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Tory newspaper 
threatens Ireland 
with British war 

An amazing editorial 
» 

THE mask is off. The stark reality of British imperialism 
is revealed in an editorial in the "Sunday Telegraph," 

dated February 16th, 1969. 
These are the actual words of 

a paragraph in the editorial 
which is entitled "Our Ulster," 
meaning Britain's Ulster. 

"If Ulster, or Ulster's political 
machine, should (in a moment 
of fantasy) resolve to forego the 
eoonomio and political advan-
tages which accrue to It from 
the British connection, the Par-
liament at Westminster will not 
pen^u it to 0 «MN> this occa-
sion it will be Britain that w S F f l 
fight and Britain will be right." 

What does that mean? 

It means that every man, woman 
and child in the six counties is 
being by implication threatened 
with fire and sword, bombs, tanks 
and the other choice attributes of 
British civilisation, if the people do 
not vote for Terence O'Neill. 

"Britain has a direct and vital 
interest in his victory," says that 
paper. 

So now where is the yap we were 
served for years that Westminster 
had no control over the six ooun-
ties? The Tory Patty's spokesmen 
are now threatening them with war 
if they do not toe the line. 

What would happen if there was 
a coalition in power that wanted 
to unite Ireland? Well, you know 
now. Wasn't it Lloyd George who 
wrote to Carson in 1916 and said: 
Ulster" (as they ignorantly call 

the six counties) "must not be 
allowed to merge with the rest of 
Ireland even if it wants to?" 

Every Irishman should realise 
that behind the democratic clap-
trap there remains the mailed list 
of British Imperialism. * 
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National trade unions coming 

We MUST HAVE UNITY OF ACTION 
|^EVER was there so much interest in Irish affairs in Britain 

since before Lloyd George imposed partition at the point 
of the gun. 

Trade Unionists, Students, Socialists of various com-
plexions, Liberals and Nationalists, are now coming to realise 
the shocking results of partition, at least in the six counties. 
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Some want to do one thing 
about it; others want to do 
other things. 

But if the whole movement is not 
to end in chaos there must be a 
self-imposed discipline and order in 
the whole thing. We cannot afford 
to leave anybody on the road If he 
wants to get on to the bandwagon. 
But we can't have the horse's reins 
pulled this way and that 

S P O N S O R S 
How can that be avoided? 
It is hoped to avoid it by the 

great national consultative confer-
ence the "Irish Democrat" is calling 

Galway bricklayers strike 
gag act 
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T H E first political strike Ire-
land has seen in years took 

plaoe in Galway the other week 
when o v e r 200 bricklayers 
downed tools for several hours 
throughout the oity in protest 
against the Criminal Justice 
Bill, at present being discussed 
in the Dail. 

The men belong to one of the 
world's oldest craft unions, IJie 
Ancient Guild of Incorporated Brick 
and Stone Layers, and have Issued 
an appeal to branches of the 95 
trade unions affiliated to the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions to follow 
their example. Members of the Gal-
way branch of the union are asso-
ciated with the Labour Party and 
the Republican movement in the 
city. 

OPPOSIT ION 
Mr. O'Morain, the Minister of 

Justice, is meanwhile .pushing the 
Criminal Justice Bill through the 
Dail, with considerable opposition 
from both the Labour and Pine Gael 
parties. The Minister has stated 
that he Is taking into account all 
the protests that have been made 
against the Bill to the extent of 
agreeing to amend the most contro-
versial sections 30 and 31. 

Details of the Minister's amend-
ments have not yet been issued, how-
ever. The other week he told the 
Pianna Pail Ard Pheia, which had 
several resolutions down against the 
BUI, that he would delete the re-
quirement for organisers of meet-
ings to give notice beforehand t* 
the polioe. He intended, instead, to 
lay a statutory responsibility on the 
organisers of meetings and proces-
sions to keep order themselten'at 

such functions, and they would be 
liable to prosecution if they did not 
do so. 

It is not very clear how the Mini-
ster would make such a system work 
or what exactly would be involved 
in "laying the responsibility on the 
organisers" for any breach of the 
peace that may occur. 

NOT B U D G E 
The Minister does not propose to 

budge on any of the other objection-
able clauses of the Bill. He intends 
to stand fast over the proposal to 
abolish the unanimity rule for 
juries. People will still be liable to 
lose grants of public monies, in 
addition to fines and imprisonment, 

if they advocate non-payment of 
taxes. 

The section permitting transfer of 
prisoners from civil to military 
prisons will remain, as will the 
section making it illegal to hold 
meetings in connection with any 
matter being heard before a court 
of law. or pending hearing. 

Despite all the protests, even 
within his own party, the Minister 
wants the Criminal Justice BUI to 
pass into law with as few changes 
as possible. The Galway bricklayers 
are right to make their protest. 
Perhaps more such protests might 
make for a less intransigent attitude 
on the part of the Government and 
Mr. O'Morain. 

for March 23rd at the N.U.P.T.O. 
hall in Jockey Fields, Bloomsbury, 
London. 

Sponsored by live peers, over forty 
Members of the House of Commons, 
and a number of prominent trade 
union leaders, the conference has 
the active support of three organi-
sations. 

These are the Connolly Associa-
tion, the Campaign for Democracy 
m Ulster, and the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom. 

The purpose of the conference is 
not to pass any binding resolution. 
It is hoped to secure agreement by 
common consent on the most im-
portant things to be done. 

It is hoped moreover to pool the 
considerable experience that has 
been gained in agitating for civil 
rights in the six counties. 

C R E D E N T I A L S 
After chairman Desmond Greaves 

has indicated why the "Irish Demo-
crat" believes that the Immediate 
task of all Irish socialists, anti-
partitionists, Republicans and Ra-
tionalists, and all friends of Ireland 
in Britain, should back up to the 
hilt the demand for democracy to 
the six counties, there will be a 
factual statement from Miss Eliza-
beth Sinclair, chairman of the 
movement to the six counties. 

The secretaries of the three asso-
ciated organisations will be Invited 
to speak, either at once or later la 
the proceedings. The meeting will 
then be open to discussion by dele-
gates. 

Applications for credentials can 
be directed to the Editor at 283 
Grays Inn Road, London W.C.l. 

VISITORS ! If you want to come apply NOW ! 

NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE 
N.U.F.T.O. HALL, JOCKEY FIELDS, 
THEOBALDS ROAD, LONDON, W.C.L 

ORGANISED BY THE "IRISH DEMOCRAT' 
In conjunction with the C.A., C.D.U. and M.C.F. 

DESMOND GREAVES 

y 
Chairman : 

l y ^ i f T K i Sinclair 
SEAN REDMOND PATRICK BYRNE BARBARA HAQ 

10.30 a.m. MARCH 23rd 
Tickets from "Irish Democrat." 
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HOUSING BATTLES IN CORK CITY 
j N S T E A D of real peace there 

was at present a profound 
discontent with the establ ished 
order of things, w i thou t any 
clear idea or even though t of 
what to put in its place. So 
declared his Lordship Most Rev. 
Dr. Lucey. Bishop of Cork and 
Ross, w h e n he preached at a 
solemn high mass for peace at 
the ca thedra l in Cork. 

His Lordship, who presided at the 
mass, also referred to the shortage 
of houses in Cork. There was a 
large congregation at the mass and 
many received holy communion. 
Taking as his text, "Blessed are the 
peacemakers." his Lordship said:— 

"This assembly of the people of 
God is an assembly for peace. We 
have come together because the 
Pope. Christ 's Vicar on earth, wants 
us to dedicate today, the first day 
of the New Year, to the cause of 
world peace. These are troubled 
times. The spirit of revolutionary 
change is active everywhere — in 
religion, in morals, in politics, in 
education, in social life generally. 
We see it especially in the mass 
protests, marches, demonstrations, 
near riots and open challenges to 
convention, law and indeed autho-
rity as such, that were so much a 
feature of the past year. 

"Among the human r ights people 
have is the right to a home of their 
own. It is a right too many among 
us do not enjoy. For all t h e hous-
ing developments we have—and full 
credit must be given to the housing 
authorities—there is a chronic short-

age ot houses here. The problem 
of the itinerants is but an aspect of 
that shortage. How many other 
families there are in the city and 
around it desperately searching for 
a house: how many young people 
there are wanting to marry but un-
able to do so because they can't get 
a house? We need far more new 
houses in Cork than we have been 
gett ing: we need them not in two 
years' time or five years' time, but 
here and now; and we need them 
not as an amenity but as one of the 
necessities of decent living." 

A serious housing problem faces 
2,500 families in the city. There has 
been a marked decline in the yearly-
corporation house-building comple-
tion programme in Cork over the 
past decade. 

Ten years ago Cork Corporation 
was building between 400 and 
500 houses a year. However, in 
1957, this figure dropped to 151 
houses and now comes the news 
tha t a mere 78 houses were com-
pleted in 1968, even though there 
were some 680 houses under con-
struction. 

Added to this, Cork Corporation 
entered into a contract with the 
National Building Agency Ltd., in 
May last for the provision of 1,749 
dwellings to be completed by March, 
1971. a t a total cost of £5,696,832. 
This scheme, now under construc-
tion in the southern suburb of 
Togher, has already fallen behind 
schedule. 
iT^OUR years ago this Corporation 

decided to build 600 houses and 
at the invitation of Boland, the 

In jiraise of strife 
the workers win 

AT a meeting in Denison House 
on February llth, called by the 

West Lohtton Branch of thfc 
A.U.B.T.W., to discuss the settle-
ment of the building •workers' 
claim, there was general condem-
nation for the leaders of the build-
ing warteers'«lnions in accepting, on 
behalf of the workers, what 
amounted to a Id. per hour 
decrease in wages. 

It was generally accepted that 
this was not only a blow for 
the builders, but for the working 
class in general. No one at the 
meeting could recall any" union, 
sihee the 1930's accepting such a 
cut. It has been accepted by all 
concerned in negotiations of the 
clattn that the builtters' record for 
productivity has been consistently 
high 6VCr the past six years. 

But the Gcrvemiritltit's contention 
thnt this -Was flue to the Introduc-

sites and kepi in the trade unions 
by militants? 

Are they gtalng to wake up when 
it is too late and discover tha t 
there are precious few members left 
and t h a t while they were keeping 
the boat steady, t he waves washed 
the crew overboard? 

Every one of us who is a mem-
ber of a building trade union, 
should have a hard stare at our 
officials and executive members, a 
good look at their records in wage 
negotiations, at their attitude to-
wards strikes and militant action. 
If we find that they are not up to 
scratch,, j it is up to us to do some-
thing about them. I t is our respon-
sibility to do something about them. 
No one has ever come and taken 
the building trade workers by the 
hand. 

Mirny have promised us much, 
but have thrown in the towel when 

ttUHJMMG TRADE TOPIC 
by FKANJC TAGGART 

tittft ttf new MMrtertalfl, leaves the 
wdy ojfen, In my thUKking, for a 
wate bt finrest to «he trade. 

The obvious thiiig for a steward 
od'ft-job, now, vrouW be to have on-
8ltfc ' nttottetWfis Before any ttew 
materials are handled. 

The Government and the em-
ployers cannot have their bread 
bfcth buttered and Jammed, so we 
M l̂l have to see to It that We do 
n i t make the same slip-ups that 
Wfere made ift tMe psfct on j«R 
sometimes where because bonus 
ctuld be kept on a consif*%htly hlfch 
ldtrel, we were prepared to use almost 
a iy material and let it b« cote red by 
a'-«lmple bonus arrangement. 

*While the leaders of the btilKMng 
tlfede unions are accepting a de-
crease in wages, we see that the 
ptople who are a blight on the 
tltede, i.e. Labour Only sub-contrac-
tdfrs, are in no way affected. The 
agreed settlement can only lead to 
nfcre rank-and-file members of the 
uiions joining the »rmy of Bubbles 
add piece-work merchants Cftn-
nt t those same leaders realise, as 
dies everyone in the building trade, 
tllat another Subby is one less mem-
ber of the trade union? Will they 
n i t wake up to tMe Wt* that-wem-
tJrn w«-«riy made on the militant 

the gotog gbt a bit rough. We 
know who they a te and we know 
the people wilt) sHould be in their 
plate. 

Let's determine to do it now. The 
firtt ,K>b is to convince your own 
job and your own union branch. A 
bit more effort on all our parts can 
do it. 

Our last wages claim is finished 
and dead. But we are not. A new 
arte rhore desperate struggle Is tak-
ing place, and must be won if we 
are ever going to have deceht Con-
ditions in our industry. I refer to 
the White Paper, "In Place of 
Strife." that has been enlarged 
upon elsewhere. 

There Is ho doubt tha t this has 
been aimed at those stewards and 
militants who have the nerve to 
ask for more than the Government 
is prepared to give. We know how 
difficult 1t is for a known steward 
to get a job. ftow many ertiployfcrs 
will welcome anyone who has taken 
action and be«n fined? Their cards 
Will be stamped, with a certain de-
duction to take place every week. 

We must m*ke sure that 
"In Place of Strife" does not be-
come the poMcy tha t the Govern-
ment operates. 

by Jim Savage 
Minister of Local Government, 
handed "over the building to the 
National Building Agency. TUey in-
vested £7i million in the project 
and expect a return of £42J million. 

The housing position in Cork City 
is so bad tha t a number of men ap-
proached the door of the city hall. 
One of the men said: "We are taking 
over here." The men went upstairs 
to the council chamber and barri-
caded the door. The desks were 
pushed against the doors to form a 
barricade and an iron bar and a 
rope had been used to secure the 
doors. 

The gardai were carrying their 
batons when they entered the cham-
ber. The reason for this was that 
the city hall had been taken over. 
EXTRA gardai and detectives were 
on duty a t the courthouse, Cork, 
when ten men appeared on charges 
arising out of incidents at the city 
hall. 

The ten men, who were stated to 
have barricaded themselves into 
the council chamber at the city hall, 
were all charged with assaulting 
two of the city hall at tendants and 
with being guilty of conduct calcu-
lated to lead to a breach of the 
peace. 

District Justice D. P. O'Donovan 
dismissed the assault charges and 
bound each of the defendants to 
the peace for twelve months on the 
second charge. They were allowed 
14 days to enter the bond of £25. 
or in default will serve 14 days' 
imprisonment. 

The defendants, who were not 
professionally represented, were: 
Antoin O Hannrachain, 8 Braid 
MacDiarmada; Seamus O Mothair, 
2 Plas Hawthorne, Bothar an Chol-
aiste; Sean O Suilleabhatn, 64 
Garraite Wilton, Bothar Wilton; 
Mairtin O Laoire, 146 Bothar Ui 
Chonaille; Niall, Moore, 1 Grand 
Parade; Patrick Deasy, 97 Father 
Domnic Road, Ballyphehane; Conor 
L y n c h , 21 Earlwood Estate; 
Barry Doyle, 74 Nun's Walk; 
Patrick. O'Sullivan, 44 Loreto 
Park; Liam Houlihan, St. Anthony's, 
Laburnum Lawn.' 

