
the armed forces against the Catho-
lic population. 

This wishy-washy book, ob-
viously addressed to British read-
ers — brown ale for consumption 
off the premises — by suggesting 
that unionists and anti-unionists, 
culprits and victims, are equally 
responsible for the six-county night-
mare reveals far more of the truth 
about Bleakley's sincerity as a 
labour politician than it does about 
Faulkner. 

CI ARAN OESMQND 

"Ireland in the War Years IQ39-
1945", by Joseph T. Carroll 
(David & Charles, £4.50). 

TJRITISH and American diplo-
macy in regard to Ireland 

during the 1939-1945 war was both 
unscrupulous and maladroit. In 
the summer of 1940 Malcolm Mac-
Donald was offering a united Ire-
land in return for the use of Cork 
harbour and Lough Swilly. The 
munificence of the proposed ex-
change, six counties for two ports, 
and the minister's readiness to 
welsh on the government of Ire-
land act (Craigavon was aghast 
when he heard of it) would have 
roused suspicion in a more trusting 
breast than Mr de Valera's. 

This futile ploy was followed by 
a press campaign calculated to 
weaken the Irish leader politically, 
and then by a system of disguised 
economic sanctions which continued 
until 1946 without the consent of 
Britain's allies or Ireland's co-
members of the commonwealth. It 
is a measure ot the id>>»m of 
the 20-year old Irish state that the 
only counter-measure open to her, 
but never adopted, was to try the 
sobering effect of an embargo on 
Guinness exports. 

Meanwhile, the hawks in the 
British cabinet continued to press 
for the ports long after their ser-
vice advisers had made it plain 
that they would be no more than 
a costly embarrassment, while 
Churchill, unaware that the Ger-
mans had been in possession of the 
British navy's secret code since 
1936, attributed the enormous ship-

ping losses of 1940/41 to Ireland's 
neutrality. 

Joseph. T. Carroll's account of 
these dealings is the first to be 
based on the British cabinet papers 
released in 1972. These are incom-
plete, as the files on British war-
time espionage in Ireland are to 
remain secret until 1990. Irish 
papers for the period are not avail-
able: most of them were destroyed 
on de Valera's instructions for fear 
of the use German invaders might 
make of them, but possibly also 
out of a paternal concern to spare 
the electorate the details of the 
secret liaison between the Irish 
and British armies. By comparing 
the British documents with pub-
lished American and German ones 
and with the recollections of well-
placed observers, the author has 
produced an intriguing picture of 
a strange, shadowy historical inter-
lude. 

r r \HE centre of the ptyifpspuro is 
4- t^ken up Jjy pp yuler&ft per-
sonality, his cQffl|ge, graf# pt 
H»ljty, cunning, pgiit lf^ expertise, 
ftgrs, frustrations and inscruta-
bility. Clusfcif<*d around art his 
e q * s , Churchill, Mafey, Pray, 
Roosevelt, Hitler and a few sub-
ordinates like Aiken and Boland. 
Emphasis is laid on the 
tion of Irish neutrality, which de 
Valera consistently based on par-
tition though there wen? other 
potent reasons, chiefly t ip country's 
vulnerability »» attHTlLlMWtipf 
air, but also the incredibility of 
the moral posture assumed by the 
allies who had , ejth^r been a p X 
peasing Hitler fqr years or re-
mained neutral tbetnselves until 
they were attacked. 

Gaelic Revival 
"Poets and Dreamers", by Lady 

Gregory (Colin Smythe, £6.50) 

THIS book falls into two parts 
held together by the slender-

est of editorial cords, indeed ft 
would be truer to say it is two 
books arbitrarily stuck together. 
The first is composed of essays by 
Lady Gregory on West of Ireland 
folklore themes, some are based on 
what she heard either while visa-
ing the local workhouse, or whjto 
chatting by turf fires, others are 
written round translations of Irish 
ballads grouped under various" 
headings. The book starts with a 
fine essay on Raftery, who haunts 
the book. Many of those who gave 
Lady Gregory the subject matter of 
this book had known Raftery, all 
had come under his spell. 

