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IRELAND HAS 
HIT THE 

Abalrt an Lae 
le Seamus 0 Cionnfhaola 
1. Glac a bhaghair. 

2. Giuisteail. 

3. A n fear le na mbim a 
cainnt. 

4. Do na beilin meala. 

5. A n dream a mbid acu 

6. Dealbh go deo na rabhair. 

7. Natuigid inntinn nagurb 
i an thirinne a leim duit. 

8. Ni deirim 
ceart ag, ? 

9. Istruanarj 
10. O ehion. 

(Translatl IMMENSE MINERAL WEALTH 
USE IT FOR THE IRISH PEOPLE 

TO 
rpHE "Irish! 

month raised" Its'price 
7p to lOp. 

It has cost 7p since 1971, and 
during this time all newspapers 
have raised their prices, some 
of them several times. 

Apart from the cost of print-
ing there are many other in-
creases which affect us. Postage, 
transport, stationery, office ma-
terials — every mortal thing 
keeps going up and up. 

We have kept the price down 
as long as we possibly could, 
but at 7p today we would lose 
more than we could possibly 
absorb. 

We considered raising the 
price to 9p which would have 
meant continuing at a slight 
loss. But on maturer considera-
tion, encouraged by what our 
readers told us, we decided on 
lOp. It means we have a small 
margin with which we can im-
prove the paper, and we will 
not be so dependent on dona-
tions. 

If the paper breaks even 
without the need of donations, 
donations will be paid over to 
the fund we are raising for 
the new organiser. 

This month we publish a four-
page supplement which tells 
you something of the past and 
present of the Connolly Asso-
ciation which bring you your 
"Irish Democrat". 

in Europe." Thaf^ 
Ireland's mineral 

a third of the country has been prospected. 

The Navan Zinc find is the 
largest deposit in the world, 
and the biggest mine in the 
world is being constructed. 

The "Economist" gives the 
value of the zinc as two bil-
lion pounds, but does notsay 
whether these are- English or 
American billions. An English 
billion is a million million. 

A bid of £72 million has 
been made, but the "Econo-
mist" says this is too low. 
A reasonable price might be 
£400 million—modest enough 
one would think for two bil-
lion pounds worth of metal. 

DECIDE 
This month the Dublin Gov-

ernment has got to decide 
whether this wealth shall be 
let out for foreigners to ex-
ploit, to take out of the coun-
try and refine abroad, or 
whether it will insist on sec-
uring the wealth for the 
nation. 

Securing this wealth for the 
nation would almost certainly 
prove a big encouragement 
for the cause of Irish unity. It 
wouMffva the six counties 
the strongest possible incen-
tive to join in a 32-county Re-
public. 

The "Economist." which is 
not a paper for the masses, 
and tells hard 'truths occa-
sionally for the men in the 
clubs who MUST KNOW, 
says that "the Irish economy 
is now being held back by its 
ties with sluggish Britain." 

Every Irishman in Britain 
should write home and urge 
that the coalition Govern-
ment with its Labour minis-
ters shall ensure that Irish 
mineral wealth is brought un-
der national ownership. 

SHORTAGE 
There is a rapidly worsen-

ing world shortage of metals 
like zinc, lead, silver, etc., of 
which Ireland is the main pro-
ducer In Europe. 

Costs sink two more newspapers 
fHE^ difficulties of newspaper 

production, as a result of 
which the "Irish Democrat" has 
been compelled to increase its 
price, have been shown with 
practical force in the Closure of 
the two' SCdttish daSlies pub-
lished by tine Beaverbrook Press. 

While tf&e (ire complaints of 
"over-manning" and recrimina-
tions fOt the air, there is no 
doubt that the villain of the 
piece is the high and rapidly 

soaring monopoly price of news-
print. 

Not that we weep tears for 
the Express Group. They did 
some service against the Com-
mon Market and for a time were 
the best of a bad bunch. But 
all commercial dailies, though 
they describe themselves as 
-newspapers", are really propa-
ganda sheets, that carry care-
fully edited, even doctored 
news, as an excuse for selling 

advertising space. They are 
really advertising papers. The 
news, moreover, is given treat-
ment that will accord with the 
prejudices of the advertisers. 

You'll not get much advertising 
if you run a campaign headed 
"Beer is worst", and it is wise to 
sneer at the campaign for real 
beer now under way. 

That is why the independent 
Labour Press, of which the 
"Irish Democrat" is a part, is 
so important. 

NEW PRICE 

1 0 p 

how the London "Economist" 
rces/at a time when tiess than 

Within a few years zinc will 
be going up in price more 
rapidly even than oil. Ireland 
coufd be in a stronger posi-
tion than the Arab Sheiks. 

It is this fact which under-
lines the cowardly wicked-
ness of those who bam-
boozled the paopla into Join-
ing the Common Mario*. Why 
did they want M in ? To get 
our zinc. So that they could 
buy it cheap and refine it 
themselves. 

' PROSPERITY 
People have for years asked 

"how could an independent 
Ireland stand on its feet? The 
answer now is plain. We 
could stand very well indeed, 
if some of our "European 
partners" could stand on 
their own. 

One last comment from 
the "Economist." While it is 
expected that England's rate 
of "growth" this year will be 
zero, or even less than noth-
ing, Ireland's is not expected 
to fall below three pet cent, 
and this will be the highest 
in Europe. 

Under these conditions, 
staying out of a united Ire-
land by the six counties is as 
mad a s being in the Common 
Market on the part of the 
twenty-six. 

If this wealth ie kept for the 
Irish people, there is no rea-
son why there should not ba 
years of most 
prosperous tkna for fifteen 
hundred years,/ 

C.A. LOBBIES FOR 
A NEW POLICY 

Q N the evening of Tuesday, 
April 2nd, members of the 

Connolly Association lobbied 
Parliament in order to urge 
upon members the need for a 
new start in Westminster's pol-
icy towards Ireland. 

The points of the new policy 
are as follows. While those on 
the lobby were anxious to rea-
lise the whole programme, it 
was appreciated that some 
changes would be easier to 
achieve than others, 
(t) t h e Price sisters and other 

Irish political prisoners who 
wished it, to be transferred 
to six county jails. 

(2) The Emergency Provisions 
Act to be repealed at once, 
and replaced with a Bill of 
Human Rights granting full 
civil rights to all eitizens as 
promised in the White Paper 
of the last Government 

(3) Internment to be ended at 
. once |»y administrative act, 
f not waiting for the repeal 

of the Emergency Provisions 
Act. : V r..: .':• 

(4) The withdrawal of the 
armed forces from security 
duties. 

(5) An enquiry into the use of 
Special Air Services in the 
six counties. 

(6) A declaration in favour of a 
British withdrawal from 
Ireland to permit the es-
tablishment of a united Irish 
Republic. 

'm— JTL 

Announcements 
"the next meeting of the Exe-

cutive Committee of the Con-
nolly Association will take place 
on Sunday, April 28th, in the 
City of Leicester. It is hoped 
that it will be possible to ar-
range an extended seminar for 
local people interested. 

The Annual Conference will 
taje place at Birmingham on 
Saturday and Sunday, June 1st 
and 2nd. Will Birmingham 
people able to offer hospitality 
kihdly conact Mark Clinton or 
the C.A. office, 283 Grays Inn 
Road, London, W.C.I. 

<1) Take all you get. 
:(2) Jousting. 
-(3) The man with whom I 
- talk. 
(4) To her honeyed lips. 
45) Those who have them. 

.--46) May younfver ^. j fatr . 
<7) Believe Only that I speak 

• the truth te yea. 

MMif^mim^ 
yea ' W j t f f l P ^ n .-..voit 

89) ft Is a pity 1 did not 
, v 'mmmm^.u 

M O t f f c fyipr. 
order. 

& 
-> . -

:m 
f ' 
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I * I I I t I T A I \ T O I I A 1 

PRESS SLANTS 
j OY RUIin o ;:>)iy. I: ol::i: 

One HI t ... I,. st j ., 
'.ing> about 1:-, a u ;n EneUn ! ;v.t> 
•n-t.tr.t t'vp.is .;•• to Er.?:ish 

ii.iiionu'. press, I .n • •<":. :»•»!>•;-
i.i"' ar.d 'qu;.!;l' M . , • : mo: Mil 
• .-hock ;.t - :. bl.r . new-
management. b \ t ai't-. .ihile 
i -asfii to react accept-d ;t. I 
was reminded though o. asjain 
v. hen one morning alter m;. return 
t.> Ireland in 1969 I wa- , Iking 
d.iwn O'Connell Street and saw 
headlines 'CIVIL WAR IN IRE-
LAND'. I looked all round me but 
everything seemed peaceful and 
ordinary and then I realised I had 
been looking at the headline in an 
English paper. In order to set the 
f cts in the news when living in 
London it was necessan to read a 
number of ' fr inge' and foreign 
journals. The Irish Democrat' was 
essential reading for anyone who 
wanted to keep abreast with what 
was happening in Ireland 

"The Connolly Association did. 
and I am sure is still doing, an 
essential job in supplying informa-
tion about Ireland to the British 
Trade Unions and political parties 
and lobbying M.P.s. Having been 
trained in the ar t of lobbying by 
the Connolly Association, I tried to 
put this training into practice when 
I came to Ireland. On my first 
(and last) a t tempt to lobby T.D.s 
at Leinster House — I _ and others 
in the lobby (it was about the 
Forcible Entry Bill and a number 
of organisations and individuals 
took part) was greeted by a barri-
cade of guards. Two of us. self 
:-.nd Eddie Walsh, were eventually 
allowed into the waiting hut where 
we were kept for two hours before 
being finally seen by a country T.D. 
whom Eddie had recognised 
through a window — all the Dublin 
T.D.s, including our own, having 
fled. So next time you are lobby-
ing M.P.s be thankful it is in the 
House of Commons, net the 
Dail. 

I wish you every success. 

MANCHESTER 
SAYS THANKS 
MANCHESTER Branch of the 
" 1 Connolly Association thanks 
the following members and friends 
who by their donations helped to 
defray the heavy expenditure in-
curred in organising the successful 
meeting which was addressed t»y 
Miss Madge Davison on March 21st. 

Mr M. D. Gillen £5, Mr trad Mrs 
Lalor £2, Mr Gallagher £5, Mr J P 
McGill £5, Mr and Mtu 8pelman 
and family £2.50. Total : £19.50. 

RESOLUTION 
FOR 'LITTLE T U X / 

VjiALING Trades Council (which 
' 1 is affiliated to the Connolly 

Association) th ;ugh its Executive 
Committee and tr.e December 1973 
meeting, adopted a i, olutiom on the 
Irish situation which was sent to 
tae London Federatk, i of Trades 
Councils, where it was adopted on 
March 7th, 1974. 

The resolution now goes to the 
Annual Conference of Trades Coun-
cils which is an extremely influen-
tial body and almost a "little 
T.U.C." 

The resolution ran: 
Conferano* is appalled at the 

MMttitUMit f̂ n LI., fa. .« 
oUTItlfllHSU WwnTOtflflS iAFra DIB9ISI10Q 
taking place in Northern Ire-
land and kcKev* tha t the nor-
thern Ireland Eueu t tve wM not 
solve the Irish problem. In faot 
the issues of discrimination, 
areas of employment and demo-
cracy and an end te military 
control and internment without 
trial ara the real problems that 
encroach on the civil rights of the 
population. 

We therefore call on Confer-
ence and the Trades Union 
Congress to gtve pub Hetty to,' antf 
to toeome Imrrtvad m the Imple-
mentation ef a BNt ml Rights for 
Northern Ireland, the release or 
charge of those internees whe 
have nor been tried, the witto-
d w H H the ndl t tam. tfte rape* 
of the E m e r g e n t fremelon Act, 

program me of 

H O W TO WIN THE NEXT ELECTION 

t massive 
mtortffterl 

4 MONTH has poised since 
Labour was installed. 

It is strange to look bach. It 
is like awaking from a night-
mare, madness, hysteria, open 
talk of Fascist counter-revolu-
tion, the murder of industry 
along with industrial relations, a 
political phantasmagoria through 
which the hectoring contemptu-
ous voice of the crazed Euro-
maniac Edward Heath could be 
heard shouting wild threats and 
absurd promises. Only a month 
since the tanks were round 
Heathrow and thousands of 
homes were being searched on 
suspicion that was never justi-
fied. 

Whether this proves a good 
Government or not, the restored 
atmosphere of sanity and wedte-
fulness merely emphasises the 
lunacy we have escaped. 
(JLEARLY the Tory Party is 

pronounced finally and 
irreversibly unfit to govern. They 
are incompetent, carelessly, 
culpably and criminally in-
competent. At a time when they 
incurred a trade deficit of 
£3,000,000,000 they wasted an-
other £3,000,000,000 in indus-
trial output because of Mr 

Paddington MP. 
won assurance 

i ' J 'HE Connolly Association re-
ceived a very nice letter from 

Mrs Edwina Stewart of N.I.C.K.A. 
Belfast expressing appreciation of 
the work done to stop the harass-
ment of NI.CJR.A.. which was 
being carried out by the military. 

It will be remembered that the 
Association undertook a very suc-
cessful lobby of Parliament. 

Some people think that when 
M-P.s are approached they do noth-
ing. but this is not the case, and 
solely to answer that we publish a 
letter sent by the Ministry of De-
fence to Arthur Latham, Labour 
M P , to one of his constituents in 
Paddington, Mr Michael Keane. 

Mr Michael Keane is a member 
of the Connolly Association for over 
20 years, and Mr La tham is the 
M/P. who fought for the introduc-
tion of the Bill of Rights in the 
Commons., 

The letter from the Ministry runs 
as follows: 

14 Fehruary, 1974 
Dear Latham,—Thank you for 

your letter of 9th January ad-
dressed to the Prime Minister, 
concerning, the Northern* Ireland 
Givil Rights Association's com-
plaint of harassment by the 
Army. 

On isolated occasions members 
of the Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association have been 
affected by security checks In the 
same way as other members of 
the public. On most of these 
occasions, however, the soldiers 
concerned were unaware of the 
identity of the persons concerned 
at the time when the checks were 
being carried etrt. Such teeonrenl-
ence a* is unavoidably caused to 
the public on occasions by 
security checks, is regretted, but I 
ant snre jtra appreciate their 
necessity as long as violence con-
tinues. 

There is no ground whatever for 
supposing that the security forces 
deliberately harass or Interfere 
with the Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association. On the con-
trary, every effort Is made by the 
Civil Authorities and' the Army 
to consider representations which 
the Association makes and to take 
due account- or Its view*. 

Yours sincerity, 
L « H » •TRATMCOHA. 

It is Of interest to noto that this 
letter is- word for word Identical 
with letters others have received 
T other signatures ffcwn other 
Oottiiiowet itopMtiimiis. 

Heath's personal spite against 
the miners, who had humiliated 
him once and humiliated him 
again. 

The Tories must never come 
back. They are the anti-national 
party'. They do not think of the 
welfare of their own country. 
They have sold it to the multi-
national corporations. 

But do not think they intend 
to go out of business, even if 
they couldn't run the business 
of a cockle stall. They intend 
to get back if they can and cause 
more havoc as they line the 
pockets of the rich. 

Remember how Mr Heath 
went running round the Liberals 
and truckling to the Ulster 
Unionists in a last vain effort 
to defy the verdict of the • 
people ? Then he invited Labour 
to come in and they would fol-
low Tory policies together. 

^HIS is the nub of the whole 
thing. The people wanted a 

change from Tory ineptitude and 
arrogance. They were not sure 
that Labour would give it them. 
But enough of them felt Labour 
was the best bet to give them 
this narrow lead. If Labour 
adopts Tory policies (and this 
begins by adopting Tory pre-
sumptions) then those who de-
cided to give Labour a chance 
will swing back. If Labour 
realises what a revulsion of feel-
ing has taken place, how glad 
the public is to be rid of the 
Tory nightmare, how much they 
want a policy that leads away 
from all that, then Labour will 
attract the additional votes and 
win the' next election hands 
down. 

It is the greatest fallacy that 
if you move your policy halfway 
towards that of your opponent 
you win votes in the middle you 

would otherwise lose. All you 
do is to invite him to move 
further away and establish a 
new middle-of-the-road in a less 
advantageous place. If on the 
other hand you stand firm on 
first principles and explain them 
as principles, then you force 
your opponent to move in your 
direction if he is an opportunist, 
and if he too stands on prin-
ciples, then it is as it should be 
and the people decide. 

This muzzing and hazing of 
the boundaries of parties has 
done democracy little good this 
30 years. 

J^HE supreme issue is the Com-
mon Market. If Mr Calla-

ghan says he wants the whole 
thing altered, that if Britain is 
to be a member, then the objec-
tional clauses in the Treaty of 
Rome must come out, the Agri-
cultural policy must go, and 
sovereignty must be restored to 
the British Parliament, then the 
people will follow him, willingly 
that far, and if it is right out 
of that accursed institution they 
will follow with jubilation. 

There is no doubt of course 
that the Common Market men 
will try to divert Mr Callaghan 
from these courses. Efforts are 
being made to change the policy 
of renegotiating the Treaty of 
Rome into one of negotiating 
within the Treaty of Rome. This 
path leads to the Tory para-
dise of economic, monetary, 
political and. uti&tUtt 
uniQ£ of all W f g t J so 
thai)' 
E.E.I 
w o u __ 
country as ew^vtW^J* th-
effactively as Emtmt troops now 
occupy the six counties. That is 
the road we do not wish to 
travel. 

And apart from that, the 
things that need to be done in 
this are not compatible with 
adherence to the Treaty of 
Rome. 

The Treaty of Rome is a 
Treaty to maintain capitalism, 
and within capitalism in every 
way to favour the biggest 
monopolies. What is needed in 
the country is the replacement 
of capitalism with socialism, and 
while capitalism remains the 
penalisation of the biggest 
monopolies and the protection 
of the small man. 

IF Labour goes boldly out for 
this type of policy, and 

ignores the Treaty of Rome, 
then its following in the coun-
try will increase and it will win 
the next election easily. There 
must be a transfer of wealth 
from those well off to those not 
well o f f . There must be a cut 
of expenditure on arms and an 
increase in expenditure on 
hospitals. 

And the running sore of Nor-
thern Ireland must be tackled 
squarely. Can this situation g9 
on for ever ? When people 
thought Whitelaw had solved 
the "Ulster" problem, that nearly 
ousted Heath and made him 
Prime Minister. The tragedy is 
that Labour people were fooled 
by the Whitelaw medicine. It 
was a quack's potion but they 
thought it a panacea. 

Bipartisanship in the Irish 
field ties Labour to Tory policy, 
and here as everywhere else, 
the way Labour can win the 
next election is to separate itself 

;off from Toryism if every pos-
sible way. 

We trust our friends in Par-
liament will be thinking this 
over, and we are sure some of 
them are. 

FEICREANACH. 

The Irish in shifting Manchester' 
\ I AN CHESTER has witnessed 

over the last decade and a 
half, changes unprecedented since 
the Industrial Revolution; of which 
it is reputed to have been the back-
bone. A broadsheet obtainable 
from the City's M&rmation and 
Publicity Office entitled "The Re-
developing City" states that "Today 
Manchester is gaining another 
reputation; a reputation built upon 
its ever increasing impetus of re-
development." That may well be 
true but what hae "redevelopment" 
meant for the people of Manchester 
and the Irish community in par 
ticular? 

Anyone visiting Manchester 
would think the city was being 
pulled down about their ears. Those 
who return after an absence of ten 
years or so find It impossible to 

BY 
LEONARD DRAPER 

distinguish between the old areas 
of Moss Side arid Hulme, Longslght 
or Ardwick. These have for the 
most part disappeared, and their 
former inhabitants — the majority 
of whom comprised the then com-
pact Irish community in Man-
chester — have been scattered to 
the four corners of Greater 
Manchester. 
v p H E Manchester area has not, of 

course, been without its share 
of land and property sharks. Office 
blocks stand idle In Sale, Salford 
and Okl Traftord in the face of 
a record housing problem. The 
Manchester Corporation shame-

ROCHDALE M P. GIVES PLEDGES 
/ \N March 9th, a delegation of 

Irish organisations In Roch-
dale, Lancashire, waited on Mr 
Cyril Smith, M.P., at the Town Hall 
to discuss the Irish question. 

Spokesman was Mr Lennie 
Draper, Manchester Area Secretary, 
of the Connolly Association, and 
among those on the delegation were 
Mrs Mi-Hugh of the Rochdale Civil 
Rights Association, and Mr Pat 
O'Shea also a member of t h e Con-
nolly Association, but also con-
nected, we understand, with Clann 
na hEireann. 

Mr Smith was one <A the eighteen 
M.P .s who voted1 against the Xraer-
gency Provisions Act l i e told/ the 
delegation, "No.< matter ' whether 
the Government is Labour, l ibe ra l 
or Tory. I shall always vote against 

measures which take away an indi-
vidual^ right to trial by jury." 
1/TR SMITH went on, "I believe 

that the only solution to the 
"Irish Problem" is to unite the 
country north and south over a 
period of ten or fifteen years, and 
that a declaration on this principle 
Is necessary." 

On the subject of internment Mr 
Smith said he was opposed to in-
ternment and would continue to 
oppose It in Parliament. 

WQ-s McHugh mentioned the 
plight of the Price sisters under-

, going forcible feeding, and Mr 
OBItea told Mr smith of t t e 
harassment of the Irish In Roch-
dale, which included himself. He 
was assured , bp Mr Smith tha t any 
harassment of his constituents 
would be dealt with personally by 
himself; 

lessly declares tha t in 1973 it 
pulled down more houses than it 
built, and that by 1981 the Man 
Chester area will be short of land 
for 3 jm houses within the city 
boundary. Altogether since the 
late 'fifties, 67,940 dwellings have 
been "cleared". 

