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GULF OIL FINED £250 

FOR BANTRY OIL SPILL 
Unemployment up again 

T W O HUNDRED AND FIFTY 

POUNDS doesn't seem much 

of a price to pay for despoiling 

the marine life of beautiful 

Bantry Bay. Yet that is all Gulf 

Oil Terminals (Ireland) Ltd. 

was fined for discharging oil 

into the sea at its installation on 

Whiddy Island on Christmas 

Day last. 

I t happened only a few months 
alter one of the richest companies 
in the world opened one of the best 
bargains it had made for years with 
much public relations, fan-faring 
and a sponsored trip for Mr. Jack 
Lynch all the way to Japan at the 
company's expense. The Whiddy 
Island oil terminal was fool-proof 
against oil spillage, the men of 
prtws were told while being 
and dined on a specially-chartered 
liner in Bantry Bay. Every pre-
caution has been taken! 

BLACK GLUE 

Then comes a flood of oil into the 
sea at Christmas. A pipe affected 
by temperature changes broke loose 
and caused the accident. The oil 
floated across the bay, covering the 
rocks with black inch-thick glue, 
Sea-gulls and other birds stuck fast 
in it and the televisioh cameras 
showed them straggling to break 
free throughout the homes of Ire-
land. People at last began to ask 
had the Government bought a pig in 
a poke! 

Rather late in the day of course. 
Gulf Oil streamed out apologies and 
soft soap. They said they spent 
£30,000 on cleaning up the oil and 
paying compensation to those suf-
fering damage. And they were fined 
£250 at Bantry court. 

The construction boom is now 
over in Bantry, The town hardly 
notices the money spent in the 

shops by the 40 or so men employed 
on the island. Gulf Oil tankers 
stream in and out every second day 
with oil from the Persian Gulf on 
transhipment to Europe. Thousands 
of tons of oil are moved about and 
the company does not have to pay 
a penny to the Irish Government. 
The people of Bantry get more and 
more dubious as they look out into 
the bay at the island's gleaming 
cylindrical tanks. Things can 
never now be'the same there as 
before. 

resignations as 
election looms 

in Dublin 
SWING TO LEFT IN THE REPUBLIC 

Ministers' salaries-conscience cuts 
OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

^ A I L Ministers have been refusing money. They have accepted 

a salary cut, and the question is of course, why. 

One motive is to persuade others to do l ikewise. There has 

been m u c h adverse comment over the fact tha t the Ministers 

gave themselves whack ing increases last year wh i l e they were 

tell ing workers to face higher rents, rates and prices wi th the 

same wages. 

But there is another reason. 
Everybody is tipping an election 
this June. 

FLOUTED 

Fianna Fail's record under Mr. 
Lynch has been worse even than 
that under Mr. Lemass. For that 
reason the Government has been 
gerrymandering. The Electoral 

WILD SCENES AT STORMONT 
HTHE Unionist party cut off its 
1 nose to spite its faoe in a 
stormy debate at Stormont which 

the entire opposition sit-
floor of the House and 
songs, 

The scene took place in the Com-
mittee stage of the notorious pub-
lic order Bill which is being Intro-
duced so ae to make the holding of 
demonstrations, apart from the 
Orange polks, virtually Impossible. 

Mr. Hume was speaking on an 
amendment when a Tory member 
gave signs of wishing to Intervene. 
Mr. Hume graciously gave way to 
htm, when to his astonishment the 
Tory moved the closure and the de-
bate had to stop. 

This was thought to be a piece 
of smart Parllamontarianism but It 
wrecked captain O'NeUI's time-
table. The whole opposition was 
suspended for a week. But It was 
scarcely possible to pose the BUI in 
the complete absence of the oppo-
sition, so It had to bs left till they 
came back. Captain O'Neill had 
wanted the Bill to use against 
demonstrators over the Easter 
period. 

This was on the 19th. On the 23rd 
of Maroh, the Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association held a speolal 
meeting to try and compose the dif-

ferences which have grown up be-
tween sections ol the membership 
in view of an alleged "Take-Over" 
by "Peoples' Democracy" in whroh 
ultra-left etemegt* are said to be 

In the preceding week there had 
been a series of resignations, based 
in part on disagreement with the 
strong "confrontatlonist" current of 
some of the members. The resigna-
tions included that of Miss Elizabeth 
Sinclair, probably the most In-
fluential Trade Unionist In Belfast, 
and Mr. Fred Heatley, one of the 
earliest members. There were also 
resignations In Omagh, and Ennls-
killen. 

It Is understood that a com-
promise has been worked out. 

There Is also the' prospect that 
muoh larger bodies of Trade Union-
ists will interest themselves in the 
struggle for democracy. 

Miss Slnolalr's valiant struggle, 
almost single-handed, to keep the 
Trade Union view to the forefront 
has won her widespread admiration 
and support, and before long we 
may see In the fray the only force 
in the six counties whloh is a match 
for the Unionist Party. There are 
proposals that May Day 1969 shall 
be set aside for a demand for Civil 
Rights. 

The complete Irish organisation 
H A T R I C K HENSEY, Secretary of 

the Central London Branch of 
the Connolly Association, Informs us 
that the branch has now nearly 
ninety members, and is l)ow bigger 
than South London branch, up to 
now the biggest in the Association. 

Members are Joining all the time, 
and he hopes to be well over the 
hundred by the time the big demon-
stration goes on in Trafalgar Square 
on April 20th. 

People are joining the Connolly 
Association because It Is the 
complete Irish organisation. 

There are many excellent organ-
isations that cater for various 
aspects of the Irish question. The 
Connolly Association oaters for all. 
it is the only organisation with an 
established newspaper. 

The idea of concentrating on the 
struggle for Democratic Rights In 
the six counties originated with the 
Connolly Association. Even before 
Mr. Caughey formed his organisa-
tion in Belfast around 1959, the As-
sociation ran its famous campaign 
lor the release of Mallon and Tal-

BT 

bot. It was widely believed this cam-
paign saved them from the rope. 
Then the Association ran the cam-
paign for release of the Republican 
prisoners, and took the first deputa-
tions of M.P.s and others to the 
six counties, and interested the 
M.CF. and the N.C.C.L. It is still 
to the fore. 

>UT the Connolly Association 
does not stop there. I t links 

up the civil rights struggle with the 
struggle against partition. I t pub-
lished pamphlets against partition 
twenty years ago and has modern 
ones still available. 

But not only partition. The Con-
nolly Association like James Con-
nolly himself, demands "economic 
freedom, too." This means freedom 
to set up a "Workers' Republic," 
socialism In a word. 

The Connolly Association also 
concerns Itself with the status and 
welfare of Irish emigrants. In par-
ticular It teaches the need to ally 
with the progressive forces among 
the British workers. It Is the most 
active organisation there Is. 

No wonder it is attracting the 
cream of the emigrant youth, those 
with the intelligence to grasp great 
Ideas, and with the energy and 
discipline to work for them. 

There are branches in London, 
Liverpool, Birmingham, Coventry, 
Glasgow and Manchester, and 
smaller groups scattered about the 
country. Form on page two. 

Trafalgar Square 

April 20th 

DEMAND CIVIL 
RIGHTS IN 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
(Details on Page Six). 

Amendment Bill makes the system 
as near to the British as can be 
done without a referendum. This is 
blatant flouting of the verdict of 
the people who want P.R. retained. 
So that will go against them. 

Then there is the vicious Crim-
inal Justice Bill, not perhaps as 
bad as some known legislation in 
a neighbouring area, but contrary 
to the democratic spirit of the 
Irish pebple. 

Then there is the bill to cripple 
the trade unions. 

All in all Fianna Pail has made 
a bad showing. 

I t might be asked why not wait? 

The answer is that in July t a r i f f 
with Britain are cut another ten 
per cent, and another round of 
bankruptcies and take-overs will 
begin. It is a matter of getting an 
election over with now, when the 
government is disliked, and not 
waiting till next year when it will 
be hated. 

Fianna Fail T.D.S in the Dail 
are all asking questions of this 
kind: "Will the Minister undertake 
to give serious consideration to the 
establishment of a large factory 
paying high wages in the town 
of Ait Eigin which is in the middle 
of my constituency." To which the 
Minister replies: "Of course, I will. 
Very serious consideration." 

Ombudsman 
can t touch 
the B-men 

rFHE utter fraudulence of Cap-
tain Terence O'Neill's pre-

tence to be introducing demo-
cracy into the six counties is 
shown by the way the Ombuds-
man has been appointed. 

This £5,575 a year job will be 
given to the same man as operates 
in Britain. 

That seems to guarantee parity 
of rights doesn't It. 

But when you get down to looking 
at his powers, things take a dif-
ferent look. One of the biggest 
issues in the six counties Is dis-
crimination in jobs and housing by 
local authorities. The Ombudsman 
is forbidden to investigate anything 
to do with local authorities. 

Then there Is the terrorising ac-
tivities of the sectarian B-Speclal 
constabulary who stalk the towns 
with sten guns and are known to 
be trigger-happy. 

The Ombudsman Is not allowed 
to Investigate the operations of B-
men. 

Then what's the use of having 
an Ombudsman at all? 

Plenty. To fool the outside world. 

But behind all the promises 
there is a real uneasiness in the 
Fianna Fail ranks. 

The take-over of the retail trade 
of Ireland by British big business 
has alarmed people throughout the 
country. 

Over 20 per cent of the retail 
grocery outlets in Dublin is now 
British owned. The figure in the 
rest of the country is 11 per cent, 
A Ffanna Fail councillor in Lime-
rick, Mr. Bronnell, proposed a reso-
lution which was passed unani-
mously calling attention to the evil 
of foreign take-overs and the pros-
pect of mass unemployment 

There are increasing numbers of 
cases of Fianna Fail members 
resigning. 

The most notable recent defec-
tion was that of Mr. Terence 
O'Higgins, of Meelick, Co. Clare, 
who was the chairman and founder 
of the local branch. He has 
announced his intention of joining 
Labour. 

The reasons he gives are elo-
quent: 

"I know of many fine dedicated 
members of Fianna Fail a t branch 
level, but my experience has con-
vinced me that they can make 
little impression on the decisions 
and policies of that party. 

"Since the foundation and opera-
tion of T.A.C.A., it is obvious that 
big business is playing a major 
role in influencing Fianna Fail 
policy. Against this undemocratic 
structure, the voice of the ordinary 
branch member has little hope of 
a hearing when pitted against the 
power of money." 

T.A.C.A. is the mystery business-
men's organisation which is estab-
lished to supply funds to Ra ima 
Fail. There is widespread smpicioa 
that there may be large sums of 
English money finding their way 
through nominees and intonnedlr 
aries into the coffers of Fianna 
Fail. But nobody knows. Secrecy is 
maintained. 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

ALL TIME LOW 
l l / O E and alack! The "Irish 
* * Democrat"' maintenance 

fund hat sunk to near an all-
time low this month. 

It is true oireulation has gone 
up a woo hit over the past 
few months—but nowhere near 
enough. 

And the paper has had to 
foot the hill for the big confer-
ence in London. 

So may we ask all our sup-

porters to do their best next 
month. You'll surely agree 
thirteen pounds doesn't go far 
these d ays ! 

Our w a r m thanks to : B. Wil-

kinson 7/6, Uxbrldge Labour 

Party 5/-, T. P. Cuddy */-, A. 

Broadhust 3/6, Davey United 

Shop Stewards ' Confed. Com-

mittee £1 , Ambrose Shardlows 

Joint Shop Stewards' Commit-

tee 10/-, Miscellaneous readers' 

donations £ t 1 8s.; total £13 18s. 

? ; u 
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FIFTY THOUSAND, RIFLES 
•rTHE other day, in a public 

library in Belfast, I came 
across a little book titled 
"Arming the Ulster Volunteers, 
1914" by Mr. R. J. Adgey. The 
book was published by the 
author (price 2s 6d) and copies 
are obtainable from 97 Peter's 
Hill, Belfast. The copy which I 
had loaned from the library 
had been "presented by R. J. 
Adgey." It proved very interest-
ing reading. 

After some early biographical 
details we find Mr. Adgey taking 
in political affairs in the West 
Belfast Liberal Association, before 
the turn of the last century. We 
read of Unionist Clubs being 
formed, falling away in "great num-
bers" and afterwards revived when 
the Home Rule "question" was 
again raised in 1912. "The Unionist 
Clubs were re-organised by Lord 
Templeton. and Sir James Haslett 
and others." Major Crawford "took 
action in West Belfast and soon 
had a battalion of well drilled 
volunteers pledged to forcibly 
resist any attempt to place Ulster 
under a Dublin Parliament." (p. 0). 
•The story is not told in chronolo-
gical order, but one gathers that 
Mr. Adgey had, by this time, 
deserted the Liberals and gone over 
to the Unionist cause. 

The author became proficient in 
the use of arms and in being able 
to obtain them for the Volunteers 
and others. At a conference In 
Belfast, "an important Shankill 
Road man, Mr. James Cunningham 
of Glenoairn" told him that he was 
"delighted to see a Shankill Road 
man on the Job" of procuring arms 
and, "any money you require, I will 
see that you get it. Don't be afraid 
to get plenty of stuff." (p. 20). 
Meetings were held in many places 
to arrange details about arms, 
including the u l t r a - respectable 
Reform Club. 

r I 'HERE was always the possl-
J- bility of "getting into trouble" 
with the legal authorities but, Mr. 
Adgey tells us, "we had our own 
secret service in charge of Capt. 
Spender. His duty was to keep us 
informed on all the moves by the 
British Government against us. In 

WHAT HAPPENED TO CARSON'S (^JNS 
this connection Mr. Dawson Bates 
and Mr. Bates, s u b s e q u e n t l y 
knighted, played an important part 
by keeping us out of the meshes of 
the law . . . We were continually 
doing things that meant 20 years 
in prison, but as we had the 
guarantee of the Unionist Party 
that no matter what happened they 
would "see us right," we were able 
to rely on Messrs Bates and 
others . . . " (p. 26). 

After two years of ceaseless work 
to purchase arms and ammunition, 
war was declared against Germany 
in 1914. Mr. Adgey reckoned that 
Ulster (the Unionists) had, at the 
beginning of that war, between 
40,000 and 50,000 rifles and 18 to 20 
million rounds of ammunition. He 
relates that, after the battle of 
Mons in 1914, the British Govern-
ment were "very scarce" of rifle 
ammunition and Ulster "gave them 
. . . two million rounds . . . we 
also lent them 12,000 rifles for drill-
ing 'Kitchener's Army'." (p. 29). 

