
mmmtm 

:< torn 

. Britain should be toi 

since the pig Isn't in tt 

price wont be paid. Flu 

stents ot tariff reductlo 

postponed until Britain 

eorne up with * viable 

that would sategufttt 

i interests. 

But no alternative is 

m much good lor to 

DEMOCRAT 
JAMES CONNOLLY CENTENARY YEAR 

HAS BEGUN 

No. 281 JANUARY 1968 

SALFORD APPROVES 
FENIAN-PLAQUE 

BUT POLICE PROTEST 
•J*HE extraordinary sensitivity of the Salford Police over the 

question of the Manchester Martyrs was shown again after 
the Salford City Council had decided to give planning permission 
for the erection of a plaque on the site where they were hanged. 

The plaque is being donated by 
the Manchester Branch of the 

Connolly Association. 

No sooner had the Council given 

its go-ahead when the Police 

Federation stepped In and des-

cribed the memorial as an insult 

" " W r are disgusted," said a 

spokesman, "we think it wrong 

thtt a memorial should exist to 

felons oonvicted of the 

of a police sergeant" 

Jgtor views were put to the 

authorities because the 

great-grandson Is serv-

ths force." 
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MOVE TO 
COUNTIES 
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Connolly Assoc-

iation issued a statement 

following rumours that the strike-

Stockport factory Robert 

i'B might move to the six 

counties. 

The statement pointed out that 

if the factory leaves Lancashire 

for Northern Irsfend nobody in 

Manchester need fear that the sta-

irs would accept less 

what thdee of Stockport 

have been fighting for. 

There are no scabs in Ireland. 

They dent grow there. 

THEATRE SCARE IN 

evan 
not 

•Sir-: 
Clubs in the six 

to 

Republican 

counties." ( 

• p i British Ambassador, 
• C«rk «i?rf lecture on what do p m 

therefore it was 
buses in UM st* 

the British Parliament is not 
the worthy Baronet replied: "I did 
question." 

Somehow one gets the impres-

sion that the British do not want 

to have it discussed! 

A BOMB ? 
. But then the Ambassador had 

been put in a panic by reports of 

the placing of a bomb in the 

theatre where he was going to 

lecture. 

The newspapers described him as 

smiling and unshaken. Looking at 

the photographs it was useful to 

learn what a British diplomat 

looks like when he is smiling and 

unshaken. Perhaps he was the 

easier for the proximity of Oarda 

Inspector M. Burke who was so 

close that he got into the picture 

as welL 

8tudents with posters crowded 

round, and the streets were flooded 

with police. One would almost 

have thought the British Ambas-

sador was not welcome In Cork, 

despite all the repots he was aide 

to give of how Britain was turning 

an honest woman and had no 

colonies left (except those he didn't 

come to discuss). 

The posters bore such legends 

as "Democracy for tbe North," 

"Britain face your responsibilities," 

and "Eemove the ban on the 

remember, the Con 

J A M E S C O N N O L L Y was 
J born on June 5th, 1868. 
He was an Irish Republi-
can and left-wing Social-
ist. And today his teach-
ings are more important 
than ever, not only to the 
Irish people, but to the 
working classes of Britain 
and the world. 

What is the reason for 
the failure of Fianna Fail 
in Ireland? Simply that 
they abandoned the reck 
of Republicanism. 

What has kept the La-
bour Party in the wilder-
ness mi these years ? That 
same abandonment of Re-
publicanism ; and it would 
not be axpeeled that a 
party that had abandoned 
B g a t t p g w u would .'w 
tain Socialism, which is in 
ono sonic simply an ad-
vanced form of Republi-
canism. 

What is the cause off «ri-
tish Labour's failure t The 
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Colonialism while 
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tioning. About fttf^feMPs In the 

north he said: "They are there 

because the people In the area wish 

them to be there, Just as the Irish 

troops in Cyprus," : 

Strange that they're not in 

Rhodesia whore practically the 

entire population wants them to go 

in and save them frdtf the apar-

theid regime of lan Smith! 

Evidently British troops don't go 

everywhere they are "wanted" . . . 

only places where they're not 

asked! 

The meeting was held under the 

auspices ot the U.O.C. political 

discussion group. 

W h y don't they invite somebody 

who wilt tell them how Britain 

gave her former colonies a facade 

of freedom, and continues to 

"all 
1 vM mm 

De Gaulle saw* 
T H S 

1 on 
"businessman 
L a m m s . aiMf' 

nwlHMP| • • M m _____ 

by "the Civil 
Jack Lynch, now 

General De Gaulle 

reason to allow an 

gang-up which would put 

industry out of business. 

Britain stands daaed, like an 

organ-grinder when somebody runs 

off with his cap. Bttt she stflt 
maintains the cap-in-hand attitude 

at any rate until Mr. Wilson has 

made his inevitable trip to (be 

United States to ask for fresh 
orders. ' 

Those orders are likely to be 

"keep begging." 

Dare the 

firmly on her own 

tf»de wherever 

tageeus. V 

They say " 

tive to Buropet" 

wrong witil; the: wi 

all well out of KJE.O. 

'-dare not do anything about 

Mr. Craig d a m not g» into the 

courts With It 

PMr to impose such a ban the 

' would have to produce 

N T , — ™ ™ 
I h e h M m i * a n d 

i • » b m n of 

challenge issusd by M m 

MoOMde on bahaM of the 

1 H M A f i U E 

with other Republican 

whose houses have been visited by 

the R.tf.0., she has dared the 

authorities to make arrests and 

warned them that this time there 

would be no hesitation about meet-

ing them in court Or appealing. Or 

if necessary, going to I k e Hague 

and exposing tbe whole scandalous 

thing as a violation of fundamental 

human rights. 

Among the Other Republicans 

who had received the attsnttons of 

R.U.C. men who said 

"acting under the 

Acts" are 

and Mr. P a t * < 

Their defiance st what they claim 

is an illegal ban, reached the potat 

where they poesd for uowwsr 
photographers at meotMgS which 

tbe Minister claims are illegal. 

Police bare also been attempting 

to Intimidate stwHnts at Oussn's 

Mr. Brian 

cf Hewiy, was held up In 

Pass and subjected to 

questioning. 

The students said that legal e*. 

perts had questioned the vattttty 

of the ban. Most of thsaa declined 

to make any sta 

not arrested, though tott W 

police that they 

an offence by not making 4 

ment. 

PROTEST 

British trade 

Democrats of all 

should bombard Stonnont with 

tests and demand the 

revocation of this anti-democratic 

baa 



It made possible the epoch of the 

Drewtocwgbt 7 battleship that, 

opinion with the performance of 

small, fast torpedo craft in the 

Turkish W a r of 1877-78. T h e tor-

pedo was a weapon that appealed 

particularly to weaker naval powers 

outgunned by the innumerable 

great battleships of the British 

Navy, and the Fenian inventor, 

conspirator and later Parnellite 

M P . J. J. ©'Kelly, author of a 

daring and perfectly feasible plan 

to seize Gibraltar from the British 

and restore -it to Spain, was an 

active and successful builder of an 

improved toopedo. 

The Fenian?, unlike the United 

Irishmen, failed to work out a 

naval .policy for their projected 

rising in the 1860's, either for har-

assing the occupier from the water 

or fostering mutiny among the 16 

per cent or more of Irishmen in the 

Royal Navy and the no doubt 

numerous radical Britons serving 

with them. T h e "Erin's Hope" gun-

running expedition and the 

attempt to land a force in Canada 

from the sea achieved nothing. 

T M J T when the American-based 

Fenians reorganised they be-

gan to think in naval terms. Dr. 

Carroll Breslin (who organised the 

rescue of the six Fenian ex-British 

soldiers from Fremantle in 1876), 

Devoy and later Ross a worked on 

various plans to equip raiders to 

attack Britain's shipping if, as 

seemed ,lings', she got involved to 

'war with Russia, and to land Rus-

sian and Fenian troops in Ireland; 

Dr. Carroll barred use of Cuba as a 

L I V last article, on the contri-
bution of Irishmen to mari-

time progress, deliberately 
omitted one name. The Clare-
man John Philip Holland de-
serves an artiele to him$oH. 

Born in 1841 in Liscannor, Hol-

land, like the Young Irelander 

Thomas D'Arcy Magee, was the son 

1 of a coastguard. His superlative in-

ventive genius had fewer ramifica-

tions than that of his great Irish 

contemporary, Charles Parsons, of 

Birr, 'but Holland was essentially a 

iman of the people, close at times 

tto the leading Irish revolutionaries 

1 of the age, a lover of Ireland and 

•of humanity; like Parsons, frus-

trated by the ignorant bureaucracy 

•of .admiralties, but, unlike him, out-

witted in the end by financial 

itricksters after his persistence had 

iproved in practice the soundness of 

this theories. 

j T > A R S O N S was a son of a con-

' .aiderable scientist, the Earl of 

iRosae, had money of his own and 

•moved .naturally -in circles where 

money was easily forthcoming. That 

ithe oountry in which he grew up 

iafter-his birth in London in 1858 

*wa» . «eBng from'the horror of the 

Jainine y e a r g w a s -no -obstacle to his 

iprogfaas, though it naturally led 

ihiu» 10 emigrate. His development 

-lof the steam jturbine was .of iacafr-

culable valde to mankind, as thou-

sands w f electric slower stations and 

•isueto sreat > ships as the liner 

-France" -prove «v»ry day. 

Lining in the Jbe#d?y <of ^grabbing 

•capitalism h e « a w .titt .military -pos-

wsibiUttes of his invention; like Hol-

land."His race through the lines of 

warships d r a w n . u p at p i t h e a d to 

(honour Victoria's 'Diamond Jubilee 

i n J K , m a d e to his njrtffiantly-

designed T w ' b M H B " brought 

mpoplexy to the a d m M f e , furious 

show—which their fastest vessels . , 

could not sat®. It proved to,the, A L T H O U G H t h e * L * - c o u n t y 
— i n a 

ĤHBHHfc: 
boundaries so as to maintain 
control aver most lOMkeounoils. 

Thjwulpnists •daraoto IM|pt respon-

sibilita*« the fl*nMUt#S»lr8 of the 

West But they see that by control-

ling these councils, their "Industrial 

apartheid" policy i can aaptlnue. le 

k n a » » urn "CaerryajMder-

Ing" and is yet another weapon in 

the .Unionist arsenal for fiprTWfittir 
^ ^ 1 _ ^ u 

w u 'HHnuuvy. 

Parry City is ,the most hiatant 

•example at this practice, where the 

W W nationalist -majority -returns 

etot-Mjnesentatives while the Union-

ist jniaoiity iietuins twelve. 

'By conftning many thousands of 

•nationalists within the South Ward, 

and'by refusing -to allocate houses to 

Catholics in 'the other two wards, 

.•forth and Waterside, where the 

Unionists <have a majority, .great 

misery is inflicted on the minority. 

•Recent re-development in the South 

Ward -has taken the form of -multi-

storey flats, -so as to keep the ghetto 

tretn expanding, amd even this has 

been the cause of hardship, as a sur-

vey frecently carried out showed that 

the average rent at present is three 

times greater than that paid previ-

ously. 

Re-development in most cities would 

be welcomed 1 but not in Derry where 

wrtuvliwaest affects almost xemty 

family. 

On several other urgent issues, the 

Unionist-controlled vcorporatton jn 

Derry City hawe^aotjjiMti tlrir j*e-

actionary role. Over the years this 

corporation has refused: 

(10 To extend the city boundary 

(2) To introduce a crash pro-

gramme of -house building. 

•<«) To.build modern roads so as to 

relieve traffic congestion 

•Over ;the years officials of the cor-

jioratlon —experts in city manage-

ment—and the business community 

as represented by the Junior Cham-

ber of Commerce, have called for 

boundary extension. This question 

raises such Issues as rates, housing, 

'industry and population density, and 

-is causing concern In all sections of 

the community 

Rates ,in the city are .needlessly 

high because there is no space within 

the city for industry which In most 

base, as Cuba was to Spain what 

Ireland was to Britain, and O'Kelly 

went to help the Cuban rebels with 

Rossa's friend. Ryan, who was cap-

tured and summarily shot by Spa-

nish occupying forces. There was 

even talk of fitting out Fenian 

cruisers under the Ethiopian Em-

peror's flag! 

W h e n Devoy and Breslin heard 

of Holland, therefore, they had no 

difficulty in persuading the inven-

tor to let the Fenian movement 

finance further experiments. The 

result was the "Fenian R a m , " a 

pioneer underwater craft of great 

importance in the history of the 

evolution of the submarine, con-

temporary with the prototype sub-

marine of the Swedish inventor 

Nordenfelt, designed for him by the 

Trinity graduate Garrett. 

T h e " R a m " was never used 

against the British and in time be-

came a cause of discord between dif-

ferent sections of the U.S. Fenian 

movement, but she was put on 

show in 1916 to raise support for 

the- dependents of victims of the re-

pression of the Easter Rising. 

T T O L L A N D lost faith in the 

Fenians and founded his own 

company, which was in due course 

outmanoeuvred and swallowed up 

by a typical U.S. capitalist firm. 

But h e never lost faith in his own 

genius, and in spite of heart-

breaking rebuffs and disappoint-

ments, eventually, in 1897, launched 

a completely operable submarine 

which was at length adopted by the 

U.S. Navy and, ironically, the 

British—the ancestor of the for-

midable fleets of murderous and 

murderously expensive, nuclear sub-

marines with which these powers 

try to exercise domination ,over 

large parts of the earth. 

