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LONDON IRISH MARCH 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
Cheers from onlookers 

MOVING FOR 
A UNITED 
IRELAND 
APPEAL TO MANY ORGANISATIONS 

People of six counties at end of tether 
^ J NLESS something is done soon to end the injustices Which exist in British occupied 

Ireland there is going to be an explosion there. 

SEPTEMBER 1968 

Q N L O O K E R S on the pavements cheered when members of the 
^ Connolly Association, Clann na hEireann and the Republican 
Party walked from Manette Street, Charing Cross Road, to Marble 
Arch to demand the introduction of normal democracy into the 
s ix counties of north east Ireland-

T h e parade took place on Sun-
day, July 28th, and was followed 
by a meeting in Hyde Park, at 
which the speakers were Sean Red-
mond, General Secretary of the 
Connolly Association; Desmond 
Greaves; Robert Heatley and Jack 
Henry, the building workers' ste-
ward. 

INTERVENTION 
A resolution was passed demand-

ing tha t the British Government 
take action to guarantee people 
living, whether they want to or not, 
under the British flag, the elements 
of civil liberty. 

Speakers explained that there 
was no wish among Irish people that 
ttw British Government should in-
tervene in any part of Ireland, but 
sinoe they were there we were deter-
mined that as far as possible they 
should be made to behave them-
selves. 

T h e Prime Minister to whom the 
resolution was sent gave a formal 
acknowledgment but promised no 
action. 

The meeting was large and en-
thusiastic, especially when Mr. 
Henry explained the connection be-
tween the struggle for democracy 
In the six counties and for a united 
Ireland, and the parallel struggle of 
the workers In Britain for decent 
wages and conditions. 

The people are getting to the 
end of their tether, with end-
less unemployment, low wages, 
shortage of housing, all backed 
up by religious discrimination, 
gerrymandering and police dic-
tatorship. 

Section of the Civil Rights parade. 

DUBLIN MAN TO 
HEAD BBC. 

Tj^ROM April 1st next year, the 
-1-' Director-General of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation is to be 
an Irishman, Mr. Charles John Cur-
ran, who was born in Dublin forty-
six years ago. 

I t could hardly be said however 
tha t he had a strongly national 
background. He was educated in 
Yorkshire, and obtained his degree 
at the University of Cambridge. He 
then went into the British Army 
while it was still oppressing India, 
and left it to go to the India Office, 
the headquarters of that oppres-
sion. 

Nevertheless the possibility of 
fairer broadcasts from the Irish 
point of view has thoroughly 
alarmed the six-county Unionists 
who are gunning for the B B C. 
already. 

Captain L. P. S. Orr, M P. for 
South Down, and Imperial Grand 
Master of the Orange Order, has 
protested to the exi t ing Director-
Oeneral, Lord Hill, about a dim on 
the Orange order. 

He claims that the film was an 
attack on the Orangemen. 

The questions he was asked when 
he appeared were hostile to the 
Orange order, and they were more 
hostile the second time the film was 
shot, because the interviewers knew 
what his replies were likely to be. 
and were not satisfied by them 

IRISH CP. STATEMENT 
ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
DEMOCRAT PRINTS FULL TEXT 

r P H E fol lowing s ta tement was 
issued by the Polit ical Com-

mi t t ee of the Communis t P a r t y 
in Belfast on Augus t 21st, and 
as f a r as we are a w a r e the 
"I r i sh Democra t ' ' is the only 
pape r to publ ish it in full . It 
r u n s : 

"The Communist Party has 
noted the reports that troops of 
the five Warsaw Pact countries 
have entered Czechoslovakia. In 
a tense situation like this it is 
understandable that conflicting 
reports will emanate from dif-
ferent sources, many of which 
are hostile to the ideas of 
socialism. 

"The Communist Party wishes 
to reaffirm its stand on the prin-
ciples that govern relations be-
tween socialist countries and 
fraternal Communist parties. In 
connection with this our party 
firmly supports the declaration of 
the eighty-one Communist Par-
ties which met in Moscow in 1960 
and which declares: 'Every party 
is responsible to the working class 
and the working people of its own 
country, to the International 
working class, and the Communist 
movement as a whole, 

"The eventt; as reported would 
appear to be in conflict with this 
principle. The Bratislava agree-
ment was welcomed by our party. 
Unless the frontiers of socialist 

Czechoslovakia were threatened 
by imperialist forces we cannot 
support any form of intervention. 

"At this stage news of what is 
actually happening is still very in-
complete. We ask the members of 
our party and the the people of 
Northern Ireland to remain calm 
and avoid being influenced by ex-
treme anti-socialist pronounce-
ments used as propaganda." 

IRISH WORKERS' 
PARTY ON 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
| - | ~AVING discussed the si tua-

t ion in Czechoslovakia the 
Pol i t ica l Commi t t ee of t he 
I r i sh Worke r s ' P a r t y issued the 
fo l lowing s t a t emen t : 

"We deplore the intervention of 
the Soviet Union, East Germany, 
Bulgaria, Poland and Hungary In 
Czechoslovakia. It Is our opinion 
tha t this Intervention far from 
serving the cause of Socialism can 
do It Immense damage unless it Is 
speedily ended We therefore call 
for the withdrawal of the forces 
of these five countries from 
Czechoslovakia 

This is the message of the great 
meeting and parade from Coal-
island to Dungannon on Saturday, 
August 24th, 1968, a date to be 
remembered. 

This is the message that has 
come from Ireland to the Connolly 
Association in London, and to 
which the Association intends to 
react as its duty is. 

INITIATIVE 
Central London Branch of the 

Association is to take the initia-
tive in a new campaign which it 
is hoped will snowball throughout 
England, and perhaps spread to 
Scotland and Wales. 

The idea is to call local confer-
ences in different parts of the 
country, and to invite to fchem 
representatives of British .demo-
cratic organisations. *. • 

Already Hampstaad Young Libe-
rals and other youth organisations 

SEAN 

MANCHESTER 
SALES CRUX 

r p H I S may be the last month the 
"Irish Democrat" is on sale in 

Manchester. 

Reason? The sales have been on 
the shoulders of one man, Michael 
Crowe, for some time past. 

Now Mr. Crowe is moving to 
Sunderland where he will continue 
his efforts on behalf of Ireland. 

But who is going to take over his 
work in Manchester? So f a r nobody 
has come forward. 

It may be possible to mainta in a 
limited sale by volunteers from 
Liverpool; but since British Rail 
started running down communica 
tlons between the two cities i t is 
becoming very hard to get home 
late at night. 

Will one of our readers or sup-
porters, or better still several of 
them come forward, and help a s to 
keep the "Democrat's" flag flying In 
Manchester. Communicate with 383 
Grays Inn Road, London. 

in Camden have undertaken to 
join with the Association in poster 
parades. They see the struggle for 
Irish independence as on a par 
with the struggle against the dis-
graceful war in Vietnam. 

CONFERENCE 
In order to get the new campaign 

under way Central London Con-
nolly Association is calling a con-
ference on September 11th of 
interested organisations in the two 
central boroughs of Camden and 
Islington. 

This will, it is hoped, be followed 
by similar gatherings in Brent and 
Hammersmith. 

Accent will be on action. The 
purpose of the gatherings will be 
to plan action. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
The campaign will then be taken 

further afield. Already Sean Red-
mond is booked to address a con-
ference in Wolverhampton, called 
on the initiative of the Young 
Communists, but with the co-
operation of Young Labour, Young 
Liberals and Clann na hEireann. 

He is also organising a meeting 
in Coventry early in September. 

The Movement for Colonial Free-
dom has agreed to make its annual 
meeting a t the Labour Party Con-
ference a demonstration for civil 
rights in the six counties, and for 
freedom for Ireland. 

One of the speakers is 8ean 
Redmond, general secretary o t the 
Connolly Association. F lans are 
also under way for a Scottish con-
ference at the end of February, 
1969. 

The Association will shortly be 
issuing an appeal for f u n d s to 
carry through this campaign. 

APPEAL FOR 
DERRY HOUSING 

PRISONERS 
A LETTER has been received 

from Mr. G. p. ODoher ty t f 
the Derry Bousing Action Commit-
tee, requesting urgent solidarity 
action to secure the release from 
imprisonment of two yoong people 
who refused to sign a bail bond to 
refrain f rom further political agita-
tion. 

They are Niall O'DonneU and 
Rod die Carlln, both twenty years 
old, and both serving one month 's 
imprisonment In Crumlin Road Jail. 

Resolutions of protest should be 
sent to Oaptaln Terence OWtttl, 
Stormont, Belfast, copies should be 
sent to the "Irish Democrat* for 
publication 
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WAUS1 CLAIM 
HELPS YOU 
THE engineering employers, that 

hard-faced reactionary body, 
has consistently operated a policy 
of introducing modern labour-
saving techniques in engineering 
workshops, but it has resisted the 
unions' claims for shorter hours 
and increased pay. The employers 
are notorious for the ruthless way 
in which they deal with any attempt 
to curtail their bitter exploitation of 
the workers. Their attitude was 
clearly demonstrated in the cruel 
lockouts in 1897 and 1922. 

The present situation is once 
again facing the unions with the 
employers' challenge. The national 
minimum rate for a skilled engineer 
is £12 17s. 8d. For almost five years 
the engineering workers have only 
had two straight national wage in-
creases making 10/- in total. 

The unions therefore submitted a 
claim on October 31st, 1957, for a 
new agreement embodying substan-
tial improvements for their mem-
bers. The employers, in their time-
honoured way, have succeeded in 
procrastinating and have dragged 
out the negotiations. 

The unions' claim concentrat'ed 
on;— 
(f)1 Ah immediate general increase 

i i r wages. 
(2) immediate payment of a £15 

a weekskffled rate, rising to £20 
after three years. Semi-skilled 
and unskilled workers to be 
correspondingly increased. 

(3) Three weeks" annual holiday 
with pay. 

(4) Equal pay for equal work for 
women workers. 

In replying, the employers sub-
mitted what was in effect a counter 
claJwi. They wanted what they 
called, "the more efficient use of 
manpower" t ^ method study, work 

mt 
EDMUND FROW 

(Manchester A.E.F.W.) 

Success story from County Cork 
P R O M time to time in Cork we 
* are subjected to this dreary 

monologue from local and imported 
tycoons of the glory of private 
enterprise, against state-run com-
panies. Here in Haulbowline island, 
off Cobh, in the mouth of Cork Har-
bour we have "Irish Steel Holdings." 
In the terms of both national and 
local development the steel in-
dustry as reconstituted in 1947 
proved a success. Employment from 
a fitfffite of 250 in the first year of 
opttfetion has increased to approxi-
mately 800, and turnover, which in 
196f> Was more than £4.000,000 has 
duritoff the five-year period since 
1968' amounted to £15,000,000 of 
which £3,000,000 were exports to 
many near and distant parts of the 
world. 

According to statements by the 
Chairman of the holdings, progress 
was being maintained in 1968, both 
in output and trading profits already 
by 1958 it was apparent that pro-
ductive gapacity would have to be 
increased. A broad scheme for ex-
pansion of steel making and rolling 
facilities was approved by the gov-
ernment in the following year and 
state capital was made available for 
its implementation. 

The scheme for expansion in-
volved the erection of a 110 k.v. 
electricity supply from Cork to 
Haulbowline via Raffeen. This 

measurement and job evaluation to-
gether with a new agreement on 
paymen t * t « i l t t r . doubt th i s 
would eliminate the most important 
clause in the present agreement 
wlfe tey the pieee-WorK pflces a re 
fljftd by mutual agreement between 
the- man concerned and the rate-

An employer's paradise could be 
created 11 m e n were compelled to 
wbrk'piece-wark on times and prices 
aitfftMMf flXed'by the emproyers 
under t h e guise of scientific work-
study operated by their lackies. 

Other proposals of the employers 
M M for mobility, flexibility and 
the transfer of labour within a n 
establishment together with restric-
tions on bargaining at factory level, 
tltti>v<sr£tll principle being tha t any 
cfctfni'which increased costs would 
not be conceded. For all this they 
were prepared to make very small 
lfiofeases in the basic wage. 

Employers* Federation always 
WHpt Its eye on the main objective 
wWeh Js t h e maximum profit f rom 
the most intense exploitation of the 
workers. Their success is shown by 
the following table of comparable 
pMfltKItt recent years. 

aeneral Electric 
Company 

A.E.I.-

1983/64 1966/6T 

£8.0 £20.7 
413.1 

A Nettleford 

iSKWffir̂  
(Figures taken 

resented!'to^ the 

£26.0 

CM 
from ,the 

e m ^ a i - t o y 
JhipbuflcJlng 

£32.6 
I f f i ' 
si.fr 
case 
the 

ConfederStibiri of BhipbuMng" and 
Engineering Unions. Page 35. Table 
6r: , 

WfiM'uttw? 
Otilflttttlly t h e engineering untonB 

hfcW.to take u p the cudgWs and d o ' 
taMft.- A campaign must be ' 

" to fioMiitv that! every en-
olkfer understands the 

fa t t f f teiict- the pubtte gene-
know what the case Is abont. 

Tto* meat powerful weapons in the 
a o w u r y oI t he workers must be 
b f i eeb t into u n . Every worker 
• n u t lie brought in to the s t r tvgl* 
to ofctaln a just wage from the em-

cMf 
wages front for att 

The Gulf Oil 
taofceach 

'°T*HE first trans-world tour by 
an Irish Taoiseach," eulo-

gized' the "Irish Press", refer-
ring to Mr. Jack Lynch's trip 
round the world to Japan to 
launch the world's biggest 
tanker, Universe Ireland, that 
is to sail into Bantry Bay in 
October next. 

The Taoiseach's trip, however, is 
ne independent sortie in search of 
trade or diplomatic gain. It is a 
publicity trip -financed and orga-
nised by Gulf Oil—one of the big-
gest monopolies of the capitalist 
world, who have good reason to be 
grateful to Mr. Lynch's government 
for allowing1 i t to pull off the bar-
gain it has made in Bftntry Bay. 

Visitors to the Bantry area this 
summer will ,see the gigantic mon-
strosities Gulf Oil have planted .on 
Whiddy Island in the centre of the 
bay to stttte this oil. T h e halt-mile-
long tankers wiQ brlhg t h e oil from 
the Persian Gulf around the coast 
of Africa, by-palsing the Suez 
Canal, to Bantry Bay, which is the 
largest deep-water harbour In Wes-
tern Europe. Prom there It will 
be transferred to numerous smaller 
tankers and distributed around the 
Continent. 

r p E O P I E in Bantry, who initially 
welcomed the idea and who 

have done well out of the construc-
tion work on Whiddy, are coming 
round to thinking now tha t they 
have bought a pig in a poke. Gulf 
Oil got the island land for a few 
thousand pounds—mere peanuts to 
pne of the world's largest compa-
nies—but Bantry now sees itself 
permanently threatened by an ever-
present danger of oil spillage or 
seepage that could ruin the million-
pound tourist industry. 