After the Belgian Army was 
driven out of its country and had 
lost all its arms and equipment, 
it made a proposal to purchase "all 
Ulster's arms and ammunition." 
Accordingly, Lord Kitchener sent a 
deputation of Belgian officials and 
Army officers over to Belfast to 
inspect and purchase. (The whole 
top brass of the British Army must 
have been in on the "Ulster affair," 
otherwise how could they know 
that there were sufficient arms to 
interest the Belgian Army?) The 
Belgians were met by Captain 
Craig (later Prime Minister for 
N. Ireland from 1920 to 1940 and 
made Lord Craigavon by a British 
Tory Government). The arms were 
inspected. The B e l g i a n s were 
pleased and asked Craig to name 
his price. He refused to do so and, 
according to Mr. Adgey, said: "The 
arms are not for sale. But you can 
go back and tell Lord Kitchener 
that If he will guarantee to have 
the Government of Ireland Act (the 
Home Rule Act of 1912) removed 
from the statute book, we, the 
people 'and Government of Ulster 
will hand the rifles, ammunition, 
and equipment to the Belgian Army 

by 

Elizabeth Sinclair 

without payment. If this cannot be 
done the arms must remain in 
Ulster." Mr. Adgey goes on: "Need-
less to say, Kitchener could not 
give Ulster that guarantee and the 
arms remained here until 1940, 
after Dunkirk, when they were 
delivered to the British Govern-
ment. Part of them were used for 
the Home Guard in Ulster, and 
remain here to this day, as far as 
I know." (p. 31. my emphasis). 

If Mr. Adgey's statements are 
correct, and one does not doubt 
his veracity, Craig and others did 
not give "their all" when the "call 
came." They kept in hand, we sup-
pose for the end of the first world 
war and whatever might come 
after, tens of thousands of rifles 
and millions of rounds of ammuni-
tion. Even when the Belgian Army 
were left without the means of 
fighting back against the Germans 
and had been forced out of "poor 
little Belgium"—wasn't that what 
the war was supposed to be about? 
No tears were shed over their 
plight and Craig and his Unionist 
friends held on to their quite con-
siderable arsenal. Even when the 
British Government, as we learn 
from history books, was desperate 
for arms, etc., at the outbreak of 
the 1914/18 war, Craig and his 
friends held on to their arms. Mr. 
•Adgey-was-Instructed to give them 
two million rotfnds of ammunition 
and informed "we also lent them 
12,000 rifles" for drilling "Kitchen's 
Army." ; (p. 29, my emphasis). But 
the tally at the outbreak of war 
(1914) was 40-50,000 rifles and 
about 18-20 million rounds of 
ammunition! What patriotism! 

nnHE second world war broke out 
J- in September, 1939. But it was 
not until after Dunkirk, early in 
1940, when the British Army was 
driven out of Prance, and the people 
of Britain placed in great peril of 
invasion by the German fascists, 

that the Unionist "patriots" of 
Northern Ireland, according to Mr. 
Adgey, surrendered their cache of 
arms and ammunition. What pat-
riots! How much they prized their 
"link with Britain!" How earnest 
they were, with words, to defend 
the British Empire! 

The connection of the landed 
aristocracy a n d b i-g business 
against Home Rule and the Liberal 
Government of the day, is brought 
out by Mr. Adgey. He tells us: 
"Clubs were formed and members 
enrolled. They paid a weekly sub-
scription to buy these weapons. 
The Queen's island required 2,000. 
Coombe, Barbour and Coombe 
wanted 1,000. Lord Leitrim 1,000 for 
Donegal and for his men, and most 
public works sent in orders for 
from 100 to 500 — not less than 
10,000 in all." (p. 37, my emphasis). 
Mr. Adgey could not get all the 
arms he wanted in Britain and he 
got assistance from a firm in the 
United States, H. & R. Manufactur-
ing Co., with an agent in London 
who undertook to deliver "a thou-
sand a month." An order for 100 
Webley revolvers, wanted by Col-
onel Pat McCammon for despatch 
riders, was got with the aid of "an 
old friend a Marshall Coulter, of 
the Y.M.C.A." (the Young Men's 
Christian Association). Mr. Coulter 
agreed to travel with Mr. Adgey— 
one can only think as some sort of 
"respectable cover" and; with the 
aid of £200 in "gold sovereigns 
drawn from the Ulster Bank and 
two strong leather suitcases" they 
set off. The journey proceeded as 
far as Birmingham where the Web-
leys were purchased, apparently 
with little difficulty and, "with 50 
in my (Mr. Adgey's) suitcase, and 
the rest in Mr. Coulter's case" they 
made the homeward journey to 
Belfast and delivered "the goods" 
to Colonel McCammon. Wonderful 
what members of the Y.M.C.A. can 
get up to! 

r p H E financing operation was in-
teresting. Mr. Adgey explains 

that his system "in carrying on 
this job" was "to use my own 
money" if U.V.P. funds were not 
to hand. "For this purpose I had 

New civil liberties organisation in Dublin 
CITIZENS for Civil Liberties-

C.C.L. for short—Is the name 
of a new organisation recently 
established in Dublin to oppose 
the Criminal Justice Bill and 
defend Civil Liberties generally. 
Among the alms of the organisa-
tion ft to oppose also the Offences 
Against the « tate Act. 

"'Peader OTDonnell is president of 
Citizens for Civil Liberties. Its 
chairman is well known Dublin 
solicitor Con Lehane and its secre-

tary i s t h e 
McCaughey. 

Rev. Terence 

The Rev. McCaughey, who is a 
Presbyterian, was responsible for 
the resolution passed anunimously 
at the Dublin Presbyterian Synod 
last month opposing the sections 
of the Criminal Justice Bill anta-
gonistic to civil liberties. 

Already the National Association 
of Tenants' Organisations has 
agreed to affiliate to Citizen for 

THINGS TO DO AFTER THE 
GONRERENCE 

j tpOLLOWING the London con-
* ference on Civil Rights there 
is much to be done, and much that 
can be started now. 

First, every effort can be made 
to ensure the fullest possible 
attendance at the Trafalgar Square 
meeting on April 20th. It is parti-
cularly requested that trade unions 
should send banners and delega-
tions. Every Irishman in London 
and within reach of London should 
try to come. 

•h • i!r 
A number of Labour and trade 

union o r g a n i s a t i o n s may be 
interested to hear more about the 
Irish question after trteir delegates 
have reported back. If so they can 
get speakers from the Connolly 
AModatlon, 383 Grays Inn Road. 
Same of the Trades Council might 
• N D ' i t prepared to call local con-
ferooees. \ 

-ft * <r 
Has.J»ur organisation passed a 

resolution yet? Here is an idea for 
fine: 

"This organisation (state name) 
demands that no further restric-
tions on the freedom of citizens 
shall be imposed by the Govern-
ment of Northern Ireland, but\ 
that full parity of civil liberties 
with the remainder of the United 
Kingdom shall be granted, and 
that in order to guarantee such 
p a r i t y constitutionally, Her 
Majesty's Government s h a l l 
enact' legislation to amend the 
Government of Ireland Act, 1920, 
in so far as is necessary to 
provide such parity throughout 
the entire United Kingdom." 

•b • fr 

Have you written to the local 
press? Or to your local Member of 
Parliament? You could try a joint 
letter, inviting local clergymen of 
different denominations, doctors, 
professors and other professional 
people. 

We must make this movemedt 
snowball 

Civil Liberties and affiliations are 
also expected from the Dublin 
Trades Council, the Gaelic League 
and other sympathetic bodies 
alarmed at the Criminal Justice 
Bill. 

"The Criminal Justice Bill Affects 
You" is the title of a pamphlet on 
the Bill which C.C.L. has produced 
and sent to all members of the 
Ball 'and Senate. Most public 
attention has been concentrated to 
date on seotions 30 and 31 of the 
BHI which gave the police power 
to ban and control public meetings 
and demonstrations. The pamphlet 
concentrates on the many other 
obnoxious sections — 8ectlon 3, for 
instance, which abolishes unani-
mous jury verdicts, or Section 84, 
which would deprive people convic-
ted of advocating non-payment of 
rents or taxes of grants from 
public funds as an additional pen-
alty on top of fines or imprison-
ment. 

The Incorporated Law Society of 
Ireland, a very respected and res-
pectable organisation of members 
of the legal professions, is the 

latest body to come out strongly 
against the Bill. A committee of 
the Society states that it "protests 
as strongly as possible against the 
proposal contained in Section 45 
which empowers the Minister to 
order the transfer into military 
custody of a person in prison. 

"The introduction of a provision 
of this nature into our law smacks 
more of a totalitarian system of 
life than of a democracy," the 
Society says. 

The alarm caused in so many 
people by the Criminal Justice Bill 
has roused widespread apprecia-
tion in the 26 Counties of the 
importance of basic democratic 
liberties. For a long time there has 
been no aotive and campaigning 
Civil Liberties body able and will-
ing to oarry out In the 26 Counties 
the job whleh the National Coonoli 
for Civil Liberties does so well In 
Britain. Cltlaens for Civil Liberties 
has the potentiality of incoming 
such a body and if It does It will 
be making a very valuable contri-
bution to the maintenance of 
democracy In this part of Ireland. 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
FILL IN THIS FORM 

Please send me full particulars of how I can join the 
Connolly Association. 

Name 

Address 

tj 
Cut out and post to 283 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I 

an overdraft at the Shankill Rr>;ut 
branch of the Ulster Bank, amount-
ing to about £10,000. When arming 
was proclaimed on December 4th 
1913, Mr. Hunter, my bank man-
ager, came into my shop in a state 
of great excitement. He told m • 
that I was overdrawn by £8.000 
'Don't be in the least frightened 
I told him, 'I have already speni 
£30,000 for these people, and I 
have never been disappointed. 
Within a day or so I was sent foi 
by Mr. James Cunningham, who 
told me that 'any money or debti 
outstanding would be attended to 
in a week or so . . . Ulster will pa> 
every penny.' " (p. 62). 

A strange role for a bank man-
ager to allow a small shopkeepei 
to overdraw to the extent of £8,000 
—a veritable fortune in those days 
Did he act on his own, or were hi., 
bosses, the bankers, also part of 
the plot against the British and 
Irish people? 

Mr. Adgey never went to the 
war, although he wanted to. Capt 
Craig told him that he would have 
to remain at home and take charge 
of gathering in the arms. Mi 
Adgey and a Mr. Lloyd Campbell 
worked at this task for four years, 
oiled and greased the weapons and 
stored them, with the ammunition 
in safe places. But " . . . we nevei 
collected more than 25,000 rifles and 
about ten million rounds of ammu-
nition." (p. 31). Where did all the 
arms go? Did the British, or N. 
Ireland Government, ever attempt 
to find out after the war was over? 
They both knew that the arms 
existed. Did they make no move 
because they felt that they were 
in suitable hands and might be 
"needed" for their original pur-
pose? 

•VTR. ADGEY relates some of the 

events surrounding Churchill's 
visit to Ulster in February, 1912 
How much his story echoes the 
situation that still exists today and 
which affects all those who oppose 
the Unionist Party. He writes: 
"He (Mr. Churchill) was not 
allowed to speak in the Ulster 
(Municipal) Hall, and great efforts 
were made to find a place to hold 
a meeting, but the people of Bel-
fast (i.e. the Unionists) made up 
their minds that he would hold no 
meeting in the city." (p. 67/68) 

i And, as has happened ever since 
the N. Ireland Government was 
formed in 1920, Churchill was 
forced to speak in what Is nomin-
ally termed "a Catholic quarter," 
Celtic Park. (This is the usual 
tactic of the Unionists, force all 
opposition into being represented 
as Catholic or Republican opposi-
tion. Keep up the old sectarianism 
and Unionism will be safe.) 

The book, "Arming the Ulster 
Volunteers," is interesting and, at 
the same time, sad and pathetic. 
Mr. Adgey, after the first world 
war, became a City Councillor in 
Belfast and "served" for 14 years. 
He was on many committees of the 
Belfast Corporation and writes 
that he, with a Councillor Bicker-
staff, formed the first platoon of 
the Special Constabulary in 1922 
"by order of the Lord Mayor, to 
keep the peace about Brown 
Square, Peter's Hill and neighbour-
hood." He was elected chairman 
of Shankill Unionist Association, 
held that position for 25 years, wa.s 
afterwards President and now 
remains as a Trustee. 

^ITOE pathos comes in his conclu-
slon. We are told: " . . . I 

would like to say that I could have 
written a book three or four times 
the size. But this sketch was writ-

• ten many years ago . . . I was 
urged by some people not to pub-
lish it at all; on the other hand 
a much larger number wanted it 
published and most of them argued 
that there was not a single thing 
published except what had been 
written recently by Col. Fred Craw-
ford, who might •tave given very 
much more of fits experiences to 
tfie publlo but'Jike myself tie had 
many objectors, and It Is a p»ty 
that the oofonel -was not enoo«r-
agod to write a much larger 'boot* 
l imn "t»ad been done . . . Me waited 
too long, and he told me 'Mmeeti 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

BRITAIN RAPES VIRGIN ANGUILLA 

A SCANDAL 
T H E failure of Mr. Wilson to 
• act to end the dangerous 

situation in the six counties is 
becoming a public scandal. 

The "Irish Democrat" has 
warned time and time again that 
the signs grow more ominous 
every day. 

If the^e should be bloodshed or 
disturbances, then not the sup-
posed machinations of agitators, 
but the inaction of Britain's Prime 
Minister will be to blame. 

There will be no escape for him. 
Either he is criminally negligent, or 
he is aware of what is happening 
and has decided with imperialist 
cynicism that if there is trouble 
on Irish soil it will take no skin 
oft any Englishman's nose. 

The simple fact is that the 
nationalist population of the six 
counties are sick and tired of dis-
crimination, of gerrymandering and 
special powers acts, and they are 
not prepared to put up with them 
any longer. 

This fact comes out of all the 
meetings that are reported in the 
Press. Counsels of moderation are 
swept aside. The people are fed up 
and that's that. 

Surely it is the part of sanity to 
recognise this fact and act upon 
it? Yet the British Government 
still deludes itself into thinking 
that Terence O'Neill can hold the 
front line of imperialism with the 
aid of Mr. Wilson's clever advice, 
and, on the basis of microscopic 
concessions to middle class Catho-
lics, not only quieten the civil 
rights agitation but bring the 
twenty-six counties back into the 
British Empire. 

It is- a ludicrous fantasy, which 
only a man as ignorant of Ireland 
as Mr. Wilson would ever delude 
himself with. 