Holland's was not perhaps the 

first effective modern submarine 

warship—there is gjeat controversy 

on the subject—but ;there is no 

doubt that his contribution to the 

development of this type of vessel 

was of major importance. W h a t is 

more interesting still is that after 

he had been deprived by financial 

tricksters of control over his own 

invention, and begun to find his 

sound technical advice increasingly 

ignored by naval pundits—the same 

sort of heartless top-brass as earned 

the thunders of Devoy for letting 

Fenian Jerome Collins .perish mi.ser-

ably and needlessly in an Arctic ex-

pedition—the Clareman started to 

think of the peaceful potentialities 

of the submarine, a subject not 

even yet properly explored by man-

kind. 

Holland—who also had advanced 

ideas on the future of the then in-

fant science of flying—to the last 

of his life sawthat-Jds inven-

[ igjkiiad become a menace tto man-

tin the'hands into which it had 

fallen H e hoped vainly that its 

very existence would deter govern-

ments from ever using it, as others 

have hoped, and hope, of other 

weapons, but seems to have had 

little faith in his own hopes. 

AT the end of his days Holland 

turned again to an interest in 

Irish nationalism and the language 

that he spoke in his infancy in 

Clare. H e was a Sunday school 

teacher in his Newark parish, and 

a k*en organiser of amateur dra-

matics, a fond father and family 

man. H e died a few months before 

the imperialist war of 1914 proved 

only too effectively the practica-

bility of the submarine in naval 

warfare. 

Holland's life is a constant re-

minder that Ireland has for cen-

turies been losing inventors and 

scientists who, at home, could have 

accomplished unimaginable feats 

for the advancement of life in the 

independent Ireland, which, alas, 

did not, and still does not, exist. 

W e honour the Clareman's name 

because he allowed his invention-to 

be developed in the prime of 'his 

life, in hopes 'that it would assist 

our national struggle; and, no less, 

because in old age this frail man, 

who for .years could boast he had 

spent 'longer submerged than any 

living 'man, began to look -beyond 

its use to kill to the possibility of 

-its peaceful use, achieveable -no 

doubt eventually in a world of -in-

dependent, co-operating, democratic 

socialist -republics. 

FINNBARR O'DOHERTY 
continues his story of 

INDUSTRIAL APAmmD 

ing a score of nations mfflKns that 

could better ljave been fpent othej-

T ^ a T W E R r * of 

a rich .man-could 

k V r . . T -Jit . a n a Parsons m a 

^ eertmtqly the Oast . m a n A 

"who w a s . a t one .and tto 

f time on exceptional inventor 

1 still living to an age W h e n to 

could act as his own entrepreneur, 

Mtrtii'ii 1 by directors and finan-

s M ."SBpeits. 

T T t W different the fate of Hol-

^ • g j f c n d j H e m .strong, short-

. brought up to a h o m e 

did not indeed know starva-

tion during toe famine, but which 

had lest members through the re-

liseaee, and *it-

HMtfargettatte scenes of 

y, 0ohn "Philip had quickly to 

•ftndia way to live 

"Prevented toy bad eyesight from 

to sea, he trained with the 

i Brothers as a teacher, 

;-among lOtber places at 

t M r i T u n d Bcmtfatk. In 'Code the 

persists - that <*e 'first triad 

oadel -of a sub-

Lee. H e certainly did 

THE RESULTS OF APARTHEID 
If we compare the situation in Derry Cily with those of five towns 

Which have extended their boundaries .nxattUy. ithe position becomes 

•oniy <tto -clear. 

Arwa 1961 'Density 1 

-Derry City 
m acres population per acre i 

-Derry City w 53,7.62 25 

Rancor 2*63 23*62 •9 1 
Lame 2',822 183 » 1 i 

I.urgan ' F W W 9 

Lisburn 1,957 17,700 9 
•J 

Coleraiite 1A13 14,901 8 : 

year. 

too mucih strain 

released from 

JoUowpd a well-

w h o . h a d been an 

L . 4 n 4 t o emigrant ship 

rjomj jbe offered'his w-

B
Of a submarine boat to .the 

Navy and was snubbed as an 

landlubber. 

posaUJlIltles of submarine 
1 tian were being eagerly 

navies of the world 

A largely submerged 

sed to sink a federal. 

"Confederates in thej 

'nr. and toe "Russians 

about to astonish naval 

towns,bears a large share of the bur-

den of rates. This means that the 

ordinary domestic and commercial 

ratepayers are suffering because of 

the corporation's policy not to extend 

the elty boundary. 

There are over.2,000 families on the 

Corporation's housing list, and this 

list continues to grow rapidly. 

•Thousands are llvlpg in miserable 

dwellings because of the lack of land 

within the city for building homes. 

Many are being exploited by R*ch-

maniats, who thrive in this situation. 

They ,can charge what they like, for 

the local council refuses to appoint 

a rents assessment officer. Many 

councillors are owners of property 

which they convert into flats for 

.young married couples. 

Industrie* a*e-reluctant to come 'to 
the city hfljaaae: 

(1) There Icjao space for housing 

their workers or indeed for siting fac-, 

tort*. 

(2) Skilled workers are already 

leaving the city because of lack ol 

housing and opportunity. 

T R A D E U N I O N S 

' T ' H E position of the trade unions 
4 lias always been weak in Derry 

City, as at mo ,th»e -.has the unem-

ployment ; figure been below 10 per 

cent in over 46 years. The worker 

within the unions has made little pro-

gress in obtaining an equal wage with 

his counterpart across the water, or 

Indeed with his counterpart in Bel 

fnnt, and in a gTeat number of cases 

his earnings a»e below what he would 

receive If unemployed. 

At all times the .employers have 

uken :advantage of this situation, and 

any demand for higher wages or bet-

ter conditions Is met with an attitude 

of "like it or lump it," especially in 

the case of unskilled trade unionists. 

It is a common practice by employers 

to recruit women and youths under 

the ,j*ge of 18 so as to obtain the 

cheapest possible labour. This prac-

tice was not discontinued by the 

Mqnarach Electric Co., manufactur-

ers of tape-recorders and record play-

ers, which closed late last 

'throwing 1J860 -on the dole. 

Because of these facts, many work-

ers with large famines-tare indifferent 

to unemplogrment. They escape ithe 

thmd demands of Tthe employers aad 

;Uie ..unemployment benefit provides* 

•larger Owme .budget. 

T h e unemployed on the other-hand 

•have'llttie-incentive-to work if their 

[families are 'large. But the unmar-

ried or those with small ianoiUes ftad 

it .very.difficult to survive..on unem-

ployment benefit. 

He*e indeed is anriclousrcircie («p 

which the -trade -union movement is 

almost powerless. The only ray of 

hope ita (r«MRt gsais to that (leaders 

of 'the unions -and unemployed are 

struggling to bring about unity with-

in the working olass, as jnany-aveibe-

coming more and more convinoed that 

both problems are closely hinged. 

The slogan of the wotkless. ';Us to-

day—you tomorrow,'' has aroused a 

response even among the skilled 

unions, and protest marches are 

joined by not only the workless, but 

by trade unions, and political leaders 

£Q-OP£RATION ?-*G?TEAP SWDS 
in BaUamun. JPin-

gias, cGaolock and other pasts 

nf Dublin .city .are these .days .get-

ting a good bargain in potatoes— 

.7/6 for a four-stone sack. T h e 

fspuds" are of fclghesfc, quality, and 

are delivejad •dtaeet frgm smaU 

farms of Rath C a m , the Meath 

Oaeltacht settlement, to their front 

ttfooijdiaew tin suburbia 

This is the work of Saothar, a 

co-operative founded by some Dub-

lin workers associated with Sceim 

na gCeardchumann, a - trade union 

Irish 'language group, to sell Oael-

tacht potatoes In the city. 

.Back .in Rath Carn itself, Mr. 

Nlall McSutbhne is secretary of a 

newly-founded co-operative of local 

growers ,formed .to supply good-

auaUtv -vegetables at a fair price-

less than that at the shop—to a 

steady market In the city. Several 

hundred Dubliners are agreeing to 

Uke the , potatoes ,ln order to help 

the small .farmers as well as .get 

a first-class bargain. Each week-

end several members of Saothar go 
around house to house with the 

product. They use-vans and motor-

cars for delivery and expect soon 

to be able to ;put a full-time -man 

on toe Job. , 

The principle can be extended to 

other .vegetable itoms, ,and ,tbjf> 

the intention o f both Saothar 

the -Rath Carn Coop. In time. 

The city workers are familiar 

.figures in toe houses.of ,Rath,.«*rn 

by ,now, and-they.have manyiplea-

sant social evenings there—all In 

Irish, naturally. 

T h e . R a t h C a m people were.givar 

smallholdings of fertile County 

Meath-land away back in the 1980s, 

when they came across .from Oon 

nemata. They .are a .fairly stable 

community, still continuing to 

speak .toe language iand etlll main-

taining ,their 'holdings, evon tiiowh 

many of them are below toe 

nwnisal" siae -beloved by toe ««*io-

mlsts. 
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THE IRISHMAN WHO INVENTED THE SUBMARINE 

by JOHN DE COURCY IRELAND 

January 1968 

WHAT'S 
WRONG 
WITH THE 
RED FLAG? 

M A N in Fulham refused to 
buy the "Irish Democrat" 

with the remark, "We don't 
want the red flag." 

Well, true enough, we don't want 

the red flag as the national flag of 

Ireland. W e want the green, white 

and orange to fly from shore to 

shore. 

But he knew as well as we did 

. that the "Irish Democrat" never 

suggested any other flag for Ire-

land than the green, white and 

orange. 

W h a t was he getting at? 

He knew that the red flag was 

the flag of the working class and 

. h e was saying: " W e don't want to 

be governed by workers." 

Now here is whfre the "Irish 

Democrat" pleads "Guilty m'lud"— 

he doesn't want the working m a n 

on top. and we do. 

' T V H E only way to put the working 

-*1 m a n on top is through some 

form of socialism. 

H o w do we know? The simple 

fact is that what keeps him down 

is the system of capitalism. T o 

abolish that system is to change all 

the laws and the way they work so 

that they favour the small m a n in-

st«ad of the big man. The funda-

mental principle of this is that all 

these" vast accumulations of indus-

try ant! finance which now domin-

nate society should be taken over 

W seeiety and run for the public 

It big capitalists take each other 

over all the time, gobbling eaeh 

other up, why shouldn't the working 

people take over and gobble up the 

let of them? 

•Jljat is the meaning of socialism; 

and the Labour Government is in 

a mess, not because they did this, 

but because they didn't. T h e 

Labour Government is not a socia-

list Government at all but a capi-

talist Government, just like the 

Tories. Though that is not to say 

the same of its supporters, who 

have been let down. 

WE wonder if the anti-red-flag 

m a n thought there was 

something specifically Irish about 

opposing socialism. 

I f so he didn't know his history. 

Strange it is that the famous 

song " T h e Red Flag.'' sung at 

socialist gatherings all over the 

world, was written by an Irishman. 

Mttre than that, it was an Irish 

Fenian. H e was Jim Connell. of Co. 

Mfe'atrr. fire wrote: 

" T h e people's flag is deepest red, 

ft shrouded of our martyred dead 

A n d ere their limbs grew stiff and 

cold 

Their hearts blood dted its even-

fold." 

Is thewr an Irishman alive who 

doesn't HAow all that is litarsHv 

true and happened in Ireland gen-

eration after geamtloa? 

Jim CoWieir w&S <me of tire many 

Fenians with socialist beliefs. An-

other was James Stephens, who was 

out in Paris in 1848, and John De-

voy w h o was a member of the Ex-

ecutive of the International- Work-

ingman's Association, founded by 
ftarl Marx. 

Far from*" socialism being the 

foreign importation and capitalism 

something specifically Irish, it is 

the other way round. Indeed, in 

J antes Connolly's words: "Capita-

lism is the most foreign thing in 

Ireland." 

W h a t do you think Cromwell and 

King BUTy went to Ireland for? T o 

establish socialism? Or to impdfie 

capitalism? Your common-sense 

gives yoo the answer. 

AWt> so we say. what's wrong 

with the red flag? 

asm why listen to lies and ab-

Mtrb imperialist p»Judi«*s? Surely 

iMitimen should1 knew their 

t — u a w 

W h o depopulated West Cork? 

Socialists under the red flag? w . 

It m m depopulated by tlw> policies 

< Continued in n « t column! 
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THE GREAT GAFFE AT MOSTON 
y H E largest Manchester Mar-

tyrs Commemoration for 
many years seemed to have 

concluded successfully at Mos-
ton Cemetery, and the crowds, 
many flown specially from Ire-
land, were just beginning to 
move away. 

One member of the committee 

plucked the chairman by the 

sleeve, and whispered something. 

Had he forgotten some important 

announcement, p e o p l e a s k e d . 

Apparently he had. for with great 

deliberation he mounted the plinth 

once again and delivered his 

statement. 

It consisted of three parts. The 

first proposition was that the 

Commemoration conducted in Mos-

ton Cemetery had nothing to do 

with any other conducted any-

where else. Well, why should it 

have? 

The second was that those pre-

sent did not want Ireland to be 

freed with the aid of the Soviet 

Union. O n which there are two 

simple comments. Where is the 

evidence that the Soviet Union is 

pressing its unwelcome attentions 

in this matter, or is doing any-

thing but mind its own business as 

far as Ireland is concerned? And 

should a man held in prison really 

worry too much if the devil him-

self made a hole in the wall? 

But the third made the Dubl in 
visitors scratch their heads H a d 
the centenary commemoration 

taken the chairman out of this 

age, and did he now imagine I n -
w a s living in 1867 not 1967. W h a t -
ever the explanation his words 
were " W e are Catholics f i r - ; a n d 
Irishmen afterwards." 

