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Jailing M.P.s, C.S. gas, 'Secret weaponswill not kelp[ 
Democratic rights, and an end to sectarianism are needed. 

BELFAST 
•t> />v 

•CITY OF 
HATRED 

Fallowing the visit of the British 
Belfast, measures were promised to 
with vmrri Srostic repression, inclu 
weapons' unearthed from the tombs 

Home Secretary to 
ifioet disturbances 

erofSfccrelr 
of the Pharoahs. 

This flippant and irrespon-
sible approach to the prob-
lems of a city wracked with 
hate and fear shows the total 
incapacity of the Tory admin-
istration to understand the 
first thing about Ireland and 
Irish people. 

The outstanding fact in 
Belfast is that though the 
civil rights movement has 
won, on paper at least, sub-
stantial concessions through 
its struggles, the relations be-
tween Catholic and Protest-

NOW For a last push 
with the petition 

A T the meeting of the Co-
ordinating Committee of 

Irish organisations for the 
petition for a Bill of Rights, 
held at the beginning of Jan-
uary in Birmingham, it was 
decided to postpone the date 
of presentation of the petition 
and the lobby in connection 
with it to March 24th, to 
avoid a clash with the 
National Trade Union Confer-
ence. 

It was announced by Mrs. 
Barbara Haq, general secre-
tary of the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom (now re-
named "Liberation") that 
Lord Broclcway had agreed to 
introduce the Bill in tha 
House of Lords at the last 

Executive Council of the or-
ganisation. 

After the meeting was over 
a press statement was issued 
which listed the names of the 
organisations engaged in the 
effort. These were the Con-
nolly Association, the Irish 
Civil R i g h t s Association 
(Manchester), the Campaign 
for Social Justice (Birming-
ham and Coventry), the Ox-
ford N.I.C.R.A. and the Move-
ment for Colonial Freedom. 

Some newspapers, uninten-
tionally no doubt, omitted to 
mention any but the Connolly 
Association. 

What is therefore wanted 
now in all areas is a last big 
effort throughout the month 
of February to get as many 

extra signatures as possible. 
Then it will be necessary to 

get busy preparing for the 
lobby of Parliament. In Lon-
don and the surrounding 
areas, as well as for its pro-
vincial branches, the Con-
nolly Association is to hold 
"organising meetings" and 
"briefing meetings." 

The question will be raised 
at a meeting to be held In 
Birmingham early in March 
(place to be announced in 
next month's issue) to de-
mand the release of Mr. 
Frank MacManus. 

DECIMALISATION : 
MARCH DEMOCRAT 

costs 7p 

ant workers is worse than at 
any time since the foundation 
of the State. 

And this in a year when the 
Government, with the crimi-
nal folly of men whom the 
Gods have made mad, is to 
stage a fantastic jamboree to 
celebrate 50 years of parti-
tion. 
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WHEN for a few days they 
had second thoughts, 

the extremists said that if the 
official Unionists did not do 
the job, then the unofficial 
would. This situation could 
well be matched on the other 
side, so that many fear that 
the course is for inevitable 
collision. 

To think that military action 
can do more than contain this 
situation, if it can do that, is 
the sort of calculation that 
brought down Lloyd George, 
a man as scoundrelly and far 
more cunning than any who 
grace the Tory benches to-
day. 

The violence on the Shan-
kill Road, and that in Bally-
murphy, have their origins in 
the same thing. The partition 
of Ireland has removed the 
six counties from their natural 
economic hinterland. It is 
only possible to keep up a fit-
ful and uncertain economic 
development even with all the 
artifices of State aid. Be-
cause of partition there are 
no jobs for the boys of Bally-
murphy. But also because of 

(Continued on Page Five) 

RESOLUTION 
THE Standing Committee of 

the Connolly Association 
views with grave concern the 
development of British Govern-
ment policy in the six count-
ties of Northern Ireland, which 
appears to be based on the 
intensification of repressive 
measures instead of a search 
for solution to the problems 
facing the area. 

The jailing of Members of 
Parliament, the use of canis-
ters of poison gas, the firing 
of rubber bullets, snatch-sqiNMts, 
or indeed the eager! y-an-
nounced "new weapons," will 
in no way contribute to a 
settlement, whether they art 
used on the Catholics of Batty-
murphy or the Protestants of 
the Shankill Road. 

Both these areas are inhabi-
ted by working-class people. 
Thanks to the colonial pesitton 
of Northern Ireland those of 
Ballymurphy are largely unem-
ployed, while those of the 
Shankill are desperately 
ing to the precarious security 
of industries under continual 
threat of extinction. 

It is vitally Important that 
conditions shall be oragtMl 
where workers, irrespective ef 
religion, can oome together «e 
seek a solution to their pnfr-
lems. This is poseibta only 
when the Catholics receive the 
civil rights that have 
nied to them by the 
of imperialism, and whan a 
democratic political structure 
is established for both sections 
to work In. 

We call upon the Govern-
ment to reverse It* disastrous 
policy which Is making of 
Northern Ireland Britain1* 
Vietnam, to oarry a BHI el 
Rights through the Parliament 
of Westminster, and through 
a process of de-escalation bring 
about a position when no Bri-
tish troops will be require* for 
any purpose whatsoever. 
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ORE AT K K I T A I \ 

A WORD 10 
TRADE UNIONISTS 

J 1 1 v e r y first rsstc' of !'•• 
"Irish Democrat" in Junu-

w\ 19.19 contained an appeal to 
all Irishmen to join their appro-
priate trade anion. VVV repeat 
tha; advice today, and remark 
then we have never deviated 
from offering it Indeed, on 
several occasions we have called 
conference on the subject of 
tin Irish and trade unionism. 
work and wages, and we shall 
shortly be convening another 
one. 

Our former editor. Dr. Flann 
Campbell spent several weeks 
touring the construction sites of 
East Anglia, assisting the build-
ing trade unions to organise the 
Irishmen who had come over for 
war work. The present editor 
more recently addressed the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Dublin 
Trades Council with the object 
of getting the maximum encour-
agement to young people who 
were unfortunately compelled to 
emigrate, to protect their inter-
ests in the most immediate and 
important way that they can be 
protected. 

The "Irish Democrat" cannot, 
of course, claim credit for all 
the vast contribution which 
Irish workers have made to 
British trade unionism. It is so 
splendid an achievement that it 
would be absurd and invidious 
to name names. But certainly it 
has made some contribution, 
and men and women who were 
first introduced to the benefits 
of trade unionism by the "Irish 
Democrat" are now taking lead-
ing parts in many tnpdes < and 
professions. ' * 

It is as a result of this con-
sistent support for the most 
broad and essential form of 
working class organisation that 
the Connolly Association has 
been able through the years to 
win trade union support for 
measures in the interests of 
Irish workers which go beyond 
the normal industrial field and 
shade into politics. 

An example is the light 
against t ube rcu los i s in the '50s, 
when representatives of the As-
sociation attended the Labour 
Party health committee in the 
House of Commons after hold-
ing a conference attended by 
doctors, and persuaded them to 
fight the slander that Irish 
people were bringing the disease 
into the country, and to make 
reciprocal arrangements with 
the Dublin Government. 

This support from trade union-
ists—and there were several on 
that committee—has been ex-
tended still further into the field 
of support for civil rights, and 
the representation at some of 
our conferences from the. trade 
union movement has been most 
impressive. 

What conclusions are to be 
drawn ? First that the Connolly 
Association and "Irish Demo-
crat" have broken away from 
past tradition in an important 
respect. It is often said today, 
though vvp hope decreasingly, 
that the struggle against im-
perialism in Ireland is the busi-
ness of the Irish people and the 
Irish in Britain 

Consequently, the t w o islands 
are treated as one country, and 
every organisation formed in 
Ireland to work under Irish con-
ditions forms a branch in Eng-
land which takes direction from 
Dublin or Belfast. The Connolly 
Associa t ion rejects this concep-
tion as far too narrow. 

These islands cannot be re-
garded as one country, and no 

(Continued on Back Page) 

WAGES. STRIKES. AND E EC 
| j AVE you evet in y o u r l i te 

heard such a sh r i ek ing , 
racing, hys te r i ca l campa ign of 
p ropaganda aga ins t t rade un ion-
ism as is be ing indulged in jus t 
now > 

The content of ii? Wiien u 
doesn't drag in Bolshevik agents, a 
is tluit "trade unions cause strikes.' 
The numbei of days lost through 
strikes in Britain is a tiny fraction 
of what are lost through sickness. 
The Government proposes to cut 
the health services but muzzle the 
trade unions. So the B B C . says 
nothing about influenza but blows 
up every single strike into a huge 
news item. You would think the 
country was on the verge of revolu-
tion. 

Why are there strikes, anyway? 
Because prices are going up and 
up and the money you earn has 
lost part of its value almost before 
you have earned it. The electricity 
and gas industries have put up 
prices, and they have frankly .stated 
that tins is not so as to meet costs, 
but to collect f rom YOU the capital 
required to extend their operations. 
This is a form of taxation. 

The rates go up. That is to pay 
I lie higher interest rates. Why? Be-
cause bankers have put up their 
prices for the lending of money. 

Practically every commodity has 
risen in price, despite the solemn 
election promise by Mr. Heath tha t 
he would bring prices down. 

All these increases tire considered 
perfectly legitimate. Indeed, since 1 

they increase profits they are the 
mark of yood citizenship. I remem-
ber a particular discussion on what 
railway charges should be; the 
railways said; "they should be as 
high as the traffic will bear" 

^ - - { j t w hen 11 is a matter ot wages 
B that is another tiling. It takes 

no genius to know that opposition 
to strikes is opposition to wage-in-
creases. What's so funny about 
wages? Wages are t he price a 
worker gets for his power to work. 
This power to work is a commodity, 
something to be sold, like anything 
else. Yet while the butcher and the 
baker and the candlestick-maker are 
public benefactors when they get as 
much as they can for their wares, 
for some reason the worker is a 
dreadful scoundrel when he tries to 
emulate them in the sale of the 
only commodity he possesses. Why 
is it? 

I'll let you into the secret. It is 
this. Every single article that is 
made for use in these islands is 
made by workers. But for the work 
that went into it. it wouldn't be 
there. But the workers who make it 
don't sell it. It tx>longs to the boss. 
He sells it. Cheap price of labour', 
dear price ot goods maximum 
profit 

The bosses tire trying to depress 
(relativelyj the price of the most 
important commodity of all, that 
without which the others cannot be 
made. And this is indeed the pith 
of a socialist's argument. 

The worker who adds a hundred 
pounds of value to a product by 
working a week on it, may only get 
20 ]>er cent of the value lie has 
added Or Often less And the only 
final way to get rid of this robbery 
is to do away with the boss alto-
gether and let the workers collec-
tively exchange the product with 
other .workers. 

That , by the way. is nothing to 
do with nationalisation Nationalisa-
tion in this country merely crentcs 
a new anonymous boss instead of 
the lx>ss with a name. 

Well, to return to the propaganda 
The worker Is blamed for striking 
He is blamed for wanting wages to 
meet the rising cost of living But 
judges, senior civil servants and 
what-have-you are given rises of 
thousands of pounds a year Now 
ask the question Who started the 
class war? 

T H E cause of inflation is mono-
pop' capital If a capitalist or a 

group oi ihetii ha- a monopoly it is 
possible to push up the price 
charged for a product above its 
value. Indeed to as much as the 
traffic will bear." This distorts the 
economy, compels others to do like-
wise. ami the result is a continuing 
spiral of price increase. 

This causes an increase of interest 
rates. If I lend a man £100 at 5 
per cent and I know that when I 
get ii back in a year's time it will 
be only worth £95. I will have to 
put up my interest rate t,o 9 per 
cent in order to yet 5 per cent gain. 

And this is nothing to do with 
wages at all. Indeed, the way to 
stop inflation is not to hold down 
wages, but to curb the operations 
of monopoly capital, nationalise (or 
better still socialise) the banks and 
the big businesses, and take from 
them the power to squeeze the 
people. 

Who do lite Tories represent? 
You, or me? No. They represent 
these bankers and monopolists and 
they know well that if they can 
keep wages down they will be able 
to inflate more gaily than ever. The 
Tories pretend they are out to fight 
inflation. Their policy IS inflation. 
They live by inflation. 

So never allow a word to be 
said against the postmen. They are 
grossly underpaid and everybody 
knows it. Nor against railwaymen. 
who are next in the queue. Remem-
ber the poisonous libels put out 
against the power strikers, and re-

' member. it might be YOU who put 
in for a wage increase and had it 
contempt uously dismissed. 

V OW return to prices. They are 
• rising for another reason as 

well. The Ettyish Government in-
tends to take^Britain into the Com-
mon Market. It is admitted that it 

will mean a 2.> per cent increase in 
food prices, and other increases all 
over the board. 