The old stable homogeneity of 
the Irish community has been, 
undermined to the extent tha t 
when one considers that within * 
twenty-mile radius of the city 
centre there is an estimated populi 
tion of 4,000,000; the estimated Irish 
population of about 220,000 would 
seem to present us with the riddle 
"find the Irishman". Some have 
moved across the city to Middleton, 
others to Partington, Wythenshawe 
or perhaps Cheadle. But in every 
case being very much distributed in 
these areas they do not present 
themselves as an Irish community 
so much as they did. 

f \N the positive side the Irish 
have become involved in the 

local Labour and Trade Union 
movement. Names like Mtirphy. 

(Continued on Page Twelve) 

CALLING 
E. M TAUNTON 
W O U L D the E. M. Turn 
™ ton who handed the 

Editor of the 'Irish Democrat 
a cheque fer f t , MncNy wp-
ply, his address a t . his cor 

a e the Editor doe* 
i t 
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P O L I T I C A L F O R U M 

BOMBS AND THEIR REVERBERATIONS 
T H E subject of terrorism al-
' ways arouses intense emo-

nons, and perhaps it is asking 
ioQ much to invite readers to 
itinsider it dispassionately and 
weigh everything up by the 
liight of reason. 

General ly speaking, no doubt 
people who put bombs th ink 
that their bombs serve a useful 
purpose: One doubts if they 
would be quite so confident 
about o ther people's bombs. 
And as all bombs are, as f a r as 
most of us are concerned, other 
people's bombs, it is very un-
derstandable that bombers are 
little more popular than their 
bombs, and most people, includ-
ing judges and juries, react 
strongly. 

It may therefore seem curious 
that the 'Irish Democrat,' whi le 
npt agreeing with the usefulness 
qJ bombs, wishes to see those 
convicted of bombings for poli-
tical a ims t rea ted leniently, and 
those bombing out of crankiness 
uealt with as sick persons. 

The best reply to "bring back 
the rope" is probably implicit in 
Sean O'Casey's letter to Eoin 
©'Mahony when in 1947 we 
were all t ry ing to get the re-
publican prisoners out of P a r k -
burst . It r an : 

"A socialist Government 
should not keep these politi-
cal pr isoners a second longer 
in jail. They were moved by 
idealistic principles, had noth-
ing to gain and all to lose. It 
is a shocking thing that they 
should have been t rea ted as 
criminals. I think their policy 
was a mistaken one; I thought 
so all along ; but there was 
nothing of self-interest in it 
anyway. If t h e Labour Gov-
ernment had any sense they 
would go wi th bands and ban-
ners to the prisons where 
these men are, open the gates 
for them, and ask them to join 
in the fight for human politi-
cal and economic freedom." 

r 

CASEY was quite right. A 
Government which was de-

termined to fight for , political 
economic freedom would 

not have the slightest thing to 
fear from such as the Price sis-
ters. And it is deplorable that 
instead of at once giving a sign 
that they were such a Govern-
ment by granting the small re-
quest to send these girls home 
where their relatives can visit 
t.hem, tha present Labour Gov-
wnment has been afraid to 
break with the policy of their 
Tory predecessors. 

Indeed a Government in Eng-
land that intended to fight for 
fcuman political and economic 
freedom would not only have 
^ t i l i n g to. fear from the I.R.A, 
qffyaal or provisional, but would 
^e able to enlist them in the 
h^ftiggla without the slightest 
difficulty. 

There is the centre of the 
wtool® question. Unfortunately, 
successive English governments 
torn; been upholding the very 
Vpftosjte Qf these things, and 
Wbfift oa occasion they have 

jnfijje thf«i liprservice to 
ftesa i w , t b w * i w !»«}e 
Urength in t l p r arm* Uttle to 
give Irishunen cenftdMice that 
Uieir Struggle foe political free-
dom wouW be supported by any 
but thetaseWes. 

But howt to deal with idealis-
tic youpg people driven to a 
sense 'Of desperation by the 
sheet ewltes* Wickedness ° f 

English in Ireland is one 
quest ion of the wis-

ot a particular course of 
action i s another. 
r p u E "OU$H DEMOCRAT" 

from the day it- was first 
published, and under successive 

editors, has always said that it 
did not advocate acts of indivi-
dual terrorism. This is not be-
cause we were under any illu-
sion tha t those who performed 
them were in any way despic-
able or evil peopie. We do not 
share Mr Whitelaw's view of 
the "men of vahlence." Their 
actions are f rom the heart, and 
the heart may still be good 
when the action is ill-judged. 
But the head was put at the top 
of the body to supervise the 
rest. 

It surely cannot be denied now 
for example that the Aldershot 
bomb, whatever its intention, 
and undoubtedly worthy as 
those were who were sentenced 
for what happened (whether 
they were really guilty or not 
we cannot say) we repeat, 
whatever its intention, it did in 
fact let the perpetrators of the 
Derry massacre off the hook. 
Until then it was the British 
•Army and the Tory Govern-
ment who were the villains. 

An action, tiny in comparison 
with the mass of English out-
rage in Ireland, did in fact en-
able the press and other media 
to pretend that the British army 
was justified in what it was do-
ing. And it is the result that 
counts, not the intention. We 
mean no offence in saying this, 
and we hope none is taken. 

The trouble is ten times 
worse, however, when people 
nothing to do with the Irish 
cause start putt ing bombs, and 
the Irish get the blame for it. 
When a man said to be schizo-

phrenic was concerned in an in-
cident involving Princess Anne, 
the French radio said "The Eng-
lish. wih their obsession with 
the I.R.A.. are blaming this out-
r a t e on the Irish." 

And that is what they do; 
every time. It is a fundamental 
weakness of this type of action 
that it cannot be controlled So 
it becomes a favouri te tactic of 
reaction to let off bombs so as 
to create a public hysteria in 
which legitimate political acti-
vity can be made illegal. 

^ NYBODY who ever read 
Gedye's "Fallen Bastions" 

would remember that when he 
was "The Times" correspondent 
in Vienna before the advent of 
Hitler's troops, there were sev-
eral hundreds of bombs let off 
every day. They were let off by 
the Nazis as a means of creating 
hysteria, and preventing the 
mass actions that could have 
saved the country from Hitler. 

The effect of the stealing of 
the Vermeer painting was not to 
help the Price sisters, but to 
make the excuse for fur ther 
raids and restrictions on Irish 
people in Britain. The Price 
girls were much to be praised 
for repudiating that action on 
the grounds that they were art-
ists themselves and regarded 
the work of the artist as sacred.. 

There is a strange twilight 
zone where the ultra-right 
mingles with the ultra-left and 
the secret police mingle with 
both of them. And many a time 
an American Civil Rights man 
who committed an act of vio-

lence and was arrested for it. 
found the man who had invited 
him to do it sitting there as a 
police witness. 

The work of the provocateur 
goes back to the dawn of his-
tory, and is the standard anti-
dote to individual acts of terror. 

That is not to say that there 
have not been freedom struggles 
based on a popular foundation 
in which urban and rural guer-
rilla action was one of the vital 
aspects. That is a different sub-
ject. The justification for such 
forms of struggle lay in the 
political situation at the time. 
The form of struggle is not a 
principle in itself. 

For example, in Ireland af te r 
1919, the majority of the people 
had elected Dail Eireann which 
had made a declaration of inde-
pendence. The essential thing 
was the freely expressed man-
date of the Irish people. 

JEhat is an entirely different 
thing f rom what Blanqui called 
"propaganda by the deed." 

I N Britain today (we say nothing 
about the six counties; it is for 

others to offer policies there), the 
essential fact is that the mass of 
the people want a Government 
which will fight for human, politi-
cal and economic freedom. They 
are not sure whether they have one 
yet, but that's the sentiment of 
those who elected Labour with a 
knife-edge majority. And they'll 
push Labour the right way. 

Increasingly the Trade Union 
and Labour Movement which is the 
spear-head of popular conscious-
ness and will, is seeing that the 
fight for political and economic 

The election, the S.N.P. and 
"Scottish separation is part of 

the process of England's im-
pend/ disintegration and is a 
help towards the ultimate 
triumph of the workers of the 
world." 

^ N C E that last sentence of 
k John Maclean's final election 
address, dated on the day of his 
death, November 30th, 1923, the 
question of Scotland's indepen-
dence, together with the rest of 
his programme for a Scottish 
socialist republic has been ig-
nored, at enormous cost, by the 
Scottish Labour movement. 
While a certain amount of lip 
service has been paid recently 
to the memory of the man, his 
viewpoint remains unexamined 
and denigrated under the mis-
leading term "separatism". 

The overall socialist ideology 
(in Scottish terms) associated 
with John Maclean—like the 
"Red Clyde" image itself—died 
with him but his death did not 
mean the end of the struggle. 
At every general election since 
then there were a small number 
of candidates holding aloft the 
banner of Scottish independence 
if not also that of socialism; 
always without success and 
with many lost deposits and 
gaining a mere 1 per cent or 
less of the votes cast. 

The political independence 
aspect of-John Maclean's pro-
gramme has even been regarded 
as "going too far" and anti-
Scottish nationalism has become 
something of an obsession in 
the economism-ridden Scottish 
Labour movement. The first 
and last days of February, 1974 
served to highlight this situa-
tion. February 1st saw yet an-
other "Scottish and Welsh Par-
liaments Bill" being manoeuvred 
out of existence in the House 
of Commons by the nonsensical 

By R. MULHOLLAND 

stratagem of talking-it-out. At 
the end of the day's session the 
talk-out voice was that of 
Labour M.P. Mr George Lawson 
on, on October 28th, 1971, had 
no qualms about voting with 
the Tories for the Common 
Market, but was now railing 
against any real advance in 
Scotland. 

[FEBRUARY 28th—by contrast 
saw a sensational transfor-

mation. The election decisions 
of the people—out of reach of 
Philistine Labour reaction— 
came with shattering effect. It 
had taken 12 general elections 
since John Maclean's time for 
the principle of Scottish inde-
dendience to gain avalanche sup-
port. The 1970 election had al 
ready seen a significant bridge-
head being established with 
Donald Stewart's Western Isle 
victory and 307,000 votes going 
to the Scottish National Payty 
(11.4 per cent of total votes 
cast) and the Labour Party's 
share of the vote slumping by 
nearly six per cent. Predictions 
of massively-increased support 
for 9.N.P. at the February 28th 
election were received with the 
usual derision from Tory and 
Labour spokesmen, but when 
the results began to emerge it 
was a case of shell-shock a,ll 
round. 

Four Tory seats fell to 
S.N.P. including two of the top 
Tory land-owning fraternity, 
namely, the Secretary of State 
Gordon Campbell, and Patrick 
Wol ridge-Gordon — both seats 
having been Tory-held since 
John Maclean's tinvfe and, sig-
nificantly, the ficst Secretary of 
State for Scotknd to lose his 
seat at a general election. Two 
more "traditional" Labour-held 

freedom must mch.ue in its ;:m:.$ 
the political and economic freecioi ; 
of Ireland. 

This :s the movement with t i e 
power to humble Government 
when they step out of line. Would 
the miners have got their pay-ri c 
by putting bombs in the coal mine-? 
Would the T.U.C. have smashed the 
Industrial Relations Act by the 
same means? 

We will go further. It has been 
said that power lies in the barrel 
of a gun. We think the phrase an 
over-simplification. Power lies :n 
the will of the mass of the people, 
and provided that will is united so 
that its strength is not dispersed, 
there are as many ways of im-
posing it as there are political 
situation to impose it in. 

A last word. One of the results 
of the bombings and burnings in 
Britain has been that thanks to the 
English "obsession with the 
l.R.A." Irish homes have been 
quite wantonly and unnecessarily 
searched and disturbed. The over-
whelming majority of incidents in 
Britain have been nothing to do 
with the Irish. Of that we may be 
sure. But under Mr Heath's 
hysterical administration they were 
used to stir up anti-Irish feeling. 
This led some Irish people to retire 
into themselves, and Irish organisa-
tion suffered. For months the Man-
chester Connolly Association could 
not find a place to meet. 

We hope now that the Heath 
nightmare is over and that all that 
will be changed. But we invite the 
Irish to come out, to join the fight 
for human freedom, which includes 
Irish freedom, and to make their 
voice and influence felt in the 
struggles of the mass of the people, 
whose interest, and increasingly 
their inclination, is to be on the 
Irish side. 

seats fell to S.N.P. in spectacu-
lar fashion, leaving defeated 
M.P. Mr Richard Douglas—a 
particularly a r r o g a n t anti-
Scottish nationalist and red-
baiter—reduced to mumbling 
something about psychology; 
British Government member of 
the E.E.C. Commission Mr 
George Thompson's old seat of 
Dundee East was the other 
which fell to S.N.P. 

It will be remembered that 
both Mr Douglas and Mr 
Thompson voted with the 
Tories in 1971 for the Common 
Market, and the S.N.P. was the 
only Scottish Party which cam-
paigned against the E.E.C. on 
principle 

g E V I N seats and 22 per cent of 
the total votes" cast went to 

S.N.P. — representing some 
633,000 voters. The price of 
Labour's long-standing hostility 
to the growing Scottish indepen-
dence movement was manifest 
in their vote slumping by 
140,Q00 to 3$ per cent of the 
votes cast (the first time it has 
dropped to less than 44 per cent 
since the 193tfs). The Tories 
dropped by some 70,00© to 30 
per cent of the votes cast. In 
addition, the widespread de-
velopment of the Independence 
Movement is reflected in a fur-
ther 17 seats where S.N.P. came 
second. 

The malice of Labour reaction 
was also seen in tfee virulence of 
theiv campaigning. Mrs Margo 
MacDonald complained of Lab-
our's dirty tactics—apart from 
allegations against her of racial-
ism, tbey had- broygftt in tyr 
Reaction himself (Willie Ross) 
just before polling day to t ry 
and denigrate her performance 
as an M.P. since she took the 

seat from Labour in the by-
election last November. Despite 
their tactics Mrs MacDonald 
only missed holding the seat by 
543 votes. 

Pulpit fear-of-God style poli-
tics was also introduced against 
Mr Jimray Reid at Dunbarton-
shire Central when it began to 
appear as if he might take the 
seat from Labour ; as it was he 
gained 5,928 votes (14.$ per cent 
of the votes ca^t). 

At time of writing, Mr Ross 
has just been re-appointed Sec-
retary of State for Scotland and 
such an ultra-Unionist appoint-
ment would seem to put the 
Westminster v iew of things, 
back- to where we were in 1964 
—but there is one major differ-
ence. Mts Ewing is no logger 
alone in having to face the 
abuse, of so-called Scottish M.P.s 
at Westminster, i u 

Within weeks of being elected 
in November lSe^she oallad for 
Scottish self-government and 
was then mot with a flat refusal 
by Harold Wilson. This time, we 
await witji interest the nature of 
the response from Westminster 
to the same h^vitabte. denjand 
—but on,? which, i n the Hgfet Of 
the n̂ uc and dsitete curcujfe-
stawe* there, win tte. tendered 
with a missive ingrease in lever 
powej. *:/ 

Tha long struggle fop the in-
dependence side of John Mac-
lean's programpie for Scotland 
will materialise in time; by.t 
between, now ^pd, th*n,. there 

' ^ r e S f r f f 'SSSLfcTby 
the r t f & t e a g p o t o o i tha Lab-
our Part* m Scetfettd: unless 
tha younger mo»e fltxiMe minds 
c i y enough and-op* for fa^H-
gence—for JohA S®Kte*ri'& pro-
gramme. 
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T W E N T Y - N I X C O U N T I E S 

JUNE TOUR 
V r i S S ELIZABETH SIN-

CLAIR h a s kindly con-
sented to under take a speaking 
tour under Connolly Associa-
tion auspices in the month of 
June, provided of course there 
is no election. Branches of the 
Association who would like her 
to visit their a reas should write 
in to head office. Those who 
had the services of Madge 
Davison are urged to send 
donations as soon possible as 
the central f u n d has had to 
pay out £120 a n d if this can-
not be recouped the June tour 
may be in jeopardy. 

FROM O U R DUBLIN CORRESPONDENT 
i j 'BRIENSTORMS" is the word 
v the Dublin wit.'- use to describe 

I lie successive pronouncements ol 
I )r Conor Cruise O'Brien. Ireland's 
Minister lor Posts <K: Telegraphs, 
in his one-man campaign for 
Anglo-Irish cultural assimilation 
wit hin the E E C. 

Although it has the appearance 
of a one-man campaign it is the 
project of a prestigious and influen-
tial Minister, widely known abroad, 
who art iculates and gives air to 
the views of many scintillating 
men, expressing indeed the inter-
ests ol very powerful social forces 
in the country—all those who serve 
mult i-national Big Business and 
the interests of foreign capital in 
Ireland. 

It is a paradoxical role for a 
one-time international liberal and 
h a m m e r of political reaction, who 
did so much in the Congo to ex-
pose the "mult inat ionals" in their 
plots to dominate tha t newly inde-
pendent country. It is a disaster 
for the Ir ish Labour Par ty , whose 
t radi t ional image as an "anti-
na t ional" party, which h a s for so 
long contributed to the political 
weakness of Labour in Ireland, is 
thereby continually being refur-
bished by one of its leading mem-
bers. 

I t is also a growing embarrass-
ment to the Irish Government , for 
gratui tous enemies are being rapidly 
made on all sides by Or O'Brien's 
r a s h essays in politico-cultural revi-
sionism. 
r P H E Y probably underes t imate the 

Doctor's desire to cut a figure and 

MR LIAM COSGRAVE'S state-
ment on the " s ta tus" of 

Northern Ireland af ter t he British 
General Election was fundamenta l ly 
meant as an aid to Brian Faulkner 
and to help keep together the 
"power-sharing" Northern Execu 
tive. 

There was nothing essentially 
new in this long-awaited "clarifica-
t ion" of wha t had been agreed as 
Sunningdale. It reiterated previous 
Irish Government policy t h a t there 
should be no a t tempt to use force 
to bring Unionists into a united 
Ireland, bu t it steered close enough 
to abandoning basic principle to 
draw a remarkable intervention 
f rom Major Vivion De Valera, son 
of the former President. 

Said Major De Valera: Mr Cos-
grave's s ta tement cante "perilously 
near to recognising, without quai-
fication, a de jure r ight of a section 
of the Irish people to ma in ta in 
Par t i t ion" and he reserved his r ight 
to elaborate fu r the r later. 

Mr George Colley, speaking on 
behalf of F ianna Fail in Mr Lynch's 
absence said t ha t " the s ta tement by 
t h e Taoiseach t h a t the Govern-
ment ' s declaration, as set out In 
pa ragraph five of Sunningdale, was 
referr ing to the de facto s t a t u s of 
Northern Ire land, was, therefore , 
welcomed, even if belated. T h e de 
jure positions of the two sovereign 
governments conoerned remained 
unchanged. As between t h e Irish 
Government and the British Gov-
e rnment there were conflicting con-
st i tut ional olalms." 

SUCH distinctions between de 
facto and de jure, what Is re-

cognised as faot and what Is recog-
nised as r ight, have been touted 
around for decade* In discussions 
on t h e "status" of t h e six oountles, 
and so long as t h e olaims of t h e 
Irish Constitution to exeroiee 32-
county sovereignty remains, no 
baslo new point ha s been m a d e In 
the debate, however pleased Mr 
Faulkner may pretend to be. 

At the same t ime Mr Cosgrave's 
"clarification" t ied some f u r t h e r 
verbal knots around the Issue. T h e 
following Is the hear t of wha t he 
said i— 

"The faotual position of Nor thern 
Ireland Is t h a t It Is within t h e 
United Kingdom and my Govern-
m e n t aooepts th is as a f a o t i now 
t h e r e f e n solemnly affirm t h a t t h e 
( M b l l i position of Northern Ireland 
a M M a U M United Kingdom can-
n e t to l l l M i p i exoept by a decision 
of the majority of the people of 
N o f t h i f H l rslAfnlv' 

his by no means over-modest self-
appra isa l of his merits. Not many 
years ago Dr O'Brien wrote a n 
art icle referring to the Ir ish Labour 
Pa r ty leaders as a crowd of "dismal 
poltroons". It is unlikely t ha t his 
opinion of them lias changed since 
he joined them in office, or t ha t 
his es t imate of his Fine Gael col-
leagues is very different. I t is re-
ported in Dublin tha t his Cabinet 
colleagues were initially very much 
in awe of Dr O'Brien's intellect and 
cu l tura l repute. After all, no other 
I r i sh Cabinet Minister th is century 
has had books on Camus and 
Bourke, on modern novelists and 
on in ternat ional diplomacy to his 
credit . More cynical persons say 
t h a t his colleagues, especially those 
in t h e Labour Party itself, are 
merely giving the Doctor enough 
rope to hang himself politically and 
t h a t they are quite pleased to date 
a t t h e expedition with which he is 
doing so. 

Certainly he does not mind being 
the centre of attention and en-
joys th i s situation greatly as his 
past career has shown, but it would 
be a pity, to say the least, if his 
possibly brief tenure of office en-
abled h im to inflict grave blows on 
I r ish nationali ty and on I r ish cul-
ture, lor this would be the conse-
quence of the success of the aims 
he ha s set himself. 
T T E R E are some of the O'Brien-
* * s to rms" he has unleashed lately. 

He has proposed that Telefis Eire-

EVERYONE can agree with the 
first par t of this — t h a t the 

Nbrth is factually part of the U.K. 
but Mr Cosgrave was u t te r ing a 
plain u n t r u t h when he said t h a t 
th is fac tua l position "cannot be 
changed except by a decision of the 
major i ty of the people" in the 
North. 