The simple fact of the matter is 
that the people of the six counties 
should never bo put in a position 
where they have to risk the safety 
of life and limb for the sake of 
elementary human decencies. 

The British Government could 
legislate them into a position of 
equality in a short bill that could 
guarantee civil rights and provide 
a peaceful road to the solution of 
the problem of divisions among the 
Irish p e o p l e — divisions which 
should not exist and were oreated 
by Mr. Wilson's predecessors. 

The Irish in Britain should now 
combine and work as never before 
to ensure that such legislation goes 
into early effect. Why should the 
Irish people have to pay with blood 
and sacrifice for what is theirs by 
right? Why should there be econ-
omic distress and hardship (or the 
sake ot something that should be 
there all the time? 

The British labour movement 
can, if charged with the dynamism 
ol the Irish in Britain, compel Mr. 
Wilson to act. The thing is to get 
him to act before the real damage 
begins to be done, and not after 
wards. 

What we demand is a Bill of 
nights writing into the constitu-
tion ot Northern Ireland the demo-
cratic rights which are taken for 
granted in Britain* and warranting 
that Britain will not interfere 
with irishmen trying to take a 
peaceful road to national unity 
and independence. 

is it an unreasonable demand? 

What Is unreasonable is that It 
should ever need to be made. 

That it should be refused Is 
simply preposterous. 

JN the i'orel ront of the politi-
cal scene today is the British 

action ol sending a fighting 
squad of paratroopers, a very 

special squad of police trouble-
shooters and two warships, to 

quell what some call a mini-

mutiny. by the people of An-

guilla led by their President, 
Ronald Webster. 

Mr. Webster led the 6,000 people 
of Anguilla in their breakaway two 
years ago from the British-imposed 
federation of St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla. 

Since that time there has been 
tension between Mr. Webster and 
Mr. Bradshaw, who is Prime Mini-
ster of the St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
Federation. 

According to Mr. William Whit-
lock, the emissary sent by British 
Foreign Secretary Stewart, to An-
guilla to report on conditions, the 
island was in the hands of a Mafia-
type group who dominated the "Pre-
sident", Mr. Webster, through the 
medium of the guns they possessed 
and the real estate they were pur-
chasing. 

This group expelled Mr. Whitlock 
from the island. He reported to 
Mr. Wilson and Mr. Stewart, Prime 
Minister and Foreign Secretary re-
spectively, and they, with a part of 
the Cabinet (say some influential 
authorities) put in motion the in-
vasion of the island with the agree-
ment of the Commonwealth coun-
tries involved. 

THE INVASION 

The British forces carried out 
their task efficiently. Gunboat dip-
lomacy was speedy and efficient in 
subduing the AnguUlan people, who 
did not offer any resistance. 

Mr. Anthony Lee was installed as 
Commissioner on the island. 

When asked at a Press conference 
if there were any Mafia-type or-
ganisations on the island he 

answered, "Not to my knowledge. 
There may have been. It is prob-
able that there were." 

It now appears that the plan 
envisages that, while the technical 
sovereignty of St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla will be maintained, em-
bodied as it is in the West 
Indies Act, 1967, in practice a 
British Commissioner will master-
mind the island, with a local admi-
nistrative council for as long as 
the Anguillans wish to manage 

s their own affairs. This will cer-
tainly be as long as Prime Minister 
Bradshaw, whom they dislike in-
tensely, holds office as head of the 
Federation. 

WHITE AND BLACK 
The question is already being 

sharply raised: How long is this 
extension of British responsibilities 
to be sustained by troops and 
police? They are white, the An-
guillans are black and proud of it. 

Originally there was a plan for 
a peace-keeping force from Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Guyana, but this fell 
through because Jamaica, far from 
the Eastern Caribbean and far 
from approving Mr. Bradshaw, 
withdrew, and doomed it. 

ANGUILLANS FIGHT BACK 

Meanwhile the Anguillans have 
not been idle. They are fighting 
back. Mr. Webster has demanded 
the withdrawal of the British 
troops and proposed a referen-
dum on the territory's future. 

He has made it quite clear that 
negotiations could not begin until 
the troops had gone. 

He has also protested strongly 
against the deportation of Mr. Jack 
Holcomb, the American who he says 
has been helping him—and whom 
the British authorities suspect as 
a dangerous and sinister figure 
aiming to exploit the island for his 
own purpose. 

Mr. Webster's telegram to the 
British Foreign Secretary is as 
follows:— 

"The people of the Republic 

of Anguilla are not prepared to 
negotiate with Mr. Lee under any 
circumstances. However, we are 
prepared to negotiate with Britain 
under the following conditions— 

(1) The complete and immediate 
withdrawal of all armed 
forces; 

(2) The removal of Mr. A. C. W. 
Lee. 

Please send a Parliamentary or 
Cabinet delegation to negotiate a 
settlement with the leaders and 
people of Anguilla. We have 
learnt that plans are afoot to 
assassinate Mr. Ronald Webster. 
We therefore hold Britain respon-
sible for all acts committed by 
their armed forces in Anguilla." 
The telegram was signed by Mr. 

Webster as "President Elect." 

It is reported that Mr. Webster 
is prepared in principle to consider 
merging his country with the Bri-
tish Virgin Islands—an idea which 
has previously been mentioned in 
British diplomatic circles. 

"We will certainly never return 
to the St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
status again." 

WORLDWIDE PROTEST 
As soon as the invasion started, 

in spite of all Government efforts 
to maintain security silence around 
it, protests arose everywhere, in 
the Cabinet, among Labour and 
other M.P.s and in the various 
Caribbean a n d Commonwealth 
countries as well as the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Hugh Shearer, Prime Minister 
of Jamaica, has callet} for the 
prompt withdrawal of British 
troops from Anguilla. Dr. Eric 
Williams, Prime Minister of Trini-
dad, who is now in Britain, has 
said he could not support the use 
of force. 

The "New York Times" wrote: "It 
was like the old days of empire, 
when the roar of the lion or the 
sight of a frigate was enough to 
bring rebels to their knees before 
the crown." 

"Combat", progressive French 

SCEPTICISM ABOUT DUBLIN PROGRAMME 
^ H E Dublin Government's 

Third Programme for Econ-
omic Expansion was received 
rather flatly by public opinion 
on its appearance this month. 
Considering the debacle of the 
Second Programme this was 
not surprising. 

The Second Programme, for 
example, had adopted a "target" of 
an overall increase of 46,000 jobs 
between 1964 and 1967. I n fact 
there was a decline of 3,000. The 
reasons were several: 41,000 left 
agriculture in these four years, 
against a target of 21,000. Only 
17,000 new jobs were created in 
industry, against a target of 34,000; 
and only 21,000 new jobs opened 
up in other sectors, against a tar-
get of 33,000. So much for targets! 

Scepticism about the next Pro-
gramme is therefore not surpris-
ing. In fact these "Programmes" 
are little more than public rela-
tions exercises. The "targets" are 
merely a mixture of hopes and 
guesses. Growth rates and figures 
are scattered liberally about the 
place, but bets are hedged in such 
statements as the following: 

"Since most economic decisions 
are taken outside the Govern-
ment's immediate sphere of influ-
ence, there is no guarantee that 
the aims set in this programme 
can be reached, or that its poli-
cies and purposes will not be 
frustrated by private decision or 
indifference. The programme's 
targets can be reached only if 
the conditions and assumptions 
on which they are based are ful-
filled: they are not self-fulfilling, 
nor, in a free enterprise economy, 
can they be imposed from above." 

<( A 4 

U O much for economic planning 
> ' as the 26-County Government 
sees it. What happens in practice 
is shown by the Government's 
almost frenzied attempts at the 
present time to hold the wages of 
the workers to as low a level as 
possible. Catching up with Govern-
ment fashions in Britain three 
years after, our Ministers here arc 

now beginning to talk about an 
"incomes policy." The victory the 
maintenance men won in their 
long drawn out struggle for a wage 
increase has set an example to the 
rest of the work force which the 
Government very much fears they 
will follow. The country just can-
not afford more wage increases says 
the Minister for Finance, Mr. 
Haughey, on television in a special 
nation-wide broadcast. 

Viewers looking in are cynical. 
Wasn't it only a year ago those 
self-same Ministers and T.D.s 
awarded themselves an increase of 
£1,000 a year —50 per cent. And 
then they have the impudence to 
call for wage restraint! The work-
ing class in the 26-Counties will be 

CO-ORDINATING SOLIDARITY 
\ NATIONAL co-ordinating com-

mittee is to be established in 
London by the Connolly Associa-
tion, Campaign for Democracy in 
Ulster and the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, to make one 
movement of the struggle for 
British Government action to com-
pel the establishment of normal 
demooratio working of the six-
county state. 

At the great "Irish Democrat" 
conference on Sunday, March I3rd, 
42 delegates gave in their names 
and pledged themselves to attend a 
further oonference themselves or 
urge their organisations to give sup-
port. 

This followed a lengthy debate 
in which is speakers took part, as 
well as the Chairman, Desmond 
Greaves, Editor of the "Irish 
Democrat," Patrick Byrne (C.D.U.), 
Joan Hymans (M.C.F.) and Sean 
Redmond (Connolly Association). 

The speakers were H. Mace 
(Kingston Labour Party), Michael 
Leahy (Oxford Civil Rights Com-
mittee), Bert Edwards (Harrow 
Trades Council and London Dis-
trict N.U.V.U.), Joe O'Connor (Haris 
Court: rf.UJR(), Bat O'ttegan <Loiv 
don District P.O. Workers), William 
McCarthy (Lancaster University 

paper, says: "Will the British lion 
crush the Anguillan Mouse?" 

The "Chicago Tribune": 'The 
British lion has at one stroke wiped 
out the stain of Dunkirk, Singapore 
and other debacles of British arms 
of recent memory. 

Dr. Milton ooote. President of 
Uganda, has suggested that British 
troops should go to Rhodesia. I n 
this way he said the British 
Government will exonerate itself 
from the accusation that rebellion 
by whites is a simple disagreement 
of no consequence. 

looking for higher wages this year. 
In doing so that will point to 

the high profits of Irish public 
companies over the past 12 months. 
During the last three months of 
1968, for example, 31 Irish public 
companies published their accounts. 
During 1968 these 31 made £4 mil-
lion profits between them before 
tax, which was a profits increase of 
l l i per cent on 1967. The aggregate 
remuneration paid to the directors 
of these 31 companies was £414,000 
—6J per cent above the previous 
.year. 

Not much basis in these figures, 
many people will think, for calling 
for wage restraint by the workers 
in 1969. 

Six Counties Freedom Group). 
Joseph O'Rourke < Liverpool 

Trades Council), Bob Hamilton 
(A.C.T.T.), John Morris (Birming-
ham Campaign for Social Justice), 
John Lelievre (East Anglia Stu-
dents' Union), Brian Loughran 
(Uxbridge Labour Party), J. Emrys 
Thomas (M.C.F.), M. McDaid (Bir-
mingham Campaign for Social Jus-
tice), Bob Fairley (Stoke Newing-
ton A.E.F.), J. Keys (Sunley's Site 
Horseferry Road Stewards' Commit-
tee). 

E. MacLaughlin (Hammersmith 
and Kensington Trades Council, 
and N.U.R., West Ealing Branch), 
H. J. Hardy (Young Liberals), J. C. 
O'Kane (5 Region C.O.H.S.E.), D. 
Mezzetti (Cambridge All Ireland 
Action Committee), M. Hurley 
(N.U.V B. Luton), M. Woods 
(D.A.T.A. No. 15), S. McCann (Hol-
born Labour Party), M. Harper 
(A.C.T.T.), Fintan Kelly (Regents 
S t r e e t Polytechnic Students' 
Union), P. Ward (Oxford Commit-
tee), Ken Graham (C.D.U.), P. J. 
Kelly (N.U.V.B. Luton) and R. W 
Heatley (Connolly Association). 

There were widespread expres-
sions of support for the demonstra-
tion In Trafalgar Square on April 
20 th. 

WHAT KIND OF 
A MOVEMENT? 

rJ^HE successful "Irish Demo-
crat" conference takes the 

struggle for the establishment 
of democracy in the six coun-
ties an important step further. 

The proposed co-ordination of 
the activities of the various in-
terested bodies through a national 
committee will be of the greatest 
importance. 

Steps have been taken to get the 
preliminaries through before Eas-
ter, and it should not be long 
before the conference can be 
recalled as a committee. But a little 
time must be allowed to permit 
delegates to report back and seek 
the sanction of their organisations. 

Naturally the question of what 
type of co-ordination is required 
has been raised. 

There have been suggestions for 
the establishment of a new organ-
isation. This is not a good idea. 
If there were not differences in 
policy, even in fundamental out-
look, between them the various 
organisations there are would not 
exist. To start a new one would 
merely pluck individuals from each 
and leave the old ones still stand-
ing alongside. 

So co-ordination, getting together 
to discuss common action, is the 
thing. And the common action 
must be such as to commend 
itself to the great variety of 
organisations that are interested. 
Obviously it is not easy to co-
ordinate the action of a trade 
union branch and a students' 
union. But it is not beyond the wit 
of man, and can be done. 

It will be vitally important for 
everybody concerned to remember 
that Britain is not Ireland, that 
forms of action which may be suit-
able in Ireland where the griev-
ances are to be found, are not 
necessarily suitable in Britain, 

We do not want the type of con-
troversy which has caused all the 
divisions in the Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Association, the more 
so because they are irrelevant to 
British conditions. 

It is important that the move-
ment in Britain shall not be 
officially linked to any movement 
in Ireland. Its responsibility should 
not be to organisations but to the 
people as a whole. 

Moreover it must not be forgot-
ten that British actions in Ireland 

- have injured the Protestant people 
as well as the Catholic, and that 
the responsibility for putting things 
right for them is as important as 
that towards the Catholics. 

The keynote of the movement 
should be getting the British into 
action. If the old Irish Self-
Determination League had not 
been constitutionally debarred from 
entering British politics, the whole 
force of the British working class 
could have been brought against 
Lloyd George. Ireland might never 
have been partitioned. We must 
learn that lesson today. 

BIRMINGHAM 
f MEETING 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IN 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

SUNDAV, APRIL fltth 

At the TOWN HALL 

Speakers Include 

A U S T I N C I I RR IE . MJ». 

Sre local announcement for further 

details. 
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COME ON, TACA! 
Get us the truth 
about Bantry Bay! 