The Government says that will oe 
till n g h t ^ t h e increases will be 
spread over several years. But don't 
forget, they will be ON TOP OF the 
inflation which the Tories are in-
tensifying as it enriches them. So 
at the end of those several years 
you will bp facing a 50 per cent 
increase. 

The aim ol the Government is to 
see that wages increases are no 
greater than the rate of inflation, 
while productivity increases. T h a t 
is. you produce more to get the 
same pay. More goods for the boss 
to sell. The same standard of living 
or less for you. 

The purpose of the Common Mar-
ket is to create a single vast state 
covering all Europe, which will de-
velop nuclear weapons, cow the 
small, under-developed nations to 
draw raw materials from them, and 
il necessary go to war with Russia 
or the United States. 

For this political end there will 
be enormous cash payments to the 
E.E.C. And this. too. will come f rom 
the workers. 

Now do you see the reason for the 
trade union Bill? If there is infla-
tion now. there will be super-infia-
tion then And that 's when the 
trade unions will be demanding 
increases. And that 's the position 
the gag Act is intended to meet. 

A man ran be imprisoned for 
asking for a strike. Trade unions 
will not be allowed to make their 
own rules. The closed shop will be 
illegal. Sympathetic strikes and the 
"blacking" of goods made or carried 
by scabs Will be outlawed. 

In other words, the aim is to 
make the trade unions powerless to 
redress the balance in favour of the 
workers, when the enormous sacri-

OWING TO THE 
POSTAL STRIKE, 

WHICH WE SUPPORT, 
SOME FEATURES FOR 

PUBLICATION THIS 
MONTH HAVE NOT 

REACHED US 

fices ol entering and bolstering the 
neo-Fascist E.E.C. are called for 

ix ft 6 
' ' I ' 'HIS is why all sections of the 

* trade union movement are 
against the Industrial Relations 
Bill. Vic Feather, of the T.U.C., 
spoke strongly against it in the 
great Albert Hall meeting in Decem-
ber. Harold Wilson, although he had 
had the folly to toy with the same 
idea himself, now opposes the Tory 
measure firmly. 

A petition has been got up, and 
copies can be obtained from T.U.C., 
at Congress House, Great Russell 
Street, London. W.C.I. 

On Sunday, February 21st, there 
will be a national demonstration 
and walk from Trafalgar Square 
to Hyde Park. Petition forms should 
be sent in to Congress House U 
arrive not later than March 16th 
The special T.U.C. meets on the 
18th and shortly afterwards there 
will be a lobby to present the peti-
tion. 

Irishmen should on no account, 
imagine that these issues concern 
the British worker only. It is all 
part and parcel of the offensive of 
reaction against the common people 
of these islands. Jack Lynch is being 
pressurised into similar measures, 
and only the stronger proportionate 
organisation of the Irish workers 
gave him pause, He may try to 
come again. 

On every - job the Irish workers 
should join with the British trade 
unionists to resist the attacks of 
capitalism. There is a common in-
terest and there should be common 
action. The Irish in industry have 
given ample evidence of energy, 
courage and militancy. Those quali-
ties will be in great demand in the 
testing days that lie ahead. 

SCOTLAND 

Celtica and English imperialism 
A MASSIVE blind-spot has 

existed now for too long 
with respect to the concise ap-
plication of scientific socialist 
principles to the modern Celtic 
countries. England's 16th-cen-
tury prerequisite to global 
colonial policy began with the 
incorporation of Ireland, Wales 
and Scotland; that established 
hegemony is still the geo-politi-
cal base of English foreign 
policy and imperialism. 

The most outstanding first at-
tempts, in the 20th century, to 
overcome this analytical weakness 
were undoubtedly those made in the 
writings of the great Marxist James 
Connolly (1868-1916) and John 
Maclean (1879-ma) within their 
respective Irish and Scottish con-
texts. They both stressed the in-
dispensable unity of national inde-
pendence and socialism, and these 
views have been amplified in the 
writings of Lenin on the rights of 
nations to self-determination. 

It was a major tragedy that both 
these irreplaoeably outstanding 
Marxists were dead within a few 
years of one another. From that 
time and up until very recently the 
Scottish working-class movement 
has unfortunately been in a state of 
ideological confusion primarily be-
cause of the somewhat obdurate 
negleot of Maclean's far-reaohing 
views concerning the national ques-
tion. 

This neglect or ignorance ean still 
be seen in recently-published books 
such as the 1969 publication (social-
ist-orientated) industry and Em-
pire'' wherein a chapter is devoted 
to the Celtic countries and no men-
tion at all made of either Connolly 
or Maclean. 

By R. Mutholland 

IT is therefore exceedingly grati-
fying that the growing revival 

of interest and republication of the 
Connolly and Maclean writings is 
taking place almost simultaneously 
in Ireland and Scotland. This is 
particularly timely now that Eng-
land is determined on some sort of 
federated British arrangement, In-
cluding Ireland, for entry to the 
Common Market. 

This move is undoubtedly the 
most important piece of English 
foreign policy In this epoch and the 
importance and relevance of the 
views of Connolly and Maclean for 
Ireland and Sootland respectively 
cannot be over-emphasised. 

Fifty years ago the relative politi-
cal positions of Ireland and Scot-
land with respect to England were 
reflected in the similarity in outlook 
of Connolly and Maclean. In the 
foreword to Connolly's "Labour in 
Irish History," he speaks about the 
necessity of "the re-conversion of 
Ireland to the Gaelic principle of 
common ownership by a people of 
common ownership by a people of 
their sources of food and main-
tenance. . . . " 

The Interesting parallel on the 
part of John Maclean Is seen in a 
very recently - discovered olection 
address dated August 1920 wherein 
he explicitly states that 'Scotland 
must again have independence but 
not be ruled by traitor kings and 
chiefs, lawyers and politicians. The 
Communism of the clans must be 
re-MtaMished on a modern basis." 

S a prelude to that re-conversion 
of Ireland and as a necessary 

ideological counter to English im-
perialism an all-Ireland Marxist 
Socialist Party has recently been 
reconstituted and which again Re-
flects the necessity of coherency be-
tween the Nationalist and Socialist 
ideals. The Scottish working class 
has yet to take this necessary step; 
the main obstacle being that pre-
sented by Labourism. 

Despite the fact that the Labour 
Party in Scotland in the past had 
both national independence and 
socialism for Scotland in their pro-
gramme and have failed to imple-
ment these when they had the 
chanee, the people of Scotland, like 
Wales, but unHke England did not 
swing away from Labour at the last 
election. Labour started the elec-
tion and finished with exactly the 
same number of seats, namely 4« 
out of 71. 

It is realised however, more and 
more that the impossible position of 
Labourism in Scotland requires re-
thinking and thoughtful Sootttah 
socialists see the basic question of 
national independence as not 
merely one of aeademlc interest but 
one which has now to be resolved. 

It is hoped that although nearly 
50 years have elapsed since the 
death of John Maolean, the im-
portance of his views like those of 
James Connolly concerning na-
tionalism and socialism will In-
creasingly be seen, by the broad 
Scottish working-class movement, to 
be still indispensable for Scotland's 
survival as a nation and the pre-
requisite ideology for effective oppo-
sition to the forms ot English im-
perialism In Its final stage. 

A considerable portion of John 
Maclean's writings has alroady been 
rcoently republished by the John 
Maclean Society, Atholl Cottage, 
Weitfield, Near Bathgate, West 
Lothian, Scotland. 
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HEATH ON THE HOT SEAT AT SINGAPORE 
' I ' H E C o m m o n w e a l t h Confe r -

e n c e in S ingapore w a s 
p r e f a c e d by a grea t unpr inc ip led 
Tory c a m p a i g n to ge t Br i ta in to 
sell a r m s to the nea r -Fasc i s t 
a p a r t h e i d s t a t e of South Af r i ca . 

The excuse? That the Russian 
navy menaces the peace of the 
Indian Ocean. On the other hand 
Britain wishes to preserve her own 
presence in the Indian Ocean and 
appears to think this her eternal 
right. Unhappily the days of the 
Raj are no more. 

That South Africa is regarded by 
the African states as a menace to 
freedom appears to make no impres-
sion on the Tory Government. 

The Indian foreign minister has 
proclaimed his regret that the 
"power game" had arrived in the 
Indian Ocean and blamed the 
British and Americans for setting 
tip bases. He referred particularly 
to Diego Garcia. "The philosophy 
behind these decisions," he said, "is 
obsolete." 

President kaunda , of Zambia, de-
nied any anti-British policy. "We 
mean to construct, not to destroy," 
he said, "but at the same time he 
warned tha t there was an un-
declared war going on in Southern 
Africa and that any country tha t 
supplied arms to South Africa had 
an issue with them. He concluded: 
"We shall feel free to take what-
ever action will best serve our in-
terests if the sale of arms to South 
Africa is pursued." 

By PAT DEVINE 
It should be clear that British 

investments could be in dire 
jeopardy. 

Virtually the entire Common-
wealth, with the possible exceptions 
of Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada opposed Britain's proposal 
to sell arms. 

COMPROMISE 
President Kaunda brought with 

him a statement of "Commonwealth 
principles" to which he wanted all 
members to adhere. These involved 
the refusal of aid to any state prac-
tising apartheid. It had the support 
of all but the White members. A 
compromise was finally agreed after 
long discussion which added a few 
more words and have Britain a 
"let out." 

The key part of the conference 
statement reads as follows:— 

"No country will afford to 
regimes which practise racial dis-
crimination assistance which in its 
own judgment directly contributes 
to the pursuit of consolidation of 
this evil policy." 

A committee of eight was ap-
pointed to go more fully into the 
question of the relation between 
arms sales and strategy in the 
Indian Ocean. 

Most of the delegates clearly be-
lieved that Mr. Heath would be un-
able to sell arms until the commit-
tee had reported. 

BOOST TO OUR FUND Freedom fighter 
^ ^N the front page of this issue 

we give evidence tha t despite 
the difficult times caused by spiral-
ling inflation, the "Irish Democrat" 
has plans to expand and develop. 

The "Democrat" is not a com-
mercial venture. We do not accept 
paid advertisements, as a result of 
which we are independent of the 
pressures t ha t keep advertisement-
dependent newspapers in the harm-
less no-man's-land of "offend no-
body" consensus politics. We can 
state our views fearlessly and freely. 
And tha t is necessary because the 
"Democrat" is the paper of a 
movement. 

But here's a point to remember. 
It we wasted our space with adver-
tising, we would have to have more 
of it., and so in a way you save by 
buying the "Democrat." 

It has never been easy to keep it 
going. Indeed, few people know or 
give credit for the difficulties tha t 
have been overcome, or the tireless 
activity over years, of those who 
bring it to its readers. It is, there-
fore, specially gratifying to be able 
to announce a good month of dona-
tions to the fund that keeps the 
paper going, which is under the 
management of James F Kelly, of 
Central London Branch Oour 
warm thanks to: 

Mrs, ELsie O'Dowlmg £15, Mrs. 
Teresa Torley £1, M. Guinan £3, P. 
Brans field £1. P. Cunningham £1. 
Alf earney 10s., T. Donoghy 10s., Dr. 
S Sevitt £1 10s . Jane Tate £1, J. & 
D Drighan £3 8s , TurriJTs Workers 
(Barbican) £5, Pat Cronin 10s., 
Anon. 10s., J. s McCarroll £1, W. 
Grimes £1 5s., Pat McGovern £2 
10s., B Morgan £2, A Jenkins 10s.. 
James Clarke £2, E.M.I. Factories 
Joint S.S Committee £2, Jack Ben-
net ( £2 U. McCarthy 10s., Central 
IiOiidon Branch C.A £5, B. Glddons 
£3 10k., T & G Shields £2 TOTAL 
£fi2 3s. 

"Martin Luther King," by David 
L. Lewis (Allen Lane, £3.15, 
63/-). 

SUBTITLED "A Critical Biogra-
phy," this book is not a pane-

gyric (the author was never a 
disciple of Martin Luther King), but 
an attempt at a diagnosis of the 
American social sickness. It shows 
how veil after veil was stripped 
from U.S. pseudo-democracy from 
the day in January 1954 when King 
collaborated in the boycott of the 
Montgomery buses down to the 
moment of the fatal shot at Mem-
phis in April 1968. 

It also traces the expansion of 
his subject's struggle against injus-
tice from its origin in the southern 
negro's atavistic yearning for dig-
nity to the point when Or. King 
became the champion of the poor 
and a formidable opponent of the 
Vietnam war. Civil rights became 
identified in his mind with human 
rights, the right of a negro to eat 
a hamburger at a lunch counter in 
Albany, Ga. with the right of the 
Vietnamese to self-determination. 

The many-sidedness of social in-
justice is brought out by showing 
the mature leader striving to co-
ordinate the thrust towards pro-
gress of negro organisations which 
were acquiescent towards the war 
and anti-war liberals and trade 
unionists who were not opposed to 
racial segregation. 