For Mr Cosgrave is in no position 
to make such a statement or give 
any such guarantee. The Irish 
Government does not rule and is 
not responsible for the six counties. 
As he a n d his colleagues must know 
perfectly well, only the Westmin-
ster Par l i ament has the legal r ight 
to c h a n g e the boundaries of t he 
United Kingdom and it can decide 
t h a t t h e North stays within or mus t 
depart f r om the U.K. at any t ime, 
with or without the consent of the 
people the re . The people of North-
ern Ireland possess no legal r ight , 
In Brit ish, Irish or internat ional 
law, to determine their own politi-
cal dest iny and decide what S ta te 
they would like to be members of. 

A S anyone who has been home to 
^ I r e l and lately can tell you, 
price rises there, are as high as or 
even h igher t h a n in Britain. In 
fact t h e latest figures 6how t h a t 
Ireland h a s one of the h ighes t of 
all ra tes of price increases of the 
E.E.C. 

The Consumer Price Index in the 
Republic rose by a staggering 13.5 
per cent between mid-February 1973 
and mid-February 1974 The 
greatest increase was in fuel and 
light — up 37 per cent for the year 
and 30 per cent since last Novem-
ber, a reflection of the energy crisis. 
Clothing and footwear costs went 
up 19 per cent for the year, durable 
household goods by 17 per cent and 
services by 13 per cent. 

In spite of the removal of Value 
Added Tax from food in September 
— one of the Coalition Govern-
ment's elecflon promises — the cost 
of food showed an 11 p e r c e n t in-
crease over the year — Ireland 's 
first year of membership of the 
E.E.C. 

One remembers the days when 
those who were pushing the Com-
mon Market said the food price 
rises would have very small effect! 
jQMALL wonder the Trade Unions 

were slow to accept a new 
National Wage Agreement and re-

aim. for which he is responsible, 
should open a second television 
channel to broadcast the B.B.C. 
throughout the whole of Ireland. 
This he justifies on the grounds 
tha t it would help North-South rela-
tions, as the B.B.C., he says, is the 
cultural expression of the Nor thern 
population—although only 5 - 1 0 per 
cent of Ulster TV is made up of 
home-produced programmes. 

He has suggested a rewording of 
the clause in the Broadcast ing 
Authority Act which refers to our 
"national culture" on the grounds 
t h a t the phrase "nat ional culture" 
assumed tha t we all knew what it 
meant , whereas for many, includ-
ing himself, it carried the connota-
tion of a "bog oak monoli th" and 
"cultural isolationism " 

The Minister's a t t i tude has been 
taken by the Ir ish language move-
ment as basically hostile, part icu-
larly so far as the use of Ir ish on 
television is concerned. In fact, the 
average weekly content of Ir ish on 
R.T.E. television is between 2.6 and 
3 per cent a week, which usually 
means about 1J- hours of listening 
t ime out of 52. To reduce even 
fu r the r the content of Ir ish would 
be to go from farce to absurdity. 

Dr O'Brien has also called for 
extensive revision of the writing of 
Ir ish history, essentially to show in 
a more favourable, light the succes-
sive at tempts of English govern-
men t s over the years to dominate 
the country, and to play down the 
—c 

Not all the s ta tements in the world 
can confer such a r ight upon them, 
and it only contributes to fu r the r 
confusion on an already much con-
fused subject for Mr Cosgrave or 
his advisers to imply otherwise, as 
Major De Valera warned. 

IT is unlikely the exercise will be 
much help to Mr Faulkner and 

his fr iends. Because the "fears" of 
t he Unionists are ult imately insati-
able. If their "fears" on s ta tus are 
quietened, they develop "fears" on 
seourity; If those in tu rn are satis-
fied they develop "fears" on a 
Council of Ireland. The very name 
of t h e latter has now become a 
bogey to even some of Faulkner 's 
closest political oolleagues. A Coun-
cil of Ireland should have no execu-
tive powers, says Peter McLachlan, 
one of the Assembly Unionists, and 
should not have t h a t name but b e / 
called something like a "Council of 
Consultation between Northern Ire-
land and the Republic"! 

There is a mouthfu l for you! It 
shows what they a re like when the 
so-called "moderate" Unionists a re 

soundingly rejected the first offer 
the Employers made them. In 
March the employers raised the 
basic amounts. The Government 
promised that the Budget would im-
prove tax allowances and that there 
would be drastic taxes on wealth. 
The big, general - Unions then 
changed their voting positions and 
at a special Congress the revised 
Agreement was accepted by 283 
votes to 129. 

The National Agreement runs for 
a 12 month period and is In two 
phases. The first six month ' s phase 
means £2.40 a week Increase for 
all workers, male or female, on 
£20 a week or less. For workers 
over this sum there is a 9 per cent 
increase on the first £30 of basic 
pay, 7 per cent on the next £10 
of weekly pay, 6 per cent on the 
next £10, and 5 per cent on any-
thing over this, to which is added 
a flat sum of 60 pence a week. 

ITHHE second phase will be 4 per 
cent on existing weekly pay, 

plus 60 pence a week. 
On top of this is a cost of living 

threshold to protect these Increases 
from inflation, which is in effect 
like a third phase money increase. 
This provides that the basic pay of 

persistent resis tance of the I r i sh , 
by associating the latter with im-
plied responsibility for contempor-
ary violence in the North. 

I ' l ' H E Minister 's animus in these 
mat te rs s tems from his pro-

found hostility to Republicanism 
and Republicans. This may have i t s 
roots in his personal psychology or 
it may be the result of his fami ly 
tradition. But he very obviously 
equates Republicanism with t h e 
Provisionals. He has no under-
s tanding of t h e motives which 
drive the la t ter , explaining t h e m 
by words which are a subst i tute 
for thought—such as "terrorism", 
"mindless violence", "the cult of 
the gun" and so forth—and hav ing 
damned Republicanism, he assimi-
lates most expressions of the I r i sh 
desire for independence to the poli-
tical forces which he hates. Hence, 
the irrationali ty a n d venom of h i s 
attacks. He h a s all but inaugurated 
a kind of green witch-hunting in 
the country, as s tupid and as odious 
in its effects as i ts analogue in red. 

I t would be wrong for people in 
England, par t icular ly in the Labour 
movement, to t h ink Dr O'Brien's 
views on these subjects are typical. 
They should be seen in the context 
of his personal career and in t h e 
light of his close alignment with 
the most conservative elements of 
Fine Gael in the Coalition Govern-
ment, for whatever his liberal s t and 
in the past, Dr O'Brien may rightly 
be regarded these days as one of 
the most conservative politicians in 
Ireland. 

even afraid of words. 
The t ru th is t h e Unionists of all 

brands are in love with their own 
"fears", for their "fears" form the 
justification for the i r separate exis-
tence, their re luctance to cross t h e 
barriers separa t ing t h a n from their 
fellow-countrymen. If .their "fears" 
are all broken down, what reason 
can they have for a separate 
existence? They need a siege-
mentality to perpe tua te the myth 
of siege. 

Hence: the folly of thinking tlie 
solution lies in placat ing Unionist 
"fears", f o r by definit ion their fears 
are quite implacable. It is only the 
British can put t h e m out of their 
agony—by telling t hem bluntly t h a t 
the crazy game is up t tha t Britain 
intends to work towards ending t h e 
Union and t h a t they must work out 
with their Catholic feHow country-
men how to live together In one 
State and nation. T h a t will be a t 
once the end of al l t he i r fears a n d 
the beginning of new life and new 
hope for all t h e people of th is 
Island. 

employees shall be increased by 1 
per cent for each ' 1 per cent rise 
in the consumer price index over 
10 per cent. If prices rise 15 per 
cent in the year, which is very 
likely, there will be a 5 per cent 
rise in pay under the escalator 
clause. 

Examples of the pay increases 
over the two phases, and excluding 
the possible effect of the escalator 
clause, are as follows: For a worker 
on £20 a week an increase of £3.90 
of 19.5 per cent; for someone on 
£30 an increase of .£5.23 or 17.4 per 
cent; for someooe on £40 an in-
crease of £6.36 or 15.9 per cent; for 
someone on £50 an Increase of 
£7.38 or 14.8 per cent. 

The workers voted for the 
National Agreement — to the great 
relief of the Government and the 
employers — because it seemed to 
be a good bargain and better than 
many of them could have achieved 
on their own. 
ITI/TANY trade unionists opposed 

the National Agreement on 
principle, on the grounds that it 
weakened genuine trade unionism, 
holding back the stronger and bet-
ter organised workers and led to 
bureaucratic interlocking between 

(Continued on Page six) 

NOT IMPRESSED 
BY LABOUR WIN 
IT^HEY say t h a t t he two doctors, 
J - Garret Fi tzGerald, T.D., and 

Conor Cruise O'Brien, T.D., were 
the most disappointed men in 
Dublin when Labour won t h e 
Bri t ish General Election. They are 
reliably said to have been praying 
t h a t Heath would win, FitzGerald 
was afraid t h a t a Labour victory 
would mess up t h e Common Mar-
ket, while Cruise O'Brien feared the 
Sunningdale package would come 
unstuck. 

I t cannot be said tha t many 
others felt the same. Not many 
I r i sh people h a d much love for 
Heath . They remember how things 
went downhill in the six counties, 
a s soon as .the Tories were elected 
in 1970. Despite h i s smooth words 
and the way t h e Press made up 
stories about how H e a t h and White-
law all but finally solved the Irish 
problem at Sunningdale, few people 
thought tha t these m e n were really 
f r iends of Ireland. 

Most people on the Left were de-
l ighted at the Tory defea t and see 
it as the latest in a series of vic-
tories by the Bri t ish working class, 
won as the capi tal is t world faces 
crisis a f te r crisis. 

T h e Irish Sovereignty Movement 
sent congratulatory telegrams to 
t h e Scottish and Welsh National 
Par t i es on their success in the 
Genera l Election, a n important ad-
vance towards na t iona l indepen-
dence and democracy for their re-
spective nations. 

T h e I.S.M. also welcomed the 
electoral gains of t h e Labour Party, 
which were largely due to the way 
in which the Common Market was 
m a d e an issue in the campaign. As 
successor to the Common Market 
S tudy Group and the Common 
Marke t Defence Campaign, the 
I.S.M. particularly was pleased that 
the election result makes the ques-
tion of continued British and Irish 
membership 0 f the Common Market 
still very much an open one. It 
called on the Irish Goverment to 
abandon once and for all the 
myths of "EuropeaniSm", which 
were so quickly proving Illusory to 
those who were misled by them 
and adopt policies to defend the 
interests of workers and farmers 
as the E.E.C. slid towards stagna-
tion In face of the growing world 
economic crisis. 

The 1.8 M. is to hold a major 
conference on the Common Market 
shortly and In the coming months 
criticism of the E.E.C. on an orga-
nised scale is likely to grow to Ire-
land, with contacts being made 
with Norwegian and British anti-
Marketeers. 

If the EJS.C. becomes a n issue In 
Ireland again, what will be the 
position of the Labour Party? If 
it had refused the temptations of 
Coalition it woOld have been free, to 
campaign through the country win-
n ing support as people grew disillu-
sioned with "Europe". 

But until they abandon the 
Coalition, Labour is hamstrung. It 
h a s come out that before he gave 
any Labour men Jobe In the Gov-
ernment Mr. Liam Oosgrave, the 
Taoiseach, sought a solemn promise 
from each one that they would ea r 
or do nothing to embarrass the 
Government i n relation to the 
E.E.C. They manfully gave the 
promise, every one, and so are 
bound to silence If they want to 
hold their Jobs—however pressing 
becomes the need for a n Indepen-
dent Labour voice on the Common 
Market. 

COSGRAVE OFFERS A TREMBLING ARM TO SHAKY FAULKNER 

STAGGERING PRICE RISES IN IRELAND 
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THIS SUPPLEMENT TELLS YOU WHY 

Irish Democrat 

Fund may be 

suspended if 

paper pays way 

pOR the past two years 
the "Irish Democrat" has 

been running at a steadily 
increasing loss. Since, how-
ever, we have not had a 
full-time organiser for the 
Connolly Association, it 
was possible to channel 
funds to the paper which 
would not otherwise have 
been available for it. 

It is clear, however, that 
we have got to have an 
organiser. The strain on 
our voluntary workers is 
getting intolerable. Some 
of them are coming into 
the office every evening 
after work and often they 
stay till 10 p.m. or even 
11 p.m. 

That means the paper 
must pay its way. We think 
it can do so if we charge 
lOp a copy. Remember, this 
is all reading matter. We 
do not take advertisements. 
If our readers will support 
us in this, we will be able 
to turn over any donations 
we receive from them to 
providing the senior Irish 
organisation in Britain with 
the technical centre that it 
requires. 

H E C o n n o l l y A s s o c i a t i o n w a s n e v e r a b i g o r g a n i s a t i o n , b u t it i s n e v e r t h e l e s s a n o r g a n i s a -
t ion t n o t b o s m a d e h i s t o r y . 

True, it has fought no wars 
or revolutions, It h a s neither 
c r e a t e d nor overturned Gov-
ernments . 

t t s victories have been m 
t h e realm of ideas . Wha t a re 
i d e a s ? Ideas never loaded a 
gun . No, but they told a man 
when a n d where t o point t l 
And a gun is no t much use to 
a man with no idea of how to 
f i re it. 

Ideas , far f rom being the 
weak contemptible th ings 
s o m e of your "p rac t i ca l m e n " 
think them, a r e t he most 
powerful forces on ear th once 
they grip t h e human mind 
a n d by supplying motive lead 
to pre-designed ac t ion . 

And the Connolly Associa-
tion can justly claim that the 
ideas which it began to pio-
neer 36 years ago, and devel-
oped since then, have won 
recognition in every field of 
the Irish political movement. 

I T can be said indeed that 
Connolly Association ideas 

are now the dominant ideas 
among the Irish in Britain, 
and that these ideas corres-
pond to those of all the best 
and most progressive people 
in Ireland. 

What is wanted now is to 
act upon those ideas, put 
them into vigorous practice, 
and for this purpose the Con-
nolly Association requires a 
new full-time organiser, and 
enough funds to keep him or-
ganising for at least a year. 

Here are some of the ideas 
the Association pioneered 
among the Irish in Britain, 
and which have been ac-
cepted far more widely than 
we dared to hope. And we 
add what we thjnk,an organi-
ser could do about them. 

In the late 'forties the great 
majority of the Irish in Britain 

THE CA. IN THE WAR YEARS 
MY first recollections of get t ing 

the "Democra t" out (it was 
called "Irish Freedom" then) was 
assembling a t George Musgrove's 
flat in Red Lien Square. There the 
editor, Michael Mctnerney, who had 
borrowed £2& f r o m Eamonn Martin 
to s t a r t the .paper , used to cut Irish 
papers with scissors a n d hand the 
cutt ing to us. We re-wrote the piece 
and i o i t went . I t must be remem-
bered of course tHftt Irish papers 
were on|y obta inable on subscrip-
tion t hen . Thece w o s A,great queue 
lor i t y "Irish T imes" when it oame. 

Musgroiw a n d Molnerney went 
baafc t o Iceland in IMA. You had 
to if you were n o t in a "reserved 
occupation" i i n whinh case the 
Army wouldn't look a t you) unless 
you wanted to b e called up. I re-
member-gett ing ou t a n issue on my 
own over Chr i s tmas—Pat Dootey, 
though oxer age, had been called 
up. His wife ac ted mos t vigorously 
and within a few weeks he was 
out again . 

AFTER tha t w e g o t many Irish-
men out of t h e a rmy. Some 

wene caUed u p wt theu t option of 
going home. T h e Jriafc High Com-
missioner (as b e w a s then called), 
Mr Oulanty, was very helpful in 
this. But ea a n e -occasion i heard 
Dooley get j , t n u discharged ever 
the telephone. 

I ran the Exiles Advisory Bureau, 
and had three typis ts who took 
town my totters in shor thand, typed 
ilwm at home, a n d brought them 
through the black-out for me to 

There were dozens some 
*eeks, hundreds a t other times, 
mostly about l odg ing nUowanees, but 
also about being now ugly deported, 
" r impressment in to the army. The 
Connolly Association supported the 
United Nations a g a i n s t Hitler, but 
» denied the r igh t of England to 
conscript the -clUxens of a neutral 
country without giving them the 
chance to g o home. Sometimes re-
cruiting officers were tempted to 
"ithhoid the i n fo rma t ion that a 
^an could go home. ' 

DOO'LEY became full-time orga-
niser , with May Mayes as his 

secretary. May is now back m 
Dublin and a member of Sinn Fein. 
SIM P i g trojan work u p an that 
sixth Soer . t mnamboi when Jaefc 
Judge followed her f r o m Birming-
ham t ashed him why he was put-
ting himself in t h e t n o k of the 
flying bombs Vhmh worn f a f i n g 
an London every few minuses. He 

i nu t in the ' T a n war, and 
"Ah, 

it of 

a tottto rustle «f trepido- *«s 

afraid 
a queer 
without 
tion. 

F iann Xamphell, fairly fresh from 
Trinity College, took oxer from 
Dooley. His was probably the most 
successful period. T h e Irish were 
flooding into England t o build air 
bases. 1 went ball for one of them 
who foolishly disclosed the where-
abouts of one of t h e m in Hyde 
Park. The police went u p to see 
if i was "worth" £100 and I was 
kicked owt «f my Sa t . 

Campbell -toured East AngUa with 
the A . O A X M . organiser and to-
gether the* held huge meetings 
and recruited thousands to the 
trade untune, and many to the 
Connelly aesooiation. tM one time 
w e ijWoinUift a second organiser 
Sylvester Maitland, but this was 
over-stepping. 

The cold war began after the hot 
war had ended and we had to give 
up f,rst Campbell and then ttait-
land. Soon we were holding our 
editorial meetings in Pat Clancy's 
Hat, and wondering how we were 
going to get out the next issue of 
the paper. 

THERE was a graal aameraclerie 
.among the Irieh in London in 

those days. Certainly there were 
(ewer snobs. Mr Bulanty did not 
consider i t beneath t»in» to attend 
meetings organised by the Associa-
tion, as for example the huge one 
in 1947 aimed at the release of the 

RepuiHiean prisoners. At ou r socials 
betimes you would see Barba ra 
Mutton th® Mtf6ss M d h e r f&thtr, 
M t fHiHIvn. General Hub6ft 
Gtmgh canw to one of ~otfr wftrtr* 
enoes tofd us ho 4i«wJ oovn* 
pteto^p changed His views e h e o t a 
uHilctf ^ r t t w d 2nd 'How etttfnrty 
supported f t . Hefify Hwr i son , who 
i f t o MttM t o oar 1 meet! n^s, had 
probably persuaded him. Harrison 
had been Parnell's private sec-

iiofd written ex* 
o n the ovffs of -*ftr-

tttion e n d the vindication of 
At one tiWi a n o t h e r of 

sHstoof i t lc friends • 'tis 
£teo for Kve gectfwHI of -the paper . 
liMt rflM- rtubf-

TT* UlQ ITUl Svvwptt 
of t h e ttih^Bs 1 ved 

m was r a t 'Oooleyn attack Frank 
Lee. ' I wfts i iwidiHty 'ef e n e 
could not piexent Ms pOWedHon, 
though I brought in our solicitor 

K 'toned down. -Frank t e e 
wfced by sen* 

Branch m a n (at Farkhuret 
white he e i R *t t^trtfc) 
wtiottvor t h e 'trieh were t w M n t *to 
Communism, a n d Lee had t«W hhn 
that they wet*e not, whfott t rue 
enough, and ft said Httle f o r the 
poMcomaff% rouihwi Hrft 
he iMd' toask. 

Then there was a mew to unseat 
Dootey f rom the Ant I-Partition 
Lengoe, which was a pity beoawee 
he wm * founder m e n t o r a n d hud 
dratted th® oonetttifMon. Me e a s 
a headstrong person, always -ready 
to ^̂ f Ml ew some h0bby*horo6j 
though fundamentally gewerowe. f t 
is only fair to Lee's memory, a n d 
lor the information of anybody 
delving Into the newspapers of 19*8, 
to say that there was certainly no 
Justification in Dooley's suspicions. 
I have long wished to set the 
record straight. 

There was an amusing sequel. A 
journalist interested in the story 
discovered that Lee had gorw t o h i s 
solicitor with a view to suing the 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

were admirers of Fianna Fail. 
The Connolly Association ar-
gued that Fianna Fail would 
riever succeed in ending par-
tition or securing Irish inde-
pendence because they had 
another object as well; that 
object was the preservation 
of capitalism. To get inde-
pendence you had to be pre-
pared to sacrifice capitalism, 
and set the objective of 
socialism. We published a 
pamphlet in 1948 to prove 
that Republicanism w a s 
meaningless without a social 
prog-ramme. At that time 
people doubted rt. They do 
not now. 

I N U R I N G the next period 
" we were concerned to 
make known Cannolly's con-
ception of the relation be-
tween Socialism and Nation-
alism. Some people interpre-
ted our earlier proposition as 
meaning you could afford to 
forget national independence 
once you embraced social-
ism. We denied this, and 
there were g tea t polemics in 
the "Democra t " in which 
many worthy and intelligent 
people took part. Those who 
saw the end of .partition and 
the achievement of political 
independence a s an essential 
step in the road to socialism 
had decidedly the best of the 
argument, and roe responsible 
organisations -have e v e r 
doubted the correctness of 
this position from then to 
now. 

The third idea pioneered by 
the Connolly Association was 
that the fight for Civil Rights 
in the six counties could shat-
ter Unionism, a n d pave the 
way for the reunification of 
Ireland, tt was for that idea 
that we sent the first delega-
tion to the six counties in 
1962—Marcus Lipton, M.P., 
Betty Harrison, of the Tobac-
co Workers' Ĵ niofl i î od J^mi 
Eber, General Secretary of 
the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom. Though we had al-
ready sent legal observers to 
the trial of Mallon and Talbot. 
All this type of work is com-
monplace today. The Con 
nolly Association was the 
first to think of it, and the 
first to organise marches, tts 
ideas h«we been completely 
victorious Imitation is the 
smcerest form of flattery. 