T H E Fianna Fail (Soldiers of 
' Destiny) Government of 
the t w e n t y • s i x counties 
entered into a secret agreement 
with Gulf Oil to control Bantry 
Bay, the finest harbour in Wes-
tern Europe. We now have oil 
pollution in the bay, which we 

NO COLOUR BAR 
MEN HIT THE 
INDEPENDENT' 

INDEPENDENT Newspapers, 
the press complex once run 

by Wil l iam Martin Murphy, 
have never been renowned for 
their radical politics. Many 
people are scandalised, how-
ever, that they should become 
the mouthpiece of South Afri-
can and white Rhodesian propa-
ganda in the Twenty-Six Coun-
ties. 

Almost every Sunday the "Inde-
pendent" carries large advertise-
ments praising South Africa's 
sunny beaches or urging Irishmen 
to emigrate to Ian Smith's racial-
ist Rhodesia to taste the joys of 
living there. The advertisements 
are paid by the South African or 
Rhodesian Governments. Other 
Irish papers do not carry them. 
But the ''Independent" persists. 

Irish Anti-Apartheid now plans 
to picket Independent House to 
draw attention to this scandal. 
They have written to the Board of 
Management and sought interviews 
with the editor without success. 
They say in a statement: 

"These advertisements are a 
direct contravention of the reso-
lution passed by the Security 
Council of the United Nations in 
May 1968 and which is supported 
by the Irish Government. Smith 
is anxious to attract white 
emigrants in order that he may 
continue to impose racial segre-
gation in employment. There are 
plenty of unemployed Africans 
but they are not considered fit 
to be trained to the required 
technical level." 

"Every Rhodesian has an Irish 
grandmother," claims one of the 
big ads. And on March 17th the 
white Rhodesians were represen-
ted as whooping up Saint Pat-
rick's Day with Guinness! It 
shows how anxious Smith and 
Co. are to induce Irish people to 
go out there. 

Guerilla warfare is already being 
waged in Rhodesia and the next 
few years will see the white racial-
ists more and more hemmed in. 

The Anti-Apartheid Movement 
has called mi the Dublin Govern-
ment to introduce domestic legis-
lation to make sanctions on Rho-
desia enforceable by law and to 
prohibit such advertisements as 
are appearing in the "Indepen-
dent." 

PATRICK'S PARADE 
A COLD day but » good turn-out 

was the general verdict on the 
traditional 8L Patrick's parade on 
Sunday, March 16th, In London. 

Mr. LsnBtan, T.D, took the salute 
from • data at MarWs Arch. Chief 
marshal was Mr. MoCabe of the 
United Ireland Association, and his 
assistant was Mr. O'Sullfvan of 
Cfann na hClraann. 

A number of oounty and cultural 
organisations took part, but the 
Connolly Association was not In-
vited this year. 

Not that this grievously disap-
pointed tham. If it had bean some 
representative of the ordinary 
people of Ireland, some prominent 
trade unienist, Socialist or Repub-
lican taking the salute, the Con-
nolly Aseoolatlon would have been 
very Indignant at being cold-
shouldered like this. 

. It Is time thsee parades saw a 
different kind of person made the 
guest of honour. 

warned would happen in this 
column of the "Irish Demo-
crat" last August. We stated 
then as follows : 

"A group of marine biologists 
are presently making a survey 
of marine life, fish, crustaceans 
and algae in the Castletown and 
Bere Island areas. It is feared 
that some forms of this wildlife 
will be impaired by oil spillage 
from the Whiddy Island oil 
terminal." 

We also said that while 1,000 men 
were employed in this project few 
would find work when it was com-
pleted. Well it has come to pass, 
work at Whiddy is coming to a 
close. Bantry, which far and wide 
during the past two years was 
known as "Boom Town" is every 
week rapidly becoming "Ghost 
Town." Everything is now becom-
ing silent and only the crews of 
the giant tankers Universe Ireland 
and Universe Kuwait now frequent 
the shopping thoroughfares. Last 
Christmas Day oil was discharged 
into the sea and destroyed the 
whole area and cost the Gulf Oil 
Company £30,000 compensation to 
those who had suffered damage as 
a result of the spillage, but the 
destruction of the fish wasn't men-
tioned. 

Why is control of oil pollution 
in Bantry Bay and along the holi-
day coastline of Cork and Kerry 
being operated from Dublin, instead 
of by a proper harbour authority 
in which the County Council would 
have a part? Are the existing 
measures to prevent oil pollution 
from the world's largest oil tankers 
at Bantry adequate and In accord-
ance with the best international 
standards? 

f- V V 
T j y H Y are the people of South 
" Cork, North Cork and other 

areas of the county being deprived 
of thousands of pounds in revenue 
because of the Government's refu-
sal to permit the establishment of 
a proper harbour authority at 
Bantry? 

It is known that the Govern-
ment have a secret agreement 
which they entered into with Gulf 
Oil. They have refused to make a 

Oil pollutes 

Co. Cork coast 
a 

AND A SECRET 
AGREEMENT 

WITH DUBLIN 
by 

JAMES SAVAGE 

copy of it available to the Cork 
County Council, the statutory 
authority in charge of the pier at 
Bantry, though not the authority 
in charge of the harbour. A letter 
was received from the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister for 
Transport and Power, which stated 
that "a case had not been estab-
lished to warrant the setting up 
of a harbour authority in Bantry." 

The County Council have been 
trying unsuccessfully to have this 
harbour authority established so as 
to control the oil pollution which 
is at the moment "controlled" 
from Dublin They want local con-
trol as is done at Milfordhaven 
and elsewhere. 

The terminal buildings of Gulf 
Oil are not paying any rates to 
the County Council and the latter 
spent £5,000 for the dredging of 
the harbour. The harbour has 
tremendous advantages which are 
not available at Rotterdam or at 
Milfordhaven or at any of the 
French harbours and because of 
this the County Council requested 
the Government to establish a 
harbour authority long before 
Gulf Oil came to the area, as they 
wanted to develop the harbour. 

^ # 9 

r pHEY wanted to sell Bantry to 
the world as Shannon had been 

sold to the world. Revenues derived 

from the harbour authority could 
be used for the development of the 
harbour and the natural amenities 
of the harbour area. Under Dublin 
control within three months of the 
opening of the t e r m i n a l oil 
appeared in the sea, killing life 
below and birds above, wrecking 
the livelihood of fishermen and 
fouling the coast. The oil company 
failed to contain it. This we had 
warned would happen and our con-
cern was fully justified. 

The background to all this is 
that the Government has bungled 
badly in making this agreement 
and sold the finest harbour i n 
Europe for nothing. 

"It was a terrible, callous and 
criminal act on the part of Gulf 
Oil Terminals (Ireland) Ltd. in 
commencing operations on Whiddy 
Island when they were fully aware 
that their safety precautions were 
not fully effective," remarked Mr. 
A. Browne, B.L., at Bantry Court 
where Gulf Oil Terminals (Ire-
land) Ltd. prosecuted for discharg-
ing oil from Whiddy Island into 
the inland waters of the State on 
December 25th. 

A similar charge was preferred 
against the defendants in respect 
of December 26th. 

Mr. Browne said that the steps 
taken by Gulf Oil following the 
leakage were potentially harmful 
to marine life in Bantry Bay. He 
reminded the Justice that in the 
event of conviction the defendants 
were liable to a fine not exceeding 
£500. 

c 
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ONTINUING Mr. Browne said 
that if all the reasonable steps 

were taken after the escape it 
would be a defence. He felt that 
the Justice would be quite satisfied 
that the escape had taken place. 
He went on to say that in effect 
approximately 150 to 200 gallons of 
crude oil had escaped into Bantry 
Bay and started to come ashore 
on approximately December 27th. 
About 14 miles of shoreline was 
polluted by this crude oil, he added. 

"So far as the mop up opera-
tions in attempting to minimise 
the danger was concerned Gulf Oil 

were informed of two ways m 
which this problem could be 
approached. One was that you 
could leave the oil there, scrape off 
as much as you could. This would 
not be harmful and in the case of 
the coastline around Bantry Bay 
would not be unsightly. The other 
was a detergent — B.P. 1002. The 
general consensus of view on this 
detergent was that it was detri-
mental to life in the sea." 

Despite this, Gulf Oil had used 
it. 

West Cork is one of the most 
neglected areas in Ireland and has 
suffered badly from emigration 
over the years, with the result if 
you visit any town, village or 
hamlet in this part of the county, 
you will find only old people and 
very young children, as in many 
cases the parents had to emigrate 
to Britain and America. "A large 
number of young people just move 
off after leaving school to find 
employment as none exists at 
home. 

ft ft ft 

-OECAUSE of this Gulf Oil was 
welcomed with open arms and 

the finest harbour in the world 
was made available to them. They 
didn't come to help the people, but 
because the facilities were not 
available in any other harbour in 
Europe. It wasn't much use speak-
ing to the people about the beauty 
of Bantry Bay, to them Gulf Oil 
meant work, even for a short 
period and now we are back where 
we started. 

Therefore the Cork County Coun-
cil should demand a copy of the 
"secret agreement" entered into 
between the Government and Gulf 
Oil. Irish organisations in England 
and America such as the Cork-
men's Association should come to 
the assistance of their kinsmen 
and demand that this agreement 
be cancelled Immediately. 

A new agreement is needed to 
protect the vital interests of the 
people. The question of destruction 
by oil pollution, which Gulf Oil 
said would not happen, but did 
happen, must be gone into in great 
detail. 

Coming down O'Connell St. 
P O L I T I C A L activity n e v e r 

seems to stop in the Irish 
capital. If a day goes by with-
out a meeting, or a week with-
out the foundation of a new 
agitational organisation, com-
mentators begin to think some-
thing has gone wrong. 

The students are at it most of 
the time. Minister Lenihan had 
such a warm reception in Trinity 
College, Dublin, that he chose the 
novel mode of egress through a 
window. That was great publicity. 
The Art School has been closed for 
weeks, and the Minister for Educa-
tion has been unable' to persuade 
the students to accept less than 
their (seemingly r e a s o n a b l e 
enough) demands. And the stu-
dents at U.C.D. have been demand-
ing more of a say in the running of 
the college. 

What's the cause of all this un-
rest? It must be connected with 
the big expansion of the Universi-
ties whloh the authorities have been 
trying to do on the oheap. 

S V- V 
UT it's not only the students. 

Passing down Kildare Street 
the other day I saw a line of police 
at the gates of Leinster House. In 
front of the Guards were a dozen 
or so men sitting on the ground. 
They WVOi claiming that the Gov-
ernment toas not looking properly 
after the men made idle by the 
huge strike of maintenance workers. 
And, of course, they weren't. 

When the T.D.s arrived in their 
cars they had to wait till the police 
removed the demonstrators. The 
drill was repeated every time the 
same way. The Guards told the 
sitters to get up. They Informed 
them politely that they would not. 
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The Guards then lifted them gently 
out of the way, and when the car 
had gone past, put them back 
equally gently. 

Indeed, it was a gentlemanly 
affair altogether. I wonder if the 
strikers had picketed the Dail, or 
opponents of the Criminal Justice 
Bill, would^ they have been so 
lightly dealt with. 

All the same, it was good enough. 
The police are as good as the 
people who give them their orders. 
Blame should be placed where it 
properly lies. 

ft ft ft 
Vl/'HO is the Deputy that Fianna 

Pail hates most? Surprisingly 
enough it is not one of the Pine 
Gael party. And it i§ not Mr. Bren-
dan Corish. 

It is an open secret. It is Mr. 
Michael OLeary. 

He Is not far to the left. But he 
is left enough. Well to the left of 
Mr. Corish He is effective in the 
House. Though no orator, no man 
for histrionics, he makes his 
point. 

But what maddens Fianna Fall 
is the sheer persistence of the man. 
Every month he drags out of them 
particulars of how many Irish busi-

nesses have been taken over by 
cross-ohannel firms, how many 
small shopkeepers and Industrialists 
have been beggared, what the level 
of wages Is, and how many people 
are emigrating. 

It is said they would like to 
strangle him. But that would be out 
of order. So they have gerry-
mandered his constituency in the 
most shameless way. 

They have merged it with tradi-
tionally invincible Fianna Fall ter-
ritory. But many people are say-
ing that if there is going to be a 
swing away from Fianna Fail at 
the next election, Mr. O'Leary is an 
ideal candidate to swing to. 

He Is still only 32. If he can 
weather the Immediate storm he 
has the ohanoe of being the first 
Labour Taolseaoh. And while there 
might no doubt be better, there 
could also be worse. 

ft ft ft 
lyrOST recent addition to the 

^ serried ranks of new political 
organisations is a Public Transport 
Users' Association which was 
founded recently Ln Liberty Hall. 
It wants decent bus services. 

It followed on the tall of a new 
organisation to fight for civil liber-
ties. 

There are organisations to pro-
tect Dublin's magnificent Georgian 
Squares and other architectural 
treasures from being knocked down 
by Taca-connected British specula-
tors. 

Indeed there's a certain common-
sense briskness In the Dublin air. 
if the Government is doing some-
thing the people don't want, then 
get together and stop them. 

I t may jiist conceivably be that 
there are big changes ahead on the 
political front. The days of the 
treaty parties may be numbered— 
in the traditional sense, anyway, 

ft ft ft 

A MONG the founders of the Con-
^ nolly Association in its earliest 
form—when it was the London 
Branch of the Republican Congress 
—was Charlie Donnelly. Poet, his-
torian, political writer of extraordi-
nary precocity, he left U.C.D. in 
1935 or thereabouts and settled in 
London—possibly after a brief stay 
in Glasgow. 

He wrote for "Left Review" and 
was one of the founders of the early 
duplicated "Irish Front" along with 
Leslie Daiken and Ewart Milne, the 
poet. In 1936 he joined the Inter-
national Brigade and went to Spain 
He Joined the Abraham Lincoln, or 
American Brigade. He was shot on 
February 27th, 1937. 

It is not generally realised that 
he left quite a substantial volume 
of work behind, mostly poems and 
literary criticism, though he was 
only 22. 

Now there is a plan on foot to 
collect this material and publish it. 
Prime mover Is the poet's brother, 
but I understand that Mr. Peadar 
O'Donnell and Mr. Brian O'Neill 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE EDITOR AT THE CONFERENCE CALLED BY 

THE "IRISH DEMOCRAT" ON CIVIL RIGHTS IN SIX COUNTIES 

I ADIES and Gentlemen, — It 
is my pleasant duty to 

declare this conference open, 

and to welcome all our dele-
fates and visitors. Unfortu-

nately Miss Elizabeth Sinclair 
informed us by telephone on 
Thursday that she has been 
called to and emergency meet-

ing of the Civil Rights Associa-
tion in Belfast and tenders 
apoiogies for being unable to 
attend. I hope therefore you 
will listen to a few introduc-
tory words from myself. 