THIS carefully researched book 
could be read almost as a 

parable of the Northern Ireland 
conflict with the federal govern-
ment corresponding to Westminster, 
willing to be associated with pres-
tigious reforms but reluctant to use 
its powers to compel implementation 
by state governments, corresponding 
to Stormont. 

The analogy is even more impres-
sive when Dr. Lewis considers the 
mechanics of discrimination, the 
refusal of the vote, connivance at 
police brutality, tolerance of anti-
minority violence, intimidation and 
the maintenance of the ghetto. 

CIARAN DESMOND. 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
F I L L IN T H I S FORM 

P l e a s e send me full p a r t i c u l a r s of how I can join the 
Conno l ly Association. 
N a m e 
A d d r e s s 

Cu t o u t and post to 283 Grays Inn Road, London , W.C.I 

Mr. Harold Wilson has claimed 
that they left, Singapore confident, 
that the Prime Minister was in 
honour bound to take no action lor 
six months. 

THINKING AGAIN 
The Singapore Conference, ac-

cording to an "Observer" editorial, 
has postponed rather than removed 
the conflict between Britain and 
most ol' the rest of the Common-
wealth over the proposed sale of 
arms to South Africa. "But it has 
given Mr. Heath time to think 
again about his arms plan and pro-
vided him with an honourable way 
out of his decision if he wishes to 
take it. He should do so." 

"For there can now be no doubt 
that the damage to the Common-
wealth and to British economic in-
terests caused by arms sales to 
South Africa would be no token 
affair quickly forgotten. But more 
important perhaps is that even if 
there were not a single Common-
wealth member in Africa, it would 
still be a dangerous mistake for 
Britain and for the future of the 
West in the continent, if the Bri-
tish were to reactivate their mili-
tary alliance with South Africa 
and consolidate it with arms sup-
plies. As the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Mr. Trudeau. has pointed 
out, the real issue is not the pres-
ence of two or three Soviet warships 
in the vast expanse of the Indian 
Ocean, but what policy the rest 
oi the world is to adopt towards 
the growing confrontation between 
the African states and peoples on 
the one hand and the racialist and 
colonial regimes of South Africa, 
Rhodesia and Portugal," 

As the conference drew to a close 
we learned tha t Dr. Obote, who had 
bitterly assailed Britain for her de-
cision to sell arms to South Africa, 
had been deposed by a military 

roup. Declaring that he was still 
the legal President, he added that 
he suspected some of the imperial-
ist powers oi engineering the coup 
and that he was confident of vic-
t ory. 

B.B.C. news coverage and com-
ment was strongly anti-Obote. He 
was compared with Nkrumah, who 
was ousted from the leadership of 
Ghana by a coup brought off by 
British-educated and British-trained 
military men. Among the things 
mentioned to show the resemblance 
was that both men had nationalised 
a number of British firms. So per-
haps the President's suspicions were 
justified. 

BURNS 
When Mr. Heath got home it was 

sate to say that it would not be 
long before* he was once more play-
ing the organ in church. 

About the same time it was an-
nounced that the Dean of Johannes-
burg, the Very Reverend Gonville 
Ffrench-Beytagh, had been arrested 
and would shortly appear in court. 
He was refused permission to see 
his lawyer. 

. Some of his friends scout the idea 
that the police statement that the 
Dean's arrest had nothing to do 
with his views on apartheid had 
anything in it. 

So far there has been no sign of 
any protest from Mr. Heath at the 
treatment of a man of peace. In-
stead he boasts of the loopholes in 
the conference statement which will 
allow him to sell arms. 

Since it was around the time we 
celebrate his birthday, I thought of 
some words by Robert Burns. They 
run as follows: 

"Oh Lord, I'm no' as good as I 
should be, 

Nor yet as good as I could be, 
But a thousand times I'd rather be 
An atheist clear than a hypocritical 

churchman." 

ENGLISHMEN WHO PROTESTED 
"British Foreign Policy and its 

Critics," by Andrew Roth-
stein (Lawrence & Wishart, 
130pp., 21/-): 

THIS is an extremely interesting 
and important book for Irish 

readers. It consists of a series of 
lectures given in Moscow by Mr. 
Rothstein, who is the son of the 
famous Russian refugee Theodore 
Rothstein whose History "From 
Chartism to Labourism" is still a 
classic. 

Its thesis is one which was 
always insisted upon by the English 
Historian T. A. Jackson who would 
never finish a lecture on British im-
perialism in Ireland without saying 

But there were always those who 
opposed British policy root and 
branch." 

This is a book about such people, 
and among those of whose lives a 
brief but adequate account is given 
are E. D. Morel, Robert Dell, and 
most interesting to Irish people Wil-
frid Scawen Blunt. 

/ 
LiLUNT, incidentally, was first 

cousin to George Wyndham 
who brought in the great 1903 Land 
Act, and it would be of interest to 
know how fur Blunt may have led 
Wyndham along the road that gave 
the kind to the people, though at a 
price. There was less solidity in 
that conservative administration 
than in many others. 

Blunt of course left masses of 
material about himself. He was a 
small Sussex landowner, ;i Tory, 
member of the Carlton Club, and be-
came disgusted with imperialism 
during travels in India and the 
Near East. 

His compendious diaries tell ol 
Ills activities in support of the 
Land League. He did two months 
tin peakim: • ' •! meeting at Wood-
lord, ("n f 1 v..:;'. which vv.is pro-
i <iin<•<i. 

I I E opposed the 1914-18 war, con-
* demned the trial and execution 

of Roger Casement, and wrote a 
ballad in his memory. He was one 
of those who subscribed to the arm-

ing of the Volunteers in 1914, and 
thus helped to make possible the 
Howth gun-running. 

Although he become very friendly 
with William Morris in his last 
years, he never understood or 
studied socialism, though he agreed 
with many of the conclusions of 
socialists. 

The story of Wilfrid Scawen 
Blunt shows tha t it is possible for 
a member of a ruling class through 
sheer integrity and a regard for 
truth, to dissociate himself from 
the position of his class on vitally-
important matters of policy, while 
not ceasing to remain in general 
terms a part of his class milieu. 

Some of the over-simplifiers who 
are at present trying to put all 
their fellow-men into predetermined 
pigeon holes would do well to read 
about Blunt, and think over what 
is possible in the complicated 
society we live in. 

C.D.G. 

Dublin out 
against Heath's 
arms sales plan 

TORCHLIGHT carrying crowds 
beset the British Embassy 

on the eve of the Common-
wealth Conference protesting 
against Eleath's arms to South 
Africa plan. They then marched 
to the French Commercial Coun-
sellor's Office in Earlsfort Ter-
race to protest against the 
French policy of also supplying 
arms to the racialists. 

Recently there have been 
some improvements in the Irish 
stand at the United Nations on 
South Africa, mainly due to the 
pressure at home of the Anti-
Apartheid Movement. Last 
month there were six resolu-
tions put forward at the U.N. 
General Assembly on South 
Africa's apartheid policies. Ire-
land voted for all six of these 
resolutions, which represents a 
notable advance. 

When Ireland first entered the 
United Nations she was often 
praised because of the active 
part played in supporting and 
sometimes even sponsoring 
United Nations resolutions con-
demning apartheid in South 
Africa, but during the 'sixties the 
Irish voice was muted and 
could, on occasion, be heard op-
posing resolutions which pro-
posed concrete action against 
apartheid. 

J)UR1NG the past year Ireland 
has developed her position 

to the point of voting for resolu-
tions which call for economic, 
diplomatic and cultural sanc-
tions against South Africa. She 
did express a reservation to the 
effect tlipt sanctions should be 
imposed by a decision of the 
Security Council; hut these 
reservations should he seen in 
the context of a negative vote 
against the resolution by the 
United Kingdom, the U.S.A., 
France and others, and absten-
tion on the part of 16 states, 
mostly Western European. 

» The Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment now intends taking up 
many of the demands made on 
member states of the United 
Nations by this resolution. As 
this year has been designated 
International Year for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Dis-
crimination, the demands will in-
clude terminating "Diplomatic, 
consular and other official rela-
tions with the South African 
Government," ending "tariff and 
other preferences to South 
African exports," suspending 
"cultural, educational, sporting 
and other exchanges with the 
racist regime," prohibiting "air-
lines and shipping lines from 
providing services to and from 
South Africa" and other detailed 
sanctions. 

IRISH VERSE 
"Five Irish Poets," edited by 

Sean Lucy (Mercier 10/-, 
50p). 

V EI THER Sean Lucy nor any of 
' the other four jioets represented 

here has previously been published 
m book form in Ireland, though 
Patrick Galvin has had two volumes 
published in England. All are ex-
perienced writers, are around forty 
years of age, are Corkmen and have 
conventional middle- class back-
grounds. 

' I T I E anthology exhibits a high 
level of virtuosity exercised within 

a relatively narrow range of ex-
perience. Subject-matter tends to 
lie local and introspective, rarely 
critical or related to public affairs. 
This is a serious limitation; indeed 
in the special case of Irish lyrical 
poetry a mark of immaturity. Yeats, 
as his genius ripened, abandoned 
his early aloofness from the hnrsh 

actuality of social and political life 
m Ireland His "Easter 1916," with 
its solemn recognition of national 
rebirth, is in striking contrast with 
the melodrama and the detached 
scepticism of Patrick Galvin's A 
Day of Rebellion." 

Daniel Corkery acknowledged an 
outward-looking provincialism" as 
an acceptable attitude for Cork 
writers Sean Lucy (Corkery's suc-
cessor m the chair of English, 
U.C.C ) would probably not consider 
the phrase derogatory as applied to 
the poetry of this quintet. An-
thony Blinco's "Gallery" and Donal 
Murphy's "Other People" successfully 
project closely-observed, immediate 
detail on the large serpen of human 
experience 
I T will be interesting to see. as 

Mercier continue with their ex-
cellent "Irish Writers Now" series, 
how many places can take up 'his 
challenge from Cork. 

SEAMUS TREACY. 



4 T H E IR ISH D E M O C R A T February 1971 

T l V K M l SIX COUNTIES 

SINN FEIN MAY ENTER DAIL Traitors' offensive 
f i l l . Sinn Fi'in Ard Flwis in 

I. /),•' ! \ Hull, presided over 
>, Mr. ! <>:n Mitchell. fonner 
\1.P. for Mid-Ulster, was well 
ittended end marked a signifi-
ati! stage in the evolution o| 
Modern republicanism in Ire-
and. There were many young 

people present, the debate was 
ie.corous and of a high standard 
:ind it was evident that the 
morale of those present was 
eigli. 

The most important step 
aken was the abolition of the 

traditional party policy bf ab-
stention from parliament. A 
esolution to this effect was 
arried by 171 votes to 53, well 
tver the two-thirds majority 

constitutionally necessary to 

make this change. Important 
conditions were attached to an\ 
move for Sinn Fein members to 
take their seats if elected to 
Parliament and these are de-
tailed in the resolution. 

The decision of last year's Ard 
Fheis to co-operate with other 
groups, parties and organisations 
for common ly agreed upon ends 
was reaffirmed, and its sponsors 
evidently hope that such co-
operation would lead in time to 
the development of a broad, 
mass National Liberation Move-
ment in the country, opposing 
imperialism in all its forms. 
North and South. 

Main threat 
The Common Market was 

seen by the delegates as the 
main threat to the Irish nation 
at the present time and Mr. 
Tomas McGiolla, President, 
urged oil democratic and nation-
ally minded sections of the 
people to come together in the 
light against the E.E.C. 

In the North the main 
struggle was and remained civil 
rights, said Mr. McGiolla, who 
attacked those who sought to 
break the unity of the civil 
rights movement, whether they 
sported left-wing or right-wing 
colours. 

It was certainly a conference 
which should lay the basis for a 
fruitful and active year's acti-
vity ahead on behalf of the 
cause of Irish republicanism. 

BUSINESSMEN NOW ADMIT FREE 
TRADE PACT BOOB 

^ P O W E R F U L weapon f o r 
Ir ish c r i t ics of the C o m m o n 

Market and the Anglo-Ir ish F r e e 
Trade A g r e e m e n t has come 
t r a m an u n e x p e c t e d source, t h e 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n of Ir ish I n d u s t r y , 
m the f o r m of an opinion sur-
vey of some 472 firms, employ-
ing 113,737 peop le , or 62 per cen t 
of the total e m p l o y m e n t in I r ish 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g indus t ry . 

The most striking point of the 
>urvey is that very few Irish firms 
nave benefited from the Anglo-Irish 
Free Trade Agreement—contrary to 
»vhat the Government and free 
t rade champions had promised. A 
growing number of firms are in 
:.ict finding the Agreement very tin-
ea vourable, as their home markets 
j re invaded by British firms with-
out any corresponding improvement 
of export opportunities. 