1"HC fourth idea vfhieh was 
' now beginning to be rea-

lised was that though there 
was needed a three-pronged 
attack on British imperialism 
in Ireland, the most vital 
arena at the present time was 
England. And since it was not 
possible for organisations in 
Ireland to lead political 
movements in E n g l a n d 
without making mistakes 
through lack of familiarity 
with the ground, and likewise 
because the English Labour 
movement did not know en-
ough about Ireland to risk 
taking action, then the Irish 
in Britain were the people in 
the key position, who could, 
providing they were orga-
nised, and used their organi-
sation in conjunction with the 
Labour Movement, decide the 
issue. 

Now increasingly people 
are seeing tha t to win civil 
rights, which is the immedi-
a te object, it is e s sen t i a l tha t 
the whole tenor of English 
public opinion shall be 
changed, and the policy of 
Labour complete ly de tached 
from Toryism. 

r i lS indeed is the final 
i<lea, tha t is-beginning to 

be realised in p rac t ice . Mr 
Arthur Gibbard speak ing a t 
Wes t Londen Mid a very re-
presentative aud ience that 
Civil Rights is going to -be 
discussed a t t he for thcoming 
National C o m m i t t e e of the 
A.JU£.W. And everybody 
knows how C h a r l i e Cunning-
ham, s tar t ing with a resolu-
tion in his t r ade union bcanch, 
piloted it up until -the Trades 
Union C o n g r e s s voted unani-
mously in favour of a Bill of 
Rights. 

But what h a s happened 
since ? The tdea has been 
accepted. But ac t ion is stWI 
lacking. That, to return to 
where we s t a r t ed ts where a 
new full-time o rgan i se r for 
the Connolly Associa t ion is 
needed. If w e can find one 
like Sean Redmond, now oc-
cupying a most respons ib le 
post m Dublin, s u c c e s s i s a s -
sured . 

We ask our r e a d e r s to fill 
in the form en p a g e five and 
send their dona t ion to the 
F inance S e c r e t a r y a t th* 
Connolly Assoc ia t ion , 2 8 3 
Grays I m * B a d , a s qwck ly ps 
possible , ars we w a n t the or-
gan i s e r this year . 
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A NIGHT IN A GRAVEYARD 
E A S T E R SUPPLEMENT 

REMINISCENCES OF 1953 
BY 

CATHAL MacLIAM 
(President, Dublin Wolfe Tone Society) 

' I ' l l C A. has a l w a y s p r ided 
i; s o l ' on its ab i l i ty to 

;>r.nar.;st' h u t I r e m e m b e r one 
,n 'cas ien w h e n t h a t ab i l i ty w a s 
sad ly w a n t i n g — t o m y a c u t e 
d i s c o m f o r t . 

Tin- occasion was the great Man-
chester Conference of 1953 during 
which the late Willie Gallacher. 
that great friend of Ireland, had 
been invited to address a public 
meeting I was at t ha t time a mem-
ber of the West London Branch of 
the Association and together with 
some other members, we decided 
to travel to Manchester to attend 
the conference and hear Willie. 

But how were we to get there 
without any money? 

Don't worry. We had in our 
branch a m a n whose extraordinary 
contacts and varied interests never 
ceased to amaze his friends. He 
seemed to know everyone! Tell him 
a problem and he knew somebody 
who could solve t ha t problem. He 
was Pat Kearney, f rom Athlone. 
who was to die at the untimely age 
of 36—a great loss. Well, true to his 
reputat ion, P a t calmly declared he 
could get us all to M a n c h e s t e r -

Aye. and a hundred more, if need 
be ' " 

|/ iUR instructions were to meet 
at 10 o'clock on a Friday night 

at a certain British Road Transport 
Depot somewhere in North Lon-
don. It was a dark November night, 
cold and damp. A group of 10 or so 
of us assembled the re and as we 
waited for P a t to appear , we won-
dered what kind of t ransport he 
would provide and Paddy Bond, 
ever droll, joked t h a t Pa t had 
ordered a special B.R.T. container 
to take us as a single package. 

Well, he wasn' t f a r wrong, for 
when Pa t arrived he told us to form 
ourselves into groups of twos and 
threes, and as t rucks came out of 
the depot Pa t spoke to each driver 
and very soon there were only three 
of us lef t — Pa t himself, myself 
and one other. 

There was little room in the 
driver's cabin we were in. Leaving 
the o ther in a seat beside the 
driver, P a t and I placed ourselves 
behind, over wha t m u s t have been 
the engine—if it wasn ' t comfortable, 
at least it was warm. Our friend 
was a curious person. An English-
man, it was said h e had fallen in 
love with a Limerick girl who did 
not re turn his affect ion and she 
must have told h i m at some t ime 
tha t the reason she didn't love him 
was because he wasn ' t Catholic! 

This, however, did not dampen his 
ardour in the least. He decided to 
qualify. Not only did he study with 
a view to conversion, he espoused 
all things Irish and hence his pre-
sence with us t h a t n ight . Indeed, he 
went fu r the r . He wore a green 
beret—seemingly day a n d night He 
affected a brogue, t he like of 
which was never heard in the land, 
but whicn was his conception of 
what a t rue I r i shman should speak 
like. Combined with a s t rong lisp, 
the effect was bizarre. His speech 
was generously sprinkled with 
"bedads" and "begorras" and for 
him every small person was a 
leprechaun and noth ing ever broke 
into pieces but it smashed into 
smithereens. 

He had done a crash course in 
Irish history and anyone he man-
aged to buttonhole, got f ree lessons 
Well, the unfor tuna te driver of our 
truck had a solid four or five-hour 
lecture, while Pa t and I, Bitting in 
the back could only roll our eyes to 
heaven, for there was no stopping 
such an enthusiastic "Ir ishman." 

HETTHER it was the effect of 
* * the lecture or not, but we 

arrived in Manchester ahead of 
schedule and before dawn. We 
settled with the driver and found 
ourselves wandering around the 
centre of Manchester in the freezing 
cold of the early morning. It was 
my first t ime there and I found it 
interesting. 

Time passed quickly unti l we met 
our Manchester colleagues a t their 
meeting place. There I met for the 

first t ime, men whom I would get 
to know and like in la ter years, 
men like Pa t Kilroy, D a n n y Kilcom-
mins, Joe Deighan and others. 
Other members from London and 
elsewhere were there, too. A full 
day's activity had been p lanned be-
fore t h e Conference, which was to 
be in t h e afternoon and on the 
following day. 

At about 7 o'clock, Joe Deighan 
and I went out to sell t he "Demo-
cra t" a n d hand out leaflets in the 
All Sa in t s ' area. The response was 
very good and I was very eager. I 
was 20 and Joe nearly twice tha t 
age. He h a d his own special brand 
of h u m o u r and he wouldn' t tell me 
where we were going or wha t was 
the n a m e of the next place. All he 
would say was "Fag f u m s a e" 
("Leave it to me") in his strong 
Belfast accent. This i r r i ta ted me 
and so while waiting for h im to 
come out of a pub, I decided to 
leaflet a Catholic church. 

On a bookcase in the porch, be-
tween booklets with t i t les like 
"What every girl should know before 
marr iage ." I put our leaflet "What 
every I r i shman should know about 
Par t i t ion ." 

And I lef t a bunch of leaflets on 
an empty table with an appropr ia te 
sign which said "Please t ake one " 
I felt pleased with myself as I came 
down t h e steps of the church , and 
across t h e street I saw Joe, frown-
ing a n d looking puzzled. I came up 
behind h i m and startled h im. 

"Where were you?" he demanded, 
"I've been looking everywhere for 
you!" 

"Oh! I 've just been in the 
church," I answered off-handedly. 

"Well, t h i s is a fine t ime to be 
saying your prayers!" Don' t you 
know we have to sell these papers 
and -distr ibute these leaflets in t ime 
for the meet ing?" 

"I do," I answered, "I 've jus t put 
all my leaflets in the church ." 

" W h a t ? " he exploded, "you can ' t 
do t h a t k ind of thing here ." He had 
visions of indignant denuncia t ions 
f rom the a l t a r . 

"Well," I said, "you d idn ' t tell 
me where t o go next and w h a t with 
the t ime being so short, I t hough t I 
would Put i t in usefully." 

The re was silence f o r a few 
momen t s a n d then he sa id : "Come 
on! We a r e doing the Crown next, 
and a f t e r t h a t the Ship." As we 
walked a long together I was smil-
ing inwardly. There are m o r e ways 
of killing a ca t than choking it with 
cream. ' 

DU R I N G the af ternoon session, 
all t hose visitors who required 

accommodat ion were told to report 
to a de6k se t up for t h a t purpose. I 
was told t h a t I had been allocated 
to a Mr a n d Mrs O'Mara wi th an 
address on t h e outskirts of Salford. 
After t h e leaflet distribution, Joe 
and I regaled ourselves in tradi-
tional f a s h i o n and h a d a few 
scoops. At closing time, I sa id good 
night a n d headed for t h e las t bus 
out of town, armed with a slip of 
paper bear ing the name and ad-
dress of m y intended hosts . I 
checked w i t h the conductor if he 
knew the place—he did. I t was 
at the te rminus . 

Well, I wouldn't miss t h e stop, I 
mused as I relaxed in the seat and 
the bus r a t t l ed away into t h e night. 
I t had been a long h a r d day 
and I was very tired. I promised 
myself t h a t I would go to bed as 
soon as politeness allowed me to 
wish my hosts good night. Towards 
the end of the journey s t ree t lights 
and houses became fewer and 
fewer. Eventually, the bus stopped 
and I was t h e sole passenger. 

It was wi th a light h e a r t t h a t I 
stepped down from the w a r m t h of 

teh bus into the cold of the night , 
and as I watched the bus set off on 
its return journey, I noticed t h a t I 
was in the contry and t h a t where 
the O'Maras lived was a small 
modern housing estate. 
J^OLLOWING the conductor 's 
-*- direction I found the house with-
out difficulty. All the houses a round 
were in darkness, as was t h a t of 
the O'Maras. They're probably in 
the kitchen, I thought as I ap-
proached the door. I knocked quietly 
in case there were any chi ldren 
sleeping. I waited a while before 
knocking again, this time slightly 
louder. There was still no response 
f rom inside. I paused, listened and 
heard nothing. 

I found a door bell and used tha t . 
Still no answer. I tried both the 
knocker and the door bell together 
without avail. Perhaps they are 
heavy sleepers, I thought as I t r ied 
to stem the ebbing of my confi-
dence. I kept my finger on the 
bell and cont inued knocking. I 
could hear t h e echoes sounding 
around the estate . 

Between knocks I became aware 
of a man's voice shouting. I stopped. 
"What 's the m a t t e r down the re?" 
came from a n ups ta i rs window next 
door. I explained I was looking for 
the O'Maras. His reply was shor t 
and to the poin t "They've gone 
away and won't be back till Mon-
day." "Oh!" was all I could say to 
tha t . I stood there . "You won' t do 
any good Standing there. You'd 
better go away," he added, a n d I 
sensed there was a threat implied. 

] 4 f Y connection with the Connolly 
' ' Association goes back to 

around 1960. My first physical con-
tac t was purely accidental Walk-
ing through P i a t t Fields on a sunny 
Sunday af ternoon, my at tent ion was 
drawn to a crowd gathered, a round 
a tricolour and undernea th t h e tr i-
colour was the distinctive figure of 
Danny Kilcommins. Danny, once 
seen and heard was not easily for-
gotten. 

He was a h ighly coloured per-
sonality f rom t h e West of I re land, 
who like m a n y another f r o m his 
pa r t of the World, could s t r ing to-
gether words with charm and wit. 
T h a t day, as I later discovered, was 
usual, most of t h e crowd came f r o m 
the 26 counties. One of the excep-
tions was a l i t t le man s t and ing 
near the f ront , dressed like a t r a m p 
who kept u p a bar rage of ban te r 
in a broad Belfas t accent. 

Finally exasperated, Danny asked 
this fellow w h a t was troubling h im. 
Amongst o ther t h i n g s he said " I 
a m an Orangeman and a Tory." 
This answer, considering h is a t t i re , 
brought gales of r, laughter bu t 
Danny, pre tending not to under-
s t and the accent , asked the audi-
ence for a round of applause fo r t h e 
Orange tourist. T h i s was only a 
small incident b u t it contras ted 
effectively to m e t h e difference in 
t h e level of to lerance between the 
nationalist a n d t h e Orangeman. 
Coming from Belfas t , I was aware 
of what would h a v e happened t o a 
Republican a t a n Orange or Union-
ist meeting. 

After this meet ing, I met the lead-
ing members of t h e branch, includ-
ing Barney Wal te r s (the backbone 
of many a C.A. social), Michael 
Crowe, Tom Redmond, Eddie Lehi-
han , Pat Kilroy a n d Joe Deighan, 
who was the motivator. I joined 
the Connolly Association because of 
policy of the organisat ion The r igh t 
to self-determination was the body 
and soul of t h a t policy and the 

r MOVED away slowly and found 
-* myself back on the main road. 
Fur ther along a t a crossroads, nea r 
a small church was a telephone box 
I would r ing up tha t chap Mur-
ray I 'd met earlier. But I d idn ' t 
know his number or address. When 
I looked in the directory, I was met 
with a bewildering number of 
Murrays—there were pages and 
pages of them, more in Manchester, 
it seemed, t h a n in the whole of 
I re land! And so I drew a b lank 
there. 

A building site on the edge of the 
estate offered some promise of 
shelter for t he night and I h a d 
no sooner sett led in one of the un-
finished houses, t h a n a voice 
boomed out "Whoever the hell you 
are, get out of here before I call t h e 
police," and which f rom the sound 
of it, d idn ' t tolerate any argument . 
I moved on and back to the tele-
phone box. A telephone box is a 
most awkward place to rest in and 
I abandoned it and tried the church. 

The church was securely locked, 
and as the wind was biting cold, t h e 
only place which offered shelter was 
a hollow between two mounds of 
treshly-dug graves in the nearby 
graveyard 

T SETTLED for this but not with-
* out some hesitat ion. I bore no 
grudge a g a i n j r the dead but h a d 
they any aga ins t me? With such 
thoughts runn ing through my mind. 
I laid myself down, pulling my 
overcoat t ight ly around me. T h e n 
as I was about to sleep, I felt some-
thing crawling along my back! I 
jumped up in a flash and threw 
a cat—such it was—off me. I t 
got such a f r igh t t h a t it tried to 
climb the church wall. I was no less 
fr ightened, but I recovered quickly 
when I reasoned it was not, a f t e r 
all, a ghost, but a mere cat which 
had dis turbed me. Down again, and 
this t ime fiercely determined t o 

the union leadership, the employers 
and the Government . A typical 
reaction was t h a t of Mr W. Lynch 
of the Civil and Public Services 
Staff Association and himself a 
member of t h e Congress Executive. 
"It is a sad result of our affiliation 
to Congress t h a t we are being de-
barred f rom measuring and cutt ing 
the cloth t h a t our people want to 
wear. Congress was becoming 
more and more like a Government 
bureaucracy. We might as well 
hang up a sign in Raglan Road for 
'The Ministry of Co-operation'!" 

Mr Noel Harr is of the ASTMS 

have that sleep no mat te r what. [ 
did manage to fall asleep 

I awoke at about five o'clock and 
went to stand up only to fall down 
again One of my legs was com-
pletely numb. After vigorous rub-
bing, it returned somewhat to life. 
I then set off for Manchester and 
it took all of six miles' walking to 
get the circulation in my legs fully 
back. 

So for the second morning run-
ning, I was viewing Manchester at 
dawn, an experience which even the 
most ardent lover of Manchester 
would find trying. And needless to 
say when I met the local branch 
organisers there were some sharp 
exchanges about their organising 
abilities! 

r i iHE meeting was a great success. 
J - I t was held in Chorl ton town 

hall. Joe Deighan sa t mesmerised 
with delight as wave upon wave of 
Ir ish countrymen poured through 
the doors completely filling the hall. 
Willie Gallagher was in great form, 
and told about his meet ings with 
Liam Mellows, Ca tha l Brugha and 
other republican leaders. Yet ap-
parently we had been denounced 
off some altar. 

After it was over and we moved 
to t h e Stockport Road, I heard 
members of the Executive congra-
tulat ing Joe Deighan on his mag-
nificent meeting. I wondered whe-
ther he looked at me or not. He 
seemed to. "Something happened 
to cause tha t meeting," he said, 
with the shade of dubiety mingled 
with menace which only a Belfast 
m a n can put into his voice. He 
refused to explain. And I like t« 
th ink tha t to this day he doesn't 
know whether his success was due 
to the leaflets or the denunciations, 
or whether the dead had walked in 
appreciation of my courtesy call, 
and entered politics as they do in 
Belfast. 

By 
JOHN M C CLELLAND 

said the National Agreements 
changed the role of Congress f i^ 1 1 

being a co-ordinator of unions into 
t ha t of a policeman. 

One thing however, worth noting 
is t ha t the Irish wage increases 
under the National Agreement are 
superior to Heath 's Phase Three in 
Britain and to the general level of 
wage settlements in the U.K. over 
the past year. The headquarters 
of some British unions have 
acclaimed the level of I r i sh wage 
set t lements by comparison with 
what they could get the i r British 
members. But this rrtay well he 
only a temporary thing. 

Early days in Manchester 
Ultimate objective, but at the same 
time t h e C.A. was always to t h e 
fore in protect ing the interests of 
the Ir ish immigran ts in Britain. 

T T was the C.A. which initiated 
J - the campaign for Civil Rights 
in Nor thern I re land in the early 
'60s, with marches and demonstra-
tions all over Bri tain. The influence 
of the Manches te r branch was con-
siderable in t h e local labour move-
ment, a n d it is significant t h a t 
many of t h e n a m e s to the forefront 
at Westminster on the Civil Rights 
issue wore Manchester M.P.s. 
Allaun, Griff i ths , Leslie Lever, Orme 
and Rose spr ing to mind. 

I recall Paul Rose's at tending the 
Manchester b ranch meeting having 
been invited to speak as a lawyer 
on Civil R igh t s in Northern Ireland. 
He feft ised to do so because he felt 
his knowledge of thte subject was 
not sufficient. He had &>me to l eam. 
Yet wi th in a shor t time he was to 
do sterling work ih the Campaign 
for Democracy in Ulster. 

The work of the Connolly Associa-
tion has been carried on over the 
years by a comparatively small 
number of immigran ts (considering 

t h a t -there are one million first 
generation Irish in Br i ta in) and 
their fr iends in the Br i t i sh Labour 
movement. The achievements speak 
for themselves, bu t What would 
have been the result if only a small 
percentage of the I r i sh h a d become 
involved: The whole Labour move-
men t would have been bet ter in-
formed and the last Labour Gov-
e rnment wOuld have been forced to 
deal erfectftefy with Orange politi-
cal gdngsterism and t h e Bill of 
Rights' put ' forward by t h e Con-
nolly Association and supported by 
the firltteh Trades u n i o n Congress 
would likVe'hfed to be parsed, In-
t e rnmenfcou ld not h a f e been intro-
duced by Faulkher with Mr Heath 's 
permission, > n d 1,000 people would 
not have died unnecessarily. 

As a n ex-trtember of t he Con-
nolly5 Association who now lives 
under a "shared power," which has 
m e a n t the re turn of 11 bigots to 
Westminster, 1 Would appeal to all 
I r ish men and Woriien living In Bri-
ta in who wldh t o see t h e end of the 
tor ture of Northern I re land and 
eventually the Creation of an in-
dependent Ireland, to join the 
Association—th6 one I r ish organisa-
tion in Britttta which has always 
known the w&y forward. 

STAGGERING RISES 
(Cont lnwd f rom Page Four) 

April 1974 
THE IR I SH D E M O C R A T 

WHY THE ENGLISH SHOULD BE INTERESTED 
TMn «t Mmtvo.llo "T,.i..v, n. _ 

>1 
i ' lWKING at Newcastle, "Irish 

Democrat" Editor Desmond 
t i ivaws said he wanted to explain 
...i»> the English workers should be 
interested in the situation in Ire-
land. 

It was recognised tha t t he 
English Labour and Trade Union 
movement was the strongest in the 
capitalist world. As a consequence 
of this, the ruling capitalist class 
was literally obsessed with the fact 
that the working class might take 
over power and introduce some 
form of socialism. 

For years its policy had been one 
of fobbing off with minor reforms, 
to be taken back as soon as pos-
sible, and the aim was to keep the 
Labour Pa r ty pale pink and politi-
cally harmless. 

But following the decline of Eng-
land's world position, and the con-
sequent intensification of economic 
difficulties, there was a fear t h a t 
this policy might no longer succeed. 
Hence the effort to bring in the 
European peasants to balance the 
English workers, to create a supra-
national legal; system at Brussels, 
so as to take &way from the British 
people the power to govern their 
own country. This was the pur-
pose of the Common Market. 
V i r H A T effect would this have on 
' ' I re land? Clearly under E.E.C. 

the economic border disappears. 
And a -rave new danger for British 
capitalism thus looms up. What 
would happen if the economic inte-
gration was to be followed by poli-
tical unity? 

The Irish people have a centuries 
old tradition of struggle for 
national independence. Supposing 
that a majority of the Irish people 
in a politically united Ireland was 
to see the solution of pressing eco-
nomic problems in the establish-
ment of a completely independent 
Irish Republic outside the E.E.C. 
Might not the logic of their posi-
tion lead to a European Cuba being 
set up. or at the least a dangerous 
odd man out, who might lean for 
support on countries England and 
France did not approve of? There 
would be a possibility that Euro-
pean imperialism would lose its 
control of the most strategic coasts 
in the whole N.A.T.O. system. 