A Torrey Canyon-type accident 
off one of the wildest coasts of 
Europe could leave oil for decades 
in the deep bays of the south-west 
coast, for the prevailing winds 
would keep it there. With all the 
to-ing and fro-ing of oil-tankers 
this is not an unlikely prospect 
at some time or other. 

If the Government insisted that 
some of the oil be processed on 
Whiddy, and used as the basis for 
a chemical or plastics industry, 
there would be some compensation. 
T&e Government; has no such plan, 
however. Permanent employment 
on the Installations will be for only 
a few doMn men, for it is to be 
a storage defcot only, while the 

Krfwaeh newspaper publicity 
f # tMNMqr » boWH> o f champagne 

tN4"*MM» of the- tanker in 
Tokyo. 

scheme was substantially completed 
in 1963 and the plant now installed 
enables the holdings to produce 
ingots, blooms, billets, sections, mer-
chant bars, wire rod and galvanised 
sheet. 

I T H E finished products are the raw 
J- materials for the civil engineer-
ing, building, structural and manu-
facturing industries. Lack of space 
has long been a problem, even with 
considerable reclamations. With the 
possibility of a bridge connection to 
the mainland in mind, the holdings 
purchased land at Paddy's Block 
and at Ringaskiddv to cater for its 
long-term needs and provide suitable 
location for ancillary developments. 
Apart from shortage of space, the 
island location created problems in 
recruiting and retaining labour, and 
extra costs had to be incurred in 
contracting for ferry service. 

About 40 per cent of the workers 
now cross over by the bridge. Again 
the double handling of materials, 
such as scrap, limestone, coke and 
coke breeze, sand, gravel, cement 
acid and general stores, which were 
fur ther added costs are now sub-
stantially eliminated by the bridge, 
benefits in the distribution of pro-
ducts to the home market also ac-
crue with direct access for custo-
mers' lorries. Access by bridge, 
fur ther enhances the value of the 
well-equipped dock installations in 
Haulbowline, particularly the Spen-
cer Jet ty at the dock entrance, im-
proved in recent years to accommo-
date deep-draught vessels import-

A SMASHING de fea t for 
Fianna Fftil by t h e f a rmer s 

of Ireland. Such was the re-
su l t of the elections to the 
National Beetgrowers' Associa-
t ion in which-the Fianna Fail-
backed candidates were badly 
beaten and the candidates of the 
National Farmers' Association 
—with whom ' the Government 
h a d been waging a three-year 
cold w a r — s t f ^ U t e board. 

Such prominent Fianna Pail sup-
porters as Martih Corry of Cork 
and Robert Lahifie of Galway went 
down before the N.F.A. candidates. 
I t is a sign that a major section 

Cousins union 
knock Stormont 
r n i t E British Race Relations Act, 

outlawing racial discrimina-
tion, should be extended to include 
religion and made to cover Northern 
Ireland, according to a resolution 
passed at the recent annual con-
ference of the Irish section of the 
Amalgamated Transport and Gene-
ral Workers' Union in Cork Mr. 
Prank Cousins, general secretary of 
the union, presided. 

The resolution was proposed by 
Mr. P. Webb of Belfast who said 
that the British Government, after 
48 years of Unionist rule in 
Northern Ireland, should be well 
able to Judge whether similar legis-
lation to that in Britain was 
needed to deal with the unhealthy 
situation in the North. It was the 
proud boast of many, he said, that 
Northern Ireland was part of the 
United Kingdom. "Can those who 
so boast be so proud of its reputa-
tion as ft place of bigotry and dis-
crimination?" he as(ced. 

The Irish regional committee of 
the union also decided to affiliate 
to the Irish Labour Party in the 
South and to the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party in t W North, on the 
motion of the Belfast branch. 

The A.T.G.W.U. is also on record 
against the provisions of the Dub-
lin Government's Criminal Justice 
iBffl restricting the' rights of public 
protest and demonsttrtrtlon and the 
coWWreiricfe called fof the repeal or 
itnefcletetrteity (Special Provisions) 
Art, whlfch'mftkee it unlawful to 

ipiekrt E.d.%."premises' In pursuance 
I of a trade dispute. 

ing bulk commodities, such as oil 
and pig iron and exporting the hold-
ings' products. 
V O W let's go back to private en-

terprise. "Irish Steel." In 
1938 on the initiative of the late 
Davy Frame of the Hammond Lane 
Foundry, Dublin, a prominent 
figure in Irish Industry, a private 
enterprise, the Haulbowline Steel 
Syndicate, leased about 10 acres in 
the centre part of the island, 
bounded on the east by the west 
wall of the dock. This enterprise 
evolved into a public company, as 
Irish Steel Ltd., which undertook 
the clearance of the site of the old 
dockyard buildings. A gas cleaning 
plant was set up in 1940 also open-
hearth furnaces in the year 1944 to 
1946, with the aid of a government 
guaranteed loan. It was found im-
possible to carry on and the com-
pany was placed in the hand of a 
receiver who offered it for sale as 
a going concern. There being no 
takers, the Government decided to 
maintain this important industry 
for the sake of the country's 
economy and the local employment 
and in June 1947, formed the state 
company we now know as Irish 
Steel Holdings Limited which 
bought the assets from the receiver 
and entered into business as Steel-
makers and rollers of finished bars. 

What more proof do we need of 
this myth about private enterprise. 
Isn't this an indictment of capital-
ism as far as this county is con-
cerned. And Cork should be a 
guide line for the rest of Ireland. 

JIM 
BY 
SAVAGE 

rr 

of Ireland's small and middle-sized 
farmers have swung decisively be-
hind the NP.A. and are sick to 
death of the Government's agricul-
tural policy. 

By dint of patient work and 
steady leadership over the past de-
cade the N.F.A. has won the s u p -
port of the greater part of the 
farmteg community. Fianna-Fail 
has watched its r i te with fear, for 
this was an independent body in 
n o way under the party's thumb. 
It has acted 'independently1 in the 
political field and has eschewed sur-
rendering its independence to either 
of the main parties. 

First of all under the leadership 
of Mr. Rickard Deasy, who led the 
farmers' rights campaign and the 
sit-down strike outside the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and now under 
Mr. T. J. Maher, the N.F.A. has 
put the need of pushing the farm-
ers' demands first and party poli-
tics second. 

SPHERE is irony in the election 
result for Fianna Fail. The 

Beetgrowers' elections were held 
under the so-called "straight-vote" 
system which Fianna Fail wants 
to impose on the country in the 
October referendum to abolish P R . 
Under this system the N.F.A. got 
56 seats with 19.000 or so votes, 
while the Fianna Fail-backed beet-
growers only got three seats with 
11,000 votes. This shows the kind 
of result tljat is possible under the 
"straight-vote" system and is 
Fianna Fail hoist with its own 
petard. 

Siren voices are now urging the 
N.F.A. to enter politics directly in 
its own right by sponsoring a Far-
mers' Party. The NP.A. could 
probably get several deputies elec-
ted in farming constituencies if it 
wished to throw its weight behind 
them. It is unlikely, however, that 
the N.F.A. will wish to revive the 
abortive Clann na talmhan idea. It 
would have a lot more Influence on 
the farmers' behalf as an indepen-
dent pressure group. 

An interesting development, how-
ever, has been an official meeting 
between the leadership of the N.F.A. 
under Mr. Maher and a delegation 
from- the Labour party, under Mr. 
Corish, to dttcuss matters of com-
mon Interest, NO details have 
emerged, but this- must be the first 
time such a meeting between the 
country's main farming organisa-
tion and the leadership of the 
Labour Patty has taken place. It 
shouTd cause- the Government some 
alarm 

KERRY BECOMING 
"LITTLE GERMANY 

T/^ERRY COUNTY COUNCIL 
have got very worried about all 

the land buying by foreigners, in 
particular Germans, along the 
beautiful coasts of the "Kingdom." 
Much attention was paid to a map ' 
recently published in the "Irish 
Times" showing the extent of this. 
Wealthy Germans from Frankfur t , 
Dusseldorf and Munich have 
seemingly collared some of the most 
eye-catching scenery around Sneem, 
Caherdaniel and Waterville, which 
they propose to "develop" and sell 
off at a big profit to fellow Ger-
mans. 

A pattern h a s emerged whereby 
individual purchasers buy small 
pieces of land all over the county in 
a systematic way. They pay good 
prices by Kerry standards, but get 
the land for a song judging by 
prices for comparable land in their 
own country. They will cash in on 
their bargains in the next few 
years when more and more con-
tinentals will fly to West Kerry and 
the West of Ireland generally to get 
away from the mad rush of the 
European cities. 

The demand is being raised for 
strict public control of land sales 
in amenity areas of the importance 
of West Kerry. Otherwise the t ime 
will come when the most beautiful 
and important land of the country 
will no longer be under Irish con-
trol. 

LENIHANS BAD 
ADVICE USED 
BY Li 

IN ELI 
\ T R . BRIAN' LEgt&AN'S advice 

to the Scots and the Welsh to 
stay contented with membership of 
the United Kingdom has certainly 
proved handy to the Tories and the 
Labour Party in Wales. 

In the Caerphilly by-election, 
which Labour narrowly won against 
the Nationalists, the Plaid Cymru 
had been stressing various advan-
tages • of having political inde-
pendence, quoting examples from 
the Twenty Six County State. The 
Labour candidate, however, brought 
out a pamphlet which quoted 
liberally f r o m M r . Lenihan's 
notorious interview with the "Daily 
Telegraph." For example as fol-
lows: "A fall in the standard of 
living in Scotland and Wales would 
be the inevitable price of a declara-
tion of independence from England, 
extreme nationalists in Scotland 
and Wales are warned by members 
of the Governments of both 
Northern Ireland and Eire." 

And so Mr. Lenlhan joins Cap-
tain O'Neill and Mr. Harold Wilson 
in confronting the independence 
movement in Scotland and Wales. 
He is in goodly company. No doubt 
he is rueing the day he gave tha t 
interview, but his "friends," not to 
speak of his enemies, will ncf let 
him forget it for years. 

RARE MITAL FOUND 
iy|"ORB mineral wealth discovered 

X in Ireland. This time it is 
mercury, the valuable material 
whose heavy silver globules you find 
in barometers and thermometers, 
but which has countless other in-
dustrial uses. I t is indeed one of the 
few metals which has Indications of 
being exhausted in the near fu ture 
unless important new mines are 
discovered. At present over two-
thirds of the mercury supply in the 
Western world comes from tw« 
sources in Spain and Italy, which 
shows the Importance of the Irish 
find. 

The mercury ore was discovered 
at the Gortdruxn mine, Co. Tlp-
perary. News of it reached Dublin 
when It was announced on t h » 
Toronto Stock Exchange, where Out 
shares for Oor tdrum are quoted brj* 
i ts Canadian owners. 

Toronto) mind you! Who spoke of 
neo-colonlall«m? 
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THREi PRONGS 
J T is good news that the cam-

paign for civil rights inside the 
six counties is now moving into a 
new more militant phase. 

That it is a wholly local and 
natural growth is shown by the 
fact that it has won support all 
along the line from republicans to 
members of the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party. 

Its vital requirement is the build-
ing of a wide mass basis, and all 
sections composing it will need to 
exercise the greatest care and 
responsibility to see that nothing is 
introduced which might cause divi-
sion or threaten the growth of 
unity. 

There is a possible danger that 
enthusiasts outside the six coun-
ties may feel impatient, but there 
is still much sense in the principle 
of one thing at a time. 

The civil rights agitation can 
create the mass basis for an alter-
native government. That alterna-
tive government will then face the 
imperialists of London with a man-
date in their hands. The whole 
constitutional apparatus might be 
rapidly revised, with a united Ire-
land as its end point. 

The main object of attack for the 
six-county movement is obviously 
the six-county Government. If and 
when it replaces that Government, 
of course, it will still have the im-
perial Government to face. And there 
is no reason why in the course of 
bringing pressure to bear on the six-
county Government it should not 

-avail of the fact that the imperial 
Government is in overall control, 
and that the imperial Government 
is open to pressure also. But there 
should be no illusions here. The 
imperial Government is an enemy 
of the people of North-east Ireland, 
er it would not be there. Anything 
goocl it may ever do, will be either 
incidentally in pursuing policies 
which run counter to local unionist 
interests, or under pressure from 
the democratic movement in 
Britain. 

The most important place for the 
Struggle against mis-government 
a n d partition is unquestionably the 
six counties themselves. If no comr 
plaint is made there, then all out-
side support becomes an absurdity. 

-But nevertheless the prooess of 
democratisation can be a very pro-
tracted business if the people of the 
six counties receive no support from 
outside. And the two plaoes from 
which they are entitled to expect it 
ara first the twenty-six counties, 
and second Britain. 

To be perfectly frank we do not 
think that the job of our friends in 
the Leinster House area is merely 
to cross the border, perform acts of 
protest possibly beyond the imme-
diate resources of the local people, 
and then to retire. This has its 
p i iM but there is a good old prin-
ciple, one state one movement. The 
main job of the twenty-six county 
democrats in this oonnectlon is to 
•nd the position where the leader 
of the Dublin Government galli-
vants round the world to boost the 
oilmen, and is too busy to protect 
Ms fallow-oountrymen and co-
religionists in the occupied area of 
his own country. 

Tita position should never have 
arisen. It may perhaps be partly 
a side-effect of a widespread 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

WORLD COMMENTARY By PAT DEVINE 

Legalizing the murder of patriots 
j HERE is a moment in his-

tory, associated with yrea t 
events, as they happen, w h e n 
men and women of all shades 
ol opinion, creeds and colours, 
and political philosophy, mus t 
call a halt to bruta l murder and 
oppression, even if pe rpe t r a t ed 
by their friends, and/or "kith 
and kin.'' 

That moment i.s now. 
The illegal Smith government in 

Rhodesia put 32 African liberation 
fighters in court charged with 
bringing "weapons of war" into 
Rhodesia. 

The defendants claimed that the 
Smith government was illegal and 
had no right to try them. The 
British Commonwealth Secretary 
said that the court at which they 
were tried had no validity as it is 
in conflict with the 1961 Constitu-
tion which specifies that the final 
court of appeal is the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council in 
London. 

