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ARE THESE MEN 
SELLING IRELAND? 

Army junkettings at Belfast 
U A R D on Brian Lenihan's "Backing Britain" act of telling the 

Welsh and Scots not to seek independence from England, we 
learn of Free State army junkettings with British occupation 
forces in the six counties. 

Lieut.-General Sean M'Eoin of the 
Free State Army, and Colonel T. 
Curran, of the Free State Air 
Corps, .went to Stormont, Belfast, 
and there they met Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
Ian Harris and other representa-
tives of the occupation forces in the 
North. 

They were accompanied by their 
wives, and the four were presented 
to Mr. Terence O'Neill, Britain's 
Prime Minister in the North. 

Later they were guests of Sir Ian 
Harris a t Cloona House, Dunmur-
ray, just outside Belfast. 

RECEPTION 
Among the guests was Mr. Wil-

liam Craig, hammer of the Repub-
licans, recently discomfited by the 
throwing out of his decrees by the 
British-constituted courts. 

A reception was given by the 
British Air Officer for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, Air Vice-Marshall 
A. V. R. Johnstone. The guests in-
cluded Sir Norman Stronge, Sir 
Ba6il McFarland, Lord MacDer-
mott, Inspector-General of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, notori-
ous for its suppression of Catholics 
and Nationalists, and Sir Albert 
Kennedy. 

Among Church leaders willing to 
lend themselves to the occasion 
were the Presbyterians and Churoh 
of Ireland men, but there were no 
Catholics involved. 

The Royal Navy and the Royal 
Air Force were also represented. 

PURP08E 
And the ostensible purpose of the 

whole thing? To celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
the RA.F. 

The real purpose? One can only 
But It looks like the Inte-

gration of the Irish armed forces 
with the British. 

It is significant that at the Irish 
Trade Union Congress at Killarney, 
Mr. John Carroll, chief industrial 
officer of the Irish Transport and 
General Workers' Union, suggested 
the Fianna Fail Government could 
be opening up factories in the 
Shannon area as a blind to cover up 
"providing sites for missiles" for 
the United States. 

Presumably he has good reasons 
for his suggestion. It is time Mr. 
Lynch said something to clear 
these matters up. 

Provide houses, stem emigration! 

BISHOP'S COURAGEOUS APPEAL 
From JIM SAVAGE 

C P E A K I N G to the students of University College, Cork, the most Rev. Dr. C. Lucey, Bishop of Cork, 
J made what was by implication one of the most outspoken condemnations of the present system 
in Ireland that has ever been issued by a member of the hierarchy. 

Ignor ing alike t h e th rea t s to t r a d e unionism m a d e by G o v e r n -
m e n t spokesmen, a n d t h e criticism t h a t wel ls up eve ry t ime m e n 
d e m a n d a living wage , the Bishop sa id tha t men w e r e r ight t o 
d e m a n d a living in t h e i r own country. 

Dr. Lucey pointed out that the down" strike. People should refuse 

Dr. Lucey 
Cork) 

population of the rest of the world 
was rising and that of Ireland was 
falling. Yet Ireland could have 
double her population. 

FOREIGNERS 
If this continued would it not 

bring about a situation where Ire-
land was occupied by foreigners? 

Already the foreigners were buy-
ing up businesses. Soon they would 
be moving into the country to 
live. 

The Irish birthrate was high, and 
the deathrate was low. 

Why then did our population 
decline? 

Because of emigration. Dr. Lucey 
said h e would like to see a "sit-

to emigrate. They should demand 
a living in Ireland. 

One of the gravest deficiences 
was lack of houses. More housing 
was badly needed, and its provi-
sion would cut down emigration by 
providing young married people 
with places of their own to live 
in. 

Dr. Lucey concluded by warning 
the students not to allow them-
selves to become complacent. I t 
was up to them to take action to 
help to shape the Ireland of 
tomorrow. 

.•sm 

CRAIG'S BAN 
REPUBLICAN CLUBS WIN THEM CAM 

T W O resident magistrates at Magher«felt Court dismissed the first prosecution brought against 
alleged members of RepubliotQ Otolp under the 8pecial Powers Act. - T 

The prosecution followed the 
holding of a variety concert in 
Swatragh, which was alleged to be 
on behalf of a Republican club, and 
two men, Messrs. John McEldowney 
and Denis Cassidy, were accused of 
being members of a Republican 
club. 

The magistrates told the prosecu-
tion tha t "an organisation cannot 
be banned simply because of the 
name." I t was admitted tha t it 
was not a n offence in the Six 
Counties t o be a Republican. The 
magistrates held that therefore it 
could not be an offence for men 
who were committing no offence in 
being Republicans to come together 
and be a club. 

REBUFF 

This severe rebuff to Mr. William 
Craig, whose absurd ban has come 

under fire from all quarters, is 
causing much heart-burning in 
Unionist quarters. 

They are already shaken by the 
Orange Order's decision to expel 
Mr. PlMlim O'Neill from Its ranks 
for thk heinous crime of attending 
a Catholic ceremony. 

A strong demand is gathering not 
only In nationalist circles that 
Captain Terence O'Neill must adt 
quickly and dismiss Mr. Craig, who 
is recognised as their greatest lia-
bility. 

But the Unionists are in a diffi-
culty. If they move in the direction 
of democracy they allow the forma-
tion of a united front tha t will re-
place them in power. If they 
maintain the present semi-fascist 
position, they run the risk of invit-
ing intervention from Westminster. 

Hence Captain O'Neill's position 
of being all things to all men, and 
meanwhile helping Mr. Wilson to 
woo back Dublin into the United 
Kingdom. 

The Connolly Association has an-
nounoed its dseWew t o r a m * Its 
campaign against the Six County 
Government with the linjaii. of 
"Craig must go." 

T H E Irish Democrat 
put op 

WE STILL NBE9 
Y O U R s u p p o r t 

I to 
its price barely to 

keep going. We oan still do so 
only with the aW of our 
generous supporters. D m I for-
get we need a monthly rapport 
fund to enable us to continue 
in publication. 

Our best thanks to: Mr. and 
Mrs. Shields, £3; Fred Klee 
(U.S.), £20; Sean CLooney, 
2/6; Patrick Bond, £10; P. 
O'Connor, 7/6; L. Fennel 14/-; 
C. Sullivan, £3 15/-; B. Wilkin-
son, 15/-; Miscellaneous dona-
tions from readers, £2 14s lOd. 
Total: £41 8s lOd. 

That was May. Can we do 
better for July ? 

Connolly plaque stolen 
Orange demonstration a miss-fitt! 

T H E day after the Oonqntfr memorial plaque was unveiled at 
1 Edinburgh by the Tradbs Council of the Seattlah — « * 

mysteriously disappeared from 
Bridge. 

The City Council had declined, to 
be represented at the ceremony de-
spite the distinguished gathertog 
present. This fact may possibly 

its position on the 
I t 

9Vtk 

have encouraged 
ments. 

disgruntled ele-

Jqmei Connolly Cut—>ory 

MONDAY 
JULY 15 
8 p.m. 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 

h e a r M i c h a e l O 'R Iordan 
(General Secretary, Irish Workers Party) 

"What the Irish workers must do now" 

ALSO 

MBMOMD 
CHAIRMAN-DESMOND McDADE 

*Willesden Trades Club 375 High Rd. N.W. 10 

The Trades Council intends t o 
replace i t One of the members of 
the Perth Tradee Council, Mr. 
Brian Wilkinson, remarked: "This 
fiction shows that Connolly is im-
portant in Bdinburgh today." 

On Sunday, June 10th, Mr. Ger-
ard Pitt, MP., bad been UBed t o 
lecture on Connolly, 
hall the 
Society" stood 30 atraog with 1 
ners scrawled with "Wo Popery," 
Keep Scotland Proteatant," and 

"Honour martyrs, not traitors." 
. •».'•' x> foji.-b. 

Unfortunately tar the Orangemen 
Mr Pitt bad already returned t o 
Belfast, and the lecturers and 
singers at the social evening t h a t 
followed were all as good Protest-
ants as the protesters themselves! 

So flailed out the weak attempt to 
represent the Connolly 
ration as a sectarian affair. 



if Ireland bad a choice we would 
at ir i w * « P 

would not wish to be part of any 
military pact. 

The Connolly Association argued 
that there was a viable alternative 
to>wM|i W f t b V Common MWut. 

mmmmrn* w w ™ * hi»<*w-
or that of his nearest relative, 

further- disturbed' at the 
Mtk)*«C tha- doctors ia displaying 
( f e t t l Jaok* with "Cnv backlog 
•Main" '*M .lt a tm»<ixpens» of 
thte "Irish labourer"? 

r, a 'RKi ixv . 
Corby. 
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IRELAND AND THE SEA by JOHN DE COUKCY IRELAND 

THE PORTS OF IRELAND 
have . . . to record our 

regret at the apparent lack 
of public interest in matters relat-
ing to the ports. . . . The public 
generally do not . . . appreciate the 
importance of our harbours as a 
vital part of- the country's economic 
structure, and are prone to forget 
that the external trade of the 
[state] is, with the exception of 
trade with Northern Ireland, en-
tirely waterbome, and that ineffi-
cient harbour administration inevi-
tably reacts on that trade, handi-
caps exporters and raises prices of 
commodities imported." 

The quotation is from the report 
of the Pdrts and Harbours Tribunal, 
1930. There has been no great 
change since. Because none of our 
governments had, still less applied 
a coherent national maritime policy, 
our people reihain unaware of the 
unimportance of planning port de-
velopment, The public in this, as 
in so many other matters, is urged 
to "leave these things to the ex-
perts/' And the "experts", of course, 
are establishment-appointees, in 
their Jobs to please their masters 
rather than to promote the public. BECAUSE in our society "effl-

'ciency" is always equated with 
"private profit and enterprise'', and 
bscause, whatever about enterprise, 
profit comes more easily to big 
units. Both Irish governments have 

concentrated their meagre interest 
in ports on developing the big ports. 
Belfast, Dublin, Cork. The small 
ports of Ireland have gone and are 
going through a series of crises. 

J. H. Andrews, lecturer in geog-
raphy a t Dublin University, listed, 
in an article in "Irish Geography", 
Vol. * No. 2, 1960, twenty ports in 
the 26 counties—places like Bray, 
Meath, Pullagheeny. which were 
active in 1938 but in the 1950s were 
handling- no traffic. Between 1938 
and 1964 the tonnage of shipping 
arriving at small ports fell by 54 
per cent, and of 25 small ports 
active' in 'both years only New Ross, 
Wldelow and Mcmlte were handling 
more in 1954 than before the war. 

Since 1954 the famous port of 
Wexford has closed as a cargo port. 
In the 1960s it was- handling 100 
coasters annually. To have guaran-
teed then that the harbour would 
not be silted out of existence, 
£500,000 would have had to be 
spent, a not impossible sum if there 
had been an overall national port 
plan. 

To reopen the port today would 
cost five times as much, and mean-
time, of course* the small local force 
of dock labour has dispersed and 
port equipment has rotted and 
grown obsolete. Local people have 
not given up hope, .and show their 

sense of realities by proposing that 
Wexford become Ireland's first 
hover port. But they get little en-
couragement. 

It is impossible also not to curse 
at the neglect of the commercial 
possibilities of Dun Laoghaire. A 
British Government harbour till 
1922, it became the property of the 
Board of Works with the establish-
ment of the Irish state, and so has 
not even a local harbour board to 
fight for it. A carefully-conceived 
plan drawn up by the late harbour-
master, Captain Kearon, in 1954, 
was pigeon-holed in Dublin, and 
occasional Hftlf-hearted representa-
tions by the Borough Council have 
been ignored. 

A small boatyard that flourished 
there, with 45 workers and a num-
ber of apprentices, was shamefully 
closed when the late William Nor-
ton was Minister for Industry and 
Commerce, refused it permission, 
on representations from Washing-
ton, to build harbour tugs for 
Poland at a time when orders were 
scarce. THE powers - that - be see Dun 

Laoghaire, not as the natural 
import and: export port for South 
Dublin and North Wicklow, with 
their growing populations; not as 
relief for Dublin, whose port, and 
whose roads and bridges leading to 

EUROMANfACS 
PICKETTED 

iltjCjEMBERS of the Connolly As-
sodation picketted a meet-

ing on the Common Market, or-
ganised in London recently by the 
Labour Committee for Europe. 

Tfiey carried posters . with the 
ebtmer"*;- t&ltted Ireland before a' 
United Europe," and "Britain out 
of, Iceland, not Iceland into 
E W & T Leaflets weft distributed 
settinjr tet' ttte fttts • o r pamtibn 
and stating that the question of 
BHflfeFs* wfOrttmwal t * m Ireland 
sMmM be i f f i n t t e d befo®e wfyKMng 

• VMK'" ft* 

The meeting was advertised' id 
the-press as arteaeltf-in. B u t i n f a c t 
it- wW nothing of t h y sort. K 
sOMMtat 8a»; under the chairman* 
ship df 8ifc Otoffrty Dfc FrMttts; 
MP,;, tmr- speakers held forth, 

j& the- right-wing soctaU 
a tic parties of the Common 

countries. 

The last of tt*Mb.llnMttd a t ltTJBSi 
The chairman then allowed nine 
minutes tor rtlnwiwi, taking, twd 
question* from the flour, and closed 
(fie so-called "teach-in" at 10.17. 