Just before the s court began at 
10.30, a group of young men 
gathered on the steps of the court-
house with placards calling for 
support for the Cork Housing Action 
Committee. They addressed passers-
by through a loudhaller and distri-
buted leaflets. They moved into the 

public gallery when the court 
began. 

The public gallery was lull when 
the hearing ol the charges began 
and during the evidence of the first 
witness, Mr. Richard Can -, city hall 
a t tendant , there were several bursts 
of laughter and clapping from the 
gallery. 

1 \ I S T R I C T Justice D. P. O'Dono-
van, B.L., warned tha t unless 

there was quiet in court he would 
order the gallery to be cleared. There 
were two more similar interruptions 
and the Justice adjourned the hear-
ing for five minutes to enable the 
gardai to clear the public gallery. 

Sup. P. G. Power outlined the case 
by saying: "All of the defendants 
went to the city hall last night 
shortly af ter 7 o'clock, and took 
possession of the council chamber. 
There are two sets of swinging doors 
to the council chamber and these 
were tied together and iron bars put 
through the door handles. They 
put furni ture against the doors in 
an a t tempt to barricade themselves 
in. When the gardai forced them-
selves in ; the ten defendants were 
found inside the council chamber." 

The Justice ruled t ha t he would 
hear all ten cases together after one 
of the defendants, Patr ick O'Sulli-
van, objected and requested they be 
heard singly. He fu r the r ruled tha t 
the cases would be heard in English, 
but if any of the defendants wished 
to cross-examine in Ir ish or give 
evidence in Irish this would be in 
order. 

A NTOIN O HANNRACHAIN, who 
* spoke in Irish, asked witness 
whether the gardai had their h uo.-. 
drawn when they entered thr ci- c-
ber. Supt. Power said he hac - if :i 
the order to the gardai to ha : ici-
batons drawn. 

O Hannrachain; "Why o.: you 
ask them to take out their b ions? 

Witness: "I do not th ink I need 
answer that . We saw these ir< « bars 
there. They had taken over i: > :ty 
hall by force and we felt wt , 
be assaulted." 

When O Hannrachain asked 
whether he had ordered the ^antai 
to put their batons away a-, there 
was no need of them. 

The Justice found each of the de-
fendants guilty of conduct calcu-
lated to lead to a breach of the 
peace. When he asked them had 
they anything to say, each of the 
defendants pleaded not guilty to the 

charge and said their action wa> > 
protest against Cork Corporation i 
the lack of houses for the public 

I PATRICK O'SULLIVAN, Cono-
* Lynch. Seamus O Mothair and 

Niall Moore made statements criti-
cising Cork Corporation's housing 
progress. 

O Mothair said: "Some day we 
will have a people's court and thesa 
people will be arraigned before it. 

The Lord Mayor, Aid, J. Berming-
ham, said: "This council chambe: 
was invaded by a group of youn^ 
persons calling themselves the provi-
sional council of this city. During 
tha t difficult period and as a result, 
of the action taken that night I 
want to pay public tribute to Supt 
Power for dealing with a very diffi-
cult situation. And I want to throw 
out a word of warning too, to any-
body in the city, particularly the 
parents, to be careful about their 
young boys and girls and not allow 
them to engage in such activities, 
for this city will never lie down t> 
threats or intimidation and will not 
submit to mob law. 

"The extreme element can be and, 
will be dealt with effectively, but 
they muSt be dealt with by the full 
force of the law and in no other 
way for they are not again going to 
interrupt this council from doing its 
business." 

A large force of gardai were forced 
to draw batons to disperse bands of 
teenagers who roamed Patrick St. 
Cork, that night over-throwing gar-
bage tins, throwing stones and dis-
rupt ing traffic. Three youths were 
arrested and taken to the Bridweli 
on charges arising out of the inci-
couts . 

x a ( the scenes a side window 
oi r Sweeney's chemist shop was 
-ma. hf-'i by a bottle, lighted paper 
was -iif own at the dobr of premises 
m Bowling Green St., and Cork Fire 
BiigacU were called to the scene, but 
tiie :ai had prevented an out-
br-'a'-c ,,f flre. Stones were also 
thrown at gardai. Traffic was also 

.d^rupt-ya and the fire brigade am-
bulance en route- to a collapse Case 
was forced to drive up Patrick St. 
on the incorrect side. 

Farii,'-; members of the Cork Hous-
uv. .. >n Committee held a meet-
ing outside the Cork City Hall. 
Three speakers addressed a gather-
ing of people. The C.H.A.C. meeting 
was very orderly and some of their 
members wearing armbands acted a* 
stewards and directed the passing 
traffic. 

m S H STRIKE GREATEST SINCE 1913 
r J^HE str ike of the main tenance 

workers and of the genera l 
workers in support probably 
makes the current industr ia l 
dispute I re land 's biggest s t r ike 
for decades. The re were 40,000 
workers idle throughout the 
State, with 200 firms, members 
of the Federa ted Union of Em-
ployers, closed down or affected. 

The basic issue behind what has 
become a very complicated dispute 
is the demand of the craft unions 
catering for maintenance workers 
for a revision of the national main-
tenance agreement. The current 
hourly rate for maintenance 
workers is 7s. 8d. an hour. The 
workers claimed lis. 

In the lOng-drawn-out negotia-
tions with the rwerated union of 
Employers the claim was amended 
to an ifhmediate rtee of is. 3d. an 
hour with two further phased in-
creases 6f extra. The Labour 
Court made a recommendation on 
the Mafcn tfhleh was at first rejected 
by three of the craft unions, the 
Amalgamated Engineering and 
Foundry Workers, the National En-
gineering and Electrical Trade 
tTnlon and the Irish E.T.U. Later 
It Was rejected by the 15 other craft 
unions as well. 

In its initial stages the strike led 
to some lack of unity between the 
craf t unions, understandable 
enough when there are as many as 
18 of them involved. The dispute 
has also led to some bad feeling 
between the c ra f t unions and the 
big general unions, in particular 
the lri»h Transport and General 
Workers' Union and the Marine 
Port and General Workers' Union. 

The latter unions have supported 

the striking craft unions, ordering 
their members not to pass pickets 
placed on factories by the mainten-
ance men. It is clear, however, that 
they consider the craf t unions 
should have consulted more with 
them before deciding to place 
pickets. 

The Transport Union has been 
paying out nearly £100,000 a week 
in Strike pay to its members who 
are out Of work because of the dis-
pute and many people have won-
dered whether this si tuation could 
not have been avoided if a strategy 
for prosecuting the maintenance 
workers' Claim had only been 
worked out beforehand by all the 
parttes concerned. 
TftTSH workers have always had a 

powerful respect for the pickets 
of fellow workers. It is par t of a 
magnificent tradition 6f solidarity 
which they show with one another 
in industrial disputes. The employ-
ers would certainly like it If this 
tradition could be undermined. All 
the more reason, therefore, for the 
maximum degree of consultation be-
tween all the parties involved In 
placing pickets. 

Old antagpnlsms between craft 
and general unions are very easily 
stirred up if this consultation does 
not take place, and there is evidence 
of this occurring In the recent dis-
pute. 

The responsibility for the Indus-
trial shut-down, which deprived the 
people of Dnblln of bread, and the 
Cork people of gas, lies with the 
Federated Unirm of Employers. The 
employers hnVr always been par-
ticularly mirfcnhinent in dealing 
with matrftefmnce workers and 
they heM "up agreement by haggl-
ing rtwr a few pennies an hOur 

I t is widely thought tha t the em-
ployers have a political motive for 
t he dispute. It 's effect on bread 
supplies, for example, has hit large 
sections of the general public and is 
widely unpopular. 

In its initial stages the Press put 
all the emphasis on differences be-
tween the trade uniShs involved 
ra the r than on the justice of t he 
workers' claim and the obstinacy of 
the employers. The result has been 
a barrage of adverse publicity for 
the trade unidhs, which is just the 
kind of situation the employers arid 
the Government desired as a back-
ground for introducing the t rade 
union legislation the Government 
has been preparing for a consider-
able tjpie. 

I T is no accident, therefore, tha t 
1 the Trade Union Bill of 19«« 

should be introduced to the Dail a t 
the height of the biggest industrial 
dispute since the State Was 
fotinfled. 

If passed it would constitute a 
bad blow to trade union organisa-
tion. The Government obvlbttSly 
wants to get it passed very speedily, 
for although initially proposed in 
1966, it was introduced into the Dail 
three weeks ago and it is now pro-
posed to give it a second reading 
almost immediately. 

If pushed through in this way it 
could well be law within a couple of 
months, while the trade union 
movement has very little time to 
organist a ttimpaign to light 
against it. 

The ostensible atm of the two 
Trade tfnidn Bills Is to "lmjtroVe 
industrial rflntfrfris," a fcupWemfcrtn 

(Continued on Page Fitft) 
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THERE IS NO 
SUBSTITUTE 

T H E membership secretary of 
• central London Connolly As-

sociation, Desmond Hensey, tells 
me that he is having to introduce a 
new method of keeping the lists 
because "applications are coming 
in every day." 

This illustrates a growing mood 
among the Irish in Britain that 
they want to be organised, and that 
the Connolly Association is the only 
organisation that answers their re-
quirement on all counts. • 

It is against partition, but it is 
not merely an anti-partition organ-
isation. It is for democracy in the 
six counties, but it does not stop 
at that. It supports the efforts of 
the people in Ireland to set up a 
democratic republic, but it is pre-
pared to continue to back them up 
when they try to establish a socialist 
republic. It is an Irish organisation, 
but it teaches the Irish that they 
have rights as workers as well as 
rights as Irishmen, and it -advises 
them to unite with the British and 
other workers to protect those 
rights. It is nationalist to the core, 
but it is internationalist as well, 
and stands for freedom and the 
struggle for freedom throughout 
the world. 

There is no substitute for the 
Connolly Association. 

This is the organisation that is 
now seeing the vindication of i{s 
policy and tactics written on the 
news columns of every journal, on 
sound radio bulletins and on tele-
vision. 

This is the time when every 
reader of the "Irish Democrat" 
should seriously consider joining. 
There is a form on page eight. 

Re-established in 
Birmingham 

f IiHE Connolly Association has 
^ been re-started in Birmingham. 

At a recent meeting, attended by 
the General Secretary, Sean Red-
mond, a decision was taken to 
form a branch. 

The Association has been organ-
ised in Birmingham on occasions in 
the past, but it has always proved 
a difficult nu t to crack. But the 
Birmingham members are optimis-
tic. There is a changed situation 
and the Irish in Birmingham have 
become firm supporters of the civil 
rights struggle in the six counties. 
As the Association pioneered the 
idea of concentrating on the abuses 
in the North, support will undoubt^ 
edly be forthcoming now t h a t this 
policy has been shown to work. 

Regular meetings are being 
plapned in Birmingham, to which 
"Irish Democrat" readers are in-
vited. 

Those interested should contact 
Mr. Tom Bolton, 425 Hagley Road, 
Birmingham, 16 

I I seems from all available inier-
- national information that the 

world, once again, is in one ol those 
crisis moments tha t could easily 
erupt into a world war, endanger-
ing tlie life of all mankind. 

Look at the present situation: 
The heroic Vietnamese people, 

supported by peacelovers the world 
over, forced the South Vietnamese 
puppet Government to the confer-
ence table in Paris. The United 
States Government, primarily res-
ponsible for the carnage in Viet-
nam, delayed the commencement of 
real discussions at the Peace Con-
ference by allowing its South Viet-
nam stooges to demand a certain 
type/shape of conference table as a 
prerequisite for discussions. 

Mr. Harold Wilson, Labour Prime 
Minister, has marched step by step 
with President Johnson and Presi-
dent Nixon in this outrageous 
action which continues the killing 
of thousands of men and women, 
American and Australian as well as 
Vietnamese. 

WEST GERMAN PROVOCATION 
Premier Wilson has been visiting 

West Germany at the height of the 
provocative West German declara-
tion of its intention to hold its 
Presidential election in West Berlin 
on March 5th. 

For this purpose, members of the 
Federal Assembly, including repre-
sentatives of the pro-Hitler National 
Democratic Party, are to be unlaw-
fully brought to West Berlin, which 
is situated outside the State terri-
tory of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

No state in the world elects its 
President on the territory of other 
states. Neither does the Federal 
Republic of Germany need to do so. 

The intention to convene the 
Federal Assembly in West Berlin 
cannot be justified f rom the point 
of view of law or f r om the point of 
view of maintaining normal ties be-
tween the Federal Republic of Ger-
many and West Ber l in 

r T H E years immedia te ly a l t e r 
t h e first w o r l d w a r could 

well be called the years of lost 
opportuni ty , because if ever 
the re w a | . , a chance for basic 
social change in Bri ta in , it was 
at t h a t time. But the fa i lure 
to give birth to a new system 
and to deal the dea th blow to 
the old rott ing sys tem of capi-
talist exploitation was the resul t 
of the immatur i ty of the move-
m e n t and lack of unde r s t and ing 
of the people. 

During the war, Bri tain had de-
voted her entire economic output to 
war purposes. In these fields, enor-
mous fortunes had been made out of 
the sacrifices and suffering of the 
people But the end of the war 
meant tha t other countries such as 
America which had suffered less in-
dustrial dislocation were able to 
oust Britain from her long-held 
position in the world market. More-
over, the countries which were tra-
ditionally Britain's customers were 
themselves impoverished because of 
the war and were unable to pay the 
grossly-inflated prices. 

The workers were determined tha t 
they were going to receive their fair 
share of the wealth tha t the huge 
profits indicated and they were also 
determined that they would no 
longer work the long hours to 
which they had been subjected in 
the name of the war effort. 

The young men returning from 
the Forces felt entitled to the home 
and job which had been promised 
them The British workers looked 
around the country and decided that 
the time had come for them to 
make a move. 

T ) U T the tragedy of the situation 
" is that the moves they made 
were unco-ordlnated and were only 
made in their narrow sectional in-
terests. They failed to see that 
economic and political struggles are 
two sides of the same coin and they 

The sole purpose of all this is to 
support the absurd and groundless 
claims to a city which ha.-, never be-
longed to the Federal Republic of 
Germany, does not belong to it, and 
for oovious reasons, cannot belong 
to it. 

West Berlin will never belong to 
the West German militarists or 
neo-Nazis, no matter how of ten and 
under whatever pretexts they try to 
get into it. 