British policy towards Ireland is 
based on an effort to prevent this 
danger from becoming a reality. 

Its essence is simple. It is to 
weaken those forces within Ireland 
who might conceivably operate that 
policy if they got a chance. There 
are two groups involved, in the 
most general terms, republicans and 
socialists. British Tory policy has 
been to try to associate other sec-

tions of the Irish people in the job 
of weakening socialists and republi-
cans. Hence the endless appeals 
across the border, met by the only 
too willing co-operation of men who 
at one time called themselves re-
publicans. Hence the device of 
power sharing which associated the 
S.D.L.P. members with English op-
pression of their own people. The 
S.D.L.P. were tricked and fr ight-
ened into it. Cosgrave's Government 
were bribed into it—local capitalists 
got a cut on the wealth extracted 
from Ireland by the foreigners, and 
found this an easier life than fight-
ing for Ireland's control of her own 
resources. 

U O M E people had compared the 
1 - situation with tha t in Vietnam 
and wondered why the British 
public were not up in arms. But it is 
only when the six counties are 
viewed in isolation tha t it looks like 
Vietnam, and even then there are 
big differences. In Asia North Viet-
nam was an unshakable pillar of 
independence. Can we say the 
same of the twenty-six counties? 
Vietnam moreover did not enter 
into the direct calculations of 
English policy, but only through the 
American alliance, and capitalist 
allies often like to cause each 
other a little embarrassment. 
Finally there were no Trade Unions 
linked to the British Trade Unions 

in Vietnam who answered every 
solidarity action with "mind your 
own business." It was too easy to 
blame for their inaction people 
whose every action had been re-
pulsed by members of their own 
organisations. 

The speaker said he drew the con-
clusion that what was needed was 
a great campaign of public en-
lightenment, at the top, in Parl ia-
ment, a t the bottom in the Trade 
Union branches, and among all 
democratic organisations. 
• T H E people must be told t ha t 

Northern Ireland is not just 
some isolated incomprehensible ex-
ception to everything British, but 
a cockpit in which English Toryism 
has been feverishly consolidating a 
vital aspect of its European policy. 
Tha t European policy spells 
disaster for the British people. 

Speaking of the work of the 
"Irish Democrat" in providing the 
Irish in Britain and their f r iends 
with the arguments best adapted to 
fu r the r the course of enl ighten-
ment, he said that the most vital 
link was the Connolly Association, 
which was an organisation which 
spread e x p e r t knowledge of 
the Irish scene, but understood the 
British Labour movement in detail 
and in depth. He invited all 
present to join, and a number of 
forms were taken. 

NOTTINGHAM 
DAYS 

NED CONNOLLY, now in 
Rathluirc, writes: "I have 

many memories of the Con-
nolly Association in Notting-
ham, but find difficulty com-
pressing them into readable 
form. The campaign to save 
Mallon and Talbot in 1958, is 
the one I remember best. We 
collected hundreds of signa-
tures tor the petition, and had 
enthusiast ic support from the 
Nott ingham Trades Council 
and union branches. Many of 
them passed resolutions. Des-
mond Greaves addressed the 
Trades Council and the Cosmo-
politan Society. 

It was also an achievement 
to get the historic statue of 
Feargus O'Connor cleaned and 
re-touched. Indeed we very 
nearly succeeded in getting the 
statue moved from its undis-
tinguished site in the Arbore-
tum to a position in the centre 
of the city. We used to march 
from the city square to the 
Feargus O'Connor s ta tue when 
we held a demonstration. 
Until the Connolly Association 
reminded them, many Notting-
ham people did not know who 
O'Connor was." 

Eamonn MacLaughlin recalls the late fifties 
M 

Y recollections are mainly 
of the struggle to re-organise 

the C.A. in the post-war years of 
the fifties, the period of the Cold 
War and MacCarthyism. I recall 
the efforts to build an organisation 
which contained people from dif-
ferent political backgrounds, I r ish 
people and English friends of Ire-
land, as a p a r t of the British work-
ing class, of t he trade union and 
labour movement here. 

The aims were clearly defined a t 
the Annual Conference in Birming-
ham in 1955. They were to win 
support here in Britain for mea-
sures to assist the struggle of the 
Irish people for democratic advance 
and to encourage the Irish here to 
jom the t r ade unions. These 
generalised a ims were spelt out in 
detail in a new constitution which 
also gave us a fuller title, "The 
Connolly Association and Irish Self 
Determination League." 

' T H E method of doing this was 
public activity. This meant 

first of all ge t t ing out in the streets. 
Irish Weeks" were held in cities in 

England a n d Scotland. Members 
gave up a week of their holidays to 
address meet ings in the streets, to 
sell "Irish Democrats" in the local 
pubs and outside churches, to talk 
to local t r ade unionists, to bring 
the simple fac t s of the situation in 
Northern I re land and especially the 
violations of civil rights, to a pub-
lic who were mostly ignorant about 
it, or if they had heard of It, 
thought t h a t the so-called Irish 
Question had been solved in 1921. 
Our aim was to let them know tha t 
it was still very much a British 
Question. 

We established branches of the 
C.A. where " f u r t h e r " political edu-
cation continued with talks and 
discussions on all sorts of subjects 
concerning t h e I r ish in Britain. In 
London Hyde P a r k meetings of the 
usual sort were held but we also 
bad what we called The Hyde Park 
University, when on weekday even-
ings there were, "in-depth" lectures 
covering the whole history of the 
Irish struggle as well as detailed 
analyses of t he current situation, 
such as the ownership of Irish re-
sources and the effects of Partition. 

People who had never spoken in 
Public before were getting up on 
chairs and boxes in Portobello 
' toad, in the Bull Ring, in Kilburn 
High Road, in unfriendly squares in 
gloomy Midland towns, learning 
'low to a t t r ac t a crowd, not, as we 
first thought, by trying to shout 
louder t h a n the traffic, but by 
having our a rms or folded news-
lepers about like crazy windmills 
until bypassers became curious to 
learn what we were getting so ex-
cited about. T h e p we had to try to 

convince them to listen to us and 
to give us some form of support. 
And woe betide the over-
enthusiastic gatherer of crowds 
whose voice was gone when his 
audience was ready to listen. 
INHERE was another method we 

used to a t t rac t people, espe-
cially in virgin territory. This was 
to unfurl the Irish tri-colour of 
green, white and orange. I remem-
ber some meetings where there was 
only one.pf us. This meant you 
had to unfurl the flag, secure it or 
even hold it, then act as chairman, 
introduce yourself, speak, answer 
questions, get down and take up the 
collection and sell "Irish Demo-
crats" and carry on like this until 
one day someone pushed their way 
shyly through the crowd and an 
Irish voice said quietly, "I'll give 
you a hand," and another recruit 
was made. 

At one particular meeting in 
Kingston-on-Thames we were not 
very successful in explaining who 
we were, let alone our purpose. 
After we unfurled the tri-colour our 
only audience on a wet evening 
was a gentleman who must have 
been a devotee of pre-technicolour 
films like "Beau Geste". He asked 
for an enrolment form and was dis-
gusted to discover tha t we were not 
as he thought recruiting for the 
French Foreign Legion. 

MiHE best way to learn, they say, 
J - is to teach others, and some of 
us learnt a great deal in those 
years. I recall some who are now 
prominent in one way or the other, 
politicians, actors, playwrights, 
singers, educationists. But it might 
be doubted if they will ever do any-
thing as exciting or perhaps as use-
ful as what they did then while raw 
young men in the streets of strange 
English towns. 

These were not the toughest ex-
periences. The toughest was try-! 
ing to organise Irish social even-
ings. Irish musicians were not the 
reliable as well as talented charac-
ters they are now. After sweating 
out the first hour while the 
audience trickled in, we were often 
faced with the prospect of no 
entertainment because of the non-
arrival for some reason or other of 
the artists So we had to become 
entertainers ourselves. Those who 
had some sort of a voice would give 
out With "The Auld Orange Flute" 
or "The West's Awake", while the 
rest of us tried to remember the 
words of Pearsc's "The Rebel" or 
• The True Story of the Shooting 
of Dangerous Dan McGrew. ' 
t^iOCIALS were also occasions 
^ when attempts were made to 
disrupt or nullify our work, some-
times by attempts to sing songs 
which were devislve not uniting 

MacCarthyite methods were also 
used. "Reds under the beds" 
stories were published and spread 
and also social evenings were even 
(God help us! i portrayed as 
wicked attempts to subvert young 
Irish men and women newly ar-
rived here away from the s t ra ight 
and narrow. Then there were those 
of the then ultra-left who wanted 
to make the C.A. .mainly an exile's 
organisation, telling those still in 
Ireland what to do and acting as 
fund raisers for them, restricting 
membership to declared socialists, 
declaring tha t a Socialist North 
and a Socialist South wouM have 
to come before unity ana inde-

pendence, whereas we saw the way 
forward as supporting the s t ruggle 
for democratic advance in I re land, 
especially where the Brit ish Gov-
ernment had direct responsibility, 
in the North. The sad result was 
tha t some members who otherwise 
were the most excellent persons 
had to be expelled. 

This central fact of Bri t ish 
responsibility, which is now clearly 
and widely recognised, was not a t 
all obvious then, carefully hidden 
behind the specially designed Stor-
mont/Westminster relationship. Our 
work to bring this to the l ight of 
day began to bear f rui t in the late 
'fifties. At the 1959 Annual Gene-

TOMMY HOPKIN 
R I P 

IRELAND lost a staunch friend in 
• this genial Welshman, who 
died two days before Christmas. 
Secretary for many years of the 
Deptford Trades Council, and a 
very active member of the N.U.R. 
and the Tenants ' movement, 
Tommy was well-known in the Irish 
Community in South East London. 
He was always a strong supporter 
of the Connolly Association and was 
well-liked and respected by many 
who may not have shared his out-
spoken socialist opinions. 

ral Meeting of the National Union 
of Railwaymen, one of our mem-
bers, Tom Lepnard, as a delegate, 
moved a resolution which declared 
the responsibility of the British 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

THEY SAID THEY COULDNT INTERFERE 
iT^HROUGH the Government of 

Ireland Acts 1920 the British 
Government claims to have com-
plete control over all matters, per-
sons and things in Northern Ire-
land. Complete control! How are 
you! Since the invasion of the 
lower Falls area of Belfast by the 
British army in autumn 1969 and 
the mass internments tha t followed 
the British Government have 
lurched from one emergency mea-
sure to the next, trying to cope 
with a risen people. 

Horfie Secretaries and govern-
ment ministers have had to take 
crash courses to pass their eleven-
plus in Irish affairs. I t is quite 
evident to any intelligent observer 
that the British Government does 
not now have the complete control 
it claims through the Westminster 
parliament. 

Paradoxically the weakening of 
control is shown in the fact t ha t 
they have lost their power-base 

•which rested on the loyalty of the 
bigoted orange population. It is 
this break with the past tha t holds 
both the threat and the promise 
for the future. The Orangeman 
will learn that the British estab-
lishment has no time for the non-
conformist. 

I T is a commonplace in Northern 
Ireland today to hear a "loyal-

ist" say tha t but for the Civil 
Riiihters and their one-man one-
vote campaign in '68 the troubles 
would never have come about. He 
is correct in that the slogan one-
man one-vote and the demand for 
democratic rights was the Issue tha t 
broke the half-century undemo-
cratic rule of Stormont. He is in-
correct on his time and place. It 
was in England and in the 
nineteen-fifties that the campaign 
was launched by the Connolly 
Association and the "Irish 
Democrat". 

By 

SEOSAMH O DIOCHON 
I write here of what was done 

in the Manchester area. T h e 
minutes of the Manchester branch 
of the Connolly Association dur ing 
the 1950s and the 1960s give the 
local history of tha t campaign. 
These weekly meetings were con-
cerned with the carrying out of t he 
decisions of the annual conference 
of the organisation held in Bir-
mingham in 1954. 

The decisions in brief were, since 
the British Government claimed 
control over Northern Ireland it 
ought to legislate at Westminster to 
prohibit the undemocratic practices 
of the Stormont regime. This de-
mand was later formulated as a 
"Bill of Rights". The objective was 
to be achieved by organising the 
Irish in Britain to inform and edu-
cate the British people, -through 
their political and Trade Union 
organisations, of the undemocratic 
rule in Northern Ireland and to 
seek their support to change it. 

\ \ J EEK af ter week, month a f t e r 
month, year af ter year for 

fifteen years Irishmen and, to 
their credit. Englishmen in the 
Connolly Association in Man-
chester carried on the campaign for 
civil r ights in Northern Ireland. 
The "Irish Democrat" was cir-
culated Public meetings and 
parades were continuous. More im-
portant and fruitful were the meet-
ings within the Trade Union and 
Labour movement. 

The Manchester district of t he 
A.E.U., of which Hugh Scanlon 
was then organiser was captured in 
our support. The steel erectors, 
the woodworkers and the Man-
chester Trades Council all came to 
support the campaign. This 

organised public backing for the 
demand for democracy in Northern 
Ireland was reflected in the positive 
response of the local members of 
parliament—Will Griffiths. Leslie 
Lever, Paul Rose, Frank Allaun and 
Stan Orme. Parallel campaigns 
were carried out In London and in 
the major centres of Britain. 

The ridiculous claim of consecu-
tive Home Secretaries t ha t they 
couldn't in ter fere in the internal 
affairs of Stormont was exposed 
as the hypocritical sham it was. 
The equally hypocritical rule tha t 

"Northern I re land politics couldn't 
be discussed in the Westminster 
chamber was also broken a t this 
stage. In a word the Ir ish Ques-
tion had been brought back into 
the arena f rom which it originally 
came, the a rena of British politics. 

By the way John Bull is tena-
cious, he is now trying to hive off 
his "Irish Problem" on to a Coun-
cil of Ireland. During the cam-
paign speakers were frequently in-
vited from Northern Ireland to 
address the meetings. They a n d -
others brought back the fe rment of 
ideas generated in this period. The 
North responded to the proposition 
tha t democracy was the key issue. 
So began the struggle for Civil 
Rights. 

After five years of bitter struggle 
in Northern Ireland Emergency 
Powers, continuing and increasing 
internment and an unacceptable 
way of life still operate. It could 
be that the British Government is 
incapable, due to historical and poli-
tical reasons, of instituting a 
democratic society. If so it is only 
when the English people become 
aware of that fact that the neces-
sary policy of withdrawal will be 
put on the agenda. The Irish in 
Britain should be educating and 
preparing them for the day when 
tha t realisation dawns. 

• 
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THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION IN THE EARLY FIFTIES 
| WAS 23 years old when I liist 
* joined the Connolly Association 
in 1951, so 1 have spent most ol m> 
rituilt life .is an active member ol ,t 
1 certainly think I took the right 
ilecision. and in the words ol a 
French Resistance leader shot by 
the Nazis: "I; it had to be done 
all over, 1 would tread this road 
again.' 

When I joined there was only one 
branch in London—the West Lon-
dor., which met in the old King 
and Queen in Paddington Green, 
aow demolished to make way for a 
Jfty-over. Membership subs were 1/- a 
month, collected and recorded by 
•Id Jack Judge from Foxford. 
Secretary was Walter O'Neill, a 611. 
fiia. Belfast man and former 
Gaelic Leaguer. I can remember 
to this day his reading the minutes: 
"A discussion took place . . . and 

r-itt brave length,'' he interjected 
with great feeling. 

Councillor Illtyd Harrington, now 
prominent on the G.L.C., was one 
©f our early supporters, also Dr 
David Pitt. I remember vividly 
Tammy Jackson, author of "Ireland 
Her Own", talking brilliantly on his 
hero, Parnell. 
i rpHEN as now, selling the -Irish 

Democrat" played a large pari 
jn our activities. I remember my 
first n i g h t selling with Desmond 
Greaves and Bill Burke in S tep-
herds Bush. I shot through the 
pub like Ronny Deianey, fearful of 
le t t ing a pint of beer poured over 
me. (Nowadays I have to decline 
the offers of those who want to 
pom- it into me). I t was Bill who 
told me how his tank had rolled 
into Normandy on D-Day chalked 
with "Up Dev! Up the IRA!" It 
was he, too, who retorted to some-

I 

MocLAUGHLIN 
ON THE FIFTIES 

(Continued from Page Seven) 

Parliament and demanded a public 
enquiry into the violations of civil 
liberties in Northern Ireland The 
General Secretary of the Union 
mistakenly argued that Britain had 
no responsibility in the matter tout 
Tom in his reply to the debate was 
ible to quote Clause 75 of the Oev-
ernment of Ireland Act which 
clearly stated the true .position and 
the resolution was carried by a 
large majority. This was a high-
light in a .process of education -of 
the British people and politicians 
which still continues. Never mind 
hew hadfy informed people in Eng-
land are now by the mass media 
<̂ r\A t v comedians—they hadn't 
even the makings of a twisted clue 
theiL 

/"VTUEK highlights were the send-
^ tag of an English lawyer as an 
•bswver to the M&Hon and Talbot 
Trial, OUT "Free the Prisoners in 
Crumlin Road campaign, which in-
eluded winning support fcom fellow 
trade unionists here fen- the 
prisoners and internees. There was 
also the continuous counter cam-
paigns against anti-Irish propa-
ganda. One particularly vicious 
slander was that ^Irish immigrants 
>i ingtm tuberculosis with them. 
Geitauity a larger proportion of the 
Irish toere -developed pulmonary t.b. 
as a ynult *l bad living conditions 
and -poor #iet but mainly as a re-
sult of not having had a primary 
iiofecUon which people in germ-
ridden and overcrowded urban 
area* usually get around the ages 
•1 M or 12, in the form of a mild 
Hicknesfi for a day or two, and 
which acts as a asrt of inoculation 
against later attacks. This does not 
aonntdly happen in Ireland because 
people ®et purer air there. We en-
listed the support of prominent 
physicians to spread the truth 
about .this. 

And last, but not. least. I have two 
other memories. One of them is 
the conference on trade unionism 
and the Irish which was published 

the proud title, -Irishmen 
Mod trade unienietv" And 

the -ether Is enjeyiag w « k and life 
Vltk the late Pat Kearney frarn 

t character and 
at the "lrteb 

one who said he would on!;, use 
the "Democrat ' to wipe his arse: 
"Don't do tha t ' There are sharp 
words on it!" 

Pictures in the mind from 22 
years of paper-selling: A man. 
maith go leor, shouting: "Here, I 
won a hundred pounds today, here's 
a shilling for you." A young lad 
on a bus seeing me with a huge 
bunlle ol papers, saying shyly: 
"Could you ever part with one of 
them?" A consistently hostile group 
in a Crieklewood bar, on the ump-
teenth night of offering them the 
p^per, saying: "God! We're tired 
insulting you." Little Kitty Cullen, 
about six stone nothing, sliding up 
from the floor between three six-
loot Mayomen and the bar, saying 
saucily: ""Irish Democrat' lads?" 
The man who only last month 
pressed a £5 note into my hand 
and walked away. 
/ vUR summer campaigns in the 

'fifties. Street-corner meetings all 
over London, with Paddy Clancy, 
Eamonn Lyons, Eamonn McLaugh-
lin and others. Pat Kearney, the 
"demon barber" of Colliers Wood, 
who was known to leave-a customer 
half-shaved for 40 minutes while he 
rushed out to do his shopping, but 
who attracted customers from miles 
around for the argument and 
"crack" in his shop. Pat would al-
ways arrive late, but generally in 
a taxi, so you eouldn't be mad with 
him; he used to sell papers outside 
the Blarney Club in Tottenham 
Court Road every Saturday. Des-
mond Greaves was nearly killed 
there one night when a man being 
thrown out cannoned into him and 
knocked him into the path of a 
taxi' I t just scraped the back of 
his coat. 

I remember the campaign we con-
ducted to expose the lie being 
peddled in the Press that "The Irish 
bring in T.B." We proved and pub-

by 
PATRICK BOND 
licised the fact that it was because 
young boys and girls coming from 
the country had mostly never been 
exposed to T.B. that they were apt 
to catch it when living in the 
scruffy digs and working in the 
smoky bars of London. 

J REMEMBER the outcry raised 
by the English papers about the 

fate of the Irish horses which died 
in a storm while being shipped to 
Belgium. Cruelty! Stop this wicked 
trade! shouted the "Daily Mirror". 
No Englishman should spend his 
holidays in such a dreadful, callous 
country. We brought out the fact 
that a dozen fishermen had been 
drowned in the same storm (this 
had only made the small print, if 
that). We recorded the fact that 
six months later a Jaguar was 
landed at Dun Laoaire, containing 
—the editor of the "Daily Mirror". 

I remember when Marcus Lipton, 
one of the first M.P.s to support 
us, was taken by the Association 
for a trip to the six counties. He 
returned to show us m fascinated 
disgust a stick of Orange rock, and 
to relate how his companion had 
to restrain him from dashing for-
ward to tear down the "House of 
Commons L.O.L." banner being car-
ried through Belfast on July 12th. 

I remember when we sent John 
Hostettler as our legal observer to 
the three trials of Mallon and 
Talbot in 1958, when the British 
Press, or at least the big-business-
owned majority of it, refused to 
publish the sensational allegations 
of police torture which they re-
counted a t their trial, preferring to 
print enormous headlines about one 
boy in Caithness who got a clout 
on the ear from a policeman. 

I N waging, as we did. the great 
' campaigns for the release, first 

of the internees and then of the 
sentenced prisoners in the six coun-
ties aroupd 1960, we realised tha t 
it was necessary to break down the 
British Press blackout on events in 
the six counties. That has been 
done, even if so much of the news 
is still slanted, one-sided and in-
accurate. 