MfchaaUCtt^earyoX. th^Irtrt* 

it. suffer increasingly from conges-
tion; not as a fishing port with 
local export facilities lacking else-
where—but as a tourist port and 
port for the four snob yacht clubs 
—annual sub. 18 to 25 guineas— 
now joined by a new, superior motor 
yacht club; and when British Rail-
ways were planning first to make 
Dun Laoghaire a car-ferry terminal, 
the yacht club class made it noisily 
clear that if a car ferry Interfered 
with their yachting they would 
gladly see British Railways abandon 
Dun Laoghaire altogether, no mat-
ter what hardships followed. 

The cases of Wexford and Dun 
Laoghaire are typical. No less de-
plorablr is thes decline at' once 
world-famous ports like Sligo and 
Derry, to which windjammers 
brought cargoes f rom the ends- of 
t he earth, and whose former regu-
lar cargo services with Britain 
have been ended. 
T E C H N I C A L progress — the 
J - greater size of trawlers and 
coasters^ th«f rise of the container 
and of the ferry carrying lorries 
and trailers for driving on and off 
—was bound to create changes. 
Only in February this year it was 
authoritatively stated in Britain by 
the director-general of the National 
Ports Council, that three properly-
equipped ports would be sufficient 
to serve the whole British economy. 
But computerised calculations based 
wholly on profit-efficiency not only 
fail to take account of the social 
misery caused by closures of ports 
(or factories or mines or any other 
economic unit) for the sake of a 
conception of efficiency wholly 
equated with profit; they also ig-
nore the economic potential of con-
fident local communities ready and 
willing to improvise, and to develop 
local resources. 

The reopening of Ballina har-
bour in recent years to meet orga-
nised local demand gives some idea 
of what carf-be dofle. I t is Interest-
ing, too, that the- ICS: experts re-
cruited by our Government in 1964 
to examine aad-> report on the state 
ctf oa r fUttfcttff;industry should have 
come down firmly in favour of 
maintaining "uneconomic" local 
fishing communities, and therefore 
of preserving th'elr local harbours. 

The refusal of local communities 
to see their harbours die has been 
splendidly exemplified this very year 
when, after a stubborn and for long 

COMt PROTEST AGAINST ZD's RISE 
<trpHft: Corkr C i t y Worker-

Student A c f i o n G r o u p 
demonstrated against the rise 
of £1,000 whiqh has been given 

^ to T.Dks in hopes o f bribing 
Slhem*it«l4ik«W»* vrttihi Propor-

tional representation before the 
jtnextal«eti<K 

The T.D.s will be- getting £70 a 
week- f«r> sitting IB' the' H u m e on 
80 days per year. 

s Thef daoMnsteators issued a 
statement in which they' (Mated 
out that workers were Jailed when 

'their dam* to'strMe » r a-- living 
•wa»«c 

Ojjposiuoff w»» expressed to the 
•Ffemrm F&n proposal to bring in 
ylirotfto g a r the trade' unions. 

DOOMS P A R A U V W 
•rh» jmrt or C(*K: earnerto an al-

most complete standstill when 
dockers claimed compensation' ftp 
11 men who had lost their former 
standard of earning when C.LE., 
c h a n g * <*er" M dUM* ftiel, 
stopped- importing coal-into- Oo»t 
City. 

C.I.E. have refused compensation 
claims amounting to £100 each. 

The result has been threats to 
black all C.I.E. cargoes! 

A barge containing steel for 
trans-shipment by rail to Dublin 
was h«M' »*>.' b y deckftra atf OM^ 
bowlinr 

A protest march then took place 
alongfWStdHW <*tey;., 

After negotiations had taKen 
place a satisfactory ecmpromise 

from 
JAMES SAVAGE 

was reached and the strikers ex-
pressed satisfaction at their vic-
tory. 

PLANT MEMORIAL 
A committee has been established 

to ratsfe ftmets fftrthe repair of the 
metnortrt toGeoj-ge' Plant, Kip.', m 
hi*/ native town . on Fethsfrd, Co. 
Tipperary. 

Okectrge Ptww was bom'm 1904. 
but tooto - parti ia. the-- Tan war as a 
boy, and- f ought . o» th* Republican 
side- in- the- Civil. War. 

He was a Protestant of a family 
long established in Oo/ Tipjerary.' 

EmlKWfc* tt> ttnetim. in 1924 
rose high in the councils of Clann 
n» ofael.' (MrMnMUrfli ear- A t a M 
in connection with the securing of 
a r m r h e was arrested-and sentenced 

f 

to a period of penal servitude. 

In 194»; after another spell in 
America, he:wa* one of the officers 
appointed to help Sean Russell, and 
became a staff officer in the South 
Eastern Division. 

He was finally arrested in 1941 
and chfc*g«l' with murder, bWcrre a 
Free- State tribunal on- December 
9th. There was inadequate evi-
dence and the State entered a nolle 
proswfttt. 

Iil February 1942, in defiance of 
the doctrine that a man cannot be 
tried twice for the same alleged 
offence, the Government decided to 
t i r him' again: This time he was 
fOBnd guilty and shot' in' Pwtlatfse 
jftlf ofr the morning of ivtarch 5th 
1942. 

Members of the coanitto* ln--
chJdrJfcck Lynch (ointtRmm. JWT 
Savage (secretary), Ted Tynan, 
George Plant, Junior, Llam O'Crow-
ley, William MacMalflN? AMtonjp 
OManrahan, and Daniel' Nev&ifr 

CONNOLLY ASSOCIATION 
FILL IN THIS FORM 

- Please sttjdf.nw full particulars of how I can join the 
Cdfmolly Afi9rfHation. 

Address 

Cut out and post to 283 Grays Inn Road, London. W.C.l. 

seemingly hopeless battle, the Aran 
fishermen have not only compelled 
the Government to fulfil a promise 
wrested from it two years ago to 
make Kilronan port fit for modern 
fishing needs, but have even secured 
the expenditure of £2,500 to im-
prove the pier at nearby Killearey, 
which gives better shelter in certain 
conditions. 

But contrast the long battle of 
the ten Aran trawler crews and 
their supporters with the speed with 
which the Government gave in to 
multi-millionaire Gulf Oil's demand 
for power to build an oil terminal 
at Bantry. This terminal will 
when complete, give little employ-
ment; because' there is no Bantry 
Harbour Board to collect dues, Gulf 
Oil's ships will pay annually more 
in charges to the British lighthouse 
service^ than to this country's mari-
time development—and, despite a 
nauseatingly ignorant confidence-
boosting broadcast by Gulf Oil's 
chairman recently on Radio 
Eireann, there remains a very real 
danger of wholesale oil pollution, 
both from accidents to flag-of-
convenience tax-dodging ships—as 
last year off Cornwall and this in 
Puerto Rico—and from unsupervised 
waste-discharge. 

In a penetrating article in the 
February number of "The Irish 
Skipper", the excellent Irish fisher-
men's journal tha t recently cele-
brated its 50th monthly issue, the 
way harbour mismanagement is 
slowing the growth of the fishing 
industry at Killybegs, Galway, 
Castletownbere and Howth—four of 
the five Government-scheduled 
"major fishing ports''—was devas-
tatingly analysed. 

T l / ' H A T is needed is a national 
' ' port commission with no rep-

resentation by profiteering interests, 
working closely with boards demo-
cratically. chosen in every Irish 
port. The import and export poten-
tial and the industrial development 
possibilities of the hinterlands of 
each of the ports should be thor-
oughly and scrupulously examined 
on the spot. Shipping and fishing 
interests should also be consulted, 
and careful note ' should also be 
taken of technical trends in ship-
ping, port equipment, and sea 
fisheries. 

Many different and often contra-
dictory points of view would be put 
forward, and put forward with 
vehemence, but he would be a sin-
gular pessimist who did- not feel 
confident that such an exercise in 
democracy, such a tapping- of the 
ideas latent in a profit-subdued 
community, would produce a blue-
print of the grestest practical value 

The implementation of the blue-
prmt woaid no1 doabt bMnr new- life 
to dozens of' wiMngtsmfclliports and 
reduce the threatening a»terio-
sclerosis of the bigger ones. It 
would also provide a community 
desperately, lacking in recreational 

" facilities with water-sport harbours, 
such as are appearing under the 
influence <*•• pvjpalar pressure in 

, Brittany, such as the people's auth-
orities have long been making avail 
abl£ on the Yugoslav coast. 

It is the responsibility primarily 
of the trade union and Labour 
movement to start pressing tot- the 
esUMtsHmtnt of soch" a democratic 
national' port com mission, arm* the 
sooner the better. 

NWS COMMENT 
th Head it te 

. an open tpwx 
til* publlo, MM 

ban for the private »roporty de-
veloper. But what H needed new 
H te tmm mm tourist industry en 

. . — " I m p r o v e " the 
"unique natural flora" by plant** 
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Connolly memorial is 

unveiled in Edinburgh 
A N Saturday, June 8th, a plaque in memory of James Connolly, 
w was unveiled in the Cowgate area of Edinburgh, where 
Connolly was born one hundred years ago. 

The plaque, which was erected 
by the Edinburgh Trades Council, 
measures approximately 18in. 
square, and bear the inscription: 

"This plaque is erected to the 
memory of James Connolly, born 
June 5th, 1968, at 107 Cowgate. 
Renowned Trade Union and 
Working Class Leader. Founder 
of the Irish Socialist Republican 
Party. Member of the Provisional 
Government of the Irish Repub-
lic. Executed May 12th, 1916 at 
>Kilmainham Jail, Dublin." 

The unveiling was performed by 
.Dr. M. Brennan, who represented 
the Irish Embassy in London, and 
was preceded by some stirring 
speeches and a moving ceremony. 
Approximately 300 people had as-
sembled when the first speaker be-

,ean. 

He was Mr. James Dunne, Presi-
dent of the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions. He spoke of the identity 

ifif interests of Irish and Scottish 
workers. While Connolly is buried 
in Dublin, the people of Edinburgh 
can be proud of the fact that he 
was born in their midst. Mr. Enoch 
Humphries, President of the Scot-
t ish Trades Union Congress, also 
spoke. 

The Last Post was then played 
.by members of the Irish Transport 
and General Workers' Union band, 
who also provided a flag party 
carying the tricolour and the blue 
and white Starry Plough. 

The ceremony concluded with the 
Singing of "The Soldier's Song" and 
"The Red Flag." 

Also on the platform, in addition 
to the speakers were: James Con-
nolly's daughters, Mrs. Nora Con-
nolly-O'Brien and Mrs. Fiona Con-
nolly-Edwards, Mr. Gerard Griffin, 
representing the New Zealand Fed-
eration of Labour, Mr. Sean Red-

mond, representing the Connolly 
Association, a representative of the 
Irish Transport and General 
Workers' Union, and Mr. David 
Stewart. Edinburgh United Ireland 
Association. 

Also present were: Mr. Brian Wil-
kinson. representing the Perth 
Trades Council, Mr. Mick McGahey, 
President. Scottish Area, National 
Union of Mineworkers, Mr. Joseph 
Cooper, representing the Belfast 
Trades Council. Mr. Gerard Fitt, 
MP.. Mr. Bert Edwards, represent-
ing' the Harrow Trades Council, Mr. 
Denis Sweeney, Secretary of the 
East of Scotland Irish Society, Mr. 
Brian Farrington (Aberdeen), a 
member of the Connolly Association 
Executive Council, and delegates 
from Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee 
and Kirkcaldy Trades Councils. 

Wanderer's Diary By KiUeshandra 

Encounter with an O-Socialist 
J T is great to be told you are 

wasting your time. Espec-
ially by one who is palpably 
making such good use of his 
own — sitting in a pub while 
you were at a meeting. 

But I must tell the story. 
I t was in Glasgow. We had been 

holding a Connolly Commemora-
tion meeting. Afterwards I was 
introduced to a {nan well up in a 
leading white-collar union. Both 
shall be nameless. 

.It only goes to show that politics 
should not be brought into pubs. 
But I suggested be might help 
the Connolly Association in Glas-
gow. That started it. 

The grunt began, I think, in his 
belly, and became slightly more 
sophisticated as it worked its way 
up. 

"Well, well," it was trans-
formed into words, 'there's a 
great friend of mine—a man I've 
the deepest regard for— and he 
tells me that you (and he meant 
me) are wasting your time. 
Simply wasting your time." 

The more he thought of it. the 
more it saddened him. 

"Yes. With all your ability. 
Just wasting your time. Just 
think what you could be doing." 

I thought. I could perhaps be join-
ing the Prices and Incomes Board. 
But. then, I don't think they'd 
have me. 

T T E was obliging, however. He 
tried to put me right, 
"iyyou not see," he went on, 

stressing his left-wing connec-
tion and years in the movement 
m passing, "that you can't do 
anything to help the Irish over 
here. They have to help them-
selves. And we" don't want any 
Tariq Alis either." 

He expanded on Jthe theme. 
"After all, we've got Harland and 
Wolffs here in_; Glasgow, and 

they've got Harland and WnlfT.s 
in Belfast. See? It's not a ques-
tion of England and Ireland. Ol 
course I suppose the only .solu-
tion is to take over the fac-
tories." 

He seemed a wee bit hesitant about 
that one. 

Anyway, I decided I was wast-
ing my time, and extricated my-
self from the gentleman's com-
pany. 

"Who in heaven's name is that 
one?" I enquired. 

"Och. He talks like an Orange 
Socialist." 

"In God's name, wtiat's that?" 
"You'd know if you lived up 

here." 
I 'm rather glad I do not live "up 
there." 

