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HEATH PROMISES TO
THREE REPUBLICANS AT WESTMINSTER
PROTECT CATHOLICS
Paisley will be outclassed
The retpn of Gerry Fitt, Bernadette Devlin and Frank MacFROM MOLESTATION
WE MUST HOLD HIM TO IT!

I

N a personal letter to Desmond Greaves, editor o^*he
"Irish Democrat," Mr. E d w a r t | H a « t h has undertaken
to pretaet d i e persons and flrafjyfr. a t Belfast Catholics
during this month's festival of h a t t e d bigotry.

Mb* that Mr. Wilson would oerOn behalf of th« Connolly
Association, Mr. Greaves had UrtWy reply to the Association's
telegram.
sent the following telegram to
But apparently Mr. Wilson felt
Mr. Harold WlHon and Mr. Etftoo sure of winning to be bothered
ward Heath, the day after outwith the Irish There was no rerages had occurred in Belfast.
ply. , Perhaps
this
experience
"Catholic premises in Belfast
throws" sofcae light on why Labour
burned by Orange mobe last
l o s t f W o t t e r minority interests
night.
Would
Gonfatament
similar discourtesy?
headed by you guarantee complete safety o£ Catholic minority
this July. Please use prepaid
telegram to Connolly AssociatiCU^"'
«-, . f c " i i f f i i ' 'J**"*1*
Pbr sevens days there was n o
reply, and the Association made arrangements to picket the Labour
and
Conservative
party
headquarters in Smith Square, Westminster.
r
rHE Manchester branch of
Then came the letter from Mr.
Social Justice has been colHeath which ran:
lecting
signatures to the petition
"Dear Mr. Greaves,
for a Bill of Rights outside
Thank you for your telegram

Manus means that Irish nationalism has its strongest team at
Westminster since partition was imposed in 1921.
The gain on the nationalist will more than counterbalance the d e e p e n of Paisley, whose appearance is bound
t o cause e v e n farther disintegration in the already badly
disintegrated Unleniat Party.
There is no doubt that he will
The return of the Tories to
be outclassed, and the British power will, however, make the
public will receivl even more fight for Irish freedom harder
education.
to conduct in certain respects.
But the main thing is that it
shall be kept up. One thing is
certain, the return of the Tories
will not solve a single problem
of either the Irish or the British
peoples.

Now there is a double task set us.
The process of trying to educate
the British working class movement
away f r o m imperialism must go on.
But even if it were to adopt our
policy tomorrow, Labour is n o
longer the Government a n d cannot
carry i t out. _
T h e question is, is it a complete
waste of time to press progressive
policies on a Tory Government?
It is, of course, impossible that
a Tory, and therefore avowedly imperialist, Government would ever
accept the general anti-imperialist
principles which the Left wing of
Labour are prepared to accept

Over the past six years the aim
of- the Connolly Association and
those who foikfcr M* lead has been

Tory governments are no
more all-powerful than Labour

to a sense of its socialist responcompelled lfr.-Wilson to
sibilities, to pursue a policy .towards s
(Continued en gage Three)
Ireland that was not a mere-continuation of past imperialism.
• y l t . is unfortunately true that our
•efforts met with only a limited success. We won many fricpda^i^igdn
HARRY ALLEN writes on
ate Labour Party in jWaT
and most of them have
Notabilities of LAOtS.
their seats.

NEXT MOiitH

TOM REDMOND e n the

dance-hajfe, and the Grehan sisters have been taking it round
the folk clubs of England.

or seiine. ba to
from vMetgee' a n d W ^ P * , '
damage.
In t f o Ce
manifesto 'wo
have
undertaken t o provide tlw military a n d other aid necessary to
support Ml* Royal Ulster constabulary Mi keeping the peace
and ensuring freedom under the
law."
Youra sinoerely,
(signed) Edward Heath.
This is a letter f r o m the leader
of the Conservative' Party, and it
would be unrealistic t o expect it to
be couched In the language of Irish
Republicanism. What it does show
is the strength of public opinion in
Britain. It should give pause to
Unionist extremists w h o imagine
that the return of a Tory Govern-

ment is Hkely to give them licence
to plunge Into the type of excess
that h a s been known in the past
No reply was received from Mr.
Wilson.
The Connolly Association therefore called off its picket o n the Tory
Central Office, but continued its
picket of Transport House.
During the mm af the picket

Mr Scan Redmond was Invited to
officials Of the U*oar Party
lr
*i«H» the building. They premised

Messrs. Paul Rose, Prank Allaun,
Dr. Michael Winstan ley and several
Labour and Conservative candidates
have signed. As a result of circularising ward Labour parties five
invitations to address them have
been received.
I t will be remembered t h a t the

MANCHESTER
Conservative-controlled council in
Manchester banned Irish meetings
in municipally-owned halls.
It is
understood that this decision comes
for reconsideration on July 1st
The campaign has circularised all
councillors with the Irish case.
The campaign took part in the
conference
of
the
North-West
federation of Irish Organisations
a t which it waft, decided to call on
Irish voters to ensure the return of
a Labour Mverntnent for the sake
of the CIVu Rights movement, and
members have worked for Labour
candidates in the constituencies.
It will be recalled that the branch
has also exerted influence in the
trade union movement, having successfully secured the passing of a
resolution at the A.8.T.M.S. branch
on April 9th.

Oxford Mottfi
oftf*?!*
"THE appeal of Mr. Conor
Lynch against conviction on
charges alleging connection with
arms activities, was due for
hearing at the end of June. He
w a s a student.
There are a number of other Irish
prisoners held-on the same type of
charge whose appeals are also due.
These include Mr. Doherty of
Glasgow, and Mr. Smullen, who
lived in London. Mr. Smullen was
at one time a member of the Connolly Association, and took part in
Its parade on May Day, 1980. He
is a man of markedly progressive
views.
Another prisoner is Mr. Barry
Bruton, whose brother, Terence
Bruton, was many years ago connected with the work of the Connolly Association in Coventry. Barry
Bruton was a member of the Belfast Connolly Youth Movement and
is a • young man of tremendous
idealism and deep convictions.
Since the cases of these men are
sub judice it would not be proper
to Comment on the legal Issues involved In them. Perhaps we may
be able to say more next month.
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SUNDAY, 12 JU1Y
4.30 p.m. PROCESSION leavee Hyde Park 3.0 p.m.

p L A N NA hEIREANN organised a
^ demonstration march through
the. city of Oxford on Wednesday,
June 10th, to draw attention to the
position of the Irish political prisoners, and to form a fund-raising
Prisoners Release Committee.
There
ers and
speakers
Murphy

were fifty to sixty marchthey were, addressed by
from Birmingham, Donald
and Seamus Collins.
^^
RICKY RYAN.

YOU CAN BOY TNI
at

DUBLIN:
New Books, l«a Pearse Street.
BELFASTi
Bookshop at SmithftoW.
LONOONi
MS S r a y * inn Reed, W.C.I.
Collets, N Charing C m s Road.
Central Books, » Grayi i n n R d .
Psaos News, 1 Caledonian Road.

GLASGOW s
ciy*

CM High Street,

Make sure of
DEMOCRAT . .
Take out a subscription.
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UNDBtTAKMG

M

IRISH DEMOCRAT

BIRMINOMAMt
Key Books, «S Essex Street.

FELIX DUFFY on the
Connelly Youth Band.

R. FRED T. WILLKY, now
Labour MJ» for Sunderland
North, sent the following letter to
Mr. Michael Crowe, who h a d approached him during the election
campaign:—
—
"I am writing to confirm that
I will certainly do all I can to
ensure that provision should be
made to guarantee to the people
of Northern Ireland a s t a n d a r d
of civil liberty, not lower t h a n
that obtaining In the remainder
of the United Klngdqp."
In a reply expressing appreciation
of Mr. Willey's undertaking, Mr.
Crowe recalled a conversation he
had had with Mr. Willey In a letter
which included the
<

SPEAKERS:

MRS. EDWINA STEWART
(Secretary of N I C R A ( B e l f a s t )

ALASDA1R RAFTERY
(Editor, Irish Socialist, Dublin).
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PASSED THE WRONG RESOLUTION
X-II S T O R Y w a s m a d e and unm a d e w h e n the National
U n i o n of V e h i c l e Builders' Conf e r e n c e m e t at Bray, Co. Wickl o w , during the last w e e k in
May.
The

Shepherds

Bush

(London)

Branch h a d put down the most progressive

resolution

on

in recent trade union

Irish

affairs

history.

«

T h i s resolution demanded
that
the
British
Government
impose
a Bill of Rights on the Stormont
Government, writing parity of democracy with Great Britain into its
constitution so that no future Government at Stormont could alter it.
But

it also

demanded

that

Bri-

tain recognise the right to a united
Ireland "when the Irish people considered the time opportune to exercise it."
This resolution should f o r m a
model for all those desirous that
the British Labour movement adopt
a socialist policy regarding Ireland.
But at the suggestion of M r . Baxter, secretary of the union's Belfast
branch, the resolution was referred
back to the union's national executive. Mr. Baxter thought that if it

BELFASTMAN CONQUERS AT BRAY
was carried it could be used by certain sections in the North to cause
f u r t h e r unrest.
One of the m a i n factors helping
towards this decision was the piteous
speech of Mr. D a n Browne, who
dwelt on the complexities of the
problem, and how the solution must
be " l o n g term" a n d how "ineffective
reason and persuasion could prove
in the face of emotion and anger."
M r . Brown (not to be confused
w i t h D r . N o e l - B r o w n e ( who, w h a t ever his political faults, would h a v e
(Hit u p ^ definite case) is a leader
of t h e Irish Labour Party, many of
whose most progressive
members
have foolishly resigned their positions
as a protest
against
the
party's extreme r i g h t - w i n g policies.
Instead,
the

ending

a

resolution
of

the

calling

Special

for

Powers

Act was passed. It was sponsored by
the Cricklewood ( L o n d o n )

branch.

T h e purpose of this resolution
was not clear. The Government has
already announced the impending
repeal of the Special Powers Act. I t
has already announced that it will

Owing to the Election it has
not been possible to list subscribers to the "Irish Democrat"
maintenance fund in time for
dress day.
Acknowledgments
will tie made next month.
Meanwhile the needs of the
paper remain acute. Donations
should be sent to 283 Grays Inn
Road.
Other things to do—take a few
copies to sell among your
friends; send U9ed books for our
book sale; write for a collecting oard ; invite your friends to
take out annual subscriptions;
M i * 4fce Connolly Association
and w e a r a Connolly i M i g f e
•

^ y ^ H A T is the p o l i c y of the
T o r y G o v e r n m e n t likely to
be?
(1) Crushing the trade unions, and
keeping down wages;
(2) Introducing the Common Market system of taxation and
agricultural policy before entry
in order to commit the country
to entry even against its will;
(3) Squandering the national wealth
East of Suez:
(41 Limiting the
right
of free
speech and public demonstration;
(5) Doing away with municipal enterprise.
These measures, f a r from strengthening the economy, are likely to
lead to an economic crisis. There
will be bankruptcies and increased

HEROIC VENTURE
-

"Atlantis : A Quarterly Revtew"
(Atlantis, 2 Belvedere Place,
Dublin, I, 35/- per year).

T

HIS newcomer to the bookstalls
may be a sign of the times. The
craft of writing Is nowadays less
commonly regarded as an affront to
Irish decency than It was in the
da^s of Owen Roe (VSnlltwai or of
BriwSey McNanam or Sean O'Oasey.
Thi» wvyA* bewuae the peA*otenial
generation, shaking Itself free of the
oflahore-tfaad vnabmne, te fcegtanlng
to see Vht «urttry m ftometblfcg more
than a sacred trust or an operational
1MM for foreign mtmUm^Mm. No
m m ooBrtrrtifl to think of «Mmselves, in Benedict Klejy's phrase, as
"whores at half doors," writers feel
tree to pay their environment the
tribute of a critical appraisal.
Atlantis will make its contribution
to the national self-scrutiny. The editor also hopes it will ensure that an
Irish voice is heard in the bribel of
tangoes "now desperately engaged In
seeking solutions to the proMettis of
a benlfted world.
m the first issue Conor Crnise

O'Brien explains the paradox of Edmund Burke whosl radical sympathies led him to oppose revolution in
Ireland as in Prance through fear
of the destructive reaction it would
unleash. An extract from a forthcoming novel by Brian Moore gives a
glimpse into the pious but sterile
life of middle-class catholics tn Belfast before the political earthquake of
1968. Denis Donoghue writes on the
significance of* words in literature
There are poems by Irish writers and
one American, and a story translated
from the Russian of Isaac Babel by
Max Hayward.
We are at a point of history when
Ireland's past, both glorious and
tragic, the climactic present and the
parlous future cry out for a sane assessment. A magazine which hopes
to -provide this and accepts as Its
parish the wide world of the mind
would have won the approval of
James Connolly. It has been well
supported by sponsors and patrons
The most fitting salute from the
reading public will be a cannonade of
annual subflcrlptlons.
EAVANN COWOR.

