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NiW CRUX IS SECURITY 

Talks must include all sections 
^"HE decision fro confine frhe September talks to Members of the 

pro-rogued Stormont Parliament can mean only one thing : 
the English Tory Government intends to restore Stormont with the 
absolute minimum of change. 

Tlyrt means that in Eng-
land the Irish, the Labour 
and trade union movement, 
and all liberal-minded citi-
zens must back up the 
demand of the Republicans, 
Civil Rights and others that 
they shall be represented at 
the talks. 

NEW PARTIES 

The old Stormont Parlia-
ment was undemocratically 
elected. Its mis-government 
brought about the position 
where it had to be sent pack-
ing. The pol i t ical scene when 

it was elected^was entirely 
dif ferent from that existing at 
present. New polit ical parties 
have appeared, representing 
entirely new points of view 
and possess a mass follow-
ing. 

Why should discussions be 
dogged by the fossilised 
past ? 

The trade unionists have 
been active in the struggle to 
prevent sectarianism and 
civi l war. They must be repre-
sented. The Republicans now 
enjoy the support of the 
majority of the Catholic pop-

"ROUTINE SEARCHES" OF BELFAST W O R K I N G - C L A S S HOMES ARE ST ILL GOING ON. 

ulation. They must be repre-
sented. The Civi l Rights 
people must be represented, 
because Civil Rights is what 
it 's al l about. And why 
shouldn't the breakaway 
Unionists be represented too? 
We need a conference of all 
outlooks, not a chosen few. 

BARGAINING 

It is generally being tipped 
that Mr. Whitelaw has lost 
confidence in his abi l i ty to re-
tain internment and use the 
internees as hostages during 
the discussions. Instead he is 
bargaining the ending of in-
ternment against the agree-
ment of the S.D.L.P. to fall 
in wi th his plan for restricted 
talks. Internment is an ob-
stacle to free discussion and 
should be ended at once. 

It is not disputed that there 
must be a return to represen-
tative government in the six 
counties. But the very mini-
mum would involve a general 
election under proportional 
representation, and with the 
guarantees against discrimi-
nation and intimidation pro-
vided by the Bill of Rights hi 
full force. 

If Stormont were to be re-
stored in its previous form, 
then it would have control of 
the General Election, and we 
would know what to expect. 

SECURITY 
The crucia l issue on which 

the Engl ish Cabinet is said 
not yet to have made a deci-
sion is security. In general, 
House of Coi+imons opinion 
on the Labour side is against 

restoring Stormont at all, or 
has been until recently. But 
March, 1973, is getting near-
er, and a decision must come. 
Allowing that a reformed re-
presentative assembly could 
be set up in the six counties, 
would it control security ? If 
it were allowed to, how long 
would it be before England 
was called in again? If secur-
ity was retained by England, 
what power would Stormont 
in effect possess, and would 
every disturbance in the six 
counties immediately lead to 
a rumpus at Westminster. 

These problems are, of 
course, insoluble in the con-
text of parti t ion. But Tory 
party opinion seems increas-
ingly veering towards return-
ing to the old system, out-
moded, inefficient, unaccept-
able to the nationalist section 
of the people, but involving 
no new principle l ikely to 
orientate progress towards 
Dublin. 

The issue at the present 
t ime, however, is not the pre-
cise legalistic form a restored 
representative a s s e m b l y 
should have, though that w i l l 
become vitally important be-
fore long, it is that some 
working arrangement for the 
immediate future shall be ar-
rived at. 

It can only be arrived at if 
al l interested parties are 
brought together at the talks, 
and while the Tories wi l l no 
doubt nominate their own 
fr iends if the scope is wid-
ened as it should be, the 
popular movement should de-
mand the part icipation of the 
N.I.C.R.A., the Irish Trade 
Union Congress, and the two 
wings of the Republ ican 
movement, of f ic ia l ' and 'pro-
visional.' 

For heaven's sake, get 
everybody toge ther ! Then 
there might be a chance of 
peace and progress. 

EAST LONDON 
READERS' MEETING : 
Co-operative Hall, Ilford Lane, 
Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 8 p.m. 
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A RAILWAYMAN SPEAKS 
By ANTHONY DONAGHY 

Anthony Donaghv is a Donegal man, member of the Centra! 
London b ranch of the Connolly Association, and a guard 
working from St. Pancras. A member of the National Union 
of Railwaymen, he is a shop-steward, and undertakes a 
mass ive amount of trade union work. This is an article by 
a working railwayman, in which the railwaymen's case is put 

succinctly and forcefully. 

FOR many years ra i lway-
men have been highly 

c r i t i ca l of the d i s t r i bu t i on of 
investment in the t ranspor ta -
t ion indus t ry , espec ia l ly in re-
lat ion to pub l i c t ranspor t . 

They have been pa r t i cu la r l y 
a la rmed by the recent Gov-
ernment W h i t e Paper out l in-
ing pub l ic expend i tu re in 
t ranspor t up to t h e year 
1976. The low level p roposed 
for the pub l i c sec tor shows 
the Government ' s comp le te 
lack of app rec ia t i on of the 
need for a modern ra i lway 
system. 

S t i l l less is there any grasp 
of the p rob lems of conges-
t ion, soc ia l d i s loca t ion , and 
the genera l f i gh t aga ins t pol-
lut ion covered by the term 
preservat ion of the environ-
ment. For in my op in ion in 
th is f ie ld we are app roach ing 
the cr is is of cr ises. 

Dur ing the next f ive years, 
investment in rai l t ranspor t 
w i l l remain v i r tua l l y un-
changed, wh i le investment in 
roads w i l l increase 7 per cent 
annual ly by 1975, reaching 
£1 ,035,000,000. 

LAST year B r i t i s h Rail 
showed a £16 m i l l i on de-

f ic i t , a t t r i bu tab le to a consid-
erable fa l l in t ra f f i c in coal 
and steel, two c o m m o d i t i e s 
wh ich toge ther accoun t for 

over 45 per cent of ra i lway 
f re igh t receipts. This decl ine 
ar ises of course f rom the dis-
as t rous pol ic ies of the Tory 
Government . There is wide-
spread susp ic ion that these 
basic industr ies are being 
ta i lo red to the requi rements 
of Brussels bureaucra ts ready 
for Br i ta in ' s submergence in 
Europe. 

Even so, B r i t i sh ra i lways 
showed a bet ter f inanc ia l re-
su l t than most ra i lways of 
s im i la r type in the wor ld . And 
th is is af ter pay ing out £130 
mi l l i on in in terest charges 
over three years. B r i t i sh Rai l 
gets a smal ler relat ive sub-
s idy than any ra i lway system 
in Europe. 

Another cause for concern 
among railwaymen is British 
Rail 's policy in respect of 
freight. The wagon fleet is 
very old and requires com-
plete modernisation and re-
placement. Yet the Board 
Have almost slashed to noth-
ing a programme to spend 
£ 6 0 million on new wagons. 
This cut-back is having disas-
trous effects on employment 

in the workshops. This, in my 
opinion, partially accounts 
for the strong line taken a t 
this year's Annual Conference 
of the N.U.R. when the fol-
lowing resolution was passed: 

•This Annua! Genera l Meet-
ing. a l a r m e d at the con t inued 
con t rac t ion «!' our indus t ry , 
w i th t h e result ing r edundan -
cies a f fec t ing all sections of 
our member sh ip , ins t ructs our 
N.E.C. to take the s t ronges t 
possible action including t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l of labour agains t 
any f u r t h e r closures or r e d u n -
dancies ." 

TH E tragedy of the railway 
industry is a classic ex-

ample of what happens to 
Social ist idealism in the con-
text of a "mixed" capitalist 
economy, where 8 0 per cent 
of the economic power and 
decision is still directly in 
the personal hands of the 
capital ist class. In the 'sixties 
the then Tory Government ap-
pointed a t great expense an 
executioner of the name of 
Beeching, and his legacy is 
a scrool of disused railway 
lines throughout the land, 
while thousands upon thous-

ands are killed and maimed 
yearly on the bumper-to-bum-
per roads for the sake of the 
profits of oil magnates and 
road construction firms. 

It is time the political lead-
ership of the Labour move-
ment learned that in order to 
protect and preserve the ex-
isting public sector, we must 
continually extend the public 
sphere of operation and take 
the offensive against the 
monopoly interests that work 
against us. 

Railwaymen want a greater 
say in the running of the rail-
ways and that these shall be 
incorporated in a properly in-
tegrated public transport sys-
tem. W e want this not merely 
in the interest of the railway-
men, but in the interest of 
society as a whole. 

We are not opposed to tech-
nical advance, but are cer-
tainly opposed to allowing 
technology to put able bodied 
men on the scrap heap while 
the benefits go solely to the 
capitalist class. 

Railwaymen do not under-
estimate the task involved 
and we are aware of the 
strength of the vested inter-
ests which would like to de-
stroy our industry. But we 
are determined, and optimis-
tic. 

THE COMMON MARKET AND SOCIALISM 
p Q L L O W I N G the n e w s f r o m 

Dubl in t ha t the C o m m o n 
M a r k e t D e f e n c e C a m p a i g n is to 
cont inue its e f for t s to k e e p I re-
land out of t h e n e w Reich , 
comes t h e decision of t h e Lon-
don-based " T r a d e Un ion i s t s 
agains t t h e C o m m o n M a r k e t " 
n o t to r e g a r d the fight as lost. 

The resistance has nevertheless 
passed in to a new stage and in 
some respects things will be easier, 
in others more difficult. 

Down on people's mats just now 
are plopping Customs and Excuse 
accounts of Value Added Tax. To 
small businesses here is one more 
night a week to be spent filling 
in Government forms. To the con-
sumer it Is plain what comes next 
—a massive raid on the pocket. It 
Is likely that prices will rocket next 
year, and those who thought the 
Common Market would bring bliss 
on earth will get a shock. Those 
who were opposed, and that is the 
overwhelming mass of the British 
people, will have their fears con-
firmed. 

Over the next year or two a mass 
of legislation, regulations and orders 
will come into effect without debate, 
and indlgation is likely to mount in 
Britain, and develop in Ireland, 
vhere the large farming population 

still think the higher food prices 
will benefit them. 

But on the other hand we must 
expect the sell-outs. There will be 
big jobs going In Europe. Messrs. 
Heath and Jenkins have had their 
baksheish. "What about us?" the 
others will say. 
^ N E can imagine the line of 

argument. 
"Look now, my good man, we're 

in. It's like heaven, once you're in 
you can't get out. Somebody has 
got to have those fifty-thousand 
dollar jobs. Why should we leave 
them to the marketeers and the 
Tories? If the anti-marketeers 

take the jobs that are going, they'll 
be able to use their critical view 
of E.E.C. to moderate its evils, turn 
it into a socialist Europe and all 
that. It would be doctrinaire, nar-
row, and indeed irresponsible to 
turn this money away. Indeed, now 
I think of it, we should be actively 
looking for i t ." 
And we may find some pretty big 

anti-Marketeers coming out with 
this argument; the plums will go to 
those who have sold out already; 
the pickings to those prepared to 
sell out at the second auction. 
I'l^HIS raises the question of the 

whole prospect of socialism in 
western Europe. Is it possible to 
"transform" E.E.C. into a single 
socialist western Europe? And if so, 
by what means? It is noteworthy that 
those who think this can be done 
have palpably failed even to trans-
form little England into a socialist 
state! Though they're prepared to 
tackle the bigger job if they get 
the rate for it. 

It may as well be faced that there 
are "socialists" who are quite con-
tent to be drawing their money put-
ting up an unsuccessful struggle 
against capitalism in England, and 
they'd be happy to be equally un-
successful at Brussels if the pay 
was better. 

For what the "transformers" have 
not grasped is that E.E.C. is not a 
new supernational state with demo-
cratic organs and the ability to re-
spond to popular demand. It is a 
compact among existing capitalist 
states to merge their capitalist func-
tions. The Treaty of Rome is a 
solemn pledge to maintain capital-
ism for as long as can be foreseen. 
It is not flexible; it is rigid. It is 
not democratic; it is authoritarian. 
And since theoretically once you're 
in you oan't get out, it is a pledge 
by a group of effete and frightened 
imperialists that as a whole they 
will guarantee any one of their 
members against the threat of 

socialism. The Rome Treaty is a 
pledge not to allow socialism on 
your territory. 

This does not mean to say that 
opponents of the Common Market 
can afford to adopt an attitude of 
indifference to its decisions. As the 
regulations come to be imposed they 
will hurt . Every hurt should be 
followed by its cry. And the cry 
could be amending of the regula-
tion, or defiance by the national 
Government, or both. 
1 3 U T it would be an optimistic 
-* ' man who saw the shortest 
road to socialism through the con-
verting of the whole of western 
Europe to one mind on the subject 
and then overturning the Treaty at 
one blow. Certainly there are jobs 
for the best part of a lifetime for 
"socialists" who believe in that. And 
there will, as we have indicated, be 
takers. 

The socialists of great powers or 
oppressing countries tend to mis-
understand nationalism and inter-
nationalism and to mix them up. 
The essence of national independ-
ence is its democracy. The nation 
is the unit of democracy. It ex-
presses the collective will of people 
who recognise themselves as belong-
ing to one community. They will 
accept the majority decision be-
cause of their feeling of community. 