For here was a "socialist" who 
tore up the very loundation on 
which socialism was supposed to be 
based, international s o l i d a r i t y 
between the peoples of different 
countries. 

I P nothing can be done to sup-
port the Irish independence 

struggle in Britain, then nothing 
can be done in the United States 
to help the martyred people of 
Vietnam. 

Those who are trying to get 
justice for Biafra are likewise wast-
ing their time. 

And the British trade unionist 
can get on with the really prac-
tical job of gaining economic con-
cessions — and seeing them swept 
away by the political situation 
caused by his country's involve-
ment in imperialist adventures. 

Of course, when you come to 
think of it, it was the worthy trade 
union brother who was wasting his 
time. 

All his efforts over the years, and 
no doubt they were creditable and 
sustained and not always a failure, 
were in Jeopardy because he had 

stuck solely to economics and for-
gotten about politics. 

Like taking over the factories 
without thinking about the police. 

Or sticking one's head in the 
sand when one lives in an imper-
ialist country where the final suc-
cess of the working class depends 
on that country ceasing to be 
imperialist. 

, And in case he sees this and asks 
what he could do, I'll tell him. 
Press that British troops are with-
drawn from the six counties. 
Apparently the British imperialists 
find it quite possible to help their 
friends in Ireland. And insist on 
the restoration of democracy in a 
place where the Union flag flies. 

MEETINGS IN 
SCOTLAND 

r r iHE unveiling of the Connolly 
plaque in Edinburgh wSs the 

climax of a week's activity in Scot-
land devoted to Connolly Centenary 
meetings. On Tuesday, June 4th, 
Mr Desmond Greaves addressed a 
meeting convened by the Glasgow 
Trades Council. 

On the same evening Mr. Sean 
Redmond spoke at a meeting in 
Dundee. On Wednesday, June 5th, 
the actual date of Connolly's birth, 
Mr. Desmond Greaves spoke in 
Edinburgh at a meeting organised 
by the Trades Council. Mr. Sean 
Redmond spoke in Perth on the 
same evening to members of the 
Perth Trades Council. 

On Thursday, June 6th, the 
Glasgow Connolly Association or-
ganised a meeting at which Mr. 
Hugh MacDiarmid, the distin-
guished Scottish poet, spoke along 
with Desmond Greaves and Sean 
Redmond. 

WORLD COMMENTARY by PAT DEVINE 
y The amazing, indefatigable French \ 

i 

MANCHESTER 
JULY 16th, 8 p.m. 

(Tuesday) 

MICHAEL O'MORDAN 
speaks at 

ALL SAINTS 

REGISTER OFFICE, 
Chairman — MR. CROWE 

("PEN years ago, in June 1958, my 
J- Commentary was headed 
"Fascism Threatens France." In 
last month's Commentary I referred 
to the growing danger of fascism 
arising from the Neo-Nazi election 
victories in West Germany. It is 
happening again. 

Events since then show the 
growth of reaction everywhere — 
the assassinations of Martin Luther 
King and Senator Robert Kennedy, 
the renewed Tory effort in Britain 
to give full freedom to the handful 
of white settlers in Rhodesia, to 
continue their domination of the 
millions of Rhodesian Africans, by 
rejecting the United Nations -deci-
sion for stronger sanctions against 
the Smith Junta, and enlisting the 
Tory backwoodsmen in the House 
of Lords to tyeate a constitutional 
crisis by defeating the Government. 

The outrageous intervention by 
Cecil King the recent overlord -of 
the "Dally Mirror," who made an 
attack upon the Government, in 
such a vicious manner, as to jeo-
pardise the security of the nation, 
was all part of the Tory plot to take 
over in 'Britain. 

DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH 
T h e millionaire monopolists 

everywhere are girding their loins 
because they see the men and 
women who work by hand and brain 
growing stronger In unity for the 
right to live in peace and prosperity. 
The confrontation of the classes 
becomes more obvious every day. 

Society has progressed from the 
days of slavery, feudalism, the Tol-
puddle Martyrs, the Martin 
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Murphys, the Pale, the Castle, when 
. t e e working man .had to beg leave 
to. $4), to the present-day position 
where the men of no property are 
correctly demanding appropriate 
rewards for their labour. 

As our foundation father James 
Connolly would say, they want the 
world for the people who have con-
tributed to its wealth, rather than 
allow the payasites—landlords and 
warmakers to hog the lot. 

I n these circumstances, imperial-
ism realising its danger, that its 
days,are numbered, is, like the cor-
nered rat, prepared to resort to 
any >desperate and bloody act to try 
to maintain its grip on Society. 

FRANCE THE KEY 
In past months France has been 

engaged in one of the greatest 
struggles in its history with the 
people, led by their great Trade 
Union Federations and Progressive 
Political Parties challenging Gene-
ral De Gaulle and the big employers 
for improved conditions and wage 
increases m factory, mine and mill, 
civil service and universities. 

The massive general strike of 
millions, the million - strong street 
demonstrations and student actions 
all helped to win substantial con-
cessions from the employers and 
the .Government, which they now 
try to withhold. 

On June 23rd the first round of 
the French election took place so 
we will have to deal with the re-
sults in our next issue. 

Some people see fche issue as one 
of Communism. But others do not 

"The choice facing the people 
is not between the maintenance 
of Gaullism and the installation 

,of Communism. The choice which 
faces the country is clear: 

"It is between personal power 
which would open the way to a 
military dictatorship. accom-
panied by reactionary and anti-
social measures, and a new demo-
cracy based on the unity of all 
wosfctag-cl«ks. democratic and 
prog»essive forces, of which the 

Communists form an integral 
part said Communist iiParty Genlp-
ral Secretary ^Waldecfc Roojwt 
opening his Party's election Cam-
paign. 

"Contrary to General De 
Gaulle whose Party demands 
power for itself alone, we .Com-
munists are not demanding 
power for our Party alone. 

"We say that the construction 
of a truly democratic Society In 
France is not the work of one 
man or one party, even our own 
Party, but a task of the .entire 
people." 
On the eve of the election the 

Gaullist Government banned #11 
demonstrations. In the situation 
in Prance, that could mean the 
worst provocation aimed at stam-
peding certain grovs>s of electors 
into voting for De Gaulle to the 
hope of preserving some semblance 
of normality and peace on the 
streets of France. 

FASCIST GENERALS 
RELEASED 

The most sinister aspect of the 
current French scene, as I write, is 
the ostentatious return to France, 
with Gaullist Government autho-
rity, of the neo Fascist Bidault, fol-
lowed by the release from prison of 
Generals Salan and Argoud- and 
many other leaders' of the French 
Colonists in Algeria of whom I 
wrote ten years ago. 

Their record as leaders of the 
Freneh paratroops reeks of violence 
and murder. Their return to 
France and freedom seems to be 
clear evidence that De Gaulle is 
prepared to give the green light for 
military violence and repression 
and needs these villains, first to 
placate the army generals and 
second to impose the same tortures 
and repressions as they did In 
Africa 

They failed in 19&8. They will 
fail in 1968. We must all do what 
we can to ensure that. 

There was widespread acclaim 

and joy a few weeks ago when that 
great fighter for freedom in Greece, 
Tony Ambatieloe was reunited with 
his extraordinarily courageous and 
wonderful wife Betty. 

Neither has ever relaxed efforts, 
despite imprisonment and torture, 
to establish a free and independent 
Greek nation. We welcome them 
and pledge to aid their struggle. 

It was with amazement that I 
learned that the British Govern-
ment had graciously agreed to give 
Tony a permit to stay in Britain 
for three months. What an out-
rage. 

King Oonstantine and his family 
were placed under no limits or re-
strictions when they came here, that 
I know of. indeed Lord Mountbat-
ton offered them the -hospitality of 
his great mansion/p*Uae. 

Is this because Conatentine is a 
member of the .Royal JtehWt-warren 
and an enemy of the Qr&k. people, 
whilst Tony is champion of the 
working class* 

After all Prince Philip, the Greek 
Princling, only qualifies for British 
citizenship because he married an 
Englishwoman. Well TOny Am-
batielos married a Welshwoman 
Betty, so by the same standard" of 
measurement he should have the 
right to stay here as lc«g as he 
likes. Indeed the Queen might con-
sider granting him one of the Grace 
and Favour apartments in Kensing-
ton Palace. 

LABOUR PARTY 

KNOCKS STORMONT 
The Hampstead Constituency La-

bour Party, on the motion of 
Malachy McKenna of Belfast, has 
carried a resolution demanding that 
the Government compel Stormont 
to grant civil liberties no less 
favourable than those- which excel 
in Britain. The resolution goes to 
Conferenoe in October 

« 
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YOUTH OF IRELAND TURNS TO THE LEFT 
Students revolt against archaism 

A S young people throughout 
Europe and America revolt 

against the mess their elders 
have made of the world, the 
young people of Ireland too are 
not behind. For it is no exag-
geration to say that not since 
the period 1916-21 has there 
been such life, political interest 
and critical awareness in the 
young people of the country 
than at the present time. 

I t shows itself among the stu-
dents who are revolting against the 
archaic structure of the univer-
sities and colleges, demanding a 
say in the organisation of their 
courses and questioning the values 
which so much of their teaching is 
designed to inculcate. It shows 
itself in the flow of young people 

9 into political organisations, social-
ist and republican, and into the 
language movement. It can be 
seen in the sheer flow of colourful 
and youthful life along the streets 
of the towns and cities, in the 
crowds of young people at the 
country dance-halls and the cheer-
ful, confident t e e n a g e r s and 
twenty-year-olds who congregate at 
Fleadh Ceoils and Feiseanna, in 
singing pubs and at football 
matches, in school yards and on 
college steps throughout the coun-
try. 

<r * <r 
TUST as in the period 1916-21 

there is statistically a very size-
able number of young people in 
Ireland today. There are in fact 
more young people in the age-
range 20-24 than at any other time 
this century'. The reason for this 
is twofold. During the war years 
in Ireland and in the first years 
after the war, a lot of babies were 
bom. For one reason or another 
the birth rate always goes up in 
war-time, c a u s i n g a so-called 
"bulge" in the age structure. These 
war-time infants are now young 
men and women. Moreover, because 
of the decline in emigration in 

by 
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recent years more of them have 
remained in the country than 
would have been the case if they 
had grown up in the 1950s. During 
the fifties for example, almost one 
half of each teenage age-group 
emigrated from the country. Today 
the proportion is less than a 
quarter. 

This is an important population 
change. The "demographic struc-
ture" is altering as the sociologists 
say. It is also a change with poli-
tical implications. 

ir ft b 
7 OR this is a generation which I expects more from life than its 

fathers. Its members are more 
critical of society; they have 
higher aspirations. Most of them 
want to stay and work in Ireland 
and build up their own society. 
They are well aware of the econ-
omic pressures that are exerted on 
young people to force them to 
emigrate. They resent them and 
ask why the Twenty-Six County 
State has failed to deal with 
them. By asking the right ques-
tions they are on the first stage 
to learning the right answers. 

These young people too are less 
glamour-struck by the wonders and 
opportunities of far foreign fields. 
Television and radio brings the 
ends of the earth to their parents' 
front rooms. They see the horrors 
of Vietnam, the violence of 
America, the political and social 
mess of Britain, the rise of neo-
fascism in Germany, the grandiose 
paternalism over a people in revolt 
of De Gaulle, the exploitation of 
three continents by imperialism, the 
starvation of a thousand million 
people — and they say to them-
selves: With an effort we could 
really make a worthwhile society 
here in Ireland, a state which 

would be a haven in a world of 
madness, "a Republic tha t would 
be a beacon-light to the oppressed 
of every land," to use words de-
scribing the state James Connolly 
worked for. 

ft ft ft 
rpiHE c u l t of "Europeanism," 
-*- which was the ideological diet 

of a generation of European youth 
and against which they a re now 
revolting, has little at tract ion for 
the modern Irish youth, despite 
the assiduous and well-financed 
efforts of its propagators. They will 
have nothing to do with the deni-
gration of national traditions, the 
sneers at the national language, 
the snide remarks about the Irish 
people's attempts to build a n inde-
pendent state which were the com-
mon places of a few years back. 
They seek other fare. 

This is a generation too which 
knows little of the Cold War. The 
ideological cries and party shibbo-
leths of the 1950s leave them cold. 
They do not remember McCarthy-
ism or Hungary or the Korean War 
or N.A.T.O. in its heyday. The 
shuddering reflex and unthinking 
negative do not spring into being 
when they hear of socialism or 
communism. They can examine 
ideas and social systems on their 
merits as has not been done in 
Ireland for fifty years. It is not 
surprising that so many of them 
take up James Connolly and read 
avidly about what Pearse and 
Clarke and McDermott and the 
others stood and worked for in 
their time. They have had partic-
ular opportunity to do so, of course 
ower the past three years, with the 
centaury celebrations of 1916 and 
thl i ' Jp ir of Connolly's birth: 

V ? » 

T T would be an impossible task 
to describe all the organisa-

tions and groups that this young 
generation of Irish people are 
forming today. They are manifold, 

FINE GAEL, THE TWO-HEADED IDOL 
T H E Fine Gael Party nowa-

days has two fades, like the 
Roman deity, Janus, who was 
able to look backward and for-
ward, and thus gave hit name 
to the Arst month of the year. 
The baekward-looking face is 
turned to the days of Cumann 
na nGael and the Blueshirts; it 
is the face of conservatism and 
reaction. The forwariHooking 
face is turned hopefully to a 
future when Fine Gael may 
entitle itself 'The Sooial Demo-
cratic Party," as proposed at its 
recent Ard Fheis, when it will 
possibly have merged with the 
Labour Party and when it will 
rule the oountry from a left-of-
centre position on the Irish 
political speotrum. 