The Soviet Ambassador to West 
Germany has delivered a serious 
warning to Chancellor Kiesinger ih 
Bonn stating that 

"The unlawful intrigues of the 
Federal Republic of Germany in 
West Berlin have met and will meet 
with a resolute rebuff f r om the 
Soviet Union as manifestations of 
revanchism and aggressive intent. 
. . . If the Federal Republic of Ger-
many continues its a t tempts by 
means of de facto presence to 
spread its authority to West Berlin 
or to use the territory of t h a t city 
to whip up dangerous tensions in 
the centre of Europe, the Soviet 
Government will be faced with the 
need to study the question of the 
strict and unswerving fulfi lment of 
the clauses of the Allied decisions 
concerning West Berlin." 

A leading spokesman of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic (East 
Germany). Professor Albert Norden, 
addressing a Press conference in 
East Berlin on February 21st on the 
proposal of the West Germans to 
hold their Presidential election in 
Berlin, said: 

"Nobody should believe t h a t our 
patience is inexhaustible." 

He accused the West German 
Government leaders of trying to 
alter the status quo in Europe, 
using West Berlin as a base. 

"Their refusal to accept t he status 
quo, the annexationist policy to-
wardg West Berlin, the G.D.R. and 
other countries is now the main ob-
stacle on the road leading to a 

allgwed themselves to be out-
manoeuvred and their s t rength dis-
sipated by Lhe wily machinations of 
right-wing t rade union leaders and 
political opportunists. 

The first sign of unrest was 
among the troops who had not been 
demobilised. The Government hesi-
tated because they were d ra f t ing 
men to Archangel where they hoped 
to crush the new Soviet Govern-
ment. There were mutinies in many 
canjps and depots especially in the 
South of England and thousands of 
men commandeered lorries and 
drove to London to put their griev-
ances before the Government. 

The Government was a coalition 
of Conservatives, Liberals and La-
bour which had been elected on a 
poll of less t h a n sixty per cent ol 
the newly-enlarged electorate. The 
movement of the troops was spon-
taneous and undirected. Many 
Socialists isolated themselves from 
the army because of their policy of 
pacifism. The Government was able 
to cope with each outbreak as it 
occurred and the movement was 
minimised. 
l ^ARLY in 1919 the Clyde was on 
' J the move for a forty-hour week. 
The spirit was high and the workers 
fought a pitched battle against 
police and young conscript soldiers 
especially drafted into the City to 
deal with the situation (the veteran 
troops in the Garrison were not 
considered sufficiently reliable and 
they were confined to barracks 
during the strike). 

But as William Gallacher, one of 
the leaders of the strike a f te rwards 
commented, "we were carrying on a 
strike when we ought to have been 
malumt a revolution" and the com-
bination ot the opposition of Che 
union leaders and ideas that indus-
trial action alone would secure 
social change succeeded in defeat ing 
the strike and averted the possibility 
of political action. 

"Hie main confrontation of the 
post-war years was between the 
miners and the Government. The 

system of collectivt - c u n t y in 
Europe." 

He said that according to infor-
mation held by the G.D.R authori-
ties. about one in every 10 of the 
1.034 Bonn Deputies to the Federal 
Assembly, which will elect the new 
West German President in West 
Berlin, was an old Nazi activist. 

APPEASEMENT IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE 

In his visit to West Germany. 
Prime Minister Wilson completely 
ignored the fact t h a t to date no 
peace treaty has been signed follow-
ing the unconditional surrender of 
the Hitler Fascists in the last world 
war. He shut his eyes to the hor-
rors of the Nazi concentration 
camps and the fact tha t so many 
of Hitler's leading personnel are 
still, today, leaders of the German 
Federal Republic, who carry on the 
basic anti-working class warlike 
policy of their old leader. 

Instead the Prime Minister spoke 
of the strengthened ties between 
"our two Governments," of his full 
support to the West German provo-
cation in Berlin, of his sympathetic 
att i tude to West Germany's anxiety 
to acquire nuclear weapons, his sup-
port of N.A.T.O. 

In other words. Mr. Wilson made 
clear t ha t he believed the Nazi leo-
pard has indeed changed its spots. 
He confirmed his adherence to the 
policy of previous Labour traitors 
such as Ramsay McDonald. Philip 
Snowdon and J. H. Thomas. 

Indeed, at this time, when Europe 
is as deeply divided as tver, with 
the Nazis striving to win back the 
pre-war territories which regained 
their freedom in 1945, the Wilson 
visit was a clear public demonstra-
tion of the determination to stand 
by the West German Fascist war-
mongers. 

I t would seem tha t he made his 
visit as an envoy, not of the British 
people, but of American big busi-

miners justifiably demanded a 30 
per cent increase in wages, a six-
hour working day and nationalisa-
tion of the mines with a measure of 
workers' control. A ballot was held 
which resulted in a strike decision 
of six to one. 

The Government was in a difficulty 
and it got out of it by pulling a fast 
one on the miners. They promised 
that if the strike notices were with-
drawn, a full investigation into the 
coal industry would be held and 
that any- recommendations made as 
the result would be implemented. 

They also said t ha t if their offer 
were not accepted and the strike 
was proceeded with, they would 
order troops into the coalfields. 
Robert Smillie, the miners ' leader 
who was most active in obtaining 
the miners' reluctant agreement to 
withdraw the strike notices, later 
said t h a t had he and the other 
officials not sincerely believed that 
the Government would act on the 
findings of the Commission, they 
would "have advised the men to re-
ject the Commission and to carry 
out the decision arrived a t by ballot 
vote of the members of the Federa-
tion." 
I I AVING successfully averted a 
* . confrontation with the miners, 
the Government then tried delaying 
tactics with the ra i lwaymen The 
demands of the men were for a 
standardisation of wages by which 
they meant the incorporation of war 
bonuses and the levelling-up of 
wages earned by the same grade 
under different companies. 

At first the demands were met and 
then in August a cut ranging from 
one shilling to sixteen shillings a 
week was imposed. After a strike in 
which the press waged a particu-
larly important part, the reductions 
were withdrawn in October The 
railwaymen fought the press cam-
paign blow for blow and thanks to 
its allies in the Co-operative move-
ment it was able to withstand the 
Government's attacks and enable 
the men to keep going. 

ness. headed by President Nixon, 
who is now on a European tour to 
try and muster world capitalism 
into a solid bloc against the work-
ing class and socialist force.- of the 
world. 

H E A L E Y S U I C I D E 

That tins est imate of Mr. Wilson's 
visit to West Germany and the con-
sequent danger of Britain being in-
volved in another major war is cor-
rect, can be gathered from the sui-
cidal policy put forward in Bonn 
before his visit, by the Minister of 
Defence. Mr. Denis Healey. 

Mr. Healey said that nuclear 
weapons would have to be used 
within a few hours of any serious 
attack by Russia in Europe. Lord 
Wigg, in a blistering attack on 
Healev's policy, said: 

"The idea t h a t tactical nuclear 
weapons could be flung about in 
Poland without causing large-scale 
Soviet retaliation—probably against 
Britain first—is totally unrealistic." 

What is the use of a hot line be-
tween the White House and the 
Kremlin if Mr. Healey's quick use 
of nuclear weapons gives no time 
for it to be used?" 

In the House of Commons on 
February 9th, Mr. Healey confirmed 
his boast t h a t N.A.T.O. vessels 
could sink all Soviet warships in 
the Mediterranean within minutes, 
including missile-carrying missiles. 

"The House must understand 
that the funct ion of warships in war 
is to sink the enemy before the 
enemy sinks-him. In the Mediter-
ranean, he said. N.A.T.O. warships 
outnumbered Soviet warships by 10 
to one. Also. N.A.T.O. had hundreds 
of aircraft operating in the area, 
while the Soviet ships had no air 
cover." 

Replying to a question f rom Mr. 
Christopher Mayhew, he agreed 
tha t the main func t ion of Soviet 
ships in the Mediterranean was not 
military, but political. 

There were other manifestations 
of unrest. The Police were unsuc-
cessful in a str ike but the Govern-
ment began then a policy, which 
they have pursued ever since, of 
placating and buying-off the small 
but important-adjuncts of the rul ing 
class such as the Police, the Mili-
tary and the Education Service. 
fTiHE other side of the coin showed 

itself in 1920. British inter-
vention in Russia had been ended 
ostensibly and the troops had been 
withdrawn from Archangel. But in 
the Spring of 1920, the Poles in-
vaded Russia a n d Britain began to 
send shipments of arms to help 
them. On May 10th, the dockers in 
London refused to load "The Jolly 
George" with munitions for Poland. 
This action acted as a catalyst and 
at the Labour Pajrty Conference in 
June, a resolution was passed call-
ing for peace with Russia 

Two months later, when it be-
came clear t h a t the Russians were 
pushing the Poles out of their 
country and were determined to go 
ahead with their reorganisation of 
society on a socialist basis, Bri tain 
decided to intervene and sent a 
threatening note to the Soviet Gov-
ernment. On this issue there was 
complete unanimity within the 
labour movement. 

A campaign developed in which 
all sections of the movement took 
par t and the result was that the 
Government realised that the 
workers of Britain would not take 
part in a war against the Soviet 
Union. Lenin commented that this 
ultimatum to the Government in 
the name of the workers was in fact 
"the transition to the workers' 
dictatorship." 

It was. But the workers failed to 
realise their position and the pos-
sibilities of the post-war years dis-
solved in the s lump of the early 
twenties. We have waited nearly 
fifty years to regain the position 
which we lost in 1918-1920 and we 
have learnt many valuable lessons 
since thnt time! 

COVENTRY 
Q E S P I T 5 the deep snow 

and freezing cold, there 
were about sixteen in the 
audience when Sean Red-
mond addressed the Cov-
entry branch of the Con-
nolly Association on Fri-
day, February 21st. Readers 
of the "Democrat" anxious' 
to join the branch can get 
particulars from 283 Grays 
Inn Road. 

Window or the Workers' Past By R. and E. Frow 

After the First World War 



T H E I R I S H 

WHO KILLED O'NEILL S 
Was it Mr . Pa i s l ey , hur l ing 

con tume l y and ob ju rga t i ons in 
s tentor ian tones? O r was it the 
f ire-eaters of his o w n party, 
where he now hangs by a 
thread, despite his t w o to one 
ma jo r i t y ? 

Cer ta in ly it was not t h e socialist-
na t ional i s t opposition, who obli-
gingly spli t each o the r ' s votes, and 
confused the electorate, so tha t 
th i r teen of them mus t now try to 
work toge ther , and p a t c h up a post-
election f r o n t tha t they should have 
had before the election. 

Many a r e the theories. 

So I'll give mine. 

T h e m a n who deal t t h e blow to 
Cap ta in O'Neill's f u t u r e was none 
other t h a n Lloyd George No. 2. Yes, 
you've guessed right, Harold Wilson. 

tr ft ir 

A ND it all s tar ted when the 
1 ' Br i t i sh Labour leader before 
his elect ion in 1964 solemnly 
promised to do all in h i s power to 
end the scandal of t h e vir tual dic-
ta torship in the six counties. 

And wha t did he do? 
He did nothing, zero 

paral lelogram. 
sweet 

Another election came and he still 
did no th ing . 

T h e n reasons arose why he should 
try to give the appearance of doing 
something. Those reasons included 
mount ing pressure as t he fac t s came, 
to be known in England. 

ft ft ft 
X I T H A T would have been the 

" " p roper thing to do? 
Very simply this. 

Take ou t the Governmen t of Ire-
land Act f rom the dus ty archives, 
and f ind ou t if it achieved the pur-
pose it w a s ' designed for—if it is 
now ou tda t ed , alter it. 

It was a n Act empower ing the six-
county par l i ament t o p a s s laws for 
t he "good government" of Northern 
I re land. 

Has i t done so? Indeed not, 
it passed laws for t he bad govern-
ment of t h e area. 

One of t he provisions of t h e Act 
was t h a t t he r e must be n o legislation 
designed to cause rel igious dis-
c r imina t ion . That provision has 
been openly and brazenly flouted. 

T h e gerrymanders , t h e abolition of 
propor t iona l representa t ion , t he de.-
nial t 6 people f rom t h e o t h e r part 
of I r e l and of a vote un t i l they have 
resided seven years, t h e whole struc-
ture of admin is t ra t ion c r ea t ed under 
powers h a n d e d over by t h e Govern-
ment of I re land Act, all illustrate 
the s imple fact . 

T h e Const i tu t ion of Nor the rn Ire-
land, t h e 1920 Act t h a t gives Stor-
mont i t s powers, has b roken down. 
It i s n t be ing operated. T h e things 
t h a t Wes tmins t e r gave t h e powers 
for acre n o t being done; t h e powers 
possession a re being u s e d in ways 
they were never in tended to be used. 

PIG? 
But t ha t is not the way the Lloyd 

George mind works. 

I t would be too simple. Br i t a in 
imposed the par t i t ion , Britain should 
accept the responsibility for seeing 
t h a t the burden bore evenly on t h o s e 
it in jured. 

If Mr. Wilson had done th is Cap-
ta in O'Neill or some atfher l eader 
would have said to the Unionis ts : 
"Look boys, they 've changed t h e 
rules of the game. Our powers to 
discriminate, t o gerrymander , to 
suppress have been taken away 
f rom us. If you wan t to do a n y of 
these things you won't get a penny 
piece." 

T h e O r a n g e m a n ' s loyalty to t h e 
crown is no th ing t o his loyalty to t h e 
half crown, a n d they 'd have come 
home like lambs. They'd have h a d 
to. 

ft ft ft 

"I A 7"HAT Lloyd George No. 2 did 
* ' was in t h e best t radi t ions of 

imperial is t d ip lomacy. 

He did not ask h imself : "How c a n 
I pu t these w r o n g s r ight?" 

W h a t he seems to have done is t o 
look a round var ious places whe re 
B r i t a i n had in teres ts , and say t o 
h imse l f : "How c a n I use this s i tua -
t ion to f u r t h e r Br i ta in ' s policies?" 

T h e typical twisty cunning two-
faced policy charac te r i s t i c of Br i t i sh 
rul ing-class diplomacy through t h e 
ages! 

T h e s i tuat ion was to be man ipu -
la ted so as to get something for Eng -
land . 

T h e idea is s imple enough once 
it is grasped. If he had to do so 
he would sacrif ice some of t h e 
cher ished privileges of his O r a n g e 
h e n c h m e n . B u t Bri ta in mus t be 
paid fo r it. W h o was to pay Eng-
l and? The I r i s h nationalists , of 
course. T h e Cathol ics must give u p 
t he i r d e m a n d for a united I r ish re-
public. The twenty-six county Gov-
e r n m e n t mus t become economically 
even more dependen t on Br i t a in , 
a n d mus t give u p the idea of revis-
ing t h e iniqui tous part i t ion of t h e 
count ry imposed in 1920. 