T H E speaker, Mr. Fitzmauru c. is 

of course, quite entitled to be 

a Catholic before he is an Irish-

man. There is nothing morally 

wrong 01- socially discreditable 

about it. It is good that he should 

have strong loyalties to his reli-

gion. and nobody is going to think 

of him a penny the worse as a 

m a n for saying frankly where he 

stands. 

But let there be no doubt about 

it, this was not the standpoint of 

the Fenians he was commemorat-

ing. Strange indeed that Bishop 

Moriarty of Kerry should heap the 

same coals of fire on the Fenians 

as Mr. Fitzmaurice was shovelling 

on the other commemoration that 

was to proceed later that evening 

"in another place." "Hell is not 

hot enough," said the Bishop, "nor 

eternity long enough to punish the 

miscreants who are planting con-

tinental socialism on the holy soil 

of Ireland." 

" V f R . F I T Z M A U R I C E ' S statement 

is not in the tradition of 

Fenianism, but in that of A. M. 

Sullivan, that sincere but weepy 

sectary who deplored the excesses 

of the physical force men. 

It is even further from the 

Republicanism of Wolfe Tone, the 

Protestant who wanted us to sink 

sectarian differences, to abolish the 

separate titles of Catholic. Protes-

tant and Dissenter, and unite 

under the common denomination 

of Irishmen. 

But returning to the present, 

how does Mr. Fitzmaurice think 

his statement will be received in 

British - occupied Ulster? What 

would a Belfast Protestant think 

on hearing that leaders among the 

Catholic Irish regard themselves as 

Catholics first. Irishmen after-

wards? Would he not be excused if 

he believed that a united Ireland 

would lead to widespread discrim-

ination against Protestants? Per-

haps a wee bit of a guilty con-

science might make such a belief 

more likely than it should be. How 

can Mr. Fitzmaurice say to the 

Protestants, "Come into a united 

Ireland and be Irishmen, but 

remember we will be Catholics 

first?" 

You only have to ask the ques-

tion to answer it. 

T h e tragedy is that Mr. Fitz-

maurice's statement showed no bad 

intention but only the most deplor-

able confusion of thought. He had 

got it into his head that politics 

and religion were so closely inter-

woven that you had to choose 

between your politics and your 

religion. 

T H E great Republican priest. 

' Father Michael OFlanagan 

gave a classical answer to that 

misconception many years ago. He 

said most Irish homes of his day 

had two pictures on the wall, one 

of St. Patrick, the other of the 

Protestant Robert Emmet. Some-

times they wondered how they 

could serve both. But there is no 

difficulty at all, said Father 

Michael. "You give to Patrick the 

things that are Patrick's, and to 

Emmet the things that are 

Emmet's." 

That means that in the things 

of this world, which are determined 

by politics. Irishmen are Irishmen. 

In spiritual matters which are not 

of this world, then they are Cath-

olics. Protestants or whatever their 

faith, conscience or upbringing 

decides. 

It is to be hoped Mr. Fitz-

maurice will think this over. He is 

to be congratulated on a fine com-

memoration effort, and it is a pity 

that he spoiled it at the last min-

ute with an ill-considered state-

ment. 

W e would have preferred to let 

it pass; b u t t h e principles 

involved are too important. And 

we have a feeling that when he 

thinks things over he will realise 

that we are right. 

World Commentary by Pat Devine 

A PROGRAMME FOR PROGRESS IN 1968 
^ H E blunt "No" by the Euro-

pean Economic Community 
—Common Market—to Britain's 
application for membership, a 
refusal w h i c h applies equally t c 
the Republic of Ireland, is 
mourned by many so-called 
patriots as a deadly blow to 
progress and economic security. 

It is nothing of the sort. It 

would have meant subordinating 

the country to the domination and 

control of the gnomes of Europe 

and the millionaire cartels. 

As we enter 1968, let us cair a 

halt to all talk of persisting with 

(Gonttnuod from previous column) 

of Mr. Lemass and his friends be-

cause though the tricolour floated 

above, capitalism operated below, 

and Irish capitalism refused to fight 

the British take-over. 

W h o made Derry into a ghost 

city? Socialists- from the Belfast 

Trades Council? No. This crime was 

committed by the Unionist Party, 

who are among the staunchest up-

holders of capitalism in these 

islands, a local branch of the Tory 

Party. 

W h o aHowed Ireland to be par-

titioned and caved in before Bri-

tish threats? Jim Larti» the strike 

leader? Arthur Griffith, his 

bitter enemy, who was the only im-

portant figure In Sinn Fein to de-

nounce the workers during the 1913 

lock-out. 

The m a n who made his remark 

against the red flag, little though 

he realised it, was supporting his 

enemies against his friends. For it 

is only neoossary to think about 

things whidh are common know-

ledge to re*tt» that COMWlly was 

right. Those who work are the 

pKople, a n d the people must not be 

afraid to s H themselves the- aim of 

becoming, in Pearse's words "the 

sovereign peOpte." 

U W L F X M T T . I L 

l b i m r B I B S 

WH E N thi» Issue of the "Irish 

Democrat" w m already made 

up came the news of the death of 

Mr William McCullough, one of our 

contributors over many long years. 

Mr MeOUllough's work for Irish 

Trade tTMonlwri and Socialism will 

M refwrM' to In a special mtIce to 

be publtaM* next month. Meanwhile 

wo o»» sympathy to his fam-

ily and friend* 

the Market application. Let us 

concentrate on extending trading 

relations with socialist countries, 

the developing countries and with 

other states. / 

This is the only way to preserve 

national sovereignty and indepen-

dence. It could mark a new stage 

of economic advance for Britain 

and Ireland. 

R H O D E S I A — N E W S T A G E 
Britain's actions during most of 

196? in connection with the 

Rhodesian fascist coup have been 

disgraceful—a crime against huma-

nity, a bowing of the knee to the 

colour bar, race-hatred and apart-

heid. 

But the Africa® struggle took on 

a n e w form during 1967. No longer 

are the African peoples of Rhodesia 

and 3onth-We*t Africa prepared to 

suffer in silence. 

They have launched guerrilla war 

against their oppressors. And they 

are gaining some successes. Heavy 

casualties have been inflicted on 

ian smith's troops. 

T h e African National Congress 

special news bulletin of September 

2nd contains a report of battles 

near Wanieie as follows:— 

"During a march in search ol 

guerrillas they [i.e. the Smith 

forces.—P.D.I fell into an am-

bush. As is the practice in 

Rhodesia, African puppet troops 

were made by their white com-

manders to march in front. Our 

gttefriflfts alTbwed the African 

unit to pass and when the white 

racist soMters came through, our 

men let loose helT-flre. The Afri-

can puppet troops were caught 

in the crossfire as they fled. Our 

guerrillas Went up to the wounded 

African soldiers and gave them 

help, explaining that the fire was 

not meant for them but for the 

white racialist oppressors." 

T h e fascist government of South 

Africa, alarmed at the guerrillas' 

sueeese and' realising the movement 

couM easily spread throughout all 

of Southern Africa, hurriedly 

rushed troops to the aid of Ian 

Smith in Rhodesia with only a 

faint protest from Britain 

T h e Rhodesian Smith Parliament 

has passed new laws for stricter 

segregation and apartheid, and the 

mandatory death penalty for revolt. 

Mr . Oeorge Thompson the new 

Commonwealth Secretary in the 

Laboiu- Government, was hurriedly 

dispatched to Rhodesia for discus-

sions with Smith, aiming at a com-

promise settlement. 

H e failed to make any progress 

and reported to the Prime \flnister 

that Ian Smith refused to budge. 

T h e Tory Party with few excep-

tions and a handful of Right-wing 

Labour M.P.s demanded- that the 

Government "be British1' and "hold 

out the hand of friendship to their 

kith and kin' in Rhodesia," with-

draw sanctions and settle down to 

progress, however far distant, when 

the Africans, personified by thair 

Government-paid chiefs, would suc-

ceed in getting some form of equa-

lity. 

AFflMS F W t S O V T H - A I ' I I M A 
Towards the end of the year 

South Africa offered a £20O>UliBion 

order for arms to tlM 

ernment. The Tories and virtually 

the entire British Press raiswl this 

as a God-sent chance to overcome 

balance-payments difficulties and 

strongly urged the Government to 

agree. 

It Is to the credit of the vast 

majority of Labour M.P.s that they 

signed a request to the Prime Mini-

ster to refuse outright to agree to 

the arms order which could only 

be ased to strengthen the brutal 

hand erf South African and Rhode-

sian racialists and apartheid. 

T h e Parliamentary pressure, sup-

i>orted by overwhelming trade 

union, Labour Party am* Oo-opMK-

tive opinion, as w*Q as the dwislon 

of the United Nations won tHe day 

and the arms order was reject** 

B E ON filMM* 
It is clear that the colonial ques-

tion with Rhodesia at its centre Is 

going to be one of the major prrrtv 

lems of 196*. W e must assert our-

selves everywhere- for UKlBpontemie 

few all territories stffl tnttfer -flHtisflr 

rirfe, including Northern Ireland. 

W e most support the Atfi Icait pettple 

struggling in Southern Africa, de-

mand action IncTttdtng force If 

necessary, to end the Smith regime 

in Rhodesia, and create conditions 

in which a government bssed on 

democratic majority rule call be 

established, stop the illegal Inter-

vention of South African1 troops 

and police iu Rhodesia, and end 

Britain's economic, military tad 

political backing far the apartheid 

regime in South Africa. 

T H E D I R T Y W A N 
President Johnson and the Pen-

tagon still persist in th#ir dirty war 

of annihilation against the people 

of Vietnam. Such m e n and govern-

ments have no right to make hypo-

critical obeisances to the spirit of 

Christmas or to abuse decency by 

their suggestions that it hurts them 

more than the Vietnamese and that 

it is only honour that compels them 

to continue the murderous wars. 

But here again the warmongers 

are facing mounting opposition 

even in the American Senate and 

Congress and certainly among the 

American people who want peace 

now. 

In Britain and Ireland, the great 

trade union and. I .a hour Paction and-

movements have come out in no 

uncertain manner. 

W e most demand tux end' of sup-

port for United States aggression 

in Vietnam, the ftrmwttate and un-

conditional caataMMi of the bomb-

ing, the withdrawal of United 

States, and other foreign trodps, 

implementation of the Geneva 

Declaration and Agreements and-

the recognition of the National 

Liberation FrOnt of South Viet-

nam. Let the people of Vietnam 

decide their own future without 

interference. 

The p—tl—-ia» dfteec^ a n d the 

MicMftr Ksttfe sun at vital i n s -

tance to the peace of the world. 

T h e Greek, militarists' and. that 

Royal stMft* C o-nvta-nt i » e . 

although still in control, can be 

defeated by the' mounting oppose 

tion both inside a n d outside tM» 

country. 

Democratically-minded men Mad-

women who believe in freedom must 

redouble ttmir efforts to reaaiM 

Greek democracy. 

Time is running out for those 

forces in the M l M f e Beet, especially 

in Israel, who think t l * r can just 

Ignore world opt H t m SMtt the 

United Nations, a n d sit on ttte 

situation as it was after their re-

cent unwarranted attack upon the 

nations. 

T h e year 1968 can really have a 

chance of peace, If only the Israelis 

and Arabs can resolve their dif-

ference*. 

T h e British Government backing 

for reactionary g w e r a m c U la the 

Middle East must end. While* re-

cognising the state of Israel's right 

to exist, support the demands for 

the withdrawal of Israeli troop* 

from the lands they have seiaert in 

the recent conflict as the first re-

quirement for a Just and lasting 

settlement in the Middle East 
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FLASHIGHTS FROM THE LIFFEY By STEPHEN GREENE 

Human Rights Year opens in Dublin 
U U M A N R I G H T S Y E A R 1968 

was inaugurated for Ire-
land in Liberty Hall, Dublin, on 
December 9th by the Irish Anti-
Apartheid Movement, whose 
vice-chairman, Mr. Kader As-
mal, pledged the movement to 
do all in its power during the 
coming twelve months to high-
light the evils of racialism and 
neo-colonialism in South Africa. 

The occasion was the fund-raising 

Poetry Reading "Poetry for Pro-

gress," to which Scotland's greatest 

DE VALERA 
WIRES TO 

PODGORNEY 
/ A N the occasion of the 50th 

anniversary of the Russian 

Revolution President de Valera 

sent greetings to Mr. Podgorny, 

chairman of the Preesldlum of 

the U .S .S .R Supreme Soviet. The 

message went: " I have the honour 

to convey to you, Mr. Chairman, 

on the occasion of your jubilee 

celebrations, m y s i n c e r e good 

wishes for you personally and for 

the welfare and happiness of the 

people of the Soviet Union." 

Most of the Irish papers gave 

good coverage to the jubilee cele-

brations, in particular the "Irish 

Times," although some of the 

commentary was second-rate syn-

dicated stuff from abroad. T h e 

"Cork Examiner" was the only one 

of the principal papers to trot out 

the cliches of the Cold War, 

according to which the Revolution 

was about the worst thing to have 

happened this century. However, 

the "Examiner," as everyone knows, 

is quite a unique paper! 

Several Irish people were present 

at the Moscow celebrations, includ-

ing representatives from the Irish 

Congress of Trade Unions, the 

Irish Transport Union, Workers' 

Union of Ireland and Irish 

Workers' Party. * 

poet, Mr. Hugh McOiarmuid, came 

as guest of honour and to read 

from his works to a packed Dublin 

audience, together with Austin 

Clarke, Mairtin O'Direan, Brendan 

Kennedy, Seamus Heaney and 

Pearse Hutchinson. 

"I am a Scots Nationalist and a 

card-carrying member of the Com-

munist Party," said Hugh McDiar-

muid, who looked like a youngster 

despite his 75 years-—and they 

weren't put on a bit. H e spoke 

about Scotland and how these days 

he had such hope for her, as people 

were turning more than ever from 

the English parties and were flock-

ing to the Nationalists. 