By 1975 78 per cent of firms an-
ticipate that their home markets 
will be suffering some adverse 
effects. This pessimism has 
deepened since the 1969 survey 
alien the corresponding figure was 
60 per cent of firms. 

i N contrast to the pessimism of , 
• businessmen about the Free 

Trade Agreement, there is more 
.optimism about the Common Mar-

ket, in the sense tha t most of the 
replies thought there would be only 
slight additional competition on the 
home market from Common Mar-
ket States other than Britain in the 
e ien t of Ireland joining. 

This is undoubtedly an illusion. 
Maybe it is due to the feeling that 
by 1978 Britain will have the small 
Irish market sewn up so completely 
tha t there will be little left for the 
continental rivals. 

In fact the Common Market will 
be worse than the Free Trade 
Agreement for all sorts of reasons. 
Cf food prices go up in the E.E.C. 
this will mean dearer labour costs 
than otherwise. Moreover, the Free 
Trade Agreement, even when fully 
in force by 1975, will still allow-
some 30 per cent of Irish manufac-
turing industry some protection, 
whereas this must go in the E.E.C. 

As well, in the Common Market 
the Government will lose the power 
to subsidise or give special aids to 
weaker Irish industry, to sign trade 
agreements with other countries, to 
use grants and tax-reliefs to at-
tract foreign capital to Ireland, and 
a number of other important 
powers which can be used to benefit 
industry and employment. 

1 r H E truth of the matter is that 
1 for years most Irish business-

men have, like sheep, been follow-
ing the experts of the Government 
Departments, the business manage-
ment cocktail circuit, the pundits of 
press a.nd television, the university 
economists and the largest export 
crientcd firms. 

They have accepted without 
i bought the conventional wisdom 

of all these people that the Com-
mon Market, free trade and the 
Free Trade Agreement with Britain 
was a good thing. 

They are slowly coming to their 
senses, as the impact of events 
shows up the lies about the Free 
Trade Agreement. But they are 
still very slow to question the wis-

dom of the "experts" about the 
E.E.C.. even though it should be 
glaringly obvious that it will be fa r 
worse than free trade with Britain 
alone. 

A footnote: the Survey shows that 
the average firm still depends on 
the home market for 72 per cent 
of its sales, a fact which makes the 
onslaught on the home market by 
the Free Trade Agreement and the 
E.E.C. all the more serious. 

Nuclear plant for E.S.B. 
O U M O U R S are for a south or east coast site for the new 

£ 5 0 million nuclear power p lant that it is proposed by 
the E .S .B. to establish in the twenty-six counties. 

The plant will produce 5 0 0 megawatts, which is one-
third of the total of all other generating power in the state. 

Since the six counties is too smal l for such a develop-
ment, the result will be to make the nortHArn area more de-
pendent than ever before on supplies from across the border. 
A t the throw of a switch the south could put Paisley to 
northern industry. 

The E.S.B. proposes to spend £ 3 0 0 million on new 
generators in the next ten years. 

' J ' H E Dublin G o v e r n m e n t is 
going on a p ropaganda offen-

sive in f a v o u r of the E.E.C., it is 
get t ing so worr ied abou t grow-
ing oppos i t ion to the Jo in- the 
Market pol icy ie Ireland. 

The ideas put out by the anti-
E.E.C. groinxs have had such a wide 
impact that they have seriously 
alarmed the Department of Exter-
nal Affairs and the Fianna Fail 
Fine Gael top politicians. 

The arguments and documenta-
tion of the Common Market Study 
Group in particular have given 
courage to all sorts of people to 
speak up who would otherwise have 
remained silent, fearing tha t they 
were 011 their own with their wor-
ries and that 110 coherent intellec-
tual case could be made against the 
Government's proposals. 

Now a .special E.E.C. Information 
Section has been set up in the 
Department of External Affairs, and 
they are producing six short pamph-
lets on different aspects of the 
Common Market, including one 
which is supposed to examine—and 
no doubt contemptuously dismiss— 
the possible alternatives. This In-
formation Section is expected to be 
a high-powered brainwashing group 
who will use all the techniques and 
methods of up-to-date salesmanship 
to make propaganda for the E.E.C. 
l"FHE Irish Council of the Euro-

pean Movement also, a private 
lobby supported by big business, is 
reported to be running short of 
funds and want the Government to 
chip in with a grant; for the ordi-
nary people, and even most busi-
nessmen, are remarkably unenthu-
siastic about contributing to ways 
of hastening their own extinction. 

Most Irish ant i -Common Mar-
keteers are ra ther pleased at the 
moment that no election seems 
likely to occur this year, so tha t 
Labour Deputies who are anxious 
for the fruits of office will not get 
an opportunity of joining a coali-
tion. This should generally streng-
then opposition to the E.E.C. And 
as well the anti-coalition forces 
within the Labour Party, which are 
still very numerous, intend making 
the Common Market the big issue 
at the lorthcoming La-bour Party 

ENOCH POWELL CUTS NO ICE 
J1 HERE was cynical amuse-

ment in Dublin at Enoch 
Powell's outbursts of eloquence 
in the six counties. The Irish 
capacity for pucturing preten-
sion enables most people here 
to see through Powell well 
enough. They see him aspiring to 
become England's De Gaulle, ap-
pealing to the basic national 
instincts of the people, timing 
his pellucidly clear manifestoes 
superbly, scathing at the hum-
bug of the Tory Establishment, 
but mixing a potent brew of 
humbug of his own, with repel-
lent racialist overtones which 
are Mosleyite rather than Gaul-
list. 

No one could deny that he 
spoke sense on the Comtnon 
Market, pointing to the real is-
sue as one of national independ-
ence against rule by non-
nationals. In relation to the 
Common Market people must 
ask themselves who they really 
are, he told the Ulster Unionists. 

Is Britain and Europe a mat 
ter of "We" and "They," or can 
the British, the French, the G*r 
man/i and the rest regard them-
selves as a "We" against the 
traditions of a thousand years 
of history ? 

!$UT the Ulster Unionists have 
a "We" and "They" prob 

lem of their own, and Mr. Powell 
gave them no help in solving it. 
Indeed he should if anything 

IN IRELAND 
have left them more confused 
than ever. For Mr. Powell clearly 
does not regard the Northerners 
as Irish—at least not in his pub-
lic speeches. They are "part of 
the nation which inhabits Great 
Britain," says he. 

Did you ever hear a queerer 
formula than that ? Not Irish, 
not English, Welsh or Scots, not 
even a special breed of Ulster-
men of their own, but—"part of 
the nation which inhabits Great 
Britain." And what kind of 
nation is that? 

It clearly means whatever 
people in these islands are with-
in the United Kingdom, whom 
the British Government governs 
at any one time. He identifies 
the British State with s o m e 
mystical "nation" which inhabits 
it, and tells the people of Fer-
managh that that is the nation 
they belong to. 

He was clearly trying to 
bamboozle them, and when he 
told them that the most certain 
way they could have of remain-
ing within the "nation which In-
habits Great Britain" for ever 
and ever was for Stormont to 
be abolished and the North to 
become like Kent or Lanca-
shire. They didn't like it one 
bit. Probably they were much 
too Irish for that. 

HJR. POWELL may be against 
the Common Market and 

in favour of pulling back the 
troops from Singapore and Suez, 
but when it comes to Britain he 
recognises no rights but that 
of the caste and class he belongs 
to. He is not a "British imperial-
ist," he is an English imperialist. 

The nation he serves and 
seeks to interpret is the English 
nation, and the use of such a 
formula as "the nation which 
inhabits Great Britain" is meant 
to disguise the English imperial-
ist urge to rule these islands. 
The Welsh and the Scots are not 
mentioned in his speeches as 
nations, so that the question of 
their national rights does not 
arise; no more than the national 
rights of the Bretons were a 
problem for De Gaulle. 

Independence for England, but 
for Ireland, Wales and Scotland, 
too, is the answer to the clever 
imperialism of Powell. His may 
he the fall-back position for the 
English ruling class if they fail 
to get into the Common Market. 
The blend he offers is cleverer 
and more attractive by far than 
Mosley's was, but on the Irish 
question it shows its real 
essence of trickery. As always, 
Ireland is the key test of pro-
gressive reaction in an English 
politician. 

Conference in Galvay in February. 
The trade unions, too. are begin-

ninu to worry about the Common 
Market at last. The Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions is holding the first 
large seminar for trade union offi-
cials early this month, at which 
the anti-Market forces are being 
given a fair chance to argue the 
matter with the "Europeans." 

I RISH people in Britain who 
realise what an appalling tra-

gedy joining the Common Market 
would be should write to their 
relatives at home and tell them to 
lobby their T.D.s to urge them to 
oppose Irish membership. 

The latest news is that opposition 
to joining the Common Market is 
appearing at grass roots in Fine 
Gael. Some branches are reported 
to be disturbed at the implications 
and to be demanding tha t the ques-
tion of alternatives should be pro-
perly aired within tha t party as 
has, of course, not been the case up 
to now. Perhaps Messrs. Garret 
FitzGerald and Liam Cosgrave are 
in for some surprises. 

Coole Park 
for nation 

P O O L E PARK, near Gort, Co. 
^ Galway, is to become a 
national park. The former 
home of Lady Gregory, where 
she gave hospitality to Sean 
O'Casey, W. B. Yeats, Synge, 
Shaw and other literary giants 
of the early part of the century, 
will be opened to the public. 

The old mansion itself was 
knocked down by the Land Com-
mission away back in 1942, to the 
regret of all future generations of 
Irish people. But at least they will 
have the park and the various In-
teresting remains within it, includ-
ing the old tree where so many of 
the famous had left their signa-
tures. 

Last year over 8,000 visitors called 
to nearby Thoor Ballylee, the tower 
home of Yeats, and the clearing 
and replanting of Coole Park should 
bring thousands more to the area. 

But why should these develop-
ments have had to wait on the 
tourist boom of the seventies? 
Generations of Irish people would 
have honoured Coole if the Govern-
ment had not let it be despoiled 
over the years. 

DO THIS NOW 
I W R I T E to your Momta- of 
* * Parliament, or writ® homo 

and ask your frfends to write 
to their T.D.s, to say politely 
but firmly that if he is a part 
to the wiokednesi and treach-
ery of dragging either of these 
countries into the Common 
Market, with its programme of 
poverty, Migration, fascism 
and world war, you will never 
on any account vote for him 
again. 

Tell him that you do not re-
cognise the right of either 
government to perform an 
action that robs the people of 
their right to decide their own 
national policy, and puts them 
at the mercy of bureaucrats 
and bankers they never elected 
or had a chance to elect. 

Any Member of Parliament 
in England, or T.O. in Ireland 
who eupports this monstrous 
plan is either a fool, a fraud 
or a traitor. He should be 
dropped quietly out of publio 
life. Also tell them that if 
there is found a majority pre-
pared to perform this orime, 
you will not aocept It and will 
work by all legitimate means 
to reverse the decision, to get 
these countries out of the 
Common Market, and to help 
to bring about the break-up of 
the new empire that Is being 
created. 

NEVER BUY EEC. GOODS IF YOU CAN AVOID IT 
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B-MENBURNED RECORDS 
Letters on Bill of 

Rights 
y H E Dublin Wolfe Tone 

Society supports the demand 
for legislation of a Bill of Rights 
at Westminster which is being 
demanded by the Northern Ire-
land Civil Rights Association 
and a number of Irish and Eng-
lish organisations in Britain. It 
commends the initiative of the 
IRISH DEMOCRAT in publish-
ing such a draft Bill of Rights 
for discussion. It opposes any 
attempt to fob off the demands 
of democrats in Northern Ire-
land with the introduction 
of Proportional Representation 
alone. 

It points out that Propor-
tional Representation is one ele-
ment of a general Bill of Rights 
which should also cover matters 
like the Special Powers Act, 
legislation to prevent gerry-
mandering, legislation to outlaw 
religious discrimination and 
also that Britain must take 
steps to facilitate the establish-
mervt of a government for the 
whole of Ireland, 

It calls upon the Taoiseach 
and tbe Government of Ireland 
to urge the demand for a Bill 
of Rights on the British Govern-
ment and the British Labour 
Party and not to be satisfied 
with anything less at this time. 

CATHAL M A C L I A M , 
Chairman. 

DALTON K E L L Y , 
Secretary. 

' T H E Committee of Citizens for 
Civil Liberties welcome the 

publication for discussion of a d ra f t 
Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland. 
Would welcome this important step 
as a body which has fraternal links 
with the National Council for Civil 
Liberties and the Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Association, both of 
which have demanded the passage 
of civil rights at Westminster, as 
a guarantee of the civil liberties of 
our northern fellow countrymen 
and as establishing a framework 
within which possible constitutional 
progress can be made for Northern 
Ireland. We believe tha t it is 
vitally necessary that legislation be 
passed in the Westminster Parlia-
ment to guarantee extensive re-
forms in Northern Ireland and tha t 
such a Bill of Rights that has now 
been drafted would be an invaluable 
stage in establishing democracy 
there. 