- I remember the issues of the 
"Democrat" with a box for the 

number of internees still to be re-
leased on the front page, and over-
printing the number with a smaller 
one with a rubber stamp as re-
leases took place during the month. 
In fact this was the beginning of 
the Civil Rights movement, as the 
facts about the Special Powers Act 
and the absence of democracy in 
the North were marshalled, set out, 
and drawn to the attention of M-P.s 
and others, most of wh :n knew 
nothing about them. 

I T was about 1939 that I helped 
' to start th > £ in Lo_u.aa 

branch of the Asjodat.o.i a 1 I've 
been either chairiu : or st-retary 
for most of the tim. si.r.-e. \ e 
started off a t Camber, ell Baths, 
meeting in a little room v r t i t ie 
noise of bathers in the .background. 
Bob Rossiter, still a stalwart . Li-
ber, was there, Terry Kennedy and 
the late Maurice O'Byrne. 1-at 
White joined soon after, with Andy 
Goonery and others. 

The Branch has seen ups and 
downs, the worst time being the 
winter of 1962-63 when snow lay on 
the ground for six weeks, and week 
after week three of us used to 
huddle round the fire and do what 
we could to keep things going 
Happily the situation is much better 
now; the Branch has well over a 
hundred members, and we have had 

many successful concert;, /allies 
and parades. 

We have organised enicyable trips 
to the seaside every September for 
seven years. We have 'tonight 40 
young schoolgirls from Belfast over 
to London for a fortnight s holiday. 
We have helped to secure the rein-
statement of two Irish ladies sacked 
from a shop for wearing shamrock 
on St Patrick's Day. We have put 
on Pearse's play, "The Singer", and 
presented a dramatic account of 
Connolly's life in story and song, 
with script by Eamonn McLaughlin. 

We have excellent relations with 
M.P.S, councillors and others. We 
are the top selling branch m Lon-
don of "Democrats", and above all 
of songbooks, calendars and Con-
nolly badges. 

i"pHE name of James Connolly 
himself was enormously en-

hanced by the celebrations in 1966 
of the 1916 Rising anniversary. It 
was discovered tha t Connolly had 
had the most to say, and that his 
ideas were tremendously -relevant 
today, as we had been saying all 
along; and our Connolly -badges 
have sold well ever since 1»68 when 
\ • celebrated the centenary of his 

£. ming up, I would say that 
there .s now a great respect Among 
tne Ii.iii people here for Connolly, 
a great respect for the consistent 
wo 'k i .e Association has been do-
ing all these years; a growing un-
d standing of our policy of uniting 
Irish and British workers against 
the big financiers and their political 
stooges, and of demanding genuine 
independence for Ireland in the 
common interest of the tame Irish 
and British workers. I hope those 
reading this win take the step of 
joining the Association, helping to 
raise the cash needed for our new 
full-time organiser, and marching 
forward with us. 

JOHN MOONEY (DUBLIN) ON THE 'BATTLE OF HYDE PARK' 1950 
TY first interest in, and indeed 

* knowledge of, the Connolly 
Association came after listening to 
a meeting in Hyde Park, just after 
the «ad of the war. I had emigra-
ted to England in the early years 
of the war, and had become dis-
itfusiooed with, and divorced myself 
completely from, all things Irish 
because of my experiences at home. 
I had never any Intentions of re-
turning to Ireland, and became very 
active to werWng-ctaes peUtics. 

I wasn't long married when my-
self a n d my wife, Bridie, came 
across that, meeting in Hpde Park 
She was very interested and when 
the chairman announced t h a t a 
meeting -wee bo be held the follow-
ing Thursday in Paddingten, Bridie 
suggested tha t we go. I wasn't all 
that keen-but -eenemtad, because J 
was so involved in -politics n&self 
and mas <(lad to see that -she had 
found some organisation with-which 
she could identify herself. She 
hadnt pullet) up her roots to the 
same extent as I had done. 
' ' P R E meeting was in a pub. Bridie 

' was more Impressed than ever, 
and before the meeting ended she 
asked me to Join. She had already 
made up her own mind ahd, seeing 
that she was so enthusiastic, I 
joined up that night also. I well 
remember Jack Judge from Mayo, 
the man -Who signed us In. Also 
at that meeting were Paddy Clancy 
and Desmond Greaves 

We attended meetings every 
Thursday and eventually the Asso-
ciation grew on me. I started to 
sell the "Irish Democrat" and after 
some time became absorbed in the 
work of the Association, and was 
elected secretary of the South West 
London branch. I saw the need for 
a separate organisation for Irish 
immigrants. In the end I devoted 
all my time to C.A. work, spending 
all day Sunday, and Priday and 
Saturday nights as well, selling the 
paper and trying to interest every-
one Irish in the Association's policy. 
rpHEN came the coM war with 

1 its repression of everything 
progressive. The C.A. seemed to 
l esuch a low ebb and it became 
obvious that something would have 
to be 4on»- to inject new life and 
eiichuatatm into the organisation 
The most important thing to take 

place at this time was employment 
of Desmond Greaves in a full-time 
capacity. This was a bit of a joke 
for although Demond was full-time 
he never got a penny in wages for 
six months! 

if Desmond hadn't taken on the 
Job the Association wouldn't bene 
survived He set example to as 
all with the amount of work he 
put in, and without the <5onnoHy 
Association the British trade union 
movement wouldn't have -been aware 
of what was happening in Ireland. 
In those days w e constantly ex-
posed the conditions in the six 
counties and events have since 
proved the correctness Of our poli-
cies. 
T WELL remember the attempts 
* to stifle frte speech in Hyde 

Park and the ConnoHy Association 
was the first organisation to be 
attacked. There -WW a deliberate 
policy being carried we t ' to suppress 
any -organisation t rying to 
the •mai l ing c e n M c w * 
which both Irish a n d British work-
ers were living, and we —re natur-
ally in the front tine Jar attaok. 

A -person who h a d best sow be 
nameless gathered annual him a 
group of misguided individuals who 
tried to strike tensor Into the C A 
members and run t h a n out of the 
Part Initially ttoey confined them-
selves to hecUtng, then they re-
sorted to pushing .gad shoving, and 
fisticuffs. Their t i t l e s d M n t pay 
off so they became more violent. 
Some of them were Irish—*nd 
strangely enough m a n y of these 
ended up as supporters, even selling 
the "Irish Democrat". But not yet. 
/ \NE Sunday Alec Digges was 

' speaking. Alec was a member 
of the Executive Committee and 
had fought in the International 
Brigade in the Spanish Civil War. 
The opposition rushed the platform. 
Alec was knocked to the ground 
and received a bad kick in the ear. 
The rostrum was smashed. 1 was 
under the rostrum and saw Bridle 
jump on one fellow's back. He had 
a fine head of hair to which Bridle 
clung, and down she pulled him to 
the ground. She belted him over 
the head with her handbag, which 
1 had given her as a present and 
which had cost me £2. An ex-polke 
inspector rushed at her and "in the 

melee the bag was burst to bits. 
She got a few clouts, but her only 
comment was that she didn't like 
the bag anyway! Sean Hog an, an 
old friend and neighbour of mine 
from -Dublin, put at elast a half-
a-dozen of our attackers down As 
for myself, I couldn't hit a cow 
on the arse with a -stick! 

At-our meeting the next Thurs-
day, we decided unanimously to 
hold another meeting the foUowlng 
Sunday. JSamonn -Quinn was ad-
dressing a huge crowd when -the 
platform was rushed again. Eanann 
was hunted to the ground, but con-
tinued to talk, still clutching the 
rostrum. We hauled him and the 
rostrum up and h e still aertlmtod 
to talk. I thought it -MM great . 
The rostrum was taoken .again but 
Eamonn newer once ategped. It 
was * great victory- We , 
that you couldn't abut up the 
nolly Association. 
rI"HH95N a Jewish-anti-Fascist group 

1 came t o our aid. They realised 
that the freedom of speech was at 
stake. "They were -aH ex-soWiers and 
had been having meetings in Hyde 

Park, for a number of years. -At our 
meeting they ringed our -platform, 
mingling with and reinforcing our 
own members. The opposition came 
again but because of the amount 
of support we had attracted the 
scuffles were small. When in 1955 
during the hysteria over Hungary, 
hoodlums closed down Speaker s 
Corner for a while toe Connolly As-
sociation they were afraid to touch. 
We never missed a meeting. 

I remember asking Desmond the 
following Thursday how were we 
ever going to defeat this e n n e , and 
he J>att. "It can't be aooe with 
fisticuffs, only with policy." 

The battle lasted for nine weeks, 
physically and -politically. In the 
end we won the right to free speech. 
We Isutw that we are responsible 
for th i s -victory in ityde £a»k, -and 
we learned a lot from the experi-
ence Desmond -had said, "If you 
have -a better idea than anyone else 
you «riU succeed." We did and I am 
very pioud to have been aaaociated 
with-ail those with whom i waked 
in those 4ay*. 

THE C A 
"Democrat*' for Hbof, and tfifo was 
the reply: t w , in treUmd 
•Informer* is a dirty word. But not 
in tngfcmd. f t w t h e duty of every 
citiien to help the police. You rtM 
your duty as a ottizm, Mr tee. You 
wouldn't -get a penny." it seemed 
rather ^»ana on the virtuous cttl-
zent 

The lato for t ies were the hardest 
time tor t h e Connolly Asosniation. 
I always dato t h e turn of the tide 
to Km arrival of ««r ry Cor ran (now 

W A R YEARS 
4Continued t m n Page Five) 

literacy editor) and Rat Bond. Soon 
they were joined by Pat Kearney, 
Des Logan in Birnilntgriam and, 
last bu t not least, Jos Deighan in 
Manchester. 

The Connolly Assooiation has a 
long, varied and oftimes amusing 
history, and the members srtio join 
It today can rdUth the feeling that 
this Is no mushroom gaowtti but 
a genuine historical phenomenon 
arising fcom the fact of cmigsation. 

C.D.C. 

R € 1 S S O C O 

LABOUR M IRISH HISTORY 
By Jan iM Conno l ly 

<By -post 35p P e r s o n sa les 3Gp) 

IRELAND HER OWN 
(By ipost £1.10 Personal sales £1) 

f t o m IBJ&H D E M O C R A T B O O K fiBRViCE 
-243 G B A Y S JAIjN, .ROAD, I i ^ M O O N , W<CJ. 

April 1974 

ELECTION PROVES IRELAND IS NOT ENGLAND 
- ,1 ( r,f I 1,., nr. t . |'HE1, result of the Westminster 

' elections again emphasised the 
(inferences in politics, attitudes and 
aiterests which effectively divide the 
people of Northern Ireland from the 
people of Great Britain. While the 
local results were decisive, the elec-
lion in Great Britain was inconclu-
sive. This can be simply explained 
- the important issues on which 

representatives were being elected 
io the same parliament were en-
tirely different for both areas. Any 
Tory or British Labour candidate 
standing on their party policy in 
Northern Ireland would have had 
as much chance of winning a seat 
at Westminster as the Man in the 
Moon. 

So while this illogical position 
exists and Northern Ireland re-
mains "within'' the United King-
dom, then we are at the mercy of 
the British electors. Three years ago 
they voted Tory and Northern Ire-
land was interned under Mr Heath. 

FROM OUR BELFAST CORRESPONDENT 
The news that the main jailer had 
lost his job was welcome but it is 
difficult to understand how 10 mil-
lion British people could still vote 
for him (and six million more do 
the next worse thing i after he had 
brought the whole works to a virtual 
standstill. This at least suggests 
that the Irish have not the mono-
poly of madness. 

A LL democrats will welcome the 
defeat of Heath and wish him 

many years at sea, but the welcome 
in Northern Ireland for a Labour 
Government is bound to be a 
guarded one. Three years of bi-
partisan policy do not fill the 
hearts of many with enthusiasm 
and hope. Indeed, it has alienated 
many who were traditionally favour-
able towards British Labour. 

The confidence of these people— 
the nationally minded working 

ULSTER PROTESTANTS ARE IRISH 
An open letter to 
DR IAN PAISLEY 

[)EAR DR PAISLEY, —These 
must be dreary and frustrat-

ing days for you and your fellow 
"loyalists". You are still "loyal" 
—but are you sure you still 
have something to be "loyal" 
to? 

You can't seriously believe 
the old Stormont daysx will ever 
come back. You can't expect 
that the English people will in-
tegrate the six counties into 
Britain, bombs and all. You won 
eleven out of twelve seate^JBut 
what can you. do 
without a policy ? You are re-
duced at best to the role of 
Fabius Cunctator. You may 
delay, defer, procrastinate, ob-
ject, protest, repudiate, and 
condemn. But you have no 
viable course of action whatso-
ever. 

Your colleague Mr Boal did 
some thinking about this. And 
we would recommend you too 
to consider the essential fact 
that a revolution has taken 
place. And that it is no tem-
porary one every day shows. 

All your life you have be-
lieved that the welfare of the 
Protestant workers depended on 
crumbs from England's table. 
And you wanted to pass none 
of them across the border, but 
to enjoy them such as they were 
yourselves. 
]$UT everything has changed. 

In the despised "backward" 
south there have been discov-
ered the richest mineral deposits 
in Europe. Think about this 
hard. Take it in. Ireland (the 
twenty-six counties alone) has 
more resources than any other 
European country. More re-
sources than any other—let the 
words vibrate in your brain. 

This being s o what does Eng-
land want with you ? Your sole 
value is to bring pressure on 
Dublin to get better terms for 
England as she tries to get her 
hands oh Irish wealth. Your 
services are required for nothing 
else, and if England gets the 
wealth you will be discarded 
like a worn-out shoe. 

Is it not the height of mad-
ness to continue at England's 
knees in this new situation, un-
like any situation you have ever 
experienced in your life ? 

Just think. You are an Irish-
man. Your constituents are 
Irish. Are they not entitled to 
their share in the vast new 
wealth that has been discovered 
in Ireland? Are they not en-
titled to ask that in the develop-
ment of that wealth THEIR 

energies, THEIR skills, THEIR 
will should be enlisted and uti-
lised to bring them their due 
reward ? 

Why should they reject this 
prospect for the sake of an old 
romantic dream ? The dynamic 
new Ireland of the future is 
beckoning them. If they ignore 
it what do they face ? The 
wholesale demolition of their 
old communities ; the decay and 
dissolution of their traditional 
industries; the Europe-dictated 
fiilriation'of their farms? And 
this when the soil of Ireland 
contains more wealth than is to 
be found in any other European 
country. 

Surely you can see this is 
madness. 
YOU tell your fellow M.P.s at 

Westminster that you depend 
on England. You have no hope 
but from a country that cares 
not two snaps for you. And you 
refuse to accept the wealth of 
your own country for fear of 
co-operating with your fellow-
countrymen. 

We assure you that if you are 
too pure to defile yourself with 
Republican gold, the English 
will have no qualms about it. 
They will be delighted that you 
will not touch it. For the whole 
essence of -the present time is 
that England has come to value 
the wealthy south much more 
than the impoverished north. 
You no longer matter to her. 
Her eye is for the main chance. 

You should therefore tell 
the decent Protestant workers 
of the six counties that the 
world has changed, old condi-
tions no longer obtain. Their 
sole sUre hope of continuing to 
'enjoy their jobs, their farms, 
their homes and right to live in 
their own country, lies in mov-
ing along the path of a united 
Ireland whose resources are 
under the control of the Irish 
people—in a word, they should 
become Republicans. 

JAe Cditcx 
COMMITTEE 

RECALLED 
At the suggestion of Miss C. 

Scorer of the N.C.C.L, the "Irish 
Democrat" has taken the initiative 
in calling together once more the 
ad hoc committee which organised 
the Hampstead Conference of May 
1973, for the purpose of considering 
what action can usefully be taken 
to prevent the renewal of the 
Emergency Powers Act. 

class, can only be restored if the 
new Government radically changes 
the course of British policy to meet 
their demands for justice. 

These demands have not altered 
fundamentally since the last time 
Labour was in power. 

Internment was introduced under 
Mr Heath, but it always had been 
a permanent threat held over the 
heads of the Catholic/Nationalist/ 
Republican people. Therefore the 
first test of Labour's sincerity will 
be on this issue. The quick accept-
ance or rejection of its intentions 
by the people will be related to the 
speed of releases from Long Kesh 
concentration camp. 

A campaign is under way to en-
sure that the Tories' Emergency 
Powers legislation will not be re-
newed in July. Surely these fascist 
powers, operating "within" the 
United Kingdom must become 
obsolete under a socialist Govern-
ment and Mr Rees should say so 
now in order to avoid the necessity 
for marches, meetings and demon-
strations in the months before 
July 

Regardless of whether or not the 
S.D.L.P. find it embarrassing in 
their new role, the majority of the 
Catholic population still find the 
R.U.C. completely unacceptable, so 
if Labour desires peace of a lasting 
type, then the sooner Messrs Rees 
and Orme really tackle the reform 
of the police, the better it will be 
for all. 

The British Labour Government 
must change the role of the Army. 

They must take it off the backs of 
the people. For three years now, it 
has been used to harass and torture 
the nationalist population in an 
attempt to crush all resistance to 
Tory/Unionist policies. Instead of 
more harassment, Labour will be 
expected to introduce democratic 
reforms and this can best be done 
by legislation from Westminster. 

If a Bill was passed to abolish 
internment and special powers but 
allowing free political expression 
then neither physical force nor the 
British Army would be needed. 
|rT^HE British Army has openly 
L abused many people and this is 

accepted as fact—even at times by 
the Army officers. But what has 
never been acknowledged is the 
accusation coming from many 
groups, loyalist and nationalist, tha t 
the British Army was using under-
cover assassination squads. How-
ever, recently the authorities did 
admit tha t the S.A.S. was active in 
Northern Ireland and mysteriously 
the following day two plain clothes 
soldiers were shot dead by members 
of the R.U.C in separate incidents. 

Hundreds of Catholics have been 
assassinated over a period of about 
two years and yet very few people 
have been charged with these mur-
ders and there have been few con-
victions. The mysterious • Ulster 
Freedom Fighters usually volunteer 
to take the blame—unfortunately 
nobody seems to know much about 
this organisation, but the suspicion 
is that the U.F.F. = S.A.S. Maybe 
Mr Rees or Mr Orme will make it 

their business to find out and af ter 
having found out perhaps they will 
order the destruction or the dis-
bandment of this outfit. 

The local election results were 
mildly surprising to most people. It 
was not that the loyalists were not 
expected to do well, but rather the 
decisiveness of their victory. Most 
of the realistic commentators fore-
cast that the united loyalists would 
win seven or eight seats with three 
or four going to the Faulknerites. 
And under the circumstances this 
would have been acceptable to the 
Establishment. But by voting in 11 
loyalists from 12 constituencies, the 
Protestant people gave the moder-
ate "power sharers" a dirty kick 
under the belt. 

The kick must have hurt most 
severely those people who have been 
talking about the great "coming to-
gether" for the first time in three 
hundred years. Certainly tfrose who 
forecast four or five seats for the 
S.D.L.P. must be wiser now. 
l r pHE election was not only a blow 

to the "power sharing executive" 
but is a blow to everyone who has 
actively worked against sectarian-
ism. And yet, it is the moment of 
truth. We are back to square one. 
The Protestant people indoctrinated 
by Tory/Unionist propaganda since 
partition into believing that "We 
are the People" refused to budge an 
inch towards the so-called moder-
ates. The N.I.L.P. was butchered 
(yet again) and the Alliance ham-
mered into the ground. While this 
did not directly affect the S.D.L.P. 
in terms of votes, their support for 
the policy of gradualism must be 
shaken. 

The tragic trudge from lost homes 
nbny'as 60,000 people are 

likely to have been intimi-
dated and forced to leave their 
homes in the six counties be-
tween 1969 and 1973. This is 
nearly 12 per cent of the total 
population of Greater Belfast. It 
is a mass movement of popula-
tion which has taken place while 
thousands of British troops and 
local police are supposed to 
have been maintaining "law and 
order". It is a development 
which has gone almost totally 
disregarded by the British Press. 

This and other revealing in-
formation is contained in the 
Report on Intimidation recently 
published by the Northern Ire-
land Community Relations Com-
mission, an official Government 
body, which thereby indicts 
the policies presided over by 
the Heath and Whitelaw admi-
nistrations. Let us hope the 
new Labour Government will be 
different. 

The report contains some bit-
ing comments on the R.U.C. 
"They have achieved little in 
protecting intimidated families, 
and the record of convictions is 
very poor. In 1971 only 0.36 
per cent of intimidation cases 
reported to the police resulted 
in convictions. In the first six 
months of 1972, the percentage 
was 0.15 per cent." 

Some R.U.C. stations, the 
report says, have consistently 
failed to act when intimidation 
was reported "and have shown 
little sympathy for the plight of 
distressed families by their un-
willingness to confirm intimida-
tion." 

fHERE has 'been a marked 
trend, the report says, to-

wards complete segregation in 
public housing estates in the 
Greater Belfast area, and agen-
cies concerned with the effects 
of intimidation are not coping 
adequately. There is evidence 
for a cyclical pattern to intimi-
dation, which reaches a peak in 

the first week of Julv before the 
"Twelfth". 

"The intimidation process has 
a radical effect on the social 
structure of many Belfast com-
munities, demographic struc-
tures, welfare requirements and 
mental health of people and 
community development." The 
extent and the effects of the 
process, it says, are universally 
underestimated. 

The report assesses the num-
ber of people intimidated as 
between 30,000 and 60,000. the 
minimum figure refers only to 
people who approached official 
or unofficial relief agencies. It 
excludes many of those who 
squatted without telling anyone, 
many who emigrated, and pri-
vate householders who sold up 
to avoid threats. It also excludes 
families who sought refuge with 
relatives. 