Two faces are rather difficult 
things to co-ordinate. In the case 
of Fine Oael the co-ordinating fac-
tor is a common desire to taste the 
spoils of office, which can only be 
done if party unity between liber-
als and conservatives is preserved, 
and a concerted attempt made to 
woo the Labour Party into a coali-
tion. 

I I ERE ls the backward-looking 
' Fine Gael, spokesman for big 

business and the big farmers, and 
advocate of the Common Market as 
the solution to Ireland's Ills. It Ls 
the Party leader. Mr. Liam Cos-
grave, speaking at the Fine Oael 
Ard Flicis: 

"In a recent speech the head of 
the EEC.'* agricultural policy 
stated that m his view the smallest 
dairy farm unit which would be 
economical in Europe in the future 
would be one including about 400 
rows and keeping five men fully 
employed Tha t is a statement to 

which one should give serious 
thought. It is clearly ludicrous to 
base our dairy policy in Ireland on 
the small, one-man farm, if five or 
ten years from now these are not 
going to have any chance of sur-
viving." 

And further on in the same 
speech: "In the next few years un-
popular decisions are going to 
have to be taken There can be no 
avoiding that. We in Fine Gael are 
ready, as a Government, to take 
those decisions because we believe 
that at this critical time what the 
people want is honest leadership." 

In other words, put us in because 
we will take unpopular decisions— 
an appeal to the politics of big 
business and the big purse! 

A ND here, a few weeks later, is 
' the spokesman of Fine Gael's 
"Liberals," Senator Garret Fitz-
gerald, the advocate of changing 
the party's name to that of the 
"Social Democratic Party" and one 
of the most intelligent men in the 
country, who realises tha t Irish 
capitalism must make substantial 
concessions to the workers in the 
years ahead if they are to be kept 
from embarking on radical 
courses. He says to the Dublin 
Catholic Social Study Congress:— 

"The system that considers pro-
fit as the key motive for economic 
progress, competition as the 
supreme law of economics and pri-
vate ownership of the means of pro-
duction as an absolute right that 
has no limits and carries no cor-
responding social obligations, leads 
to the international imperialism of 
money and cannot be too strongly 
condemned . . . if certain landed 
estates impede the general pros-
perity becau.se they are extensive, 
unused or poorly used, or because 
they bring hardship to people, or 
are detrimental to the interests of 

the country, the common good 
sometimes demands their expro-
priation." 

The -Senator goes on to advocate 
worker "participation" in manage-
ment, refers to General de Gaulle's 
advocacy of a "middle-way" be-
tween capitalism and socialism, and 
suggests tha t Ireland may have 
much to learn from the way they 
do things in Yugoslavia! 

I \ISCORDANT voices certainly— 
and they become even more 

discordant when one listens to Mr. 
James Dillon calling for a crusade 
against Communism together with 
America on the one hand, and Mr. 
Declan Costello outlining a pro-
gramme for a "just society' that 
is far more radical than anything 
the Labour Party has produced on 
the other. Both are members of 
the same party! 

Current Dublin political gossip 
has it that Mr. Liam Cosgrave will 
not long remain as leader of Fine 
Gael and that the exigencies of a 
rapprochement with the Labour 
Party in order to form a coalition 
demand that Fine Gael's liberal 
face should be much more to the 
fore. Others see the liberal wing 
of Fine Gael breaking away from 
its conservatives in order to merge 
with the Labour Party, possibly 
under a new name, which would 
then become the second party in the 
Dail 

If it does come to another coali-
tion Ijetween Fine Oael and Labour 
there can be little doubt that, 
whatever number of ministries the 
Labour Party may be allocated, the 
Fine Gael people would have more 
weight and influence In the Gov-
ernment. In terms of talent, 
brains and the political expertise 
of their Oireachtas representatives 
Fine Gael is today by far the 
superior of the two. 

MR. L I A M M U L R E A D Y 

political, social, cultural, language. 
Some young people study the soc-
ialist teachings of Connolly and 
seek to persuade others of their 
truth at public meetings, selling 
political literature, engaging in 
social agitation Others go on work 
camps, digging drains for the cot-
tiers of some western village, bring-
ing life and good example to 
dispirited, neglected, emigration-
scourged communities. Others bring 
warm meals to the isolated elderly 
of the cities, organise youth clubs 
and adventure playgrounds, study 
Irish, collect ballads, flock in then-
thousands to evening classes to 
make up for the deficiencies of a 
poor quality education. It would be 
foolish to expect unity of effort 
and a common purpose amongst a 
whole generation; but what is very 
widespread, showing itself in many 
different ways and activities, is the 
questioning of conventional wis-
dom, the idealism and the urge to 
build a more worthy society in 
modern Ireland than the society 
they have inherited. 

Not every generation shows sim-
ilar " strivings. There are genera-
tions which are mirror images of 
their elders, complacent and medi-
ocre. There are generations which 
break new ground for their people 
and decisively advance their coun-
try into a better, future. The 
present generations of young Irish 
people will be one of the latter. 

HAVE YOU' GOT 
THIS MUSIC? 

AM compiling a book on 
* Easter 1916 to be illustrated 

by songs and music. Most tradi-
tional Irish songs are known so 
well and sung so frequently that 
the majority of books give the 
words only. Out of the fifty or so 
songs I have chosen for inclusion 
in the book I am unable to trace 
the music of the following ten and 
would be most grateful to any 
readers of the "Irish Democrat" 
who may be able to furnish infor™ 
mat ion concerning the source of 
music for any of these. I have here 
followed the, titles by the words 
of the first line: 

A Song of Fianna Eireann 
(Hark to the tramp of the young 
guard of Eireann!); 

My Old Howth Gun (There ls 
sorrow in my heart); 

Let Me Carry Your Cross For 
Ireland Lord (Let me carry your 
cross for Ireland Lord); 

Thou Art Not Conquered Yet 
Dear Land (Thou art not oon-
quered yet dear land); 

The Dying 8oldier (Mother 
Ireland! I have loved thee); 

The Bright Silvery Light of 
the Moon (As I went out from 
my cot at the close of the day); 

A Song of Sean McDermott 
(When Sean McDermott heard 
the call); 

T'was On A Glorious Easter 
Day (T'was on a glorious Easter 
day); 

Bishop O'Dwer and Maxwell 
(And do you think that I 
forget); 

Blxteen Dead Men (Hark! in 
the still night. Who goes there?). 

E. C. 8HIELDS, 
"Naomh Eaiwa," 
19 Kildowan Road, 
Goodmayes, llford, 
Essex. 

Connolly Youth Conference 
"THE importance of organis-

ing and educating young 
people in the ideas of Social-
ism and the relevance of James 
Connolly today was stressed by 
many speakers at the recent 
second Annual Conference of 
the Connolly Youth Movement 
in Dublin. The fact that so 
many young people have come 
in contact with and have 
joined the C.Y.M. during the 
past two years shows that 
young people in Ireland are 
fed up with the lack of youth 
facilities, the lack of proper 
training for jobs, the complete 
sell-out of the 26-County Gov-
ernment to British imperialism 
and the acceptance by the 
Dublin Government of the neo-
colonial and second rate status 
of the country. These are some 
of the reasons why young 
people in particular are looking 
for an alternative to the pre-
sent set-up. 

The Conference, which was held 
on June 15th-16th, was an historic 
one for the C.Y.M. Held in the 
centenary month of Connolly's 
birth, it demanded more rights for 
the younger generation, better 
working conditions, the right to 
live and to work in Ireland, free 
access for working class young 
people to places of higher educa-
tion, full adult rights at 18, includ-
ing the right to vote, an end to the 
system of dead-end jobs for those 
between 14 and 18, and an .end to 
all discrimination against young 
people. The members present were 
unified on the question of close 
co-operation with other young 
socialists and republican organisa-
tiona in the future. 
irpHE C.Y.M., which was set up 
J- three years ago, has continually 

put forward Socialist ideas to the 
young people of the country, and 
particularly in Dublin. It was 

by 

Liam Mulready 
among the first organisations to 
come out in support of the Vietnam 
people in their struggle against 
American domination. It has con-
tinued to expose to young people 
the subservient attitude of the 
Twenty Six County Government to 
the United States and Britain. It 
has done this on every possible oc-
casion, through leaflets, articles, 
features in political newspapers, 
and through frequently-held public 
meetings. We intend to do more 
in this connection in the future. 

The monthly public meetings of 
the C.Y.M. at Abbey Street, Dublin, 
have become regular forums for 
Left-Wing young people in the city. 
At the last one, which was held to 
commemorate the birth of Con-
nolly, there were guest speakers 
from the Irish Workers' Party and 
the Six Counties. As a fitting re-
minder of the relevance of Con-
nolly today, over £7 worth of his 
writings were sold at this one meet-
ing alone. 

These public meetings are held 
for two purposes. Firstly, to put 
the C.Y.M. ideas and policy over to 
young people, and, secondly, to de-
velop members of the C.Y.M. as 
public speakers. 

The C.Y.M has been very active 
also on the question of Dublin's 
appalling housing problem. Its 
annual conference called on its 
members to support the work of the 
Dublin Housing Action Committee. 

The Conference demanded, as 
measures to deal with the housing 
crisis: (1) The nationalisation of 
urban building land; (2) Public 
ownership of the building industry 
(3) Public control of the building 
societies. 
rpHE housing question is very im-
J- portant to C.Y.M. members, for 
it affects young married couples 

very much. At the present time 
when young people get married! 
first they are entirely at the mercy 
of the Landlord Class, whose only-
concern is to get as much profit out 
of them as possible, and humani-
tarian considerations fly out the 
window. 

The C.Y.M. has also exposed the 
complete lack of facilities for teen-
agers in the city, and also the lack 
of proper jobs for working class 
youth in Ireland. It is intended to 
start a campaign to get several 
swimming pools built during this 
summer. This is especially import-
ant in view of the drowning inci-
dents in the canals around Dublin 
recently. 

Dublin, astonishingly, has only 
two indoor swimming pools to cater 
for its quarter-million people, 
which is obvious enough proof that 
the Corporation is not exactly 
over-concerned with the needs of 
young people at the moment. 

TX^HAT future has the C.Y.M? 
" Because of the very favour-

able reaction of the young people 
to the C.Y.M. and its ideas, its 
future must indeed look bright. 
Despite the recent attempt to 
launch a witch-hunt by Laurie Cor-
coran, the Deputy Lord Mayor, as 
well as the outbursts of such 
champions of progress as Mr. 
James Dillon of the Fine Gael party 
and also the setting-up of an anti-
Left organisation in the city, the 
youth and students of Ireland are 
becoming more and more conscious 
of the world around them. 

They also are realising that 
neither F ianna Fail nor Fine Gael 
can bring about the far-reaching 
changes which are needed if we are 
to develop as an independent, 
democratic, 32-County Republic 
which Connolly aimed and worked 
for all his life. The aim of the 
C.Y.M. is to awaken the working 
class youth to the relevance of 
socialism and of Connolly's ideas to 
the needs of our country today. 

IRA. SETS FIRE TO SCAB TRANSPORT 
TpOR two months now 400 

workers at the E.I. company, 
Shannon, have been fighting 
hard to obtain recognition for 
their union, the I.T.G.W.U. 
Many of them are girls; they 
are almost all young people, 
from Clare and Limerick, who 
are not long left their parents' 
farms and holdings and have 
little, experience of industrial 
conditions. Yet they are fight-
ing manfully for the right to 
have their trade union accepted 
as the negotiating body on 
their behalf. 

The E.L management refuses, 
having gulled 800 other workers into 
believing that they will lose their 
jobs if they have anything to do 
with the union. Either that or 
that they will do better by relying 
an the management's benevolence. 
Sticks and carrots have been liber-
ally used to keep cme section of the 
workers in line; but the rest have 
seen through the game and pre-
served their Independence and 
bought for their rights. 

? * K-

• r p 8 E eyes of the country, and par-
1 tlcularly the trade union 

world, have been on the X.I affair. 
There have been pickets and court-
cases, injunctions and negotiations, 
but the E.L Company has proved 
adamant. It is one of the largest 
companies In Ireland now, and if it 
succeeds in getting away with re-
fusing recognition to the country's 
biggest union, its example will be 
followed by many. 

The lesson has been spelt out bv 
another American, Mr. T. H. Coul-
ter, chief executive of the Chicago 

AsaocUUcn of Commerce and In-
dustry, who came to Ireland with 

20 industrialists from one of the 
richest areas of America as guests 
of the Government. He warned 
that labour troubles of the type 
taking place in the E.I. Company 
"were more likely to discourage 
foreign investors than anything else 
that could happen in the country." 
In other words, his opinion was 
that if foreign firms could get 
away with a policy of non-recogni-
tion of trade unions in their own 
country, then they should be per-
mitted to do so in Ireland 

TCTHEN questioned about the 
* » suggestion that foreign inves-

tors getting State grants in a 
country like Ireland should con-
form to existing trade union prac-
tices, this gentleman said: "Nobody 
likes compulsion and we will resist 
it. We believe in freedom and we 
don't like to be dictated to in labour 
relations or in any area." 

In other words, Mr. Coulter's 
definition of freedom means that 
big business should have the right 

to dictate with the minimum of in-
terference. He then went on to re-
mind his hearer that in the U.S.A. 
only 25 per cent of the labour force 
was organised. He should have 
been reminded that in Ireland the 
figure is 56 per cent, and our only 
regret is that it isn't higher. 