The subject of the conference is 
the necessity of establishing normal 
polit.cal democracy in that part of 
the united Kingdom which is (in-
accurately termed) Northern Ire-
land. I will use the inaccurate term 
lor the sake of brevity. 

The purpose of the conference is 
to afford representatives of the 
British labour and democratic 
movement an opportunity of taking 
counsel together upon their respon-
sibilities and the lines of action re-
quired. 

At the very start I would like to 
make it clear beyond possible per-
adventure, that though we did in-
vite Miss Sinclair to give us her 
first-hand account of the situation 
confronting democrats in Northern 
Ireland, we do not consider it the 
province of this assembly to offer 
any advice to or accept any respon-
sibility for movements in Ireland. 

We are concerned with our own 
responsibilities in Britain. These 
arise because the British Govern-
ment is in control of Northern Ire-
land, and is constantly taking de-
cisions that affect the lives of the 
people of that area. This means 
that the British people are auto-
matically involved. The British 
Labour movement is involved. And 
I would add, the means by which we 
discharge our responsibilities must 
be decided by our own movement, 
in the well-thought-out interests of 
the people of Britain, and not out 
of any patronising philanthropism 
towards others. 

A fair proportion of those here 
today may be of Irish extraction. 
Some have not been extracted very 
long. But this is primarily a con-
ference of people resident in 
Britain. Either we look to British 
democracy or we are all wasting our 
time. 

ft ft ft 

WE have described this as a con-
sultative conference, and it is 

our duty to the delegates, who are 
here without mandates, to keep it 
so. 

It is not proposed to have any 
resolutions. I hope this will be 
taken to mean that speakers may, 
if they wish, think aloud. But I 
also hope they will bear in mind the 
vital necessity of reaching some 
measure of rough, even undefined, 
agreement which all can apply in 
their several spheres of work, and 
that that work lies ln this country. 

If we find that at the end of the 
day there are oertaln Immediate ob-
jectives we are unanimous upon, 
then they can be brought to the 
knowledge, and I hope the action, 
of the government by processes we 
are all aware of. 

I said that we propose to discuss 
democracy in Northern Ireland as 
the concern of democracy ln 
Britain. 

It may be asked what is our start-
ing point. Is It simply that the 
liberties of one people are the con-
cern of all? Or have we a closer 
responsibility? 

I suggest our starting point 
should be one simple fact It to 
that people In Northern Ireland 
have oomplalned to the British 
Government that thev are suffering 
from serious maladministration, 
and they have asked the British 
Government to take action. 

Any proposal for action by the 
British Government is the concern 
of the British people. It is there-
fore essential that the people of 
this country should know and 
understand what is Involved. 

ft ft ft 

^FHE people who are making these 
complaints belong to one of 

the communities that inhabit the 
United Kingdom. The Government 
of which they complain Is resolutely 
opposed to their being allowed to 

leave the United Kingdom. In any 
event that Government is forbidden 
by British law to allow them to 
leave the United Kingdom. 

For the moment therefore they 
are seeking an improvement in their 
status within it. 

I remark, ladies and gentleman, 
that one of the features of heaven 
which discourages even the virtuous 
from hurrying to get there, is the 
undoubted fact that once in you 
cannot get out. It may be easier to 
get out of the United Kingdom than 
to get out of heaven. But it is not 
the case of either the Catholics or 
the Protestants in Northern Ireland 
that they are living in heaven. I 
have heard it described as some-
thing else. 

Let me turn for a moment to the 
substance of the complaints. There 
are three broad categories on which 
I have no need to expand. 

There is the limited nature of the 
franchise and the manipulation of, 
electoral boundaries. These are said 
to give the ruling Unionist Party an 
unfair advantage. 

There is the refusal of the ad-
ministration to give opponents of 
the Government their fair share of 
employment and housing. This 
forces them to emigrate and safe-
guards the Unionists in the elec-
toral field. 

Finally there are special powers 
vested In the police which have the 
etfect of stifling legitimate move-
ments for political change. 

This must by now be common 
ground among all who have ac-
quired the slightest knowledge of 
the subject. 

ft ft ft 

[T would be a mammoth under-
statement to say that Her 

Majesty's Government has been 
exceedingly reluctant to intervene. 

For many years Prime Ministers 
professed that they had no power 
over this part of the United King-
dom. 

When it was finally accepted that 
under section 75 of the Government 
of Ireland Act 1920 such power was 
expressly vested in the British Par-
liament, they discovered a "conven-
tion" according to which while 
Britain had the power she refrained 
from exercising it. 

Therf under pressure of public 
opinion Mr. Wilson began his tea-
time chats with Captain O'Neill and 
told him that in the name of his 
loyalty to Britain he must make 
some kind of show. 

The mountain then went into 
labour and produced a ridiculous 
mouse — half-hearted non - reforms 
that satisfied nobody. 

Captain O'Neill did away with the 
company vote. He proposed but did 
not enforce a points system for 
housing. Instead of introducing 
one man one vote he did away with 
representative Government alto-
gether in the city of Derry where 
one man one vote would have lost 
his pkrty control of the munici-
pality. 

Even these items of window-dres-
sing, won let It be said through 
severe trials and saorifloes -by the 
people of Northern Ireland, nearly 
oost him his polltloal life. 

At this moment there are power-
ful forces ln the Unionist party only 
waiting for an opportunity to set 
the clock back those few minutes it 
has gone forward. 

They rely on the return of a Con-
servative Government in Britain. 
The question before us is how to 
see that democracy Is restored fully 
and Irrevocably. Reform must 
come fully, finally and irreversibly, 

ft ft ft 

WHEN I say democracy must be 
established fully, finally and 

Irreversibly, I do not wish for a 
moment to discourage the struggle 
against particular abuses. 

Nor do I wish to suggest that the 
movement ln Northern Ireland has 
not scored, a victory when It wins 
some concession which the govern-
ment will strain every nerve to take 
away again. 

If the movement for Democracy 
in Northern Ireland can compel the 
Northern Ireland (iDvernment to 

abandon even one of its oppressive 
practices, that is a great thing, and 
must be assisted and applauded 
without reservation. 

However, I said before, pressure 
from England is a most important 
factor in such achievements, and 
they might become far more diffi-
cult to win, should the British 
people prove so foolish as to return 
the Conservatives, instead of de-
manding from Labour a real Labour 
policy. 

These questions have undoubtedly 
exercised the minds of Civil Rights 
demonstrators when they were sub-
jected to the almost unbelievable 
sectarian violence most of you have 
seen on your television screens. 

And such events took place after 
Captain O'Neill had professedly em-
barked on a policy of reform. 

They created a widespread feel-
ing that he would do nothing but 
temporise and manoeuvre. They 
had no faith in his reforms. 

People wanted Britain to do 
something, and here are the things 
they asked for at different times: 
use of British troops against the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary; the dis-
missal of the Northern Ireland Gov-
ernment and the appointment of a 
commissioner under the Crown; 
the repeal of the 1920 Home Rule 
Act followed by the return of the 
Union—that is to say that Northern 
Ireland should have the same 
status as Wales or Scotland. 

V V V 
rriHESE were not the consistent 

deeply considered proposals of 
men versed in constitutional law. 

They were challenges to British 
democracy. 

The Unionist party claims the 
right of inclusion within the United 
Kingdom 

From this position it derives sub-
sidies to the tune of some 
£150,000,000 a year. 

But it refuses to accept the stan-
dards of democracy which obtain in 
other parts of the United Kingdom. 

I t is prepared to take the subsi-
dies, but insists on distributing 
them, or their equivalent, in such 
a way as to give preference to its 
own supporters. 

Are we to connect this fact with 
the other fact that the Unionist 
Party has been in power in North-
ern Ireland for almost fifty years? 

I am going to suggest to you at 
this point that what is wrong with 
Northern Ireland is Its constitution. 

That constitution is the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act passed at 
Westminster in December 1920, sub-
ject to amendments that have been 
made over the years. 

The entire legislative and ad-
ministrative powers of the Govern-
ment of Northern Ireland are held 
in licence from the British Parlia-
ment. This licence is set down in 
Section four of the constituent Act. 
The power to over-ride it, or to 
withdraw it altogether, is expressly 
reserved in sections six and 75. 

All this has been admitted by 
Captain O'Neill speaking on tele-
vision. It Is now common ground. 

It Is my considered opinion that 
that constitution has not only been 
abused, but has become out of date, 
and requires drastic revision. 

ft ft ft 

I T is not difficult to find examples 
' to prove these contentions. 

While it was not specified in the 
Act, the first election was held 
under proportional representation. 
In 1929 this fair system was 
abolished. 

An amendment to section 15 of 
the 1920 Act is all that Is necessary 
to restore it, to assimilate Northern 
Ireland election practice to the 
British, or to introduce any other 
preferred system. 

The object of section five of the 
Act was to guard against legislation 
which promoted religious dis-
crimination The Unionists evaded 
that restriction by promoting, or 
permitting, religious discrimination 
by administrative means. 

An amendment to section five 
could be framed so as to forbid re-

ligious discrimination in jobs or 
housing. 

And section lour could be 
amended so as to provide safe-
guards against emergency legisla-
tion. 

I would call a Bill incorporating 
these and other democratising pro-
visions a Bill of Rights. Its ob-
ject would be to introduce the prin-
ciples of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, which Britain 
has signed, into the Constitution of 
its subordinate Parliament. 

Let me say however that I do not 
imagine for one moment that even 
if these important safeguards were 
introduced, the Civil Rights move-
ment in Northern Ireland would be 
able to fold up its tents and go 
home. 

Even when a Constitution guaran-
tees democracy, experience shows 
there is still a need for organisa-
tions to defend it. The price of 
liberty will always be constant vigi-
lance. 

What a Bill of Rights would do 
would be to reduce the task of the 
Northern Ireland movement to 
manageable proportions. At present 
they have the herculean task of 
struggling against a virtual dicta-
torship. I t is a blot on British 
democracy that they should be com-
pelled to do so. 

ft ft ft 

T)UT now I would like to venture 
on to new ground.^ 

I have mentioned respects in 
which the Government of Ireland 
Act is too loosely drawn to provide 
for the peace, order and good gov-
ernment desiderated in section four. 

Is it possible that In other respects 
it may be too restrictive? 

Take the economic field. Un-
doubtedly the unfavourable econo-
mic climate of Northern Ireland has 
much to do With the persistence of 
outmoded political attitudes. 

The Government of Ireland Act 
denies the Northern Ireland Parlia-
ment the right to legislate in respect 
of Trade with any place outside 
Northern Ireland. 

Would it hurt England if it were 
given that right? 

Again they are forbidden to deal 
vMh treaties or relations with 
foreign states, even relations with 
other Commonwealth countries. 

Well the world is not what it was 
in 1920. And I hasten to add, no 
more is the Commonwealth. 

Is it not time that this section 
also was looked at? 

I make this point in regard to 
.both trade and foreign relations. 
They are subjects with many rami-
fications I cannot go into. 

But there is one place with which 
it is economically essential that 
Northern Ireland should be able to 
develop close relations; it is the 
area of Ireland comprising the Re-
public, 

Is there any reason why at least 
this field of foreign relations should 
not be made over to it? 

ft ft ft 

T EST anybody thinks the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act was in-

tended to guard against such a de-
velopment, may I hasten to add that 
it was not. 

Section two, now repealed, pro-
vided for a Council of Ireland to 
which both Northern Ireland and 
what is now the Republic, should be 
entitled to transfer powers and re-
ceive the transfer of additional 
powers temporarily held by the 
British Government. 

The Act as it stands clearly no 
longer meets the needs of today. 

Fifteen of the original 76 sections 
of the Government of Ireland Act 
have been repealed. This only shows 
what an out-of-date patchwork 
structure it has become. 

Historical events made large parts 
of this Act inoperative. As a result, 
all manner of anomalies and injus-
tices were so to speak frozen and 
preserved. 

Am I still talking civil liberties? 
I think I am. 
Ixx>k at one fundamental fact 

The opposition parties against 

which the unionists employ all 
these repressions and sharp prac-
tices are not Labour or Socialist. 

Nor is it that they are composed 
for the most part of Catholics. The 
fundamental fact is that the oppo-
sition who are persecuted are those 
who wish their community to leave 
the United Kingdom and amalga-
mate with the Republic of Ireland. 

But the Parliament of Northern 
Ireland has no power to legislate for 
amalgamation with the Republic. 

Is it not just possible that all this 
repression is connected with the 
fact that those who are repressed 
are demanding that the Govern-
ment should do something which it 
Is constitutionally not empowered 
to do? 

ft ft ft 

SOMEBODY may say to me that 
the Northern Ireland Parlia-

ment desires no power to amalga-
mate with the Republic, or to enter 
into trading relations direct with 
foreign countries. 

My reply would be, "Gentlemen, 
you are not obliged to use it." 

Of course they might fear the 
election of a new Government which 
would wish to use it. 

My reply to that would be that 
we would have guaranteed demo-
cratic elections and a fair field for 
every opinion. Beyond that why 
should Britain underwrite the 
status quo in Northern Ireland? 
Everywhere any Government has 
sovereign powers it takes the chance 
that these powers will pass into the 
hands of its political opponents. 

Indeed, to give this power uncon-
ditionally to Northern Ireland is 
the only way the British Govern-
ment can give legal effect to the 
reasonable request that it should 
not come between Irishmen endea-
vouring to settle their differences. 

To offer the opposition in North-
ern Ireland equality of status is an 
extremely important thing. 

But surely it is a democratic right 
that if one's party achieves a 
majority in Parliament, it shall 
have the power to put its pro-
gramme into effect. 

If it is denied that opportunity, 
how can it be blamed if it takes to 
the gun? 

Civil rights in their ordinarily 
understood sense can do much to 
remove the poison from community 
relations. When it is not possible 
to exploit one's neighbour, common-
sense dictates that one co-operates 
with them. 

But the troubles of Northern Ire-
land derive from wider relation-
ships. It is important that those 
who wish to improve those wider re-
lationships shall be permitted a 
legal peaceful path for doing it. 

ft ft ft 

A FEW words In conclusion. 
I can imagine a Unionist cry-

ing out with indignation: "What 
right has the British Government 
to revise our Constitution?" 

I reply "the same right as they 
had to give It you. None whatso-
ever." But by accepting It they 
debarred themselves from subse-
quent complaint. 