In the Salisbury High Court Mr. 
Justice Davies ruled that judgments 
by the Privy Council were no longer 
binding on the Rhodesian courts. 

He then sentenced the 32 defen-
dants to death. 

If this villainous act is not re-
versed, there are over a hundred 
other guerrilla fighters in Rhodesian 
prisons who will suffer the same 
fate. 

SHADES OF EMMET 
In face of this sentence the 

prisoners stood erect in court or 
sang freedom songs, and shouted 
nationalist .slogans, even as they 
were being pushed barefooted and 
handcuffed down to the prison cells. 

Unafraid, many of them made 
political speeches. 

"As we stand here,'' one said, "the 
people are fighting so everyone can 
enjoy life in Rhodesia. 

"Harsh sentences, and the hang-

Ii COW Us. 
•r. Wliut-
shall con-

ing of our people w: 
It will only make us 
ever happens to mo 
tinue fighting." 

Another said: "I welcome the 
death sentence. I am prepared to 
sacrifice my life for Zimbabwe—my 
spirit will continue to fight with 
the Zimbabwe peopie." 

The judge was denounced by an-
other, who said: "You don't want 
to listen to the African. You don't 
want to listen to the Privy Council. 
Who are you going to listen to? 
When you go to heaven you will 
find us there and we will continue 
asking you these questions." 

In other speeches the judge was 
told he was "going to stand trial in 
future for assisting the illegal 
regime in trying us.' 

"It is Smith and his terrorist 
government who should have been 
on trial. . . . It 's exactly like your 
brother Hitler said, that the black 
man shall not be left in this world, 
except his statue." 

Asking for permission to call a 
Press conference before he died, a 
prisoner said:— 

"I am pleased that I am going 
to be told by an illegal regime that 
I am going to be sentenced to death. 
I am not afraid of death. My 
name will be respected in history." 

SUPPORT THE PATRIOTS 
In face of the growing guerrilla 

movement and the heroism shown 
by its members the British Govern-
ment still takes no military action 
against the Smith Fascist white 
planters. 

However, many M.P.s. are de-
manding action and some Govern-
ment spokesmen have said armed 
action can no longer be ruled out 
absolutely. 

On Sunday, July 2£th, at a con-
ference called by the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, to which the 

Connolly Assoc iation 
passed a resolution 
that it: — 

' l i Declares it full support lor the 
struggle ol the Rhodt.Siiin people 
for freedom and democracy; 

iI'i Urges the British Government 
to recognise the legitimate aims 
of the guerrilla fighters who 
have taken up arms as the only 
means available to them to 
overthrow the illegal and 
vicious police state: 

(3i Calls on the British Government 
to request the United Nations 
to provide adequate means for 
enforcement of its resolutions 
against both Rhodesia itself and 
those states which are flouting 
these resolutions; 

(4) Demands that both the British 
Government and the United 
Nations should provide the 
maximum possible support for 
Zambia and all those who are 
struggling for the overthrow of 

* affiliated, the illegr.l reuime and the insti-
hicii stated tut ion of democratic majority 

rulers. 
A telling point was made by the 

o.jener of the discussion. Air. Robert 
Sutcliffe. Fellow of Je.sus College, 
Oxford, when he reminded the con-
ference that 4,500,000 Africans in 
Rhodesia had an average income 
of £27 a year and the 232,000 whites 
had an average income of £535— 
more than 20 times as much. 

No wonder the Smith Fascists, 
supported by Sir Alec Douglas 
Hmne, Mr. Maudling, Mr. Duncan 
SaHdys. Lord Salisbury and others 
want to keep their greedy, grisly 
hands on power in Rhodesia. 

But it cannot be for long now. 
The Rhodesian people, supported 
by world democrats, will' win. It 
may mean some bloody battles. It 
could be quickly over, however. 
The supposedly soiid support would 
soon melt away if the British Gov-
ernment followed the line of the 
Movement for Colonial Freedom. 

BACKGROUND TO CZECH CRISIS 
WAS IT FEAR OF GERMANY ? 

By OBSERVER 
J^EW Irish people will dis-

agree that the sooner the 
troops of the Warsaw Pact 
countries can leave the soil of 
Czechoslovakia the be t ter for 
all concerned. 

The czechs are entitled to their 
own independent State like any 
other nation. The five Warsaw 
Pact countries are committed to 
the principle of the self-determina-
tion of nations, and have expressed 
themselves in favour of it on 
many occasions. 

BIG CONNOLLY EVENT IN MELBOURNE 
^ H E commemoration of James 

Connolly's centenary birth-
year was held at Unity Hall, 
Melbourne, the Victoria head-
quarters of the Australian Rail-
ways Union, on May 31st, and 
was attended by an enthusiastic 
gathering of around 150 people. 

An impressive tribute to Ireland's 
socialist republican martyr, and 
greatest son of Labour, was en 
hanced by the fact, that it was the 
first public recognition of James 
Connolly in Australia. 

T h e guest speaker was Mr. Arthur 
Calwell, M.H.R., who was piped into 
the hall, and commenced his 
address in Gaelic. He spoke on the 
reaction in Australia to the Rising, 
and paid a tribute to Connolly and 
the heroic men and women who 
fought aiid died in 1916, for Ireland 
a Nation. Referring to his last visit 
to Ireland, at the time of the Yeats 
Festival, he noted with regret the 
supremacy still of capitalist politi-

THE BURLY MYSTERY MEN 
f r j H E Y were big and they were 

burly, the two men who 
came to Central London Con-
nolly Association. 

They said they were two Welsh-
men on a few days holiday in 
Loudon. But they had not a trace 
of a Welsh accent. They were tall, 
blonde, and wore good stout shoes. 

What had set them looking for 
the C.A.? They said they had 
heard Desmond Greaves lecture to 
the Celtic Youth Congress in 
Bangor, and thought they mighi 
hear him again. 

And they had been told of the 
meeting at the Welsh Hall further 
down Grays Inn Road, which 
seemed to us unlikely 

But when Chairman Joe Deighan 
introduced the "Cymru" they were 
puzzled at the word. Perhaps they 
thought it was Gaelic for Bratha-
doir. 

In the course of the discussion 
they brought up the question of 
physical force and w o n d e r e d 
whether the Association would 
ronsider it a good plan to invade 
the six counties and take back the 
territory county by county. 

They wouldn't give their names, 
but they asflPd several members 
what their names were. 

We wonder who the devil they 
c ould be. 

Anyway, the branch i.s buying a 
visitors' book. 

[lave any Irishmen been attend-
ing Welsh meetings lately? 

cal parties, which was hindering the 
development of a fully democratic 
Republic. 

r p H E Secretary of the Connolly As-
sociation of Australia (Vic.), 

Mr. Frank Kearney, chaired the 
function, and spoke on the aims of 
the Association. He referred to the 
relevance of Connolly's thinking in 
the present Irish situation, and also 
to the need generally, of developing 
the spirit of his anti-sectarian 
approach to social and political 
problems. 

Mr. J. Garvey, Acting President, 
taking the place of Dr. Ian Turner 
of Monash University, gave a resume 
of Connolly's life and times, and 
stressed his contribution to Irish 
socialism, in composing the ele-
ments of national identity and 
social emancipation. 

A historical revue, using dialogue 
and song, recalled epic events in 
the struggle for Irish freedom, 
leading up to the Easter Rebellion, 
and declaimed the achievements of 
Connolly's great democratic fore-
runners, Tone, Emmet, Mitchell, 
Lalor etc. 

Irish-descended Mr. Len Dowdle 
of Melbourne's New Theatre, ar-
ranged and narrated the revue, 
assisted by the Victorian Folk 
Society's Bush Band and balladLsts. 

H Z. HONOURS 
CONNOLLY 

(TVTEW8 has just come through of 
' the successful social and talk 

held by the New Zealand Connolly 
Association on June 29th. It was 
attended by Mr. Eddie Isby. sec-
retary of the Auckland Waterside 
Workers' Union, who gave a brief 
story of Connolly's life. 

The Association won a large num-
ber of new members as a result of 
the commemoration. 

The secertary of the Association 
is Mr. Thomas Daherty and the 
president Is Danny McPeak and the 
chairman Is James O'Dea. 

The-IDipes, step-dancing, Ir ish and 
Australian traditional songs, and 
refreshments, all contributed to a 
spirited Irish - Australian atmos-
phere. 

r P H E Connolly Association of 
Australia is heartened by the 

successful function, with i ts con-
tact with a new public and poten-
tial recruits, and also a good sale of 
literature. I t is confident t h a t the 
event will further extend i ts work 
in making known the life and 
writings of the immortal James 
Connolly. 

Two resolutions were accepted by 
the gathering, (a) Protest on the 
"Irish Question." <b) Protesting a t 
the ill-treatment of a conscientious 
objector, Simon Townsend, by the 
Australian military authorities. 
Townsend was conscripted for 
Vietnam. 

The C.A. was honoured by the 
attendance of Arthur Calwell, 
former leader of the Labour Oppo-
sition. He has further distinguished 
himself in declaring his uncom-
promising opposition to the bar-
barous Vietnam commitment, which 
has incurred vicious hostility here. 
He was the victim of an a t tempted 
assassination about three years ago. 

The blending of Irish rebel and 
Australian folk songs in our 
tribute we believe, will be valuable 
in forwarding an Irish-Australian 
folk tradition movement developing 
here, amongst young progressive 
people. 

What can it be that seems to 
over-ride it now? 

Q B V I O U S L Y there must be 
some reason. Something must 

have presented itself to their 
minds w h i c h completely out-
weighed and negatived the force 
of national rights. That something 
cannot be a mere bagatelle. It 
must be of primary importance in 
their whole thinking. The question 
is what can it be? 

Of course one could speculate 
for hours. But the most imme-
diate thing that springs to mind 
is a simple one—fear of Germany. 
It could be that the Russians, 
who lost twenty million men in the 
last war, are afraid tha t develop-
ments in Czechoslovakia might 
render possible a resumption of 
Germany's drive to the east. They 
will not listen to anybody who 
assures them that this is not so, 
since they are resolve^ tha t no 
matter what the cost, internation-
ally, nationally, diplomatically or 
e c o n o m i c a l l y , that shall not 
happen. 

Whether this is their calculation 
will ' doubtless emerge in due 
course. 

It is said tha t whoever controls 
Bohemia, heartland of Czechoslo-
vakia, dominates Eurojfe. I t is 
common knowledge tha t Czecho-
slovakia was one of the succession 
states created by the peace treaties 
that ended the 1914-18 war. I t was 
established partly as a balance to 
Germany, and partly also as a 
section of the "cordon sanitaire" 
that was to hold Russian Com-
munism away from a Germany 
where revolution might erupt at 
any time. 

W HEN Germany became Fas-
cist t h e cordon was wanted 

no longer. Indeed if It was out of 
the way Hitler might be tempted 
to go into the Russian backgarden 
instead of t ha t of the British or 
French. So In August 1938 Britain 
and France at Munich handed 
over Czechoslovakia to Hitler on a 
plate He then controlled the most 
strategic area of Europe and put 
it to good use against the Russians 
and Poles. 

(C«*UMMd on H m Eight) 

JOIN THE CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
F I L L IN THIS I 

Please send me full particulars of how, I can Join the 
Connolly Association. 

Name 

Address 

j:ut , out and post to M 3 p r a y s Inn R o a d , l ^ d o n , W-C.l. 

I 
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NORTHERN IRELAND-NOT ANOTHER FIFTY YEARS! 
I T is the intention of the 

Northern Ireland Unionist 
Party using all resources of 
government, t o s t a g e their 
biggest - e v e r show in 1970, 
allegedly giving an account of 
the 50 years of Northern Ire-
land as a "State." The real 
intention is to give, not the 
account of a State, but to 
glorify the Unionist Party and, 
at the same time, to revive all 
the old shibboleths of political 
and religious bigotry. This aim 
should not surprise anyone 
with even a smattering of 
knowledge about the situation 
in Northern Ireland since 1920 
when Ireland was divided by 
British imperialism. 

The Government of Ireland Act, 
1920, in words, provided for t he 
conditional coming together of t he 
two parts of Ireland. The act ions 
of the British imperialists and 
the i r lackeys in the Unionist Pa r ty 
in Ireland, revealed their real in-
tentions—the perpetual division of 
t he country with both parts sub-
ject to the over-riding economic 
domination by Bri t ish imperialism. 
I n order to ensure that division 
would be permanent , the Unionist 
Party, with the written and un-
wri t ten consent of the rulers of 
Britain, set about the creation of 
conditions in Ireland by which 
Unionist rule and imperialist 
division would be guaranteed. 

Whilst the Northern Ireland 
Government, Unionist, in 1920, was 
forbidden to br ing forward legisla-
t ion expressly providing for religi-
ous discrimination, they were given 
complete control over "home 
affairs." This was taken to mean 
t h a t they would provide "order" 
and ensure "good government." T h e 
first step towards this—keeping 
"good order"—was the passing of 
the now-notorious Special Powers' 

Act, 1922, to remove f rom their 
political opponents all protect ion 
of the ordinary due process of t he 
law, as understood in Britain. 

ft ft ix 

r p H E second step was to ensure 
J - tha t employment, especially by 

the Government and local au thor i -
ties, etc., would be for such per-
sons as were accepted as suppor-
ters of the Unionist Party. (This 
ability to provide jobs in t he public 
sector was much enhanced a f t e r 
the last war when social services 
were extended by a Labour Gov-
ernment in Bri tain, even t h o u g h 
the extension was opposed by the 
Unionist Government and P a r t y 
in Northern Ireland.) 

In the field of private employ-
ment, the same tactic was used 
and, to th is day, there exist f i rms 
where non-Unionists, or Catholics, 
are not employed and, it is alleged, 
in the new industries set u p with 
the taxpayers ' money, the re is 
"accepted" a ra t io of 60 per cent 
Protestant employees and 40 per 
cent Catholic. 

(One of the reasons given by Mr. 
Geoffrey Copcutt, chief consul tant 
for the "new city," Craigavon, for 
his resignation, was t ha t p lann ing 
for jobs, housing, schools, etc., was 
based on this rat io: 60 to 40.) 