Asserting the need for such demo-
cracy, self-determination as It is 
called, in no way commits a man to 
the slightest antagonism against 
other nations, and indeed logic 
compels him to accord the right he 
demands. The chauvinist on the 
other hand divides nations into two 
categories, those entitled to inde-
pendence (that is those big enough 
to get it) and those not entitled to 
independence (those governed by 
his own ruling class). This has 
nothing whatever to do with inter-
nationalism. "Getting rid of national 
borders" has no virtue whatsoever 
unless it corresponds to a demo-

By 
" C R U I T H I N " 

cratic wish, for example when 
peoples voluntarily merge their com-
munities, creating a new wider com-
munity. 
I 'T'HE Common Market is the very 

opposite of a merging of com-
munities at popular levels. The com-
munities do not want to be merged. 
They all speak different languages. 
Even their ruling classes do not 
want to merge. The only thing Com-
mon about them in relation to their 
Market is their fear of socialism. 
For the rest they would willingly 
slit each other's gizzards. 

It seems, therefore, on the face 
of it that Connolly was right. The 
democratic principle cannot func-
tion Internationally until it has 
functioned nationally, as he put it. 

The way to socialism in Europe is 
much more likely to be found in 
the separate countries, when Gov-
ernments are brought to power 
having behind them the mass pres-
sure of a demand by the people for 
peace, security, economic progress, 
and see control of their own destiny 
as a means, the only means, to these 
things. 

They then secede from the Rome 
system, Treaty or no Treaty, per-
haps first by breaking Its rules and 
refusing to give In. 

In this sense It is clear that the 
teaching of James Connolly on the 
national question Is more appro-
priate today than It ever was, and 
history Is golnfe to teach our English 
friends what the Irish had to learn 
the hard way, but will not forget. 

Perhaps indeed, the anti-Market 
organisers in London may yet be 
taking a trip to Dublin, to find out 
about that magnificent oampaign 
against entry, which though un-
successful, was a model of hard 
work, sober Imagination and Imagi-
native leadership. 

A N T H O N Y DONAGHY 

LABOUR NOTES 
"V\THAT a difference the winning 
y > of the building workers' pay 

claim will make to the Irish in Bri-
tain. 

At the moment of writing, site 
after site is getting: organised and 
downing tools. The demand is for 
£30 for a 35-hour week, as a prelim-
inary to the "pound an hour" claim 
that is in the Builders' Charter. 

Another demand is the end of the 
"lump." 

There is a higher proportion 04 
Irish men in the building trade than 
in any other industry. 

Let's confess, it is an industry 
chaotically run. The numerous con-
tractors, sub-contractors, sub-sub-oon-
tractors and so ad infinitum, must 
make for inefficiency. 

In the long run the only solution 
is going to be nationalisation. 

If building and construction were 
nationalised, all manner of fringe 
benelits^Swould become available 
There would be proper hostel accom-
modation set up when a new big Site 
started up in the wilds. 

The winning of 100 per cent trade 
union organisation and the abolition 
of the "lump" will be the beginning 
of a long road of progress, which will 
turn your casual building worker look-
ing for a start into a respected citi-
zen exercising his right to work. 

£ ft £ 

DO you remember Mr. Heath at 
the election? He was going to 

put a stop to strikes. Well, so well 
has he succeeded that there have 
been more days lost in the first seven 
months this year than in any year 
since the war. 

He didn't put a stop to price in-
creases (not at half a stroke), rent 
increases, property speculation, gaz-
umping, or any other inflationary de-
velopment. 

Perhaps lie was too busy getting 
into the Common Market where 
these things are protected activities. •m 

But neither did he succeed in his 
promise to curb the trade unions. The 
miners defeated him. The dockers de-
fied jail and poUce Intimidation. The 
Government had to rake the archives 
for officials who could come out fBom 
the Middle Ages like the official soli-
citor and get them off the hook. 

Would you not think that it was 
time this Government was given 
notice to quit? 

ft ft ft 

THE T.U.C. meeting at Brighton 
is the Parliament of British La-

bour. 
The working class, a higher pro-

portion of the population than any-
where else in the world, in virtue of 
its organisation can talk on e^ual 
terms with the Government. 

The Government would love to dic-
tate to It, but can't. 

This should be pondered deeply. If 
the Labour Party In Parliament would 
Weak with the rotten bi-partisan 
policy, and tight the Tories on Indus-
trial Issues, the Common Market and 
Northern Ireland, there could be a 
Labour Government by Christinas 
and the Industrial Relations Act and 
going Into the Common Market could 
be "put on ice" along with Edward 
the Confessor Heath. This Is the lead 
we hope the T.C.C. will give. 
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Why we don't want Mr. Whitelaw's 

REFERENDUM 
REFERENDA, or plebiscites, 

are un-British. 
How do we know ? Didn't the 

T o r y Rarty say so in so many 
words when refusing the wide-
spread demand for a referendum 
on whether Britain should merge 
m the Common Market. 

Of course they did. For they 
knew perfectly well that the 
mass of the British people were 
against E.E.C. The Tories re-
fused to have a referendum be-
cause they knew they would lose 
it. So naturally it was un-British 
if it would work against the 
Tory Party, the traditional party 
of FOREIGN interests, the Ger-
man party and the American 
party. 
JfUT didn't they have one in 

Gibraltar ? 
They did. 
But then Gibraltar is not Bri-

tish. It is quite un-British. 
Surely it's part of Spain. 

That's what the Spanish 
thought. But the British Govern-
ment claimed it was British. 
They had populated it with a 
mixed immigrant element who 
had a strong vested interest in 
:he jobs the British gave. So, 
confident in the result, the Tories 
held their referendum. They held 
an un-British referendum on the 
issue of whether a bit of Spain 
was part of Britain. 

And before they embarked on 
the project of having that refer-
endum, they, knew they would 
win it. 

Of, course, i f . Spain had not 
been under dictator Franco, the 
referendum might have gone 
against them. It is- a s tone 
honker bet that in that case they 
wouldn't have held it. 

The Gibraltar referendum was 
just part of the plot to hold on 
to Spanish territory. 

jyQW Mr. Whitelaw proposes 
to hold a referendum in 

Northern Ireland, to see if this 
un-British device can bring a 
majority declaration that a part 
of Ireland is a part of Britain.-
And this is just part: of the plot 
to ooirtinue to occupy Irish ter-
ritory. And would not be held 
unless Mr-. Whitelaw was quite 
certain of the result. 

His calculation is simple. He 
expects that the various Union-
ist parties will turn out in force 
to demand, the continuaance of 
the Union of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. He knows that 
they compose two-thirds of the 
population and have every rea-
son jor turning out in force. The 
nationalists on the other hand 
comprise only one-third of the 
population. They can't hope to 
win, so they may not bother to 
vote. And it will then be said 
that a good proportion of Catho-
lics (for the nationalists are 
mostly Catholics) are really not 
very keen on a united Ireland. 

Then, Mr. Whitelaw fondly 
imagines (and fondly indeed is 
the word) everybody will then 
know that it's no use trying to 
remove the border, and people 
will leave the subject alone and 
think about something else. 
What futile, crass stupidity! 
fHE complaint is that every 

election since 1922 has been 
in effect a referendum on the 
border, In other words they have 
not' really been elections, but 
referenda under the title of 
election. Mt. Whitelaw hasn't 
quite gone to the length of pro-
posing to hold instead an,ejec-
tion.under the title of a rof&ren-
dums But he!&,co<»" as near to it 

ber, and then the local elections 
it is to clear the way for, follow 
in December. 

And he actually believes that 
he can separate the issues in 
this way ? He says he does. 
And feicimid a feicimid. 

But we can tell you. now. In-
stead of one more election on 
the border issue, we are to have 
TWO plebiscites on it. 

yyHY does the border issue 
have this effect on every 

election of turning it into a 
plebiscite or referendum ? 

The reason is as plain as the 
nose on Mr. Whitelaw's face. It 
is the border that determines 
the conditions under which the 
population of the six counties 
vote. It is thus inextricably inter-
twined with every election, and 
must be as long as it is there. 

To illustrate the point, ask 
yourself a simple question. Why 
is the referendum to be held in 
the six counties only ? 

Why is it not being held in 
England as well ? It is supposed 
to decide whether the six coun-
ties shall remain a part of the 
United Kingdom. There are fifty 
million people living in Britain 
andone and.a'half million in the 
six counties> The fifty million are 
to have no say in whether they 
shall continue to support the 
costly police state across the 
channel. The one and a half mil-
lion are to decide how the Bri-
tish taxpayers'- money is spent. 

Suppose- the decent people of 
London or Yorkshire say they do 
not want the Unionists in the 
United Kingdom, let alone to 
support them with money and 
arms, because they can't conduct 
themselves ? It's no use, no more 
use than objecting to going into 
E.E.C. Referenda are un-British 
in Britain. They're British every-
where else. 
'pHEN there's another aspect of 

the matter. 

The average Englishman 
simply doesn't know (and why 
would he know; he was never 
told) that there was never a 
General Election to decide 
whether Ireland should be par-
titioned or not. 

The partition was carried out 
first. The TWO general elections 
came afterwards. 

But the border was drawn 
with reference to the results of 
the PRECEDING election„ Parti-
tion had been proposed by En-
glish politicians on and off since 
1886. There had been big politi-
cal battles over it in 1914. The 
1918 election w a s fought in its 
shadow. And the result of that 
election was that four-fifths of 
the Irish people were not only 
against partition, but were for an 
independent Irish republic. 

What right had England to ig-
nore their wish ? If Lloyd George 
and his fellow opportunists felt 
uncertain, what was stopping 
them from holding a plebiscite 
on Irish independence, as the 
Americans asked-them to ? Noth-
ing„ except the sure knowledge 
that they would lose it. It would 
be un-British. 

J*HE 1921 elections were separ-
ate elections fox two Parlia-

ments established by British Act 
of Parliament and without any 
Irish interest having been con-
sulted: No Irish interest was 
consulted on the line of the 
boundary. Westminster alone 
decided it. 

The election in the 26 counties 
resulted: in a virtually 100 per 
cent vote for a Republic. That in 
the six counties resulted in the 
familiar two to one in favour of 
the Union. 

In other words the majority of 
the Irish people wanted a Re-
public. But the votes of that 
majority were rendered ineffec-
tive in six counties by being cut 
off and made into a separate 

electoral area. Within the six 
counties a part of the majority 
was imprisoned and made into 
a minority. 

What then is the consistent 
vote against the border ? It is 
the simple demand that the 
whole island of Ireland shall be 
subject to the majority, as the 
island of Britain is. 

How can a referendum based 
on a gerrymander succeeed in 
settling the issue of the gerry-
mander itself ? How can a ple-
biscite in an artificially created 
electoral area decide whether 
that artificial area should exist 
or not ? The issue which is being 
tested is prejudged by the boun-
daries that have been set. The 
people are asked to vote on 
whether they s h o u l d vote this 
w a y or not, and one-third of 
them know that that way of 
voting deprives them of their 
advantage as part of a majority ? 
How can they accept the vote of 
a minority that the minority 
must rule the majority ? How 
can such a referendum ever 
settle anything ? 

You might as well hold a 
referendum among burglars on 
the question of whether doors 
should be compulsorily left open, 
and expect the house-owners to 
accept it, and turn to such sub-
jects as whether the next bur-
glar should be offered the gin or 
the sherry. 

J'HE holding of this referendum 
is simply a means of-giving 

a bogus democratic flavour to the 
decision the Tories have already 
taken,that Irish soil is to be held 
by England. 

The thing that is in question 
is to be decided unilaterally by 
a vote of those already known 
to be in its favour. 

But the most-serious aspect of 
this. assertion that the minority 
will still flout the wishes of the 

majority, is the aspect of, the 

guarantee being given to the 
Unionists. This will have the 
effect of hardening attitudes. 
Divisions will not be healed but 
rendered sharper. 

INTELLIGENT Irishmen know 
quite well that the imme-

diate removal of the border is 
scarcely to be treated seriously. 
If Mr. Whitelaw offered Jack 
Lynch the six counties in the 
morning, Lynch would say: 
"How much are they costing 
you ?" And the Kerry farmer 
would not think kindly of con-
tributing taxes to keep Wee 
Willie in his place. Peace and 
order have got to be achieved 
first. 

But how ? 
It is not the Irish case that 

we do not want peace and order 
in the six counties. We do. Our 
case is that Mr. Whitelaw is not 
going the right way about get-
ting them. 

There is no necessity to raise 
the question of the border at this 
particular juncture, though of 
course it will have to be raised 
when the time comes. 

What is wanted is to redress 
the immediate grievances of 
those members of the majority 
of the Irish people who after 
having been artificially con-
verted into a minority, have been 
discriminated against, oppressed 
and denied proper representa-
tion. 

In a word, what are wanted 
are civil rights, equality of 
citizenship for all citizens. This 
guarantees the Protestants just 
as much as the Catholics. 