If they wish to declare themselves 
independent that Is their affair. But 
there are certain responsibilities 
they must assume for as long as 
they are within the United King-
dom. 

They should have full powers to 
get out of jt, but while they are in 
it the British people Insist that their 
opponents are not forced into an 
under-privileged position. 

Perhaps some nationalist will 
say "Why do you not demand that 
Britain set the axe to the root and 
Just get out of Ireland lock, stook 
and barrel, and than you'll not need 
to have oonfereneee In London." 

The answer is of course that cer-
tain relationships exists. They have 
been built up over years. The first 
thing a carpenter does when he goes 
to pull a Job apart is to see If it 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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CI IMIIISEII lllllli B E 
THE FOGGY DEW 

(Air: The Jackets Green) 

AS down the glen one Easter morn to a city fair rotle I, 

Three armed lines of marching men in squadrons passed me by; 
tto pipe did hum, no battle drum did sound its loud rattoo, 
Bwt the Angelus bell o'er the Lifley's swell rang out through the foggy dew. 

Right proudly high over Dublin town they hung out the flag of war; 
n was better to die 'neath an Irish sky than at Suvla or Sud-el-Bar; 
And from the plains of Royal Meath strong men came hurrying through, 
White Britannia's Huns, with their six-inch guns sailed in through the 

foggy dew. 

Oh the night fell black and the rifle's crack made perfidious Albion reel, 
'Mill the leaden rain seven tongues of flame did shine o'er the lines of 

steel: 
By each shining blade a prayer was said that to Ireland her sons be true 
And when morning broke still the war flag shook out its fold through 

the foggy dew. 

England bade our Wild Geese ge that small nations might be free, 
their lonely graves are by Suvla's waves or the fringe of the great 

North Sea; 
Oth had they died by Pearse's side, or had fought with Cathal Brugha, 
Their names we'd keep where the Fenians sleep, 'neath the shroud of the 

foggy dew. 
y 

Bat the bravest fell and the requiem bell rang mournfully and clear 
fior those who died that Eastertide in the springtime of the year, 
M iH» the world did gaze with deep amaze, at those fearless men but few 
Who. bore the fight that freedoms light might shine through the foggy 

dew. 

through the glen I rode again, and my heart with grief was sore, 
For I parted then with valiant men whom I never shall see more; 
But to and fro in my dreams I go, and I kneel and pray for you, 
per slavery fled, oh glorious dead, when you fell in the foggy dew. 

REV. P. O ' N E I L L . 

A SHAWL OF GALWAY GREY 
TVWAS short the night we parted, too quickly came the day, 

When silent, broken-hearted, I went from you away; 
The-dawn was bright'ning o'er Glenrue, as stole the stars away, 
That last fond look I caught of you in your shawl of Galway grey. 

Qhy I've seen the silks and laces, and well they look and show, 
Beneath the pretty faces of gentle girls I know; 
Bttt this—a secret I'll confide—I'd leave them all today 
Tomoet you on a green hillside in your shawl of Galway grey. 

Ttw weH is sparkling as of yore, the sky still grey and blue, 
The dog outside your father's door keeps watch and ward for you. 
AtK^atl this picture now I see, but ah! so far away— 
Is brightened by your grace so free in your shawl of Galway grey. 

tot others-love some prouder dame with frills and flowers bedecked, 
Vouc-power ofer me is still the same, its play remains unchecked. 
An* aH I wish for is Glenrue, my homeland far away, 

life and love beside you in your shawl of Galway grey. 

AN DRAIGHNEAN DONN 
M M I R A S feirin la aonaigh o bhuachaill deas, 
* ASUS oead rud nach • sin o rogha na. bfcfear. 
Sgala cteibh ar an te adearfadh nach tu mo shearc, 

A bhuachaill ghleigil is breath i n-Eirinn's BO n-ealoinn leatl 

SNmkm cead fear gur leo fein me nuair olakn lionn, 
NMurim lad nuair a smaoinim ar a chomhro liwn. 
tow is mine na an sioda t ar Shliabh na nBan Fionn, 
* to mo ghra mar bhlath na n-airne ar an draighsean dorm. 

K glaise suil e na fear is drucht air's na duilliur na gerann, 
Is glle taobh e na sneachta^seite ar Shliabh Ui Fhloinn-
Bnoaohta. soite is e dha shior- chur no tuttim go mall, 
'S go Mifuill mo ghra-sa mar bhlath na n-airne ar an draighnean donn. 

A oganaigh an chujl duarligh agus e cas o n-a bharr, 
Nil sptHrie -aw on tiiuasald na mairg on ramhan. 
AkDhtat'ta thtias, ptdreas fuacht agus teas ins a la, 

•me i iVtMrigneasna collie dualgai, go nguilfinn mo shaithl 

It fear gairoheilt bhios a'dreim leis an gcrann a bhios ard, 
MTfuiodh crann beag le n-a thaobh dheanas reidh ar a laimh. 

ard e an crann caorthainn blonn se searbh in-a bharr, 
bhfasann smeir is subfia carobh ar a'gerann is isle blath. 

ShaoH me fein nach 'ceasacht spre orm a bheadh gra mo chroi, 
se 'n-a dheigh me mar gheall ar mhaoin; 

i bltfuilim fein is an teud a chraidh mo chroi 
sleibhe I bhfad o einneachis an drucht in a lui! 

arab oth leis e, molfa mise gra mo chroi, 
arab oth leis e, suite mise le n-a thaoibh; 

An telerab oth leis e, mile osna tre lar a chroi— 
A'reatt a' tsoluls, I mbeal fcach phobail is tue chraidh mo chroi! 

A-Dhe dhills! goid e dheanas me na imionn tu uaim? 
NH eolas.'un do thighe agam, un do theme no un do ohult. 
To m'athalr faol leatruim is mo mhathair go duoh, 
l i r a bhalle seo go mor i bhfeirg liom, is mo ghra i bhfad uaim! 

A o|iead sltearc, na treig mi sear airgead no ar or, 
' Ihi l l l lMl shearc, na treig mise are mhoran stoir, 
A eMad ehearc na treig mise ar mhacha brea be, 
S gur to an chead fhear dar leig me leis mo run ko h-ogi 

MnT mor-'s nil airgead na or ajpm, 
it me—'g nil ba boga ar mholnn agam, 

•-^'1 nil babalnin og faolm clirlos, 
mbolrlr m mhoirlm-ae bliain o 'niul 

THE WILD ROVER 
i VE been a wild rover for many's the year 

And I've spent all my money on whiskey and beer; 
But now I 'm returning with gold in great store, 
And I never will play the wild rover no more. 

C H O R U S : * 

And it's no, nay, never, no, nay never no more, 
Will I play the wild rover, no never no more, 

I went into an alehouse I used to frequent, 
And I told the landlady my money was spent; 
I asked her for credit, she answered me nay, 
Such custom as yours I can have any day. 

I then took from my pocket ten sovereigns bright 
And the landlady's eyes opened wide with delight; 
She says I have whiskey and wines of the best 
And the words that I said, sure, werj only in jest. 

I'll go home to my parents, confess what I've done, 
And I'll ask them to pardon their prodigal son. 
And when they've caressed me, as oft times before, 
I never will play the wild rover no more. 

THE IRISH REBEL 
A GREAT crowd had gathered outside of Kilmaintiam, 

With their heads all uncovered they knelt on the ground, 
For inside that prison lay a br^/e Irish soldier 

His life for his country about to lay down. 

He went to his death like a true son of Ireland 
The firing party he bravely did face; 

Then the order rang out: "Present Arms, Fire," 
James Connolly fell into a ready-made grave. 

The black flag they hoisted, the cruel deed was over 
Gone was the man who loved Ireland so well. 

There was many a sad heart in Dublin that morning, 
When they murdered James Connolly, the Irish Rebel. 

God's curse on you, England, you black-hearted monster, 
Your deeds they would shame all the devils in Hell. 

There are no flowers blooming, but the shamrock is growing 
O'er the grave of James Connolly, the Irish Rebel. 

Many years have gone by since that Irish rebellion, 
When the guns of Britannia they loudly did speak. 

The bold I.R.A. they stood shoulder to shoulder 
And the blood from their bodies flowed down Sackville 

Street. 

The Four Courts of Dublin the English bombarded 
The spirit of Freedom they tried1 hard to quell, 

But above all the din rose the cry, "No Surrender"— 
Twas the voice of James Connolly, the Irioh Rebel. 

EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD 
" | AM eighteen years old today, Mama, and I'm longing to be wed, 

' So buy for me a young man who will comfort me," she said, 
"You must get for me a young man who will be with me all night, 
And I'll roll him in my eager arms to be my heart's delight.'' 

"Oh hold your tongue, dear daughter, I was forty before I wed, 
Although it was late I thought it no wait to carry my maidenhead I" 
"That may be the way with you, Mama, but it isn't the way with me, 
For I'm young and airy, light and crazy and married I long to be." 

Well, hold your tongue, dear daughter, or your ourls I will pull down, 
Your silks and satins I will strip off, you must wear your morning gown; 
I'll send you to the meadow to rake and mow the hay, 
With your pike and shaft all in your arms and you must stop drinking 

tay!" 

Well, hold your tongue, dear daughter then, and I'll get for you a man." 
A man for me, dear mother," she said, "now hurry you must and oanl 

The sooner the better, dear mother," she said, "you must hasten a man 
to me, 

For I'm young and airy, light and crazy, and married I long to be!" 

DEMAND CIVIL RIGHTS 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

DEMONSTRATION 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20th, 1 p.m. 

Speakers will include GERRY FITT, M.P. 

Parade leaves Marble Arch (Speakers' Coroir) 
(at 3.15 p.m.) 

FIFTY 
THOUSAND 

RIFLES 
(Continued from Page Two) 

that the book was not written by 

him . . . Ulster is much the pi ; 

as no one was so well qualified 

to write a history of those inteiCM-

ing Ulster times . . . " tp. 7!. rn\ 

emphasis). 

It is rather pathetic. One senn 

that Mr. Adgey, sitting in his home 

or his pawnshop on the Shankill 

Road, thinks that he was not 

treated as he expected to be. He 

tells us that he heard it said he 

"had made his fortune out of the 

U.V.F.." refutes this and claims 

that he gave "almost two years of 

my time to this work for the Ulster 
Provisional Government" for which 

he never expected any "payment 

or reward," nor "did I receive one 

penny beyond railway fares and 

hotel expenses." (p. 12). He heard 

that he was going to be made the 

recipient of a presentation and he 

declined it. One gathers, from his 

plaintive tone, that others received 

more than "hotel expenses and 

railway fares" and, when the days 

of respectability set in, were not 

so keen to let the public know of 

the exploits of Mr. Adgey and 

others, or to advertise their own 

role in such illegal events. And. in 

the light of such-lack of apprecia-

tion, one feels the tremor of 

urgency that has propelled Mr. 

Adgey to tell his story before he 

dies (he is now 84 years of agei. 

One senses a presentiment on his 

part that those for whom he 

worked in those years, the Lords, 

the big business men and banker, 

—plus the Conservative Party in 

Britain — who landed up in the 

positions of real power and afflu-

ence would want to draw a very 

thick veil over those events. 

History has many sad stories to 

relate. And none more sad than 

that of those from the common 

people in Ulster who fell for the 

bogey man of "Home Rule is Rome 

Rule." Especially in these days of 

"ecumenism" when they are tofd 

that it is vital for Northern 

Ireland to "come streaming into 

the 12Oth century" and forget the 

old slogans for which "they 

served." 

What was it Wolfe Tone said 
about the men of property"? 

CIVIL 
RIGHTS 

(Continued from Page Five) 

is nailed or screwed. I know from 
long experience that it is no use 
getting a claw-hammer to the 
Northern Ireland situation. It will 
need patient work with the screw-
driver. 

It is not a matter of inventing 
some new constitution for any part 
of Ireland. It is a matter of amend-
ing one that exists in order to in-
crease the freedom of the people. 
I would eitpeet the process to 
generate its own momentum. 

What I understand as the pur-
pose of civil rights is giving people 
freedom to develop along their own 
lines. We need not say to the 
people in the north of Ireland "You 
must now join the Republic." But 
if we are democrats we must say to 
them "By this we guarantee you the 
power to help yourselves. Use it i' 
you wish. Use it how you wish. 
Open the way. The Irish people 
can travel the path as quickly or as 
slowly as they please. 

Are there difficulties here? Of 
course—that is why we have a 
conferencc. 
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A VOLUNTEER IN KERRY BOOKS 
edited by 

GERARD 
CURRAN 

TAKING THE 
SHILLING 

"The Irish Regiments in the 

First Wor ld War , " H. E^ D. 

Harris (Mercier Press, 40s). 

/ all literary vocations the 
military historian's must 

be the most depressing. Major 
Harris has combed the British, 
German, Australian and Tur-
kish official war histories to 
b u i l d u p a blow-by-blow 
account of the actions in which 
Irish troops took part. 

Such industry demands respect. 
Bu: Irish readers may resent the 
homiletic tone of the introductory 
chapter and of the "epilogue." We 
can mourn our dead without the aid 
of cant about "the cause of free-
dom." 

I: is a staggering fact that the 
same number of Irishmen were 
killed during the 51 months of the 
Great War as in the century from 
1691 to 1791, the age of the "Wild 
Geese." Ireland was one of the 
worst sufferers in terms of lost lives. 

Reliable computation gives, the 
figure of half a million Irish serving 
in the British army alone between 
1914 and 1918, again approximately 
the same number as fought in the 
armies of Prance, Spain, Austria 
and the Low Countries during the 
Penal Century. Of these the great 
majority believed they were fighting 
for a united, independent Ireland. 
Nowhere in Major Harris's account 
is there evidence of the slightest 
sense of the country's tragic loss. 

Instead there is the assumption 
that the- Irish love fighting, that it 
is a matter for pride that two-thirds 
of Wellington's army at Waterloo 
were landless Irish Catholics, that 
we are gratified by Kipling's grim 
tribute:— 

' Afld the Irish move to the sound 
of the guns. 

Like salmon to the sea. 

/ \F the three divisions raised in 
Ireland specially for the war, 

the last to take the field was the 
36th (Ulster). Carson haggled with 
the Crown—a point missed by 
Major Harris—for an assurance 
that Home Rule would not be con-
ceded, before handing over his 
"loyalist" Ulster Volunteers. The 
most enthusiastic recruiter in the 
North in 1914 was Joseph Devlin of 
the Nationalist Party. 