Simultaneously with Mr. Coul-
ter's advice to the Irish Govern-
ment and people, it is reported that 
down in Tralee pressure is being 
put on workers in a local hotel and 
a department store to leave the 
trade union or have nothing to do 
with it. As usual, small and 
medium-sized business takes its cue 
from big. It is exactly what hai>-
pened in 1913. 

V 9 V 

OTHERS have different views, 
however. The E.I. Company is 

following a policy of insulating the 
strike-breakers at the factory from 
their erstwhile colleagues as much 
as possible. Every Saturday and 
on the workers' half-day, for ex-
ample, trips are arranged for them 
on the Shannon in a boat hired by 
the company. This Ls meant to keep 

them happy and at the same time 
keep them away from the people 
who are on strike. u 

Buses, hired by the company, are 
also used to transport workers to 
the factory from a wide area, carry-
ing them through the picket-lines in 
comfort and safety, so that they 
can scarcely hear the exhortations 
and jeers of the men and girls on 
strike. 

In early June units of the I.R.A. 
destroyed a number of these buses 
in a simultaneous operation carried 
out in Limerick, Meath, Kildare, 
Clare and Dublin. The following 
statement was issued: 

"This action was taken against 
these vehicles and their owners' l 
premises because they were being 
used to carry strike-breakers to E.I. 
in Shannon. We therefore warn "all 
blacklegs and their masters that 
the I.R.A. is conscious of its du<|' j 
as the revolutionary army of the ! 

Irish people and will defend the 
rights of the Irish workers when-
ever these rights are attacked by 
foreign or native opportunists in 
their attempt to exploit Irish 
labour." 

New criminal justice bill menace 
TITHEN a government is 

doing what the people 
want it has no reason to fear 
their protests or antagonism. 
But when a government is 
embarked on anti-popular poli-
cies it seeks invariably to res-
trict the civil liberties of 
citizens. 

It is not surprising therefore that 
civil liberties and the rights of 
political demonstration should be 
under attack in the twenty-six 
counties today. As English eco-

nomic penetration goes on apace, 
and as the Fianna Fail Govern-
ment bends over backwards to co-
operate. the State seeks to 
strengthen its powers to deal with 
the inevitable opposition of the 
people. 

And so we have the attempt to 
abolish P R . to bring in the British 
system of elections which would en-
sure Fianna Fall up to 90 seats in 
the Dail and would decimate the 
Labour Party. We have the Gov-
ernment's proposals to restrict the 
rights of trade unionists, and we 

have the Criminal Justice Bill. 
The Criminal Justice Bill is one 

of the most dangerous attempts to 
whittle nway political rights that 
have been mooted in the l wentv-
six counties since the Offences 
Against the State Act. If passed 
without substantial amendments, it 
will hamstring any movement en-
gaged in public activities, political 
or otherwise. While there are some 
good proposals in it, its restrictions 
on the right to demonstrate, hold 
public meetings and organise 

(Continued on Page Sin) 

SINN FEIN AT 
RATHDRUM 

MR . T O M A S M C G I O L L A said 
E c o n o m i c Independence 

should not be confused with Eco-
nomic Nationalism in an isolation-
ist sense implying a rigid tariff 
policy and a lowering of the stan-
dard of living, but was essentially 
the ability of a nation to control 
and direct its economy free of, or 
in spite cf. external or internal 
pressures in such a way that the 
resources of the nation are de-
veloped in the interests of all its 
people and not in the interests of 
a small clique or a foreign power. 
The essential prerequisites for this 
independence are:— 
<li Absolute sovereignty over all 

its territory and resources. 

21 Freedom from political or mili-
tary restriction or unfafr inter-
national commitments or en-
tanglements. 

131 Complete control over the eco-
nomic forces within the nation 
in particular over finances. 

The denial of such independence 
at present and in the past and the 
necessary social and economic 
structure has resulted in emigra-
tion rather than a population 
figure today of seven million 
people. Conceding only the shadow 
rather than the substance of free-
dom to the Irish people in 1921 
Britain maintained her direct con-
trol over the most highly indus-
trialised portion of the country and 
imposed economic, political and 
military restrictions on the re-
mainder. 

In the North the six-county 
Tories maintained their power by 
coercive and discriminating tactics 
with the hypocritical pretence of 
goodwill but in the 26-countles 
hypocrisy reaches much baser levels 
with the claim of the government 
to be Republican whilst still operat-
ing within the financial, economic 
and political restrictions of the 
1921 Treaty. 

Na Fianna 
Eireann 

by 
Liam Mac An Ultaigh 

rJ^HIS organisation, a branch 
of the Republican Move-

ment, was founded in 1909 by 
Countess Markievicz as a semi-
military boy scout organisa-
tion designed to attract Irish 
boys and keep them from join-
ing the pro - British Baden-
Powell scouts w h i c h had 
spread to Ireland in 1909. 

Na Fianna made rapid progress, 
having Liam Mellows as its first or-
ganiser, and made a great contri-
bution to the national struggle in 
the years 1913-1923 and indeed in 
every Republican campaign . down 
to the most recent, 1956-1962. The 
roll of honour of F ianna Boys in-
cludes Sean Heuston, Con Colbert, 
Joe McKelvey, Charlie Kerins, 
Tommy Williams, Paul Smith, 
Oliver Craven and Kit Conway, 
who died in Spain fighting Fascism 
to mention but a few. 

ty yf. v 

A T its strongest, about 1921, with 
25,000 members, the fortunes 

of Na Fianna went up and down 
accordingly as the Republican 
Movement as a whole progressed or 
sank backwards. Since the 1940s 
the organisation has been small, 
but now, with the involvement of 
the Movement in the everyday 
struggles of the people. Fianna is 
beginning to advance once again. 
Its numbers in the Six Counties, 
where it is a banned organisation, 
are also on the increase. 

The building of a mere Boy 
Scout Organisation was never and 
is not the objective of the Republi-
can Movement, or of Na Fianna. As 
well as teaching boys scoutuK skills 
and to appreciate the openl i fe of 
the mountains and woods, Fianna's 
role is to educate them in Socialist-
Republican principles and objec-
tives, to see that when these boys 
do eventually leave the organisa-
tion, though they may not go into 
the senior branches of the Republi-
can Movement, they will have at the 
very least a fairly sound grasp of 
Socialist-Republicanism and its 
application in Irish conditions. 

V » » 

"XtHEY will be a disaffected sec-
-*- tion of society as it is pre-

sently constituted and will, it is 
hoped, be always ready and will-
ing t<> strike a blow for people's 
rights through the ballot-box, their 
trade unions, tenants' associations, 
and so on. 

And if more direct action is 
needed it is certain that many ex-

Tfianna will be among the first to 
turn out 

Were Ireland free and our 
Workers' Republic established, the 
Job of Na Fianna would be to act 
as a national scout • movement, in-
volved with the community on a 
local basis and providing and help-
ing to run scouting, recreational, 
sporting and educational events, 
courses, etc. in conjunction with a 
Ministry for Youth and Culture. 

It ls to be hoped that the present 
divisions in scouting would dis-
appear and the sectarian, govern-
ment-oriented Catholic Boy Scouts 
of Ireland and the Baden-Powell 
Scouts who yet remain, in general, 
loyal to Crown and Empire, would 
fade away into history and be re-
placed by an organisation, per-
haps Na Fianna. or at least one 
fulfilling Na Fianna's role. 



6 THE IRISH DEMOCRAT July 1968 

MY UTTLE SON 
£ * O M E , my little son, and I will tell you what we'll do, 

Undress yourself and get into ,bed and a tale I'll tell to you. 
It's all about your Daddy, he's a man you'll seldom see, 
For he's had to roam fair away from home, away from you and me. 
Remember laddie, he's still your Dad, though he's working far 

away 
In the cold and heat, all hours of the week on England's motorway. 

Now when you fall and hurt yourself and get a feeling had, 
It Isn't any good to go running for your Datf. 
For the only time since you were born he's had to spend wi th you, 
Ho was out of a job, and he hadn't a bob—he was signing on -the 

"broo." 
Remember laddie, he's still your Dad, though he's working far 

away 
In the cold and heal, all the hours of the week, on England's 

motorway. 

Sure you'd like your Daddy here; yes sure it would be fine 
*To have him working nearer home and to see him all the time, 
But beggars can't be choosers and we have to bear our load 
For we need the money your Daddy earns working on the road. 
Rememher laddie, he's still your Dad, and he'll soon be home to 

stay 
For a week or two, with me and you, when he's built the 

motorway. 
-^EWAN MacCOLL (by kind permission of the author). 

THE OLD 
BOG ROAD 

Jy/JY feet are here on Broadway 
This blessed harvest morn, 

But et», the ache that's in my heart 
For the spot where I was born. 

My weary hands are blistered 
Through M l in cold And teat 

•l it oft, to swing a«cythe again 
Through O'geM-eMrish-wheat. 

Had I the chance to wander back 
Or own a king's *bode 

It's seen I'd -eae the hawthorn tree v 

By the 4>M .Ms* « « * . 

When I wa» jMiing and restless 
My mtoid wai m at .ease 

Through dreaming «f America 
And the gotdheyond -the seas. 

Ofe sorrow M m the* money! 
Tie hard to find the same 

And what's the werid to any . 

the 'Old «eg 

Ah, life's a 
»"« out by man, 
day m what Ifs worth 

i eani 
frMk far me 

k-there to i m m 
way anddraw my pay 

my a m atene. 
heart must hear its 

_ heavy be the Joed, 
80 Sad be with y e * Ireland, 

And the Old Beg Road. 

283 GRA Y 8 INN ROAD, 
I LONDON, W.C.1 

CaU or Write 

D A BHFAIGINH 
MO ROGA 

DO THRtUR ACU 
n A bhfaiginn mo roga do ttwiur 

acu, 
Do thriur acu, do thriur aou, 
Da bhfaiginn mo rosado thriur *uj 
Ni fheadar cioohe b'fhearr iioai. 

0 ^mo mhile .gile thu, 
,®ra mo ohroi forever thu, 

mo while gile thu, 
's Hi peata beag do jnhatbair , 

Mi piMsfainn fein an gadha dubh, j 
An gadha dubh, an gadh* d l M , 
Mi phaefafnn fein an gadha duMi 
Mar bionn se dubh >aa ceartain. 

Mi pheefainn fein an t-lascaire, 
An t-iascaira, an t>iasoaire, 
Mi phosfainn fein-an t-iascaire 
Mar biohn se fliuch o bhasta 

Mi phosfainn fein an tailiiurin, 
An taltliurin, an tailiiurin, 
Ni phasfainn fein an tailliurin, 
bionn codiadh griftn on gciabharair. 

M o b o n a n d bride 
'TOMIOHT I'm back in fanoy 
* flight 

Beside the Mafeon and the Bride 
"And g a n once more on 
Dear old Abbeys!**. 

I hear the waves a'crashing on the 
shore 

Around my own beloved Ardmore 
And view the verdant valleys 
Round eiashmore where you 
Will always find an open door. 

I gaae on Harbour View 
As the >evening sun goes down 
And reeall the happy days 
4>f yore I spent in 
-Old Oun Garvan Town. 

Today my footsteps sadly stray 
On foraian sail, 
Oh I wwn that I was back again 
In dear old Bailyvolle 
Or to hear the Friary Bell 
At eventide 
Resounding over o'er 
Old Abbeysido. 

MICHAEL MORRISSEY 

THE GLENS OF 
SWEET MAYO 

I 
T was late last night I heard the 

news 
That nearly broke my heart; 

A soldier boy came to our door 
And said, "You now must part 

All from your darling Johnny 
Whom you loved long years ago 

•And who now lies deadly wounded 
In the Glens of Sweet Mayo." 

My .taw he was a rebel boy, 
He tared *w*et liberty, 

In.nineteen and sixteen he fought 
ftp aat .old Ireland free. 

Whan the Black and Tans were 
caging 

-Me never feared the foe; 
It was Free 'State guns that shot 

my love 
In the Glens of Sweet Mayo. 

t 0 h , never mind your rebel boy, 
But come along with me; 

Money I have and plenty 
And married we will be. 

For what's the use in mourning 
For a lad that now lies low 

With the worms crawling round his 
eyes 

In the Glens ol Sweet Mafyo." 

"If y o u had all the money 
The French and Germans own 

Or if you had all the glittering gold 
The King has on his throne, 

Or if you owned all the little boats 
That are sailing here below, 

I would rather have my rebel boy 
In t h e Glens of Sweet Mayo. 

"But there is one request I have 
And grant it if you please, 

It is not much I have to ask 
But 'twill set my heart at ease. 

Have pity on a poor fair maid 
Who knows not where to go 

Come along with me and seek my 

in the Glens of sweet Mayo." 

HAVE AND 
NAVE MOTS 

IN EDINBURGH 
^ T the final gathering of the' 

C o n n o l l y - C e n t e n a r y in 
Edinburgh readings from and 
about Connolly were given by 
Honor A r u n d e l a n d Alex 
McCrindle, the actor. Miss 
Arundel read a poem of her 
own composition dealing with 
Connolly's life in Edinburgh. 

Mr. John Henry, Secretary of the 
Edinburgh Trades Council, gave a 
talk on Connolly's life, and was 
followed by Mr. Kiernan. Lecturer 
in History at the University who 
dealt particularly with the last two 
years of Connolly's life. 