And the principal requirement 
for this is the passing of the Bill 
of Rights as introduced by Lord 
Brockway, and as supported 
unanimously by the 1971 Trades 
Union Congress at Blackpool. 

This, not a referendum raking 
up past hatreds, is what is 
wanted in the six counties. 

CECTfC WORLD 

NO GREAT MISCHIEF IF THEY FAIL' 
l^ROM the point of view of Eng-

land's ruling cla-ss at least one 
good economic reason for maintain-
ing hegemony over the Scottish 
nation is the fact that Scottish man-
power provides a ready source of 
recruits for the English Army. 

The Black Watch was the first 
Scottish regiment to be raised for 
English service in 1739; from the 
outset official trickery was employed 
to entice men to enlist. Initially, the 
Black Watch was to be a so-called 

Cream of y out h 
tang jailed 

TORY newspapers have been ex-
pressing herror-at th« outspoken 

remarltt o< Mr. H « l Thomas, one 
of tH*"d*y<« presidents at'tlre Welsh 
National Eisteddfod; wlwre net a 
word'of Btvgm* is allowed'to be 
spoken. He* complained that the 
cream- of- Welsh youth is being 
jailedllor its- detente of the la iwr 
age. 

0n» need • not subscribe to at* t in 
met beds use* by tbe> Langu-
age 9 m M } to get a W»tsh tele-
vision service, to agree they are 

• Wed to one* 

fencible regiment, i.e. for defence 
purposes only, but once in the 
clutches of the military authorities 
the men found themselves subject to 
deliberate breaches of enlistment 
conditions and being despatched for 
line service, in the Indies; this led 
to a refusal of "am. Freiceadan 
Dubh" to obey embarkation orders 
in 1743, followed by an attempted 
march home to Scotland, for which 
three men from Badenoch and 
Itothiemurchus were selected and 
executed by a Grenadier Guards 
firing squad in the Tower ol Lon-
don. 

Scottish regiments have since 
been sent to every part of the world 
and generally to where the casual-
ties were likely to be heaviest; this 
served the dual purpose of fighting 
England's wars and at the same 
time forestalling the natural growth 
of Scotland's population. General 
.James Wolfe's cynical comment 
gave expression to this policy just 
before the battle for Quebec against 
the French in 1759 wftien he said of 
the Scottish soldiers under his com-
mand: "No great mischief if they 
fall. How can you better destroy a 
secret enemy than by making tits 
end • conducive to the common 
good?" 

Different enlistment tactics were 
used as each regiment was raised in 
the vt^ious counties, tactics vary-
ing from threats of family or, entire 
glen evictions unless the sons en-
listed, to coercion and bribery. Scots 
patriotism has been exploited to the 
full in the raising of such "famous" 
regiments as the Camerons, Argylls, 
Sutherland Highlanders and so on; 
often attempts were made to induce 
a local loyalty by allaying' the regi-
ment with men from a specific area, 
viz. "Join your own tegiment," 
"Glengarry's Own"; recruitment 

posters often called for clan sur-
names or for "Scots only." This was 
before the Race Relations Act. 

Besides permanent recruiting 
offices located in the main streets of 
many towns, mobile recruiting vans 
can often be seen at strategic sites, 
one example observed recently was 
an army van sited in a station 
square alongside a war memorial 
with a list of "illustrious" dead and 
"heroic" battles fought. 

Hard times are good for recruit-
ing. There has been a spate of Press 
advertising. Recently there have 
been the Annual Agricultural Shows 
in the IfGrth, lnpjiidlng» the. Black 
Isle Show a tMthr of Ord. which was, 
for nearly 200" years the greatest 
cattle market and trystlng place in 

by 
Rt M U L H O L L A N O 

the north and dating back to the 
days of the drove roads which con-
verged there. In addition to the 
many beasts, farm implements, pro-
duce, etc., displayed, recruiting vans 
from all three Services were well (o 
the fore. The Army exhibition was 
complete with a variety of artil-
lery, travel, security, trades, sports, 
"a man's life," etc. 

Further intrusion was provided by 
the Golden I,ions Free-fall Para-
chute Team and as their aircraft 
passed overhead I he captive audi-
ence of 16,000 was told: "You too 
can be a jump ahead" by joining 
such and such a regiment of the 
Scottish Division. 

A paradoxical remnant of Empire 
was provided by the presence of the 
pipes and drums of The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Own 7th Battalion 
Gurkha Rifles 'appearing by kind 
permission of their English officer) 
whose pipe music was as wooden 
as their expressionless faces. All 
right enough if you fancy it. But 
one imagines the average young 
Scot would prefer a job at home to 
the prospect of becoming yet an-
othrr name on a war memorial. 
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FIVE HUNDRED MILLION 
FOR £650.000 

Prospecting Licences in the Republic of Ireland 
A s at D e c e m b e r 31, 1967 

THE GREAT 
MINERALS 
BONANZA 

IRELAND'S resources range 
from our fertile land and our 

native people to our territorial 
fishing waters and that most 
impressive (in terms of imme-
diate cash-earning potential) re-
source of all, our rich mineral 
ore deposits. 

In recent years foreign mining 
companies have flocked to Ire-
land, eager to cash in on the 
valuable ore deposits discovered 
beneath our soil. These com-
panies are in the business to 
make a profit and they come to 
Ireland because of the profit-
making opportunities in extract-
ing and selling our metallic ores 
—copper, lead, zinc, silver, and 
so on. When they have used 
up the ores and made maximum 
profit for themselves, they will 
move on. 

Studies such as those of the 
T.C.D. Resources Study Group 
have shown that the benefit to 
Ireland from these foreign com-
panies' operations will be only 
a tiny fraction of the total value 
of the mineral resources they 
are u s i n g up . F r o m t h e r e c e n t l y 
discovered Navan lead and zinc 
deposits alone, it is calculated, 
almost £500 million will accrue 
to the overseas operating com-
pany after all costs are paid. 

J^HE gross value of the metal 
in t h e mineral deposits now 

known to exist in Ireland 
amounts to £1,769,949,000. A 
weak government has signed 
away ownership of most of this, 
and in addition granted the 
foreign mining companies a 20-
year exemption from tax on pro-
fits. In return the S t a t e g e t s a 
r o y a l t y of a few per cent on the 
product mined, and a few thou-
sand fobs are provided for Irish 
workers for just as long—and 
only as long—as the ore re-
sources last. 

These natural ore resources 
could be used in the Irish in-
terest by the Irish people. A 

more courageous government 
could at any time decide to 
nationalise the mining industry 
as has been done, notably in 
Chile and elsewhere—but this is 
one of the important options 
which the E.E.C. would try to 
s t o p . 

The same considerations apply 
to mineral, gas and oil resources 
located under the seabed in Irish 
waters. Because of her location, 
the section of the Continental 
Shelf over which Ireland has 
mineral rights is greater than 
that of any other European 
country. 

The potential of Irish rights 
over the vast areas of the 
Continental Shelf within the 
jurisdiction of Dublin is as yet 
undefined, but offshore rights to 
prospect and exploit the mineral 
wealth on large areas of Ire-
land's coastline have already 
been sold to foreign multi-
nationals. 
J<HE myth that Ireland is a 

"poor country" because it 
possesses no significant mineral 
resources has now been shown 
to be just a myth. The rush of 
foreign companies to exploit our 
valuable ores shows clearly that 

the wealth is there. And, con-
trary to the opinions of those 
who say we have not got the 
money, the know-how or the 
skills to exploit it ourselves, the 
following facts provided by the 
Resources Study Group speak 
strongly :— 

During the entire period of 
modern Irish mining (1957-72) 
an estimated £6.5 million has 
been spent on mineral explor-
ation in the 26 counties—a 
sum which is less than the 
price of one Jumbo jet. 

The eight-year exploration 
programme of Tara Explora-
tion and Development Com-
pany cost them £650,000. With 
profits of almost £500 million 
in view, this is a cheap invest-
ment indeed. 

Ninety-five per cent of all 
exploration being carried on 
in Ireland at present is being 
done by Irishmen in the pay 
of the international compa-
nies. 
Irish public opinion is these 

days waking up to the facts 
about our mineral resources and 
our failure to use them for our 
own advantage. This cannot 
happen too soon. 

Avoec 
tins® 8 

FIANNA FAIL WINS MID-CORK HANDS D O W N 
A S we forecast in last month's 

^ "Democrat", the crucial 
mid-Cork by-election was won 
by the Fianna Fail candidate 
wi th a runaway majority. 

Most commentators thought 
that Fianna Fail would lose the 
seat, as in the previous election 
Fianna Fail had only 17,000 
votes against a combined Fine 
Gael-Labour vote of 22,000. On 
the face of it, therefore, the 
coalitionists should have carried 
the day. 

The outcome, though, has 
vindicated what we said last 
month. Here we put it down 
aga in: "While prophecy is 
hazardous, it is hard not to see 
Fianna Fail being returned 
wi th a bigger majority possibly 
than ever before. Thousands of 

POPULATION EXPLOSION' 
CRAMS GREATER DUBLIN 

r p H E twenty-six-county popula-
J- tion has risen by 94,000 or 3.3 
per cent during the past five years, 
according to the 1971 Census Report 
just published. The population of 
the State Is Just under the three 
million, at 2,978,000. 

In the past decade there has been 
a continuous increase in population 
here. This has been partly due to 
the decline in emigration because of 
greater prosperity and to the grow-
ing number of children as people get 
married younger and as the mar-
riage rate increases. 

Nearly one-third of the popula-
tion is under 15 years of age, and 
the increase in overall population 
has not been accompanied by a cor-
responding increase in Jobs. It is 
over the coming decade, when 
many of these youngsters will be 
leaving school and looking for work, 
that the real problems will arise of 
Onding Jobs for them in their own 
country, especially if the Common 
Market is at its evil work and the 
indignation of the peoples of 
Europe hasn't yet blown it to 
smithereens. 

The movement from the country 
to the towns is also shown in the 
Census statistics, as is the popula-

tion explosion in the Dublin area. 
According to the Census 52 per cent 
of the population now live in what 
it calls "town areas," by which is 
meant settlements of 1,500 people or 
over. The population of suburban 
Dublin has risen by 37.5 per cent 
in the past five years. Cork City 
grew by 5 per cent, Waterford by 
7 per cent, and Galway by 9 per 
cent. 
f iOUNTRY areas showed the oppo-
^ site trend, as city orientated 
policies and the dictates of big 
business and high finance forced 
people off the land. All the counties 
of Connacht showed a population 
fall, except Galway, which rose by 
880. Leitrim fell by 2,200 to 28,000; 
Mayo fell by 6,000 to 109,000. All the 
Munster counties rose in popula-
tion, however. 

Net emigration was the lowest 
recorded since the State was 
founded—54,000 over the five-year 
period, or about 11,000 a year. 

There are some local political im-
plications of the Census returns. 
The population increase will mean 
that the total Dail membership 
must rise to 148 or 149 and of these 
at least three new Dail seats will be 
in the Dublin area. 

voters are l ikely to be disgusted 
by the blatant opportunism of 
a coalition of Labour and Fine 
Gael, especially after the E.E.C. 
referendum. Whi le on Northern 
Ireland electors wi l l quite 
rightly think that Mr . Lynch is 
more l ikely to defend the 
national interest vis • a - vis 
Britain than Messrs. L iam Cos-
grave and Cruise O'Brien. So 
the Labour-Fine Gael coalition-
ists could be hoist by their own 
petard, ensuring by their actions 
the return of Mr . Lynch." 

There was a huge turnout of 
voters in the by-election, the 
biggest in memory. Of the 
40,000 people who voted, Fianna 
Fail got 19,900 votes on the first 
count, Fine Gael got 12,500, 
Labour got 6,300 and Aontacht 
Eireann got 1,200. 

T H E verdict was undoubtedly 
a judgement by the people 

that at the present t ime they 
did not want a Fine Gael-
Labour coalition instead of 
Fianna Fai l and that to date 
they are reasonably satisfied 
with Fianna Fail's handling of 

the Northern crisis. Most people 
in the South at present think 
that M r . Lynch is doing a good 
job. Whi le concerned about the 
North they do not want the 
quasi-war situation in the six 
counties to spill over down 
there. They see enough of guns 
and bullets and bombs and riots 
on television and are grateful 
that to date they have not been 
in evidence in the South, while 
Mr . Lynch's Government has 
made the right demands of the 
British in public. 

The only Republican can-
didate in the field was Mr . 
O'Callaghan, the A o n t a c h t 
Eireann man, and considering 
the general political circum-
stances and the fact that Aon-
tacht had previously got no 
organisation in the constituency, 
his vote was reasonable enough. 

The important thing now is 
that Mr . Lynch should hold 
firmly to the public position he 
has adopted vis-a-vis the British 
Government on the North. For 
this to happen a l l nationally-
minded people in the twenty-six 
counties should get together to 

press a consistently anti-
imperialist policy on the pre* 
sent Government and avoid the 
diversions proposed by the Fine 
Gael-Labour coalitionists. 