If all the above were not suffi-
cient, then the old tactic of the 
pogrom and sectarian bigotry was 
always to hand. This supplied 
many ugly incidents in Nor thern 
Ireland history—in 1935 when, in 
Belfast, Catholic workers and the i r 
families were hunted f rom pillar to 
post. At the Northern Ireland elec-
tion in 1949, called "the chapel col-
lection election," as well as in t he 
imperial general election of 1964 
(the initial incident commenced in 
the West Belfast constituency), 
bigotry and sectarianism was well 
to the fore and had great influence 
on the conduct of the elections and 

its results. In 1966, af ter a very 
pernicious campaign on the p a r t of 
the so-called "defenders of the 
Constitution" (1920 Act) three 
people were murdered and three 
men (Protestants i are serving life 
sentences. 

V V V 

T O preserve the "legal" rule of 
the Unionist Party, ger ryman-

dering became the salient f e a tu r e 
of all electoral registers and, unt i l 
the present year, no electoral boun-
daries had been changed since 
1929. Even in areas like • Derry, 
Strabane, Dungannon, etc., where 
the Catholic (Nationalist) popula-
tion was very much in t he ma jo r i t y 
wards were so set out as to perpetu-
ate the rule of the Unionis ts in 
local councils. In the building of 
houses, since the end of t h e last 
war, the prime object of t he 
Unionists h a s been to sus ta in th is 
position through the medium of 
allocation of houses. 

More blatantly, as in the case of 
Dlrry, a Unionist Council, defying 
the advice of their officials, have 
absolutely refused to move f o r a n 
extension of the city boundary— 
never mind the overcrowding and 
the need for land to build houses 
and provide space for possible new 
industries. 

As if the above were no t enough 
to ensure Unionist control of local 
government, the Unionist Govern-
ment has, ever since 1949, when 
universal suffrage was int roduced 
in Britain, steadfastly re fused to 
allow the vote to all, 21 years and 
over, for local government elections. 

This strikes a t their opponents 
in the working class, Catholic and 
Protestant, Nationalist, Labour, 
Communist and Liberal. F o r t he 
well-to-do there is no problem— 
they can always buy a house—they 
have the money. Not so the 
Catholic and Protes tant working 
class, a l though many have been 
forced to do so—on the never-never 
system—because the same Unionist 

THE CHALLENGE 
by 

OF TODAY 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE BEGINS 
r p H E recent acts of civil dis-

obedience in occupied Ire-
land are the result of years of 
frustration on the part of an 
oppressed minority and is most 
certainly a vote of no confi-
dence in the so-called "liberal" 
Prime Minister, Capt. Terence 
O'Neill. 

In spite of t h e f a c t tha t O'Neill 
has made m a n y speeches calling 
for better communi ty relations, 
north-south co-operation and the 
need for reforms, t h e position as 
regards discr iminat ion in relation 
to jobs, houses a n d voting rights 
remains exactly t h e same as the 
period before he took office still 
t h e Special Powers Act remains in 
the hands of t he Unionist Govern-
men t and has been used on several 
occasions to b a n clubs, publica-
tions, meetings, p a r a d e s and to raid 
homes and premises of individuals 
and organisations which are in 
opposition to t h e Orange/Tory 
regime at S tormont . 

The Unionist P ress has, since 
Captain O'Neill took office, gone to 
great pains to p ro jec t the image 
of a "Liberal" P remie r and until 
recent times succeeded in keeping 
the most mi l i tan t sections of ' t h e 
community silent by giving the 
impression to t he general public 
t ha t sweeping r e f o r m s were Just on 
the doorstep. Now their propa-
ganda no longer works and the 
wind of change which has boon so 
long expected f r o m Stormont is 
now blowing f r o m t h e west and 
may in the near f u t u r e reach hurri-
cane force. 

DERRY CITY 
In the Maiden City of Derry, the 

powers-that-be imposed severe fines 
on those citizens who took part in 
road blocking and sit-down protests 
against the terrible housing condi-
tions in their city. Others were 
bound over to keep the peace for 
two years and a t t he time of writ-
ing two young men are imprisoned 
in Crumlin Road Jai l for t.heir 
p a r t in demanding justice for their 

By 
Finnbar O'Doherty 
city's homeless. One of these was 
led from his home in handcuf fs 
surrounded by a strong force of 
police. Relatives of the prisoners 
report t h a t they are being denied 
their weekly rat ion of cigarettes in 
jail. 

Mr. Kevin Agnew, a prominent 
Republican and civil rights worker, 
defended the major i ty of t he pro-
testers and during the hear ings 
accused the R.U.C. of brutally beat-
ing a sixteen-year-old boy in Vic-
toria Barracks for the terrible 
crime of giving his name in Irish. 
The boy, he told the court, had been 
taken to a doctor for examinat ion 
and sent to Altnagelvin Hospital 
for fur ther examination. Th i s 
youth was one of those who took 
par t in a sit-down protest imme-
diately af ter t he Mayor of Derry, 
CUr. W. Beatty, had officially 
opened the lower deck of Craig-
avon Bridge to traffic. 

After the trials tenants in various 
areas of the city with the permis-
sion of the Derry Housing Action 
Committee of which the defen-
dants were members, took up door 
to door collections to pay the heavy 
fines and legal expenses. Many 
trade unionists took up collections 
in their places of employment and 
trainees and apprentices a t the 
local Government training centre 
gave generously towards paying 
the fine of one of their work-
mates. During the collections a 
petition of contributors is being 
signed stating their support for 
civil disobedience, and will be 
delivered to the Derry Corporation 
Sub-Housing Committee so as to 
prove to the local authorit ies t ha t 
they are not dealing with a small 
minority but w i t h an angry 
majority. 

Among the prominent social 
workers who appeared before the 
court was an English lady, Mrs. 

Jane t Wilcock, who was t h e last 
Labour Pa r ty candidate in Derry 
City. 

Mr. Agnew told the court t h a t 
he had been instructed by his 
clients to offer no apology fo r the i r 
actions, which in their opinion was 
completely justified in a city 
which h a s built only n ine homes* 
in three years, in which R a c h m a n -
ism flourished due to an outdated 
Rent Act, and in which 2,000 
families were desperately in need 
of housing. 

T Y R O N E 
On August 13th, Mr. Austin 

Currie, M P., appeared before Cale-
don Court, arising from a squat-
ting protest against the eviction 
of a family who had taken up resi-
dence a t Kinnai rd Park previously 
because a n unmarried 19-year-old 
girl had been allocated the house. 
The family who had been on the 
housing list for a considerable 
period of t ime took the act ion as 
a protest against the u n j u s t allo-
cation of houses which is based on 
religion and not tn accordance to 
need. Miss Beattie, who h a d been 
allocated t h e house told t he court 
tha t she intended to take u p resi-
dence there with her father , mother 
and two unmarr ied brothers. One 
of her brothers is a Government 
official and another who broke 
down the door of the house with 
a sledge hammer to remove Mr. 
Currie and two companions was a 
constable in the R.UC. She also 
admitted t h a t she was secretary to 
a leading member of the Unionist 
Party. 

A picket of tenants paraded out-
side the court with such slogans as 
"Put Dungannon U.D.C. in t he 

Dock," "Your Right Is Our F igh t" 
and "End Religious Discrimina-
tion." 

The case was thrown out of 
court, as the judge said t h a t the 
action was merely a protest and 
that Mr. Currie and his two 
companions never intended to 
remain in the house for any longer 
than a few hours. 

ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 
(Secretary, Belfast Trades Council) 

local au thor i t ies re fuse to build 
sufficient houses to ren t . I t is all 
sewn up ! 

Cap ta in O'Neill, P r ime Minister, 
has a t t e m p t e d to make much of 
the decision (reluctant) to abolish 
the Universi ty seats ( four for 
Queen's University, Belfas t ) and 
the bus iness vote. Af te r t h e stric-
tures u t t e red by Pr ime Minister 
Wilson in July of th i s year, h is 
s t a tements sound very hollow. The 
business vote was no t a big numeri-
cal fac tor—having its m a i n founda-
tion in t h e "r ight of property 
owners" t o have a bigger say t h a n 
non-property owners ( the vast mass 
of t h e wage and salar ied class, 
Catholic a n d Pro tes tan t ) and the 
University vote was going to run 
into a serious snag: W h a t would 
happen when the new Ulster Uni-
versity was opened in Coleraine? 

Only 52 seats are allowed in the 
Stormont Par l iament u n d e r the 
Government of I re land Act, 1920, 
and how could g radua tes a t Cole-
raine be denied votes and Q.U.B. 
g radua tes be allowed to retain 
theirs? No discriminat ion! 

ft it ft 
O R T H E R N IRELAND, the pup-

pe t s ta te created by Brit ish 
imperialism, comes nea r its first 50 
years of existence. I t s record is 
not a very proud one.- 1 Leaning 
heavily on repressive legislation— 
the Special Powers Act is the 
envy of t he Government of apar t -
heid in South Africa, gerrymander-
ing a n d manipulat ion of t h e elec-
toral regis ter (some qua r t e r of a 
million people are denied t h e vote 
in local government elections), the 
denial of job opportunit ies to all 
in public and private enterprise— 
especially t he former, t he a t t empt 
to c rea te a n "elite" which can be 
expected t o come to t h e aid of 
the Unionis t Pa r ty a n d government 
and, if all else fails, t h e use of 
bigotry a n d sectarianism. 

Despite t h e " fa i r words" of 
Prime Minis ter O'Neill, if h e has 
his way all those means will con-
tinue t o be used in order t o keep 
Unionism in the saddle fo r another 
50 years. 

Th i s canno t be allowed to happen. 
For t h e working class t h e dangers 
are great . Workers in Nor thern 
Ireland have suffered f r o m a posi-
tion where earnings fo r adul t 
male m a n u a l workers a r e never 
less t h a n £ 3 per week below those 
of s imilar workers in Br i ta in . For 
female workers, whose average 
earnings a re only half of those 
earned by male adul t workers in 
Nor thern Ireland—the posi t ion is 
even more scandalous. T h e robbery 
of women here through t h e wage 
packet is astronomical a n d they 
have li t t le need to be t hank fu l 
to t h e industrialists w h o have 
moved i n t o t he area wi th t h e aid 
of g r an t s f r o m the public purse. 

V fc V 
T T NEMPLO YMENT h a s always 

been a fea ture of t h e Northern 
Ireland scene—coupled with its 
ugly twin, emigration. Before the 
last war, when unemployment was 
as h igh as 21 million In Britain, 
and 100,000 in Northern Ire land, or 
10 per cen t of the t h e n Insured 
workers, t h e supporters o t t h e link 
with B r i t a i n may have been able to 
bolster u p a case for such a dread-
ful s i tua t ion . 

Since t h e end of the las t war, and 
during which, for most of t he time, 
workers i n Bri tain have enjoyed 
full employment , Nor thern Ire land 's 
unemployment figure h a s never 
fallen below 30,000 or 7 per cent of 
the very much enhanced Insured 
population. (H.B. Af ter IMS, many 
classes of workers, salar ied persons. 

Government , etc. employees were 

b rough t into the Na t iona l Insurance 
scheme.) 

Br i ta in today does experience 
s o m e unemployment , but its per-
cen tage has never gone over the 
2.8. If Br i ta in h a d a similar per-
cen tage to N o r t h e r n Ireland, the 
figure would be u p w a r d s of the two 
mil l ion mark! 

Nor thern I r e l a n d workers have 
been robbed of employmen t because 
of Unionist policies a n d the total 
r e f u s a l of t h e Government to 
accep t a policy of fu l l employment. 
T h i s h a s borne m o s t heavily on 
those people a n d i n those areas 
whe re there is s t r o n g e s t opposition 
t o t h e Unionists. 

T h e siting of n e w industries has 
raised, for the f i r s t t ime, the cry 
of "industrial a p a r t h e i d " which is 
real ly political a n d job opportu-
n i t y apartheid, a n d , though this 
h a s been chal lenged by the Union-
ists, t h e fact r e m a i n s t h a t there are 
counties where t h e Government 
h a v e shown l i t t le zest in having 
new industries established. In 
o t h e r areas, t he d e m a n d for workers 
Is greater t h a n t h e supply. 

V- V- f-

T N Derry city recent ly , young men 
J - were offered jobs a t a consider-
able distance f r o m their homes. 
T h e men tore u p t h e application 
f o r m s and I n f o r m e d those con-
cerned t h a t t hey w a n t e d work in 
t h e i r home city. W h e n the Brit ish 
Shoe Corporat ion advertised for 
women workers—they are sett ing 
u p a factory i n Derry—over 300 
women turned up . T h e personnel 
officer stated t h a t s h e was "very 
pleased with t h e response." And, 
n o wonder. 

Only 20 were needed immedi-
a te ly! At t he s a m e time, in t h e 
Mid-Ulster area , t h e quest for 
f ema le labour is g r e a t and man-
agemen t s have of fered to provide 
t r anspor t for those w h o would have 
t o travel. 

T h e same story of eagerness for 
work could be to ld of all the "twi-
l i g h t areas," A n d t h e patience of 
t h e people is g rowing very thin. 
Expressing themse lves as only 
w a n t i n g the r i g h t t o work, to be 
decent ly housed, t o h a v e universal 
suf f rage in all e lec t ions and live in 
peace with all t h e i r neighbours, 
t h e y are cons tant ly rebuffed. 

A few, in t h e midd le and upper 
classes, are given s e a t s on Boards, 
etc., or are g iven legal appoint-
m e n t s by the Government . T h e 
l a t t e r does n o t solve t h e problem 
of t h e common people . Nor does it 
h e l p cement t he u n i t y which will be 
m u c h needed In t h e days t ha t lie 
ahead—If we a r e t o prevent a , 
second 50 years of Unionis t rule. 

ft ft ft 

WHEN tbe~Onionis t Government 
realisa4 " ^ I t a t workers in 

Nor the rn I re land w e r e not going to 
r e t u r n to t he H u n g r y Thir t ies and 
t h e t rade union a n d Labour move-
m e n t launched m a n y mass cam-
pa igns to re inforce the i r determi-
na t ion , the G o v e r n m e n t accepted 
t h e necessity, of indus t r i a l develop-
m e n t . l.e., diversification, and the 
creat ion of an in f ras t ruc tu re to 
correspond with s u c h a develop- ' 
m e n t . 

Pr iva te enterprise, as exemplified 
a n d extolled by t h e Unionists, was 
n o t prepared t o d o t h e whole job 
withou t substant ia l aids. Neither 
were they p repa red to .have any 
"interference" w h e n such aid was 
given. Sir Basi l Brooke, Pr ime 
Minister f rom 1043 t o 1963, saw no 
wrong In this concept ion and be-
lieved t h a t there shou ld be, for pri-

vate industry, "maximum assist-
ance and m i n i m u m interference." 