He stressed the similarity of the 
situation in Ireland in those days 
with tha t in India and other parts 
of Asia he had personal knowledge 
of during the Second World War. 
He recalled the promise of "Inde-
pendence after the war" for India 
which was the echo of "Home rule 
af ter the war" for Ireland. But it 
didn't come—not that way. 

Mr. Kiernan said that the 
struggle between the "haves" and 
"have nots" was still with us. 

Mr. Henry remarked tha t there 
were demonstrators outside the 
hall carrying placards bearing such 
slogans as "No Popery." It showed 
tha t there were other divisions, for 
example between those who have 
intelligence and those who have 
not. 

NEWS COMMENT 
VIiHE Republican movement's in-

elusion of socialism in its pro-
gramme undoubtedly has many 
positive aspects. But it also raises 
problems which are not all plain 
sailing. A united Irish Republic 
would seem to most people to be an 
essential prerequisite to the estab-
lishment of socialism in Ireland. 
That cannot be lost sight of. 

But involvement in Socialism 
means involvement in many short-

term boss-worker struggles. These 
are the sphere of Trade Unionism, 
a long - established. sometimes 
almost gelatinized institution that 
will not be influenced by sudden 
shifts of the wind or tempted into 
short cuts There is an old saying 
that the emancipation of the 
workers is the Usk of the workers 
themselves. Those who wish to 
help them do not always have an 
easy problem to solve Mutual 
understanding is very necessary. 

CARROL BAWN 
' T W A S in the town of Wexford they sentettseii.hiiti to die, 

' Twas in the town of Wexford they buHt the gallows high, 
And there one summer morning when beaimed the gentle dawn 
Upon that cursed gallows they hung my Carroll Ban. 

Oh ! he was true and loyal* oh ! he was true and fair, 
And only nineteen summers shone on his golden hair; 
And when his gallant brothers had grasped the pike in hand, 
Where the green flag streamed the fairest, he stood for native land. 

I saw him cross the heather wi th his bold companie, 
And from the rising hillside he waved his hand to me; 
Then on my wild heart settled a load of woe and pain : 
Mo bhrdn! its throbbing told me we'd never meet again. 

Thay fought the Saxon foemen by Slaney's glancing wave, 
But brutal strength overpowered the gallant and the brave, 
And in the flight which followed that day of misery 
Sore wounded, he was taken, young Carroll B£n mo chroidhe. 

Oh, fairior geur! that ever I saw the dreadful sight— 
His locks all damply hanging, his cheeks so deadly-white. 
What wonder if my ringlets .were changed from dark to grey 
Or if the blessed hand of God had ta'en my life away. 

'Twas in the Town of Wexford they sentenced him to.die, 
'Twas in the Town of Wexford they built the gallows.high. 
With form,erect and manly, and look of scornful pride, 
For Ireland's faith and freedom my true love nobly .died. 

The meadow path is lonely, the hearth is cold and dim, 
And the silent churchyard blossom blooms softly over him ; 
And my heart is ever yearning for the calm rest coming on, 
When its weary pulse lies sleeping beside my Carroll B4n. 

- " L E O . " 

ON THE ONE ROAD 
T H O U G H we've had our quarrels now and then, 
' Now is the time to make them up a g a i n -

Sure aren't we all Irish anyhow ? 
And we've got to step together now. 

C H O R U S : 

On the one road, sharing the one load, 
O n the road to God knows where ; 
-On the long road, it may be the wrong road, 
But we're together now, who cares ? 
Northmen, Southmen, comrades a l l , 
Dublin, Belfast, Cork and Donegal, 
On the one road, swinging along, 
Singing a Soldier's Song. 

Tinker, tailor, every mother's son 
Butcher* baker, shouldering his gun. 
Rich man, poor man, every man in line, 
A l l together, just l ike Old Lang Syne. 

Night is darkest just before the dawn, 
From dissension Ireland is reborn, 
Now let us all, United Irishmen, 
Make our land a Nat ion Once Again. 

N€W CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL 
(Continued from Page five) 

pickets are particularly obnoxious. 
•A A A 

r p H E Criminal Justice Bill entails 
among other things: 

(1) The obligation to give 24 
hours' notice to the police before 
any public meeting or procession 
"except election meetings and other 
meetings customarily held." The 
Dail political parties can hold their-
meetings without permission, but 
other groups will have to ask police 
permission; 

(2) The police shall have the 
power to prohibit or impose condi-
tions on the holding of any public 
meeting or procession, whether cus-
tomary or not, not only if it is 
"feared it will lead to serious public 
disorder" but even if it may be ex-
pected to cause "undue interference 
with the right6 of other users of the 
highway." This oould, in effect, lead 
to a ban on any meeting in a fre-

' quented place and on all proces-
sions; 

(3) A ban on advocacy of any 
policy by suggesting "criminal 
means," for example, non-payment 
of taxes, rates or rents to local, 
authorities. A person advocating 
such non-payment of taxes would be 
disqualified for up to five years 
from receiving any public grant, 
and would be subject to special 
fines and imprisonment or both 

(4) A ban on demonstrations or 
meetings in connection with pro-
ceedings before a court. 

These provisions alone would 
make unlawful the recent housing 
demonstrations that have been car-
ried out In publin by the Housing 
Action Committee. They would 

make unlawful the demonstrations 
organised by the Trinity College 
students in protest against mis-
representation of their grievances 
by independent newspapers. They 
would make unlawful the demon-
strations carried out against the 
trials of those protesting at the 
Sarah Place evictions. 

A A 6 
'rITHESE and other provisions of 

* the Bill entail a very serious 
curtailment of accepted rights and 
appear to go well beyond what is 
normal in other countries. T h e 
wide powers given to the police, who 
are not trained or expected to un-
derstand popular feeling, but ra ther 
taught to consider expressions of 
resentment against authority as by 
their nature evil, are probably the 
worst characteristics of a very bad 
Bill. 

Widespread opposition can be ex-
pected to this clumsy attempt by 
the Fianna Pail Oovernment to 
curtail civil rights. Political orga-
nisations are not the only bodies 
affected. There are also the t rade 
union and farmers ' organisations, 
t he tenants' associations, house-
wives, religious bodies such as the 
Salvation Army—which has in t h e 
past done doughty work in main-
taining the r ights of free speech 
and assembly on Dublin's streets, 
and others. 

If the Ooverninent has sense it 
will drop these dangerous provisions 
of a Bill which would have the 
effect of bringing the civil liberties 
situation Inu the twenty-six coun-
ties more and more Into Mae wi th 
that In the six. 
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BOOKS 
edited by 

GERARD 
CURRAN 

LIFE WITH THE 
LAGS 

Jim Phelan: Nine Murderers and 
Me (Phoenix Houss, 21/-) . 

11 TY first acquaintance with Jim 
x x Phelan's writing was in a 
wartime book setting forth the pro-
posal that a committee should be 
set up- consisting of Winston 
Churchill, De Valera, Lord Craig-
avon, Sean O'Casey, Peadar O'Don-
nell and a farm-worker to be 
chosen at random, which would, the 
author was confident, resolve the 
Irish Question in two days. (Three 
hours extra might be required for 
the technicalities of removing the 
Border.) It says much for the 
sinewy vigour of Phelan's prose 
that as the preposterous argument 
unfolded one almost came to take 
it seriously. Only when the book 
was laid aside and reason restored 
to its rightful seat did the yawn-
ing credibility-gap become visible. 

Jim Phelan lived as a gipsy for 
most? of his life, but was also actor, 
blacksmith, film-scriptwriter, nove-
list, journalist and tramp. Many of 
his short stories appeared in 
"Argosy" magazine and he produced 
a series of books based on his ex-
periences as a tramp and a con-
vict. 

"Nine Murderers and Me" must 
be regarded as a mixture of remi-
niscence and fiction. When that 
credibility-gap becomes a chasm the 
author is not always to blame. It is 
for the publishers to explain refer-
ences to the Stephen Ward scandal, 
which occurred years af ter Phelan's 
death in 1960. Not tha t Jim Phe-
lan ever hesitated to draw the long 
bow. Readers may believe, if they 
wish, his account of an evening's 
drinking in the company of Clive 
Heath and the woman he was to 
murder sadistically before morning. 
Some will even accept his own as-
sessment of his unfailing skill in 
winning the confidence of the 
various "lifers" and outwitting the 
most malevolent screws. 

Many more, however, will prob-
ably view the whole thing as an 
implausible piece of sensationalism. 
The alleged social purpose of the 
book—a plea for psychiatric treat-
ment of murderers instead of long 
Imprisonment—is not) advanced by 
dark hints of the author's connec-
tion with the I.RAi, by a mystify-
ing aecomit of His conviction for 
"technical murder," or by digres-
sions into the forms of sexual 
deviation. It all seerws a sad 
waste of virile, witty prose. 

S.T. 

MARGARET 
BO m m R.hP 

p u t RICK Rdk MWC43AVOXUN 
wrtt«s> that MP MW jiMt hMfrd 

of thW death &f Mtogwret gtmnr, 
na . i r , o r mn<*wj a*, oamguj on ft>Mu*ry*?Tft Hut, 

She was widow of the-late Patrick 
Bonner who died In IftSt. 

She waa one of the U»t links with 
the stormy- dfcya which oocurred lr> 
th* dfstHot to tft* ffot- quarter of 
this century. Sit* and Iter husband 
were among tH* first to associate! 
th»ms*lv*» wfth Sinn K i n when If 
was MtabUshMf in Co. Donegal 

She *li*Hent many- wM> war* 
"on th* run" during- th*- trow* In, 
m*n from Tyrone, D*rry and Ftr1 

aa wm» a » mm otn*a»i. 
'HUM by 

th* Una, and h*r hueband was 
arrestM. 

Patriok MfccVaughlln did nut 
know her during, the taa war, but 
dupmc ( R v t h P W d M l f ah* sup* 
ported MNMSINM4MM, ha wasiaf 
constant visitor at h*r house. H« 
torn* a womb* «i *up#» 
oouraan *m# MKT OTteN I «*«••, 
saturated in Irish history and « 
strong;MflMfct* Of the cottage In-
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SAINT PATRICK : His Origins 
and Career, by R. P. C. Han-
son (O.U.P. 30/-). 

I T was largely on the author-
ity of an English historian, 

J. B. Bury ("Life of St. Pat-
rick," 1905), that Ireland cele-
brated the 15th centenary of 
Bishop Patrick's arrival and of 
his death in 1932 and 1961 
respectively. 

Yet the late T. P. O'Rahilly's ex-
haustive study of Irish texts led 
him to update these events by 30 
years, and to resolve conflicting 
accounts by postulating two Pat-
ricks, one known as Palladius and 
sent by Pope Celestine, and a later 
bishop, the author of the "Confes-
sion" and of the "Letter to Coro-
ticus.'1 A third view places the 
saint's apostolate earlier t han Bury, 
bringing him to Ireland at some 
point between 390 and 395, and 
giving his obit as shortly before 

THE UNARMED VISITOR 
the despatch of Palladius by Celes-
tine. an event vouched for by 
Prosper of Aquitaine as occurring 
in 432. 

Controversy over St. Patrick has 
by no means been confined to his 
dates. A century ago J. H. Todd 
claimed his as the prototype of 
evangelical protestantism, while the 
Maynooth Catechism until recently 
stated categorically that he was 
sent by Celestine as a missionary 
from Rome. Pere Paul Grosjean, 
Norah Chadwick, and many other 
eminent scholars credited him with 
a long period of training either at 
Auxerre under Germanus or at 
Lerins. Some have thought he was 
a monk, others that he was an 
opponent of monasticism — even 
that his mission was part of a 
papal campaign to c h e c k it. 
Another disputed question has 
been whether or not he consecra-
ted other bishops. 
r p H E S E are some of the problems 

to which R. P. C. Hanson add-

resses himself in a book which ful-
fils the promise of his inaugural 
lecture as Professor of Theology at 
Nottingham delivered two years 
ago. He seeks to clear away the 
overgrowth of legend that has 
hitherto obstructed research into 
the life of a man who made a 
unique impression on the folk-
memory of the Irish. Earlier auth-
orities have relied to a greater or 
less degree on the later tradition 
concerning Patrick — the "Lives" 
of Muirchu and Tirechan. the 
"Liber Angeli" and the "Vita Tri-
partita"—and also on the various 
Irish annals. 

Prof. Hanson rejects all such 
evidence on the grounds that 
these accounts were influenced by 
historical conditions subsequent to 
Patrick's time, and tha t the mem-
ory of Palladius had through the 
intervening c e n t u r i e s become 
absorbed in the more memorable 
story of Patrick. He relies instead 

THREE IRISH PLAYS—reviewed by Raymond Cross 
r_pHE flag of the Citizen Army 

was raised at Hampstead 
Theatre w h e n the Camden 
Group Theatre presented three 
Irish plays to mark the James 
Connolly Centenary. 

The composition of the pro-
gramme provided an interesting 
evening of theatre and the Group 
are to be congratulated upon the 
choice of plays, although the pro-
duction was at times shaky and one 
would have liked to have seen a 
greater attention to detail. 

"The Rising of the Moon" by 
Lady Gregory is a play still banned 
in Belfast. A policeman appre-
hends a man who is wanted for 
rebel activities. In a few simple 
words the man explains his ideals 
and the policeman is moved to let 
him go. Jerry Black and Mark 
Finnan did well as captor and cap-
tive. although the production lacked 
pace. 