So instead of a simple act of re-
fo rm, we have r e fo rm talked about , 
r e fo rm speculated about, wee dr ibs 
a n d d rabs c o m i n g forward, whi le 
L e m a s s and t h e n Lynch h a n d over 
w h a t Bri tain w a n t s them to h a n d 
over. And C a p t a i n O'Neill, Eng land ' s 
m a n , was given t h e job of f ron t m a n 
collecting the concessions f rom t h e 
I r i sh people a n d giving out t h e re-
f o r m s only as quickly as the conces-
s ions came in. T h i s way British im-
perial ism would work back to a posi-
t ion where all I r e land was in t h e 
Uni ted Kingdom. People spoke 
openly of a two-piece Ireland in a 
broader Brit ish context . 

<r ft ft 

O U T the clever plan came total ly 
' unstuck. 

' The honest thing? To pass legis-
lation correcting the faults in the 
constitution, specifically forbidding 
the abuses, and giving the whole 

thing a thorough overhaul in the Once it was admit ted tha t t h e 
light of fifty years' experience. Catholics and o thers had new 
Sure ly after this t ime It needs re- grievances, t he ciVil r ights move-
vising. men t sprang up. 
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That put imperialism on the spot. 
And it m a d e it difficult to collect 
the concessions from sou th of the 
border. 

The people of the south wouldn't 
wear it. 

The resul t was tha t sect ions in 
O'Neill's own Unionist p a r t y began 
to say: " W h e r e is this policy lead-
ing us? Look what you ' re doing. 
You're r a i s ing hopes a m o n g the 
Catholics, a n d then h a v i n g raised 
their h o p e s you are no t sa t i s fy ing 
them. You' l l end up wi th a revolu-
tion on you r hands , a n d you know 
Mr. Wilson will act solely and ex-
clusively i n t l je interests of English 
capitalism, y o u are p lay ing with 
fire." ' 

And suctf is the origin of t he split 
in t he Unionis t party. You can 
unde r s t and Paisley. He knows what 
he wants and says it. You can 
unde r s t and Craig or Faulkner . 
Their pos i t ion is quite logical. You 
can s y m p a t h i s e with C a p t a i n O'Neill,-
He was pi tch-forked in to t h e job by 
the Gove rno r General a n d t h e n was 
saddled w i t h all this twis t ing and 
manoeuvr ing which h e i sn ' t very 
good a t . H e is personally a decent 
enough c h a r a c t e r who is of course 
a product of his class a n d back-
ground. 

But w h a t opinion could you have 
of Mr. Wilson? The m a n who holds 
the power in his hands . T h e man 
who knew in 1964 tha t Union i sm had 
produced a ty ranny in t h e six coun-
ties, but d id nothing abou t it be-
cause he wanted to use i t in his 
subtle g a m e of re-establ ishing 
British cont ro l over t h e whole of 
Ireland. W h a t respect could you 
have for a politician like t h a t ? This 
is the m a n who tells t h e Br i t i sh pub-
lic this or t h a t is being done for 
some reason , and then six m o n t h s 
later you see the real r ea son h e kept 
hidden f r o m you. The c r a f t y Lloyd 
George who likes to th ink himself a 
Churchill. 

Q Q Q 
T TNDOUJJTEDLY C a p t a i n O'Neill 

t h o u g h t he could sa t i s fy Mr. 
Wilson's requirements . H e thought 
tie would w i n Catholic votes, and 
would t h e n occupy t h e beau t i fu l 
position of holding the ba l ance be-
tween one side and the o ther . 

But t h e Catholics, l ike sensible 
people, kep t the i r votes. T h e y want 
to see t he colour of O'Neill 's money 
first. 

For t h o u g h O'Neill h a d talked 
plenty, he h a d done no th ing . 

And t h e resu l t of the wise decision 
of t he Cathol ic voters was to put 
the Unionis t party in to a n even 
worse shambles . 

And O'Neill 's successor will have 
to g ran t t h e reforms t h a t the ex-
tremists t h r e w out O'Neill t o pre-
vent! 

ft ft ft 
I N H E R E is much loose t a lk about 
^ a b reakdown of law a n d order 
and civil s t r i f e in the six counties 
compelling Br i ta in to in tervene. 

T h a t loose talk should be stopped 
at once. 

We do n o t want a breakdown of 
law and order . We do no t w a n t civil 
strife in a n y par t of I r e l and . The 
only people who think t h a t is a good 
thing are those who have never seen 
it. They 'd change their m i n d s then. 

The way t o avoid any such dan-
ger is t h a t Mr . Wilson should do his 
duty. 

He should abandon t h e clever-
clever a p p r o a c h to this quest ion, and 
say t h a t the Const i tu t ion of 
Northern I re land needs amending 
so as to sa feguard the civil r ights 
of the people. I t is f i f ty years out 
of date. <*' 

•a -h -h 
r r H E R E is also loose ta lk about 

doing away with S tormont 
al together a n d Britain appoin t ing a 
commissioner. 

That loose talk should also be 
stopped a t once. 

G L A S G O W 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
STRUGGLE IN 
NORTHERN 
IRELAND" 

PUBLIC MEETING 

3 to 6 p.m. 
S U N D A Y , M A R C H 30th 

Maclennan Gal ler ies 
Sauchiehal l Street 

T h e six count ies are par t of Ire-
land, not of England . 

T h e B.B.C. a n d some of t he im-
perial is t Bri t ish newspapers h a v e 
been giving the idea of "back to 
Wes tmins te r" some publicity. 

I t is going to be h a r d enough to 
b reak the grip of t h e Unionists on 
t h e six counties, If they b rough t 
it back into Wes tmins te r , t h e oc-
cupied par t of I r e land might be 
t h e r e for a h u n d r e d years. I t would 
h a v e twelve M.P.s out of six h u n -
dred in the House of Commons, a n d 
no powers at home. T h e cure would 
be worse t han t h e disease. 

T o move in such a direction would 
be madness. 

T h e r e is sounder sense in loosen-
ing the ties. W h e n the const i tu t ion 
is revised N o r t h e r n I re land should 
be given greater powers, not less. T h e 
powers to do t h e people good should 
be increased, t h e powers to oppress 
a n d tyrannise should be taken away. 

To sum up, t h e election in t h e 
n o r t h cannot be understood except 
in re la t ion to Mr. Wilson's s t ra tegy. 
And t h e Labour movement should 
d e m a n d t h a t h e changes l p s 
s t ra tegy, and moves over to a policy 
more in accordance with t h e 
promises he gave when he was in 
opposit ion. 

REPUBLIC 
T H E Republ ican Club at ^ . 
^ enjoys the doubtful $ U i n n . , ' 

of being t h e only Univer.sit \ s, 
banned by both the law of -lie 
(Special Powers Act, of eour e. 
also by t h e Academic C % n n i 
the Universi ty itself. Tin |„. .. 
the case, it may seem rathe, ' -n 
to say t h a t t he Republican c iu 
Queen's is in f a c t one of the 
active polit ical societies in Qm>, n 

though such act ion may not 
be public. 

Of course, however, it must i„ . 
mitted t h a t these proscription- « 
make some difference. They m, ,t 

for a s t a r t , t h a t the Univvr-
career a n d indeed the very hbe 
of each a n d every club membe> 
put a t considerable hazard. The 
mean " h o u n d i n g " of club me rn l x 
by the Special Branch, they mea; 
th rea t s f r o m t h e Academic Cmmn 
They mean , in short, continuj.il : 
ha rassment . 

So fa r , however, there have bee 
no actual impr isonments — maml 
because t h e Unionists are unable t 
take any " legi t imate" action unt 
the tes t case decision on the R( 
publican Clubs' ban is given in ill 
Brit ish House of Lords. This dec 
sion will be t he climax of a hn 
case f o u g h t on behalf of ,inh: 
Mclldowney, a member of til 
Slaughtnei l Republican c 1 u 
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N CLUB FIGHTS ON 
:ilM the Unionist regime, who 

, io ;'ive this undemocra t ic ban, 
.. .,.(i by Craig in J u n e 1967, as 
i r an appearance as possible. 
, far. however, some difficulty 

ii en put in their way. 
]: the magis t ra tes court this 
, was r ight ly dismissed, while a 

divided Appeal Court j udgmen t re-
told in t he reference t o the House 

of Lords. So, meanwhile , Nor thern 
Republicans enjoy a brief respite of 

„ ri \ and the police ga ther evi-
inr, which is ample, since all the 

clu 11 are quite openly defying this 
Special Powers Act ban. 

On the University f r o n t , no ex-
j. mns have t aken place yet, since 

ilie Academic Council take their 
lead f rom the Unionist regime, pro-
minent members of t h e Council 
beim,r a r d e n t suppor ters of the 
Unionist Par ty . 

However, various Academic Coun-
if threats have been received, most 

jprnt ly a f t e r a public debate or-
ganised by the Republ ican Club and 
held under the auspices of t he 
Labour Group in t h e Students ' 
Union. This debate, a t which 
Sea mils O'Toole, edi tor of the 
banned "United I r i shman , " and 
Seumus Costello (Sinn Fein) spoke, 

i used considerable embar ras smen t 
to both t he S tudents ' Representa-

tive Council and the AcadenO 
Council since it was well reported 

all the Belfast papers. 
Dur ing the debate, O'Toole dis-

concer ted a Unionis t speaker very 
considerably by present ing him with 
a copy of the "Uni ted I r i shman," 
t h e ban on which h a s recently been 
renewed. Despite s t r ingent police 
activity, unknown individuals per-
sist in committ ing the heinous 
c r ime of selling th i s publication 
each month. 

Again. Club act ivi t ies are some-
w h a t limited by t h e presence of 
var ious police informers , both 
a m o n g the s t u d e n t body and the 
Union staff. Nevertheless, Club 
member s are very active and have 
so f a r been involved in all the stu-
d e n t and other ag i t a t i on both here 
a n d in Dublin, mos t recently on the 
m a r c h f rom Bel fas t to Derry. 

T h e Republican Club at Queen's 
is indeed going f r o m strength to 
s t r e n g t h , receiving a steady influx 
of new members a t each weekly 
meet ing . All t h e Club members 
a w a i t the "day of reckoning" 
eagerly—the t r ia l of over 100 
Queen ' s students, whose only crime 
was t h e advocacy of f ree speech for 
all, should not and indeed, will no t 
go unnoticed! 

JOHN HUNTER. 

Struggle in six counties may free all Ireland 
I S there too much about the 
• s ix counties irt"the average 
issue of the " I r i sh Democrat ?" 

That there is, is the opinion 
of one reader f rom the other 
par t of the country. 

I t would be in teres t ing to know 
w h a t other readers th ink, and it is 
to be hoped they will write in, bu t 
he re is the edi torial case. 

I n a nutshell we will pu t i t : t he 
s h a p e of events in t h e six counties 
is of vital impor tance to t h e 
Dubl inman, t he Ga lwayman a n d 
K e r r y m a n , even if he has never 
t a k e n so much as a day trip to 
t h e occupied p a r t of the country. 

I r e l and is one country. I t is no t 
two separa te ent i t ies Called "Nor-
t h e r n I re land" a n d (as the Br i t i sh 
newspapers love to call it) "Sou the rn 
I re land ," s i t t ing cheek by jowl on 
one island and having no th ing 
special to do with each other. 

O n the contrary , the island of 
I r e l and is populated by one people, 
t h e r e is an a l l - I re land economic, 
social and political l ife which all 
t h e efforts of t h ty ran t s of White-
hal l and their h e n c h m e n in Belfas t 
have failed to destroy. 

I t is not too m u c h to say t h a t 
w h a t happens in Bel fas t is of a s 
much importance to a Corkman as 
w h a t happens in Cork. This is 
because Ireland is one country, 
because the six counties is an a r t i -
ficial creation of England's , a n d 
because Ireland is one organism, 
and whatever p a r t of t ha t organ-
ism is diseased h a s a dominat ing 
effect on the whole. 

T h e six count ies is I re land s 
ach ing tooth, and it will cont inue 
to be a dis t ressful country unt i l 
the disease is cured. 

N OBODY can unders tand I r i sh 
politics wi thout unders tand-

ing the aims of Br i t i sh imperial-
ism. 

These should no t be taken f r o m 
the propaganda of the B.B.C. or 
t h e hired hacks of t h e newspapers. 
I t should be deduced f rom t h e 
fac ts , f rom the act ions which we 
see done. 

T h e basic s t ra tegy of England is 
to use her control of the six 
count ies as a j u m p i n g off ground 
for regaining control of the rest of 
t h e country which she was forced 
to loosen to some extent in 1921. 

Everybody knows wha t happened. 
S inn Fein, the I.R.A., and t h e 
I r i sh Labour movement m a d e 
Br i t i sh rule impossible in most of 
I re land . England b rough t In t h e 
Governmen t of I r e land Act in 1920, 
which recreated a n English pale 
a round Belfast, in place of t he 
d e f u n c t one t ha t used to be a round 
Dublin. She kept English inst i tu-
t ions In tha t area. T h e n she tu rned 

on the twenty-six county areas anc 
told its representa t ives t h a t they 
should s ign a t rea ty t h a t gave. 
Britain pa r t i a l control under threat 
of immedia te and terrible war 
There was no t a single Irishman 
supported t h e Government of Ire 
land Act a n d its part i t ion. But 
Collins and Griff i th were fooled, 
blackmailed and threa tened into 
signing the t r ea ty a year later. 

W h a t did England wan t? To 
create two ha lves of I re land impo-
tent because they were divided 
Everything possible was done to 
keep them quarrel l ing. And while 
Ireland as one uni t would have 
been big enough to provide a mar-
ket for sizeable industries, the two 
t runcated p a r t s of Ireland were 
not. T h u s Br i t i sh exports were 
safeguarded; I r i sh industries were 
bought up a n d closed down. Prom 
nor th and sou th there was a con-
s tant s t r e a m of emigrants to join 
Britain 's a rmies during wartime, to 
m a n her fac tor ies and buildin: 
sites in peace. 

You there , working the concrete 
mixer! You, hoking potatoes or 
cutt ing beet! You, in the oil sweat 
and gr ime of a n engineering work-
shop! How did you get there? 

However you got there, England 
calculated you would be where you 
are now, by cut t ing your country 
into two sepa ra t e par ts nearly 50 
years ago, a n d preventing the 
development which could have 
saved t h e I r i sh countryside and 
t h e small wes tern towns from 
becoming t h e desert they fast are 

* * * 

r p H E pa r t i t i on of Ireland is what 
-*- has made it possible for British 

big business t o , move in an make 
the country i ts own. 

Thanks t o par t i t ion it h a s been 
possible fo r co r rup t politicians to 
main ta in the i r sway and sell Ire-
land out brick by brick to British 
finance. 

And since t he only prosperous 
Ireland can be a single united 
Ireland, t h e issue of par t i t ion is a 
burning economic mat te r to every 
I r i shman wherever he hails from. 