I T is a tragedy that there i ^ n o 
independent R e p u b I i c a n 

voice in Dail Eireann at this 
crucial time in modern Irish 
history and that Republicans of 
all wings and shades of opinion 
should not have used the past 
ten years to better effect. How-
ever, M r . Lynch's public posi-
tion reflects his acknowledg-
ment of what his own party and 
the Irish people general ly 
desire. In whatever arrange-
ments are come to on the North 
the British wil l undoubtedly be 
anxious for Mr . Lynch to be 
even more "helpful" than he has 
been and adopt a policy that 
would play down even more the 
demand for ult imate national 
unity. In the period ahead there 
needs to be a far more articu-
late expression of Republican 
opinion in the South than 
hitherto to prevent this happen-
ing. W e hope the coming 
months w i l l see it. 

IRISH TRADE UNIONS ACCEPT WAGE AGREEMENT 
T R I S H t rade unionists have 
X agreed to accept a new National 
Wage Agreement to cover questions 
of pay for t he coming 18 months . 
The decision was taken a t a special 
conference of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions in July. This was a 
reversal of an earlier decision no t to 
accept another National Agreement. 
The terms offered by the employers 
had been slightly improved in t h e 
meantime a n d this caused the 
IT.G.W.U. to change its vote, 
hence ensuring the adoption of the 
new Agreement. 

The new Agreement will be fo r a 
9 per cent rise on the first £30 of 
basic pay, with smaller Increases for 
the remainder. The re is a m i n i m u m 
increase offered of £2.25 a week for 
men and £2 a week for women. T h i s 
has tended to d isarm protest f r o m 
the lower pa id general workers who, 
proportionately, would do m u c h 
better t han t h e better paid workers. 

Opposition to the National Wage 
Agreement came principally from 
the highly skilled workers and sup-
port for it was strongest in the 
general unions, though even the 
latter had considerable numbers 
voting against. The last Wage 
Agreement, which has just ended, 
controlled wage settlements for the 
past two years and it had been 
rapidly eroded by inflation and ris-
ing prices, causing many to say that 
the same would happen this time. 

Across-the-board wage agreements 
like this mean that while it is in 
operation no normal collective bar-
gaining takes place at firm or in-
dustry level between workers and 
employers. This makes workers ask 
themselves whether it is worthwhile 
belonging to a trade union at all, 
since their participation is not re-
quired to obtain wage settlements. 
National agreements, therefore, ten 
to w»aken tr°de unj'^ '-m arid t r 

union loyalties, which is why some 
of the most far-sighted trade union 
leaders are dubious about the wis-
dom of this step. The Government 
and employers welcome such an 
Agreement, on the other hand, be-
cause it fixes wages for a consider-
able period ahead and ensures that 
the best organised and most militant 
workers receive less than they would 
otherwise be able to get. 

As Inflation in Ireland gets worse 
and worse, it is very likely that op-
position to the National Agreement 
will show itself very strongly before 
the first year of the Agreement Is 
over. There is a clause in the agree-
ment designed to take some account 
of the effects of rising prices. This 
says that in the second phase of 
the Agreement, which comes into 
effect aft"- , r there wl'l be 
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WHY WORKER FIGHTS WORKER 
\ N Y O N E l o o k i n g in upon 

B e l f a s t a n d i t s po l i t i c s f r o m 
o u t s i d e , a n d t h i n k i n g a b o u t 
t h e m a n d t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e m in 
t e r m s of " t h e w o r k i n g c lass and 
t r a d e u n i o n m o v e m e n t , " m u s t be 
p r e p a r e d f o r a f e w jo l t s if h e 
e x p e c t s t o find t h e l a w s of class 
conf l i c t . a s c o n v e n t i o n a l l y con-
c e i v e d , o p e r a t i n g in t h e s a m e 
w a y a s t h e y g e n e r a l l y do in an 
a d v a n c e d i n d u s t r i a l d e m o c r a c y . 

Part icularly, Bri t ish t rade union-
ists who really wish to understand 
the complex political difficulties fac-
ing class-conscious t rade unionists 
in the six counties mus t first try to 
g rasp the reasons for the woeful 
t r u t h tha t working class politics in 
Bel fas t are like working class poli-
tics nowhere else. 

For instance, despite Belfast 's 
highly-concentrated industrial work-
ing class, t h a t compulsion which 
arises out of t rade union and work-
ing class activity to provide inde-
penden t leadership in the political 
sphere is almost totally absent. All 
efforts to provide it have failed. We 
have never evfen had a moderate-
socialist type qf Labour Par ty which 
has h a d any success, or any hope of 
success. 

Why? Sectarianism is undoubtedly 
something Brit ish t rade unionists 
have heard of. Religious animosity 
and all tha t . And it exists, all right. 
But to accept i ts existence as a 
glib, easy and satisfactory explana-
t ion of the problem is to accept the 
irrat ional . Unless we are to believe 
t h a t it is quite na tu r a l for workers 
to fight, and sometimes even shoot 
each other on account of religion, 
t h e n the real question must ob-
viously be: Why is there sectarian-
ism? 

The explanation which must be 
grasped, to obtain a real under-
standing of the problem, is that a 
political system exists in the six 
counties which is founded upon 
sectarianism. It needs sectarianism 
to sustain it, and its continued ex-
istence perpetuates sectarianism. 
^ p H E system, to put it bluntly, is 

^ called Brit ish rule. Whether 
direct or th rough local political 
agents , the sectar ian system has 
been coddled and protected by 
successive Brit ish Governments, 
both Tory and Labour. Because of 
i ts fai lure to oppose Tory policies 
towards Ireland, and its acquies-
ence in the upholding of the sec-
t a r i an system, the British trade 
union movement must share some 
of the blame for the ugly and bitter 
n a t u r e of the conflict in the six 
counties today. 

T h e accusation tha t they could 
be anyway to blame for bigotry 
and sectarianism in "Ulster" may 
appear far-fetched to some British 
union leaders. If so, it may be be-
cause they have always taken such 
a far-off view of the problem, and 
wished it wasn ' t there. 

We who are on the receiving end 
in the six counties, however, know 
too well the widespread bitterness 
caused by the fai lure of the British 
labour movement to face up to the 
problem which is its responsibility. 
T h a t fai lure could be counted as 
one of the most impor tan t factors 
leading to the present I.R.A. cam-
paign of violence. When the voice 
of t he most democratic section ol 
Br i t i sh society is silent—with a few 
notable and well-known exceptions— 
the resul tan t f rus t ra t ion can only 
encourage the view t h a t "you'll get 
no th ing out of England except by 
violent methods." 

BUT how does Bri t ish rule cause 
sectarianism? How does it pro-

duce the great Protestant-Catholic 
conflict along political lines? There 
are two simple explanations. 

Firs t , the defenders of imperial 
rule themselves tu rned its mainten-
ance into a "religious matter , ' in-
sist ing t h a t Pro tes tan ts must cling 
to Br i ta in for their safety and their 
benefit ." Being "Protes tant and 

Br i t i sh" is the kernel of the sectar-
ian doctrine. This politico-religious 
dogma is at the root of all sectarian 
s t r i fe in the six counties. 

Second, imperial rule, as par t of 
its divide-and-conquer policy, has 
always accorded a position of privi-
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A searchlight on the system of sectarianism 

lege to the Protestant people, as a 
means of buying them off. Privileges, 
both imaginary and real, are in fact 
granted to workers merely on 
account of their being Protestants. 
This political policy is at the root 
of the well-known and widespread 
religious discrimination in employ-
ment. 

V y H A T effect, in practice, do 
these politico-religious con-

flicts and the praatice of discrimi-
nat ion have within industry itself, 
and within the trade union move-
ment? 

First of all, it must be appreciated 
that the ghetto system which keeps 
Protestant and Catholic workers 
living in their own "quarter" has a 
parallel of sorts in industry. There 
are Targe industrial enterprises 
which are exclusively "Protestant," 
or almost so, and smaller firms 
which may employ mainly Catho-
lics. 

There are exceptions, of course, 
just as there are still some "mixed" 
residential working class areas (al-
though gett ing fewer every day). 
There are some large firms well 
"mixed," but these instances do not 
alter the general pat tern. 

The factual position, if it could 
be set out, would provide an ex-
tremely impor tant social statistic. 
But the t rade union movement, 
which is in the best position to dis-
cover the facts, has never made a n 
a t t empt a t such an analysis. To do 
so would be regarded as "introducing 
sectarianism." And, paradoxically, 
if any a t t empt were made to con-
duct a survey of tha t sort, it would 
probably be resented as "sectarian" 
most of all by the Protes tant 
workers who benefit from the actual 
sectarian practice—probably f rom 
an instinctive fear of being found 
out. 

Broadly, however, it may be said 
tha t employment in the better-paid 
skilled t rades is predominantly Pro-
testant, while the Catholic propor-
tion increases as employment be-
comes more of a semi-skilled na ture 
and in labouring jobs. By their 
trade you can of ten tell them, more 
easily t h a n by their names. If a m a n 
is a boilermaker or a shipyard 
plumber, caulker or rivetter, or a 
sheetmetal worker, the odds are 
tha t he is a Protestaj i t . When you 
come to fitters, it is more doubtful. 
And bakery workers, due to the geo-
graphical location of the big 
bakeries in Belfast , are about half-
and-half. Indeed, in Belfast there 
are people who would jump to con-
clusions about your political sympa-
thies on the basis of whether you 
eat "Pro tes tan t " or "Cathol ic" 
bread. 

And, as a broad picture, tha t does 
not exclude, however, the possibility 
tha t Belfast Corporation, say, might 
give preference to a Protestant who 
needed a job brushing the streets. 

Two of the biggest engineering 
firms in Belfast are Mackies foundry 
and the Sirocco works. One of them 
is in the hea r t of a Catholic area, 
and the other on the fringes of an-
other Catholic area. The entire 
workforce of one is, as a deliberate 
mat ter of policy, exclusively Pro-
testant , the other, as a result of 
all the pressures and manipulations 
concomitant with a religiously-
divided working class, has become 
almost exclusively Protestant , if not 
totally so. 

One of Belfast ' s largest bakeries 
also applies a rigid, managerial 
policy of no t employing Catholics. 
And before the decline of the old 
textile industry, t he pa t te rn of em-
ployment even on the Falls Road 
was t h a t the ent i re workforce of 
mill girls and factory workers (i.e., 
spinners and weavers) would be 
Catholic while office jobs and man-
agerial positions would be exclusively 
Protestant . 

The positlorf at the shipyard is 

well known. Out of a workforce of 
over 8,000 there are only a few hun-
dred Catholics employed (300 was 
the last figure publicly suggested), 
and most of them are in the more 
menial jobs. Some of the old craft 
union trades quite deliberately ex-
clude Catholics. 

S P H E R E is a part icular ly interest-
ing division a t Belfast docks, 

which are divided both geographic-
ally and politically, into the deep 
sea docks (ocean-going ships) and 
the cross-channel • docks. The cross-
channel section is controlled by the 
British-based Transpor t Workers 
(11/10 branch) a n d the deep sea by 
t h e Irish Transpor t Workers' Union. 

T h e cross-channel section offers 
the most highly-lucrative employ-
ment , and draws largely on a Pro-
t e s t an t workforce. When the selec-
tive policy of excluding Catholics, 
as practised by the union branch, is 
criticised, the reply is usually to 
point at the deep sea docks and 
re tor t tha t they employ no Pro-
tes tants . A P ro te s t an t docker, of 
course, has no need to seek employ-
m e n t there, when his religion offers 
h im a better chance fu r ther up the 
quay. 

Thus we have a n example of the 
c ream even of one "labouring" sec-
tor of industry being captured for 
one section of t h e working class on 
the basis of religion. And from the 
example, it should be readily under-
stood how the division of the 
workers in this way permits the 
ascendancy of ultra-right-wing re-
act ion in the sphere of politics. 
Class solidarity a n d uni ted action 
a re virtually precluded by the 
system. 

I F the sectarian problem con-
J - sisted merely of mutua l dislike 
or ant ipa thy between workers on 
account of different religious be-
liefs, it would be ridiculous. I t could 
not, in fact, exist—if t h a t was all 
the re were to it. Identical class in-
terests would overshadow such in-
substant ia l prejudice. 

The sectarian divide is, rather, 
based upon actual privilege for one 
section. The Protestant workers thus 
constitute a sort of aristocracy of 
labour. Either consciously or in-
stinctively, they tend to react to 
defend their position. The idea of 
"letting the Catholics in" is often 
seen as a direct and actual threat 
to their livelihood. 

T h a t explains the curiosity by 
which even English Catholics, whose 
"loyalty" could not be in doubt, are 
sometimes subject to the full brunt 
of discrimination. T h e resulting, 
deeply-ingrained ghet to community 
sense, aided by political and religious 
symbolism, and the belief tha t they 
have in fact something tangible to 
defend, also explains the fact t h a t 
expressions of anti-Catholic bigotry 
a re the most uninhibi ted and viru-
lent in Protes tant working class 
areas, while middle class Unionists 
feel free to mouth vague sent iments 
of a "loftier" sort. 