I found the essays on Mountain 
Theology and Herb Healing the 
most rewarding, perhaps because 
they were short. Workhouft 
Dreams suffers from the defect ^ 
ail Lady Gregory's peasant glean-
ings, the woman had no style, qnf 
story is heaped on another with^t 
a breath drawn, even the stoutest 
stomach will find this indigestthtif). 
Again and again I found myfcelf 
wishing that either the material 
had been used by a consummate 
master such as Synge or James 
Stevens, who would have given it 
to us in a clear, three dimensional 
form, or that it had been written 
up by some Connaught woman who 
had heard it all in childhood, sit-
ting with bare feet in the turf 
ashes . . . But this is to carm it 
is fine source material and g l 
there ready to he used by us a f 
In our various ways. 

The second half of the book Is 
composed pf nine plays by Ofppiff 
Hyde translated by Lady Gregosy. 
ThjBy are full of fun and {lee* 
simple feeling. It is easy tt 
imagine what Joy they must ham 
brought to tha children of the 
West when they were first 
duced in their midst. 

I particularly Mked "The Burst-
ing of the Bubble", a skit on fciw 
famed luminaries of Trinity fttir 
lege, a *air of anti-National^ 
castle bootlickers who had a ourcf 
put on them so that they c^M 
only s^eak Irish Just when, horror 
of horrors, the Viceroy and his 
lady call to lp shown round tha 
College. It is great fun even now, 
it must have bean hilarious 
these giants were still walking thf 
earth. 

It would be good if someone 
to serve Douglas Hyde with the 
same detailed devotion as the pub-
lishers Colin Smythe are now serv-
ing Lady Gregory. 

P.O'F. 

The climax of the story came 
with the menacing American note 
of February 1944, originally a 
British idea token up enthusiasti-
cally by the U.S. ambassador Qf$f, 
Absurdly, it contained a hint of In-
vasion over the border to ejcpeJ 
eight Axis diplomats frpm Dublin 
Its purpose was to ostracize ~ ~ 
in the period folio' 
victory which now 

{ # , - ! & * 
vef 

hla' hroS&a& reply'V 
sneering victory speech 
1945 nsstored whatever 
he had sacrificed by 
condolences on Hitler's death. 

This cfrefully researched 
scores under two important 
first by exposing the 
C la^ Jhttt the allies wpnt i 
cleanse the worlg of the 
nazlsm, and second by show, 
a small country need npt 
jump "to the bidding of the $ 
boys, though it Will pay dearly 
its refusal. 

EAVANN CONQR 
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SOUTH 
LONDON C.A. 

| ' H K aunu.il g.-n. nil mee t ing of 
» South London brunch. Connolly 

Association -aas held on Thu r sday , 
January ltitii at Jeffreys Road Lib-
rary. Stockwell. where the b r anch 
meets every Thursday n igh t and 
welcomes visitors. 

Reporting on the year's activity, 
the secretary recalled how 1974 
opened with members of the branch 
taking part in a picket outside 
Brixton Jail on a bitterly cold New 
Year's Day in support of the Price 
sisters on hunger strike. 

He recalled the numerous mar-
ches. pickets, meetings and lobbies 
of Parliament in which the branch 
had engaged—and forecast tha t 
1975 would be an even busier year, 
for it looked like being "make or 
break'' year for Ireland. 

He thanked all members for the 
activity they had put in, particularly 
Jim McKeever and Desmond Starrs 
for their sterling work in winning 
support for our demands in the 
trade union movement, but above 
all the paper sellers who had gone 
out week after week to take the 
"Irish Democrat" to the readers. 

A new committee was elected 
which has since met to plan out 
activity for the coming period. 
Members are: Chairman, Siobhan 
O'Neill; vice-chairman, Des Starrs; 
secretary, Patrick Bond; treasurer, 
Rita McAlinden; committee, Jim 
McKeever, B e r n a r d Murphy, 
Michael Horgan. 

C. A. EXECUTIVE 
MEETS IN LONDON 

rJ tHE Executive of the Connolly 
Association met in London 

on Sunday, January 26th,* 
and Mr Alf Ward of Oxford 
was elected president for a 
second term. 

The main discussion revolved 
around the subject of the 
attack on the Irish Community 
and the financial difficulties 
this has caused the Association 
and "Irish Democrat". 

I t was decided to draw up a 
report on the working of the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, as fa r 
as this could be estimated, and to 
supply particulars to Members of 
Parliament who had requested 
them. There would also be 
approaches to the Home Secretary 
with a view to securing an 
instruction to police forces which 
would give guidelines on how to 
work the Act. 