Bureaucratic administration 
makes things worse for intimi-
dated families who are expelled 
from their homes. Even if a 
family discovers where to apply 
for assistance, it sometimes finds 
that it must turn to a dozen 
different agencies for different 
needs. The report contains 
pages of case histories of inti-
midated families. Some people 
have had nervous breakdowns 
and psychiatric trouble as a re-
sult of their experiences and 
severql interviews recorded in 
the document had to be ended 
abruptly when those giving de-
tails of intimidation broke 
down and wept in front of the 
community relations workers. 

.There are descriptions of men 
and women all over Belfast who 
have been beaten, shot a t , and 
repeatedly threatened, before 
leaving their homes. Typical of 
the cases in which administra-
tive difficulties hindered an evic-
ted family is that of Mr McC„ 
w h o livqd in Rathcoole. In 1972, 
t h e report says, four hooded 
men cal led a n d told his wife 

that she must get out in two 
days or be shot. Previously win-
dows had been broken, parents 
were afraid to go out at night 
because of roaming gangs and 
the children were frightened of 
being set on by others of their 
own age. 

A STATEMENT Was made to 
the local police station but 

the R.U.C., according to? the 
family, stated that "inquiries in 
the area failed to substantiate 
the allegations," and were un-
able to say that the McCs. were, 
in fact, intimidated. 

"Mr and Mrs McC. were 
therefore unable to get on the 
emergency housing list, despite 
the fact that they were prompt 
rent-payers and held a long-
standing tenancy," the report 
says. 

There are references„ in the 
report to correct and fair beha-
viour by policemen and to the 
Army's assistance and protec-
tion of intimidated families, 
circumstances in which the re-
port says, "Soldiers have per-
formed a thoroughly pra ise-
worthy function." 

But it also says that during 
research in some areas evideme 
was found of instances "whme 
the Army did not protect tfhr 
property of intimidated famitlmk 
failed to a r r e s t intimidators, al-
lowed barricades to r ema in , amf 
came to terms with pam 
military groups in order to a v e t f 
a head-on clash." • , 

There are instances, accord-
ing to the document, 
individuals or . c o m n 
seeking help, had been . 
it by Army units or suffered' 
undue delay. 4 v c ^ g g j i ^ 

T h e repor t m a y be obtaimi 
from the Northern I r 
rttunfty Relations 
Bedford House, II 

land 

and spread 

people. 
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AMHRAN no BHFIANN 
S E O ciaoibh, a chairde, ciuan oglaigh, 

Caithreimeach, briomhar, ceolmhar, 

Ar dtinte cnamh go buacach taid, 

S an speir go min realtogach. 

Is fonnmhar fabhrach sinn chun gleo 

S go tiunmhar gle roimh thiocht don lo 

Faoi chiunas caomh na hoiche ar seol 

Seo libh, canaig' Amhran na bhFiann. 

Sinne laochra fail, ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn, 

Buion dar slua. thar toinn do thainig chugainn ; 

Faoi nihoid bheith saor, seantir ar sinsear feasta 

Ni fhagfar faoin tioran na faoin trail, 

Anocht a theam sa bhearna baoil 

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais so saoil, 

Le gunna-screach, faoi lamhach na bpilear 

Seo libh, canaig' Amhran na bhFiann. 

A MOTHER S LOVE'S A BLESSING 
A N Irish boy was leaving, leaving his native home, 

Crossing the broad Atlantic, alas, he had to roam, 

And as he was leaving his mother, while standing on the quay, 

She threw her arms around his waist and this to him did say : 

A mother's love's a blessing, no matter where you roam, 

Keep her while she's living, you'll miss her when she's gone, 

Love her as in childhood, though feeble, old and grey, 

For you'll never miss your mother's love till she's lying beneath 

the clay. 

A n d as the years go onwards, I'll settle down in life, 

And choose a nice young colleen and take her for my wife, 

And as the babes grow older and climb around my knee, 

I ' l l teach them the very same lesson that my mother taughHo me. 

THE OLD MAN AND HIS WIFE 
^ H , as I came in on Monday night, as drunk could be, 

I saw an ass outside the door where my own ass should be ; 
I called my wife and said to her, would you kindly tell to me, 
Who owns that as& outside the door where my own ass should be ? 

You're drunk, you're drunk, you silly old fool, you're drunk or 
can't you see, 

That's a sow and bonhams my mother sent to me. 
Wel l it's many a day I travelled, a hundred miles and more, 
But p a d d l e on a sow, I never did see before. 

•h, as I came in on Tuesday night, as drunk as drunk could be, 
t u w a eoat upon the door, where my own ooat should be; 
k called my wife and said to her, would you kindly tell to me 
Who owns that coat upon the door where my own co*t should be ? 

You're drunk, you're drunk, you silly old fool, you're drunk or can't 
you see, 

That's a woollen blanket my mother sent to me. 
Well, it's many a day I travelled, a hundred miles and more, 
But buttons on a blanket I never did see before. 

Oh, as I came in on Wednesday night, as drunk as drunk could be, 
I saw a stick against the wall where my own stick should be ; 
I called my wife and said to her, would you kindly tell to me 
Who owns that stick against the wall where my own stick should 

be ? 

You're drunk, you're drunk, you silly old fool, you're drunk or can't 
you see, 

That's a wooden ROtstick my mother seat to me. 
Well, it's many a day I travelled, a hundred miles and more, 
But a silver top on a potstick I never did see before. 

Oh, as I came in on Thursday night, as drunk aa drunk could be 
I s a w a pipe upon the hob where my o w n p ipe should b e ; 
I called my wife and said to her, would you kindly teU to me 
Who owns that pipe upon the hob where mine should alway% be 1 

You'ra drunk, you're drunk, you silly old fool, you're drunk or can't 
you see, 

That's a small tin-whistle my mother sent to me. 
Well, it's many a day I-travelled, a hundred miles and more, 
But tabaeco in a tin-whistie I never did see before. 

Bh> as I came in en Friday Night, as drunk as drunk could be, 
l u w a head inside the bed, where my own head should be i 
»called my wife and said te her, would you kladty tell ta me 
Who owns that head with you in the bed where my own head 

should be? 

You're drunk, you're drunk, yeu silly old feel, you're drunk or ean't 
•'•'iu'n&ffallk 

' Mboft my mother sent i t me. 
* traveled, a hundred miles and more, 

i M h B k W I never dW see before. 

Ireland, mother 
Ireland 

^ E A R l and of love and beauty, 

To you our hearts are wed, 
To you in loving duty 

Do we ever bow our head. 
Oh perfect loving mother, 

Your exile children all 
Across the thundering seas to you 

In fond devotion call. 

CHORUS: p 

When we sigh, we hear you! 
When you weep, we weep. 

In your hours of gladness 
How our pulses leap! 

Ireland, Mother Ireland, 
Let what may befall. 

Ever shall we hold you 
Dearest, best of all. 

Dear land far o'er the ocean, 
Beloved land of ours, 

May your days be sunny 
And your way a way of love. 

Meanwhile, though we are scattered 
O'er alien vale and hill, 

All the love you gave to us 
We'll keep and cherish still. 

The Star of the 
County Down 

NEAR to Banbridge Town in the 
County Down, 

On a morning in July, 
Down a boreen green came a sweet 

colleen, 
And she smiled as she passed me 

by. 
She looked so neat from her two 

white feet 
To the sheen of her nut-brown 

hair, 
Sure, the coaxing elf, I'd to shake 

myself 
To make sure I was really there. 

CHORUS: 
From Bantry Bay up to Berry Quay, 

From Galway to Dublin Town; 
No maid I've scan like the brown 

colleen 
That I met in the County Dawn. 

As she onward sped, I shook my 
head, 

And I gazed with a feeling rare, 
Ana I said, said I. ta a passer-by: 

"Who's t h e maid with the nut-
brown bate?" 

He smiled a t me, and with pride 
said he: 

"That's the gem in Ireland's 
orown, 

Young Rosie McOann from the 
banks ef the Bann, 

She's the Star ot the County 
Down." 

I've travelled a bit, but never was 
hit, 

Sinse my roving career began; 
But fair and square I surrendered 

there 
To the charms of young Rose 

McQamv 
With a heart to let, and no tenant 

yet. 
Did I meet with in shawl or gown. 

But in she went and » asked no 
rent 

From the Star of the County 
Down. 

At the harvest lair, she l l be surely 
there. 

And I'll dress in my Sunday 
clothes; 

And I'll t ry sheep's eyes and de-
further In' lies, 

On the heart of the nutbrown 
Rates 

No 0IM t'H smoke, no horse I'll 

THE THREE-COLOURED RIBBON 
(A BALLAD OF EASTER WEEK) 

I H A D a true love, if ever a girl had one, 

I had a true love, a brave lad was he ; 

One fine Easter Monday all with his gallant comrades 

He started away for to set old Ireland free. 

C H O R U S : 

Alt around my hat I wear a three-coloured ribbon-o 

All around my hat until death comes to me ; 

And if anybody's asking me why do I wear it, 

It's all for my true love I never more shall see. 

His bandolier around him, his bright bayonet shining, 

His short Service rifle, a beauty to see, 

There was joy in his eyes, though he left me behind him 

And started away for to set old Ireland free. 

He whispered : "Goodbye, love, old Ireland is calling," 

High over Dublin the tricolour flies; 

In the streets of the city the foemen are falling, 
And the wee birds are singing "Old Ireland arise." 

In praying and watching the dark days passed over, 

The roar of the guns brought no message to me ; 

1 prayed for old Ireland, I prayed for my lover, 

That he might be saved and old Ireland be free. 

The struggle was ended, they brought me the story, 

The last whispered message he sent back to me : 

" I was true to my land, love, I fought for her glory, 

And gave up my life for to set old Ireland free." 

So all around my hat I'll wear a three-coloured ribbon-o 

All around my hat I'll wear the green, white and gold 

And if anybody's asking me why do I wear it, 

It's all for my true love I'll never more behold. 

P E A D A R O ' G E A R N A I G H . 

THE HILLS OF DONEGAL 
OH night and day I'm dreaming of the Hills of Donegal, 
Of the heather on the hillside and the sunshine over ail, 
And it's westward I'll he going across the ocean blue 
To wake again the happy hours that long ago I knew. 

CHORUS: 
Oh hills of Donegal, to me you'll ever call 
In evevy wind that wanders o'er the wild and lonely sea 
Ami please God* if He so wills, soon I'll see my Irish hills, 
The Hills of Donegal sa dear to me-

I mind the laughing valleys that look up at break of day 
To watch the dawwMfjtt creeping o'er the rugged crest of grey ; 
And I mind the linnet trilling, when the dark olouds lift and go, 
Of the breezes and the sunshine to the willing heart below. 

THE HALF-BOOR 
AS I was walking down the road 
I spied a oouthy neat abftAe* 
The half-deer swinging open wide 
A welcome te the traveller' e ' 
"Dad save all here,'* I kindly 
A sweet colleen popped out Her head 
"God save you kindly, S I C >He said 
"Oeme in and elose the haJf-dooc." 

She'd a bowl placed upon, her knee 
T w a s full-of potatoes I cauU* see* 
And every ane o* them caraftUUi 
Ska peeled before my eyatdtarik 
She leaked at me wtth a rogMW» smile 
Ska aaM «Slt down and test awhUe, 
And you're welcome baqk t p i r ln 's isle, 
We never cloaa the half-dopr." 

She wJd, "Well dame t*p *ha*Ma Real 
And I wHI meke you h«*pinasaf«aV"; 
ShptufcpHM} right round m a n her heal 
And M e d on the half-door. 
Ska daneed the* reel witfe u a t a and style 

rttp she winhad t a d smiled. 
heart she M kaSKUe 

ig on the half 'dear. 

night must be omitted. 

Though my plough with rust turns 

TH « seeding bride hv my awn 

s^ftc of County 
Down. 

Ska Mid "New 
UntH I wet the 
ftdMnil. 

Sha dldn t 
•MjjM^. tSk' 
Add before I left I U s e e * * * 
flltn Isaiiafl Bennae Ikw hSMbilMM' wK&^m w v i i p i W f 1 

you'll have ta stay 
•f t « k 

ohyo«c way 
fhfi UbHLjIaaw" 
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in Ireland," by Cecil King 
/'Jonathan Cape, £2.25). 

Al t h o u g h Cecil King takes it 
on himself to flay the English 

ruling class for their ignorance of 
Ireland his awn knowledge, to judge 
from this slhort book, is no greater 
nan migtot he expected from any 

Governor of the Bank of England 
who was also the publisher of the 
Daily Mirror." He has read half 

a dozen !b«>jks on Ireland, it is true, 
spent his Dtoyhood there and has 
la lked to tooth Archbishop* Ryan 
and the Rsverend Doctor Paisley. 
Thus qualified, he has apparently 
felt free to dispense with the custo-
mary choiras of research. His in-
sights into early Irish art, for ex-
ample, seem to rely on tha t familiar 
linen tea-towel which illustrates 
the Cross of Ceng, the Ardagh 
Chalice ami a detail from the Book 
of Kells. 

Yet the author evidently intended 
something more impressive than a 
tea-cloth lin hard covers. For the 
first two-tlHiirds of its 170 pages, the 
book is a compact summary of his 
narrow reading, with only a few 
howlers like the reference (p.64) 
to St Patrick as a noted Irish 
Missionary from Ireland to Europe. 
Even in these chapters, however, his 
frenign intention, spancelletf by the 
imprecision of his knowledge, often 
produces mere highly-coloured im-
pressions, slightly out of focus like 
the tea-dotn designs. 

U R KING is one of these publi-
" " cists who can afford to indulge 
in abuse of t h e Establishment from 
a secure stronghold inside it. One 
accordingly expects his radicalism 
en Irish matters to lack coherent 
principle. This is most evident in 
the final chapters, dealing with 
events since 1969. It hardly sur-
prised me that Mr King places his 
greatest hope for Ireland's future 
on the moderating influence of lan 
Paisley, whose efforts as an agent 
for conciliation, writes our author, 
have not been adequately appreci-
ated by Britain. 

if his respect for Paisley's piety 
and forbearance reveals the 
author's lack of critical balance in 
all its starkness, his belief tha t the 
violence of Paisley's speeches Is the 
common currency of Irish politics 
must be attributed fir plain Ignor-
ance. incidentally and Incredibly, 
Mr King does not appear to have 
Heard of the "Protestant Tele-
graph," where Paisleys piety re-
ceives its most notorious expression. 

U UOOLEB, benevolence, born of 
V l almost tetai incomprehension, 

does not exempt the writer from 
standard British militarism: he be-
I eves in shooting us for our own 
good, would, like t e see capital pun-
ishment used as edeet ivelr as after 

i9is rising and never comes 
nearer te criticising the armed 
farces than to describe the Bloody 
Sunday killing* as "unhelpful." 

Nevertheless, Mr Kink has com-
miseration for the Irish, who are 
descended, through no fault of their 
own, from the artistio, emotional 
branch of the "Celtic race" instead 
o? the other lot, the praetleai, 
methodical ones who settled in 
a e t a t a , enjoyed the beneftts of 
Roman conquest and In the 7th 
century, purified by the Renais-
sance, sent colontets te Ulster who 
made the "imUgwieue" Celts 
ashamed of tlwmeeleee. perhaps Mr 
King deserves gratitude for this 
f-ductio ad absurdum of the two-
nations myth. 

SEAM US TREACY. 

VIEW OF DERRY AND BEYOND 
"I he War and an Irish Town", 

by Eamonn McCann (Pen-
s^m, 40p). 

r J^His book reminds one of a cake 
with a very attractive cream 

covering but a rather indigestible 
sponge inside. Most people will go 
for the cream and leave the rest. 
The cream is the Derry story. This 
is the first account bringing it up 
to the present. i t is exciting, 
tragic, moving because it is told 
by an active participant of the 
struggle. It is worth reading. The 
oppressed Catholics first take on 
the police and 'B' Specials, Pais-
ley's bullies and finally the British 
Army. 

How accurate the details are will 
have to be argued out by others 
who were alongside McCann. Un-
like the 'thirties, when scientific 
socialists were needed to explain 
the nature of the capitalist crisis, 
and therefore the sale of the Left 
Book Club's books roeketed, social-
ist theory is at low ebb in both 
Ireland and England today, and 
was even more so in the late 'sixties. 
Therefore one is not surprised at 
the problems and difficulties which 
faced McCann and his friends. This 
is how the writer saw it. 

"Revolutionaries and reformers 
can unite only when the revolution-
ary agrees, temporarily, at least, to 
suspend those items in his pro-
gramme with which the reformer 
disagrees . . But surely this very 
problem was solved in Derry thou-
sands of times. I can just see the 
sharp, tough author arguing hotly 
in a room with John Hume. The 
door bursts open and a woman 
rushes in looking demented: "The 
Orangemen are setting fire to my 
house and Joe is out at work." 
"Let's go," says John Hume, "and 
round up some of the boys." Every-
one jumps in Mr Hume's car and 
the-"argument is forgotten. 

Revolutions happen only when 
the vast majority want them. They 
are led up to that point by partici-
pation jvith the revolutionaries in 
the day-to-day struggle. There are 
many working-class leaders at dif-
ferent levels today who have for-

gotten this classic Marxist prin-
ciple 

"•^jTcCANN faced another dilemma 
when engaged in organising 

one of the early civil rights 
marches. He was unhappy because 
it was still legal and was afraid 
that it would get a poor response 
from young unemployed Bogsiders 
who were essential for its success. 
So he had an idea. He issued a 
statement that "any undemocratic 
ban will be defied." The authorities 
rose to the bait." They banned the 
march. The result was a successful 
march numerically. But the results 
were violent clashes with the police, 
broken heads and deaths. This also 
meant the furter polarisation of the 
two communities. His stated stra-
tegy was to provoke the police into 
over-reacting, which in turn would 
bring a mass reaction against the 
authorities. The weakness here again 
is that the mass reaction came from 
the Catholic side only. This leads 
away from the necessity for work-
ing-class unity and McCann's long-
term aim of a united Ireland and 
socialism. So the intermediate re-
formist steps must contain ele-
ments of the long-term revolution-
ary aim. These comments in no 
way detract from the heroism, cour-
age and resourcefulness of the 
Derry struggle. 

TTAVING failed to solve the prac-
* tical problems in Derry on the 
political level, the author's next 
step is quite logical. He starts 
looking at the problem from the 
Protestant point of view. 

It would be unfair to say that 
he had changed sides. It is my 
guess that he found objections to 
Jackson's "Ireland Her Own", "The 
Irish Crisis" by Greaves and other 
such works not on the grounds tha t 
they were false factually, but simply 
because, according to Mr McCann, 
they did not get through to the 
Protestant working class. I don't 
think the author would be offended 
if I suggest that it was only af ter 
the Derry struggle that he began 
to look at the Protestant point of 
view for the first time, 

Why did he not get the facts 
and show how the employers, Pro-

testant preachers, and Tory news-
pasxjrs and London-sponsored anti-
home rule propaganda used then-
power to prevent solidarity from 
developing between Protestant and 
Catholic? The reason would seem 
to be that he felt such an approach 
would be too patronising. What 
McCann is saying to them is that 
he who has fought them in Derry 
really understands how they see the 
world and how their ancestors saw-
it. 

To please them in the historical 
section he does not mention that 
Grattan's Protestant parliament de-
fied Britain, or that their ancestors 
took part in the 1798 rebellion Tone 
wasn't such a bad fellow because 
he really wanted to wipe the Catho-
lic Church off the face of the earth. 
Yet the quotation at the beginning 
of the book shows Tone's opposition 
to the Pope's temporal power and 
not his desire to destroy the Church 
as a religious institution. Again to 
win the Protestant away from the 
Right-wing Paisley, the author 
stresses O'Connell's preoccupation 
with Catholic emancipation and 
omits his movement for the repeal 
of the Union. 

He omits the Protestant Thomas 
Davis, but he uses Davis's word 
"province" to apply to north-east 
Ireland only, saying the latter was 
a province of Britain before parti-
tion. The Protestant is apparently 
much more parochial than the 
Catholic (according to Mr McCanni 
and would not be interested in 
Parnell's contempt for the English 
Parliament and how the Govern-
ment used the Pigott forgeries to 
attack Parnell, and the divorce to 
hound him to his death. 

The Protestant, according to the 
author, would only have seen Par-
nell's conservatism and dislike for 
trade unionism. Parnell's alliance 
with priests and bishops at one 
stage was vefy unwise from the 
Protestant point of view. 

"DUT we must not linger too long 
-L > in the 19th century. There is 
a lot more to come. "Larkin was 
a Catholic and against the union" 
[of Britain and Ireland]. To Mc-
Cann's intepretation the anti-

CLASS FACTOR IN NATIONAL MOVEMENTS 
'A History of the Irish Working 

Class", by P. Berresford Ellis 
(Gollancz, £3.50). 

s 1INCE a working class implies a 
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ruling class, history consists 
essentially, as both Marx and 
Engels have argued, of the conflict 
between the two. It would be 
pedantic, however, to insist on the 
illogicality of this book's title. Its 
aim is praiseworthy, to study the 
age-long conflict in Ireland as it 
affected men of little or no property, 
a task hitherto approached by only 
a very few writers besides James 
Connolly 

The book may be said to have 
achieved its aims in that it traces 
the class factor in all Irish national 
movements from the United Irish-
men through O'Connelllsm, Young 
Ireland, Fintan Lalor's radicalism, 
the Fenians, the Land League, the 
Gaelic revival, the Citi/«n Army, 
the Irish Volunteers and the Ulster 
Volunteers to N I C R A. and the 
Provisional I.R.A. But it has all the 
faults of a work which relies ex-
clusively on secondary sources. 