I t Is t he e n t r e n c h m e n t of British 
imperialism in t h a t occupied area 
which has t h e pistol pointed at the 
head of every Government in Lein-
ster House. I t is the holding by 
English imper ia l i sm of t he most 
developed indus t r i a l area of Ireland 
tha t wields England 's power to 
keep the whole country econom-
ically more backward t h a n it 
should be. 

Those people who support parti-
tion because t hey say the social 
services a re lower in the twenty-
six t h a n t h e six counties, have 
been fooled by a confidence trick 
A united I re land would require the 
work of every citizen to build 11 

up and pu t it on Its feet. T h e very 
fact t ha t everybody was a t work 
would mean two th ings : first, there 

would be no need to pay unemploy-
ment benefi t as everyone would 
have wages to take home; second 
the result of so m a n y ex t ra people 
being a t work would be t h a t the 
social services would be adequate 
for every citizen. 

This is wha t they don ' t explain 
to you. Imper ia l i sm w a n t s you to 
po down on your knees and give 
thanks for doles a n d handouts , 
when t h a t same imperia l ism is 
depriving you of your s t a tus as an 
employed man . 

It is j u s t like t he slave, gra teful 
for a mea l f rom his master , who 
can't t h ink of wha t it would be like 
to be a f ree m a n — he 'd have his 
own meals! 

* s * 

[> ECENTLY the s t ruggle for 
^ democracy in the six counties 

has reached new heights . 
The " I r i sh Democra t" has alwa-ys 

said t h a t unt i l t he people in t he 
part of I re land actual ly occupied 
begin to kick, there is l i t t le t h a t 
can be done elsewhere, though t h a t 
little should be done. 

But now they are kicking. 
And the result h a s been felt all 

over I reland. 
At t h e - p r e s e n t t ime t h e F ianna 

Fail pa r ty which u.->ed in De 
Valera's day to have a t least some 
element of na t ional i sm in it, has 
become a lickspittle to Brit ish big 
business. F i a n n a Fai l wanted to 
introduce t h e English voting sys-
tem, and looked like get t ing away 
with it. 

Then t h e d is turbances in Derry 
took place. They were defeated. 
They wanted to br ing in a bill 
restricting civil r i gh t s in the 
twenty-six counties, to muzzle any-
body who spoke up aga ins t their 
pro-English policy. T h e Civil Rights 
movement in the n o r t h showed 
People t h e need to fight against 
that, and some of it a t least they 
had to c l imb down on. 

Now they are t rying to introduce 
the same type of t r ade union legis-
lation t h a t is being Introduced by 
Barbara Castle. Again t h e s t imulus 
aeainst such gagging of freedom 
t" i nming f rom the n o f t h 

And why? Very simply this. The 
ix counties is the p a r t of Ireland 

which is actually occupied by 
British imperialism. I t is there t ha t 
the impac t of imperial ism is felt 
directly a n d immediately, in its 
' , : |rk reali ty and ful lness. In the 
"nth, t h o u g h the s t ruggle there is 

Ninally impor tan t , it does no t have 
simple direct anti-colonial 

1 pect t h a t it has in t h e north. 
So every I r i shman, irrespective 

lf bis bi r thplace in I re land, should 
realise t h a t the six count ies is par t 
"I his country, and un t i l he under-
tands the six counties he does not 

understand Ireland. 
And remember too, when Ireland 

is united again, something we con-
fidently expect to see in our life-
t ime, the a l l - I re land Pa r l i amen t 
will have to legis la te for t he six 
counties, and it is important for 
everybody t h r o u g h o u t Ireland to 
unde r s t and the pecul iar history of 
t h a t area, so t h a t they can insist 
on legislation t h a t is wise. 

* * * 

r j l H E " battle fo r Ir ish f reedom 
J - may not be f inally won in the 

n o r t h . P e r h a p s ^ f h a t is asking too 
m u c h ; the whole count ry is needed 
to f r ee the whole country. 

Bu t the n o r t h can s tar t t h ings 
off. Do you r e m e m b e r the song 
" T h e North B e g a n ? " 

Th rough the s t ruggles in t h e 
n o r t h the people of all Ireland can 
come to see how the presen t 
enemy is still t h e old enemy u n d e r 
a new disguise, Br i t i sh imperialism. 

Br i t i sh imperia l ism wants a new 
i m a g e unionism in the nor th so as 
t o entice the twenty-six counties 
i n t o more a n d more disastrous 
t r a d e and economic agreements. . 
T h e y also wan t I r i sh soldiers for 
t h e adventures they are p lanning 
in Europe and elsewhere. s 

I re land should p r epa re herself to 
s t a n d economically on her own two 
fee t as a uni ted nat ion, on good, 
t e r m s with all n a t i o n s but tied to 
nobody. 

T h e struggle in the north will 
help that . 

* * * 

I F there are civil r ights s t ruggles 
*- in the six counties , and a t t he 

s a m e time civil r i g h t s struggles in 
t h e twenty-six, doesn ' t this show it 
is one country, a n d the people of 
t h e whole have t h e same i n t e r e s t 
a n d the same enemies? 

T h r o u g h time, a n d great wisdom 
m u s t be shown no t to try to force 
t h e paee unna tu ra l ly , all th i s 
s t ruggle in the n o r t h will give rise 
to a non-Unionist Government . 

Such a non-Unionis t Govern-
m e n t will inevitably turn towards 
be t t e r relat ions wi th the people of 
t h e twenty-six counties. I t will 
begin to demand the right to do 
•things tha t a re forbidden by the 
Governmen t of I r e l and Act. 

T h e British Gove rnmen t are all 
for section 75 of t h e Government 
of Ireland Act < which gives t h e m 
absolute power in t h e six counties, 
bu t which they won ' t use aga ins t 
t he i r Unionist ma te s ) when it su i t s 
t h e m . Well, they 've been so busy 
say ing they won' t interfere, tha t if 
t hey try to in t e r f e re when the six 
count ies want t o re jo in the twenty-
six, we must see t h a t there Is a 
movement s t rong enough to ensure 
t h a t they do n o t in terfere 

And tha t Is why t h e "Irish Demo-
c r a t " devotes so m u c h space to t he 
vitally impor tant question of t h e 
c r imes committed by British impe-
r ia l ism in occupied Ireland, and 
t h e resistance movement of t he 
people. 

CHALLENGE AT 
RATHMINES 

i T a meeting of Ctimarm Mai 
Piar'sis, Sinn Fein. Rathmines . 

the Rev. E. V. C. Watson, rector of 
Ra thmines parish <C. of E. > stated 
tha t there was a definite implica-
tion of preferent ia l recognit ion for 
the R o m a n Catholic Church in 
Article 44 of the 1937 Constitution, 
and t h a t this had legal effect in 
t ha t the Ne Temere decree was held 
to be b inding in Sta te law as well 
as in Church . 

The r igorous enforcement of the 
Ne Temere decree was an important 
factor in t he decline of the Church 
of I r e land and other Pro tes tan t 
populations, especially in rural 
areas. 

Article 44 gave f reedom of 
conscience subject to public order 
and moral i ty ; the l a t t e r came 
into effect under the jur isdict ion of 
the R o m a n Catholic C h u r c h due to 
the "special position" of that 

" Church under the Const i tut ion. 

Rev. Wat son criticised segregated 
education on the grounds t h a t when 
applying for a job it gave a basis 
for d iscr iminat ion even though re-
ligion was not mentioned. If he 
were living in the six counties he 
could not, with a clear conscience, 
advocate I r i sh unity subjec t to the 
1937 Const i tut ion. 

Arising f rom Mr. Watson ' s re-
marks, Mr. George Gi lmore stated 
tha t when Mr. De Valera draf ted 
the Const i tu t ion it w:as worse, but 
tha t it was improved by some of 
the more republican-minded mem-
bers of t h e then Cabinet . Dorothy 
MacArdle. the his tor ian of the 
Republic, broke with Mr. De Valera 
on t h a t issue.. 

Mr. Gi lmore expressed surprise 
t ha t the re had been no words of 
welcome f r o m the leadership of the 
P ro tes t an t churches in the 
counties for the proposals regarding 
Article 44 made by the All Par ty 
Commission. 

So fa r , the only welcome had 
come f r o m the T.C.D. Republican 
Club and f r o m Professors Johns ton 
and Luce, in a letter to t h e Press 
which apparen t ly had h a d a cold 
reception. He suspected t h a t the 
church leadership was basically 
conservative and realised t h a t the 
present sec ta r ian set-up was a good 
defence of property aga in s t radical 
thought . 

IRISH STRIKES 
(Continued from Page Two) 

invariably used by Governments 
when they propose laws t o restrict 
t rade unions. Trade un ions are 
voluntary associations, organisa-
tions of workers to increase their 
wages, improve their condi t ions and 
s t r eng then the i r barga in ing power 
As pr ivate , voluntary associations. 
Governments have no r i g h t what-
ever to lay down rules as to how 
they should conduct the i r b u s i r e s . 
Yet th is is what the Dubl in Gov-
e rnment now proposes to do. 
''"I''HE t r a d e union legislat ion pro-

' poses a distinction between 
official and unofficial str ikes. Un-
official pickets would no t get the 
benefit of t he 1906 T r a d e s Dispute 
Act. Official strikes could only take 
place if a secret ballot h a d taken 
place beforehand of all t he members 
involved. 

A str ike can only be official if 51 
per cent of those ent i t led to vote, 
or 66 per cent of those ac tua l ly vot-
ing—whichever is the greater—de-
clare in favour . And even when the 
members voting in favour of strike 
action by the appropria te majori ty, 
the t r ade union executive concerned 
does not have to be bound by the 
voters' decision but may ignore it if 
they want . Needless to say. there 
is no provision for s imilar restric-
tions on the shareholders ' side as 
regards lock-outs, redundances and 
closures. 

During the coming period the 
fight agains t the Trade Union Bills 
will be t h e foremost task of the 
Irish working class and t r a d e union 
movement. In Ireland, a s in Brit-
ain. the Governmen t and big busi-
ness a re becoming more and more 
alarmed a t increased t r a d e union 
power. T h e offensive of the Gov-
e rnment can only be met by maxi-
mum t rade union unity a n d a high 
level of political consciousness 
among t r a d e unionists a n d trade 
union leaders. 

New anatomy of Northern 
Ireland politics ? 

' J ' i l K b a r o m e t e r in s ix c o u n t y 
po l i t i c s is a n y t h i n g b u t "set 

f a i r . " But f e w p e o p l e k n o w f r o m 
w h a t q u a r t e r t o e x p e c t t h e 
s t o r m . 

T h e papers a re all bemoaning 
C a p t a i n O'Neill's fai lure. But too 
m u c h should not be made of it. 

W h a t has been defeated is Eng-
l a n d ' s cunning policy of tricking 
the Catholics i n t o supporting 
Unionism. 

B u t Unionism has not been 
defea ted . It is as s trong as ever. 
T h e Unionist representa t ion in 

Initiative in 
England 

T H E indecisive resul t of the six 
county election may well m e a n 

t h a t the initiative in the struggle 
f o r democrat isat ion and ul t imate 
r e u n i o n with Dubl in for the gfx 
count ies may temporar i ly pass to 
Eng land , and especially to the Ir ish 
in Bri tain. 

If t h a t is to be the case, then a 
heavy responsibility rests on all 
t h e political o rganisa t ions of the 
exiles. 

T h e watchword must be unity. 
T h i s is not the p r iva te struggle of 
a section. It is no t the occasion 
fo r individuals or groups to climb 
on the bandwagon fluttering the 
b a n n e r s and c h a n t i n g the shibbo-
l e th s of their own pet scheme for 
h u m a n regenerat ion. 

Let one simple th ing s tand 
before us, and let us follow it as a 
m a r i n e r follows a star . 

I t is this: Br i t a in put the six 
count ies there. Br i t a in has the 
power to modify t h e m or give t hem 
back where they belong. 

Therefore we mus t build up a 
movement t h a t will enable us to 
exe r t enough pressure on the 
Br i t i sh Government to compel the 
c h a n g e s we want . 

T h e r e are a mill ion Irish in 
Br i t a in . But for t h e most par t they 
d o so little for I r e land t h a t they 
m i g h t just as well be Tibetans. 

T h e r e may have been some 
excuse at a t ime when little was 
s t i r r i ng in Ireland. -But there is no 
excuse now. 

T h e important t h i n g is t h a t t he 
polit ically conscious I r ish men and 
w o m e n should now delay no longer 
in t ry ing to a w a k e n the less con-
scious to active polit ical part icipa-
t ion. 

T h e current of events is running 
so swift ly tha t t h e r e is no time to 
lose. T h e launching of the greates t 
ever effort to compel the Bri t ish 
Governmen t to ac t will be of g rea t 
he lp to our f r i e n d s in the six 
count ies in regrouping and reorgan-
is ing their forces to meet the chal-
lenge of the new period. 

PETITION IN 
HUYTON 

I IVERPOOL b r a n c h of the Con-
* J nolly Association have t aken 

u p about 1,500 s ignatures to a 
pe t i t ion calling on Mr. Wilson to 
revise the const i tu t ion of Nor thern 
I r e l and so as to guaran tee demo-
c ra t i c rights. 

T h e petition is circulat ing in his 
own constituency of Huyton. 

S o m e of those who are collect-
ing s ignatures express the opinion 
t h a t Mr. Wilson now occupies a 
h igh ly marginal seat . 

Most of the collecting has been 
done in the working class a r ea 
a r o u n d the marke t on Sa tu rday 
a f te rnoons . Over and over aga in 
when people have seen Mr. Wil-
son ' s name on t h e petition they 
h a v e refused to sign, often to t he 
accompan iment ol lurid language. 
T h e y have signed a t once when it 
was pointed out t h a t the petition 
was not suppor t ing Mr Wilson. 

T h e s e people will never vote 
Tory, but Mr. Wilson hnd better 
look to his policy or they will stay 
a t home. 

Stormont has risen f rom 37 to 39. 
O'Neill eon count on at least two-
thirds of these. But some are wait-
ing to see which way tne cat jumps. 

The main objectives of Unionism, 
to keep the people divided on sec-
tar ian grounds, and to keep the 
wiirking class movement out of 
politics on its own arc-Stint, have 
boon achieved. 

I ' H E Catholics did not vote for 
1 O'Neill. But nei ther did the 

Pro tes tan ts swing to Labour. The 
absence of the trade union move-
ment f rom the civil r ights move-
ment is a deplorable weakness, and 
it is because of this absence t ha t 
cer ta in ultra-left ist elements have 
come to the fore, with consequent 
confusion and the danger of dis-
i l lusionment, such as always follows 
in the t ra in of their activities. 

T h e split in the Unionist camp 
can do the cause of progress no 
good a t all in itself. It will only 
do good if the anti-Unionist forces 
combine. 

Unfor tuna te ly this they did not 
do. 