It would end the Special Powers 
Act. abolish discriminatory oaths 
and tests, introduce Proportional 
Representation, extend the Race 
Relations Act to Northern Ireland 
in order to outlaw religious dis-
crimination and it would contain 
an explicit recognition in legislation 
that the British Government, would 
put no obstacle in the way of Irish 
national unity, but would encourage 
mutual co-operation between the 
governments and parliaments in 
Ireland, north and south We com-
mend a Bill of Rights along these 
lines for the support of all Irish 
people n n [ i w o u r g e a l ] British 
democrats in the British political 
parties to support the passage of 
such a Bill of Rights by the West-
minster Parliament. 

CON LEHANE, 
Chairman. 

THE REVEREND 
T. P. MoCAUGHEY, 

Secretary. 

£ A S P S went up at the 
^ Scarman Tribunal which 
is enquiring into the causes 
of disturbances in the six 
counties when it was an-
nounced that before they 
were disbanded the B-Spe-
cials were instructed to de-
stroy al l their records. 

Al l records were destroyed, 
even the book containing the 
order that they were to be de-
stroyed. 

It is being freely alleged 
that if these records had been 
kept they might have thrown 
light upon the manner in 
which certain citizens lost 
their lives. 

There was a recent case 
where an enquiry proved fruit-
less because men of the 
R.U.C. blatantly covered up a 
colleague w h o s e savagery 
must have contributed to the 
death of Mr . Devanney. 

Judge Scarman said he 
took a most serious view of 
the destruction of the records, 
and told the B-men frankly 
that if they could not come 
up with some good reason, 
then the public was entitled 
to think the worst of them. 

The records were burned at 
the incinerator in Armagh 
police station. The order was 
given a t a conference of 
County Commandants of the 

Belfast—City of hate and fear 
par t i t i on the w o r k e r s in the 
Shank i l l Road are under con-
s tant th rea t . 

I T is r emarkab le when one 
I reads the l i s ts of people 
cha rged w i t h a l l eged v io lence 
how o f ten the C a t h o l i c is an 
" u n e m p l o y e d l a b o u r e r " and 
how o f ten the S h a n k i l l Road 
man is a " c a r p e n t e r . " W h a t 
does th is mean ? It means 
tha t the reduc t i on in the 
labour fo rce of the sh ipya rd 
as a resu l t of c h a n g e d meth-
ods of p r o d u c t i o n has hit 
ce r ta in t r a d e s very hard. The 
genera l unce r ta in t y pu ts a big 
ques t ion m a r k over the fu ture 
of the S h a n k i l l . 

W h e n the S h a n k i l l men 
charged the B r i t i s h t roops 
who s tood be tween t hem and 
Un i t y f l a t s , they may have 
t hough t t ha t they were 
a t t a c k i n g the t r o o p s because 
they were p reven t ing them 
f rom g e t t i n g a t t he Ca tho l i cs . 
B u t they were rea l ly le t t ing 
of f the i r fear and ha t red of 
the endless unce r ta in t y they 
live in. 

These peop le have been led 
to bel ieve t h a t if Ca tho l i c s 
were a c c o r d e d equa l i t y the i r 
own care fu l l y p reserved l i t t le 
monopo ly , s h r i n k i n g as it is, 
wou ld go a t a b l ow . In so 
th ink ing they resemble the 
London docke rs w h o foo l ish ly 
suppor ted Enoch P o w e l l 
aga ins t the co lou red men, be-
cause new m e t h o d s of hand-
l ing ca rgo was pu t t i ng a 
quest ion mark over dock land . 
They were l ike the wh i te 
workers w h o c a m e out on 
s t r ike when the owne rs of the 
Sou th A f r i c a n d i a m o n d mines 
dec ided to get co lou red men 
to do sk i l l ed w o r k fo rmer ly 
done by wh i tes . Though they 
had a l i t t l e more j us t i f i ca t i on 
than the S o u t h A f r i c a n s , who 
were we l l pa id , they were de-
fending a l i t t le monopo l y . If 
the number of docke rs was 
being cons tan t l y increased, 
the London men w o u l d have 
had no fear of the co lou red 
men 

>1 v v 

AN D yet the t ragedy is tha t 
there is no hope what -

soever for the S h a n k i l l unless 
it learns to un i te w i t h Fa l ls . 
Under present c o n d i t i o n s th is 

(From Page One) 
is of the g rea tes t d i f f i cu l t y . 

- I n the event of a B i l l of R ights 
be ing passed, undoubted ly 
over a per iod of t ime the Pro-
tes tan t monopo l y in indus-
t r ies l ike the sh ipya rd where 
it is t r a d i t i o n a l not to have 
many Cathol i fcs, wou ld be 
broken. 

Bu t the P ro tes tan t s shou ld 
s u p p o r t the B i l l jus t the 
same. For the monopo ly is 
g o i n g to be b roken anyway. 
It is a so lemn du ty to a l l who 
rega rd themse lves as leaders 
of P ro tes tan t wo rke rs to turn 
the i r m inds to the fu tu re and 
a w a y f rom the pas t . For a ter-
r i b le dange f foQni§ before 
t h e m w h i c h on ly those who 
unde rs tand the fu l l v i l la iny of 
B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m w i l l ap-
p rec ia te . 

Pu t the m a t t e r c rude ly . 
H o w long w i l l the B r i t i s h 
Gove rnmen t s t a n d for the 
cos t of i ts exerc ises in Bel-
fas t ? A l ready there have 
been demands in the House 
of Lo rds tha t t he cost shou ld 
be cu t by hand ing over the 
s ix count ies to the Repub l ic . 
It is the f i rs t c h i r r u p of w h a t 
may become a chorus . A n d 
t h e noble lo rd a rgued tha t 
under the C o m m o n M a r k e t , 
E n g l a n d w o u l d con t ro l bo th 
of t h e m even if t he twenty -s ix 
coun t i es borS ' the expenses of 
p o l i c i n g the nor th . 

B u t wou ld the twenty -s ix 
coun t ies accept the s ix if they 
were o f fe red t o m o r r o w ? They 
say they wou ld , but wou ld 
they ? 

A ft i 

BRIT ISH impe r i a l i sm has 
o ther measures up its 

s leeve. Under the E.E.C , 
g r a n t s and o ther f o rms of a id 
to indus t ry are express ly for-
b idden . It is only necessary to 
ca r ry out the ru les of E E.C. 
s t r i c t l y and hal f the labour 
fo rce of the six coun t ies can 
be d i semp loyed a n d packed 
of f to wo rk in Ge rmany . The 
S h a n k i l l can be bu l l dozed , re-
bu i l t a t lower dens i t i es and 
used for hote ls and o f f i ce 
b locks . This can eas i ly be the 
end of the ca re fu l l y ma in 
t a ined Pro tes tan t ghe t to un-
less the P ro tes tan t s ca tch 
themse lves on. 

The sheer fury of the eco 

nomic s t o r m that is ga ther ing 
is not be ing prophes ied. It is 
d o u b t f u l if the ex t remis t 
leader, Mr . Pais ley, has the 
s l i gh tes t ink l ing of the danger 
his peop le are running into 
wh i l e he is regal ing them on 
exce rp ts f rom Joshua and Re-
ve la t ion . 

The s ta lemate w h i c h has 
been a r r i ved at means that it 
is very d i f f i c u l t for the people 
of the s ix count ies to extr i -
ca te themse lves f rom the i r 
present p red icament by the i r 
own e f fo r t s a lone, or solely 
by the i r o w n in i t ia t ive. 

ft ft ft 

IT is, the re fo re , essent ia l for 

the w o r k i n g c lass of the 
imper ia l p o w e r tha t is the 
cause o f t he impasse, shou ld 
raise t h e i r voices resolute ly 
aga ins t B r i t i s h Tory po l icy , 
and th i s can be best done by 
secur ing as many f resh sig-
natures as poss ib le to the pe-
t i t i on fo r a B i l l of R igh ts , and 
a t t end ing the lobby of M a r c h 
24th . 

B r i t a i n has turned Be l fas t 
into a c o c k p i t . The cocks are 

»equ ipped w i t h spurs and are 
being g o a d e d and f l u r r i ed in-
to a f i gh t . The only way to 
save t h e m is to s top the 
game. Tha t is the purpose of 
the B i l l of R igh ts . A f t e r it is 
passed and the basis of divi-
s ion be tween Ca tho l i c and 
Pro tes tan t has been removed, 
the t w o s ides w i l l f i nd it in 
the i r in te res t to wo rk to-
gether aga ins t the C o m m o n 
Marke t Fasc i sm, and for eco-
nomic res t ruc t ion . 

Rising re-lived 
"Agonv at Easter," by Thomas 

M.'Coffey (Harrap, CI.75). 
''THE author of "Agony at Eas-

ter" appears concerned to 
turn an aspect of history into 
an experience. 

In order to apply this novel treat-
ment to a subtect which has al-
erady received the attention of 
many writers he sought, information 
not only from sources already re-
corded but also consulted many 
persons who were either involved 
in the week of insurrection or were 
near to the events of that perUxl 
and he prefaces the work with an 
impressive catalogue of books and 
persons employed in his research. 

The scope of the book is confined 
almost entirely to the action at the 
General Post Office and outposts in 
its immediate yiclnity, and it is 

(Continued on Page Seven) 

SUCCESSFUL 
N.I.C.R.A. 

CONFERENCE 
j^T a conference in the St. 

Mary's Hall, Belfast, the 
Government of Ireland Act and 
how to amend it to provide for 
democracy in the six counties 
was discussed by a gathering of 
over 60 delegates. 

In the chair was Mr. Kevin 
Agnew, the famous Republican 
solicitor, of Maghera, in Co. 
Derry. 

The attendance was largely 
composed of Republicans, but 
there was a sprinkling of 
N.I.C.R.A. members of other out-
looks, including members of the 
N.I.L.P., and the Communist 
Party of Ireland. There were 
also one or two "progressive 
Unionists." 

Mr. Kadar Asmal, of the Law 
Department of Trinity College 
Dublin, gave an account of the 
Government of Ireland Act and 
its application in Northern Ire-
land. 

Mr. Desmond Greaves, editor 
of the "Irish Democrat," ex-
plained the Bill of Rights for 
which the co-ordinating commit-
tee of Irish organisations was 
campaigning, and Mr. Tom 
McDowell explained the origin 
of the campaign for signatures 
to a petition to be presented at 
a lobby of the House of Com-
mons on March 24th. 
J^HERE was a useful discus-

sion in which about 15 
delegates took part. The main 
important proposal for modify-
ing the draft was in relation to 
the application of the Race Re-
lations Act to Northern Ireland, 
as it was felt that if (as pro-
posedin the Bill) the Commu-
nity Relations Ministry admini-
sters the Act on behalf of West-
minster, the known character of 
the Ministry's officials is such 
that Catholics would not have 
confidence in their impartiality. 

Mr. John Hume explained the 
proposals he had put before the 
Crowther Commission and which 
he had been congratulated upon. 
He made the point that by rights 
Irish law should not be depend-
ent on English law but should 
develop on its own. 

Mr. Kevin Boyle, of "People's 
Democracy," considered that 
economic questions should be 
intermingled with civil rights, 
and he thought N.I.C.R.A. should 
take up issues of housing and 
poverty. While s o m e others sup-
ported this view, the majority 
seemed to think that the cobbler 
should stick to his last. 

Another P.D. speaker thought 
the Bill of Rights had only 
"limited relevance." It was con-
ceded that it had not got un-
limited relevance. 

ENIGMA 
"Lessness," bv Samuel Beckett 

Colder & Boyars, 10/-). 
Y CONSIDERED as s imply a jeu 

y d'esprit or alternatively as 
an advanced stage in the pro-
gress of Beckett's s ty le from 
amplitude to frugality, this lat-
est "short text" e ludes criticism 
One reads it and the sound of 
the syllables, heard or imagined, 
conspires with the word-asso-
ciat ions to suggest a theme and 
mood which will vary from 
reader to reader. 

Sounds correspond to the brush-
strokes of a contemporary painter 
like Ivor Hitchens, hinting instead 
of stating. Nuance of tone super-
sedes clarity of structure as if 
to exemplify Marshall McLuhan's 
theory of a development in human 
perception, under the conditions of 
the electronic age. from a linear 
and logical process to one thai is 
diffused and kaleidoscopic. 

SEAMUS TREACY. 
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GENERAL 
MONROE 

EDITED BY 

I I Y name is George Campbell, at the age ot eighteen 
I joined the United Men to strive tor the Green, 

And many a battle I did undergo 
With that hero commander, brave General Munroe. 