But this proved of no avail as 
local capitalists were not interested 
in industr ial isat ion and didn't have 
t h e "know-how." Unemployment 
still soared a n d workers protested. 

And, in 1963, a coup took place 
in the prec inc ts of Stormont. 
Brooke was deposed, the "young-
ones" took over wi th Capt. O'Neill 
a s Prime Minis ter and Brian Faulk-
ne r as Minister of Commerce. Plans 
were set a foo t to repair the 
" image" of Nor the rn Ireland t ha t 
h a d been created under the Brooke 
administration—especially in his 
t r ea tment of t h e Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions Northern Ireland 
Committee which he had refused 
t o recognise, a s the i r headquarters, 
Brooke stated, "were located in a 
foreign country," i.e., in Dublin. 
Af ter his removal , a battle was 
fough t out in t he higher echelons 
of t he Unionist Pa r ty and Congress 
was recognised. 

•fx ft ft 
f V N E I L L a n d Faulkner set out to 
" encourage t h e big monopolies 
in Britain, F rance , West Germany 
a n d the U.S.A. to open branch 
factories in N o r t h e r n Ireland. 

T h e local capi tal is ts were, more 
or less, counted out. In 1965 an 
"economic p l a n " was launched, 
wi th t he blessing of the leadership 
of the t r a d e union movement 
( they became pa r t , a very vital 
par t , of t he so-called Economic 
Council), which was to cost £900 
million. 

By 1970, half of t h a t sum was to 
be invested by private enterprise 
a n d the rest by t h e .Government. 
But , as with t h e Brown "plan" in 
Britain, t h e Northern I re land 
"plan" came a cropper. Some £160 
million h a s been handed out since 
t h e end of t h e las t war, to private 
industry, main ly f r o m outside Nor-
t h e r n Ireland, which is est imated 
t o have created 65,000 new jobs. At 
t h e same time, over 70,000 jobs were 
lost in other industries. 

Unionist Government policies 
have mean t t h e economy running 
very hard to s tay in the same 
place! Although not quite. T h e 
major i ty of t h e industries, of any 
size, are owned a n d controlled by 
interests outside Northern Ireland. 

T h e distr ibution of goods, and 
some services, is dominated by the 
big monopolies f rom Britain. 
(Marks and Spencers, Littlewoods, 
Bri t ish Home Stores, etc.) And 
now t h e American monopolies are 
moving in In t h i s field. The banks, 
outside the Bel fas t Savings Bank, 
a re controlled f r o m Britain, and, 
like our counte rpar t s in the rest of 
Ireland, we a r e to be "favoured" 
with the first b r a n c h of an Ameri-
can bank, t h e notorious Chase 
Manha t t an . ( t h e r e are banks 
with very Ir ish-sounding names like 
" the Bank of I re land," etc., but it 
Is well-known t h a t banks in t h e 
Republic a re well entwined with 
t h e British bank ing system.) 

Property Interes ts in Br i t a in 
have moved In, in a big way—It Is 
very much so in Belfast , t he capi-
ta l city of N o r t h e r n Ireland. Local 
real estate men, m a n y very weal thy 
have become "t io-tac" men for t h e 
big property in teres ts in L o n d o n 

r p E N S of t housands of 
-L 6 

ft ft ft 
m a n u a l 

and professional workers a r e 
(millions of pounds In debt to Br i -
t i s h building societies, as a r e - t h o s e 

io pay out mill ions per year t o 
tish finance companies for h i r e 
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purchase comimtmi n u 
The wealth of the urea, by way of 

physical assets and profits' earned 
are owned and controlled by foreign 
industrial monopolies, in distribu-
tion, building societies, hire pur-
chase, f inance and banking com-
panies. Profits flow out to other 
countries to enhance their wealth 
after overheads, including wages, 
are accounted for. The savings of 
the people, the last insult, are 
channelled into the coffers of the 
British Treasury. 

Northern Ireland is being bled 
white. If those who own and con-
trol all the above interests, f rom 
whatever motive, decided to move 
out, the a r ea would be left like one 
of the ghost towns of the gold 
rushes in the Klondyke and 
Australia. 

This f e a r may be in the minds of 
the Government—especially af ter 
the dastardly closure of the B.S.R. 
factories by the pugnacious Dr. 
MacDonald. which lef t 2,000 
workers on the streets in Derry— 
but they a re committed to the 
policy of "maximum assistance and 
minimum interference" towards 
private enterprise, whether it is 
native or foreign, and whether or 
not millions of the people's money 
has been expended on tha t "assist-
ance." 

They have set their faces against 
public enterprise in any shape or 
form—even when an industry 
could be carried on after t he pri-
vate owners have decided on 
closure. 

4 4 4 

BUT the fear of such a n eventu-
ality is never far away f rom 

serious s tudents of the situation. 
They know tha t it would not be 
the foreign monopolies who would 
suffer—it would be the common 
people of Northern Ireland. 

And w h a t is to be done? I t will 
be necessary to get an unders tand-
ing of t he real situation. The 
leaders of t h e people must come to 
grips with t he real problem—neo-
colonialism. Because our skins are 
white we need not think t h a t we 

are escaping the fa te of m a n y other 
peoples and their countries m 
Africa, Asia and Latin-America. 

No a m o u n t of si t t ing down with 
the Unionist Government t o "plan 
will do away with t h e concrete 
fact t h a t we have become the vic-
tims of a new "re-conquest" and of 
forces who have no though t for the 
people, t h e fa te of the area, or the 
problems of the Irish people. These 
forces a r e not concerned about in-
dustrial planning or commercial 
development. They are no t inter-
ested in developing and expanding 
our social services or the creation 
of ameni t ies t ha t will m a k e for a 
happy life for present or future 
generations. The blood t h a t runs 
in their veins has all t he hal lmarks 
of the dollar, the pound sterling, 
and the West German Mark. The 
thoughts t ha t they h a v e are all 
bound up with balance sheets and 
profit margins. 

No one can deny t h a t sections of 
the people, even in t h e working 
class, live well. But t h e sum total 
of communi ty wealth a n d commu-
nity building is poor in t h e ex-
treme. Cultural facilities are poor. 
Cities and towns know not the 
hand of the real social p l a n n e r -
plans a re made for the quick and 
speedy conveyance of industrial 
goods, buildings are erected without 
any t h o u g h t of the surroundings or 
archi tectural quality. 

ft ft ft 
T MPERIALIST monopoly being 
' w h a t it is, can only offer, in 

terms of the history of any people, 
a fleeting sense of well-being and 
that to only a comparat ive few. 
The crises tha t have h i t t he capi-
talist na t ions since t h e end of the 
last war will continue and deepen. 

When fu r the r disaster comes, it 
will h i t Nor thern Ireland wi th much 
greater force than those countries 
to which the surplus weal th of the 
area h a s been exported. W e will be 
left wi th our inf ras t ruc ture , etc., 
and the debts incurred .„still 
have to be paid. Already the bur-
dens of the crises of t he economy 
bear heavily on the people in the 
shape of increased taxat ion, in-

creased cost of living, rents and 
services. 

To be able to fight back the 
people will have to resist anti-trade 
union legislation—sponsored by a 
British Labour Government and 
welcomed by a Unionist Govern-
ment—which seeks to end collective 
bargaining and the freedom of the 
t rade union movement. 

We will have to fight against the 
curtailment of the development of 
vital social services. An end will 
have to be made to unemployment 
and emigration by the organisation 
of mass campaigns. 

ft ft ft 
i r p H E R E is an opinion abroad tha t 

the Unionist Government is 
doing all it can to prevent unem-
ployment, etc., and is only being 
held back by a British Labour 
Government and the recurring 
crises of the British economy. This 
opinion has been expressed not 
only in Unionist circles, but also 
in the trade union movement. 

I t has actually been stated by 
trade unionists t ha t the govern-
ment is "doing its best" and "how 
is it possible for them to do any 
more in the present economic 
climate?"! 

In some quarters, the "plans," 
statements and policies of the 
Unionist Government are being 
more or less accepted and no real 
mass fight is being organised to 
prevent the Unionists being accep-
ted, on many questions, as the 
leader and promoter of the chariges 
t ha t have taken place—and the 
Unionists, particularly O'Neill, al-
ways like to hear such praise, espe-
cially when it comes f rom working 
class sources, or even from the 
mouth of a Nationalist who appears 
to see O'Neill as "a reasonable 
man" having to deal with a bunch 
sf "backwoodsmen." 

ft ft ft 

DISCUSSION is needed, at all 
levels, to bring home the grim 

t ru th to the people and explana-
tions will have to be given which 
will show manual and professional 
workers that the Unionist Govern-' 

ment is not our saviour, but will be 
our executioner. 

Now is the t ime to win the 
people. On all sides industrial 
workers are fighting back by way 
of strike action—not yet general, 
but enough to give a n indication of 
their temper. Forces are being 
brought into s t ruggle on social 
services and rents. 

Tenan ts may no t always see t he 
hidden hand of t h e moneylenders, 
but their ire is growing. 

The anger of t he people is 
mounting against the ccntinued 
denial of civil r igh ts and practices 
of discrimination. Those most 
affected are learning to fight back 
and already, in t h e courts, two de-
cisions have been given against the 
Unionist Government . (The first, 
when the magis t ra tes in Maghera-
felt Court dismissed charges against 
two persons alleged to be members 
of a Republican Club and the 
second, the dismissal of charges 
against Mr. Austin Currie, M.P. and 
two others accused of "wilful in tent 
to take possession" of a house i a 
Caledon, Co. Tyrone.) Arrangements 
are in process for a march from 
Coalisland to Dungannon (44 miles) 
where a meeting will be held a t 
which speakers f rom opposition 
parties, including the N.L Labour 
Party, will call for an end to 
discrimination in jobs, housing, 
votes and the repeal of the Special 
Powers Act—on August 24th. 

ft ft ft 

r p H E movement of the people, on 
J - all the issues tha t concern 

them, will have to be welded into 
one mighty stream. I t will have to 
be given a united central leadership. 
There can be no looking for politi-
cal kudos by one or other opposition 
political party. The situation and 
t h e needs of the t ime are much 
too serious for any "playing a t 
politics." Unity of the opposition, 
in the trade union and political 
field, is the only answer if we are 
to prevent the Unionist Party lead-
ing t h e people for another fifty 
years in the wilderness. 

Is it just an internal Irish problem? 
" T H E ques t ion of part i t ion 

• is bas ical ly a m a t t e r 
between t h e G o v e r n m e n t s 
and peoples of the Republ i c 
and the North, but one of the 
most important fronts in the 
the anti-partit ion c a m p a i g n 
was Britain." 
So declared United Ireland 

Association secretary, Mr. Michael 
Casey, in a lecture at the Irish 
Centre in London, according to the 
report in the "Ir ish Independent" . 

He is also reported as saying 
that the number of new recruits, 
especially young ones, to the 
Association over the past five years 
has been "alarmingly low." 

Why was this, he asked. 
He wondered if it was due to 

the "play down the border" policy 
of successive Dublin governments, 
and he thought it was h igh time 
some new thinking was done, 

ft ft ft 

r p H E R E is no doubt t h a t Mr. 
A Casey was quite right to criti-

cise the Dublin governments. 
They h a v e subordinated 

rights of the Irish people 
profits of financiers. 

But nothing much can be done 
about tha t in London. Sooner or 
later it will be widely grasped in 
the twenty-six counties t h a t the 
L s s u c of civil r ights in the six 
counties is t h e lever capable of 

the whole constitutional 

A FRIENDLY REPLY TO MR. CASEY 

the 
to the 

F 

to the boards again. 
lifting 
question on 

Perhaps there 's a hint of t h a t in 
Fintsin Lalor. 

But there might be another 
reason for the Association's reduced 
rate of progress. 

ft ft ft 

I WANT to challenge Mr. Casey's 
presentation of the whole ques-

tion of parti t ion. He seems to 
it as an internal Irish regard 

question. 
I suggest t h a t he has accepted 

the enemy's s ta tement of the case. 
And by doing so he has unwit-

tingly cu t the ground f r o m under 
his own feet and destroyed the 
whole case of his Association. 

And I add, t h a t th is is precisely 
what h a s happened in Dublin, and 
so he is r i gh t about Dubl in in two 
ways, bu t not in t he sense he 
intends. 

I add again, t ha t t h i s criticism 
of Mr. Casey's a rgumen t is made 
with all respect to Mr. Casey him-
self. He h a s kept the flag of anti-
part i t ion flying, and we are all 
proud of h i s record. 

The analysis being m a d e here Is 
meant to help his Association to 
remove a h indrance to its progress. 
For mis t aken ideas can be such, 

ft ft ft 
^ IRST, legally. Is t h e question of 

pa r t i t ion basically a matter 
between the governments of the 
Republic and the Nor th ? 

How can it be when relations 
with o the r states is a reserved 
power under the Government of 
Ireland Act, 1920. 

The s i x - c o u n t y Government 's 
consti tut ion is the Government of 
Ireland Act. I t publishes the Act 
with amendmen t s under the title 
of "Const i tut ion of Northern Ire-
land." Every one of those amend-
ments h a d to be passed a t West-
minster. And Northern Ireland is 
still no t empowered to amend its 
own consti tut ion. 

ft ft ft 
JOME people think t h a t the Ire-

land Act of 1949 gave to the 
six-county Government powers to 
end pa r t i t ion of its own initiative 

This is completely unt rue 
The I re land Act did not repeal 

or a m e n d the Government of 
Ireland Act which remained the 
constitution of Northern Ireland. 

It conferred no new powers 
whatsoever. 

Wha t it did do was to restrict 
the powers of the British Parlia-
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ment to legislate the six counties 
into a united Ireland without the 
agreement of the Stormont Govern-
ment. 

I t stopped Westminster from 
doing it, but it didn't empower 
Stormont to do it. 

Now Westminster could only 
legislate Stormont into a united 
Ireland: (1) if it repealed the 
Ireland Act which it could at any 
time; or (2) if the six-county Gov-
ernment agreed or f3> if the twenty-
six counties were to rejoin the 
Commonwealth. 

The purpose of the Act was to 
penalise the twenty six counties 
for declaring a Republic and leav-
ing the Commonwealth, and to 
leave a trap baited for them in 
hopes they would come back, 

ft ft ft 
~ | )UT supposing the six counties 

did decide they wanted to go 
into a united Ireland. 

They would first have to get 
Westminster to discuss it with 
Dublin, and the legislation would 
have to be passed at Westminster 
and Dublin. 

On several occasions British 
governments, including Mr. Wil-
son's Government, have been asked 
to state that in the event of the 
six counties agreeing to become 
par t of a united Ireland they 
would not stand in the way. 