" A Nationalist Scotland will be a 

progressive Scotland," he told us, 

"and will be far in advanee of Eng-

land in its political and social out-

look." His poems were on the same 

theme. 

One of them, movingly described 

a funeral in the Isle of Barra. Lt 

stressed the spiritual and human 

values of the crofter folk of the 

Western Islands, so like our own 

people from the West in their out-

look and social situation—a people 

whose way of life was being as-

saulted by capitalism and com-

mercialism, but which was cham-

pioned by a worthy defender in 

MoDiarmuid. 

• * * 

HUGH MCOIARMUIO had not 
been in the twenty--six 

oountlM since the early 1930s, 

though he has been to Belfast He 

was conscious of the historical as-

sociations of the Hall in which he 

read, and his verses had a biting 

political content, speaking of 

nations and nationality, the com-

mon people, socialism and capita-

lism, the wrongs of the workers 

and the emancipation of mankind. 

In introducing them he said what 

an honour it was for him to share 

a platform with Austin Clarke, who 

read after him, and whose poems 

were equally biting, witty and rele-

vant to many topical political and 

social issues. Clarke gave the en-

thusiastic audience some sardonic 

conversations "In the Lift at 

Liberty Hall" which counterposed 

the Liberty Hall of 1967 with that 

of Connolly's day, and brought out 

its different significance for those 

who used it. 

* 6 ft 

TH E other poets were less overtly 

political in their material. 

O'Direan read for over half an hour 

to an attentive audience in Irish. 

He wrote about his native Aran, 

the people of the West and of the 

countryside, and he read his work 

magnificently. Kennelly, Heaney 

and Hutchinson were the younger 

men, ail of them good poets, and all 

of them very conscious of being 

Irish and glad to make a contri-

bution to such a worthy occasion. 

T h e most interesting thing 

though was the audience, so 

Humorous, so young, so attentive 

and Interested. It may be rash to 

say that one event like this heralds 

a boom In Interest in poetry among 

the youth of Dublin, but the possi-

bility is certainly there. After all, 

would this not be a logical follow-

on from all the current enthusiasm 

for folk music and balladry? 

A message of greetings to the 

assembly was read from Mr. Akhar 

Maroff, Chairman of the United 

Committee on Colonialism, who 

welcomed this contribution to the 

work of Human Rights Year. 

DR. HILLERY ATTACKS 
STRIKES 

R O M January to September this 

year there were 59 strikes in 

the twenty-six counties state com-

pared with 104 in the corresponding 

period last year. W o r k days lost 

have dropped from 772,000 to 91,000. 

In 1966 the twenty-six counties 

was third from the top in the in-

ternational strike league table, pub-

lished annually by the International 

Labour Office, after topping it in 

1964 and 1965. 

T h e Dublin Government, and par-

ticularly its Minister for Labour, 

Dr. Hillery—the m a n w h o recently 

violently attacked the Transport 

Union for affiliating to the Labour 

Party—has made much of these 

strike statistics. T h e unions are 

getting out of hand, they tell the 

public, and drastic new labour 

legislation is needed to curb them. 

T h e new Trade Union Bill will 

probably see the light of day very 

soon and is expected to control the 

right to picket, to make Labour 

Court findings binding in law, to 

refuse official negotiating licences 

to new unions and to require the 

assenting vote of a fixed percentage 

DUNDALK HANDSHAKE NOT SO GOLDEN! 
''l^IVE Hundred to get Redun-

dancy Pay," "Generous 
Benefits for Workers" — so go 
the headlines these days which 
tell us that the workers of Raw-
sons' Shoe Factory, Dundalk, 
are to get the retrospective be-
nefit of the Redundancy Pay-
ments Act, 1968, which came 

ATOM-WASTE 
SEA 

I RUSSIAN scientists, writing in the magazine,' "True," stale that the Irish Sea is being dangerously contaminated by radioactive atomic w a s t e 

HpOr set i 
Do any of our readers know the song ? If you do, please drop us a line or phone London Tec? minus 4826. 

ft ft 6 

T V O N T forget there is a powerful 

• " range of aong books In the Irtih 

at 183 Grayn Inn Road, 

W.C.1, 

of the "Irish Democrat' 

to eotne and have a look 

round. If you can't get down during 

the week fca working hours, lt Is open 

fnaa about 1 p.m. onwards on Wed-

Maflar etsnlngs. and another good 
t t n » ' M > # from about 11 • jn. 

an Saturday morn Inn We have the 

beat QoHeqtloa of books of Irish in-

terest in Loadon 

dumped from nuclear power sta-
tions on the west coast of Eng-
land and Wales. 

They were describing their 

studies of radioactive contamina-

tion of the world oceans during 

various cruises of the research ship 

"Mikhail Lomonosov." T h e y say 

that lt is necessary to prevent the 

possibility of further contamination 

"while its concentration still re-

mains below the maximum permis-

sible level." 

The several big British nuclear 

power stations along the Irish Sea 

coastline use great volumes of 

water for cooling purposes, and this 

is discharged back into the sea 

afterwarda T h e British also try to 

get rid of highly-dangerous solids 

and liquid radioactive waste by 

either pumping it out to sea In con-

trolled amounts or putting It Into 

steel canisters, encasing these In 

concrete, and dumping them Into 

the sea, Including the sea that 

washes the shores of Ireland. M a n y 

scientists claim that the amounts 

being so discharged are too great 

and that the canisters can corrode 

and discharge their dangerous con-

tents before the radioactivity dies 

away. This, in turn can affect fish 

that may be caught for eating by 

people later. 

One of Britain's biggest nuclear 

stations yet is at Wylfa. near Holy-

head, only 50 miles or so from 

Dublin. If an accident happened at 

one of there esablishments, a fire 

or an explosion, there could be n 

serious escape of radioactivity that 

might well affect people along the 

pastern coast of Ireland 

into force on January 1st. It 
will be small compensation to 
the 500 men who were laid off 
work two months ago, osten-
sibly because of a small fire in 
one of the firm's shops, really 
because of free trade. 

Workers who have been with 

Rawsons for 35 years will get a 

lump sum of £ 2 0 0 or so; others will 

get less. It will enable them to buy 

a few things for Christmas, but is 

small compensation for men, many 

of w h o m have large school-going 

families who have never known 

other employment for the span of 

a lifetime, and who are now, at 40 

to 55 years of age, still young but 

beyond consideration for other em-

ployment and faced with a dismal 

future. 

But this will be the pattern as we 

"prepare" for free trade. Instead of 

"Five Hundred Laid Off" the head-

line will be "Five Hundred Get Re-

dundancy Pay." T h e short-lived 

handout will be used to gloss over 

in the public mind the permanent 

economic disaster. T h e public will 

be gulled into thinking that unem-

ployed m e n are better looked after 

nowadays, and agitation will lose 

its bite. O r so the Government 

hopes. 

The Dublin Government's Redun-

dancy Act ip modelled on that 

passed in Britain in 1965, which had 

as its principal aim to make unem-

ployment "more acceptable" to 

workers under the British Govern-

ment's "freeze and squeeze" policy. 

All workers will have to make com-

pulsory contributions to a redun-

dancy fund, but the benefits are 

related to a period of service with 

a single employer. Thus a man 

might be working for a firm for 30 

years; he might then change his 

Job at 50 and, if he was sacked 

after a few months, he would be en-

titled to nothing. T h e scheme 

bristles with anomalies and defects 

in spite of valiant attempts by the 

Labour Party to get improvements 

accepted in it as it went through 

the Dull. 

The Rawsons closure has brought 

home to many the fierce Injustices 

that can take place under capita-

lism In Ireland. The shareholders 

closed down this firm without tak-

ing any account of the effects on 

the lives of hundreds of men. They 

passed a resolution at the meeting 

"recommending" that 5 per cent— 

5 per cent, mind you!—of the assets 

be devoted to compensation for the 

employees. Yet the firm has been a 

highly profitable one for years; it 

has received a lavish Government 

production grant, and it was the 

only firm to refuse to participate in 

the pension scheme for operatives 

in the shoe industry which was 

agreed to by other shoe manufac-

turers some years ago. 

T h e n when it closes, it is not 

the owners and shareholders who 

have to compensate the workers— 

though there is no compensation 

possible for loss of one's livelihood 

—but the Government steps in to 

cloak the scandal by giving sums 

of money to the workers at the ex-

pense of the general taxpayer. 

Well, that is capitalist society, it 

will be said, and what else do you 

expect? T h e coming period will un-

doubtedly see further lessons of 

the same kind. 

of a union's membership in a secret 

ballot before a strike can be de-

clared. 

Fianna Fail is the workers' party, 

says Dr. Hillery, but he will have 

a hard job convincing workers of 

this when these proposals are made. 

« K- 9 

Y E T a closer look at the strike 

statistics shows how easy it is 

to draw wrong conclusions from 

them. It is true that in 1966 we 

lost 772,000 work-days, but five in-

dustrial disputes accounted for 81 

per cent of these, two in particular, 

strikes in the paper-making and 

sugar confectionery industries, 

which lasted a long time and in-

volved large numbers, being the 

most important. 

T h e I.L.O. tables on strikes do 

not give the number of disputes in 

each country; duration and the 

number of workers involved are the 

dominant factors, and these on 

their own can be very misleading. 

Certainly they are poor Justifica-

tion for a government bringing In 

drastic anti-trade union laws—un-

less it is that the Government is 

only looking for an excuse, and 

misleading statistics are as good as 

any. 

T h e British Government is up 

to the same game these days, and 

the report of the Donovan Commis-

sion on the trade unions can be 

expected to bring in similar curbs 

on the powers of the British trade 

unions. It is part of the common 

offensive against organised labour 

made necessary by the C o m m o n 

Market and preparations for free 

trade. 

Correction -
t A S T month we listed the mem-

^ bers and friends of the Connolly 

Association who had helped with 

the redecoration of the new pre-

mises at 283 Grays Inn Road, Lon-

don, W.C.1 . Owing to the omission 

of a line from the typescript the 

names of John Guilfoyle and R. W . 

Heatley were inadvertently left out. 

W e apologise to these two gentlemen 

whose contribution was exception-

ally valued. 

WOLFE TONE SOCIETY HITS 
AT GREEK DICTATORSHIP 

^ PROTEST against the mili-
tary dictatorship in Greece 

was made fit a recent meeting 
in Dublin organised by the 
Wolfe Tone Society. The resolu-
tion "condemned the repres-
sions of this usurping Govern-
ment at present being carried 
out against all opposition in 
Greece. 

"Hie Irish people know very well 

what military oppression means 

and cannot but feel the deepest 

sympathy with the victims of this 

revival, in the home of democracy, 

of m a n y of the worst features of 

Nazism," the resolution added. 

T h e resolution was passed after 

Dr. John De Courcy Ireland had 

given a brHliant lecture on the sub-

ject of "Ireland's European Tradi-

tion," in which he astonished the 

audience by his information on the 

centuries-old links that bound the 

national movement in Ireland with 

radical and progressive movements 

on the European mainland. He 

showed alRo the Important role so 

many Irishmen had played in the 

19th-century democrat^ revolutions 

and rebellions M I the Continent, as 

well as in such movements as the 

Paris Commune and the First In-

ternational. 

Dr. Ireland's thesis was that these 

were the European traditions and 

links that really mattered for Ire-

land, the Ireland of the common 

people. His lecture was a welcome 

counterblast to the current propa-

ganda about Ireland's "duty" to 

join the Common Market, the 

"Europe" of political reaction, of 

monopoly capitalism and the mil-

lionaires. 

Possibly the most fascinating 

part of Dr. Ireland's lecture was 

the message from Thomas Davis 

where the latter made a slashing 

attack on the British political 

economists of the day, and their 

cult of "free trade." It Is in the 

Interest of Britain only, said 

Davis, and it means the ruin of 

Ireland It might have been 

written only last month! 

It is Intended to get Dr. Ireland's 

valuable lecture published at an 

early date. 
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SINN FEIN ADOPTS SOCIALISM 
y H A T the aim of Sinn Fein is 

the complete overthrow of 
English rule in Ireland and the 
establishment of a democratic 
Socialist Republic based on the 
Proclamation of Easter Week 
1916." So runs the new aim of 
the Sinn Fein Party as ex-
pressed in the amendment to 
its constitution adopted at its 
recent Ard Fheis in Dublin. 

In its 62 years' history this is the 

first time the aim of "The Re-

public has been declared by annual 

conference to indicate that it is a 

Republic of the left and of the 

working class that is being fought 

for. It marks an important step in 

the evolution of republicanism in 

Ireland. 

This important constitutional 

amendment was proposed by Mr. 

Catual Goulding on behalf of the 

Sinn Fein Ard Comhairle and was 

p a s s e d by an overwhelming 

majority of the delegates, about 

nine-tenths of them voting in 

favour. There was opposition by 

delegates from Limerick and Bei-

fast on the grounds that a socialist 

republic might be incompatible 

with Christianity and the social 

teachings of the Catholic Church. 

It was pointed out to these, how-

ever, that a Socialist form of poli-

tical and economic organisation 

was quite compatible with the re-

tention of religious belief by the 

mass of the Irish people, and that 

this was therefore a groundless 

worry, a cloak for political con-

servatism; and so the mass of the 

delegates' clearly thought. 

T h e delegates from Belfast were 

mostly sincere men of the older 

generation and it is doubtful 

whether their thinking reflects the 

views of the rank and file. 

T h e constitutional amendment 

was passed as an amendment to • 

the following resolution submitted 

by the Bray Branch of Sinn Fein, 

in which Mr. Seamus Costello is 

prominent: "That Sinn Fein de-

clares its aim to be the establish-

From OUR DUBLIN CORRESPONDENT 
m e m o! Socialist Workers' Re-

public and that it seek affiliation 

with revolutionary socialistic par-

tics throughout the world." 