It was decided tha t in view of 
the tenuous nature' of ceasefire 
prospects, which could not be 
expected to become really solid for 
some time, the emergency fund 
should be pressed ahead with. 

The second subject of discussion 
was the Common Market referen-
dum. 

Several speakers deplored the 
decision of the "Irish Post" to 
make itself the mouthpiece of the 
pro-marketeers, and it was decided 
to launch a campaign among the 
Irish with a view to persuading 
them tha t it was in their interest 
to vote against the BEC which was 
ruinjng Ireland and ruining England 
as well, as anybody who looked a t 
how fa r his pay packet went could 
see at a glance. 

I t was decided to hold this year's 
summer school in Oxford over the 
spring holiday, the subject to be 
"Dublin through the ages." 

The big public meeting against 
internment would take place on 
March 20th at the St. Pancraa 
Town Hall, and the recall confer-
ence on May 11th. 

Printed by Ripley Printers lAjl., 
(T.U.). Nottingham Road, Rlptty, 
Derbyshire, and published by 
283 Grays Inn Rd., London, WC1. 
Connolly Publications Ltd., at 

y^S it happened the speech was 
one of the longest I had ever 

listened to, or had the misfor-
tune to sit through. It began 
almost as soon as the men 
trooped into the messroom and 
a measure of whisky was doled 
out, along with the beer, to eae'n 
man. The Boss said a few brief 
words of appreciation and pre-
sented old Smudger with the 
gold watch his long service en-
titled him to and the barometer 
which the workers had clubbed 
together to buy for him; and 
then Smudger was launching 
into his speech. 

He began with the usual pla-
titudes—an honour to serve, the 
rough with the smooth, the sad-
ness of retirement and so forth. 
He'd had more than a skinful by 
now, however, and almost im-
perceptibly he began to grow 
abusive, giving a real going-over 
to the present-day so-called 
working men some of whom, he 
declared, wouldn't work in a fit 
and none of whom would make 
a patch on an old-time railway-
man's backside. 

By this time we should have 
been back at work and the Boss 
was beginning to mutter sav-
agely, glancing repeatedly at his 
watch in the hope that Smudger 
would take a hint. The drink 
had run out, too, and a few of 
the younger lads began to make 
rude noises which in turn only 
drove Smudger to further ex-
cesses. In the end he had almost 
to be dragged back to the office 

SERIAL STORY 
BY 

DONALL 
MocAMHLAIGH 

where he made a nuisance of 
himself for another hour or so 
before he gathered up a few 
belongings and bid us goodbye 
with maudlin protestations of 
friendship. 
J'HE following Monday Jordan 

was. the first to arrive at the 
office and he had the furniture 
changed round to his own satis-
faction almost before it w a s 
time to start work. Old Smud-
ger's desk he cleared out first, 
chucking in the wastepaper bin 
with suitable expressions of dis-
taste a lurid-covered Nat Gould, 
an empty gin bottle, a sheaf of 
old betting slips and other odds 
and ends. Jordan took posses-
sion of Smudger's desk, Higgs 
moved to Jordan's but Bill 
Meecham stubbornly refused to 
budge from his own corner and 
so 1 was allocated the bonus 
Jerk's. Before the morning was 
half over the office had begun 
to be run on Jordan's lines and 
old Smudger was already a 
memory. 

Out of sight wasn't altogether 
out of mind, however, for 
stories of Smudger's goings-on 
began to trickle back to the 

LETC HOT BE THE 'FR1GH1' ' 
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so as to ensure tha t abuses are 
kept to a minimum (and the police 
themselves should want them kept 
to a minimum if only so as not to 
create a pool of discontent which 
could breed fresh terrorism) very 
few complainants are prepared to 
come forward. There is a general 
atmosphere of nervousness and fear 
in the Irish community, which is 
not necessitated by the circum-
stances. 
I N cases of course, there are rea-

sons. A man is questioned by 
the police. He gives evasive or un-
satisfactory answers and they grow 
suspicious. But what is he really 
trying to hide? Not a connection 
with terrorism, but the fact that 
he is on the "lump", possibly has 
no insurance cards, or is fiddling 
his income tax. It should be em-
phasised that no person in a 
responsible position in the Labour 
movement should ever render him-
self vulnerable by committing 
petty offences. The "lump" mer-
chant 's middle name is vulnera-
bility. 