In the second play, "Pall Down 
a Horseman," the author, Eugene 
McCabe assumes that the audience 
are already aware of events lead-
ing up to the Easter Rising of 1916. 
A programme note tells us that 
James Connolly left instructions at 

Mr. Tom Coffey of 
Co. Waterford, 

ahoy, there! 
T T P in Holloway an "Irish Demo-

crat" seller who was not try-
ing to collect donations, was never-
theless given one of one shilling by 
Mr. Tom Coffey, of Co. Waterford. 

Mr. Coffey was a wee bit worried 
when his noticed that the seller had 
no donations tin. "That is the 
way to collect donations!" he com-
mented, and ventured to wonder if 
the deflation ever reached the "Irtsh 
Democrat."'' Well it did. Thank-
you very much, Mr. Cbffey, we wlsh 
there were many moreTike you, and 
wer would have less cMBtulty Keep-
ing this paper going. 

If any friend sees Mr. Coffey will 
they tell him? 

! • I . I! ill I I J 

Hempstead' W.F. 
mates effort 
WHRn m . Ben Whltaker, left-

wHltf Lattwr M.p: for Hamp-
Steftd' tMetf to get this • Rfrce IfeJa-
t iow BR1 aippHed'to t t t r six comities 
of oflBttpHsd Betafld; he was restated 
by Captain OrT who cm speak and 
votv on BBglish matters • wTWTeas 
n g l M P M.Rs cannot deal with in-
temtfri stXHTXHtfy affair*—despite 
ther Imp- oi* the Statute BoOfc that 

• the^ ca» 
Mfc o r r Mttntttw that then* was 

asp*>bl«K of' reMgioH* discriwtlna-
t i o n m the slx counties but wanted 
i«i left atahe. 

Mr. Quintin Hogg issued What ap-
peared" t» be a veiled' threat when 
Me said tttat if flflfiATKr disturbed 
the1 uneasy settlement of 19*1 there 

' would' b r WocRfthWir 
Liberals atftf Tories combined to 

voter Wi". Vfhltaker down. 

Liberty Hall that in the event of 
his capture and arrest by the Bri-
tish or his sudden, unexplained ab-
sence, the Citizen Army was to 
march against Dublin Castle. 
McCabe suggests that Connolly in-
tended to start the insurrection in 
January when he disappeared for 
three days, and assumes that he 
was with Padraig Pearse urging 
immediate action. 

TOHN CLARKE gave an impec-
' ' cable performance as Connolly 
—especially moving in the prologue 
when he addresses a street meeting. 
To portray real characters on the 
stage is always difficult and- Mr. 
Clarke has wisely chosen to give us 
a study of the character of Con-
nolly rather than to attempt an 
impersonation. 

In the difficult role of Pearse, 
Patrick Conway did not convey the 
stature that Pearse undoubtedly 
had. The play is realty a conver-
sation piece bet#eeK;ttlfc two men-
and as such demands a great deal 
more production; it was at times 

painfully static. The lighting was 
also particularly unimaginative. 

The evening was completed with 
a new play by John Wilson Haire 
called "The Clockin' Hen." Set in 
a Belfast magistrates court after a 
street demonstration, it emphasises 
the absurdities of the Special 
Powers Act. "Even a washing 
machine gets a free trial!" cries one 
of the defendants charged with 
causing a disturbance. Again John 
Clarke excelled and there were fine 
performances from Charles Turner 
as the magistrate and Parrell 
Sheridan as a battered combatant 
in a street fight. An amusing play 
which makes its point most effec-
tively. 

Helen Gold sang ballads during 
the intervals and one wished that 
this could have been fitted into an-
other part of the programme when 
the audience was not leaving the 
theatre to get interval coffee. 

The" CAmdetl Group ares I believe 
willing t» give- further showings of 
these playS aiKt c»*f'l» Cbflttucted at 
46 Elsworthy Road, N.W.3. 

on the two undisputed works or 
Patrick himself, the "Confes»io" 
and the "Epistula ad Corcticum." 

On the basis of these he trace-, 
a most attractive picture of a 
zealous missionary bishop of the 
British church, son of a councillor 
and landowner — who was shrewd 
enough to exploit to the full hie 
status as both decurion and deacon 
—haunted by the conviction tha t 
he was preaching the Gospel on 
the green edge of the world and 
during its last days — Rome had 
fallen to the Barbarians under 
Alaric early in Patrick's lifetime. 
His lack of fluency in Latin argues 
against a sojourn on the con-
tinent; again and again he laments 
his lack of training in rhetoric, but 
he reveals an intimate knowledge 
of the Latin Vulgate; his Christian 
beliefs were orthodox, without a 
trace of the Pelagianism and 
Arianism that were engaging more 
learned churchmen. In his halting, 
sometimes ungrammatical Latin he 
records his gratitude to God for 
sustaining him against his enemies 
whether pagan Irish or British 
ecclesiastics. 

T)ROF. Hanson's own tentative 
chronology. established, he 

claims, "without any reference at 
all to later tradition about Patrick 
or to the Irish annals," is as fol-
lows: Born c. 390; kidnapped c. 406; 
escaped c. 412; "went to Ireland as 
bishop at some point between 425 
and 435"; died c. 460. True, BUry 
and some others do not differ 
drastically from this dating, but it 
is here shown to be consistent with 
what is known of the state of the 
contemporary B r i t i s h church 
(which had already -sent a mission 
under Ninian to convert the 
Southern Picts), with a closely-
studied account of the culture of 
sub-Roman Britain, and with the 
history of the Continental church 

Debate about our patron will no 
doubt continue at least until his 
next centenary comes round. This 
excellent book will rank as one of 
the most thorough attempts t* 
clear the field for further research 
into the life of one who has been 
curiously neglected by historians of 
the early Church, In these Islands. 

SEAM US TJfEACY. 

PEARSE FOR THE PEOPLE 
"THE BEST OF PEAR8E." Edited 

by Proinsias MacAonghusa and 
Liam O Reagdin. (The Mercier 
Press. 10/-). 

A LTHOUGH the contents of this 
book have seen previous pub-

lication and should be well known 
to students of Pearse's writings, 
nevertheless, its compilers are to 
be congratulated on their choice 
and the disposition of the material 
contained in this anthology. 

A- study of the written work of 
PSdralc Pearse Is a very necessary 
prerequisite to attaining an under-
standing of the man and his deeds, 
but once acquired, the taste pro-
duces an insatiable thirst for more 
material. 

"Ttfe Best of Pearse" is a care-
fully selected and well-arranged 
vol tone containing reprints off 
articles; piamphlets; poems and 
speeches which mainly cover the 
last decade of the author's life. 
These ttre rejireserrtatlve of his most 
outstanding work Inasmuch as they 
indicate the breadth of interest 
Pearse possessed in all aspects of 
Irish liffe and culture and the de-
velopment of a consciousness of 
social evils the ridding or which 
he came to see would be necessary 
before the hopes of the new Ireland 
whl£h he cherished could be 
realised. 

For the reader with an awaken-
ing interest in pearse's life, here is 
enough to gain a Arm impression of 
the man whom the keenly apprais-
ing. eyes or James Connolly and 
Thomas Clarice saw beyond the 
gentle poet. Here is the scholar 
meticulously moulding his words; 
the social reformer thundering 
against tlfe obtuse arrogance of 

.Dublin employers; the soldier set-
' tmr his ftee to the task before him. 

Like ffifgland's WtBiam Morris. 
. Pearse sought a return to the past 

for inspiration for the future. How-
ever, Uhlftt Morris Who chose the 
tmpasftlve imagery of the Middle 
ages, Pearse preferred his more ro-
bust sagas as propaganda for n 

fighting challenge to his country's 
oppressors. His poems "The Pool" 
and "The Rebel" are his own in-
terpretation of the heroic revival 
and their balanced rhetoric convey 
a warning of the seething volcano 
shivering beneath the established 
order of the day. 

"Ghosts" in the short introduc-
tion to Which Pearse admits his 
concern that Ireland redeem her-
self by some great deed to atone 
for the inaction of the previous 
generation, is an example of the 
simple logic which the author ap-
plied to his written work. In "The 
Sovereign People" too, this logio is 
directed to th» problems of his day; 
questions with which James Con-
nolly and Larkln were also con-1 

cerned. Whilst Dublin workers 
were countering police-brutality on 
the city's streets, P6asse (on his 
own admission) took a #en in pre* 
ference to a paving ston» to resolve 
the evils of oppression and In-
equality and in his own way 
fashioned this pamphlet into a 
blue-print for a new social order in 
Ireland. Written but a month 
before the insurrection of faster 
Week It exhibits all- the trace* of- a 
close affinity in sympathy with the 
leaders of the labour movement 
which, today with- a- return of in-
terest towards Pearse's. life and 
work by a significant seotion of the 
young men of a new generation, 
deserves publication as a pamphlet 
in its own right. 

"That Pearse was fully apprecia-
tive of the- democratic principles of 
Theobald Wolf Tone and the 
Society of United Irishmen is ob-
vious from his conclusions of-"ftme's 
teachings which are largely' the 
subject of "Th* Separatist Idea." 

Pfearse in fact, in his article and 
in his oration at Tone's grave in 
1913 effectively resurrected Tone 
from the sepulchre prepared for 
him by the Centennial Committee 
or 189C stripping away the spurious 
sentimentality and sitting the 

leader of 1798 in his rightful place. 

Contempt of false sentimentality 
and hatred of untruth and stami 
patriotism are erpreeeeff b» mane ' s 
oration at' the grave of the IMten 
Leader Diarmuid O'Donevan ItoMaa. 
Here, in the quiet, well-coaoetved 
passages of this-splendid speech; is 
the mark, not of the demogogue 
but a devoted and unselfish cham-
pion of Ireland and of> the ce«n-
mon people Of the nation. 

An unfortunate omission in this 
collection of Pearse's works is the 
manifesto issued from Repnbll**n 
headquarters at the Oeaeral P<tet 
Office towards the end- ol Cute-
Week in which Pearse as Cownweeri-
ant General of the Army at- the 
Irish Republic proclaimed on 
Easter Monday paid-9*nero«s tri-
bute to the men "who had redeemed 
Dublin front many shames." 

Written amid the stress of battle 
and the agony of̂  impending, defeat 
this would have, provided contrast 
with his two last poems which ap-
pear in the book, "tBe Wayfarer" 
and "The Mother," fruit of t h e 
calmness following reconciliation-to 
death. 

A A A 
It is hoped that this popular 

paper-back will add to a growtfig 
understanding of the school of 
thought whleh Pearse repTeeeferted , 
and at the same time; create, a de-
mand for the (SubUeatlen- of til* 

flls s unfinished 
whleti w<lre 

lesser-known- works, 
autobiography; 
arranged bp his sister Brtgid. her-
self an accomplished musician; his 
lectures to the Hew Ireland'Qierary 
Society (which whilst displaying 
youthful vigour—h» waa-net then 
twenty years or age iadWatfc- the 
depth of his thought), and" the 
many newspaper art trie* in- which 
his political advancement can be 
traced would add a further dMtH-
butlon toward! the projection of 
Padralc Pearse's Ideals Utttt' the 
present era. 

e. s h i c l s s 
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TAILORS' HALL 
HANDED OVER 
THE keys of the Tailors' Hall 

were h a n d e d over by the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin to Mr. Desmond 
Guinness, cha i rman of the Restora-
tion Commit tee, at a ceremony in 
the Hall early in June. 

Dublin Corporat ion has given the 
Tailors' Hal l Committee a 99-year 
lease on t h e hall at a nominal rent 
of 1/- a year. "Although it is an 
old city, Dubl in is very short of as-
sembly hal ls ," Mr. Guinness said. 
"Fortunately n o speculators are in-
terested in t he Tailors' Hall; it is 
the unwanted child of Dublin build-
ings." 

The Commit tee has already 
raised £6,000, but £20.000 is needed 
altogether. If this ta rge t is 
reached soon t h e work of restorar 
tion could be completed within two 
years. 

Donations, should be sent to Miss 
Maire Comerford, St. Nessan's, 
Sandyford, Co. Dublin. 

RACISTS THREATEN 
PRIES TS LIFE 

FATHER BENIGNUS TALKS TO LONDON C.A. 

T.D.'s boost 
their pay 

£20 a week 
rJ1WENTY pounds a week 

more f o r T.D.s and wage 
restraint fo r the workers. That 
is how most people view the 
extraordinarily high salary in-
creases the members of Dail 
Eireann unanimously decided 
to vote themselves recently. 

Talk about wage increases being 
related to productivity! In this 
case the increases have come from 
a Parliament which has been more 
productive of backward laws and 
anti-popular legislation than any 
other for decades. For this is the 
assembly which passed the Free 
Trade Agreement with Britain, 
which approved of joining the 
E.E.C., which plans restrictions of 
civil rights and trade union liber-
ties. which is utterly incapable of 
sotf f tg the housing crisis and which 
hesitates about doling out paltry 
sums to pensioners, widows and the 
Wind. 

The justification of it Is that the 
"best talents" l a the country must 
be attracted to Dail Eireann and 
not be put off by the tow wages! 
The present Dail salary is £1,500 
per T.D., and the extra £1,000 a 
year will raise this to £2,300. These 
are In addition to expenses, lodging 
allowance for rural T.D.s, travel 
allowances, free postage and other 
"perks." One wonders h o w the 
"best talents" were kept from serv-
ing the publ ic In the days at 1«6-
21? What w a s the size of the wages 
attracting them? 