Political bias on the part of the 
author is evident in his treatment 
of the mutiny of the Connaught 
Rangers, which he attributes to the 
rigours of the Indian climate, add-
ing, "one was executed, thereby add-
ing another martyr to the Irish In-
dependence hagiography." 

T I E reveals his political stance 
even more clearly in his state-

ment that the British army of oc-
cupation was always popular in Ire-
land because of its impartiality. The 
officers who illegally court mar-
Ualled Wolfe Tone defied a writ of 
Habeas Corpus issued by the Chief 
Justice at the behest of Tone's 
lawyer, John Philpot Curran, sur-
rendering to it only when their 
prisoners had been mortally 
wounded. 

Mourners at the funeral of the 
Fenian, Stephen Meany in 1888 were 
insulted by soldiers singing "God 
Save the Queen," Francis 8heehy-
tfkefflngton was murdered by Cap-
tain Bowen-Colthuret, Kevin Barry 
tortured by Officers and men of the 
Lancashire Fusileers, Terence Mac 
Swiney robbed of private papers by 
I be military. .Bishop O'Dwyer of 
Umeriok publicly denounced the 

abominable crime" committed by 
General Maxwell in his treatment 
<>f the defeated insurgents in 1»16. 
'None of these facts support Major 
Harris's cluim. 

For a maitnrtHt with great venera-
u°n for army tradition he Is 

"The Memoirs of Desmond Fitz-

gerald, 1913-16" (Routledge 

& Kegan Paul, £1 15s.). 

J ^ I S family are to be congratu-

lated in preparing this edition 

of the memoirs of Desmond Fitz-

gerald. It fills a gap in the litera-

ture of the Irish revolution. 

Born and bred in London, as a 

young man Fitzgerald settled in his 

mother's native county of Kerry, 

learned Irish and became interested 

i n the doctrines of Arthur Griffith. 

I n London he had been a member of 

a group of literary admirers of 

Yeats and Gerald Manley Hopkins. 

The merrtoirs do not say so, but it 

RE-JOYCE 
"Dubliners", by James Joyce, 

the corrected text with an 

explanatory note by Robert 

Scholes; "A Portrait of the 

Artist as a Young Man", by 

James Joyce, the definitive 

text corrected from the Dub-

lin holograph by Chester G« 

Anderson and edited by 

Ricihard Ellmann (Jonathan 

Gape, 15/- each). 

The sub-titles give most of the 
relevant facts about these texts— 
the first paperback printings of 
carefully corrected editions — of 
Joyce's two earliest prose works. It 
is presumably the reviewer's duty 
here to report on the revisions— 
that is, the editorial rather than the 
author's work—so we will take for 
granted the volume of short stories 
and the strongly autobiographical 
novel as finely sensitive evocations 
of life in Ireland at the turn of the 
century. 

The present editions differ only 
slightly from earlier published ones, 
and these differences are mostly 
typographical rather than verbal, 
but the editors seem determined to 
make the alterations appear more 
important than they really are. I n 
each case the notes by Dr. Scholes 
and Dr. Anderson refer us to 
learned dissertations which they 
have written on textual problems 
in Joyce: we are told that these 
prove the necessity for the revised 
texts but, without this evidence, it 
is impossible to say whether they 
are right or wrong. 

As it is claimed that the changes 
conform to Joyce's declared wishes 
and his habitual typographical prac-
tice (occasionally frustrated by his 
original printer's customs), I wel-
come any new text that we can 
be certain is the definitive one. One 
has to take the editor's word on 
trust in this respect, however, which 
I am prepared to do only because 
Richard Ellmann has supervised 
the corrections. I esteem his criti-
cal and editorial work qn Joyce 
and regard his high reputation as 
being justified. 

Dr. Scholes explains the typogra-

curiously uncritical of the Curragh 
officers who put party loyalty 
before military discipline; nor does 
he comment on the contrast be-
tween the inactivity of the army 
during the Larne gun-running and 
the shooting of civilians—four 
killed, thirty wounded—at Bache-
lor's Walk when the Irish Volun-
teers in their turn were smuggling 
arms. 

i rpHE book embodies an antiquated, 
-*- "eschatologlcal" view of the 
nature of war. The foreign policy 
of the British government is ac-
cepted as synonymous with human 
progress, and it is assumed that Ire-
land's destiny is to support that 
policy unquestioningly. 

I t s "political tendentiousness 
apart, one may concede to the book 
a certain workmanlike efficiency, 
which would be enhanced by the 
inclusion of a few maps. 

SEAMUS TREACY 

can be guessed thai lie was finan-

cially unembarrassed, and would fit 

in perfectly among the Parisian 

manners and cordyline palms of 

south Dublin. 

His first introduction to the politi-
cal movement seems to have arisen 
from Ernest Blythe's arrival in the 
district, with a feeling "in his 
bones" that a great national revival 
was on the way. Another neighbour 
in the southwest was The O'Rahilly. 
Fitzgerald's introduction to the 
national movement was thus 
literary and romantic. In this per-
haps he resembled Darrell Figgis. 
But if his memoirs do not show him 
on his best behaviour, which 
memoirs can do, he lacked the 
bumptiousness and egotism of the 

PERHAPS 
phical changes in his edition of 
"Dubliners" and adds a list of 37 
verbal changes which are made 
from the surviving copy of the 
final Dublin version of 1912, not 
used by the original printers of the 
work. Dr. Anderson is not at all 
specific, unfortunately, about the 
alterations he has made in his ver-
sion and we need to consult his 
doctoral thesis at Columbia Univer-
sity to find a list of the variants 
in question. 

There are in the text no indica-
tions whatsoever (either in italics, 
brackets, or footnotes) to show 
what has been added or excised. We 
are assured, however, that he com-
pared Joyce's final handwritten fair 
copy manuscript, now in the Na-
tional Library of Ireland, with all 
the texts published in England and 
America and with lists of changes 
and corrections noted by the 
author, some of which were never 
incorporated into any of the pub-
lished versions. 

For anyone coming newly to Joyce 
I should recommend these two texts 
—but I don't think you need be 
unduly worried if you have an 
earlier edition of either. 

RONALD AYLING. 

"The Irish", by Donald S. Con-

nery (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 

36/0. 

IHTHE very title of this book, by 
its daunting comprehensive-

ness, commands respect for the 
author's hardihood. An indefatig-
able journalist, formerly of "Time" 
and "Life" magazines, directs a 
Harvard-trained eye on many 
aspects oif Irish life. On the whole, 
he gives us a good character. We 
are at last stirring from centuries 
of slumber to an appreciation of the 
good things of the twentieth cen-
tury, such as American films on TV, 
traffic jams, oil refineries on Bantry 
Bay, and so on. 

Enlightened leaders like Terence 
O'Neill and Sean Lemass have 
taught us to forget such acoideots 
of history as Partition and religious 
discrimination in the North. Since 
1963, Ireland, says Mr. Connery, has 
begun to take her place amongst 
the civilised countries of the world. 

It would not be fair, however, to 
dismiss him as just one more starry-
eyed Innocent abroad. He has 
studied the country's economy with 
a'fair amount of insight and is well 
informed on the history of the last 
50 years. He rightly stresses the 
need for reforms in education, 
agriculture and public health, and 
deplores the prevailing cultural 
lethargy which compels so many 
writers and artists to emigrate. 

At times his touch seems a bit 
heavy. To approve of Paul Blan-
shard's view that Irish censorship 
is as vile as the Spanish Inquisition 
is almost as ridiculous as the cen-
sorship itself. Although he appears 
to have Interviewed the entire popu-
lation he has nothing to say about 
the Leftward movement in politics, 
and very little about the social In-
justice which is the obverse of eco-
nomic growth 

other. Probably the impression of 
aloofness (I have heard the word 
snobbery used) some of the worker-
found in him, arose from his up-
bringing rather than from his 
character. 

His account of the establishment 
of the Volunteers in Kerry is of the 
greatest interest, the opposition of 
the Redmondites, the simultaneous 
loyalty and fickleness of the people, 
the credulousness and the scepti-
cism, and the grafting of one cen-
tury on to another. 

Forbidden to live, as he proposed 
to do, in Dublin, Desmond Fitz-
gerald began Volunteer activities in 
Bray. In due course he found his 
way to prison, but was free well in 
advance of Easter 1916. 

He was one of those who, like 
Hobson and MacNeill, disagreed 
with the action of the Military 
Council in calling the Rising. His 
memoirs throw light on the outlook 
of this by no means negligible ele-
ment, and thus add to our know-
ledge of the events surrounding the 
struggle. 

The immediate hours before the 
Rising he spent assisting MacNeill 
and others in their attempt to have 
it called off. But in one significant 
passage his memoirs throw doubt on 
the assertion often made that Mac-
Neill and his friends knew nothing 
whatsoever about the Military 
Council's intentions. 

"All that day I have been work-
ing with those whose one object 
was to prevent the Rising taking 
place as arranged. But now, as 
I thought it over, it seemed to-,me 
that those men had known their 
own mind. And the others had 
let them go ahead and had as-
serted themselves only when it 
was in fact too late," 

In other words MacNeill and his 
friends had stuck their heads in the 
sand. What a pity the memoirs do 
not take in 1917. What was Fitz-
gerald's reaction to Countess Mar-
klewicz's assertion that MacNeill 
allowed his name to be printed on 
the Proclamation which had to be 
reprinted in Liberty Hall in order 
to take it off? Is this paragraph a 
hint in favour of the Countess? Or 
had the Military Council put Mac-

Mr. Connery has tremendous ad-
miration for the "new realists," im-
portant figures in commerce like A. 
J. O'Reilly of the Irish Sugar Co. 
and Brendan O'Regan of Shannon 
Development, and none at all for 
the language preservers and Repub-
licans, those dreamers who obstruct 
the onsweep of progress. Of the 
psychological implications of the 
language movement he has less ap-
preciation than I would have be-
lieved possible. 

This lack of subtlety characterises 
the whole book. In the chapter on 
"The Neurotic North," he enumer-
ates the vices of the Orange regime 
but holds the Catholic minority 
almost equally responsible for the 
unhappy situation there, thus apply-
ing the same elusive logic as a cer-
tain Professor Soott, who last 
month laid the blame for the'Dan-
gannon affair squarely on the 
shoulders of those .who protested 
against intolerable conditions. 

Mr, Connery can see what is 
before his nose as plainly as the 
next man, which gives the book 
some considerable value as a sil-
houette, rather than a portrait. 
Unsparing research and a benevo-
lent intention, combined with an 
admirable clarity of style, merit 
praise. He is shrewd enough while 
his feet are on the firm ground of 
politics or economics, but flounders, 
fearfully on the quicksands of re-
ligion, sex and marriage in Ireland. 

To penetrate the penumbra of 
shyness, irony and ribaldry with 
which the Irish surround these sub-
jects needs the Imagination of a 
James Joyce. How dismally this 
kind American has failed may be 
judged from one solemn sentence:— 

"Many a married couple would 
turn their.religious pictures to the 
wall before making lore." 

E.C. 

Neill's name on in the belief that 
he would not pull out? 

Whatever about these fascinating 
controversies, Fitzgerald followed 
O'Rahilly's lead and joined the 
Volunteers at the Post Office. Like 
O'Rahilly, and unlike Hobson, he 
was accepted, and met James Con-
nolly for the first time. His impres-
sion was that it would not take 
much to make him angry. 

Though he was one of the last to 
leave the Post Office, Desmond Fitz-
gerald contrived to escape the mili-
tary and the police. 

This is an old story told from an 
unfamiliar angle, and extremely in-
teresting in the many details it 
provides. It appears that the writer 
died before he could take his story 
beyond 1916. But is it not possible 
for the editors to use any materials 
he may have left to carry it further? 

Fitzgerald was a firm admirer oi 
Griffith, Collins and Kevin O'Hig-
gins. He seems to have possessed a 
good brain from the quality of his 
English, which combines expressive-
ness and economy in the propor-
tions required for memoirs of this 
kind. But he was not a political 
theorist.. It is doubtful whether 
even if his admiration had been 
directed towards De Valera or 
Cathal Brugha, he would have 
made much of the objections to the 
treaty. So he became a Minister in 
the Free State Government. 

There should be a niche in every 
Republican's heart for all who con-
tributed to the struggle for Irish 
freedom, and these memoirs should 
serve to illustrate that there is still 
room for men of the most diverse 
types. C.D.G. 

ROMANTIC 
STORIES 

"A Munster Twilight", by Daniel 
Corkery (Mercier PaperbMk, 

5/-). 

A COMPARISON of the thirteen 
short stories in this, Corkery's 

earliest collection (1916), with his 
latest, "The Wager and other 
Stories" (1950), could be made the 
basis of a study of the course of 
Irish fiction during the period of 
masters like Stephens, Joyce, OTao-
lain and OFlaherty. 

Yeatsian romanticism is felt in 
a story like "The Ploughing of 
Leaca-no-Naomh", which recalls 
both in form and in subject-matter 
the earliest Irish fiction—the prose 
sagas. There is the oral delivery 
and the theme of princely decay, 
madness, violent death and a horse 
of miraculous virtuosity. 

"The Bonny Labouring Boy", like 
the stories in "Dubliners", is rather 
in the tradition of Checkov or De 
Maupassant, relying for effective 
power on the ironic contrast be-
tween the coarse humour of working 
men and their spiritual anguish. 

"Solace" again exploits a romantic 
subject, the inwardness of an 18th-
century Vision-poet—an area of ex-
perience which Corkery was to 
chart a few years later in "The 
Hidden Ireland". At this early 
stage he had one foot in each 'Of 
two oamps, that of the Literary 
Revival iand that of the great 
European short-story writers. 

In "The Child *« int" , "The Cab-
biers Den" and "The 'Lady of the 
Glassy Palace", we find sympathy 
with the virtues and the failings tftf 
the poor and humble. These Jlllght 
well have been written during the 
horrors of the 1913 Lockout. We 
are a long way from the affectionate 
condescension of Somervllle and 
Ross. 

Corkery remained by choice a pro-
vincial writer, so his stories have 
enjoyed less renown outside Ireland 
than those of his great contem-
poraries or his pupil. Prank O'Con-
nor. Yet already in this book he 
lias found In the desolate "crooms" 
of the mountains between Cork and 
Kerry universal modes of thought 
and feeling which give organic form 
to each story. 

SEAMUS TREACY. ' 

Through Harvard glasses 
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THE DEFINITIVE SYNGE 
'Collected works of J. M. Synge', 

Volumes III and IV, edited 
by Ann Saddlemyer (Oxford 
University Press, 55/- & 63/-.) 