MAKE 9ME OF IT!
GetfeeDtmcrat posted te yeu
If you would like to hav« the " D E M O C R A T " posted to
you, send this cutaMrt Krftti your subscription to :
T h e IRI8M DEMOCRAT, K 3 Grays Inn « « . , L o n d o n , W.C.I
w i t h 16/- for a y e a r
Name
Address

HE

T

situation

that

frequently

Englishmen

arises

anxious

to

adopt a socialist policy towards Ireland are confronted

with

Irishmen

who do not want national independence,

or

are

afraid

of

its

conse-

quences.
The English are thus confronted
with Republicans on the one hand
who curse them for partition and its
disastrous consequences, a n d on the
other by people who reserve the
right to blame England, but behave
as if they were anxious always to
have something to blame besides
themselves.
What
ened

should

a sensible

Englishman

do?

enlight-

He

should

make up his own mind. Ireiaryd was

Conservative poffcy

WHAT YOU
CAN DO

J

be replaced by other legislation to
the same effect and just as bad. On
the face of it, therefore, it might
appear that the Cricklewood resolution was a piece of electioneering
aimed at getting votes for Mr. Wilson and Mr. Callaghan. But this
cannot be, for the election had not
been announced when it was sent
in.

8/- for six months

unemployment.
Those who voted
Conservative because the Wilson
Government was lousy are now going to enjoy a Government that is
"bloody lousy."
What should be done? Mr. Jack
Jones of the Transport Union suggests t h a t Labour's term out of
office should be spent correcting
the weaknesses in Labour's policy.
These weaknesses were due to the
fact t h a t Labour ran away from its
own programmes. If it had stuck
to its programme, carrying out the
decisions of the Labour Party Conference. tod responding to the call
of the rank and file for a Socialist
policy, Wflson would still be in
office today.
There Will be many questions
asked at the party conference this
summer.

CORRECTION

Not even a Belfast m a n has the
right to teH Englishmen that they
M U S T be imperialists. A n d they
should reject his foolish advice, not
for the sake of the
Dubiinmen's
bright blue eyes, but in their own
interests as democrats a n d socialists,
for the sake of their own class in
their own country. For the Belfast
proposition
is
that
Englishmen
should support T o r y i s m in action.
No Belfastman has a right to dem a n d that. English trade unionists
should heed their Belfast colleagues
regarding the m a n n e r of applying
the policy of self-determination for
Ireland; they should not even entertain discussion of their right to
(icy.

A SPEAKER
The Connolly Association
will
supply a speaker
to YOUR organisation
on the Irish
question
at any time.
•Thus on Monday,
June
22nd,
the London
Jewish
Graduates'
Desmond
Greaves
addressed
Association.
In early July he
will speak to the B u x t o n R o t a r y

Club. Mr. Pat Hensey on June
15th
addressed
the
Hemel
Hempstead
Communist
Party
and on July 2nd addresses
the
Penge
Branch.
The
Association
is
always
particularly
glad to send
speakers to trade union branches.
No
matter
whether
the
audience
will be small or large, do not
hesitate
to ask for a
speaker.
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Eccr
Theatre critic
I REVIEWS ':
of genius
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National painter
"Jack B. Yeats," by Hilary
(Routledge
& Kegan
(£525).

Plye
Paul,

TACK YEATS, by a long life of
creative activity, lias raised for
himself, like Horace, a monument
more lasting than bronze. This comprehensive biography, filled as it is
with material from every available
source, provides a key to the understanding of his achievement as an
illustrator In black and white, as a
watercolourist and a painter in oils
and, more surprisingly for devotees
of Irish letters conditioned to prefix
the letters WB to the name Yeats,
as playwright, novelist and storyteller.
Miss Pyle has concerned herself
with the
whole man
Yeate's
strfength of purpose, his self-discipline, independence, conrtesy, patriotism, idiosyncratic humour and ample
zenevolence are shown to be as funds
mental to his art as the many-sided
development of his technique, on
which the biographer focuses an expert scrutiny.
Several suggestive lines of thought
are put forward: a comparison between Yeats's idea of "half-memory"
and Wordsworth's definition of lyricpoetry. his compassionate interest
between 1910 and 1916 in the working people fnr whom I.arkln was
fighting, his sympathy with the Idealism of Pearse. and the mixture of
admiration, affection and detachment which mflMcat his relationship
with his elder brother
The point Ls made that, for all the
worldwide acclaim
according
to
Yeats during tHe 1940s, he Is not
yet .sufficiently appreciated as Ireland's greatest artist, Thta book will
certainly stimulate Interest In his
work in time for the centenary of his
birth next vear.
EAVANN CONOR

"Shaw on Shakespeare,"
by Edwin
Wilson
Shakespeare
Library,

the

edited
(Penguin
12/-)

" P H E writings of G.B.S. on Shakespeare may be read as an introduction to the dramatist's work, as
English journalism at its highest
peak, an Irish humoor, as the casehistory of an eccentric savant, as
a model of the art of reviewing, as
a satire on the Victorian theatre,
as the basis of a liberal education,
or simply for the pleasure inherent
in novel ideas oouched in impeccably chosen phrases.
It might even be said of Shaw,
as Shaw said of Shakespeare, that
the sound's the thing. The truth
of his arguments—if truth has anything to do with aesthetic judgment
—is a secondary matter. The analogy with music is as strong in
Shaw's prose as in Shakespeare's
blank verse; the writer's feelings,
prejudices, theories, responses and
aversions flow into his cadences.
Everyone knows that
Shaw's
knowledge of Shakespeare was that
of a passionate h u t fastidious
admirer. What he couldn't abide
was affectation, the Victorian bardotatry which, tn default of true
appreciation, treated the plays as
holy writ.
By daring, in these
"Saturday Review" articles of the
"nineties, and letters to actors and
to the Press, to suggest t h a t 8hakepeare's vision was limited by the
kind of society he lived in—and,
being no scholar, he knew no other
--Shaw (he socialist was pleadtng
that the lives of ordinary people
are as worthy of consideration as
the passions of merchants and emperors

AND

RIP.

C.A.
COMMENT

^ " H E C o n n o l l y Association u
m e n t i o n e d o n Page T w o ot
t h e J u n e i s s u e of " A n PhoV
l a c h t , " m o n t h l y o r g a n of th?
"caretaker"
or
"provisional"
s e c t i o n of t h e R e p u b l i c a n movem e n t in D u b l i n .
T h e article in question states thy:
" t h e body fraudulently styling itself Sinn Fein h a s now allied itself
with
the
Connolly
Association
Connolly Y o u t h Movement, the
Irish Communist Party and othei
extreme Socialist elements in forming a National Liberation Front."
The writer of this article is mistaken. When the statement was
first made several months ago, the
Association sent a denial to all
newspapers including "An Phoblacht." Whether this ever reached
them we do not know. No newspaper published it.
T h e Connolly Association pres.-.
statement said t h a t the Association
h a d never been approached to take
p a r t in a National Liberation Front
and if it h a d been approached it
would have declined to participate
firstly because it does not organic
political activity within Ireland, and
second because the nature of ;hu
proposed National Liberation Front
h a s not been explained to it. and
it h a s received no material on
which to base a judgement as to
whether its formation is wise ot
opportune, and is thus entitled t.>
reserve its opinion. It neither supports nor condemns it.
A A A
' f p H E same article contains a reference which impinges on
Connolly Association policy. It accuses the Gill-Goulding wins oi
Sinn Fein of "campaigning to ret a i n Stormont instead of seeking
its abolition."
T h e Connolly Association is, of
course, responsible for nobody else's
campaigning but its own. But this
point involves policy within Britain.
Every Irish Republican and Nationalist that we have ever come
across is in favour of the abolition
of Stormont as a step in the reunification of Ireland. But Fianrut
Fail (for example) and some of the
northern nationalists would be prepared to allow it to continue for
a time provided it was subordinate
to a n all-Ireland Parliament in
Dublin, and not subordinate to the
English Parliament a t Westminster.
In

other

words, the issue is not

the existence of Stormont, but the
fact of sovereignty.
tants

of

the

six

Are the inhabicounties

under the Ultimate control of

to

be

Eng-

land or Ireland?

Now influential sections in the
English Labour Party, supported bv
Tories like' Etooch Powell and the
"Times" newspaper are urging that
if British strategy in the six counties should fall, then the six counties should be administered direct
f r o m London.
Such a Change would not altei
t h e position ae regards sovereignty
T h e six counties are under British
sovereignty now. T h e y would still
be then. The change would be foi
the convenience of British imperialism.
If Stormont is to be abolished,
t h e n it must be abolished in the
direction of amalgamation with
Dublin, not of strengthening the
British hold on the north of Inland.
We think if our Republican
friends will use their imagination.and put themselves in the planof
the
British
anti-imperialist
movement, they will see even
greater force in this argument
"We want British democrats id
org* on their Government the
adoption tit a policy of withdrawal
Irem Ireland. Hofc can we dn that
while urging t h a t Britain return*
in effect to the Act of Union? We
want British democrats to work f">
tfce withdrawal of British armed
farces from fee six counties, mm"*
t h e i r presence t h e r e Is only tolerable on a temporary basis while
totally exceptional conditions exist.
How can we in the same breath a -k
Britain to take over direct rule?
If British Imperialism deoides
rule the six oountles directly,
It be by its own decision, and
Its own responsibility, and let us
free to continue to demand that
gets out as qulokly as possible.

t«
iel
on
be
it
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Ben Owens

phoblacht

and

partitioned by British policy; the
policy goes on. T h a t policy is wrong.
Let it be reversed. Such reversal
does not demand foolish precipitate
action. But it certainly does not
allow the appalling proposition that
came f r o m Belfast, namely that a
British trade union should take up
the position that the Irish people
were not to have a united country
E V E N W H E N T H E Y W A N T E D IT,
and thought the time was opportune
to have it.

July

•THE death of Ben O w e n s on
' June 6th, at his home in
Brighton, removes f r o m
the
scene one of the great stalwarts
of the Irish and w o r k i n g - c l a s s
movements.
He was 81.
Born in C a s t l e w e l l a n ,
Co.
Down, he emigrated to Scotland
in his teens to j o i n an uncle
at Coatbridge or M o t h e r w e l l . It
was here that he had his first
introduction to socialism.
An
open-air meeting w a s in progress, one of the speakers f r o m
the British Socialist P a r t y attracted the attention of a g r o u p
of apprentices, and it w a s w i t h
difficulty that his uncle, a v e r y
pious man, dragged h i m a w a y
and w a r n e d h i m n e v e r to go
listening to that sinful stuff.
Nevertheless he did g o back
and became a l i f e - l o n g socialist,
a member of the I . L . P . a n d later
of the L a b o u r P a r t y , but w i t h i n
these a l w a y s w e l l to the left.
H e declined m i l i t a r y service
in the first w o r l d w a r a n d was
"on the r u n " f o r a w h i l e - A f t e r
the w a r he w a s one of t h e first
members of the Irish S e l f - D e termination League, h a v i n g by
then m o v e d to E n g l a n d and
and started u p in business f o r
himself.
In the 'thirties Sen Owens was
active
with
those
who
fought
against the extension of Fascism.
He supported the Republicans in
the Spanish Civil W a r , a n d became
attracted to the London b r a n c h of
the Republican
Congress.
When
this merged with other Irish organisations to establish the Connolly
Association, he became a founder
member.
At this time Ben Owens r a n a
restaurant which is now owned by
Indians at the Kings Cross end
of Grays Inn Road.
He converted
the first floor of this restaurant
i n t o a small dance hall for the
Connolly Association, which
used
t h e n to meet in B r i t a n n i a Street.
H e stored its banners a n d equipment in his cellar, and his cafe
was a rendezvous for much of the
Irish political community in London.
Early in the war he went to live
1960 rem Belfast, but around
turned to E n g l a n d a n d settled in
Paddington where he set up as a
hotelier.
I remember his t e l l i n g m e of the
questions asked by his bank when
they
saw
all
the
Co-operative
cheques he was reoeiving.
I had
never realised they scrutinised so
closely.
He was a strong co-operator, and a generous donor to a
v a r i e t y of causes, which included
the
"Irish
Democrat"
and
the
Morning s t a r " (then the " D a i l y
Worker").