While there is no law of n a t u r e 
or m a n t h a t Mr. McAteer mus t 
always s tand unopposed, and indeed 
he has been opposed of ten enough, 
yet it is cause for regret t h a t the 
solid Nationalist Par ty should have 
been disrupted just a t the very 
t ime when it was beginning, even 
hesi tant ly, to move to the lef t . 

T h e men who have replaced Mr. 
McAteer. Mr. Gormley and Mr. 
Richardson will now have to show 

•what they are made of themselves. 
We hope t h a t they give a good 
account of themselves. We wish 
t hem well, and for the present will 
say no more t han tha t . 

r [ X ) 0 much account should not be 
' t aken of t h e considerable 

"People's Democracy" vote. Belfas t 
observers believe t h a t there are 
two reasons for it. T h e first is t h a t 
o f ten it was the only a l ternat ive 
available to Catholics. T h e o ther is 
t h a t though its mani fes to con-
tained strong elements of lef t 
socialism (cancellation of debts 
owed the banks by the Housing 
Trust , and the set t ing up of new 
industr ies under workers ' control) 
it was widely believed to be the 
political a r m of N.I.C.R.A. The 
"People's Democracy" began as a 
s tudent povemen t , but mus t now 
be regarded as a new political 
par ty . 

T h e "People's Democracy" have, 
of course, as much r ight to s t a r t 
a new par ty as anybody else. And 
they are not the only ones s tar t -
ing new parties. Nor the rn I re land 
seems never to be shor t of these. 
I t is hoped among the most 
t h o u g h t f u l anti-Unionists, however, 
t h a t iuni ty among the par t ies t h a t 
exist is much more impor t an t t han 
the quest for doctr inal perfebtion 
among a thousand little spl inter 
groups. 

The f r a g m e n t a t i o n of the lef t is 
a sign of the hot-house atmosphere 
of the whole area. 

i r [ i H £ summary of the new posi-
tion is therefore t h a t it is the 

old position unchanged in essen-
tials. 

T h e vital problems remain un-
solved. These a re first t he question 
of how to bring the Pro tes tan t 
workers into action in t he field of 
the s truggle * for democracy. This 
may possibly be done if there is a 
fight for a total revision of the 
Government of Ireland Act which 
would increase the powers of the 
six county Government to solve 
economic problems, while decreas-
ing its power to split the people 
by discrimination. Second there is 
the problem of securing a united 
opposition to Unionism. 

There is much talk about more 
activities "on the s t reets" and 
Major Bunt ing has issued dire 
warnings . 

W h a t the Civil Rights movement 
m u s t do. however, if It is to have 
a pe rmanen t effect. Is to look to 
i ts weak point. Tha t weak point 
is contact with the Pro tes tan t 
workers. Without them nothinp? 
can be done in the six counties. 
With them everything can be done 
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McCAFFERY 
WHEN I was barely eighteen 

years of age 
To join the army I did then 

engage; 
I left the factory with true intent, 
To join the forty-second regiment. 

To Fulwood Barracks I then did go 
To spend some time in that depot 
But fortunate I was not to be 
For Captain Hansom took a dislike 

to me. 

it happened that I was on guard 
one cfay, 

Three sergeant's children came out 
to play, 

I took one's name instead of all 
three, 

With neglect of duty they did 
charge me. 

At Fulwood guardroom I did appear 
But Captain Hansom my case 

would not hear, 
So to my fate I was resigned 
And in Fulwood guardroom I was 

confined. 

F o r thirteen weeks my hatred grew 
It filled my body all through and 

through. 
Until the deed I resolved one night 
Was to shoot Captain Hansom dead 

on sight. 
Early one morning on the barrack 

square 
Captain Hansom was walking with 

Colonel Blair 
I raised my rifle, I shot to kill 
But I shot my Colonel against my 

will. 

I done the deed, I shed his btood 
At Liverpool Assizes my trial I 

stood. 
Judge says to be, McCaffery, 
Prepare yourself for the gallows 

tree. 

I had no father to take my part, 
Likewise no mother to break her 

heart, —• 
Only one pal and a girl was she, 
She'd have laid down her life for 

McCaffery. 

Now all you young Irishmen, coma 
listen to me, 

Have nothing to do with the British 
Army, 

For wily lies and tyranny 
Made a murder out of McCaffery. 

THE DAY 
0, GOD rest you, Robert Emmet, 

And God rest you, noble 
Tone; 

God rest you, Hugh O 'Donnell , 
And O'Neill of brave Tyrone. 
God rest you, Patrick Sarsfield, 
In your grave far, far away; 
God rest you all who strove to 

speed 
The dawning of the Day. 

CHORUS 
Freedom's bright and blessed day! 
Ireland free from Saxon sway! 
Lift your hearts and pray, God 

speed us 
To the dawning of the Day! 

Not in vain you poured your life-
blood, 

Gallant hearts of Ninety-Eight! 
Not in vain you stood undaunted 
Neath the scourge of English 

hate; 
Men of Wexford! men of Antrim! 
Men whose names shall ne'er 

decay. 
But shall shine, like stars to lead 

us 
To the dawning of the Day! 

Foreign foe and native traitor, 
Both have failed to quench the 

flame. 
That has guided Ireland's armies, 
Through the years of pride and 

shame; 
And 'twill flash to deathless 

glowing, 
Making bright the upward way, 
When our men shall march to 

freedom 
At the Dawning of the Day. 

O'er thq held your blood has 
hallowed, 

0, ye hosts of Irish dead! 
In the light of Freedom's morn-

»r>g 
Men of Ireland yet shall tread, 
When the foeman reels before 

them, 
In the thunder of the fray, 
They shall shout your name in 

triumph 
At the dawning of the Day. 
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WRITE OH CALL 

Priesthood and Leninism 
Discussion in Cork City 

FOR its first meeting of the 1969 
Term, the Academy of Saint 

Tliomas at University College, Cork, 
invited Dr. Terry Eagletan of Cam-
bridge and of the Catholic "Slant" 
Group to read a paper on "Priest-
hood and Leninism." Dr. Eagleton 
said that it was part of the argu-
ment of the Catholic Left that an 
understanding of the Church's com-
mitment to the oppressed and ex-
ploited was inevitably related to a 
recognition of the revolutionary, 
rather than merely reformist, struc-
ture of the Church's engagement in 
society. Taken literally, Marxist-
Leninism had nothing to say about 
the ministerial priesthood, but 
there was ar; important analogy be-
tween their respective ideas about 
the role of revolutionary leadership. 

The revolutionary body of organ-
ised labour had within it the sub-
sidiary vanguard, the "party." Its 
role was a generative; to bring the 
whole of deprived civil society to 
the point where it could take power 
into its own hands. It must not 
view itself as a chosen elite or 
merge its separate identity in the 
world. It was at every point filing 
into a direct and suffering identifi-
cation with the world yet must also 
stand out against it. There was 
here, he said, a distinct parallel 
with the role of the Christian 
Church in its relation to secular 
history. What was said of the 
Leninist vanguard applied with 
equal force to the Christian com-
munity in the world. 

Referring to the priestly vows of 

poverty, celibacy anO obedience, he 
said the m a n most adequately 
characterised by these today is the 
revolutionary guerilla leader in 
Colombia or South Vietnam. "At 
the same t ime he recognises this 
condition as highly artificial and 
unsatisfactory, an interim and ab-
normal suspension of a fully h u m a n 
life. His vows a r e adhered to in the 
name of the f u t u r e but they reflect 
tha t future only by denying it." 

<VPHE other speaker invited for the 
occasicn and enthusiastically 

received w a s Michael O'Riordan, 
General Secretary, Irish Workers' 
Party. He recalled his youthful de-
velopment as a Marxist in Cork and 
the obscurantist .atmosphere tha t 
had existed then. U.C.C was then 
the citadel of "advanced" social 
preaching, with its then President, 
Dr. Alfred O'Rahilly, continually 
waxing about the glories of t he Cor-
porative State of Portugal. 

Anti-Communism was then one of 
the cardinal virtues, particularly 
when the Irish Christian Front was 
organising support for the Franco-
led revolt of landed grandees and 
of the military caste of Spain. This 
murderous revolt was presented as 
a crusade for Christianity. It was 
a reflex of the change since then, 
tha t he had now come back a f te r 
"twenty-three years of political 
exile" to his nat ive city, and t h a t 
the inviting body should be the 
Academy of St. Thomas of U.C.C. 

There were many reasons for t ha t 
change There was the rise of 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

The black velvet band 
I N a neat little town they call Belfast 

Apprentice to trade I was bound 
With plenty of bright amusement 
To make my days go r o u n d -
Ti l l misfortune and ruin came over me 
Which caused me to stray from the land, 
Far away from my friends and companions 
Betrayed by a Black Velvet Band. 

Oh, her eyes they shone like diamonds 
You'd think she was queen of the land 
With her hair hanging over her shoulders 
Tied up with a Black Velvet Band. 

I took a stroll one morning 
Meaning not long for to stay, 
When whom should I meet but this pretty 

young maid 
A-tripping along the highway. 
She was so fair and handsome 
Her neck it was just like the swan 
And her hair hung over her shoulders 
Tied up with a Black Velvet Band. 

I took a stroll with this pretty young maid, 

When a gentleman passed us by ; 
I knew she meant a-doing of him 
By the look in her roguish black eye. 
A gold watch she took from his pocket 
And placed it right into my hand 
And the very next thing that I said was 
Bad cess to the Black Velvet Band. 

Before the judge and the jury 
Next morning I had to appear; 
The judge he says to me, "Young man 
Your case it is proven here. 
We'll give you seven years penal servitude 
To be served far away from this land, 
Far away from your friends and companions 
Betrayed by a Black Velvet Band." 

So come all you jolly young fellows, 
A, warning take by me 
When you are out on the town* my lads, 
Beware of those pretty colleens; 
They'll fill you with strong drink, my lads, 
Until you're not able to stand, 
And the very first thing that you'll know is, 
You're bound for Van Diemen's Land. 

THE OLD KILLINCHY MUFFLER 
Come all yoti rash and roving blades, and I will sing to ye 

Of the greatest of phenomena throughout the counteree— 

Oh be it in the summertime, the spring or in the fall, 

The oul' Killinchy muffler is the greatest of them all. 

The oul' Killinchy muffler, man! it doesn't cost a thing, 

It's made up of the finest County Down bone, brawn and skin, 

It looks right neat round a pretty little neck, there's no need for a shawl, 

For the out' Killinchy muffler is the neatest of them all. 

Oh, talk about your opera cloaks and all your garments grand, 

Your bawneens and your suits of wool, the finest in the land, 

Or raise the heat by leppin' up. high, or kickin' at football, 

But the oul' Killinchy muffler is the daddy of them all. 

Now some will sit beside the fire until their face turns red, 

And some like a hot waterbottle layin in their bed, 

Some tipple jugs of whiskey hot, until they risk a fall, 

But the our Killinchy muffler is the warmest of them all. 

From the Toye to sweet Armillan, from the Dorns to old Balloo, 

The folks ken well that therein dwell what I'm going to tell to you— 

If you ask for the hand of a pretty wee girl and you're half a man at all 

Show the owl' Killinchy muffler to b« bravest of them all. 

So come all you rash and roving blades and I'll tell yiz what to d o -

Buy no more silks or satins for the one you love so true; 

If the moon is bright and the girl is right, the expenses will be small 

For the oul' Killinchy muffler is the CHEAPEST of them all! 

(Our best thanks to Mr. Bill Meek for the words of this song; it 
h a s its own air, but could be sung to that of the South Down 
Militia.; 

ARBOUR HILL 
( A i r : Noreen Bawn) 

There's a sacred spot in Dublin, 
A place called Arbour Hill, 

Where sleep our noble martyrs, 
But their message rings 6ut 

still. 

To you their message is calling 
As it did that Easter Day 

When they flew the flag of free-
dom 

And proclaimed the I.R.A. 

They marched, the men in 
Dublin, 

And for Ireland struck a 
blow, 

They cherished it and raised 
the Hag 

Over Dublin's G.P.O. 

Traitors tried to sell the cause 
Traitors they may be, 

But Pearse had one aim in mind 
Old Ireland's liberty. 

They followed Tone and Emmet 
And faced a martyr's grave; 

We again must take their mes-
sage 

If our Nation we wi l l save. 

Six counties still subjected 
' Are held by Britain still 

Wake up and show devotion 
To the men in Arbour Hill. 

EAMONN AN CHNOIC 
h-e sin amuigh go bhfuil faobhar ar a 

ghuth 

Ag reabadh mo dhorais dhunta?" 

"Mise Eamonn an chnoic ata baite fuar fliuch 

0 shiorshiul sleibhte is gleannta!" 

"A lae dhil is a chuid cad a dheanfainnse duit 

Muna gcuirfinn ort beann dem ghuna 

Is go bhfuil pudar go tiubh da shiorsheideadh 
leat 

Is go mbeimis araon muchta." 

"Is fada mise amuigh fe shneachta is fe shioc 

Is gan danacht agam ar einne, 

Mo sheisreach gan scu*-, mo bhranar gan chur 

Is gan iad agam ar aon chor! 

Nil caraid agam, danaid liom san, 

Do ghlachfadh me moch na deanach, 

Is go gcaithfidh me dul thar farraige soir 

Os ann nach bhfuil mo ghaolta." 

"A chul alainn deas na bhfainni gcas, 

Is brea agus is glas do shuiie! 

Go bhfuil mo chroi da shlad mar do shniom-
fai gad 

Le bliain mhor fhada ag tnuth leat. 

Da bhfaighinnse le ceart cead imeachta leat, 

Is eadtrom is is deas do shiulfainn, 

Go reifinn gach scairt ag ealo lem shearc 

Fe choillte ^g spealadh an dhruchta." 

"A chumann is a shearc, raghaimidne seal 

Fe choillte na measa gcumhra, 

Mar bhfaighimid an breac is an Ion ar a nead 

An fia agus an poc ag buithreadh ; 

Na h-einini binne ar gheigtiinj ag so in m 

Is an chuaichin ar bharr an iuir ghlais 
Go brach brach ni thiocfaid an has in ar 

ngoire 

I lar na coilie cumhra." 

"Beir sceala uaim soir go h-ainnir chiuin an 
tsuilt 

Gur chailleadar a nid na h-canlaith, 

Gur areir do thit an sneaohta ar na cnoic 

Amach ar fud na h-Eireann ! 

Da maireadh liom rith go seachtain o inniu 

Racainnse ar miire a dfheachaint, 

Is go mb'fhearr liom anois a bheith baite sa 
mhuir 

Na a radh go mbeithea reidh liom ! 
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Steam nostalgia 
" I R I S H R A I L W A Y A L B U M " , 

by C. P. Boocock (Ian Allan, 
30/-). 

j \ U R I N G the pa4t twenty years, 
' Britain has witnessed a spec-

tacle unparalleled in any other 
country. Thousands of people have 
developed a passion for railways, 
their interests being mainly s team 
locomotives, ant iquated equipment 
and rural branch-lines. This group 
has increased rapidly in numbers 
over the years, while the Brit ish 
objects of their interest have 
markedly decreased. This h a s 
caused them to search fur ther afield 
and. not surprisingly, Ireland be-
came a source of pleasure. 