The amendment probably ex-

presses Republican aims more 

clearly than the Bray resolution, 

despite its simple formulation. A 

"Socialist Republic" must obviously 

be a "Workers' Republic." and 

"affiliation with Revolutionary 

Socialistic Parties throughout the 

world," is not the easiest thing to 

arrange, though undoubtedly Bray 

are right in wanting to extend the 

movement's international connec-

tions. 

J N the course of his speech pro-

posing the amendment, Mr. 

Goulding stated that the term 

"Socialist Republic" was the logical 

application in the conditions of the 

1960's of the aims of the 1916 

leaders. Its adoption as the aim of 

Sinn Fein would express the move-

ment's commitment to a policy of 

radical social and economic 

change, which was not compatible 

with the British-dominated capita-

list system that existed in Ireland 

today. 

It was more clearly seen today 

than ever before that the aims of 

the 1916 leaders, as expressed in 

the Proclamation, such as "to 

cherish all the children of the 

nation equally" and "to guarantee 

equal rights and equal opportuni-

ties to all its citizens" could not 

be achieved under capitalism in 

Ireland. 

Hence the adoption of the de-

m a n d for a Socialist Republic as 

the aim of their movement was the 

logical one for Irish Republicans at 

the present time. T h e Socialist Re-

public would be a Republic ruled 

by workers and small farmers and 

in the interests of workers and 

small farmers; it would be different 

from any Republic spuriously 

sought for by the gombeen parties 

that were selling out the 'country 

rapidly to British Imperialism. 

The term Democratic Socialist 

Republic was not defined more ex-

plicitly than this, but there is a 

fairly wide consensus among the 

leadership of the Republican Move-

ment that this will need to be 

done in time, and appropriately 

embodied in further amendments. 

However, at a time when there 

is a general move to the "left" 

within the Irish working class, with 

the Labour Party pledging itself to 

work for the achievement of 

"socialism" and the establishment 

of a "Workers' Republic." these 

terms, which would have frightened 

many not so long ago, are now be-

coming the common coin of politi-

cal discourse; and the Sinn Fein 

Ard Fheis enthusiastically sup-

ported the formulations of Mr. 

Goulding, with the few dissentients 

referred to. 

>riTHE other main decision of the 

Ard Fheis was to "reaffirm its 

adherence to the abstentionist 

policy.' This was also a resolution 

proposed by the Ard Chomhairle, 

and was passed by a large 

majority. It was meant as a re-

affirmation of the existing position, 

at a time w h e n some sections of 

republican opinion wants change, 

though another section wants all 

discussion on the subject ruled out 

entirely for all time. 

In a sense, therefore, the passing 

of this amendment was a "holding 

operation" on a topic which is 

bound to come again on future oc-

casions. 

There were about half a dozen 

resolutions on the agenda propos-

ing that the policy regarding 

Leinster House be changed, and 

about four opposing this and out-

lawing discussion on this topic for 

the future. T h e position of some of 

the more radical Republicans, such 

as T o m Mitchell and Seamus Cos-

tello, is Said to be in favour of 

abandoning the abstentionist policy. 

Such could, indeed, be gathered 

FIANNA FAIL PLOTS NEW ATTACK 
ON P R. VOTE SYSTEM C O R no other reason than that 

• they want to hold on to 
political power in the twenty-
six counties as long as possible, 
the Fianna Fail Party are now 
planning another attack on the 
P.R. system of elections. 

T h e Fianna Fail Ard Fheis 

called for the abandonment of 

multi-seat constituencies, which is 

necessary if P.R. is to work, and 

the D a 11 Committee on the Con-

stitution has come out by a 

majority in favour of amending 

the Constitution to abolish P.R. 

There is no zeal for democracy 

behind all this, no generous wish 

to give people fairer representation 

than they at present have. It is 

power politics pure and simple, the 

urge to cling to office through 

thick and thin, by means of foist-

ing an unjust system of elections 

on the Irish electorate. 

Abolishing P.R. would, of course, 

play right into the hands of the 

Unionist Party, and put a huge 

obstacle in the way of ever achiev-

ing a united Ireland; for P.R. is 

the best guarantee of safeguarding 

the interests of the Protestant 

minority in a united Ireland and 

of reconciling them to living in the 

same state with their Catholic 

fellow countrymea 

T T is not surprising then that the 

^ Northern Ireland Liberal Party 

at a special meeting organised in 

Dublin called for a campaign in 

defence of P.R. Miss Sheelagh 

Murnaghan, M P. (Stormont) said 

she "was aghast that our fellow-

Irishmen in the Republic are con-

sidering the idea of changing from 

P.R. " S h e said that it was not 

P.R. that had brought about weak-

ness in the 8outh, but the lack of 

differences between the main par-

ties. She asserted that the aban-

IRISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME 
REMAINS MOST POPULAR 

BUNTUS CAINNTE i s Telefis 
Eireann's most popular pro-

gramme, according to the latest 
news from Montrose. 

Who would have thought it ? 
When a dally five-minute pro-
gramme of Irish lessons at peak 
viewing time was first mooted, 
there were howls of protest 
from the anti-language lobby. 
Our freedom Is being infringed; 
Irish is being stuffed down our 
throats; let us have horse opera 
instead, shouted the opponents 
of the language. 

But the "TAM rates" giving 
viewers' reactions, show that 
not only did Buntus Calnnte be-
gin with a huge audience, but 

It has retained it. Moreover, 
nearly 250,080 oopies of the ac-
companying booklet based on 
Fr . 0 hUallachain's scientific 
linguistics— have been sold to 
the public. A truly fantastic 
figure for a country of Ireland's 
size. 

The programmes are simple 
and manageable. Parents look 
in daily %Kh their children. If 
these methods are continued it 
is bound to give a big boost to 
the knowledge and use of Irish. 
It shows that the public will re-
spond to the language If they are 
given only half a ohance and it 
has made the oynlcs and critics 
cat their words In ohagrin. 

donment of P.R. in effect meant 

the abandonment of any idea of a 

united Ireland. " H o w could the 

interests of the minority in the 

North be protected except under 

P R . ? " she asked. 

The Labour Party is gearing 

itself for a strong campaign 

against moves to abolish PR . , for 

the substitution of sinale-member 

instead of multi-member Dail con-

stituencies would decimate the 

Labour Party. T h e backbenchers in 

Fianna Fail and Fine Gael are 

also vary worried because many of 

them would lose their seats in the 

carving up of the existing con-

stituencies. But the leaders are 

thinking of what a gerrymander 

there could be, and both Fianna 

Fail and Fine Gael would these 

days be wily too glad to get rid 

of the Labour Party, now that 

tlie urban voters are abandoning 

Fianna Fail, and Fine Gael has 

lost all hopes of forming a coali-

tion with Labovir after the next 

election. 

T h e Government is preparing 

the necessary legislation on the 

subject over Christmas and will 

probably bring a Lill into the Dail 

in January. T h e referendum could 

be held before the summer, to 

allow the constituencies to be 

carved up in nice time for the 

next election. 

These are sudden and alarming 

developments. If Fine Gael Join 

Fianna Fail to support abolition 

of the multi-seat constituency, the 

opposition will have a hard time 

of it, for at the last time when 

Finnna Fnil attacked P.R. Fine 

Oael cume out in its defence. 

Labour and the trade union move-

ment will have to throw their 

weight wholeheartedly behind the 

defence of P.R. if the Government 

are not to get away with their 

plans. 

from their speeches. 

They pointed to the changing 

situation within Ireland, the bare-

faced sell-out of the country by 

Fianna Fail, with Fine Gael as 

accomplice, and the need to resist 

this by every means that came to 

hand. They also referred to the 

fact that if the electoral system 

were changed and P.R. abandoned, 

Republicans would never be able to 

get a simultaneous majority of 

T.D.s elected to an All-Ireland 

Parliament. It was an absurdity. 

Their arguments clearly carried 

conviction with many of the dele-

gates. Others, however, such as 

Cathal Golding, Roy Johnston and 

Sean Stephenson thought the time 

was not appropriate for a change. 

A N O T H E R item of interest at 
1 * the Ard Fheis was the criti-

cism expressed by a few delegates, 

mainly from the Limerick area, of 

the policy of republicans' working 

with people from the left, such as 

members of the Irish Workers' 

Party, in opposition to the Common 

Market and the Dublin Govern-

ment's free trade policies. W e know 

these are good and worthy people, 

said the critics, but we believe that 

it is not politic for us to be asso-

ciated with them in common cam-

paigns. 

These criticisms were vigorously 

answered by Mr. Goulding on be-

half of the Ard Chomhairle. These 

men are Irishmen, he said, what-

ever their party political allegiance; 

and he declared that he would work 

with the devil himself if only it 

helped to keep Ireland out of the 

E.E.C.! This was a sentiment 

clearly reciprocated by the great 

majority of those present, who 

cheered Mr. Goulding's speech on 

its apnclusion. 

The attendance at the Ard 

Fheis was lower than for some 

years. There was criticism that not 

enough new blood was being 

attracted into the Sinn Fein move-

ment. and that indecisiveness of 

policy on many important issues 

was the main cause of this. At the 

same time it was widely apprecia-

ted that, like the Labour Party,--

Sinn Fein organisation is at the 

present time going through a 

period of reorientation and re-

assessment, a process which is 

leading it inexorably to the left 

and to a more effective anti-

imperialist position. This process 

will continue for some time. It is 

probable that when it is con-

cluded the Republican Movement 

will be in a stronger position than 

ever to play its part in the estab-

lishment of a U n i t e d Irish 

Republic. 

LABOUR T.D. RESIGNS 
"Party has gone Socialist" 

IUIR. P A T R I C K NORTON'S 
resignation from the Labour 

Party will not be regretted by 
many, but his letter of resigna-
tion will cause amusement to 
some. 

The son of the late William Nor-

ton. Leader of the Labour Party for 

many years, and T .D . for Kildare, 

Mr. Norton claims that "a small but 

vocal group ol ambitious fellow-

travellers have been allowed to take 

possession of the leadership of the 

party." 

He states that: 

"As a businessman I was 

regarded with suspicion by the 

majority of the party . . . that 

the party's economic policies 

would, if implemented, be dis-

astrous for the country, and 

that the party would have us 

repeat in Ireland the ruinous 

economic theories which have 

brought such chaos and hard-

ship to the peoples of other 

socialist countries. And that the 

party now openly stands for a 

workers' republic which is a 

euphemism for something more 

extreme." 

And so on and so forth. Cer-

tainly Mr. Norton has been an em-

barrassment to the Labour Party 

for some time. H e received wide 

publicity some months ago as pro-

perty owner in Dublin. 

He was a strong advocate of the 

policy of coalition between the 

Labour Party and Fine Gael and 

supported both the Anglo-Irish Free 

Trade Agreement and the C o m m o n 

Market. He was independent-

minded and was willing to carry 

his opposition to his party's policies 

to the extent of abstaining on 

various issues which all the other 

Labour T.D.s put to the vote in 

Dail Eireann 

His resignation marks a stage in 

the current evolution of the Labour 

Party and should facilitate that 

party's efforts to turn itself Into 

a more credible social democratic 

party than it has been in the past. 

/ C O M M E N T I N G on Mr. Norton's 

resignation, the Labour Leader 

Mr. Corish. stated that "the plain 

fact was that Deputy Norton was 

not prepared to accept the new 

socialist policy of the Labour Party 

and never was since he came into 

the Dail three years ago. It was un-

worthy of him to use a smear such 

as fellow-travellers about some of 

his former colleagues; these men 

are socialists and in the tradition 

of the party " 

But the Labour Party still has 

to work out a clear idea of what 

socialism is and of what exactly it 

means by the Workers' Republic. 

There are several schools of 

thought within the Party at pre-

sent. 

Mr. Norton's resignation may add 

new impetus to the debate. This de-

bate has also been contributed to 

by an article entitled "Corish 

Speaks." in "Spectre," magazine of 

the University College, Cork, 

Branch of the Labour Party, which 

has received widespread publicity 

and aroused much interest. 

In this article Mr. Corish spoke 

frankly on his p o l i t y and econ-

omic attitudes in repl^i to an Inter- . 

viewer. 

W h e n asked what was his defini-

tion of socialism he gave the follow-

ing reply: " M y basic idea of 

Socialism is that the State should 

be held responsible and take the 

initiative for the development of 

the economy and in looking after Its 

citizens so far as Sqtfal Welfare, 

Health. Housing and Education are 

concerned." 

W h e n asked whether he saw a n 

antagonism between capitalists and 

workers, he replied: "At the present 

there is an antagonism, but under 

a Socialist system I dent think we'd 

have such a type of person as a 

capitalist If we did have a sort of 

capitalism it would be in the sense 

that workers would participate with 

those people w h o are responsible 

for the promotion of industry and 

they who take the profits from In-

dustry." ' } 

The idea of Socialism expressed 

in the first reply is something 

which could express the view of 

State action in the economy ac-

cepted by the Flanna M l Party 

while the Socialism of the second 

reply refers to some form.of profit-

sharing and Is like that la the cur-«. 

rent programme of the British 

Liberal Party. 

There are certainly many in the 

Labour Party whose ideas on w h a t 

Socialism Is are rather more radi-

cal than these, even though these 

ideas have clearly alarmed Deputy 

Norton. 