WORLD

|'HE L a b o u r c a n d i d a t e s did
badly in the e l e c t i o n in the
s
ix counties.
Except of course ror Mr. Gerry
111
• who increased his majority
K1|

bstantlaUy.

Hp

is dependent on Protestant
j 0t * s Since ail the OathoHcs vote
r
" him anyway, hit increased
"'•Monty can only mean that mora
r
°testants voted for him than
last ti m e .
ontiast his experience with t h a t
N.I.L.P
Its only decent
'•"ululate Mr. Sharkey, who opposed
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COMMENTARY

By PAT

DEVINE

DANGER SIGNAL IN WEST GERMANY
i ; O U R days before General
Election r e s u l t s w e r e dec l a r e d in Britain, w e heard t h a t
C h a n c e l l o r W i l l y B r a n d t ' s eightmonth-old government suffered
s e v e r e s e t b a c k s in the t h r e e
s t a t e e l e c t i o n s in N o r t h R h i n e Westphalia, L o w e r Saxony and
t h e S a a r l a n d , w h i c h cover alm o s t half of t h e W e s t G e r m a n
electorate.

The Grey Plan lays clown in detail how the Socialist industry of
the G.D.R. could be denationalised,
hov* farms should be restored to
landowners, etc.
The growing support to the neoFascist Christian Democratic Party
is a warning light about the danger
of a more anti-democratic Germany
that could plunge the world into a
third world war more destructive
than any before it.

T h e Right Christian Democrats
made substantial gains. They claim
the results are a public judgment
against the Brandt government and
his policy of negotiating with the
Socialist countries a n d have stepped
up their onslaught against the
Coalition Government.
On the eve of poll came the publication by Press monopolist HenAxel Springer of the hitherto secret
text of a four-point draft agreement between Germany and the
Soviet Union.
T h e d r a f t declares itself for normal peaceful relations between all
European states a n d the conduct of
West German-Soviet relations according to the Charter of the
United Nations.
T h e clause, which brought howls
of anger from t h e ultra-Right, declares t h a t existing frontiers in
Europe will be respected, "including
the Oder-Neisse line which marks
the western frontier of Poland and
the border between Western Germany."

SPACE RESEARCH
PROGRESS
As
the
Russian
astronauts
launched on June 1st are continuing
with their "working flight" circling
the earth, having beaten the record
set by two Americans for the longest ever flight, the cosmonauts are
now compiling f u r t h e r scientific information that could speed up the
ultimate conquest of space.
The chief designer of Soyuz space
ships on June 3rd told journalists
that the job being done by Andrian
Nikolayev and Vitaly Sevastyanov
was a logical and planned continuation of the programme of experiments t h a t had been consistently
carried out with previous Soviet
manned spacecraft.
"Science and technology," he said,
"have to find the most fruitful combination of the possibilities of man
and automatons in space.
"The programmes of the Soyuz
ships are worked out in such a way
as to ensure the best possible conditions for purposeful activity by
man in studying and utilising
outer space.
"The final goal of this vast programme, worked out for a long
period, is to create long-lasting
orbital stations for constant observations of the earth's atmosphere
and of life on its continents and
its oceans, and for conducting
astronomical research."
It is encouraging t h a t at this
period when the world is torn by
war and rumours of war the world
is still able to bring together the
leading nations of the world to
discuss questions of experiments in
interplanetary space.
SCIENTISTS' CONFERENCE
For ten days, from May 20th to
29th, scientists from 35 countries,
meeting in Leningrad, discussed
questions connected with astrophysical studies, experiments in interplanetary space, the use of space
vehicles, and studies of the moon
and planets. They were attending
the 13th plenary meeting of the
Committee
on Space
Research
(C.O.S.P.A.R).

G.D.R. T H R E A T E N S
DISCLOSURES
During the West G e r m a n election
Walter Ulbricht, chairman of the
State Council of t h e G.D.R. (East
Germany) announced he was in
possession of West G e r m a n military
plans for aggression in Europe.
Addressing a congress of teachers
in Berlin, he said:—
" T h e strategical and tactical
plan being put into effect there
is roughly equivalent to t h a t
worked out in Bonn by the
Bundeswehr General Staff. We
have already
informed
these
gentlemen that they have given
us the opportunity to come into
possession of their plans for war
preparations.
If they are not
ready, under the government of
Herr Brandt, soon to declare these
aggressive plans invalid—and this
includes the Grey Plans—then we
shall be forced to publish these
plans, so that the West German
population may be informed of
what may happen to it."

Six-County scene

' P T E Civil Rights m o v e m e n t
w i l l carry on. T h e election
result neither d a u n t s nor elates.
The s t r u g g l e c o n t i n u e s until the
aims of the m o v e m e n t
are
A f t e r a serious illness at the age
achieved.
°f ' o h e retired f r o m the hotel
This is what organiser Kevin Mcbusiness and settled i n Hove. T h e r e
Corrie told the "Irish Democrat" on
he r e m a i n e d a member of the L a the eve of publication of the Assobour Party and w a s o o m t u i t l y i n
ciation's official statement.
touch w i t h all progressive developOur comment on it? Quite right
ments.
too!
Vastly experienced In the ways of
How incredibly mean of the sixthe world, Ben Owene had a shrewd county authorities to continue their
political head. He used to visit persecution of Miss
Bemadette
South Africa during the winter on Devlin. I t is recognised t h a t policegrounds of health.
He broucht
men and B-men grossly misbehaved
*>ack many a diagnosis which during t h e stormy days of last
•"wed correct.
August.
But the policemen were
H|s kindliness, generosity and Innot prosecuted. It was decided to
'eerily w e r e a w r M M M b y a i l w h o
wipe the slate clean.
fcnew him, ami in Mm words of the
Why can this not be done with
'at* Billy MoOullegli of Belfast, he Miss Devlin?
Why pick on her?
»»s one of the best."
As Miss Devlin proposes to ap-

N.I. LABOUR

IRISH

DOES BADLY
the fusion of the six-cAinty and
English Labour Parties, failed to
defeat Stratton Mills in North
Belfast. Erskine Holmes, a wellknown Left-winger, got only 12} per
cent in Armagh—yet Miss Devlin
swept Mid Ulster on a programme
of Socialism.
What do you say
now about the supposedly "backward" Catholics?
The Northern Ireland Labour
Party and the Liberals should have
joined with the various national
groups to sponsor United AntiUnionist candidates

peal to the House of Lords the case
is still sub judice.
But should it go against her Miss
Devlin's constituents will not hold it
against her if she remains "outside
the jurisdiction."
Why give tbem the satisfaction of
locking her up?
A A A
The fear and hatred the Unionists feel lor this, slip of a girl is
a measure of their own guilty
consciences.
Mr. I a n Paisley, after defeating
orthodox Unionist Mr. Clsrk, thanks
to the splitting of the moderate
vote by the equally Unionist Northern Ireland Labour Party, promised
"the Ood he served" to" "raise his
voice against Bemadette Devlin."
Mr. Paisley has one of the loudest
voices in Ireland, while Miss Devlin
is soft-spoken. So the prospect is
as usual—the Unionist trying to
shout his opponent down.
A A A
As for Miss Devlin herself, this
is the crucial Parliament of her
career. She has revealed herself up
to now as a creature of the emotions. Her thinking has been left
to advisers older than herself.
This Parliament will show whether she is able to mature, develop
her^ own system of judgments and
take
well-thought-out
initiatives
based on her own experiences.
Her breach with the somewhat
doctrinaire "People's Democracy"
group seems to show hope. If she
makes good she has a remarkable
career before her

At a Press conference held at the
end of the plenary meeting, the
the president of C.O.S.P.A.R., Professer Maurice Roy (France; and
C.O.S.P.A.R
vice-presidents
academician
Anatoly
Blagonravov
(U.S.S.R.) and Dr. Richard W.
Porter (United States) said a
businesslike atmosphere had prevailed at the meeting and this had
facilitated a f r u i t f u l exchange of
the latest achievements in the field
of space studies.
All three scientists saw in this
a guarantee t h a t co-operation would
be further strengthened and extended.
Speaking at the Press conference,
Professor Roy drew attention to the
increase in the number of joint experiments conducted by scientific
organisations of different countries.
The way to t h a t multi-sided cooperation, he said, had been prepared by previous international
meetings of scientists and it was an
inspiring example for the future.
Academician
Blagonravov
said
the most outstanding contributions
a t the meeting h a d been concerned
with studies of Venus and the
moon.
Many other aspects of space travel were discussed, i.e., conditipn
of Venus and the moon, space
meteorology a n d the ultra-violet section of the spectrum.
Professor Bolshakov said that the
photographing of the moori and the
earth with the help of recoverable
automatic stations of the Zond type
h a d opened a new era in space
research.

At a meeting on May 28th the
>cientists
heard
an
interesting
American paper on the exploration
of Mars.
Additional reports were
also made on the results of the
analysis of lunar rock samples.
Among those present were the
American astronaut Neil Armstrong
and
Soviet.
cosmonauts
Georg
Eeregovoy and Konstantm Feoktiskov.
Neil Armstrong reported on the
flight of Apollo II and replied to
questions.
It was a great gathering of the
leading space scientists and made
great progress.
It was a good augury for future
co-operation.
BRAZIL'S TWO FACES
The Brazil football team which
won the World Cup has won the
admiration of the world.
The Brazilian Government, however, is a brutal anti-working-class
body, opposing democratic advance
and protecting the profits of the
Big Business profiteers.
Not only the great Pele wins
the headlines.
The guerrillas fighting for emancipation have hit the headlines by
their kidnapping of the G e r m a n
Ambassador and holding him to
ransom for the release of 40 liberation fighters.
The guerrillas have been released,
their reports of torture unbelievable
have shocked the world. T h a t experience and achievement could
easily become one of the greatest
examples to contemporary mankind on the road to emancipation.

KEEP UP THE FIGHT
FOR IRELAND
drop union-baiting and the wage
freeze. If he h a d had the sense
to wait till October as everybody
told him, he would have won this
election. But the new leaf he had
turned over had to be read a bit
further.
I t is a fallacy to believe that agitation, public pressure, and the representations of trade unions can
move a Labour government but not
a Tory. In ways a Tory governm e n t is more vulnerable, since there
is such a large working-class majority in Britain t h a t h a s to be placated.
Mr. Wilson never pursued a socialist policy with regard to Ireland.
He pursued a n imperialist policy.
It was aimed a t enticing the
twenty-six counties back into t h e
United Kingdom by some form of
federation. To do this he had to
a t t e m p t to curb t h e Unionists.
V I R. HEATH, pursuing the same
imperial aim as Mr. Wilson,
will have just as much reason to
do the same. He may be able to
use Mr. Paisley's exhibitions to
help him to do it. T h u s it is possible that granted the Civil Rights
movement, .is strong and united,
progress in the direction of democratic reform may be made, although progress in t h e field of ending partition will have to await a
Government much f u r t h e r to t h e
left even than Mr. Wilson's.
T h e time ahead of us is therefore one of of defeating the main
aim of reaction, namely entry into
the Common Market. We can forgive Mr. Wilson his vacillations on
this Jssue if he opposes it root
and branch now.
And when it
brings the Tories down as this issue alone can. he roust promise
not to turn coat again. Anyway
he h a s been relieved of the egregious marketeer George Brown, and
we may not hear much more of
this gentleman.
Granted entry into the Common
Market" is fought to the last, and
progress is made with Civil Rights
in the six counties, the coming period provides other opportunities.
T H E process of education of the
British working class movement can proceed under favourable
conditions, in the sense that the
t r u s t Harold" mob will have to be
silent.
Everybody knows t h a t Wilson is

a n arch-miscalculator, and that his
self-confidence is excessive.
The
whole fallacy of the Wilson epoch
has been the attempt to ride two
horses at once. I t is quite possible
t h a t Heath may attempt the same
trick, and come down with an equal
bang. In the next few months attempts will be made to build up
an "image" of Heath. It should
be looked a t with a pinch of snuff.
The next Labour government will
need to be a different affair altogether. It will need to offer policies, not. generalities, principles not
platitudes, and to be committed to
the creed the Labour Party is supposed to stand for—Socialism.
A socialist policy for Ireland
means recognition of Ireland's unconditional right to control her destinies, and a refusal to continue
a situation where British armed
forces are used to deny the majority of the Irish people the natural
rights which are accorded to m a j o rities anywhere else that is half
way civilised.