WE have waited a long time 
for these two volumes, which 

contain all Synge's writings for the 
stage, including the published plays 
and a good deal of hitherto unpub-
lished material. Synge was a fas-
tidious literary artist, rewriting each 
work many times and constantly 
revising dialogue, individual words 
and phrases at every stage of com-
position. 

The magnitude of the editorial 
task in preparing the present edi-
tion may be indicated by a few 
facts. One act of "The Playboy 
of the Western World" runs to at 
least fifteen full drafts, together 
with numerous internal alterations. 
Among the playwright's papers, ac-
cording to the editor, there are six 
full drafts of Act 1 of "The Well 
of the Saints", six of Act 2, and five 
of Act 8, not counting a full version 
at the University of Texas and in-
numerable remnants remaining 
from other versions destroyed by 
the author; and there are for 
"Deirdre of the Sorrows" alone a 
thousand typescript pages and much 
additional notebook material be-
sides. 

Moreover, each play has de-

manded special editorial treatment, 

the complexity of which is only 

fully grasped by consulting the ap-

pendices. devoted to each play, for 

they contain detailed descriptions of 

manuscript material and of many 

early drafts as well as related pas-

sages from the notebooks. 

It should be said at the outset 
that Dr. Saddlemyer's editorship 
is an impeccable work of scholar-
ship. She has examined each avail-
able draft of every play, has collated 
each edition published during 
Synge's lifetime, and has prepared 
a final text of each play as close 
as possible to the dramatist's ver-
sion together with a variorum 
study (in accompanying notes) of 
significant and contentious pas-
sages. 

Excellent introductions to each 
volume record the history of each 
play in the making, from genesis 
to finished work of art, while at 
the same time setting Synge's writ-
ings within the larger context of 
his own life and his working rela-
tionship with the Abbey Theatre 
company which first realised his 
work in stage terms. 

Volume I I I contains "Riders to 
the Sea", "The Shadow of the 

Glen," "The Well of the Saints" 

and various unpublished dialogue 

and fragments written between 1894 

and 1908: among the latter is the 

complete text of the one-act "When 

the Moon has Set", which was 

Synge's earliest completed drama. 

The editor is understandably de-
fensive over printing such crude 
early work and various reviews of 
the edition (including the one in 
"The Times Literary Supplement") 
have paid disproportionate atten-
tion to this material which is, after 
all, only a small part of the book. 
I think the editor was right to 
print the entire canon of Synge's 
drama, in which "When the Moon 
has Set" is an important link 
showing the transition from appren-
tice to playwright. 

The mature writings fully jus-
tify Synge's high stature in modern 
literature and nothing can alter 
that; indeed, as with Keats, the 
early writings serve to highlight 
the writer's astonishingly rapid and 
sure growth in creative artistry. 

The fourth volume provides autho-
ritative texts of "The Tinker's 
Wedding," "The Playboy" and 
"Deirdre". Certain textual changes 
have been made here as the result 
of newly - discovered manuscript 

LONDON TRADES COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION demanding 
the restoration of demo-

cracy in the six counties of 
north-east Ireland was carried 
unanimously by the London 
Trades Council which repre-
sents 700,000 London workers. 

I t tan:— 

That this London Trades 
Council calls upon its Executive 
Committee to support the workers 
of Northern Ireland in their 
straggle to secure civil liberties 

including one man one vote, and 
that the Executive Committee 
take this matter up with the 
Trades Union Congress and ap-
propriate Government bodies. 

Council, recognising the fact 
that some of these people are fel-
low Trade Unionists, demands 
that all civil and human dignities 
be accorded to the workers, in 
Northern Ireland." 
The resolution was submitted by 

the Amalgamated Society of 
Painters and Decorators, and was 
moved by their London organiser 

GAZEBOS POLITICAL 
GOSSIP COLUMN 
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are taking an interest. Possibly 
some (rider members of the Connolly 
Association may have letters, writ-
ings or reminiscences. If so, will 
they get in touch with the Editor, 
at 283 Grays Inn Road? 

a <r a 

SCANDAL of the year is the clos-
ing down of the Castlecomer 

anthracite mines. This is the finest 
anthracite in Europe, and indeed in 
the whole world after only the 
anthracite of Pennsylvania, which 
is said to be the same deposit re-
appearing on the other side of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

What possessed the Kilkenny 
people to let Fianna Fail get away 
with this? Could they not pass an 
edict that all council heating should 
be done with local anthracite? 
Couktot it be "exported" as smoke-
lee* fuel to Belfast? 

But I forgot—Ireland it run by 
the pgtrvt wmpanlM today. And 
you « n t interfere with private sn-

ft ft ft 

rtTHERE was trouble in the main 
-*- Irish coalfield, too. 

That is the field that lies around 
Lough Allen, of which Arlgna is 
the most Important area. I t ex-
tends into Co. Cavan, where there 
are mines 1,500ft up Gubaveeny 
Mountain. 

However, this was no more than 
a 15-week strike to give the miners 

Printed by Ripley printers Ltd. 
(T.TJ.). Nottingham Rd„ Ripley. 
Derbys., and published by Con-
nolly Publications Ltd., at 383 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.O.I. 

a few badly needed extra shillings. 
I am told they won handsomely. 

And well they might. Ireland Is 
getting a very pricy place these 
days, what with all these tourists 
coming in with flstfuls of dollars. 

No wonder there are strikes! 
ft ft ft 

O i H E Government have had to 
climb down on one or two points 

in the Criminal Justice Bill. They 
are also making heavy weather of 
their efforts to curb the . trade 
unions. An important part in the 
struggle for democracy and a decent 
standard of living is being played 
by two monthly papers, the "Irish 
Socialist," edited by Mr. Raftery, 
and the "United Irishman," edited 
by Mr. O'Toole. I see these are now 
being sold regularly, in the saloons 
and outside the Post Office. They 
are also obtainable at Mr. Nolan's 
shop at 16a Pearse Street, 

ft ft ft 
A LONG with British economic 

penetration, I notice the pene-
tration of British vices. 

I am not referring to the slight 
increase in the rate of crimes of 
violence, which, despite the English-
man's picture of the stage Irish, 
have always been comparatively 
rare. Or the reports of the ap-
pearance of (Hie or two cross-
channel drug-pedlars. Most Irish 
youngsters have something better 
to do with their money. 

I am talking about a crime 
against the humble potato. Some 
restaurants are beginning to leave 
the peeled potatoes in water over-
night and cooking them next day. 
Explained a waitress: "Himself gets 
15 per cent more portions out of 
them that way." And who was 
"himself"? A Continental proprie-
tor. Oh! That Common Market! 

and delegate to the L.T.C. Mr. J. 
Lye. 

He said that Northern Ireland 
was in danger of being forgotten 
with its high unemployment and 
bad housing, discrimination and 
totalitarian Government. He re-
called the pictures of police and 
sectarian violence that were seen 
on television 

ft ft ft 
inpHE resolution was seconded by 

Connolly Association member 
Mr. Charles Cunningham, delegate 
from the Sheetmetal and Copper-
smiths' Union He recalled that the 
sheetmetal workers, draughtsmen 
and railwaymen had long called 
for an enquiry into the situation in 
Northern Ireland. He warned that 
Mr, Gerard Fitt, the only socialist 
returned from the area, had said he 
was afraid that anless we could get 
reform while Labour was in office 
we might face a serious situation if 
the Tories were returned. He sug-
gested that the question be raised 
in all Trade Unions. 

Mr. O'Kane of the C.OUS.E. 
pointed out that Westminster legis-
lation did not always apply to 
Northern Ireland, He thought that 
after October 5th, last year, things 
would never be the same again. 

Mr. A. R. Gerrard, Civil Service 
Clerical Association, said he was in 
Northern Ireland while the violence 
was going on. He thought not 
enough was being done to end sec-
tarianism within the Trade Union 
Movement in Northern Ireland. A 
further proposal was that there 
should be a deputation to the Home 
Secretary, 

= 

LIVERPOOL 
STUDENTS 
MEETING 

A MEETING of the University of 
Liverpool Socialist Society 

heard Desmond Greaves, Editor of 
the "Irish Democrat," speak on the 
subject of "The Irish Question and 
the British People." 

The lecturer explained how the 
winning of democratic rights in 
Northern Ireland was the pre-
requisite for any further political 
or social, advances In the area, and 
how it would contribute to a united 
Ireland. 

The meeting was not well at-
tended. But a number of questions 
were asked. 

of "The Playboy"—long lost to 

scholars—has provided many new 

clues to Synge's intentions; more-

over, as the publishers explain, 

comparisons of the various drafts of 

"Deirdre" with the typescript given 

by Synge's literary executors to 

Yeats and Lady Gregory for them 

to prepare a text for publication 

has enabled Dr. Saddlemyer to de-

termine the extent of posthumous 

collaboration—a valuable as well 

as fascinating piece of detective 

work. Indeed, the wealth of ma-

terial for the two last plays allows 

the editor to document the play-

wright's working methods more 

thoroughly than has ever been done 

before. 

The long wait, then, has been well 
worth while. This is without a 
shadow of doubt the definitive edi-
tion of Synge's plays. It is an 
indispensable tool for all students 
and scholars of Synge and the 
Abbey Theatre movement and it has 
considerable value for the general 
reader, too. Most subscribers to 
the "Irish Democrat" will find the 
two volumes too expensive for 
their own bookshelves, but they are 
strongly advised to make sure that 
their local library obtains copies. 

RONALD AYLING 

HACKNEY T.C. 
RESOLUTION 

TTACKNEY TRADES COUNCIL 
has passed a resolution on the 

subject of Civil Rights in the six 
counties, which was submitted by 
the Stoke Newington Branch of the 
Amalgamated un ion of Engineering 
and Foundry Workers. I t was pro-
posed by Connolly Association 
foundation member Bob Fairley of 
Belfast. 

I t runs as follows:— 

"This branch enlists the sup-
port of the Hackney Trades Coun-
cil in requesting Mr. J. Callaghan, 
Home Secretary, to take steps as 
authorised under Section 75 of 
the Government of Ireland Act, 
1920, to implement a civil Bill of 
Rights in Northern Ireland, which 
would provide for one person one 
vote from 18 years upward in 
local Government elections, and 
gerrymandering of constituencies, 
include legislation to prevent dis-
crimination on the grounds of re-
ligion, race or colour, thus grant-
ing the citizens of Northern Ire-
land civil rights parity with that 
enjoyed in Britain," 

The resolution was passed unani-
mously on March 6th. 

UNITY 
RESTORED 

A SPECIAL conference of the 
Northern Ireland Civil Rights 

Association was held in Belfast on 
Sunday, March 23rd. 

Despite the continuance of some 
grievances and divisions of opinion 
working unity was restored. 

A very positive contribution to 
this achievement was made by 
young Tyrone M.P. Mr. Austin 
Currie. I t was he who proposed 
the compromise resolution. 

The resolution stipulated that in 
future all demonstrations should be 
non-fViolent, not calculated to lead 
to violence, and should be properly 
controlled by stewards. 

A number of the older members 
of the Association's Committee has 
resigned in protest at what they 
alleged were the confrontationist 
tactics of some of the younger 
people. 

The former secretary, Mr. Mac-
Anerney, refused to be placated but, 
on being given assurances as to the 
future, Miss Elizabeth Sinclair with-
drew her resignation, thus ensuring 
the continuance of a large body of 
trade union support. 

A resolution regarding participa-
tion in the controversial march to 
Stormont through six miles of 
Orange territory was not reached. 
It was expected that the demonstra-
tion would be banned anyway. 

Liverpool 
Conference 

/ A N Sunday, March 9th, a con-
^ ference on Civil Rights in 
Northern Ireland was held in the 
lecture hall of the Walker Art 
Gallery in Liverpool. 

It was addressed by Miss Eliza-
beth Sinclair of the N.I.C.A., and 
was presided over by Mr. Bernard 
Morgan. 

The conference had the support 
of every Labour Member of Parlia-
ment in Liverpool, with only one 
exception. 

About forty-five delegates were in 
attendance, and many questions 
were asked regarding the situation 
in the six counties. The conference 
did not, however, unfortunately get 
on to the subject of what was to 
be done in Liverpool. I t is under-
stood that a recall conference is 
being considered by the Connolly 
Association under whose auspices 
the conference was called. 

IRISH 

SOCIAL & DANCE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26th 

at the ARGHWAY TAVERN 

Archway, Hol loway Road. 

London, N.19 
at 8 p.m. 

Organised by the Connolly Assn. 

FIANNA FAIL RESIGNATIONS 
(Continued from Page One) 

Meanwhile the take-overs con-
tinue. B r i t i s h O x y g e n bid 
£2,500,000 for Batchelors. Lead 
Industries Ltd. bid £235,000 for the 
Mining Company of Ireland. Power 
Supermarkets, tpe subsidiary of 
Associated British Foods, bought 
the key shops of the Fir Uater 
chain. Family names known in 
Dublin for generations are being 
swept aside along with the historic 
buildings which are being cleared 
by the traitors at the )>ehett of the 
foreigners. England is buying Ire-
land back as the population is 
forced to leave. 

Even the capitalists' own paper, 
"Business and Finance," has grown 
alarmed. It points out that the 
Lynch Government even refuses 10 
set up a "take-over panel" to check 
the growth of English penetration 
into vital industries. 

English take-overs have penetra-
ted the field of publishing and 
newspapers. The brain washing of 
the Irish people is already being 
attempted. 

The blatant abandonment of 
everything it claimed to stand for 
at its foundation is therefore lead-
ing to a swing to the left from 

'Fianna Fail. 

The sweeping changes north of 
the border have made people feel 
that there is no need to have one 
party for ever. 

The general trend is to turn to 
Labour. Conor Cruise O'Brien te a 
shrewd operator, and he guesses 
that Labour is the place where 
people are going to get OH. He 
may yet be seen ejecting some of 
the smarties who ejected him! 

Whether Labour could make such 
sweeping gains as to be able to 
form a government is of course 
doubtful. They might do very well 
if they dropped the cloak of res-
pectability which is getting out of 
date anyway, and formed an elec-
toral pact with Sinn Fein. For Sinn 
Fein is reported to be having 
another look at electoral tactics 
and any decision might emerge 
before June. 

But it is very much on the 
cards that Labour may hold the 
iMtlance between much - reduced 
Pianna Fall and a somewhat 
increased Fine Gael. 

And Mr. Lynch may yet regret 
llddllng with the constituencies. 
The British system is very hard 
on minorities. 