The coming period will be one of 

some ideological debate withhi the 

Labour Party as a series of n e w 

policy documents are prepared a n d 

a special policy conference is con-

vened during the next eight 

months. The present time la un-

doubtedly one of the most Import-

ant in the half-century-long hlntory 

of the Irish Labour Party, and h o w 

the Party develops during It will 

have great significance for the Irish 

working class. 
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MORRISSEY AND THE RUSSIAN 
SAILOR 

ye gallant Irishmen, wherever that you be 

Tfiope you'll pay attention and listen unto me, 

TWM sing about the battle that took plaoe the other day 

Bigfiween a Russian sailor and gallant Morrissey. 

T w a s in Tierra del Fuego in South Atnericay 
The Russian challenged Morrissey—those words to him did say : 
"f hear you are a fighting man, a n t f w e a r a belt I see, 
Indeed I wish you would consent to have a round with me." 

Then out spoke gallant Morrissey, with heart both brave and true 
" l am-a valiant Irishman that never was subdued, 
For I can whale the Yankee, the Saxon bull or bear 
In honour of old Paddy's land I'll stttt tfte laurel wear." 

Those words enraged the Russian boy upon the Yankee land, 
T ^ M n H that he should be put down By any Irishman, 
Soyfr lte "You are too light a frame, and: that without mistake— 
n r i W v e you to resign the belt or efce your life I'll take." 

To-light upon the tenth of March those heroes did agree, 
And-thousands came from every part the battle for to see ; 
Ute'ffitgHSir an* t l»Russ ians , their hearts were filled with glee, 
D w y . swore this Russian sailor boy would beat brave Morrissey. 

H i o w l i e r o e s stepped into the ring*, meet gallant to be seen, 
<hd WNi'i<J>cy put on the belt, bound round with shamrock 

green; 

Sixty thousand dollars, as you may plainly see 
Wl»to4*t1»ecMmpie* 's pr izewNrgaiMtfth* vfotory> 

' f - : s r i A 
They shook hands and walked around the ring, commencing for 

It Mtod ea ih Irish heart with pr idrtor to behold the sight. 

J> iMtrttl antra tnrtfour hero laytlMfiM* Mat he owl* rtse— 
The- w o r d went all about the ftaM, "MtC* dWttfT wwre alt their 

a n d rising,from the g r o u n d 

tWf fttfattetfc round the Htifsfen ft* put down. 

(Mmvortirr grasr; 
tffc and down, they brought the cash; 

without delay to the thirty-second round, 
received «>Mow that brought him to the ground. 

(ftrftthe thirty-seventh round^'twas fall and fall about, 
Its trt#n to keep a sharp Iookout; 
-for td have a glass of wine, 

"This battle will be mine." 

I all, the Russian felt a smart; 
struck him upon the heart; 

I'lUHMfto open up a vein, 
But he said it was quire useless, he'dnever fight again. 

and the Yankee Clifford too, 
noMy did subdue, 

here is health galore 
cams from Templemore. 
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BEAK PHAimN 
an trua gbear naofa miss, nach mise, 
^ an trm ghear ifach mise bean Phaidln ; 

"SeM trua gbear nacfc mise, aaeh mise, 
i Mwftli eai I Re. 

I , go Gailttmh, 
i . L ^ j PhaUin 

H tiMKfad ahhaile ta-mbad leis. 
H a t h a i n n go h A o n a a t o a * C M o e h a i n 

lb « f i frg»Bh « r A t h a f » B a l g b e , 

M u r a a t b n o i n n U l e a e b trid a n - M f u i n n e o g 

tamH"ll bNfeMANn Man Phaidin. 

tear do ehoca, do chosa, 

» d o dii i i i 'bhean Phaidin, 

IF ALL THE YOUNG 
MAIDENS 

J F all the young maidens were blackbirds and thrushes, 

A-making sweet music in white flowering bushes, 

No work I'd be doing, 

I'd sit and be strewing 

T h e grains of my barn for the sake of their song ! 

If al l the young maidens were cowslips and daisies 
T i l l filled was the meadow with sweet pretty faces, 

I'd scratch my head over 
And chew a red clover, 

T h e sorrow a scythe would I sweep through the throng ! 

If all'the young maidens were stars up in heaven 
Out-peeping like mice through the chinks of the even ! 

No sleep I'd be getting 
But sighing and fretting, 

T i l l dawn's whiskered cat stretches out her long tongue ! 

If al l the young maidens were mealy potatoes 
A-laughing and smiling—"Young men, come and eat us !" 

I'd die of starvation— 
A sight for the Nation— 

Awd lie in my grave, 'ere I'd put in a prong. 

Do you see, Molly-O, I've a heart soft and tender, 
So dftn'f you stand out, but just make your surrender ; 

If you're bold like these thrushes 
That fight in the bushes, 

I'll turn to some blaokbird and sing her my song ! 

NELL FLAHERIY S 
DRAKE 

r j j p r ' n j y name it is Nell, the t ru th for t& t*«, -
I come from CootehUl which I'lPnever deny; 

Chad * fine drake, the t ru th for to speaK, 
That my grandmother gave me and g f e going to die. 
The dear little fellow, his legs they were yellow, 
BfeVtoiKtty'Vte* swallow o*«*llb.NfeR»lteke— 
MWUMIHJ iiMLe#8*ra«* to gneaae Mawfiite cabbage 

Most wantonly murdered Nell Flaherty 's drake. 
W a n e * Itwaagiwen, mo*t rare to'beseen, 

BT< was fit for a qtreen of the higlfest degree, 
His body was white tha t would you delight, 
H e was pltrmp, fa t and heavy and brisk as a bee. 
He was wholesome and sound and he weighed twenty pound, 
A n d the universe round I would roam for Mis take; 
B a d luck to the robber, be he drunk or sober. 
T h a t murdered Nell Flaherty's beautiful drake. 
May his spade never dig, may his sow never pig, 
May e^«h nft in his wig be as large as a snail, 
M i ^ Ms doer have no latch, may his house have no t ha t ch , 
Hfe rU te t au t ay not hatch, may the rats ea t his meal. 

M a y « e » y old fairy f rom Cork to Dun Laotre 
M y - b i m snug and airy in river or lake, 
Wharetheeel and the trout they may d ine on the snout 
O r t h e monster t h a t murdered Nell Flaher ty 's drake. 
Mtty h b pt&r never grtint, may His cat never hunt , 
That a?ghost'may hhn h a u n t in the dead of the night , 

MM»e« never lay, may his ass never bray, 
f b away like an old paper kHe. 

the fleas may the wretcH ever tease 
A n * a Mttar north wind make hhn sMver and shake, 
May. a-bl* hairy ban make a nest in the tag 
Of the monster that murdered Nell Flaherty * drake. 
The only good news t h a t I have to diffuse 
Brthan<Wf Peter Hughes and blind piper McPeake 
T h a t MMiaet GUwyer and Cornie Magulre 

IfaveeMeU got-a t i a a d s o n of my darling 

w y . t n — f t k i * « s n a of nephew* an* %«Mfaa 
And one I must get or my heart it win break 
T » set m mind easy or else I'll to crazy 
S e ends the whole song of Nell Flaherty's drake. 

•The above-song-is. reputed to be a <tj«Kul«fld 

lament for Robert Emmet). 

AND POST TO THE EDITOR, 
M M MMOCRAT, 283 GRAYS INN ROAD, W.C.1 
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IN KERRY 
LONG AGO 
OGoti be with you Kerry, 

Where in childnvnl we were 

merry 

When we'd hear the fiddler tuning 

up and resining the bow! 

At the crossroads we'd be dancing, 

And our colleens shyly glancing 

Just like their dads and mothers 

did 

in Kerry long ago. 

Now my heart is sad and weary, 

Still in dreams I see my Mary, 

With her golden tresses flying—on 

her cheeks a rosy g K w l 

in her joy I hear her singing 

And Bill Hatpin's fiddie> ringing 

As he played "The Stack of Barley" 

Down in Kerry long ago. 

We'd go down to Mary's dairy, 

And our feet so light and airy 

At the chum we'd take our turn, 

till the butter would overflow; 

Then to the kitchen we'd retire, 

And pick out the biggest liar 

Just to tell us "fairy stories" 

Of Kerry long ago. 

Then we'd stroll home in the moon-

light 

And our colleens' waists we'd hug 

tight 

Just to save them from the fairies 

in the ratheen d o w n below, 

Then we'd say goad n i g h t and kiss 

them; 

We'd go home and pray; 6od bless 

them; 

The sweethearts- of owr boyhood 

days' 

in Kerry long aga. 

The oId woman 
of Wexford 

OH, there was. an «M< woman in 

Wexford, 

in Wexford towwdM. dwelt* 

S h e loved her oM-ma» «M«Hy 

But another on* twic* aa well. 

Chorus: 

With you* rHofcoorateddy 

And your ri-faManla*. 

Now one day sha went to the 

doctor 

Some mediome for to-And, 

Says, she, "Will you.giv* me some-

thing 

TTtdt'll mattr nw oNT frarr MhuP'? 

marrow " O h , feed him 

bones 

And made IHm sup them all; 

It won't be so very long after that 

Till he can't see yow.afcalU" 

Now the doctor he wroto a letter 

And signed IfwKtr hlx Hand 

And sent it to tha«ld-man 

Just to let him understand 

O h she fed him eggs and marrow-

bones 

And she made tug them all; 

It wasn't so very long after that 

Till her couldn't sea tharwatt. 

Says he, "I'd go and drown meself 

But that might be a sin." 

Says she, "I'll com* along with you 

And help to push you in. 

They jogged and jogged and 

jogged along 

Till they cam* to til* wvdr ' s brim. 

Says she, "you cam* here to 

drown youneff 

And ma to push y m \mf 

Then the old woman she stepped 

To rush and push him in, 

But the old mm g * M W « stepped 

aside 

And she went tumhUng.in. 

Oh how loudly dtd'-ah* y«R and 
Hbw'ioudty. dM dn — i d 
"Arrah, hould yawr adttaht, old 

woman/' 

Says he, "For I oan't s m you a> 

all." 

She swam and swam and swam 

around 

TIM she came to fllr fttrtlMr brim 

Biit th» oW mgft g o f d M n g Darge-

pM*r 

And pushad h e r t w l h w tel. 

; Now plates of marrow* 

May make your o l d m a n Mind 

But if tfHJ want t« dMMdw M m 

Y O U must o r M r m r e M M Mhlnd. 

V 
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" T H E DUST," by Seamus 
Murphy (iRoutledge & Kegan 
Raul, 30/*). 

4MJST" is divided into 
three parts—cutters, car-

vers and.polishers of stone. The 
distinguishing marks of all three 
categories are eccentricity, out-
rageous nicknames, intense pre-
occupation with thejr mystery, 
and thirst. This last characteris-
tic makes it necessary for them 
to forgather frequently and on 
these occasions there is a great 
deal to be discussed, as you 
would expect of men who spend 
so much of their working lives 
in empty churches and grave-
yards. 

The talk is often of an esoteric 

ttiad, of crockets and finials, and 

diapers and hood-mouldings, of 

iemale crabs, spalls, swages and 

(Projecting entablature cornices. It 

may occasionally, as Blueskull is 

once driven to complain to the 

.Gargoyle, Bulltoes, the Goban and 

the Tumbler—to name but a few— 

"descend to the level of a county 

council debate" if, say, the Ground-

shaker overstates the merits of the 

tolood^red Cork marble — from the 

quarry on Little Island—as against 

those Of the Midleton pink or the 

Callintempte m e a l y - grey. More 

often'there is-hitter unanimity in 

denouncing sueh fads as the use 

of -White Italian marble for pulpits 

and Celtic crosses, when God 

Nearly cresrted it -for butter-slabs 

•and •eounfcer'tops. They speak .with 

authority;'knowing how Intractable 

a «bone "becomes when toughened 

•by lapse -of time between quarry-

ing and working. 

ithe Preface to his book 

4taaa»us JUuryhy. -Jt.H.A., a seulptor 

«f -w»own, disavows any skill in 

£be itraft of writing. Consider a 

-WMHple: j 

-Now we had in the shed a 

stone-etrtter known as the 

Prouneer, a big brusque man 

with a '•hick head like a malt-1 

house eats, and a mouth that 

turned up at the comers and 

jvas eaclasfid by two lines like 

a jjair of brackets runai»g 

from bis jiose to ,his chin. 

B e had a thatcti of grey hair 

that fdoieoWd out over his 

fWK and all ttie way round his 

head ilke a cornice 

How many professional writers. 

..given a ..point-hammer and chisel, 

and a block of cross-way Aherla 

on a hanker, could hew as good a 

caricature? 

f f W E W E is some shrewd but 

M gentle satire, of the Innocence 

of archaeologists for example, or 

the complacency of a Trades Union 

negotiator who presses home his 

claim by quoting from Papal 

-Bncyolicals. The book is pervaded 

by a muted melancholy, the wtst-

fulness of men who look with 

possessive pride on Cormac's 

Cftagai at caawi, WW to -<hc 

twelfth century, but Whose craft 

•has mo .future. QBMBtujfsaen bam. 

ttaey tpead Saturday night in a 

Cork htidahop. «nohaaUd by the 

« m g jof a hocb from it he onthard.s 

near Dungarvan. 

ghandon steeple has sandstone 

on the two faces looking country-

wards and dressed limestone on 

those racing the city. This is 

because the stonemasons of the 

day had a grudge against country-

folk. The pHaSters on the National 

(Beak are ifiodu^.loBs from the 

Athens, the 

*»me tft - a 'ac1' 
WhWh struck -W»e <Ora«He *Hislleer 

the « M M M a t ^ w *m*t<i «P ®t their 

acanthus and their nicely moulded 

OUR CELTIC HERITAGE 
THE CELTIC REALMS, by 

Myles Dillon and Nora Chad-
wtck (Weidenfeld and Nicol-
son, 63s.) 

r | 'HE Celts m a k e their first 

appearance as a homogenous 

people in south-central Europe in 

the Bronze Age, possibly as early 

as 2000 B.C. Prehistoric migrations 

account for their spread eastward 

into Asia Minor and westward to 

the Atlantic and the British Isles. 