MR. MAUDLING
GIVES 'ULSTER
PRIORITY
' J ' H E new H o m e Secretary, Mr.
M a u d l i n ^ i* to visit t h e s i x
c o u n t i e s in ? t l » ' ' m o t f u t t r t e , it
w a s s t a t e d in L o n d o n ,
•t

' . > a -Ir

But before t h a t happens Mr.
Chichester-Clarke is to confer with
Mr Heath in Lo^d^p,- v > Mr. Maudling iit rfcpdrted as saying t h a t the "Ulster" situation is
to be priority No. 1 of the new
Home Secretary.
What a pity it was not made
priority No 1 by the Labour movement
If so Mr. Maudling might
not. now be sitting in the Home
Office.
He is reported to intend carrying
on the "reforming policies" of Mr.
Callaghan.
This means manoeuvring with a view to bringing Dublin
into a federation.
T h e danger is t h a t Unionist extremists may think this an opportune time to kick over the traces.
It is likely however t h a t the Tories,
vulnerable because of their Unionist connections, may ride them on
a very tight rein

THE

BENJAMIN
SPOCK
IRELAND
DENJAMIN SPOCK, the famous American child doctor,
spoke in the Mansion House,
Dublin, this month on "Democracy and the Rights of Dissent."
It was his first time in Ireland
and, apart from a few silly
Maoist students from Trinity, he
was listened to by a thousand
people in the Round Room.
Citizens lor Civil Liberties, of
which Con Lehane is chairman, had
brought D. Spock to Dublin from
London, where h e was launching
his latest book, "Decent and Indecent, Our Personal and Political
Behaviour."
T h e doctor was arrested last year
in Chicago by Mayor Daly's police.
H e figures on regular marches
against the Vietnam War a n d on
civil rights issues. As the book's
title indicates, b e sees progressive
political attitudes as the logical extension of decency in ordinary life.
T h e doctor knows a lot about how
people behave within t h e family,
t h e original school of co-operation
and caring .for others. Fighting for
Vietnam and standing for civil
rights is also a n expression of
caring for others; t h e good family
m a n should also be t h e active political campaigner.
/
I t is a novel message with fascination for countless Americans
who have been reared from babyhood on Dr. Spock's books on baby
a n d child care.
O n his way to the Mansion House
Dr. Spock said a few words of
support to the milling crowds defending the Georgian buildings in
H u m e Street f r o m being pulled
down by the Green Property Comp a n y and their hired thugs.
"Keep up this fight," he said. "It
is a fight for basic decency and the
finer things of life against all that
would destroy them,"
T h e students and young people
cheered. I n t h i s man of 67 they
recognised a worthy comrade.

H'THE Irish
Transport
and
General
Workers'
Union
had a fruitful conference at
Kilkee this year. There were
new ideas put forward on several issues and adopted by the
conference.
T h e Dublin Housing Action Committee's programme for dealing

C.S. GAS IN
HY should the twenty-si xW
eounty government be one of
Britain's three best customers for
the C A - g a s which w m used against
the people of the Bogside and the
Falls this year?
This astonishing piece of information leaked out the otHer week.
The Irish Government has been
buying the stuff for three years
from Sohermuly's, Dorking, Surrey,
under licence from the British
Ministry of Defence. The gas is
held , by the Irish Army, but can
be supplied to the police if necessary.
Before 196T Ireland-used to purchase ordinary tea-gas, but since
1967 much more nasty and dangerous C.S. gas is being bought. Why
1967? Was it because in that year
street demonstrations in Ireland
began to assume a new frequency
and size, with the celebrations of
the 1916 Rising and the 50th anniversary of the Dail?
Medical men are very worried
about the long-term effects of this
horrible stuff, which the people of
Bogside know all about. There is
a Home Office committee examining
its use in Britain and there has
been much criticism abroad that it
should have been used at all in
the United Kingdom.
Let us hope the Irish Government will think twice before using
it on anyone south of the Border!

They came to the right place,
said the cynics, as the students
manned the barricades at Hume
Street and the Dublin Housing
Action Committee picketed the hall
to draw attention to the housing
crisis. "
Some of their speeches were revealing. Here is the President of the
Irish
Auctioneers'
and
Bstate
Agents' Association, Mr. Laurence
McCabe: "We are very conscious
that we stand at a crossroads in
the real estate D«rfesska». Done
for ever is the parochialism a n d
isolationism of the past. Very soon
now the jumbo Jets, like villages in
the sky. will be putting, dpwn, at our
airports and d h w a b a r t t n t passengers by the hundred. Already our
tourist industry produce*
<»

one hundred thousand pounds a
year and this is only the beginning.
"If only one in a thousand of the
airborne visitors who come to admire, actually stay to buy, then we
in real estate here are on t h e
threshold of a property Klondike."
Some would say the Klondike h a s
already arrived a n d t h a t gold is already being dug. I t is clear where
the real estate men stand when it
comes to selling the country to outsiders. Irish land and property
prices are very cheap by world
standards, so the more foreigners
come in, the more money the real
estate men make.
The more prices go up for t h e
mere Irish, too, of course.
There are signs though that pressures are building up to control this
speculators' jamboree of the real
estate business which the Government cannot long ignore.

M
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/ 1ENKRAL T E X T I L B 8 of Athlone.
" x a subsidiary oI Seafleld Oen' t e x , has closed down and * wwk<;re made unemployed. I t i t another
victim of free trade. The company
says it is "not viable" in free trade
conditions.
Irish shoe- manufacturers too are
getting very worried. With tariffs
falling, thousands of cheap shoes
are flooding in from Britain. You
could take many of these things for
leather, which they are not. and
they are undercutting Irish shoes
o n t h e market in a big way. There
are quite a number of small factories in Ireland, and concern about
nbout them is fuelling the antiCommon Market feeling in the
country.

A Press and television council
was proposed by the General Secretary, Mr. Michael Mullen, to ensure
t h a t the media conformed t o "fair
standards
in reporting."
This
should have representatives
of
newspapers, trade unions, television
and t h e general public. Mr. Mullen
sees such a council as being a
watchdog for the communications
industry a s well as a watchdog of
it. I t would warn of tendencies to
monopolise control of information
and enforce fair standards of reporting and comment
I t Would
oppose Government attempts to
stifle comment on television, so
t h a t a situation like t h a t leading
to the seven days' enquiry into
money-lending would not recur.
were bitterly critiDELEGATES
cal of the cement companies
for

their

attitude

in

the

long

ambitious

plans to fight the infamous
sell-out proposed by Fianna
Fail and supported by the other
LeinSter House parties, Mr.
Tomas Mac Giolla told a special
conference on June 14th that:
"since last August the whole constitutional relationship between
Ireland and Britain has been
opened up and become a liye Issue,
l h e old partition solution no longer
works and the British Government
realise that if she is to maintain
her hold over Ireland she must
bargain for a new relationship."
He made reference to the operations of British property speculators,
finance
companies, chain stores,
absentee landlords, river barons and
the native gombeen quislings who
are ready to sell the country our.
Speaking of Republicanism as the
creed that had guided and sustained
the Irish people in their resistance
to British imperialism for the past
170 years, he said It contained three
fundamental principles, separatism,
socialism, and non-sectarianism.

drawn-out cement dispute, now almost four months old. I t is recognised t h a t the Government is using
this as a way of damping down
activity in the whole construction
and building industry, so that
thousands of workers are affected.
An offer of support for the striking
cement workers came f r o m the
f r a t e r n a l delegate f r o m t h e giant
International Chemical
Workers'
Federation, who offered to "internationalise the cement dispute" if
the t r a d e unions so wished.

Disappointment of the conference
was t h e debate on t h e Common
Market. This was dominated by
the contributions of those Labour
T.D.s Who are also members of the
T r a n s p o r t Unions, Messrs. Michael
O'Learv, Conor Cruise O'Brien and
Brendan Corish. O'Leary's main
theme w a s t h a t t h e Labour Party
would be t h e best party to defend
the workers of Ireland once they
were in t h e Common Market but
no indication that the Labour
Party h a d any duty to keep them
from getting in.
Mr. Dennis Larkin of the Workers' Union of Ireland, addressed
the conference ao its opening, a
sign of t h e good relations which
now exist between t h e two unions
and which are thought-by many to
presage their ultimate reunification
into One mighty union with a
quarter-million members.

Free trade blunder
the
people
He said that the situation was
H against the Anglo-Irish Free critical
a n d explained t h a t not
Trade Agreement, the Wolfe Tone
alone would the withdrawal of the
Society held public meetings, lecquota h a v e serious effects but a
tures and handed out thousands of
loophole in the Anglo-Irish Free
leaflets in protest, pointing out the Trade Agreement had allowed plasimplications of what would happen _ tic footwear to come in for sale in
if this agreement was entered into Ireland. Only one factory in Ireland
by the Government.
is, in fact, making plastic footwear.
In Cork the society asked the
trade union and the Labour Party
to participate in a public protest
meeting, which was ignored with
the exception of two Labour Party
members who spoke despite the disapproval of, the Cork Council of
Trade Unions and the party.

i

Time has proved how correct the
Wolf Tone Society was in opposing
this agreement, now the footwear
industry in the 26 counties is facing
a crisis mainly because the import
quota system, which protects footwear products made in this country,
is to be withdrawn in July. Both
unions and management in the industry now when it's too late, describe the position as disastrous.
Mr. Michael Bell, general secretary
of the Irish Shoe and Leather
Workers' Union, has said t h a t the
removal of the quota could eventually lead to the loss of about 1,000
jobs while Mr. E. Moriarty, sales
manager of the Cork Shoe Company
Ltd., said t h a t in the past eight
months five factories had closed.
"The indications are that we are in
for a lot of trouble in the industry",
Mr. Moriarty added.

SINN FEIN TO FIGHT E.E.C.
ANNOUNCING

rr'

with the housing crisis was embodied almost entirely in a resolution which conference passed. This
called for the declaration of a
housing emergency, a crash building programme, a halt to the
demolition of sound living accommodation, stopping the building of
prestige office blocks and t h e redirection of the capital and labour
to house-building, the institution of
rent control and the compulsory
purchase of building land a t its
agricultural value.

He denied that Mr. Jack Lynch
was or ever had been a Republican,
and described him as a "puppet of
Britain" who w a s . prepared to
aooept the new British plan for a
federal relationship between Britain and Ireland. This plan, he
said, M d the approval of Mr. Eddie
MeAteer and Mr. John Hume.
Sinn Peln had opposed entry into
the Common Market from 1980 on,
and its new campaign would be inaugurated with a public meeting at
t h e G.P.O., Dublin, on Friday, J u n e
30th. He threatened Mr. Hillery with
pickets and demonstrations in Dublin, London and Brussels.
He concluded: "We arc determined
t h a t the Irish people will be fully
aware of what Is at stake when they
are asked to participate In an act of
treachery by renouncing national
sovereignty and Independence in a
referendum."
Copies of Mr. Anthony Coughlan's
new pamphlet exposing the evils of
the Common Market nre available
at the "Irish Democrat" bookshop
at 2s. n copy.
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IRELAND GOES UP FOR SALE
/"WER 1,000 property agents
from all over the world
conferred at the R.D.S. Hall,
Ballsbridge, last month at the
International Real Estate Congress.

IRISH

another factor which could
ANDseriously
affect t h e hohie production is that seven companies
have been set up by the 26 counties
to import boots and shoes beginning
in the a u t u m n . Rationalisation of
design which leads to smoother production brings its problems, as both
the distributing and the wholesale
trade like to have variety. Some
footwear production firms introduced incentive schemes, which in
some cases doubled t h e basic earnings. T h e Cork Shoe Company was
particularly successful in this regard.
Now with the withdrawal of the
quota a n d workers' claims not
alone f o r increased basic wages but
for increased incentive bonuses
based on t h e increase in the basic
wage, management say t h a t t h e
situation is critical for t h e industry.
"Not alone would we be non-competitive but we would be noneconomical" said one management
representative.
The withdrawal of t h e quota is
particularly serious in the LouthMonaghan area—tn Dundalk there
are 1,600 operatives, while there ore
two boot factories in County Monaghan a n d one shoe factory in Kells.
Cork h a s two large factories, Lee
Boot Company and Cork Shoe Company Limited, with a big number of
workers, male and female, employed.
Figures
are available
which
showed a drastic drop in boot and
shoe production. Retailers
and
wholesalers are buying more foreign
made footwear. There is a larger
profit m a r g i n on imported footwear.
The elimination of the protective
quota system will be replaced by a
duty system which will amount to
22 per cent for footwear from the
U.K. a n d 54 per cent for footwear
Imported f r o m outside the U.K. But
these duties will be reduced annually a n d will be finally eliminated
in 1975 u n d e r the Anglo-Irish Prce
Trade Agreement.
The Cork Council of T r a d e Unions
and the Labour P a r t y are Jusfc'i*
indifferent to our entry into the
EJE.C. as they were to this aop illing
blunder of free trade.