The small band of home-grown 
railway enthusiasts, embodied in the 
Irish Railway Record Society, found 
i heir pastures flooded with visitors 
from across the Ir ish Sea. This in 
turn developed the interest of t h e 
Irish people and led to the happy 
situation where an ex-G.S & W.R. 
J15 0-6-0 and ex-G.N.R. 4-4-0 have 
been preserved in working order. 
These locos are being used on spe-
cial excursions, t hus increasing the 
revenue of C.I.E. and N.I.R. 

This book is a imed squarely a t 
the Bri t ish market . I ts author is 
a British enthusiast who has visited 
Ireland on four occasions since 1956 
with the object of photographing 
railway scenes and most of the pic-
tures a re from his camera. There 
is a brief history of each public 
railway which was operating in 
1957, followed by a Variety of photo-
graphs, almost all of which depict 
locomotives, railcars or trains. 

There is a section devoted to the 
engines of Arthur Guinness & Co. 
but. surprisingly enough, no mention 
of those operated by Bord na Mona 

On reflection, one wonders why 
someone engaged in t he Irish tourist 
industry had not spotted the poten-
tial of this type of tourism. Had 
the Irish Tourist Board. Leitrim 
County Council, C.£E. and I.R.R.S. 
got together in 1959, they might 
have saved at least part of the 
Cavan tz L'eltrlm section and Balli-
namore could have become the rail-
wav "mecca" of Ireland. 

m i A K WILKINSON. 

Lloyd Georges civil war in Ireland 

Jester 
T H E W I T O F B R E N D A N 

Bf i tMN" , compiled by Sean 
McOann ( L w l i e FVev*ln,18/-). 

THE cometary nature of spoken 
wit is'unsuited to anthologies. 

A barb of repartee, an inspired 
ejaculation, or felicitous simile — 
looking at me like a sow at a swill 

barrel" — an epigram, a deftly-
i uraed insuit, or a sublime irrever-
ence — " 'What do you think of 
Joyce?' — 'They shouldn't have 
Iwnged him'." — Wilt in Cota 
•storage. 

It is by a happy skill in inter-
spersing among his quotations, anec-
dotes, photographs, comments by 
other humowsta, and by writers and 
rir'tors, as well as his own recollec-
tion,s of the living man, that Bean 
MrCann hasipreserved the'pungency 
"i a fiamOeyant, gargantuan, sin-
<ere and Rifted personality. 

CI ARAM DCS MONO 
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Write or Call . 

" I R E L A N D ' S C IV I L W A R " , by 
Calton Younger (F reder i ck 
Mu l l e r , 50/-). 

" J j E F I N I T I Y E ' is a bold word 
lor a publisher's blurb. 

True, plenty can be got into five 
hundred pages, and plenty is 
indeed got into Mr. Younger's 
pages. But this book will disap-
point anybody who might have 
hoped that after it was wr i t ten 
there was nothing more to be 
said. 

It is a lengthy but superficial ac-
count, wri t ten moreover in an in-
tolerably loose, imprecise style, no 
doubt in tended to be "popular," and 
proceeds f rom no philosophy pro-
founder t h a n tha t of the "fair-play" 
of the cricket pitch. 

Let it not be thought t h a t work 
has not gone into it, or t h a t it is 
not packed with facts, or t h a t it is 
not value for money. It must be 
passed on all these scores. But 
claims are claims, and those who 
make them must be prepared to 
have them' contested. 

The Civil War proper en te rs on 
page 310. W h a t then are the other 
three-fifths of the book about? In 
brief, the old old story, told by 
Dorothy Macardle, Piaras Beaslai, 
and a host of lesser contr ibutors; 
the I.R.B., t he Citizen Army, t he 
Rising, complete with Yeats's poem, 
the white terror , the Sinn Fein elec-
tion, Dail Eireann, Soloheadbeg, the 
Tan War, t he Truce, the Treaty, t he 
split, and Anally the bumping off 
of Sir Henry Wilson. 

This massive recapitulation is 
only justified if there are subs tan-
tial amendments of the accepted 
story, either in fact or in in terpre ta-
tion, and such changes should be of 
Significance for the Civil War when 
it breaks out. 

It cannot be said that these con-
ditions are met . I t has been urged 
as an advantage of this book t h a t 
the author used the newly-opened 
Cabinet papers in the London Pub-
lic Record Office. Yet details of 
Cabinet discussion on conscription 
or the G e r m a n plot do not seem 
substantially to alter the well-known 
picture. And the re are unnecessary 
minor inaccuracies. For example 
Connolly's b i r th is referred to 1870, 
in a book published amid h i s cen-
tenary celebrations! 

When should the discussion of the 
differences which came to l ight In 

Reviewed by FEICREANACH 
the civil war start? One would have 
expected a scientific consideration 
of this question, even on the basis 
of F a t h e r Michael O'Planagan 's 
pamphlet , in which he deplored 
what he later considered the false 
unification of 1917. 

Mr. Younger begins as early as 
this repeating uncritically the stan-
dard anti-Republican propaganda. 
We are reminded tha t Sinn Fein did 
not gain an absolute major i ty of the 
votes cast in 1918. For some rea-
son he thinks the major i ty of seats 
they did get (73 as against 26 for 
the Unionists and six for the Red-
mondites) justified them in seeking 
the "international recognition of 
Ireland as an independent Irish 
Republish," but not in establishing a 
republic as a form of government 
chosen by the people. Why not? 
Because the Sinn Fein constitution 
had said tha t a f ter international 
recognition the form of Government 
might (not must) be decided by 
referendum. 

But what was poor Cathal Brugha 
to do? How were the Ir ish going to 
secure "international recognition" 
of a Republic they were not pre-
pared to establish themselves? Far 
better r e tu rn to Father O'Flanagan 
and s t a r t with a critique of the Sinn 
Fein constitution and its saving 
clause. 

This being Mr. Calton's approach 
to the Republic it is no wonder that 
already on page 76 he shows he has 
swallowed the great lie of modern 
Irish history, namely t h a t Ireland 
has her independence. Part i t ion? 
Ah, well—barring tha t . Economic 
dependence, neocolonialism, as a 
Fine Gael Senator recently de-
scribed it? Presumably barring tha t 
as well. 

With this goes much white-wash-
ing of the British Government 
whose partition Act was "welMn-
tentioned," and not intended to 
weaken Ire land ,only to "divide and 
rule." And as for the struggle of 
a small nation asserting its inde-
pendence against a ruthless world 
imperialism maintaining its con-
quest, "as always, the bitter truth 
was that neither side had much to 
be proud of." 

The Civil Rights movement in the 
six counties can take it f rom Mr. 
Younger t h a t "With clumsy good 
intentions the authorit ies formed 
the Ulster Special Constabulary 
whose members, part-t imers, were 
Protestant Civilians." 
r ' ' ' ••• - - •• • • 

I N his account of the Downing 
1 Street conference which led up 
to the so-called treaty, Mr. Younger 
draws for the most part on F r a n k 
Pakenham al though he adds occa-
sional s igni f icant detail from the 
Cabinet minutes. He gives a busi-
ness-like account of the negotia-
tions, but cannot resist the cricket-
field habit of apportioning blame at 
each point where he finds the 
characters t ransgress his own prin-
ciples. 

But what of the conclusion, im-
posed in an atmosphere of manu-
factured has te and under the 
tigrish threat of immediate war and 
the demand t h a t every single dele-
gate must sign or tha t war would 
begin, these te rms imposed as 
Pakenham emphasised under condi-
tions unparalleled in the history of 
modern Europe? Bless us, t he 
terms 'were "practically mean, but 
generous in the context of centur ies 
of misrule and generous coming 
from men in whose bones the very 
marrow was steeped in colonialism." 

What can one say of such a con-
clusion, but t h a t the author can ' t 
make his mind up? It was kind of 
t he lion not to eat us alive and 
only to tear us to bits! 

From now on the story is told 
almost entirely f rom Free S ta te 
sources, and with Free State preju-
dices included. I t Would be unfa i r 
to Mr. Younger to suggest t h a t h e 
shares these p r e j u d i c e ^ It is to be 
doubted if he is reany conscious 
of them. Thus De Valera received 
the Treaty with "sour disappoint-
ment." 

How much nicer a man he would 
have been if he had been sweet 
about the oath of allegiance and t h e 
lopping off of six counties, the mili-
ta ry facilities, land annuities and 
replacement of t he Dail by a Pro-
visional Government under t h e 
"Government of Ireland Act" passed 
a t Westminster! 

Stack "had wearied through t h e 
long struggle," But why did h e 
take it up again? Brugha "was 
prejudiced agains t Collins." De 
Valera gave voice to a "long pas-
sage of bleak sincerity" O n e 
Journalist's word and his sincerity 
is no use to h im! 

This type of emotive writ ing 
apar t , there are fac t s in plenty in 
t he section dealing with the split, 
fac t s which are to say the least a s 

vocal for one side as the other M. 
Younger has iound among the Cab -
net papers a memorandum by 
Winston Churchill which indicates 
that the threat of "immediate and 
terrible war" was not. as has been 
suggested, bluff after all. 

So much for the generosity. But 
what is needed at this point is an 
objective examination of whether 
the British Government was politi-
cally in a position to undertake such 
a war. Perhaps had it been em-
barked upon there would have been 
a Labour Government in 1922, in-
stead of 1923. There were two mil-
lion unemployed in England at the 
time. A Borough Council was sent 
to jail for refusing to obey the in-
structions of the Government. 

And so to the Civil War on page 
310. The story is still told from a 
Free Sta te point of view. There are 
large chunks of reminiscences from 
General Mac Eoin. The character 
of the book changes however 
Whereas up to the a t tack on the 
Four Courts it has been based on 
well-established existing sources, 
well-judged or otherwise, now it re-
lies on a series of reminiscences, fot 
the most par t from leading Free 
Staters. 

It might be thought this part of 
the book would be the weakest. But 
it is not. On the contrary it is the 
strongest. For it is possible to gain 
an insight into the minds of the 
newly-formed class of rulers which 
was to replace Dublin Castle. The 
prejudices are there. The ruthless-
ness is there. But it is also pos-
sible to see t h a t it was circum-
stances made men what they be-
came. 

But Mr. Younger's comments are 
scarcely calculated to assuage bit-
terness. The execution of Mellows, 
O'Connor, McKelvey and Barrett 
was "illegal on any count" but Was 
"an act of courage." I t is great to 
be fair-minded. 

And finally at the close of play 
when the counter-revolution has 
driven the revolution back, not all 
the way, but a good par t of it, Pan-
gloss s tands like an umpire on the 
empty field, proclaiming (of all 
things) t h a t "What had at last been 
established was tha t the Army was 
an instrument of the Government, 
the Government not a weapon of 
the army, t h a t the revolution was 
complete and power belonged in 
the hands of the people." 

Where of course it stfll is. And 
that, ladies and gentlemen, is what 
the Irish Civil War was about! 

FEICftEANACH 

"HEMRI De L U B A C " : T C I L -
rfAftD E X P L A I N E D " , Andre 
Ligneul ; " T E l L H A f t D A N D 
P E R S O N A L I S M " (Paulist 
Press Dens Books, 6/6 eaeh). 

UTARTING from the data of 
- geology and paleontology, the 

sciences in which he achieved inter-
national recognition, Teilhard de 
Chardin proposes in his various 
treatises a view of the universe 
which may be accepted by any im-
partial observer, whether Christian 
or not. 

The basis bf his reasoning is the 
axiom thkt existence Is preferable to 
nonexistence. On this fundament, 
following the methods of the posi-
tive sciences, he etfefcts a structure 
of reasoning Which embraces evolu-
tion, the relationship between soul 
and matter, and man's destiny. 

While revealing a passionate in-
terest In everything that happens in 
the world he repeatedly affirms his 
conscious role as. a preacher of the 
Gospel, committed to carrying its 
message to the generations that 
come arter Galileo, Darwin and 
Freud, in the same way that 'St. 
Paul carried it to the Gentiles. 

With the modern technological 
advance the World has suddenly 
grown to infinite dimensions. Tell-
hard sees this as a source of grace, 
or, to use his own terminology, an 
extension of the process or 
chridtotenests. 

LI ENRI DE LUBAC'S book shows 
up the consistency of Teti-

hard's thought, and also his 

rigorous submission of every propo-
sition to the criteria of a consuming 
faith. A glossary explains concisely 
the connotation of such terms as 
"noosphere" and "parousia," which 
are essential to the Understanding 
of this daring yet severely rational 
thesis. 

Andre Ligheul selects one crucial 
facet of Teilhard's argument, the 
concept of Personaltsm. In lay 
terms this implies that the evolu-
tionary priyeSs, set in motion one 
thousand million ye&ts ago, culmi-
nated in the appearance of man, a 
creature capable of conscious reflec-
tion; in other words, a being 
uniquely both material and spirit-
ual. Evolution thereupon passed 
into a new stream, a movement of 
persons towards oneness with God, 
or, more specifically, Christ. 

The practical corollaries of this 
theory are Immense. Morality Is no 
longer a Set of Inscrutable prohibi-
tions but a dynamic force. De-
velopment towards God—the Omega 
in which the human race is to be 
fulfilled—calls for the creation of a 
fraternal society, a "deliberately 
communitarian life." Here Teilhard 
derives from the most unquestion-
able data of biology a view of life 
which others have deduced from 
philosophical and theological con-
siderations. 

Both books achieve their purpose 
of distilling from the ferment of a 
lifetime's labour and suffering the 
ef*tence of an astonishingly original 
studv of the universe. 

C.D. 

WOUNDED AFRICA 
" D A R K D A Y S IN GHANA", by 

Kwame Nkrumah (Lawrence 

& Wishart, 12/6). 

r p H E history of Ghana since In-
J- dependence in 1957 epitomises 

the struggle fbr freedom and secu-
rity in which every African state 
is to some extent involved. When 
Kwame Nkrumah established a re-
public in 15M1, and In 1964 entrusted 
its government to the National 
People 's Party, of whifeh he had 
been leader slhce Colonial days, It 
befcame dear that the "wind of 
change" in Africa was set towards 
ieftl (I.e., economic) and hot merely 
formal independence. 