By the fourth century B.C. they 

were the dominant people of 

Europe, with a characteristic tribal 

system, coinage, paved roads, stone 

fortresses, a tradition of oral 

bardry, and well-developed crafts-

manship in metalwork and pottery. 

Gaulish art—known as La Tene, 

from a site in Switzerland—began 

to lose its national character soon 

after the Roman conquest, but the 

British Celts preserved theirs under 

the Roman occupation, producing 

artefacts of such high quality as 

the Aylesford bucket or the fifty 

gold tores unearthed at Snettisham 

in 1948. In Ireland, where the 

Romans did not penetrate — in 

spite of Agricola's optimistic esti-

mate that a single legion would 

suffice for the adventure — Celtic 

art continued to flourish and 

develop until the Middle Ages, 

modified only partially by new 

motifs in the Viking Age. 

In Chapter 12 of this book Nora 

Chadwick gives a masterly survey 

of the Celtic contribution to that 

amalgam known as European art. 

It was a massive contribution, 

which she traces from its first 

manifestation in the Halstatt cul-

ture of c.800 B.C., through its 

embodiment in the iconography of 

British and Irish high crosses, the 

exQuisite polychrome jewelry of 

the Tara brooch and the princely 

pre-Roman Battersea shield, the 

oriental influence in illuminations 

of the Books of Durrow and Kells, 

and in the wooden sculpture of the 

Gauls which modern techniques in 

archaelogy are now revealing. In 

the Gundestrup bowl, recovered 

from a Danish bog, she finds in 

prototype the essential qualities of 

precision in -toolcraft, imaginative-

ness in concept and elaboration in 

pattern that recur in every branch 

of Celtic art. Its development to 

its highest peak in Ireland in the 

early Christian centuries consisted, 

broadly speaking, of a tempering 

of its exuberance with restraint 

under the influence of continental 

taste. 

"•-THERE are 105 photographic 

-L plates illustrating the affinities 

between the architecture, sculpture 

and fine art found in Gaul, Wales, 

England, Scotland, the Isle of Man, 

Cornwall, Brittany and Ireland. 

The insular Celts were a maritime 

raee, for whom the Irish sea was 

a bond rather than a barrier. Inde-

pendent kings pursued expansionist 

policies leading to -the most com-

plex interpenetarations, which are 

followed in a series of chapters 

by Nora Chadwick, down to the 

emergence .of .the "modern" Celtic 

kingdoms under Kenneth Mac-

alpine, Rodri Mawr and Brian 

Borama in the era that also 

brought a unified Prankish empire 

under Charlemagne. 

rriHE chapters by Myles Dillon 

deal, .with the institutions, lan-

guage and literature of the Celtic 

lands. H e relates the themes of 

Irish saga to what is known of the 

continental Celts from classical 

writers like Caesar and Posidonius, 

and also shows how they gave 

both flavour and body to later 

European literature. Out of the 

mythological tales, for example, in 

the stories of Grainne and of 

Deirdre. came the theme of doomed 

love to inspire so much of medieval 

romance. 

The achievement of both authors 

is remarkable for the combination 

of vast scope and close critical 

attention to detail. The book's 

great sweep, on the one hand, 

covers the military, social, reli-

gious, political and artistic life of 

a complex of peoples throughout 

fifteen centuries. O n the other 

hand, there are valuable discus-

sions of such subjects as the rela-

tionship between the "dan dir-

each" which was the vehicle of 

Irish heroic poetry for a millen-

nium and the "cynghanedd" of 

Welsh court poetry, the part 

played by the political rise of the 

Northern Ui Neill in promoting the 

first great migration of the 

"Scotti peregrini," the indebtedness 

of all Europe to these gifted 

settlers, the evolution of the 

Gaelic langauge from the primal 

Indo-European matrix, and many 

others. 

With its eight maps — which, 

oddly, are never referred to in the 

text — this is a lucid summary of 

the great advances in Celtic 

studies during recent years, .with 

pointers to the areas yet to be 

ploughed. It makes fascinating 

reading, and will be an invaluable 

source of reference for all who see 

in the Celtic past a key, no less 

important than the better-known 

GraecorRoman culture, to the for-

mation of Western civilisation. 

S E A M U S T R E A C Y . 

THE 
T H E T H I R D P O L I C E M A N , by 

Flann O'Brien (MacGtbbon 
and Kee L t d , price 25s.). 

/ kVER many years I have been 

* familiar with the writings of 

"Flann O'Brien, mostly under his 

other nom de plume of Myles na 

'Gopaleen in the "Irish Times." I 

also read hut failed to -enjoy his 

"At Swim T w o Birds." All bk> 

work is characterised by a scintil-

lating wit — he bas puuned very 
effectively in at least four lan-

guages — and he resembles James 

Joyce in the range of his .erudi-

tion. His favourite target for satire 

•has been the Irish Civil Service 

whom he has constantly -exhorted 

to aetiirn to the bogs they came 

Jtom and resume "snagging" tur-

nips on a diet of potatoes and 

buttermilk. 

'It is not to be wondered then 

that in "The Third Policeman" he 

pinpoints the m a n n e r s and 

vagaries of the country police and 

along with this he has promoted 

abacus. The dialogue which makes 

up the greater part of the booi.ls 

full of observations like these pn 

the stonework of every bank and 

church in Cork. Irish stonies are 

often descended from Englishmen 

who came oyer to build mansions 

for -the lords of the Protestant 

Nation hi the eighteenth century, 

or Catholic churches after Eman-

cipation. In politics they are 

Republican with a strong bias 

towards socialism. 

These are serious men, conscious 

of the brevity of life and the 

durability of art. Superficially 

irreverent, they exhibit in matters 

relating to their craft a letftitteas 

of purpose not unlike Michel-

angelo's; nothing offends their 

sense of the atnees of things more 

than a ehurch built of processed 

mud—(which is bow they thank of 

ooxorete. Beamus Murpby has a 

rich share of their idiosyncrasy, 

their vision, and their humour. 

Stone mad—in the u»eet oa(leMi«g 

way—as the rest of them, he has 

in this book raised a monument to 

the monument-makers, gracefully 

embellished with his own initial 

capitals and with evocative draw-

ings m pan and ink wash by 

William Harrington. 

EAVAHN C O N O R . 

,the humble push-bike to an exalted 

position. But I anticipate! 

Although the earaator's parents 

.died young has somehow man-

aged to get a good education but 

when Jae returns Jin m e from 

school to take over the family pub 

a sinister figure jn the person of 

a man named Diyney upsets 

things by involving him in the 

murder of a reputedly rich old 

miser. Tliey ,do it for money but 

when our hero enters the house to 

steal the mpney,box -be is surprised 

to find that bis victim is "alivie." 

And from this point onwards, sheer 

.fantasy AaJtes over. After weird 

wanderings through an Alice-in-

Wondertend countryside he meets 

.the captain fit all the one-legged 

m e n CPortut»tely for him, the 

narrator ' h l m s f c l f possesses a 

wooden leg which saves him from 

being robbed and murdered by the 

captain.) 

'"•I am a robber,' he said in a 

,daxk voice, " . . . a black murderer 

also. Bwery time I rob a man I 

fcnock him idead . . . have you a 

-money bag with you?'" 

But when he heard about the 

wooden leg he oould say: 

"You are a sweet man and I 

would not lay a finger on your 

personality." Later when describ-

ing the way to the police barrack 

he says: "You will discover it 

where the river runs away from 

the road . . . you will see the fat 

trout In their brown coats coming 

back from JJie barrack, where they 

go for a fine breakfast." 

Arrived at last at the barrack 

the sergeant greets him with . "Is 

it .about a bicycle?" Then follows 

a dlscuseipn on all classes and 

makes of bicycies. As they wander 

forth in search -of stolen machine's 

•the. sergeant .produces an interest-

ing theory: 'Michael Oilhaney is 

example of a man who is nearly 

banjaxed from the principle of the 

atomic theory. Would it astonish 

you to hear that he is aeerly half 

a bicycle . ; . People who spend 

most of their natural lives riding 

,lron bicycles? . . . get their per-

sonalities mixed up with the per-

sonalities of thair bicycles and 

.you'd be surprised at the number 

tot people who nearly are half 

people and half bicycles." 

But all thfcj talk does not alter 

the fnct that our man Is to be 

hanged for the murder, in fact he 

assists in the construction of a 

scaffold in the barrack yard. But 

of course he isn't hangad. and 
there are more wfiprtwrings Mid 

.disemwries as the pc&cemem Itake 

,h,im underground to where there 
are all sorts of ciuaous machines. 
The secgeant explains U » t ,«ll7this 

is jrun jan a thing eallai "omatonn." 
" You're omnium * n & } «si 

omnium and so is the 4»angte « B 0 

my hoots here and .ao is t h e wind 

in the chimney'." 

Interspersed with these capers 

are footnotes about a JUXNtf 

named DeSelby whom the prop-

ter admires but who is indubitably 

a blithering idiot. 

Another of DeSelby's weaknesses 

was his inability to distinguish 

between men and women . . . in 

the law reXereuoes he ever made 

to his own mysterious faqoU? fee 

called his mother "a very disting-

uished gentleman" . . . "a -man of 

stern habits" and "a man's m a n . " 

Again fearing that his execution 

is not to be postponed he seeks 

help from the captain of Jbe <jpe-

1 egged men. But deqptte clever 

ruses the captain and his m e n «re 

prevented from matoto a nwcue. 

Eventually our wm escapes n o •« 

bicycle. He now meets the thted 

policeman who explains that 41)9 

original box he was seeding con-

tains not money but the o d i o u s 

omnium. H e .becomes almost drunk 

at the thought of the. power this 

stuff will give him when it .gtto 

into his hands: "I could destroy, 

alter and improve the unlverar at 

will . . . I would present w e r y poor 

labourer in the ,world with a 

bicycle made of gold and I would 

arrange that a warm gale would 

blow behind every man o n wocy 

journey even when two were going 

in opposite directions on .the same 

road." At this stage .the .third 

policeman burst in with: "It ' is 

very handy for taking -the macfe | 

Off your laggings . In stt»e winter." t 

The rest is about his homecom- i 

ing and what he finds there. But 

like the Flying Dutchman he Is 

destined to m o w off again and 

finds himself meeting the sergeant 

nnd hearing the latter say: "Is 4t 

about a bioycle?" I should thin* 

that this book will b d * many e 

they accept a little p U U a U a a " 

E J . C . 

PRUSC AND 
CONS 

' C O L L E C T E D PRUSE ," by Pat-
rick Kavanagh (MacGibbon 
& Kee Ltd., 50/-). 

P A T R I C K K A V A N A G H will need 

J- little introduction to readers of 

the "Irish Democrat.'' As a young 

man his poetry won the A.E. Prize 

on the first occasion that the award 

was offered for competition (1939:1. 

He wrote "The Great Hunger" in 

1942 and, though it is now one of 

the works that he wishes to forget 

(a novel, "The Green Fool," is an-

other), it is still the poem for which 

he is chiefly remembered by most 

readers and critics. 

One can well understand the 

poet's irritation at this restrictive 

fame: nevertheless, "The Great 

Hunger" endures as a powerful 

piece .of writing and I for one hqpe 

that readers—while recognising thatr 

even greater poetic strength and ' 

perception is to be found in some 

of Kavanagh's later verse—will con-

tinue to ignore the poet's retrospec-

tive dislike for his earlier master-

piece. 

The very fine novel "Tarry Flyim" 

was printed -in i948; it -was re-

printed in 1965, and a dramatic 

adaptation of it is currently play-

ii|g a* the Abbey Theatre. In 1964 

Kavanagh's '"Collected Poems" was 

published, to emphasise (what 

many critics had already accepted) 

that its author was one of the'taw 

best living Irish poets. Indeed, 

•though many would press the indis-

putably strong claims of Austin 

Clarke, Kavanagh is, for my money, 

the finest Irish poet since Teats. 

These opinions are only paraded 

in order to put the present volume 

in some kind of perspective, for it 

is an idiosyncratic book with an 

equally eccentric title. (T under-

stand that "pruse" is a reasonably 

(•esurate rendering of the author's 

pronunciation in his Mooagthan 

,speech, of "prone"}. 

It contains a full, representative 

selection of literary and p n » — n l 
writings, some book rerieim, toil 

ft icfi^thy <ftnd 'f 

cript from a law-suit in which 

poet suiad a Dublin Journal for libeL 

[Readers will find the latter case 

-of particular interest. T h e 

lost ̂ the -ease, * but -his i 

Mon fey 'ft former Prime 

of the Republic was -both 

and JTicipus; the obiectiye Erasa-ac-

ytyyit given have will c o w f l n n JJie 

political (and moral) J^gCTftOts M 

w y y j 

"Collected Pnisc1 .16 

misted rag-bag. but .a«i 

one, -as -is -anything wttfft hp m 

indisputably important writer. 

r p o 1W anted, teMosMjC jauto-
1 biographical In this 

collection ace.of. gpqt value. "Self-

Portrait". ifi/e a/mtf and Long 

Ago" (several artiMes evoking child-

ghan), and "From Monaghan to the 

Onrth»il daaodvttoM ioC t t » « M N * 

Jncfcaqptfc ttte m oauntry aand -Ai 

the -eity. 