Within the factories and work-
shops, this sense of having a 
special position is expressed poli-
tically by Protes tant workers who, a t 
cer ta in times of t h e year and some-
times all year round, decorate walls 
and work-benches with portrai ts of 
the queen and Unionist heroes, 
Union Jacks and other "Protes tan t" 
symbols of a sectar ian nature. This 
form of demonstrat ion is intended 
to convey to any qptholics in the 
place the firm message to remember 
who is the upper-dog. 

Needless to say, if anyone dared 
to display an Irish flag or any 
symbol remotely suspect as national-
istic, there would be a riot find 
skulls would be broken. 
I T PON the basis of this flrmly-
" entrenched sectarianism within 

industry is founded the "Loyalist 
Association of Workers" (with its 
loaded Initials, LAW), which is led 

official. LAW has been associated 
in many activities with the semi-
fascist Vanguard movement led by 
the Unionist lawyer and politician. 
Bill Craig, whose political pro-
gramme calls f rankly for the 
"destruct ion" and "el imination" of 
the "rebellious minority." By < (re-
bellious minority" Vanguard has 
made it clear it means the Catholic 
population. 

Hull has boasted that he could 
stop industry from Derry to Newry 
any time he wished, just by giving 
the order. The truth is that he pro-
bably could. And the tragedy is that 
the trade union movement could 
probably do nothing to prevent it. 
| r P H E legitimate t rade union move-

ment , and any real socialist 
movement in the six counties, are 
thus seen to be at a p e r m a n e n t dis-
advantage in a political s i tuat ion in 
which class interests a re overridden 
by sectar ianism and the big political 
issue associated with sectarianism— 
namely Bri t ish rule. 

Despite the disadvantages, or 
maybe because of the acu te nature 
of them, the six-county labour move-
ment has , however, produced a 
greater proportion of individual 
radicals, both Protes tant and Catho-
lic, t h a n is common even in Eng-
land. I n action, on the o ther hand, 
they a re severely handicapped by 
the alleged "need" for the trade 
unions to remain officially "above 
politics" — especially on political 
questions concerning the effects of 
Brit ish rule. 

Leaders of considerable courage 
have emerged who have spoken out 
unequivocally on issues of immedi-
ate urgency—and survived. Particu-
larly praiseworthy have been the 
efforts of members of Be l fas t t rades 
council on behalf of t he civil r ights 
movement—although o ther brave 
men in the leadership of other 
unions got into very hot water with 
their members for voting funds to 
the Civil Rights Association. The 
former D.A.T.A., now a b ranch of 
the A.U.E.W., provided an example 
of this. 

It 's a lot tougher for t he boys on 
the factory floor—the shop stewards 
and conveners. High principles won't 
protect you there. There have been 
examples of factory convenors who 
have t aken a strong line against 
sectarianism within the works, and 
who have opposed Billy Hulls LAW, 
and who have been promptly de-
posed and replaced. 
i r p H E official policy of the nor thern 

committee of the I r ish Congress 
of Trade Unions is s t rongly anti-
sectarian and, in principle, opposed 
to discrimination. It vigorously pro-
motes the ideal of non-sectarianism 
in the best t rade union tradit ion— 
aloof f rom all political questions 
which cause sectarianism. 

It is interest ing to no te how two 
actual actions on the non-sectar ian 
f ront were effected by t h e official 
union leadership. T h e boast has 
been t h a t t he unions kept bigotry 
out of the shipyard, or a t least pre-
vented the "interruption of normal 
working" by riots and pogroms. How 
did it succeed? 

When th rea t s of driving the few 
hundred Catholic workers out were 
first hea rd last year, t he union 
leaders went s t ra ight to t h e manage-
ment and obtained a pledge tha t 
any such activity would m e a n in-
s tant dismissal for the perpetrators . 

Again, t he unions have been press-
ing the Bri t ish regime to inst i tute a 
court to preside over fa i r employ-
ment practices and guard against 
religious discrimination. And it 
looks as if they might get such a 
court. Fa i r enough. But in each in-
stance they acted, not by seeking 
mass support , but by direct ap-
proaches to those in power and 
authori ty over the workers. 
i rPHUS, within the restr ic t ions im-

posed by Britain 's sectarian-
by Bill Hull, a shipyard trade union orientated political system, the 

t r ade union leadership may be said 
to be doing their best—which is not 
much. Like the soldiers who t h e 
English newspapers say are "doing 
a magnificent job m very difficult 
circumstances," the union leaders 
arc doing a fair ly mediocre job 111 
almost impossible conditions. 

The re are m a n y silent voices 
within the movement trying to do 
good works. Many of the positive 
th ings they do, they must do in 
secret. They are the silent heroes 
who need the he lp of the Bri t ish 
t rade union movement — which 
should be a f a r more promising 
source of author i ty and power t h a n 
Tory political rulers and boards of 
directors. 

I t is time to stop listening to 
w h a t Belfast t r ade union delegates 
say a t Northern Ireland conferences. 
They say what they must say, or 
a t least r e f r a in f rom saying what 
they know ought to be said. I t is 
t ime the Bri t ish unions tackled the 
problem f rom the point of advanc-
ing both Brit ish and Irish democ-
racy. 
"I T should be clearly understood 

jus t why, in six-county politics, 
t he reflection of classical class 
bat t les (worker versus boss) h a s 
been almost non-existent, simply 
because the predominant issue, 
which superimposes itself on every-
t h i n g else, is a round the question 
of Brit ish rule wi th its division of 
the working class on sectarian lines. 

Because the predominant ques-
tion, in fact, is t he conflict between 
imperial Brit ish rule on the one 
h a n d and the demands of Irish de-
mocracy and self-determination on 
the other, politics will continue to 
revolve around t h e problem of 
achieving a democratic framework 
within which the more customary 
forms of class s t ruggle can be more 
effectively pursued. 

While t ha t question remains un-
solved, there can be little prospect 
of t he development of a mass 
socialist consciousness among the 
workers, since in older to achieve 
class solidarity itself, all the work-
ers would need to be placed "in the 
same boat"—in a situation of poli-
tical equality a n d democracy within 
a normal na t ional framework, r id of 
the baleful influence of privilege 
and divisiveness. 

T h a t is where the British t r ade 
unions must help. Their first 
loyalty must be to British demo-
cracy. The in teres ts of British de-
mocracy can no longer be subordi-
nated to reactionary, minority pres-
sures from this "small corner of t h e 
United Kingdom." 

British and Ir ish democracy 
should complement each other. Anti-
democratic action in Ireland by t h e 
British Government , going unchal-
lenged by the Bri t ish trade union 
movement, can only be damaging to 
democracy in both countries. And 
.should British democracy decide 
t ha t it was its will to grant demo-
cracy to Ireland, there is no reason 
why it should not let its voice be 
heard in an unequivocable manner . 
Noises from semi-fascist quarters in 
Belfast should be n o deterrent. 

FOR the healthy future develop-
ment of the Irish trade union 

movement, and to encourage the 
democratic forces within It, too 
great stress could not possibly bo 
laid on the value of the British 
Labour movement declaring itself 
in favour of a democratic settle-
ment of the entire Irish problem 
on the basis of withdrawing British 
power and proteotlon from a sec-
tarian and divisive system. 

T h e Protes tan t working class, de-
spite its objective position as a so r t 
of aristocracy of labour, does not 
operate the sec ta r ian system itself. 
I t is operated for them—in order to 
shackle them politically. And basic-
ally they are like workers anywhere 
else and share the same Instinctive 
beliefs in equality, albeit within 
distorted limits imposed by the 
system. 

A firm commitment on policy 
f rom the British trade union m o f -
ment would be a first step to assist* 
ing them in casting off the shackles 
of their "privileges" and to liberat-
ing the potentially powerful pro-
gressive forces among them.. a3 
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A MOTHERS LOVES 
A BLESSING 

A N Irish boy was leaving, leaving his native home, 
" Crossing the broad Atlantic, alas, he had to roam, 
And as he was leaving his mother, while standing on the quay, 
She threw her arms around his waist and this to him did say : 

A mother's love's a blessing, no matter where you roam, 
Keep her while she's living, you'll nuiss her when she's gone, 
Lowe her as in childhood, though feeble, old and grey, 
For. you'll never miss your mother's love t i l l she's lying beneath 

the clay. 

A n d as the years go onwards,, I'll settle down in life, 
And choose a nice young colleen and take her for n»y wife, 
A n d as the babes grow older and climb around my knee, 
I ' l l teach them the very same lesson that my mother taught to me: 

COTTAGE BY THE LEE 
"T*IS well I know that often folk keep wond'ring 
* When in my eyes a far-off look they see, 

What it can be, the cause of all my dreaming, 
What is this dream so very dear to me ? 
And truth to tell, 'tis often I go roaming 
In dreams along the road of .memory 
To where my heart wi l l find its consolation 
Within that lovely cottage by the Lee. 

My home sweet home that I so fondly cherish, 
The dear ones there mean everything to me; 
In all this world, if there can be a heaven, 
I'm sure it's in that cottage by the Lee. 

'Tis grand to stand outside that cottage doorway 
And gaze across the cornfields rich and gold, 
To hear the stream go rippling by the meadow 
Or watch the shepherd calling to his fo ld ; 
From down the lane that winds behind the garden 
The blackbird greets the smiling summer morn, 
And as his music echoes o'er the valley 
You smile and Mess the day that you were born. 

Yes* that's my dream, my lovely dream of homeland, 
With "Mary Machree !" and "My Pat, 'tis he!" 

It's soon I found I left my heart behind me 
Within that lovely cottage by the Lee. 

THE FIFTH OF OCTOBER 
THERE'S many a date in history of which the poet sings, 

Of tattta won and battles lost, of emperors and kings; 
Bat the 5th day of October stays in my memory yet, 
IFor the things I saw in Derry Town I never will forget. 

poverty and hardship have long been Ireland's lot, 
some will say that Paddy's land is a place that's best forgot, 

But I'm a true-born Derry man and I've never run away, 
So with the few I joined the queue in the march that fateful day. 

The police came on like bully boys and told us we must cease, 
For Derry Town was not our own for marching where we please; 
And wiser men and better men had given this advice, 
And if we dared to disagree we would pay an awful price. 

And then that gang advanced on us, the tyrant's hireling crew, 
And smiling in their viciousness their sticks and batons drew. 
On the 5th day of October I saw sights that warmed my brain, 
The screams and shouts of injured men, and the awful cries of pain. 

Oh, fools have ruled o'er men before, but always comes a time 
Though beaten low by savage foe from off their knees they climb, 
And woe betide our tyrants when the people's wrath is shown, 
When corruption's laws and despot s cause are forever overthrown. 

Come all you true-born workingmen and list a while to me, 
Th» 5th day of October will always precious be; 
An^ Freedom s torch that Derry lif will kindle far and wide, 
When the. struggle's done and we ve overcome, we can hold our heads 

with pride. 

My Irish ;auntmg car 
| AM an Irish carman and oM Ireland is my home, 
• There's net a spot in all the earth, from it I'd like to roam; 
l i like to treat the stranger and drive him near and far 
To view the sights and scenery from my Iriiit jaunting car. 

Chorus: 
When r ding on my jaunting car, from Roscommon to Kildare 
From Dublin down to Gaatletoar and liomo by. County Olare, 
From Cork to Umortck and Athlone and. rounds by Mullingar, 
You can view the lake* of Millarney from, my Irish Jaunting car. 

THE CONVICT 
OF CLONMEL 
• T r a n s l a t e d I n iv, :k<. T i » 

By 

JAMES JOSEPH C A L L A N A N 

U O W h a r d is my f o r t u n e . 
A n d v a i n m y i e | in i r .g! 

T h e s t r o n g r o p e ul' l a t e 
F o r t h i s y o u n g neck is 

t w i n i n g . 
M y s trength is d e p a r t e d ; 

M y c h e e k s u n k a n d sa l low ; 
W h i l e I l a n g u i s h in chains . 

In the gaol of C l u a n m e a l a * . 

N o boy in t h e v i l l a g e 
Was e v e r y e t m i l d e r , 

I 'd p l a y w i t h a chi ld , 
A n d m y s p o r t w o u l d be wi lde r , 

I 'd d a n c e w i t h o u t t i r i ng 
F r o m m o r n i n g t i l l even , 

A n d t h e g o a l - b a l l I'd s t r ike 
To t h e l i g h t n i n g of heaven . 

At m y bed - foo t decay ing . 
M y h u r l b a t is ly ing. 

T h r o u g h t h e b o y s of t h e v i l lage 
M y goa l -ba l l is f lying : 

M y ho r se ' m o n g t h e n e i g h b o u r s 
N e g l e c t e d m a y fal low.— 

W h i l e I p i n e in m y chains 
In t h e gao l of C l u a n m e a l a . 

N e x t S u n d a y t h e pa t ron 
A t h o m e w i l l b e keep ing 

A n d t h e y o u n g ac t i ve h u r l e r s 
T h e field w i l l be sweep ing . 

W i t h t h e d a n c e of f a i r m a i d e n s 
T h e e v e n i n g t hey ' l l ha l low, 

W h i l e th i s h e a r t , once so gay , 
S h a l l be cold in C l u a n m e a l a . 