I A S well a s t h e £1,000 a year extra 
for TJ3Ca, senators will ge t an-

other £600 annually—to compensate 
them for the e ight weeks' work they 
have to do. T h e Taoiseach gets a n 
taWMM at £3,200, bringing his 
total salary to £8,000 a year. Mini-
sters will get another £1,000, bring-
ing their total to £8,700, and i n 
order to preserve their Incorrupti-
bility, the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, High Court and District 
Court* will get increases corres-
ponding, beginning with the Chief 
Justice, who will get £8,000. 

Some people say that the real 
reason for the salary increases at 
this time Is to make the prospect 
at toting their seats more accept-
able to some of the Dail back-
benchers In case the Government 
gets away with abolishing P R. For 
Deputies' pensions are greatly im-
proved likewise, ax}4 It Is now pos-
sible to get a pension after just 
eight years i n the DaiL 

Several Labour Party branches 
have protested against the increases 
and at least some of the Labour 
TJXa thought It looked very bad 
for the party to accept them. 
Others, however, said that they 
would resign the Labour Party whip 
it the proposal was not accepted, 
and so In the Interests of "party 
unity" they all agreed to take the 
extra £1,000. 

" U I N C E I started working 
^ against racial discrimina-

tion in Britain, I have received 
let ters threatening my life 
almost every week. One of 
them said recently, you'll be a 
dead man by December." 

This was what F a t h e r Benignus. 
the Franciscan who h a d recently 
agreed to leave his teaching post 
and work full-time propagat ing the 
teaching of the Catholic Church 
agains t racism, told the Central 
London Branch of t h e Connolly 
Association a t its weekly branch 
meet ing on June 19th. He was not 
unduly worried. 

F a t h e r Benignus comes from 
Glasgow, but as his n a m e is Don-
nelly he receives anonymous letters 
saying "Ir ish priests, keep out of 
Bri t ish politics." 

He expressed the view tha t one 
of t he main causes of race preju-
dice was this type of ignorance. 

T N t h e course of his address 
F a t h e r Benignus s tated that 

immigra t ion could no t be causing 
pressure on housing or jobs as 
more people were leaving Britain 
than were entering it. Immigration 
has in any case a lmost stopped. 
Apart f r o m relatives of men 
already here, only 4,800 new Com-
monwealth immigrants arrived in 
1967, and of these 2,000 were doc-
tors, 900 were technologists and 
other health service workers. As for 
those who wanted to keep out the 
relatives, were they in favour of 
breaking up families? 

Father Benignus referred to neo-
colonialism, and said t ha t the 

western countries of Europe were 
still living to some extent on the 
backs of poorer countries. 

He instanced chocolate, which 
would be made f rom Trinidad or 
G h a n a cocoa, and West Indian 
sugar , both brought in ships fired 
wi th Trinidad oil. I t was mixed up 
with a little British milk, and then 
shipped back to be sold in Ghana 
and Trinidad at a higher price 
t h a n it commanded in Britain. 
Br i t a in ' s wealth in the past had 
been built up on the sweat of the 
blacks in several continents. The 
under-developed countries were still 
tied to the policies of the rich 
west. 

r p H E West Indians were planted 
J - there by Britain. The cities of 

Bristol and Liverpool grew f a t on 
the slave trade. The children of 
those planted knew nothing about 
the i r own history or culture. They 
were given English culture. But 
w h e n they wanted to come to 
Br i ta in , pathetically believing it 
was a land of freedom and equal-
ity, they were met with hostility. 
T h e shock they received was a rude 
one. I t was reflected in the fact 
t h a t whereas 70 per cent of the 
people of the West Indies were 
prac t i s ing Christians, only four per 
cen t of t he immigrants kept UP 
the i r religion after the first year. 

Referring to the a t tempt to 
prevent the Sikhs wearing turbans 
he remarked that the turbans, 
which were a solemn religious 
symbol, had' been good enough to 
fight on Britain's side under two 
world wars. But they were not 
good enough if you wanted to drive 

a Wolverhampton bus. 
He observed t h a t there were 

were three categories of immi-
grants . The I r ish were unrestric-
ted. The Europeans were restr icted 
only by the issue of work permits. 
Only the coloured immigrants , no 
mat te r if they had British pass-
ports and thought they were safe, 
were kept out. 

Ke uiougnt t h a t the new Race 
Relations Bill was a step in t h e 
r ight direction, but in giving 
employers the r igh t to select 
workers on grounds of race "to 
keep a reasonable racial balance" 
he thought it fell short of wha t 
was needed. He could imagine 
three-quarters of the Board's t ime 
being taken up deciding what was 
a reasonable balance." 

r p H E whole purpose of racialism 
J - was to divert a t tent ion f rom 
Britain's real problems. There was 
to be hatred on people on the 
grounds of the colour of their skin 
instead of ha t red of wrong and 
injustice and poverty and squalor. 
The danger was t h a t the coloured 
people would meet ha t e with hate. 

During the questions t h a t fol-
lowed Father Benignus expressed 
the view tha t there was no reason 
to believe t ha t t he Ir ish in Bri tain 
were either more or less imbued 
with colour prejudice t h a n the Eng-
lish. T h e general opinion of the 
meeting was t h a t t h e first genera-
tion Irish were less, but t h a t 
many of the second and th i rd 
generat ion Ir ish in London felt 
t h a t their position a t the bottom 
of t he social ladder was being 
jeopardised by newcomers who 
were still lower.. 

LENHMM'S SELL-OUT SPEECH 

Printed by Ripley Printers Ltd. 
(T.U.), Nottingham Rd. Ripley. 
Dtrttys-. and published by Con-
nolly publications Ltd., a t 283 
Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I. 

M R . Brian Lenihan's gratui-
tous advice to the Scots 

and Welsh Nationalists not to 
bother looking for their inde-
pendence caused whistles of 
surprise even among people 
who think they are used by 
now to that Minister's well-
known talent for saying the 
unsayable and giving public air 
to the unformed, unexpressed 
thoughts of others. 

Mr. Lenihan has been widely re-
garded as the unofficial "kite-flyer" 
of the Government and Fianna 
Fail Party. He has been com-
pared with Mr. William Craig, of 
the six-county Unionist Party, the 
man who says what his colleagues 
think but are afraid to utter, who 

has none of the mealy-mouthedness 
of his fellow Ministers regarding 
what ariTthe real alms of his Gov-
ernment's policies. 

Mr. Lenihan's statement was in 
the London "Daily Telegraph," the 
organ of the most conservative 
section of the Tory Party. It was 
one of a series of interviews the 
"Telegraph" had carried out with 
leading public figures in these 
islands on the Scots and Welsh 
Nationalist movements. Captain 
Terence O'Neill was also one of 
those interviewed. 

The Irish Minister is quoted as 
saying that "if the British Parlia-
ment had backed Gladstone and 
given us Home Rule—a limited 
form of self-government—a lot of 
bitterness between this country 
and Britain would have been 
avoided." 
T T E then went on to tell the 

Nationalists in the other Celtic 
countries " . . . the granting of in-
dependence to Scotland or Wales 
would not in itself solve any prob-
lems." The issue, in his view, was 
whether these countries wanted "to 
sacrifice the material benefits of in-
tegration with Britain for the 
emotional attractions of Indepen-

dence." He left the "Daily Tele-
graph" readers in no doubt that 
these two countries would be ill-
advised to break away from Eng-
land. 

It is unfortunate, to say the least 
of it, that ;'an Irish Government 
Minister should make a statement 
which will certainly be used by the 
Unionists and Tories in Scotland 
and Wales as a stick to beat the 
Nationalists .with. What do you 
want independence for? they will 
say; look at what the Irish think, 
and they will trot out Mr. Leni-
han. 

The Dublin Wolfe Tone Society 
has issued a statement repudiating 
the views expressed by Mr. Lenihan 
and stating that while they may 
well express the thinking of the 
Fianna Fail Government, with its 
policies of economic integration 
with Britain, they can certainly not 
be construed as representing the 
views of the Irish people on the 
matter. 

The statement points out that 
Mr. Lenihan Is effectively repudiat-
ing the entire separatist and re-
publican tradition of the Irish in-
dependence movement, and adopt-
ing Instead the viewpoint of John 
Redmond's Irish Party. What a 
degeneration for a spokesman of 
Fianna Fail, "The Republican 
Party." The resolution has been 
sent to the Scots and Welsh 
Nationalists and will do something 
to undo the damage Mr. Lenihan 
has done to their cause. 

Even the "Dally Telegraph's" own 
editorial had to take Mr. Lenihan 
to task for his interpretation of 
history. It felt constrained to point 
out that some historians would 
quarrel with his opinion "that Ire-
land might have been happier 
under a limited form of self-
government." We have surely 
reached a sorry pass when a high 
Tory newspaper has to correct a 
Fianna Fall Government Minister 
on his version of his country's his-
tory! 

•I A WEEK after Mr. Lenihan made 
* his announcement, Mr. Wil-

liam Craig came South to Dublin to 
give a lecture on the way in which 
the six counties had prospered 
within the United Kingdom as com-
pared with the twenty-six. Some 
think Mr. Craig was responsible 
for getting Phelim O'Neill drummed 
out of the Orange Order a few 
days before, for attending a Catho-
lic church service and was the 
first six-county Minister for Home 
Affairs to cross the Border during 
his term of office. He told his audi-
ence that he had, in fact, had a 
private luncheon in Dublin the 
week before with Mr. George Col-
ley, considered by some to be the 
most "republican" of the present 
Fianna Fail Ministers! 

They had got on very well to-
gether seemingly, and Mr. Craig 
gave his audience—a Fine Gael 
young businessmen's group—a glow-
ing picture of the benefits member*-
ship of the United Kingdom con-
ferred on Northern Ireland. He 
implied that the tirqe might be 
coming when a new federation 
might be set up for England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
and that the twenty-six-county 
state might usefully find a place In 
such a political entity, which would 
undo all the bad effects of the In-
dependence movement of the early 
part of the century. 

While Mr. Craig was speaking, 
however, a picket of Sinn Fein 
members was walking up and down 
outside, with posters which re-
minded people of some of Mr. 
Craig's other professional activities: 
Craig Bans Republican Clubs; 
Craig Bans United Irishman; 
Craig U p h o l d s Anti - Catholic 
Bigotry, and so on. 

Not that that causes any worries 
in Government circles in the 
twenty-six counties. To Fianna 
Fall, republicans are almost as ob-
noxious today as they are to the 
Unionist Party. Times change! 
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BIAS AGAINST 
THE WORKERS 

r | T HE class bias against work-
ing-class children of the 

Irish Universi ty system is 
vividly shown by a survey of 
the S t a t i s t i c a l and Social 
Enquiry Society of Ireland con-
ducted recently by Mrs. Monica 
Nevin. 

She took a sample of first-year 
full-time s tudents in 1964/65 a n d 
went into the i r class background. 
Only eight per cent were children 
of skilled or m a n u a l workers; only 
11 per cent h a d any kind of work-
ing class background. Yet over 
half the chi ldren in Ireland belong 
to these social groups. 

Taken as a percentage of t h e 
young people in each social group, 
Mrs. Nevin es t imated t ha t 37 per 
cent of chi ldren of "higher profes-
sional people" get to university, 29 
per cent of "lower professional 
groups" and 20 per cent f r o m 
"senior salaried employees." 

But only two per cent of t he 
children of skilled workers, l i per-
cent of chi ldren of "other non-
manual groups" i per cent of t h e 
children of semi-skilled and ^ t o J 
per cent of t h e children of un-
skilled and agr icul tura l workers 
a t tend university. 

The universities charge fees to 
t h e great ma jo r i t y of their s tudents 
and are t hus effectively open only 
t o the well-to-do. University stu-
dents, however, a r e heavily sub-
sidised out of public funds by t h e 
taxpayer, irrespective of whether 
they pay fees or not—which m e a n s 
t h a t middle class children who get 
t o university i n numbers f a r out 
of proportion to the i r weight in t he 
community also benefi t f rom sub-
stant ia l public subventions. T h e 
vast major i ty of working class 
children get no th ing . 

This is a case of the working 
class providing substantial sub-
sidies to meet the cost of educat-
ing the children of middle and 
upper class parents. Who spoke 
about the social services redistri-
buting wealth in favour of the 
badly-off? 

Howth preserved 
FOR the next decade or so at any 

rate the eastward side of 
beautiful Howth Hill will be pre-
served for the nature lovers and 
courting couples that take advan-
tage of its beauty. 

Some 220 acres have been do-
nated to An Taisce (the National 
Trust) by the Howth landlord and 
businessman, Mr. C. G. St. Law-
rence, as well as the 58-acre island, 
Ireland's Eye, It is understood 
that the donation is for a limited 
period, with prospects of it being 
ultimately made permanent. If 
this comes about it should save one 
of the finest areas near Dublin city 
from the speculators and house-
builders who have already been 
spreading all over Howth peninsula. 

Howth, as well as being a settle-
ment going back to Viking times 
and beyond, is also famous for its 
unusual flora and fauna. An Taisce 
has plans for protecting these and 
for organising botanical expeditions 
to Howth, as well as for planting 
further unusual floral specimens. 
Howth fauna Include such rare 
birds as klttlwakes, razorbills, guil-
lemots and puffins, who nest on the 
off-shore crags of the peninsula and 
Ireland's Eye. 

The Howth Peninsula today must 
be very different from that known 
to Joyce and Molly Bloom; but at 
least part of it will remain the 
same. George GUmore's cottage 
too, on the secluded hollow of the 
summit, should be safe from the 
encroaching bungalows. We are 
sure he will not be sorry! 
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