It would not surprise us, inci-
dentally, if some future student 
considering all the evidence, came 
to the conclusion tha t the "lump" 
is an important factor in the 
present deplorable growth of ter-
rorism and violence in English 
society. I t is ironical that the law 
of conspiracy should be invoked to 
Incarcerate two Trade Unionists 
who are trying to abolish this evil, 
and tha t they should have heaped 
on their heads every reproach on 
the grounds of "law and order", 
when the "lump" which they are 
trying to do away with is a prin-
cipal creator of an industrial 
sfiadbw-Vortd When* there is 
neither lrtw nor order. 
i r PHEN there are instances where 

the Prevention of Terrorism 
' A c t is assumed to be worse than 
*Ht is. In an important provincial 

city one of the main brewers sent 
out to all their managers extracts 
from the Bill, drawing attention to 

the fact that , under its provisions, 
a person in possession of the pub-
lications of an illegal organisation 
might be assumed to be a member 
of it. Wha t if some newspaper 
was dropped on the premises of a 
public house and the manager was 
an I r i shman? Could he be held 
to be "in possession". Better keep 
all papers out! But as it hap-
pened there was no fear, for this 
provision was rejected in Commit-
tee, and does not appear in the 
Act. And indeed, if it had, you 
might have had to argue that a 
Doctor who had a treatise on 
poisons should be deemed to be a 
poisoner! 

There has been an assault on 
Irish culture. In another big pro-
vincial city it is said that the 
police toured the Irish bars urging 
managers to take all rebel songs 
out of the juke-boxes. To be sure 
we are not certain t ha t this hap-
pened, as in any case it may not 
have been hecessary. We offer the 
fact t ha t i t is alleged as evidence 
of atmosphere. Certainly in many 
cities there has been a noticeable 
decline in I r ish music, and a turn 
in the direction of "country and 
western", which the Irish enjoy, 
but not sd well as their own. 

The National Council for Civil 
Liberties has asked all affected ad-
versely by the working of the Act 
to communicate with them. The 
Connolly Association has been asked 
by Member* of Parliament to keep 
them lnfonped. There is no reason 
why innocent persons should not be 
protected, and they should not be 
afraid of peeking protection. The 
police have had imposed on them 
new powers and duties, which are 
difficult to carry out, and which 
they may well not have wanted. 
The Act must be repealed as soon 
as possible. But in the meantime 
it is in the public interest that it 
should be operated fairly and 
moderately, and there is sufficient 
democracy le f t in the country to 
ensure t h a t this is done. 

office. He was having one hell 
of a splurge on his superannua-
tion pay, it seemed—one great 
continuous booze-up that began 
at opening time each morning 
and carried on with only the 
unavoidable pause when the 
pubs closed for the afternoon 
until it was "Time, gentlemen, 
please !" at night. He had been 
seen in varying stages of intoxi-
cation from one end of the town 
to the other, spouting about his 
long and honourable service 
with the Railways and usually 
attended by a cohort of hangers-
on, old retired men and, like 
himself, veterans of the first 
world war for the most part. 

"Old Smudger was at it again 
last night up in the King David 
giving it "Sweet Adeline" and 
bragging about his days in the 
Railway," Bill Meecham would 
tell us while Jordan chuckled 
contemptuously. 

"Smudgeranimus !" Higgs 
would yell then. 

"Smudgerkins !" 
"Smudgeronia!!" 
"Smudgerenk!" 
"The poor silly old fool," Jor-

dan might say, then, with what 
came near to being genuine pity. 

"The silly old fool, the silly 
old fool!" Higgs would declaim, 
drumming like mad on his desk 
and making some incredible 
noises. At times Jordan, re-
membering his'new position of 
importance, iftwiwi on the 
bonus tlerk's antics. 

"Must wehdve that racket alt 
the while, Mr Higgs W he woytd 
ask coldly . 
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I 'pHE wording of the 
J - anti - internment petition 
ing for the release of all the in-
ternees f rom Long Kesh, has been 
carried as a motion 'by the 
A.S.T.M.8. All-Ireland division, and 
endorsed by the National Executive 
of the Union at its recent monthly 
meeting In London. 