Have you heard of the battle of Ballinahinch 
Where the people oppressed rose up in defence ? 
When Munroe left the mountains his men took the field 
And they fought for twelve hours and never did yield. 

Munroe being tired and in want of a sleep 
Gave a woman ten guineas his secret to keep ; 
But when she got the money the devil tempted her so 
That she sent for the soldiers and surrendered Munroe. 

The army they came and surrounded the place 
And they took him to Lisburn and lodged him in ja i l ; 
And his father and mother in passing that way 
Heard the very last words that their dear son did say : 

"Oh, I die for my country as I fought for her cause 
And I don't fear your soldiers nor yet hee«i your laws. 
And let every true man who hates Ireland's foe 
Fight bravely for freedom like Henry Munroe." 

And 'twas early one morning when the sun was still low 
They murdered our hero, brave General Munroe 
And high o'er the Courthouse stuck his head on a spear 
For to make the United Men tremble and fear. 

Then up came Munroe's sister, she was all dressed in green, 
With a sword by her side that was well-sharped and keen, 
Giving three hearty cheers, away she did go, 
Saying, "I ' l l have revenge for my brother Munroe." 

All ye good men who listen, just think of the fate 
Of the brave men who died in the year '98, 
For poor old Ireland would be free long ago 
If her sons were all rebels like Henry Munroe. 

THE BOSTON 
BURGLAR 

I WAS born and bred in Boston* boys, a place you all know well 
Brought up by honest parents, the truth to you I'll tell; 

Brought up by honest parents and reared most tenderly 
Till I became a sporting blade at the age of twenty-three. 

My character was taken and I was brought to trial 
My parents thought to bail me out, but I was kept in jail. 
The jury found me guilty and the judge he wrote it down— 
"For robbing of the Union Bank you are sent to Charlestown." 

1 saw my aged father and he standing by the Bar, 
Likewise my mother a-tearing out her hair, 
A-tearing of her old grey locks and the tears came trickling d o w n -
Saying, "John, my son, what have you done to be sent to 

Charlestown ?" 

There's a girl in Boston City, boys, a girl I do love well, 
And if e'er I get my liberty with her I mean to dwell, 
If e'er I get my liberty, bad company I wil l shun, 
And the robbing of the Union Bank, likewise the drinking of rum. 

Ye lads that are at liberty should keep it while ye can ; 
Don't roam the streets by night or day or break the laws of man 
For if ye do ye're sure to rue and become a man like me 
A-serving out twenty years in the penitentiary. 

PATRICK BOND 

Bhios—sa la i 
bPortlairge 

OBHtOS-SA la i bPortlairge 
* Fol do. fol di, fol deiriom 

Bhi fion agus punch ar chlar ann 
Fo!, do . . . 
Bhi Ian an tighe de mhna ann 
Fol, do . . 
Agus mise ag ol a slainte 
Fol, do . , . 
Agus d'ealuigh bean on Rath liom 
Fol, do . . . 
Agus triur o Thiobrad Aran 
Fol, (jo . . . 
Ni raibh a muinntir sasta 
Fol, do . . . 
Hi rabhadar na leath-shtasta! 
Fol, do . . . 
0, raohad-sa an Charraig amaireach 
Fol, do . . . 
Agus bearfad cailin breagh liom 
Fol, do . . . 
Gheobhaimid trid an mbearna 
Fol. do . . . 
Cuir fios ar sagart laithreach! 

W H O FEARS TO 
SPEAK OF 

EASTER WEEK 
iAir: "The Memory of the Dead") 

WHO fears to speak of Easter 
Week? 

Who dares its fame deplore? 
The red-gold flame of Erin's name 

Confronts the world once more! 
Oh, Irishmen, remember then, 

And raise your heads with pride, 
For great men and straight men 

Have fought for you and died. 

The spirit-wave that came to save 
The peerless Celtic soul, 

From earthly stain of greed apd 
gain 

Had caught them in its roll; 
Had swept them high to do or die, 

To sound a t rumpet call: 
For true men though few men, 

To follow one and all. 

Upon their shield a stainless field, 
With virtues blazoned bright; 

With Temperance and Purity 
And Truth anil Honour dlght. 

So now they stand, at God's right 
hand, 

Who f ramed their dauntless clay, 
Who taught them and brought them 

The story of today. 

The storied page of this our age 
Will save our land from shame. 

The ancient foe has boasted-ho! 
That Irishmen were tame. 

They'd brought their souls for paltry 
dotes. 

And told the world of slaves. 
That lie, men! shall die, men! 

In Pearse and Plunkett's graves. 

The brave who've gone to linger on 
Beneath the tyrant 's heel— 

We know they pray another day 
With clash of clanging steel. 

Now from their cell their voices 
swell, 

And loudly call on you. 
Then ask, men! the task, men! 

THAT YET REMAINS TO DO. 

THE ROSE OF ARANMORE 
k i Y thoughts today, though I'm far away, dwell on Tirconnaill's shore, 

The salt sea air and the colleens fair of lovely green Gwcedore. 
There's a flower there beyond compare that I'll treasure ever more, 
That grand colleen in her gown of green, she's the Rose of Aranmore. 

I've travelled far 'neath the Northern Star 6ince first I said goodbye, 
And seen many maids in the golden glades beneath a tropic 6ky, 
But there's a vision in my memory that I always wil l adore -
That grand colleen in her gown of green, the Rose of Aranmore. 

But soon I will return again to the scenes I loved so well, 
Where many an Irish lad and lass their tales of love do tel l ; 
The silvery dunes and blue lagoons along the Rosses shore, 
And that grand colleen in her gown of green, the Rose of Aranmore. 

LOUGH SHEELIN SIDE 
CARE thee well, my country, a long farewell 
' With what bitter anguish no-one tell. 
'tis now I'm out on the ocean wide 
Far from the homes I love by Lough Sheelin-side. 

When I wed young Eileen both young and tall 
We were the envy of the young men all. 
'twas then I took her with bashful pride 
To our cottage home by Lough Sheelin-side. 

But alas, our joy was too young to last 
The landlord came our young home to blast: 
'Twas then I pleaded for mercy, but no, 
They turned us out in the blinding snow, 

Our friends they closed their doors all 
For fear his vengeance should on them fall. 
Young Eileen fainted and in my arms died 
As the snow piled high by Lough Sheelin-side. 

So we laid her down in the churchyard low, 
Where in the springtime sweet daisies grow. 
I shed no tears, for the font had dried, 
On that awful night by Lough Sheelin-side. 

So farewell, my country, farewell for aye, 
This ship must bear me so far away. 
My thoughts go back to my murdered bride 
In the graveyard low by Lough Sheelin-side. 

BRENNAN ON THE MOOR 
I T'S of a bold young highwayman the story I will tell, 
• His name was Willy Brennan and in Ireland he did dwell; 
It was on the Kilworth mountains he commenced his wild career 
And many a wealthy nobleman before him shook with fear. 

CHORUS: 
And it's Brennan on the moor, Brennan on the moor, 
Bold, brave and undaunted was young Brennan on the moor. 

One day upon the highway, as Willy he went down, 
He met the Mayor of Cashel a mile outside the town; 
The Mayor he knew his features and he said "Young man," said he 
"Your name is Willy Brennan, you must come along with me." 
Now Brennan's wife had gone to town some victuals for to buy 
And when she saw her Willy she began to weep and ory. 
He said, "Hand to me tha t tympany," and as soon as Willy spoke 
She handed him a blunderbus from underneath her cloak. 
Now with this loaded blunderbus the truth I will unfold 
He made the Mayor to tremble and he robbed him of his gold; 
A hundred pounds was offered for his apprehension there, 
So he with horse and saddle to the mountains did repair. 
Young Brennan's made an outlaw upon the mountains high; 
With cavalry and infantry to track him they did t r y -
But he laughed at them with scorn until at last, 'tis said, 
By a false-hearted woman he was grievously betrayed. 

THE CROPPY BOY 
I T was early, early in the spring, 
I The birds did whistle and 

sweetly sing, 
Changing their notes from tree to 

tree, 
And the song they sang was Old 

Ireland free. 

It was early, early in the night, 
The yeoman cavalry gave me a 

fr ight; 
The yeoman cavalry were my 

downfall, 
And I was captured by Lord 

Cornwall. 

'Twas in the guard-house that I 
was laid 

And in a parlour where I was tried; 
My sentence passed and my courage 

low 
When to Dungannon I was forced 

to go. 

As I was passing my father's door 
My tender mother her hair she tore 
l looked behind and I looked before 
For my tender mother I shall ne'er 

see more. 

As l was going up Wexford Street 
My own first cousin I chanced to 

meet; 
My own first cousin did me betray, 
And for one bare guinea swore my 

life away. 
As I was mounted on the platform 

high 
My aged father was standing by 
My aged father did me deny 
And the name he gave me was the 

Croppy Boy. 

It was in Dungannon this young 
man died 

And in Dungannon hit body lies; 
Good people all that do past by 
Oh shed a tear for the Croppy Boy! 

IT HAPPENED IN FEBRUARY 
Feb. 3 Execution of the Fitzgeralds, 1537. 
Feb. 4 Republican students expelled from 

Trinity College, Dublin, 1798. 
Feb. 7 Barnes and MacCormack executed, 

1941. 
Feb. 8 Connolly wins Wexford Strike, 

1912. 
Feb. 11 Fenian attack on Chester Castle, 

1867. 
Feb. 12 MitcheVs "United Irishman" first 

published, 1848. 
Feb. 15 Dungannon Convention of the Vol-

unteers, 1782. 
Feb. 22 John Devoy jailed in Mount'joy, 

1866. 
Feb. 28- Five Republicans shot in Cork, 1921. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

RISING RE-LIVED 
(Continued from Page Five) 

..•.,.Mi)lv dii-.' U) tins attempt to con-
-i.n-u1 tli;' narrat ive that the work 
• til.-, to otter a cohesive and con-
py.< nig .iccount ot Easter Week 

!
r would i>e unfair both lo the 
author and those from whom he 

sought reminiscences to question 
i he accuracy of the many, almost 
casual scraps of conversation at a 
distance of more than half a cen-
tury , at a time when memory may 
have been impaired in the stress 
, nd excitement of action. 

However, a series of small and 
irritating errors emerging at an 
early stage in the book tend to 
undermine the reader's confidence 

Lee Martin rifles mentioned on 
fourth page may have been 

meant tor the clumsy and ineffi-
cient cavalry weapon of the third 
quarter of the 19th century, the 
M.'i'iini Henry . . . or . . . the 
oevnreable and accurate predeces-
sor of the British Army's Lee 
Eniield, the Lee Metford (a prize 
which any Volunteer would have 
: insured! >. 

Too many legends of Easter Week 
1110 the years which followed have 
open created and these, together 
with the effects of partisan feeling 
iti;i prejudice, have bedevilled the 
hi.itorian down to the present day. 
Th j author (unwittingly perhe.ps> 
re-urrects a number of myths we 
boned had died long ago. 

Agony at Easter" treats the Army 
,i the Irish Republic with pity, 
- : ••''rely enough bestowed, rather 
th.-n with the respect which it de-

i-s. Was this poor little band 
oi badly-trained men and women 
It'd by impractical poets and inept 
intellectuals the same army which 
fought the epic battles of Mount 
Sti'"et and the South Dublin Union? 

. and how may one equate 
Pe-use's "political inexperience" with 
1 lis "Sovereign People" which pre-
sented a blueprint for a new Ire-
land ' 

Although a sincere respect for the 
leader of the insurrection is evident 
throughout the book, the author 
seem-; to get close enough to them 
to appreciate their real characters, 
and he fails almost completely to 
understand the close affinity be-
tween Connolly and Pearse and 
their complementary qualities. 

One fleeting glance is offered of 
poor Sheehy Skeffington as he 
leaves the G.P.O. with paste-pot. 
brush and . . "a bundle of broad-
sides under his a rm" . . . (strange 
instruments indeed for even such 
a militant pacifist as Skeffington!). 
Paste-pot. placards and all, he walks 
off into the oblivion he might in 
fact have enjoyed had not Sir 
Francis Vane's splendid act of 
chivalry brought Skeffington post-
tiii mous fame and made his murder 
a highlight of Easter Week. 

if ft ft 
THE assessment of the military 

situation too falls short of fact. 
While correctly drawing attention 
to tactical faults; of employing the 
G.P.O. as general headquarters and 
the failure to prepare positions 
upon which to fall back, the author 
has not appreciated that shortcom-
ings such as the almost complete 
absence of an operational general 
•staff and the breakdown in commu-
nications between HQ. and the 
garrisons at an early stage in the 
insurrection, were due not to a 
defective plan of campaign but to 
the necessity to redeploy the forces 
available on Easter Monday. The 
s u r a - s ^ l . s t and of individual gar-
risons, of De Valera confidently in 
command of the Bolands area and 
MacDonagh impregnablv placed at 
•lambs' factory seem, rather unhap-
pily. outside I ho intended scope of 
I lie book. 