Every single time a British 
government was asked for tha t 
clear undertaking it has refused 
to give it. 

This is in line with Lloyd 
George's statement tha t even if 
Ulster wanted to come into a 
united Ireland it should not be 
allowed to do so. 

And as for the mat te r being 
between the peoples, the British 
Government refused an amend-
ment, to the Ireland Act which 
sought to replace consent of 

government by consent of people. 
T h e issue of par t i t ion is not an 

in t e rna l Irish question, but an 
internat ional question, and should 
be t reated as such. 

ft ft ft 
" D R I T A I N always tried to pretend 
-*-* i t was an internal Irish ques-
tion.. 

At t he time of the third Home 
Ru le Bill it was "Ulster must not 
be coerced." Thus a minority was 
given majority r ights by Britain. 
T h e Ir ish Convention was set up 
in 1917 with carefully handpicked 
membership from nor th and south 
a n d allowed to wrangle for months 
so a s to show the world tha t t he 
" I r i sh couldn't agree." 

If a part of England wanted a 
d i f fe ren t government f rom the 
res t it would not be allowed. If 
G e r m a n y came in a n d guaranteed 
t h a t t h e Queen's wri t did not run 
in Northumberland, would Mr. 
Wilson go to the Uni ted Nations, 
or would he say " th is is a n 
in t e rna l English question, and t h e 
G e r m a n s will go as soon as t he 
Engl ish agree?" 

ft ft ft 
f T t H K Republicans a re nearer the 

mark. They say bluntly t ha t a 
p a r t of Ireland is occupied by 
Br i ta in . 

And the simple fac t is this. When 
I r e l and Is united, t h e n the Ulster 
quest ion will be a n internal I r i sh 
question, and nobody In Bri tain 
will be entitled t o say t h a t t he 
I r i sh people in the i r wisdom should 
r u n their country a s a whole, or 
in two pieces or In twenty pieces. 

B u t while the six counties Is 
held out of the I r i sh state. Is not 
a sovereign state bu t a subordin-
a te administration controlled by 
England , while t h i s Is the situa-
t ion t h e Irish quest ion is an issue 
between the Ir ish Government 
a n d people and the Bri t ish Govern-
men t . 

And tha t is why the United 
I re land Association Is needed. 
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THE JACKETS GREEN 
WHEN I was a maiden fair and young on the pleasant banks of Lee 

No bird that in the greenwood sung was half so blithe and free ; 
My heart ne'er beat with flying feet, no love sang me his queen 
Till down the glen rode Sarsfield s men, and they wore the jackets green. 

Young Donal sat on his gallant grey like a king on a royal seat, 
And my heart leaped out on his regal way to worship at his feet. 
Oh ! Love, had you come in those colours dressed and wooed with a 

soldier's mien 
I'd have laid my head on your throbbing breast for the sake of your 

jacket green. 

No hoarded wealth did my love own, save the good sword that he bore ; 
But I loved him for himself alone ttnd the colour tha t he wore. 
For had he come in England's red, to make me England's queen, 
I'd rove the high green hills instead for the sake of the Irish green. 

When William stormed with shot and shell at the walls of Garryowen, 
In the breach of death my Donal fall and he sleeps near the Treaty 

Stone. 
That breach the foemen never crossed while he swung his broadsword 

keen, 
And I do not weep my darling lost, for he fell in his jacket green. 

When Sarsfieid sailed away I wept as I heard the wild ochone, 
I felt, then, dead as the men who slept neath the fields of Garryowen. 
While Ireland held my Donal blessed, no wild sea rolled between, 
Till I would fold him to my breast all robed in his jacket green. 

My soul has^ebfeed like the waves of woe that sad o'er tombstones break, 
For I buried my heart in his grave below for his and for Ireland's sake. 
And I cry: "Make way for the soldier's bride in your halls of death, sad 

queen," 
For I long to rest by my true love's side, and wrapped in the folds of 

green. 

I saw the Shannon's purple tide roll down by the Irish Town 
As I stood in the breach by Donal's side when England's nag went down; 
And now it glowers as it seeks the skies like a blood-red curse between— 
I weep, but 'tis not women's sighs will raise the Irish Green. 

Oh, Ireland, sad is thy lonely soul, and loud beats the winter sea, 
But sadder and higher the wild waves roll from the hearts that break 

for thee; 
Yet grief shall come to our heartless foes, and their thrones in the dust 

be seen, 
So Irish maids, love none but those who wear the jackets green. 

MICHAEL SCANLON. 

HOW WEALTH IS DRAINED 
TTOW Britain drains the 

wealth from the six coua-
ties was shown by some inter-
esting figures recently extracted 
by Labour M.P. Mr. Paul Rose, 
from the Treasury. Mr. Rose 
had asked in the House of 
Commons what proportion of 
the assets of the banks in 
Northern Ireland was lent or 
invested in London or elsewhere 
in Great Britain. 

Approximately £250m. of Northern 
capital a re invested in Britain by the 
banks operating in the six counties, 
be was told. This is an approxi-
mate figure, for many Northern 
banks are branches of banks based 
o c Dublin and whose Northern 
assetB have to be estimated. Private 
investors from the North—the rich 
with plenty of money to s p a r e -
have invented a lot more than this, 
probably between £350 and £400 
Million, making a total of £600 
rattlkm and more six-county capital 
invested in Britain. 

This compares with the figures 
worked out by Professor Isles in 
1968, when he estimated that £330 
million of Northern capital was in-
vested in Britain. In other words, 
a huge increase over the post de-
cade, while the North is starved of 
funds. 

The financial picture shows a 
two-way movement. Foreign capital 
comes into the North to buy up 
existing industry, shops and land, 
which thus pass into non-Irish con-
trol, while the savings and funds 
of t he North are channelled abroad 

to earn dividends for Northern 
backers and rentiers who own 
shares but produce nothing. It is 
exploitation either way, the foreign 
capital coming in and the native 
capital going out. Both make for 
the greater subordination of the 
area to the needs of imperialist big 
business. 

B.R. ROBS THE 
IRISH ROUTE 

ANOTHER example of the draw-
backs to the six-county 

economy of its links with Britain. 
Last year the British Railway 
operated Larne-Stranraer passenger 
route made a profit of £700,000. 

Not bad, you would think. A tidy 
sum to be ploughed back into 
further development, increasing 
amenities to passengers and im-
proving the service. But it is not 
to be so. 

British Rail has decided to put the 
profit into its general operating 
fund, where it will_ help meet the 
losses incurred on services in other 
parts of Britain. The Larne-Stran-
raer route can look after itself. 

And if it loses passengers and 
goods traffic due to neglect and In-
sufficient capital? Well then, of 
course, it can be reduced and cut 
down in time in the interests of 
"economy." So much for the 
British Government's economics and 
Stormont can do nothing about it 
even if it wanted to. 
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The humour is on me now 
AS I went out one evening, 'twas in the month of May, 

A farmer and his daughter I spied upon my way ; 
And the girl sat down quite calmly to the milking of her cow, 
Saying, "I will and I must get married, for the humour is on me now.'' 

de quiet ycu foolish daughter and hold your winsome tongue, 
You're better free and single and happy while you're young,'' 
But the daughter shook her shoulders and milked her patient cow, 
Saying, "I will and I must get married, for the humour is on me now." 

"And sure who are you to turn me that married young yourself 
And took my darling mother from off the single shelf ?" 
"Ah, sure daughter dear, go aisy, and milk your patient cow, 
For a man may have his humour but the humour is off me now.1 

"Indeed I'll tell my mother the dreadful things you say, 
Indeed I'll tell my mother this very blessed day." 
"Och, now daughter have a heart, dear, you'll cause a fearful row !" 
"Well, I will unless I marry, for the humour is on me now.'' 

"If you must be married, will you tell me who's the man ?" 
"I will," the daughter answered, "sure there's William, James and John, 
A carpenter, a tailor and a man who milks the cow, 
For I will and I must get married, for the humour is on me now." 

"A carpenter's a sharp man, and a tailor's hard to face, 
With his legs across the table and threads about the place, 
And sure John's a fearful tyrant and he never likes a row . . . " 
"Well, I will and I must get married for the humour is on me now," 

"If you must be married will you tell me what you'll do ?" 
"I will, the daughter answered, "just the same as Ma and you, 
I'll be mistress of my dairy and my butter and my cow . . . " 
"Aye, and your husband too, I'll answer, for the humour is on yeu now!" 

At last the daughter married, and very well-to-do, 
And loved her darling husband for a month, a year or two 
But John proved a fearful tyrant and she quickly rued her vow, 
Saying, "I'm sorry now I married, for the humour is off me now." 

WHITE, ORANGE AND GREEN 
I N the Galteemore Mountains so far, far away, 
1 I will tell you the story that happened one day, 
To a fair Irish colleen, her age was sixteen, 
And 'twas proudly she carried White, Orange and Green. 

A bold English policeman by chance passed that way, 
Say ing: "Who is the maiden with the banner so gay ?" 
With a laugh and a sneer he jumped off his machine 
Determined to capture the flag of Sinn Fein. 

"Will you give me that banner," the bold bobby cried, 
"Will you give me that banner and do what is right ? 
Give me that banner and do not be mean, 
For I must have that emblem, the flag of Sinn Fein." 

"You'll not get that banner," the young maiden cried, 
"Till your blood and my blood its colours have dyed. 
I have here a rifle and that's nothing mean, 
And it's proudly I'll die for the flag of Sinn Fein." 

The poor peeler's face turned as wh i t e as the snow, 
And he mounted his cycle and started to go, 
Saying: "What is the use, when a maid of sixteen, 
Would die for her colours, White, Orange and Green." 

That very same day in swee t Tipperary town, 
That gallant young girl f rom the Galtees came down, 
Her poor heart was torn with anguish and pain, 
For that very same day Mickeen died for Sinn Fein. 

Ye young men and maidens of Erin's green shore, 
Raise a oheer for the maid from the proud Galteemore, 
And keen on fighting the cause of Sinn Fein, 
Till we make dear old Ireland a Republic again. 

Limerick is beautiful 
(Air : IRISH MOLLY O) 

OH, Limerick is beautiful, as ev'rybedy knows, 

And by tha t city of my heart how proud old Shannon flows 1 
It sweeps down by the brave old town as pure in depth and tone 
As when Sarsfieid swept the Saxons from the walls of Garryowen. 
'Tis not for Limerick that I sigh—though I love her in my soul— 
Though times will change and friends will die and man will not control ; 
No, not for friends long passed away, or days for ever flown, 
But that the maiden I adore is sad in Garryowen. 

Oh, she I love is beautiful, and world-wide is her fame, 
She dwells down by the rushing tide, and Eire is her home: 
And dearer than my very life her glanoes are to me, 
The light that guides my weary soul across life's stormy sea. 

I loved her in my boyhood, and now in manhood's noon, 
The vision of my life is still to dry thy tears, aroon; 
I'd sing unto the tomb or dance beneath the gallows tree 
To see her on the hills once more, proud, passionate and free. 

MICHAEL SCANLON. 
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BEAN AN 
FHIR RUA 

| S a bhruinneal gan smal 
1 a bhfuil an deallradh deas in do 

ghrua, 
Se'n buachaillin ban 

a b'fhearr Mom seal leat dha lua; 
Ni cheilfe me ar cach 

Fios m'abhair is go bhfuil me 
faoi ghruaim; 

Ach d'ainneoin feara Fail 
Si mo ghra geal bean an fhir 

rua. 

Is nuair a theimse thar t sios, 
Bim i bpriosun ceangailte crua, 

Boltai ar mo chaol 
Is na milte glas as sin suas. 

Mar a thiubrainnse an sithiu 
Mar a tiubhradh an eal thar 

cuan 
No go sinfinn mo thaobh 

Seal sios le bean an fhir rua. 

Tabhair leitir uaim scriofa 
Sios go baile chois euain 

Ag an goallin fceag caoin 
a bhfuil na caorthai tri lasadh 

'na grua, 
Mar scriosfad si an draoi 

Is ta na mite fear dha lua, 
Ach glac misneach, a Bhrid, 

is ni baol 'uit feasta an fear 
rua. 

THE STONE 
OUTSIDE DAN 

MURPHY'S 
DOOR 

^ H E R E ' S a sweet garden spot in 
our mem'ry, 

It's the place we were born in and 
reared 

'Tis long years ago since we left it, 
But return there we will if we're 

spared, 
Our friends and companions of 

childhood 
Would assemble each night near a 

score, 
Round Dan Murphy's shop, and how 

often we've sat 
On the stone that stood outside his 

door! 

CHORUS: 

Those days in our hearts we will 
cherish, 

Contented, althaugh we were poor, 
And the songs that were sung 
In the days- we were young. 

On the stone outside Dan Murphy's 
door! 

When our day's work was over we'd 
meet there, 

In the winter or spring just the 
same; 

The boys and the girls altogether 
Would join in some Innecent game; 
Dan Murphy would bring down his 

fiddle, 
While his daughter looked after the 

store, 
The music did ring and sweet songs 

we would sing 
On the stone outside Dan Murphy's 

door! 

—CHORUS 

Back again will our thoughts often 
wander, 

To the soenes of our childhood 
home, 

To the friends and companions we 
left t M r e -

't was poverty oaused us to roam. 
Since then in this life we have 

prospered 
But still in our hearts we /eel sore 
For mem'ry will fly to the days now 

gone by, 
And the stone outside Dan Murphy's 

door! 

—CHORUS 

JOHNNY PATTERSON. 

September 1968 
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Concert record 
"James Connolly—a Tribute", 

by Proinsias Mac Aonghusa 
(Mercier Press record IRL-7, 
32/6) . 

rrHIS record consists of extracts 
J - from Connolly's writings as 
edited and read by Proinsias Mac 
Aonghusa at a Connolly Commem-
oration concert, held at Liberty 
Hall on May Day, 1966; and an in-
terview with Mr. Archie Heron on 
Connolly as an individual and pri-
vate person. 

The tribute is introduced by the 
poem "Connolly", by Liam Mac 
Gabhan, which immediately grips 
the listener's attention and imagi-
nation. As in his printed antholo-
gies of Connolly and Pearse, also 
issued by the Mercier Press, this 
disc is a skilful assembly of quota-
tions and tribute, and displays the 
great sympathy Mac Aonghusa has 
for his subject-matter. 