A copy of the rffiolution will now 
be forwarded by Mr'Olive Jenkins 
to Merlyn Rees, Secretary of-State 
for Northern Ireland. 

This is an extremely important 
development. I t is the first time 
that an initiative directed to-
wards the British Trade Union 
Movement has started With the 
Irish division of a British-based 
Union. This is something the 
Connolly Association has uigsd for 
many years. 

C.A. MEETING 
IN LEICESTER 

^ B O U T thirty-five people 
attended a meeting of the 

Leicester Connolly Association 
on Tuesday, January 28th. 
Owing to a mischance the Lon-
don office did not realise that 
the date had been brought for-
ward one day to avoid a clash 
with another meeting. 

The result was that advertise-
ments placed by the London 
office indicated that the meet-
ing was going to be held on 
the Wednesday, and Desmond 
Greaves, the London speaker, 
was getting ready to leave for 
Leicester when he learned that 
the meeting had been held the 
night before, very successfully 
with Councillor Ryan and John 
Hoffman as speakers. 

The Association wishes to 
apologise' to any members of 
the publifc who attended on the 
Wednesday night, and to assume 
them that this has not happened 
in ten yfars, and will be looked 
for in tfie future. 

In February Connolly Asso-
ciation speakers have been 
booked by the students in the 
universities of Hull and Lan-
caster. The Oxford Branch is 
organising a conference in con-
junction wfth other local organ-
isations on March 9th. Birm-
ingham Branch held its AGM 
in January and elected Mark 
Clinton Secretary and Sean 
Kenny Chairman. 

(Continued from Page 

JORDAN had his match tit the 
bonus clerk m M*i>m}k9 

tried, oft and on, to five to 
his seniority—a role which he 
never entirely succeeded id. It 
was an experience to- watch 
him perform over the telephone: 
the moment he picked up the 
receiver his face would assume 
a look of complete blankness, 
awaiting whatever expression 
it was that the occasion called 
for. 

If the voice at the other end 
of the line belonged to some of 
his superiors or to an outside 
caller of importance Jordan's 
attitude became quite servile 
with "Yes, suh !" and "Certainly 
suh !" punctuating every reply. 
To give Jordan his due,. how-
ever, he wasn't a complete tout 
for he w a s fully conscious of 
what he was doing and he',would 
manage to combine obsequious-
ness of tone and manner with 
a certain intimation of mockery. 

(Continued) 
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Presbyterian : General Assembly. 
Nobody could maintain that any of 
f&ese ejerics were other than men 
of the highest position in their 
several denominations. 

They represented b o t h the 
Catholic and non-Catholic churches 
and they were able to approach 
the question in a spirit of close 
harmony among themselves. I t 
requires little reflection to realise 
tha t this fac t reduces to nonsense 
the argument tha t the troubles of 
Northern Ireland are a religious 
war «»r tha t the attitude of the 
non-Catholic leaders in the deputa-
tion illustrates the fact that the 
Protestantism of Dr. Paisley and 
of the Orange movement is not a 
form of belief which respectable 
non-Catholics would wish to see as 
representative of themselves. The 
significance of this event is under-
lined by the attacks which both 
Dr. Paisley and the Orange leader-
ship launched against them. 
FT1 HE killing off of the misconcep-

tlon tha t religion lies at the 
root of the troubles in the six 
counties has one outcome of gfeat 
value. It serves to remind that the 
t rue root is to be found in social 
and economic oppression. The 
modern unionist is the heir to the 
classes of ascendency and of 
planter. Having seized power, he 
has used it fo r economic exploita-
tion. The t rea tment of the Catholic 
nationalists by Stormont over fifty 
years is an excellent illustration of 
the true Orange mentality. From 
the recent troubles, there emerges 
a picture which makes demands 
for concessions f rom the IRA if the 
ceasefire r a n be maintained. But 
no truce can be reaHy. just and 
effective which do«s , not also 
demand concessions from the other 
side and these concessions should 
be of a type which will put ,the 
Orange Order and its minions "out 
of business for good and all. Then, 
the last will have been h e m * of 
religion as the root cause* of the 
troubles. Remarks have been 
made from t ime to time about 
taking the gun out of Irish polices. 
I t would indeed be a remarkable 
service in the cause of peace in 
the six counties to take the bible 
out of Ulster demogogy. 