^ I' is rumoured that, "Agony at 
-ler" may he made into a film. 

There Ls much to bo said for the 
•spun of sincerity and attractive 
stylo in which the book has been 
written which would commend such 

adaptation. In its present form, 
however, Its defects create .so fine 

balance between success and 
failure that the book is something 
o! i disappointment, 

E. SHIELDS. 

A great Irish General 

Beautiful and 
evocative 

"Irish Art in the Romanesque 
Period 1020-1170," Vol. 3, by 
Francis Henrv (Methuen, 
4/10/-). 

i l / H A T a beautiful, scholarly, 
and evocative book this is. 

It celebrates another of the. 
powerful outbursts of Celtic art 
in Ireland, through centuries 
that go back, at least, to the 
first century B.C., with interrup-
tions of which the fiercest was 
a break of 170 years before the 
fresh flowering from 1000 A.D. 

After those two centuries of 
struggle with Danish invaders, 
the great Brian Boru who had 
been gathering the Irish into 
unity, defeated the Danes de-
cisively at the battle of Clontarf 
in 1014—the end of the long de-
structive war. 

After the battle, the monas-
tries which had survived began 
the slow process of re-establish-
ing their schools with their 
jewellers, carvers and illumina-
tors. According to Francoise 
Henry, Brian Boru, "sent pro-
fessors and masters—to buy 
books beyond the sea, and the 
great ocean; because their 
writings and their books in 
every church and sanctuary-
were burned and thrown into 
water by the plunderers, from 
the beginning to the end." 

i 
With the invaders defeated, a 

new period of intense intellec-
tual activity began which not 
only collected and preserved 
but was "directed eagerly to-
wards the most daring novelties 
of contemporary thought ?" 

This could refer to The Book 
of the Dun" Cow, written in 
Clonmacnoise around 1100. It 
contains (now in Dublin) epics, 
poems, genealogies, rescued by 
monks and scholars from the 
Viking destroyers. This latter 
book together with the earlier 
Book of Kells are the pride and 
wonder of artists and designers 
of any and all times. Complex 
and brilliantly coloured inter-
lacing designs are woven, 
mostly around the large initial 
letters. 

The interlacement characteristic 
of the books is carried through into 
carved crosses. The orosses are still 
to be found in Drumollfl, Sllgo, KH-
fenora, Dashel, Tlpperary, Tuam 
and Galway. 

This book reproduces all of the 
types from buildings to initial tet-
ters in all their splendour, and In 
their declaration to Ireland and the 
world of the long living art of Ire-
land's oraftsmen, scholars and 
artists. 

B.N. 

"The Great O'Neill," by Sean 
O'Faolain (Mercier Press 
paperback, 15/-). 

| [ U G H O'NEILL emerges f r o m 
th is detailed, scholar ly ac-

c o u n t as the g r ea t e s t soldier, 
d i p l o m a t , negot ia tor and leader 
of his t ime. The perennia l ques-
t ion is : W h y did he fail to 
a c h i e v e the smash ing of English 
ru le in Ireland ? 

Some might think O'Donnell and 
O'Neill had invented guerrilla war-
fare. but of course this type of war-
fare began with the invention of 
the spear and the bow and arrow 
and flourished where there was 
forest, mountain, bog. ravine and 
ford. It was O'Neill's military skill 
in this type of country that de-
feated so many of Elizabeth's 
armies. For nine years O'Neill and 
his allies used the skirmishing hit-
and-run ambush tactic with brilliant 
success, Before the coming of Lord 
Mountjoy, the device of stirring up 
trouble behind the English annjes 
sent men like Essex and Brcmgh 
hurrying back to the Pale. 

But Mountjoy was Elizabeth's 
trump card and she had become so 
alarmed at Irish victories that she 
dug deeply into the national purse 
to ensure Mountjoy's success. Mount-
joy respected his adversary and 
knew it would be a long campaign. 
His strategy was simple: (1> let 
the Pale take care of itself, (2) 
build a series of forts round Ulster, 
using the English navy to land men 
and supplies in O'Neill's rear. (3> 
break up the numerous alliances of 

O'Neill and O'Donnell by bribery 
and spies. 

lorians differ.: lift 
Iain's. 

lrom O'F.u-

^ yNEILL had been getting help 
from the Scots, and had been 

in negotiation with the Spanish for 
their assistance. An important item 
not mentioned in O'Paolain's ac-
count was that O'Neill not only-
wanted a Spanish army to land in 
Ulster but above all wanted artil-
lery to deal with the English forts. 

But, like ah the subsequent allies 
of the Irish, the help the Spanish 
sent was too little, too late and 
came to the wrong place—Kinsale. 

The Battle of Kinsale was a tra-
gedy for O'Neill because he was 
drawn into a situation where too 
many factors were outside his con-
trol. O'Donnell's youthful impe-
tuousness pressed for an attack on 
the English forces surrounding the 
well-defended Kinsale. He felt it 
dishonourable to wait. O'Neill, the 
realist, was for keeping to tradi-
tional tactics, cutting off the Eng-
lish food supplies and starving them 
out. Many English soldiers were 
already sick and they were running 
short of food. Unfortunately O'Neill 
allowed the needs of the Spaniards 
and O'Donnell's impatience to over-
come his better judgment. 

The result was the well-known 
battle in which the Irish used the 
rather clumsy Continental battle 
formation, in a type of warfare in 
which they had had little experi-
ence. The Spanish did not receive 
the message to come out and at-
tack the English in time and the 
Irish suffered a humiliating defeat. 
The account bv Irish military his-

j'FAOLAIN uses his considerable 
talents as a novelist and short-

story writer to tell this dramatic 
story of Irish heroism and English 
robbery and butchery. 

The book was first published in 
1942. and written during one of the 
darker periods of the Labour and 
Republican movements. Mr, O'Fao-
lain, who later became editor of 
Peadar O'Donnell's monthly "Bell," 
may perhaps be suspected of having 
unconsciously reacted to current 
moods of despair. 

It may be fair enough to say. 
"Tyrone had led a host of brave 
men, but they had been creatures 
of unconsidered tradition and habit, 
all impulse and emotion." We know 
the type today. But is it fair to 
regard the historians' transforma-
tion of heroes like O'Neill into 
romantic figures larger than life as 
all sentimentality? Perhaps that 
transformation* arises from the fact 
that there were some good heads, 
who kept them, and the fame lived 
on. 

In reading Mr. O'Faolain's life of 
Countess Markievicz I got the feel-
ing that a f te r an initial enthusiasm 
he came to dislike his subject. I t 
is a characteristic of this writer tha 
he deeply distrusts the enthusiasms 
of naive nationalism, I feel he 
goes too far. 

But ninty-nine per cent of the 
book is straight narrative, a sure 
guarantee that in this fine biog-
raphy the author indicates his own 
philosophy but does not allow it to 
dominate his subject. 

GERRARD CURRAN. 

IRONIES OF THE GREAT REVOLT 
"Dublin Castle and the 1916 

Rising," by Leon O'Broin 
(Sidgwick & Jackson, 50s., 
£2.50). 

JN making final preparations 
for the Easter Rising the 

secret military council of the 
I.R.B. were well served by the 
monumental inefficiency Of the 
colonial government and, even 
more ironically, by the devious-
ness of British policy. 

The triumvirate of govern-
ment consisted of a shrewd, 
ambitious "arriviste" at the 
Vice-regal lodge, an indolent 
absentee chief secretary who 
was simultaneously subordinate 
and (because of his Cabinet 
lieutenant, and an under-secre-
rank) superior to the lord-
tary, the ill-fitting kingpin of a 
ramshackle structure, a consci-
entious civil servant whose 
notion of loyalty was never to 
see or think anything that might 
be at odds with the chief secre-
tary's politics. 

Of these three Leon O'Broin's 
book (slightly amplified from an 
earlier version published in both 
Irish and English) gives lifelike 
and, except in the case of the 
unlovable Wimborne, sympa-
thetic portraits. It also shows 
how none of the trio ever 
achieved the con/idence of either 
of the others or the remotest 
idea of what was being thought 
and felt by their secret enemies. 

[fUT Government policy would 
have frustrated abler men 

or a saner system. It had its 
roots in the decision of March 
1914 not to move against the 
Ulster Volunteers. In the face of 
intensive Irish propaganda in 
neutral America Britain dared 
not attempt to disarm the Irish 
Volunteers while leaving the 
Orangement unmolested 

Mr. O'Broin quotes the royal 
commission of enquiry into the 

causes of the rebellion, the defeat was ensured by an effi-
chief-secretary, G. B. Shaw and 
A.E., all of whom accepted that 
the paralysis of the army was a 
direct result of the Govern-
ment's encouragement of rebel-
lious actions in the North. Mili-
tary action enabled the Volun-
teers to manoeuvre openly, 
which served to distract the 
attention of the incompetent 
intelligence from the conspiracy 
being hatched by Pearse, Plun-
kett and Ceannt. 

This cool appraisal of men 
and events brings out clearly 
the ironies of a desperate en-
deavour. It shows how military 

cient intelligence system which 
forced the leaders to act on 
Easter Monday without hope of 
German aid in order to frustrate 
the Castle's plan to round them 
up. 

Their well-preserved secrecy 
had to he paid for with the loss 
of key supporters like Bulmer 
Hobson. 

The unemotional tone of the 
book has the effect of heighten-
ing the most striking irony of 
all, the counter-productive effect 
of General Maxwell's ferocity in 
the weeks following the surren-
der. 

CI A RAN DESMOND. 

NOT QUITE SO SIMPLE 
"The Making of Northern Ire-

land," by D. R. O'Connor 
Lysaght (Citizens' Commit-
tee, 3/-). 

MR. LYSAGHT'S latest pieoe of 
dogmati9ation ends with the 

stirring trumpet-call: "Build a 
Citizen Army Now." Naturally he 
does not explain how a Fenian-style 
conspiracy is to tee organised in 
these times. But with the British 
navy boarding ships in Irish 
waters, the Dublin government re-
fusing to stand idly by and permit 
the northern minority to obtain life-
preserving weapons, the continuing 
operation of the Speolal Powers Act 
and fraternal co-operation between 
R.U.C., Gardai and Scotland Yard, 
It is not going to be easy. 

QUESTION: Having by some 
miracle accumulated a sufficient 
supply of arms, when will Mr 
Lvsaght's army go into action? 

ANSWER: When the British 
Government obliges Mr Lysaght 
by withdrawing its forces. 

tf. t} v 
i T H O U G H weak on strategy this 

1 pamphlet contains one or two 
good things. It gives en ad-
mirable account of the decline from 
liberalism to Protestant reaction in 
the north during the early decades 

of the union. It also indicates the 
complex of conflicting interests be-
hind the seemingly monolithic front 
of unionism. 

The author should know tha t 
successful resistance to an occupy-
ing power is possible only when a 
considerable body of opinion in the 
colonising state supports the claims 
of the colonised. It was through an 
alliance wittf French socialists tha t 
Algeria won independence. 

tr ft ft 
ri>HE campaign for a bill of rights, 

which Mr. Lysaght dismisses , 
so lightly, aims at promoting sym-
pathy in Britain for reform in the 
six counties. It thus attacks the 
partition settlement where it is 
weakest. In order to keep a politi-
cal foothold in Ireland Britain was 
forced to hand over control of N 

"S i reland to the Orange order. From 
that surrender have flowed all the 
abuses which can no longer be con-
cealed or condoned. Once Britain 
is forced to condemn Orange mis-
rule the 1920 arrangement has mis-
carried. 

Then progressive people like Mr. 
I.ysaght will find allies on both 
sides of the present sectarian cleav-
age for an advance towards the 
socialist republic. 

F IONNUALA MURPHY 
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STONE RECORDS 
"Guide to the Sational Monu-

ments of Ireland," by Peter 
Harbison (Gill & Macmillun. 
€1.50). 

I » O H n FAII.TF/S ^ Tin- National 
Monuments ui Ireland" mow 

out. ol print > incomprehensibly ex-
cluded the six counties from its 
eoveraye, thus backdating partition 
to the meualithic a,ye. The one 
serious limitation ol this new guide-
book is that, while it extends the 
range ol information on monuments 
m state care and deals with about 
a hundred others not in state care. 
it„still, by ignorinu the northern 
counties, implies a false cultural 
cleavage. 

Tiie introduction succinctly con-
denses the basic facts of the whole 
island's prehistory and history, en-
abling the user to form a mental 
time-line on which to fix burial 
chambers, high crosses, forts, mona-
steries and churches. 

Archselogical and architectural 
terms are explained in a glossary, 
the illustrations include old charts 
and paintings, photographs, original 
drawings and conjectural recon-
structions. and the beautifully prin-
ted pages are here and there orna-
mented with witty sketches by 
George Campbell. 