Bard of Armagh 
i vH! listen to the lay oi a poor 

Irish harper. 
And scorn not the s t ra ins oi his 

old withered hands ; 
Bin remember those f ingers they 

once could move sharper , 
in raising the merry s t ra ins of his 

clear native land. 

It was long before the shamrock 
dear isle's lovely emblem. 

Was crushed in its beauty by the 
Saxon's lion paw, 

And all the pretty colleens around 
m e would gather, 

Call me their bold Phelim 
Brady, the Bard of Armagh. 

How I love to muse on the days of 
my boyhood. 

T h o u g h four score a n d three 
years have fled by then; 

I t 's king's sweet reflection that every 
young joy, 

For the merry-hearted boys make 
the best of old men. 

At a fair or a wake I could twist 
my shillelagh, 

And trip through a dance with 
my brogues tied with straw; 

There all the pret ty maidens 
.i round me would gather , 

Call me their bold Phelim Brady, 
the Bard of Armagh. 

In t ru th I have wandered th is wide 
world over, 

Y<-t Ireland's my home and a 
dwelling for me; 

And. oh. let the turf t h a t my old 
bones shall cover, 

Be cut f rom the land t h a t is trod 
by the free. 

And when serjeant death in his 
cold arms doth embrace me 

And lull me to sleep with my old 
Erin go-bragh; 

By the side of my Kathleen, my 
dear pride, oh, place me, 

Then forget Phelim Brady, the 
Bard of Armagh. 

some »eodie new for scenery, go far across the main, 
Te view the sights and wonders of Italy and 9pain) 
But H naturete.beauties could command, they would not go so far, 
• M . thetfd-stay at home and have a ride on my. Irish jaunting car. 

OM> Ireland nan*, tor scenes to view commands I he poet's pen, 
And< Ireland on th» battlefield can produoa the beet of men, 
ft* nature, and humanity are IreUnd'e flUMtfn* star, 
So stay at hem* and. drive with me on my, Irish jaunting car. 

IRELAND, BOYS, HURRAH 
Q E E P in Canadian woods we've met, 

From one bright island flown; 
Great is the land we tread, but yet 

Our hearts are wi th our own. 
And ere we leave this shanty small, 

Whi le fades the autumn day, 
We'll toast old I re land! dear old Ireland! 

Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

We've heard her faults a hundred times, 
The new ones and the old, 

In songs and sermons, rants and rhymes, 
Enlarged some fiftyrfold. 

But take them all, the great and small, 
And this we've got to say :— 

Here's dear old Ireland ! good old Ireland ! 
Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

We know that brave and good men tried 
To snap her rusty chain, 

The patriots suffered, martyrs died, 
And ail, 'tis said, in vain : 

But no boy, no! a glance wi l l show 
How far they've won their w a y -

Here's good old Ireland ! loved old Ireland ! 
Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

We've seen the wedding and the wake, 
The pattern and the f a i r ; 

And lithe young frames at the dear old games 
In the kindly Irish air ; 

And the loud "Hurroo", we have heard it too, 
And a thundering "Clear the way!" 

Here's gay old Ireland ! dear old Ireland ! 
Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

And well wc know in cool grey eyes, 
When the hard day's work is o'er, 

How soft and sweet are the words that greet 
The friends who meet once more: 

Wi th "Mary.MacJiree !" and " M y Pat, 'tis he !" 
And "My own heart night and day,!" 

Oh, fond oM Ireland ! dear old Ireland ! 
Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

But deep in Canadian woods, we've met, 
And we may never see again 

The dear old isle where our hearts are set 
And our first fond hopes remain ! 

But c o m e , fill up another cup, 
And wi th e v e r y . g u p l e t ' s s a y : 

"Here's l oved o l d l r o l M d ! good old Ireland ! 
Ireland, boys, Hurrah ! 

CLARES 
DRAGOONS 

WHEN, on Ramillies' bloody 
field, 

The baffled French were forced 
to yield, 

The victor Saxon backward reeled 
Before the charge of Clares 

Dragoons, 
The flags we conquered in that fray 
Look lone in Ypres' choir, they say, 
We'll win them company today, 
Or bravely die like Clare's Dragoons. 

Viva la, for Ireland's wrong! 
Viva la, for Ireland's right. 
Viva la, in battle throng, 
For a Spanish steed and sabre 

Wight! 

Another Clare is here to leads 
The worthy son of sue h a breed; 
The Freneh expect some famous 

deed, 
When Clare leads on his bold 

dragoons. 
Our Colonel comes from Brian's 

race, 
His wounds are in his breast and 

face, 
The bearna baoghail is still his 

place 
The foremost of his bold dragoons. 

Viva la, the new brigade! 
Viva la, the old one, too! 
Viva la, the rose shall fade, 
And the shamrock shine for 

ever new! 

Oh! Comrades, think how Ireland 
pines, 

Her exiled lords, her rifled shrines, 
Her dearest hope the ordered lines, 
And bursting charge of Clare's 

Dragons, 
Then fling your green flag to the 

sky, 
Be UMERICK! your battlercry, 
And charge, till blood flows fetlock-

high 
Around the track of Clare's 

Dragoons. 
(Chorus) 

THOMAS DAVIS. 

TA1MIN K A N 
Q H A mbeinn tr i leig i bhfar-

raige 
no sleibhte i btifad o thir 

Agus gan aon neach beo' b h e i t h 
in aici Horn 

acih an t-aiteann agus an fraoch 
An sneachta dha sheideadh o 

thus 's o dheas, 
agus an ghaoth dha fhuadach 

dhiom 
Is me a< bheith ag comhra le mo 

Taimin Ban 
's dhiun arbh fhada l iom an 

oiche. 
Isa Mhuire dhilis ceard a dhean-

fas me ? 
Ta an Geimhreadh seo iontach 

fuar ; 
Is a Mhuire dhilis ceard a 

dheanfas 
An teach seo is a bhfuil ann ? 

Nach e an trua anois me bheith 
ag scaruint libh 

Ar thiocht na huaire brea 
's nuair Mieas an chuach ag 

goiriuint 
Is an duil l iur glas ag fas ? 

'gus biodh mo chontra deanta 
agaibh 

as fiorscoth gheal na gclar 
Is ma ta Sean 0 hEidhin i 

Muighinis 
Biodh si deanta ona laimh. 

Biodh mo choe is mo r ib in inti 
go ri-dheas faoi mo cheann 

Agus triur ban og o shleibhtc 
le me chaoineadh as cionn 

clair. 

Is ma bhionn mo chlann sa 
mbaiel agam 

an oiohe a bhfaighfidh me bas 
'gus torro siad go groiuil me 

tri oiche agus tri la. 
Beidh piopai fada geala acu 

agus an ceag 'gus i a bheas l&n 
'gus t iu r faRa id in Mar go M u i g * 

hinis.m<8 
no it; g a r b t i bheas an la. 

'gus goil siar Inse Ghainimh dho 
Beidh an bratach ina gceann ; 

Is na i Leit ir Caltha me, 
Ni l einne ann dhe mo dhroam. 

Ac tugai siar. go Muigh in i * m e 
mart a goaoinf ear me go brea, 

Is beidh soilti ar na Dubhoanai 

i 
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TALES OF 
VIOLENCE 

"The Tears of the Shamrock", 
edited by David Marcus 
(Wolfe, £2.50). 

' T H E R E will be some raising of 
e th ica l eyebrows over the pub-

lication at this time of a volume of 
.short s tor ies all dealing with armed 
conflu in Ireland. Politically, 
some will feel that t he themat ic 
emphas i s on bloodshed comes too 
ciose to supporting the contem-
porary propaganda which represents 
:he breakdown of Brit ish rule in 
the six counties as evidence of 
viciousness in the Irish character . 
A I A J O R I T Y opinion, however, at 
• 1 leas t in the long run, will 

probably welcome as a windfall 
fro m a n ill-wind the ra re event of 
an mthology of t ha t indigenous 
a r fo rm, the Irish short story. 
F rom t h e point of view of literature, 
and part icular ly of the short story 
as developed by Irish writers, with 
its special aptitude for the expres-
sion of private emotion, nat ional 
ca lami ty may touch a great range 
of cho rds : tragedy or comedy, hor-
ror or humour, pathos or farce, 
exh i l a ra t ion or deflation; indeed it 
seems t h a t the only reaction ruled 
out i i moral indignation, which 
yields rhetoric rather t h a n imagina-
tive fiction. 

The Tears of the Shamrock 
chooses f rom all par t s of the 
range. A feeling of confusion and 
waste sha t te r ing the secure com-
monplaces of daily life is evoked by 
Mary Lavin 's story of the pre-1916 
"movement" , ''The Patr io t Son". 
The t h e m e recurs, but with greater 
s tress on . rancour and fear, in John 
Montague ' s "The Cry", set amid en-
demic Orange violence sous Vancien 
reoime. Bryan MacMahon's delight, 
recalling Synge's, in vivid speech 
and charac te r s who soar to heights 
of r o m a n t i c eloquence ' " T h e King's 
Asleep in the Ground" > forms a 
memorab le contrast with the re-
s t r a ined truthfulness of Michael 
McLaver ty ' s "The Pigeons". 

I N a selection rich in contrasts 
1 t he shared quality comes from 

knowledge of Irish life and charac-
ter. In "The Mountain Tavern" 
Liam O'PIaherty falls on his theme 
with characteristic abandonment , 
wi thout thought of irony, moral or 
satire. At another extreme Sean 
O 'Faola in ' s "The Pa t r io t" carries 
the r eade r backward and forward 
in t ime as in a compressed bio-
graphical novel. 

Few of the masters of the genre 
are unrepresented, for the simple 
reason t h a t this has been so fa r 
a bloody century for the Irish. A 
few of the stories—Denis Johnston 's 
or J i m Phelan 's for example—touch 
only obliquely on mat te r s of life 
and d e a t h , and are therefore even 
more incongruously yoked than the 
o thers under the selection's absurd 
title. Ye t this must be reckoned 
a no tewor thy assembly of material 
ranging in date f rom Daniel 
Corkery 's "The Ember" <written in 
the 'thirties, though the subtitle 
describes the stories as "contem-
porary") to T6m Mclntyre ' s "An 
Aspect of the Rising", which might 
stand a s an example of the most 
adventurously experimental work 
bein^ done by the young writers of 
the 'seventies. 

M> 

THE ENEMY IS IMPERIALISM 
in? Lnemy," by Felix Greene. 

(Jonathan Cape, 341 nn 
£2.40). 

^ U B T I T L E D " N o t e , on im-
per ia l i sm a n d r e v o l u t i o n . " 

t ins hook is a n a m b i t i o u s s t u d y 
of capi ta l i s t i m p e r i a l i s m , by a 
wide ly - t r a v e l l e d E n g l i s h m a n , 
most ly r e s i d e n t in the U n i t e d 
States, a n d o n e g a t h e r s a 
m e m b e r of i t s "New L e f t " 
(war t s and a l l ) . 

The s t a r t i n g - p o i n t is a s t u d y 
of A m e r i c a n society, i ts soil 
erosion, p o l l u t i o n , w a s t e oi re-
sources a m i d p o v e r t y , d e p r i v a -
t ion and d i s ea se , its i n c r e d i b l y 
cor rup t r u l i n g class, w a x i n g f a t 
on war o r d e r s , wh i l e c r i m e a n d 
violence, r a c i a l ha t r ed , d r u g ad-
diction, " d i s o r i e n t a t i o n , a p a t h y 
and despa i r " b r e a k t h r o u g h t h e 
hect ic e x c i t e m e n t s of t he m a s s 
media , b o o s t i n g w h a t is as r igh t , 
and u rg ing t h e one ou t l e t in— 
consumpt ion . 

It is an u g l y p ic ture , a n d o n e 
canno t d o u b t t h a t Mr. G r e e n e 
de tes t s it t h r o u g h and t h r o u g h . 

But this is t he richest country in 
the world! T h e next chapters show 
the historical growth of capitalist 
imperialism and how the United 
States became the inheritor of the 
previous empires. Incidentally, how-
ever. he remarks that in 1961 Eng-

land's foreign investments were a-
high as 57 per cent of those of the 
U.S.A.. and tha t consequently the 
population of England possesses a 
level of foreign investments per 
head far greater than any other 
population in the world. 

•"THE methods adopted, through in-
vestment, foreign aid and other 

devices to render the colonial and 
semi-colonial world even more im-
poverished, the manipulat ion of the 
terms of trade, currency devalua-
tion. etc.. are then described. 

There are sections on neo-
colonialism. the conversion oi Eng-
land, France and Holland into satel-
lite imperialisms, and on the vast 
military appara tus t ha t is required 
to sustain the capitalist colossus. No 
less than 56 per cent of the Ameri-
can national budget is assigned to 
the Pentagon. 

The indictment is vigorous and 
the case convincing. "Young Ameri-
cans are ignoring cliches and pre-
tence and the demands of a phoney 
"patriotism" and are facing the 
realities of American life and they 
don't like what they see." 

I V ^ H E N Mr. Greene deals with 
' " the struggle against imperia 1-

ism it seems, however, to this re-
viewer, tha t there is something lack-
ing. One cannot put one's finger on 
it immediately. The personal in-
dignation agains t the system is 
there. But w:here does the author 

s tand V One comes across quotation -
f rom Marx that are not acknow-
ledged, though the acknowledged 
references display an extraordinary 
eclecticism. 