TUAIRISC

I S leir go bhfuil muintir Chom
'
mara ina nduiseacht le tamaillm.
T a deire duile bainte aca de bheith
ag t n u le h aon cheo o'n Rialtas—
rud nach togtha orthu agus an
ceantar sin a bhanu as eadan go
dti nach bhfuil f a g t h a anois ann
ach pobal fior-scainte. Agus fearacht
a n feilmeara fado a bhi ag brath ar
na comharsana leis a n moinfhear a
bhaint do agus a duirt as a dheire
thiar "Deanfaidh m e fein e, is
mairg a bheadh ag b r a t h ar einne
eile ,'—a f h e a r a c h t sin ta muintir
C h o n a m a r a ag cur a gcosa uatha
agus ag cur tus le feachtaisi airithe
a n o n n s anall gan bhuiochas do
F h i a n n a Fail n o d'aon dream eile.
T a cuntas i 'Tuairisc' n o miosa seo
a r an gniomh calma a rinne muintir
Chill Chiarain faoi stiuradh Gluaiseacht n o gCearta Sibhialta nuair a
bhac siad last soimint 'dubh' a
f m o d r bofl hrl ifarol foro hirktod
ligean i dtir sa chaladh sin. Chuireadh a n ruaig a r scabannai Keogh
(fear gno as a n U a c h t a r Ard a shil
a n soimint a chur i dtir ainneoin an
staile a bheith ar bun le fada agu.s
n a stailceoiri ag fulaingt go gear da
bharr) agus bhi clu Chill Chiarain
nanirde ar fuaid na h-Eireann. Nuairis spreaguil speisiuil raidiciuil ta i
dTuairisc agus e a fhoillsiu ag
Clodoiri Chonamara a r naoi bpingne
(diol bliana ar £ 1 ) ; ba choir go
mbeadh sciobadh air i Londain,
Huddersfield agus aiteacha mar iad
a bhfuil bualadh mor daoine as
Gaeltacht Iar-Chonnachta agus is
feidir chuile eolas a fhail on fear
eagair F / C Seosamh O Tuairisc, An
C h e a t h r u Rua, Co na Gaillimhe.

by

Donall MacAmhlaigh
Mir speisiuil eile san iris thutsluaite na sceal Saor-Raidio Chonamara;
bhi an Saor-Raidio ag
craoladh ar fea roinnt laethe cnpla
mi o shin agus beidh aris, faoina
bheith slan. Is de bharr gan a
thuilleadh muinine a bheith ag
muintir na Gaeltachta i RTE gur
chuireadh a n Saor-Raidio ar suil.
T a t h a r ag iarraidh a r Rialtas Jack
Lynch anois staisiun lan Ghaelach
—ni craobh den eagras ta o
chianaibh ann, Raidio Eireann—a
b h u n u i gConamara agus mara
n d e a n t a r sin is feidir a bheith
cinnte go mbeidh a n Saor-Raidio le
clos aris.
Traditionally
Connemara
has
been a n area where wholesale emigration and chronic unemployment
h a s been accepted with a frightening fatalism—an unquestioning acceptance which must have been a
godsend to every government that
misruled t h e country since we
achieved a measure of independence. T h e de-population of the Gael
t a c h t will torever be a blot on Dail
Eireann—a de-population which the
much-vaunted affluence of the past
few years seems only to have
hastened. .One does not need to be
much over, thirty to remember Sunday e v e n t t t s when large gatherings
of boys and girls laughed and exchanged cracks at every crossroads
from B a m a back to Cashel in
fluent, racy Irish; today the crossroads are deserted if you except the
tourists and t h a t new breed of
commuter-resident who cares as
much for the Irish language as
James Callaghan cares for the
Welsh tongue.
There is probably more Irish
spoken In North London now than
in all of Cois Phalrrige—a sad fact
which should cause any Irish government to hang its head in shame
Emigration from the Western Gael
tacht continues and—In case this is
not sufficient to kill the language
off quickly—English-speaking business men are building houses out
along Bothar an R1 end as far back

as An ohoattuu Rua. The new

Plantation' ! Is X What
Professor
Malrtin O Cftdhain has dubbed this
aspect ctf Irttapd'a new-found affiuence and I don't think you could
reasonably dispute the term.
However there is heartening evidence that the people of Connemara
are losing much of their apathy
Oluaiseacht na gCearta Sibhialta
has done much in recent months to
remedy the situation and the mag
niflcent victory over the cemem
scabs at C1U Chiarain is a deed thai
should be remembered in hision
along with the Wrote stand of the
people of A* Cheathru Rua again si
the landlords and their agents m
Land League times. Go malrfe sina
a mbua.
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VIOLENCE A N D THE WELSH CAUSE
A

FEW months ago two
Welshmen serving in the
English army were sentenced to
punitive terms of imprisonment
for acts of violence against
what they deemed to be the
work of English imperialism.
They had blown up pipelines
leading
from reservoirs
in
Wales to English conurbations.
Sentencing them, the judge observed that Welshmen everywhere would abhor their acts
and regard the men with
shame.
1

I am not a violent man. I also
served in t h e English army during
the second world war, and, oddly
enough, spent some time dealing
with unexploded bombs. My political convictions are without doubt
of the most conservative kind.
I
am a convert to the Catholic
Church, a member of the L a t i n
Mass Society and in general a n upholder of traditional mores a n d
society.
But I do not abhor the acts of
these men and I am proud of w h a t
they did.
I must go f u r t h e r .
During the weeks preceding the investiture of Charles Windsor of t h e

NORTH BELFAST
BRANCH C.R.A.
ESTABLISHED
J H E North Belfast branch of
the C.R.A. which was formed
recently has elected the following Executive Committee Board:
Chairman, Mr. John McClelland;
secretary, Mrs. R. McGlade;
treasurer, Mr. F. McGlade. Executive Committee: Mrs. S. Murphy, Mr. T. Mclvor, Mr. F. Crossan, Mrs. E. O'Hagan, Mr. J.
Mullan and Mr. John McGuigan.
The branch has already collected over 500 signatures to the
Covenant for a Bill of Rights in
the North Belfast area. All the
North Belfast candidate in the
Westminster General Election
have been a s k e $ i o sign the Bill
of Rights C a v e a t So far only
Mr. Jack Staftfey, the Northern
Ireland Labour Party candidate,
has signed the covenant and
pledged full support for the demand, if elected.
The branch has also written to
the military commander of the Ardoyne area requesting t h a t the July
12th parade be re-routed down
Woodvale a n d Cliftonville Road.
The branch intends to hold a
series of public meetings throughout the area in the coming months
to outline Civil Rights policy a n d
to increase membership.

Jock Jones
signs petition
C O V E N T R Y StaiMh of Social
Justice,
Frank
Conway
write*, recently taught a K g
fish; iiHteod a Ml of a w M t .

At t gathering of the TranGeneral "" " •

sport and
Union
General
Jones.
He led
did lii
three
CoiMfttl
signed.

House of Hanover as bogus Prince
of Wales, other Welshmen were on
trial for having formed organisations the English disliked and for
wearing the uniform of the socalled Free Wales Army and the
Patriotic Front.

BY
H.W.J. EDWARDS

I knew most of those men fairly
well. I happen to be godfather of
one of the children of one of the
men, Gethin ap Iestyn. These men
were undoubtedly the victims of a
trial set up as sheer propaganda
for the investiture.
During t h a t
time two Welsh patriots of Abergele
were killed in the course, so some
believe, of their duties as patriots.

This article,
by a
Welsh
patriot, is published because of
its valuable
insight into the
national
question
in
these
islands.
The "Irish Democrat"
does not of course lay down
policy for the Welsh nationalist
movement, and is not responsible for, nor does it necessarily
agree with the views of the
writer. But in the matter of the
right of the Welsh people to
national self-determination,
no
Irishman will disagree.

There is no doubt t h a t the sentences imposed on these men were
designed to terrorise Welshmen who
may h a v e supposed t h a t common
justice to Wales could not be
gained
by so-called democratic
methods.
They were also designed to cast a shadow upon the
quite non-violent and constitutional
political party, Plaid Genedlaethol
Cymru, and to destroy t h e great
advances made in previous years by
Welsh Nationalists.
We must grasp t h a t t h e Welsh,
unlike the Irish, think very highly
of "respectability." Even Welshmen
who have gone to prison on behalf of the language—men like
Dafydd a p Iwan, Neil Jenkins and
Twm Geraint
Jones—feel
that
prison has tainted their souls.

V $ V
TITR. EMLYN HOOSON, Liberal
M.P. for
Montgomeryshire
(during the last Parliament), made
a speech soon a f t e r t h e trial
of the two men, a speech in which
he said t h a t their actions were
heinous. He told me in a letter,
which he has permitted me to
quote, t h a t , although Welshmen
had rightly used violence in days
gone tyy, violence could now not be
used because we lived in a democracy.
My comment is
rule out violence
missible. all that
do is to rig up

this. In order to
as ethically pertyrants have to
a "constitution"

which is (at least on paper) "democratic." But then the Tonypandy
syndicalists lived under a paper
democracy sixty years ago.
They
rebelled because they saw t h a t the
parliamentarist regime was actually
a barrier to their gaining workers'
control. As a traditionalist a l'outrance, I never saw anything untraditional in the concept of workers' control. On. the other hand,
as a traditionalist I see t h a t the
modern "managerial socialism" of
our time is hostile to the tradition.
I see very clearly t h a t it is possible for virtual tyrants: to use democratic forms in order to carry
out their own social engineering.
The fact is that, although—in the
case of Cwm Tryweryn—all sorts of
people both in Wales and in England showed t h a t the project to
rape that valley for the purposes
of providing water for industrial
needs in Liverpool was evil, and
although not one Welsh M.P. voted
for the measure, there a r e enough
M P s for London and i t dormitories
to outvote the 36 Welsh M.P.s.
Against this force majeure disguised under the forms of democracy, Clywedog and now Dulais are
raped; and now perhaps another
ten valleys are scheduled.

I CITE this particular aspect as
* but one example. Wales today
is replete with examples that show
t h a t Wales exists as an entity only,
a t the best, by way of grace and
favour. Its language, despite supposedly new liberal legislation, still
exists by grace and favour.
The
manner in which the Rio Tinto
project was forced through, despite
objections by t h e Norwegian embassy, at Holyhead, interested mc
greatly when I was living in
Anglesey and I had many talks
with local farmers who realised the
ultimate peril it would mean to
Anglesey.
Dare I say in a periodical read
by Irishmen t h a t it is time for
Irishmen to stop being used by the
English in t h e English policy of
"Divide and rule"? Until Irishmen
refuse to take p a r t in "projects" in
Wales done to injure the Welsh
body politic, t h a t policy of divide
and rule will continue to be viable.
Violence may be the only possible means of saving a nation when
it is clear that the democratic formulae are no more than delaying
tactics of the imperialist.
Moreover, the Englishman, whose
record of violence is quite extraordinary, does not bother to provide
common justice to lesser breeds
until they at least threaten violence.
W h a t makes me ashamed is the
fact that most Welshmen have
played the part of cowards in this
matter. It may be that they do
not yet merit the inheritance of
their forefathers.
f

?

?

I T would in the meanwhile be a
blunder of the first magnitude
to suppose that t h e men who have
been imprisoned and others who
have come under police interrogation etc., are naturally violent
men.
The two men of Abergele
were indeed well known for their
peaceable natures, and their social
affability. I have known several
Welshmen ready to act violently in
the. cause of Wales—and to act
responsibly into the bargain, for our
motto must always be Responsible
Violence—and I a m convinced t h a t
they are all essentially decent, Godfearing men who in the ordinary

way would not consider any act
of violence. These men have been
driven to violence because they
know t h a t it happens to be the onlyway in which Wales may live.
I am writing during another of
those General Elections in which
the organs of (English) opinion are
mobilised to preserve the so-called
two-party system which is, as G.
K. Chesterton showed, really a oneparty system. If there were really
two parties, there could be no system. Wilson prates of the sanctity
of t h e (English) Crown like anyEnglish Conservative-Unionist.
George Thomas of Tonypandy,
the Rhondda lad who likes to call
himself a Christian Socialist, was
never so happy as when he was
hobnobbing with t h e Duke of Norfolk a t the Investiture. But let me
mention him for a special reason.
George Thomas, when Secretary
of State for Wales (see Gauleiter),
met me in Cardiff and said: "Edwards, is it not terrible to sefc those
young Nationalist fanatics on the
Eisteddfod field?"
"Yes, it is indeed," I answered.
"It must remind you of that day
you took the salute in La Plaza
de la Revolucion in Havana and
applauded Castro's young troops for
their fight for what you called national freedom."
How strange that a man is ready
to talk sentimentally about nationalist movements anywhere save in
his own land. On the other hand,
I dare not support nationalist movements for independence elsewhere
unless I first support them in my
own country.
H. M. EDWARDS.
Cwyfen.
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BIG GUNS AND DAMP SQUIBS IN ULSTER
" T ) I G Guns in Ulster" ran the
headline of the local Belfast
Sunday newspaper a week before
the election. A quick glance might
have- suggested that hera. was another chapter in the gunless plot
hatched in Dublin by Mr. Haughey
& Co., but a closer look showed that
the big guns in question were
Messrs. Wilson, Callaghan, Powell
and Hogg, all having their bit to say
on Northern Ireland.
What a difference f r o m 1966
when t h e six counties could still be
ignored a n d Britain's political slum
was comparatively unknown to the
outside world. Each of these four
politicians have their own particular Idea on what should be British
imperial attitude towards the six
counties but they all have a common
denoihlnator. They all wish to maintain British influence at t h e least
possible cost and in the election
they exploited the situation in an
effort to win votes of one sort or
another in Britain.