The book deserves to become a 
ludc mecum for anyone who is 
conscious, moving through the 
countryside and towns of Ireland, 
of being in contact with an ancient 
civilisation. By its omission of the 
truncated counties it may itself be 
one day a monument to one of 
history's greatest absurdities. 

CIARAN DESMOND 

A WORD TO 
TRADE 

UNIONISTS 
(Contimied from Page Two) 

single centre of direction is pos-
sible. And the natural allies of 
the Irish in Ireland, in Britain, 
are not merely the Irish in 
Britain, but comprise the British 
people, and particularly those 
who have shown their class 
consciousness and distinctness 
from capitalist imperialism by 
joining their appropriate trade 
unions. One purpose of the Con-
nolly Association is to provide a 
link between the new arrivals 
and the movement, and help the 
combination to become a force 
operating on British soil and 
under British conditions for 
combating imperialism on the 
Irish issue. 

Second, that both the trade 
unions and the Irish indepen-
dence struggle would be 
strengthened if that link were 
developed. Some Irish people 
who came here some time ago 
have become totally absorbed 
into the British trade union 
movement, and have forgotten 
Ireland. This is what some of 
those at home feared when they 
set up branches in Britain. It is 
of the greatest importance to 
appreciate that this is not a 
matter of "either" and "or." It 
is necessary to be both a trade 
unionist and an ambassador for 
Irish freedom. 

There is only one working 
class movement in Britain, and 
the Connolly Association is part 
of it. We want to see that 
movement as a whole standing 
up against imperialist policy in 
Ireland. That is our vision, and 
we invite Irish trade unionists 

<ind all those with Irish sympa-
thies to join the Connolly Asso-
ciation even if they can do no 
more than spread the atmo-
sphere of its policy among their 
members and strengthen its fin-
ances with their subscriptions. 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd., 
(T.U.), Nottingham Road, Ripley, 
Derbyshire, and published by 
Connolly Publications Ltd., at 
283 Grays Inn Rd, London, W.C.I. 

IRISH AGAINST THE 
COMMON MARKET 

s ^ P E A K I N G on J a n u a r y 31st at 
an i n f o r m a l con fe rence 

called by t h e Connol ly Associa-
tion on t h e sub jec t of Br i ta in , 
I r e l a n d and the C o m m o n Mar-
ket , Mr . A n t h o n y Coughlan of 
the C o m m o n M a r k e t S tudy 
G r o u p , D u b l i n , appea led to the 
Ir ish in Br i t a in to w r i t e home 
and a d v i s e the i r r e la t ives to 
b o m b a r d t he i r T.D.s w i t h de-
m a n d s t h a t I re land should pre-
se rve h e r independence and not 
•AO i n to E.E.C. 

He explained how entry would 
begin with a trading agreement, but 
gradually it had all been worked out 
before hand, the currencies would 
merge, the control of national 
finances would pass to bureaucrats 
in Brussels who were never elected 
and over whom the people could 
exercise no control. Then there 
would be a federation. And after 
that the countries would be merged 
altogether and Ireland, flooded with 
men who had come from the four 
corners of Europe to buy up her 
land and her industries would cease 
to exist. 

He explained that experts had 
calculated tha t some hundred thou-
sand people would leave the land. 
Many would emigrate. Industry 
would be destroyed with the result 
of more emigration. On the other 
hand if Ireland stayed outside the 
Common Market and simply nego-
tiated a Trade Treaty with it as 
other countries had done, she could 
preserve her industry, her inde-
pendence and her population. 

V I R A. BOOTH, the M.P. for 
Barrow-in-Furness who said 

he had visited many Common Mar-
ket countries and was appalled at 
the prices and low standard of 
living, explained the evils of entry 
as they affected the British worker. 
He explained that the organisation 
of the Common Market was totally 
undemocratic. The Commission had 
never been elected. They could re-
ceive instructions from nobody but 
themselves. Thus national sover-
eignty ceased to exist when a 
country joined. Even if there was 
a European Parliament, it must 
work within the framework already 
dictated. 

The Treaty of Rome guaranteed 
free movement of capital. "Has a 
working man ever had free move-
ment?" he asked. "Has an Irish-
man coming to England the right 
to work where he likes?" Free move-
ment fit capital meant it would be 
impossible to protect industries in 
development areas, and the whole 

of industry would be sucked towards 
the "golden triangle." the Rhine, 
Ruhr and Rhone. 

| I E thought England could sur-
* * vive perfectly well outside it 

and that the motives for entry 
were political. He was happy to say-
tha t his friends in the Labour Move-
ment were turning against it. In 
Ireland of course there had to be a 
referendum. In England the power 
was concentrated in Parliament and 
most powerful lobbies were at work. 
I t was important to secure the full-
est possible discussion. 

There was a very full and intelli-
gent discussion in which only one 
person present was prepared to sup-
port entry. Members of the Labour 
and Trade Union movement had 
come to hear the case for and 
against. Dr. Amphlett-Micklewright 
drew attention to the attempt by the 
Heath Government to move towards 
Fascism in Britain. 

The lilxrties of the people were 
being eroded. Little acts of 
tyranny were taking place, first 
in places where they would not be 
noticed, for example in the depriv-
ing of Humanist trusts of the 
charitable status. He gave warning 
tha t this was in preparation for the 
Common Market, for Germany, 
France and Italy were virtually 
Fascist countries and had no tradi-
tion of democracy. The aim was 
to fasten a similar system on us. 

Mr. Sean Redmond said tha t 
while he agreed that the Irish in 
Britain should respond to Mr. 
Coughlan's call, they must also re-
member .that if Britain could be 
kept out of the question of Ireland's 
entry would probably not arise. He 
urged the strongest possible cam-
paign. The Irish support Mr. 
Booth and any other individual or 
organisation that was prepared to 
put up a stand. 

\ I R . CHARLES CUNNINGHAM 
said at long last there was 

a Trade Union Committee against 
the Common Market. He criticised 
Mr. Harold Wilson and the Labour 
f ron t bench who by saying "wait 
and see" were disarming the British 
people in front of the greatest 
th rea t that had confronted them 
in centuries. 

Mr. Desmond Greaves said he 
thought the proposal to enter the 
Common Market was the most re-
actionary that he had heard in his 
life-time. The merging of all 
Europe to fight socialism had been 
proposed in the 'twenties. It had 
been Oswald Mosley's policy for a 
time, and he wondered if people 

Some ol the Members 
of Parliament who have 
signed the Petition for 
a Bill of Rights 

From MICHAEL McAULEY 
(Secretary, Manchester I.C.R.A.) 

Messrs. F. Allaun, J. Ash ton, N. Atkinson, 
M. Barnes, J. Barnett, J. Bennett, S. | 
Bed well, E. Bishop, A. Booth, H. D. m. Mcauley 
Brown, L. Carter-Jones, D. | Cann, M. Meacher, R. 
Clark, C. Davis, J. A. Dunn, 
M. Foot, J. Fraser, R. Free-
son, Q. Kaufman, R. Kelley, 
J. Lamond, A. Lyons, J. Mc-

Moore, A. Morris, S. Orme, 
Paul B. Rose, D. Steel, F. 
Taylor, R. Tuck, J. P. Mal-
lalieu, W. W. Hamilton. 

All the above Members belong to the Labour Party with | 
the except|on of Mr. D. Steel, who is a Liberal, and Mr. F. 
Taylor, who is a Conservative. 

knew that. The Treaty of Rome 
was a conspiracy to outlaw social-
ism, as socialism was incompatible 
with the existence of large-scale 
private capital, let alone its free 
movement. The Common Market 
was Hitler's new order in Europe. 
"If is a pity," he said, " tha t the 
20.000.000 people who were killed 
to stop tha t from 1939 to 1945 could 
not rise from their graves and see 
what their successors are doing with 
the freedom they won." 

He warned that the unrestricted 
concentration of capital in larger 
and larger centres, could never pro-
duce a stable system. "Indeed." he 
said, "it was this that brought the 
Roman Empire down as soon as the 
supplies of Egyptian corn were cut 
off. and the people had literally to 
throw themselves on the country-
side to escape starvation." The 
Common Market was offered as an 
alternative to, or a safeguard 
against, war. He was afraid he 
could imagine it ending up with 
the most terrible series of wars and 
revolutions tha t Europe had ever 
seen. 

He. called upon every Ir ishman 
and every Englishman present to 
see their common interest in de-
feating the most criminal proposal 
he had ever heard in his life. 

Announcements 
THE Standing Committee of the 

Connolly Association, to which 
the date of the next Annual Con-
ference of the Association had been 
referred, held a special enlarged 
meeting on January 31st, and de-
cided on the second week in Septem-
ber. 

Arrangements were made to ac-
commodate the services of a new 
worker in the office, Mrs. Stella 
Bond, the wife of the President who 
would be available on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from February 10th on-
wards. 

The instructions of the E.C. re-
garding the demonstration on July 
11th were checked and confirmed. 

There was correspondence invit-
ing the Association to participate in 
a picket around the time of certain 
political trials of Irishmen. The 
Committee recognised the good 
faith and worthy intentions of those 
who were organising the picket, but 
felt that the course of action being 
adopted was not that best calcu-
lated to help the accused. 

The subject of Irish political 
prisoners were discussed and it was 
decided to work for an amnesty in 
connection with the political settle-
ment that Association was seeking. 

Mr. Sean Redmond and Mr. Pat 
O'Donohoe were appointed to at tend 
as observers to the N.I.C.R.A. con-
ference In Belfast on February 13th/ 
l«th, 1971. 

NORTHERN 
LIGHTS 

A SUCCESSFUL demon-
stration meeting was 

held at Enniskillen on Satur-
day, January 19th, to protest 
against the jailing of Mr. 
Frank MacManus, M.P. It 
was considered outrageous 
that he should be given six 
months in jail when those 
who were with him in com-
mitting the 'offence' (to walk 
peaceably down the road) 
were given only £5 fines. 

The fear was that he might 
pay the fine like a sensible 
man and not allow himself 
the luxury of a demonstra-
tion, but go away straight to 
Westminster and demand an 
enquiry into Unionist tyranny. 

So they gave him no option 
of a fine. Resolutions should 
be sent to Mr. Maudling at 
the Home Office demanding 
that he intervene to restore 
this capable M.P. to liberty, 
for the benefit of his consti-
tuents. 

Among those present at the 
demonstration were Mr. Kevin 
Agnew and Mr. Tom Mac-
Dowell, of Birmingham. 

THE Unionists in the teach-
ing profession in the 

six counties seem to have 
won a victory. Instead of 
merging with the I.N.T.O. as 
everybody expected a n d 
hoped for, they have now 
agreed in principle to merge 
with the N.U.T. of London. 

This is doubly unfortunate. 
It divides Irish teachers who 
have more in common than 
either group with the Eng-
lish. It is also likely to create 
a Unionist lobby within the 
N.U.T. who are not likely ever 
to hear the opinions of the 
I.N.T.O. against partition. 

This is a problem with 
many British trade unions. 
The national-minded workers 
join the Irish unions, and the 
more backward elements join 
the British unions. T h u s 
whereas the Irish unions can 
stand comparison with any, 
the 'Ulster' branches of Eng-
lish unions are frequently a 
drag on progressive thought 
in the anti-imperialist front, 
though on industrial ques-
tions they attract support 
through their militancy. 

Another immigration 
scare 

A I R . MAUDLING has now denied 
- J any intention of introducing 
discriminating legislation against 
Commonwealth citizens living In 
Britain. 

That pres+tmably puts paid to 
rumours that Irishmen are to be 
made aliens. 

Of course, they couldn't do It. 
There are two million of us. Away 
back in 1940 this was decided. And 
they'll never amend the Ireland Act 
for fear of raking up old grievances. 

As for new entrants, we say what 
we said when the subject last came 
up. That was tinder the previous 
Tory Government in 1961. The 
"Irish Democrat" wrote:— 

"Caught in the tangled web of 
its own treachery, the Tory Gov-
ernment is trying to make a 
scapegoat of the Irish. Their 

hypocrisy exposed l>eiore the whole 
world, they are talking of Issuing 
Irishmen with permits solely as 
an alibi against the colour-bar 
charge." 
They say nothing now, as they 

said nothing then, of the Irish Act 
which gives British citizens equal 
rights in Ireland. If measures are 
taken against the Irish coming Into 
Britain, perhaps some of England's 
big-bottomed businessmen may find 
the pickings thinner in Dublin. 

The last scare came three months 
before Ireland's last negotiations 
with EJE.C. This time the game is 
to pressurise Lynch and Hillery into 
dropping the opposition to the Eng 
Ii.sh proposals for agriculture. 

And we still say—you get out of 
Belfast and we'll get out of Camdrn 
Town. 