One would expect the appeai to 
be m a d e to the mighty trade union 
movement of the west, the only 
force s t rong enough to shake capi-
ta l is t governments and blow them 
"off course" as strongly as inter-
na t iona l money movements. But the 
appea l is ra ther to the individual 
conscience, to the intellectual seek-
ing his own spiritual salvation. Thus 
the last chapter is "Where do I 
come in?" Not what should the 
organised Labour movement do. And 
those held up as examples are not 
t he t r ade unionists but the "young 
mi l i t an t s" who one reflects saved 
Gaul l ism in France and saved 
Unionism in Northern Ireland, not 
t h r o u g h their intentions, which were 
good, but through their indisciplined 
ul tra- lef t ism. 

T h e r e is something immature 
a n d personal in Mr. Greene's ap-
proach. and it is not helped by the 
loose writing and oft uneasy 
syntax. 

T H U S on page 171 we read: 
' "History does not offer us a 

single example of an elite volun-
tari ly giving up its position of power 
and privilege. Their overthrow can 
be accomplished only by force." I t 
sounds all right but—what is an 
elite? A class? A section of a class? 
He is speaking of the particular cir-

c u m s t a n c ot imperial!- ' absolut: 
in colonial countries. Maybe in 
these circumstances force may fo>» 
the only solution. But dare one in-
volve all history? Have no classes 
ever capitulated to circumstances 
tha t ret used to capitulate to class 
enemies? Hoes history in fact pre-
sent the clear alternatives implied 
in the sha rp dilemma of the quoted 
passage? Ls the mat te r being pre-
sented in the r ight way? 

It is not surpr is ing therefore tiuv 
we are told t ha t power proceed* 
from the barrel of a gun. Or tha t in 
"liberal" England or the United 
states a period of Fascist terror is 
inevitable. I confess to believing tha t 
united action can prevent it. 

As with so much of "left" writing 
there is throughout a sense of per-
sonal apocalypse. Repeatedly the 
role of the subjective is exaggerated 
We are even told "the initial 
bat t le needs to be fought within 
ourselves." But the battle is raging 
outside already and that , not "our-
selves" is the s ta r t ing point. 

A T the same time this is a book 
A * c rammed with sharp insights, 
somewhat reminiscent of the days 
of the '30's when members of the 
middle class were moving rapidly, 
almost explosively towards socialism 
and communism, finding their own 
way, and giving many a scintillation 
as they went along the path. 

The book is interest ing and should 
be read 

F E I C R E A N A C H . 

The corpse still twitching Strongbow to the Tudors 
"How Stormont Fell", by Henry 

Kelly (Gill and Macmillan, 
50p). 

i rpHE colophon of this book, with 
its nominal roll of the Stor-

mont legislature as of March 28th, 
1972, reads like a tombstone over a 
mass grave. Henry Kelly has per-
formed his funerea l office, autopsy 
rather than obituary, with the 
competence fami l ia r to readers of 
the Irish Times. 

The system had been an uncon-
scionable t ime a-dying. A mon-
strous birth, i t had been over-
indulged in in fancy and in matur i ty 
had exhibited such vices tha t even 
its mother, never sqeamish, dearly 
wished to disown it. In the end she 
was forced to strangle it and at 
the time of wri t ing is seeking des-
perately to dispose of the still 
twitching corpse. 

T Z E Y events and phases are 
^ marked in the narra t ive: 
Craig's a t tack on C.R. marchers in 
Derry, October, '68; the punit ive 
forays by t h e R.U.C. in the Bogslde 
and the B-Specials in Divis Street, 
followed by t h e arrival of troops, 
August, '69; Cal laghan 's confidence 
trick of u t ter ing reassuring phrases 
to the minori ty when he had no 
plans to enforce significant reforms; 
the Army's switch to aggression 
against Catholics as soon as Hea th 
came to power; the Hunt report ; 
Faulkner's accession to the premier-
ship, followed by his announcement 
tha t soldiers were licensed to kill 
on suspicion, t h e n by the refusal to 

investigate the deaths of Seamus 
Cusack and Desmond Beat ty and 
by the Opposition's withdrawal in 
Parliament. T h e seal was now set 
on Stormont 's doom; internment, 
the Compton report and Bloody 
Sunday served to fix the date. 

Through these and other events 
Mr. Kelly traces a cha in of in-
evitability like tha t of a Greek 

• tragedy. He has evidently enjoyed 
access to uncommonly "well-
informed sources", which he inter-
prets perceptively, for example, in 
his assessment of Vanguard 's con-
tribution to the debacle. The 
operatic na ture of t h e Ormeau 
Park rally of March 18th, with its 
quaint evocation of Hitler a t 
Nuremberg, convinced Her Majesty's 
Government, still d i ther ing over a 
foregone conclusion, t h a t realistic 
resistance was not to be feared from 
tha t quarter. 

n P H E Provisionals a re given the 
main credit for the delivery of 

the coup de graoe. Th i s is beyond 
dispute, especially as they alone 
(and Kevin St. S inn Fein) willed 
the demise of the Par l iamentary 
system. But Mr. Kelly's unsym-
pathetic account of the role played 
by the SD.L.P. seems to me to 
underest imate the urgency with 
which they had to make decisions 
and the near impossibility of keep-
ing a political footing as the com-
munity reeled under the blows 
inflicted bv the Army. 

S.T. 

MORE ABOUT THE M A N IN THE PARK 
"Irish Statesman and Rebel: 

The Two Lives of Eamonn 
de Valera", by Bill Severn 
(Bailey, £1.50). 

' T H E R E is noth ing in th i s 
l a t e s t biography of t h e 

p r e s i d e n t of the Irish R e p u b l i c 
(Whose i ^ t r o n y m i c i s w r o n g l y 
c a p i t a l i s e d in the t i t l e and 
t h r o u g h o u t ) which h a s n o t been 
c o v e r e d by Dorothy M a c a r d l e , 
Lord Longford / T h o m a s P. 
O'Ne i l l , and others. It is 
nevertheless a useful summary 
of-the 55 years in public life, 21 
of them as head of government 
and 14 as head of State, of one 
Of ' the most impress ive figures 
of t h i s century. 

Mr. Severn pays due at tent ion to 
the contrast between the complexity 
of De Valera 's Intellect and the 
simplicity of h i s tastes. The bio-
graphy is m u c h more eulogistic 
t han critical, and the account of 
political events is therefore neces-
sarily selective. There Ls for 
example a ful l t rea tment of the for-
mation of t h e first D&ll which 
makes no ment ion of the democratic 
programme, presumably because 
Dev's lukewarm Interest in social 
reform In 1919 ls less to his credit 
than his astuteness In dealing with 
the Bfltlsh and the glory of his 
American tour a f t e r his escape f rom 
Lincoln gaol. 

The book is well written, with 
very few lapses like "the august 
majesty of t h e Crown" (p. 78). 

After one a t t empt a t translation 
(Fianna Fall = warriors of Ireland) 
Mr. Severn wisely confines himself 
to English words, always referring 
to the Taolseach as the Prime 
Minister. So well-knit a biography 
may be enjoyed_ by readers who do 
not believe with the au thor tha t De 
Valera the politician always acted 
wisely and Justly. Some of this 
American writer's respect for his 
illustrious subject may even take 
root in unsympathet ic hearts, 
soothing away old rancour. I 
always finish a biography of this 
amazing man regretting that so few 
glimpses are given of that Intrigu-
ing, elusive personality, Sin&id 
Bean De Valera. 

EAVANN CONOR. 

"The Lordship of Ireand in the 
Middle Ages", by J. F. Lydon 
(Gill & Macmillan, £3.50). 

r r H R O U G H O U T this book Dr. 
Lydon has more or less con-

sistently kept his sights on t h e 
genera l reader, tha t cultural hypo-
thes is wistfully wooed in many a 
foreword and then forgot ten once 
t h e learned chapters are under way. 
T h e s tudent proper will regret the 
absence of an index and a biblio-
graphy, though he too is included 
in the author's^stated aim of involv-
ing the reader | p the period between 
the arrival of Strongbow and t h a t 
of Henry VIII. The involvement 
is achieved mainly by the weaving 
of a vast historical tapest ry 
thematical ly arranged to emphasise 
the origins of Irish society and,, 
inst i tut ions. 

T h e growth ' of a representat ive 
Pa r l i amen t is traced f rom a series 
of ad-hoc meetings of Norman 
set t lers in the 13th century, th rough 
the formal assertion of legislative 
independence in 1460, to the sur ren-
der of tha t independence in Poyn-
ing 's Parl iament of 1495. This is 
only one of many themes in the 
book, which presents a clear outline 
of a rich, variegated society com-
posed of two distinct cul tures 
ne i the r of which fully assimilated 
the other. Another theme is t he 
evolving system of government in 
the colony as feudalism was forcibly 
imposed on almost three-quarters of 
the territory of Ireland before 1250, 
t h e n checked by Gaelic resistance 
a n d administrative weakness, and 
dr iven back on the Pale t h rough 
the two following centuries. 

A GRICULTURE, foreign trade, 
the church, education and 

literature come under scrutiny, the 
evidence being drawn from a great 
variety of sources such as annals 
(both Irish and Anglo-Irish), manor 
rolls, charters, wills, cartularies, 
episcopal decrees and rentals. The 
general reader comes so well out of 
the encounter with this book that 
he can afford to Indulge the author 
in hie detailed description of the 
financial dealings between English 
kings and their agents in Ireland. 
Frankly, I did not find them excite 
Ing, though I was fascinated to 
learn that the colony was for a 
long time run at a loss. 

Although the book tells little 
about people who are not barons, 
chieftains, prelates or state digni-

taries, the ampli tude of the subject-
mat ter ensures profitable reading. 
Evidence is given of a Gaelic 
nat ionalism in the 14th century, 
and of a growing antagonism 
throughout the Middle Ages be-
tween the English and the Anglo-
Irish ruling classes. Thus we espy 
the origins of many of the tensions 
of post-Tudor I re land: the Crom-
wellian confiscations, Gaelic and 
Anglo-Irish support for the Jacobite 
cause and the demand for an 
independent Parliament at the tod 
of the 18th century assume greater 
significance a f t e r a reading of this 
interesting work. 

EAVANN CONOR. 

IRISH 'FAUST' 
'The Captains and the Kings," 

by Jennifer Johnston. (Ham-

ish Hamilton, £1.75). 

I N mainly dramatic form (fittingly 
for the first novel of Denis 

Johnston's playwright daughter) 
"The Captains and the Kings" re-
presents an old man resorting to 
reckless folly in a subconscious at-
tempt to heal the emotional paraly-
sis resulting from his loveless life. 
The attempt succeeds at no greater 
cost to the disillusioned Charles 
Prendergast than the loss of what 
he most despises, the good opinion 
of the righteous. 

The writer's skill is most evident 
in the depiction of the bewildering 
effect of loneliness and old age, 
especially the sustained suggestion 
of the uncertain frontier between 
sleep and waking over which the 
minds of the old and ill tend to 
wander. 

Although this novel of the Big 
House has its witless, vicious 
peasants and a magisterial parish 
priest, we are far from the world 
of Maria Edgeworth and Charles 
Lever. There is a cunning satire, so 
unobtrusive as perhaps to escape 
readers unversed in 19th century 
Irish history, of the decay, the nos-
talgia and the residual arrogance of 
a group of Wicklow-based Anglos, 
relics of what senator W. B. Taats 
so absurdly called "one of the f i e a t 
stocks of Europe." 

S.T. 



THE I R I S H D E M O C R A T 
September, 1972 

UN/TY C.A. IS LOOKING FOR £1,500 
RESOLUTION 

PASSED 
FOLLOWING Mr. white-

law 's invas ion of the " n o 
g o " areas, a meet ing of I r ish 
o rgan i sa t i ons was hast i ly 
convened in London, and met 
a t the Conno l l y Assoc ia t ion 
o f f i ces on Sunday, A u g u s t 
6 th . The f o l l o w i n g s ta tement 
was agreed, and it is hoped 
t ha t it w i l l serve as a basis 
for reso lu t ions to br ing pres-
sure to bear on Mr. Wh i t e -
law. C lann na hEireann held 
i ts commi t t ee on the same 
day , but w a s represented by 
an ind iv idua l member. 

T h e i m m e d i a t e si tuation in 
t h e six c o u n t i e s of N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d r e m a i n s dangerous and 
diff icult but , desp i t e the divided 
s t a t e of the opponen t s of Tory-
i sm and Un ion i sm for civil 
r ights , and po l i t i ca l and econo-
m i c progress , r ea l concessions 
h a v e been w o n which show 
w h a t could be won by the 
a c h i e v e m e n t of a united move-
m e n t . F o r example , the deci-
sion of the Eng l i sh G o v e r n m e n t 
t o hold the n e x t local e lect ions 
u n d e r the s y s t e m of p ropor -
t i ona l representation and to re-
s t r i c t the h o l d i n g of a rms by 
Union is t e x t r e m i s t s are e x a m -
ples of w h a t can be achieved 
even by a m o v e m e n t h a m p e r e d 
by divisions. 