The thread of continuity is 
established by quotations from an 
amazing number of socialist and 
historical writers, but there is a 
woeful unconcern for accuracy. This 
is naturally most glaring in Mr 
Ellis's treatment of recent events, 
where the record is most easily 
checked. He gives a garbled account 
of the Dublin arms trial of May 
ltm>, pots the number ot 8.D.L.P. 
members of Bkmwnmt in 19T1 as 17 
instead of • end, moot repreben-
slbly, reprodw** Mk* Hastings's 

version of what happened in Derry 
on October 5th, 1968, the only one 
of .dozens I have read which claims 
that the people of the Bogside at-
tacked a Protestant area while the 
police were hammering the civil 
rights marchers in Bishop Street. 

TN the early chapters, Mr Ellis 
* assumes that before the Norman 

invasion land in Ireland was com-
munally owned. James Connolly 
accepted this interpretation of the 
Brehon law tracts on the authority 
of the best contemporary scholar-
ship. But research since 1920 has 
established that 19th century his-
torians confused the landowning 
unit of the Irish chieftainries with 
the political unit. Land was held by 
the family (derbfine) and not by 
the community (tuath). While Con-
nolly's argument that feudalisation 
in the centuries between Strongbow 

and Cromwell meant usurpation of 
land by invaders is in no way 
weakened by disproof of a primi-
tive Gaelic communism in land, Mr 
Ellis cannot be excused for ignor-
ing a great body of evidence not 
available when "Labour in Irish 
History*• was being written 

Although there is nothing 
original In "A History of the Irish 
Working Class" and in spite of the 
author's failure to explain terms like 
syndicalism, corporatism and voca-
tionalism, which are of cardinal im-
portance for an understanding of 
the issues faced by trade unionism 
in Ireland in this century, the book 
has value for its attempt to ex-
plain present conditions in Ireland 
by reference to the state of capital-
ism north and south. 

EAVANN CONOR. 

unionism follows only from the 
Catholicism. Larkin also had the 
disadvantage of being a syndicalist, 
which certainly was a very un-
Protestant thing to be. 

As he is reflecting loyalist con-
sciousness, it is enough to give a 
few sentences to Connolly. "Con-
nolly shared Larkin's central weak-
ness. He did not understand that 
revolutionary action is impotent 
unless expressed through and 
guided by a revolutionary party." 

In the same vein as if he were 
writing only for the Protestant 
working class the writer gives a 
"suitable" version of partition—very 
much over-simplifled. Then comes 
the familiar Paisleyist picture of 
the Free State, "Rome" rule, the 
priests and bishops interfering at 
every level, the censorship and the 
opposition to the mother-and-ehild 
scheme. He says the Industries in 
the Republic have been cosseted 
and over-protected and therefore 
made inefficient, though no proof is 
forthcoming. 

r P H E weakness of the writer's 
strategy is tha t it will not work. 

Having proved to the Protestants 
that he understands them, does he 
think then tha t he can issue a csdl 
for them to come and join his 
revolutionary party and all together 
they can first do a U D.I. and then 
take over the "clerical-dominated" 
capitalist Republic and perhaps set 
up the first genuine "socialist 
State". 

It is unlikely tha t any group of 
the Protestant camp will respond 
favourably. There are many critics 
who will show little understanding 
of the evolution of McCann'a poli-
tical ideas. Those who are engag-
ing in a lifelong political fight lor 
Irish unity and independence will 
point to the absence of mention of 
the Common Market, the major 
factor in developments from the 
late 'fifties onwards. The dismant-
ling of the Orange apparatus is 
obviously related to Market entry. 

If he objects to protectionism in 
the 26 counties, what about the 
resulting unemployment? Monopoly 
protects itself and the EJB.C. dic-
tators issue all sorts of crippling 
regulations designed to reduce the 
status of both Britain and -Ireland ^ 
to that of Greece cor lower. Any 
picture of modern Ireland without 
mentioning the E.E.C. is completely 
unreal. 

T ' NCHARITABLE critics will as-
' sume that the .writer is pro-

Market and also pro-monopoly. But 
this puts him in the same boat as 
Lemass, Lynch, Hume, Cosgrave 
and Cruise O'Brien on whom he 
has . execrised considerable verbal 
venom. 

Again his claim to have a Marx-
ist approach will be challenged be-
cause not once has he mentioned 
international solidarity of the work-
ing class and following on that 
the need for solidarity action front 
the British working class. 

None of his critics will be able 
to ignore this book, however. It 
will certainly be widely read and 
will help to clarify many ideas ' 
about the Irish problem. 

O.C. 

A RAILWAY ATLAS OF IRELAND 

A1 

"A Railway Atlas of Ireland", 
c ompiled by S. Maxwell Haj-
ducki (David and Charles, 
£4.25). 

T last the chance has arrived 
to fill a gap on the sbelves of 

reference libraries throughout Ire-
land. That it had to come from an 
English publisher should surprise 
no one interested in Irish railways. 
David <5t Charles have probably pro-
duced more books dealing wtth 
Irish transport in the partr ta yease 
than an the Irish publishers nam 
this century 

Why the Irish companies continue 

to ignore this market only they can 
say. 

A mistake in the name of the 
Dnblin, Wicklow & Wexford Rail-
way on the first page caused con-
cern, but this proved to be the only 
blemish in an otherwise excellent 
production. On 38 pag*s of maps, 
the whole of the railway system is 
shown as it existed , In 1985, just 
prior to the formation of the Ghreat 
SMtltarn Railway. Sealed at 
to the mile, the maps show 

opened,'1 

before 1925 are also shown. An 
additional two-page map gives the 
position in 1973, with the. year of 
passenger service withdrawal and 
total closure of all line* on 
operations ceased between 1936-1 
1973. A bonus is the fleptcttm, * 
the lines worked by Bard, n a I f m r 
in 1973, although the location of 
these alters as the peat 
progress. 

This atlas is & mus t for histori-
ans, universities, l i b r a * * a a * 
f * * * ^ , * ^ J s w f c f t u i S i * 
formation. — 
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N.I.C.R.A. leader 
tours Britain 

I j NDER the auspices of the Con-
" nolly Association, Civil Rights 

leader Madge Davison, of Belfast, 
has just completed a tour of Eng-
land, where she addressed meetings 
in a number of important cities. 

On Saturday, March 16th, she 
addressed a women's meeting in 
London, and an organisation of 
student teachers. The following 
day she spoke in West London to-
gether with Mr Gibbard of the 
A.U.E.W. national committee, and 
the chairman of the Ealing Trades 
Council. That evening she was 
guest of honour at the St Pat-
rick's Day social evening of the 
Connolly Association at the Ivanhoe 
hotel. 

MISS DAVISON explained the 
character of the campaign 

" which N.I.C.R.A is planning to pre-
vent the renewal of the Emergency 
Provisions Act, which she said was 
bedevilling the political life of the 
six counties. She stressed that the 
most important arena for action 
was Britain. The M.C was Mr Pat-
rick Bond, who explained the Con-
nolly Association's aim of raising 
£3,000 to put a full-time organiser 
on the road. 

On Monday, March 18th, Miss 
Davison addressed a well-attended 
meeting in South London, before 
leaving for Birmingham next day. 
A smaller meeting was attended by 
such distinguished veterans as Mr 
Frank Short of the old Anti-Parti-
tion League, and Mr Sean Kenny 
took the chair. 

Next evening Miss Davison spoke 
in Liverpool, and a number of trade 
union representatives were present 
as well as members of Clann na 
hEireann. 

i T H E largest meeting of the trip 
J- was in Manchestter, where the 
success was the more remarkable in 
that the overwhelmingly greatest 
part of the preparatory work had 
been done by one man, secretary 
Lennie Draper. It was a great 
achievement as another might have 
grown disheartened in the absence 
of more encouragement. Here there 
were two others meetings, one of 
the students of the polytechnic 
organised by Fihbarr O'Doherty, 

, ^ and another of pom© of the officials 
of the shipbuilding and Engineering 
trade unions. I 

The chair at the evening meeting 
was taken by Miss Prances Dean, 
president of the Manchester & Sal-
ford Trades Council, and among 
the other speakers was Mr Jim 
Arnison who gave an account of 
the recent visit of trade unionists 
to Belfast. Mr Stan Cole was in 
the audience. 

IT^HE final day was spent in New-
castle, where Mr Michael Crowe 

had arranged a meeting of Univer-
sity lecturers. Among those present 
was Professor Calvert, formerly 
Professor of Law at Queens Univer-
sity, Belfast. Some of the English-
men present were for the instan-
taneous withdrawal of British 
troops from the six counties, but 
Miss Davison, while wanting to get 
rid of them, explained that it would 
be best to take the advice of the 
Irish on their manner of depar-
ture. 

At the evening meeting, which 
was attended by representatives of 
Newcastle and Sunderland Trades 
Councils who brought the meeting 

'"" the official support of their organi-
sations, Mrs B. Malloch presented 
Miss Davison with the biography 
of a famous Newcastle radical as 
a memento of her tour. Miss Davi-
son, in replying, paid tribute to the 
work of the Connolly Association 
which had fought for civil rights 
for many years. 

There is no question but that this 
series of meetings has aroused con-
siderable Interest, and may have 
helped to dispel some of the de-
featism that has recently affected 

'the Irish community. 
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J^HE beauty of working for the 
Electricity Board on the cable-

laying gangs was that you cov-
ered a wide area working in a 
different locality every few days 
—there was none of the tedium 
that goes with factory or assem-
bly line work or indeed with 
being on the one building site 
too long. Much of the working 
week was spent in travelling to 
and fro and the meal-breaks 
were particularly generous so 
that if you had a bent for read-
ing or studying you could hardly 
find a more suitable job. 

I m u s t have got through 
three or four books every week 
together with making copious 
notes and when we were work-
ing in the outlying villages there 
was ample opportunity to go 
through the old churches, read-
ing the weathered inscriptions 
on the tombstones or learning 
something of the architecture of 
bygone times. Most of the men 
preferred to doze o f f , however— 
in winter the heat of the coke 
fire induced a kind of torpor 
and when the sun shone warm 
and bright in the summer 
months the same men nodded 
off in the shade. 

The work pace could honestly 
be described as leisurely but it 
must be remembered that the 
money was poor—well below 
the hourly rate in the building 
and civil engineering industry— 
though Sa tu rdays , if you cared 
to work them, were at time and 
a half. 

It has long been argued that 
state-run industries cannot com-
pete with private ones, that lazi-
ness and complacency are the 
fruits of the sense of security 
workers enjoy outside the pri-
vate sector of employment, and 
on the whole the "Board" did 
seem to attract a lot of men 
who were content to jog along 
at a moderate pace rather than 
to "tear it out rough" as the 

Se r i a l S tory 

B y 
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Irish lads employed by the pri-
vate contractors on the same 
kind of work did. 

However, I don't think it 
would be too hard to refute this 
argument (railways whether pri-
vate or public, do not make a 
profit and the mines under 
nationalisation have continued 
to increase output with an ever-
lessening work-force) and in 
any case the capitalist instinct 
is not, as many of its advocates 
would have us believe, more 
deeply rooted in the human 
consciousness than the instinct 
towards social co-operation, ex-
amples of which go back to the 
dawn of history. Enemies of 
socialism like to make out that 
it is the system of muddle or— 
to quote one well-known Irish 
journalist—the politics of envy, 
but it is the exact opposite 
which is true. 
THE policy which nationalised 

bodies like the Gas and Elec-
tricity Boards have adopted of 
letting out their work to private 
contractors is a form of quiet 
denationalisation and I have 
often wondered why the unions 
did not more strenuously resist 
it. I am sure that an imagina-
tive incentive system would 
have brought a suitable return 
and that rather than run down, 
its own work-force as it did, the 
Electricity Board could have 
attracted the best of men. 

Something of that nature has 
been brought in* I believe, but 
most of the work appears to be 
done by private contractors 
now. The ganger on the "Town 
mains", as our section was 
called, was something of a 
character, an inveterate football 
fan and an ardent if often criti-
cal supporter of the Cobblers, 
the Northampton Town team 

C.A. IN THE ELECTION 
IN the two weeks prior to the 

General Election Central Lon-
don Branch was actively election-
eering, so anxious were we to play 
our part in ridding Britain of the 
Government which had brought 
such desolation and misery to the 
people of the Six Counties. 

We started by holding a meeting 
in Arlington Road, Camden Town; 
where better, we felt, than in the 
Constituency of our grand friend 
Mr A. W. Stallard. We were par-
ticularly pleased that Councillor 
Brian McLoughran was able to 
speak on our platform on this oc-
casion and we hope we encouraged 
many an Irishman to go out and 
cast a vote against Tory oppression 
in the North. 

We also gave out leaflets outside 
the Catholic Church in Quex Road 
on February 23rd and later in the 
same day took part in a meeting in 
Hyde Park organised by the three 
London branches of the Associa-
tion. As well as this, individual 
members of our Branch gave out 
leaflets at four Labour Party meet-
ings in Hampstead exhorting 
Labour supporters to campaign 
against the bi-partisan policy and 
instead to act towards Ireland in 
their own best radical traditions. 

WE are indeed glad to see so 
many of Ireland's good 

friends in our area back again, and 
in particular to see that their fine 
support for justice in Ireland has 
done Mr Arthur Latham and Mr 
A. W. Stallard no harm at all. they 
both did magnificently. How ex-
cellent it would be if others were to 
draw the correct conclusions from 
this. 

At the end of 1973 Central Lon-
don Branch was delighted t o have 
a talk from Mr TonyOould, the 
London Chairman of Plaid Cymru. 
(Regrettably P.OT sent in her re-

port of thid 
January 
20th we con 
growth of 
lellow Celts; 
chuir and 
came and 
ment in that 
in Scotland 
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PAIGN 
too late for the 
T. On March 

our study of the 
among our 

Padratg O'Con-
MacDonald 

us on develop-
lst movements 

Wales in the light 
It was grand 

rousing stutf; going back to Mac-
Beth and taking in Sir Walter 
Scott. ' ' ' ' 

What a pity Conor Cruise O'Brien 
was not with His lack was, 
however, more than made up for by 
the presence of Dr Roy Johnson. As 
the whole object of our Associa-
tion is to work for a better deal for 
Ireland and the Irish, we rejoice at 
every living link with the native 
sod. We were particularly glad to 
see Roy Johnson as he is An old 
friend of sof many In the Branch, 
and very grafefal that he gave us 
virtually all the few hours he had 
in London. '' P.O'F 

which at that particular time 
had not made its brief ascent 
into the First Division. "Punch" 
Smith, the gangerman, had also 
the distinction of being the last 
British soldier off the Curragh 
Camp a t the time of the change-
over in 1922. 

He had been on guard duty at 
the water tower, the tall struc-
ture that dominates the flat 
plains of Kildare, when by some 
oversight he was not relieved 
and on the Free State troops 
taking over he was obliged to 
hot-foot it after his own com-
rades before they 'entrained' (as 
the military turn of phrase has 
it) in Kildare. 

The "Daily Mirror" of the 
time carried a front-page spread 
of old Punch in full marching 
order and with a terrier tucked 
under each arm—some officer 
had entrusted the care of his 
pets to Private Smith as soon 
as he caught up with the de-
tachment—and the caption read 
something like "Last Soldier to 
leave the Curragh." 

Old Punch was very proud of 
this bit of publicity and he 
brought out the faded page of 
the "Mirror" on more than one 
occasion. Sometimes he would 
regale us with tales of his 
soldiering days in Ireland; like 
many of his counterparts today 
I would say that he had only the 
haziest notion of what the 
troubles were qll about but he 
was firmly convinced that the 
Irish were all quite mad. 
fOOTBALL was his chief in-

terest in life, however, and 
when the Cobblers played well 
he would arrive on Moh'dity 
morning beaming happily ;Hvhen 
they lost, whether away oF at 
home, he'd berate them souhdly 
for a pack of incompetents who 
shouldn't be allowed to play a 
g a m e of tiddly winks. 

"Footballers ? That shower ? 
What they know about football 
I could write on the back of a 
tuppeny stamp—and still have 
room left over for the Lord's 
Prayer. UdSt time you'll ever 
catch me watching that gang of 
amateurs. Bloody rubbish, all 
of'em!" 

Old Punch has gone to his 
reward this few years past but 
he is remembered with a f f e f f f f o n 
by many of us who worked 
under him; he had an apt turn 
of expression (he quickly named 
me "Chapter") and on occasion 
he would lose his cool, as they 
say nowadays, and fly into a 
short-lived rage. I f , for instance, 
the cable was not being pulled 
as energetically as he would 
have liked old Punch would 
throw his cap on the ground and 
exhort us to greater effort, bel-
lowing out, "Come on, you're 
like a pack of old grannies— 
ain't no weight in the bloomin' 
thing, it's only a reel of cotton!" 

(More next month) 
• * H. ' .flui 

MEETING IN CLAPI 
kN Monday, March 18th, an en-

thusiastic ( M a t i n g took place 
at ClaphMft Baths, geuth London, 
to hear Mlu Made* Davison. The 
Chairman outlined soma «f tha 
work the 0MM»Hy Association had 
dona over Mw y w t to rate* tha 
Irish question, In Britain, and Its 
plans for the future*, 

Mr Michael Taylor. Chairman of 
Wandsworth Trades Council, told 
of his abhonwee of b igo t s frOm a 
young man;,and-the determination 
of himself and his council to sup-
port the Connolly Association's 
work for f u r c m i rights lp tt. 
Ireland as the basis for Jtye 
elimination of bigotry and the Ills 
that it bring* about. ' 

Miss Madge Davison, Organiser 

of N.I.C.R.A., gave a Vivid aefcoun 
of her Association's work in Belfast 
and elsewher^,MtfPyro mmd ..to 
block the renewal of the Emipgency 
Provisions AcV when it tfKs tip 
again in July, i t is undermis act 
that internment, special c o w * and 
the appalling harassment ft ' the 
people by the army is allowed to 
go on. 

Mr John Burl, speaking from tM 
audience, reminded those present 
that Emergency Powers w e n taken 
by British governments when they 
were in a state of crisis Hoth in 
Ireland and at home. They could 
be used against trade unionists or 

. anyone - else, here who m m - J t m 
"lair and order" b r i g a d e s * < 
plete change of policy by the 
Labour Government was necessary. 

MANCHESTER 
(Continued from Page Two) 

Kelly, Nolan and Daly spring to 
mind. Within the Tenants ' Asso-
ciations. Pat Gallagher, for 
instance, a C.A. member, is the 
chairman of the Partington 
Tenants' Association. His wife, 
Sally, is the secretary of the 
Peoples' Rights Movement. 

Coupled with: the effects of the 
massive reshuffle of Manchester's 
population, Government policy over 
the last fifteen years has been 
geared to the Common Market 
which has doomed the North West 
to a massive rundown in industry. 
Fatter profits were to be made 
abroad, where the parasitic English 
capitalist class invested its capital 
at the expense of British industry. 

The epitome of this policy is 
seen in the "G.E.C., Trafford Park;', 
once employing a 25,000 work-force 
in the early 'sixties. In 1974 em-
ploying a mere 5,400. Trafford Park, 
once the largest industrial com-
plex in the world, now the most de-
pressed is perhaps the most blataijt 
example of the "industrial mas-
sacre' here in Manchester but by 
no means the only one. The result 
for the Irish has been to some 
extent bag packing, providing ia 
time honoured remedy. Many have 
gone to Birmingham and London: 

p i VERY year the extensile 
changes brought about bjy 

"redevelopment" take their toll op 
Irish cultural, social and political 
organisations; ' for instance, the 
G.A.A. has hardly been heard of for 
anumber of years now. The Gaelic 
League for all intents and purposes 
has ceased- to operate. Getting 
people to attend meetings all the 
way from Wythenshawe or Roch-
dale is enormously difficult, with or 
without a car, because of the time, 
distance and expense involved, 
S.EL.N.E.C. fares are outrageous. 

But the "big shift" by itself has 
not caused the general feeling of 
apathy and political disillusionment 
in Manchester.. Mistaken policies 
ha*e led up btfc^. alleys. Add to 
this the large-scale police raids, 
over two hundre6:-gf them, which 
have thrown a number of already 
organisationally hard pressed 
groups into confusion and dis-
array. 

The need for efficient machinery 
to deal with political intimidation 
is clear to most political circles in 
Manchester. The advent of a 
Labour Government has seen a 
cessation of raids, but our civil 
liberties still require defence by our 
own organisational strength. We 
must bring these abuses to public 
notice wt soana* they occur. 
rpHE Connolly Association has a 
w T iflfcl toft to ifJiay in fl»e Irish 
community, not only in defence of 
«ivy liberties but in providing' a 
strong link betW&eto the Irish and 
t&Br Labour mwfement. History has 
wfcrforoed the warning that the 
Connolly Association made over the 
year*. Cottoty security tactics 
could come to England. Now there 
is a growing awareness of the need 
to deal with'the cancer at its seat 
—the Six Counties. 

Alongside these developments is 
the local Labour and Trade Union 
movements' own initiative in send-
ing' trade Unionists" to Belfast to 
report ' to their organisations. 
Already these report-back meetings 
are beginning td change opinion 
significantly. Calls ore now being 
made to send1 more delegations over 

"to see for themselves just what It 
is like in Belfast. A recent public 
meeting held in Manchester bv 
the Connolly Association at which 
Mila Madge Davison of N.I.C.R.A. 
was ^ main speaker, heard 
speaker after speaker relate their 

<exp«jm|0fe'.'id>| BdtfMt to the 
;au<ntn»:veverx ' one a prominent 
Trade Unionist from Manchester. 

The Irish community and the 
oCcpaolly Association have got to 
assist and encourage these develop-

- mepts in every possible way but wc 
need a bigger Connolly Association 
in Mancbeeter in order to cope with 

-the disability placed upon us bv 
'redevelopment, etc. We urge Irish 
patriots, Socialists and friends oi 

to JOIN THE C O N N O L L Y 

i I ATI ON. We know what 
i be done.' Help us to get-

it done. 