BY OUR BELFAST CORRESPONDENT
well aware t h a t British politicians
are not to be trusted. T h e Protesta n t loyalist feels he h a s been let
down by the smooth men from
Westminster characterised by the
official Unionist candidates, most of
whom have English public school
accents.
V

^

9

I T is a reaction against this that
leads him to support Paisleyism,
which he believes means t h e maintenance of the Protestant right to
rule and it is a forceful protest
against the miserable living standards of many of the Protestant
working class spelt out in the broad
Ulster tones he can grasp.

In their campaigns Paisley and
Beattie emphasised the poor housing conditions in North Antrim and
North Belfast. Of course w h a t they
have been saying about housing is
This has not gone entirely un- correct but being more Unionist
noticed by t h e Protestant Loyalist" t h a n the Unionists, they have no
voice and although h e may not as real means of dealing with the
yet have learned the true meaning slums. It has taken the Protestant
of British imperialism, this election worker many years to learn someand the events of the past year have thing of the corruptness of the
taught h i m some lessons.
Unionist Party and his distorted
Hard experience has shown t h a t class attitude finds expression a t the
moment in Paisleyism.
the most loyal Protestant skull can
be as easily cracked by a British
This can only be a temporary
Army baton as that of t h e most
radical Nationalist, and he is now phase and the record anti-Unionist

vote is the first glimmer of hope. Provided all progressives and all republicans wishing to see a united democratic Ireland are able to offer a
realistic policy a n d united antiUnion action in f u t u r e then the next
stage may well see the North return
to t h e principles of Tone.
T h e election h a s taken all the
headlines. The mad month of July
approaches and before t h e 12th
there will be hundreds of parades
and banner lifting ceremonies all
over the North. A banner lifting
ceremony Involves removing the
lodge banner f r o m last year's
master's house to this year's lodge
master's house. Although t h e distance between the two houses are
often short, the occasion Is used to
book a band and have a parade.
This year, in particular, these
banner-lifting ceremonies have been
used to provoke the Nationalist
population. Trouble broke out recently in the Crumlln Road-Ardoyne
area a f t e r one of these events. T h e
lodge involved organised a p a r a d e
covering a distance of about live
miles (the Masters' houses were
about half a mile a p a r t ) and was to
take in Unity Plats and the Ardoyne
area which suffered so much from
sectarian mobs last August.
Before reaching Ardoyne they
were diverted by the Army and this
sparked off rioting by the Orartge

IRISH

supporters lasting for two nights,
during which C.S. G a s was again
used in large quantities by the
Army.
Although not directly involved,
and despite showing great discipline
the Nationalist area was rewarded
with a blow-back erf the gas.' Surely
it is not beyond the capabilities of
the British Army to exercise their
responsibilities without inflicting
injury or discomfort on innocent
people.

V-

J?

V

i r P H E British Government having
so f a r failed to contain the
situation or force Stormont to implement fully the reforms demanded
by the Civil Rights Movement and
having no long-term solution are
obviously in the short term going to
rely on force. The latest move is to
employ more helicopters and they
intend having fleets of airborne
troops standing on the perimeter tit
Belfast ready to be flown to the
latest trouble spot.
I
Helicopters, tanks, armoured cars,
soldiers armed to the teeth, are now
as familiar as a corporation bus in
loyal Belfast.
The N I . C J V A launched their
petition for a Bill of Righto for
Northern Ireland in D e n y on June
6th and will be following up with
Covenant Days in other centres
throughout the North. I n Belfast
areas branches ot the association
are being set up.
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t w e n t y y e a r s ago t o d a y I g r a s p e d m y m o t h e r ' s

land;

T h e n e i g h b o u r s took me f r o m h e r b r e a s t a n d t o l d m e I must g o ,
Yet

I c o u l d h e a r m y m o t h e r ' s voice, t h o u g h h e r w o r d s were s o f t
and low:

CHORUS:
G o o d b y e , J o h n y dear, w h e n y o u ' r e f a r a w a y
D o n ' t f o r g e t y o u r dear old m o t h e r f a r a c r o s s t h e sea;
Write

a letter now and t h e n a n d

send her

w h a t you

A n d don't forget where'er y o u g o that you're a n

can,

Irishman.

We sailed away f r o m Q u e e n s t o w n , that is t h e Cobh of C o r k ,
A very pleasant voyage we had, and soon were in New Y o r k .
Friends I h a d to meet there, and work I got next day,
But with a l l the hospitality I c o u l d hear my mother say:
Chorus

SLIEVENAMON
j ^ L L alone, all alone, by the searwashed shore,
All alone in the festive hall.
The great hall is gay, while the huge waves roar
But my heart is not there at all.
It flies far away, by the night and the day,

In the festive hall by the sea-washed shore,
My restless spirit cries,
My land, will you ever uprise?"
As lonely this life goes on,
To see my flag unrolled, and my true love to enfold,
In the valley of Slievenamon.
It was not the grace of a queenly air,
Nor her cheeks of the roses' glow,
Nor her soft dark eyes, nor her curling hair,
Nor was it her lily white brow.
'Twas the soul of truth and melting ruth,
Her smile like the summer's dawn
That stole my heart away on that bright summer day,
In the valley of Slievenamon.
—CHARLES

KICKHAM.

e

«
*
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D H O N A I L L O I G , m a r t h e i r thar farraige,

A
Beir me feln I eat, 's na dean mo dhearmad,
Beidh agat teirirt la aona's marga
A g u e i n i o Ri G h r e i g e m a r cheile leapan leat.
A g h i o J I a n a finne a g u s a ghiolla na ruaichte,
Is a g h i o l l a n a finne i f f h a g nVintinn buartha,

San am le gccuimrima bhean dha lua leat,

T i t M n n b u n d i o m a g u s b a r r na gruaige.

r

Wail, wail
ye for the
Mighty
One!
Wail, wail ye for the
Dead!
Q u e n c h t h e hearth, and hold the
b r e a t h — w i t h ashes strew the
How

but to think we

Saviour!

shall never see him more!

By night and by day, I will ever, ever pray,

c
«

"Though it breaks my heart to
hear,
say
again
the
bitter
words."
"From
Derry, against
Cromwell,
he marched to measure swords,
But the weapon of the Saxon met
him on his way,
And he died at Cloc Uatair upon
St. Leonard's Day."

Holy

In the valley of Slievenamon.

"My love, oh! my love, shall I never see thee more,

«
4

Did they dare, did they dare to
slay Owen Roe O'Neill?"
"Yes, they slew with poison him
they feared to meet with steel."
"May God wither up their hearts!
May their blood cease to flow!
May they walk in living death,
who poisoned Owen Roe!

How tenderly we loved him!
d e e p l y we deplore!

I never shall forget the sweet maiden I met

I«

LAMENT FOR
OWEN ROE

htadi

To the time and the Joys that are gone;

4

THE ROAD BY THE RIVER
THAT FLOWS THROUGH
RAHEEN

hand,

S h e k i s s e d a n d blessed her o n l y s o n g o i n g to a f o r e i g n

«
*
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Agus deir siad liom—sa go bhfuil me mailiseach,
Agus go bhfuil mo stoirin in aioe bail* agam,
Lucht na mbreagal, nar chuiridh Dla rath ortfiu,
Ach beidh me a* oi mo stor is gan maith acu.

"Sagest in the council was he,
kindest in the hall:
Sure, we never won a battle—
'twas Owen won them all,
Had he lived, had he lived our
country had been free;
But he's dead, but he's dead, and
'tis slaves we'll ever be.
"O'Farrell and Clanrickard Preston
and Red Hugh,
Audley and
MacMahon, ye are
valiant, wise and true;
But what—what are ye all to our
darling who is gone?
The rudder of our ship was he—
our castle's corner stone:
"Wail, wail him through the island!
Weep, weep for our pride!
Would that on the battlefield our
gallant chief had died!
Weep the victor of Beinn Burb—
weep him, young men and old!
Weep for him, ye women—your
beautiful lies cold!
"We thought you would not die—
we were sure you would not go,
And leave-us in our utmost need
to Cromwell's cruel b l o w Sheep without a shepherd, when
the snow shuts out the sky—
Oh! why did you leave us, Owen?
Why did you die?
"Soft as woman's was your voice,
O'Neill! bright was your eye!
Oh! why did you leave us, Owen?
Why did you die?
Your troubles are all over—you're
at rest with God on high;
But
we're
slaves,
and
we're
orphans, Owen!—why did you
die!
— T H O M A S DAVIS

Agus datr siad liomsa go bMuil mo phleata ag ardu
Agua ni on MtfloMr • na on dtailliur,
Ni o g h m u a l na salal ante e
Ach on ngiolla Mag alio udan a bhfuil an blabin ban air.
8 * m f e a i t h a a rout ham a g o r o na gcaorach,

Lig mo load agus dha gMaoigh dhoag ort,

Ach ni Mifuair mo romham aoh no h-ualn ag meileach.

Agus ma thagann tu choteho toora san oiche,
Buall ar an dor as nach ndsanann glosga,
FiatroWh mo mhoithrln so dhar diobh thu,
Agus doorfaldh mo M gur slolla dsn ghaoth thu.

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION
FILL IN THIS

FORM

Please send me full particulars of how I can join the
Connolly Association.
Name
Address

Sure 'tis hallowed by memories of days that are gone
Though there've been many changes as time marches on,
Since I walked hand in hand with my darling colleen,
Down the road by the river that flows through Raheen.

I had
He was
On the
On the

tell,

THE HOMES OF DONEGAL
J U S T called in to see you all, I'll only stay a while,
I want to see how you're getting on, I want to see you smile;
I'm happy to be back again, and I greet you big and small,
For there's no place else on earth just like the homes of Donegal.

I

I always see the happy faces smiling at the door,
The kettle bubbling on the crook as I step up the floor,
And soon the "taypot's" filling up my cup that's far from small,
Oh, your hearts are like the mountains in the homes of Donegal.
I love to sit along with you and while away the night,
With tales of yore and fairy lore beside your fire so bright;
And then to see prepared for me a shakedown by the wall—
Oh, there's repose for weary wanderers in the homes of Donegal.
of that I'll never tire,
the big pot on the fire;
and the big clock on the wall,
in the homes of Donegal.

time has come and I must go I bid you all adieu,
open highway calls me forth to do the things I do,
when I'm tramping far away I'll hear your voices call,
please God I'll soon return unto the homes of Donegal.

Single
27/-

Badges 3 / - each.
a

dozen

Obtainable from :
Connolly

Association,
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NOT FOR
PEEPING TOMS
"A

Pagan Place," by
Edna
O'Brien (Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 25/-).

A

N ACt of Parliament is now in
force in Britaua which aims at
protecting the puKic against the
imaginative extravagance of advertisers. I heard the other day of
complaints made under the Act by
the patrons of Soho striptease
joints to the local inspector of
weights and measures. It appears
that the entertainment offered inside often falls short of the exciting
hopes raised by the photographs
outside.
The inspector of weights a n d
measures might be just the m a n . if
he reads this review, to look into
the blurb of Edna O'Brien's latest
novel and measure claims against
the fare provided inside the covers.
It promises to lay bare "the entire
Irish experience of poverty, superstition, bigotry and ignorance". This
should corner a good part of the
voyeur market. For readers whose
notions about Ireland are rooted in
invincible ignorance it should have
the kind of appeal exercised by
awful disclosures of the Maria Monk
variety.
Disappointment awaits the prurient a n d the ignorant alike. Miss
O'Brien reveals only a little of her
spiritual self and nothing at all. virtually, of the horrors of life in Ireland. Her talent is too introspective
for satire. The pettiness of some
country people does not seem to her
as sinister as it did to Brinsley
McNamara
Squinting

i n The Valley of
Windows,
while

the
she

never comes near the bitterness of
Mary McCarthy or Honor Tracy in
writing of Irish Catholicism.
It is in fact a remarkably innocent
novel, and far from gloomy. Miss
O'Brien's affinity with Dean Swift
begins and ends with an unusual
interest in bodily functions. In the
story this is ih keeping with the
character of the narrator—irritatiugly designated throughout as 'you'
—a child and adolescent brought up
in a home made Insecure by t h e
father's alcoholism, T h e evocation
of childish uncertainty and fear is
achieved with Roseeau-llke authenticity, eschewing sentimentality and
melodrama.
The other characters
seldom
materialise as m e n than two-dimensional figures. But this again Is how
parents, teachers, neighbours and
schoolfellows appear to a child.