As in the adventures of the 

ward -hero of ^ T i n f f h B ^ (wvcial 

episodes of which w e lni« hf* 

printed) 'ICavapMgh Js p&infujjy 

honest »in U m u I M b i 1 M o w n ifltfs-

•tates ana railings ana t|je 

figure he imagines hlmaett to Have 

nut at j i a d m a Jlewdle MeJlte^Tet 

and people he Irmrrthn a i l 

lyrical vein. 

n i w n i ^ n « niHjiry 

Mat of marur « M * I *, II 

Interest ffffn • 

The poet asserts that " a tally 

creative critic Is,a t a m » a g .otitic. 

who violently hates csrtaio .Utifgs 

^cause the.v afMMrtHrihickuAtke 

the field caw ^WMtohe 

wants to aow." Broadly speaking, 

(Continued on P i n Eight) 



s i HE IRISH DEMOCRAT January 1968 

NEW LAND LEAGUE IN WEST CORK 
t 

- . >aw 

NEAR SCENE OF BATTLE OF THE BIG CROSS 
Y P L A Q U E w a s erected to the 

memory of the United 

I r ishmen who lost their lives in 

the battle o f the B i g Cross at 

Shannonvale near Clonakilty t 

County Cork in 1798. The un* 

veiling of the plaque erected b y 
the Clonakilty Branch Wolfe-
Tone Bi-Centenary Committee 

was done by Comdt. Tommy 

Kelleher and the oration was 

delivered by Tomas Mac Giolla; 

President of Sinn Fein. v 

The battle at the big cross was 

the only one of any size, outside 

Wexford in 1796 and the plaque is 

in memory of Tadg A n Asna and 

" h i s gallant band w h o fought there. 

At that time everywhere, the -exr 

cesses, of the soldiery were devilish, 

burning, torture, murder, universal 

rape and robbery. Misery and suf* 

fering was the lot of the people of 

the Carberies, and one man sa* 

and acted. Timothy O'Donovan, a 

born leader, stealthily moved 

amongst his people encouraging, 

counselling, drilling. 

O n June 19th, he raised the stan-

dard of Irish liberty and gave 

battle to the enemies of his race at 

the big cross. But the tale is soon 

told by one of those fatalities 

which always seemed to dog the 

fight for Irish freedom. The valour 

of the Pikemen and their intrepid 

leader came to nought. Tadg A n 

Asna wras dragged "at a horse tail" 

while, still in agony from his 

wounds and he was delivered up to 

the loyal citizens of Clonakilty at 

their market place, there to be spat 

upon and further mutilated until 

one worthy loyalist "crushed in his 

face with the heel of his shoe." The 

body was thrown into the slob at 

Fax Bridge, since known as the 

Croppy Hole and was later re-

covered and buried in the family 

grave at Ballintemple. 

It is significant that in this area 

it is necessary again to form the 

FROM 
JIM SAVAGE 

new Land League. History has a 

way of repeating itself and at Bal-

Tinascarthy a representative gath-

ering of various rural organisations 

formed a new Land League to fight 

certain trends that threaten the 

family structure of farming today. 

What are these trends and how 

real a threat do they constitute? 

It appears that in some areas eco-

nomically viable small farms have 

been bought up and amalgamated 

to form large estates. The very dis-

turbing social consequences of this 

practice are apparent in the Flight 

from the Land and the depopula-

tion of the rural communities. 

• These farmers' sons who leave the 

land do not do so willingly. They 

have a vocation for farming and 

would find fulfilment and happi-

ness in no other livelihood to the 

same extent. But in these days of 

tight credit and high interest rates 

they cannot compete with the ava-

ricious person who happens to have 

a fat cheque book and who sees in 

the land the safest investment he 

can find. The primary aims, then, 

of the West Cork Land League are: 

1. To secure a more equitable dis-

tribution of land among men 

capable of cultivating it. 

2. To halt the flight from the 

land 

3. To prevent ranching. 

There is an immediate oppor-

tunity for action in one particular 

situation at the present time. A 

large estate in the Clonakilty area, 

around 1,000 acres, was built up by 

Mr. C. O. Stanley, Director of Uni-

dare and Pye and many other 

British companies, between 1931 

and 1961, by buying individual 

holdings in the area and annexing 

them to the Lisselane House and 

THE MYTH OF CONNOLLY'S RECANTATION 
LA N C A S H I R E seems to be suf-

fering from a species of polit-

ical atavism just at present. 

First, police in the Manchester 

area revive the anti-Fenianism of 

the eighteen sixties and run an all 

but successful campaign to have 

the Manchester Martyrs plaque 

banned. 

Then a speaker at Moston ceme> 

t o y revives fte old legend of a 

conflict b e t w e e n religion and 

And Anally in Liverpool we find 

puMished in the Catholic Pictorial 

S B attempt to gttn W e to the oltt 

hoary myth that James Connolly anssrssrrs 
Catholic Church before his execu-

tion. r 
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licanism and Socialism, suddenly 

he renegated from everything he 

had stood for, and for which he 

was where he was. 

What a way to take advantage 

of a dead man's death! 

But while the inventor of this 

myth is deserving of every con-

tempt, it is unfortunate that lies 

travel so fast that it is hard to 

overtake them. And people who 

would never deliberately distort or 

invent so as to confuse their 

political opponents, cut still repeat 

the mis-statements of others ttfcep 

these suit their arguments, without 

feeling it obligatory to investigate 

whether they are true or not 

One of the most extreme 

examples of this was when a very 

worthy Bishop of Galway, many 

years ago, described Wolfe Tone as 

a cut-throat, and used this against 

the Republicans. 

Wolfe Tone's suicide is of course 

a myth. It was never definitely 

established how he died. But con-

sidering who had him in custody 

the probabilities are apparent, 

especially when they issued so 

many contradictory statements. 

• ft * 

" D O T it is not satisfactory that 

" myths s h o u l d be repeated 

without investigation. 

If anybody says Connolly recan-

ted, we are entitled to reply with 

a few curt questions: 
s 

1. In what document did he 

recant? 

2. If verbally, then to what 

person? 

3. In either case what was the 

occasion? 

7 And, finally, where is the 

recantation how? 

Because in the absence of any 

of these things the assertion that 

ConpoJly recanted becomes merely 

an unsupported statement, and gn 

extremely mischievous one at that. 

* £ * 

AN D the "Irish Democrat" now 

offers to PUBLISH that recan-

tation in full, if the person who 

states that Connolly recanted will 

be so good as to send us an 

authenticated copy. 

W e will be V E R Y surprised to 

receive it — for t h e following 

reasons. 

From a very early age Connolly 

held it was possible for a man who 

was a Catholic to be (like him-

self) a Marxian socialist as writ 

'. His argument was very simple. 
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To those who said that atheism 

was an essential part of scientific 

socialism, as Marxism was some-

times called, he replied that this 

was not so. Otherwise you couldn't 

be a mathematician without being 

.an atheist. Socialism was about the 

productive relations men enter 

into when they combine to get a 

living. Mathematics was about 

figures. You didn't need to be 

either an atheist or belong to any 

particular religion to be a mathe-

matician or a socialist. You just 

dealt with the business at hand. 

The strange thing is that some 

American socialists disagreed viol-

ently, and were very hostile to 

accepting Catholics into their 

ranks. 

Note here, we are not saying the 

above argument is right or wrong. 

W e quote it to show what Connolly 

thought. And his thoughts were 

published in American newspapers, 

in particular the "Weekly People," 

which can be seen today. 
• * * 

1 1 / H U N Connolly returned to 

* * Ireland he had the same 

argument from another angle. 

The A.O.H. (Board of Erin) had 

committed the blunder of meeting 

Protestant sectarianism with Cath-

olic sectarianism, to the despair of 

Padralg Pearse. Some priests felt 

that when, Catholics joined the 

socialists they weakened the Cath-

olic . camp, and some spoke of 

socialism's "obligatory atheism" 

which in fact stemmed not from 

Marx but from his noted opponent 

Bakunin. This error had of course 

been encouraged by the stupidity 

of Connolly's o p p o n e n t s in 

America. 

Connolly replied with a wealth 

of quotation from the fathers of 

the Church, th&t ,there was noth-

ing in Socialism that would debar 

a Catholic f r o m becoming a 

Socialist. His defence of Socialism 

against Father Kane was published 

under the title of "Labour, Nation-

ality and Religion," and of course 

no priest today would repeat the 

arguments of Father Kane. 

A £ A 

T T is clear from these writings of 
1 Connolly and from the same out-

look that funs through many more, 

that he saw no reason why a man 

who was a Socialist should not be 

a Catholic as well. 

So the question then arises, what 

had he get to recant? 

ft Is a matter of history that it 
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was on May 9th, 1916, that he was 

propped up in bed and courtmar-

tialled while too ill to move. 

That same day he was allowed 

a visit from his wife and his 

daughter Nora, who wrote an 

account of what passed. 

Par from recanting his socialism 

he asked Nora had she any 

Socialist newspapers! The convert 

sation was reproduced on the 

"Voice of Labour" of May 10th, 

1919. 

There was one remark which was 

subsequently misquoted. Connolly 

thought the ftwiaUat newspapers 
would not understand why he was 

where he was. They would forget 

he was an irishman. His view was 

that an Irish Socialist should fight 

for Irish independence. Of course 

if as a result of his long 'sojourn 

in Scotland and America they 

forgot he was an Irishman, then 

they would not appreciate the 

obligation that he himself felt to 

Ireland. 

His daughter shortly afterwards 

became Dublin Correspondent of 

Sylvia P a n k h u r s t ' s "Workers' 

Dreadnought" and spoke at num-

erous Labour, Socialist, Repub-

lican and Nationalist meetings. 

Never once did she, or any other 

member of the Connolly family, 

suggest for one moment that 

Connolly recanted his Socialism or 

any part of it. 

Does anybody believe that if he 

had done so his family would not 

have the slightest inkling of it? 

* ft * 

TITHE only other visitor Connolly 

had after that was Father 

Aloysius of Church Street. It was 

he who administered the last rites 

and heard his confession. 

He also kept a record of his 

conversations with Connolly, apart 

of course, obviously, from the con-

fession. 

He published this in the Capu-

chin Annual of 1942. 

Once again there is not the 

slightest suggestion that Connolly 

had changed one Jot or tittle of 

his teaching. He was a Socialist 

who was a Catholic, and that he 

remained. There was nothing to 

recant. 

And it was Father Aloysius who 

asked him would he say a prayer 

for his executioners. He replied: 

"I will say a prayer for a l t brave 

njen who do their duty according 

to their lights." 

The tolerance and charity of 

tfcat statement! 

It is to be hoped that some of 

those who Injure Connollys niam-

ory with their talk of recantation 

will learn to exercise a similar 

tolerance and charity. Beliefo it 

possible that an honest man may 

differ from them. 

Farm, which contained the remnant 

of the Bense Jones Estate as fixed 

by the Land Commission. This large 

estate in the Clonakilty area which 

had been built up by just such an 

amalgamation of family farms is 

now on the market. 

The impact of such an accumu-

lation of land by one individual 

has had serious social and economic 

repercussions on the neighbour-

hood. The dearth of young people 

in the locality by the denudation of 

family holdings is keenly felt by 

local organisations. The secret sale 

of 462 acres of this land in one lot 

aroused the indignation of the 

people of the area. Public meet-

ings were held and the Land Com-

mission was called on to acquire 

the portion offered for sale. 

Since then it has been discovered 

that Mr. Stanley had previously 

offered the whole estate for sale, 

with the exception of Lisselane 

House and grounds. The West Cork 

Land League are determined to 

secure the break-up of this 1,000-

acre farm into reasonable-sized 

holdings. 

At a huge public meeting at Bal-

linscarthy, near Clonakilty, Oomdt. 

General Tom Barry, of the famed 

West Cork Flying Column, addres-

sed an eager audience of local resi-

dents. The meeting was under the 

auspices of the West Cork Land 

League and the Cork Dochas Com-

mittee, which has been co-operating 

with the Land League since its 

inception 

\ 
Tom Barry stated that despite 

his former resolution to retire from 

public life, he had come to West 

Cork because he was struck by the 

justice of the cause and the dedi-

cation of the committee, none of 

whom stood to gain one acre from 

any land division in the H e 

also hoped that his attendance 

would be taken as a gesture of ap-

preciation for the many kindnesses 

which had been shown to him and 

to his comrades 45 years ago by 

the same smallholders and landless 

men whose cause he was now em-

bracing. 

He had come, he said, because 

he, like others, believed that if the 

Lisselane 1,000-acre estate was to 

be sold, it should be vested in the 

uneconomic smallholders and land-

less men of the West The meeting 

concurred with a unanimous display 

of hands and general acclaim that 

Tom Barry lead a deputation of 

T.D.s and committee members to 

the Minister of Lands. 

Only the State, through the Land 

commission, can do this, and in the 

Constitution it is stated that "The 

State shall direct Its policy towards 

securing that there may be estab-

lished on the land in economic 

security as many families as the 

circumstances shall be practicable." 

Public opinion must be aroused 

on this matter to fight this case 

and any similar ones that may 

arise, or have arisen In other 

places. Now that they have orga-

nised themselves into a strong 

movement they will not staaft Mly 

by and allow those trends to con-

tinue which threaten their eco-

nomic and social welfare and in-

deed their very survival as a com-

munity. 

QNE MORE MONTH 
TJCTB have managed to bring out 

" ' one more issue at the old 

price of nlnepenoe, tl 

support we have receivi 

readers and friends. 

hapks to 
Ivqtfrom 

the 

our 

W e cant prnwfrfi to do It indefi-

nitely, but we hope with your con-

tinuing help that February's issue 

win be ninepence still. 

Our best thanks to B. Owens Aft, 

A. Ooughlan £10, Martin 

£10, Larry Fennell 10/-. BUI 

6/-, Tony Slater 10/-, Pat j 

Miscellaneous readers' 

£2 13s. Ml; total £81 18s. « 4 
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