Biographical material (which 
obviously owes much to the re-
searches of the "Irish Democrat" 
editor, Desmond Greaves, in his 
book on Connolly), is merged with 
quotations to show the development 
of James Connolly from the emer-
gent. socialist to the leader of the 
insurrection of Easter Week. The 
selection and disposition of the 
material clearly indicates the course 
Connolly had chosen; and, listen-
ing, one can catch pre-echoes of 
the Proclamation of 1916. 

In his enthusiasm the speaker 
asserts that James Connolly was 
the only modem Irish leader to 
leave a coherent message and dis-
tinct philosophy, substantiating this 
claim by quoting Connolly's demand 
for— 

"The whole of Ireland for the 
people of Ireland; their public 
property to be owned and operated 
as a national heritage by the 
labour of free men in a free 
country." 
Padraig Pearse, too, in "The 

Sovereign People", has voiced al-
most the same words— 

"The nation's sovereignty ex-
tends not onlv to all the men and 
women of the nation but to all 
the material possession of the 
nation, the nation's soil and all 
its resources, all wealth and all 
wealth-producing processes within 
the nation. In other words, no 
private right to property is good 
as against the public right of the 
nation. ' 
Perhaps the coherency had been 

imparted to Pearse by Connolly, for 
in this and other extracts used an 
impression is produced of the grow-
ing affinity of thought between the 
two men. 

Mr. Heron's personal assessment 
of Connolly possesses a certain 
value by reason of n.s frank inti-
macy and he offers a po i rait of 
a man of quiet dignity, cool towards 
rabble-rousing tactics, and appeal-
ing to the intellect rather than 
ephemeral passions—qualities which 
must have induced the attention of 
Clarke, MacDiarmldu and Pearse. 

Connolly and his family had ex-
perienced life in tiie Dublin slums 
and, says Mr. Heron, he declared 
that one such experience was suffi-
cient for a lifetime. Dublin slums 
were then among the worst in 
Europe, and at that time their in-
habitants, the unskilled and semi-
skilled workers, the poorest paid in 
the kingdom; and Connolly also 
throughout his life also suffered the 
vicissitudes of casual labour and 
poorly-paid employment 

Mr. Heron's reminiscences and 
anecdotes, though not all new to 
readers of various biographies of 
persons connected with Connolly, 
serve to give a rounded picture of 
a man whe.- awaltinc • execution, 
could sum up -his 48 years as "a 
good life". 

VETERAN 0FTW0 RISINGS 
The Fenian C h i e f - A biography of James Stephens, by Desmond Ryan, Gil l & Son : 45/.. 

T HIS 1, tile first full biographv 
ol James Stephens, founder and 

leader of the Fenian movement. It 
is also Desmond Ryan's last book 
It was completed to final draft .some 
weeks before his death, and the 
finishing touches were added by-
Owen Dudley Edwards. Desmond 
Ryan has produced an outstanding 
lxx)k, which is a more than wel-
come addition to the somewhat 
scanty material available on the 
Fenian movement. 

James Stephens was born in Kil-
kenny in 1824. His early life re-
mains obscure, but it is known that 
he played a prominent part in the 
rising of 1848. He was present at 
Ballingarry. following which he 
went on the run, and into exile 
in Paris, where he lived with John 
O'Mahony, and where both men 
came into contact with the secret 
societies then flourishing in the 
French capital. 

In 1856 he came back to Ireland. 
In the words of Desmond Ryan: 
"Two questions he wanted answered 
could only be answered after a tbur 
of enquiry throughout the entire 
country. Was a new uprising even 
conceivable? Had the time come 
at last for that secret revolutionary 
organisation under his leadership?" 

The tour of enquiry consisted of 
a walk throughout Ireland, at the 
end of which he wrote:— 

"My three thousand-mile walk 
through Ireland convinced me of 
one thing—the possibility of or-
ganising a proper movement for 
the independence of my native 
land. I found, of course, many 
circumstances to discourage me 
throughout my tour; the hostility 
of the aristocracy, the apathy of 
the farmers; the pigheadedness 
of the bourgeoisie; but the la-
bourers and the tradesmen were 
on the right track, and the sons 
of the peasants were very sympa-
thetic. 

"With the material I discovered 
in our favour, I came to the 
resolve that the attempt was not 
only worth trying, but should be 
tried in the very near future if 
we wanted at all to keep our flag 
flying." 

I^OLLOWING exchange of com-
' munications with O'Mahony, 

Doheny and other Irish-American 
leaders, Stephens decided to proceed 
with the formation of a new move-
ment, and the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood was established in 
Peter Langan's timber-yard in Lom-
bard Street, Dublin, on March 17th, 
1858. 

Desmond Ryan deals fully with 
the subsequent years when the 
I.R.B. was built into a powerful 
organisation. He describes the 
funeral of Terence Bellew McManus 
and Stephens' tours of America. 
But quite clearly even at this early 
stage the movement in the States 
was beset by internal bickering and 
feuding. 

REVIEW BY SEAN REDMOND 

This record is free from the type 
of mawkish sentimentality which, 
perhaps deliberately, entered into 
many aspects of the Rising 50th 
anniversary events and productions', 
it shows Connolly's impact on his 
own time, and on ours; it pulls no 
punches and, almost with no reser-
vations, can be most highly recom-
mended as both an introduction to 
the man and his ideas for those 
coming fresh to the subject, and 
as an inspiring aide-memoire for 
those already acquainted with it. 

T. SHEILDS. 

Il was expected that 1865 would 
be the year of the rising. But the 
British Government struck first. On 
the night of September 14th-15th 
I.R.B. leaders were arrested in Dub-
lin, Cork and other centres. Luby, 
Kickham, O'Leary and Rossa were 
arrested and were sentenced to 
long terms of imprisonment. 

Two months afterwards Stephens 
was arrested but within a short 
time had escaped with the aid of 
Fenian sympathisers in the prison 
service. It was expected that Ste-
phens would now give the word to 
strike, but he held his hand. The 
split in American Fenianism had 
interrupted the supply of funds 
needed to buy arms. 

He had despatched messages 
which he thought might improve 
the situation, so he thought a delay-
was justified, but the British autho-
rities wasted no time. In February 
1866 they suspended Habeas Corpus, 
and raids, arrests and searches fol-
lowed fast. A rising was now im-
possible. 

Stephens decided to go to 
America and endeavour to unite 
the organisation there. But his grip 
on the movement had slipped and, 
rather than uniting it, he was de-
posed as the leader. Stephens could 
justifiably claim that those in 
America who were anxious to over-
throw him had themselves let the 
movement down through their in-
ability to work together. 

A LTHOUGH a "Stephens wing" 
of the Fenian movement re-

mained in existence, Stephens 
'hereafter took a back seat. The 
remainder of his life was spent in 
America and Paris. He was of 
course still a wanted man in Ire-
land. 

Eventually Parnell approached 
the British Government and Ste-
phens was allowed to return to Ire-
land. He came home with his wife 
on September 25th, 1891, after 25 
years in exile. He died on March 
29th, 1901. 

THHAT Stephens was a democrat 
is beyond doubt. His move-

ment had a special appeal to the 
small farmers and the working 
class. His own remarks quoted 
above show where he found his 
support. Among his best suppor-
ters were the Hollywood brothers, 
leading Dublin trade unionists. 

"I was intimately acquainted with 
both brothers," Stephens wrote. 
Edward Hollywood, a silk weaver 
and a trade union representative 
on the Council of the Irish Con-
federation, had gone to Paris with 
Meagher and Smith O'Brien to 
bring greetings to the French revo-
lutionists of 1848. 

rf kN the question of Stephens' 
membership of the Interna-

tional, Desmond Ryan writes: "The 
membership of Devoy and Stephens 
of the International is proved by 
certain documentary evidence. Karl 
Marx, in a letter to Engels, Decem-
ber 17th, 1866, Informed him that 
Cesare Orsini had reported to ' the 
Central Council of the International 
that he had enrolled Wendell Phil-
lips, Horace Greeley, Charles Sum-
ner and the Fenian Head Centre, 
James Stephens." 

Owen Dudley Edwards contributes 
a useful postscript on Stephens and 
Parnell. As already noted, Parnell 
helped to end Stephens's exile. His 
return coincided with the Parnellite 
split. Parnell .sought to improve 
his position by increasing his sup-
port among the Fenian^ and the 
more politically advanced sections 
of the people. It is not known if 
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Parnell ever contemplated an alli-
ance with Stephens, but obviously 
the Fenian chief would have been 
an invaluable asset. 

Soon af ter Stephens's return a 
fund was set up to buy him a 
house. Dr. Kenny was treasurer 
of the fund, and Patrick O'Brien 
and Clancy, the under-sheriff of 
Dublin, were two of the three joint 
secretaries. All three were pro-
Parnell M.P.s and Parnell contri-
buted to the fund. But the death 
of Parnell brought this chapter to 
an end. 

TOURING his exile in Paris Ste-
- L ' phens wrote a long essay on 
the movement which he had 
founded. He describes the awful 
effect of the famine and the sub-
sequent failure of the rising of 1848, 
which was followed by the betrayal 
of the constitutional movement by 
Sadlier and Keogh. Ireland was 
by then a "corpse on the dissecting 
table." 

"If Fenianism had not arisen in 
1858 and the succeeding years—not 
to galvanise the corpse but to put 
a new soul under its ribs of death, 
it is at least problematical if the 
national feeling would be so strong 
in Ireland as it is at the present 
hour. 

"If contemporary history be writ-
ten aright for the benefit of pos-
terity I think historians of the 

CRACK FOR THE 
CREDULOUS 

"Go Home Mr. Reilfy", by Glyn 
Wil l iamson (P«ter Dawnay 
Ltd., 25/ - ) . 

U V E N the euphoria of a superb 
J holiday afternoon within a 

league of the shimmering Sperrin 
Mountains has failed to induce in 
me that willing suspension of dis-
belief which would permit me to 
enjoy this novel. The setting of the 
story is almost within view, but it 
might as well be in Outer Mongolia 
for any resemblance between the life 
Ireland. 

On a demesne close to the Derry-
Donegal border there lives a dotty 
earl in impoverished'circumstances, 
with nothing but eighty thousand 
acres between him and the • work-
house. He is clearly a derivative 
of Wodehouse's Lord Blandings, 
with the shadow of Castle Rackrent 
somewhere in his ancestry. But 
this aristocrat, instead of being 
amiably eccentric like so many 
peers in fiction, is an out-and-out 
criminal with a special bent for 
fraud, arson and mayhem. 

If you are to make any sense 
of the story you must assume that 
the native Irish, even in the six 
counties, are imbeciles to a man, 
except in concocting i.R.A. plots 
and extracting bribes. Even then, 
you may boggle at some of the 
improbabilities with which the 
action bristles. For instance, a 
large shiny Jaguar remains parked 
for days beside two thousand acres 
of burnt saplings, unnoticed not 
only by the local idiots but also by 
the insurance assessors and the 
C ID 

Besides the nobleman there is 
one other character who is evidently 
meant to be sympathetic, an Eng-
lish ex-offlcer incapacitated from 
serving his country by a skt-lng 
accident. His innate goodness of 
heart obltg^Vilm to help the local 
landed family in their anti-social 
conspiracies, even to the extent of 
bludgeoning almost to death a 
harmless American millionaire, the 
eponymous Mr. Reilly. Of such 
tasteless incongruities is this ad«Uetf 
idyll composed. 

The publisher's blurb states tha t 
the lady author is accustomed to 
having her home set Alight by M r 
Irish nMgnbwmi. BWrtiafis 
was dashed off betwetm two m r M -
k ration* 

EAVANN CONOR 

future will give Fenianism credit 
—or discredit—as the case may be, 
for having intervened at the pro-
per or improper moment in the 
Anglo-Irish crisis, and for having 
saved the cause of Irish nationality 
from irremediable destruction. 

"If Fenianism has not aroused 
the Irish race from its torpor, a 
generation might have passed away 
without any uprising against Eng-
lish supremacy; and the succeeding 
generation might possibly bury the 
hatchet for ever and accept accom-
plished facts." 

We now know that the Fenians 
accomplished this and a lot more. 

SEAN REDMOND. 

Learning on 
the run 

"The Hedge Schools of Ireland", 
by Patrick J. Dowl ing (Mer-
cier Paperback, 6/ - ) . 

N' OTHING in Irish history is 
more striking than the tena-

city of the people in keeping alive 
their reverence for learning in spite 
of the severities by which the pio-
neers of Empire sought to kill it. 
Dr. Dowling s excellent book, now 
happily reissued in paperback after 
thirty years, records in detail a 
struggle that continued from the 
oppression of Tudor times down to 
the middle of the 19th century. 

The heroes of that struggle were 
the generations of schoolmasters 
who kept school, at first behind the 
hedges with a pupil on the "lookout 
for the passer-by who might inform 
a magistrate of their criminal acti-
vity, and later in windowless hots 
with perhaps a fire of turf in the 
middle of the floor. 

These men of peace were outlaws 
to the monstrous rtgime under 
which they lived. Some of them 
are among the immortals—Brian 
Merryman, author of the audacloas 
and graceful "Midnight Court"; 
Owen Roe O'Sullivan "of the s w e t 
mouth'" and his namesake Thofltas 
Roes, poets whose work in the Irish 
language has received due recogni-
tion in Daniel Corkery's "The Hid-
den Ireland"; and William Carietoti, 
that brilliant writer whose Judgment 
was perverted by the terrible con-
ditions of his time. 

Others possessed wide scholarship 
in Latin, Greek, and even Hebrew 
as well as in mathematics, a fact 
attested by the books they pub-
lished and by their surviving manu-
scripts. Among them, too, were 
spirits like Thomas Francis Meag-
her's friend James Nash, whe 
cherished in their pupils the small 
flame of patriotism which flared inte • 
life in Young Ireland and the 
Fenian Brotherhood." 
r FHE book is a study of the op-

pressed fighting desperately for 
survival as a civilised nation under 
laws of almost incredible harshness. 
Without sentimentality Dr. Dowling 
shows the pedagogues a t work— 

"In all their loneliness and pain", 
describing their apprenticeship as 
"poor scholars", those young trtta 
who travelled the length arid 
breadth of the land to study at the 
school of a teacher of repotB, UftSf 
often enlightened views' o(t' educa-
tion the occasional contents in 
learning between a no-vice and an 
established practitioner, and their 
versatility in' skills such as astt»- ., 
norny, conveyancing and surveying. 