283 Grays Inn Road,
London, W.C.I

"The Viking Achievement" by P.
G. Foote & D. M. Wilson.
Sidgwick Sc Jackson, 65/-).

imperial history and in the North
this situation is noi yet wholly
ended.

jyo

Our universities have shown cowardice by turning the study of history into an abstraction. With a
very few honourable exceptions,
generations of Irish university professors and their acolytes have
scorned the story of the struggle
and accomplishments of the common man and woman, and perpetuated the myth of history
created by great men, destined always to leave the majority helpless
victims of incomprehensible circumstances: or else they have
studied isolated historical phenomena
minutely,
and
produced
specialist material readable only by
other specialists.

Irish citizen in quest of
the national identity ought
to miss this splendid book. Beautifully produced and illustrated
with nearly 500
excellently
printed pages, it is by present
standards cheap. The clear easy
flow of its authors' collectively
achieved style is matched by the
sharp quality and appropriate
nature of their"sketches. Every
decent library must be asked to
obtain a copy.

ft
*

Rows and rows of new houses are built on the green,
And a cinema stands where our cottage had been;
Oh, the river is there, but no trace can be seen
Of the road by the river that flows through Raheen.
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After that, the returnin', expecting to find
The familiar old soenes as they'd lived in me mind!
All forgetting the years that h a d passed since I'd seen
The old road by the river that flows through Raheen.

To see your homes at parting day
And hear the porridge bubbling in
The lamp alight, the dresser*bright
Oh, a sight serene, celestial scene,

£
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Q e n w t d

Review by Dr. J. de Courcy

*

I recall when I started in strange lands to roam,
Siuro 'tis little I thought how I'd miss me old home,
Miss the old folks, the village, the valley so green
And the road by the river that flows through Raheen.

And so everything changes, and we change as well,
But I'm sure that you, too, if the truth you would
Wander back to some well-beloved spot in your dreams
Like the road by the river that flows through Raheen.

»
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only one brother—a gay lad and droll;
killed in an ambush—ah! God rest his soul!
spot where he fell a white cross can be seen
road by the river that flows through Raheen.

DEMOCRAT 6
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The men in the long ships

&

Or I'd sit by the window whenever 'twould rain
With me little snub nose flattened up to the pane,
Sadly watchin' the rain as it made little streams
On the road by the river that flows through Raheen.
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I can see meself now as a gossoon of four,
As I climbed to look over the creaking half-door
For to see the sunshine on the valley so green,
And the road by the river that flows through Raheen.
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WEAR A CONNOLLY BADGE

Gli«aM tu dhamtosa agus rtnne tu braag liom

Bhain tu thoir agus MuUn tu thiar diom,
Bhain tu an bhoalaoh agus bhain tu an ghrian diom,
Bhain tu an crol asao Istigk'mo ohiiabh diom
Agus is rfrtnhor • nVoagto gur bhain tu Dia dhtom.

URE I've walked along Broadway, I've been down the S t r a n d ,
And I've seen the great highways in every land
But in all the big cities the like I've not seen
Of the road by the river that flows through Raheen.

S
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Miss O'Brien's successes during
the last ten years have made her
big business. For those who value
creative writing It Is a sad refleci ion that a meritorious work of
fiction has to be misrepresented as
propaganda in order to boost Its
sales.

Cut out and pofit to 283 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I
S.T.

History has been scandalously
taught in Ireland. Once, pupils were
stuffed with a sweetened version of

THE HASTY
HISTORIAN
"In the Wake of the Gods," by
Hugh Malet (Chatto & Windus, 42/-).
i r p H I S book is based on a voyage
A
made by the a u t h o r and his
wife along the rivers, canals and
lakes of the Shannon, Corrib and
Erne navigations, with a parenthetical adventure on the G r a n d CanalBarrow link between Dublin and
Waterford, and, as a n epilogue, a
trip to Aran Mor by fishing smack.
A talent for descriptive writing
has produced an absorbing account
of discomfort cheerfully borne as
the ramshackle Mary Ann weathered the 20-foot waves of Lough Ree
or threaded the labyrinth of Upper
Lough Erne. There is also a wealth
of practical information for inland
sailors.
U C E N I C beauty apart, the great
^
interest of these waterways
lies in the profusion of druidic and
monastic relics to be found in their
hundreds of islands. A description
of many of these, with excellent
photographs and three maps, is the
book's third theme.
Mr. Malet's comments on Celtic
Christianity and its links with neolithic fire-worship are interesting
though less original t h a n he pretends, and marred by frequent
lapses into jocular colloquialism.
The author's robust prejudices
remain unimpaired by his fourmonth sojourn, during which his
contact with Irish people was of
course minimal. Ireland is a part of
Britain where "blind racial, tribal
and so-called religious influences
still hold sway".

C O N S E Q U E N T L Y , to the average
Irishman the Vikings were the
enemy before the British. Having
been pagans, they had of course
this and much else in common with
their Protestant successors. In the
end, of course, the heroic Irish beat
both comers, the first at Clontarf
a n d the second at Soloheadbeg and
t h e Custom House, and now we're
"living happily ever after."

It is worse when the author substitutes imagination for research.
This leads him to such Jewels of
pseudo-historical romanticism as
the statement that cattle-rustling in
the Wild West was Rn import from
Ireland where it had been practised
in prehistoric and later ages.' For
good measure he leaves us with the
weighty thought that J o h n F. Kennedy's employment of literary m*n
at the White House was a naturtil
consequence of the status of ports
as advisers to Irish kings.

Since the characters and events
of these stories were taken from
lqjpl folk-memory they reflect life
from the peasant's point of view
with an authenticity which neither
Maria Edgworth nor William Carleton, with their more remote audiences, could achieve. As entertainment their appeal Is immediate, but
they have additional interest as
social history. This is what people
in the fastnesses of Iar Connacht
talked about in the decades after
the famine.

MURPHY.

All this is told here with emphasis on the everyday home life of the
Vikings, family loyalties, custom®,
clothes, food, homes, as well as then
far-penetrating voyages of adventure. All this with a scholarly avoidance of dogmatism, and honest admission of doubt where doubt there
is.
Well described too are the efforts
of the early Scandinavian Chris
tians " . . . by slow prudence to
make mild
A rugged people, and thro' soft
degrees
Subdue them to the useful and
the good."
Dublin (whose Norse remains are
well discussed here) and other Irish
cities are monuments to the Vikings.
The Irish are, t h a n k s be, not "pure
Gaels" any more than the Germans "pure Aryans". We are a mongrel people drawing inherited talent
from many racial sources. Of these
the Viking is one of the richest. T h e
Irish of today have right and reason to study a n d feel pride in the
Scandinavian element in their makeup.

"The Ulster Crisis," by A. T. Q.
Stewart
(Faber
paperback
16/-).
"T'HE Orange cause, in contrast
with the national one. Is so
lacking in heroic tradition t h a t its
central mythology rests on battles
fought a century before it c a m e tato
existence. Mr. Stewart's a t t e m p t in
this book to supply the missing ingredient of gallantry by recounting
t h e resistance to home rule between
1911 and 1914 fails chiefly because
of the Incongruity between the
main characters and the accepted
idea of what constitutes a revolutionary leader. Successful lawyerpoliticians like Carson and millionaire millowners like Craig, who died
in their beds heavy with years and
honours, may credibly be presented
as either sinister or ridiculous, never
as names to stir the blood.

Mr. Stewart's detailed account of
the facts exposes an inglorious
conspiracy between English c o n s e u ,
vatives and the wealthy class who
worked through t h e Orange lodges.
There was a great deal of oratory
about the crime of dismembering a n
empire which, like the anti-slavery
cant of Yankees before the American Civil War, masked a total preoccupation with t h e profit motive.
Ironically, the imperialists "solved"
the Irish question a few years later
by granting home rule not once but
twice, to Northern Ireland a n d t h e
Irish Free State severally. So m u c h
for the sacredness of the empire.
To whom could the I t a l i a n descended Carson have been referring when he called upon the Ulster
Volunteer Force to "assert the m a n hood of our race"?
r

types historical inaccuracy will no
doubt pass unnoticed. Daniel O'Connell (ob. 1847) is credited with
membership of the home rule movement founded by Isaae Butt In
1870. t i l * opening of the Abbey
theatre Is poet-dated by 15 years. A
sodden bMtm&n might be pardefced
for scanting his homework, but Kir.
Malet the historian cannot claim
the same indulgence.

FIONNUALA

Unquestionably the Scandinavian
raiders whom harsh economic and
climatic conditions hurled against
our shores a t the close of our
"golden age" were greedy and cruel.
But, as these papers show, when the
Irish began to fight back they were
no less vicious. This is the nature
of war, and it ought not to have
taken us to the Nixon age to learn
t h a t it is often fought more filthily
by professed Christians than by
their enemies.

PSEUDO-ADVENTURE

BY THE TURF FIRE

In his old age James Berry set
down as many as he could remember of the tales he had told or heard
in Mayo and Connemara. These were
published in the Mayo News between 1910 and 1913. The present
book is a selection of them made by
Gertrude M. Horgan of Hull, Massachusetts. It preserves their rambling, episodic character,
their
fusion of fact and fiction, their
liveliness of style and their proneness to rhetorical flights and literary allusion both classical and
eighteenth-century English.

is evidently intended
A'S tothebebook
read by English outdoor

themselves natural democrats. They
avoided the worst features of feudalism, and this book gives the most
coherent description I know of t h a t
udalism which Davis proposed in
substitution in a famous "Nation"
article. They wrestled as successfully as any people with the medieval problem insoluble in the economic circumstances of the time, of
trying to create a stable society
without giving too much power to
the king who embodied the slowlydeveloping statA

"TPHE Vikings were skilled in many
crafts, good farmers, innovators
in the arts of shipbuilding, and navigation, lovers of poetry and song,
artistic metal workers, above all
town-builders with a developed community sense, and. like many other
r a t h e r primitive peoples, among

But the more prolonged paganism
of the Scandinavians is treated as

T i A N S H E E S , faction-fights, horses
of preternatural
prowess,
hedge-schoolmasters, poets, saintly
priests, pilgrimages, smugglers, landlords, bailiffs and drink seem to
have been recurrent themes of the
stories told at Irish firesides from
the seventeenth century down to
the first world war. The art of
storytelling had flourished in Ireland from time immemorial, its
practitioners, the seannachai, being
members of the privileged bardic
class.

unforgivable to this day.
Whose
fault was it? Theirs that they
didn't know what nobody had told
them, or the Christians' for not
having told them sooner? No doubt
a splendid case could be made for
condemning those great navigators,
the Irish scholars who, as is well
told here, reached Iceland before the
Norse in search of solitude, because
they shirked the task of bringing
the faith to the heathen.

But piratical raids were only one
facet of the lives of the Scandinavians of the 9th to the 12th centuries, just as they were not the
only occupation of Irishmen in the
age when Irish pirates kidnapped
the national apostle.

The Irish were pagan once, but
few (except t h e ' l a t e Professor MacAllister, who thought the Celtic was
t h e one disastrous strain in the
Irish make-up) have found much
but praise for them in t h a t condition. Even Connolly propagated the
idea of a kind of Gaelic primitive
communism.

James Berry : Tales of the West
of Ireland, edited with an
introduction by Gertrude M.
Horgan.
(Dolmen
Press,
12/-).

Ireland

SEAMUS

TREACY.