W h a t is n o w requi red is a 
n e w cease-fire a n d the open ing 
of t a lk s on t h e fu tu r e of t h e 
six count ies in which all i n t e r -
e s t ed par t ies , inc luding the re-
publ ican , civil r ights, and La -
b o u r m o v e m e n t s should be re-
p resen ted . 

To m a k e th i s possible the Wes t -
m i n s t e r G o v e r n m e n t should :— 
1. End i n t e r n m e n t immedia te ly , 

s ince it is c l ea r that no in-
t e r n e e can h a v e broken t h e 
l a w in a n y w a y dur ing t h e 
pas t yea r ; 

2. U n d e r t a k e to in t roduce legis-
la t ion as soon as P a r l i a m e n t 
reassembles to provide f o r 
t h e g u a r a n t e e s contained in 
the BUI of R igh t s ( N o r t h e r n 
I re land) in t roduced by L o r d 

Brockway in 1971, in t h e 
m e a n w h i l e ca r ry ing out as 
m a n y of its provisions as 
possible t h r o u g h admin i s t r a -
t ive act ion ; 

3. W i t h d r a w Br i t i sh troops f r o m 
secur i ty du t ies , r es t r i c t ing 
t he i r ac t iv i t i es to peace-keep-
ing, especia l ly as regards t h e 
sens i t ive f o r m e r na t iona l i s t 
"no go" a reas . 

These measures , r a the r t h a n 
a plebiscite, w h i c h would t e n d 
to confirm ex is t ing divisions, 
w o u l d create a basis for p roduc-
t i v e discussions and begin t h e 
r educ t ion of sec ta r ian tens ions 
wh ich will s t a r t the necessary 
and inev i t ab le process of recon-
ci l iat ion a m o n g the Irish people 
w h o live in t h e six counties. 

Among o rgan i sa t ions suppor t -
ing this s t a t e m e n t were Con-
no l ly Associat ion branches, Lon-
d o n ' N.I.C.R.A., N.I.C.R A Ox-
ford, and o thers . 

PAT D E V / N E is on holi-
day abroad. His monthly 
column will appear as usual 
in the November issue out 
on October 27th. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd., 
(T.U.), Nottingham Road, Ripley, 
Derbyshire, and published by 
Connolly Publications Ltd., at 
283 Grays Inn Rd., London, W.C.I. 

MORE CHILDREN 
BROUGHT OVER 
i BOUT three months ago the 
^ Kilburn Branch of the Anti-

Internment League decided on a 
project of bringing some children 
f rom Belfast on a holiday to Lon-
don. We held two dances and al-
together raised almost £600, selling 
tickets for the dances mostly in 
pubs around Kilburn and Harles-
den. In the meantime we let it be 
known that we needed families to 
volunteer to put these children up 
in these areas. 

The children arrived last Friday 
'August 4th) accompanied by two 
teachers. They are all aged between 
11 and 13 and the 11 girls and their 
teacher are from St. Genevieve's 
School which is at present occupied 
by the British Army, while the nine 
boys and their teacher are from La 
Salle School, the gym of which was 
blown up last Monday < the intended 
target was St. Genevieve's) and 
which had been occupied by refu-
gees from the Lenadon area. 

One of the girls' fa ther was shot 
last week (presumed to be a sec-
tar ian killing) and was buried on 
the day they came here. They are 
staying mostly with families in Kil-
burn and Harlesden, who are giving 
them a really good time. 

The Kilburn A I L . ha.s so far 
brought them to the zoo, the seaside, 
a party last night (Thursday) and 
another on Saturday next. They are 
leaving on Sunday (August 13th). 

NOTE: In last month's account of the 
bringing over of children by the 
South London Branch of the Con-
nolly Association an acknowledg-
ment of the work of the Hanwell 
Branch of the same organisation 
was inadvertently sub-edited out. 

A I M TO PUT ORGANISER O N ROAD 
SI N C E mid-1970 the Con-

nolly Association has 
been without a full-time orga-
niser, and the Editor of the 
"Irish Democrat" and Mrs. 
Stella Bond have between 
them tried to keep the office 
in operation. 

There has been a favour-
able response to pleas for 
voluntary workers, but these 
have not been forthcoming in 
sufficient numbers. 

It was represented to the 
Association's E x e c u t i v e 
Council in Oxford that this 
position could not continue 
without grave danger to' the 
Association. The decision was 
taken therefore to seek to 
appoint a new organiser early 
next year, and to try to raise 
the f inance beforehand to 
maintain him or her for one 
year, so as to have a reserve. 
To prevent encroachment of 
this reserve which is required 
by December 31st, there is to 
be launched a new drive for 
members, and an appeal to 
financial guarantors. 

More detailed plans will be 
announced later. Meanwhile 
all friends are earnestly re-
quested to be thinking over 
what they can do to help. 

West London C.A. Re-established 
/ CENTRAL London Branch is very 
^ ' proud and pleased to have re-
vived the old West London Branch. 
This new branch received its creden-
tials from the Executive Committee 
of the Association that met in Ox-
ford on July 30th and from now on 
it will be looking af ter its own 
affairs. 

Our pride was slightly tinged with 
regret when we found that we were 
losing two of our best workers. 
Both Pat O'Donohoe, who served 
as Branch Treasurer and on our 
Branch Committee until his other 
work for the Association forced him 
to resign, and Una Milner, who, up 
to the time of the formation of the 

ROBERT HEALEY 
IN LANCASHIRE 

/ 10NNOLLY ASSOCIATION mem-
^ ' bers and representatives of 
local Rush organisations in Liver-
pool and Manchester had the op-
portunity of hearing one of the 
clearest ever expositions of 
N.I.C.R.A. policy from press officer 
Bobby Healey, writer of the suc-
cessful pamphlet "Direct rule, Civil 
Rights, not civil war," on Sunday, 
May 21st. The meetings were also 
addressed by Mr. Desmond Greaves, 
Editor of the "Irish Democrat." 

Among those present at the 
Liverpool meeting were members 
of the newly established local 
N.I.C.R.A., and supporters of the 
Republican movement (Provisional 
wing), Trade Unionists and others. 

Both Lancashire branches are en-
gaged in a campaign of educational 
work, in an effort to try to clear 
away some of the confusion and 
misconception that has followed 
"direct rull." In Liverpool there is 
to be held a meeting on May 31st 
to discuss the misf'epresentations 
now emanating from Orange organ-
isations. And on July 2nd there 
will be a one-day school on British 
Imperialism in Ireland. 

Manchester Branch is organising 
Sunday afternoon lectures on 
Labour in Irish History, and a con-
ference on June 25th which will be 
addressed by Miss Elizabeth Sin-
clair, Secretary of the Belfast 
Trades Council. 

new Branch, was our Treasurer as 
well as being on the Branch Com-
mittee, will be going over to the 
new Branch as they both live in the 
West. 

We are very grateful for all they 
have done and will miss them 
sorely, though we do hope to see 
quite a bit of them both. Our Sec-
retary says we should ask for a 
transfer fee! 

Those of us who had heard 
George O'Driscoll on the B.B.C. at 
the time when Peter Kavanagh was 
sitting it out in a crane suspended 
high over London's rooftops making 
his most imaginative protest against 
the "lump" at Lovell's building site, 
were not disappointed when on 
July 19th Mr. O'Driscoll came to 
talk to us at the Central London 
Branch. 

He gave us a most vivid and 
spirited account of the present strike 
in the building industry and of the 
way in which U.C.A.T.T. is going 
about organising workers so tha t 
they themselves can fight for better 
pay and working conditions. He also 
dwelt on the perils of working on 
the lump, on the dangerous and 
undignified conditions of work which 
prevail there, and of the helpless 
state of these workers who have no 
legal standing when sickness or 
accident overtake them. How much 
better to band together and get a 
decent wage within the law. 

P. O F. 

C.A. NOTES 
COACH T R I P TO B R I G H T O N 

South London Connolly Associa-
tion is organising another of their 
famous coach trips to the seaside. 
This year we go to Brighton, with 
tea and ceili on the return journey 
at the luxurious Plaw Hatch Coun-
try Club. 

Date: Sunday, September 17th; 
pickup, Stockwell Tube station 10 
a.m.; fare, adults £2, children £1, 
covering coach, tea and ceili. Book 
with South London C.A., c o 81 
Fairoak Drive, S.E.9 Cash with 
booking, please. 

CONNEMARA REVISITED 
ONE of the realities of the Irish 

tourist trade which seems 
eternally to escape the attention ot 
Bord Fciilte is that by far the 
greater number of visitors to Ire-
land each year are neither British, 
American nor "Foreign" holiday-
makers but the working people of 
Ireland who have had to leave the 
country to make a living. This year 
it should have been evident to a 
blind man with British visitors 
down to a trickle because of the 
continuing turmoil in the North and 
equally, perhaps, because of unwar-
ranted overcharging on the part of 
many cafe owners, hoteliers and 
others engaged in the business of 
catering for holidaymakers. 

The Gaeltacht, where we spent 
our fortnight, however, is almost 
entirely independent of overseas 
trade; here the majority of the visi-
tors come eithor to visit relatives, 
to learn the language or to keep an 
eye on those of their children 
attending the many summer col-
leges where an enjoyable holiday is 
combined with the business of gain-
ing fluency in the use of Irish. 
There are, sadly, an awful lot fewer 
people in the Gaeltacht now than 
there were, say, twenty years ago, 
but in Cois Fharraige (Co. Galway) 
at least the language would appear 
to be holding its own except inas-
much as that some of the plea-
santer sites have been taken over 

by outsiders — business people, 
mainly, with not a thought in their 
heads for the preservation of the 
most important aspect of our native 
culture. 
T O offset this I am happy to say 

' there is a discernible new 
spirit to be found among the native 
speakers of the district; it is as if 
they have discovered that in the 
language they have something pre-
cious and are determined to hang 
on to i t Formerly the greatest 
threat to the survival of the 
language in Connemara and in 
other places was the defeatist men-
tality that made parents speak 
English to their children and foster 
in them the idea that Irish was 
synonymous with backwardness and 
poverty. 

Today I would say that the threat 
comes from wealthy outsiders who 
commute to Galway from the Gael-
tacht and make no effort to imbibe 
anything of the native traditions. 
But the new spirit I referred to 
among the people is encouraging-
today an old man making the bog 
or his patch of meadow will greet 
an obvious stranger in Irish and 
this is something which would not 
happen, I believe, upwards of 
twenty years agb. 

But perhaps nothing strikes you 
on a return visit to the Connemara 
Gaeltacht so much as the undeni-
able prosperity by comparison with 

what you saw a few years back. 
Here are some of the finest dwelling 
houses in Ireland, modern, attrac-
tive, and in many cases, oil-heated. 
A car stands outside almost every 
door and the people are well dressed 
and have money to spend. Three 
miles behind Spiddal there is a new 
public house which can't be much 
smaller than the Crown in Crickle-
wood; it was chock-a-block on the 
two successive Sunday nights I was 
there and the most heartening 
thing about it was that the patrons 
were all native Irish speakers many 
of whom had driven in from Car-
raroe or Ros a' Mhil. i remarked 
on this to Mark Folan, the proprie-
tor and a returned emigrant him-
self; given enough employment, he 
opined, there wouldn't be a better 
place to live in the world. 
A N D yet beneath all this apparent 

^ prosperity one cannot escape 
seeing that there are many things 
amiss in lar Connacht; there is 
scarcely a garden of cabbage grow-
ing now on the sea-road west from 
Galway, yet not many years ago the 
area supplied Salthill and Galway 
with fresh vegetables. An uncle of 
mine told me that vegetables from 
the Continent can now be bought 
on the market in Galway. 

So what happens to Ireland in 
the Common Market? 

Local men with whom I spoke 
seemed of the opinion that the 

degree of prosperity there now is in 
the Gaeltacht rested on the fallen 
population, the dole and the money 
brought to the area by the "Gaeil-
geqiri"—the hundreds of youngsters 
who come to the summer courses to 
learn Irish. They expressed 
uneasiness over the amount of land 
left idle and many believe that 
under an imaginative system of 
co-operative farming (such as Fr. 
McDyer tried to establish in Done-
gal before the Department of Agri-
culture blocked him) Cois Fharraige 
could with profit provide fresh 
vegetables for the Galway and other 
markets. 

After ail they did it years ago, 
carting the produce by donkey and 
cart or horsecart for all of fifteen 
miles once or twice weekly. As It is 
there is a growing co-op jn the area, 
Comharchumann Chois - Fharraige 
which embraces among other pro-
jects the local summer college 
(ColAiste Lurgan) under the able 
administration of Pol 0 Foighil, an 
energetic Tipperaryman. Last year 
alone the Comharchumann brought 
something like £170,000 into the 
district. So much for the Gael-
tacht; Galway city is thriving, too. 
but there is a vast amount of ex-
ploitation and injustice there and 
with the editor's permission, In the 
next issuo I would like to take a 
look at that. 

DONALL MAC A M H L A I G H . 