As a record of ttitf'afatfW of a 
people in travail the book cteserveft 
to rank with Corittryss, bflt In t h M r 
days of controversy over w h o * sys-
tems it is also valuable for i 
lit" direct^ on a chase 
lufiftndQWM arid per 
produced alufnnt of i 
MMitt As Orffcld V 
"otJonfien ana ttttver 1 
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tendency among some of the finest 
sons of the Irish people, to neglect 
legal opportunities that lie before 
them because they seem too tame, 
or involve the "recognition" of 
people who are there, but whom 
they think shouldn't be there. 

News now comes through that 
there are proposals to awaken the 
people of the south to the realities 
of the situation in the north. No 
better news evsr came out of Ire-
land. This will help to counter the 
acceptance of partition among the 
mass of the people. And without 
the mass of the people leaders are 
Impotent. 

Naturally enough such a move-
ment will be directed towards the 
twenty-six county Government, who 
are gett ing away with doing nothing 
on the border question for close on 
twenty years. If they wanted to 
Fianna Fail could bring up partition 
at the United Nations. They could 
bring the denials of democracy up 
at The Hague, and put Britain in 
the dock for dishonouring her own 
signature. 

Here again one could just imagine 
the germ of a movement which 
might grow into an alternative gov-
ernment, provided all trace of doc-
trinairism was sedulously kept out, 
and t he movement for national 
unity linked with the immediate 
dailwnds of the working people as 
expressed, understood and fought 
for by themselves. 

Finally there is the movement in 
•mai l t . While this may have to 
be triggered off by the Irish , immi-
grants, it Is a fallacy to think of 
It as a purely Irish movement. It 
must be a movement of British 
democracy, and draw in ail generous 
and enlightened people, young and 
old, who want their country free 
f n m the taint of tmporialism, and 
the thmat of nuclear war. 
' h-i : <v v .- J • 

Obviously their main point of at-
must be the Britisil 6overn-
f the Qevernment of the state 

In which they reside. 

TMs Is Why the Irish question 
to separated from the other 

whloh confront 
, Nor ean It be 

from the 
ef the British 

i t the 
V to their nooks In Im-
but will not i toays be the 

On the total question of the oc-
cupation of Ireland there can be 
enty e m target, the imperial Gov-
ernment which enforces it. This is 
why people within Ireland have a 
right to make demands on the im-
perial government at all timea, But 
on the suheidjaty question of civil 

In the oooupled area, im-
has delegated its powers 

m m to divert attacks 
from Haoif. Does that ereate an Un-

as to which letterbox to 
demands in? Is It iltotf-

• t while Belfast should be 
oalHng on Stormont to restore demo-
oraoy, London should bo calling on 
Westminster to do the same? 

The contradiction Is only formal 
and h a s no substance stormont 
le m m * more likely to give in to 

nty democrats If it knows 
falls to do so it will lm-
Inour the risk of being 

from Westminster. And 
i against Stormont Is 

substantial progrooo, the 
whioh Westminster might 

then act, providing there was 
enough pressure, might be to in-
stinct 8tormont to aocede to the 
wishes of the people. But what must 
be demanded at Westminstsr is 
what the movement in the eix coun-
ties wants, and nothing else. 

Whan a man is in prison It is 
for finnioky oonosrn 

escapes through the 
or the window. 

What It is Important to see is that 
t h e n Is one movement, with three 
dtotnet prongs. The central prong 
Is 1 to atftatton in the six oountles. 
Let tfie others move parallel, and 
Arm. 

I.R.A INCENDIARISE YANK BOAT 

small Moasi 
whitbif h i 

l T » H E d e s t r u c t i o n of the 
A m e r i c a n - o w n e d lobster 

fishing boat, t h e M a r y Cathe-
r i n e , which has been in t e r fe r ing 
w i t h the l ivel ihood of numerous 
W e s t G a l w a y fishermen, w a s 
r e c e n t l y ca r r ied out by a uni t 
of t h e I.R.A. T h e reasons for 
t h i s w e r e g iven in a s t a t ement 
f r o m t h e I r i sh Repub l i can Pub-
l i c i t y Bureau , f r o m which t h e 
f o l l o w i n g a re e x c e r p t s : 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

(Continued from Page Three) 

Could the same thing happen 
again? It is the East-European 
nightmare to which the answer 
seems to be take no chances. 

T h e Czechs are thus, like the 
Spaniards with Gibraltar, or the 
Malayans with Singapore, or for 
t h a t matter the Egyptians or the 
Vietnamese, geographically saddled 
with a strategic bastion that is of 
t he greatest possible significance 
to stronger states. They are 
entitled to every sympathy, for It 
is a n impossible situation to be in, 
while the world is in its present 
state. 

But in some of the sympathy 
being expressed there is a touch 
of hypocrisy. 

The British Press for instance. 
Did they have letters six inches 
deep announcing the "Rape of 
Dominica" when the Americans 
went into it. Or the "Rape of 
Aden'' when the Sutherland High-
landers knocked it down? And 
why' since they are so enthusiastic 
about democracy, do they not 
begin with themselves and criti-
cise the partition of Ireland and 
the shocking denials of democratic 
rights in the north-east of tha t 
country? It looks very much as if 
it is a case of "It 's very wicked 
when the other fellow does it." 

TTiOR that reason it is necessary 
to keep a level head and to 

avoid at all costs enlisting under 
the banner of British imperialism 
in showing sympathy to the Czechs. 

We know who is in Ireland, and 
it is not the Warsaw pact. In dis-
cussions" proceeding at the time we 
go to press we see a glimmer of 
hope for a reconciliation of East 
European security requirements 
with Czech national aspirations. 

"This action was undertaken to 
protect the Irish shell-fishing 
industry against exploitation by 
foreign interests, to protect the 
natura l resources and to preserve 
them for our own native fisher-
men. 

"The presence of the American 
company here is easily explained. 
For the past seven years lobster 
catches in the U.S. and Canada 
have shown a steady decrease. The 
French coast lobster areas have 
virtually been fished out, while 
Sweden, Norway and Portgual have 
imposed restrictions with a view to 
conserving stocks. This company 
has set up in opposition to the 
existing fishermen, organised now 
in co-operatives. It represents a 
threat to the native fishermen in 
these co-operatives, both in the fish-
ing and marketing sectors, and has 
the benefit of foreign capital to de-
velop its operations while the 26-
county Government's help to the 
native lobstermen is nil. 

"The existence of the fishermen's 
co-operatives provides the oppor-

tunity to ensure the responsible 
use of these resources for the bene-
fit of the people themselves, and 
not for insensitive foreign interests. 
The 26-county Government should 
concentrate on building on this 
local basis, and not undermining 
it by inviting unrestricted exploi-
tation of the nature employed by 
Galway Bay Fisheries Ltd. Why go 
to the expense of maintaining a 
fishery protection service to keep 
out foreign trawlers, while a t the 
same time, subsidising foreign-
financed fleets based in Ireland? 

"At the moment the whole Irish 
shellfish industry is in danger of 
extinction. Fishing of the type 
employed by Galway Bay Fisheries 
Ltd., would kill the industry in the 
West in a few years. 

"The shell-fishing situation is 
symptomatic of the exploitation by 
private individuals, both native and 
foreign, of the western salmon 
waters to the detriment of local 
communities. Even in Pearse's Ros-
muc, the fishing rights are owned 
by outside interests. One element 

NORTH OF IRELAND IS SEETHING 
POT OF DISCONTENT 

^ S month passes month with no 
reforms for the oppressed and 

discriminated against population of 
the six counties the political 
temperature there is clearly begin-
ning to rise. Captain O'Neill's 
policy is now clear for anyone who 
wants to see. It is to play a wait-
ing game. Hold on until the next 
British election when, with luck, 
t h e Labour Party will be turned out 
in favour of the Tories and reaction 
can once again wear a happy grin 
in the North, without any need for 
i ts uncomfortable mask of liberal-
ism. 

Nationalists, Republicans and 
Catholics too? fear that the Tories 
may Soon get back into office and, 
whatever little may be hoped from 
Labour, all hope will have to be 
abandoned if O'Neill's friends once 
again get power in Britain. As a 
consequence they are beginning to 
get desperate. Will anything wrest 
reforms from the iMtish Govern-
ment which i s ultimately respon-
sible for thei six-county area? Will 
anything draw public attention in 
Britain to ti)e dreadful state of 
affairs that Cfcists in Derry, Dun-
gannon, Strabane and Enniskillen? 
Every new statement and pious 
platitude of Sir. Wilson's is scanned 
for hidden meanings, to see if 
there is any hope of the British 

The Pope and the pill 
H P H E Irish Democrat takes no 

stand on religious ques-
tions, which are matters for the 
individual conscience. 

It does hold, however, that reli-
gious decisions should not be en-
forced by Government decree. 

At the same time it seems a little 
unfair that the British press should 
have lined up practically one hun-
dred per cent against the Catholic 
Church in-the recent debate over 
the Pope's recent condemnation of 
birth control. They gloated over 
the difficulties. 

We repeat, we are not the people 
to give advice to Catholics as to 
matters of conscience. 

I J U T there are social questions in-
^ volved. First, and most im-
portant, the pill may be dangerous. 
But there is a great fortune for 
those who manufacture and market 
it. Is it possible tha t this is what 
some of the furore was about? 

Second, it would no doubt be very 
convenient if the "poah" stopped 
breeding. There are too many 

Indians and Chinamen in the world 

for the liking of British imperialism 
Third, Ireland as a country is 

under-populated. This fact, but not 
any religious -principle, would justify 
the Irish government in not allow-
ing contraceptives to be brought 
into the country. 

But, and it's a big but, they would 
then have to show they were not 
going to throw away the people 
they had got, by emigration for 
example. 

f p H E Y would have to provide 
houses tor the children to live 

in, and jobs for them when they 
grew up. They would have to raise 
wages and public services so that 
people would be able to afford to 
have larger families. 

Perhaps some of the enthusiasm 
for cutting down the population is 
based on a desire to avoid the 
responsibility for improving living 
standards. 

So it is to be hoped that whether 
the Pope's instructions are obeyed 
or not, and once more we repeat 
that it is not our business, the 
Irish people will fight vigorously 
for improved wages, housing stan-

dards, medical and other services. 

Government bringing the Unionists 
to heel. -

T T is obvious to everyone that as 
time passes without anything 

being done the Unionists are getting 
more and more confident tha t 
nothing will be done. The speeches 
at the Orange rallies on the Twelfth 
this year were the most arrogantly 
and confidently bigoted for a 
decade. Unionist leaders like Craig 
and Faulkner, and even O'Neill him-
self, the cleverest of them, are 
speaking as if they have nothing t o ' 
worry about any longer. Let us just 
hold on for a little while more, they 
are saying, and everything Will be 
rosy in the garden again. 

The Catholics in the North IOOK 
south to the twenty-six counties 
for help and they get no response 
whatever f rom the Government 
there—only the sound of tea-cups 
rattling between Lynch and Terence 
O'Neill, while Lenihan lectures t h e 
Welsh on the evils of independence. 

Is it small wonder that in such a 
situation significant sections of the 
Nationalist Party should speak of 
actions of civil disobedience as a 
means of focusing British and world 
attention on their plight? There 
has been widespread admiration for 
the lead of Mr. Austen Currie a t 
Caledon, where he broke the law by 
occupying for a few hours a brand 
new house which had been allocated 
by the Unionist Council to an un-
married 19-year-old girl, while hun-
dreds of Catholic families were in 
wretched housing conditions, but 
denied relief because of their reli-
gion. We will break the law if 
necessary, they are saying, if t ha t 
is the only way to highlight griev-
ances which otherwise secure no re-
dress. 

1'PHE Unionists have shown signs 
•*- of alarm at this. Dire threats 
were made against Currie by Wil-
liam Craig on the Twelfth, saying 
what dreadful consequences civil 
disobedience could lead to. 

The demand that the British Gov-
ernment should institute a Bill of 
Rights guaranteeing the people of 
the six counties the same civil liber-
ties as these in Britain could have 
widespread support in the north. 
Unless reforms are obtained in the 
near future the consequences will 
be extremely grim. 

The coming period will see a new 
interest throughout Ireland in the 
affairs of the twenty-six comities 
and a strong challenge made to the 
British Government for interven-
tion. 

In this the action and support 
of the Irish community in Britain 
and of all democrats in England, 
Scotland and Wales is vital. The 
work of the Connolly Association 
will be needed as never before. 

in the solution of the problem 
presented by the decline of the 
west is the public ownership of all 
natural resources." 

It is understood that the action 
has generally been welcomed by 
the small fishermen along the 
coast. 

BRITISH SHIP 
PICKETTED 

IN GALWAY 
r p H E British ship, H.M.S. Hecate, 

was picketted when in Galway 
Docks recently by members of the 
Republican Movement in Con-
naught. T h e ship is engaged on a 
hydrographic survey of Irish coastal 
waters and the demonstrators felt 
that British Navy ships should not 
be welcomed in Irish ports while the 
British Government maintained its 
troops in Northern Ireland against 
the wishes of the great majority of 
the Irish people and did nothing to 
end the undemocratic situation 
there. 

The dock area was daubed with 
anti-British slogans and the protest 
was organised by Mr. Sean Kenny, 
Connaught organiser of the Repub-
lican Movement. Mr. Kenny was 
well-known in Clann na hEireann 
circles in Britain some years ago. 
Since he went back to Ireland he 
has been prominent in the Dublin 
Sinn Fein a n d the Dublin Housing 
Action Committee. He recently gave 
up his civilian employment to be-
come a full-t ime organiser for the 
Republican Movement, in which 
capacity his many friends in Britain 
and Ireland will wish him success. 

ALARM! ALARM! 
y ^ L A R M stalks the administra-

tion. J i m Kelly and Tony 
Curran tot up the figures with 
screwed-up eyes. 

No. It can't be done. The 
fighting f u n d received only six 
pounds and odd in A u g u s t No 
matter h o w you add the col-
umns the total Is still twenty-
four pounds short of what w e 
need as a minimum. 

The Irish Democrat COULD 
pay its w a y , IF . . . 

Will w e tell you what the if 
is? 

If w e had the money to 
mount a r e a l l y effective 
circulation campaign through-
out Britain. But because w e 
haven't the money w e can't 
get the money and we 've been 
like that s ince the paper was 
founded nearly thirty years 
ago. 

And, so wil l readers remem-
ber? W e depend on you. And 
the hol idays are nearly over. 

Our warm thanks to: South 
London readers 18/-, P. Rellly 5/-, 
G. O'Reilly (U.8.A.) £1 5s„ A. 
Broadhurst 5/6, B. Wilkinson 17/6, 
F. McCarthy (Leicester) 10/-, Cork-
man £1, C. Sullivan 12/-, Readers' 
donations 6/-. Total £6 0s. Od. 
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