Their campaign was beset on
every side by the complete absence
of danger. The English secretary for
war, Col. Seely, was their friend,
Sir Henry Wilson, chief of military
operations, discussed the cabinet s
secret plans with them, police and
customs officials smiled their connivance, the press, the army, the
clergy and heads of universities
openly lauded them. Two million
people in Britain, both catholic and
protestant, signed a covenant to
support them. Arms were imported
f r o m Hamburg without the smallest
unpleasantness from either
the
British or the German authorities.
r

r H E I R financial backing camc
from the most powerful capitalists In Britain, Waldorf Astor, Lord
Rothschild, the Duke of Bedford,
Lord Iveagh, and from industrialists
throughout the
English-speaking
world. The poet of Imperialism,
Rudyard Kipling, wrote their hymn
of hate and subscribed £30,000 to
their funds. The ruling class appreciated as fully as James Connolly
t h a t any advance towards an independent Ireland was a threat to
their ascendancy

r o the author's credit he does not
withhold even t h e most d a m n i n g
evidence against t h e British a n d
Irish Tories. There is a full account
of the plot hatched by Lord Mlhrei
to interfere with t h e Army Act In
the spring of 1»14, a n action Which
could have left Britain defenceless
at one of the most critical moments
in the history of Europe.
This is a well-written book. It IS*
not the writer's fault that the facts
tell against rather t h a n support t h e
legend of a bold deflanoe. It Is fitting that readers should be reminded of the victims of the conspiracy, the 5,500 men of the Clster
Volunteers slaughtered at Thiepval
in July 1916, some of them wear-fog
their Orange sashes. Meanwhile,
Craig, Carson, Richardson and t h e
rest of the top brass held on to t h e
30,000 rifles and 3 million rounds of
ammunition brought to Larne in the
Clydevalley. Britain needed t h e m
sorely, gallant little Belgium begffM
for them In vain. They were later
accorded imperial benediction and
became the weapons of the B
Specials.
SEAMUS

TREACY.
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DEMOCRAT

RALLY TO THE SQUARE

NOW YOUR ACTION COUNTS
MORE THAN EVER
July 12th is the day. Trafalgar Square, London is the place.
Let it be the occasion of the most massive Irish demonstration of
recent years.
Let it be serious. Let it be orderly. Let no person or section
disgrace it by violence or sectarianism.
SianatLires
Let it be the perfect answer, calm, determined, above all
voluminous, to the festival of hate that is being staged next
day.
Mr. Edward Heath, the new Premier has promised the
Connolly Association to protect Catholic life and property in
" Belfast over the mad month of July.
Will he be able to do so?
Will he show the political determination that will give the Paisleyite extremists, flushed with
the heat of the Tory victory,
the pause that is needed ?
He will only do so if it is
made plain to him that public
opinion in England will stand
for nothing less—and not only
Irish public opinion, English as
well.
Labour is no longer in the
Government. But the Labour
movement is »till enormously
powerful. Let the rally in Trafalgar Square be a demonstration for:
(1) The safety of the Catholic
minority In these days of
whipped
up
sectarian

hate.

(2) For a Bill of Rights imposing democracy over
the heads of the six
.. • ^ p p p t j i
*-

HOW YOU CAN HELP
First and foremost you can be at
HYDE PARK at 3 p.m, ready to
march off to Trafalgar Square on
the parade which leaves at 3.15.
,: You can bring all your friends
With you.
You can bring your Trade Union
branch banner if the
branch
agrees.
You can take up a collection
among your friends and workmates
to be handed up at the plinth—for
don't these demonstrations eat
money!
And BEFORE the day, you can
take handbills, to distribute on
the job, after Mass, at the dancehall.
Get them from 283 Grays
inn Road, by Kings Cross. If you
telephone TERminus 4826 we can
pott you them.
You can display a poster.
- Ycu can take part in poster parades. Contact Sean Redmond at

(3) For a Government which 283 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.1.
wiH recognise Ireland's
And, If you have one, you can
unconditional right to be help with your MOTOR CAR. We
a Halted Independent Re» need a fleet of oars on the day and
before.

After the Demonstration • • •
Members and f r i e n d s repair to

THE ROEBUCK, Tottenham Court Road
f i m k : Singing — A homely evening.
.

L

demonstrations

ONDON 8inn Fein held a
nolly Commemoration meeting
in Trafalgar Square' On Sunday,
June 10th. Poor weather reduced
tbe numbers on the parade from
Hyde Pack. Among the speakers
was Sean Keenan of Derry, and

MISS ANN HOPE

A
Hall at which Miss Ann Hope, treaBOOT sixty people attended a
meeting in Hammersmith Town

surer of the Northern Ireland Civil
Righto Association, spoke o n the
need for a Bill of Rights t o guarantee democracy in the six counties.
Other speakers included Mr.
Joseph Deighan, who made an eloquent address, and Mr. Sean Redmond. Mr. Latham, Labour candidate for Paddington, addressed the
^ m e e t i n g , as did Mr. Knott, the
Liberal candidate.
Miss Hope said that tbe sixcounty people had lout confidence
in the willingness or ability of the
Stormont regime to carry through
reforms. I t was necessary for Westminster to legislate over the heads
of the local Parliament.
Miss Hope, who Is a Catholic
(contrary to what was mistakenly
„ reported in the "Irish Democrat"
last month), is a direct lineal descendant of the famous Jamie Hope.
Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd.,
s (T.U.), Nottingham Road, Ripley,
Derbyshire, and published by
Connolly Publications Ltd., at
283 Grays Inn Road, London,
W.CJ.

Messrs. T. McEllistrim, Sean Carson,
Brendan McGill, and Sean McDermott also spoke. T h e stress was
upon Connolly's nationalism rather
t h a n on his socialism, t h o u g h this
was referred to.
The McGill-McKllistrim group is
said to be connected with t h e "caretaker" Committee of Sinn Fein in
Dublin.
On Sunday, 7th, a much larger
gathering was held under the auspices of Clann na hTCireann. This
was undoubtedly helped by t h e magnificent weather, and t h e parade
was supported by a number of small
groups usually broadly designated
"Trotskyist"
or "Maoist",
who
swelled the numbers.
Messrs. Cathal Goulding and
Mairin de Burca had been announced as speakers f r o m Dublin,
but the Dublin speaker who actually turned up was T o m a s Mac
Giolla, who made a capable constructive speech.
Here socialism
was more to the fore, but It was
not defined.
What a pity, however, t h a t the
two Republican centres should be
exporting their differences to a
country where they can h a v e no
practical political significance.
To some extent this m a y be due
to the fact t h a t the Republican
movement h a s of late years been
nurtured on the socialist theories of
the "new left," a feature of which
is Ignoring the rftle of t h e working
class. The struggle In Britain is
thus not seen as a struggle of the
British working class for a socialist
policy by their own Government,
but as an extension abroad of the
struggle of the Irish revolutionary
"petit-bourgeoisie."
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E V E R Y post brings in additional petition forms to the
"Irish Democrat" office, Figures
for signatures collected by the
Oxford NIGROC, the Manchest e r Birmingham and Coventry
Social Justice organisations, and
the M.C.F. are not yet to hand.
With many more forms out t h a n
have come back the present score
on t h e Connolly Association distrbution is as follows: London Area
(North) 2,272; London Area (South)
1,908; Glasgow 401; Liverpool 398;
Manchester 206; East Lancashire
11B; Yorkshire 76; Wales 38; Luton
90; Camberley 182; Northampton
20; Basingstoke 19. Total signat u r e s : 5,639.
Those sent in include a number
of important trade union committees, t h e Division A Executive of
SOGAT, a n d t h e E.C. of t h e Central Branch, collected by Bob
Doyle; t h e entire Manchester Committee of t h e A.E.F., Shopstewards
of Leyland n e a r Preston, Blackburn
Trades Council and Leader of t h e
Blackburn Labour Party, t h e Committee of the London M.C.P., Delegates to t h e s o m e n ' s Union conference, land- workers on a number
of building sites? 'U

Now what about a bit of oomp*tltlon? What about Liverpool challenging Glasgow. to demolish that
lead of three? Or of South London
to challenge Central London to recover the lead It has last month?
Surely East Lancashire oould level
up with Cambsriey. And there Is
the massive bulk of the area based
on Sunderland Mill unseen in the
wings. Who is going to challenge?
Manchester?
Soon the really big numbers will
be coming in. T h e Scottish Miners'
have taken 60 forms. T h e Manchester A.E.F. h a s taken 20. And
shopstewards are lining up mass
signatures
in
factories.
Next
month's figures should show a big
Jump.

Meanwhile, will all those who got
their forms from the Connolly Association of "Irish
Democrat"
please return them filled in as
quloky as possible.

London N.I.C.R.A.
meet
SJ PEAKING to a well-attended
meeting of the London
N.I.C.R.A. on June 9th at the
Irish Club (who kindly lent the
room free of charge for the occasion), Miss Madge Davidson
of Belfast'N.I.C.R.A., described
the methods of provocation being adopted by Unionist extremists in preparation for the
festival of hate on July 12th.
Mr. Desmond Greaves, editor of
the "Irish Democrat," said t h a t the
British Government had a clear
duty but was not performing it.
They claimed to be Socialists, but
they were not pursuing a Socialist
policy towards Ireland.
Instead
they were sitting on the fence, and
if Paisley was returned it was this
policy that was to blame.
They should state their Intention
of helping the Irish people to bring
about a united Ireland, Instead of
placing obstacles in the way as they
were doing at present. Other speakers included Mr. Dominic Donnelly
of the United Ireland Association
who made a plea for unity; Mr.
Kenny and Mr. MacDermott, of
London N.I.C.R.A.
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

LABOUR RECORD CRITICIZED
A WELL-ATTENDED m a t i n g
of the Coventry branch of
Social Justice was held'in the
Transport & General Workers
Hall on Wednesday, June 10th.
The secretary of the Coventry
Trades Council presided.
First speaker was Mr. Maurice
Edelman, who explained t h a t h e
did not regard the #teeting as p a r t
of his election campaign. It was
not in his constituency and he h a d
agreed to speak before the election
was decided on.
He spoke favourably of the need
for civil rights in t h e six counties,
but m a n y thought h i m somewhat
complacent on the record of the
Wilson Government.
Mr. Johnston of Coventry University described the denials of democracy that took place in the; six
counties.
Mr. Desmond Greaves, editor of
the "Irish Democrat", explained-the
relationship between the struggle
for civil rights and the struggle for
a united Irish republic.
He rejected the idea t h a t after civil
rights had been won the Irish
people would then contentedly settle
down as British citizens.
They
would use their rights to make further progress.
T I E said that the Labour Govern' ' ment had not done its duty. A
socialist policy in Ireland would
mean declaring from the start t h a t
no English interest would be allowed to stand in the way of a

NINE JOIN
COVENTRY S.J.

N

INE new members Joined the
Coventry branch of "Social
Justice" at a meeting on June l l t h ,
which was addressed by Mr. Harold
Mimms, a Liberal member of the
Birmingham City Council.
Mr. Mlmms is a Protestant from
Bangor, Co. Down but, like many
Protestants who never get any publicity, he is a strong supporter of
the civil rights movement.
It was reported t h a t Eddy McCluskey, president of the Trades
Council, together with Kevin Leer,
had attended the T.G.W.U. regional
festival a t Stoke. They had collected many signatures a n d received
£6 10k. in donations.

united Ireland.
T h e majority of
the Irish people had had their
rights as a majority taken away
from them by means of partition.
A genuine socialist government
would at least work in the direction of giving t h e m those rights
back.
The immediate task was to restore democracy, to break the power
of the Unionist extremists, and
when they realised the game was
up they would pipe down. If they
didn't so much the worse for them.
But there was something even more
immediate.
T h a t was to protect
the Catholic population as the festival of h a t e approached. If necessary the marches on the twelfth
should be prohibited by the British
Government. This would show it
meant business.
It was, however, unfortunately
true that before the British Government would t u r n w> a policy of selfdetermination for Ireland, a big
change in public opinion was necessary.
I t was our task to create
t h a t change.

SUNDERLAND

(Continued from Page One)

"In the course of our recent
discussion you said t h a t you disagreed with the rflle the British
Army was being forced to play in
Northern Ireland in bolstering up
the status QUO, and that you were
not in favour of the British
Government's
abolishing
Stormont, which in your opinion
should only disappear by decision
of the Irish people when thev
were reunited under their own
government. I think it is import a n t t h a t the Irish community in
Britain a n d their friends should
know about your views on these
issues."
Mr. Crowe, who Is organising the
collection of signatures to the petition for a BUI of Rights in the
north of England, asked questions
of candidates at Chester-le-Streri
The Chester-le-Sbreet Labour Pany
is collecting signatures, and the
shop-stewards' committee at Bey
rolle's at Hebburn has been asked
tor support by Councillor Derek
Bates. Mr. Alan Archbold is col
lectlng signatures at Mlllfield, and
Mr. David Peat of Sunderland
Young Socialists is giving suppori
Sunderland Trades Ctouncil has
passed a resolution of support.