The capitalist world found itself 
confronted with a socialist state 
pledged from the start to the uni-
fication and liberation of a whole 
continent. I ts response was imme-
diate. The world market for cocoa 
was artificially depressed, so that 
prices for Ghana 's single export 
commodity fell ruinously. At the 
Sfcrne time, the International Mone-
ta ry tVnd, dominated by Amferltan 
interests, refused a bridge loan, 

Nkrumah saved his country from 
disaster with characteristic energy, 
but the counter-offensive by the Im-
perialists, working through the local 
opposition to the N.PP., was only 
beginning. In February, 1966, when 
he Wfts m PURlng on his way to 
Hanoi, a group of eight police and 
army officers a t tacked flagstaff 

House. Accra, and set up a military 
government. 

The Seven Year Plan which 

Nkrumah had inaugurated in 1W4, 
and which had already achie<teii 
much in the fields of industry, edu-
cation, public health, communica-
tions, electrification and modernisa-
tion of agriculture, Was dismantled 
forthwith. Most of the 63 sttrte 
undertakings Were put on the Mar-
ket, socialist literature Was StlO-
pressed, and members of the N.P.P. 
were arrested. 

The facts of the case are faith-
fully recorded ih this concise, dear 
statement. It includes an assess-
ment of the dangers that lie m Hie 
way of fcny country trying to emw# e 
from colonialism, dangers both ffWn 
inside and outside. 

Writing from Conakry, Guinea, 
the author emphasises that the ex-
perience of Ghana represents no 
more than a temporary setback to 
the advance of socialism in Africa 
The reactionary National People'* 
Council has failed completely to 
win support from the people. 

Not only in Ghana and neighbour-
ing Guinea, but also In Congo 
(Brazzaville), M»li, Tanzania and 
the U.A.R., a counter-offensive Is 
under way, aimed at the overthrow 
of anti-popular regimes wherever 
they have arisen in Africa. Nkrumah 
is confident that this blow, aimed 
a t the heart of the awakening con-
tinent, has inflicted nothing wor«« 
than a superficial wound. 

B.T. 
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Sheffield hears 
Sean Redmond 
vS 

1TUDENTS at Sheffield University 
gave Sean Redmond an en-

thusiastic welcome when he ad-
dressed them on the subject of cur-
rent developments in the six coun-
ties. 

Mr. Redmond explained the 
struggle for civil lights as derived 
lrom the fact of partition, which 
was imposed on the Irish people 
without a single Irish representative 
voting for it. 

The meeting was on February 
24th, and Mr. Redmond had the pre-
vious evening addressed a meeting 
in the town. 

Good attendance 
promised at 
Conference 
T H E "Irish Democrat" nation-

al consultative conference 
on Sunday, March 23rd (for 
details see front page) has 
already aroused considerable 
Interest, and applications for 
credentials are c o m i n g in 
steadily. 

We publish below the list as of 
at February 20th, the figures in 
brackets indicate the number of 
delegates appointed: 

Association of Cinematograph, 
Television and Allied Technicians 

Draughtsmen's & Allied Tech-
nicians' Association (1). 

Constructional E n g i n e e r i n g 
Union (2). 

Fire Brigades Union, Midlands 
No. 7 District (1). 

Hat Union of Furniture Trade 
Operatives, London District Com-
mittee (2). 

Amal. Union of Building Trade 
Workers, London Division (1). 

Tobacco Workers' Union, London 
Distrtot (1). 

Constructional E n g i n e e r i n g 
Union, Manchester Branch (1). 

Nat Union of Vehlole Builders, 
London Dlstriot Committee (1). 

Draughtsmen's A Allied Tech-
nicians' A soon., No. 13 Division (1). 

Harrow Trades Council (2). 
Wandsworth Trades Council (3). 
Welwyn Garden City & District 

Trades Council (3). 
E.M.I. Joint Shop Stewards' 

Committee (3). 
Wolseley Joint Shop Stewards' 

Committaii (B.M.C. Birm'ham) (2). 
Amal, Engineering & Foundry 

Workers' Union: Camden Town 
Branch (1); Wembley 3 Branch 
(2); Park Royal Branch (1). 

Nat Union of VehMe/BuHders, 
Birmingham Ho. 2 Branoh (3); 
Luton How 6 Branoh (2). 

Hat. Union of Railwayman, West 
Ealing Ho. 2 Branch (2)i Earls 
Court Br!holi ( i ) . 

Amal. 8ooiety of Woodworkers, 
Bruce Grove Branch (2); Islington 
HO. 2 (2). 

AmaL Sooiety of Painters and 
Deoorators, Hartaeden Branoh (1). 

Hat Union of 8heetmetal Wor-
kers and Coppersmiths, Shepherds 
Bush Branoh (1). 

fla'pwMBlal Party (2). 
Young Communist League (1). 
Kingston Constituency Labour 

Part* <»>. 
Poplar Labour Party (2). 
Feitham Constituency Labour 

Party (2). 
SL Marylebone Labour Party (2). 
Erlth and Crayford Labour Party 

(*). 
Edmonton Labour Party (2). 

Constituency Labour 
(S>. 

Lawlsham South Labour Party 
(1>. 

Uxbridge Constituency Labour 
Party <1>. 

Movement for Colonial Freedom 
(J). 

Six-County Freedom Group, Lan-
caster University (2). 

Action Ulater, Manchester Uni-
versity Colleges Liberal Association 
(1). 

University of East Anglla, Stu-
dents' Union (2). 

The following have Indicated 
their Intention to Appoint dele-
HE*: » 

The ConnoNy Association. 
for Domooraoy in 

Workers' union, 
•'i 
Polytechnic), 8tif 

dents' Uhton. 

Birmingham conference on 

Six County Civil Rights 
Y N important conference on 

Civil Rights in Northern 
Ireland was held recently by 
the Birmingham branch of the 
Campaign for Social Justice in 
Northern Ireland. 

Delegates were present Jrom a 
number of organisations of the 
labour movement. These included 
Birmingham No. 2 branch of the 
National Union of Vehicle Builders 
and also the Pressed Steel branch 
of the same union, branches 5/517 
and 5/617 of the Transport and 
General Workers' Union, Tysefey 
and Austin branches of the Engi-
neering Union, the Communist 
Party and Young Communist 
League, the Co-op Par ty , branches 
of the Miners' Union and Musi-
cians' Union, Perry Barr consti-
tuency Labour Party, Sparkbrook 
Labour Party, Aston Labour Party, 
Warley Labour Par ty , Selly Oak 
Labour Party, and Brand Hall and 
Sparkbrook Labour Clubs. The 
B i r m i n g h a m a n d Coventry 
branches of the Connolly Associa-
tion were also represented. Two 
Birmingham Labour Councillors 
were among the delegates. 

JI/TK BILL WARMAN, District 
Secretary of the National 

Union of Sheetmetal Workers, and 
the Union's President, was chair-
man of the conference, and the 
speakers were Mr. Stan Orme, 
M.P., Mr. Sean Redmond, General 
Secretary of the Connolly Associa-
tion and John Morris, who spoke 
on behalf of the campaign. 

All those who spoke stressed 
that the most important task was 
to win ̂ support in the trade union 
and labour movement for civil 
rights in Northern Ireland. The 
trade union movement in Birming-
hajn was very strong and well 
organised, and could be a power-
ful ally if' won over. A good start 
has been made on this, and the 
conference organisers were going 

High School girls 
ask why no gun 

YVTORTHING High School for 
' » Girls branch of the Council 

for Education in World Citizen-
ship, was on February 17th, addres-
sed by Prank Small of the Connolly 
Association on the subject of the 
fight for democracy in the six 
counties. 

Particular surprise was shown by 
the audience when Mr. Small 
explained the contents of the 
Special Powers Acts. They had 
seldom heard anything like it. 

The speaker emphasised the non-
sectarian non-violent character of 
the Civil Rights movement. He 
explained that while nobody was 
going to turn down any genuine 
measure of reform that Captain 
O'Neal might Introduce, yet up to 
the moment there was more talk 
than action, and the reforms pro-
mised did not amount to much. 

A number of tjuestions were 
asked by the intelligent teenage 
audience. Several wondered why if 
the situation was as bad as it was 
described, why there had been no 
armed rebellion. 

Mr. Small explained that though 
there had been various outbreaks 
from time to time, as was natural, 
the people were trying to get their 
rights by constitutional means, and 
this being so they were entitled to 
the support of all right-thinking 
people in England. 

to follow this line of action. 

The audience included familiar 
faces in Birmingham Irish circles, 
such as Joe McNally, Bill Goulding 
and Sean Kenny. The secretary of 
the Birmingham branch of the 
Campaign for Social Justice in 
Northern Ireland is Mr. Joe Hal-
loran, and its chairman is Mr. Jim 
McDowall. 

Irish w o m e n 
f'T'HE Liverpool branch of the 

Connolly Association was on 
February 17th addressed by Des-
mond Greaves. Editor of the "Irish 
Democrat" on the subject of 
"Women in the Irish national 
Movement." 

Starting with references to the 
place of woman in ancient Irish 
society, and mentioning such out-
standing women before the days of 
the modern national movement as 
Maria Edgworth and Mary Anne 
McCracken, he explained t h a t the 
modern movement really began with 
the Ladies' Land League. I t was 
not usually appreciated tha t it was 
when the women were in control 
t ha t the Government was brought 
to heel. 

The participants in the Ladies' 
Land League were some of them 
members of Maud Gonne's Inini na 
hEireann. The women's suffrage 
movement was very strong both in 
Dublin and Belfast. In Dublin he 
referred to Mrs. Cousins and 
Francis Skeffington, and in Belfast 
to Mrs. Tom Johnson and Winifred 
Carney, James Connolly's secretary. 

All these, and the women's sec-
tions of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians had their place in the 
most famous women's organisation 
of all, the Cumann na mBan. He 
also said he believed Ireland was 
one of the very first countries to 
have a Women Workers' Union, 
many of whose members were in 
Cumann na mBan 

Connolly Association 
CENTRAL LONDON BRANCH 

GWYNFOR EVANS, M.P. 
(Plaid Cymau, Caerfyrddin) 

THE BASIS OF WELSH NATIONALISM 
MARCH 12th 8 p.m. 
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JOE DEIGHAN 
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M A R C H 26th - 8 p.m. 

283 Grays Inn Road, 
London, W.C.1. 
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8 p.m. - 1 2 midnight 
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CIVIL RIGHTS CONFERENCE 
Walker Art Gallery Small Hall 

L I V E R P O O L 
SUNDAY, MARCH 9th at 2 p.m. 

ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 
(Chairman of Northern Ireland C.R.A.) 

D E S M O N D G R E A V E S 

Civil Rights Meeting 
Chorlton Town Hall, All Saints 

M A N C H E S T E R 
SUNDAY, MARCH 9th, at 7.0 p.m. 

ELIZABETH - SINCLAIR 
D E S M O N D G R E A V E S 

The Pr iesthood and Len in i sm 
Socialist power, no longer confined 
to one country, but now in existence 
in other parts of Europe, Asia, even 
in the Americas; at present they 
were witnessing the struggles in the 
vast continent of Africa where, 
more and more, there was the 
tend of the acceptance of the teach-
ings of Marx. There was the grow-
ing realisation that capitalism was 
on its way out; Marx predicted that 
a hundred years ago, and it was in-
teresting to note that on the pre-
vious day General Costello, who was 
not noted for his bright philosophi-
cal or economic erudition, had come 
to the same conclusion—without 
ever reading a word of Marx! 

Pope John had also contributed to 
the great change with his "Pacem 
in Terris" which reflected his under-
standing of the real world, and his 
concern with the state of affairs in 
which the Church was widely sepa-
rated from the masses and identi-
fied with fche rich. • 

IT"*HE old antl-Communlst propa-
ganda had broken down, but 

not completely, unfortunately there 
were many who to create an emo-
tive atmosphere still shrieked, 
Marx said, "Religion is the opium 
of the people"! This was a de-
liberately false presentation of the 
Marxist attitude to religion. 

The full quotation should be 
known, and not a single sentence 
torn out of its context: "Religious 
distress is at the same time the ex-
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pression of real distress and_ the 
protest against real distress. Reli-
gion is the sigh of the oppressed 
creature, the heart of a heartless 
world, just as it is the spirit of a 
spiritless situation. It is the opium 
of the people. The abolition of re-
ligion as the illusiory happiness of 
the people is required for their real 
happiness. The demand to give up 
the illusions about its conditions is 
the demand to give up a condition 
which needs illusions. The criticism 
of religion is therefore in embryo 
the criticism of the vale of woe, the 
halo of which is religion" 

Marx, said Michael OTliordan, In 
these words emphasised the great 
protest potential of religion, and its 
role as a source of encouragement, 
and he made clear that as long as 
cruel, unjust, unknown and Incom-
prehensible relationships existed 
there would be the necessity of re-
ligion, Religion had many sides 
and many faces. Diem, the one-
time tyrant of South Vietnam and 
Franco, were prominent practising 
Catholics; but so was Father Camllo 
Torres, who declared five months 
before he fell In action In 1966 with 
his guerilla band, "I have said that 
X am a revolutionary as Colombian, 
sociologist, Christian and priest. I 
consider that the Communist Party 
contained authentically revolution-
ary elements and therefore as 
Colombian, sociologist, Christian 
and priest, I cannot be antl-Com-
munlst." 
T T w&6 relevant to discuss the re-

latlonships between Marxist 
and Catholics in Latin America; 
the diocese of Cork had been ex-
tended to embrace Peru, and many 
Irish Catholics were conversant 
with features of life there. Did 
they realise, however, the extent of 
the extremes of poverty and riches 
that existed there or the role of the 
UJ3. monopolies In their exploi ts 
tlon of the country's petroleum 

fields, or the great armed struggles 
of the people there? 

It was true that the Cardinal 
there, Juan Landazuri had declared 
in reference to these struggles that 
"the death penalty against atheistic 
Communism is justified In defence 
of constitutionalism" but he had 
been castigated for such a state-
ment by Father SaJomen Bolo 
Hidalgo from his prison cell In San 
Quintin Jail where he was im-
prisoned for his support of the 
guerillas. 

It was true that Marxists and 
Christians differed philosophically 
about belief In and on the existence 
of God. But there was a vast area 
of human activity In which there 
was the vital need for common ac-
tivity, such as the need to prevent 
a nuclear war that would incinerate 
both Marxists and Catholics to-
gether; the abolition of degrading 
and cruel poverty; the creation of a 
Just social system that would create 
the sole conditions for the dignity 
of man. 

Joint and fraternal activity in 
such a fight would not involve 
philosophical cpmpromise on either 
side, and would In fact create the 
conditions for each side to prove 
which were the better fighters, and 
the more slnoere seekers for' the 
real brotherhood of man. 

"It is truly a time of great change, 
and all should strive harder for the 
realisation of the Kingdom of 
Heaven on Earth. Ireland had 
many grievious social problems, like 
bad housing, unemployment and 
emigration that made a mockery of 
glib phrases about the "sanctity of 
the family." 

Referring to the composition of 
the audience, he said that he wel-
comed the great stirrings that were 
taking place amongst young 
workers and students and young 
ctertor • • 
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